' Premier institute has no back-up power provision

Crib deaths return to haunt

powerless

HT Correspondent

Kolkata, September 27

DEATH WAS never too far away
from the B.C. Roy Memorial Hospi-
tal for Children ever since 14 oxy-
gen-starved babies died at the su-
per-speciality referral hospital in
the space of 36 hours two years ago.

Today, a 90-minute power cut
claimed at least one baby’s life.
Ten-day-old Biswarupa Ghosh died
in Ward No. 7 of the medicine de-
partment as power went off her in-
cubator. Three other babies died
between 3.30 am and 5 am, when
the entire hospital was plunged in
darkness. Unofficial sources insist-
ed that all of them were victims of
the power cut.

Health minister Suryakanta
Mishra said in the afternoon that
he had still not received any report
from his department. “I will com-
ment once I get one.”

Doctors said the power cut could-
n’'t have come at a worse time for
the 200 children in the various
wards of the medicine department.
The four babies who died had been
admitted with acute symptoms of
respiratory trouble, bronchopneu-
monia, meningitis and septi-
caemia. CESC hadn’t informed the
hospital before switching off pow-
er, the doctors alleged.

But they couldn’t explain why a
super-speciality medical institute
for children had no special power
provision for emergencies.

Parents of the dead children said
the nurses looking after their ba-
bies had been handicapped by dark-
ness. They had no way of knowing
which babies, for instance, were in
need of oxygen or which ones ought
to be given saline.

The relatives of little Nilima
Mondal said the baby was to be dis-
charged today. “She died because of
the power cut.” The relatives of
Biswarupa, Kashmira Begum and
another newborn had similar com-
plaints. But super Mrinal Chatter-
jee said, “All four babies had been
brought to the hospital in critical
condition. Their deaths, except for
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one, had nothing to do with the
power cut. Three of the babies died
around 7.30 am. Only Biswarupa
died during the power cut —
around 5 am.”

But he admitted that the power
cut wouldn’t have been a problem
had the hospital had an alternative
provision for power. “It’s unfortu-
nate that the finance department
didn’t sanction funds for alterna-
tive arrangements even for a super-
speciality hospital,” he said.

CESC officials said a 6-KV feeder
at the Kankurgachi power station
had tripped, forcing last night’s
power cut at the hospital.

Executive director (distribution)
D.N. Majumder said, “The feeder
tripped when the Calcutta
Tramways Company tried to re-
move an overhead traction pole in
the Maniktala-Phoolbagan area.
“But our engineers could restore
power reasonably quickly. Power
went off around 3:35 am and was
restored at 5 am,” he said.

He accepted that the number of
such faults had gone up over the
past three months, but stressed
that most of them were being
caused by the extensive digging
under way in the city for widening
of roads and laying of under-
ground water mains.

“Maniktala and Kankurgachi
are among the most dug-up areas of
the city with Bagmari, CIT Road,
Jadavpur, Tollygunge, Jodhpur
Park and New Alipore,” he said.
“There could be more such faults in
the near future. But if state health
department or the hospital author-
ities request alternative power pro-
visions, we can do the needful.”

But health department officials
rejected CESC’s defence. An in-
quiry would be instituted to fix re-
sponsibility and find out if CESC
was culpable, one of them said.

The parents of Biswarupa, Nili-
ma, Kashmira and the other new-
born who died today don’t know
who is to blame. The witch-hunt
will take them nowhere.

See also Kolkata Live

BC Roy Hospital

SUBHANKAR CHAKRABGRTY/ HT

Parents of one of the babies who died at the hospital on Monday.
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/ Money for roads and rural facilities

Asim announces
«"Rs 800-cr plan

ASTAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, Sept. 17: The gover-
nment today promised to pu-
mp in more than Rs 800 crore
for improvement of infrastru-
cture with roads in focus and
rural development.

Finance minister Asim
Dasgupta said at Writers’ Buil-
dings the state will borrow
Rs 625 crore from the National
Bank for Agriculture and
Rural Development (Nabard)
under the rural infrastructure
development fund scheme.

The government will also
join Nabard to launch two pil-
ot projects on capacity build-
ing for panchayats and infras-
trueture planning. Last year, a
loan of Rs 500 crore was taken
under the same scheme.

The government will also
release Rs 192 crore for repair
of roads.

“Roads across the state ha-
ve heen damaged considerably
by this year’s rain. After a dis-
cussion with the PWD (public
works department) minister,
we have decided to release Rs
79 crore for patchwork repairs
and Rs 120 crore for thorough
repairs. This is in addition to
Rs 83 crore, which has already
been released,” Dasgupta said.

The contractors assigned
the repair jobs would be made
to agree to a three-year guara-
ntee clause “so that any dama-
ge during this period is com-
pensated by the contractor co-

ncerned”, the minister said.

BOUNTY BREAK-UP

M Rs 625 crore from Nabard:
@ Improvement of roads and
bridges: Rs 250 crore

o Water investigation and
irrigation: Rs 75 crore

@ Agriculture: Rs 40 crore
{mainty for improvement of
seed farms and marketing)

@ Panchayat and rural
development: Rs 60 crore
(improvement of roads and
storage facilities)

@ Figheries: Rs 20 crore

e Animal resource
development: Rs 15 crore

@ Food processing: Rs 15 crore
@ Social forestry: Rs 15 crore

o Power: Rs 30 crore (mainly on
substations for rural network)

o Public health: Rs 20 crore

@ Education: Rs 20 crore

@ IT: As 15 crore

@ Tourism: Rs 10 crore

@ Regional development: 40 cr
W 192 crore more for roads
@ Rs 72 crore for ordinary repair
® Rs 120 crore for special
repairs

Dasgupta: Generous

The PWD will coordinate
with the zilla parishads to

execute the work.

The loan would be used for
development of rural infrastr-
ucture — for example, educati-
on, power and agriculture (see
box). Most of the projects
would take off immediately
and continue till next March.
Some of the work, however,
might continue till June.

The government has decid-
ed to launch the pilot projects
to instil professionalism and
better management skills am-
ong panchayats. Dasgupta sa-
id; “Two districts will be selec-
ted to work as models. If the pl-
an works out, they can be emu-
lated as models elsewhere.” He
added that two districts “that
have a bit of everything; agri-
culture, industry and need to
develop” would be chosen.

Dasgupta today discussed
the projects with Nabard man-
aging director Y.S.P. Thorat.

“Panchayats earlier used
to spend Rs 100 crore a year.
Now they spend around Rs
1,000 crore every vear under
several state and central proj-
ects. The nature of work han-
dled by these local bodies and
their manpowet has changed
over the years. So the ideaisto
work on capacity building,”
the minister said.

Nabard has agreed to set
up its natural resource mana-
gement centre for the east and
the Northeast in the city. Das-
gupta said land for the centre
has already been allotted in
Salt Lake.

THE “:Le SRAPH

18 SEp 200



\.FQE&E%E@E% lhol@) @0l (rbile S5l ladltblclic @ fly] bR Bloble OBIA lodlie b, ‘Madklo)l  Uelolle iz I [elin 1210% [124) R2Gls
25 Bldlhilele Qglcloln 1BIEIE b [ld |\ Beitefe b2 btn Slse Tolg Btelle 00QIQ) 1 B2 GM] Prbike Jo Ewwﬁa E&E%Em@
A 0 el BB |15 b2l B khak]  blble $lisdE 35 Ewwswﬁpﬁ% %&wgg Qlalis BEUAGBL BIRS) Inllslixle bl
E%gwﬁ?%&&& Eﬁwﬁ.@ﬁwﬁgm qqqqq Ewa , IENEIS gﬁ@%@&ﬂ&wﬁﬁ
Sl Qiikb] ke bblledlle BENGBE fAlk BBl |-

E Eﬁ%@ 18k RIREIS, (el ibledule 1l Jeizb): |
i E&@byw < Qlzblialb lkele) %gﬁéﬁmwﬁ?gﬁ?w@ﬁ & *%E% 4ol gk, zﬁwﬁawp_ﬁw@%w
Als blgeke) wrw@pﬁﬁ ElQjbled @ B) kodlie GQ | 1lAld leb) Bilelie, 2D Twsmwﬁw E@EE% aedte | E% Ekﬁﬁgwﬁ_p

(2017 [eod) Bloklin  Usliolie kbl dilldele 13 52l & iloh koD% | kil KOUEt|b] B0 el Loltle MlRa@E E%@%&E@@n
2e2001a Skl 50a) bpllk ik 4 02¢10)  Blip BIOIE Bklbidalls,, B0Z llob 0201} ‘bbb BEkek QRIS B0 EE Sk Hals 562000 B |lolldin $08)
SiERMR |l Ebb Bb) 00a] Bblllsk &%) ke [l Blble Sz BB 1162 bIRE biGs Mallolkglle ) kiltkier $20)  biEKiEk biibhddle ke BBkl

17 5ep 20p

bajleld Bl KAL) bRIS Blal @ Bl G2 B |ol0le bbdisllellin (01 @ lolalBlle lelebdllede lolilio leli@E @ (Z2kd) KOG Elficlele AGUIR belult)>
1 BB fohlieiotn Bilod lopljie deks |52 lelte Bts] BlO\BIIR —ioz lolRle)  lisialk) MaeIb BOh) bibi Bl Bk Badle

Qs felo BISE B5 ko) Q) b @2 0GBl B 2P EEW B (b BRI o) bllh ka4 B) bBE 1RGN G4 Qb Bl EOI0IN Bldua

L2 fededlellbTs @YiEdtslite Gioke Alk) 1BISIS E@mb Bdedisle] 3B | 28Us Bleddlle] & 192090 ik jek 4 feley S{i001Y GlRule BRI

ANADABAZAR PATRIKA

BB s kladb] b blbllel 35 1£200%  lots/ple-bDa-—len) Q7 BRIGEOA |(ea  OFalls Ll bl Fbk, $24jeeb) |2l BEDINA B0 BISIL lo2ls Rbil

| en N AGM: (Bl Bledlelt|d> [12ialk) 1Illek) w%@ﬁ@%ﬁ@@ﬁ»w%&rﬁ 25 500 S WIS bEIA lob B0I00)  Eeb) Jeb) ultfes llsinle) 1] ldlie BBl

1E20¢ bEle (ol sols Bo) ) filo Blkls  00< [BoGls kldloh ble 25 Bilichia alll B 20¢l4 ,ﬁ@n_«w b gk Sl  5519IAA bu)b |Blelkle Slibldls Zhko

Gutle Subibslle Blbllol Mbbhk @ 25 1152 Lo HAG Riblslia o bl JAllbly) Sfl@Sle ©adle £2¢b) kO ﬁ@@wﬁaggiﬁagg
I5jsin btk oble BIRIS) Bd] 1 Q15 kbl 35 HIledlied] & edlle] Bl 152 llob |15 dob) ke bRk 5lo] Elalole  blklollitolssin B ¢t BResle) &

G0k |blg Ol BlelBI lelebllslald) Mo BlieD %EE@%&E@E } bEreikis | Bbl C2Ub

lolirel il Mllsln  Bloble  blels  -5B@ QUG kO 2 Lokl Yl m@am iwwsur\.,bgv Blallizh @ lo|kll) Ried

eI Gadle w_w__p E& _%‘sr 9%‘.3 BboUIBE |




ePE 2iiE @ A |

3T P @ WA 9o
I e e SRR 51Ere e
EsEa RS 24NsE S
Pz qranf zoen gl
ITR SHHE |« S
I & T 5] e
63 3 FFETRA|

FEATE W@ wi dEm
Tem qNE AlfR FEw
AyAewR fars (A 3w, e
ifae wiar ffE 711 SqeEEE
o4, G A A LR (SR
el BT (W ArERrEe | e
IrEfRrew, FIIYW IF F79 A
@Y1 ERTer B o aow
wER #AfFGgIeal e JARg
TN FAFIT T (AF
YR AERIAT TS M A,
“gq eI, TR AN Brot
G I B WML Sl
AR, Ol PIe S0 TGN 991
(Wwﬁm@wﬂww

a1, @6 ww A I«
| =D TR, SRR T I whe,
[ BT W ASre—ORTH
t e e QTR -/

sf/mﬁ/—af@?@wm

AR I TN, IS T e

@, s2af5 TR qwI
S | T-RTE S |

9! fed AT TP,
R ©f7 Y7 e e JAw|
FPICER T (A N (orTa
Tfee f7d 71 oiw Iera| B

l”!‘[ﬁ Nao

A=

i

A
!T:D,i/a
Ty

e *Ie T ©F S| AT,
2731 wfen Paew FH( oA
IR BIFCS B4

q fm B3 RE =fix
TS Qe wAree WA ferew
T foft Itam, “yRfwam,
slorig RS cite @it i
R ¢k WIS 20 B
sgfd (o oAt €bt vo B
zew Bfoe| wwe & R

12 SEP 2004

TrE A YARTE I, “b T
3t «afites wog 8 &Uwa
&fores e Sty wtwsal &
G5 (FUCAN? NIRRT
Fqre R1” fafe «feom
HAAOIS € HATW ST FANG |
oI f5f

& T T (e SHNE
qrar dfesfos @ JTE
fofa ataw, “9Anw B I
F GTCBR Ee o awte
(6T & 8¢ (L BB X4b
IQE qH 8 @Y TSR IR
soE efexsfes om &

TR TwgE-9w 5 5
wyfRe gaE Fer WaieeR
W witrw =R g@aRa
g, “9F W@ qUorE—
FTE | W (A @ A0 RO
T (ST 2IFITS 5IRCR | 8 77
| ST 4R R, e MR —
QFH F NS T wfE o
oiNae =i




(TN AR SR TNCAZ

BrE Reentla: e @
qi5en 9y (T 9%, O v
AR M)

arers A 5ifRvl @ FefoRiE
ISR W S AT
wEm Rypd Rim Rpe
512039 TS 5ie] 919 2 3T
Frerres Tob{ee | T FIRAM)
sl wraw s, 93 RN
ATTFISIT 7! e 7723 F
T SEAFR 51 F LRI,
(R 24 < gare Pz
o4 Rye 2biETs fo sla
R T, WFE Rgedin
04T TorT @B DY A0 (@
TR GEEE e 3R
94Re Stora gfeTe 5|

BT W <A AN
ol @RS Py afdererE
Tefaiy ssh wrEn Sw
e ey @ e
TeAAWA-TIS! ©,0¢9,9 EONSTH
(1 3 @t F1 aemrest @3 &R
3Eea1) S Ffw iz
Gry 3,800 GIANSHT! S
§,200 (IANGHG | AISTT-FEACH

IS BHR

TE

B! Wi (@ grers
WA TeoWR T (CATHCS
3,00 (ATF H,p00 WNeTG)
weffe g A A RS
5T ¢oo Coenfs wmw I
BIRWI GIBITS 23 TR

Frgsgrem 399, 93 AT
g WA @ PR T
FAHIAR AP o TS
LA 3,200 (AT 3,¢00 (FH
S RfTme Ja @3 9
ATz 572) w13 G5! Repres
@-F! TS FACS HIECR, O
ATACS W-ARTH oA e
Rpye-E0a w0T (R oifé
W sl o afderetn
ot R e (e
form ANFET W@ @-CFTA
ffmsts fafte o g
HTATR, Polofrad e O
e catfer el fgree
R etpa R efFrmad fosm
T WS araiemm Ragae
(SITCR TG | GERIgeTss ©ird i
T SYfE ()

T =l @ SR
sifis a%q BIfkw] TUTR MY 2o
tenis| g 57 o sereie
009 FTEH AT 92 AT 7T
Rpusw ol 2za W wE
i gaa sifen Frvaers
@oo (ASHSTH (ILT A 9,000
(ONEHT werse AefS 9
e ens Ryyes Bevm wra A

o WeE dered S
vaaga e v feam
IR TE PAH (AE (@A
TS GRS FIHAG AL
faewTelz Feias 2%, 93 755
@rE HfamE B Fie
Ryendia FRe OF THE (3 |
o @3 eta g Rt @,
@3 e b ez atore 2
@Re Tt 5 Seomm
TAPMS ~AACEW A1 AT T
e wwif cRrae Jid 2T
wee A areg fape Fagd
S Arefe Rugres ww A

GF #fF GILGT S
@ ita Rram FiEA.... s v

Ay v iy N

;‘x‘?l‘bv ;\an‘ T ek A



" Minister and

¢\ industry,i
9i)\ﬁwer strn@e

KOLKATA, Sept. 10. — A no-holds barred
shouting match erupted and unruly scenes
prevailed at an interactive session today
between the state power minister, Mr Mrinal-
Banerjee, and industrialists whom the-
"Buddhadeb administration is allegedly woo-
ing, when Mr Banerjee called for re-intro--
duction of the five-hour (6 p.m. to 11 p.m.)
restriction on production at industrial units
to overcome the ongoing power crisis in the
state. These restrictions were imposed in the
1970s and continued through the 1980s when
power cuts were a regular feature in Bengal,
and combined with militant trade unionism,
sounded the death knell for industry.

The moment the power minister uttered
these words, industrialists at the interactive
session organised by the Bengal National
Chamber of Commerce and Industries began
protesting. A heated, verbal altercation ens-
ued between Mr Banerjee and some partici-
pants. Many of the latter were vocal in assert-
ing that they would defy the minister’s dictum.
The minister, for his part, alleged that indus-
trialists hadn’t responded to his appeal made
yesterday to stop production for. a five-hour
period so as to ensure a steady supply of power
in residential and commercial areas during
peak hours. “We had a rule for industrialists
when the state was passing through a bad pha-
se in terms of power... all industrialists had to
stop production for five hours during the peak
demand period... we will try and introduce this
rule again.” By the time he added “if neces~
sary”, all hell had broken loose. :

A fuming industrialist, wondering aloud how,
on earth the minister could say what he had;’
screafied: “We won't go by such diktats... it
requires at least six months’ to a year’s notice.
to. stop production.” ‘Another participant.
pointed out that a sudden stoppage of produc-,
tion would entail huge losses for the industry.
The minister seemed visibly taken aback by this
barrage of criticism. “Thig,can’t continue in
this way,” he shot back. Tempers cooled a bit
after the intervention of the BNCCI president,
and when Mr Banerjee spoke again it was to
bash the Centre for depriving Bengal. — SNS

‘Marginal improvement in
power situation’: page 7
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“Delhio
Bengal steel oldie

ASTAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, Aug. 31: Days
after chief minister Budd-
hadeb Bhattacharjee imp-
lored a private entrepre-
neur to take over Indian
Iron and Steel Company, it
was announced that one of
the world’s oldest running
steel companies would re-
main in the public sector.

The Burnpur-based com-
pany will be merged into its
parent, Steel Authority of
India Ltd (SAIL), which has
been running it since nation-
alisation in the seventies.

After a meeting with Bhat-
tacharjee, Union minister for
steel Ram Vilas Paswan said
today that a decision had been
taken in principle on the
merger.

A note containing the pro-
posal will now be placed bef-
ore the cabinet for approval.

Paswan said Indian Iron
(IISCOys future would be
assured on merger. “Once if is
merged with SAIL, funds will

not be a problem for the re-

gen

Bhattacharjee with Paswan. Picture by Sanjoy Chattopadhyaya

vival of IISCO,” he said.

The announcement is seen
as a big victory for the Left
Front government, which has
been pursuing the case for
IISCO’s revival for years. The
company employs some 16,700
workers.

It has also set observers
wondering if Bhattacharjee’s
almost emotional appeal 10
days ago to Sajjan Jindal, the
chairman of Jindal Iron and
Steel Company, to buy ISCO

(“only you can save it”, he had
said) was also a ploy to get the
Centre moving.

At the chief minister’s int-
eraction with businessmen in
Mumbai, Jindal had appeared
interested. Apparently, some
others were, too.

