fommunists revive
Gorkhalagld dema

Amitava Banerjee
Darjeeling, December 10 w‘\g*

THE COMMUNIST Party of Revolu-
tionary Marxists (CPRM) has put up
posters all over town saying that
neither the hill council nor autono-
my nor merger with Sikkim were
the solution to Darjeeling’s prob-
lems. “The one and only solution is
a separate state of Gorkhaland,” the
posters proclaimed.

Justifying the stand, CPRM gener-
al secretary R.B. Rai said: “It is one
demand that is clearly understood
and accepted by all.” Countering the
merger issue (of Darjeeling with
Sikkim) tabled by certain political
parties including the Sikkim Rash-
triva Mukti Morcha, Rai said: “This
will only mean additional homework
for the Hill people. They will have to
rethink everything and the main is-
sue of a separate state will get dis-
torted and diverted.” By raising the
merger demand, such parties were
helping the state government and the
GNLF, he said. “The state govern-
ment has proclaimed that it is
against a separate state and the
GNLF has betrayed the cause.”

The CPRM, he maintained, was for
the demand raised by the All Gorkha
Students Union (AGSU). AGSU has
demanded that Darjeeling and
Dooars be included in the North East
Council on the basis of ethnic and ge-
ographical contiguity. “For this to
happen a separate state has to
emerge, as the state government does
not want the entire state to be includ-
ed and it is not feasible to have parts
of a state included in the North East
Council,” Rai pointed out.

The CPRM is also planning to re-

mE H}'DUSTAN TIVMES

NEELAM GHIMEEREY/H
CPRM posters cover a wall in
Darjeeling on Friday.

lease a white paper on the “undemo-
cratic and corruption-riddied”
DGHC. The white paper will be re-
leased on December 15 to mark the
9th Anniversary of the CPRM. “The
GNLF has exchanged Gorkhaland,
symbolising the aspirations of the
Hill people, for running an undemo-
cratic and corrupt DGHC,” said Rai,
with an obvious reference to the
state government’s silence on the
functioning of the DGHC.

D.S. Bomzan, a senior party leader
said that the white paper would,
among other things, list instances of
undemocratic functioning, misuse of
funds, misrule and nepotism.

74

~



o ferra. Auw
AT Are E wTFE @
FhEFSrm ¢f swe 21, &
UG g foew @Em
R 4 coreTw 7Y ARTER
(TS BHNLY G| HTTHSA
wiw g fof w2 shefss
R | S ore @@ fres
v wifatd Ffraiztme  =fe
MoFA GFoFA AT AR ,
(e Ty ororig w@y
WW)&&;}A@M

WIGEITIE] gfentyrz
AR FTACRR *AW eTF | WA
aF W3 (7! A epwe A
A, YT AT geW vw!
AR aF 97 fawrs w-
wEre Tw O3 T (Roaw aca
wrER o) @2 wifs faaifest
FARR | ATARSS LA AW,
SR AETF AAH (W,
v i s e
AGAT T (¥ Aerw Biftars
YR A wafeeas Gz
Aale wawd o oW

e Sfewe gees, Gifvan
@ 79 Afoste Sita @=e 3y
e Rraifyet s, itz o
sz Al Ffraige @
TR A2G | TGIE (AR PR
YA 3B ST IRA A6
TUE GIHIFA YRS TS
ST THeE AN, W
4@ WVES WE 932 3 ol
=" B T, aferss wree
A A, TS AT FAIS” Gag
Biet o (ReTA CGHLA WEA W
frm ol wha e wt 7EEw)




By Bisheshwar Mishra/TNN

New Delhi: Providing
clear indication of an
emerging ginger group
within the UPA, NCP boss
and agriculture minister
Sharad Pawar turned up at
a press conference called by
TRS leader and labour min-
ister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao on
Tuesday to support the
formation of state of
Telangana.

Pawar, who kept mum
on the demand for a sep-
arate Vidarbha state, re-
leased a CD about
Telangana’s “struggle”
for statehood. The CD
begins with Congress

Lsupp
Telang

G,

alised this way back in 1969
when I visited Warangal af-
ter being elected to the Ma-
harashtra state assembly
for the first time. Common
people of the region I met
expressed their view for a
separate state.”

Pawar’s appearance seems
to indicate a bonding within

K C Rao

S Pawar

ha state !

with Sonia Gandhi’s impas-
sioned speech given during
the Lok Sabha polls in
which she asserts that she
was “aware of Telangana
peoples’ sentime%ts” and
goes ahead to promise that
if her government came to
power, “we would do every-

thing possible to fulfil your
»gwishes (of a separate

Telangana)”.

show the history of how
all leaders from Jawa-
harlal Nehru’s time ex-
pressed their support for
the creation of Telan-
gana state but “backed
out under the pressure of
the dominant state lead-

president Sonia Gandhi’s
speeches promising “re-
dressal” of the region’s in-
equities.

Releasing the CD “Still
Seeking Justice — The Sto-
ry Of Telangana,” which
depicts the causes behind
the half-century-old strug-
gle, Sharad Pawar said that
Telangana’s struggle was a
“people’s movement” and
not a “political leader-led
movement.” He said, “I re-

the UPA of parties which feel
aggrieved with the Congress
over some issue or the other.
He argued that “if a small
state is viable then it should
be encouraged.” He gave the
example of Punjab from
which Haryana was taken
out, “and see today how both
states have progressed with
80-90 per cent of land under
irrigation and they overcame
the food security problem”.
The CD released, begins

ership of AP”.

Rao said th at PM Man-
mohan Singh had assured
the UPA that a sub-commit-
tee would be set up to look
into various aspects involv-
ing creation of Telangana
state and will submit its re-
port within 15 days. About
the composition of the sub-
committee, he said, “the
PM is returning today and
will make an announce-
ment about it”. /

However, interestingly, ‘
the CD goes ahead to
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7\ Need for long-tg}m package for kamtapur&‘/

he CPI-M having been the prime target of the Kamta-
puris in North Bengal, it could not have been easy for the
Left Front government to apply the healing touch as far as
the militant movement is concerned. Considering the dim-
ension of the problem, the number of people belonging to
the ethnic community and the long years of neglect, a reha-
bilitation package of Rs 1 crore is a drop in the ocean. What
is important is the gesture suggesting a change in attitude of
the Left towards the Kamtapuri Liberation Organisation,
the militant wing of the movement. The KLO has resorted
to individual killings, creating rifts in the movement itself.
» Now the government has gone more than half-way to .
suggest that it is willing to make a new beginning provided
the organisation gives up the path of violence. This is,
surely, a step in the right direction.

The question survives as to why the government took so
long to respond. It was clear that it was a problem of
backwardness and neglect that had driven the Kamtapuris
into violence \in which a number of local CPI-M leaders
were killed. It is now suggested that the former militants will
be trained in vocations like motor repairing and animal |
husbandry in order to find their own means of livelihood.
The North Bengal Development Council, which has made ‘
very little impact so far in the region, has been activated as
well with schemes like road construction, drainage and
irrigation in which new employment opportunities can be
created. What is finally required is a long-term package that
will help restore confidence in a community that has felt -
badly alienated. The Rs 1-crore rehabilitation plan makes a
small beginning but should have a positive impact.

U
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‘T{LO  gets

Amrban Roy
Kolkata, September 27

THE KAMTAPUR Libera-
tion Organisation, which
is fighting for a separate
state of the indigenous
Koch-Ranjbongshi tribals,
has set up two major camps
in Rongpur and Netrokona
districts of
Bangladesh.
Senior intelligence offi-
cers told Hindustan Times
on Monday that they have
reports that the KLO, which
came into existence on De-
cember 28, 1895, could shift
100 of its cadres to the two
new camps in Bangladesh.
KLO chairman Tamir
Das alias Jibon Singha took
almost eight months after
‘Operation All-clear’ to set

north

up the new car,n\gsé}rj
Bangladesh, the sourdes

said. The outfit had suffered
a major jolt during the De-
cember 2003 operation in
Bhutan and many of its top
leaders were arrested.

Evading arrest by the
Royal Bhutan Army, the
KLO chief had entered
Bongaigaon district of As-
sam and then sneaked into
the West Garo Hill district
of Meghalaya, the sources
said. Jibon Singh had re-
portedly stayed in Mahen-
dragunj for four months,
before shifting his base to
Bangladesh.

During his stay in Megha-
laya, leaders of another fra-

ternal outfit, the A'chik Na--

tional Volunteers Council
(ANVC), which is fighting

2

for a separate homela d for
the Garo tribals, was back-
ing the KLO chief He mi-
grated to Bangladesh after
ANVC signed a ceasefire
agreement with New Delhi
on July 23.

dibon is being extended
hospitality by Brigadier
Tehsim Hassan at Rongpur,

the sources said. The intel-

ligence agencies have alert-
ed the BSF about the trans-
border movements of the
KLO cadres. However, BSF
officials in North Bengal
and the Assam-Meghalaya-
Nagland-Manipur Fronter
headquarters have not
made any statement on the
issue.

In fact, since the birth of
the outfit, Jibon has been
frequently visiting Assam

THE HIDUST ANTIMES 7 8

-para

Bangla base

and other northeastern
states and had been arrest-
ed by the Assam Police in
October 1999. Later, after be-
ing released, he jumped bail
and regained control over
the affairs of the outfit.

In addition to the six dis-
tricts of north Bengal, the
KLO has also been fighting
for inclusion of the four
contiguous districts of As-
sam -~ Kokrajhar, Bon-
gaigaon, Dhubri and Goal-
in their proposed
Kamtapur.

The intelligence agen-
cies are worried about the
KLO’s growing presence in
Bangladesh, The KLO chief
has reportedly established
a ‘working relationship’
with some of the DGFI offi-
cials in Bangladesh.




