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budget from next year

New Delhi: More than forty
farmers’ associations from
across the country, in a joint
declaration, have demanded
a separate agriculture budg-
et starting the financial year
2005-06.

They have asked the Cen-
tre to include agriculture in
the concurrent list, which is
now a state subject.

Hundreds of farm leaders,
influencing over 50 million
agriculturists, met in New
Delhi to chart out a roadmap
to liberate the farm sector
from the clutches of the gov-
ernment. The farmers’ con-
clave has participation from
the federations of farmers’ as-
sociations in AP, Karnataka,
Rajasthan, Gujarat, UP, Tamil
Nadu besides associations rep-
resenting amla, apple, banana,
grapes and guava growers.

They have also made a plea
to integrate all agriculture-re-
lated issues dealt with by com-
merce and industry, food pro-
cessing and water resources
under the umbrella of agri-
culture ministry They have
also asked the government to
disinvest in public sector (es-
pecially oil and telecom) and
reinvest in irrigation.

The farm leaders have
met finance minister P
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Chidambaram and
praised concerns
farm community.
“We have demanded a
separate agriculture budget
since 65 per cent of the pop-
ulation is dependent on
agriculture for their liveli-
hood. We can make the sec-
tor self-sufficient. It should
be given the same impor-
tance as railway or the
Union Budget,” said P
Chengal Reddy, who heads
the Indian Farmers & In-

ap-
from

dustry Alliance. “The state
governments have no mon-
ey to spend on agriculture.
It’s time for the Centre to in-
tervene and bring agricul-
ture under concurrent list.”

Farm leaders representing
associations from various
states said they had no politi-
cal affiliation and that their
aim was to make the partici-
pation of “real farmers” in
the decision-making process
of policy- related agricultur-

al issues. /
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~Kalam visit

PRESIDENT ADDRESSES

- Statesman News Service

JAMMU, Dec. 8. — It was an unfor-
gettable day for the soldiers of the
Indian Army posted at Kargil as
their supreme commander —
President Dr APJ Abdul Kalam —
visited them today. The President
also became the first head of the
state to visit the forward areas of
Kargil after the 1999 Kargil war.

Accompanied by Army Chief Gen-
eral NC Vij and GOC-in-C Northern
Command Lt Gen. Hari Prasad, Dr
Kalam addressed the troops. He also
recited a poem penned by him in
recognition of the service provided
by the troops. Addressing the jawans,
the President said: “You are our sym-
bol of strength. Your courage, brav-
ery and valour are the inspiration for
the youth of this nation. The victory
in Kargil will go down in the annals
of history as an important milestone
and I am here today to personally
congratulate you for your success in
the 1999 Kargil war.”

He assured: “The government will
arm you with modern equipment.
We are aware of your needs and we
will not only arm you with weaponry,
but other personal kits which you
require while guarding the borders
in sub-zero temperatures,” he said.

Dr Kalam also administrated a
five-point oath to the armed forces.
He recited the five points and asked
the troops to repeat in unison.
Those points included: “I am proud
to be the member of Indian Army
which has the highest tradition of
valour and bravery; 1 will always
strive for victory and take the nation
on the path of victory; I will be a
responsible citizen of my country
and at the time of need I will help
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my fellow countrymen; I will always
feel pride in celebrating the victory
of countrymen and the nation; and
my flag is my life”.

The GOC 14 Corps Lt Gen. ML
Naidu presented a memento to the
President. Dr Kalam also gave a
memento to the GOC 14 Corps,
GOC Mountain Division and Com-
mander Infantry Brigade and dis-
tributed cashewnuts to the troops.

The President also interacted with
the troops and had tea with them.

After his return from Kargil, Dr

President Kalam watks past a barbed wire fence in Kargi on Wednesday. — AF

Kalam inaugurated the Ibadat-e-
Shahadat Museum, set up by the
Army at Badamibagh Cantonment.

Later, interacting with school chil-
dren at 15 Corps HQ in Srinagar, Dr
Kalam hoped that India would get a
permanent seat at the United Nat-
ions Security Council. He said the
world cannot ignore one billion peo-
ple of India.

On the situation in the state, he
said there is an elected government
at place in the state and dialogue
with Pakistan was also continuing.



Plan panel
“listens to
farmers’ woes

Times NeEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Some unusual
1| visitors to the Yojna Bha-
- | van on Saturday gave an
- important insight into a
, few “real problems” that
s | plagued India’s economic
and social growth.

The families of farmers,
who committed suicide in
the drought-prone Ray-
alseema region of Andhra
Pradesh, met the commis-
sion members to tell their
story. “And it was different
one from what one usually
hears,” said plan panel mem-
ber, Sayeed Hamid.

In their drought-hit vil-
lages, farmers’
suicide is only one
side of the tragedy.
Falling water lev- | .°
els, failing crops [«
and high indebt-
edness is taking
its toll on village women.

On an average, 1516
women of a village are land-
ing up in brothels in Pune
and Mumbai, the farmer fam-
ilies told the panel. The trend
has been on for a decade now,
but successive droughts in
the last few years have made
the situation acute.

So distressed is this socie-
ty that entering prostitution
is no longer seen as a viola-
tion of societal norms. With
no source of livelihood
around, this is becoming an
accepted source of earning.

This meeting, organised
by the Rayalseema Drought
Movement, was “a flash of
reality for us”, said Hameed.

“Although farmers’ suicides
and trafficking of women are
issues to be handled by the
state governments, the Plan-
ning Commission can see
that our new and old policies
address these issues,” she
added. Besides Hameed,
plan panel members Abhijit
Sen and B N Yugandhar
were also present at the
meeting. The commission
was presented with four
case studies, one of a woman
forced into prostitution be-
cause of family debts.

Putting her case before
the panel, Parvati from Bat-
talpalli sought a source of
livehihood. Her husband

- Narayanswami
had committed
" suicide two years
ago after he
failed to pay back
Rs 80,000 he took
from the local
moneylender.

“Life has been difficult.
There are no returns from
our land. My husband took
a loan for a borewell. We
dug 300-400 metres into the
ground but there was no
water. He could do nothing
so be committed suicide.
The government is yet to
provide irrigation facili-
ties. We are totally depend-
ent on rain,” Parvati said.