IISCO has been suffering
losses for the last 30 years, but
has huge assets by way of iron
ore and coking coal. Currently
a 100 per cent subsidiary of
SAIL, it has over 2.4 billion

for

tonnes of iron ore deposits in
three mines — Chiria, Gua
and Mandharpur. Chiria is the
second-largest iron ore mine
in the world. The quality of
the mines is also among the
best. Coking coal deposits in
three mines — Chasnala, Jit-
pur and Ramnagar — are esti-
mated at 125 million tonnes.

The company reported a
net profit of Rs 27 crore on
a turnover of Rs 1,051 crore
for 2003-04, after some 30 years,
having slipped into the red
three years after nationalisa-
tion in 1972. However, it car-
ries accumulated losses of
Rs 955 crore.

Bhattacharjee, looking ple-
ased, said the merger would
bring UISCO back to its old
glory.

IISCO was set up in 1874 as
Bengal Iron Works by English
entrepreneur James Erskine,
at Kulti. The plant is closed but
could be reopened after the
merger. Burn & Company took
over the company {5 1918 and
the Burnpur gt "plant was
set up in 1939. (Sea

—
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‘West Bengal most
dens

densely populated

g\/\ ; RAJIB CHATTERIEE

(‘)7'\\ STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

Ay
i Aug. 28. —\Thanks to infiltration along the Indo-
i Bangladesh, Indo-Nepal and Indo-Bhutan bor-
- ders over the years, and lack of political will to
! end the menace, West Bengal has become the
. most densely populated state in the country.

With an annual population growth rate of 1.8
per cent, 904 persons live in every sq km area of
the state now — nearly three times the national
average. The Human Development Report of the
state planning and development department
describes as “alarming” the high rate of populati-
on growth in north Bengal and south Bengal dis-
tricts bordering Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan.

Compared to the overall annual population
growth rate of the state (1.8%), population growth
rates in Malda (2.5%), Murshidabad (2.4%), Nadia
(2%), Uttar and Dakshin Dinajpur (2.2 and 2.9 %
respectively), South and North 24-Parganas (2.1
and 2.3% respectively), Jalpaiguri (2.2%) and
Darjeeling (2.4%) are quite alarming due to con-
stant infiltration along the Indo-Bangladesh,
Indo-Bhutan and Indo-Nepal borders.

This acts as an obstacle for the state government
to provide basic infrastructure like healthcare and
education, the report says. The annual population

; growth rate in the border districts also pose a
| threat to internal security in the context of terror-
| ist activities in neighbouring countries from
where infiltration also takes place, the report
states. The report further said: “The extreme
higher population density obviously affects the
| per capita resource allocation among the people.”

THE STATESMAN
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~Subhas

4 \’(\X

CM

spar on Avtar

Statesman News Sen

KOLKATA, Aug. 27. — The
rift between transport minis-
ter Mr Subhas Chakraborty
and his party over the arrest
of Avtar Singh seems to be
reaching a peak, with the
minister issuing statements
contradicting those of chief
minister Mr Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee.

Mr Chakraborty, also a
CPI-M state committee
member, had expressed his
disgust over “police excesses
during: their raid at Singh’s
hotel” on 15 August. This,
however, was in contradic-
tion to Mr Bhattacharjee’s
support of the arrest when
he said “the law will take its
own course”.

Mr Chakraborty today lost
his temper at Writers’ Build-
ings when journalists asked
him to comment on the is-
ue. “Shut up, and let me
speak,” he snapped.

To the same question, Mr
Bhattacharjee, ~however,
preferred to leave the ball in
Mr Chakraborty’s court.
“Ask him,” the chief minister

said.

“Consider a situation
where police, acting on a tip-
off, reach your home in
search of a dreaded criminal
who has taken shelter there.
But they fail to nab him
since he has already fled.
Can the police arrest the re-
maining family members?,”
he asked in justification of
his previous statement.

According to reports, Mr
Chakraborty had said that
police raided Singh’s hotel
in search of hathkata Dilip, a
known criminal of the area,
and picked up Avtar Singh,
husband of CPI-M MP Ms
Jyotirmoyee Sikdar and oth-
er members of a sleaze rack-
et in the process.

Bidhannagar Municipality
chairman Mr Dilip Gupta w-
ho was present at Writers’
today, also had his bit to add.

“It is the job of police to
maintain law and order and
they have performed their
duty. If they have indeed
committed any excess, they
will cut a sorry figure. But 1
prefer calling a spafe a
spade,” he said.
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Sikdar’s hlh:/»lby
« hunts for the ot
‘perfect’ hospital

Times News Network &

Kolkata: The right hospital
with the right diagnostic
equipment that can find what
is wrong with him: that is

" what Avtar Singh, husband
of CPM MP and Asiad gold
medalist Jyotirmoyee Sikdar,
is looking for.

Last heard, the former na-
tional-level athlete—arrested
on Sunday for allegedly run-
ning a sex-racket from the
‘bar’ he owned at Salt Lake—
had tried out three hospitals
that made him go through a
battery of tests. The first two
hospitals were not able to find
out anything wrong, forcing
Singh to go to the ultimate in
the state-run health set-up:
SSKM Hospital. There, the ef-
forts to find out something
wrong with him continued
till Tuesday evening.

‘West Bengal has rarely seen
something like this, where
government-run institutions
have connived to provide a
hospital bed to someone in the
centre of a sex scandal. Police
officials tried to deflect the fo-
cus on their conduct. “If one
hospital refers him to some
other hospital, we have noth-
ing to do,” said Supratim
Sarkar, North 24-Parganas ad-
ditional superintendent of po-
lice (Barrackpore).

And Pradip Mitra, superin-
tendent of the second hospi-
tal (R G Kar Medical College
and Hospital) which tried to
find something wrong with
Singh, said: “I do not know of
his coming or leaving.”

[

R
Avtar Singh

If Singh’s collapse in a Bar-
rackpore court on Monday
was dramatic enough (he fell
down, clutching his chest in
pain after being remanded in
custody till August 30), his
stay at the first hospital he
was taken to.(B N Basu Hospi-
tal) ran it close in dramatics.

He was made to go through
tests to look into possible ail-
ments in various parts of his
body—the more complicated
ECG and USG were done as
well as the more basic tests
on his blood—but all of them
failed. The hospital, finding
him hale and hearty, referred
him to R G Kar (officials said,
“under pressure”).

There, Singh was first
wheeled. into the emergency
ward. After a few minutes of
trying, doctors gave up and
sent him to the surgical ward
to see if their colleagues
there could succeed. But, as
it turned out, notasingleRG
Kar doctor could find any-
thing wrong with Singh.

But Singh’s supporters
(some visible and some not)
did not give up. They then
took him to SSKM Hospital.

g AUG M
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Kolkata: The state’s ruling party
now has a sleaze-bomb exploding in
its face. CPM MP and Asiad gold
medallist Jyotirmoyee Sikdar’s
husband Avtar Singh was arrested
on Independence day on charges of
running a sex racket from his Salt
Lake ‘bar’, placing the party in its
most compromising situation yet.
Singh and the nine others arrest-
ed with him—four men, four
. women and the manager of Merlin
. Park ‘bar’—were produced in the
i Barrackpore sub-divisional judi-
t cial magistrate court on Monday
| and were remanded to judicial cus-
| tody until August 30. But Singh,
| somewhat dramatically, put a hand
| on his chest and complained of
| pain and was shifted to B N Basu

Sikdar and Avtar Singh

Hospital in Barrackpore.

All the persons were arrested
from the same room, police offi-
cials said. But Singh’s lawyer Deba-
jyoti Datta denied this and said his
client was called to the room and

arrested there. All the arrested per-
sons were slapped with charg
der the Prevention of Imiroral
Trafficking Act, officials said.

The CPM and the Left Front gov-
ernment, which the party leads,
initiated a damage-control exercise
of sorts on Monday. One of Sikdar’s
most evident backers in the party,
state transport minister Subhas
Chakraborty, could not say any-
thing other than terming the devel-
opment “unfortunate”. “The law
will take its own course,” he added.

State CPM secretary Anil Biswas
adopted Chakraborty’s “do-not-
know-much” stance. “I have heard
somethinglike this has happened,”

un-

he said of the arrest. “The district f

committee has been asked to inves-

tigate and I can issue a detailed re- !

action only after that,” he said.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, Aug. 14. —
Aami onek din ekhane
chhilam. Jodi kono bhul
kore thaki kshoma korben.
Ishwar apnader mongol

korun. (I spent a long
time here. Forgive me for
my mistakes. May God
bless you.)

These were the last
words of Dhananjoy
Chatterjee, who was

hanged today for the rape
and murder of emmbwmm«

Hetal Parekh.
The 10 s.;:mmmmmw
including jail officials,

doctors and magistrates
were amazed at his com-
posure and unfaltering
steps to the gallows at
Alipore Central Jail.
Hangman Nata Mullick
fainted on his way home
after the execution.

Clad in new kurta-pyja-
ma, Dhananjoy was
escorted out of cell No. 3
at around 4.15 a.m. by
two jail guards.

At 4.30 a.m., the deafen-
ing sound of the trapdoor
opening below his tied
feet resounded across the

on Saturday (left).

PRAYER FOR THE DEPARTED SOULS: Students of Welland Gouldsmith pray for the \.&5&?3 of Hetal Parekh and Dhananjoy Chatterjee
Dhanangjoy on his last journey. — Rajib De and Samik Sen.

jail. Then came the final
plunge — an eight-feet drop of
his body hanging at the end of a
“manila rope”.

The final preparations for the
execution had begun around 10
last night. Witnesses were in by
then. The I-G (prisons), Mr
Joydeb  Chakrabarty, also
arrived early. Dhananjoy, who
had.six hours to live, was calm
and composed, chatting with
officials and guards as cassettes
of devotional songs by Anup
Jalota and Ramkumar Chatto-
padhyay were played.

“He named convicts in other
jails as guilty as him and asked
how they escaped his fate,” an
official stated.

He listened to a cassette of

shlokas from the Gita recited by
the IG (prisons) himself and
rendered to tune by his wife,
Mrs Nupur Chakraborty.

To honour his wish to donate
the eyes, a medical team from
the . Regional Institute of
Ophthalmology was present, but
his family declined consent.

By 3 a.m., it was time to pre-
pare for the gallows with a
mandatory bath followed by
puja, Chandipath and readings
from the Gita. His father’s pho-
tograph was placed in front.

As he stood on the execution
platform, hangman Nata Mull-
ick bowed and begged forgive-
ness for the act he was about to
perform. “I am innocent. They

are Kkilling me,” Dhananjoy told
Nata. He then requested the jail’s
retired doctor to take custody of his
holy books and uttered his last
words to the jail staff.

Thereafter, his legs were tied and
head covered with a black hood.
Nata then tied the noose and
pulled the lever at the signal of the
wﬁz super, Mr Ronojit Mondal.

“He didn’t writhe in pain and the
body became still immediately,”
witnesses said. After medical offi-
cers pronounced him dead, the
body was brought down and sent
for autopsy. As his family didn’t
claim the body, it was handed over
to the Hindu Satkar Samiti whose
hearse carried it to the Keoratola
crematorium at 6.15 a.m.

_____INSIDE_____

B City stays with Dhananjoy
till the end: page 6

W Relatives deny his last
wish: page 6

W Nata faints after —.m:c.:a
page 7

M Justice done, say Hetai
peers: page 7

——
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“Pacts signed for Kulp

KOLKATA, Aug. 11. — The state
government today signed a set of
eight agreements on development
and concession of the proposed
Kulpi port and its adjoining special
economic zone with Bengal Port
Limited — a consortium which has
for its major partner P&O, a Brit-
ain-based global port operating ma-
jor.

The consortium company, com-
prising two other Indian firms,
namely Kaventer Agro Limited and
Mukand Limited besides the for-
eign stakeholder, would invest $235
million as per estimated project
cost.

The agreements were signed at
the Writers’ Buildings this morning
in the presence of the Chief Minis-
ter, Mr Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee,
and the commerce and industries
minister ,Mr Nirupam Sen, bringing
to an end a decade long wait for its
construction. The pacts included
the port conversion agreement, the
SEZ development agreement, land

acqmsmon and leasing agreemen
land-lease agreement, social re-
sponsibility agreement, and share
subscription agreement of BPL.
On the government’s behalf, Dr
Sabyasachi Sen, commerce and in-
dustries secretary, and Dr Gopal
Krishna, West Bengal Industrial
Development Corporation MD,
were signatories to the agreements.
The port, third on the state’s
map after Kolkata and Haldia and
which involves construction of a
container terminal and twin multi-

purpose berths, and the adjacent-

SEZ would be built over an plot of
3000 acres which is to be provided
by the state government at a subsi-
dised rate.

Each of the two berths would
have a potential capacity of about
0.5 million teu and comprise 350
metres of quay line. The port will
target both containerised and gen-
eral cargo, company officials said.

Depending upon the outcome of
feasibility studies and progress in
state government infrastructure

support, the first berth would be :

operational by 2007 and the second
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after 2009, théy ed

P&O will hav, nghts to acquire
69 per cent of Kuulpi Port Company
to which BPL will assign a 50-year
concession (o develop, operate and
maintain the port, it was further
learnt. Defining the agreement
signing occasion as a “golden mo-
ment” and one that would “attract
more investments to this state”, the
chief minister said: “The number of
people to be employed at Kulpi
would be known only after the de-
tajl project report is prepared.” Mr
Bhattacharjee confirmed that the
government s already into the land
acquisition process.

Refuting possibilities of an ad-
verse impact on the two existing
ports, Mr Bhattacharjee said: “The
three ports will be complementary
to each other.” He also took the op-
portunity to declare that a fourth
port is being envisaged upon by the
Centre at Sagar Island in South 24-
Parganas.

Mr Richard Hein, chairman and
MD, P&O Ports, said he was deligh-
ted to be back at the city from where

his company took off years ago/

172 p6 "W



'9)ep Jo a3ueyo e jsenbaa
0} Aepo} I9)STUTAl JOTUD 8} pue
JOUISA0L) 9Y3 }9W OS[e S|81I[eUoS
-Xod JULUTWID [BIDASS . ;[ONJ0 0S
9Q JUSWUIBA03 89U} Pnod Moy
Kepylaiq sty st #1 1snany,, :pres
Joyjoaq J9p[@ s.Aolueueyq
nseq Jeyyss 9)ed0A
-pe [RUTWILID PIjJOU pres  ‘om] JI0
Aep € Ul sTy) Jsurese paqiy aq [[im
uonitled v Apowual [e3e] Joyiang
¥Yoos 0} IYSLI 8y} Wiy SurLusp 0}
SJUNOWE SIY,], JOP.I0 SIUIPISaId

oy} Jo Adod e Wty SUTAL3 JnOYIIM
JouosIId psuwapuod 1sIom 3y}
USAS 9J1109X3 0} ATBJ 10U S }],, "UoN}
-09[ax sjuapisedd oyl Surdus
-Teys 1ano) swsadng oyl 9A0UW 0}
PapIoap SNy} aaey sIsime] ST
Kofueuey( J0 WY 0) UdALS
u99q sey J9pao syl jo Adoo ou
g Adoo e 103 3uryse Aepanjeg
UO. S9LIR}8I09S 9WoY dle)s pue
UOoTu[) pue Jusplsald ayjl 0} 181391
B popjIuIqns pey ‘ysexid Jeyionq
STH "uonnead AoJaw STy Surjoafox

J9pI0 SJuspisald sy} Jo Adoo e
uaAIS uaeq jusey Asofueusyq
'9sed STy} ur Ajd
-de 3,useop JUTR.IISU0D Aep-17 9y}
‘syeedde AdJow UO JUS[IS ST 9p0d
[rel 8y} 9dOuls jey) Sploy Jusw
-u1aA08 9y} ng oo} ‘sresdde
AdJouwl Jo 9seo Ul ploy jsnut swes
9Ul aad1[dq A9l "1anod Xode
a9y} Aq reedde s1y jo uonoafoa
91} JO sAep g UIU}IM PaINdaxa
9 J0u pPInoys Jsuostad pauwep
-109 € 18] UMOp sAe[ Kes Aay)

‘9poY [rep duy Jo 116 SNy U0
-No9xe 9Y3  Sulysind,, ST JUSUIUIS
-A03 93 939[[e SIeAme] STy Ing
"S9}BUIUL IS0 183Ul
0] pamof[e 89 1, uom pue ‘gl 'ON
‘T[99 STY 03 paurjuod 8q (s Aof
-ueuey(] ‘SABp 9911} 1XoU Y3} 104
‘pres Alieqeayey) ‘sIaquiaul ATt
-urej sty 03 3uas aq [[IM onbrunw
-wod e pue AofueueqQ 03 psled
TUNWWOD U99q SBY SMau 9],
jeyadaned ul J9paniu JI0J peino
-9X9 8J9m UeULIRY Jewnyng pue

Teas Yolpaey usym ‘ode sieok 11
90erd 3001 91els o) Ul Juiduey
1sel oy, Aepol Ayreqeiyey)d
gpAop (M0SLId) OI PTes ‘Tref [ex
-u9) aJ0dify Je we g% e soerd
aye} [[1m Sutsuey o], Kepylriq
sastdex Jo[(Iy 9yl oq 0} suad
-deq YOTUYM ‘FT ISNENY U0 93(19)
-yeyn Aofueuey( 3uey 03 paprd
-9p SBY JUSWIUIRA0S A LV.LS HHL

/// 01 1sMSNY ‘DIDYI0Y
n@ / &/X Ewc:camwﬁcoeﬂ

siafme] aouajap Aes ‘aanou Aep-Jz 191Au0d sulfuap Ag Suoim J 108 sey ajels

we ()g"F 41 Sny :Suuey Lolweuryq

1 4 A6 004

yoT N TVES

iDL



“eAzepyieyq dipead
juaprsaad = Surjiom 004
pres ,‘[ieu pue yjoo} pasod
-do oq Jsnut pue f{ig SIYSLI 11
-ATO-JJUR ‘TeuonMIIsuo)-1jue
‘OnBIOWAP-TIUE B ST SIY],
‘(WIdD 9w Jo Ajnroyine
Teonrfod ay3 pue pieoq ay}
0} IopuaLINS 013ng uonido ou
aarY [TIm apdoad a3 0S ‘sesed
TediwiLI> Ul syjuow 991y}
Io EmEHSmE%E Japao pue
y¥e] 1 sy 01 dn auty SUTA1IED
saseo ojul a3es1i] o) Jemod
oY} aAey [[Im pJeoq 9L,

‘Tesuag reana ui
1001, )JO'T 93 Jo seanssaid
a1 01 quunoons afdoad oy}
oyew pue seale [BINI 9}
woxj Afeerdwos uonisoddo

JpesLiq [[Ig uonesHI-nue e1114 'SUTOl Bua

U} o aALID (IIm TMIF ST}
s9AsTeq ‘T 9U3 ‘Jo Uozonp
-oqyu a3 pesoddo pue ansst
3y} 03 uo payolel jeyy Axred
uonitsodd() 3ISA1} oY) Sem
yorym ‘ssaaduo)) 9elg
“eAtunyg yseue pappe
« WOTIMINSUOD UBTpU] 3y} JO
UuoT1B[OlA ST SIY], jseade Ted
N1 9y} JI0J I9YJoUe pue sed
-Je weqin sy} oy Axerorpnf
auo0 3utary JO A11SS929U 3}
St 1eUM ‘Tedueg ur (AIdO
o131 Aq pa[n.a AQysou aae jey}
sanures jeleyoued Aq peing
-11SU02 8( [[IM PUR SATIRIUSS
-aadaa peonytjod v ostxduiod
11 pieog UOTEI[IOUOD
Y} “Jefepy O] Sy} juasad
-dea [uim Auoyine ferorpn{