KLO arrests put paid to

serial rail blasts

9. fafiened L

Pramod Giri
Siliguri, September 5

SEVEN KLO militants
were arrested in Cooch Be-
har last night with a huge
cache of arms and explo-
sives, in an indication that
the outfit had shaken off
the Bhutan disaster and
was planning more attacks.
The haul includes 2 kg of
RDX, AK-56 rifles, pistols,
grenades and ammunition,
as well as some detonators
and a cell phone — all
smuggled in from Nepal to
direct and carry out blasts
on railway tracks and
bridges in North Bengal.
The militants — Mrinal
Roy, Nirmal Dutt, Bish-
wanath Roy, Shankar Dev,
Naleswar Adhikari, Pra-
kash Das and Kamal Bur-
man — were holding a
meeting around 1 am
when the police surprised
them at an abandoned
flood relief centre at

SEIZURE LIST

%2 kg of RDX

# Several detonators

# 4 AK-56 rifles

& 12 magazines

« 496 live cartridges
. # 2 M-20 pistols

% 21 cartridges

# 2 hand grenades

Garibpur near Dinhatta.
Cooch Behar SP S.S.
Panda said the militants
were involved in several
killings, including that of
four people in a video hall
at Hazrahat. They had also
killed a man in Chapghar
and two others at
Banglajhar in Jalpaiguri.

- . — R TIRPTTEY
i o L e eita 3]

/plan 09

Last mght, they had as-
sembled to plan bomb at-
tacks and were waiting for
a man who would select
the blast sites for them.

Mrinal and Biswanath
had fled to Bangladesh on
August 6 after two of their
comrades had been
lynched by villagers near
Sitai in Cooch Behar. The
lynched militants had had
a hand in the IOC pipeline
blast near Siliguri on July
15. Sources said the seven
arrested militants had
sneaked into India from
Bangladesh last night.

The arrests have shock-
ed intelligence personnel
who were hoping the KLO
had been dealt a body blow
by the Bhutan operations.
The nature and quantity
of the arms seized from
them is evidence that the
KLO is still active in
North Bengal and is get-
ting crucial support from
Ulfa and the NDFB.

6 SEP 2004
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Y sto part Mys with Cong_ .+

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 12
X/

TELANGANA &shn'a
Samiti (TRS) vice-president
and Union Minister A. Naren-
drathreatened today that it will
part ways with the Congress if
it changes its stance on theére-
ation of aseparate state,

Narendra alleged that

some vested interests were try-
Ing to obstruct the creation of a

/ separate Telangana. Hinting at
Andhra Pradesh CM Y.S. Ra-
jasekhara Reddy, Narendra
said that Congress in-charge
for AP affairs Digvijay Singh
was misled by some vested in-
terests. He said that Digvijay

ertain comments over

nia Gandhi, PM Manmohan
Singh, Pranab Mukherjee and
Ambika Soni over the creation
of Telangana. He said that only
lower rank leaders do not
know the facts. {
Asserting that Digvijay
changed his tune on the sec-
ond day of his visit to Hyder-
abad after Mukherjee’s inter-

Narendra said there wasa  vention, Narendra wondered:
.ponsensus among the Con- “Who is correct? Pranab
¢ grelss leadership including So-  Mukherjee or Digvijay Singh.” |
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“Villagers kill
<KLO duo’,

MAIN UDDIN CHIST1

Sitai (Cooch Behar), Aug. 6:
Villagers near the Bangladesh
border here lynched a duo this
morning whom police identifi-
ed as militants of the Kamtap-
ur Liberation Organisation.
Two others fled after shooting
avillager, an alleged linkman.

The police said the dead
militants were Gautam Sing-
ha alias Bibek Barua, a resid-
ent of Kharibari in Darjeeling
district, and Nemai Dutta ali-
as Bimal Burman, whois from
Cooch Behar’s Sitalkuchi. Jag-
dish Basunia, a “hardcore”
militant and a resident of Mat-
habhanga in this district, and
Netai Burman of Jalpaiguri’s
Mainaguri escaped.

The series of events began
around 5 am at Dhumerkhata,
when the gang was crossing
over from Bangladesh. Three
villagers spotted them and be-
gan asking questions. Witnes-
ses said villagers pursued the
four, who were on a rickshaw-
van, on foot. After travelling

THE TFL Famapy

some distance, the Zx&et got

off the vehicle and confronted
the villagers. An argument fol-
lowed and one of the villagers,
Nazrul, suddenly caught one
of the four by his collar. He

was shot through the hip. A
bullet just missed Sirajul, an- !

other villager.

The villagers raised an ‘

alarm and soon people came
out of homes and began chas-
ing the militants. After a 2-km
run, two of the militants were
cornered. One of them lobbed
a grenade, which burst with-
out injuring anyone.

A large mob thrashed the
two. The police rescued the
duo but they died in hospital.
The other two fled on bicycles
snatched from villagers head-
ing to the fields.

Nazrul, also known as Cho-
colate Miyan, is now in hospi-
tal. The police said he was a
KLO linkman and had met the
group to provide it a “safe tra-
nsit”. Sources also said that he
was shot at for demanding a
hefty sum for his “services”.

7 MG 2004
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BY AGREEING TO join the Government in And-
‘hra Pradesh, the Telangana Rashtra Samiti
seems to have reconciled itself to working with
the ruling Congress for pursuing its goal of a
separate Telangana State. Having entered the
Congress-led United Progressive Alliance Gov-
ernment at the Centre, the TRS could not have
seen much point in staying out of the Govern-
ment in the State. The option of working as a
pressure group from outside did not really exist
as the Congress-Left-TRS combine had won a
landslide in the Andhra Pradesh Assembly elec-
tion. With the Congress not only obtaining a
majority of its own in the State, but also being
able to do without the support of the TRS at the
Centre, TRS leaders no longer held any political
leverage over the Congress high command. The
only option was to bank on the goodwill of the
Congress and the Left parties to push through
the Telangana agenda. The decision to join the
Government thus ties the TRS more formally to
the Congress-led alliance. As is the case with
other single-agenda separatist parties, the TRS
has no conventional Left-Right ideological bag-
gage: its leaders, drawn from different parties,
are united only by the idea of a Telangana State.
The TRS has held that a separate State was a
sine qua non for any development scheme —
Telangana came before all else. The party could
have as easily shifted from the Congress camp
to the fold of the Bharatiya Janata Party. Indeed,
in the run-up to the general election, TRS lead-
ers made it plain that the party would back only
those who aid the Telangana cause. Without
doubt, the present decision to enter the State
Ministry was necessitated by the dominance of
the Congress in the State and at the Centre.
By roping in its ally, the Congress can hope to
persuade it to follow an orderly and structured

course towards the Telangana goal. After first

promising nothing more than another States |

Reorganisation Commission, the UPA has in-
cluded the demand in the Common Minimum
Programme, noting that it would be considered
at an appropriate time after due consultations
and consensus. For its part, the TRS did well not
to stick to an ‘all-or-nothing’ stance. That the
party was not keen on any plum post in the
Unjon Cabinet became clear when its leader
Chandrashekar Rao agreed to part with the
Shipping portfolio, which had been promised to
another constituent of the UPA, the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam. Even if the TRS is con-
vinced that a separate State is a necessary con-
dition for the development of Telangana, it
could still use its position in government to ad-
vance the interests of the people of the region.

However, the regional party should realise
that the Telangana issue cannot be decided in
isolation. There have been demands for other
smaller States, notably for a Vidarbha to be
carved out of Maharashtra. Although the Con-
gress, along with the TRS and the Left, swept
Telangana in the 14th general election and in
the State Assembly contest, the victory cannot
be described as a vote for a separate Telangana.
In coastal Andhra, the performance of the Con-
gress combine was just as impressive. The State
Government must respond, on a priority basis,
to the livelihood concerns of the people, espe-
cially those of the large number of poor and
middle farmers and agricultural workers who
are still feeling the effects of successive droughts
and mounting debts. By sharing in the challenge
of governance, the TRS has the opportunity to
address these concerns earnestly and construc-
tively and demonstrate that it is not a single-
cause party.
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By Our Special Corresponde‘rﬁ%uam Ramesh and Ahmed Pa-

NEW DELHI, MAY 27. The Com-
mon Minimum Programme
(CMP) of the ruling United Pro-
gressive Alliance (UPA) has
promised to consider the de-
mand for the formation of a Te-
langana state at an appropriate
time after due consultations
and consensus.

The reference to a separate
Telangana state in the CMP
prompted the Union Minister
and Telangana Rashtra Samithi
leader, K. Chandra Shekhar
Rao, to claim that the Alliance
Chairperson, Sonia Gandhi, has
instructed  senior Congress
leaders to work out a time-table
for resolving the issue.

“I have been informed that
Sonia Gandhi has instructed

THE HIVDU

tel to prepare a time-table on
thjs issue,” he told reporters
here today.

Mr. Rao said that he would
meet the Congress leaders to
work out a time- table. “We will
talk to the Home Ministry,” he
said and thanked the Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh,
and Ms. Gandhi on behalf of the
3.5-crore people of Telangana.

As for concerns in Jammu
and Kashmir and the Northeast,
the CMP said the ‘healing
touch’ policy pursued by the
Jammu and Kashmir Govern-
ment would be fully supported
and an economic and human-
itarian thrust would be provid-
ed to it

“The UPA Government is
pledged to respecting the letter

Demand for Telangana to be
@’nsmergd, at ‘appropriate time’

and spirit of Article 370 of the
Constitution that accords a spe-.
cial status to J&K. Dialogue with
all groups and with different
shades of opinion in J&K will be
pursued on a sustainert asis, in
consultation with the demo-
cratically-elected State Govern-
ment,” the CMP said.

It said the UPA Government
was determined to tackle ter-
rorism, militancy and insurgen-
cy in the Northeast as a matter
of urgent national priority. All
the North-eastern States will be
given special assistance to up-
grade and expand infrastruc-
ture. The  North-Eastern
Council will be strengthened
and given adequate profession-
al support. The territorial integ-
rity of existing States will be
maintained, the CMP said.

28 Ya,
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extracted a promise for
the creaNon of a separate state
from the ryling United Progres-
sive Alliance (UPA). The meeting
of the ruling alliance saw sharp
division on the issue with the
Left opposing a central endorse-
ment for the TRS’ demand. So-
nia Gandhi is learnt to have in-
tervened and the scales tilted in

\(b\) —
() RAo OF Hope

the TRS’ favour.

However, this could revive
similar demands from Maha-
rashtra and West Bengal. While
those demanding a separate Vi- |
darbha came dlose to leaving the
Congress on the election eve, the
CPM will now have to contend
with demands for a separate
Gorkha state. On its part, the
Congress did not have much op-
tion after the TRS made separate
statehood central to its support
for the central government. If it
backs out at this juncture, it will
be seen as a violation of a com-
mitment made to an ally.