The families demanded a
social security and econom-
ic package to prevent traf-
ficking of women, forma-
tion of self- help groups and
counselling centres, and
provision of micro-finance
packages in their villages.
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“Trade unlons obsel;ve protest day

{ N bveg »

By Our Special Co! spondem
NEW DELHI, AUG. 20. Workers ow-
ing allegiance to major trade
unions, along with some inde-
pendent employees’ federa-
tions, today observed a
nationwide protest day to press
their demands for higher inter-
est on EPF and rollback of pro-
posals to hike FDI in certain
sectors, besides other issues.
The Congress-backed INTUC
and the Sangh-affiliated BMS,
however, stayed away.
Demonstrations and dharnas
in all State capitals and industri-
al centres in support of the sev-
en-point demands, which

included pension for the unor-

gamsed sector, revival of sick
PSUs and scrapping the deci-
sion on de-reservation of 85
items from the SSI sector,
marked the protest day, the
CPl-affiliated AITUC secretaty,
D.L. Sachdev, said.

At Jantar Mantar here, hun-
dreds of workers shouted slo-
gans demanding an immediate
increase in the EPF interest rate
and rollback of the proposed
FDI hike in insurance, civil avia-
tion and insurance sectors.

‘No change in mindset’

The general Secretary of the
CPI(M)-backed CITU, W.R.
Wardarajan, said: “There has
been only a change in the Gov-

ernment and not the mindset.
We will build up pressure on the
Government to look into all la-
bour related issues.”

Senior RSP MP and UPA Gov-
ernment’s Coordination Com-
mittee member, Abani Roy, said
the Left unions had decided to
raise the issue both outside and
inside Parliament and take up
the issues at the Coordination
Committee level.

“All the seven Left-supported
trade unions, the CITU, AITUC,
UTUC, HMS, UTUC-LS, TUCC
and AICCTU participated in the
demonstrations to pressure the

. Government on the demands,”

the UTUC (LS) leader, Achintya
Sinha, said.
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Change your attit

Y\Q/\ By Gargi Parsai Q‘\

NEW DELHI, AUG. 26. The National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) to-
day rejected Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh’s offer ' to
“forget and forgive” any insult
felt by their leaders at a meeting
with him on Wednesday, and
boycotted the entire Parliamen-
tary proceedings in protest, in-
cluding the passage of the
Finance Bill, 2004-05.

After chairing a two-hour
meeting of the NDA attended by
MPs from both the Houses, the
former Primne Minister, Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee, urged the Gov-
ernment to give up iis
“confrontationist attitude” with
the Opposition parties and en-
gage them in a constructive dia-
logue before the next session of
Parliament to ensure that it was
more productive.

Deploring Mr. Singh’s beha-
viour with the Opposition dele-
gation that went to meet him
with amendments to the Fi-
nance Bill on Wednesday, he
said: “I have regards for Dr.
Manmohan Singh as a person,
but he does not seem to be
aware of the unwritten code of
political conduct that should
guide the interaction between
the Prime Minister and senior
leaders of the Opposition. Only
the other day, he exhorted the
political class about a ‘code of

polite with the

delegation...”

Not enough, says NDA

Although the Prime Minister
had yesterday called up L.K. Ad-
vani and Jaswant Singh in a
conciliatory gesture, the NDA
felt that “it was not enough.”
What seems to have precipitat-
ed the standoff is a note circu-
lated by the Defence Minister,
Pranab Mukherjee, today in
which he gave the Congress ver-
sion of vyesterday’s meeting
which is contrary to what the
NDA leaders have said. The
NDA is also.peeved at the Con-
gress spokesman and other
leaders justifying the incident.

It has now decided to take to
the streets and announced a
countrywide agitation from to-
morrow, ending in a rally to be
addressed by Mr. Vajpayee in
Bangalore on September 8.

Addressing the media here,
Mr. Vajpayee, who was flanked
by the NDA convener, George
Fernandes, and leaders of the
Opposition L.K. Advani and Jas-
want Singh, said though the
NDA had lost the elections,
from the outset it had declared
its cooperation with the Gov-
ernment. Despite differences, it
had played a constructive role
in national interest.

THE HINDU

ude: Vajpayee

conduct.” He has certair‘}? 0 %
set a good example by being im-\ have taken place that it seems
NDA

“But some such incidents

the Government does not want
our cooperation or wants it on
its own terms. We are the Oppo-
sition. We have our point of
view and want to play our role.
But if the Government does not
allow the Opposition to play its
part then there would be diffi-
culty and democracy would not
work well.” :

‘New low’

Mr. Advani said the Govern-
ment’s confrontationist attitude
marks a “new low” in Opposi-
tion-Government relationship.
“It is not acceptable.” Asked
about a reported comment
from the Left parties on NDA
blocking parliasientary pro-
ceedings as undemocratic, Mr.
Advani said: “We need not learn
about democracy from the Left
parties and the Congress. The
Marxists do not believe in de-
mocracy at all and the Congress
almost destroyed democracy by
imposing Emergency for 19
months. They have no right to
say this to us.” Pointing to the
“disinformation” in Mr. Muk-
herjee’s note, Mr. Jaswant Singh
said: “Then why did the Prime
Minister call me and Mr. Advani
— to ask about our health?”

PM for code: Page 13
Speaker, Shekhawat,
appeal: Page 14
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wo-

talks

tough

to Opposition

By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, AUG. 25. The Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh, to-
day “politely but firmly” refused
to accept a “representation”
from the Opposition leaders,
telling them it was “untenable”
that while they would not allow
a discussion on the Budget in
Parliament they wanted to have
their views taken note of.

The Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha, LK. Advani,
and leaders of the National
Democratic Alliance were non-
plussed as the Prime Minister
told them, in an uncharacteris-
tic stern tone, he would not ac-
cept any representation from
them. The Congress political
managers  were, however,
pleased with Mr. Singh’s firm-
ness. A senior leader of the party
said: “First they [the Opposition
leaders] have the gall to disrupt
Parliament; then they have the
nerve to present a memoran-
dum. They should not mistake
the Prime Minister’s polite and
humble demeanour for
weakness.”

Brief interaction

The Prime Minister told the
NDA delegation — consisting of
George Fernandes, Jaswant
Singh, Yashwant Sinha, Ven-
kaiah Naidu, V.K. Malhotra and
Sushma Swaraj — that there
were only two alternatives. Ei-
ther the Opposition should al-
low the House to debate the
Budget and then it could pro-
pose all its ideas and amend-
ments, or it should abide by the
agreement to have the Budget
passed without discussion. The
interaction was over in 15 min-
utes. The Finance Minister, P.
Chidambaram, the Defence
Minister, Pranab Mukherjee,
and the Parliamentary Affairs
Minister, Ghulam Nabi Azad,
were present.

The Opposition leaders were
taken aback by Dr. Singh’s firm-

- ness. Only yesterday, he had

given public expression to his
frustrations on the stalemate in
Parliament.

The NDA thought of the
“memorandum” stratagem in
the wake of widespread criti-
cism that the Opposition was
overdoing its confrontational
politics and in the process was
letting the Government get

away with the Budget propos-
als. Many business houses —
strong supporters of the erst-
while Vajpayee Government —
are believed to be unhappy with
the BJP’s unrelenting grounding
of Parliament.

