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/ Mlss1ve danger

7! CBI, as poI|t|caI un has a nasty recoil

he controversy over the PMO’s letter to the CBI
querying whether ail legal/investigative options have
been exhausted vis-a-vis LK Advani’s alleged role in the

Babari Masjid demolition case is the umpteenth instance,

of politicians making a mockery of the investigating
agency’s independence. The BJP is super-agitated about
the letter but when it was in power it did not allow the CBI
any more elbowroom than what the Congress does now.
And before the BJF, when the Congress was in power for
decades, it institutionalized its use as a gun in political
hunts.

The CBI and its counsel should be deciding whether
Advani’s discharge by the Rae Bareli court merits a
revision petition or not. A letter from a PMOQO official
to the agency that, between the lines, actively
encourages such a course of action is highly improper
and wholly contraindicated by the Supreme Court’s
directions in the Vineet Narain case on the CBI's
functioning,.

That seminal judgment should have been the last word
for all politicians on how to handle, or rather, not to
handle, the CBI. Such is the departure from the court’s
prescriptions that were the apex court to take suo moto
notice of whether various administrations have been
contumacious in their conduct it should occasion no
surprise and plenty of satisfaction.

Indeed, the context for such a legal intervention is
perhaps the most apposite now, when the Congress seems
a little unbalanced in its use of state organs for political
purposes. Unbalanced because the attempt to fix
Opposition leaders is coupled with efforts to unfix cases
against ruling alliance worthies.

The CBI has been made to tell courts that nothing useful
will come out of further looking into Captain Satish
Sharma’s petrol pump allocations. Lalu Prasad had had
the benefit of tax authorities discovering a new goodness in
him in the disproportionate assets case. Renuka
Chowdhury, whose feistiness in defending the Nehru-
Gandhis sometimes spills over to other activities, has had
a case of assault dropped.

Doubtless other UPA notables will find their
inconveniences treated similarly. The simultaneity of
letting friends off while going after enemies is a bit too
brazen by even Indian political standards. The bigger
danger is that it will set a new standard, of violently

vindictive conduct against those vanquished in vote

counts.

The Congress, as is inevitable in politics, will lose power
one day. If today’s Opposition then write a sheaf of letters
to the CBI asking certain cases be given fresh attention, it
will have only itself to blame.
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PMO letter

EXPRESS NEWS sznwc§ '

NEW DELH!, DECEMBER 23

HE PMO-letter is-
sue rocked both
Houses of Parlia-
ment today, as the
Government maintained inthe
Lok Sabha that it was its legit-
mate right to seek information
about the legal position in any
case. Defence Minister and
Leader of the House Pranab
Mukherjee contended that a
PMO official had written the
letter in the context of a revision
petition filed by two witnesses
challenging the discharge of
BJP chief LK. Advani in the
Babri Masjiddemolition case.

Former prime minister
A_B. Vajpayee led the NDA at-
tack on the Government. Ad-
vani stayed away, as agitated
NDA members staged a walk-
out after charging the Govern-
ment with interference in the
working of the CBL.

The Speaker adjourned
the Lok Sabha for 15 minutes
to facilitate a discussion, when
BJP and RJD members tried
toshout each other down.
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Somnath Chatterjee, Shivraj Patll and L.K. Advanl at a

function to commemorate the 102nd birth anniversary of the
fate Chaudhury Charan Singh at Parliament on Thursday. PT/

Mukherjee stated that the
PMO official had only sought
clarification on the legal posi-
tion on the filing of revision pe-
titions (by witnesses) and the
failure, if any, on the part of the
prosecuting agency in taking
timely action to move a higher
court. “The sum total of this
correspondence is nothing
more than eliciting informa-
tion from the investigating
agency. It is not a directive of

any kind to any investigating
agency and cannot be con-
strued to amount to any man-
ner of interfering in the work-
ing of the agency,” he said.
Vajpayee described the let-
ter as “peculiar” and sought to
know what it amounted to, if
not applying pressure (on the
CBI). “It is not correct — stop
this,” he told the Government.
Brij Kishore Tipathi of
Biju Janata Dal, Prabhunath

Singhof Janata Dal (U)and K.
Yerran Naidu of Telugu De-
sam supported the BJP stand.

In the Rajya Sabha, Min-
ister of State for Parliamen-
tary Affairs Suresh Pachouri
said the letter was not a direc-
tive. Pachouri contended that
the PMO during the NDA rule
had also asked for information
from the CBI in the case. “You
are exposed,” he said, which
ledtoan uproar. ‘

BIPleader Arun Jaitley al-
leged that the Government
was interfering with the func-
tioning of investigating agen-
cies. Finance Minister P. Chi-
dambaram said he would be
happy if Jaitley searched his
conscience on whether the
principle of independence of
investigating agencies was not
breached during NDA rule. “I
would like to say that this prin-
ciple has not been breached
during the six months of UPA
rule,” he added.

Meanwhile, UPA mem-
bers, waving copies of a
weekly, sought to raise the lat-
est controversy about Za-
heera Sheikh.
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~"7.5% ANNUAL RATE ENVISAGED
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Dec. 4. — Prime
Minister Dr Manmohan Singh
today advocated an increase in
the rate of growth of capital for-
mation in the economy for the
government to deliver on its
commitments to generate emplo-
yment, reduce poverty and find
resources for new investment.

“It is of utmost importance that
we create an enabling environ-
ment that rewards creativity,
risk-taking and the spirit of
enterprise and adventure,” Dr
Singh told the second meeting of
his Council on Trade and Indus-
try. “I do believe that we are
entering a new phase of growth
and that over the next decade
we should be able to register an
annual growth rate of around
7.5 per cent.”

The Prime Minister later told
reporters: “This is just the
beginning.”

According to a senior official,
the one difference between pre-
vious meetings was that the
Prime Minister played a more
“active” role in the proceedings,
and asked questions that sug-
gested he was aware of what
was going on.

Virtually all these invited
turned up except for Mr
Kumarmangalam Birla.

Describing as “distressing” the
declining ratio of gross domestic
capital formation to gross dom-
estic production, as well as pri-
vate corporate sector capital for-
mation from 26.9 per cent and 9
per cent respectively in 1995-96
to 23 per cent and 6 per cent in
recent years, Dr Singh said this

Speed up
reforms for
srowth: PM

_trend must be reversed.

Singling out inflation as an
area of major concern, Dr Singh,
however, asserted the govern-
ment was committed to protect-
ing the common man by holding
the price-line and speeding up
reforms to push up economic
growth to 7.5 per cent.

“I don’t wish to downplay the
concern being expressed on
inflation... I have already stated
that holding the price-line is a
priority for our government,” he
said. Pointing out that inflation-
ary pressures were almost enti-
rely on account of the increase in
world oil prices, he said: “We
cannot insulate ourselves..We
are, of course, committed to pro-
tecting the common man to the
extent possible from these mar-
ket-induced pressures.”

For the country to be able to
register an annual rate of
growth of 7.5 per cent, the Prime
Minister called for an accelera-
tion in the rate of growth of agri-
cultural production up to 4 per
cent and industrial production
at around 10-12 per cent.

Seeking to end the tyranny of
“inspector-raj”, Dr Singh said to
modernise India, “we must
reduce transaction cost of doing
business. We must integrate our
economy at home and be more
integrated globally”.

Finance minister Mr P Chi-
dambaram, who was present at
the meeting, asked the gather-
ing of industrialists to suggest
an alternative way if the present
system of getting licences, per-
mits and other clearances was
too time consuming.

8 Another report on pg 12
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"Handle seer with cargj’M tells Jaya

v
HT Correspondent I \
New Delhi, November 25 9( A/\ ¥

PRIME MINISTER Manmohan Singh
has told Tamil Nadu chief minister Jay-
alalithaa to ensure the probe into the
case involving Kanchi Sankaracharya
Jayendra Saraswati is handled with
“extreme care and consideration.”

In a letter to her, Singh also request-
ed the Tamil Nadu government to “take
all such measures as appropriate to en-
sure the physical well-being” of the
seer. The Prime Minister said that the
sentiments of many individuals were
closely associated with the Sankara-
charya’s well-being. “An investigation
involving a person of his eminence
needs to be conducted with extreme
care and consideration,” he added.

On two earlier occasions, Singh had
said that the Centre had no hand in the
arrest of the seer but felt that he should
be given his due respect considering
his age and stature as a religious
leader. He noted that Jayendra Saras-
wati had been arrested by the Tamil

26 NOV 2004

Manmohan & Jaya A note of caution

Nadu police in connection with inves-
tigations into the murder of a former
employee of the Kanchi Mutt.

“I believe that the government of
Tamil Nadu has had to take this ex-
treme step of arresting Swamiji keep-
ing in view the gravity of the allega-
tions against His Holiness in the mur-
der case,” he observed.

“Whereas it is extremely important
that due processes of law must not be
interfered with and that law must be al-
lowed to take its own course, it is also
relevant to note that Swamiji keeps in-
different health. His Holiness also en-
joys a high religious status and posi-

tion in society,” he added.

Singh'’s letter may be seen as a move
to counter the BJP’s decision to treat
the seer’s arrest as an issue at par with
Ayodhya in its campaign to re-hype
Hindutva. The L.K. Advani-led BJP,
which has cited the seer’s arrest as a
mark of the Congress-led Centre’s in-
sensitivity to Hindu sentiments and an
eagerness to appease minorities, found
fresh ammunition yesterday, when Kad-
hiravan, the man who had confessed to
have helped hire the killers to murder
former Mutt manger Sankararaman,
turned hostile before the Kancheepu-
ram magistrate. He said that the police
had used force to extract “confessional
statements” from him.

No CBI probe

The Supreme Court today dismissed a
PIL seeking that the probe against the
Kanchi Sankaracharya be handed over
to the CBI. The court said the petition-
er had not made any effort to verify the
facts, nor did he have any locus standi
in the case.

THE HDUSTAN TIMES




“PM open to talks with North East rebels

) \/\ Imphal (‘”
VN1 NOVEMBER Q;)’\ :

RIME Minister Manmo-
P han Singh on Sunday of-

fered to hold peace talks
with all militant groups in the
restive North East region that
gave up arms. Winding up a 24-
hour trip to Maniput, the Prime
Minister assured the people of the
troubled state that steps would be
taken to prevent the misuse of
the Armed Forces (Special Pow-
ers) Act, but urged civil society
groups not to set any deadlines
for withdrawing the anti-terror

]aw\‘

“Lam giving an open invitation
toall young menand women who
have taken to arms to come for
talks with us so that we can usher
in peace and prosperity in the
North East,” the Prime Minister
told reporters here. “Our govern-
ment is willing to talk to anybody
who shuns the path of violence.”

Manipur has witnessed violent
protests since July for the repeal of
the anti-terror law, with Apunba
Lup, a conglomerate of civil socie-
ty groups, setting December 10 as
the deadline for withdrawing the
Act that gives sweeping powers
for arrest and use of force to secu-
rity forces engaged in counter-in-

surgency operations.

Dr Singh appealed to the
Apunba Lup, which has threat-
ened tointensify protests over the
law, not to get restless. “Tappeal to
the people of Manipur not to set
deadlines and not to adopt a rigid
stand. 1 assure you that we will
come with some checks and bal-
ances, maybe before the stipulat-
ed six months period,” he said, re-
ferring to the time set by his gov-
emment for the review of the law
by a panel of experts.

The Apunba Lup has called a
boycott of teaching of Hindi in
schools and collegesas part of its
protest until the December 10

deadline. Referring to efforts to
bring militant groups to the nego-
tiating table, Dr Singh said there
were “positive overtures” from
the outlawed United Liberation
Front of Asom (Ulfa), an influen-
tial group fighting for an inde-
pendent homeland in Assam.
But he indicated that his gov-
emment would continue to work
with neighbouring nations 1o
crack down on anti-India rebels
that had bases outside the coun-
try. Dr Singh said Myanmar had

given an assurance that it would §

act against separatists having
bases in the neighbouring coun-
try.
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Har Trick: Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh tries on a Japj,
atraditional Assamese h
in Guwahati on Sunday.

PM assures
execution of
Assam Accord

Guwahati
" 21 NOVEMBER

IN a bid to soothe the frayed
nerves of All Assam Students’
Union (Aasu), Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh announced on
Sunday that the Assam Accord

would be implemented in letter |

and spirit. “I can assure you that
the government is committed to
the implementation of the Accord
in letter and spirit,” the Prime
Minister said while inaugurating
the Assam Secretariat.

The Centre had announced on
Friday that it would soon convene
a tripartite meet to take stock of
the implementation of the Assam
Accord. Aasu had announced an
agitational programme to oppose
the Prime Minister's visit in
protest against the UPA govern-
ment’s decision to retain the con-
troversial Tllegal Migrants Deter-
mination by Tribunals Act. The
students’ body later called off the
protest following an assurance
from both the Centre and the state
government on a tripartite meet-
ing for proper implementation of
the Accord. Referring to the gas
cracker project, the Prime Minister
said it was a matter of “great disap-
pointment that the project which
was conceived by the last Congress
government at the Centre, had not
yetbeen fully implemented.”

Theissue of Rs400 crore capital
subsidy made no progress after

i the Congress government went
_out of power. GAIL was in the fi-
 nalstages of preparing a feasibility
" report and the government would

| able, he added.

take steps as soon that was avail-

—PTI1
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- East to west, Singh

refuses to be provoked

PM sticks
_topath
“ of peace

G
V" suaNDUTTA

Imphal & Guwahati, Nov.
21: Manmohan Singh is claim-
ing for himself the mantle of a
pacifist Prime Minister, with a
message from a John Lennon
song for all those who care to
hear on both India’s western
and eastern borders and in-
side conflict-ridden states:
“Give peace a chance”.

The Prime Minister has
staunchly refused to respond
with threat for threat, either to
President Pervez Musharraf’s
harking back to the extreme
position of a plebiscite in
Kashmir, or to rigid deadlines
set by political outfits in the
Northeast to scrap harsh laws.

Through the course of the
week just past, on his tours of
Kashmir and the Northeast —
he returns to New Delhi to-
morrow evening — Singh is
consistently pushing the
peace envelope: if it is Pak-
istan, he is expressing a deter-
mination to continue with the
composite dialogue; in Ma-
nipur, he has ordered a review
of the Armed Forces Special
Powers Act and in Assam
today he appealed to the Unit-
ed Liberation Front of Asom
(Ulfa) to shun the gun because
“you now have a Prime Minis-
ter from amongst you who
shares your dream of a resur-
gent Assam”.

Responding to Mushar-
raf’s statement made yester-
day that India was not being
flexible enough, Singh said:
“Flexibility does not come
from stray words. We have to
work out a sustainable way to
bring peace in South Asia. The
Pakistan Prime Minister
(Shaukat Aziz) is coming (to
Delhi) the day after tomorrow.
We will discuss.”

Musharraf had made the
statement following Singh’s
remarks in Srinagar earlier in
the week that Delhi cannot
consider redrawing or re-de-
marcating boundaries. But
that was followed by an expla-
nation from the Indian estab-
lishment that it was seeking a

¢ 2 NOV 2004

resolition of the Kashmir dis-
pute despite borders and be-

yond borders by promoting an
intensive exchange in trade,
commerce and travel.

Manmohan Singh

Musharraf had alleged
that India’s withdrawal of
some troops from Kashmir
was “cosmetic”. “AllI cansay,”
the Prime Minister repeated,
“is that we are very serious
about the composite dialogue
going ahead.”

Singh also spoke on India’s
ties with its neighbours in the
east — Myanmar and Bang-
ladesh — and emphasised that
Dethi cannot wish away neigh-
bours and will contend with
them pragmatically.

Seeking to assuage tem-
pers in Manipur, the Prime
Minister said: “It is my sincere
desire to find credible ways
and means while protecting
the interests of national secu-
rity and safeguarding the fun-
damental human rights of our
citizens.”

In Assam, the Prime Min
ister digressed from his writ
ten speech to make a direct ap
peal to the Ulfa. “I appeal te
you to shun the gun becaus:
you now have a Prime Minis
ter from your own state wh
shares your dream of a new
resurgent Assam.”

Singh has been elected t
the Rajya Sabha from Assam.

He said there had beel
some overtures for talks. “Ou
government is willing to tall
to any group which shuns th:
path of violence.”

M See Page 8 /
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PM looklng to
talk autonomy
for Kashmir

Manoj Joshi
New Delhi, November 18

THE BOTTOMLINE has been
spelt out — no redrawing bor-
ders of Jammu and Kashmir and
no further partition on religious
lines. Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh’s decisions on thin-
ning forces, comments on talks
with the Hurriyat and Pakistan,
and his economic plans for J&K,
have made India’s roadmap on
Kashmir much clearer.

According to a source who
travelled with Singh to the state,
the PM is clear that he has no
mandate to “negotiate the trans-
fer of Indian territory”. Thro-
ugh his visit, Singh has repeat-
edly referred to his own back-
ground as a refugee and in that
context, he has made it clear to
Pakistani President General
Musharraf that he was not will-
ing to accept “a second parti-
tion”. The PM is conscious that
he is the leader of 150 million
Muslims as well and he can
make no concession that “could
jeopardise our social equilibri-
um by extremism of the right”.

The PM’s own take appears to
be a solution that involves both
India and Pakistan offering
maximum autonomy to the
parts of J&K they control and
then open up borders. According
to the source, “Soon, you will
discover that there is no need to
redraw borders in this border-
less world.”

The source said the PM has
come back with the conviction
that the 2002 polls have strength-
ened the position of those who
stood against separatism. For
this reason, the government ap-
pears to be taking a firm line
with the Hurriyat — “small men
thrown into big chairs”, as the
source described them.

The PM sees his broad offer

Jobs for J&K

PRIME MINISTER Man-
mohan Singh announced
on Thursday that Jammu
and Kashmir would be ex-
empt from the nationwide
ban on recruitment-in Cen-
tral government services.
“The ban imposed by the
Centre will not apply to
J&K since the youth in the
state are facing hardships
in getting jobs,” Singh told
a rally in Jammu.

PTI, Jammu

for unconditional dialogue with
all parties who abjure violence
as a sufficient invitation for the
Hurriyat to talk. In other words,
if the separatists are waiting for
an invitation, it is not going to
come. The Centre’s attitude has
been shaped by its belief that
Pakistan “has used terrorist
means to condition these people
(the Hurriyat)”.

In this context, the source said,
the Centre was willing to once
again consider the autonomy
proposals. that had been placed
by the National Conference gov-
ernment some years ago.

# More reports on Page 2
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New Kashmir

BHARAT BHUSHAN
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Srinagar, Nov. 17: As the first

in Singh vision

{ )t

intentions honest and your
desire genuine. I have no
pre-conditions except that you

batch of Indian Army sol- come in peace so that we can
diers pulled out of Anantnag, give peace a chance,” Singh
Prime Minister Manmohan ! declared in Urdu at the Sher-i-
Singh offered the people Kashmir Cricket Stadium at
of this benighted state “a Sonawar to a bussed-in crowd
new Kashmir” that would of Congress and People’s
be secure, peaceful and i, Democratic Party supporters.
prosperous. “Our doors are open for
To make that dream a real- everyone,” he declared.
ity; he offered a further pull- A dominant theme of
out of troops if the situation Singh’s public address was
improved, unconditional that “peace without dignity is
talks with anyone who abjur- meaningless”. By “dignity”,
ed violence and a four-year de- .. Singh said, he meant “respect
velopment and reconstructi- | for all those fundamental
on plan worth Rs 24,000 crore. rights and freedoms that the
Peace was on the Prime citizens of this country
Minister’s lips but violence enjoy”. He argued that the
made its presence felt as he i honour and dignity of the
landed in Srinagar. Singh’s Indian armed forces enjoined
touchdown coincided with a | them to respect human rights.
gunbattle between two mili- He stressed this repeatedly
tants and security forces 300 and referred to the sufferings
metres from the venue of his of the Kashmiri people both
public meeting. The militants in his public meeting and at
were killed and the meeting the convocation of the Sher-i-
went ahead after some delay. Kashmir Institute of Medical
If 19 months ago his pred- Sciences.
ecessor Atal Bihari Vajpayee Recalling the “traumatic
had pulled a rabbit out of the experience” of the Kashmiris,
hat in Srinagar by extending : Singh said: “Nearly every
a hand of friendship to Pak- : 55 i family has witnessed a
istan, Singh’s promise wasnot Manmohan Singh at the Srinagar rally on Wednesday. (AFP) tragedy, hundreds have been
as dramatic a gesture. But the killed or injured and thou-

lack of drama did not mean an absence of vision.

While Vajpayee had talked to Pakistan, Singh started a
dialogue with the Kashmiris themselves. He offered them a
vision of prosperity if peace prevailed. He told them that he
had come to learn what agitated their hearts and minds and
what their needs and wishes were.

However, the crowd response did not match Singh’s
sentiments. It showed little emotion — perhaps inured by
many such promises from Delhi.

Singh’s message was essentially four-fold: that his govern-
ment was sincere about talking unconditionally to anyone
and everyone who shunned violence; that those who opposed
peace were not the true friends of the Kashmiri people; that
peace without dignity was meaningless; and that “peace
building” could begin even before the successful conclusion

. of adialogue to resolve the Kashmir issue.
“I come with no pre-conditions, if your heart is clear, your

18 NOV 2004

sands have been displaced. Women and children have been
the worst sufferers. My heart goes out to those innocent
mothers and sisters, sons and daughters. I share your grief
and understand how difficult it often can be to believe that a
better future lies ahead.”

Because the people of Jammu and Kashmir had suffered
and continued to be scarred by violence, the Prime Minister
said: “We are working on our neighbour (Pakistan) to put a
permanent end to this meaningless violence. If the violence
ends, the security presence will be unnecessary.”

The troops could then be reduced further, Singh said.
While Singh said that a purposeful dialogue for peace
would continue, he also argued: “Kashmir cannot wait until

these dialogues arrive at a satisfactory solution. The
challenge to peace building in Kashmir is now. I want the
journey of development to begin here and now.”

M See Page 6
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. Troop-cut not
anl unacceptable
risk, says PM

~ No scope for third party’

HYDERABAD, Nov. 14.
— The Prime Minister
today said the government
had taken a risk, though not
an unacceptable risk, to
order the reduction of
troops on the border.

“The major reason for it
is that infiltration has come
down largely due to the
efforts of the security
forces. It is an experiment
that we will be trying and
we will constantly review it.
We have taken some risks,
but not unacceptable risks,”
Dr Manmohan Singh said.
He was responding to a
question at a press confer-
ence on what was the basis
of his confidence to order
troop reduction.

Referring to President
Musharraf’s proposals for
the India-Pakistan border
and whether he would toler-
ate US intervention to has-
ten the peace process in
J&K, he said: “There is no
scope for third-party inter-
vention. We are confident of
dealing with it bilaterally, on
the basis of dialogue, which
is making progress. We are
committed to get credible,
lasting, mutually satisfactory
solutions to all problems.”

On what he wants to
achieve during his trip to

J&K he said, “I want to
reach out to the hearts and
minds of the J&K people.
They have seen a lot of vio-
lence. We have to put this
chapter of violence behind
us and a new chapter of
hope and trust should start.
That is my goal. That is my
hope and my prayer...”

On the recent rise in
petro prices, he said there
are technical compulsions
caused by the steep hike in
international prices.

“I have said it is a painful
necessity taken in the coun-
try’s interests, for develop-
ment and to take care of
social concerns. I propose
to discuss this with my col-
leagues in the Left parties. I
am confident of the ways
and means to convince
them,” he said.

Earlier, he launched the
national Food-For-Work
programme in Chevella,
Rangareddy district, where
he promised to strengthen
panchayati raj institutions.
The Centre would soon
unveil a health and medicare
policy for the rural poor.

On how he rated his gov-
ernment’s  performance
which is completing six
months, he quipped, “The
issue of stability worries the
BJP more than anyone else
in the country.”

Dr Singh said his govern-
ment has begun very posi-
tively on various fronts,
including foreign policy and
also internally like the dia-
logue with the Naga groups.
“We have improved our
relations with Pakistan and
USA. There are policies in
the CMP (which we have
attended to) and the expan-
sion of the Sarva Siksha
Abhiyaan.” — SNS



Kashmir-boun

PM cuts tro

H/ a7y
Agencies
New Delhi, November 1

PRIME MINISTER Manmo-
han Singh today announced a
winter troops cut in Jammu &
Kashmir, taking the media by
surprise and drawing instant
endorsement from Islamabad.
The move, announced in a
statement, precedes Singh’s
maiden visit to Jammu &
Kashmir as Prime Minister
on November 17-18 and re-
sumption of the composite di-
alogue process with Pakistan
later in the month. The move
will also add to the backdrop
for Pakistan Prime Minister
Shaukat Aziz's visit to India
on November 23 as Saarc’s
outgoing chairperson.
Explaining the move, Singh

said, “During the past several

months, the Indian Army and
other security forces deployed
in the state of Jammu & Kash-
mir have achieved success in
bringing about an improve-
ment in the security situation
in the state.”

He said effective counter-
infiltration measures and suc-
cessful mobilisation of popu-
lar support behind the war
against terrorism had led to a
“visible improvement” in the
ground reality in Jammu &
Kashmir. “This is reflected in
the increased tempo of eco-
nomic activity, continuing in-
crease in tourist arrivals and
a general sense of security
among the people.”

Pakistan welcomed the an-
nouncement, terming it a step
in the right direction. “This is
a positive decision and it
could ease tension between
the two countries. We have
completed one cycle and are

NOV 2004

PS

.50p to separatists to
resume diatogue

e Aresponse to
Musharraf’s call for
demilitarisation of state

& Message to the world
that PMis keento
respond to the improved
situation, vindicating
Indian logic that troops
have been sent to J&K
only because of militancy

going towards another cycle,”
Pakistan  foreign  office
spokesman Massod Khan told
an Indian TV channel.

But the Prime Minister
added that the situation would
be kept under constant review.
“We cannot, however, afford to
relax our vigil. We are aware
that infiltration attempts from
across the border and the LoC
continue, and the infrastruc-
ture of terrorism in the shape
of training camps and launch-
ing bases remain intact.

“If the levels of infiltration
and terrorist violence in-
crease, more troops, as neces-
sary, will be redeployed,”
Singh said.

More reports on Page 4

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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/" Reason badha5v %‘EV

The PM’s ‘rozgar badhao’ slogan may sou
Qg\‘yfbgood but it does not pass the reality test

HE UPA's strategy for raising

employment rests on very weak
pillars. The weakest is the new slo-
gan coined by Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh: rozgar badhao (in-
crease employment). It goes with an
assurance not to bring in “hire and
fire” by changing labour laws.
Labour laws may apply only to or-
ganised labour which constitute 7
per cent of the work force, but by
keeping them in place India has al-
ready witnessed an incredibly slow
growth in employment in large scale
industry. It is not surprising that in-
vestors are unwilling to take the risk
of setting up industries which they
will not be allowed to close down, or
hire workers who they cannot fire.