B o[IYM asneday ‘palearjout
£1reoniiod s1 31 pue AFerorp
-n{ oyy sassed4q [11d 9YL,,
“eATunyg yseuep A1ejal
-08s rersuad HOd payse . ‘qof
9} Op ueO J[os)I Je[epY 01
8} uaym [[td paeog uoinl
-RI[[OU0) Uo1esnIT-21d oyl
suronposiur  Jo  A3Ss9%’U
Y} ST JeUyMm ‘S8UBISWNIIID
a3 Jepuy),, ‘'sfoas] bnyel pue
Woo[q 03 dn pepusixa pue
popuslue sem (I IB[EPV
3071 84} ‘¥00Z-£00g U1 Ing
‘pasnpox}
-ut aq 03 pey [[1g au3 ‘s[8ad]
bnyel oy pue ¥oo1g ay3 o3 dn
puaixs j0U PIp JeEpVY O]
a1} 9ours eyl ajquead sy)
Ul psuoniusui sem 31 JUOIL

9jor1 81} 4q peonpoLyul 3say
stm [[1g pieod uonelouo)
uonednrT-edd oul usym
‘€00z Ul eyl no pajutod
saopes]’ mmwum:oo ajels

- JJtg aydoad- -fjue ‘parearjowr
Amreontod e, se'wae) A8y
1eym sutede issjoad o) peoy
TUOUWIYsey [uey 1B 199t
pmom 1By} saiffel szrued
-10 TIim Alxed oyl jo syuun
PLOSIp Inog 3y} LA10 ey
Ul puy 's3€lS 9yl Uul 8dyjo
$.91eJ1SI3eW 131.SIP 2y} [Je
JO JUO0JJ Ul uoTjRJIISUOUWID
ur-i1s JInoy-gi e youne|
Tl ssa13uo) 91elS aul ‘11
Isndny WO ‘[{ig preog uon
“eIIOUO0) Pyl JO UOTIONpOI]
-ut auy) am ege ammao‘a o&

'8910170d 87doad-13ue 3T Yim
PenNuUIIU0d 3 JI 213Ud) Ay} Je
JUSMUIA0S V1 DPI[-Ssea8
-uo) ay} 03 jaoddns areyy Sur
-NUTIU0D I9PISU0D PNoM 1Je]
a1 1yl Sutusieaaiy) 10 9s0g
uewing UBULITEYD JUOLT 1o']
pue semsig [Iuy AJe}aJoos
9181S (IO 9U} PIZIOTILID
OSTE SI9PRI] $$213U0)) UL
'9)€38 9} JO Seade [eand
oy} ur 1Itd pJaeog UuoneILo
-u0)) UoT3e3nT-04d oyl 8anp
-043UT 03 3UtA1} J0) JUSWUIS
503 U014 3J9T 9y} Jsurede
ludugAow e youne] 0} 189S

[fe ST $3318u0) HIVLS HHL

Q,Z .T.m IsnEny ‘vroY105

/wo\ eYIeg WRPULIY

ek

P
i

10 AU

THF iy ic TAN Y Eg



/Lawl cuna on
5 mercy plea
worrles state

Indian executed |

KOLKATA, Aug. 5. — The
Union home ministry’s
communique that it has
lifted its earlier order to
stay Dhananjoy Chatterj-
ee’s execution, following
the President’s rejection of
the mercy petition, reach-
ed the state government
this afternoon.

That, however, seems to
have left the government
more confused than ever
with both ministers and
officials tightlipped on the
steps that need to be taken
to carry out the execution
order. Reason: the govern-
ment doesn’t want to be
reduced to a laughing stock
yet again merely because of
a lacuna in the law.

Jail minister Mr Biswan-
ath Chowdhury confirmed
that the home ministry’s
fax, addressed to judicial
secretary Mr Shyamal Ka-
nti Chakraborty and jail se-
cretary Mr PK Agarwal, ar-
rived around 3 p.m. today.

in Indonesia

JAKARTA/KOLKATA, Aug. 5.
— As India, especially Kolka-
ta, discusses the wrongs and
rights of hanging Dhananjoy
Chatterjee, the capital punish-
ment debate erupted afresh
today, with Indonesia executi-
ng an elderly indian arrested
in 1994 for smuggfing 12 kg of
heroin into the country. Indon-
esia carried out the execution
— the first in three years —
despite international criticism
and last-minute appeals by
the Indian government, Amne-
sty International and the EU.
Ayodhya Prasad Chaubey
(67), a Muslim convert, faced
the firing squad in Medan, ca-
pital of North Sumatra provin-
ce. “He was executed by a
firing squad and buried at a
Mustim cemetery,” said a
spokesman for the attorney-
general. The execution comes
as Indonesia struggles to
contain a growing drug
problem. — SNS & AFP

The message states: “In view of the President’s rejection
of Dhananjoy’s mercy petition, the ministry’s earlier order,
dated 24 June and which stalled the execution, now stands
withdrawn.” Refusing to “add a word to the above state-
ment”, the minister said that Dhananjoy “is maintaining
sound health”. The judicial secretary said: “The govern-
ment is now almost a laughing stock after the execution
order was stalled twice. There is a lacuna in the law in so
- far as it imposes no limit to the number of mercy petitions
that can be made for a convict. Hence the possibilities of
what can happen next are endless. We are examining all
such possibilities but are yet to decide on what steps are to
be taken to avoid any further delay in carrying out the exe-
cution order. This, in any case, has been the feature for the
past 11 years and the government is not to be blamed.”

Hangman turns sordid salesman: Kolkata Plus I
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—~Kalam rejects Dhananjoy’s

-

|
\
By Our Special orrespondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 4. The mercy
petition of the death row con-
vict, Dhananjoy Chatterjee, has
been rejected by the President,
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam.

He was given the death sen-
tence for raping and murdering
a l4syear-old schoolgirl in
1990.

The decision was conveyed
to the Union Home Ministry
yesterday and it would be offi-
cially communicated to the
West Bengal Government, offi-

cial sources said.

. Legal experts consulted

! The President’s decision to

‘turn down the petition came

after discussions with legal ex-
perts, including Attorney Gen-
eral Milon Banerji. The
convict’s relatives had rushed a
jast-minute mercy petition
when the date for his execution

| For and against execution: |
Page 11 i

was set for June 25. His par-
ents, who observed a sit-in pro-
test in Kolkata in June, found
support from civil rights
groups and social activists who
rallied against the capital puni-
shment. But there was a coun-
terview from other quarters,
including the West Bengal
Chief Minister, Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee, and his wife,

“mercy petition

who wanted the death penalty
to remain as the convict had
committed the “rarest of rare”
crimes. His second mercy pet-
ition was forwarded to the
President for consideration in
June. The first petition was re-
jected on June 23, 1994.

The convict had also moved
the Supreme Court and his ap-
peal was dismissed in January
1994.

The review petition before
the Supreme Court was also re-
jected in the same month.
Again in June this year, the Su-
preme Court turned down his
plea for reconsideration of the
death sentence stating that the
mercy petition was pending be-
fore the President.

THE HINDU
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-~ Bandh cry on day of double whammy

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta, July 21: Mamata
Banerjee found her voice over
two months after a near wipeout
of the Trinamul Congress in
Bengal, but the language she
spoke was of yore: bandh.

Trinamul today called a
lawn-to-dusk strike in the state
m August 2 — conveniently a
vlonday — in protest against the
Left Front’s move to introduce a
-1llage-level pre-litigation con-
iliation board bill.

- Shaking off her despondency
fter the Lok Sabha poll revers-
5, Mamata said Trinamul
ould fight the “draconian” bill
yoth and nail. “T am now like a
rounded tigress. If I start roar-
ag, neither the CPM nor the
songress will be able to restrain
ne,” she said.

“We don’t hurt wild animals.
nstead, we conserve them,”
itate CPM secretary Anil Biswas
:aid  tongue-in-cheek  when
1sked if the government feared
7iolence after the war cry.

Working Wednesday turned

into a nightmare for those on the
roads in the afternoon as proces-
sion after procession converged
on the city centre for two rallies
— barely a few kilometres apart
— to commemorate one event.
Commuters were stranded on
roads leading to the central bu-
siness districts as thousands po-
ured in, mostly from the dis-
tricts, to swell the ranks at Mam-
hta’s annual Martyrs’ Day rally
at Esplanade and the Congress
meeting at the Gandhi statue in
memory 13 Youth Congress activ-
ists killed in police firing in 1993.
Mamata hinted at an indefi-
nite statewide strike if the pro-
posed West Bengal Block-level
Pre-litigation Conciliation
Board Bill, 2004, was passed in
*he Assembly. “We will paralyse

the government. The bill is
worse than the Emergency or
the Esma (the Essential Services
Maintenance Act).”

Politburo member Biswas
was not impressed. “We will get
the bill passed. We are asking pe-
ople not to participate in the ba-
ndh. Trinamul is trying to distu-
rb the prevailing peace by calling
an unwanted bandh,” he said.

The bill has been drawn up in
the interest of the rural people
and there is scope for further dis-
cussion with the state bar coun-
cil for its suggestions, he added.

Somen Mitra, a former state
Congress chief, said his party w-
ould review the issues on which
the bandh has been called and th-
en decide whether to support it.

The bill, aimed at settling
civil disputes in rural areas by a
conciliation board before the ca-
ses reach court, has rocked the
Assembly with Trinamul MLAs
heckling Speaker H.A. Halim
and law minister Nisith Adhika-
ry and throwing eggs at Halim’s
chair on Monday. The Congress,
too, has protested in the House.

At the Gandhi statue on Mayo

Road, state Congress chief
Pranab Mukherjee, now the de-
fence minister, was absent. The
cynosure of all eyes was the
youngest MP of the 14th Lok
Sabha, Sachin Pilot, sporting a
flaming orange turban.
Attracting equal attention
was the presence of water re-

sources minister Priya Ranjan

Das Munshi with Somen Mitra
on the dais in a rare show of
strength. The two are generally
not seen together.

“The Congress should forget
its factional feud and unite to fig-

ht the CPM in Bengal. Those
holding a rally a few yards away
should return to the fold of their
parent party. Only a combined
Opposition can oust the
communists,” said the minister.
Many are returning, he
pointed out. “Sudip (Bandopad-
hyay) is almost in and many oth-
ers will soon join us,” he added.
An aggressive Mamata today
ruled out parting ways with the
NDA and asked “disgruntled” el-
ements in the party to quit. “Dis-
gruntled party leaders are free to
leave the party. I urge you to keep

Mamata Banerjee (left) pauses while addressing the rally at Esplanade; Sachin Pilot (right) gears up near the Gandhi statue as Priya Ranjan Das Munshi 100Ks on. Pictures by Pradip Sanyal and Amit Datta

a close vigil on those party lead-
ers who are in close touch with
the Congress,” she said.

Slamming the Congress’ al-
liance with the communists in
Delhi, she said: “The Congress is
now the proven ‘B’ team of the
CPM as I have been telling for
quite a long time.”

Das Munshi said joining ha-
nds with the CPM in the Centre
would not prevent them from
stepping up a movement against
the communists here. “So far as

Bengal is concerned, the CPM is .

our main enemy and we will fig-

ht the party tooth and nail.”
Citing instances like the al-
leged starvation deaths in Am-
lashol, West Midnapore, suicide
by jute workers, non-payment of
PF benefits to workers and theft
of Tagore’s Nobel medallion, he
asked the CPM “ponder over
your own misdeeds and misrule
rather than threatening the Con-
gress every now and then”.
Mamata too tried to embarra-
ss the Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
government by presenting the
family members of five persons
who allegedly died at Amlashol.
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* Explosion sets oil

“«'pipeline on fire..

Battling the blaze near the Mahananda rail bridge on Thursday night. — The Statesman

_$tatesman News Service

SILIGURI, July 15. — A major fire
broke out in an oil pipeline after a pow-
erful explosion ripped it apart, injuring
two persons, near the Mahananda rail
bridge at Kamrangaguri here around 9
tonight. The Army had to be called in to
douse the flames.

Passengers of the 5632 Down Guwaha-
ti-Jodhpur Express had a narrow escape
as the train returned to New Jalpaiguri
station soon after the blast.

Though the police earlier said the fire
broke out because of a leak in the
pipeline, they are now suspecting sabo-
tage. No militant outfit has so far claimed
responsibility.

Four fire engines were brought in to

THE 5% ATESMARN

douse the flames.

Firemen said lack of infrastructure was
impeding their work. The fire was spread-
ing towards the bridge at the time of fil-
ing this report.

Long-distance trains such as the
Brahmaputra Mail and the Dadar
Express have been stranded. The 3144

Down Darjeeling Mail had crossed the |

bridge 30 minutes before the blast.

A railway official said some trains
might have to be cancelled or suspended
it the situation turned worse.

A fire brigade official said it was not
possible to douse the flames with water
since an oil pipeline caught fire: “If we
use water to douse the flames, the fire
would spread.” Police officers have
rushed to the sp?t.
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SENTENCE TO BE PRONOUNCED TODAY

Bapl Sen’s killers
«.«"convicted

#tg'tssméh News Service

KOLKATA, June 30. — The kill-
ers of Bapi Sen have been con-
victed. The 12th judge of the city
sessions court, Mr Basudeb Ma-
jumdar, today ruled that the five
accused — all Reserve Force
constables of Kolkata Police —
“were guilty under section 302
(murder) read with section 34
(criminal acts in furtherance of
common intention), and section
354 (assault on woman with
intent to outrage her modesty)
also read with section 34 of IPC.
The sentence will be pronounced
tomorrow.

The day’s proceedings marked
the culmination of a sequence of
events since New Year’s eve
2002, when Bapi Sen was assaul-
ted by the five constables near
Hind cinema on Nirmal Chun-
der Street. Bapi was trying to
prevent them from dragging a
woman from the pillion seat of a
motorcycle. He died of his inju-
ries on 6 January 2003 at Calcut-
ta Medical Research Institute.

In all, 41 witnesses were ex-
amined during the trial. Several
of them were eye-witnesses and
two of them had turned hostile.

High drama marked the day of
judgment. The five accused —

Pijush Goswami, Madhusudan
Chakraborty, Shekhar Bhusan
Mitra, Sridam Bauri and Muji-
bar Rahaman — walked into the
court lock-up at 11.28 a.m. While
Madhusudan broke down, the
rest defiantly looked back at the
crowd of policemen and lawyers
in the court room.

Soon after, some policemen
asked journalists who had gath-

ered to cover the proceedings to
leave. Though journalists ignor-
ed attempts to shoo them out,
some men in uniform persisted,
claiming they were acting on
their superior’s order.

After the journalists pointed
out that only the judge could
take such a decision, the police-
men gave up.

Around 11.55 a.m, the accused
were ordered to be escorted out

THE STATESMAN

of the lock-up. But the five, con-
versing with their relatives and
friends, seemed unwilling to
leave. Some of them even en-
tered into an altercation with po-
licemen who escorted them out.

Pronouncing the judgment at
2,10 p.m., Mr Majumdar said
though the woman whom Bapi
was trying to save from being
molested did not come forward
as witness, it couldn’t be said that
the incident of her being teased
and the subsequent assault on
the sergeant did not take place.

The prosecution spared no ef-
forts to trace the woman and
her companion. Even the police
commissioner had appealed to
them to come forward and help
police investigate the case.

Though Bapi’s wife had criti-
cised the woman, the judge had
some kind words for her. “In my
view it’s difficult for a woman
who has gone through such an
experience to come forward...
The conservative attitude of so-
ciety is to be kept in mind,” Mr
Majumdar said.

The convicts, however, kept on
claiming their innocence. Vent-
ing their ire on the journalists,
some of them said: “Apnarai
amader phasiyechen... Apnarai jo-
fo nashter gora (It’s you who have
put us in a spot).”

L. 7



.5 Kolkata cops

"\ convicted for
sergeant’s murder

One of the five accused in the Bapi Sen murder case is
produced at the sessions court in Kolkata on Wednesday

Times NEws NETWORK &
AGENCIES

Kolkata: Five Reserve
Force constables of the city
police were on Wednesday
convicted of murdering
traffic sergeant Bapi Sen
for protesting against the
molestation of a lady dur-
ing the new year’s revelry
on December 31, 2002. The
sentence will be announced
on Thursday.

The verdict was delivered
in the city sessions court
which was packed to the
brim by hundreds of
lawyers, curious onlookers
and mediapersons. The con-
stables—Madhusudhan
Chakraborty, Pijush Goswa-
mi, Sridam Bauri, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and
Sekhar Bhusan Mitra—were
convicted under section 302
(murder), read with section
34 (criminal acts in further-
ance of common intention),
and section 354 (assault on
woman with intent to out-
rage her modesty) of the IPC.

Sen, a young traffic ser-
geant, was severely beaten
up by the five when he tried
to save a lady from being
molested by the drunk
cops. Sen succumbed to his
injuries later.

The much-awaited verdict

came amidst drama as the
judge did not take the chair
at the appointed time due to
heavy commotion in and
outside the courtroom. In
fact, even mediapersons
were denied entry into the
courtroom. The judge with-
drew to his chamber after di-
recting that the accused be
taken back to the court lock-
up and be produced later:

The court proceedings fi-
nally started over an hour
late and the judge began
reading the 103-page order.
He said despite the absence
of the lady who had been
subjected to teasing, the
prosecution had been able
to establish the case against
the accused. Incidentally,
the lady did not even come
forward to become a wit-
ness in the case.

Observing that the moot
question before the court
was whether a lady was sub-
Jject to teasing at the place
and time of occurrence, the
judge said the prosecution
had sincerely tried to secure
the attendance of the
woman and the man she was
riding with on a bike and
that even the commissioner
of the city police had issued
notices in newspapers re-
questing them to come for-
ward, but they did not.
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The portents of the starvation deaths in Amlasole are ominous. And unless the Bengali
Marxists rethlnk their administrative strategy instead of shooting the messenger, worse will
follow, writes BALAI CHANDRA CHAKRABORTI

Homilies, maladministr
media & hunger

AMUEL LANGHORNE CLEM-

ENS, better known by his pen name

Mark Twain, once said, “Man is the

only animal that blushes. Or needs to.”
Blushing makes one redden, but the comrade
does not, perhaps, betray that manifestation
due to his inherent hue even if he has any
occasion to blush. That may explam his reac-
tions to the story of the starvation deaths of a
few Sabar tribals at Amlasole in West Mid-
napore. One wonders if the maverick minis-
ter, Subhas Chakraborty, had his tongue in
his cheek when he admitted that the-deaths at
Amlasole were due to starvation, for his has
been the only voice from the pulpit that has
‘accepted the simple truth. While Kailash
Mura, the grassroots Marxist who actually re-
presents the poor Sabars in the gram pan-
chayat, had the temerity to break the news to
the media, his big brother, minister Mahes-
war Murmu, impressed by healthy children
playing cricket in the locality and huts of
some of the Sabars teeming with hay stacks
and goats, chose to overrule the theory of
starvation. In a more urbane manner, his boss
at Writers’ Buildings was magnanimous in
conceding “a situation of starvation” in the
locality.

Political leaders in independent India have
cried themselves hoarse over issues such as
“the secular fabric of society”, “pseudo-secu-
larism”, “social justice”, “Dalit empower-
ment” and “women’s liberation”, but the
death of a poor, starving villager has always
been laid to rest at the door of some disease.
What is unique in the bhadralok Marxist of
West Bengal is his endeavour to sideline the
gravity of such matters by saying, “these
things happen” - in the same way that Jyoti
Basu had said, reacting to the Dhantala inci-
dent.