The NDA convener, George
Fernandes, called a press con-
ference to express shock and
surprise at the “Prime Minis-
ter’s rudeness.” “In my 50 years
of political life, I have seen
many prime ministers and had
opposed some but have never
had such an experience. We did
not expect this kind of beha-
viour from Manmohan Singh.”

‘Polite but firm’

Mr. Chidambaram, however,
refuted Mr. Fernandes’ conten-
tion and told the media that Dr.
Singh was “polite but firm” in
pointing to Mr. Advani and oth-
ers the untenability of their
suggestion.

‘No offence meant’

The Prime Minister, also, lat-
er called up Mr. Advani and told
him that there was no intention
on his part to be rude or dis-
courteous but he could not ac-
cept their memorandum. Dr.
Singh again pointed out that
Parliament was the only place
for the Opposition to suggest
any changes in the Budget.

The view in the Congress is
that “enough is enough” and
the Opposition cannot be al-
lowed to paralyse the Govern-
ment. It was explained that Dr.
Singh’s show of firmness indi-
cated a commitment on his part
to get on with the business of
governance.

Fernandes’ charge: Page 11
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NEW DELHI, ‘Aug. 24.— An “end
to the tyranny of inspector raj” is
what the Prime Minister, Dr
Manmohan Singh, recommended
today among a slew of measures for
the country to sustain an economic
growth rate of at least 7-8 per cent.
“It is of utmost importance that we
create an enabling environment that
rewards creativity, risk-taking and the
spirit of enterprise and adventure,”
Dr Singh said reiterating his govern-
ment’s commitment to “ensurc the
economy grows at seven per cent to
eight per cent per year in a sustained
manner over a decade and more”.
Inaugurating the JRD Tata Cen-
tenary Celebrations organised by the
Associated Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (Assocham), the Prime
Minister said he had asked the Plan-
ning Commission to prepare a paper
on a regulatbry framework for various
sectors like:power, roads and ports.
“The paper will look at gaps in exist-
ing systems, comparing them with
international best practice, and will
recommend changes in the existing
policy, if necessary,” he announced.

nd tyranny of inspector raj: PM

Abnormal times’

NEW DELHI, Aug 24.— The Prime Minister
today blamed what he called the “abnormal
situetion” of daily turmoil in Parliament for his ¢
inability to interact with people and seek their
views and opinions. “We are living through
abnormal times. Never in the history of any
government have the first 100 days been
characterised by the daily turmoil witnessed in
Parliament,” Dr Singh said in his opening
remarks at the inauguration of the JRD Tata
Centenary Celebrations in an obvious reference
to the Opposition stalling of proceedings.

“ had to deal with a number of these abnormal
situations. This naturally cut me off from people
from all walks of life whose views and opinions |
greatly cherish,” Dr Singh said. The Prime
Minister said he was keen to make a success of
the experiment of building a process that
involved more and more people in decision-
making to give them a sense of belonging.

— SNS

Dr Manmohan Singh releases the
Assocham’s commemorative issue
in New Dethi on Tuesday. — PTI

The framework will be transpar-
ent, independent of government to
provide an impartial balance bet-
ween public and private sector sup-
pliers, and is based on international
best practice, he added.

Lamenting that there was a “gross

neglect of the basic infrastructure of
modern industrial development”, Dr
Singh announced the setting up of a
committee on infrastructure. The
Planning Commission will function
as the executive arm of this commits
tee, which will be chaired by him.



“Manmohan promises end to
< tyranny of ‘inspector raj’

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 24. Announcing
a slew of measures ranging from
revamping the  regulatory
framework to a committee for
monitoring infrastructure pro-
jects besides reviving his Coun-
cil of Trade and Industry, the
Prime Minister, Manmohan
Singh, today promised to end
the tyranny of the ‘inspector raj’
and re-energise the economy
for achieving a sustained 7-8
per cent growth.

By striving to create an en-
abling environment that re-
warded creativity, risk-taking
and the spirit of enterprise and
adventure, the Government
would work towards transform-
ing India into the home of mul-
tinational corporations of the
future and a “superpower of the
Knowledge Economy” through
its programme of modernisa-
tion and industrialisation. -

He was inaugurating the As-
socham-organised J.R.D. Tata
Centenary Celebrations here.

India could not stay away
from the irreversible trend of
globalisation, he said. The
country should first become do-
mestically competitive and the
private sector would need to in-
vest in research and develop-
ment, managerial skills and
global economies of scale.

Public finances

Reiterating the Government’s
commitment to fiscal discipline
and improving the public fi-
nances, Dr. Singh said that

though he had written to his
colleagues in this regard, both
the Centre and the States would
have to focus on improving the
management of public finances
and public enterprises to meet
the objective of increased pub-
lic investment in social and eco-
nomic infrastructure.

Terming the decline in cap-
ital formation in recent years
distressing, he said the Govern-
ment was determined to revers-
ing the trend by creating the
policy and political environ-
ment required to boost invest-
ment. “[The] Government will

closely monitor the progress in
all key infrastructure projects,
including airports, power, tele-
com, roads and ports, on a
quarterly basis to ensure that
targets are met. To this end, 1
am setting up a committee on
infrastructure that I will chair
myself,” he said.

Role for Plan panel

The Planning Commission
would function as the executive
arm of this committee, identify-
ing bottlenecks in the imple-
mentation of policy, guiding the
Ministries to speed up the im-

‘We are living in
By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 24. The Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh,
today lamented that the con-
tinuing deadlock in Parlia-
ment was preventing him from
having frequent interactions
with people from various
walks of life, including trade
and industry.

“I would have liked to inter-
act more often with the cap-
tains of trade and industry. But
we are living in abnormal
times,” Dr. Singh said during
the inaugural of the JRD Cen-
tenary Celebrations here.
“Never in the history of any
government, the first 100 days
have been characterised by the
daily turmoil that we witness
in Parliament,” he said, add-

abnormal times’

ing: “I had to deal with many of
these abnormal situations.”

“This naturally cut me off
from meeting people of vari-
ous walks of life whose views
and opinions I greatly cher-
ish,” Dr. Singh said.

Expressing his desire to
make a success of the experi-
ment of building a process that
was inclusive and involved
more people in decision-mak-
ing, the Prime Minister said
that he would like to make up
for the lost time.

“It is only befitting that I do
so at an occasion that allows
me to pay tribute to JRD who
was truly one of the titans of
modern India.” “This is my
first opportunity to meet rep-
resentatives of business since
the elections,” he said.