The slow growth of employment in .

the large-scale private manufactur-
ing sector is a major contributor to
the growth of unemployment in the
country. Today, central and state
governments are not in a position to
increase employment significantly
by more hiring. Therefore, the slo-

gan that employment should be en-

hanced without a change in labour

.laws translates into saying that jobs
in the unorganised sector should
grow. But for these jobs to grow, the
country needs growth.

The second pillar of the UPA’s
strategy to raise employment is the
proposal to give 100 days per year of
work to able-bodied rural job-seek-
ers. In this case again there is an an-
alytical mistake. Employment guar-
antee schemes, designed for coping
with droughts, are being sought to
be used to solve chronic problems.

Unemployment is highest among
the highly educated. NSSO data
shows that in 1999-00, unemploy-
ment among illiterates was just 0.2
per cent. For those educated up to
primary school, unemployment
was 1.2 per cent. In contrast, un-
employment among college gradu-
ates was 8.8 per cent. The employ-
ment guarantee scheme will not
target employment where it is the
highest. The pitiful resources of
the government can hardly over-
come economy-wide labour mar-
ket issues. If there is a chronic
problem in the labour market, a
government job guarantee scheme
can hardly address it. It is not the
job of the government to give jobs.
The job of the government is to
create an environment where the
economy grows well.

If India had succeeded in mas-
sive industrialisation, like China,
this would have generated a great
deal of employment, particularly
for college graduates who would be
technicians operating machines.
This would have further created in-
centives for people to get educa-
tion. If the government is serious
about the unemployment problem,
this is the area where a concerted
policy focus is required. What India
needs to do is to launch a concerted
attack on matching China in the
game of globalised production. This
includes rationalisation of customs
and excise and VAT, removal of
small scale sector reservations, eas-
ing FDI procedures, as well as re-

forms to labour law,
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~BINGH TAKES SWIPE AT WEST ON TERROR

v, PM raises

- UNSC

at v.

Sept. 23. — Making a pitch for
India’s inclusion as a permanent
member of the United Nations
Security Council, the Prime Minister
today also took a swipe at the “polit-
ical expediency” that besets the US-
led global war against terrorism.

In his maiden address to the UN
General Assembly, 7
Dr Manmohan Sin-
gh relegated Pakis-
tan to. a brief para-
graph towards the
end of the speech, |
after assertions of §
support for the de-
mocratic process in
Iraq and Afghan-
istan, “two countries §
with which India has
had historically fri- |
endly ties”. That was
a clear indication
that India aims to
get out of the rut
that, in the interna-
tional community,
equates it with its
Western neighbour.

Wearing an ash-
grey bandgala suit,
Dr Singh said: “The
expansion of the Sec-
urity Council and the inclusion of
countries like India as permanent
members would be a first step in the
process of making the UN a truly
representative body.”

The 15-minute address in English,
to a near-full house, was aimed at
highlighting the need to avoid “sele-
ctive approaches and political expe-
diency” in dealing with issues like ter-
rorism and nuclear proliferation. He

THE STATESMAN

Dr Singh addresses the UN General
Assembly on Thursday. — AFP

said the UN was “unable to exert an
effective influence on global eco-
nomic and political issues of critical
importance” because of what he
termed “its democracy deficit, which
prevents a multi-lateralism that is ba-
sed on a democratically-evolved glo-
bal consensus”. In an oblique refere-
nce to the lack of international press-
ure on countries like Pakistan, which
are not democracies, he said India is
j a responsible democ-
racy, with an “impec-
cable” record in non-
proliferation and a
strong base in human
rights. “Terrorism ex-
ploits the technolo-
gies spawned by glob-
alisation, recruits its
foot soldiers on ide-
ologies of bigotry and
f hatred, and directly
! targets democracies.
And yet it’s a sad
reality that interna-
tional networks of te-
rror appear to co-
operate more among
themselves than the
democratic nations
they target,” he said.

German support

German  foreign
minister Mr Joschka Fischer
appealed to include India, Japan,
Brazil and Germany as permanent
members on the UNSC.

No compromise on J&K: Pak

Pakistan Prime Minister Mr Shau-
kat Aziz has said that Islamabad will
never compromise on Kashmir, PTI
adds from Islamabad.
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"Pak on mind,

PM e
Americ

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, September 19

TWENTY DAYS after the foreign
ministers of India and Pakistan
clinched a 13-point agreement to
strengthen confidence-building
measures, Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh is to review the
progress of the peace process
with President Pervez Musharraf
in New York on Friday.

The two leaders are expected
to carry forward the composite
dialogue process leading to en-
hanced people-to-people contacts
and cooperation on humanitari-
an issues, official sources said
minutes before the Prime Minis-
ter’s departure on a nine-day vis-
it to the UK and the US.

Considerable significance is
being attached to Singh’s talks
with the Pakistani President as it
will be the first top-level contact
with Musharraf after the instal-
lation of the UPA government.

Singh will have a breakfast
meeting with- US President
George W. Bush on September
21. He is likely to stress the need
for greater economic coopera-
tion in the light of India contin-
uing its economic reforms
process. In his departure state-
ment, Singh said that both India
and the US were determined to
endow their vital relationship
with greater content, particular-
ly in the fields of economics and
high technology.

Meetings with the heads of
state of Japan, Afghanistan,
Germany and Brazil apart from
other candidates for permanent
membership of the Security
Council have also been lined up
for Singh on the side-lines of the
UN General Assembly session.

On the first leg of his visit,
Singh will meet British Premier
Tony Blair on Monday in Lon-
don. Later, a joint declaration
will be issued. It is likely dwell

Pt

aves Ol

atrip
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. s A
Manmohan is greeted by Sonia

Gandhi and Union ministers
before his departure.

Seyiziber 20 Meeting with
Blair in London

Segteraber 21 Breakfast
meeting with Bush, likely to
stress importance of greater
economic cooperation

Septophzr 23 Address to
UN General Assembly, will
make case for India's
candidature as permanent
member of UN Security
Council

Sepiemoer Z4 Meeting with
Musharraf in New York, will
review progress of peace
process

upon a future joint strategy on
combating global terrorism, ille-
gal immigration and conflict res-
olution. Singh will also meet a
select group of CEOs of British
industry to encourage them to
take advantage of the invest-
ment and business opportuni-
ties in India.

In New York, Singh will ad-
dress the UNGA on September
23. “We will make our case for In-
dia’s candidature as permanent
member of the UN Security
Council, which is gaining in-
creasing international support,”
Singh said in his departure
statement.

% More reports on Page 2
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By Mohua Chatterjee/TNN

New Delhi: It seems like an
audacious manoeuvre, aim-
ed to disarm. Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh has
chosen RSS journal, ‘Pan-
chajanya’, for his maiden
interview, a sure disap-
pointment for many in
the press corps eager to
grab that ‘first’. ‘Time’
magazine is the benefi-
ciary of his second in-
teraction with the press,
its choice perhaps dic-
tated by the PM’s forth-
coming visit to New
York for the UNGA ses-
sion,

The interview to
‘Panchajanya’ is being
viewed as the PM’s bid
to reach out to the op-
position and to bury
the hatchet. The con-
versation with the edi-
tor of the Hindi weekly
saw Singh being afforded
an opportunity to put
across his side of the skir-
mish in parliament. Inter-
estingly, the magazine has
also featured leader of the
opposition I, K Advani—
more prominently than
Singh—in the same issue,
who has reciprocated the
PM’s. ‘let bygones be by-
gones’ message. “It's a
closed chapter,” Advani is
quoted as saying in re-
sponse to a question on the
standoff in parliament.

‘Panchajanya’ itself see-
ms to be in synch with the
mellow mood with the edi-
tor sparing Singh the tough
questions that are its stock-
in-trade. Rather, by singing
atune contrary to Yashwant
Sinha’s “shikhandi” note,
he describes Singh as one
- who is beyond criticism.
The bonhomie extends to
giving the Prime Minister

PM picks RSS

journal for his

first interview
7 Jactical Move Aimed. ]
At Burying Hatchet

space to blame the dispute

on the opposition, and the
interviewer urging Singh to
understand that the opposi-
tion has its own compul-
sions to be heard. However,
political circles note that
there is realpolitik behind
the display of warmth and

civility on both sides soon
after the bare-knuckle show-
down they had on the floor
of parliament. For the gov-
ernment, the loss of almost
the whole session has
brought home the need to
carry the opposition with it.
For the opposition, the
growing middle class an-
noyance with such agita-
tional measures in parlia-
ment has come as a blow.

Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh told Panchajanya,
“My government does not
consider anyone to be an en-
emy” (Meri sarkar kisi ko
bhi shatru nahin manti). He
added, “Tt is better if the gov-
ernment and the opposition
work together.” The Prime
Minister’s bid to reach
across the aisle comes at a
time when he is being egged
on by colleagues as well as
partners on the Left to up the
ante against the BJP.
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‘policy

- blitzkrieg’

By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 14. Before he
leaves for a week-long foreign
trip, the Prime Minister, Man-
mohan Singh, has called a Cab-
inet meeting on Friday where
he proposes to unveil a “policy
blitzkrieg,” all intended to op-
erationalise the commitments
made in the Common Mini-
mum Programme. The idea is
to give a new orientation and
new energy to the Government,
which has so far been seen as
engaged mostly in fire-fighting
operations and has spent most
of its time in coping with politi-
cal distractions.

Dr. Singh and hit senior
aides in the Prime Minister’s
Office are reported to have
been working overtime during
the last five days, reviewing the
pace of implementation of the
CMP. There is a realisation that
part of the supporting Left par-
ties’ impatience is on account
of the somewhat-below-expec-
tation implementation in the
first 100 days of the United Pro-
gressive Alliance Government.
Some of the promises made in
the CMP have been sought to
be fulfilled by way of increased
allocations for education and
the food-for work programme.
But it is realised that something
dramatic, if not drastic, needs
to be initiated.

Actionable proposals

The CMP consists of four
types of actionable proposals.
First, commissions and com-
mittees such as a national com-
mission on the unorganised
informal sector; a second “Sar-
karia” commission; an admin-
istrative reforms commission; a
national manufacturing com-
petition commission; revamp
of the National Integration
Council and a National Com-
mission on Education. These
are easily doable proposals, but
the Government is yet to an-
nounce a single commission.

A second clutch of proposals
includes legislative initiatives
on cooperatives, reservation for
women in legislatures, a model
law on communal violence,
constitutional status to the Mi-
norities Commission, a law on
Urdu under Articles 345 and
347, the Right to Information,
the Lok Pal, and repeal of PO-
TA. The prolonged disruption

THE HINDU

of Parliament in the budget ses-
sion derailed the Government’s
legislative agenda. Third, a re-
view of the existing pro-
grammes and, fourth, new
programmes. The progress so
far has been slow. Dr. Singh has
begun the process of asking
each Minister to come up with
five action points that his/her
Ministry could implement in
the next six months. The Minis-
ters would be held accountable
on this score.

Friday group

According to  informed
sources, Dr. Singh has been
pondering over ways of pro-
ducing a synergy between the
political and administrative
elements, especially between
the Congress and the PMO.
There is a structured core group
which meets every Friday; it
consists of the Prime Minister
himself, the Congress presi-
dent, Sonia Gandhi, the De-
fence Minister, Pranab
Mukherjee, the Parliamentary
Affairs Minister, Ghulam Nabi
Azad, the Human Resource De-
velopment Minister, Arjun
Singh, and the political secre-
tary to the Congress president,
Ahmed Patel. But this Friday
group has yet to acquire the ef-
ficacy or the cohesion of an in-
ner group.

Role for young MPs?

There is a proposal before
the Prime Minister to tap young
and competent Congressmen
and women for administrative
and parliamentary responsibil-
ities. One innovation could be
the revival of the parliamentary
secretary  system, whereby
young MPs could get attached
to important Ministers.

Above all, Dr. Singh has ac-
cepted the advice that he needs
to be more “visible” than he has
been so far. According to sourc-
es, Dr. Singh believes that the
visit to Andhra Pradesh was a
rewarding experience. Visits to
Jammu and Kashmir and the
North-East are being worked
out. In fact, the visit to Jammu
and Kashmir was proposed for
this week but was put off be-
cause of the Election Commis-
sion’s model code of conduct
coming into force. The inten-
tion is to repackage the Man-
mohan Singh Government as a

purposeful entity.
i
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“] am in charge and

By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 4. There is “no
foundation” to the “insinua-
tion” that there are two power
centres in the United Progres-
sive Alliance Government, the
Prime Minister, Manmohan
Singh, said at his first formal
press conference here today. Al-
so, he asserted that he would
not be pressured into giving up
his job half-way. “Let there be
no doubt or ambiguity” on his
Government lasting its full term
and that “the misconception”
that he could be pressured into
giving up “is simply not going to
materialise.”

Also, Dr. Singh made it clear
that while his Government
wanted to deepen the process
of peace and friendship with
Pakistan, the onus was on Isla-
mabad to live up to the promise
made in the January 6, 2004
joint statement that Pakistani
territory would not be allowed
to be used for terrorist activities.

Before taking questions dur-
ing the hour-long press confer-
ence, Dr. Singh had issued —
and declared it as “taken as
read” — an opening statement
that sums up the political per-
spective of the coalition Gov-
ernment.

‘India must shine’

Dr. Singh’s theme song was
that the people of India had giv-
en a mandate to him and had
rejected the National Demeo-
cratic Alliance. He said the
United Progressive Alliance
“was a natural product of that
mandate and reflects the pref-
erence of the overwhelming
majority of the electorate.”

Responding to questions of
the presumed incompatibility
between his Government's de-
sire to carry forward reforms
and its dependence of the Left
parties, Dr. Singh’s argument
was that economic decisions
should be equitable. In his
opening statement, he said: “In-
dia must shine for the poor, it
must shine for the Scheduled
Castes, the Scheduled Tribes,
other backward classes and the
minorities. India must shine in
the cities and the villages. We
want India to shine, and shine
for all.”

In response to questions on

last”’

The Prime Minister, Manmohan Slngh, addresses his first press conference in New Delhi on Saturday. — Photo: Kamal Narang

the current political controver-
sies, he sought to present him-
self as a reasonable and
moderate voice. On the ques-
tion of periodic “tinkering” with
textbooks, he said that “certain
distortions were introduced”
during the previous regime and
these needed to be “corrected,”
but added that “I am opposed
to fundamentalism of all kinds,
be it of the Left or the Right.”

Savarkar issue

Asked about the controversy
over the Petroleum Minister,
Mani Shankar Aiyar’s remarks
about Veer Savarkar, he said

there were aspects to Savarkar’s
life which were controversial
and some of his views were not
acceptable, but did not think
“any good is achieved by speak-
ing ill of the dead; it generates
only unnecessary controversy.”

On the latest inquiry ordered
into the Godhra train carnage,
Dr. Singh said the new inquiry
would in no way impinge on the
on-going investigation. “I am
fully satisfied,” he said thereby
backing the Railway Minister,
Lalu Prasad, who has appointed
a three-member probe panel
headed by a retired Supreme
Court judge.

‘Tainted’ Ministers

Nor did the Prime Minister
give an inch on the question of
the “tainted” Ministers. He re-
peated his Government’s con-
tention that there couid no two
categories of “taint.” The reme-
dy to the problem was to see
that “tainted” people did not
get into Parliament. “This mala-
dy must be nipped in the bud,
at the electoral stage, if we seri-
ously wish to deal with its con-
sequences for governance,” he
had noted in the opening state-
ment. He said he was consid-
ering an-all party conference on

Jus

electoral reforms on this count.
About the brewing discontent
in Jammu and Kashmir and the
North-East, Dr. Singh said his
Government would fulfil its in-
ternal security obligation in “a
humane and compassionate
manner and in keeping with
[the] democratic traditions.” He
invited all groups, including the
Hurriyat to sit at the dialogue
table; “we are not laying down
any pre-conditions, but expect
that those who resort to mili-
tancy should eschew the path of
violence, and stop the killing of

innocent citizens.”
More reports on Page 8

India, Pakistan to
continue dialogue
@ Kasuri strikesgg jarring note

By Amit Baruah 4’(9/’

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 4. The Foreign
Secretaries of India and Pakis-
tan, Shyam Saran and Riaz
Khokhar, today agreed to rec-
ommend to their Foreign Min-
isters, who meet over the next
two days, that the composite
dialogue process be continued.

This agreement, contained in
a joint press statement, came
on a day when the Pakistan For-
eign Minister, Khurshid Meh-
mood Kasuri, said that the
people of Kashmir be given the
choice to determine their future
— using an alternative term for
a plebiscite.

Using strong words, Mr. Ka-
suri said that India and Pakistan
were still at the “starting line” as
far as Kashmir was concerned.
In an apparent response to a
comment made from New Del-
hi, Mr. Kasuri said, “Kashmiris
are not holding India and Pakis-
tan hostage. By denying them
their rights, we have kept their
future in limbo, and ours in a
state of perpetual tension.”

‘Unifocal statement’
Reacting to it, the External Af-
fairs Ministry spokesman said
there was “considerable disap-
pointment here” at the “unifo-
cal statement” made by Mr.
Kasuri prior to his departure
from Islamabad. “This is not in
consonance with the spirit in
which we have conducted the

composite dialogue so far. It al-
so violates Pakistan’s own call
for a rhetoric restraint regime,”
he said.

‘Positive assessment’

The Foreign Secretaries, who
met to prepare the ground for
the Foreign Ministers’ meeting,
“assessed positively” the talks
on the eight subjects that com-
prise the composite dialogue —
peace and security, Jammu and
Kashmir, Siachen, Sir Creek, the
Waullar Barrage/Tulbul naviga-
tion project, terrorism and drug
trafficking, economic and cul-
tural cooperation and promo-
tion of friendly exchanges in
various fields.

“The Foreign Secretaries
agreed that the discussions had
been productive and had taken
place in a cordial and construc-
tive atmosphere. Several useful
ideas and suggestions were
made by both sides,” the press
statement said.

Official sources told this cor-
respondent that while India
called upon Pakistan to put an
end to terrorism emanating
from its territory, Mr. Khokhar
said that Kashmiris should be
associated with the current dia-
logue between the two coun-
tries. Responding to the
Pakistani suggestion, Mr. Saran
said the Government of India
represented the Kashmiri peo-
ple as well.

More reports on Page 9




in New Delhi.

S.N. SINHA/HT

CENTRESTAGE: Manmohan Singh talking to newspersons

THE HIDUSTAN TIME'S

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, September 4

PRIME MINISTER Man-
mohan Singh expressed
hope that the private sector
would show sensitivity to-
wards the need to enlarge
employment opportunities
for SC/STs, OBCs and other
disadvantaged groups.

Singh's first public artic-
ulation on the delicate issue
comes in the backdrop of
the industry's negative re-
sponse on earmarking jobs
for marginalised groups in
a rapidly changing econo-
my. Singh also sought to dis-
pel apprehensions that the
government would force job
reservations down the pri-
vate sector.

“The modalities will
have to have to be worked
out in close consultation
with the private sector. A
Group of Ministers has
been set up to engage in a
constructive dialogue with
the industry to see what is
possible without legisla-
tion," the Premier said at a
crowded press conference
at Vigyan Bhawan, mark-
ing 100 days in office.

The first press confer-
ence to be held by a PM in
almost a decade, Singh dis-
pensed with his opening re-
marks — and later even ex-
tended the interaction by
10 more minutes — to field
a wide range of questions.

Does he endorse Aiyar's
statements on Savarkar?
Aiyar's statements are
his personal views and not
that of the Government.
Veer Savarkar was a free-
dom fighter and a patriot.

& CLD 2002

?M pulls no punches

Butthere are aspects of his
life which have created
controversies. He was asso-

ciated with an ideology we

do not agree with.

Does he endorse one of his
senior minister's detoxifia-
tion of the administration?
We don't want the educa-
tional system to become a
prisoner of ideology and
bureaucracy. Our focus is
on de-politicisation of in-
stitutions by giving them
maximum autonomy to
manage their concerns.
But certain distortions
were introduced in the last
five or six years. These
needed to be corrected. I'm
opposed to fundamental-
ism of all kinds,whether
from the Left or Right.

Message for the country.

No power can stop an
idea whose time has come.
It is the emergence of In-
dia as a global power
whose time has come. We
can realise this objective.

The Government's objec-
tive is that the country
must forge ahead with a
higher rate of economic
growth but that growth
process must generate
more employment,must be
equitable, socially just and
humane and agriculture
and farmers must receive
more focussed attention.

India must shine for the
poor.. the scheduled
castes, scheduled tribes,
other backward classes
and minorities. India must
shine in the cities and the
villages.

We want India to shine,
and shine for all.

Singh’s Mr Clean image
clashing with the tainted
ministers’ controversy.
Time has come for polit-
ical parties to evolve a
mechanism to ensure that
tainted persons of all
shades don't enter Parlia-
ment. There is an inconsis-
tency in the system, where
they can sit in judgement
on important legislation,
but not become ministers.

Is Sonia the super PM?
There is no foundation
for such a statement. As
UPA chairperson and Con-
gress president she has
every right to know what
goes on in the government.

Vajpayee has urged the Gov-
ernment to take steps to
break the parliamentary
deadlock.

The proof of the pud-
ding is in the eating. I met
Mr Vajpayee as part our ef-
forts to consult political
parties before Indo-Pak
talks. As for the wider is-
sue of what happens in
Parliament, the Speaker
has convened a meeting to
discuss the issue.

On charges of his “wrong”
behaviour with the Opposi-
tion in Parliament.

The impression that we
are not amenable to reason
or discussion is not cor-
rect. The specitic incident
is a closed chapter.

A reluctant PM initially, how
does he feel after 100 days?

I was not an aspirant.
Since I was entrusted with

the job, T consider it a great
challenge and honour, /
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NEW DELH]I, July 18. — Invok-
ing Jawaharlal Nehru’s name, the
Prime Minister has asked all chief
ministers to work for develop-
ment and also ensure that offi-
cials are not transferred frequent-
ly. For, frequent transfers slow
down the administration process.

“Frequent transfers of public
servants have a debilitating im-
pact not only on their perform-
ance and morale, but also on the
whole process of governance,” Dr
Manmohan Singh said in a letter
to chief ministers, copies of which
were released here.

The Prime Minister also called
for efforts to reform public institu-
tions at the Centre as well as in
states. “It will involve energising
institutions of governance and en-
suring accountability in the provi-
sions of public services, transpar-
ency in handling of public funds...”

Maintenance of law and order,
Dr Singh said, is necessary for
economic development and social
harmony. Also, officials responsi-
ble for public services have to be
accountable. Asking chief minis-
ters to be “visionary leaders”, he
called for “collective endeavour
in the true spirit of an abiding
partnership in the best traditions
of cooperative federalism”.

Despite accelerating growth
over the last 20 years, India is yet
to realise its full potential. And to
realise that, there has to be a “de-
termined and concerted action on
many fronts”.

Dr Singh: Banking on Nehru

Remembering Pandit Nehru’
goals of ending poverty, illiteracy,
disease and inequality of opportu-
nity, the Prime Minister said India
had developed unevenly. “We
need to make our economic re-
forms inclusive, at the Centre and
in the states.” To make reforms in-
clusive, there has to be a sharper
focus on agriculture through in-
creased pubtlic investment and em-
ployment generation. “It will mean
ensuring equal opportunities for
vulnerable sections like SCs, ST,
OBCs, women and minorities,” he
said. This would mean investing in
backward areas. Inclusive reforms,
he said, must keep in mind the in-
terests of labour in organised and
unorganised sectors.

Dr Singh said: “We necd to give
specific timelines for delivery on
key development goals and be held
publicly accountable for them. We
need to identify the bottlenecks...
and procedures that limit the uti-
lisation of our potential.”
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By Our New Delhi Bureau

NEW DELHI, JUNE 24. Addressing
the nation for the first time
since being sworn in a month
ago as Prime Minister, Manmo-
han Singh tonight reiterated the
commitment made in the Com-
mon Minimum Programme to
give a “New Deal” to rural India.
Acknowledging that “farmers in
many parts of the country have
faced distress and there has
been no helping hand,” he
claimed that his Government
“is already addressing this issue
directly by pursuing policies
that improve the farmer’s ac-
cess to affordable credit.”

In his 20-minute televised
speech, the Prime Minister ar-
ticulated the governing philoso-
phy and the administrative
priorities of the United Progres-
sive Alliance regime. Rather
than spell out the item-wise
policies, Dr. Singh promised a
caring and sensitive dispensa-
tion, a government that is com-
mitted to “equity and social
justice” at home and to the pur-
suit of “supreme national inter-
ests” through “an independent
foreign policy.”

Claiming that the electorate’s
“verdict is clear,” Dr. Singh as-
sured the nation that he and his
Government had understood
the meaning of that verdict. Ac-
cording to him the verdict was
for “a change in the manner in
which this country is run, a
change in national priorities
and a change in the processes
and focus of governance.” Dr.
Singh said his Government had
been given “a mandate which
enjoins us to be sensitive to the
concerns of those deprived sec-
tions and regions.” He sought
the citizens’ support “to restore
to our public life a greater sense
of purpose and a renewed com-
mitment to decency, morality
and the hard work needed to
take our country and every one
of our citizens forward.”

No political overtones

For the first major statement
by the new Prime Minister, the
address was completely free of
political overtones or partisan
rancour. The closest Dr. Singh
came to being partisan was
when he took note of the Oppo-
sition’s disruption of Parlia-
ment early this month; even
here, he did not apportion any
blame but merely noted that
Parliament could not debate the
President’s Address. He re-
quested all parties “to respect
Parliament as an essential fo-
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Prime

rum for public debate so that
we can move forward on the
task of nation-building which is
a common goal for one and all.”

However, there was no crit-
icism of the previous Govern-
ment, neither praise for the
Congress nor any expression of
gratitude to the Congress presi-
dent, Sonia Gandhi. The word
“secular” or “secularism” did
not figure, though there was an
acknowledgement that the “mi-
norities suffer from not only ec-
onomic insecurity but also a
sense of marginalisation from
political and governing
processes.”

Dr. Singh’s first public ad-
dress was marked by an equani-
mous tone, thoughtful content,
competent articulation and a
tightly-written prose avoiding

25 LN 20

Manmohan promises
New Deal’ for rural India

Minister Manmohan Singh. — Reuters

rhetorical flourishes, reflecting

the Prime Minister's own pers
sonality. Flanked by the Nation- "

al Flag, with a Mahatma Gandhi
bust in the background, he read
out his speech in Hindi and
then in English.

The over-riding theme is that
while the economic reforms
would continue, the “growth is
not an end in itself. It is a means
to generate employment, ban-
ish poverty, hunger and home-
lessness and improve the
standard of living of the mass of
our people.” He said that eco-
nomic reforms did not stop at
“freeing private enterprise from
the shackles of bureaucratic
control, it is also about making
the Government more effective,
efficient and people-friendly.”