In the Amlasole episode, Biman Bose
sounded wise enough to see through the story
of starvation as cleverly “mounted” by jour-
nalists and the chief minister condescended
to advise journalists to visit neighbourhood
Kolkata slums rather than taking the trouble
of trudging the village path of Amlasole to
see hunger. Amartya Sen may be shocked at
the treatment meted out to journalists in this
part of China, as it were, as he has made clear
his stand on how that country’s lack of a tra-
dition of adversarial journalism contributed
to the ignorance of the people when they
were facing dire food shortage in the 1958-61
period. He holds that a free press and the
active and investigative role that journalists
can and do play make it extremely difficult
for any government — whether at the state

v level or at the Centre - to get away with neg-

/
/ /‘/

lecting prompt and extensive measures at the
first signs of entitlements of a large section of
population being threatened (Hunger and
Public Action, Amartya Sen and Jean Dreze).

The attitude of the Bengali Marxists here
would - or at least ought to — bemuse even
the otherwise sympathetic N Ram who, in his
article An Independent Press and Anti-Hunger
Strategies: the Indian Experience, published in

indicted the colonial authorities. Seen From a
Distance contained remarks such as “Mr Am-
ery’s (Secretary of State for India) speeches
(in the House of Commons) would be more
acceptable in this country were they less habi-
tually smug... Bengal alone contains a popu-
lation larger than Britain’s... Yet, the distant
Mr Amery can imply that her distress does
not by itself justify such adjective as serious or

Pic: SANTANU ROY

WAITING FOR PROVIDENCE: A tribal family in Amlasole West Mldnapore

The Political Economy of Hunger edited by
Amartya Sen, Jean Dreze-and Athar Hus-
sein, extensively dwells on the Coromandel
Lectures of Sen where the role of The
Statesman during the Bengal famine of 1943
is highlighted. There, a reference has also
been made to the “homilies and lectures” suf-

. fered by the post-Independence press from

those in authon'ty to the effect that its rep-
ortage was not “positive”, “relevant” or “dev-
elopment-oriented”. Although things have
hardly changed from those days to the cur-
rent scenario under the Marxists of West
Bengal insofar as such “homilies and lec-
tures” are concerned, the Indian press is
widely regarded as the “mest pluralistic, least
inhibited and the most assertive, or indepen-
dent in all the Third World” (Far Eastern
Economic Review of 18 July 1985). N Ram
specifically mentions that two editorials enti-
tled Seen From a Distance and The Death Toll
(14 and 16 October, 1943) of The Statesman,
then a British-owned newspaper, virtually

widespread.”

The Death Toll deplored “the continuous
appearance of effort on part of persons
somewhere within India’s Governmental
machine perhaps out here, perhaps in
Whitehall, to play down, suppress, distort or
muffle the truth about Bengal.” If a British-
owned newspaper could indulge in such jour-
nalism in British India, it is strange that the
alleged crusaders for the under-privileged, as

the Marxists claim they are, cannot stand the

modern-day media doing its duty. In return
for reporting the threatened entitlements
and deaths of the Marxists® original political
proteges — the poor — the press has counte-
nanced all from the cynical outbursts of the
chief minister and his junior colleagues, not
to mention his political bosses at Alimuddin
Street.

Itis a pity that a well laid out administrative
network, supported by the “crowning jewel”

“(the panchayat machinery) and ruthlessly

monitored by a thoroughly well-entrenched,

ration
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patronage-disbursement agency such as the
CPI-M had not an inkling of the impending
disaster in Amlasole®And “many other ar-
eas”, as the chief minister casually admitted.
That the hunger grew due to the problems
being faced by the tribals in the area in selling
the Kendu leaves they had collected, their
main source of employment, is now well est-
ablished. It is all the more painful that poor
returns for their produce was a problem cre-
ated by the administration itself with a view
to countering the PW and MCC operating in
the area and trying to hike the selling price of
the Kendu leaves. Lack of health-care facili-
ties and drinking water compounded their
plight.

Strangely, government officials and higher
panchayat functionaries could not gauge the
seriousness of the problem when the distin-
guished delegation of the Legal Aid Forum,
comprising retired High Court Judges and
lawyers, visited, nor when members of the
State Human Rights Commission toured the
area. This points to a deep-seated malaise in
the administrative system of the state govern-
ment that has also contributed to the-non-
utilisation, misutilisation, and plain and sim-
ple misappropriation of funds meant for anti-
poverty projects aimed at redressing endem-
ic poverty due to a periodic loss of entitle-
ments of the villagers. We have seen televi-
sion footage of the BDO of the area, who did
precious little to help the poor tribals before
the tragedy struck, taking the poor tribals to
task for failing to prevent what happened.
The Marxists, over all of the 27 years of their
regime, have co-opted a large section of the
¢ivil service into their elaborate cobweb and
sidelined the rest. The inevitable rot has set in
and the symptoms are clearly showmg in the
polity and society at large.

It will only be a small mercy showr to the
people of the state if they now allow qualifiec
and duly authorised civil servants to functior
according to the laws of the land without hav
ing to look over their shoulder for the ubiqui
tous, but often ignorant, party apparatchik
The CPI-M, in its Left Front garb, ha
amassed enough of strength over this lon
period to ward off any challenge from it
political adversaries and the comrades car
perhaps, afford the luxury of allowing th
rule of law to prevail now so that the pegpl¢
of West Bengal can enjoy the fruits of democ-
racy that this land did so much to bring t¢
pass. In the process, the people may even , &

a clearer vision of the present. And of.
future that awaits them.

(The author is a freelance contribut
; .
s/
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Are fair electlons imposs %)Ie in Bengal7

he “few stray incidents” that Anil Biswas referred to
during election to 17 municipalities in West Bengal
meant a shoot-out in South 24-Parganas in which a person
was killed, snatching of ballot papers, assaults on presiding
officers, candidates and an MLA in Asansol and Kuiti and
booth jamming and false voting in presence of policemen
and election commission representatives. All this has been
painfully familiar in recent times. What is alarming is the
thought that Marxists find nothing wrong with it. If there is
" anything to be concerned about, according to CPI-M state
secretary, it is that his party’s workers are at the receiving
end. Credibility is not a strong point with him. Thus he
dismisses irregularities during the voting on Sunday as of no
consequence. He said this when thousands of panchayat
seats went uncontested last year for fear of possible assault
from Marxist cadres. The violence that followed pointed to
a cruel subversion of electoral process.

History repeats itself in the municipal elections with
approval from the state election commissioner. The
administration is with the ruling party, making it difficult to
expect a remedy. When in the seventies Marxists were
convinced the assembly election was rigged, ‘they stayed

. away from the House. This time the Congress and Trinamul
can well adopt a similar strategy. The difference is that
Trinamul is a sharply divided house while the Congress is an
ally at the Centre. It raises serious doubts about whether any
real political resistance is possible. On the other hand, if
there is resistance from the people, it can only be reflected
in an organisational challenge that ensures freedom to vote.
It serves no purpose for Trinamul or Congress to keep
crying foul and hope to pull off a miracle. It seems now like
another walkover for the Marxists. If they have perfected
the art of rigging with support of the administration, they
have also managed to divide the oppaosition. If there is any
lesson ta be learnt, it is that the opposition as a whole must
get its act together.
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SC refuses to entertain
“rapist’s brother’s plea

New \Delhi: The supreme
court dn Friday refused to en-
tertain the petition challeng-
ing an order of the West Ben-
gal governor, rejecting the
mercy petition of Dhananjoy
Chatterjee, who has been sen-
tenced to death for the rape

and murder of a school girlin |,

Kolkata in 1990.

“In view of the fact thatthe |

President of India is seized of
the matter under Article 72 of

the constitution, we close the |

matter at this stage,” a vaca-
tion bench of Justice K G Bal-

akrishnan and Justice P V §

Reddi, said.

The order came after West
Bengal standing counsel
Tarachandra Sharma told the
court that the state govern-
ment had received a commu-
nication from the Union
home ministry that the Presi-
dent was considering the
mercy petition filed by the
convict’s family member and
others and in view of that the
execution had already been
stayed.

The petitioner’s counsel
Colin Gonsalves cited a rul-
ing of the apex court in a sim-
ilar case and urged the court
to either keep the petition
alive or at least give liberty to
petitioner Bikash Chatterijee,
the convict’s brother, to agi-
tate the issue at a later stage,
if necessary.

However, the court said
“we are simply closing the
matter”.Sharma informed
the court that both the Presi-
dent and the West Bengal
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A picture taken on February 29, 1989 at the wedding
ceremony of Dhananjoy Chatterjee (left) and his wife
Purnima Chatterjee (right) in Bankura near Kolkata

Students for ‘exemplary’
punishment for rapist

Kolkata: Even as the rape-cum- murder convict
Dhananjoy Chatterjee was given a two-day re-
prieve by the supreme court, the students and
teachers of the victim’s school on Friday
prayed for her and demanded exemplary pun-
ishment for the crime.

The teachers and students of the Welland
Goldsmith School in central Kolkata, held a
prayer meeting in the morning for the ‘soul of
Hetal Parekh’, the 14-year old former student of
the school who was victim of Chatterjee in 1990.

Speaking after the prayer meeting, the
school’s principal Gillian Rosemary D’Costa
Hart said the students and teachers are
‘shocked and disappointed’ at the stay on
hanging of Chatterjee, scheduled for Friday
morning. Agencies

LiA

AFP GOVETnor had rejected the

mercy plea of the convict
twice and the supreme court
had also dismissed his appeal
and review petition.

“How many mercy peti-
tions will he file? there must
be an end to it,” the West Ben-

| gal counsel told the court.

He said the convict deliber-
ately did not inform the
Kolkata high court about the

i rejection of his first mercy pe-
§ tition by the governor and en-

joyed the stay on his execution
for eight long years.

The delay in execution
caused in this manner cannot
be a ground for claiming a re-
lief from the court, Sharma
said.In a last minute reprieve,
Rashtrapati Bhavan sent a
communique to the state gov-
ernment on Friday asking it
to stay the execution slated for
Friday until the the President
finally decided on a mercy pe-
tition moved by the convict’s
mother Belarani Chatterjee
and wife Purnima.West Ben-
gal’s advocate-general Balai
Roy had said that the state
government received a com-
munique from Rashtrapati
Bhavan asking it to stay the
execution “until the President
finally decides on this applica-
tion”.

On a petition filed by the
convict’s brother, the supreme
court had on Thursday stayed
the execution for two days to
enable the West Bengal gov-
ernment counsel to take in-
structions from the govepni-
ment and report back.a




Bengal verdict
to Delhi:.,,
Hang him

ASTAFFREPORTER

Calcutta, June 25: Bengal chief

minister Buddhadeb Bhattacha-
rjee made it clear today that he
fully supported the death sen-
tence given to Dhananjoy Chat-
terjee for raping and murdering
Hetal Parekh, a 14-year-old
schoolgirl.

“He must be hanged,” Bhat-
tacharjee said at Writers’ Build-
ings hours after the President’s
office in Delhi sought the state
government’s views.

“We have told Delhi that we
are in favour of hanging,” he
added.

On March 5, 1990, Dhananjoy
raped and killed the young girl in
her apartment building where
he worked as caretaker-cum-lift
operator.

Dhananjoy’s execution was
postponed yesterday following
an order from the Union home
ministry. The order said the
President was considering the
appeals made by Dhananjoy’s
family members, rights activists
and Amnesty International to
convert the death sentence to life
imprisonment. The execution
will, therefore, be put on hold till
the President gives his opinion,
the order said.

The relieved 42-year-old con-
vict shaved today after three
days and had a good meal, talk-
ing and shaking hands with fel-
low prisoners.

Bhattacharjee had been non-
committal till yesterday. But on
Friday, he came out strongly in
favour of upholding the death
sentence. “Dhananjoy was
awarded the death sentence a
long time ago and there are dif-
ferences of opinion over capital
punishment. However, in my
opinion, Dhananjoy must get the

capital punishment, considering
the nature of the crime commit-
ted by him. There can be no
other punishment that can
match this kind of heinous cri-
me. As hanging is the only way of
executing a death sentence in
our country, we want to see him
hanged,” Bhattacharjee said.
The chief minister’s office
swung into action this morning
after a fax message from the Pre-
sident’s office reached home sec-
retary Amit Kiran Deb, seeking
the state government’s opinion.
Deb held discussions with
Bhattacharjee and other senior
officials. Before that the chief

minister had sought the views of

legal experts.

Law minister Nisith Adhika-
ry said a strong lobby had been
“active” in having Dhananjoy’s
death sentence commuted to life
imprisonment. “This is appare-
nt from the manner in which
the issue is being raked up even
after the mercy petition was re-
jected by the lower court, high
court and the Supreme Court,”
he said.

Human rights organisation
Amnesty International India
has been campaigning for a ligh-
ter punishment. In a letter to the
President, it said: “The death pe-
nalty is the ultimate cruel, inhu-
man and degrading treatment
and violates the right to life. Th-
ere has also been no evidence to
suggest that the death penalty
deters crime more effectively th-
an other punishments. Further,
in this case, the prolonged delay
in execution (over a decade) may
itself constitute cruel, inhuman
and degrading treatment.”

“In light of the above,
Amnesty International India
urges you to immediately com-
mute the death sentence.”




. SC refuses to hear y
Dhananjay’s petition

NEW DELHI, June 25. —
The Supreme Court (cora-
m, Balakrishna, Reddi, JJ)
today refused to go into the
petition filed by Dhananjay
Chatterjee, sentenced to
death for the rape and
murder of a 15-year-old
girl in 1990, challenging the
West Bengal Governor’s
decision to reject his
clemency petition.

“The matter is being
examined by the President
under Article 72 (of the
Constitution). So we are
not inclined to entertain
this petition at this stage,”
the Court observed while
disposing of the petition
filed by Dhananjay’s brot-
her Vikas and others.

The court, before passing
the order, took note of the
Government of India’s co-
mmunication to the Bengal
government yesterday, dir-
ecting it to stay the executi-
on scheduled for Friday on
the ground that his clemen-
cy petit’.:n had been referr-

CM defends

execution

KOLKATA, June 25.— The
chief minister today defend-
ed his government's stand
to uphold the execution.
“The government and | are
of the opinion that the offen-
der should be hanged.
We've Informed the Centre.
Home secretary Mr Amit Ki-
ran Deb said: “We're awai-
ting sth President's opinion.

Detalls on page 7

ed to the home ministry by
the President and was und-
er examination.
Dhananjay’s lawyer, Mr
Colin Gonsalves, however,

stated, his client retained
the option of exploring le-
gal options if required later.

Earlier, appearing for
the West Bengal govern-

ment, senior counsel Mt

Tara Chandra Sharma ve-
hemently opposed the pet-
ition. “The convict’s mercy
petition has been rejected
by the Governor thrice

and twice by the President.

The third plea for clemen-

cy is pending with the Pre-

sident now,” he stated.
Even the Supreme Co-
urt, while remanding the
matter to the Governor for
consideration, had opined
that the delay in executing
the death sentence cannét
help the convict, he pointed
out. Mr Sharma dismissed
the convict’s petition as
“frivolous” and charged
that they were intended to
“misconstrue” the law.
Dhananjay was convitt-
ed and sentenced to death
in January 1994. The trial
court order has since been
confirmed both by the
Calcutta High Court and

the Supreme Court.
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/ECTUREH WITH FAKE CERTIFICATES APPOlNTED

Visva-Bharati’ s
ex-VC arrested

KOLKATA, June 25. — Former Visva-
Bharati vice-chancellor, Dilip Sinha and
a mathematics lecturer, Ms Mukti Deb,
were arrested by the CID last night. It
was alleged that Sinha had appointed Ms
Deb on the basis of fake certificates seven
years ago. While Sinha was picked up
from his Ekdalia residence, Ms Deb was
arrested from Ballygunge.

Both were produced before the Alipore
SDJM today and were given a day’s tran-
sit remand. The CID will produce them
before the Bolpur SDJIM tomorrow.

Acting on the basis. of a complaint
lodged with the Bolpur police station by
the registrar of Visva-Bharati on 31 May,
CID sleuths arrested Sinha, who served
as the university’s vice-chancellor for
more than six years till 2001,

The CID has charged him with employ-
ing Ms Deb as a lecturer in the university
in spite of being aware of her bogus
degrées. He even attested the photo-
copies of those degrees.

- According to CID officials, Ms Deb had
applied for a lecturer’s post in the mathe-
matics department in 1997, She produced
her testimonials to Sinha who, as head of
the selection committee, offered her the
job. She produced her B.Sc (mathematics
honours), M.Sc and M.Phil certificates.
She joined on 27 January, 1997.

Sinha, who was her guide for a UGC
fellowship, retired in 2001. The university

autho;ities asked Ms Deb to produce
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Sinha leaves Alipore court, — The Statesman

original marksheets so that they could get
her a new guide, But she never produced
the documents. Visva-Bharati then decid-
ed to verify her testimonials with both
Calcutta University, from where she
claimed to have done her BSc and M.Phil,
and from Jadavpur University, which sup-
posedly gave her the MSc degree. The
degrees were found to be false. The uni-
versity dismissed Ms Deb last month.
“She is not even a graduate. She had
only passed the HS with 42.3 per cent
marks. The rest of the degrees, BSc with
70 per cent, MSc with 75 per cent and
MPhil with 80 per cent are fakes,” said
Mr RK Mohanty, ADG, CID. Mr Chayan
Mukherjee, IG (Law and Order), said the
CBI is probing whether the two were
involved in the Nobel medallion theft,
Another report on page 7
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West Bengal st
deaths put Leftin

Our Political Bureau

NEW DELHI 15 JUNE

OR the Nationalist Tri-
F namool Congress-BJP

combine in West Bengal
still reeling under the Lok Sabha
election debacle, reports of star-
vation deathsin the state couldn't
have come at a better time. The
issue has become a political
weapon in the hands of the Op-
position and, fora change, itis the
Left Front which is groping for a
proper response.

As an embarrassed Left Front
government, which has had un-
interrupted run in the state since
1977, gears up to face the Opposi-
tion onslaught, the Nationalist
Trinamool Congress and the BJP
stepped up their campaign. After
Ms Mamata Banerjee, the lone
Nationalist Trinamool Congress
MP from the state, it was the turn

of the BJPto slam “a government
which claims to represent the
proletariat.”

The party on Tuesday decided
to send a five-member team,
headed by Rajya Sabha member
S.S. Ahluwalia, to the state to
probe the starvation deaths, re-
ported from Midnapore district,
and the series of violent clashes.
The other members of the team
are Mr Balbir Punj, Mr B.S.
Rawat, Mr Tathagata Roy and Mr
Rahul Sinha. In the just-conclud-
ed Lok Sabha polls, the NDA suf-
fered a rout, with Ms Banerjee
emerging as the sole winner. Re-
ports of starvation deaths have
served to instil a measure of con-
fidence among the demoralised
supporters of Nationalist Tri-
namool Congress-BJP combine.

“Reports of starvation deaths
from Midnapore in West Bengal,
which put the entire country to

arvati

/

aspot

shame, have brought to the fore
the attitude of the party of the
proletariat,” BJP spokesman
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi said here
on Tuesday, adding, “the fact that
the poor people and the adivasis
were forced to eat snakes, rats
and grass have served to expose
the party, which claims to be the
champion of the cause of the
poor and the landless.”

Incidents such as these, Mr
Nagqvi pointed out, prove that the
Left Front government has be-
come a burden on the people.
The BJP leadersaid similar deaths
had taken place in December last
and January this year in the rural
areas of New Jalpaiguri, Purulia,
Bankura and Bardhaman. “They
show that the people are getting
restive and that the Left Front
government has failed to connect
with the problems of the people,”

the BJP spokesperson said. /
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Israel keen to exten

s

Our Kolkata Bureau
) 10 JUNE

with the new government at the Cen-

tre. Ona macro level, Israelis expecting
around $2 billion worth of bilatcral trade
with India in the current year, against $1.3
billion in 2003-04. Israel is also planning to
extend the reach of its airline network to
New Delhi with once-a-wecek flights. At
present, Israel operates twice-a-week
flights only to Mumbai.