Steps to re-energise economy announced

plementation of projects and
generating ideas for its
consideration.

Promising to end the “tyran-
ny of over-inspection,” Dr.
Singh said the Government
would ensure a regulatory
framework that was transpar-
ent, autonomous and world-
class, and which provided an
impartial balance between pub-
lic and private sector suppliers.
The Commission had been
asked to prepare a paper on the
regulatory structures for differ-
ent areas such as power, roads
and ports.

The country would need to
push up the growth of agricul-
ture by four per cent and that of
industry by 10-12 per cent to
achieve a seven-eight per cent
overall growth even as it
checked fiscal deficit and im-
proved the public finances,

Tax compliance

To accelerate private invest-
ment, the two most important
requirements were infrastruc-
ture and incentives, Dr. Singh
said. The incentive structure
was more or less in place due to
the tax reforms. The simplifica-
tion of the procedures for tax
compliance and related issues
would be tackled in the next
Union budget, he said adding
that measures such as Value-
Added Tax had addressed the
fiscal policy agenda industry
had been signalling for some
time.

‘Time to move
ahead’: Page 11



Al steps to get hostages
v released: Manmohan

“\@ No question of paying ransom: Ahamed

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 19. The Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh, to-
day assured the Rajya Sabha
that the Government was mak-
ing every effort to secure as
early as possible the release of
the three Indian nationals being
held hostage in Iraq over the
past one month.

In his brief intervention dut-
ing question hour, he said: “We
cannot say that the hostages
will be released tomorrow. The
Government is as serious as
anybody else.
there is a considerable unces-
tainty. If members have any
suggestion, we are willing to
consider them also.”

The Minister of State for Ex-
ternal Affairs, E. Ahamed, told
the House that it was not the
Government’s policy to talk to
terrorists or kidnappers directly.
“There is no question of any
ransom but [the] honour of In-
dia will always be protected and

I understand

kept dp The Government will
not involve itself directly in any
diatlogue with the terrorists or

"hostage-takers,” the Minister

said.

Considering the importance
of the issue, the Chairman of
the Rajya Sabha, Bhairon Singh
Shekhawat, clubbed four ques-
tions and took them first on a
priority basis.

‘Careful approach’

Mr. Ahamed, who heads the
Crisis Management Group on
the issue, said: “We are carefully
dealing with the situation. The
three hostages were employees
of a Kuwaiti company and it is
doing everything and trying to
get all the seven hostages freed.
The company is being encour-
aged to have a dialogue. Our
policy is not to have any com-
promise with terrorist groups
but safety and [the] well-being
of our citizens will be taken care
of.” In his written reply to a
question by Tarig Anwar (NCP),

Mr. Ahamed said the Govern-
ment did not have any informa-
tion that thousands of Indians
in Iraq were suffering from hu-
man rights abuses.

To a question by T.S. Subba-
rami Reddy and Prem Cariappa,
Mr. Ahamed said that it was es-
timated that about 5,000 Indi-
ans were now in Iraq and at
least 13 Indians had lost their
lives there in the last one year.
The Government had not urged
Indians working there to return.
However, in view of the security
situation, the Government had
issued an advisory that Indians
should defer their visit to that
country for now.

Several members, including
Vijay Raghavan (CPI-M), Arun
Jaitley (BjP), Shankar Roy
Choudhary (Independent), Dat-
ta Meghe (NCP), Sanjay Niru-
pam (Shiv Sena), and Jaya
Bachchan (SP) expressed con-
cern over the prolonged hostage
crisis and wanted it to be resotv-
ed at the earliest.
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PM anguish on
tainted Cabinet

‘THERE SHOULD BE A DEBATE ON
CRIMINALISATION OF POLITICS’

Vir Sanghvi 4
Bangkok, July 31 \(\‘r\/ \ \\%
AY
IN THE clearest statement on the
subject so far, Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh gave some indication
of the anguish and ambivalence he
felt on the issue of tainted ministers.

Addressing a pre-
ss conference in -
Bangkok, the Prime
Minister said had he
not agreed to include
ministers who have
been charge-sheeted,
then the ruling coali-
tion could not have
taken office because
the RJD-JMM com-
ponent is an impor-
tant constituent of
the coalition. :

“If that had hap- -
pened,” Dr Manmo-
han Singh said, “the
BJP would have had
to form the govern-
ment and that was
not the mandate.”

Despite his clear :
ambivalence about
having to include
charge-sheeted min-
isters, Dr Singh bris-
tled at the sugges-
tion that charge-
sheeted ministers in
the NDA g0-
vernment were less -
morally culpable :
than those in his
ministry.

“I don’t accept this
distinction of a ‘po- -
litical crime’,” he :
said, arguing that a
man charged with inciting a mob to
demolish a mosque was as morally
culpable as a man accused of any oth-
er crime, particularly if his actions
had resulted in “the deaths of hun-
dreds of people”.

Despite seeming to equate Shibu

T-
"HE HINlietan TMES

—

Soren with L.K. Advani, the Prime
Minister said he was deeply con-
cerned about the criminalisation of
Indian politics and wanted a nation-
al debate on the subject.

“If I had been allowed to speak in
Parliament,” he said, “I would have
asked all political parties to sit to-
gether and work out
a consensus on who
is a criminal and
who is not.”

This was not pos-
sible, he suggested,
because the BJP did
not want to resolve
the issue but only
wanted “to play par-
tisan politics” on a
subject of vital na-
tional interest.

Dr Singh said he
had received a set of
recommendation on
the subject from the
Chief Election Com-
missioner and had
forwarded these to
the law and home
ministries.

On the Indian
hostages in Iraq, he
said the government
was in touch with in-
termediaries but re-
quested the media to
play down the
prospect of evacuat-
ing the 5,000 Indian
nationals still in
Iraq, arguing that it
would lead to need-
less panic.

The press confer-
ence was meant to
mark the end of the
BIMST-EC Summit which, Dr Singh
said, had gone well. BIMST-EC has
now moved away from purely
economic issues and will set up a
Joint working Group on Counter-
Terrorism.

Continued on Page 4



-~ Priority for solvir farmers’

©
v y Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 28. The Prime Minister, Manmo-
han Singh, today said the Government would
soon bring a bill to address the needs of the aqua-
culture sector and also give priority to revitalising
cooperative credit system.,

Addressing representatives of farm organisa-
tions, animal husbandry, horticulture and aqua-
culture, who called on him today, Dr. Singh said
the Common Minimum Programme of the Unit-
ed Progressive Alliance was a five-year pro-
gramme, but urgency would be given to dealing
with the problems of farmers.

“Concrete steps were being taken to address
the problem of agriculture credit, farm prices and
technological and marketing support for farm-
ers,” he said.

