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Kalam favours linking of rivers,
justifies rise in defence spending

By Our Special Correspondent

IYDERABAD, JULY 14. The Presi-
jent, AP.J. Abdul Kalam, has
trongly defended India going
wclear and the increasing de-
ence spending, saying “we
1eed to have strength to repulse
f somebody attacks.”

Interacting with the members
»f the Andhra Pradesh Legisla-
ive Assembly after addressing
‘he House, Mr. Kalam said India
spent much less compared to
many other countries and sub-
scribed to the philosophy of “no
first use of nuclear weapon sys-
tems.”

It was for the second time in
the history of the State that a
President had addressed the As-
sembly. He fielded questions on
a variety of subjects.

Mr. Kalam, who was respon-
ding to a question by a Telugu
Desam member, P. Keshav,
spoke of India’s vulnerability

A ticklish poser

HYDERABAD, JULY 14. Creating
a flutter during an interac-
tion with the President, A.P.J.
Abdul Kalam, in the Andhra
Pradesh Assembly, K. Ramu-
lu, a Janata Party legislator,
posed a ticklish questioned
to him whether he would
confer “Bharat Ratna” on the
Congress president, Sonia
Gandhi, for “renouncing”
Prime Ministership.

The President, apparently
taken aback by the delicate
political question, quickly
gathered his wits, and said:
“Normally, the people whom
you recommend the highest
award for are not interested
{in accepting it]. I am also
one among them.” — PTI

down the ages. “Countries after
countries and kings after kings
kept invading India. The British,
the French and the Dutch turn-
ed several parts into their colo-
nies. Why were we ruled by
others? Did pve pot have kings
and warrior® What we lacked

was strength. Ponder over, you

will get the answer.”

The President also favoured
the interlinking of rivers, point-
ing to the paradox of simultane-
ous floods and severe drought
conditions. “We need connec-
tivity from the Brahmaputra,
the Ganges and the Cauvery to
overcome such problems,” he
said, responding to a question
by J. Krishna Rao (Independ-
ent). He said he would pursue it
with the Central Government.

On the issue of the agrarian
crisis and farmers committing
suicides raised by N. Narsim-

THE Lot
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HISTORIC ADDRESS: The President, A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, speaking at the
Andhra Pradesh Assembly in Hyderabad on Wednesday. — AP

haiah (CPI- M) Mr. Kalam said
he was sad that the farmers
were overtaken by such tragedy.
They needed help and the cour-
age to face problems. They
needed the right type of quality
inputs, water and power and
the effort should be to link the
budgetary allocations to the
_problems they were facing.

On 33 per cent reservation for
women in Parliament, he sup-
ported it and said: “My Govern-
ment is looking forward to it.”
On the minority communities’
contribution to his develop-

ment vision, he said he would
not make any “people-to-peo-
ple” distinction.

At the same time, some re-
gions and people belonging to
certain denominations required
help. But those who cried for
development of the minorities
should strive for vocational
education and training for girl
children and women.

Earlier in his address, the
President said the country faced
the major challenge of uplifting
260 million people below the
poverty line. For achieving the

objective, economists suggest-
ed that the economy should
grow at the rate of 10 per cent a
year consistently for over a dec-
ade, from the present GDP rate
of five per cent.

He came up with a “Rural
Prosperity Through Connectiv-
ity” plan for rural development
and a 10-mission approach fo-
cussing on agriculture, energy,
drinking water, healthcare,
weather-monitoring and
education.

President’s address
on Page 6



"Democracy doesn’t keep

The Andhra government’s move to provide five per cent job reservations
for Muslims will harm rather than serve them

W PRATAP BHANU MEHTA

HE Andhra Pradesh govern-
» I ment’s announcement of a five

percent job reservation for
Muslims is treading down a danger-
ous legal and political path. The full
integration of Muslims into India’s
public life, and the expansion of op-
portunities for them ought to be the

endeavour of public policy. But reser-

vations of the kind just announced are
not an effective means of achieving
the desired objective. It could be po-
tentially counter productive.

Anyone concerned with the fu-
ture of Indian democracy ought to
concede that the alienation of Mus-
lims from India’s public institutions
and their economic marginalisation
should be matters of grave concern.
Targeting Muslims for simply being
who they are has become commonly
legitimised. The state on many occa-
sions has openly condoned discrimi-
natory treatment towards them in
matters of securing justice.