“Atalatterstage, we may think of a tran-
sit or direct flight 10 Kolkata,” ambassador
of Israel in India, David Danieli, said. Mr
Danieli was speaking at a meeting organ-
= ised by the Indian Chamber of Commerce
in the city on Thursday.

Israel’s ecconomy being strong in sectors
like agriculture, IT and telecom, Mr Danieli
is looking for extensive co-operation with
India in these sectors. “We are interested in
increasing the visit of business delegations
between the two nations. While Confeder-
ation of Indian Industries (CI) has planned
a major exhibition in Israel in October, an
Israeli delegation will visit India the follow-
ing month. The delegation, having mem-
bers from the telecom and IT sectors, s slat-
ed to visit Hyderabad. New Delhi Banga-
lore, Mumbai and Kolkata may be added to
the itinerary,” he added.

ISRAEL is looking to strengthen ties

- ties with UPA govt

Foraing Ties: David Danieli (centre), ambassador of Israel to India, chief minister
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee (left) and Harsh Neotia, honorary consul of Israel at
Writers' Buildings on Thursday. — Subhajit Pal

Mr Danieli, on his maiden visit t
Kolkata on Thursday, met the West Benga
chief minister Buddhadev Bhattacharjee
He said the chief minister wanted to estab
lish bilateral ties with Israel in sectors lik
agro-processing, lcather, plastic raw mate-
rials, iron and steel and gem and jewellery.

“We are exploring options to organisc
visits of Israeli business delegations, in thesc
particular sectors, to West Bengal. An insti
tutional framework to transfer expertist
from Israel in specific areas of agricultur:
may also be worked out with the state,” M.
Danieli pointed out.

In fact, Israel is already a major supplier
of agricultural know-how to India. Such
tie-ups currently exist in states like Ra-
jasthan, Maharashtra, Gujaratand Andhra
Pradesh. “The co-operative projects has
secn about 5- 10% increase in agriculture
productivity and the farmer’s income. Is-
rael’s agriculture sector depends extensive-
ly on the international market and many
more such partnerships with India can be
worked out,” Mr Danieli said.

Indiais one of the largest trading partners
of Israel. Exports from India to Israel have
grown substantially, to over $700 million.

Major items exported by India to Israel in- 1

clude gems and jewellery, cotton textiles,
drugs, fine chemicals, processed foods, agro
chemicals, computer soltware and
telecom equipment.




Citu, CPI objection prompts rev1ew

./ Govt postpones - (\w
power board split

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta, June 8: Chief minist-
er Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee to-
ay deferred a decision on the
bimal Sen committee report
that recommended splitting the
state electricity board to impro-
ve efficiency and the bottomline.
i Power minister Mrinal Ban-
erjee told The Telegraph: “The
cabinet, which met today, has not
taken any decision on the Subi-
mal Sen committee report. The
CM has directed us to review the
report once again.”

The government was sup-
posed to restructure the power
board within a year of the incep-
tion of Electricity Act, 2003. The
deadline expires on June 10.

Power department insiders
said the move to stall the board’s
restructuring for the time being
was a result of pressure from
the CPM’s trade union wing,
the Citu.

Some of the allies were
also not keen on the restructur-
ing. At the cabinet meeting, CPI
leader and minister for water
resources development Nanda-
gopal Bhattacharya raised an
objection.

He reportedly told the meet-
ing that the move had far-reach-

Buddha: Rethink

ing consequences and should be
first discussed at a meeting of
the Left Front.

General secretary of the
Citu-affiliated West Bengal State
Electricity Board Workmen’s
Union, Siddhartha Sen, said:
“We had requested the CM that
since the electricity act will be
reviewed as part of the common
minimum programme (being
followed by the Congress-led
United Progressive Alliance in
Delhi, which the CPM is support-
ing), it should not be implement-
ed now. He has kept our request.”

The Citu leader also pointed

out that the act does not address
the issue of rural electrification
properly. “It is very sketchy
about rural electrification,”
he said.

Industry sources said the
Left Front government would
not take any step now that
will hurt the sentiments of
rural Bengal.

The committee had suggest-
ed breaking the power board
into two divisions that would in-
dependently handle transmis-
sion and distribution. The panel
had also suggested the forma-
tion of two separate companies
to handle the operations.

After the break-up, the West
Bengal State Electricity Board
will cease to exist.

The government set up the
committee following the intro-
duction of the Electricity Act,
2003. The act says generation,
distribution and transmission
operations of a power utility
should be independent of each
other so as to ensure efficient
supply to the consumers.

The committee had said that
the distribution company, which
will be named West Bengal Distr-
ibution Corporation, will have
five strategic business units.
One of the five units will take
care of hydel power distribution.

THE TELEGRAFH
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» admits

THE TFLEGRAL

sunflower
blllndgr
o

ASTAFFREPORTER

Calcutta, June 7: Chief minist-
er Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee to-
day admitted that the governme-
nt should not have embarked on
the sunflower cultivation experi-
ment without preparation.

“We have procured the seeds
from a particular company for
the first time. We did not realise
that it could be different from
the varieties we used earlier.
They (agriculture department)
should have been prepared
(for the experiment),” Bhatta-
charjee said.

He admitted that farmers
had got only 50 per cent of the ex-
pected yield but said the situa-
tion was not as grim as in other
states, where farmers were com-
mitting suicide.

Last Tuesday, farmers at Ch-
andrakona of West Midnapore
set ablaze standing sunflower
crop on over 4.5 acres to protest
the supply of poor quality seeds
by the State Seed Corporation.

Sunflower cultivators in the
area also threatened to launch a
fast unto death, seeking compen-
sation for the losses from the
poor crop as well as improve-
ment in quality of seeds.

The chief minister, however,
ruled out the possibility of pay-
ing damages to the farmers.

‘A team from Bangalore,
with expertise in sunflower cul-
tivation, is visiting the state to
analyse the output, which has
shown mixed results. The ex-
perts are analysing the soil, wea-
ther and rainfall,” Bhattachar-
jee said at Writers’ Buildings.

The chairman of the nation-
al oil seed board is engaged in
field work in the state, the chief
minister said. “The state govern-
ment is conducting an inquiry
and more than half the officers
of the agriculture department
are on the field.”

However, Bhattacharjee also
said that the crop was good in
some areas, like in Dinajpur. v
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Lightning 1 gmte

OUR BUREAU(}

Rajbandh/Calcutta, June 3: A
fire, triggered by a bolt of light-
ning, engulfed a storage tank
containing 4,000 kilolitres of
petrol at the Rajbandh installa-
tion of the Indian Oil Corpora-
tion in Burdwan this evening.
Sixty fire engines — from
Burdwan, Bankura and Purulia,
the Central Industrial Security
Force, the army and the air
force — rushed to the installa-
tion off the Durgapur Express-
way, 140 km from Calcutta.
Evacuation of people from
neighbouring areas began late at
night. Policemen went around in
jeeps, microphones in hand, urg-
ing people to vacate their houses
as soon as possible, Some people
were seen heeding the advice to
head for safety. Earlier in the

\\N evening, crowds of gawkers had

swarmed near the site, causing
chaos.

The IOC spokesperson in Cal-
cutta, S.K. Tripathi said one of
the 20 storage tanks at the instal-
lation caught fire around 6.15 pm
when it was struck by lightning,

“The tank contained 4,000
kilolitres of petrol worth Rs 12
crore,” he said.

Firefighters said the blaze
cannot be put out. “We are only
taking controlling and cooling
measures in order to prevent the
tank from exploding. We are
keeping our fingers crossed. If
the tank explodes, the conse-
quences will be disastrous,”
said S.N. Roy Chowdhury, divi-
sional fire officer (G division),
Rajbandh.

An I0C official claimed that
2,000 kilolitres of petrol had

x umped out of the tank.
e dre trying our level best to
pump out more fuel. The temper-
ature is rising and a disaster can
take place any moment,” he said.
“If everything goes well, it will
take more than 10 hours to con-
trol the blaze.”

Firefighters were finding the
going tough because of shortage
of foam. But IOC officials said
large quantities of foam were on
their way from Mourigram,
Bakreshwar and Dhanbad.

The officials said the first
task was to empty the storage
tanks ciose to the one on fire. The
20 tanks contain about 88,000
kilolitres of fuel, including pet-
rol, diesel, furnace oil, aviation
turbine fuel and kerosene. “A
railway rake loaded with vari-
ous kinds of fuel was inside the
installation when the fire broke

s petrol inferno

out. But it was removed in time,”
Tripathi said.

Thousands of residents of
the area rushed to the site as
soon as news of the blaze spread,
resulting in chaos on the Durga-
pur Expressway (a part of Na-
tional Highway-2). Jawans of the
CISF and the Rapid Action Force
and police had to be called in to
control the crowd. Police and
10C officials went out in jeeps,
urging people — some had cli-
mbed trees for a better view —to
stay away as they were coming
in the way of firefighting.

Two senior officials —
deputy general manager (opera-
tions) Gautam Bose and senior
safety manager S.K. Mullick —
left for Rajbandh tonight from
Calcutta.

Tripathi said no one has been
injured in the blaze.
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“CPM drops Dhiren, Anju

KOLKATA, June 2. — Chief minister
Mr Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee today
announced the names of Mr Dhiren
Sen, minister of state for panchayats,
and Mrs Anju Kar, minister of state
for municipal affairs, as the two CPI-
M ministers who would be dropped
from the state council of ministers.
Earlier, at a Left Front meeting, its
chairman, Mr Biman Bose informed
partners that the CPI-M had submit-
ted names of two of its ministers to
be dropped from the ministry.
CPI-M MP, Md Salim, has submit-
ted his resignation. Two other minis-
ters - irrigation minister Mr
Amalendralal Roy of the Forward
Bloc and food minister Mr
Kalimuddin Shams from the RSP -
would be the ones who would be
dropped, Mr Bhattacharjee said. Mr

Shams has already put in his papers.
The state council of ministers now
stands at 43, downsized from 48 with

- the dropping of five ministers - three

of cabinet rank and two ministers of
state, The state cabinet will now be
31-strong instead of the earlier 34.
The downsizing comes in response
to a Supreme Court order stipulating
that the size of the council of minis-
ters shouldn’t exceed 15 per cent of
the strength of the Assembly. West
Bengal has a 294-member Assembly.
Two departments - panchayats and
municipal affairs - would now have
no ministers of state. “As per the
requirement of the amended
People’s Representation Act, the
state council should have four minis-
ters less. We have dropped five, I
would be sending the proposal to the
governor for his approval,” he said.
“Though the Constitution empow-
ers me to take such decisions, it was

jqi y taken by the Left Front as this
is\a coalition government,” he said.
he responsibilities of Mr Sen and
Mr§ Kar would be handled by Dr
Surjya Kanta Mishra and Mr Ashok
Bhattacharya, the respective cabinet
ministers for panchayat and munici-
pal affairs departments, Mr
Bhattacharjee said. “I would keep
the charges for the rest of the port-
folios for the time being and decide
on whom to transfer them to soon.”
He ruled out a cabinet reshuffle.
“We regularly review the perfor-
mance of each department and don’t
feel any need for a reshuffle now.
Asked whether he was considering
converting the relief department into
that of disaster management, he said:
“The previous Union government
had given the proposal but we didn’t
quite like it because disaster manage-
ment leaves several smaller aspects of
relief programme outside its ambit.”
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/ 'Communists not opposed to reforms’

‘We aren’t fools
. says Buddha

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, May 29. — “Communists
are not fools. They are not against
reforms. What we want is what the Prime
Minister has said about reforms with a
human face”, West Bengal chief minister
Mr Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee said today.

After a 40-minute meeting with Prime
Minister Dr Manmohan Singh, which he
described as “a courtesy call”, Mr Bhatt-
acharjee said Bengal had invited and
received a high dose of FDI, especially in
the IT and communications sectors.

Claiming that Bengal had received
“maximum” FDI from Japan, he said
companies such as Mitsubishi and Maru-
beni were investing in a big way in the
state . Similarly, IT giant IBM, which has
software facilities in the state, is going
ahead with a major expansion plan.

On his meeting with the Prime Min-
ister, Mr Bhattacharjee said he discuss-
ed the Common Minimum Programme in
general terms and the “success stories” of
his state in land reforms, agriculture, IT
and communications.

“l have not come with a charter of
demands for Bengal... I am not a chief
minister who will ask for packages. If
we've any specific problem, we'll raise it
with the ministries concerned and not
burden the Prime Minister,” Mr
Bhattacharjee said. The state govern-
ment, he said, has been talking to Union
ministers Mr Pranab Mukherjee and Mr
PR Das Munsi on the Ganga-Padma ero-
sion and problems of the jute mills.

Asked about reports that he had said
the new UPA government would “stand
Kf and sit down” at the Left’s directions,

r Bhattacharjee said the report was
“distorted”. “We are supporting this gov-
ernment from outside on the basis of the

$

SN\

Left no problem?

Chidambaram
CHENNALI, May 29. — Union finance
minister Mr P Chidambaram today
expressed confidence that the Left wo-
uld not be a hindrance to the National
Common Minimum Programme adopted
by the Union Cabinet on Friday and
would, in fact, help in its implementa-
tion. Speaking to mediapersons here,
en route to Sivaganga, Mr Chidam-
baram said: “The Left will have a posi-
tive influence on our working. The Left
parties are concerned and eager about
India progressing towards becoming a
superpower.”

He said the Budget would be presented
in the first week of July. — SNS

CMP, which has been discussed at vari-
ous levels and changed at least four
times,” he said. “We will never allow
BJP to come back to power.”

Asked to comment on Union minister
for coal and mines Mr Sibu Soren’s
statement that he would try to shift Coal
India headquarters from Kolkata to
Ranchi, Mr Bhattacharjee said: “We do
not want to antagonise any (UPA) part-
ner. We will talk to him and I am confi-
dent that we will resolve the matter”.

He said it would take some time to
implement VAT “as there are adminis-
trative steps to be taken”.

Speaking to reporters at the NSC Bose
Airport after his return from Delhi this
evening, Mr Bhattacharjee said, “I think
the country will progress under Dr
Manmohan Singh,” SNS adds from
Kolkata. He also said that his discussions
with Mr Singh had gone off “very well”.
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It’s a bird, it’s a plane...
it’ the Bengali

*

'3
LN

KOLKATA, May 26. — It’s bon-
homie-with-the-Left time for busi-
nessmen in Bengal. After all, fair
weather in the corridors of power -

both at the state and Central levels -

“draws friends (not to forget the syco-
phants) in droves. But the Buddha-
as-Bengali-Superman theme of the
billboards sponsored by promoters
of a housing project that have sprung
up in various parts of the city within
days of the 2004 Lok Sabha election
results has left the city scratching its
head in mild disbelief. The chiefly
laudatory, as it were, billboards that
dot Kolkata — including one bang in
front of the Governor House — extol
the Communist chief minister Mr
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee as a polit-

M

—

5 g -
B T
L& =

ical superman, complete with cape,
rippling muscles and body-hugging
tights with underwear worn on top
them in true superhero style!(see
photograph).

And to leave no room for doubt
about their intention, the advertisers
have replaced the ‘S’ on his chest
with, you guessed it, the hammer-
and-sickle. The billboard depicts
Buddha the Bengali Superman
swooping down from the skies with a
crown, presumably meant for the
ruler now installed in Delhi with
Marxist help, held aloft in his left
hand. The legend reads: “Feel-good
factor for King Makers... May Left
make it Right at the Centre.”

Never mind that businessmen,

Superman!

1

real estate developers included, are
still. officially the sworn class ene-
mies of the Indian Left. And never
mind too that the Marxists won’t
share power with the “bourgeois”
Congress which- they have  helped
install at the Centre because it
upholds the interests of the landed
classes, as Mr Bhattacharjee himself
has pointed out! Work on the pro-
ject, a West Bengal Transport
Infrastructure Development Corpo-
ration and Pailan Park Development
Authority Limited JV, will begin only
in October but, a spokesman said,
“awareness and visibility” are impor-
tant. He added: “The Left’s a force
in the country and becoming active
in Central politics too...” — SNS /
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KOLKATA FRIDAY 14 MAY 2004

KOLKATA, May 13. — Even
Miss Mamata Banerjee’s victo-
ry from Kolkata south could
not cheer up Trinamul Congr-
ess supporters. The party has
been wiped out in West Bengal.

Moreover, Miss Banerjee’s
victory margin has registered a
sharp drop — to 98,429 from
the 1999 polls — a deficit of
1,15,579 votes. Miss Banerjee
secured 393,561 votes, while
Mr Deb got 2,95, 132 votes this
time.

Had Ms Nafisa Ali secured
more votes, Miss Banerjee
would have been in real trou-
ble. Ms Ali has just secured
60,377 votes, a little less than
what she needed to save her
security deposit.

Interestingly, Mr Deb had a
lead of 398 votes from
Ballygunge Assembly segment,
where Miss Banerjee had a
lead of 16,215 in the last polls.

Apart from this, her leads in
other Assembly segments too

dropped  drastically with
Sonarpur, Chowringhee,
Tollygunge, Alipore and

CALCUTTA SOUTH

FEARBIEENR,__.._.., .

Dhakuria showing 18,225,
12,377, 13,223, 20,917,21,131
and 13,502 for her efforts..
Unlike previous years, sup-
porters of Trinamul Congress
and CPI-M were conspicuous-
ly absent near the counting
centres at David Hare Training
College and  Ballygunge
Government High School.
Counting was stalled at
Ballygunge Government
school when Mr Deb’s agents
pointed out that booth 55 had
registered 100 per cent polling.
The scene was a little differ-
ent near the Survey Building at
the Gopalnagar crossing
where police had a hard time
controlling the supporters of
both parties who were in a
upbeat mood during the initial
round of counting. But, after
the results of the Tollygunge
and Alipore constituencies
were declared, CPI-M cadres
left the place disheartened.
There was a feeling among
Congress supporters that Miss
Banerjee’s whimsical attitude
cost her party dear. — SNS

CALCUTTA NORTH-WEST

KOLKATA, May 13. — The
verdict was out on city mayor
and Trinamul Congress candi-
date, Mr Subrata Mukherjee,
with the CPI-M MLA and for-
mer MMIC (roads), Mr
Sudhanshu Sil trouncing him by
43,004 votes.

This is the first time since
1956 that the CPI-M has
bagged this non-Bengali busi-
nessmen dominated constituen-
cy. The mood at Netaji Indoor
stadium this morning was
upbeat, with festoon and flag-
bearing CPI-M cadre cheering
as Mr Sil’s margin grew with
every round.

Mr Mukherjee, who trailed
Mr Sil by almost 10,000 votes in
the first round, couldn’t recover
later. While Independent candi-
date, Mr Sudip Bandopadhyay
visited the counting centre at 10
a.m., Mr Subrata Mukherjee
was conspicuous by his absence
all day.

That the mayor has alienated
himself from the business com-
munity in the constituency is
evident from the fact he trailed
behind Mr Sudip
Bandopadhyay at Burrabazar
Assembly segment by 1,291
votes.

“The mayor had said that the
Bihari and non-Bengali popula-
tion is dirtying Kolkata. Now
we’ve shown him who the out-
sider is,” claimed two CPI-M
supporters.

While voters were unhappy
with his decision to impose

ot

Mr Sudhansu Sil celebrates
his victory. — The Statesman

water tax, the business commu-
nity resented the steep hike in
trade licence fee.