Earlier, TRS chief K. Chan.
drasekhara Rao, who yesterday
bailed the Congress out of ar
embarrassing situation by offer
ing to sacrifice the shipping min-
istry for the DMK, said there was
no quid-pro-quobehind his offe;
to stay as a minister without
portfolio. He did, however, man-
age to extract an assurance from
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh that his demand for a sep-
arate Telengana state would be
met at the earliest.

-_
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ﬁmma in the hills

4 o
c\%hisingh takes U-turn to pr%t\ect hi? rf

Subash Ghisingh is known to be a good strategist when in

a crisis. He is equally distinguished in springing surprises
to create confusion, but to obtain best results for himself,
This is confirmed by his dramatic announcement that the
GNLF will support the Congress in the parliamentary
election “keeping in mind the situation in the country and
the Gorkhaland demand” even as party functionaries were
reconciled to another boycott that will give the CPI-M get
another walkover. It means that the GNLE boss has
virtually ditched Alimuddin Street, breaking the tacit
understanding that existed between CPI-M and GNLE, and
built new bridges with Congress whom he had supported in
the 1989 and 1991 parliamentary elections. It is tempting to
put this down to the exit poll results that have brought new
hope to the Congress. But since the man doesn’t look
beyond his immediate neighbourhood, he still sees signs of
disillusionment and discontent among hill people at being
forced to stay away from voting, again and again.

The hills are known to be anti-Marxist., By announcing
boycotts, Ghisingh allowed the CPI-M to get a walkover in
return for being left undisturbed in handling the Hill
Council and municipality. But with resentment growing
among people who discovered a new platform in the
People’s Democratic Front including the Congress and
rebel Marxists, Ghisingh may have sensed that the ground is
slipping from under his feet. The last thing he can afford is
an anti-incumbency wave when the Hill Council elections
are due. Support for Congress is by all accounts the wiliest
move he could have made to empty the wind from
opposition sails. If it makes him something of a turncoat in
Marxist eyes, it also gives him the chance to protect his turf.
The CPI-M cannot pretend that it is not making the most of
Ghisingh’s selfish motives without bringing substantial
improvement to life in the hills. If Ghisingh has outsmarted
the Marxists, who can they blame but themselves!

THESTATESMAN | S MY 20
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~State all set to keep KLO

Q&Q@vvlthm hne of_ Cco }O

SILIGURI 3 MAY

FTER an apparent si-

lence for couple of

months following the
massive military attack in
Bhutan, Kamtapuri Liberation
Organisation (KLO) militants
surfaced yet again in Jalpaiguri,
and Coochbehar. The govern-
ment has now made huge securi-
ty arrangements for the North
Bengal districts, acting upon in-
telligence reports that the mili-
tants might disrupt the coming
Lok Sabha polls using violent
means.

The government felt it had
managed to neutralise KLO after
amassive military attack on their
training camps last December in
Bhutan that witnessed the death
or arrest of 135 militants. How-
ever, about 20 hardcore militants
were untraced. While some, like
KLO chief Jiban Singha fled to
Bangladesh, the rest remained

The Economie Times ~

under cover in Jalpaiguri and
Coochbehar.

On Sunday evening, the KLO
militants surfaced in Mainaguri
area killing one and seriously in-

juring two others. The attack was
the third after elections were an-
nounced and it indicated that the
KLO was still active.

Keeping the KLO threat in

mi d alongwnh then Peo-
ple’s War Group in Darjeeling

district, ~ massive  security
arrangements have been made
for North Bengal.

Sources said five more compa-
nies of paramilitary forces would
arrive in North Bengal, besides
26 companies of CRPF and CISF
forces already stationed in the re-
gion. Mr R. Misra, SP Darjeeling
said: “We are not leaving any
stone unturned to keep the elec-
tion period incident free.”

Intelligence agencies have also
reported the entry of anti-na-
tional elements through the
Indo-Nepal Border and Indo-
Bangladesh border.

BSF officials said sensitive ar-
eas have already been identitied
and extra manning undertaken
in these areas. Special Service
Bureau, thatlooks after the Indo-
Nepal border, has also increased
its patrolling along the entire
Indo-Nepal border that stretches
from Bihar to Bengal.

’ '”"m




FONeJT

RUE &

AfEge TR @ TEriiRely

coThe W5 fw st e fEre wiH-zasy
B TR afs s e I JUTER
" grmel (AR I vie B Bt @2 AfRae ane
wEe2eft el wmele yaer e
| allT FCHTSIEH (T 99 8 WA TR 9T
- R e @3 GR ARRIER ) 12 WRE wige
7| W6 TANS T T AT AT VAR 3
wiEa 6 s SIS (oire qrag I e
o FE@ METR SR s{fen T ToamifR -
BTG @2 <ot qU6CE 0 (el B B et
| TSIt wferlsl| wieny @R Ry @
THCWS| IR A0 ST | IR AT o1
A3 GEFIE B Bl @ vl ¢ TR e evr
SR CFCY SerE %o | a3l Airea Toam
witra s owe Fifie Peee !

B B 9or TEeReS o TomENea
SR SINE VixeE 0w, “sifent Beatet e st
q, #S g R AR 6 ey
Wiyl REICE R G [ ARO (WE R AV
TER S R T (AR GOifRE iR

QAT

Cad

Wamm ﬁmqﬁww
=53 (il SR I (O W 0% | TR (Sl
I WS e 0, “SiRt ot Raafe
JYNAE TRER| JFE ke AfEn e |
[E e BES, GI2 PN AR TotToe
Tl it 1 G o gre afsam e
oW e 71 3 | coretix [ gmiem ffeie-
fifeste atza B 3 wow aT-omdiaa | IwefE
€% 9AFE 1 P vtwa 3¢ e @To! s aw
e, “8% QAR (TF AT THATH STFs|
F A (A &P TR, /TS AR AN

T GATOR €3 G S51Y ZRe Wi |
I T WSR3 wH-Brwa [l gemm
-y sifert frates, AER AT AT wfH-
IR 272 Ot SR v B3 T B B @
GRE, AT A0S BN LT A8 AT
R (I &FIF (91 eI 1, (orese frsr 3
Fq A AT 7@ B T, G178 FioNES = v
Frgw | 51 19 g €% g Fied, 9%
T%-geR R 2T TS AGASS FH |
¢ T 7 WEwrRe @E oAl 93 T
(SITHT TRE IV (@S 2AA I *F R

A MAY 2004

“Fifsaw

o e &fS B B gt @R g T
(e sifert joa Fifaie @) 3w, “9 e
Hify NS TH] IR A |7

Aifeem SR 788 T IANFTHT o *RF
wig 97 -8 et w97 & Rurs
WIS I I, AR 7 wlem, ore
G Sfff RRiere! AT @ IR (OE INT
T TR 1™ WA ¢ 342 &R, AR AnEire
E SRR AR, IafE, fpereter, (e
AT T FEAR S @9 SIS 23| &S
am frare Afeh S e Fre T3
el o ASEres WF 9F &3 Bo-ayw
fatem AW AW, ‘AR T AR A8
AR G FANS it Sz fire (iR
A{ferem Boiea wa Rraifiae | wesizefs e
BT 1S e Far 0o, “oR vffert-
epiw e (@ St GiiiRen 393t A9’ 7Y,
RS 4T 37 e =17

(STl GORE AT Feioife A oz
Fe], “ag oA AR wemidet (ke fe
®I =gw frw) Qe wion i ool zte
AR B W, AW 7 TR ot WAy



“ZIICE (SlE AT

LlSMs BQUe Ble B
tedbhy BB ale] BAIblL AlR) LISk}
ElRble 2 1B Blo kb
delefielte Bledsie Ak gl bidoklie
Yl 2eAp)  flele  Bbololdie
&5 Lol b lo] 3100 kdle BRI Jof k)
IhoBIBId B QIS Walsls, [Qelaitlin
BBl Blklg BOGED 9|8 Blabls
BlaDells) BT Gloer ik A5 1N
ik bl BB ibe) bledbe (A
322 Q) ‘lek [0\ {ah) e G 10O bl
B} Rlble] B Bitddlelly) Bablak
ol Bladle &@uals
ook Mk 40B) sl jelhbib
BRI6 jof k] dle BlRIE lefadie kil

Epiic BELIP Q o) qla) g Bl

R0

2 ARG O T GBIt (I
T2, g & o 9= % (2w oY), B

QAIREW) Are-aib 9 Wi [Bf-Rrad) &

@@ o 5% 29, ot e adt wew THRANS TR IAI | (RIHL
3 R R o B oy IceTR, SR et e1dt A @3 Fevw
neaTE AN Face 91 392, e he-Rad @b @ee v @@ )
ARG ST S| A (G5 TOr! AT TEAF ooy e A

iRty oW, 1 (oIt e weT ol Tinde Rets are 3w, o3 @8
Tading s oIt 2| S new wagene afewts om, f5R @z’

4% (ors tofd B Pt wng @, oonf st g R o 9 wfRen

51 9 @3 m-ei
R ez e
S a7 =i6 tof5

29 oI 7

bz 5azls SI4] ol ‘Bplele Bdtp
qugwﬁgﬁggw@%
EW Bl S BlIRNDE Biblle
2B B2 Gt 510 | 5Lleliole Sbp
18l6l®) “lorudielldr ‘Dl bolle) lolSitle
(0212lls EQlieqy —Sloala)ler “Slilplle
Slelllh GOk blol@Rb) |Gl
Qshin BRIS) |Qke|le) Moliallh
o2 1 Bble blad ‘Sl k) Rl
Sl 5e@ BOJRISlle lelin 26\ |l
Bloe b2 190G\l BB Lob b dg)
e LN fuble |1effs]lls F00bIG
(o pAtse bepioie WPl 52 QY ol
loh [BIE00) blale Blo &P Lo bl
lelodl Q) | Gl QU2 21O TS