Assuring the members of the delegation that
he would seek their help from time to time, he
said, “I attach great importance to interaction
with farmers and people in our villages. There is
no monopoly of wisdom in government. We will
seek inputs on policy from the grassroots and
there is need for a constant flow of information
between the government and the farmers.”

Sources said the farmers’ representatives
urged the Prime Minister 1o make agriculture the
first strategy in resource allocation. They sought
an increase in public investment with focus on
farmers and rural poor, covering irrigation, elec-
trification, construction of godowns, marketing,
research and extension services.

They pleaded for an increase in investments in
agriculture, credit flow in rural areas, revitalisa-
tion of the credit system and developing mecha-
nisms for small and marginal farmers to get

—

"~ problems: Manmohan

easier access to credit.

Several organisations sought restructuring and
rescheduling of debts along with interest payable,
as also a one-time settlement of dues for vul-
nerable sections and farming communities.
Some of them wanted food laws to be simplified
and codified and the Agriculture Produce Mar-
keting Committee Act amended and a more gen-
uine partnership with the private sector.

There was a demand for the introduction of a
farmers’ life security and accident insurance pol-
icy and a farmers welfare commission in each
State. Some sought a new Agriculture Policy,
which would be more in with times, while some
others said rather than free power supply farmers
needed quality and timely supply of inputs. The
All-India Kisan Sabha sought land for landless
families through land reforms and for a rapid in-
crease in rural employment.

The farmers’ organisations and representatives
included K. Varadha Rajan and Atul Kumar Anjan
of the All-India Kisan Sabha, Chengal Reddy,
Chairman of the Federation of Farmers’ Associ-
ation of Andhra Pradesh, Sopan Kanchan from
Pune, Balasaheb Vikhe Patil, MP, Vitalbhai Patel
of the Mehsana Cooperative Milk Producers
Union, $.C. Raghavendra of the Kisan and Khet
Mazdoor Department, AICC, Bhupendra Singh
Mann, and K.P. Murgesh, Tamil Nadu Congress
Committee, Krishan Bir Choudhary of the Bharat
Krishak Samaj, Bir Singh Mehto, MP, Abni Roy,
MP Devendra Sharma and Sanat Kumar from
Yeskay Corporation, Tomi George from Kerala,
Chaudhary Ved Pal from Karnal and Narendra
Bahadur Singh and Fahimujma Khan from Uttar
Pradesh. o



STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, June 5. — An-
other reformist bastion risks
falling after Left and Con-
gress-affiliated trade unions
today claimed that the finance
ministry is agreeable to an in-
crease in the interest rates
paid on Employees’ Provident
Fund (EPF). This, union lead-
ers said, is to be part of a “new
direction” to be given to the
Budget this year.

Finance ministers over the
last decade or so have been
looking at rationalising EPF
rates since the burden of pay-
out has increased with rates
fixed at high levels but gener-
al interest rates falling. EPF
rates should be aligned with
general rates for sustainabili-

ty of the PF system.
The Citu, Intuc and Aituc
leaders, however, claimed

that a reversal is in the offing
because the finance minister,
who met union leaders as part
of his pre-budget exercise, “as-
sured” them that he will “look
into the matter”.

While the Citu has deman-
ded 12 per cent rate of inter-
est on EPF, the Aituc main-
tained that it should be at
least 9.5 per cent.

Union leaders also deman-
ded a reduction in retail oil
prices — this despite global oil

On and off
the rails

GORAKHPUR, June 5. —
Railway minister Mr Lalu
Prasad said today that he
would resign if any atte-

the Railway. “The day the
issue of privatisation (of
railways) comes up, I will
step down from the minis-
try,” the RJD chief told re-

way minister was on an
inspection tour of select
railway stations in Uttar
Pradeih today.

mpt was made to privatise

porters here. The new rail- |

prices rising over the last four
months and the government
considering ways to moderate

Us push for
EPF rate hike

PWMJ

2000 S 12%
July 2000 1%
Mar 2001 9.5%
Apr 2003 9%
{plus 0.5% bonus

to mark EPFD jubilee)

From Apr 2004 9%

a price rise — income taxes on
rich farmers, extending the
scope of service taxation and
raising the exemption limit on
income tax.

Mr Gurudas Dasgupta, the
Aituc general secretary, said
the finance minister has given
an undertaking to the delega-
tion that their demands will
be seriously considered. Mr
Dasgupta said the delegation
had stressed to the finance
minister that “it was time to
tax rich landholders”.

The Citu general secretary,
Mr Chittabrata Majumdar,
wanted the government to
take new measures to expedite
land reforms and bring rich
farmers under the tax net.

Intuc leaders said they drew
the attention of the finance
minister towards “affluent
people who were habitual tax
evaders”. They said “techno-
crats, professionals, traders
and businessmen” must be
brought under the tax net.

Another report on page 1
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_Farmers must also feel

L

o

NEW DELHI, Feb. 19. —
Mr LK Advani said today
that despite the “feel good
wave”, the farming com-
munity was not feeling so
and assured the communi-
ty that its problems would
be addressed soon. Vari-
ous sections of society are
talking about the “feel
good” factor, he said, but
it would be really so if
farmers too feel the same.

“Our government be-
lieves there is a good feel-
ing in the country,” the
Deputy Prime Minister told
a group of farmers from

THE STATESMAN

W i
Mr LK Advani after meeting the
farmers’ delegation. — PTI

Haryana who called on him
to offer their thanks for the
Cabinet decision to waive

good, says Advani.

Sonia tirade

VARANASI, Feb. 19. —
Keeping up the tirade against
the NDA, Mrs Sonia Gandhi
today blamed the BJP-led
coalition for all the “ills in the
country”. On the third leg of
her road campaign this mon-
th, she addressed a series of
raliies in eastern UP. “Cong-
ress ko jitayen aur desh ko
bachchaye,” was the refrain of
her speeches. — PTI

capital gains tax and TDS
for agriculturists on their
acquired land. “But we feel,
the feel-good will really be
so when the farming com-

munity says so.” /



CM steps in
to break Citu

power

HT Correspondent ‘
Kolkata, February 17 0}

CITU HAS decided to call off its
indefinite work-to-rule strike at
the West Bengal State Electricity
Board offices after chief minis-
ter Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
promised to look into its griev-
ances relating to the functioning
of power and finance depart-
ments.

The strike was scheduled to
begin on Wednesday

The chief minister gave his
assurance during a meeting
with Citu president Shyamal
Chakraborty on Tuesday.

On Monday, Citu had accused
the state finance and power
departments of deliberately
plunging the rural areas into
darkness in order to sell power
to other states. The officials of
the two departments, Citu al-
leged, were also delaying the im-
plementation of various power
projects besides depriving the
employees of their dues to sabo-
tage the Left Front’s electoral
prospects.