The mayor might have also
paid for ignoring North
Kolkata from most of KMC'’s
projects. “The only project in
North Kolkata — the Viveka-
nanda flyover — has been
shelved for years,” Mr Anand
Singh, a Burrabazar resident
said.

Mr Sil attributed his victory
to the “gradual erosion” in the
vote bank of the Congress and
BJP in the area. “We ignored
this community for a long time.
Now, when we approached
them, we found them very
responsive,” he said. -— SNS

\ /

opts code Red

Gloom descended on Trinamul workers across the city and Miss Mamata Banerjee’s own victory from Calcutta
South was of little solace to them as election returns poured in from city seats. The results brought cheer to the
Marxist camp. The CPI-M recorded a first-ever simultaneous win from two Lok Sabha seats in the city, regained
Jadavpur after eight years, and wrested the Dum Dum seat held by the BJP since 1998.

's the hammer and sickle after all. A CPI-M supporter celebrates the party’s victory in Kolkata on Thursday. — Shyamal Maitra

JADAVPUR

KOLKATA, May 13. -~ The
crowd waiting patiently out-
side the Physical Training
Institute in Alipore went
berserk as thev caught a
glimpse of the man who had
won the Jadavpur Lok Sabha
seat for them.

CPI-M candidate Mr Sujon
Chakraborty was gracious,
asking his supporters to be
restrained. And he has reasons
to be. After all, he has recap-
tured the Jadavpur Lok Sabha
seat for his party with a margin
of 78,193 votes, defeating

three-time MP Ms Krishna
Bose of the Trinamul
Congress. g

At 2 p.m., it was curtains for
the Trinamul candidate with
her son Sugoto Bose leaving
the counting centre at Alipore,

CALCUTTA NOR

KOLKATA, May 13. —
Victory was a foregone
conclusion for state
minister and CPI-M
candidate, Md Salim,
as he sauntered into
Eden Gardens with the
chief minister’s wife,
Ms  Mira Bhatta-
charjee, and his sons
Titu and Tipu at 4.15

“He is like a brother
to me. I have been run-
ning around for him
just as any sister would:
do for her younger
brother,” Ms Bhatt-
acharjee said, adding
that she would camp
outside the centre “till
the end.”

So, is she venturing
into politics? “I would-
n’t comment on that,”
she said.

Md Salim made the

rounds of the counting§
centre for Beliaghata
booth 155, which went
for repoll today.

He said: “The pco-§
ple’s mandate is clear.
Eta aamar na,
babur bojhar katha (it’s 4
not yme, but Ajit babu|
who should understand §
this). The nation wants|
m anon-BJP government. |
It should be a Marxist-
led government, with-
out the anti-incumben-
cy factor, as in West
Bengal.”

The mood in
Opposition camp was
sombre.

“Ajit
have contested from the
Congress. All Trinamul
alliances are failing,”
said a Congress count-
ing agent.

A repoll was conduct-

certain of his mother’s defeat.
Trinamul supporters who had
gathered in the morning slow-
ly left as jubilant CPI-M sup-
porters took over the premis-
es. :

Poll observers leaving the
counting premises were hoot-
ed out by CPI-M supporters.
“Kono labh nei, Vajpayee
resign korche. Jai koro na keno
aamra aaro beshi vote jitlam.”
one of them said.

Supporters chose to
attribute the victory. .to the
candidate with a clean image.
A party supporter said,
“Earlier, we were not being
able to work together as a unit
because of infighting. This
time, all of us received a per-
sonal letter from him urging us
to support the party. We did

r

Ajit| §

the Calcutta

Panja should

10  May,
absolutely

ed at six booths in the

constituency today. “Till
last evening we did not

know that a repoll has off peacefully. — SNS
been ordered here. On —

An abirsmeared Mr Sujan Chakraborty
after the win, — Bhaskar Mallick

not disappoint him,” he said.

It was clear that losing

Jadavpur hurt Ms Bose. “I
should accept the people’s ver-
dict. They had a lot of expecta-
tions from us in 1998 and 1999,
and it seems we did not fulfil
them,” she said. — SNS

TH-EAST

‘DUM DUM

KOLKATA, May 13. |
— By afternoon, all
speculations  were
laid to rest. The CPI- |8
M had wrested the &
Dum Dum parliamentary con-
stitueizcy from BJP candidate
and Union minister Mr Tapan
Sikdar. CPI-M’s Mr Amitava
Nandy won by over a lakh votes.

Traditionally a Left strong-
hold, the BJP made the first
inroads in the 1998 Lok Sabha
polls. In 1998, the BJP won by a
big margin. In 1999, Mr Sikdar
again won. There were allega-
tions of sabotage against a fac-
tion of the CPI-M, thereby facil-
itating Mr Sikdar’s win. “In my
30 yecars in the party, I have
never seen the boys work so hard
in any election,” said a district
leader. Assoon as counting beg-
an at Salt Lake stadium, it was
the turn of Mr Nandy’s support-
ers to celebrate. — SNS

The chief minister's wife, Mrs Mira Bhattacharjee,
with Md Salim at the Netaji Indoor Stadium on Thursday after the
counting got over. — The Statesman

North-East
Narkeldanga

it  was
peaceful.

We can’t think of one
good reason why there
was a repoll here,” |

s |

Darjeeling Mr Dawa Narbula {Congress) ! 't Calcutta NorthEast Md Sz I'W(CPI—M)N :
EXIT POLL o e R » o
» OLL vs REALITY Raiganj Mr Priya Ranjan D(acso"Mgl:::ls\; E . ‘r jj o &‘_[‘j_”_[_l 0 i Howrah Mr Swadesh Chal(((r:f:’l:orhtﬂ);
H o ol H -
: Mald Mr A i i -

NDA CONG LF a r ABA Ghani Khan fél::d:::rsy) E E lsllubena s Mr Hannan Molla!w (CPI-M}

’ | Mustidabad  Mr Abdut M Hg S} 1 Mathurapur  Mr Basudeb Barman (CPI-) |  Serampore Mr Santoshree Chatterjes (CPI-M)
urshidaba r annag 0383l ! piamond Harbour Mr Samik Lahiri | Hooghly Mr Rupchan_d Paul {CPI-M)
6 8 28 - M Adi R é h:n%r':ess) E (CPI-M) | Arambagh Mr Anil Basu (CPI-M)
ampore  Mr Adhir Ranjan (co::gret;ry) : Jadavpur Mr Sujan Chakraborty | ?anslk:ra Mr Gurul’i\:sfisg:‘upta (SCPE
S v Tamly r Lakshman Set

. . 1 {CPI-M)

Jangipur  Mir Pranab Mukherjee (Congress) ! garrackpore Mr Tarit Baran Topdar } , ' (CPI-M)
9 4 29 Calcutta South Ms Mamata Banerjee ! (CPI-M) ! Contai Mr Prasanta Pradhan (CPI- M)
Cooch Beh " I.("'rnnaénul Congzr:er;) ' Dum Dum Mr Amitava Nandy Midnapore Mr Prabodh Panda (CPf}
A?oc duae ar I Hiten Barman (AIFB) 1 (CPI-M) ! Jhargram Mr Hupt.:har'ld Murmu (CP1- M}
- ) |l|;ur. d lﬁJ:;chwpsBaxlg lgI:Sl;) ! Calcutta North-West  Mr Sudhangshu Sil ! Purufia Mr Bir Singh Mahato (AIFB)
ik 3 31 B:m?g:rtl MrsHa ':::tlB az: ;n (n_s P; ' . (CPI-M) ! B?nkura Mr Basudeb 'Acharya' (CPI- M)
SAHARN ” sh:a by ] . ' ' Bishnupur Ms Susmltall Bauri (CPI- M)
gar rs Jyotirmoyee Sikdar ' ! Durgapur Mr Sunil Khan (CPI- M)
T - {CPI-M) ' v Asansol  Mr Bikash Chowdhury (CPI- M)
A 10 2 30 Nabadwip Mr Alkakesh Das CPI-M) i Burdwan  Mr Nikhilananda Sar (CPi- M)
STAR NEWS Barasat Mr Subrata Bose (AIFB) | ! Katwa Mr Mehboob Zahedi (CPI- M)
Basirhat Mr Ajay Chakrabarty (CPI} + H Bolpur  Mr Somnath Chatterjee {CPI- M)
ACTUAL | 1 6 35 Joynagar  Mr Sanat Kumar Mondal (RSP) | { Birbhum  Mr Ram Chandra Dome (CPI- M)

said a middle-aged cou-
ple after coming ou# of
High
School. The repoll went i
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"CPM taints poll panel,
alleges links with BJP

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, May 5

THE CPI(M) today launched pers‘onal
attacks on senior Election Commis-
sion officials and linked several of
their measures for Bengal directly to
pressure from the PMO.

Accusing at least one election com-
missioner, N. Gopalaswami, of “defi-
nite BJP links”, Left Front chairman
Biman Bose said the transfer of police
officers and the move to draft polling
personnel from other states had clear-
ly been prompted by Vajpayee's
charges of rigging against the CPI(M).

Bose told reporters that some politi-
cal observers chosen by the EC were
acting in collusion with the Tri-
namool-BJP. One such official, he said,
was the observer for Basirhat, A.K.
Tandon, who had sought a flag march
by paramilitary forces at Bhangar.

The CPI(M) would fight it with a
‘counter flag march’, the politburo
member said. “How many paramili-
tary personnel do they have? 1,000?
2,000? We’ll get 20,000 cadres who will
march down the street with red flags.
We accept the challenge.”

Bose continued to attack Tandon:
“He is a Brahmin. He has brought his
own cook from Lucknow so he doesn’t

NS BIMAN BLAST

n EI ection
commissioner
N..Gopalaswami
and EC observers
hand-in-glove
S with BIP-
N Observer for
Basirhat A.K. :
Tandon has brought own cook

from Lucknow so he doesn’t he
to eat food cooked by Muslims

nif paramthtary holds flag march
in Basirhat, CPM will take up the
‘challenge’ and hold ‘counter-flag
march’ with 20,000 cadres

have to eat food cooked by Muslims.”

Asked if the EC was yielding to
PMO pressure, Bose said, “In certain
cases, yes. N. Gopalaswami’s BJP
links are well known.”

The CPI(M)’s case was bolstered
when state chief electoral officer Ba-
sudeb Banerjee admitted he had found
“some substance” in the complaints of
bias against two observers, which he
had forwarded to the EC. Banerjee re-
fused to name the observers.
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5\’ Now RSP crosses swords with CPI-M &Xe
1

fter Forward Bloc if is the turn of RSP to take up a ho:
Aposmon against the CPI-M. The primary issue relates\to
the “class” character of the Congress which the CPI-M con-
siders innocent of communalism. This is precisely RSP’s ob-.
jection. If Marxists believe that BJP is wholly communal,
RSP also sees Congress as playing up to religious sentiments
when the occasion demands. Hence it finds it totally unwise
and impractical to seek even a tacit alliance with Congress at
the nationat level to keep BJP out of office. This is a minor
variation on what the Forward Bloc declared a couple of
days ago — that CPI-M is mocking its own past because till
1988 it had considered Congress to be their enemy number
one to the extent of joining hands with BJP. The fact that BJP
- is the ruling party cannot change basic premises. The
question now is whether the CPI-M can go ahead with plans
to seek opportunistic adjustments with Congress in states
other than West Bengal, Tripura and Kerala in light of strong
objections from both RSP and Forward Bloc. Can. internal
contradictions be sorted out before the election?

To make matters worse, tensions within the alliance are be-
ing felt in key constituencies. The CPI-M has over the years
almost ruthlessly tried to upstage RSP in the latter’s strong
bases in North Bengal resulting in clashes between cadres of
the two parties. Now effects of confrontations are being felt
in Jadavpur-and Diamond Harbour. In both constituencies,
CPI-M and RSP cadres are totally at loggerheads making it
difficult to conduct a smooth campaign. The hostility has a
long history, so it is an open question whether Alimuddin
Street can call a truce for the sake of coming elections. If
there is one lesson that the CPI-M must learn, it is that it can
no longer use strongarm tactics to silence smaller partners,
Disenchantment and resistance have come from unexpected
quarters, CPI-M can at best try to control the monsters of
greed and violence that it has created.



Surojit Ghosh Hazra
Santiniketan, April 15

IF THE last yvear of the
Bengali calendar was a
dark one for Visva-
Bharati, the new year
doesn’t promise to be any
better. The second day of
Baisakh was marked by
the arrest of a senior uni-
versity official, thus rein-
forcing the ‘insider theory’
in the Nobel theft.

Avoy Mahapatra, gar-
den superintendent of the
university and former
president of the Karmis-
abha (employees’ union),
was arrested for his in-
volvement in the lock
break-in at Uddyan Bibhag
on April 9.

But the police pointed
out that all the recent
thefts at Visva-Bharati —
Kaanch Mandir fire, san-
dalwood tree theft and lock

V-B offi

<10 Vvl
break-in — occurréd in

cial held for lock break

and around the gardening
department.

The CID and district po-
lice summoned Mahapatra
for
Gopal Bagdi, a gardener of
Uddyan Vibhag, named
him during interrogation

“A DIB officer went to
Mahapatra’s house early
on Thursday morning and
asked him to appear for in-
terrogation. After daylong
questioning, a police team
led by SP Birbhum Akil
Roy found him to be in-
volved in the lock break-
in,” a senior police officer
said. Mahapatra was ar-
rested under Section
379/427/411/109 IPC and
will be produced in Bolpur
court on Friday.

Visva-Bharati registrar
Sunil K Sarkar said he had
received a faxed message
from the district police, in-

interrogation after

»

Sujit Kumar Basu
Worried man

forming him of the arrest.
A senior CID officer said
Mahapatra’s interrogation
has brought to light some
important clues. Investi-
gating officers say the lock
break-in at Uddyan Vibag

is linked to the Nobel theft.
“We are certain that the
lock was broken to divert
our attention and it was a
deliberate attempt to mis-
lead us in the Nobel theft
probe,” CID officer added.

If the lock was broken to
divert  attention, the
thieves had also had a trial
run around March 15,
when 17 channels of solar
heaters were stolen from
the university storeroom.
The storeroom is located
opposite the SAIL guest-
house, where the CID be-
lieves the thieves stayed.

“Just a few days before
Nobel burglary, the univer-
sity authorities found 17
solar channels missing
from the storeroom. It was
a trial for the Nobel theft to
test the security measures
at SAIL guest house and
the road in front of it,” a
CID officer said.
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BAPPA MAJUMDIQAND
SOUMI BHATTACHARYA

Santiniketan, April 11: The
CID and the local police today ar-
rested a Visva-Bharati peon and
a gardener in connection with
Friday’s breaking open of the
- gate of Uddyan Vibhag.
* Thehouse of Sunil Dutta, the
‘peon in charge of locking the ga-
te, was raided, yielding the lock
that went missing from the Dak-
shinayan complex. A thick iron
ring, a saw and other instrum-
ents for cutting metal were also
found.
The sleuths said Gopal Bag-
di, the gardener of Uddyan Vib-
hag, told them during interroga-
tion that he had engaged Dutta
in return for money. The motive
is unclear but diversionary tac-
tic is not ruled out. Some other
employees are being questioned.
- Visva-Bharati vice-chancel-
lor Sujit Basu welcomed the po-
lice action. “After our internal
probe is over, we will take action
against those found guilty.”
" Dutta reportedly broke down
during questioning and con-
fessed to the act. The sleuths are

now hopeful of obtaining leads~|

to those who stole Rabindranath
Tagore’s Nobel medal and other
memorabilia from the Rabindra
Bhavan museum last month.

“We consider the arrest a sig-
nificant achievement. We now
hope to find out the brain behind
the Nobel theft soon and nab the
thieves. Interrogation is still un-
derway,” said Vivek Sahay, the
CID special superintendent
overseeing the probe.

The implements are being ex-
amined to find whether these
were used in the Tagore heist as
both the CID and the CBI, now
probing the theft, suspect the
same “insiders” may be involved
in the Vibhag break-in.

“It may be a deliberate at-
tempt to mislead us. But we have
now got a valuable lead and will
hopefully solve the case soon,” a
senior CID officer said.

Investigation into the break-
in started after Visva-Bharati
lodged a complaint, the police
said. This morning, they sum-
moned for interrogation the 38
security staff members and
Dutta, who had first raised the
alarm on Saturday.

“He was giving a lot of contr-
adictory statements to his colle-
agues and to us about the scene
at the place of occurrence when
he first saw it,” Bolpur police
station officer-in-charge Mrityu-
njoy Banerjee said. The other
guards revealed that Dutta was
somewhere else at the time he

- claimed he was near the Vibhag.
,. See Page 9
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Break-in at
«, Tagore’s

nest, again

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

SANTINIKETAN, April 10.
— Security measures continue
to be honoured in the breach
at Uttarayan and its vicinity
with a second break-in taking
place a fortnight after the
Nobel burglary at Rabindra
Bhavan. Fortunately, nothing
has been stolen this time.
Locks of Udyan Vivaga, just
200 metres from Uttarayan’s
main entrance, were found
broken this morning. ‘Secu-
rity beef-up be damned’ seems
to be the message driven
home by those who broke
open the locks of the garden
office, so what if CBI and CID

* sleuths with their sniffer dogs

et al scan the area round-the-
clock.

Visva-Bharati officials
sought to play down the inci-
dent. Nothing was stolen,
they said. Incidentally, there
was not much to steal, apart
from some gardening materi-
al and office furniture.

Though police officers are in
the dark about the motive of
the break-in, they admit the
incident is an eye-opener to
criminal activities in the area.

The university vice-chancel-
lor’s reaction was muted. Prof.
Sujit Basu merely sought an
internal report, as if the earli-
er report, after the Nobel
medal theft, was not enough
to detect the gaping holes in
the security system.

Given that burglars are
having a free run even in
high-alert zones on the cam-
pus, ashramites are raising
doubts about the efficacy
of the proposed security man-
ual, which calls for deploy-
ment of CISF on the universi-

il SN

CTETECMAN

With burglars
having a free run even
in high-aiert zones,
will Visva-Bharati's
proposed security
manual, which calls
for deployment of CISF,
be of any help?

ty campus.

Burglary probe: Not much
progress could be made in the
Nobel theft probe as CBI and
CID officers are unable to
interrogate further the in-
jured scholar, who’s still in
Bolpur subdivisional Hos-
pital. The hospital authori-
ties have submitted a report
about his injuries to police.
The sleuths declined com-
ment on the report.

Police and CBI are checking
all phone numbers to which
calls were made from phone
booths near Uttarayan bet-
ween 23 and 25 March. The
sleuths suspect the burglars
had dialled a Kolkata num-
ber on the nights of 23 and
24 March.
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Tea workers

kill Citu man,

torch homes
Pramod Giri 9‘ %T W

c
Birpara (Jalpaiguri), April 8 ‘H \/1 al

The ghost of
last year’s Dal-
gaon massacre
returned to
haunt North
Bengal's belea-
guered tea belt
on Thursday
with a mob of
about 250 torch-
ing the homes of
four Citu lead-
ers and killing one in Birpara tea garden.

The attackers were RSP supporters —
mostly tea workers — frustrated with the al-
leged high-handedness of local Citu secre-
tary Nandeswar Gope, eyewitnesses said. -

Gope managed to flee the mob, which went
on the rampage, attacking any Citu leader in
sight and burning down their homes. Gope’s
closest associate Singha Tirkey (46) alias Ratia
Oraon was killed while another Citu leader,
Benga Oraon, is fighting for his life at the
North Bengal Medical College and Hospital.

The police, after being held off by the mob
for two hours, finally entered the Duncans-
owned garden and arrested 60 people.