Trort 309 2RI Tmere 02 aniEn TS S, Gig TerRe o SR
fits otz /bR Whre Rt Jraiftrew, @1-cwma niffEres e iz
2 TG TS| (7% weTl, Tt gisie erta ik e 3w

e & o9& a7 (8 Ffersive wfenat o e [Wie o &
G G5 @ Ruwss & @ 2 g2 Jpa (wdie et & 5 =i @ stigie

SR A S 30e W g AR ) @ 38 FF R Fre oW | g

7AfaFfea v1v it 1 sTnme (ot I9w05e T v Mo st and
AL B N, 6 GHA’) 432 T ANda retirae B e

IS GRS ST P B ari (e @i (o1B cofatR) @wwd (@ ot
(T3 IS T TS’ AOFF |

& . e @4 eaesiR Wi, wine 3ta o, IR (ot I9eihe O Il 7@

T TN

TR
> A SRR TS Slitew, o Rifkme! e aretr) awd @3 (SIE ©12 BT

KD Bl B slfakn ol £k} In|
Blodlle €8 apld Bl $IQRS)
Rkl Bbe  bpkk  Slplie
BEDIN Bl B B e kb
lef kel bellz BIO\R, Bl 59000 sadla)
Bledaitle 12 Ileif@he ¥ S
S Bl blo¥Bl0 i) fxdle BBYQI60
delo Qlle MIl)
lakedlls) Slelolin bible sk
éﬁgggqu

baRle BIP)

Ela el albd biblgle 1o bl $2p) E@ ©26% 0l

g 92 Braicg 5 B qv 16! gosfe, wwbiz fRums 5 & 9w
ate QRHE, 1R grs [k @ SR (et | ole afsfEmm A &

Nt o fof @ e Rt ‘oW A A1, (ot oy RifSiece
e Ryferes #ifdeR) oire foiN Irares, TR 0K AN Wi
TR T | SR (TR TS SR WIRAS AT A SRR O
TORACH @ I 20, ©F Wy St @Fis Mo IS 51R | 9y S/
FETE AT IACS JATH 4O BTz (S Wy @emren @] wens
eI e ol
QUFR GARANA T9 SN SR} ICo, “4 I AR (@ BT S IFATH
Ao wifbtafel ooz RBR B Y0 ofrece @IeP 2 (F oifw

QT IR TS A SIS I TACH | T B Fio1o s
&9 BT iR (17 Jrds #ITs IR S R (81 A~ 216

|

=

2320 IS BIR 7| MO 7GR IS bR Tl Bona 1 ey s, wifkifer
(7Tl FATT TS 157 T W, “B B qraw [evs sreidam w3

o iR & @1 @e G ANd SITeE GraAlREN | @ IR

) fEre3) s wifowwm1”

LTI

ANADABAZAR PATRIKA

Slefi] GO Bisld)-lhe Blsl) | efB9¢>
lZ2Bleste & lol b 9] YMSMEE@

Bizls lolie €, &IR) kolle A, B T1ely
leldkeblie) Bk o0l MR SallaY
bofo) BBl B B hede [ Melte] ielo)s)>
%?EE?@E@%%E
Ealpl] Al <8 o gqug
ol 1o% Ogille
b sl LB R Selbllk
lo)dz 5ROV 2 el | Lok
lae Blelll B dedle BEISlell) KIM{te
EEig 1P llie bl Bl 1gleln
Qslk SIBII 2B il “bhodb I
Bl BRG] BEdSkeihnl kiGilelank
an Slelale Bl a2l

loftlin SlORBISYe., st B 1 ssOlle
BRba Ble e ¢ 1ells @Ol Raltale)
B B Mglh) ‘eble Blble Blajga
oldie Bk 5 o) kb kel gy
A P2k $16214 BGule BRI 25
BT
Eﬁvgﬁmiﬁg&@@ﬁﬁ
lefg2sd SIbflie-{fed-flehis bie SloTh
Bkl lele 2k) 1B ke o2
2I2 Kk lalitolle Rblk Sa|inls
Shlle B2t Slflsfhll) bl
lodas] Iplie Lelpddes,, ‘teledi) 12010
B2 lolbl aibbl Ibe 2k BEDMgN
kbl Iofglle, Sledh Bjo S0 Shlk
Ylelale el dollllh kb kgl
&l Lol b 10 557%4wlols) 1102 Lolibb]

\mu}c%

1>l R bksle Sle 800X 1) 6 Biblelie) CC8¢ fellel) 02 Jo\blod>

15 Lot ke i8] lole) 3% RjQ) 0
Bl lobb blible kbt Slgh Sile
Ela &g ‘baibla teaiz hite lo2b pI%
bl Bgl] kil geay
Qlo Bde) Ble Blitow) Dia balblb
U0 29 (el BILR Slelelale
Lelisblaz st lob teb so) to] b

Hodleb] Blbblis ielsdiseh foleil) Stile)
wﬁwggﬁgsgﬁﬁwﬁ&
%) Malgllh 49l (@ledblle) Blelka
o) g08R ki) ou2iella QB BiGbIN
Qb 4l 1ighy kible tolkfe-dib
kob 1> la)] leledl] Gllle Rlalia $a2IE)
EQleliallh Riteels wb ‘3ella

{2lie Bl & Rifklialf2q loiele




VAYS

“Mission to,the hill
5% hy e v hhivs e o

Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee has paid a few visits to
Bengal to boost Yhe morale of cadres and leaders target-
ed by militant Kamtapuri outfits. Since he is vocal in his
warning against these disruptionist elements, one would
expect him to be equally candid on his last meeting with
Subash Ghisingh. Yet he refrained from confiding even to
party colleagues raising speculation of another clandestine
arvangement between GNLF and Marxists to see CPI-M
through in the parliamentary election. Ghisingh employed a
simple device on the last occasion: a boycott of the election
that ensured a walkover for the CPI-M. In return he may
have demanded control over the municipality and non-
interference in the functioning of the Hill Council.
Everything went according to plan, If the Marxists are now
aiming at a repeat performance, it is something that the
Election Commission needs to deal with seriously.

Marxists know that Ghisingh is capable of gifting them the
D: _eling seat even if, in the process, he is seen to be tam-
pering with the conditions for a free and fair poll. This am-
ounts to another kind of disruptiveness. Why should the
chief minister make loud noises against KLO and pretend
that Gi..:i~oh is a ' man of grace and understanding? In rea-
lity, the GNLF and’ CPI-M are partners in a power game
that 2g fetched political and personal rewards, no real gifts
for the common man. If Buddhadeb didn't speak after
mecting Ghisingh, it is merely because he is not given to dis-
tort’ig facts like comrades Anil Biswas and Biman Bose.
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KLO has

KOLKATA, March 18. — The KLO
militants are receiving training in
Afghanistan with the help of ISI
agents, the chief minister said in the
Assembly today.

Mr Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee said
the KLO ultras who were arrested in

north Bengal have told the police -

that some of them have received
training in Afghanistan with the help
of IST agents. Besides the ISI, the
militants in North East have links
with the Maoist groups in Nepal.
The Maoists have indirect links with
the PW, he added.

“The situation is alarming and we
are keeping a tab on the militant
outfits,” he said.

Mr Bhattacharjee said that joint
raids by the state and Jharkhand po-
lice in the PW-dominated areas will be
conducted soon. Senior police officials
of the state have had several rounds of
talks with their counterparts in Jhark-
hand and raids will be conducted.

He said PW activists are taking
shelter in the forests of Jharkhand
and have connection with the peo-
ple. Like West Bengal, schemes to
uplift the living condition of the
poor should be taken up by the
Jharkhand government to curb PW
activities. “The problem cannot be

g ars 5
tackled only administratively and
what is needed is| socio-economic
development of thejpoor. The quick-
er such steps are taken, the easier it
will be for the administration to curb
the militant activities.”

The chief minister said PW activi-
ties are strong under four police sta-
tion areas of Belpahari, Ranibandh,
Bandwan and Binpur. The adminis-
tration has earned the confidence of
the local people who are helping
them track down the PW hideouts.

To curb the PW the Centre has set
up a committee comprising officials of
West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar,
Orissa and Jharkhand and the officials
often meet to chalk out programmes
to nab the PW supporters, he said.

Mr Bhattacharjee said the police
have arrested two people in connec-
tion with the land mine blast at Bel-
pahari on 25 February killing eight
police personnel. The entire gang in-
volved in the land mine blast at
Bandwan on 10 October last year
killing the officer-in-charge of Band-
wan police station has been arrested.

Sources said that the state chief
secretary and home secretary will
attend a meeting in Delhi tomorrow
to evolve a common strategy for
curbing activities by extremist outfits
like PW and MCC prior to polls.

The meeting convened by the
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Union home ministry will be attend-
ed by Andhra Pradesh, Orissa,
Jharkhand, Bihar, Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh and West Bengal.

Abduction of girls: The chief min-
ister expressed concern over the ab-
duction of young girls from the dis-
tricts and subsequently engaging
them in flesh trade. He said that he
has asked some NGOs working in
the field and the State Women Com-
mission members to visit the districts
and give a detailed report to him.

Kidnapping for ransom: Mr Bhat-
tacharjee said that seven people
have been abducted in the state dur-
ing the past seven years. Except in
one case, charge-sheets have been
given. In one case the abductors had
connection with international crimi-
nal racket. Mr Bhattacharjee said
he had no intention of hiding inci-
dents and paint a rosy picture of the
state so far as law and order situa-
tion is concerned.

Assembly adjourned: The short
session of the state Assembly which
commenced on 26 February was

adjourned today by the speaker Mr |

Hashim Abdul Halim. The next ses-
sion will be announced after the Lok
Sabha elections. During the day, the
appropriation bill for the first four
months of the year was passed.
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~ Telangana, Vidarbha not

-

By Our Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD, MARCH 17. The Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, L.K. Advani, said here today that the second
round of talks with the All-Parties Hurriyat Con-
ference leaders would be held in Delhi on March
27, marking an important step in bringing peace
to Jammu and Kashmir.

After a breakfast meeting with the Andhra Pra-
desh Chief Minister and TDP supremo, N. Chan-
drababu Naidu, Mr. Advani told mediapersons
that amid hectic electioneering, he would fulfil
the promise he had made to the Hurriyat lead-
ership of holding the second round of talks before
March-end.