The space for an autonomous
Muslim politics has been almost non-
existent, caught between political par-
ties that ominously target them, and
political parties that cynically use
them. And Muslim politics has not
been well served by its leaders, who
have been reluctant to democratise
institutions relevant to Muslims. All
of these forces have combined tO en-
sure that Muslims, rather than being
integrated as equal citizens, unen-
cumbered by theweight of theiriden-
tities, are constantly put in the posi-
tion of being a supplicant minority.
Millions of ordinary Muslims have
paid the price for this myopia.

This context has to serve asaback-
ground for any discussion of the issue
of Muslim reservations. The majority
has to recognise that integrating Mus-
lims and expanding opportunities for
them is an important political task. It
would be height of folly to ignore it.
Ontheother hand, we oughttobe ca-
reful not to enact policies that are ei-
ther empty political gestures, or have

the potential for producing harm\g\

The case for reservations for Mus-
lims is however weak on many
grounds. They are economically
more marginalised and under-repre-
sented in public services. But the most
effective solution to this is not reser-
vations. It is their inclusion in ail
schemes that are aimed at expanding
opportunities for citizens: education
and so forth. On this front the state

itsfailuresto addregtheir needs. Sec-
ond, it is often argued that Muslims
were being discriminated against un-
der current reservation provisions.
Muslims from oppressed castes,
whose statusdid not really alter on ac-
count of being Muslim, were being ar-
bitrarily denied the benefits of reser-
vation. Was this not a form of religious
discrimination?

This argument is also disingenu-

sions. What it had objected to was
declaring Muslims as a whole aback-
ward community, enjoying the same
status as Scheduled Castes or Tribes.

s\~  What is insidious about the

faith with reservations®.

Angdhra:legislation is that is going
down the path of reifying a single

Muslim interest, irrespective of .

caste, class and regional differences.
Many prominent Muslims have
been arguing, with considerable
merit, that an understanding of Mus-
lim society should involve an ac-
knowledgment of its complex and
various sociology and history. Classi-
fying the Muslims qua community as
backward is another step in abridg-
ing this complexity. It is giving suc-
cour to those who deploy “Muslim”
as a reified category to target them.
Finally, great poverty and economic
deprivation amongst the Muslims
REUTERS

Muslims,ﬂi’é’ther than being integratéd as fee and

equal citizens, unencumbered by the weight of their identities, are
constantly put in the position of being a supplicant minority. Millions
of ordinary Muslims have paid the price for this myopia

needs to give acredible commitment.

There is areal opportunity cost toa
public discourse obsessed by reserva-
tion. We have become attuned to
thinking of the well being of margin-
alised communities only on one di-
mension. But we know that is down-
right false to claim that reservations
are genuine anti-poverty pro-
grammes. Reservations is not an act
of commitment by the state to the
cause of Muslims, it is a cover up for

NDIAN EXPRESS

ous in two respects, First, it is a re-
ductio ad absurdum of our reserva-
tions policy, not an argument in its
favour. The same argument could be
applied on behalf of poor Brahmins
or Rajputs. Are they not being ex-
cluded simply on account of their
caste? Second, the Mandal commis-
sion had made provisions for some
reservations for backward Muslim
castes. Various states have been di-
rected to implement these provi-

needs to be addressed. But the ratio-
nale for reservations for Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled tribes was en-
tirely different. It wasbased on a par-
ticular experience of oppression and
discrimination. It would make a
mockery of our history, if we put the
two forms of marginalisation in
roughly the same category, and sug-
gested the same remedies for both.
What the Muslims need most of
all is defeating the ideologies of hate

' that have made them more vulnera-

ble over the last decade or so. Hin-
dutva was, in part, made possible by
Congress’footloose interpretation of
secularism. On this view secularism
meant generating a political dynamic
whereby religious groupswouldjostle
with state for benefits qua religious
communities.