Local RSP supporters had been seething
with anger at the Citu for refusing to let the
RSP-affiliated Dooars Cha Bagan Workers’
Union set up a unit in Birpara, residents
said. Eight years ago, the RSP had pulled out
its trade union from the garden after 12 sup-
porters were killed by the Citu, RSP state
committee member Suresh Talukdar told HT

But on March 31 this year, a new DCBWU
unit was formed with hundreds of frustrated
Citu supporters joining it, Talukdar claimed.
The new union had called a garden strike on
Thursday to oppose the Citu’s “atrocities”.

The CPI-M condemned the mayhem but did-
n’t blame the RSP. The CPI(M)’s district com-
mittee secretary, Manik Sanyal, said that un-
like Tarkeswar Lohar — the chief target of the
Dalgaon mob that killed 19 people at the Citu
leader’s house on November 6, 2003 — Gope
was a “good person”. The party’s state secre-
tary, Anil Biswas, said there was no “political
motive” behind the incident — it was just
some “anti-socials’ attempt to split the Left”.

But the Congress — which doesn’t have a
union in the garden — said Gope had been be-
hind many killings and other “atrocities”.

/
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“Theft of Tagore memorabilia
a national disaster: Vajpayee

\<AO .\ A ‘?y Marcus Dam

SANTINIKETAN, APRIL 2. The Prime Minister, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, said here today that it was a mat-
ter of regret that Rabindranath Tagore’s Nobel
medallion and other memorabilia had not been
recovered even eight days after they were stolen
from the museum in Viswa-Bharati.

“The theft was no ordinary incident,” he said.
Their recovery had become a matter of national
prestige. The incident was a “national disaster.”

The Prime Minister, who is also the Chancellor
of the university, spent over three hours in the
Uttarayan complex that houses the museum. He
went around the museum and enquired about
the security arrangements. The museum looked
exactly the way it did on the morning the burglary
was discovered.

Senior officials of the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation briefed Mr. Vajpayee on the burglary.
He later met the Vice-Chancellor, Sujit Kumar
Basu, and members of the university’s executive
council.

Mr. Vajpayee, who arrived from Kolkata in a
helicopter, was accompanied by the West Bengal
Governor, Viren Shah, and the Union Ministers,
Mamata Banerjee and Tapan Sikdar.

Several students and employees had gathered
at the campus carrying placards condemning the
theft and calling for speedy action as the Prime
Minister’s convoy drove in.

“It is a matter of deep regret and concern that
Gurudev's Nobel medallion and other priceless
memorabilia have been stolen,” he told report-
ers.

“It is also a matter of regret that the security
arrangements necessary to protect the invaluable
items had not been made. The Vice-Chancellor
has assured me that the matter is being investi-
gated and necessary steps are being taken.”

“We need to use all our administrative re-
sources to ensure a breakthrough {in the case},”
the Prime Minister said. Asked why the author-

ities concerned had not taken disciplinary action
against officials in charge of security as yet, he
said that he would look into the matter.

“It [the theft] appears to be an expert’s job.
They [the perpetrators] had come prepared, car-
rying with them the necessary equipment... Itisa
pretty serious matter and action will be taken
against those found responsible... The investiga-
tions need to be expedited.”

The Director, CBI, Uma Shankar Mishra, who
was present, said that Interpol had been in-
formed.

All exit points from the country had been put
on heightened vigil as “there was a possibility of
the stolen items being smuggled out.”

“We are trying all possible ways to achieve a
breakthrough and are working on some clues,”
he added. The CBI is investigating the theft along
with the CID. An ivory antique wrapped in a piece
of cloth was found in the museum last night.

Not directed against me: V-C

PTI reports:

The Vice-Chancellor said the Prime Minister's
expression of unhappiness at the manner in
which the Rabindranath Tagore memorabilia
were preserved had not shown the administra-
tion in a poor light. Neither was it directed
against him.

“I have explained to our Acharya (Chancellor)
the various difficulties the university is facing in
administrative matters. I also feel that several
steps needed for heightened security should be
implemented by making use of modern technol-
ogy,” Mr. Basu told reporters here.

He said the Prime Minister’s comment was a
statement of fact and not criticism. “He was not
critical... only sorry.”

The Vice-Chancellor said he was unhappy that
nothing tangiblé had emerged from the current
probe into the heist. “‘But one has to give time to
the security agencies. It took 17 years for the re-
tum of Mona Lisa.”
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Kinsuk Basu and
Surojit Ghosh Hazra
Kolkata/Santiniketan,

April 3

PRADEEP BAURI, who
masterminded the Ta-
gore memorabilia theft,
did it out of spite again-
st vice-chancellor Sujit
Basu, CID officers sug-
gested on Saturday.
Bauri, arrested on
Saturday and remanded
in jail custody till April
17, bore a grudge ag-
ainst Basu because of
his crackdown on casu-
al workers, they said.
Bauri was one of an
army of casual workers
recruited by the univer-
sity in recent years. He
later became a member
of the Visva-Bharati Ju-
bo Sangram Samity, an
ultra-Left union on the
campus that was agitat-
ing against Basu be-
cause of his refusal ta

grant the casual staff
permanent jobs. In the
last week of February,
Bauri and some other
members of his union
gathered near the SAIL
guesthouse here and
plotted the heist to em-
barrass Basu, the CID
officers said.

Local antiques thief
Jeebon Bagdi, who had
spilled the beans on

Tagore heist carri

to spite V-C, say
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Bauri during interroga-
tion, told the CID that
Bauri had hired him to
help with the break-in
because of his expertise
at such heists.

“Bauri was the brain
behind the heist. His fin-
gerprints were found in-
side a glass case but not
elsewhere. So, it’s clear
he had help,” said ADG
(CID) R.K. Mohanty.

CBI to probe past thefts

Chandan Nandy
New Delhi, April 3

LAST WEEK’S burglary at Santinike-
tan is the latest in a long series of
Tagore memorabilia thefts that have
almost denuded the corpus of collec-
tions at Visva-Bharati. Yet, most dis-
turbingly, the university had hushed
up most of the earlier heists.

The CBI, which is investigating the
March 25 theft, will now probe all the
past break-ins at Rabindra Bhavan and
Kala Bhavan. Confirming this, CID
and CBI sources told HT that in all the
past instances, Visva-Bharati had
“mysteriously and inexplicably” failed
to register any police case. The CBI is
trying to find links between the past
thefts and the most recent one.

Former Visva-Bharati vice-chancel-
lor Dilip Sinha told HT over the phone:
“Such burglaries have happened many
times, causing immeasurable loss.
When I took over as upacharya (V-C),
everything was in disarray. No cata-
loguing or documentation of Tagore’s
belongings had been done.”

Sinha is “aghast” that several orig-

THT HIDUSTAN TIMES,

REUTERS
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A Chennai artist paints a portrait of
Tagore in blood donated by students.

inal Tagore paintings and manu-
scripts — as well as paintings by the
poet’s nephew Abanindranath — are
missing. An earlier, informal CBI
probe had unearthed the involvement
of some varsity employees, including
a former deputy curator of Kala Bha-
van, Robin Pal, who has since died. f/’
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Varsity probé nails admin

Arindam Sarkar W

Shantiniketan, March 31

THE VISVA-BHARATI probe
committee has trained its guns
on its own bosses. The univer-
sity’s exigency internal com-
mittee, set up by V-C Sujit Basu,
has blamed his administration
for the theft of Rabindranath
Tagore’s Nobel Prize medal.

The Visva-Bharati executive
committee met on Wednesday
and stood by the vice-chancel-
lor. But the probe committee’s
report, submitted at the meet-
ing, found flaws in the way the
university is being run. The
seven-member committee did
not name Basu but criticised
his administration for keeping
the medal at a vulnerable spot,
not hiring enough guards and
failing to fill up key posts.

For two years, Rabindra
Bhavan has had no curator,
special officer or deputy cura-

THE HIDUST AN TIMES

Yacant 5osis No curator or deputy
curator. Vacancies now advertisedd

Poor security Valuables now kept on
ground floor that has no strong-roomn ar
madern alarm system. Security panct
set up and mechanised system instadicd

Guards Two guards per shift &t any
given time. This will be rarsed to six, with

men hired from a private agency

Stock-taking Valuables counted once o
year. Varsity tc do it more freasiently

tor. Since 1983, the medal and
other valuables were kept on
the ground floor that has no
strong-room or modern securi-
ty alarm system.

At other museums, stock of
valuables is taken frequently.
At Visva-Bharati, which lacks
modern security gadgets, it is
done annually. As for guards,
only six -— two each in 3 shifts

— guard the rich repository.

The executive council appre-
ciated the fact that the probe
committee did not fix responsi-
bility on any individual. But it
agreed that security should be
jacked up across the campus, a
mechanised system installed
and vacancies filled up.

More reports in Kolkata Live
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By Our\Special Correspondent
KOLKATA, MARCH 31. Even as a
team of Central Bureau of In-
vestigation officials reached
Shantiniketan today to assist in
the probe into the theft of the
Nobel medallion awarded to
Rabindranath Tagore and other
memorabilia from the Rabin-
dranath Tagore Memorial Mu-
seum in the Vishwa Bharati
University campus last week,
initial inquiries reveal the prob-
able collusion of certain officials
entrusted with security with
those who committed the
burglary.

Sources in the university told
The Hindu over telephone that

the theft could be the result of a-

“conspiracy hatched by a sec-
tion of insiders to malign those
in authority, including the Vice-
Chancellor, Sujit Kumar Basu,
who had only a few days ago re-
ceived a report of an inquiry in-
to alleged irregularities in
granting university affiliation to
a number of institutions over
the years.” About 40 such insti-
tutions had been granted affil-
" iation by the Vishwa Bharati
since the late 1970s and ques-
tions have subsequently been
raised about the criteria applied
in granting them recognition.
The decision taken by Dr. Basu
to look into the matter had ap-
parently not gone down well
with a section of officials re-
sponsible for granting the affil-
iations, the sources said.

The report of a committee set
up by the university to inquire
into the theft was tabled at a
meeting of the Vishwa Bharati
executive council today. The

grant of university affiliation to
a plethora of institutions was al-
so discussed. Some officials
who had been entrusted with
the job of handling security at
the museum have been charged
with being responsible for the
security lapse resulting in the

‘burglary, the sources said. Six

personnel of the National Vol-
unteer Force who were on' duty
at the time of the burglary have
already been removed.

The Prime Minister, Atal Bi-

hari Vajpayee, who is also ‘the
Chancellor of Vishwa Bharati,
will be visiting the university on
Friday, it was officially- con-
firmed here today.

He is expected to discuss
matters relating to security at
the museum with Dr. Basu dur-

'\Vishwthar'ati theft

ing his four-hour stay in Shanti- .

niketan. Mr. Vajpayee, who will

arrive at the Calcutta airport,

will leave for Shantiniketan in a
helicopter, according to State
Government officials.

- CBI team going
to Shantiniketan

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 31. After registering an FIR on the theft of the
Nobel Prize Medallion of Rabindranath Tagore and other valua-
ble items from Shantiniketan, the Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) is sending a team of forensic experts and senior
officials for further probe into the sensational theft.

AJoint Director from the CBI headquarters will also visit Shan-
tiniketan tomorrow. A seven-member team from the Special
Crime branch of the CBI in Kolkata has reached the scene of the
crime and started investigations.

A meeting of senior officers at the CBI headquarters here de-
cided to request the public through newspapers and the electron-
ic media to pass on information about the crime and stolen
items. It decided to inform the Interpol headquarters at Lyons,
France, to get information regarding details of crime of this na-
ture committed in other countries and to alert and request In-
terpol member countries to watch out for the items stolen.
Similarly, Indian missions abroad are also being requested to
keep track of developments regarding the theft.

All the exit and entry points on the borders of West Bengal with
Bhutan, Bangladesh and Nepal have been alerted about the theft.
On the request of the West Bengal Government and a notification
issued by the Cabinet Secretariat, the agency took up the in-
vestigation of the case yesterday.
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CBI team to begin probe
v before PM’s visit

/"6\‘7 TNN/AGENCIES ) -
Kolkata:' A 20-member CBI team will be-
gin investigation into the Tagore medal
heist on Wednesday before the scheduled
visit of Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee to Shantiniketan, as the CID has
failed to achieve a breakthrough so far.
IGP (law and order) Chhayan Mukher-
jee said that the CBI team would be head-
ed by joint director, spe-

report has indicted some teaching and
non-teaching staff for their negligence
and the Executive Council will decide
whether the Rabindra Bhavan heist was
because of its own lapses.

There is also some speculation that
some action may be taken on the reported
financial irregularities in the functioning
of Visva Bharati.

The emergency meeting of the execu-

tive council was called to

cial crime branch.

He said that CID offi-
cers, now investigating
the case and local police
would be present in Shan- |
tiniketan to assist them.

He said that despite the |
interrogation of severa
persons, no arrests
had been made so far.
“We are carrying out
investigation on the
basis of all available
inputs. It is not a sin-
gle-track probe.” Vajpayee, the ‘acharya’
(chancellor) of Viswa-Bharati university
would visit Shantiniketan on April 2.

Vice-chancellor Sujit Basu said that the
PM would visit the museum that had
been burgled besides holding a one-to-one
meeting with him. A few Visva Bharati
employees might face flak on Wednesday
at an emergency meeting of the executive
council— the highest policy making body
of the university.

There are indications that the internal

MEMORABILIA

discuss the situation after
d the Tagore artefacts were
il found missing from Ra-
-3 bindra Bhavan on Friday.

Sujit Basu wants the
report by former Justice
Moloy Sengupta tabled at
# the crucial EC meeting to
be held on Wednes-
day. Though it is pri-
marily the internal
inquiry report which
will be discussed at
the meeting, Basu
hinted that the report could be placed
before the EC.”

But with so many key posts vacant in
the 18-member council, those who could
have made a difference are missing. The
other nominated members from the uni-
versity are unlikely to speak on the actu-
al causes behind the present state of af-
fairs. No action has been taken against
the officials who were indicted by the
CAG report for the last two years, said a
senior teacher in the university.
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47isva-l§garatisstaf]ts probe

SANTINIKETAN/KOLKATA, March 27. —
Coinciding with a manhunt across the state,
Visva-Bharati has started an internal inquiry
to find out whether any slackness of the uni-
| versity authorities was responsible for the Ra-
bindra Bhavan theft.

The vice-chancellor told journalists today that
reports had been sought from the university’s
security department and those in charge of Ra-
bindra Bhavan. “We want to know the details
of the security arrangement... We've also asked
the Rabindra Bhavan authorities to report on...
particularly the period the museum remained
close — between Tuesday and Thursday,” Prof.
Sujit Kumar Basu said.

He added that he had conveyed to the Prime
Minister the demand of a large section of ash-
ramites for a CBI probe.

The university authorities, he said, will discuss
with security experts how to make the security
arrangement fool-proof. “The present arrange-
ment has been in place for many years and has
not undergone any modernisation... We're think-
ing of installing closed-circuit TVs and alarms.”

Prof. Basu urged all to keep politics away

fiom the ashram.

n Kolkata, CID ADG Mr RK Mohanty said
police had got some “definite leads”. Vigil has
been stepped up to ensure that the stolen
items, assuming they’re still in the country, are
not smuggled out by land, air or sea routes.
“We've gsent CDs and e-mails containing photo-
graphs of the stolen items to agencies guarding
the routes,” Mr Mohanty said.

One person has been detained at Benachiti,
Durgapur, and his interrogation led to deten-
tion of two more persons in Beolpur. Raids on
the premises of the Benachiti man, Sudesh
Bauri, yielded silver coins and instruments
used to break into houses. “We’ll match finger-
prints of those detained with the ones already
collected,” he said. ’

IG CID (II) Mr Bhupinder Singh said no so-
phisticated equipment was used in the theft.
The burglars used simple things such as iron
rods to prise open a museum window. Before
the break-in, the burglars had conducted a re-
ccee, he said. — SNS

s More reports on page 8
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The possible routes out of Bolpur
for the stolen memorabilia

Heritage heist: The day after

0 Kolkata

I

Campus notes
m Visva-Bharati denies it has
appealed to Nobel Committee

in Sweden for a replica of the
medallion and the citation.

m Compiete list of the 50 missing
items has been drawn
(See Page 19)

m Vice-chancellor Sujit Basu
appeals to the thieves’
conscience to return the loot

GRAPHIC: SANJAY

nyl

3 fingerp

Rahul Das, Surojit Ghosh Hazra
and Arindam Sarkar
Santiniketan, March 26

A SET of fingerprints, a mystery phone
call to a Lucknow antique dealer, and
six detentions. A day after the Tagore
memorabilia heist, these were the only
leads the CID had to work upon.

The preliminary conclusion: an in-
side job by three or four people with pos-
sible outside help. Right now, virtually
no one in Visva-Bharati — from sentry
to top official — is above suspicion.

“The fingerprints and footprints sug-
gest there were three or four thieves,” a
CID officer said. “We’ll try and match
them with those of local criminals as
well as campus insiders.”

Senior officers said they were keep-
ing an eye on some senior Visva-Bharati
officials, too. “We are checking out peo-
ple’s lifestyles. We are asking questions
like: has this suspect run up debts?”

Bhagendra Jha, the Uttarayan guard
who locked the door on Tuesday after-
noon and returned on Thursday morn-
ing to ‘discover’ the burglary, also faced
intense questioning along with a fellow
guard held on Thursday and four oth-
ers detained on Friday.

The CID has also detained two per-
sons in Kolkata. “They were behind
several recent thefts at Visva-Bharati,

THE HDUSTAN TIMES

rints found,
everybody a suspect

including those of paintings from Kala
Bhavan, and were out on bail,” Addi-
tional Director-General, CID, R.K. Mo-
hanty said.

“The thieves must have been veter-
ans and part of an organised network,
for they knew the antigue value of the
articles,” a sleuth said. “They picked
only those that would fetch a good price
in the antique black market.”

To prevent the loot being shipped out
of Bengal, assuming that hasn’t al-
ready happened, the government has
sealed borders with neighbouring
states and countries and alerted rail-
way stations and airports.

Among likely destinations of the loot
are Lucknow and Mumbai, a senior
CID officer said in Kolkata. “A Luc-
know antique dealer received a call
from Kolkata in the past couple of days.
The caller said he wished to sell some
Tagore memorabilia.

“The thieves are also trying to con-
tact Mumbai’s Chor Bazaar in Khara
Tank Road. We have tapped the phones
of many antique dealers in the country.
We are keeping a watch on dealers
across the border, too, and might ask In-
terpol for help.”

(With inputs from Kinsuk Basu &
Sujit Nath in Kolkata)

Related reports in Kolkata Live

2 7 MAR 2004



GUESS WHO’S MISSING? DR WATSON
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An investigator looks for clues on a window of Bichitra, from where the Tagore Nobel medal
was stolen. Picture by Amit Dutta
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Poetic justice chases

e

OUR BUREAU

March 26: Police are clutch-
ing at straws and Visva-
Bharati is banking on
“Tagore’s philosophy”.

Confronted by the lack of a
breakthrough in the Santinike-
tan investigation, Visva-Bha-
rati University vice-chancellor
Sujit Kumar Basu was today re-
duced to making an appeal to
the felons.

“If you did not understand
the import of what you took,
please return them,” he said,
adding that they would be forgiv-
en “in accordance with Tagore’s
philosophy”.

The police said the burglary
was carried out by a three-to-six-
member group of “professional
criminals, possibly with inter-
national links”. However, inves-
tigators could not get a decisive
lead.

The only silver lining of the
day was an announcement that
Tagore’s Nobel citation was not
stolen and that a painting taken
away was not an original.