The Citu affiliated SEB Work-
ers’ Union had also accused the
power and finance ministers,
both of whom are senior CPI(M)
leaders, of not being able to con-
trol the officers who had been
misleading them.

Shyamal Chakraborty said on
Tuesday that his organisation
would postpone the proposed ag-
itation since the chief minister
had given his word that he would
look into the matter:

State transport minister Sub-
has Chakraborty, himself a Citu
leader, had also supported the or-
ganisation’s charges.

Shyamal Chakraborty raised
the charges and he must be
aware of its implications, said
Subhas. He added that all other

st1;1ke
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Darjeeling Cong
leader suspended

THE DARJEELING Dis-
trict Congress Hills secre-
tary has lost his job for ob-
jecting to possible nomina-
tion of Priyanka Gandhior
Buta Singh for contesting
the Darjeeling Lok Sabha
seat.

District Congress Presi-
dent Dawa Norbula said
the Lawrence Pt Lama was
suspended for six months
for “anti-party activities”.

Lama had made a press
statement that he would op-
pose the nomination by the
party of either Priyanka or
Buta Singh from Darjeel-
ing constituency in the en-
suing Lok Sabha polls, said
Norbula.

Accepting the decision of
his suspension, Lama said
that he had no intention of
questioning the authority
of the party high command
over nominations. “Priori-
ty should be given to local
candidates. That is all what
I said,” Lama said adding
that he was ready to apolo-
gise for his statement.

HTC, Siliguri

government departments had a
sweet and sour relationship with
the finance department since it
was the department which agr
eed or refused to grant funds, he
said.

The chief minister and the fi-
nance minister Ashim Dasgupta
said that they would talk to
Shyamal Chakraborty to sort out
the problems.
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/ Work-to-rule protest
against bureaucrats

Citu threat
to power

"/supply

ASTAFFREPORTER

Calcutta, Feb. 16: Power supply
across the state is likely to be hit
as the Citu today announced an
agitation in which about 30,000
employees of the State Electrici-
ty Board will resort to a work-to-
rule from Wednesday.

Shyamal Chakraborty, the
president of the CPM’s labour
arm, said more than 33,000 board
employees have been asked to
join the agitation to press for im-
plementation of an “11-point
charter of demands”,

“I am afraid the power situa-
tion would take a few knocks
because of the action we have
lined up,” said Chakraborty. The
man, who moved up to the helm
of the union last year, is known
to be close to the government for
being a moderate and his ability
to work within limits drawn
up by the CPM brass and Writ-
ers’ Buildings.

“I have been active in the po-
wer sector for over 24 years as a
trade unionist, but was never be-
fore compelled to take a stand li-
ke this. There is no other way we
can highlight grievances,” Chak-
raborty told a news conference.

A CPM central committee
member, Chakraborty said the
union gave the work-to-rule call
to draw the Buddhadeb Bhattac-
harjee government’s attention to
“sabotage” by officers in the
electricity board and the power
and finance departments.

Though the Citu cited the “sa-
botage” and several other just-
ifications for the agitation, the
government’s failure to pay heed
fo its demand to appointment
1,500 technical assistants in sub-
stations in place of contractors

is believed to be the real provoca-
tion, The union, it is believed,
wants to pressure the governme-
nt into an agreement in the run-
up to the Lok Sabha elections.

Power minister Mrinal Bane-
rjee said he could only comment
after speaking to the union lead-
ers. “I tried o reach Shyamal
Chakraborty over phone but
could not. Tomorrow, I will find
out what the Citu leadership has
decided,” he said.

Electricity board officials
said though the generating sta-
tions at Bakreswar, Kolaghat,
Bandel and Santaldih are under
the jurisdiction of the Power
Development Corporation, the
board distributes the power.

The officials expressed fear
that as the unions in the generat-
ing stations also belong to the
Citu, employees there may re-
sort to an unofficial work-to-rule
affecting generation.

Chakraborty alleged that the
board was selling power to other
states while villages in Bengal
were without electricity during
the evening peak hours. “This is
nothing but sabotage by a sec-
tion of officers before the elec-
tions. I will furnish a list of
names to the chief minister,”
said the Citu leader.

Chakraborty alleged that
“bureaucrats” in the power and
finance departments have decla-
red “war” against the governme-
nt. “These officials are keeping
the power and finance ministers
in the dark about decisions and
selling electricity to other states
creating an artificial crisis.”

But Chakraborty’s method of
protest may plunge large parts of
the city into darkness as the
board feeds CESC areas as well.




e
- CIH meet

Q\

PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Feb. 1: India and the
Gulf Cooperation Council will
hold their first ever industries
ministers’ meeting in Mumbai
this month in a move that is like-
ly to deepen economic coopera-
tion and strengthen political ties
between the two sides.
Industries ministers from
the six member countries of the
council — Saudi Arabia, United
Arab Emirates, Kuwait, Bahra-
in, Qatar and Oman — will parti-
cipate in the India-GCC Industri-
al Conference in India’s financi-
al capital on February 17 and 18.
Council secretary-general Abdu-
rrahaman bin Hamad al-Attiyah
will also attend the conference.
The first industrial conferen-
ce between the two, being orga-
nised by the Confederation of In-
dian Industry, gathers significa-
nce because of its potential to de-
epen economic and trade ties be-
tween the two sides and improve
the political climate between In-
dia and nations of the Gulf.
There is a possibility that al-
Attiyah will also come to Delhi
after the Mumbai conference
ends, to hold talks with Indian
leaders, though the dates are still
to be worked out. The conference
will also give India the opportu-
nity to balance its growing ties
with Israel and assure the Arab
world that Delhi is not abandon-
ing its traditional friends be-
cause of its ties with Tel Aviv.
The Gulf is of immense stra-

to boost . |
7 Gulf ties-

tegic importance to India. More
than three million Indians work
there and send back nearly $6 bil-
lion every year as remittance.
The two-way trade between
India and countries of the coun-
cil is over $12 billion and the re-
gion is also the main source of
India’s energy supplies.

After the September 11 terror
strikes in the US, there is a grow-
ing perception that Gulf coun-
tries —— who have mainly invest-
ed in the West — are looking
for new investment destinations
as the image of the Arabs in
Europe and the US had turned
negative.

Members of the council have
been looking at Africa and the

- East Asia as new investment

destinations. India wants to take
the opportunity provided by
the February conference to proj-
ect itself as an attractive invest-
ment destination and also high-
light areas where it can enter
into joint ventures with Guilf
countries.