Stressing the need for “social

and political stability, commu-
nal harmony and respect for the
rule of law,” Dr. Singh prom-

Jiged: “We cannot forsake the
obligation of running a Govern-
ment that works, and works for
the people.”

Reform the instrument

Dr. Singh mentioned abiding
problems such as water, health,
the need to step up public
spending on education, educa-
tion of the girl child and world-
class and cost-effective infras-
tructure. But he said that no
development agenda could be
carried out “if we do not reform
the instrument in our hand with
which we have to work, namely
the government and public in-
stitutions. Clearly, this will be
my main concern and challenge

in the days to come.”

On the crucial issue of inter-
nal security and terrorism, the
Prime Minister undertook “to
combat it [terrorism] with all
the resources at our command.
There shall be no doubt whatso-
ever about our resolve to deal
with this insidious threat to our
nation.”

In the same vein, he said,
“The government will continue
the process of dialogue with the
Hurriyat and all other groups in
Jammu and Kashmir.” He also
acknowledged the needs of the
armed forces and said that “we
will not be found wanting in
providing for our armed forces,
or in caring for our
ex-servicemen.”

In the external sphere, Dr.
Singh promised to carry for-
ward the “tradition of an inde-
pendent foreign policy, built on
a national consensus and based
on our supreme national inter-
ests.” Expressing a desire to live
in peace with Pakistan and
avowing a sincere dialogue on
all issues including Jammu and
Kashmir, Dr. Singh put the onus
on Pakistan for ensuring the
requisite atmosphere. He noted
that “it is self-evident that ter-
rorism and violence would cast
a dark shadow over this proc-
ess.”

With China, he promised to
continue boundary talks “from
the political perspective of our
bilateral relations”. He ac-
knowledged, “strengthened re-
lationship with USA” while also
taking note of “the strength and
vibrancy of our partnership
with Russia [which] has with-
stood the flux of the post-Cold
War world.”

The Prime Minister ended on
a personal note. He invoked his
own innings in public life to in-
vite the citizens to get involved
in “our public life so that gov-
ernments at all levels — Central,
State and local — are all con-
stantly put on notice and not
just tested once in five years.”

Text of speech: Page 14
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“ ‘No objec

hatma Gandhi. Gandhijihadsaid
that his mission in life was “towipe
everytear fromeveryeye”. Think of

ive can be met if we do not reform
Govt. Clearly, this will be my main challenge’

tion of majorissues requiresna-
tional consensus and accommoda-
tion of public sentiment in both

In his first address to the natlon, PM Manmohan ponucfrefonnlantonlyaboutfree- daynotadequatelyequlpped and country have faced distressand there | We greatlyvalue their participation lations with the countries of South
Singh stressed on re forms with a human face mgpnvateentcrpnseﬁomme shack- | attuned todeal with thischallenge hasbeen no helping hand. The Na- inthe development of our nation. East and West Asia, basedoncul-
g . lesofbureaucraticcontrol. Itisalso and meet the aspirations ofthepeo- | tional Common Minimum Pro- Noobjective inthisdevelopment | tural affinities, economic interac-
And the need to ensure that economic growth aboutmakingthe governmentmore | ple. Tobeabletodoso,werequire | grammeofthe United Progressive | agendacanbemetifwedonotre- | tionandavibrant Indian expatriate
tOllChpS all sectlons. Excerpts from his speech effective, efficient and people the reform of government and of Alliance iscommitted to giving a formthe instrumentinourhandwith | community. We aim tobuild upon
friendlyso thatitcan handlebetter publicinstitutions. Much of the fo- “new deal” torural India. Agricul- whichwe have towork, namely the these. While speaking of West
tionin the rate of eoonomlcgrowth the many tasks that only govern- cusofeconomicreformsinthepast | turemustreceive the priorityatten- | governmentandpublicinstitutions. | Asia, ] must share our deep con-
There have been impressive gainsin | mentscan perform. And, itisalso decade hasbeen onreducing the tionitdeserves. Publicandprivatein- | Clearly, thiswillbemymainconcem | cernabout developmentsinIraq
A termsofthe educationalandhealth | aboutensuringfairandtransparent | role ofthe government in control- vestment in agriculture hastobe .
status of the nation. However, the regulation of the marketwhere thisis | lingthe private sector; controls that greatlyincreased. A keyconcernin The NCMP is committed
benefits of this performance have necessary. While manyinourooun- | hampered entrepreneurial dy- recentyears has been the lack of ac- to givmg a ‘new deal’ to
nottouchedallourcitizensinequal | tryarebenefitingfrom theirintegra- | namismandoftenbred corruption. | cesstocredit. The Indian farmer has . 2
measure. Growthisnotanendinit- | tionintothe marketandthe globa Thiswasnecessary. Yet,thereare | alsosuffered from toomany controls ural India. AngCUItI.II' e
self. Itisa‘meansto generateem- economy, millionsof our citizensare | manyareas, critical areas, that di- andrestrictions. There are still far must receive priority.
ployment, banish poverty, hunger still plagued byilliteracy, disease, rectly affect the quality of life of too many internal barriersto trade P bl i d privat
and homelessnessand improvethe | want,hunger andmalnutrition. Gen- | everycitizen, where the government | that mustgo. We must alsore-exam- ‘Fublic and private
standlard of livingofthemassofour | derdisparitiesare highand educa- hasarole, andisexpectedbyevery | inethoseaspectsofourpoliciesthat | S investment in it has to
people. It mustalsobe environmen- | tional, nutritional and healthlevelsof | citizentohavearole. prevent a creative interaction be- i
tally sustainable. Equity and effi- women are much lower than of men. These include the provisionof | tween farmers and agro-industries. I be mcre.ased"' mtema' barriers to t’rade must go.
speak toyouwitha ciency are complimentary,notcon- | Chronicpovertyafflictsmillionswho | social and physical infrastructure for would like tosee the creation of a | would like to see a Smgle market’ for both
deepsense of humility, |\ tradictory, andwe must move lack income and foodsecurity, Thisis | development, the provisionof ele- “single market” acrossthecountry f i
~ fully conscious of the forward on both these while main- particularly acute among the sched- mentary education and public for both manufactured and agricul- manufactured and agrlcultural produce with
sacred responsibility entrusted to taininga high degree of fiscalandfi- | uledcastes, other backward castes health, providing drinking water tural produce with encouragement encouragement Of agro'indUStry "nkages
me. You have assigned the task of nancial discipline, and a robust ex- andscheduled tribes. andsanitation. Theyalsoinclude of agro-industry linkages. With the o e S —
governance of our country tothe _ternal economicprofile. Ataregionallevel, too, the dis- economicinfrastructure, which in introduction of value-addedtaxation | andchallengeinthe daysto come. and the suffering of the people of
United Progressive Alliance and its Tobe able to devote our atten- paritiesare highandwhilesomere- | ourcountryinlarge part must be thisintegrationofthe Indianmarket | Wewillmaintainour traditionof | thatcountry. Itisour earnest hope
supporting parties. You have deliv- tion andenergytoeconomicdevel- | gionsofthe countryseemtobeon provided by the governmentsuchas | willbe further enabled. anindependent foreignpolicy,built | that democracywould be restored
- eredyourverdict and the verdict is opment that improves the lives of anaccelerating growth path, thereis | irrigation, power, roads and rail- on anational consensus and based and full sovereignty transferred toa
clear. Youhave sought achange in our people, we must ensure social aconcern thatotherregionsarenot | ways. Our people expect the govern- UR economy hasbeen onour supreme national interests. truly representative government of
the manner inwhich this country is and political stability, communal onlylaggingbut are also falling be- ment to be pro-active and sensitive O rapidlyintegratingwiththe | Wewill expand our network of in- Iraq. India is committed to partici-
run, achange in national priorities, harmonyandrespectfortheruleof | hind. Regrettably, minoritiessuffer | totheir needs. Ineachof these ar- global economy over the ternational relationships—preserv- | pate in all endeavours aimed at
and a change in the processes and fo- ing solidarity with traditional allies bringing stability and to ensure the
¢cusof governance. You have, and strengthening new partner- wellbeing of the Iraqi people. We
ugh your mandate, made it clear ships. We will work with like- will also strengthen our bilateral re-
that economic growth hastobe ac- minded nations for an equitable, lations with developing countries of
ocompanied by equity and social jus- multi-polarworld order, which Latin America and Africa. Simi-
tice. You have expressed concern for takesinto account the legitimateas- | larly, strong ties with the nations of
the poor and disadvantaged sections pirations of developing countries. Central Asia are of importance for
of our society and for minorities and We desire tolive inaneighbour- | ourinternational trade, aswell as
backward regionstobe at the heart hood of peace and prosperity. We for our strategic and energy secu-
ofall policies of the government. will actively pursue the composite rity. We will actively pursue a coop-
AsIsharewith you the priorities dialogue with Pakistan. Wearesin- | erative relationship with the Euro-
of our government, | am reminded cere about discussingandresolving | pean Union to expand the political
of the father of our nation, Ma- allissues, including Jammu and and economic frontiers of collabo-
Kashmir, We recognise thatresolu- | ration. We welcgme the inclusion

of many new member states, with
whomwe have along tradition of
cooperation.

the poorest person you have ever
SCCI’I,’GﬁIldhitiVOU]d say, “and ask if countries. Itisself-evident that ter- Twish to place on record the na-
your next actwill be of anyuse to rorism and violence would cast a tion’s deep sense of gratitude and

him.” That message of Bapu res-
onatesin our earsaswe settle down

dark shadow over this process. With
our other South Asian neighbours,

pride in the valour; professional-
ism and the spirit of self-sacrifice of

tothe businessof government. itwill be oursincere efforttojointly | our armed forces. I assure the ria-
The National Common Mini- TEANSE INEVASI POIEHUAl VI CVUPEE- | tun that wo wil nut by found et
mum Programme hasbeen pre- ation, and to ensure mutual security, | ingin providing for our armed
parectby uskeeping in mind the pri- stability and development. forces, or in caring for our ex-ser-
orities brought into focus by your In our relationswith China, we vicemen. We will streamline De-
mandate. The address of the Presi- are encouraged by positive develop- | fence acquisition procedures, so
dent of India to Parliament outlines ments,whichwe are committedto | that our forces obtainthe modern

acomprehensive agenda for the na-

strengthening. Bilateral economic
cooperation has shown remarkable

weapon systems and technologies.
Our government will ensure that’

tion towhich our government is
committed. The countrywould growth and diversification. Weshall | the necessary funds are made
have benefited if Parliament had canyforward the processofdiscus- | available for these purposes We
been allowed to discuss the Presi- sion to resolve the boundary ques- will maintain a credible minimum
dent’s address. Iwas eagerly looking tion from the political perspectlvc of | nuclear deterrent, along with a pol-
forward to contributions fromall ourbilateral relations. icy of “no first use” in our nuclear
parties in this discussion. Unfortu- Astwoof the world’s great doctrine. India is a responsible nu-
nately, thiswas not allowed to hap- democracies, our strengthenedre- | clear power, and we will continue
lationshipwith the USAisafactof | towork to prevent proliferation of

pen. Itshouldbe amatter of deep

eas, ateverylevel of governance, the

considerable importance. The

‘Weapons of Mass Destruction. At

concern for all of uswhen estab- law. We must put in place policies from not only economic insecurity pastdecade, with a growingsense of
lished mechanisms for a construc- and programmes, whichempower | butalsoasense of marginalisation reform of government istoday an self-confidence. However, domestic | transformation of our relations the same time, we remain commit-
tive dialogue and critique, whichare | allourcitizensto leadalife of dignity | from political and governance urgent task before us. enterprise needsworld-classand with USA has been supported by ted to the goal of universal nuclear
vital for a parliamentary democracy, | andself-respect. Our governmentis | processes. Asanation, we cannot Wewill pursue economicreform | cost-effective infrastructure. Better the expansion of economic links disarmament.
atedisruptedand notallowedtoop- | committed to the security and wel- acceptsuchdisparities. We have andwiden the space for individual roads, better connectivity,modern | and people-to-people ties. We will Internal security remains an
erate, Parliamentisaforumwhichis | fare ofallminorities, the protection | been given amandate, which en- initiative and enterprise,butevenas | airportsand railways, efficient ports - | welcome the expansionof cooper- | important challenge. Terrorism
sacred anditmustbeourcollective | ofthe interests of the scheduled joinsus to be sensitive to the con- we doso, we cannot forsake the and affordable and reliable power ation between the two govern- posesa grave threat to the unity
endeavour to ensure that we max- castesand scheduled tribes, of back- | cernsofthese deprivedsectionsand | obligation of runninga government are all the basicrequirements for a ments to include new and mutually | and progress of our nation. We
imise itseffectiveness. Irequest par- | ward classes and all weaker sections. regions. We have anobligation to thatworks, andworks forthepeople. | competitive economy. beneficial areas, particularly high shall combat it with all the re-
ties across the entire political spec- Equallywe are committed to the ensure that they toobenefit from The reform of administration and of For centuries India hasbeena technology. sources at our command. There
trum torespect Parliament asan empowerment of women. We will growth in full measure. Our com- publicinstitutions toimprove effi- trading nation, actively engaged in The strength and vibrancy of shall be no doubt whatsoever
essential forum for publicdebateso | ensure equal participation of allin mitment toinvestmentsinthesocial | ciencyand the qualityofdeliveryser- | the movementofgoodsand people | ourpartnershipwith Russia has about our resolve to deal with this
thatwe can move forward on the the processes of governance. sectorsisrooted in thisreality. Itis viceswill be ourimmediate priority. acrosscontinentsand highseas. We | withstood the flux of the post-Cold | insidious threat to our nation. The
task of nation-buildingwhichisa The essence of the National the responsibility of government, at . will pursue policies that enable our ‘Warworld. We will accelerate the Govemnment will continue the
common goal forone and all. CommonMinimumProgrammeis | alllevels, at the Centre;in the States HEREhasbeenaneglectof | economytobebetterintegratedwith | diversificationofour relationship, | processof dialogue with the Hur-
We canjustly take pride in the the recognition that policiesthatare | andat thelevelofthe community, to I theinterestsofthe farmersin | theworldeconomywithouthurting | particularly in defence, high tech- riyat and all other groups in
fact that since independence we aimedatpromotingeconomic | addresseachofthese economicand recentyears and thisisre- the interestsof our people. We will nology, space andnuclearenergy, | Jammuand Kashmir. The Gov-
“have been able, with our efforts, to growthmustalsoadvancethecause | social challenges. flectedinasignificantslowingdown | create anenvironmentoonducive to while intensifying economiccoop- | ernment iswilling to talk with ail
build the foundations of amodern of distributivejustice and create new However, 1amconvinced that inagricultural growthinthe pastfive | the utilisation of the talent pool of eration. ‘ disaffected groups provided they
economy and record an accelera- emplaymentopportunities. Eco- the government, ateverylevel,isto- | years. Farmersin many partsofthe the vast and diverse Indian diaspora. We have traditionallystrongre- | shun the path of violence.
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FAREED ZAKARIA

A Ta mectmg mth pronunent: a
o Sauduoumahstsandamdemm,

- overthe past 30yearshad fueled this radi- - - ca

revm—

 stay.) Abdullah Bijad al-Oteibi was once
-an Islamic radical and some years ago-
turned away from that world view. He be- .
ganourdlswssxonbyteﬂmgme,“madn’
Tike what they were saying at that meet-
~ ing. The problems don’t simply come

- from the outside. Our biggest problem s -

 that our founding creed, Wahhabism, is
L itsélf an extremie ideology. 1t is revolu-

. tionaryand wasused torevoltagainstthe
Ottoman Empire. In a sense, bin Laden
m»mngWahhabu@oiogymthasongmal, )
revolutionary form against the Saudi

2 Oneibi described Sand Arabia as
, gtwapamliehdealoglesmw ‘One
~says ‘Follow the muler’, the other says

‘Only a narrow, pure Islam is good’ But

‘don’t hear anything other than the imam’s
voices, People are barely aware that othet,
more tolerant forms of Islamexist.”

The depth of this ¢reated culture of
extremism is most evident regarding tol-
erance for non-Muslims —a crucial mat- -

Why doesn’t the regime
take on the religious
establishment more
frontally? There is little
danger that it would lose.
Between State and
mosque, there is really no

Westerners

110 plans to allow any -—despite having 6
million foreign workers inthe country.
Even last week, as the regime was is<
suing fatwas against the killing of Paul
Johnson, one could see forces that fucled
his execution. A prominent cleric, Sheik
Saleh bin Abdullah al-Humaid, ex-
plained that “killing a soul without justifi-
cation isone of the gravest sins under Is-
*lam; it 18 as bad as polytheism” So
polytheism is akin to murder? Is it any
wonder that the leader of the recent ter- by
rorism in Khobar explained his kilhng of

purged Muhammad’s land of many .
Chr:sﬁmlsandpoiytheists”? :
Why doesn’t the regime take on the

and Indians thusly: “We

palace, afantastical set of buildings, with a
- vast domed Renaissance exttavaganza,
- Whenlcommentedonit, a government
- official nervously said to me; “Well, the
‘French have Versailles.” (1 couldn’t help
but riote, “Yes, and then they had arevo:
tution.”) Actually, Versailles doesn’t cap-
ture it. Only Las Vegas compares. Onthe
other side of the complex, which totals
hundreds of acres, is a mile-long, high-
compound of buildings, cloistered

. desert. All this has been built by a 32-
vyearﬂld prince who never went to col-
lege: Abdel-Aziz bin Fahd, the favourite
_sonof the king of Saudi Arabia.
King Fahd is 82 and totally incapaci-

reds of leafy trees rising out of the

tated, but “Azouzzi” (the favorite son’s.
nickname) has the king’s check-signing.

; . authority over the royal coffers. And
no contest. Every imam in the countryis Iargedmdcs theyare: the figuresbandied
on the government’s payroll; every reli- - aboutin official circles for the costof Ab-
gious ‘scholar, judge and teacher is a  del-Aziz'spalaces arewell over $2 billion.

salaried government employee. Thereis  Abdel-Aziz's palace in Jidda is a water-
no Vatican here, no mdependent author-  frontestate, alsovast and walled, with two
itylike the pope. Andyettheregimeisex- exqmmtely carved Spanish-style towers
tremely cautious about chppmgthcwmgs rising out of it, dwarfing virtually every-
of these bureaucrats. ; thing in the city. An Arab diplomat who

Thekeytothe kmgdomxs not reijglan ~hasbeentoone of the palaces recalls that
but politics. T understand why, youonly . - inside the compound the roads are paved
have to drive through Rivadh, large parts  with. Itabanmarble o
" of which are decaying, and then around
the perimeter of the royal court. Rising
on one side is an extension of the king’s

religious establishment more frontally?
There is little danger that it would lose.
Between state and mosque, there xsreally

contest. Every Imam in

| the country is on the
Govt’s payroll, every
religious scholar, judge
and teacher is a salaried
Govt employee

ter for the outside world. The Saudi reli-
glous establishment has until recently
almost always referred to almost all non-
Wahhabis (including the Shia, Sufis and
all other Muslim sects) in derogatory
terms. Non-Muslims are, of course; rank
infidels. Saudi Arabia does not allow any
churches, temples or synagogues and has

there is an internal contradiction.” 1 no-
 ticed throughout my visit in Saudi Arabia
 thatyou could talk about extremism, but
_ you could not say Wahhabism itself was
. extreme. 1 asked Oteibi if Feould quote
. himby name, He said, “I don't mind. 've
.~ been to jail. They're less rigid now. 'L
 probably get called in for hours of ques-
tioningbut nojail.”
How deeply does Wahhabism run
through Saudi society? “Suudis are very
_ pious, they are conservative, but they did
not create this extremism,” said Oteibi
emphatically. “It s politics. Thisversion of
ligion comes from the religious estab-
is  lishment The regime supports the
imams, judges and teachers, And people

e i

_calism. During the 1950s and 1960s, oth
Arab governments like Egypt and Sy
had expelled Islamic fundamentalists,  (
“The Saudis, as competitors to t v

| regimes, welcomed the dissidents,
 camewith revolutionary ideas advoca
pure Islamic states across the Middle
FEast, The intcllectuals also recalled that
the revolution in Iran in 1979 rattled the

| royal family, whofeared arisingtide ofIs-
IammnacrossthethdleEast

~ But the pivotal event was in Novern- . fi
‘ber 1979, when a group of Isk _
tants, led by Juhaiman al-Oteibi, .took .[
over the Grand Mosque in Meccaand
| held hundreds of pilgrims hostage. The
+avernment surrounded the mosque

Tobe concluded
Courtesy NewsweekInc.:.




‘Low-key officials at the h

NEW DELHI, June 8.

— The
reconstitution of the Prime
Minister’s Office is largely complete,
with a new joint secretary overseeing
foreign affairs being appointed to
replace Mr PS Raghavan.

Equally low-key Ms Sujata Mehta,
making a lateral shift from the min-
istry of external affairs. where she
briefly worked as a joint secretary
(Americas), will now be the key link
official between the PMO and the
foreign ministry, largely responsible
for providing foreign policy content
and even form to the Prime
Minister, Dr Manmohan Singh’s
speeches. Ms Mehta had served as
director in the PMO when Mr PV
Narasimha Rao was Prime Minister.

THE 574 TESvay o "
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Anoth IFS official, Mr Vlkram
Doraiswamy, has replaced Mr Ajay
Bisaria as the private secretary to
the Prime Minister. Mr Raghavan is
likely to proceed to Prague as India’s
envoy to the Czech Republic, while
Mr Jaishankar, now in Prague, is
likely to come to South Block as the
joint secretary (Americas).

A key ingredient among officials
newly appointed to the PMO
appears to be their complete adher-
ence to the term ‘faceless bureau-
crat’. Like Dr Singh himself, mem-
bers of his PMO, beginning with his
principal secretary, Mr TKA Nair,
are low-key to a fault.

While it is normal, when a new
administration assumeés office, for
the Cabinet secretary to be replaced,
the current incumbent, Mr Kamal
Pande, who retires in October, is

AN -

At

likely to find ang cer on special
duty (OSD) at his heels shortly.

It is the usual practice to appoint
an official as officer on special duty
for several weeks before taking on
the most sensitive job in the bureau-
cracy, that of Cabinet secretary.

While Mr Pande, though closely
identified with the NDA regime, is
unlikely to be shown the door, hav-
ing held off some key appointments
sought by the previous government
once the elections were declared
and the model code of conduct was
in place, it is likely that Mr Rajiv R
Shah will shortly be appointed as
officer on special duty in the Cabinet
secretariat.

Another contender is Mr
Nripendra Mishra, a former com-
merce secretary and also a UP cadre
official of the 1967 batch.
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'If politics is instrument of social change, if it has to

serve people, it has to be based on good economics’

Weeks after the Lok Sabha was dissolved, Dr Manmohan Singh
told Shekhar Gupta, Editor-in-Chief of The Indian Express, there
should be no doubts about the total commitment of the
Congress to economic reforms, but with a human face. Excerpts
from the interview telecast on NDTV 24X7's Walk the Talk:

ONTHE

M We are at DSE. A whole lot of
people whom you taught have
gone on to run our economic
policy, corporations, so much.
I have fond memories of hav-
ing been a teacher at DSE. Some
of the most valuable friendships
of my life were made during this
period: Prof AK Sen, Prof Suku-
mar Chakraborty, Prof Jagdish
Bhagwati, and a generation of
younger economists who have
made phenomenal contributions.

B You brought many of them
into the policy structure. Many
of them have then run India’s
economy.

Yes, in fact, Bimal Jalan was
one of the persons I picked up for
the Ministry of Finance when I
became the chief economic ad-
viser. Montek Singh Ahluwalia
was another distinguished econ-
omist whom I brought to govern-
ment...Rakesh Mohan is another
distinguished economist...

M But Dr Singh, you taught
economics here between
1969-1971, before that at Pan-
jab University, at Oxford, and
later lecturing on commerce
and trade...It was very differ-
ent from the economics you
practised when you became
the Finance Minister.

Well, times have changed. In
the ’50s and ’60s there were very
few people in the world, includ-

-ing those in the West, who dif-

MANMOHAN SINGH
Prime Minister

public sector investment in steel,
the institutions of higher level in *
the department of atomic en-
ergy, space programme, India
would not have been able to reap
the benefits of globalisation,
which we are now able to claim.

H Let me take you back to the
summer of 1991. What hap-
pened when you were actually
in the hot seat?

Well, I had no indication that
I'would be called upon to be-
come the finance minister. I had
come back from the South Com-
mission, and India was well in
crisis. The then PM, Mr Chan-
drashekhar, asked me to help
him as an advisor to the PM. 1
saw at that time that India was in
the midst of a crisis and I started
thinking what to do. In my con-
vocation address at the Indian
Institute of Management, Banga-
lore, long before I became the
FM, I set out the elements of sta-
bilisation-cum-structural adjust-
ment programmes which I

wanted their money back. And if
we had gone that way, we would
have to impose such drastic con-
trols on imports that we would
have unimaginable increase in
unemployment. Sharp increase
in inflation was already evident;
when we came in, prices were in-
creasing at 20 per cent per an-
num... what we faced was a com-
plete breakdown of the
economic system of India.

B Would you say that this was
the greatest crisis in India’s
economic history?

Well, I think we had crisis in
foreign exchange in 1957-58,
but in terms of consequences for
managing the Indian economy,
the 1991 crisis was probably the
most severe.

B Tell me a few things you did
at the point...Your government
had to get a vote of confidence.

The first thing I had to realise
was that India’s exchange rate
had to be checked.

B Was it too high?

Well, the rupee was at an un-
realistic level, we had to depreci-
ate it. But changing the rupee
rate in India has always been a
political problem. And here wasa
government which was a minor-
ity government, here was a gov-
ernment which had yet towin a
vote of confidence...Iwent to the
PM (and told him) we cannot

Within 10 days of the Rao government,

we took some of the most difficult decisions, we
abolished the Licence Permit Raj within one
month. Mr Rao was most supportive. Without
his backing | could not have done anything. He
he told me that if this thing succeeds, we will all
claim credit, and if things don‘t work, well, we'll
sacrifice...And | was prepared for that...There

were some difficult moments...! resngned but Mr Rao backed me to the hilt

fered from what India was trying
to do. Those were the days of the
take-off into self-sustained
growth...that all you need for an
economy to take off was a large
dose of public investment and
thereafter the economy will look
after itself. We had, I think, in the
late ’50s, an MIT project—the
MIT people were closely in-
volved in planning the economic
policy of India—and there was
no difference between our Plan-
ning Commission and the advice

that came from the distinguished

economists of the MIT.

M Sort of East Coast academic
advice, because the US econ-
omy was going in a different
direction.

Well, obviously nobody
would say that India’s problems
are the same as that of the
United States. I think that was
the period when most people be-
lieved that in developing coun-
tries, because of the lack of de-
velopment of entrepreneurial

Soniaji, | think, is new to
politics, but in the last

five-six years that she has been the leader of
our party, she has given the party a lead
which has helped unify our people

skills, private-sector limitations,
public sector had to be...