Mr. Advani said the demands for a separate
Telangana, which had become an election issue
in Andhra Pradesh, and Vidarbha in Maharashtra
were not on the BJP’s agenda. “Even otherwise,
we cannot consider these demands, as there is no
political consensus. Unless there is consensus, as
reflected in the adoption of resolutions by the
respective Assemblies for carving out Uttaran-
chal, jharkhand and Chhattisgarh, we cannot do
anything.”

As the press meet came after the BJP and the
TDP arrived at a seat-sharing arrangement, with
the former getting nine Lok Sabha and 27 As-
sembly seats, Mr. Advani said he discussed with
Mr. Naidu ways to strengthen the BJP-TDP alli-

n our agenda: Advani

ance. “I was touched by the personal \fe}come ‘
accorded to my 'vatra’ by Mr. Naidu..-He and the -
Telugu Desam Party have been valuable allies of
the NDA and the BJP since Atal Bihari Vajpayee
assumed office as Prime Minister in March 1998.”

To a question, Mr. Advani said he had request- :
ed Mr. Naidu to allow the TDP to join the NDA |
Government at the Centre if it returned to power.

He said the Congress’ fears of the ‘yatra’ cre-
ating communal tension were “misplaced.” “All
along the route, Hindus, Muslims and Christians
had greeted the ‘yatra.’

The response has been gratifying, especially so
in a place like Hubli where there had been ten-
sion between Hindus and Muslims over an idgah
issue earlier”.

Mr. Advani saw a “perceptible change” in the
attitude among Muslims.

“They now know that the BJP’s image built by
the Opposition is totally different from reallty
They realise that they have been taken for a ride.”
Asked whether this was despite the Gujarat in-
cidents, he said they were a “blot”.

Mr. Advani said the bond between the NDA
and the TDP was a commitment to good govern-
ance. Praising Mr. Naidu, he said: “His contribu-
tion is seminal. Under him, Andhra Pradesh has
become a byword for modernity and rapid
growth. He has put the State on the global map.
Mulayam Singh on ‘yatra’: Page 11
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GNLF ralligs,
behind Gh151 ng

VIVEK CHHETRI * \’ S’ \thlpatmg in the rally,

Darjeeling, Jan. 31: With GNLF
president Subhas Ghising
mired in controversy for al-
legedly accepting commission
from the tea industry, the party
today said it has decided to file
a defamation case against Dar-
jeeling Planters’ Association
and Madan Tamang, president
of the Akhil Bharatiya Gorkha
League.

Tamang, while addressing
public rallies in Darjeeling,
Mirik and Kalimpong in the re-
cent past, had alleged that
Ghising had been accepting
commission at the rate of 50
paise for every kilogram of
Darjeeling tea sold for the past
15 years.

The allegation against Ghis-
ing has rocked the Darjeeling
hills and a belligerent GNLF
leadership went all out to de-
fend its leader.

Gopimaya Gurung, presi-
dent of the GNLF’s women’s
wing, said: “The DPA must file
a defamation case against
Madan Tamang for making the
allegation. If it does not, we
will urge our chairman to file a
defamation case against both
the DPA and Tamang.” Gurung
was addressing a rally at Chok-
bazar in Darjeeling today.

Taranga Pandit, a senior
lawyer and a GNLF member,
said the party would file the
defamation case if the DPA
failed to do so.

“We have decided to go
ahead (filing of the case) with-
in three to four weeks and we
are waiting for the right situa-
tion,” he added.

At today’s rally, most of the
GNLF speakers pointed out
that the party was committed
to the tea industry.

N.B. Khawash, secretary of
the Kurseong GNLF branch
committee, said: “We are both
pro-industry and pro-labour.
We have not allowed militant
unions to come up in the hills.
And while most of the gardens
in the Dooars and Terai are
being closed, things are rela-
tively better in the Darjeeling
hills.”

The GNLF also raised ques-
tions about the status of the tea
garden owned by Tamang at
Meghma.

“It needs to be seen whether
it is registered in India or in
Nepal. We must also find out
whether he is an Indian citizen
or not,” said A.R. Dewan,
general secretary of the
GNLF’s Darjeeling branch
committee.
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Dakua hints at

- KLO threat .-
e\ ) °“ _—

Statesman News Service

KOLKATA, Jan. 29. — Mr Di-

nesh Dakua, state tourism minis-
ter, has hinted that some minis-
ters, including himself and other
political leaders of North Bengal,
have been included in the hit list
of the Kamtapur Liberation
Organisation.

The minister, however, said: “I
have not received any threat from
KLO activists. The police will find
out whether T am in the hit list.
But the government is providing
adequate security.”

Asked if tourism in the state
would be hampered due to the in-
crease in terrorist activities, the
minister said: “ If it is so, nobody
should travel in any part of India
from Kashmir to Arunachal.”

Referring to the KLO, the min-
ister said the organisation wanted
a separate state outside India. But
the Kamtapur Peoples’ Party
wants a separate state in India. It
has a political agenda on the basis
of which it contests elections.

Asked about the KIL.O mem-
bers, the minister said that the ac-
tivists were not a breakaway fac-
tion of the CPI-M. The activists
are grassroots workers from
North Bengal. It is a political cri-
sis why these people are joining
the KI.LO. Mr Dakua added that
some members had taken shelter
in Bangladesh after being driven
out from Bhutan.

The minister today released a

THE SYATESMAN

Asked if tourism in the state
would be hampered due to
therise in terrorist activities,

- 'Mr Dinesh Dakua said: ‘If it
is 80, nobody should travel in
any part of india from Kash-

- mir to Arunachal’

book entitled Rajbanshi Kabita
Sangraha. The book has been edi-
ted by Mr Dilip Roy Pradhan and
comprises 89 poems by Rajbanshi
poets spanning a period of 400
years. The purpose of this book is
to bring back this sect into the
mainstream, the minister pointed
out.

Another book entitled Banga-
darpan focuses on major tourist
sites in the state. The book has
been published by a private publi-
cation agency in association with
the-state tourism department, the
minister added. /.
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"~ Afghanidtkn
new hideout
for Ulfa, KLO,

says Buddha
( Our Correspondent
qu)x\silé%\;m 20 ANUARY "X
AFTE Bhutan?n&angladésh,
it is Afghanistan’s turn to be la-
belled as another hideout for
“anti-Indian” militants.  This
time, the charge was levelled by
West Bengal chief minister Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee during his
recent visit to North Bengal.
“Outfits like Ulfa have made

Afghanistan their new hideout. It
is being used as a training
ground,” Mr Bhattacharjee said
atapress meetin Siliguri on Tues-
day. “The KLO is also cashing in
on the nexus with Ulfa,” he
added. Mr Bhattacharjee refused
to comment on likely talks be-
tween India and Afghanistan at
the centrallevel. According to top
police officials, the matter is al-
ready a major concern for the
Union home ministry. After the
ambush on all militant camps in-
side Bhutan by the Bhutanese
army last month, both the police
and the administration claimed
that the KLO and the Ulfadbaﬁ
been considerably weakened .
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

JALPAIGURVSILIGURI, Jan. 17
— Police today refused to acknowl-
edge that the arrest of Mr Shyamal
Roy, brother-in-law of forest minis-
ter Mr Jogesh Chandra Burman,
had political connotations.

Another 8 KLO men were arres-
ted today from the district.

(The CPI-M was silent on Mr
Roy’s arrest, SNS adds from
Kolkata. In the morning, the chief
minister refused to reply to a ques-
tion on the issue. Mr Biman Bose
and Mr Anil Biswas were out of
town. Even Mr Burman was not
available. A senior CPI-M leader
said Mr Burman did not have any
contact with his brother-in-law.)

Jalpaiguri SP Mr SN Gupta said
the arrest came after a great deal of
investigation and that Mr Roy was
arrested for being a KLO sympa-
thiser. “We’ve arrested Roy for hav-
ing in his possession rocket
-propelled grenades belonging to the
KLO and his arrest has absolutely
no connection with the minister.”

The SP also clarified that initial
investigations had revealed that the
minister was in no way involved in
the case and that it would be unfair

Burman denial

JALPAIGURI, Jan. 17. « Forest
minister Mr Jogesh Chandra Bur-
man today denied having any con-
nections with the KLO and
distanced himself from his brother-
in-law Mr Shyamal Roy. He told
The Statesman that he had filed
an FIR against Mr Roy in a case of
murder of CPI-M leader Subel Das
at Panchmile in Deogaoh on 30
April 1999. He said he had no con-
tact with Mr Roy. — SNS

to accuse him of having connections
with the militant outfit.

The SP, however, termed Mr
Roy’s arrest as a major break-
through, which may lead to the ar-
rest of more KLO sympathisers in
the district and elsewhere. In fact,
Mr Roy’s arrest has led to the ar-
rest of eight more KLLO men from
the district today. Most of the men
come from Falakata block.

The SP said that the arrest has es-
tablished the links between the
KLO and the Azad Hind Bahini, of
which Shyamal was a member.

The Regional Coordinator of the
Azad Hind Bahini, Anil Burman,

.
TTTF-ST.-_.u .

1 g JAN 2004

‘Minister Kin held
* for KLO i

nks

9 Pon ok B
known for his links with KL.O top-
guns like Tom Adhikary and Bijoy
Burma alias Saparia was arrested.

The SP informed that a few
months ago, Tom and Bijoy had
met Anil wherein it was decided
that the outfit would send newly re-
cruited cadre to the Azad Hind Ba-
hini and the former would provide
them with preliminary training in
arms and guerrilla warfare. The fi-
nal training was supposed to
take place in Bhutan, the SP said,
adding: “The sudden Bhutan offen-
sive forced them to postpone the
plan.”

Mr Roy was arrested last night
from his house at Beltali in Falaka-
ta, had a close links with Tom, Mil-
ton and Anirvan Rava.

He also said Tom had spent many
nights in Mr Roy’s house and that
Anirvan was constantly in touch
with Shyamal till the day of his ar-
rest. He said some years ago, Shya-
mal was arrested in connection with
the murder of a CPI-M member but
was later released on bail.

Mr Roy was also involved in the !

KLO’s attempt to abduct Palash
Mondol of Kalipur in Falakata a few
months ago.
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ls Union Territory status the answer to the insurgency and under-development that

‘plagues North Bengal? Yes, writes JK DUTT, arguing that both the Centre and the state

government have a role to play in this regard

< Resize and decentralise

HE Royal Bhutan Army has success-

fully completed Operation Flush Out.