India has traditionally had
cordial relations with members
of the council, which are impor-
tant countries in the ArabandIs-
lamic world. But high-level visits
to and between Delhi and Gulf
capitals have been very few,

An attempt is now being
made to strengthen political ties
— though there is a strong eco-
nomic content in the relation-
ship — by putting in place a st-
ructure that will allow an annual
summit between the two sides.
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“The problem is... we've

an i

, 3\
HYDERABAD, Jan. 30. — Mr Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee said today that
militant trade unions have caused an
image problem for West Bengal and
admitted to earlier mistakes for the sit-
uation. “The (West Bengal Left Front)
government is- against irresponsible
trade unionism and workers must be-

have... there is militancy in trade un-

ions,” the chief minister said and
admitted: “We’re attracting foreign in-
vestments but the problem is we are
having an image problem.”

Mr Bhattacharjee was addressing a
CII road show — Resurgent Bengal -
to attract investment for his state here.’
The first road show was held in June
2003 in Mumbai. “Earlier we commit-
ted mistakes. In the 1960’s we encour-
aged irresponsible trade unions. There
used to be gheraos. Today, gherao is
there in the Oxford English Dictionary
because of us. We're telling workers
that things have changed around the
world... we’re against irresponsible
trade unions,” he said.

The chief minister also said that the
problem (of irresponsible trade unions)
was the most persistent in seven or eight
jute mills. “We’re trying to persuade
workers that we have to understand the
present set up. Productivity is not just
the owner’s responsibility. We have to
share in that and without that we cannot
advance. We are.telling workers that
there is stiff competition in the world.
Workers must behave,” he said.

The following 20-minute interactive
session stretched to 45 minutes as the
CPI-M chief minister took questions
sharp-focussed on strikes and trade un-
ions. “We did commit mistakes in the,
past. We've to persuade workers, A mg-,
jority of them are good and behave re-
sponsibly,” he said.

Ms Poornima Kamble of the CII

mage problem), .

Mr Bhattacharjee Plainspeaking

asked him to explain the concrete steps
his government had taken on bandhs
and militant trade unionism. Mr Bhatta-
charjee said Bengal had drafted the in-
dustrial policy in 1994, I'TeS policy, Bio-
tech policy in 2001. “All these docu-
ments have ‘dos and don’ts’. In ITeS
there’s work day and night. There was a
controversy if women would be allowed
to work late. They’re working 24 hours
for 365 days. This is because the policy is
clear on rights and duties of workers”.
He referred to strikes and said: “Th-
ere must be restrictions. But we will not
allow irresponsible movements that
would harm industry”. For the Special
Economic Zones, including Gems and
Jewellery Park, the government has
clarified management-worker positions
and what’s acceptable and what’s not, he
said. To an observation that industry was
insecure about Bengal due to state-
ments from. Communist leaders from
outside the state, he said: “It’s a political
issue and I will handle it in my own
way”. He also claimed that it was a myth
that he has a fight with his party and
claimed full support of the CPI-M.
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'N response to the publication in
Ithese columns of a report “One

year on, the CPM hand is now
exposed” by Ravindra Kumar (The
Statesman, 3-4 January), we have
received on 16 January a communi-
cation from Mr. Chittabrata
Majumdar, General Secretary of the
Centre of Indian Trade Unions,
Kolkata.

We are publishing it in full and
without editing it for style, gram-
mar, syntax or punctuation as we
ordinarily would because we do not
want to be charged with distorting
the content or diluting the robust
flavour of the missive.

We wish, though, to comment on
certain aspects of the communica-
tion. First, readers will note that for
the leader of an organisation that
has no affiliation with the trade
union of The Statesman, Mr.
Majumdar is remarkably well
acquainted with the identities of
those of our executive staff he choos-
es to name.

Second, while even the Labour
Commissioner, whose activities
had been highlighted in the report
in question, had accepted that the
services of those involved in the
murderous assaults on officers of
The Statesman last year had been
terminated, although he charac-
terised the termination as “illegal”,
Mr. Majumdar goes a step further.
He says the employees are under
“suspension”. Thus, within the
course of a single Marxist fortnight,
the status of these persons has
moved along from having been “ter-
minated” to having been “illegally
terminated” and now to being
under suspension. To be fair to him
though, Mr. Majumdar is unable to
sustain this version for in the
penultimate paragraph he admits
the employees were dismissed.
Thank heavens for small mercies!

Third, readers will note how an
attack on officers of The Statesman

Chittabrata shows his hand!

becomes in the hands of Mr.
Majumdar first a scuffle and then
an attack by officers of The
Statesman..

Fourth, Mr. Majumdar claims
there was no outside presence in the
events at The Statesman even as he
admits (a) that posters had been put
up announcing his presence as well
as that of other central trade union
leaders at a meeting outside
Statesman House and that (b) “Citu
is committed to stand for legitimate
demand and struggle of the working
people.” He fails to mention though
that the Statesman Employees’
Union, under whose aegis he and
other trade union leaders claimed to
act, wrote to him to say pointedly
that it opposed his public meeting on
the ground that this effort was one by
“outsiders with some mala fide
intention to create disharmony”.

Fifth, readers will note Mr.
Majumdar’s spirited defence of the
Police Commissioner and the
Labour Commissioner.

The Police Commissioner, it seems,
earns Mr. Majumdar’s admiration
in spite of having arrested eight
employees who were the “victims” for
having suffered “an unprovoked
physical assault and attack” by exec-
utives of The Statesman and in spite
of the officer not having acted on a
purported complaint by these “vic-
tims” to the police alleging that it
was they who were attacked.

The Labour Commissioner gets a
pat on the back for “simply seeking”
o discussion to resolve “industrial
unrest”. Readers will recall that the
officer, who claimed to act under
instructions of the Labour Minister,
was supposed to ring on 6 January
to seek an appointment. He did not
do so, as we had suspected would
happen.

Finally, Mr. Majumdar comments
on two matters that are before
appropriate courts, and about
which we must withhold comment.

He also accuses us of mastermind-
ing deceit of people and -having
exerted unethical influence on the
Industrial Tribunal, which prima
facie, constitutes contempt of a
Judicial authority.

This, perhaps, would be the appro-
priate juncture to rest our case. But
that would not be fair to Mr.
Majumdar who, after all, has taken
the trouble to write. His letter fol-
lows, and once you have read it, you
will understand why we need say
nothing else. — Ed. 8.

Dear Sir,

The story under the heading “One
year on, the CPM hand is now
exposed” by Sri Ravindra Kumar,
Editor and Managing Director,
Statesman Ltd in the front page of
3rd January 2004 Statesman has
provoked to contest the very sub-
stance of the same.