This was a secularism of political
expediency, not a secularism of prin-
ciple. It created an ugly politics, where
different religious groups would mea-
sure their standing by how many con-
cessions they had mange to wrest
from the state qua religious groups.
Rather than making religious identi-
ties irrelevant for politics and public
policies, it opened up space for them
evenmore insistently. Anybody famil-
iar with our recent history ought to
understand that this reification of reli-
gious identities and their intrusion
into public policy is a recipe for disas-
ter. It is wishful thinking to suppose
that enacting reservations for Mus-
lims qua Muslims, will not unleash a
politics of that kind again. We will all
start measuring what a government
does, not by the general provisions it
makes for the common good, but by
the benefits it targets towards partic-
ular communities. Anyone familiar
with recent Indian history ought tobe
disturbed by this scenario, for its
biggest beneficiaries.are going to be
the votaries of Hindutva.

It could be argued that the fear of
Hindutva cannot be allowed to hold
desirable policies to ransom. There is
some truth to this, but risking a poli-
tics of religious competition of the
kind Congress subject us to for two
decades, better have a compelling
moral and political justification.
Reservations for Muslims have no
such justification. Itwill not help them
economically. It might marginally in-
crease their representation in the
state, but unleash a process that alien-
ates them from politics further. It is
against the rather wise consensus of
our founding fathers that the history
of Muslims and Dalits cannot be
equated. And it is against norms of
fairness, for itwill ontyunderscore the
deprivation of those who are poor but
don’t fall under any category of reser-
vations. The Congress is once again
playing politics on a delicate matter
and will put in jeopardy the interests
of those itis pretending to help.

The authoris Visiting Professor of
Govemment at Harvard University
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New Delhi, July 14: Laloo Prasad Ya-
dav today announced in Parliament that
he has ordered a high-level departmen-
tal inquiry into the Godhra carnage.

Wrapping up a discussion on the rail-
way budget, the minister alleged that
there was a conspiracy in the incident of
February 27, 2002, when 59 people in a
Sabarmati Express compartment were
burnt alive near Godhra.

Most of them were said to be kar se-
vaks mobilised by the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad for its shila pujan in Ayodhya.
The train burning set off the Gujarat
riots. Led by Narendra Modi, the BJP
swept the Assembly elections that fol-
lowed the violence.

Laloo Prasad based his allegation on
a report submitted by the Forensic Scie-
nce Laboratory of Gujarat on May 17,
2002. He said there was evidence that the
fire was caused by inflammable materi-
al used within the compartment. So far,
the official version has been that the coa-
ch was set on fire from outside by a gr-
oup of Muslims, including some clerics.

The railway minister said the repor-
t's findings were kept under wraps by
the then National Democratic Alliance
government at the Centre and Modi’s
ministry in Gujarat. There would be no
cover-up now and those found guilty
would be punished, Laloo Prasad added.

In a brief intervention, science and

THE TELEGRATH 1§ iy “rns

technology mmlster apil Sibal said the
fact that the report was not disclosed
pointed to the connivance of Modi, the
then Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee and his deputy, LK. Advani.

If the report’s findings are conclu-
sively established, it would compound
Modji’s troubles. The chief minister has
been ticked off by the Supreme Court for
“misleading” it on information related
to the Gujarat riots. The Godhra burn-
ing and the violence that followed,
which was allegedly justified by Modi in
an “action-reaction” comment, formed
the theme of the BJP’s successful cam-
paign in the Assembly poils.

The BJP chose not to respond to
Laloo Prasad’s announcement today,
leaving it to his predecessor Nitish
Kumar to face the media.

The former minister tried to appear
unfazed. Washing his hands of the inci-
dent, he shifted the blame onto the com-
missioner, railway safety, and dismissed
Laloo Prasad’s announcement of a pro-
be as a “political statement to address a
particular constituency at the cost of
the railways”.

Quoting the rule book to defend his
role, he said the Railway Act specifies
that matters relating to safety, mishaps
and disasters would be investigated by
the commissioner; independent of the
ministry. The commissioner alone was
“accountable” for what was done, stress-
ed Nitish.

/7



‘Leta billion smiles bloom’

DTQ
Kalam unveils govt's

pro-poor agenda
with swipe at saffron

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, June 7

PRESIDENT A.PJ. Abdul Kalam on Monday
unveiled the first broad policy statement of the
new government, vowing to repeal Pota and en-
act a model law to check communal forces and
fight all “obscurantist and fundamentalist ele-
ments”. He also promised to bring “a smile on a
billion faces” by addressing the concerns of the
farmers, workers, unemployed youth, SCs, STs,
OBCs, minorities and women.