The Indian insurgent groups that have

been operating with impunity from
Bhutanese soil are now under increasing
pressure to quit the Himalayan kingdom.
While it is expected that the United
Liberation Front of Asom and the National
Democratic Front of Bodoland elements will
gravitate towards their mother state, Assam,
the Kamtapur Liberation Organisation lot
will, in all probability, sneak back into North
Bengal, Therein lies a headache for Writers’
Building. Unfortunately, West Bengal like
Assamn has been following a self-defeating
policy in addressing the Kamtapur issue, a
policy that is far removed from coming to
grips with the crux of the problem, namely,
rectifying a defunct socio-economic scene for
the concerned people.

MNorth Bengal has been a victim of sheer
neglect since the very days of Partition. The
region has tremendous potential for develop-
ment, being well served with natural
resources like tea, agriculture, fishery, hydro-
electricity, forestry, fruit processing, horticul-
ture andd tourism. This apart, there is ample
scope for sctting up industrial bases in sever-
al towns. A plus point is the road, rail and air
connectivity with not only the rest of the
country but with foreign capitals like Kath-
mandu, Thimpu and Dhaka. The Chumbi
valley leading to Tibet is in close proximity
and Kolkata port provides a sea approach.

The inhabitants of the are:: are proud of
their herituge and have a ven for hard work.
Regrettably, a review of the past half a centu-
rv indicates that West Bengal’s development
has mainly remained confined to its southern
vorticn. The worst thing to have happened in
the uorid s the demographic change due to
itegn! 1on irom Bangladesh.

The residents of North Bengal have time
and again made submissions for their social
and economic improvement as well as fair
play to the state’s seat of power, to no avail.
Pventually. these people resorted to the only
modus operandi that is the halimark of
ving such discontent to wit — taking up
arrs pgaingt the state.

North Bengal has been synonymous with
insurgent movements — Tebhaga, Naxalbari
orkhaland. The Kamtapuris have put
iy ravional cause; having been

ar exiiential equity with the

FEre il unage of Swami Vivek-
ananda. the “cyclonic Hindu
Monk™, breaks all conven-

tional notions about a saint. Well

versed in Enghish and posscssing

a princely phvsical appearance

Aed o wonderful sonorous voice,

state’s southern half, they demand that they
be given a separate state to run their affairs.
The real estate being sought comprises
approximately 10,000 sq km along the
Jalpaiguri-Cooch Behar tract with Jalpaiguri
as capital. There is also a school of thought
that the new state be christened

Pragjyotispur, the original name of the place
where the Kamtapur dynasty was founded.
Other reasons for a separate state are: the
inhabitants do not identify themselves as
Bengalis; they possess Mongoloid features as

The body of a slain KLO militant being carried away by police in Mainaguti.

a distinct physiognomy: thev speak a native
Rajbongshi language; and they zealously
guard their culture which has little in com-
mon with other ethnic parts of West Bengal.
The fertile terrain is blessed with round-the-
year water thanks to the rivers Teesta, Torsa,
Mabhanadi, Jaldhaka and Tangon. A key fac-
tor is that the vital national road and rail links
to the seven north-casiern states pass
through this area with Bagdogra making a
functional airport.

The issue is what should be done to stem
the Kamtapur uprising, especially the fallout
in North Bengal after the Bhutan operations?
1t is beyond the ken and capabiiities of West
Bengal to find a long-term solution on its own.
The only pragmatic thing to do is to accede o

the demand for a separate state: ideally
speakihg, grant it Union Territory status.

The proposed state would be one of India’s
most important geo-strategic localities. Ergo,
it would be in the fitness of things to exercise
control over this locality as well as oversee its
development through a higher governing
structure. Essentially too, a proper physical
barrier complete with modern surveillance
svstems needs to be set up along the new
state’s border with Bangladesh, Nepal and
Bhutan. This is inescapable In order to pro-

The Statesman

vide all round security for the Siliguri
Corridor.

Next, a massive economic resurgernce has
to be launched by maximising on the avail-
able resources but with the term of reference
that industrial output must run in tandem
with employment generation, Absence of
employment is the principal reason for the
rise of insurgency. In fact, a similar void in
North-east India is responsible for the ongo-
ing conflict between the citizens and the state
despiie the region being one of the richest. As
a developmental measure, it would be worth-
while to create a special economic zone for
North-east India and include Kamtapur in it.
An all out effort towards high grade industri-
clisation coupled with a surfeit of job oppor-

His master’s voice

SWAMI TYAGARUPANANDA pays tribute to Vivekananda

tunities is the panacea for North Bengal’s
insurgency.

On its part, West Bengal should be more
than happy with this arrangement. The
southern extremity of Kamtapur should
cover Balurghat and the northern end should
rest where Gorkhaland begins. The
Kamtapuris have asked for some districts of
western Assam to be absorbed in their state.
This must be avoided. Western Assam has
just begun to acquire some stability after the
government’s agreement with Bodo
Liberation Tigers and this stability needs to
be maintained at all costs. Truth to tell,
NDFB should close ranks with BLT for their
own better future. Ulfa’s depredations would
get a fillip if any part of Assam is touched for
accommodating the Kamtapuris. Hence, it
might be prudent to draft the Dinajpur-
Malda-English Bazaar section of West
Bengal in lieu of anything from Assam.

This must not be seen as an act of acquies-
cence. After all, three new states have already
taken birth and we do need many more. We
should expand to about 50 states if we desire
good governance. For example, comparison
between Goa and Uttar Pradesh in the con-
text of size and proportion for effective gov-
ernance has no rationale. Physical tailoring of
states in keeping with the professional man-
agement tenet, “resize and decentralise”, is
sine qua non to be fair to the chief ministers.
West Bengal will surely be better placed for
development after giving up its northern part.
Nobody knows this better than our current
chief minister who in his carlier capacity as
home minister has interacted with Kamtapur
leaders and knows the difficulties that have
been plaguing the issue. He is also aware that
it is unfair to expect his government to meet
the Kamtapuris’™ aspirations. What with the
Peoples War threat seeping into Scuth
Bengal, he is in no position to face a second
such upsurge in the north. He should let the
Centre deal with the Kamtapur issue in all its
dimensions. The Centre, too, has to react
positively to the situation; dispatching more
troops is no answer to the problern. What is
required is the application of judicious state-
craft for tackiing the core issue of insurgency
~ namely, the search for identity in a pluralis-
tic society.

(The author is a retired Lieutenant Colonel of
the Indion Army. )

projected ideal was that of the war-
rior, Sri Krishna, who admonished
Arjuna to give up faint-heartedness
and plunge  into the battlefield.
Although the science and technolo-
gy of the West were necessary, he
believed that Indian society, in

he had a sensitive heart that wept
on sceing the sufferings of peo-
ple. Vivekanands is probably the
most discussed of the great men
of our country born in the pre-
Independence era. This is evident
from the numerous organisations
that bear his name. In 1985, the
government declared 12 January,
Swaniiji's birtaday, as National
Youth Day.

Sister Nivedita, in the introduc-
tion to Complete Works of Swari
Vivekananda, traces three major
influences in the making of the per-
son. Fist, 51 Ramakrishng, the
preeeptor, who by his brilliant dem-
onstiation of the principles of reli-
gion, dJdrew Naremdranath away
from Western agnosticisni, Second-
tv, Indian scriptures, which Swamiji
felt were a treasure-trove of relig-
ion. He believed that the highest
philosophical truths were contained
mn the Upanishuds and the Gita and
the time had come to broadeast
thern. Thivdly, the experience Swi-
miji gathered  while  travelling

through the length and breadth of
India. From the dwellings of sweep-
ers to the palaces of native kings, he
felt the pulse of the entire country.
Centuries of foreign rule and tyran-
ny of the caste system had reduced
the poor to the level of animals.
Vivekananda wanted to bring the
lofty religious truths - so far in the
confines of books and pandits — to
the poor and the downtrodden in
order to alleviate their misery.

.The greatest attraction of Swami
Vivekananda is his modernity; he is
a person whose honest queries, suf-
furings and bravery make us feel
that he is our very own. Naren was
barely 21 years old when his father
passed away, leaving him with a
huge debt to repay and fight a long-
drawn court case aimed at driving
his family out of their Simla ances-
tral home. The young lad had his
mother and younger brothers to
look after and even before the fu-
neral rites were over, went scarch-
mg for a job. But finding a job was
not easy. Later, Vivekananda

would say that the hardships under-

gone during those days prepared

him for the harsh realiiies of life.
But before the dust of this storm

could settle, Sri Ramakrishna
passed away in 1886. Ramakrishna
had ignited a number of spirited
men to dedicate themselves to the
realisation of the highest religious
principles. But he left without lay-
g down a formal monasiic order.
Narendranath was in a quandary -

on one hand was his family and on
the other his master’s message.
Narendranath opted for the sec-
ond, deciding to sacrifice the luxury
of a happy family life for the gru-
elling life of a monk.

In his famous address to the
World Parliament of Religions
(Chicago, September 1893), Swam-
iji spoke of the catholicity of Hind-
uisin. The religion, he said, not only
preached tolerance for other faiths,
but also believed them all to be dif-
ferent paths to the same goal. He
also spoke of the glory of the atman
(soul). He said fthat just as mist dis-
appears with the moming sun, so
would the feeling of littleness, of
being encumbered by the body, be
obliterated when the Vedantic doc-
trine of the inherent divinity reach-
es out to all,

Vivekananda came back to India
in 1897. It was as if the country, still
in chains, had found in him their
national leader. Swamiji took this
opportunity to awaken the sleeping
masses with his fiery lectures. The

order to preserve its uniqueness,
should be steeped in its own cultur-
al and religious heritage.

While in the West Vivekananda
preached the highest flights of reli-
gion, he stressed on nation-building
when he returned to India. In 1897,
he founded Ramakrishna Mission,
an organisation set up to help
young men realise the highest spiri-
tual ideals. But the means to this
realisation was primarily through
service - the dedicated band of
monks would work towards allevi-
ating the sufferings of the needy.
Vivekananda thus set in motion a
huge machinery. This organisation
would be like a big banyan tree,
under whose shadows thousands of
people would draw strength and
succour, Rarnakrishna Mission
would, in years to come, take many
persons across the tumultuous
events of life and make their dream
of a rejuvenated India come true.