It is noteworthy that you have
picked up the anniversary of un-
yearning occurrence in your
Company and tailored the story not
only to belch your despise against
the working class but also to malign
the Communist Party of India
(Marxist), the administration and
the Left Front Government. Your
attempt also reveals your despera-
tion to hush up your series of unlaw-
ful practices and misdeeds as an
employer; you have been sought for
a long time. We know that you are
horridly scared and averse to see it
public that Statesman Ltd has been
a willful defaulter to discharge the
statutory liabilities towards the
Provident Fund and ESI including
the deduction from the employees
towards the same. Your arrogant
denial to implement in the Company
the recommendation of the
Manisana Singh Wage Board for
years together with the adamant
stand for mindless retrenchment of
a sizeable portion of workmen are
the expression of your primitive

master like attitude in modern era.

The culpable act of tearing and
trampling of posters by convent offi-
cials including Sri Ravindra Kumar
the Managing Director himself on
03.01.03 (the same day the story
have dealt with) were the enough
manifestation of disrespect and
intolerance to the legitimate democ-
ratic movements of the workers on
your part. Obviously Sri Ravindra
Kumar did not dare to put a little
mention of the complaint lodged by
Statesman Employee Union on the
very day i.e. 01.03.2003 with
Bowbazar Police Station against Sri
Anand Sinha GM. (M&A), Sri
Isahan Joshi, Sri Kausik Kundu and
Sri Parth Banerjee, all the prime
witness as per your claim accusing
for the above stated misdeed and
unprovoked physical attack and
assault on the office bearers of the
Unions on the said date. On the con-
trary you have seek to use you paper
for malicious propaganda to corner
public sympathy in favour of man-
agement of the Statesman Ltd por-
traying aslant picture. Sri Kumar
also desperately tried to draw some
sort of far-fetched nexus between
the complaint of sexual harassment
against his college and aide with the
ongoing industrial unrest in the
Statesman, may be to defend his
case further.

The Editor is annoyed that union
has put up posters for a meeting to
be addressed by me as General
Secretary, CITU, West Bengal
Committee, along with the leaders
of other central trade unions. And
thus he tirelessly tried to prove the
“hand of outsiders” in the scuffle
between a handful management
personnel and the members of the
unions, who eventually are all
employees of the company and not
the outsiders. I may be permitted to
reiterate here that Centre of Indian
Trade Unions is committed to stand
for legitimate demand and struggle

of the working people all the time.

We once again diagnose your
political allergy against the
Communists, which have been
erupted from the story when Sri
Kumar has deliriously attacked
the Labour Commissioner, West
Bengal Government for simply
seeking for discussion on the seri-
ous issues like retrenchment and
suspension of sixteen employees
and other issues, which in consid-
eration of all except you leads to
industrial unrest, purely on the
basis of the appeal made by the
unions to the State Government for
intervention. The hysteria further
heightened and manifested when
Sri Kumar has lambasted the
Police Commissioner, Kolkata for
not gratifying the Statesman man-
agement framing the concoted
charges against the victims of the
management.

The line to line of the story, clearly
once more speak of the vindictive
attitude of the Statesman manage-
ment and the mindset of the paper
as a whole.

The signal is clear, as every body
understood, that you are totally
opposed to any sort of reconciliation
process relating to the industrial
relation issues, for which the Labour
Department of the  State
Government has attempted to initi-
ate dialogue. In response you have
shown the obstinacy. But ridiculous
enough that simultaneously you
have signed on the minutes of the
meeting with your employees on 2/3
July 2002 pledging to work in a spir-
it of co-operation.

You become frustrated when the
police administration refused to step
into your shoes by booking your vic-
tims under murder charge as per
your sweet will and highhanded
directives. It is interesting to note
that the Managing Director and
Editor is not contended despite of
the fact the Police administration

has arrested eight ¢
have been kept unde
custody for a period
each, purely on the b
plaint lodged by
Kumar. And the Po.
so, despite of the ¢
similar charges agai
nel of the Company 1
by the Unions on th
mentioned already.
enough, the managen
happy with nothing
secton 307 of IPC
attempt to murder),
be the merit of th
demand?

Any way, the event
stances perhaps has
last to make Sri Ki
with the managen
paper understand {
Front Government ¢
people has been comt
tion in an impartial
not in bias manner t
rich and the lords, A1
you have decided t«
again your camp:
CITU, the Left Fron
and the Communists

Also by harping
piteously narrating
murderous threat s
Sri Kumar and oth
so called helplessn
masterminded not «
the people but to e
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have challenged thei
Sri Kumar himself s

I herby therefore de:
protest shall be pub
paper with equal ¢
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I would have no other
take up the issue witl

Chittab:
Kolkata, Jai
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Calcutta, Jan. 12: The Citu has
rescheduled its proposed all-
India industrial strike from Feb-
ruary 11 to 24 to protest the apex
court’s decision to ban strikes.

“The strike had to be defer-
red as we were not getting the
support of Intuc, who had
agreed in principie to join the ag-
itation,” said Kali Ghosh, the
state secretary of the CPM’s
labour arm. The strike was
rescheduled after the Congress-
controlled labour organisation
agreed to support it, he said.

The Citu leader said repre-
sentatives of all central trade un-
ions, barring the BJP-supported
Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh, met
in Delhi on January 5 and agreed
to call the strike to protest
against the Supreme Court’s ver-
dict banning shutdowns.

Atthe meeting, Intuc chief G.
Sanjeeva Reddy assured that he
would ask his union’s working
committee to join the strike with
the Left trade unions.

“The strike will be a success
as the Congress-controlled Intuc
has joined us,” Ghosh said today.

Intuc president and Trina-
mul Congress mayor of Calcutta

Subrata Mukherjee said: “I am '

opposed to the Citu at the state-
level but there isno harm in join-
ing hands with it at the national
level.”

The mayor said the decision
to be part of the Citu strike was
taken “to protect the fundamen-
tal rights of trade unions”.

However, Trinamul sources
said the Intuc’s participation in
the strike will invite criticism
from Mukherjee’s detractors. “It
is unfair on Mukherjee’s part to
speak in favour of the strike, as
he is key party functionary and
the city mayor as well,” said a
Trinamul leader.

Citu leaders said here the
proposed strike would also op-
pose the BJP-led coalition
government’s move to close
down several central public sec-
tor undertakings, as well as anti-
people policies.

Gurudas Dasgupta of the
CPl-controlled Aituc said the
trade unions would launch their
protest against the Supreme
Court’s verdict with a nation-
wide strike. “Bandhs and strikes
are the last weapons left with us
to protest against the Centre’s
anti-people policies. So, should
we sit idle when such fundamen-
tal rights are being curbed?”
asked the former CPI'MP
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