The lengthening queues of the jobless and the
rising graph of suicide by farmers seemed to
weigh on the government as it promised to pass
a national Employment Guarantee Act, grant
subsidies to the poor and open a dialogue with
political parties, industry and other bodies for
job reservations in the private sector.

The BJP-NDA Opposition watched grimly
while UPA partners thumped their desks as the
President — in his address to a joint sitting of
Parliament — announced a rollback of the Vaj-
payee government’s “controversial” decisions.
Other than the repeal of Pota, they included the
restoration of autonomy to academic institu-
tions and removal of the communal content in
school syllabuses.

“It is a matter of serious concern that
forces of communalism have been able to viti-
ate the atmosphere in the country leading to
outbreak of riots, the most gruesome face of
which was witnessed recently in Gujarat,”
Kalam told the 14th Lok Sabha. “The outcome
of these elections is indicative of people’s
yearning for inclusiveness and their rejection
of the forces of divisiveness and intolerance.”

The stringent criticism of the BJP’s commu-
nal agenda raised speculation on why Vice-
President B.S. Shekhawat, after reading only
two paragraphs from the Hindi translation of
Kalam'’s address, said the entire text be consid-
ered “read”.

“The verdict is for establishing the rule of law
and repairing our secular fabric... and providing
the right ambience for fulfilling the aspirations
implicit in the people’s mandate,” the President
summed up. The Left and Congress benches
cheered through the speech, but there seemed
some unease about the silence on poverty-allevi-
ation programmes or reviving sick units.

% Related reports on Page 4
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HT Correspondent
New Delhi, June 7

THE PRESIDENTIAL address gives
a hint of what to expect from the
budget to be presented in the first
week of July by Finance Minister P
Chidambaram.

For instance, no flexibility has
been given to the Finance Minister
on the imposition of 2 per cent edu-
cation and health cess. While Chi-
dambaram is on record that a ‘doc-
trine of proportionality’ will be ap-
plied, the President says the cess
will be across the board — on all
central taxes that include personal
income tax, corporate tax, customs,
excise and services.

In effect, Chidambaram’s plan to
limit the cess to those who can bear
it may have to be shelved. If the 2
per cent cess is applied on all central
taxes, an estimated Rs 6,000 crore
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Blueprint for the job ahead

EMPLOYMENT WORKERS’ WELFARE
Employment Compensation for
Guarantee Act the workers of
coming. Talks with chronically

for poor families

POTA Will be repealed.
Existing laws are
enough, feels govt
AYQUHYA Govt will
await court’s verdict
while encouraging

. negotiated settlement
backed by legal sanction

ad

industry for quota A\ loss-making PSUs

in private sector before sell-off
MODEL LAW

Govt to step up To fight sectarian

public investments forces and deal

in agriculture, with communal

ensure good prices violence, like the

for farmers pogrom in Gujarat
SOUTHERN COMFORT

2-3% of GDP to be Telengana

spent on health, \'S! demand to be

National health : considered. Tamil

insurance scheme to get status of

K:IHMIR Article 370 to
be observed in letter and
spirit. Special status for
J&K; talks with various
groups in the state
VOMENS 8itl Govt
talks of introducing Bill,
mum on passing it

will accrue to the Centre.

The short-term economic agenda
is also indicated in Kalam’s address.

Chidambaram may also come up
with a package to boost private in-
vestment and revive industrial
growth for the domestic industry.

The minister may announce a ma-
jor package for small-scale indus-
tries to support investments, mar-
keting and induction of technology.
This is at variance with the NDA pol-
icy of de-reserving sectors in the ex-
clusive domain of SSlIs.

While there has been talk of
bringing more services under the
tax net, a policy direction and tax in-
centive package may be announced
in the budget.

On infrastructure development,
the Centre has promised to involve
private and public sector companies
in ports, airports, railways, power,
road, water supply and sanitation.