(The author is Vice-Principal, }
makrishna Mission Vidvamands



A

omﬁmfﬁeﬁmmwm fuferefe: s, @ a1 -3 e
R ST R AR i S@7 A O (A SRR O (TS T (IS
(FAR S ST JUE JAR BPGTE | i TR 18 7B HiTH!
fefbe e Trwett Bifecy Tt Sl IS BriTeiq) SR A T P |
AfeP-ePITATTT I | 1T ATHS &I THH F1-(F HNEHA-CI FACRHA
G 2 AR 0, “BRA 9 e e (ST W aeRfER o (@re
~ 512 /11 N +ive 2T50e B3| o el vre et oy 7903 [ (Wit

“MWWWIWGWWWW|WW|

" et Wl $ATE O 8 SItRd SIS TS afSe A
a@&m&mmﬁ%@f@ wEpsiiRefire 75 SwHiE I8 I,
g 31 F0R, O WARSRA M| TS TA O AT A S
WWW@WWWWW@Wl

- JAAE) @R Sl AR THR IR AT ST S TS aF%
,wmmmmmmiaﬁmmmwswmm TAE
IR I A G I TR (TR WRZ TS 4 ITE— <51 F0)

¥ T R P G A8 @A TR (1R AT 9 AR S0 TwRees |
v TR R At (STher TS e wf wteers g e
~Reters ¢ fSfar i Sle] 19 T RN ST YUNG | SIF AT @Y
“EEeiiRefy CNt FaCaTH W 3 Fiot aferaifier Y sl
“orm re B MifReftre o wreEm Ay Teswn Tmw S{w
* FRTET @ (30T @It (R | TETE SRR il art T8I o
7 T BRI I GRANTAE 21! qiferea) opoet wraet Mifare Bt

L YYWER ISR R T & R U2 TS wik-CRAcE 2|
" eI (T 97 @ G FIHIRTE TYUA IR YA Tow ff (v Tfe,
WWWW|@MGWWWWWWW
? “amy FERNTHR T3 7RG ¢ @R =g, o o1t 5% 731 Aten @17
, ST HEER | T FRIL T T 2 | 73 e e Gt ©iRo
! TS (A e FACS 0| O ZCAL T GBI =1 wWpet 7 ”
L. AR SN, e P @l Atecz) Sewarme 36 Rrmonia Beng
(TR | Sl 9 -2 PR aifs w7m 20 iitd | Sits Taaamras
TS| T W, “TTIRTETe SPTw < TATE, TERA0H Wl e (e AR A
I, (- ITAS O GTf% GINS IH-IMITE CR (IS SItid ¥ Frars
S g SRR~ oiF i, Sepmeieidl S TS FA0T I AT
RIS el TR WA S 3 (e eifef¥e ware wwln
OB SeHR, (IR {EIS (IRICH JNE! GOI SIS (T3 TG ST o4e1
vﬁzﬂmmwﬁsm 512 @4 TEFHAAIT WS |

~amazar PAERL L 1.6 gan 2004



“folve 2E

W

fﬁmﬁz‘iﬂ—

(mm )
3 :\6@
TR (Narers)): [&
G-I S 9B A G
o R abeaiore S owiter
bis i oI EREE A
A5TR W T et
Afert e oMTEeTvR R T |
wiF-guer HEE e Aeae
WA SitiR U, “HeE (red
A IS T e GFiEm
csEiEres frn aagfd sw)
gfert-eritiea it eI
wiat @8 Ia wel @ (@, GBI
e SfSH s (FINg Cere
) éa faafice oy Wt
R CRGIEIC R T IAACK I 1)
@wmmmuﬂﬁmm
e faraes G (9 @
a3 wRe
TR AN (rAw, Ao e
LS FC gAEE sfferdt IR \
TS HiEren ) s Qe |
wE o> W v =i cire w
e e ofwe?” Rae @
Freemr sfaae #foopd mewm
T ATTRT X FA IR AR
frsie TTet g 23
aFoH Sfsraea gre T A
s{fert-eratsiraa Fefte aife fag
=R o fGm W TR |
wferan @ fefedm wa, e |
WS Bt offeTea witme =B |
Afema wrwe, wge » fiw W=
Bt aeiEy Saw o v ¥R
4T AT (T 9 € T gIA
BIET| SNEIFIATCHR WY ST
af¥fre age 9 o= o fow 2
AR Sam AFETR e
02 @ A fog et corraTe
sifertt offert spsita Ao et
FEw, e 8 I s
TSR, S QM FTACRY (-
T2 O qrasialfe ef st
TATSIEE ST Ao e
amFiree el waif vam)”
FeREE T o 9 €
Tive, @ ¥9n (orHd s
e GReie ed a3
Sferefrae o & o @ e
AW 92 ATSL AR @S I8
Tl e oftet oW
“ffRieiee @ a9 ¢ gNaAR Bra
T e Tren il weigas fag @
G (N ARG oW TN, GO
ER FW (AT PR | W
<5t $HITA Gt wfemitT sitas
et @ e feEe ey wha
frera e emies 631"
sfert @ ot fraw 9eq,

iwﬁmﬁw\qmmm

BITE) AT 63 fofve =@ otz
ag eoo TG Wiz ks 7 @rx
&5 fefee zrem s ooffem)
TEIA Wy TEd  sAivwife
St Fie T qRrerew ™

Bero avziononfn  wfSr wrmE



‘:W—“t@ %W'WWW
‘Qﬂ W’

ANy

(IS (% IR @ vgﬁmm@ s¢ GREIR— SIS !
FSReers AENITIR T ‘) STHT B671er O | @ AT T (7 & (3 95
@ T | S G Wi fofbe oa o (I A @@ con M v
ATCEa ol A (T 8feR, S @ @ @89 (AR WA BY
e AfSAM 42 IR QT T 24 ZAT 519 AT | ofat 2Areieas &
GTR T WRET I | @ WA e § ¥ 9o qre A=ims wive e |
ARG, G T AT AR e T | AR s o el wae |
TR | (@ B B G- AR 2bi AT T R | (3 g
wiif> (ReTl waE | [Fgfea AR A TT LT T 31 7 | JHAA
TS B BN o7 CFAI NSS! TEFT S T W v facem B
O | g e @2 B B s (TSRS T, QI (F 971 87 B oIS
AR | AW ZIN B (F GF € (! W T W S A @] (Fera i | g
SIwE (AATE (O] AR THNE W SHFNET oRe ol 1S
ST R TS AT SRS | JURR A0S B wi%k (Afe e W
| 99R OIR ¢ SRS A Frafee offem 1 ot Rl AfER) ) o shvew amfa
e ¥ GE | A AbE e e T, IR e (@
oo RS W (@RYR e 2 339 | OR TE §RTS 33 oRe we
| st SRS | 93 (W (R S Bl MG S [ o ¢ B | wier

g ¢ N |

AN DABAZAR PATRIK? 16 yan 2



‘Operation
Flush-ou

KOLKATA, Jan. 15. — At
least 650-700 militants
have been killed or appre-
hended or have surren-
dered in Operation Flush-
out in Bhutan. These in-
clude Ulfa, NDFB and
KLO militants.

Lt-Gen. JS Varma,
GOC-in-C Eastern Com-
mand, stated this today af-
ter the investiture ceremo-
ny on the occasion of Ar-
my Day. The operation is
still continuing, he said.

According to Army
sources, the operation is in
its residual phase. All the
30 known camps of the In-
dian insurgents in Bhutan
have been burnt down by
the Royal Bhutan Army,
and militant operations
have been terminated.
The border sealing opera-
tions of the Indian Army
in Assam are still on.

Speaking on the signifi-
cance of the Army Day, Lt
-Gen. Varma said: “It was
on this day in 1949 that
Gen. KM Cariappa took
over as the Chief of Staff
of the Indian Army.”

Lt-Gen. Varma confer-
red the honours on 63 Ar-
my personnel and six units
for their valour and sacri-
fice during operations in
Jamnmu and Kashmir and
the North-east at an au-
gust ceremony at the Fort
William.

“On this day, we make
much of those who have
worked hard. Besides, it is
also an incentive for oth-
ers to work as well and get
the awards,” Lt Gen. Var-

THE STATESMAN
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performar
countering and
checking infiltration,
successful action
against insurgents
and terrorists and
exemplary work to
help civil authorities

ma said.

Brigadier Rajiv Enoch
Williams of the Army
Headquarters received the
Yudh Seva Medal. Sena
Medal for gallantry was
awarded to 44 soldiers. Of
them, eight soldiers were
awarded the honour post-
humously. Seven soldiers
received Sena Medal for
distinguished service while
ten received the Vishist
Seva Medal.

Lt-Gen. Vijay Kumar
Chopra received the Vish-
ist Seva Medal for the sec-
ond time for distinguished
service.

Six units received GOC-
in-C’s citation for sus-
tained good performance
in countering and check-
ing infiltration, successful
action against insurgents,
terrorists and exemplary
work to help civil authori-
ties.

“These units have won
the hearts of the people
and helped to improve
their quality of life,” said
Lt Gen. Varma. ~

V6 0an 2004
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‘Operation
Flush-out

KOLKATA, Jan. 15. — At
least 650-700 militants
have been killed or appre-
hended or have surren-
dered in Operation Flush-
out in Bhutan. These in-

clude Ulfa, NDFB and
KILO militants.
Lt-Gen. JS Varma,

GOC-in-C Eastern Com-
mand, stated this today af-
ter the investiture ceremo-
ny on the occasion of Ar-
my Day. The operation is
still continuing, he said.

According to Army
sources, the operation is in
its residual phase. All the
30 known camps of the In-
dian insurgents in Bhutan
have been burnt down by
the Royal Bhutan Army,
and militant operations
have been terminated.
The border sealing opera-
tions of the Indian Army
in Assam are still on.

Speaking on the signifi-
cance of the Army Day, Lt
-Gen. Varma said: “It was
on this day in 1949 that
Gen. KM Cariappa took
over as the Chief of Staff
of the Indian Army.”