M When did you realise that
maybe some of what has been
taught to you, or you have
taught, was either a myth or
that times had left it behind...
No I don't think it's a myth. I
think, what India did in the [ate
’50s and the '60s, laid the foun-
dation of what has happened to
India since then. If Pandit Jawa-
harlal Nehru had not invested in
the modern temples of India, the
massive irrigation project, the

though India needed. But at that
time no indication... ’

# But when did you realise
that Indian economic thinking
and the way in which Indian
economy was managed now
needed such a big turnaround?

Iwon’t say about-turn, but
such a big change? Well, Iwas
convinced from the early 1970s.
When I became the chief eco-
nomic adviser, the first paper I
did for Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi was what to do with the
victory. At that time I said we had
gone too far in imposing unreal-
istic control structures, that liber-
alisation of the private sector
was required.

B So you first recommended
the end of Licence Quota Raj in
1970s?

Early ’70s. In fact, the paper
that I wrote was in 1972.

M But you got the chance of
putting that into effect 20

years later.

Well, I was a civil servant...the
chief economic adviser, also Sec-
retary, Economic Affairs, then
became the Member-Secretary of
the Planning Commission.

| W Butsir, in 1991, when you
took over as the Finance Minis-
ter, how barl were things? I be-
lieve we di« 7't have exchange
even for av: 2ek’s imports?
India’s for 2ign exchange re-
serves had b« 2n exhausted. Peo-
ple who had ‘ent money to the
Indian bankir g system, they

wait till the vote of confidence...

rupee with national pride.
Yes. So the first thing we did

in two doses. I had to do that be-
cause there were difficulties in
going the straightforward way.

W What was the straightfor-
ward way? Announcing deval-
uation?

position from the President. He
said, “Your government is yet to
win the vote of confidence, how
canyou...

B Mr Venkataraman?
Mr Venkataraman. So we

intervention rate, after a few
days 1 asked them to repeat it,
and the result was that we
brought about devaluation.

B Without announcing it...

About 25 per cent. The world

got the message that here was a
government which, despite be-
ing a minority government, was
able to take the toughest deci-

sion to adjust the exchange rate

in the 1960s, I think the decision

could not be taken over a period
of three years.

B Until Morarji Desai came...
No, I think the World Bank

had proposed the depreciation

of Indian rupee in 1962, ulti-

H Because in India, in the pop-
ular mind, we link the value of

was to adjust the exchange value

Devaluation...but the Cabinet
was not prepared. There was op-

found a way out. I instructed the
Reserve Bank to announce a new

sions. If you remermber, the deci-

There are important reforms processes,

say the opening up of the insurance sector; it would not have been p055|b|e
without the support of the Congress party. The new Electricity Bill, which is
reform-oriented, it would have not been possible but for the Congress. Let e
say we are the original reformers, the better reformers. We will have reforms
that address the problems of poverty, working class, and of farmers

mately it was done in 1966. In
between, there were tensions
within the government; it was
not able to take a decision. But
within 10 days of the
Narasimha Rao government, we
took some of the most difficult
decisions. Take for example the
adjustment of the industrial li-
censmg policy. We abolished the
.Licence Permit Raj within one
month of our government and I
was able to report in my Budget
speech that ndia...

W Did Mr Narasimha Rao un-
derstand the need for change?
Because both of you were
brought up in a socialistic mi-
lieu, he more than you.

- | Well, he was most supportive.

Without his active backing |
| could not have done anything.

B But he knew the risk...

Yes, he knew the risk. And he
told me that if this thing suc-
ceeds, we will all claim credit,
and if things don’'t work, well,
we'll sacrifice...And I was pre-
pared for that.

B So you were marked outas a
likely scapegoat...But were
there moments of doubt, that
things are going wrong?

Well, I had some doubts when
I presented my first Budget, we
had cut subsidies very sharply.
Also, in the history of Indian
business it’s never been done, we
adjusted, reduced the fiscal
deficit of the Central Govern-
ment by full 2 percentage points
of the GDP. Therefore we ad-
justed food subsidies, fertiliser
subsidies. But then there was
pressure from Parliament and
the government developed cold
feet. At that stage, I protested. I
gave my resignation to the PM. I
said if you are going to go this
way then I am not able to...But1
must say that Mr Rao backed me
to the hilt, I think, in the first two
years of our government.

M But there are those who say
that this was like Manmohan
Singh’s re-education. He was a

‘| socialist, and when crisis

came, he made a turnaround.

Well, I've always been a so-
cialist in the sense that I regard
the quest for equity, the quest
for social equality as fundamen-
tal to running a modern econ-
omy, a modern society. If by so-
cialism you mean a passion for
equality, [ am a socialist even
then. ButI've never been a so-
cialist in the doctrinaire sense,
that all things must be done by
the government.

M So what is it that the NDA
government did by way of re-
forms that you disagree with?

First of all, I do not agree with
the way this government han-
dled the problems of the public
sector. This government, for its
ideological reason, wanted to
dismantle the public sector. Our
view is public sector should be
allowed to grow if public sector
can compete on an equal footing
with private sector. That profit-

making public sector units, if
they can compete, should be
given every opportunity...

B But why shouldn’t they just
become private? Why should
government run companies?
Because there is a distinction
between private profit and pub-
lic profit. When public sector
companies make profits, that be-
comes the asset for the nation to
expand for reinvestment. Where
are resources for education, for
| health going to come from?

B What else do you disagree
with?

Although this government
talked of deregulation, itwasa
case-by-case deregulation. There
was no consistent hand moving...

W Your government was called
suitcase-by-suitcase...

Well, I think, suitcase-by-suit-
case people ended up in the BJP,
like Sukh Ram has.

| WIsthere anything that the
NDA government did which
you not only agree with but
also endorse?

Maybe it’s peace with China
or Pakistan, it may be economic
reforms...As far as peace with
Pakistan is concerned, our party
has had a structured ap-
proach...we’ve always been for
talks of peace with Pakistan.
Whereas what is the consistency
| of this government? The PM, one
day, talks of aar-par, the other
day he mobilises a million peo-
ple, then suddenly thereisa
change, he goes to J&K, he talks
of insaaniyat...There has been no
consistent hand as far as this
government is concerned.

M What is it that this govern-
ment did that you endorse?
Give me one or two examples.

1 think, one thing I would say
is the National Highways pro-

‘ Among the achievements
of the NDA government

is the National Highways programme. | would
also say the fact that they came to power on
swadeshi. I think they have, over a period of time,
not dismantled the reforms structure that we had set up durmg our reglme

gramme. Iwould also say the
fact that they came to power on
the slogans of swadeshi. I think
they have, over a period of time,
not dismantled the reforms
structure that we had set up.

H On that you see consistency
if there is a change of govern-
ment?

How can one be sure? How

M But if you come to powetr,
you will not reverse it?

No, we will not...When I be-
came the Finance Minister, I said
we are going to produce a model
of adjustments and structural
changes with a human face...that
we will show to the world that
there is a humane way of dealing
with economic problems.

@l If your party or your coali-

tion comes to power, are you
promising us even better,

. faster reforms?

Of course. Reforms which
will address the problems of
poverty, reforms which will ad-
dress farmers’ problems, which
will address the problems of the
working class.

| M So what is it that will change
in the current scheme of things
. if you come to power?

AsIsaid, we will have a more
consistent...

M Are you going to stop privati-
sation of public sector?

We will not stop privatisa-
tion of loss-making public sec-
tor companies. But public sec-
tor units which are doing well,
which can compete with private
sector, both domestic and for-
eign, we will give them all op-
portunities to expand. But that
does not mean that these public
sector enterprises can’t disin-
vest. If they want to raise
money in the capital market,
we will allow...

B But government won’t give
up control. And the same goes
for nationalised banks?

We are against a system in
which the banking system will be
entirely in the private sector. The
Congress government nation-

alised the banking system. We
would like the Indian banking
system to remain 51 per cent in
the hands of the government.

M Talking of changes, tell me
about the re-education of Dr
Manmohan Singh in politics...
When I came to politics, I
thought this as an opportunity for
me to convert good economics
into good politics. That has been
my effort. But | have come to re-
alise that politics, after all, is the:
art of the possible. And some-
times you have to compromise.
But also, I came to politics with
the belief that we need to have a
long-range vision, that we must
look at India’s problems from a
long-term perspective. But L have
come to realise that a week is
sometimes too long in politics.

B And economics works in
five-year plans. It was said that
good economics doesn’t make
good politics. Do you think it
continues to be true?

No. If politics is the instru-
ment of social change, if politics
in this country has to serve the
people of India to get rid of
chronic poverty, ignorance and
disease, it has to be based on
good economics.

M You worked with many lead-
ers of the Congress party. How
do you compare Sonia Gandhi
with Rajiv or Narasimha Rao
or Indira Gandhi before that?

Well, of course, Indira Gandhi
was the most towering personal-
ity 've worked closely with Mrs
Gandhi, I've worked closely with
Rajivji, 've worked closely with
Narasimha Raoji, each one of
them were men/women who
have served India with great dis-
tinction. Soniaji, I think, is new
to politics, but in the last five-six
years that she had been the
leader of our party, she has given
the party a lead which has
helped unify our people.

B What is her brief to you?
What are you to achieve for the
party and her in this campaign
and beyond?

A progressive expanding
economy, a socially just...

M But there is a difference be-
tween a politician and an acad-
emic. There must be areas
where you disagree with party.
Well, I think, when you are a
member of the party, you have to
abide by the party discipline. But
that also means that there are ar-

eas where sometimes you have -
to abide by the party decision
even when you think that is not.
the right decision.

W But at the same time you
think you will have sufficient
moral ot intellectual strength
to keep the party in the right
decision—in terms of having a
sensible view on reforms.

1 think there is no doubt onit.
The Congress party, under Sonia
Gandbhi, has stood by reforms.
There are important reforms
processes, say the opening up of
the insurance sector; it would
not have been possible without
the support of the Congress
party. The new Electricity Bill,
which is reform-oriented, it
would have not been possible
but for the Congress party. The
Congress’s record is that when
reforms are in the interests of the
nation, we have backed it.

B So as a citizen, investor, tax-
payer I should not have any
sense of insecurity...

Of course, let me say we are
the original reformers, we are
better reformers and our com-
mitment to reforms with a hu-
man face, to work for a new In-
dia free from the fear of war,
want and exploitation... there
should be no doubt about our to-
tal commitment.
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Pawar, Paswan, Lal in Cabinet @ 7 women Miniers

y Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, MAY 22. India has a
new Prime Minister, Manmo-
?an Singh, the first man ever
rom a minority community t
hold the highest political of};ic(e)
in the land. Dr. Singh became
the 14th person to take oath as
the Prime Minister of India to-
day.

The 71-year economist and
architect of India’s economic
reforms was administered the
oath of office and secrecy by the
President, A.P.J. Abdul Kalam
at the Ashoka Hall of the Rash-
trapati Bhavan.

Watched by his predecessors
and by his future colleagues as
well as by the leaders of the al-
lied parties, Dr. Singh took the
oath as the head of a 68-mem-
ber Council of Ministers, with
18. Qabinet rank Ministers, 10
Ministers of State with inde-
pgndent charge and the rest
Ministers of State.

After the swearing-in cere-
mony, Dr. Singh spelt out his
priorities: “This is a mandate for
change; for strengthening the
secu!ar foundation of our re-
public, to carry forward the
process of social and economic
change which benefits the
poorer sections of our commu-
nity, particularly our farmers
and workers. We will ensure
that we have a development
strategy to empower our people
to realise their wvast latent
potential.”

The Cabinet sworn in this
evening is rich in ministerial tal-
ent and experience as it in-

THE HINDU

A NEW ERA BEGINS: The Presi . .
resident, A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, administering the oath of office and serecy to the Prime Minister,

Big st

. :

Manmohan Si i i
n Singh, at the Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi on Saturday. — Photo: Shanker Chakravarty

cludes some of the most
experienced hands such as Pra-
l}ab Mukherjee, Arjun Singh
§hxvraj Patil, Natwar SinghY
Sharad Pawar, Ram Vilas Pas—y

ggn,dP. Chidambram, Hansraj
ardwaj and Ghulam Nabi
Azad. @b

The Prime Minister also in-
ducted two senior Congress

23 MaY 20m

leaders, Shivraj Patil and P.M.
Sayeed, who had lost the recent
Lok Sabha elections.

There is no official announ-
cement so far of the portfolios,

though the allies have appar-
eatly negotiated their Minis-
tries. It seems there is scope for
further juggling of portfolios
among the Congress Ministers.

Ministry

are for Tamil Nadu, Bihar

The new Council of Ministers ceded that there were “difficul-
has the requisite geographical ties but all of them were
spread, regional distribution and overcome.”
gender representation; the seven He gave all credit to the Con-
women members do fall short of gress president, Sonia Gandhi,
the politically correct one-third for the party’s good showing in
formula. the elections and reiterated that

It also reflects the new politi- he would not be where he was
cal realities of the United Pro- today but for her “as he had nev-
gressive Alliance. er expected to become the Prime

‘The lion's share has gone (o Minister.”

Tamil Nadu, which has, as many .

as 12 seats in the Council of Min. Cabinet meet today

isters whereas uttar Pradesh, UNI reports:

which traditionally dominated The first meeting of the new
the Congress Ministries, has only Union Cabinet, headed by Dr.
two representatives, with only Singh, will be held tomorrow.
one with the Cabinet rank. Official sources said Dr. Singh

Pranab Mukherjee was the had called a meeting of his Cabi-
first to take oath after Dr. Singh, net tomorrow at 4 p.m.
suggesting a new order of stand- According 10 highly-placed
ing in the new Cabinet. sources, the l4th Lok Sabha is

Mr. Mukherjee was followed slated to begin a week-long sit-
by Arjun Singh, Sharad Pawar ting from May 31.
and Laloo Prasad Yadav. There The first three days will be de-
were minor glitches on way 10 voted 1o the swearing-in ot the
the swearing-in ceremony as newly elected 539 members. The
Ram Vilas Paswan was reported  election of the Speaker will then
to be sulking after being denied follow.
the Railways portfolio, which has Immediately  atter being
reportedly gone to Mr. Laloo Ya- sworn in, Dr. Singh drove
dav of the Rashtriya Janata Dal. straight to South Block to take
The portfolio has acquired a  charge of the office.
strange symbolism in Bihar poli- The Prime Minister, accompa-
tics, with every senior politician nied by his  wite, Gursharan
from the State wanting to pre- Kaur, was received at the office
side over the Rail Bhavan. by the Chief Economic Adviser,

Mr. Paswan is believed have S, Narayanan, and other senior
been mollified with two Minis- officials. Later, Dr. Singh held
tries — Health and Family wel-  discussions with the Cabinet
fare, and Ministry of Chemicals  Secretary, Kamal Pande, and the
and Fertilizers. Foreign Secretary, Shashank.

When the Prime Minister was More reports on
asked about the difficulties in Pages 8, 10,11
government formation, he con- List of Ministers: Page 10
e



-~ Manmohanemics at work again?

ews Service

NEW DELHI, May 20. — The man
who crafted India’s economic reforms
a decade back, Prime Minister-desig-
nate Dr Manmohan Singh, has taken
up the challenge once more. With the
din over disinvestment still resounding
and the mayhem in the bourses still
fresh, Dr Singh today set out the new
government’s economic agenda, pro-
mising to continue reforms, including

privatisation, but with a “human face”. -

At an unscheduled press confer-
ence, Dr Singh ruled out disinvest-
ment of PSUs in strategic sectors, like
oil and gas majors ONGC and GAIL,
to protect “workers’ interests”.
“There is no intention to privatise
them,” he said. But he endorsed the
commitment of the Congress-led
United Progressive Alliance to build
strong private and public sectors while
pursuing “selective disinvestment”.
~ Asked about the Left’s role in the
new government’s reform process, Dr
Singh said: “Life is never free from
contradictions and the coalition gov-
ernment will try to promote a strong
and stable government and create
relations with allies to fight against
poverty, ignorance and disease. They
(Left parties) are also great patriots.

“Privatisation was not part of our
ideology. We believe India needs a
strong private sector and it needs a
strong public sector,” he added.
Similarly, he said, nationalised banks
will remain in the public sector
domain. “If they can’t compete on
equal footing with the private sector or
become a drag on the exchequer, then
by all means they will be allowed to
raise resources from market through
disinvestment,” Dr Singh said, even as
he promised that workers’ interest will
be protected at the same time.

THE STATESMAN

However, he was silent on the issue of
mergers of large and small banks. It’s
speculated that this may perhaps figure
in the Budget to be presented soon.
Dr Singh said that if PSUs, while
remaining as public enterprises, want-
ed to raise resources through disin-
vestment or sale of part of their equi-
ty, “they are most welcome”. Wher-
ever public sector enterprises want to
compete with the private sector,
domestic or foreign, there was no rea-
son why they should not be allowed to
go forward, he said. This, some ana-
lysts point out, was exactly what for-
mer disinvestment minister Mr Arun
Shourie had suggested for ONGC.
Describing the reforms process as an

e’ ”4}’ 200,

<= Mrs Sonia Gandhi will
remain a guiding force

Economic §
reforms shall |
have a

human face

Gujarat and 1984 riots will
never happen again

Wife’s plea on LPG

NEW DELHI, May 20. — Dr Manmohan
Singh’s wife said today that the price of
cooking gas should not go up any further.
“We are already paying around Rs 241 for
every LPG cylinder.... | don't think the price
should go up any further,” Mrs Gursharan
Kaur told reporters here. — PTI

effort to realise Rajiv Gandhi’s dream
“to make 21st century India’s century”,
he said education and health for all,
improved environment, housing for
slum dwellers and increased agricultur-
al production will be his main targets.
The CMP, Dr Singh said, will create an
industry-friendly environment.

Dr Singh allays
fear of two
power centres

NEW DELHI, May 20. — The Prime Minis-
ter-designate Dr Manmohan Singh today
ruled out the possibility of two power cen-
tres in the wake of Congress president
Mrs Sonia Gandhi refusing the top post.
“Mrs Gandhi will remain a guiding force for
us, it is a coalition government and | do
not see any problem,” said Dr Singh while
addressing his first press conference at
his residence this morning, after being
elected the CPP leader last evening. Dr
Singh said the top priorities for his
government will be poverty alleviation,
welfare of the farmers and unemployed
youth. He vowed to carry on “economic
reforms with @ human face,” making it
clear that the focus will be on the social
sector, including education, health and job.
Dr Singh underlined communal harmony as
another priority area for his government. He
warned that the country will be in danger if
it is divided on religious lines. While
highlighting the need to strengthen the
secular fabric of the nation, Dr Singh said
he will create an “environment of peace”.
The nation cannot be divided on religious
or racial lines and the essence of our
ancient civilisation and Hinduism is toleran-
ce and pluralism, he said. On Ayodhya, he
stressed that the law of the land will prevail,
Asked whether his government will give
compensation to the victims of 1984 anti-
Sikh riots, Dr Singh said no compensation
is enough for people who had lost their
near and dear ones in such tragic incide-
nts. “Whatever is possible will be done” he
said taking a vow that “Gujarat and 1984
riots will never happen again”. Dr Singh
expressed concern over the functioning of
the judiciary in Gujarat. — SNS

—
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MRTP Act relaxed to allow industry
growth; rupee devalued 18%; import
licences made tradable; canalised
import list slashed; FIPB set up to
clear foreign investment proposals;
export sops to be phased out; 15% /
cut in fiscal deficit proposed 5

Y

O
1992-93
Many import curbs lifted; new ex-
change rate mechanism LERM intro-
duced; import licensing diluted; FERA
relaxed; peak tariff cut to 110%; in-
come tax slashed, fewer slabs; ad
valorem excise duties for most things;
deposit rates freed; Fils can buy 24%
of local companies; National Renewal
Fund to finance layoffs

1995-94

Special and basic excise rates
merged; capital gains tax rate
slashed for Flls; dual exchange rates
unified and made flexible; interest
rate slabs cut from 4 to 3; banks get
funds to capitalise new provisioning
norms; Indian companies can access
European markets; CCl abolished, is-
sue prices market determined

1994-95

Almost all bulk drugs delicensed,
automatic FDI up to 51%; actual dis-
investment crosses target; banks free
to determine PLR; no minimum lend-
ing rate for big loans; greater thrust to
poverty removal; projects to create
jobs stressed

1995-96

Income tax exemption limit raised; ru-
ral infrestructure development fund
set up; five year tax break for road,
port, airport and mass transport proj-
ects; higher defence spending; more
for food and fertiliser sops; Modvat

rules relaxed; capital goods import
duties relaxed

By Rajeev Deshpande
New DELHI

was said of Sitaram Kesri when he was
Pongress president, that whenever he need-
ed to find someone with a clean image to
handle a sticky assignment, the search would
end with either Manmohan Singh or Kerala’s
A K Antony.

It’s an enduring tribute to the man chosen
by Sonia Gandhi to be PM that Manmohan
Singh has retained his credibility ratings after
being pitchforked from a life in academia and
bureaucracy into the manic rough and tumble
of politics. That he has managed thiswithout
perceptible discomfort is even more astonish-
ing.

One hot mid-June afternoon in 1991, when
new prime minister P V Narasimha Rao sug-
gested that he swap his roost at the UGC for
North Block, it seemed to be the call that Man-
mohan Singh was waiting for.

Despite a lifetime spent heading the Central
bank, the Geneva-based South Commission
and advising ministries, Singh had come
around to the belief that disbanding India’s
byzantine licence and permit regimes and giv-
ing play to markets, duly adapted to Indian
conditions, would release the nation’sentre-
prenuerial instincts.

In Narasimha Rao he found a prime minis-
ter who fully believed in these prescriptions

Puffed up in Oxbridge \

By Rashmee Z Ahmed
LONDON

there were puffed chests and

and gave him the political backing which
Manmohan has always acknowledged. As fi-
nance minister, one of the first statements he
made was that treasury gold held mortgage in
England as a result of the previous Chandra
Shekhar government's desperate bid to sal-
vage a debt-ridden economy, would be brought
back. Yet, changing the mindset of the Con-
gress, still steeped in controlled economy and
welfarist slogans, was not easy.

In fact, when Arjun Singh first decided to’
oppose Rao’s leadership, he chose to attack
the New Economic Policy.

However rebels in the Congress then
felt that the economy was not a suffi-
ciently emotive issue and latched onto
the Ayodhya issue when Rao faced an
aggressive challenge from the BJP. Yet,
within the Congress, Manmohan
Singh was constantly the target of
dissidents. Uttaranchal CM Narain
Dutt Tiwarionce famously demand-
ed that Congress policies must be
dictated by “sense, not sensex”.

The ordinary politician tended to
view reforms as a sinister mix of
incomprehensible formulations
and politically damaging prescrip-
tions. Manmohan Singh’s first big
test came with the 1992 Harshad
Mehta stocks scam. When he of-
fered to resign, Rao felt that this
was an even big-
ger disaster than
the rigging of the
markets, and in the
words of an official in his
PMO, conveyed to his FM:
“Tussi pe jao (sit tight)”.

Manmohan Singh and the
NEP faced their sternest
test when Rao, weakened by
the Ayodhya demolition,
faced rout in the November
1994 Assembly elections in
Karnataka and Andhra Pra-
desh. In Andhra Pradesh,
NTR promising people 1 kg
of rice for Rs 2, reduced the
Congress to a paltry 26 in a
House of 294. Congress MPs
unnerved by the shrinking
odds on their returning to

Amit Kumar
o

searching a closed-door subject

Lok Sabha set up
the”pro-poor” cho-
rus and demanded
that the NEP be
junked.

The Congress
lost power in
1996, heralding
a new phase in
Manmohan
Singh’s . politi-
cal life. If
many in the
Congress felt

.. Surviving Rao, Charming Sonia

that the sardar of reforms now

SN faced the axe, he confounded
them by tacitly endorsing
charges of corruption against
the Rao government by
telling the CPP that

“Ceasar’s wife should be

above suspicion”. Soon, Rao

made way for the rustic

Kesri, who keen to establish

his credentials gave impor-

tant party assignments to

Manmohan Singh.

Ever since Rao relin-
quished charge of the Con-
gress, it was only a matter
oftime that Sonia Gandhi oc-

cupied centre stage and this
she did in the 1998 general
election campaign which
Kesri spent mostly at home
watching television.

Thereafter, the CWC

pushed Kesri aside without
much ado and Sonia became
party president. All along,
Manmohan Singh kept a low
profile.

Every leader
needs talented men
and women. Sonia
was no exception,

whenevercomplex
party resolutions
both economic and politi-
cal were to be drafted —
Manmohan was always there.
His unassertive nature combined

with a rigorous intellectual approach
saw him earn Sonia’s appreciation. She
used him for out and out political tasks as
well, often taking on the NDA in Parliament or
negotiating with regional parties.

As leader of the Opposition in Rajya Sabha,
Manmohan Singh commanded the respect of
the NDA benches with its leading lights such
as Arun Shourie, Arun Jaitley or Pramod Ma-
hajan. It was not surprising that when after
Polls 2004 the Congress faced the crash on the
BSE, it was Manmohan Singh who was the
face of the party. This set off talk of his being
appointed Deputy PM. Until Sonia decided
that he, not she, would be PM. mn

He talked the
same way all
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Other Reforms

From 1991-92 to 1995-96, industrial
licensing goes out of fashion; PSUs
like ONGC are corporatised; govt cuts
stake in Maruti; minerals reserved for |
private exploration opened up to
private sector; disinvestment kicks off
with mixed success

Private players allowed in oil explo-
ration and refining; private equity in
road projects; private players in tele-
com, cellular services begin; private
players allowed in aviation in a small
way in the early 1990s, by 1994,
private airlines allowed to operate;
private and overseas players allowed
in power projects, Enron signs up for
Dabhol in 1994; R-group on ail
suggests full decontrol by 2002

Fils allowed to buy into Indian
companies; issue pricing market driv-
en from 1993-94; OTCEI, first screen-
based trading system, set up; fully
online NSE also starts up; takeover
code comes in force; state-owned
mutual fund UT! comes under

Sebi jurisdiction

Narasimham commitiee suggests
sweeping reforms in banking system
— implemented over the years;
statutory reserve requirements
systematically cut to increase |
loanable funds with banks;
government securities rates gradually
market-determined; prudential norms
laid down to limit risks taken by |
banks; Malhotra committee
recommends private investment in
insurance sector; SBI becomes first
desi bank to list overseas; IDBI raises
Rs 1,200 crore through IPO; private
dealers in G-secs allowed

!
f
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s he inexorably moves to
A})rime ministerial office,
it is Manmohan Singh'’s
seven years in dreary universi-

* ty digs at Cambridge and Ox-

ford back in the empire-ex-
hausted Britain of the mid-
19508 and early-60s that are
held to be the key to his meta-
morphosis as an economist.

It was at Oxford, Singh’s su-
pervisor at Nuffield College,
told TNN that he began to
change from orthodox Nehru-
vian economist to the great lib-
eraliser.