B.T. Q.
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Do it right, Mr President

& o Call the single largest party/alliance ¢

Today, the nation may return a verdict that doesn’t give
any alliance a clear majority. The President, aware of this
possibility, has already consulted legal experts. Abdul Kalam
himself, unlike many recent occupants of Rashtrapati Bha-
van, possesses a fine mind and an intrinsically fair disposi-
tion. There should therefore be little doubt that President
Kalam would do the right thing, which, as this newspaper has
argued some time back, is also a simple choice — call the sin-
gle largest party or pre-poll alliance first and ask them to
prove their majority on the floor of the House. This has been
the convention for some time and it should continue to be
the path Presidents follow.in case of split verdicts. There
have been suggestions that the President should assess the
government formation “capacity” of rival political alliances
and then decide who to call. That is disingenuous and dange-
rous. Disingenuous because it makes the President, however
indirectly, a party to political manoeuvres by making his de-
cision normative instead of a simple numerical choice. Alle-
gations are bound to arise in any such decision and experi-
ence with KR Narayanan showed partisanship is a label hard
to peel off once it gets stuck. Kalam is a far better President
than Narayanan, whose old “political loyalties” surfaced a
little too obviously, and so he doesn’t deserve to get tagged.
The President must ignore all suggestions that he feels the
political pulse by saying that his job in this context is that of
a constitutional facilitator, not a quasi-political analyst.

Asking the President not to go by the single largest party/
pre-poll alliance rule is dangerous because it creates enor-
mous uncertainties for the future. Given India’s fractured
society, split verdicts are always on the cards. If the President
plays political assessor, governors may be tempted to do so
too. Everyone knows governors are not above reading signals
from politicians who appointed them -— remember the
ludicrous stalemate Romesh Bhandari as Governor, UP
created when he refused to give Kalyan Singh an opportunity
to prove his majority. If President Kalam steps off the strai-
ght and the narrow today, governors may swerve wildly away
from the right path tomorrow. Those grinding their political
axe now by advising the President that he ignores a simple,
correct, safe and democratically proper course are obviously
oblivipus to larger implications. But this President, undoubt-
edly one of the finest, if not the finest, head of state we have
ever had, is known for his passionate commitment to the
commitment allows him only one choice, and
aper is confident he will make it.
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—Kalam on top of the world

Press Trust of India

SIACHEN BASE CAMP, April 2.
— Making the first-ever presidential
visit to the world’s highest battle-
field, Dr APJ Abdul Kalam today
said the 75-km-long Siachen glacier
was of “extreme geo-strategic impo-
rtance” to India and assured the tro-
ops there that the government had a
comprehensive security plan while
pursuing a diplomatic approach to
peace.

Visiting troops at the Kumar Adv-

THE STATESMAN

The President at Siachen on Friday. — AFP

ance Post, Siachen Base Camp and
the IAF personnel posted in areas
adjoining the Thoise airbase, the
President said the troops in Siachen
had to be always alert.

“I can assure you that the nation is
fully conscious of its responsibility in
enhancing the troops’ survivability,
sustainability, efficiency and motiva-
tion,” he said. Dr Kalam spoke of the
government’s emphasis on equipping
troops battling heavy odds in inhos-
pitable terrain “like here”.

He said thermally-heated shoes and
maps drawn from ground penetration

radars to indicate possible avalanche-
prone areas would soon be made
available to troops serving in extreme
high-altitude areas.

Dr Kalam told the troops to get
trained in using handheld GPS, which
would help them in patrolling the
snowy heights. Ground penetration
radars fitted on helicopters and used
in tandem with GPS system
could enable accurate mapping of
crevasses.

Dr Kalam also urged the soldiers
to maintain ecological balance in
the area.
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Encourag

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 7. The President,
A. P. ]J. Abdul Kalam, today
called upon industry to encour-
age  entrepreneurship  to
achieve an economic growth of
10 per cent and help the coun-
try in eliminating poverty.

“We have to graduate to 10
per cent GDP (gross demestic
product) growth only then the
number of people living below
the poverty line will reduce to
zero from 260 million now,”
Mr. Kalam said in his inaugural
address at the 76th Annual
General Meeting of the Feder-
ation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce  and
(FICCI).

President said the syllabus)at
the school level would need\to
be changed with a view to cr
ating entrepreneurs and indus-
try must step in to nurture and
encourage entrepreneurship.