Lt-Gen. Varma confer-
red the honours on 63 Ar-
my personnel and six units
for their valour and sacri-
fice during operations in
Jammu and Kashmir and
the North-east at an au-
gust ceremony at the Fort
William.

“On this day, we make
much of those who have
worked hard. Besides, it is
also an incentive for oth-
ers to work as well and get
the awards,” Lt Gen. Var-

THE STATESMAN

countering and
checking infiitration,
stccessful action
against insurgents
and terrorists and
exemplary work fo
help civil authorities

ma said.

Brigadier Rajiv Enoch
Williams of the Army
Headquarters received the
Yudh Seva Medal. Sena
Medal for gallantry was
awarded to 44 soldiers. Of
them, eight soldiers were
awarded the honour post-
humously. Seven soldiers
received Sena Medal for
distinguished service while
ten received the Vishist
Seva Medal.

Lt-Gen. Vijay Kumar
Chopra received the Vish-
ist Seva Medal for the sec-
ond time for distinguished
service.

Six units received GOC-
in-C’s citation for sus-
tained good performance
in countering and check-
ing infiltration, successful
action against insurgents,
terrorists and exemplary
work to help civil authori-
ties.

“These units have won
the hearts of the people
and helped to improve
their quality of life,” said
Lt Gen. Varma.
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KLO ch%w
link in the net

OUR CORRESPONDENT V after11 months on condition that

Alipurduar, Jan. 12: Police cla-
imed to have come a step closer
to netting the on-the-run chief of
the Kamtapur Liberation Organ-
isation (KLO) with the arrest of
Meghnath Roy, a key linkman of
the militant outfit, last night.

Roy, 28, was arrested from his
home at Shidhabari in Shalkum-
arhat around 10.30 pm. Shalku-
marhat is considered a safe zone
for the militants and their asso-
ciates as it is flanked by the Jal-
dapara Wild Life Sanctuary and
the Torshariver.

Roy used to shelter the KL.O
brass, including commander-in-
chief Jeevan Singha, who is be-
lieved to have fled to Bangladesh.

Roy’s name repeatedly came
up during the interrogation of
Tom Adhikary and Milton Bur-
ma, two KLO top guns arrested
by the Royal Bhutan Army last
month.

Jalpaiguri police stumbled
onto Roy’s trail after the Bhutan
authorities handed over 20 rock-
et propelled grenades that they
had recovered from the Bucca
camp of the KLO. After question-
ing the militangs in custody, the
police learnt #y Rn&
the arms to

once arrested Meghnath in 2001
for his involvement in anti-natio-
nal activities. He was released

he would return to the mainstre-
am and help the police by provid-
ing information on the militan-
ts’ movement in Shalkumarhat.
But instead he went back to help-
ing the KLO again.”

Gupta said Roy was “more
dangerous” than some of the tra-
ined rebels as he knew the terra-
in like the back of his hand. He
found shelters for the militants
and helped them choose the rou-
tes to Bhutan. “Meghnath was a
reliable linkman and extremely
efficient. Otherwise, the KLO
would not have given him charge
of routing 20 rocket-propelled
grenades to its Bhutan camp.
Had he helped us in the past, mil-
itants like Rustam Chowdhury
of the Ulfa, who died in an enco-
unter last June, Singha, Adhik-
ary and Burma would have been
in our net much earlier,” the po-
lice superintendent said.

Roy said he was first approa-
ched by Sukumar Roy, the KLO
cultural secretary, who asked
him to help the outfit conduct
meetings in the area and provide
its members with safe houses.

High court judges

President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam
today appointed Soumitra Pal,
Aniruddha Bose, Arun Kumar
Bhattacharya, Sankar Prasad
Mitra and Pranab Kumar as jud-
ges of Calcutta High Court, says
aPTIreport.
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fered Mr Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee both an op-

portunity and a challenge. It has broken the
back as well as the morale of the militants belonging to
the Kamtapur Liberation Organization. It has also
gone a long way in snapping the KL.O’s logistical and
other links with mentors like the United Liberation
Front of Asom. It is now upto the chief minister to
seize the opportunity and stamp out the menace of mil-
itancy in north Bengal. The violence and subversions
that the senseless movement for a separate Kamtapur
state unleashed has been a disaster for the region’s
peace and economy. Apart from sporadic Naxalite vio-
lence in some south Bengal districts, the Kamtapur re-
bellion has been the worst threat to peace in West Ben-
gal in recent years. The movement may not have alarge
following, but the geography of the region has long
made it difficult for the state to fight it. Besides, it be-
came a rallying point for malcontents and political ad-
versaries out to embarrass the ruling Marxists. It is
possible, though, that some unrelenting elements with-
in the KLO would ignore Mr Bhattacharjee’s latest ap-
peal to the outfit to give up arms and return to peace. It
would be unrealistic for the chief minister to expect
the militancy to wither away. In step with Assam and
the union government, West Bengal has to complete
the task that Thimphu began.

Mr Bhattacharjee also faces a challenge of weeding
out the causes which the KLO exploited. Both in the
northern and the southern parts of Bengal, there is an
increasing tendency among political extremists to
rope in tribals and other poorer sections of the people.

If the Kamtapuris managed to win the support of even
small sections of tribals in north Bengal, that was ob-
viously because they felt more deprived and more alie-
nated than other people. Even partners of the ruling
Left Front, such as the Forward Bloc, routinely com-
plain of lack of development in north Bengal. The re-
gion’s only organized industry — tea — has long been

-in decline. The government’s lack of vision has
thwarted private entrepreneurs’ initiatives to exploit
the area’s tourism potential. The board set up a few
years ago for north Bengal’s development has generat-
ed more political debates than hope for the people. Dev-
elopment may not necessarily be an antidote to mili-
tant politics, but it may take the sting out of the ex-
tremists’ propaganda battle. It is also worth pondering
why sections of the people are disillusioned with the
political process. Unless these basic problems are exa-
mined and remedies attempted, there will always be
disgruntled groups raring to fall to the lure of the gun.

:
3B hutan’s offensive agains{\\ndia rebels has of-
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Army hands o
“more KLO

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JALPAIGURI, Jan. 3. — Twelve
ultras of the Kamtapur Liberation
Organisation were handed over to
the Jalpaiguri police last night by
Afmy jawans of the Binnauguri
cantonment. They were produced
at the Jalpaiguri court today.and
were remanded to police custody
for 10 days.

‘Sophisticated weapons and 5,354
rounds of live cartridges was recov-
ered from them. This includes an
universal machine gun, one AK-47,
six SLRs, two 303 rifles, and two
G3 rifles.

‘The 12 ultras are Sailen Roy alias
Babulal Marandi, Kanak Sarker
alias Aklanta Roy, Shyamal Das
alias Dara Singh, Dipak Adhikary
alias Deepchand, Hiranmay Das
alias Dr Anup Barua, Jagadish
Pramanik, Parimal Burman alias
Paritosh Roy, Gopal Roy alias
Parveen Mech, Haridas Singh alias
Shakti, Narayan Roy alias Tarun
Thapa, Hriday Roy alias Tridev
and Dilip Roy alias Azan. Among
these the big catches are Dipak Ad-
hikary, Hiranmay Das, Gopal Das,
Haridas Singh and Hriday Roy.

Jalpaiguri SP-Mr SN Gupta said
Haridas Singh was put in charge of
selecting Rajbanshi youths and
sending them to Bhutan for
training.

oyer 12
ultras

M(,H’Jk me

No end to the chase...

SILIGURI, Jan. 3. — The death of KL.O militant Shyamal Singha alias
Anirban Rabha in an encounter with the police at Balabari village near
Mainaguri in Jalpaiguri district yesterday is being viewed as a major
success of the police.

Singha, allegedly the key person in fashioning most of the crimes com-
mitted by the KLO, was also one of KLO chief Jiban Singha’s most trus-
ted lieutenants. His end may have ended a major headache for the
authorities but the documents recovered from him have given the au-
thorities an additional angle to ponder over. According to a letter recov-
ered from the dead militant, he was trying to fix up a trader for
extortion or was already milking him. It was learnt that Singha, who
along with four other militants had apparently left their hideouts before
the Royal Bhutan Army crackdown began, was in the district to serve
an ultimatum to a victim.

According to the police, Singha had drafted a letter instructing the
trader to arrange for Rs 2 lakh and that some previous amount was al-
s0 due. The militant had suggested that the trader call him over phone.
Although police are not divulging the name of the victim, it is clear that
the KLLO was already extorting him. It is the second time since the op-
eration against the militants began such a matter was detected. Top
KL.O leaders Milton Barman and Tom Adhikary had also revealed dur-
ing primary interrogation that they had received Rs 15 lakh recently
from a trader who was one of the KLO’s earliest victims.

The KLO leaders had also disclosed that Jiban Singha was in posses-
sion of Rs 8 lakh and the rest was with two others. The Jalpaiguri po-
lice recovered a diary from Shyamal Singha yesterday in addition to a
visiting card of one of KLO’s recent victims, Nishiganj trader Gopal
Debnath. The recovery of the letter and diary with names and telephone
numbers point towards the fact that the KLO was and could still be in
the extortion business. The police also say that Shyamal was behind
several robberies and abductions. — SNS

Why they attacked the CPM office:

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

JALPAIGURI, Jan. 3. — The KLO
had attacked the CPI-M party office
at Dhupguri, Jalpaiguri on the 17
August last year because the CPI-M
were opposing their movement.
The KLO had planned the move
with the United Liberation Front of
Assam to terrorise CPI-M workers,

and their target was Gopal Chaki, a
frontline CPI-M leader and karmad-
hakhya of the Jalpa1gur1 zilla
parishad.

Moreover, the leader of the Kam-
tapur Women'’s Right Forum, Bhar-

- ati Das, was arrested from Jalpesh,

Jalpaiguri a few days back alleged-
ly for trying to get women to join
the KLO.

The attack was led by Joydev Roy,
Shyamal Singha, Dipak Adhikary,
Hriday Roy, and Mihir Das had re-
sulted in the death of five persons.

Jalpaiguri SP, Mr SN Gupta said
the militants involved in the firing
had been neutralised in the past
month. Four were arregted and
Anirvan Rava was lglleﬂ}fn an en-
counter yesterday:-”
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