Dr lan M D Little, 85 and
now retired, recalled with
pride and fondness late on
Wednesday: Indeed, Manmo-
han’s excellent, well-re-
searched thesis changed a lot
of minds. 1t definitely influ-
enced me, which is quite un-
usual for a students work.

Nuffield, one of Oxford’s
wealthiest colleges, has its
share of famous fellows and
Nobel Laureates, including
James Mirrlees and Severo
Ochoa. But on Wednesday,

quiet pride at news of Singh’s
elevation to India’s highest of-
fice . The college confessed to
having managed to dig up a
lone "group photograph of Dr
Singh".

Published 40 years ago by
Clarendon Press with the for-
bidding title, "India's Export
Trends and Prospects for Self-

Published 40 years ago by
Clarendon Press with the for-
bidding title, "India's Export
Trends angd Prospects for Self-
Sustained Growth", Little be-
lieves Singh's thesis was the
first to demonstrate an essen-
tial truth: That the poor per-
formance of Indias exports
was due to indigenous factors
and not lack of world demand.

The thesis, says Little, was a
product of his students ex-
traordinary intellectual hon-
esty. The very quiet, very hard
warking turbaned PhD student
did not mix much with other
students. By all accounts, he
was not a gay blade. Tutors and
fellow students remember him
as "subdued". He was "reliable"
and "honest" but not charis-
matic, says Little. Overall, he
was "a good man".

Instead of nights out on the
town, Singh spent his two-year
Oxford sojourn rigorously re-

and establishing the truth
about India's dismal exports.

In the midst of planning his
congratulatory letter to India's
next prime minister, Little said
Singh was probably one of
Nuffields most outstanding
students. I cant think of any
other who went on to become
prime minister.

Nuffields most outstanding
students. I cant think of any
other who went on to become
prime minister.

Meanwhile, over at Cam-
bridge’s 500-year-old St Johns
College, where Singh did a BA
and an MA and went on to be-
come a serial winner of prizes
for academic excellence, mem-
ories of the famous alumnus
are slightly weaker.

Old Johnians recall that
Singh’s old college has already
awarded him its highest mark
of honour. Nearly a quarter of
a century ago, St Johns elected
Singh an honorary fellow, to
join roughly 35 other promi-
nent alumni around the world.

Singh will add to a glittering
list of prime ministerial Joh-
nians, college sources stiffly
told this paper. The ancient
Cambridge college, which is
notoriously far more reticent
than Oxfords so-called more
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plugged-in upstarts, is the
alma mater of Lord Palmer-
ston and William Cecil.

But that was nearly 200
years ago. Now, Singh is
adding to Oxbridge’s interna-
tional credentials as the uni-
versities of choice for those
embarking on the universities
of life overseas.

Singh’s economist peers at
Oxford say his thesis was a
landmark study and could be
said to have begun the real
process of conceptualising the
eventual integration of India’s
autarkic economy with the rest
of the world. v

young people do

By Khushwant Ahluwalia
HosHiarPuUR

ane Wali Naslen tumpar fakkar karengi, hum is-

roh, jab unko yeh dhyan aayega ki tumne Firak ko

ekha tha” (future generations will take pride in

you thinking that you had intimacy with Manmohan

Singh). That’s principal S P Bhandari, reciting poet
Firak Gorakhpuri, when asked to comment about
his college mate Manmohan Singh. Bhandari
runs a kindergarten school in the city, said that

Manmohan was an unassuming and a brilliant boy in col-

lege. His close friends were Pritam Singh Bhinder husband

of former MP Sukhbans Kaur Bhinder, B N Goswami and

Prof M L Bhanot. Singh finished post graduation in eco-

nomics from Punjab University College, Hoshiarpur.
Bhandari pointed towards the street across, and said

that the college hostel was right there and was home to

Manmohan. What was he like as a young man? Bhandari

replies “we taiked the same as young boys are supposed to

do". Memaan...Shameaan, especially after he visited

Hoshiarpur after completing his degree from Cambridge.
Bhandari who lost ouch with Singh, says that after he be-

came the finance minister, I thought he would be very busy.

But Bhandari now wants to meet Manmohan and congrat-

ulate him in his moment of glory Bhandari says that

friends always thought that he would become a Bureau-
crat. But becoming the Prime Minister of India, one could
never imagine sixty years back.

Meanwhile. back home in Gali Beriwalt

Daljit and Surjit Singh Kohli (right), watch brother Manmohan

By Team TOI
CHANDIGARH

Singh’s brilliance often led his father

become PM-designate on TV at home in Amritsar

not, the family expects him to carry on giving
as much importance to family functions as he
always has. His message to his brothers has al-
ways been to lead a simple life. Married to Gur-

Q Iways the topper at school, Manmohan

Gurmukh Singh Kohli to gush affection-
ate: “Mohan, you'll be the PM of this nation
one day” Nearly half a century later, a fond
parent’s utterance has come true to chart the
course of a nation.

The country’s first Sikh prime minister

spent his childhood in the neighbourhood of §

Gali Beriwali in Amritsar. Emigres from Pe-
shawar in Pakistan, the Kohli family dealt in
dry fruits. Those were tough times when Man-
mohan had to pursue his love of books under
the glare of streetlights. Clan Kohli numbered
12 and early enough in life, the man learnt the
benefits to juggling figures to make ends meet.

Campaigning for the Congress early this
month he’d stated: “I know my worth and ca-
pacity. I am not cut out for the PM’s office.” Des-
tiny sure knows how to flummox the most agile
of brains. Gusts from the political whirlwind
unfolding in the Capital tore asunder Dr
Singh’s humble words. They also ushered in a
new dawn for Indian politics: a Manmohan era.

As a child; Mature beyond his years and more
given to gravity than childhood gaiety, Manmo-

han showed a marked disinclination towards
the family dry-fruit business. His proclivity to-
waras the written word found full support from
his father who felt it was the best investment
possible. Never too fond of movies or music, he
was extremely particular about overspending.
But old friend Prem Kumar recollects his fond-

Singh’s bhabhi distributing sweets to family and friends

ness for kite flying which had to be indulged in
secret for fear of parental disapproval. The stu-
dent:"Unassuming brilliance” is a class-
mate’s description of the good Dr. Back from (&
Cambridge the young man often talked *

about gori mems to friend SP Bhandari. Not if

blessed with a flowing mane, he often bore
jibes for his bald pate when notorious class-
mates managed to get his turban off. Man-
mohan was financially hard up during his

sharan Kaur in —- - he’s rumoured to have cart-
ed the bride home on a bicycle. The mild-man-
nered husband refused to ask his wife to do any
chores, he'd rather help himself much to the
chagrin of the traditional family. The family
claims that the possibility of getting any
favours from PM Singh is an impossibility for
the bureaucrat even refused to let his wife or
three daughters misuse his official car.Person-
al habits: Very religious and recites the gurbani
everyday. Being diabetic, he’s quite conscious of
his eating habits. Meals are fixed at 8.30 am, 1.30
pm and 8.30 pm. Manmohan hates the idea of
cycle rickshaws as he feels it is demeaning for
one man to pull another’s weight. Even when
his mother lay in hospital in 1979 and Manmo-
han was in a hurry to be with her, he refused to
mount a rickshaw. His simplicity is legendary.
He acquired his Ph D from Oxford at the age of

LY

student days and lost a year of collegeonac- .* Ne . &7y

count of inability to pay his fees.

A friendly teacher:The influence of the
man stretched to making many opt for a ca-
reer in academics in favour of the civil serv-
ices. Known to be the most accessible of
masters, he developed a devoted student fol-
lowing. What he said was read serious not just
by the students. Prof H S Shergill remembers
how a protracted strike by PU non-teaching em-
ployees ended as soon as he assured them of
looking into the matter. Qutside the class Man-
mohan the friend came to the fore and he would
even offer lifts to students as he trooped about
on his cycle. The family man:Whether PM or

e .
‘ o

Manmohan at the wedding of Surut Singh, 1982

32 but continued to commute by cycle. His hos-
pitality towards his students allows them to
ease out at his Delhi home while he counsels
them on their careers. Said to never lose his
temper, he does get curt if disturbed at his read-
ing. Humble, disciplined and gentle are some of
the other adjectives showered upon him by
friends and associates.




The Times of India, Mumbai

[

ﬁlursday, May 20, 2004 11.

—

Default PM, But Man For The Job™

By Mahesh Daga
New DeLRI

ver the Iast 15 years, the story

of India’s politics has been

marked by more stunning
twists than can be contained in an
Agatha Christie bestseller. But, for
sheer dramatic quality, nothing
could — or will —match the circum-
stances in which Manmohan Singh
finds himself catapulted to the
!:hreshold of the most powerful job
in the country. That he may yet de-
cline the honour is as much a
part of the bizarre turn of events as
the fact that he was chosen for it in
the first place.

Admittedly, Singh will not be the
first compromise candidate to as-
sume that high office — the names of
HD Deve Gowda, I K Gujral, even,
Chandrasekhar, come to mind. But
the crucial difference — or irony —
is that this time there was no need
for stop-gap measures or compro-
mise candidates.

In Sonia Gandhi, the unanimous
leader of more than 320 members of
Parliament, the most legitimate con-
tender for the post was already in
place.

] But with the prime minister-des-
ignate opting out of the race at the
last minute — thanks as much to
hysth;ical parivar paranoia as her
own “inner voice’ — the mantle has

;?’ fallen on Singh.
Z In 1991, with the economy on the
._ verge of collapse — and barely

enough forex reserves to fund two
weeks worth of imports — a desper-
ate Narasimha Rao had called on
Manmohan to take up a job that few
would have craved — that of a fi-
nance minister.

Thirteen years later, a besieged
Sonia has called upon Singh to carry
out an even tougher assignment.
Talk about running a political coali-
tion, with most of the bigger con-
stituents either unable or unwilling

to join the government. Talk about
taking the process of economic
reforms forward in the face of Left-
ist intransigence.

Talk about keeping the peace
process with Pakistan on track,
when the opposition benches will be
monopolised by some of the coun-
try’s most jingoistic elements.

So how equipped is the former
professor to become the country’s

well as in global financial institu-
’gions. Second, his non-controversial
image as a leader — particularly one
with a long and spotless record of
gersonal integrity. And, finally, his
singular success in changing the
economic landscape of the country
during what has now come to be
known as the Rao-Manmohan era of
liberalization.

On the negative side, Manmohan

has no feel for mass
politics. Indeed, the
only time he fought a
Lok Sabha election —
in 1999 — he lost to a
relative political light-
weight in the elite
South Delhi constitu-
tency. Since then, Man-
mohan, the quintes-

Wah, Janaab

‘jSarfaroshi ki tamanna ab hamare dil mein
Za;, dekhana hai zor kitna bazu-e katil mein
a '!l

“Sir, | have come to the end of my labour.

Tonight, | feel like going to the theatre. Let the sential technocrat, has
3 h s N
assassins be informed, | am prepared to meet fn;’ Zﬁﬁgsﬂggjsgfu%‘;

H ”
their onslaught. negotiate the delicate

dynamics of India’s

- “My wife maybe somewhat suspicious of coalition era politics.
the soft corner | have for working women. But In short, Singh
I expect my daughters to fully support this no-  might have moral
ble act of their father (proposing tax sops for . Stature but he will al-
ways lack the political

working women).”
9 ) authority that comes

with securing a popu-
lar mandate.

In 1991, when Rao
first sounded out a re-
luctant Singh for the
finance minister’s
post, he is reported to
have agreed only on

“I must own up to a personal interest in this
cancession (for self-employed), since | may
also have to join the ranks of self-employed -
persons if the Opposition has its way.”

“Every finance minister has to do his bit to
curb smoking, which is injurious to health. |

would be failing in my duty If | did not make tWo.conditions.
one more attempt to use the fiscal instrument 1o s ne Wouldbeal

. ”
in this worthy cause. the job. Second, he will

not be made a sacrifi-

. o cial bakra, if th i
13th prime minister? On the face of e gome
it, his assets are three-fold. First, his

got tough.
One can only hope, as much for his

" QUOTES OF A
LIFETIME

An ldea...

“Victor Hugo said no power on
earth can stop an idea whose time
has come...the emergence of India
as a major economic power
happens to be one such idea.”
— in his first budget speech on
July 24, 1991.

Sensible Indians...
“Time and again, Indians have
shown they can be relied upon to
make sound and sensible decisions.
| have every reason to believe when
the time comes, our people will be
discriminating enough to recognise
the friendly hand that alone can
help our nation to move forward.”
— In his last budget speech on
February 28, 1996.

A New Mindset...

“Two things are needed for
economic progress of India. First,
we need a new mindset of our
political entities and second, a
section of the Indian industry which
still believes that it can somehow
bring back the licence and permit
raj must give up that feeling.”

—In 1996

vast administrative experience and
acumen — having spent the better of
his life holding a variety of senior
positions both in the government as

sake as for the country’s, that he will
have secured a sirthilar promise
from Sonia before he takes up his
biggest challenge ever.

Hard Tal

By Team TOI
New DELHI

Amit Kumar

Excerpts from various interviews Manmohan
Singh has given to The Times of India over .
the years:

Interview published May 1, 1999

There is not one person in this country who
believes that they have provided a thoughtful
Budget. Policy-wise, they were constantly
pulled in different directions and in the end,
swadeshi was equated with globalisation!

We wanted to provide a government that was
not riddied by too many internal contradic-
tions, a government not subject to pressures, a
government that would be purposeful and co-
hesive, a government that would be able to man-
age the economy and the polity unhindered.
We recognise that the anti-BJP alliance was an
alliance based against the BJP's communal
agenda. But we felt that if on our own, we could
provide a government that worked, a govern-
ment on a totally secular basis, perhaps that
would be better.

We did not want an alliance that was baffled
by internal contradictions. So the Congress
cameplan all along was to have a minority

government? We always thought that the
numbers would be forthcoming, and it was the
understanding that those who played a lead-
g role inasking the Congress to head the al-
ternative, were not interested in a power-shar-
ing role

Interview published Aug. 12, 1999

fn response to BJP allegations that he was try-
mmg to cash in on Sikh votes by contesting the

By Raja Bose
AHMEDABAD

o one needs to be told that Man-

I \ I mohan Singh is good on the eco-
nomic front but, what many do

not know is that he is a shrewd politi-
cian too, a strong man and has great po-
litical acumen, feels former Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) governor 1G Patel,
as Prime Minister-designate Manmo-
han Singh, the man Patel knows for over
five decades. readies for his coronation.

“He knows very well how to deal
with politicians. He is a man who
would not like to rub anyone the
wrong way. But. he does have the
strength to deal with the rough char-
acters in politics,” feels Patel.

For years, they have taken active
part in scripting the country’s eco-
nomic progress and Patel, whom
Singh has succeeded as chief econom-
ic adviser and RBI governor. talks
about the genteel man who would not

Shooting From The Lip

Soufch Delhi seat: I am proud to be a Sikh and an
Indian. But I hate to exploit this for gathering

votes. It’s not proper: I hope I don't do it ever.
But then is being a Sikh a disqualification? BJP
always plays the religion card. After Babri
Masjid, they rose from two seats to the present
strength on that issue only. I have never looked
upon politics as a ground for religious ex-
ploitation.

1 am merely a candidate for south
Delhi and I am not being projected as
a Prime Minister. This is all a figment
of the media's imagination.

The negative slide began be- .
cause of the BJP. Their first -
budget by Mr Yashwant Sinha
was a disaster. And if the Con-
gress liberalisation policies
were so wrong, why havent gj
they changed the trend? 3
The fact is the potent eco-
nomic indicators were
strongest  during  our
tenure. The exports were ris-
ing and industrial growth recorded a
big jump.

Interview published Au-
gust 25, 1999

1 think we cannot fool our peo-
ple. I do believe that in the last 50 years, politi-
cians have been taking our people for aride and

Ajit Ninan

' I feel there is a great danger if the gap between

what politicians say or promise and what they
do grows the way it has been growing.
Interview published February 9, 1998
If we (Congress) had continued to misman-

age the fiscal system, we would have gone un-
- (nier._ I woulgi have had to declare India a debt de-
faulter and we would have gone the route of the

D

African and Latin American
countries.
PSUs should not be helped
by budgetary measures.
Profitable enterprises
.+ must go to the market
{i to raise resources. But
!l it is not an ideological
JJ imperative for us that
/ all. PSUs must be
./ privatised, regardless of
efficiency. We are not op-
posed to disinvestment per se.
But these have to be case-by-
case decisions.

The “real BJP” is controlled
by the RSS which was the
“holding company” and events
/' suggested that the prime ministe-

rial candidate Atal Behari Vajpay-
ee is a “mask” hiding the “rigid
N and hardcore” BJP. The BJP is a cadre-
dh based party Threefourth of the BJP
comes from RSS. How can they delink
from that.

Interview published March 1, 2002

Reacting to the BJP Budget: I don't think the
FM will succeed with his carrot-and-stick pol-
icy with the states. Most states are in serious
trouble. They are diverting funds left and right
just to pay salaries. Their problems should be
faced head on and, if necessary, by a once-and-
for-all debt rescheduling programme.

Privatisation No Mantra...
“We don’t see privatisation as a
mantra to be applied regardless of
the merit of the case.”
— In his latest interview to TOI on
April 19, 2004

Moderation In Taxes...

“A Congress government will not
jack up tax rates, certainly not
income-tax on personal ineome. I'm
for moderation and stability

in tax rates.”
— in the same interview

No Hesitation In Action...
“The new government will not
hesitate to take action against
those who seek to manipulate
markets and create

unnecessary panic.”
— On May 17, 2004

Commitment To Swadeshi...
“We cannot fritter away our vast
energies in senseless communal
strife. Nor can we allow the national
commitment to Swadeshi to be
misused to perpetuate economic
backwardness and prevent india
from occupying her rightful place.”
— Budget speech on Feb 28, 1996
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stand strong in the face of adversity.
But, will he be able to make the par-
ty tide over the rough and tumble of
coalition politics, more so when he has
to deal with the likes of Laloo Prasad
yadav and the Left ? Patel is certain he
would. And, he should know, having
ingh for 52 years. “People are
< about the pulls and pressures

like to make it appear as if he isnot the
man who is running the country. He
will not be very assertive. He has nev-
er been except for the time when he
needed to assert while driving reforms
as the finance minister. It is not in his
nature and it is his general tendency
not to annoy people,” adds Patel.

maybe even the chief minister would
get removed.

“Ag far as running the country is
concerned, he has a style of function-
ing that is not difficult, apart from be-
ing a person who would not take on
people. That would make things easier.
With over 50 years of association and
having seen him from such close quar-
ters, [ am sure he will even make it ap-
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for the former RBI governor, now
settled in Vadodara, Singh is also a
man who has the courage to take
tough decisions. “If faced with a situa-
tion like Gujarat, Singh would not hes-
itate to take drastic action. I believe
much more drastic action would be
taken if such a situation arose again,

iitivs. They are also ask-
fis coslition wili be able
with reforms. I teel Singh
ngth o have a moderating
ot fie atlivs, which he would do
aliss 2 Sonia Candhi,” says Patel.

“He is a person whose integrity is
BT doabt fe is a low Key man and
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well,” says Patel. m~

pear as if he is the manon the hot seat.

“He will maintain a fine balance. So,
do not expect too much on the eco-
nomic front from him. And, do not un-
der-estimate him on the political front.
And, he will run the country very
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1952 First in BA (Hons)
: in Egonomics, Punjab

1954 First in MA (Econ),
Pun;ab University

-1957 D.Phil (Oxford) and
-piLitt (Honoris Causa)
hD on India's export
competitiveness

1957-5% Senior Lecturer
(Econ), Punjab Univ.

1983-6§ Professor
(International Trade),
Dethi University,

1966-69 Chief, Financing
for Trade Cell, Unctad

1969-71 Honorary Prof,
Jawaharlal Nehru
University

:1971~72 Economic
adviser, ministry of
foreign trade

1972-%% Chief
economic adviser

Nev 1676-Apr 1980
“Member (Finance),
- Atomic Energy Com,
‘ ,S aée Commission

Apr 1980-Sent 1982
Member Secretary,
Planning Commission

Sept 1982-Jan 1985
RBi Governor, IMF
Board of Governors

'5’1335'1“1)! 1987

“»!
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*
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Dy
Commission

Auyg 1987-Royv 1999
Secretary-General and
Commissioener, South
Commission, Geneva

1987 Padma Vibhushan

Bee 1990-Rarch 1991
Adviser to the PM on
economic affairs

March 19%31-June 1991
Chairman, UGC

June 18%1-May 1956
Finance Minister

Lt 1991 Elected to

Manmohan Singh Rajya Sabha

with the letter of March 1998 Leader
appointment from Pt
the President of the Opposition in

Rajya Sabha

?b’b’%’bbbbb’ , 3' w 3-

Sonia Gandhi 1s my leader. I'd hate to be a substitute
for Mrs Gandhi. No one can be a substitute for her

hairman, Plannnng i

Man of the moment

Nothing to fear,
reforms guru
tells market

HT Political Bureau
New Delhi, May 19

A RELAXED and beaming Sonia Gandhi stood beside her
trusted lieutenant Manmohan Singh on the forecourt of

\the Rashtrapati Bhavan this evening as he announced to
the world that the President has appointed him the coun-
try’s Prime Minister.

The 71-year-old Singh, who will be sworn in on Satur-
day, did not forget to mention that the mandate of the peo-
ple was for Sonia who had risen in the esteem of her
countrymen by declining to accept the top political post
despite being elected leader of the Congress Parliamen-
tary Party.

“I feel humble and say that the nation has given us the
mandate and the mandate was for Sonia Gandhi,” he
said. “I will work under the guidance and support of So-
nia Gandhi. I know my limitations.”

He assured the nation that the new Congress-led Unit-
ed Progressive Alliance government will carry forward
India’s social and economic development along with eco-
nomic reforms, with emphasis on the human element.

Sonia said she felt relaxed after the “tremendous pres-
sure” of the last couple of days. She was happy that the un-
certainty about who would be Prime Minister had ended.

“I had been under tremendous pressure from my col-
leagues, party workers and people across the country. So,
naturally, being under such pressure takes you down a
bit. But now that everything is over, I am very happy. I
think that the country will be safe in Dr Manmohan
Singh’s hands,” she said.

Manmohan, after being elected leader of the CPP to-
day, went to Rashtrapati Bhavan and was invited to form

- the government.-The Congress constitution was-amend-

ed today to provide for a CPP ‘chairperson’ (apart and dis-
tinct from the ‘leader’ of the CPP). Sonia was then elect-
ed to the post unanimously by all party MPs. The post
confers on her the power to nominate the leaders of the
CPP in the Rajya Sabha and the Lok Sabha.

Sonia then made a statement committing herself to the
party and asking members to give their unstinting sup-
port to Manmohan Singh. “I am not going anywhere. [am
still very much in politics. I will continue as Congress
president and chairperson of CPP as long as you want me
to,” she said. Putting forward Manmohan’s name for the
top job, she said: “I am happy to let Marimohan Singh
take this great responsibility.”

In his speech to the CPP, the Prime Minister-designate
said he would exert himself to live up to the great trust
placed in him by Sonia. Earlier, Manmohan’s candidature
took final shape after Sonia discussed the matter with her
allies and the parties supporting the alliance.

She held meetings with DMK chief M. Karunanidhi,
CPI(M) general secretary H.S. Surjeet and RJD president
Laloo Prasad Yadav to seek support for Manmohan. All of
them agreed to extend support. Sonia’s meeting with
Karunanidhi also resulted in the DMK agreeing to be part
of the Congress-led government.

Sonia also held a meeting with party leaders, MPs and
state Congress leaders to explain the rationale behind
her decision. But Congress leaders continued to build
pressure. AICC office-bearers, CWC members and newly-
elected MPs of the party submitted their resignations to
her. But Sonia rejected their appeal.

= More reports on Pages 3 & 4



She had onl
one reason:
avoid civil strife

RASHEED KIDWAI

New Delhi, May 18: Yesterday;,
Sonia Gandhi had prepared a let-
ter of regret. Today, she flashed
another and held out a threat —
if her renunciation is not accept-
ed, she would resign as party
president.

An extraordinary scene un-
folded at 10 Janpath at1pm. Asa
“loyal” AICC general secretary
tried to reason, tears falling in-
cessantly, Sonia turned away her
face, saying if they try to dis-
suade her, she would quit as the
AICC chief.

The crestfallen Congressman
told The Telegraph later: “We
thought her to be powerful. But
today we realise that she was
strong, too. Today I felt that she
was also an ordinary human
being of flesh and blood.”

Many party leaders had
feared all along that a drastic
measure was lurking behind
Sonia’s determination as she de-

In your leadership,
we see motherly
affection and |
request you as your
child to please lead
the country ,

Govinda
SRR

fied single-handed one of the
biggest electoral odds in recent
times.

She hated the idea of being
challenged by a section of her
countrymen, however minus-
cule a minority, who was uncom-
fortable over the prospect of her
becoming Prime Minister of
India.

Sonia said she had no prob-
lems taking on those like Sush-
ma Swaraj and Uma Bharti,
but she had “no strength” to
be a “cause” of a likely civil
strife.

Congress leaders said in ret-
rospect that they and the allies
made a “blunder” in trying to as-
sure that those raking up her for-
eign origin would be given a be-
fitting answer. :

“She dreaded such a scenario
— the prospect of Congress
workers battling Sangh activists.
She was horrified to visualise
that some day, somebody, driven
by xenophobia, would try to set

himself/herself on fire. She was
convinced that the office of
Prime Minister was not worth
that,” a party MP from Maha-
rashtra said.

She said that in her “modest”
views, the country needed drink-
ing water, schools, basic health
services, small-scale industries,
social security and not a debate
revolving around her place of
birth.

She said her association with
the Nehru-Gandhi family had
taught her an unforgettable
principle — country first.

Sonia was reluctant from day
one. Yet, political exigencies did
not permit her to opt out of the
race until everything had seem-
ingly fallen in place. While step-
ping off the power podium,
Sonia took utmost care to ensure
a smooth succession.

Those who know Sonia well
said they are least surprised by
her action. Circumstances, they
said, have trained Sonia in
such a way that she is capable of
taking tough decisions with
ease.

There are several pointers in
that direction. She had hated the
idea of Rajiv Gandhi joining pol-
itics but conceded, realising that
he had fo fulfil his sense of duty
towards mother Indira Gandhi.

In 1984, she let him become
Prime Minister, much against
her wishes because she felt
Rajiv Gandhi had a duty to per-
form. In 1991, she declined to
lead the party as she felt she was
not cut out for politics. Seven
years later, she was drawn into it
due to a host of factors such as
likely disintegration of the
party.

Today, she answered her con-
science when she asked herself
if the office of Prime Minister
was worth alienating a section of
her countrymen.