In order to transform India
into a developed nation by
2020, Mr. Kalam said that in-
dustry would have to become
competitive globally by achiev-
ing cost effectiveness, brand
performance and “just in time”
delivery.

In plain terms, he declared
that whoever was competitive
would be the winner. The law
of development States that
whoever was  competitive
would win whether developing
or developed.

The President, A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, flanked by A.C. Muthiah, outgoing FICCI president (right),

T

and Yogendra Kumar Modi, president-elect of FICCI, at the annual general meeting of FICCI in
New Delhi on Wednesday. — Photo: V. Sudershan.

Voicing his concern over lack
of amenities in rural areas, he
said the programme for “pro-
viding urban amenities in rural
areas” (PURA) had to be run in
a business-like fashion and the
industry would have to play a
key role in implementing it.

Further talking about what
he called “Evolution of PURA
enterprise,” he said the SSI sec-
tor with its wide presence
across the country could take
the lead in this area. With the
support of FICCI and other
bodies, the SSiIs could play a
key role in paving the way for
provision of physical, electron-

THE HINDU

ic, knowledge and economic
connectivity for prosperity of
clusters of villages in rural ar-
eas.

The economic connectivity
would generate a market and
the production establishments
to service the market. The PU-
RA entrepreneur had to have
the skill for evolving a business
plan with banks and also create
infrastructural support such as
educational institutions, health
centres and small scale indus-
tries, transportation services,
tele-education, tele-medicine,
e-governance services in the re-
gion and integrate them with

08 JAN 2004

the governmental rural devel-
opment schemes such as road,
communication and transport,
he said.

Mr. Kalam said that time had
come for the second Green
Revolution in the country to
meet the food requirement of
400 million tonnes by 2020.
This could be achieved through
a mix of technology and inno-
vation.

Earlier, addressing the AGM,
the FICCI's outgoing President,
A. C. Muthiah, asked for chang-
es in labour law besides allow-
ing the entrepreneurs free entry
and exit option.



Peace is essential for [prosperity:

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 5. Even as the
Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, was meeting the Pakis-
tan President, Pervez
Musharraf, in Islamabad this
morning, the President, A.P.].
Abdul Kalam, and the Deputy
Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, ex-
pressed the hope that it would
bring peace to the region and
with it the consequent divi-
dends to development.

Addressing a function at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan here today
after presenting the Gandhi
Peace Prize for 2003 to the for-
mer President of the Czech Re-
public, Vaclav Havel, Mr. Kalam
said: “Now the time has come to
realise that peace is essential for
an individual and a nation’s
prosperity, and also for the
world to prosper. In this direc-
tion, our Prime Minister has put
forth in the SAARC summit that
integrated development of the
SAARC region is essential to re-
move poverty and bring about
peace.”

Prior to him, Mr. Advani —
who was stepping in for the
Prime Minister — said millions
across the country were praying
that Mr. Vajpayee’s visit to Isla-
mabad would provide a major
breakthrough for the establish-
ment of peace.

While Mr. Kalam described
Mr. Havel as “the present-day
torch-bearer of all those princi-
ples, particularly peace move-
ment, which Mahatma Gandhi
held close to his heart,” Mr. Ad-
vani recalled the Czech states-
man’s record in fighting for
democracy and civil liberties;
thereby making his public life
quite similar to that of Mr. Vaj-
payee's.

In his speech, Mr. Havel
dwelt at length on the flip side
of globalisation, how human-
kind was unable to cope re-
sponsibly with its own
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products, and identified the
“reckless, unbridled course of
civilisation today” as one of the
causes of terrorism.

“While the rapid tendency of

civilisation toward# uniformity
attracts both _#fdividuals and
entire hu communitiec it ic

at the same time a source of
deep, and often unconscious,
frustration.”

Mr. Havel was selected for the
award — which carries a cash
component of Rs. 1 crore, a
plaque and a citation — for his
rontribution  towards world
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peace and upholding human
rights. No stranger to India and
awarded the Indira Gandhi
Prize in 1994, this award puts
Mr. Havel in the league of the
former South African President,
Nelson Mandela, and AJohn
Hume of [reland, a}n/d oOthers.