She, too, was overwhelmed
by emotion and avoided meeting
allies and party MPs. The deci-
sion to opt out was communicat-
ed to allies through Manmohan
Singh, Pranab Mukherjee,
Ahmad Patel, Ghulam Nabi
Azad and others.

Sources close to Sonia said
other than a desire to avoid civil
strife, the AICC chief was not
driven by any other motive.

“We know the media will say
1001 things that security con-
cerns were there, that she was
unsure of facing the Lok Sabha,

that she had a nagging doubt -

over her ability to lead the
nation.

“But let me assure you, there
was nothing of the sorts. She has
learnt to live in a stringent secu-
rity environment, she led the
Congress as leader of Opposi-
tion for five years and is well
versed with all national and in-
ternational issues.

“She had just one view while
vetoing herself. She could not
bring herself to cause a sense of
hurt to a minute section of socie-
ty which had a jaundiced view
about her,” one of the sources
said.

Apart from her children
Rahul and Priyanka, Sonia con-
sulted two other trusted but apo-
litical friends who agreed with
her decision.

LIFE AND
TIMES OF
MANMOHAN

September 26, 1932 In

Cambridge and Oxford

@ Governor, Reserve Bank
of indla from 1982
10 1985

# Union finance minister from
Gah, West Punjab 1991 to 1996
W ; @ Ushered In liberalisation
~~~~~ EDUCATION @ Minimised Interference which
M.A., D.Phil., D.Litt. helped promote industries
(Honorls Causa) from @ Risk taking made more attractive
Unlversities of Punjab,

. CAREER
@ Professor and civil t0.8.5% of GDP
servant ® Huge balance of payments deflcit
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@ In 1991, fiscal deficit ballooned

@ India had barely a biition dollars
In forex reserves — roughly equal
to two weeks’ Imports -

BIG CRISIS
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® Removed many controls

® Death of permit raj

- BREAKTHROUGH |
@ By 1994, economy was on

way to recovery

® Government put a stop to
automatlc monetisation
of fiscal deficit, a historic
step

_TAX REFORMS

the tax structure

and regulations on
industry

- SOUNDBITE
Quoted Victor Hugo while
presenting the budget In
1994-95: No power on
earth can stop an Idea
whose time has come

POLITICAL LOW POINT

Lost Lok Sabha
elections In 1999

. CURRENT STATUS
© Rajya Sabha MP from
Assam

@ Leader of Opposition In
Rajya Sabha

Extremely suave move: she gains, Cong gains, India gains

SMILE AFTER SCOWL: A stockbroker in Mumbai
on Tuesday. (AFP)

OUR BUREAU

May 18: A dramatic turnaround
that started as a relief rally
gained momentum as news
trickled in around 2.30 pm that
Manmohan Singh could be the
next Prime Minister.

It pumped adrenaline into a
market that was tiring as the bo-
unce in share prices after Mond-
ay’s crash seemed headed for a
correction. It was then that news
trickled in about Sonia Gandhi
declining to be Prime Minister.

Share prices took flight as
activity in the dealer rooms
turned frenetic on expectation of
Manmohan taking the chair.
Apprehensions about reforms
generated by statements of
Left leaders also appeared to
evaporate.

Until yesterday comments
like the one by CPM’s Sitaram
Yechury that the disinvestment
ministry ought to be shut down

had been blamed for the crash on
Friday, followed by a collapse on
Monday, the Bombay Stock Ex-
change sensitive index losing
close to 850 points in two days.

Today, the market recovered
in the early part of the day and
then towards the close the
Manmohan punch gave it addi-
tional momentum. The sensex
gained another 160 points, end-
ing the day up 371.86 points, or
8.25 per cent.

“It’s an extremely suave
move by Sonia Gandhi. She is
magnanimous in victory,” said
Ramesh Damani, a leading BSE
broker. “Everybody gains by this
move. She gains, the Congress
gains and the country gains.”

Not to say the market gains,
too, going by today’s evidence.

“Manmohan Singh is a unify-
ing figure for the country,
gushed Damani.

“The markets will give him a
honeymoon period. He has the

right credentials for leading the
country as he is a non-controver-
sial figure.

“For the stock market he is an
endearing politician because he
has the reforms credentials too.”

Sonia’s move saw the sensex
recording its second biggest rise
in history after a 426.05-point
rise on March 24, 1992 during
Harshad Mehta’s time.

“We want a common minim-
um programme and a PM very
fast,” said Arun Kejriwal of Kej-
riwal Research and Investment
Services. The markets will get a
direction as soon as this is in
place.

“Sonia Gandhi declining the
Prime Minister’s post will help
the new government to concen-
trate on governance, instead of
getting bogged down in personal
differences,” said Venkatesh Iy-
er, director at RK Chari Stock
Broking.

“It has to be true and it has to

be fast,” Iyer said about reports
of Manmohan becoming Prime
Minister.

In Delhi, finance ministry of-
ficials heaved a sigh of relief.
“His (Manmohan'’s ) name has
done the job... it has brought the
punters back to bourses.”

Yesterday’s crash had prom-
pted the officials to keep vigil on
the sensex today, after having

s

1 She has shut
1 the mouths
: of those
g who were
unnecessarily raking
up the issue of her
foreign origin
Kiran Mazumdar Shaw
Chairperson, Biocon India

spent last evening talking
state run financial institutions
into buying more stock today to
stabilise the market. Most are
Manmohan loyalists and some
had worked with him in his last
stint as finance minister.

There were whispers that
several key officials were al-
ready in touch with him and
were acting on his orders.
Though their boss as of today re-
mains outgoing finance minister
Jaswant Singh, with Manmohan
earlier tipped to succeed him,
many officials appeared to have
decided to renew their alle-
giance to their “old master”.

But the government-spon-
sored bull run was overtaken by
a wave of buying that happy
ministry officials described as
“Manmohan magic”.

Manmohan had pioneered
economic reforms, but this time
he tried to give the party’s eco-
nomic manifesto a human face,

taking into account the Left’s
views on ticklish issues such
as privatisation and the need
for stepping up investment in the
social sector and agriculture.

Most Left leaders believe his
first draft of a common minim-
um programme for the new al-
liance continues to have the
same pre-poll flavour they liked. .

But as far as the market crash
and recovery is concerned, the
Left continues to feel it “was she-
er manipulation that has now
been checked by pro-active
steps”.

Nilotpal Basu, the CPM
leader and member of the last
joint parliamentary committee
that probed market scams, be-
lieves so.

“I am getting information
that this is part of the stock mar-
ket manipulations which some
brokers have been doing... we
will be asking for a thorough en-
quiry into all this,” he said.



0 wer of Sacrifice

onia teaches the parivar \o\
a lesson in Bharatiyata

Whichever way you looked at Election-2004, it belonged'to
only one person: Sonia Gandhi. The Congress president
fought the most daunting odds to give her party the kind
of victory no one ever imagined. The Congress came back
from behind to emerge with the highest vote share and the
largest number of seats. But more remarkably, she won
the unanimous support of over 300 legislators, among
them men who had earlier opposed her on grounds of her
foreign origin. Sonia had a mandate way beyond anything
the outgoing government enjoyed in its five years in office.
By all canons of democracy — and decency — she ought to
have been sworn in as India’s next prime minister. That
things have turned out differently is an adverse comment,
not on the democratic credentials of this wonderful
country and the large masses of its people, but on the
behaviour of a handful of men and women who, through
sheer political blackmail, have sought to reverse the
electoral mandate. It is a sad day for India. And yet,
even if regretfully, we must accept her decision. By
stepping aside to make way for another candidate,
Sonia has emulated a tradition of renunciation that,
ironically, has long been held to be the pm:tacl of Indian
r

civilisational thought.

Sonia can rest assured, though, that stock w1ll goup
— as much here as internationally. By the same token,
those in the BJP and the RSS who have spearheaded a hate
campaign against her, must know that they have come out
of this sordid drama looking like street bullies: The
display of shakti by Sushma Swaraj and Uma Bharti
has done little to uphold the so-called maryada of the
Hindutva parivar. This is all the more unfortunate

" considering the nature of the electoral verdict which
was unambiguously against this kind of xenophobia.
However, such is the politics of blackmail that it spares no
one. It won’t be long before these hoodlum tactics rebound
on the political class and the country We have seen a
manifestation of this in the behaviour of the stock
market in the last few days. Clearly, the record fall of the
Sensex by 564 points on Monday and its instant recovery
within minutes of information that Sonia will be stepping
down, cannot be explained in purely market terms.
That markets should play such a role, by design or default,
in the formation of government bodes ill both for
our democracy and the future of free enterprise. This
is a travesty of the larger ideals that capitalism,
globalisation and democracy represent,
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~.¢ With Sonia saying no, Manmohan
o Is set to

be Prime Minister

/
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SR
By Harish Khare \0\

NEW DELHI, MAY 18. Listening to
her “inner voice,” Sonia Gandhi
today walked away from the job
of prime minister by stepping
down from the leadership of the
Congress Parliamentary Party.
She is expected to hand over the
baton to Manmohan Singh.

All the allies in the United
Progressive Alliance as well as
the Left parties have been in-
formally sounded about Dr.
Singh as the prime ministerial
candidate and all of them have
replied that they would accept
the Congress decision.

Ms. Gandhi announced her
“I-will-not-be-your-prime min-
ister” decision at a meeting of
Congress MPs, former MPs and
other leaders. She told the gath-
ering in the Central Hall of Par-
liament as well as the
nationwide  audience that
watched the proceedings on tel-
evision that she never hankered
after office and that her only
aim was “to defend the secular
foundation of our nation and
the poor of our country.” She
stood her ground, despite emo-
tional protests by new and old
MPs.

After the two-and-a-half hour
meeting, responding to a reso-
lution asking her to reconsider
her decision, she said: “Trust
me and allow me to take my de-
cision.”

The script that began yester-
day was completed today. Yes-
terday, Ms. Gandhi’s script went
awry when the allies vetoed her
desire to step aside. However,
late last night she had told her
senior colleagues in no unmis-
takable words that her decision
to decline the prime ministerial
chair remained “unchanged.”

It came to a standoff between

DRAMATIC TURN: Sonia Gandhi, after resisting enormous pressure from the Congress

the moral minority (consisting
of Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka Va-
dra and one or two aides) and
the political majority (consist-
ing of the political bosses). In a

is known to be Dr. Manmohan Singh.

last-ditch effort to exert pres-
sure on her, the party managers
massed: “crowds” outside 10
Janpath. But the moral minority
prevailed.

— Photo: V.V. Krishhan

Conviriced that ‘Ms. Gardhi
would not'gp back on her deci-

'ston, the party managers rejuc-

tantly began putting togefher
the organisational act to crry
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rilamentary Party and the ranks,
was authorised on Tuesday to take an “appropriate decision” on who should be th Prime Minister. Her choice

Singh, Pranab  Mukherjee,
Ahmed Patel, M.L. Fotedar,
Ghulam Nabi Azad and Natwar
Singh. They farmed out assign-
ments among themselves. Mr.
Natwar Singh and Mr. Fotedar
were entrusted with the task of
conveying Ms. Gandhi’s deci-
sion to the regional parties,
while Mr. Arjun Singh and Mr.
Azad were asked to explain
things to the Left parties. These
interlocutors were told to tell
the allies that Ms. Gandhi
meant what she said.

That Ms. Gandhi was not go-
ing to stake her claim to form
the government became some-
what discernible when Rashtra-
pati Bhavan could not confirm
when she was going to call on
the President. It was only after
noon that she travelled to Rash-
trapati Bhavan accompanied by
Dr. Manmohan Singh.

After her meeting, she told
the waiting newsmen that she
had discussigns with the Presi-
dent, A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, and
that she would meet him again
on Tuesday with “proper docu-
mentation.” It was plain and
clear that she had gone through
the motion of keeping her ap-
pointment as per the Presi-
dent’s  invitation,  without
sounding discourteous to the
head of the republic. It was ob-
vious that she had on purpose
not carried with her the letters
of support from the allies.Ho-
wever, authoritative sources in-
sisted that the President had not
asked Ms. Gandhi for any kind
of “clarification.” It was also de-
nied that the President had
asked the Attorney General to
give a legal opinion on Ms.
Gandhi’s citizenship status.

Interestingly, Rashtrapati
Bhavan deemed it proper to put
out a press release, noting that

out her desire. The “caucus”
met this morning at the senior
leader, Arjun Singh's residence.
Besides Mr. Singh, those who
attended were Dr. Manmohan

Sushma Swaraj, Minister of
Health and Family Welfare, had
called on the President and
“told him that she felt Ms,
Gandhi should not be the Prime
Minister of this country, be-
cause she was of foreign origin.”
A delegation of the “Rashtriya
Swabhiman Aandolan,” headed
by the former BJP ideologue,
K.N. Govindacharya, also called
on Mr. Kalam and gave a repre-
sentation pleading that “Ms. So-
nia Gandhi should not be
allowed to be sworn in as Prime
Minister.” The press release
added that “the President sim-
ply heard them.”

This sentence of five words
became necessary because the
President’s saffron visitors gave
the impression that Mr. Kalam
had expressed some kind of em-
pathy with their views. In fact,
knowledgeable sources within
the Congress were insistent that
Ms. Gandhi’s decision had
nothing to do with Ms. Swaraj's
views and that it was always on
the cards, as she herself told the
Central Hall congregation that
“I was always certain that if ever
I found myself in the position
that I am in today, I would fol-
low my own inner voice.”

The Congress leaders say that
her decision has enhanced her
moral stature and that she
would now become the biggest
source of strength to the party.
The last word belonged to Jai-
ram Ramesh: “A long line of re-
nunciates have dotted India
right from the days of Gautama
Buddha to Mahatma Gandhi;
and, Sonia Gandhi has now
joined this pantheon.”

Editorial on Page 10
Text of speech: Page 11
BSP to give issue-based
support: Page 12

At gunpoint: 26



n News Service

BHOPAL, May 18. — With
the Madhya Pradesh chief
minister, Miss Uma
Bharati, playing her trump
card by submitting her res-
ignation to the party presi-
dent, Mr Venkaiah Naidu,
confusion has _started
reigning supreme here.
Though the chief minis-
ter’s resignation to Mr
Naidu has no legal validi-

chief minister said that
Miss Bharati might submit
her resignation to the Go-
vernor tomorrow, if Mrs
Sonia Gandhi decided to
become the next Prime
Minister.

Sources said it was cer-
tainly a “pressure tactics”
by the chief minister. But
if Miss Bharati tenders her
resignation to the
Governor tomorrow, it
should not come as a sur-
prise to anyone.

The chief minister has
opted for the wait-and-
watch policy till tomorrow
morning.

The Congress, however,
has dubbed it a “political
stunt and theatrics” by the
chief minister. Congress
spokesperson, Mr Manak
Aggarwal, said: “If Miss
Bharati was really so keen

< ~Uma offers to quit, .

have submitted it to the
Governor, not to the BJP
president”.

About her yatra to

Kedarnath to seek bless-

ings from the Lord before
taking the next move, Mr
Aggarwal said Miss Bhara-
ti should permanently set-
tle there, rather than acting
“irresponsible and oppos-
ing people’s mandate in
favour of Mrs Gandhi”.

A senior political analyst
said Miss Bharati perhaps
wanted to score over her
party colleague, Mrs
Sushma Swaraj, in oppos-
ing Mrs Gandhi’s candida-
ture for Prime Minister’s
post.

Gaur to take charge

In the wake of Miss Uma
Bharti submitting her res-

ty, sources close to the

on resigning, she should

ignation today, urban

SC to hear PIL

EW DELHI, May 18. — The Supreme

ourt (coram, Pal, Agarwal, JJ) will hear
a PIL challenging the likely appointment
of Congress chief Sonia Gandhi as the
next Prime Minister of India on 24 May.
The Dethi High Court, which has been
seized of a similar petition since 1999, will
hear it two days later.

Supreme Court listed the matter for
hearing on 24 May after it was mentioned
by the petitioner-in-person, Lucknow-
based advacate, Mr Ashok Pandey, at the
residence of Ms Justice Ruma Pal. The
petitioner had sought the court’s interven-
tion for a direction to the President to
declare a national emergency as Mrs Sonia
Gandhi’s likely appeintment as PM would
be a “threat to the security of the nation™.

Meanwhile, the Delhi High Court
refused to grant an interim stay restrain-
ing Congress President Sonia Gandhi
from taking over as the Prime Minister
on a plea challenging the constitutional
validity of the move to invite Mrs Gandhi
to form the government in April 1999 by
the then President KR Narayanan as she
was not a natural-born citizen. The
Division Bench (coram Patel CJ, Ahmed

THE STATESMAN

‘Mandate favours her’

NEW DELHI, May 18. — Warning that
anybody except Mrs Sonia Gandhi as Prime
Minister would amount to jettisoning the
mandate, constitutional expert Ram
Jethmalani today said her hesitation to take
over reins of the country “will let loose
fissiparous elements in Congress”.

Comparing Mrs Gandhi’s hesitation to that
of Arjun just before the war began in
Mahabharat, Mr Jethmalani said though he
was not Lord Krishna, he could give similar
advice to her by saying the mandate was
clearly in her favour. — PTl

J) posted the stay application for 26 May
even as counsel of the petitioner,
Rashtriya Mukti Morcha (RMM), Mr PN
Lekhi, sought a hearing tomorrow before
she was expected to be sworn in.

The judges, however, said if the court
found merit in the application appropri-
ate remedies could be granted even after
Mrs Gandht took over the post.

The Bench allowed the RMM’s early
hearing application and advanced the
hearing on the petition from 20 July to 26
May. — Our Legal Correspondent
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Mr Babulal Gaur was

asked to officiate in her
place for a week, adds
PTL

A fax message to this
effect was received hiere by |
Mr Gaur from Miss Bharti |
and a copy of the same was |
also sent to chief secretary
Mr BK Saha.

In the message, Miss |
Bharti said she would be
away from the state for
one week and during this
period Mr Gaur would be
empowered to preside
over Cabinet meetings and
discharge other necessary
responsibilities.

Mr Gaur later told
reporters at his official
residence that he would
carry out the -iastructions
given by Miss Bharti and
work according to the pri-
orities set by her.

Govmdach/aga
not to stop st1r

Statesman News Service' v

JAIPUR, May 18. — Even
as Mrs Sonia Gandhi decid-
ed against becoming the
Prime Minister, Mr Govin-
dacharya said he would co-
ntinue his agitation as the
issue of foreign origin was a
much bigger an issue than
related to a single. person.
Speaking to reporters
here, Mr Govindacharya,
who launched a nation-
wide agitation against Mrs
Gandhi becoming the next
PM, said the people of the
country are feeling relived
by Mrs Gandhi’s decision.

‘No bar on Rahul,
Priyanka’

Mr Govindacharya today
said the foreign origin issue
‘would not be applicable on
Mr Rahul Gandhi and Mrs
Priyanka Vadra, adds PT1.



it is a black day in the
history of Independent
India. People of this country
are terribly pained,
anguished and hurt on this
decision of Congress and its
allies to chose her as their
leader. We will not be
attending the swearing-in
ceremony to express popular
sentiments... The alliance
has decided to play the role
of a constructive Opposition
but we are not going to leave
this issue of foreign origin.
EBJP president M.
Venkaiah Naidu

1t would be against our swabhiman (self-respect). A
person who waited for 16 years before deciding to
become an Indian citizen, someone who does not
know our culture and tradition, who cannot recite
Vande Mataram, how can such a person be relied

upon for ruling our country? — BJP leader and
former Union minister Sahib Singh Verma

Vzdeshl mool ke anart vyaktz PM ban jaye (a naxve

By protesting against
Sonia Gandhi’s
impending appointment
as the PM by the
President under Art 75,
Sushma Swaraj is
violating her solemn oath
(to bear true faith and
allegiance to the
constitution). Even after
Swaraj resigns from RS,
she will be bound by
Article 51-A which lays
down the fundamental
duties for every citizen.

§ Senior Supreme Court
advocate Shanti Bhushan
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~"EC panel rejected BJP’s
"~ ads on foreign origin

media did not offemss Party was the first film to

By Lalit K. Jha

NEW DELHI, MAY 16. Even before
the electorate rejected — as is
being claimied by the Congress
leaders — the Bharatiya Janata
Party’s issue of foreign origin,
the Election Commission “did
not allow” the BJP to have a
“free run” when it came to mak-
ing it [the foreign issue] part of
their electioneering through ad-
vertisements in the electronic
media.

It is believed that the Ghonk-
rokta Committee constituted by
the Chief Electoral Officer for
Dethi, Arun Goyal, at the direc-
tion of the Election Commission
following an order of the Su-
preme Court, rejected at least
two such advertisements of the
BJP. In fact, the BJP was forced
to withdraw over half-a-dozen
advertisements, the maximum
for any political party.

Highly placed scurces, on
condition of anonymity, re-
vealed that at least two adver-
tisements of the BJP depicted a
“white-skinned” foreigner
woman being rebuked by villag-
ers. It is believed that the BJP
withdrew the ad films at the di-
rection of the committee. “Or
else, these would be rejected,
the committee told them,” the
sources said. Headed by the
Joint CEO for Delhi, S.S. Ghonk-
rokta, the committee was con-
stituted on April 16 to ensure
that advertisements run by the
political parties for their cam-
paigning on the electronic

THE HINDU

ity, decency and religious sus-
ceptibilities of the voters. Also
the advertisements, which de-
rided any race, caste, creed and
nationality or tended to incite
people to crime, cause disorder
or violence, were not allowed,
sources said.

The committee also objected
to the BJP films on the “Yamraj-
Yamdoot” theme on the ground
that this might offend the reli-
gious sentiments of some peo-
ple and as such it was
withdrawn. Another film titled
“Gabbar” purported to be tele-
cast in Rajasthan did not find
favour with the committee as it
depicted a police officer un-
abashedly praising the State
Government.

In all, the committee received
applications for 74 advertise-
ments, of which 58 were certi-
fied. While 49 advertisements
were approved by the commit-
tee in the first instance, nine
were cleared only after the ap-
plicants carried the necessary
deletion/modification in ac-
cordance with the observations
of the committee. The remain-
ing 16 advertisements were ei-
ther withdrawn by the political
parties or rejected by the com-
mittee. Sources said that before
rejecting any advertisement the
political parties were given a
chance to withdraw the applica-
tions, so as not to cause them
any embarrassment.

The film titled “Now it is the
time” of the Nationalist Con-

be rejected by the Committee.,
The film showed the demolition
of the Babri Masjid, burnt bo-
gies of trains and riot scenes re-
ferring to the Godhra tragedy.
Rejecting the film, the commit-
tee observed that it “offended
decency, glorified violence and
offended religious
susceptibilities.” -

Other prominent rejected ad-
vertisements included that of
the Samajwadi Party, the Con-
gress and the India Heritage
Trust, a non-governmental or-
ganisation.

The film titled “Employment”
submitted by the Samajwadi
Party gave the impression that a
large number of posts were be-
ing filled up by its Government
in Uttar Pradesh. The commit-
tee rejected the proposal on the
ground that it violated the mod-
el code of conduct, which pro-.
hibited a party in power to
make promises. :

Similarly, the Andhra Pradesh -
unit of the Congress was not al-
lowed to telecast its films —
“One bulb” and “Twenty Paise”
— as they made a promise of a
specific nature. Another film ti-
tled “Young Lecturer” was re-
jected as it asked voters to elect
the National Democratic Alli-
ance Government, even though
the applicant, Delhi-based In-
dia Ahead Foundation, an NGO,
had submitted in its affidavit '
that the film was not for the
benefit of any political party,
sources said. '

s
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NEW DELHI, MAY 16. Several pieces of infor-
mation are fitting together as in a jigsaw
puzzle to suggest that in the coming days
the Bharatiya Janata Party will take up the
“foreign origin” of the Congress president,
Sonia Gandhi, in a big way.

Today, the BJP president, Venkaiah Nai-
du, met the National Democratic Alliance
convener, George Fernandes, to discuss
this question. And in a few days, perhaps
even tomorrow, the BJP leaders and the
newly elected MPs could meet to further
discuss the issue.

Yesterday, the Rajya Sabha MP, Sushma
Swaraj, said that she and her husband, Swa-
raj Kaushal, also an MP, would resign from
the Upper House rather than accept Ms.
Gandhi as the country’s Prime Minister.
There are reports that Ms. Swaraj will get
herself tonsured, don white clothes and
perhaps travel through the country to prop-
agate her point of view and that of her par-
ty. The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
has also come out strongly against a “for-
eign born” becoming Prime Minister.

Since May 13, when the election results
became known, a series of meetings have
taken place between the RSS leader, Madan
Das Devi, and senior BJP leaders, including
Mr. Naidu and L.K. Advani. Today, a person
close to the t ‘n RIP leadership said the par-
ty was under “1: “»us pressure from its
State units and _.ic oy scted MPs” to
“do something” on th "1 oririn issue.

Q By Neena Vyas

THE HINDU
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There seems to be two elements in all
this. First, the BJP wants to create as many
difficulties as possible for a new govern-
ment led by Ms. Gandhi. Secondly, there is
now an intense rivalry within the BJP for
“leadership” with an eye on the 2009 Lok
Sabha elections. Some leaders see Ms. Swa-
raj’s announcement as an attempt to seize
the opportunity to project herself on the
national political stage. It is almost taken
for granted in the BJP that in 2009 it will

NEWS ANALYSIS

have to be led by one of the younger leaders

and the foreign

\_—

number of political parties had made their
views clear before the polling day, and to-
gether they do constitute the majority in
the Lok Sabha. The Congress and its allies
had said that together they will choose their
leader, the Left had stated that it does not
share the BJP’s views on the question and
the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam has made
its position clear as has the Rashtriya Janata
Dal president, Laloo Prasad Yadav. It was a
national election and the race was between
two formations, one led by the BJP and the
other by the Congress; voters were surely
aware that Ms. Gandhi was the leader of the
Congress.

Another argument used by the BJP is that

and there will be intense rivalry betweei ., Ms.Gandhi was not presented as the prime

Ms. Swaraj, Pramod Mahajan, Venkaiah

Naidu, Arun Jaitley and even Jaswant Singh __

for the top party slot. Sacrificliig her Rajya”
Sabha MP’s position ‘and tonsuring he?-
head may at once endear:-her to the RSS-

mipisterial, candidateto the people. But
then she was not,ruled out either. Under
the Constitution,” it is the party bY 'Battles
with d'majority' who choose theit leader! In
fhet, - tecannolinee: the name of itheleader

bosses, who will certainly have a role toplay, . before the MPs are glected amopnts o tak-

on the leadership issue. Mr. Mahajan' ac-
knowledged this in an interview to this pa-"’
per during the course of elections. '

It seems that in the coming days, the BJP
is planning to do something dramatic, al-
though a day after the election results Mr.
Naidu had categorically ruled out the boy-
cott or non-recognition of Ms. Gandhi as an
option.

The BJP has been arguing that it may
have lost the mandate but the Congress
does not have it either. It is ignoring the fact
that «f least on the foreign origin issue, a

“ing away the constitutional right ’?I‘fé t
a

& ma-

jority party MPs to elect their er. It

“canhovihe aivalid: argument that Raman

Singh shouldnot have been madg the Chief
Minister of Chhattisgarh bec: uge, he was
not presented to the peoplé&é&nn the As-
sembly elections as a would-be ¢Hlef Min-
ister. For that matter when the Congress
elected P.V. Narasimha Rao as the leader in
1991 he was not even an MP, as he had not
contested the elections. Neither was H.D.
Deve Gowda “projected as the Prime Minis-
ter” in 1996.
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~ CPM invited to join govt

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, May 15. — Mrs
Sonia Gandhi is all set to
become the Prime Minister fol-
lowing her unanimous election
as the Congress Parliamentary
Party leader today.

The formality over, the Cong-
ress president drove straight
from Parliament House to
Banga Bhavan to meet Mr Jyoti
Basu and invite the CPI-M to
join_the new government. “The
idea is to have a coalition gov-
ernment,” Mrs Gandhi said after
a 20-minute one-to-one talk with
the former Bengal chief minis-
ter. Asked if she had invited the
CPI-M to join the government,
she said: “Of course”.

Mrs Gandhi (58) was elected
leader of the CPP, the single
largest party in the Lok Sabha
with 219 members, at the
Central Hall of Parliament by an
overwhelming show of hands.
Her name was proposed by Mr
Pranab Mukherjee and seconded
by eight other members. As pre-
siding officer Dr Manmohan
Singh wanted to know if there
was any other candidate for the
post, the members, including Mr
Rahul Gandhi, shouted “no, no”.

Speaking on the occasion, Mrs
Gandhi asked her MPs to “ackno-
wledge that the people have cho-
sen us to represent their aspira-
tions, not our own”. She told
them to understand the “senti-
ments behind the mandate”,

<Son1a on
M track

Will they,
won’t they? ;

# The CPI-M is divided over }
whether it'll join the Con-
gress-led government. The
matter has been referred to
the central committee.

W The DMK will keep out of
the govérnment for now; it’ll
decide after “observing the
Congress’s approach”.

® The JMM has given its let-
ter of support to Mrs Sonia
Gandhi. The party will join
the government.

B The LJP also decided to be
part of the coalition.

Reports on page 10

_

instead of gloating over the victo-
1y. “It’s an opportunity to effect
the changes that may better the
lives of our brothers and sisters.”
She described the defeat of the
BJP-led NDA as “people’s deci-
sive rejection of the ideology of
the RSS, BJP, and the VHP.”

Mrs Gandhi took a pledge to
work closely with allies and part-
ners. “The commitment to pro-
vide a strong and stable govern-
ment dedicated to promoting
social harmony... (dedicated) to
the welfare of the kisan and khet
mazdoor, of youth, women, and
weaker sections of society... (and)
to accelerating employment,
growth, and investment unites
all of us in the coalition.”
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BJP refuses to give up ..
issue *

/67N

foreign origin

Shekhar Iyer
New Delhi, May 14

THE BJP is all set to take up the
foreign origin issue once again
despite stunning reverses in the
Lok Sabha polls. Bracing itself to
face Sonia Gandhi as PM, the par-
ty has decided that the issue
should not be given up.

The BJP’s offensive will begin
soon after Sonia takes charge
and the new government is for-
med. Party leaders said while the
Lok Sabha polls had thrown up a
fractured verdict, the Congress
and the Left were trying to con-
vert it into a mandate for a per-
son of foreign origin. The BJP’s
line of attack will be to “create
awareness” about the issue with-
out coming in the way of Sonia’s
functioning as PM.

In his first Press conference af-
ter the poll verdict, party chief
M. Venkaiah Naidu said the BJP
continued to believe that high
constitutional posts should not
be held by people of foreign ori-
gin. “We are not opposed to Sonia
Gandhi in person but our convic-
tion is that Constitutional posts
like President, Vice-President
and Prime Minister should be
held by people of Indian origin.
She was not projected as the
Prime Ministerial candidate,” he
said in response to a question.

Asked whether the BJP would
boycott Gandhi in Parliament, he
said, “It is not in our culture. We
accept the people’s verdict. We are
a democratic party” The BJP’s
parliamentary board has ordered
a detailed post-mortem into the
party’s debacle in Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar and other states to “get
into the bottom” of things. Both
A.B. Vajpayee and LK. Advani,
who attended the board’s meeting,
favoured the BJP taking “correc-
tive steps” where necessary and

v

oY
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Congress workers celebrate their victory in New Delhi.

focus on the next round of Assem-
bly polls due in Maharashtra and
other states end of this year.
Naidu said the leaders took an
overview of the electoral out-
come and the broad conclusion
was that the results needed to be
analysed and studied deeper.
“The state units would be
asked to convene meetings of
their respective executives and

|

l

office-bearers to make a detailed
review of the outcome and a Cen-
tral observer would be deputed to
guide them,” he said.

BJP general secretary Sanjay [
Joshi, who is in charge of the |
party organisation, would also
be gathering feedback and there-
after the CPB would review the
results at the national level and
take specific correctives.

|
|
|
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|~ "Sonia as PM will be

“"a disgrace: RSS

NEW DELHI, May 14. —
The RSS today said it
would be a “disgrace” t
the nation if an “ITtalian
leader” was made the PM.
“It’ll be a disgrace to the
nation if the Congress and
Communist parties try to
foist an Italian as Prime
Minister on the country.
All self-respecting and fre-
edom loving people of this

country will be greatly hurt

if any such mishap occurs,”
RSS spokesman Mr Ram
Madhav said.

Asserting that the elec-
torate had delivered a
“fractured mandate”, he
said: “The Congress has
not secured the people’s
mandate. It is evenly split
between the Congress and
the BJP, and parties such
as the NCP and the SP
that had opposed Mrs
Gandhi on the foreign ori-
gin issue have got a bigger
mandate.”

NTC leader Mr PA
Sangma too reiterated his
opposition to a person of
“foreign origin” becoming
the PM, adds SNS from
Guwabhati. “It is a threat to
national security — a for-
eign-born being privy to
secrets related to the cou-
ntry’s security by becom-
ing the PM,” he said this
afternoon on his way to
Delhi from Tura in
Meghalaya.

Mrs Sonia Gandhi comes out of her house fo meet
supporters on Friday. — AFP
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smesman News

{OLKATA, May 4.— Th
rime Minister alleged today
hat both the Congress and the
"PI-M are “plotting” 'in Dethi
o prevent the NDA from
cturning to power and “also
cuttle its chances to form a gov-
ernment if it wins a majority”.
Addressing a huge meeting at
Deshapriya Park in south
Kolkata, Mr Vajpayee
described the two parties as
“two sides of the same coin”.
“The two parties have ganged
up to stop the NDA from coming
back to power. They are saying
that NDA rule has pushed the
country to the path of ruin. Are
factors such as economic growth,
a record foreign exchange

THE STATESMAN

“PM alleg

Name the successor

KANDARAN
{Malda), May 4.
— Mrs Sonia
Gandhi today de-
manded that the
BJP name Mr
Alal Behari Vaj-
payee’s succes-
sor. She was ' ;
speaking at Kandaran village in Mal
da district of West Bengal, Mrs Gan-
dhi said that while Mr Vajpayee had
claimed that his party had already
identified the next leader, the leader
was yet to be named. — SNS
Details on page 4

reserve and overall development
signs of ruin? People outside the
country are appreciating our suc-
cess; but the Congress and the

“Marxists don’t agree,” he said.

eg‘/Cong-CPM plot

He wondered whether free
and fair poll is possible in the

. state. “I'm told many have expre-

ssed misgivings that polling day
may witness booth-capturing,
rigging and intimidation. Our
people may be poor, but they
have the right to decide their
destiny and cast votes for the
party of their choice,” he said.
There was some heartburn
among Mr Tapan Sikdar’s fol-
lowers as the PM didn’t address
any meeting in Mr Sikdar’s con-
stituency. BJP insiders said Mr
Sikdar’s rival faction won the day
by arguing with the PM’s aides
that if Mr Vajpayee addressed a
meeting at Dum Dum he would
have to attend one in Nadia, the
constituenicy of the other BJP
minister from the state, Mr
Saytabrata Mukherjee.
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“We did not yield to U.S.
~ pressure on n-arms: PM

e
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BHUBANESWAR, APRK. 9. The Prime: Minister, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, today said the U.S. had put pres-
sure on him not to go in for a nuclear bomb, but
he refused to yield.

Addressing an election rally here this evening,
Mr. Vajpayee said that his Government went
ahead with the n-arms programme and the world
came to know of it only after the n-bomb was
tested. “But we did it and did it in such a fashion
that the world came to know of it only after we
tested it,” he said.

The Prime Minister alleged that the Congress
government had shelved the n-weapon project
under pressure from the U.S. “However, we will
not use the n-bomb against any country first,”
Mr. Vajpayee said.

About his Government’s ‘achievement’ in im-
proving the country’s relationship with other
countries and Pakistan in particular, Mr. Vaj-
payee hoped that a ‘nuclear flashpoint’ will never
arise. “We can strengthen ties through cricket.

No matter if we win in one and lose in the other.”

Mr. Vajpayee also blamed the Congress for
pulling down the governments of Charan Singh,
Chandra Shekhar, Deve Gowda, LK. Gujral as well
as his own government by the lone vote of Girid-
har Gamang. Terming the Congress ‘“‘a party of
distrust”, Mr. Vajpayee said that it should never
rule the country. “The party should take rest and
spend time in religious chants,” he suggested.
Stating that the Congress was desperate to come
to power, he said that when out of power it felt
like ‘fish out of water.’

The Prime Minister also criticised the Congress
for branding the BJP a communal party. ‘It was
the Congress which encouraged the growth of
communalism in the country by dividing people
on the basis of religion. Bangladesh was created
on these lines,” he said.

Mr. Vajpayee urged the people to vote for the
National Democratic Alliance on the basis of its
performance during the past six years. The Orissa
Chief Minister, Naveen Patnaik, also addressed
the rally.

THE HINDU
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PM, deputy

‘. rake u

On-u
P

Sonia origin

SNS AND PTI

CHENNAL/JAIPUR, April 3.
— Mrs Sonia Gandhi’s for-

' eign origin is definitely “an

issue and a major factor in

" the elections”, the Prime
Minister said today.

“The issue is being discussed
all over the country now,” he

' told reporters on arrival from

New Delhi en route to Nellore,

* where he launched the BJP’s

election campaign in Andhra
Pradesh. Tamil Nadu chief
minister Miss Jayalalitha,
who received Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee at Meenambakkam
airport, said the question was

. whether the country needed
' an Indian or a foreigner to

rule. “The correct person is
only Vajpayee.”

In Jaipur, Mr LK Advani
carried the anti-Sonia cam-
paign a step further, saying
the Congress president was
not acceptable as Prime
Minister even to Opposition
parties because of her for-

' eign origin.

Speaking to reporters here
on the 22nd day of his Bharat
Uday Yatra, the Deputy PM
said that not just the BJP, but
Opposition’ parties too held

-the view that top constitution- .

al posts should be reserved for

NDA manifesto |

BANGALORE, April 3. —
The NDA’s manifesto, to be
released on’8 April, may call
for a ban on foreign-born na-
tionals seeking top posts,
Mr George Fernandes said
here today. — SNS !

natural-born Indians. “The
issue of foreign origin is not a
personal attack on Mrs
Gandhi but a major political
issrio. The Congrass s
after Mr Sharad Pawar and
Mr PA Sangma questioned
Mrs Gandhi’s claim to the
PM’s post. The NCP too had
split on the issue earlier this
year.” The Congress is nnt
announcing its prime mini:
rial candidate because ii'-
aware of Mrs Gandhi’s unaec-
ceptability to other Oppo-
sition parties, he said.

On the Congress’ statement
that he too was born on for-
eign soil (Karachi), Mr
Advani said: “By questioning
the Indianness of those who
chose India over Pakistan
and sacrificed everything to
remain Indian, the Congress
has maligned lakhs of
Punjabis and Bengalis.”

® Another report
on page 10 -

ol
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“Vajpayee raps-
Visva-Bharati...

g K t\ AND CHIEF MINISTER TOO

April 2. — The Prime JB
Minister today didn’t J
mince words while expre- &
ssing his shock at the secu-
rity arrangement at Visva-
Bharati, from where such
prlceless artifacts as Tag-
ore’s Nobel medal had
been burgled. “It’s dis- {
heartening to see that the |
priceless mementos were
not guarded in the way
they should have been,” he
told journalists here.

And to the chief minis-
ter, as reported by Mr
Tapan Sikdar, he made
clear his dismay over the
“slow pace” of the investi-
gation conducted by the §
state police before the CBI |

appears that it’s the handi-
work of experts, who were
fully informed about the
items kept at the museum.”

As for the possibility of
insiders’ involvement in
the crime, he said: “That
can’t be said for sure. But
if the probe reveals any
such involvement, action’
E£| would be taken against
[¥ & those responsible.”

: Mr Vajpayee was accom-
} panied to Santiniketan by
Governor Mr Viren J
Shah, Union minister Mr
% Sikdar, Miss Mamata
Banerjee, state BIP chief
Mr Tathagata Roy and
CBI director Mr Uma
Shankar Mishra. He land-
ed at Santiniketan at 1.15
% pm. and headed straight
for Uttarayan, where he

took over. “Aath din laga
diva, yeh achcha nahin,”
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee
reportedly told Mr Buddhadeb Bhatta-
charjee at NSC Bose Airport today.

At Santiniketan too, the Prime
Minister expressed “regret and concern”
that the stolen items couldn’t be recov-
ered even eight days after the theft came
to notice. He said he had “asked the
investigators to expedite the probe”.

The theft has put “national prestige” at
stake, Mr Vajpayee said. “This is no ordi-
nary theft. Those who did it knew that they
weren’t AIp to anything ordinary... It

THE STATESMAN

The Prime Minister at Visva-Bharati,
on Friday. — Shyamal Maitra

stayed till around 4.45 p.m.
Apart from visiting the
crime spot, he held meet-
ings with the vice-chancellor and other
officials of Visva-Bharati, including mem-
bers of the university’s inquiry commit-
tee. CBI officers briefed him about the
progress of the probe. A document pre-
pared by the sleuths was read out to him.
Mr Vajpayee also met representatives of
the university’s students’ union, Karmi-
sabha and Adhayapaksabha. He returned
to Kolkata in the evening and left for
Delhi at 5.50 p.m.
More reports on page 8
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PM seeks debate
on ‘foreigher’ issue

MUMBAI, April 1. — The Prime
Minister Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee
today raised ‘the Congress president
Mrs Sonia Gandhi’s foreign origin issue
for the first time in the current Lok
Sabha election-campaign.

He chose the tribal dominated Javhar
taluka of Thane district, about 70 km
from here, for stirring the proverbial
hornet’s nest. Mr Vajpayee, without
naming Mrs Gandhi, expressed the
need for a nationwide debate on the
issue. “There should be a comprehen-
sive debate whether a person of foreign
origin should assume high constitution-
al position in the country.”

The constituency of Dahanu chosen
by the Prime Minister to launch the
indirect attack on the Congress presi-
dent is a Congress stronghold.
Ridiculing the Congress-NCP alliance
in the Lok Sabha polls, the Prime
Minister reminded the people that the
NCP had parted ways with the Congress
on the “big issue” of foreign origin. “I
do not not understand this alliance,” Mr
Vajpayee said referring to the joint rally
by Mrs Gandhi and NCP leader Mr
Sharad Pawar in Sholapur and took a
dig at them saying that at least they

n'v?l‘ h

" TA.(’;~HU\‘3

should have avoxded holdmg it on April
Fool’s day. The Prime Minster asked:
“Is it an all fools’ day joke on the peo-
ple?”

The NCP was formed five years ago
on the sensitive issue of Mrs Gandhi’s
Italian origin, he recalled. The
Congress and Mr Sharad Pawar’s NCP
now display a rare bonhomie in the run
up to the Lok Sabha elections.

The Prime Minister’s rally was a well
attended affair with a turnout of over
one lakh people. Mr Vajpayee spoke
about the involvement of the tribals in
the developmental activity. The BIP
leaders accompanying him said since
the Prime Minister has raked up the
issue it would be the NDA's major poll
plank in the Lok Sabha elections.

The Prime Minister said the BJP-Shiv
Sena alliance was working well and his
NDA government had proved wrong
the Congress and other political oppo-
nents by successfully running the coali-
tion for five years. Listing the various
steps his government had taken for wel-
fare of tribals, he said a separate min-
istry of tribal affairs was created and a
commission set up to redress their
grievances. He asserted his government
was committed to bringing tribal
regions in the mainstream of develop-
ment.
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Advani starts secong/

o leg of yaira

PORBANDAR, March 30. — The
Deputy Prime Minister, Mr LK Ad-
vani, today started the second leg of
his Bharat Uday Yatra from the birth-
place of Mahatma Gandhi, on the
birthday of Lord Ram.

. He recalled Gandhiji’s definition of
swaraj, which was signified by Ram

Rajya, and the promise of Ram Man- o

dir at the Janamsthan in Ayodhya.

The people’s response at the venue
was lukewarm and half of the pandal,
set up on the occasion, remained
empty. Both Mr Advani and the Gu-
jarat chief minister, Mr Narendra
Modi, made fiery speeches on' elec-
tions and good governance.

The 3,000 km long yatra was chris-
tened as a yatra “from Sudamapuri to
Jagganathpuri.” It was pointed out
that Porbondar was called Sudama-
puri.

At the beginning of his speech Mr
Advani told the audience that “secu-
larwad ke jadh Hindutva main hai”
(the roots of secularism lie in
Hindutva) and went on to add that
“Gandhiji used to say with pride that
he was a Hindu, a Sanatani Hindu.”

“This truth should be recognised,
otherwise you cannot understand the
culture of the country,” Mr Advani
said. -

He urged people to vote for Mr

THE STATESMAN

Assurance on Temple

RAJKOT, March 30. — For the first time
perhaps, Mr LK Advani gave a categorical
assurance on the construction of the Ram
Temple at Ayodhya. Addressing a sizeable
meeting here, Mr Advani said: “Mandir to
banega (the temple will be built)". He said
this would happen when the new govern-
ment would come to power. “Talks are on,’
he said. — SNS

Atal Behari Vajpayee to make him do
the “hat-trick”- (getting to be the
Prime Minister for the third time). .
Mr Narendra Modi said that BJP
would win all 26 Lok Sabha seats
from Gujarat. Referring to the five
Congress MPs in the previous Lok
Sabha, he said that they did not do

anythmg in Parligment, when Gujarat
was bemwnto disrepnte./
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eSecond Green Revolution

Contentious issues

persons of Indian origin

«Cultural nationalism: Bharatiyata and Hindutva

made synonymous
«Ram temple in Ayodhya

eAbrogation of special powers to J&K
«3wadeshi slogan: No potato chips, only computer chips

Economic policy

eMake government a facilitator rather than an

interventionist
eBroaden and deepen liberalisation

BJP drops one holy cw,

oTwo-child riorm with incentives for girls
eEncouragement to private enterprises to help SG/STs

\V

_ ATA

INDIA THROUGH'
L'S LOOKING

#High constitutional offices to be occupied only by

Graphic: MANOJ

picks on ‘foreigner’

RADHIKA RAMASESHAN

New Delhi, March 30: The
BJP today came out with its Vis-
ion Document 2004, soft-ped-
alling its opposition to Article
370 that guarantees special sta-
tus to Jammu and Kashmir but
repeating its support to the
Ayodhya temple and a uniform
civil code.

The 48-page document is div-
ided into two parts: the first uns-
pooled the BJP’s “basic mission
and commitments” without set-
ting a time frame and the second
spelt out its wish list to the NDA.
It outlined the BJP’s “priority
agenda for the next five years”
which it wants incorporated in
the NDA’s election manifesto, to
be released on April 6.

Every BJP manifesto in the
past promised that the party
would repeal Article 370 if elect-
ed to power. The Vision Docu-
ment has no reference to the con-
tentious issue in the first half
and barely touches on it in the
second.

“While recognising that the
Constitution provides for cer-
tain transient and temporary

THE TEL CGRATH

provisions for Jammu and Ka-
shmir, we believe that the im-
mediate challenge before the
Centre and the state is to involve
all sections of society in elimi-
nating terrorism, accelerating
economic development and stre-
ngthening popular governance
that can provide people-friendly
administration,” it said. But
party sources insisted there was
no departure from the earlier
stand.

It is likely that the “foreign
origin” issue will find place in
the NDA's manifesto because the
document said: “The BJP firmly
holds that the high offices of the
Indian state — legislative, execu-
tive and judicial — should be oc-
cupied only by those who are
India’s natural citizens by their
Indian origin.” The party has
made Sonia Gandhi’s “foreign”
origin a key campaign issue.

The please-all Vision Docu-
ment has something for every
BJP constituency and for every
section the party is trying to
win over.

If it reaffirmed its commit-
ment to constructing a Ram
temple in Ayodhya through

“dialogue and a negotiated set-
tlement”, the BJP, for the first
time, had a three-point assur-
ance for the minorities: educa-
tion, economic uplift and em-
powerment.

The party that has been ac-
cused of saffronising education
also spoke of “rectifying the bi-
ases in history education, in-
creasing the moral and cultural
content in syllabi and restoring
the neglected focus on character-
building”.

The uniform civil code has
been presented as a gender issue
rather than a minority or party-
specific one. The BJP stressed it
would evolve a social and politi-
cal consensus before enacting a
common code.

The document reinforced the
BJP’s commitment to globalisa-
tion. While swadeshi did figure,
it was relocated in the context of
the global challenge.

“A strong, efficient and high-
growth Indian economy, in whi-
ch Indian products, services and
entrepreneurs dominate the do-
mestic and global markets, is our
concept of swadeshi,” it said.

M See Page 6 /
d
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K. SUBRAHMANYA

New Delhi, March 11: Snap-
ping out of a stupor, the Con-
gresshas picked its primetarget:
Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

The Prime Minister was put
on public trial by the principal
Opposition party today when it
released a 56-page chargesheet
against the government’s six
years of “sins, scams and
shame” in the most vocal and di-
rect attack on Vajpayee in the
run-up to the coming elections.

“The Prime Minister cannot
disown his responsibility” for
the Centre’s omissions and com-
missions because the ultimate
responsibility in a parliamen-
tary democracy is the Prime
Minister’s, Congress leader
Pranab Mukherjee said.

The Congress so far has been
concentrating on Sonia Gand-
hi’s roadshows and trying to
drive home the point that its gov-
ernments pioneered most of the
steps that led to the perceived
feel-good in the country.

However, the party’s reluc-
tance to zoom in on the several
scandals that broke during the
BJP’srule had spread disquiet in
the Congress ranks, strengthen-
ing a perception that the cam-

” . o SRR A
(B, ' ‘DR ER]

against Vajpayee

aBrought back Tehelka-tai
Fernandes

sMaintained silepggan.k

aAI|ow Babri demolition
chargesheeted to stay in ministry

paign lacked political teeth.

Today’s move to gun for Vaj-
payee is intended at countering
the Atal factor that the NDA has
been highlighting in its cam-
paign. “There is no Atal factor,”
Mukherjee said.

The booklet — released in De-
1hi, Mumbai, Calcutta and Ban-
galore simultaneously — repeat-
edly mentions Vajpayee’s name
while listing the scams and the
government’s “failures”. (See
chart and Page 6)

The document also mentions
his principal secretary, foster
son-in-law and a relative. The

T

il

“Shame and scandal in
- Cong attack on PM

‘concluding part details instan-

ces of Vajpayee’s “doublespeak”.

“These (scams) may be
known to you. But when 700 mil-
lion people cast their votes, we
want to remind them about these
scams,” Mukherjee said.

BJP chief M. Venkaiah Nai-
du dismissed the chargesheet
with characteristic disdain, de-
scribing it as “stale and pale”.

The Congress’ charge that
the NDA government has com-
promised national security dom-
inates with the document assert-
ing that the Prime Minister owes
an explanation for reinducting
Tehelka scam-tainted George
Fernandes as defence minister.

The document accuses the
Centre of diverting Rs 22,000
crore collected as Kargil cess.
Over Rs 49,000 crore was invol-
ved in 80-odd scams, including
those on coffins, UTI, petrol pu-
mps, land allotment and divest-
ment, Mukherjee said. “So much
for the India Shining campaign.”

The most direct attack on Va-
jpayee is reserved for his “flip-fl-
op” on Ayodhya, Fernandes’ alle-
ged involvement in Tehelka, Gu-
jarat riots, minorities and em-
ployment. “India will (therefore)
feel good only when the NDA is
thrown out,” the booklet says.
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L.K. Advani and Venkaiah Naidu outside the Vivekananda memorial in
Kanyakumari at the start of the BJP’s yatra on Wednesda

Tl o 0P
Advani’s rath rolls

\
Shekhar Iyer \ towards J. Jayalalithaa knew no
Kanyakumari, March 10 bounds. He praised her to the skies
for carrying forward the legacy of
L.K. ADVANI wasted no time. Just Dravidian icons Annadurai and
after flagging off the BJP’s poll MGR. But the Tamil Nadu chief
roadshow on Wednesday, the minister was not present at the ya-
Deputy Prime Minister revertedto tra flag-off. Instead, she deputed
his pet subject: Congress president senior leader T. Sunderam to keep
Sonia Gandhi’s foreign origin. Advani’s company. She also made
“Vajpayee is a great leader whe- sure that AIADMK flags fluttered
reas the prime ministerial candi- beside the saffron ones.
date from the other side doesn’t be- The BJP’s poll generals — M.
long to India and she doesn’t un- Venkaiah Naidu, Pramod Mahajan
derstand it either,” he said at and ArunJaitley —flagged off Ad-
Nagercoil, only 15 km into his vani’s bus amid cries of “Lauha
8,000-km ‘Bharat Uday Yatra’. Purush (Iron Man)”. Prominent
“She’s even shy of projecting her- cheerleaders included recent BJP
self asthe next PM.” converts Arif Mohd Khan and
Advani’s attitude was different Ajmer Sharief Dewan, and old
before his bus rolled out of Kanya- faithfuls such as Mukhtar Abbas
kumari. “T'll have one simple mes- Naqgvi and Shahnawaz Hussain.
sage for all countrymen,” he said. The bus will be Advani’s home
“India’s time has come. Through for the next fortnight as he travels
this trip, I'll project India’s to Amritsar. Inthe second phase of
achievements under Vajpayee.” his yatra, the Deputy Prime Minis-
But his tenor changed with the ter will travel from Porbander to
landscape; synchronising with Puri, and thus would be absent
similar attacks by NDA allies from party meetings to select its
ATADMK and TDP. His gratitude candidates.
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o ,Advam rides again~~

NE NEED \& e a psychoana-

lyst to know why the word ‘Ad-

vani’ is automatically conjured

up whenever the words ‘rath ya-
tra’ are uttered. True, the idea of setting
off in a decked-up vehicle before polls
was not L.K. Advani’s invention. For-
mer Andhra Chief Minister N.T. Rama
Rao may have brought in the distinct Ra-
manand Sagar-quality to election cam-
paigning. But it is L.K. Advani’s 1990
rath yatra from Somnath to Ayodhya —
passing through ten states in a Japanese
jeep improvised to look like an ancient
chariot of war — that fixes our notion of
a political roadshow. Mr Advani, now as
the deputy prime minister and Numero
Due in the BJP, is ready to set the chari-
ot rolling again. This time round, he in-
sists that he will be simply spreading the
good word about the NDA’s ‘India Shin-
ing’ campaign — a neat way of sidestep-
ping the Election Commission’s ban on
pre-poll political ads.

While Mr Advani is keen to show that
he is no longer the L.K. Advani of 1990,
whose juggernaut journey culminated
in the disgraceful destruction of the
Babri masjid and subsequent commu-
nal riots nationwide, it remains to be

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

seen what the more radical elements of
the Sangh parivar make of his latest
travel plan. Mr Advani has undertaken
rath yatras after the 1992 demolition —
the Swarna Jayanthi Rath Yatra to cele-
brate 50 years of independence in 1997,
for instance — in which he refrained
from veering into any communal direc-
tion. But such is the impact of the 1990
yatra and its aftermath that Mr Advani
in a chariot before elections can give the
wrong idea to those who see Hindutva
as being the BJP’s USP. Politicians such
as Ramvilas Paswan and Laloo Yadav
are, therefore, justified in questioning
the BJP leader’s intentions — and warn-
ing us about the yatra’s repercussions.
Mr Advani — like his party — has, in
the past, insisted his innocence in the
Babri masjid tragedy, maintaining that
the demolition was an ‘unfortunate’ but
‘spontaneous’ action. So to trust the
same man is always risky business. It is
also curious that the BJP, supposedly
brimming with frontline leaders, could-
n’t opt for more than one man — and
this man — to tom-tom its many virtues
in government. One hopes that the par-
ty knows that no one will buy any ex-
cuses if things go ‘awry’ once again.
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Think and de

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, February 25

PRIME MINISTER A .B. Vaj-
payee on Wednesday led the
BJP in an all-out attempt to
reach out to the Muslims to
vote for the party.

Addressing the largest
minorities  development
conference organised by the
BJP, the PM said, “Get out of
the fear that’s dividing the
nation and vote for a gov-
ernment that will not allow
any community to live in
fear.” He appealed to them
to “think and decide” for
themselves in the coming
Lok Sabha elections and not
shun the BJP without a
careful thought.

Indicating that all issues
could be solved through
talks, Vajpayee said Mus-
lims should consider them-
selves rightful partners in
the development wave
sweeping the nation brought
by the BJP-led dispensation.
“A superhighway is not
meant for just one communi-
ty, it is for all. Similarly, the
fruits of development are
meant for everyone to share
and take benefit of.”

The Prime Minister
spoke of his initiative to im-
prove ties with Pakistan,
which is the BJP’s USP
among Muslims. “Our poli-
cy is to have peace with all
our neighbours and, at the
same time, keep the coun-
try’s interests in mind.
There’s no conflict between
the two,” he said.

Though his bus journey
to Lahore had failed, Vaj-
payee said his message to
Pakistan was, “Let’s walk
and live together. If we have
to fight, we have to fight
against poverty and unem-
ployment, but not with each
other. We have fought wars
and seen the results, too.

“There’s peace all over the
country and along the border.

VEILED SUPPORT: A section of the gathering at the BJP’s Minority Development meet in New Delhi on Wednesday.

Both countries are going to
play cricket and not wage a
war. Our players can play in
Karachi or Peshawar, we've
told them (Pakistan), depend-
ing where arrangements are
made. But the atmosphere
created for sporting links
should be maintained”.
Vajpayee, who got a stand-
ing ovation from the audi-
ence repeatedly, said there
was no issue that couldn’t be
resolved through talks.
Attacking the Congress,
he recalled that Muslims
were once told that if they
failed to vote for that party,
they would be sent to Pak-
istan. “Now, people are
queuing up for visas to go to
India or Pakistan. This is
the change that’s been
brought about by our gov-

s
/2“5 20’(
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fore casting your vote, urges Vajpayee

ernment,” he said.

He countered the charge
that the BJP was a commu-
nal party, saying there was
no basis or ground for the
allegation. “If we wanted to,
we could’ve floated a party
only of Hindus after the
country gained Indepen-
dence. But the Muslim
League is still surviving be-
cause it's being patted by
the Congress,” he said while
criticising the existence of
different yardsticks to
measure secularism.

Those who spoke at the
meet included Arif Mo-
hammed Khan, who joined
the BJP a day ago, Finance
Minister Jaswant Singh,
BJP chief M. Venkaiah
Naidu, Shahnawaz Hussein
and Mukhtar Abbas Nagvi.

PM tells Muslims

ARVIND YADAV/HT

Ethnic cleansing of poll lists: Cong

THE CONGRESS has ac-
cused the NDA govern-
ment of “ethnic cleans-
ing” of the electoral rolls,
claiming that 22,000 no-
tices had reportedly been
issued to people in Delhi
on why their names would
be deleted from the rolls.
Congress spokesman
Kapil Sibal demanded
that the BJP respond to
following questions:
® Will it investigate this
allegation of ethnic
cleansing?
® What will its policy be
towards the minorities?

® Will it remove the fear
for life among people
from the minority com-
munity?

® Will it give justice to
Muslims, including set-
ting up special courts for
the riot-affected? and

® What steps will it take

to provide education and
employment to Muslims?
Stressing that there
could be peace only when
there was prosperity, Si-
bal spelt out the Co: %
gress’s promise in th%:'()

gard in its manifest,, <
HTC, Nm;.o%, K
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NEW DELHI, FEB. 23. The Election Commission today
turned down thg Union Home Ministry’s request
for allowing the Deputy Prime Minister, L. K. Ad-
vani, to use government aircraft during the cam-
paigning for the coming Lok Sabha elections.

Disclosing this to presspersons, the Deputy
Election Commissioner, A.N. Jha said: “The Com-
mission has told the Government that the existing
instructions will continue,” implying that except
the Prime Minister, no other Ministers of the
Union or the State Governments will be extended
this privilege. Asked when such a decision was
communicated to the Government, he refused to
say anything.

(Under the instructions issued by the Commis-
sion on April 9, 1996 the use of State-owned air-
craft will not be permitted for any reason including
security to anyone other than the Prime Minister).

On Friday last, the Commission had said that it
had received a request from the Home Ministry to
grant exemption to Mr. Advani as in the case of the
Prime Minister considering his threat perception
and that such a request was under its consider-
ation.

The rejection of the Ministry’s request assumes
significance in the context of various political par-
ties urging the Commission during the all-party
meeting not to extend any concession to Mr. Ad-
vani to ensure a “level-playing field”.

Mr. Jha clarified that only travel expenses of the
designated leaders of recognised political parties
would not be included in the poll expenses of the
candidates and not all expenses as reported in a

. Venkatesan 9

gyernment _plane for Advanif EC

newspaper today. He said: “Guidelines have a
ready been issued during the previous round ¢
State elections last year. They are clear and un
ambiguous.” This would cover 40 leaders of recog
nised political parties and 20 leaders o
unrecognised but registered parties.

The ceiling of Rs. 25 lakhs for a candidate con-
testing the Lok Sabha elections would continue.

The number of polling booths would decline
from 7.75 lakhs to seven lakhs following the ratio-
nalisation of the polling booths . And voters per
polling station would increase from 750 to around
970/1000. ;

Besides reducing the number of polling booths,
the number of persons deployed at a booth wolild
also be cut from five to four.

The BJP today filed a complaint with the Com-
mission taking exception to advertisements by
Punjab and Karnataka, both ruled by the Congress
highlighting their achievements without indicating
whether the advertisements were issued by the
Governments concerned or by the Congress.

Regularisation stayed

NEW DELHI, FEB. 23. The Supreme Court today
stayed a series of orders of the Union Govern-
ment to regularise encroachments in forests and
give land rights to tribals in Madhya Pradesh and
Tripura jeopardising over two lakh hectares of
forest. — PTI

Details on Page 11
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" PM launches social

securlty scheme for

("

“\ unorganised sector:

@ Vajpayee to contest only from Lucknow

By J.P. Shukla

LUCKNOW, FEB. 22. The Prime
Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
today launched a social
security scheme for workers of
the unorganised sector,
providing them old age
pension, health insurance and
personal accidental insurance
cover for a monthly
contribution of Rs. 50 and Rs.
100, depending on the age of
the beneficiary.

Mr. Vajpayee handed over
National Social Security
numbers to 14 workers at the
inaugural function and
expressed the commitment of
his Government to take care of
the social security problems of
workers in the sector.

The scheme will be
managed by the Employees’
Provident Fund Organisation
and will be initially
implemented in 50 districts of
the country. Workers in the
unorganised sector drawing
wages up to Rs. 650 a month
will be covered under the
scheme.

THE H..

The employees’ contribution
will be Rs. 50 a month from
those in the age group 16-35
and Rs. 100 a month from
workers in the age group 36-
50. On retirement at the age of
60, the worker will get a
pension of Rs. 500 a month
and in case of his untimely
death the family members will
get Rs. 1.25 lakhs plus a
pension of Rs. 500 a month.

The Prime Minister, who
arrived here this morning on a
two-day visit, told a meeting
of Bharatiya Janata Party

—

workers that he would contest
the next Lok Sabha elections
only from Lucknow
constituency, even though he
had received invitations to
contest from several other
States. He said he had started
his political career from
Lucknow and contested
elections from here both
successfully and
unsuccessfully. He had
become Prime Minister only
because he was an MP from
Lucknow, Mr. Vajpayee said
while stressing his association

4 . H 3

Cricketers not going to war
LUCKNOW, FEB. 22. The Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, !
today said the Indian team was going to Pakistan to play
cricket and not to fight a war.

“On Pakistan’s invitation, the Indian cricketers are
going there to play cricket and not for any war,” Mr.
Vajpayee told reporters at Amausi airport.

With India and Pakistan chalking out the time-table
for a composite dialogue to resolve the outstanding
issues, the Prime Minister said “There is a conducive
atmosphere for holding a dialogue with Pakistan.” — PTI |

23 FEB 2004

with his constituency.

Mr. Vajpayee asked the
party workers to go to the
masses to highlight the
achievements of his
Government. They should
display unity and work hard to
project the achievements of
his Government to the masses.

He said Uttar Pradesh
accounted for 80 Lok Sabha
seats and that showed how
vital the State was for the
party.

The workers should not be
guided by media publicity and
should approach the voters in
right earnest.

Mr. Vajpayee said he had
successfully run a coalition
Government with the support
of a number of parties. The
Congress was also now talking
of contesting the elections in
alliance with others. But the
Opposition parties which
wanted to go along with the
Congress would have to think
of the past. The Congress was
known for giving support to
other parties and then pulling
down governments, he said.




in Vaishali

Feb. 10. — An extra cau-
tious Prime Minister today
tried to hardsell the NDAs
concept of “India Shining”,
softened his tone against his
political adversaries, skip-
ped the contentious issues
and harped on the age-old
theme of development.

“We do not promise the
moon, but we believe in
bringing the moon closer to
the masses,” Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee said here today
nearly kicking off the party’s
poll campaign in the state,
while inaugurating con-
struction works on the Haji-
pur-Sugauli rail line, a part
of the Buddhist circuit. “Th-
ose who claim to be ancient
nations are welcome to
come to Bihar and see the
-history scattered every-
where,” he said, adding that
his government was con-
cerned about giving a fillip
to tourism. Three crore tou-
rists visited India last year,
but even' this figure leaves
much to be desired and the
government is doing its best

BANGALORE, Feb 10
— The Congress party in
Karnataka has found. its
own. way. to counter the

ng” ad blitz of

' ’ gz‘mnmm
Not content with organis-
‘ing a cabaret show last
week in Mandya district to
attract ¢roy “has now

resorted to bnbmg jour-

nalists, to go by reports
reachmghere., :

The latest incident in

Mysoreycsterday has nled ‘

the Mysore - Journalists’

. Association. The rural dis-
trict Congress committee .

convenied a press meet on
its - membership drive
launched by it. After the

meet, Jeaders gave them
sea , lopw, Those
wh ped their enve-
lopes were shocked to find
Rs 500 along with a wrxst
watch e SNS :

to generate more revenue,
he said.

Stressing that develop-
ment holds the key to pros-

THE STATESMAN 77 oy
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perlty, Mr Va]payee said his
government’s efforts were
paying - off.
The BJP today lashed out at

" the Congress for trying to

put it in the dock on the Bo-
fors pay-off case. Why do
they want an apology for,
BJP president Venkaiah
Naidu asked. He was refer-
ring to the Congress de-
mand that the BJP apolo-
gise for attacking Rajiv
Gandhi in the Bofors case.
‘Temple issue clouds BJP
‘vision> A dilemma over
Ayodhya is confronting the
BJP as it prepares a vision
document ahead of the
elections.

The document will focus
on negotiation as the route
to resolution of all conflicts
facing the nation, but the
party is undecided whether
resolution of the Ram Tem-
ple issue through negotia-
tion should also be men-
tioned. The problem has
been compounded with Mr
Vajpayee, telling a rally in
Faizabad last week that a
solution to the temple issue
should be through
negotiations.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDI
AHMBDABAD, FEBRUARY 8

" EEKING a renewed
mandate for the
NDA at the Centre,
' W Deputy Prime Minis-
_ter LK. Advani today said a
temple will be built at Ram
-1 Janmabhoomi in Ayodhya —
* with the consent of both Hin-
dus and Muslims — and that
his government will work to-
wards the return of Kashmiri
Panditsto the Valley.
. Addressing a gathering at
" Chandlodia, Advani quoted

Prime Minister Atal Behari

‘Vajpayee’s appeal in Ayodhya
yesterday and said: “Give us
five more years as we have
much unfinished work to do
for the people that includes the
construction of Ram Temple.”
“We have much more to
dofor the people and one such
demand by crores of Indians is
that Ram Temple must come
up at Ram Janmabhoomi...
which will happen... And that
too with the consent of both
parties,” the BJP leader said.
Advani said another im-
portant issue for the NDA
when they return to power will

INDIAN ExPRess
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be to “ensure the return of
Kashmiri Pandits to the Val-

- ley.” “It is important for the

Kashmiri Pandits to go back to
live in the Valley in a con-
ducive atmosphere and that is
one of the important thingson
our agenda,” he said.

The Deputy PM also put
to rest speculations about the
Lok Sabha seat he will be con-
testing, saying he will “once
again contest from Gujarat’s

Advanl at a rally In Ahmedabad on Sunday. Reuters

|

capital Gandhinagar”.

~ Opening a Health mela in
Madhavpura Assembly seg-
ment, Advani said: “There has
been much speculation re-
garding my parliamentary seat.

When I'was in Kutch recently,
people asked, ‘Why don’t you

contest from here as your fa-
ther belonged to this place?’
The very next day there were
media reports that I would be
contesting from Kutch.”

Afew days later there were
media reports that he would
contest ffom Amreli district in
Saurashtra and then even
Jaipur in Rajasthan cropped
up in media reports as his
choice of seat, Advani said.

“But considering the

-amount of love and respect I

have got from people of
Gandhinagar, [ have decided
to contest the upcoming polls
from here itself,” Advani said.
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“PM leads scramble
K fiew gl'ound
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to brea

Foundation

By Akshaya Mukul
TiMes News NETWORK

i New Delhi: Prime Minister Vaj-
payee is leading the government
in what seems to be a scramble
¢ for announcing new projects and
¢ laying foundation stones. In two
days, Mr Vajpayee has traversed
through the east to the south to
announce road projects.

Election Commission officials
jokingly call it the “foundation
rush” and expect more to come
before the election dates are an-
nounced by the EC next week
and the model code of conduct
comes into force.

A quick look at certain deci-
sions in the offing will give a clear
picture of the announcement
rush. The ‘open sky’ policy is slat-
ed to be cleared by the cabinet on
February 4, the PM will be inau-
gurating the Hajipur-Sugauli rail-
way line in Bihar on February 10
while petroleum minister Ram
Naik will be in Gujarat on Febru-
ary 9 to kick off an LNG import
terminal at Dahej, which was orig-
inally scheduled to be launched by
the PM and his deputy.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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The one major announcement
which might not see the light of
the day is anincrease in the for-
eign direct investment limit in
the telecom sector to 74 per cent.

The model code envisages a to-
tal ban on announcing financial
grants, laying foundation stones

SteppmgStones..

of projects/schemes, making
promises of construction of
roads, provision of drinking wa-
ter facilities and fresh appoint-
ments and transfers. Even fresh
release of funds from the MP’s
Local Area Development Scheme
is banned. Ditto for the
MLA/MLC development funds.
Except for the PM, all Union
ministers and chief ministers

* 3 FEB 008

are banned from using govern-
ment aircraft. In case, private
aircraft are used, the EC wants
maintenance of full records.
Ministers are also barred from
combining official functions
with political work.

It is a period of flux when even
discrete decisions are set aside
and the normally reverent and
reticent babu looks the other
way—in short discovers his back.
The model code has become a
dreaded word among politicians,
more so for those in power, since
the early 1990s when it came to be
enforced strictly by the EC. No
wonder, there is a rush now to be
seen to be working.

The dilemma of the politician
in power is best explained by a
cabinet minister: “In the run-up
to the election, the model code
just allows you to breathe as a
politician. One wrong speech
and you are gone.” Not so long
ago, the EC censured former
Chhattisgarh CM Ajit Jogi and
Punjab CM Amarinder Singh for
violating the model code by us-
ing state air,cra”‘\&ring the elec-
tion perin® o
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<" Tour off,

PMina ¢
hurry to™\

calm hosts

PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Jan. 19: Prime Min-

ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee called
. Thai counterpart Thaksin Shi-
nawatra twice and apologised
to Australia after his trip
was cancelled due to “domestic
preoccupations”.

Vajpayee spoke to Shinawa-
tra on Saturday and today, ex-
pressing his inability to attend a
Bimstec (Bangladesh, India,
Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand
Economic Co-operation) summit
to be hosted by Thailand.

Thailand then called off the
Bimstec meet and said it would
reconvene the summit later at a
date convenient to all five partic-
ipating nations.

Vajpayee also wrote to Aus-
tralian Prime Minister John
Howard apologising for his in-
ability to come to Canberra.

Soon after Vajpayee spoke to
Shinawatra, the Indian foreign
ministry issued a statement.
“The Prime Minister informed
the Prime Minister of Thailand
that he would be unable to attend
the summit from February 8
because of a number of domes-

Vajpayee: Hands full

tic preoccupations,” the state-
ment said.

“The Prime Minister of Thai-
land conveyed that he had discu-
ssed this with the other Bimstec
leaders and it was felt that it wo-
uld be inappropriate to proceed
with the summit under these cir-
cumstances. It was, therefore,
agreed that the summit would be
postponed to a subsequent mutu-
ally convenient date, to be fixed
through diplomatic channels.”

However, it is not clear whe-
ther Vajpayee cancelled his trip
as he may not be able to be part of
any official document once Par-
liament is dissolved and he be-
comes the caretaker Prime Min-

ister, or because he did not want

to be away from India for nearly
a week at a crucial time.

Foreign ministry officials
said nothing prevents a Prime
Minister from travelling abroad
— and sign documents — even
after polls are announced.

.
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1 Advanl backs Dalal S

By Rajesh Ramachandran
TiMes News NETWORK

New Delhi: With deputy Prime
Minister [.K. Advani’s quick as-
surance of government support on
Friday to the Dalai Lama’s appeal
for a negotiated settlement of the
Ayodhya tangle, momentum seems
to be picking up for talks on the is-
sue before the general elections.
While the sangh parivar’s de-
tractors see this as an attempt to as-
sure the BJP’s core constituency of
the government’s commitment to
the temple issue, parivar leaders
say this is the “last honest attempt
peacefully to settle the issue”.
Vishwa Hindu Parishad leaders,
who were non-commital on Thurs-
day, have issued a statement ex-
pressing their willingness to accept
any effort that honours the “self-re-
spect and sentiments of Hindus”.
Also, the RSS is hopeful that with

THE TIMES OF D)/
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AN
Dalai Lama

L.K. Advani

the government’s intervention the
Muslim Personal Law Board and
other Muslim organisations could
be roped into the talks.

The shahi imam of the Jama
Masjid, Syed Ahmed Bukhari, has
responded positively to the appeal
that there could be a chance for a
solution if the government is inter-
ested and that it does not matter
even if this is done for elections.
The Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind had al-

appeal
e oD

ready welcomed the move.

Mr Advani’s statement earlier
in the day was a government com-
mitment to facilitate negotiations:
“On behalf of the government led
by A.B. Vajpayee and on behalf of
the BJP, I welcome the suggestion
of the Dalai Lama. This govern-
ment would not only encourage
but also actively participate in any
serious and reasonable effort to
settle the issue in an amicable
manner..our government will ex-
tend positive support to any effort
for a peaceful settlement of the Ay-
odhya issue.”

However, the Muslim Personal
Law Board is not keen on talks with
the sangh parivar. At the same
time, it does not want to be por-
trayed as unreasonable by the pari-
var. So, the board spokesman S.Q.R.
Ilyas said, “There is no proposal. If
the government has a proposal, we
will talk with the government.”

10 Jrn 2004




“Election date left to PM

(\,
A\ OURSPECIAL 0\\\\
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Jan. 8: The Nation-

“al Democratic Alliance today
authorised Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee to decide how
early the Lok Sabha polls are to
be called.

A meeting of the allies
chaired by Vajpayee this evening
at his residence expressed “total
confidence” in his “wisdom”.

“Mausam chunav ke anukool
hat (The time is favourable for
elections),” Vajpayee is believed
to have said.

Sources said the polis were
“most likely” to be held in May
since, at today’s meeting, some
members expressed reserva-
tions about April.

- “April is harvest time in
states like Punjab, Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh, so the turnout
could be lower than normal. The
Kumbh Mela is also taking place
in Madhya Pradesh in April and
it would be difficuit for pilgrims
to return to their homes just to
vote,” they said.

Even less probable seems
March, the sources added: Even
the BJP needs time to expand its
alliances in Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar, explore the possibility of
holding Assembly polls simulta-
neously in states other than
Andhra Pradesh and allow the
benefits of the measures an-

nounced today by finance minis-
ter Jaswant Singh to be felt.

The sources argued that May
would give the government a
chance to present an interim
budget with the opportunity to
offer more carrots as the Elec-
tion Commission’s code of con-
duct would come into effect only
from mid-March. Under the
rules, there has to be a gap of 46
days between notifying the dates
and holding the polls.

NDA convener and defence
minister George Fernandes said
after the meeting: “What he
(Vajpayee) said was for members
sitting there. He was not expect-
ed to indicate what was on his
mind.”

Soon after external affairs
minister Yashwant Sinha
briefed the partners on the Saarc

Mamata berth

After four mont-
hs of wait as mi-
nister without
portfolio, Mam-
ata  Banerjee
was allotted co-
=%} al and mines on
Thursday. She accepted the
offer. The move came as the
BJP prepares for elections in
a few months and gets down
to the business of finalising
alliances. (See Page 6)

THE TELEGRAPI!

summit and Jaswant Singh on
today’s concessions, Fernandes
told the meeting advancing elec-
tion dates was on the agenda.

Deputy Prime Minister L.K.
Advani proposed that instead of
discussing it, the NDA should
authorise the Prime Minister to
take a decision. “All other conse-
quential things come later;” he is
believed to have said.

The allies were told they
could convey their views to Vaj-
payee, if they so chose. Official
sources clarified that no time
frame was set.

BJP sources described the
meeting as part of the exercise to
evolve a consensus — or af least
appear to do so — by first taking
the allies into confidence. The
next step will be to secure a simi-
lar authorisation from the BJP
atthe Hyderabad national execu-
tive this weekend. That done, the
sources said, Vajpayee will con-
vene a cabinet meeting to decide
when Parliament should be con-
vened to pass a vote-on-ac-
count/interim budget prior to
dissolution.

Fernandes said election
strategies or alliances were not
discussed. But the presence of
two constituents — the Indian
National Lok Dal and the Pattali
Makkal Katchi- — generated
speculation as both were report-
edly “in two minds” about stay-
ing on with the BJP.

9 JAN 20U




“Political will needed

to boost S.

By Manoj Joshi

\\' TimEs NEws NETWORK 5 (1
Islamabad: Prime Minister Atal Blh ri Va;
payee took the hlgh road in his addres at the
inaugural session of the 12th summit of the
South Asian Association for Regional Coop-
eration (Saarc) here on Sunday. Speaking as
the leader of the economically and physical-
ly dominant country of the region, he came
across as a statesman, stressing the message
of a larger unity in the region when he de-
clared that while the region had talent, re-
sources and markets to make it an
economic powerhouse, “all it
needs is political will”.

He was applauded when he
pointed out that a hoarding at Is-
lamabad airport—'Together we
stand a better chance in the
world’—expressed the “profound
truth that South Asia is yet to
grasp fully”. There was applause
again when he declared that the
region had to “make a bold transi-
tion from mistrust to trust, from
discord to concord and from ten-
sion to peace”. He suggested that India, Pak-
istan and Bangladesh could cooperate in cel-
ebrating the 150th anniversary of the 1857
war of independence. The war, Vajpayee
said, reminded us “that many of us have a
shared history, which predates our more re-
cent divisions”.

But the constructive quality of the PM'’s
tone came out in the practical suggestions he
made to achieve the ideal of a united South
Asia: a poverty alleviation fund, to which In-
dia would make an initial contribution of
$100 million, to be used within the Saarc

A.B. Vajae

Asia: PM

area, but outside India; an Indlan contribu-
tion for a Saarc task force for a modern rail-
road-water-air transportation network; and
Indian help in cooperation in the use of in-
formation technology and biotechnology.

The issue of terrorism came up indirectly
when Mr Vajpayee praised Bhutan’s decision
to take action against insurgent groups. “It is
an outstanding example of sensitivity to the
security concerns of a neighbour, which is at
the same time in the direct long-term securi-
ty interest of Bhutan itself,” he said.

Prime Minister of Bhutan Jigmi Y. Thin-

Pitch for unity

Countries in the Saarc
region have to “make a
bold transition from
mistrust to trust, from
discord to concord and
from tension to peace”

ley detailed his country’s efforts to clear out
militants who had established camps in the
kingdom. Prime Minister Surya Bahadur
Thapa of Nepal spoke of efforts to deal with
Maoist rebels.

Pakistani Prime Minister Mir Zafarullah
Khan Jamali made a passing reference to the
subject when he spoke of the finalisation of
the additional protocol on terrorism. His ma-
jor point was that all efforts on the economic
unity front would fail “unless we are able to
address the political environment in our re-
gion in a just and realistic manner”.

[
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