Pictures of all items, includ-
ing the Nobel medal and several
other memorabilia (list on Page
7), stolen from the Rabindranath
Memorial Museum have been
sent to airports and ports across
the country.

Armed with the list of items
and the pictures, Calcutta air-
port officials have begun frisk-

. ing passengers. Raids are also
-211g carried out on usual hide--

outs of stolen goods on the out-
skirts of Calcutta.

The additional director-gen-
eral of the criminal investigati-
on department, R.K. Mohanty,
said in Santiniketan that two pe-
rsons with criminal records had
been detained and sent to Calcut-
ta for further interrogation.

“All the evidence that we
have gathered so far (including

th

/\/ 7 :
®
fingerprints and footprints) in- .
dicates that the heist was done
by a gang of three to six per-
sons,” Mohanty said. “Besides,
the manner in which the grille —
inside the window — was un-
screwed suggests the involve-
ment of professional criminals.”
The vice-chancellor said any
probe by any agency would be
welcome. Some time after a cen-
tral team started on its way to
Santiniketan to help in the
probe, Basu said he was not op-
posed to a CBI investigation.
Chief minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee, however, bristled
at such suggestions in Calcutta.

“We will take the Centre’s help if
required,” he said, asking: “Why

are such questions being
raised?”
Bhattacharjee will go to San-

tiniketan on Sunday, Trinamul
Congress chief Mamata Baner-
jee decided to go one up, reach-
ing here late tonight. Today, in-
dustries minister Nirupam Sen
visited Visva-Bharati.

The CID team probing the
case has roped in all officers-in-
charge and circle inspectors who
served the area in the last five
years. “All these officers have
served here for some time and,
therefore, know the place,” Mo-
hanty said.

“Though Santiniketan is
called a no-crime zone, it does
not imply that there is no crime
here,” he added. “The involve-
ment of these officers will help
the CID team get gn idea of the
nature of crime afilithe identity
of criminals in th ality”

The police sae%hat it ap-
peared that the ci#fhe was car-
ried out on Tuesday night rather
than on Wednesday. “The thieves
would have needed that extra
time (the museum is shut every
Wednesday) to make a clean get-
away,” an official said.

B See Pages 7 and 8




Usual destination: private collector’

ASTAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, March 25: The belon-
¢ings of Rabindranath Tagore,
including the medal he received
with the Nobel Prize citation,
may quietly go into the private
vollection of an international
collector and never see the light
of day, feel owners of auction
houses in the city.

Describing the stolen collec-
tion as “priceless”, which could
tetch “unimaginable” sums of
money, police said that in all
probability, the burglars would

try and send it out of the country
as soon as possible. It is also like-
ly that a buyer had been contact-
ed even before the crime was
committed, the police added.

According to Mohammad
Arif, the owner of an auction
house on Park Street, it is not
the value of the medallions in
terms of the quantity of gold
or the value of the items in
terms of its quality that will de-
termine the price in the market,
but the fact that it belonged
to Tagore has made the items
invaluable.

1.am both dismayed and surprised by the theft.
. | cannot imagine that It has really occurred.

" Where were the securlty guards? This kind of
daring operation cannot be carried out without
help from inside. A high-level inquiry should be
Immediately started to nab the culprits.

t wonder how the miscreants could enter the

building if the security guards were alert

— Amian DutTa,

Economist and former Visva-Bharati vice-chancellor

“These items, which be-
longed to the great poet and
Nobel laureate can fetch any
amount and it is not possible for

anyone to guess the amount.
At auction houses, we decide
upon a minimum price and
then let the bidders call for the

item. Once the highest bid is
called, we sell it off. But in this
case, T have no idea — it is simply
impossible to fix a price for the
items,” Arif said. “And in any
case, it would not come up for
sale in any proper auction
house.”

His views were echoed by an
official of Victoria Memorial. “A
price cannot be determined for
artefacts and exhibits of any mu-
seum of national or internation-
al repute. It will be a difficult job
1o sell the stolen items in India,
but the price is hard to deter-

+/Other
3

OUR BUREAU

March 25: The loss of Tagore’s
Nobel Prize has left the nation
shocked, but those associated
with other Nobel laureates
from the country said their
medals are “in safe custody”
of family, friends and well-
wishers.

Mother Teresa’s Nobel Prize
for one, is stored along with all
her other awards at the Mis-
sionaries of Charity. Sunita
Kumar, who has along associa-
tion with the Missionaries of
Charity, told The Telegraph: “All
her awards are in safe custody
and they have been kept in a
very simple manner in the
building.”

People from outside, howev-
er, do not have access to
either the Nobel Prize or any
of her other awards because
these have not been
displayed. This is according to
Mother’s wishes, Kumar said,
adding: “The safety of the
awards is nothing to worry
about.”

Amartya Sen’s Nobel Prize
has been kept “safe and secure
in a bank”, his mother, Amita
Sen, said at Santiniketan,
where she lives.

“I have seen the medal and
the citation, but later he

Nobels in ‘safe custody’ |

(Clockwise from left) Mother Teresa, C.V. Raman, Amartya Sen

(Amartya Sen) kept them in a
bank,” she said, refusing to di-
vulge, for obvious reasons, the
name of the bank.

“The news (of Tagore’s
Nobel Prize being stolen) is
shocking and extremely sad.
Earlier, security was not so

2 6 MAR onn4

tight at Visva-Bharati, and so
this is even more shocking. The
vice-chancellor, Sujit Basu, is
like a son to me and is a good
man. It is sad that he is now at
the centre of the storm,” she
added.

Amita Sen said Tagore had
given her a handwritten poem
— written in red ink — titled
Bodhu on her wedding. This
was later handed over to the
museum so that it could be dis-
played. “Even a manuscript of
Geetanjalilies at the museum. 1
hope these are all secure,” she
added.

The Nobel Prize gold medal
won by Sir C.V. Raman for
physics in 1930 for his “Raman
Effect” is in the safe custody
of his son, V. Radhakrishnan,
radio astronomer and profes-
sor emeritus, Raman Research
Institute in Bangalore, accord-
ing to a source in Chennai
who is related to the Raman
family.

Two of the late C.V. Raman’s
nephews, also eminent scien-
tists who had worked at the
Raman Research Institute
and who passed away recently,
Chandrasekhar and Ramase-
shan, had taken a keen interest
in ensuring the safety of
C.V. Raman’s medal as long as
they were around.

mine — it will amount to several
crores,” the official said request-
ing anonymity.

According to Vivek Sahay, the
senior superintendent, Criminal
Investigation Department, if an
international racket is involved,
then they were “ordered” to steal
the items.

“Unless the recipient or the
buyer has been decided upon,
these gangs do not make the
move — the price, which could
go up to crores, is also fixed or
paid in advance. It is difficult to
keep such valuable items in cus-

S

tody for long as the police will al-
ways be on the lookout for
them,” Sahay said.

“We hope that it is the handi-
work of a local gang. As for
international operators, they
have a number of options to
smuggle these items out of
the country. Transportation by
air is avoided, as every piece
of luggage goes through a thor-
ough inspection. The items
are usually packed in single
packs and linkmen at ports oper-
ating for theése gangs hide the
irf containers for ship-

black hole

ment and issue out specific infor-
mation to the receivers,” the offi-
cer said.

“As far as I have heard, the
other option is to split up in
small groups and carry the items
through different routes to the
districts close to the internation-
al borders shared with
Bangladesh or Nepal. Once they
cross the border, they can go un-
derground for some time and
then carry the consignment by a
route of their choice and travel
across continents to their desti-
nation,” Sahay added.

Women create an alpana in Upasana, the prayer hall on

the Visva-Bharati campus close to the site of the burglary.
Telegraph file picture

» FROM PAGE 1

Although the Nobel committee
has given out dozens of medals
over the decades, Tagore means
a lot to the organisation which
still feels it was honoured when
the prize went to the Indian poet.

The Nobel website records
that in 1913 Tagore was given the
prize “because of his profoundly
sensitive, fresh and beautiful
verse, by which, with consum-
mate skill, he has made his poet-
ic thought, expressed in his own
English words, a part of the liter-
ature of the West”.

Sohlman spoke nostalgically
of the documentary film in the
Nobel committee archives which
was made in Santiniketan and
shows Tagore with his pupils.
The Tagore link, he said, had be-
en maintained by another prize-
winner, Amartya Sen, who had
contributed an article on the po-
et to the organisation’s website.

London is the obvious place
for a clandestine sale of the
items but undercover it has to be
because the reputable auction
houses would not touch some-
thing so easily identifiable.

At the Tagore Centre here,
Kalyan Kundu, the executive di-

Stockholm
nostalgia

rector, said: “Sometimes with art
thefts, the stolen object has to re-
main hidden for a generation or
two. The Nobel Prize is very, very
important for us. Although Tag-
ore does not need a medal, this is
a valuable thing for us. We must
do everything to get it back.”

In his presentation speech on
December 10, 1913, Harald Hjar-
ne, head of the Nobel committee,
said: “The academy has found it-
self in the happy position of bei-
ng able to accord this recognit-
ion to an author who, in confor-
mity with the express wording of
Alfred Nobel’s last will and testa-
‘ment, had, during the current
year, written the finest poems ‘of
an idealistic tendency’.”

He added: “Tagore’s Gitan-
jali: Song Offerings (1912), a col-
lection of religious poems, was
the one of his works that especi-
ally arrested the attention of the
selecting critics. Seldom indeed
in the realm of imaginative liter-
ature are attained so great a ran-
ge and diversity of note and of
colour, capable of expressing wi-
th equal harmony and grace the
emotions of every mood from the
longing of the soul after eternity
to the joyous merriment prompt-
ed by the innocent child at play.”

Securit
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Calcutta, March 25: The bur-
glary at Visva-Bharati has spu-
rred the authorities of Rabindra
Bharati University, the other
keeper of Tagore’s legacy, into
action.

The state government, too,
did its bit. By evening, a special
team from Calcutta police had
reached the Jorasanko campus,
even before a request for addi-
tional security came in.

The campus — where the
Nobel laureate was born —isa
treasure-trove, though it does
not have anything in the league
of the Nobel medal or citation.
Some of the items are of special
value, being articles of daily use.
They include the cot Tagore used
to sleep in and a chair and a table

i heused.

There are also a number of
pens, utensils and gowns, all of
which were of daily use to
Tagore, besides a collection of 40

paintings by the poet. g

Worried that there might be a
repeat of the Santiniketan inci-
dent in the city, university au-
thorities have told all security
guards employed on the campus
to keep a close watch, especially
at night. Four persons, including
a woman, have been deployed at
the museum during work hours
(10 am to 4 pm). Any visitor, who
arouses suspicion, can be ques-
tioned and frisked.

“That is the purpose behind
keeping a woman on the team,”
a senior university official
said, explaining that women too

{ am profoundly shocked by the theft. The Nobel
award and other stolen articles of Gurudev
Tagore are national properties. | do not know
whether the university's staff had a hand in the
matter. If any employee is really invoived in the
theft, he must be glven exemplary punishment.
1 feel the matter deserves a CBI probe

could be body-searched.

A special meeting of the uni-
versity’s executive council — its
highest decision-making body —
will be held on March 31, vice-
chancellor Bharati Mukherjee
said.

But before that, the vice-cha-
ncellor will meet all departmen-
tal heads and the university’s se-
curity officer. “The first meeting
will discuss plans in detail and
they will be placed with the exec-
utive council for ratification,”
Mukherjee told The Telegraph.

Officials said the university
has its own security guards and

— DiLiP SiNHA,

Former vice-chancellor of Visva Bharati

scramble on campus

policemen are called in only if
there is an emergency. Help from
the police would be sought if
needed, Mukherjee said, but the
state government — which sent
the police team before that re-
quest came in — was clearly not
taking any chances.

Chief security officer of the
university Molin Ghosh was
confident that the security team
would be able to meet “any chal-
lenge”. “We have a posse of 36
guards and security will be tight-
ened, especially at the places
that have Tagore’s personal be-
longings,” he said.

The authorities are, however,
worried about one particular
day — Tagore’s birthday, which
is approaching. “Thousands of
visitors assemble on the campus
to see the functions and we know
we will have sleepless nights,”
Ghosh said. “But we are fortu-
nate that no major case of theft
has occurred on the Jorasanko
campus till now.”
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‘Nation’s medal of

SOUMI BHATTACHARYA

Santiniketan, March 25:
India has “#¥n robbed of its

foremos ‘' “2of pride.

Ine¢ - pnal robbery
withou ; 4n— possibly,
global parallel, Ra-
bindrana re’s Nobel ci-
tation and ial were stolen

between ' Jesday noon and
Thursday morning.

The robbers broke into Bichi-
tra, the building in the Ut-
tarayan complex that houses the
museum on its ground floor,
through a window at the back.

They also took away a gold
pocket-watch and ring of India’s
only literature — and first —
Nobel laureate, several paint-
ings, silverware, ivory items and
jewellery and a sari his wife,
Mrinalini Devi, wore.

Caretaker Bhagendra Jha,
apparently, was the first person
to discover the loss: about 30
items have disappeared. Open-
ing the gates on Thursday morn-
ing, when the complex reopened
after the weekly break, he re-
alised what had happened and
ran out to inform Visva-Bharati
vice-chancellor Sujit Kumar
Basu.

As national leaders, starting
with President A.PJ. Abdul
Kaiam, reacted with horror and
embarrassment, Basu described
the incident as a “crime against
the nation”.

Chief minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee, who was phoned
by Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, called it a “catastro-
phe”. Deputy Prime Minister
1..K. Advani offered “any help”
in recovering the stolen articles.

Although the 1913 citation
and medal would have no value
in the open market, there is a
flourishing clandestine interna-
tional trade in stolen artwork
and memorabilia.

Initial police investigations
indicated that “insiders could
have had a hand in the crime”.
Bengal home secretary Amit
Kiran Deb said: “A special Crimi-
nal Investigation Department
team has been sent to Santinike-
tan and we are confident of
getting leads in the next couple
of days.”

A senior member of the gov-
ernment, Nirupam Sen, the in-
dustry minister, is also reaching
here tomorrow.

Jha and three National Vol-
unteer Force security personnel,
including the two on duty on
Tuesday night (Vishnu Laha and

Sridam Das), were detained.

The investigations suggest
the robbers entered the museum
through a ‘window a few feet
above the ground, somehow
opening the latch. They would
have spent some time taking out
the screws that held together the
grille and clambered up and into
the room.

Once inside, the job was easy
because the memorabilia were
kept in a glass showcase shaped
like a horseshoe that runs along
the wall with a separate section
placed in the middle. The cita-
tion and medal were in the cen-
tral part.

They broke the locks on the
glass cases and collected the loot.

the museum

Window throtgh which
the burglars entered

«The Nobel citation

Mrinalini Devi

to Tagore

Two armed security person-
nel guard Rabindranath Memor-
ial Museum from outside. Other
than them, two watchmen are
present only during the official
visiting hours.

The robbers took advantage
of the poor security arrange-
ments. Bichitra has burglar
alarms but they have not been
working for over a year.

Security Offie"cf‘ Arup Sil,

Itis like an atemic explosion

NEMAI SADHAN BOSE

EX-VC OF VISVA-BH A KATI

T,

»The Nobel medal made of sohd gold ;

~ Tagore's wife Mrinalini Dev
- =0One Baluchari sarée belongin

ver uitensils, inclu

-A gold pocket watch belonging
A number of paintings by Tagore. -

THE NOBEL MEI

A go!d ring belonging to Tagam i

however, insisted that “security
and lighting arrangements were
adequate”.

Vajpayee, who is the chancel-
lor, called Basu to ask how the in-
cident occurred.

“We are shocked and devas-
tated,” the vice-chancellor said,
appealing for co-operation from
“all compatriots” and closing
down the museurm till the inves-
tigation was over. Refusing to
rule out sabotage, he called the
“Visva-Bharati parivar (family)”
to a meeting tomorrow to decide
how to handle the crisis.

Supriyo Tagore, a descendent
of the Tagore family, said: “This
is such a great shock... it has left
everyone stunned.”

Officials admitted in private
that security was lax and had
been scaled down.

“When I was still working (in

1997), the museum had a genera-
tor operator and two security
personnel who stayed inside day
and night,” former museum
maintenance superintendent
Debiprasanna Chattopadhyay
said, referring to the absence of
anyone inside the museum after
working hours.

Quick to scent an opportum
ty to embarrass the government
before the election, supporters of
Mamata Banerjee’s Trinamul
Congress began an indefinite
fast demanding a judicial probe.
B See Pages 7 and 8
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HE NOBEL CITATION |

Citation los s
irreparabl

Stockholis.. -

AMITROY

London, March 25: The Nobel
Committee of the Swedish Acad-
emy in Stockholm today ex-
pressed shock and dismay when
informed by The Telegraph
that Rabindranath Tagore’s 1913
medal and citation had been
stolen from Santiniketan.

“It’s deplorable, I have not
heard of anything like this be-
fore,” commented Michael
Sohlman, spokesman for the
committee.

He immediately offered to re-
place the gold medal. “It would
be a bronze replica but for practi-
cal purposes impossible to tell
from the original,” he said.

Sohlman said the stolen
medal could not easily be sold be-
cause it has an inscription un-
less the thieves decide to melt it
down and redeem its gold con-
tent. “The sale would not make
any sense because everyone

would know it was his. The _

medal has its gold value, of
course,” he said.

The medal in 18-carat gold
weighs 200 gm. “It’s standard
and has not changed since
Tagore’s time,” he said.

“The loss of the citationis a
tragic loss because it was indi-
vidually made by an artist and
impossible to replace,” he admit-
ted. “It’s very, very sad that this
should have happened.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 p»
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~fonsensus Likely On GNLF Election Boycott Issue

Buddha, Ghising talks in

Darjeeling

Debasis Sarkar gi(\f

SILIGURI/ DARJEELING 20 MARCH
] ALTHOUGH
| poles apart
{ on their po-

litical agenda,
West Bengal
chief minister
Buddhadeb
Bhattachar-
jee and
Gorkha National Liberation
Front (GNLF) supremo Subash
Ghising held a meeting in Dar-
jeeling on Saturday under the
highest level of secrecy. No oth-
er party members were allowed
at the meeting and not a word
was spoken to the media.

When questioned on the ob-
jective of bis visit Mr Bhat-

tacharjee said: “I just came to
see the newly-built Sarbari
Nightingale Park on his (Ghis-
ing) invitation.”

Both leaders were intent on
keeping their discussions under
wraps, however, insiders said
they seemed to have arrived ata
common consensus on the is-
sue of GNLF’s possible boycott
of elections.

Going by the statistics, the
strong anti-CPI(M) bias of hills
electorate that constitutes nearly
35% of the whole constituency,
has always been a hard nut for
the CPI(M) to crack. However, if
GNLE boycotts the elections —
like the previous three parlia-
mentary elections — it will help
the CPY(M)’s victory in the Dar-
jeeling constituency, where the

kept top secret

candidate Ms Mani Thapa, is a
relative of Mr Ghising.

“This will be Mr Ghising’s re-
ciprocation to the state govern-
ment’s favour allowing an eight-
months extension to the Dar-
jeeling Gorkha Autonomous Hill
Coundil body, headed by hin,
that was supposed to expire on
March 26,” said M. Tamang,
chairman of the PDE a five-party
guild, believed to be the
strongest ~ opposition  pary
against GNLE

However, while talking on
the matter, state urban develop-
ment minister and CPI(M) par-
ty-in-charge for the hill areas
Ashok Bhattacharya labelled
the allegation of Mr Tamang
as “totally baseless and politi-
cally motivated.”

The Economic Times 21 w1,
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/WHO’S TO BLA
Naxalites and Buddgg b's’con

HERE are times whe dhadeb Bhattadharjee

comes out with the truth — inadvertently. As\when |

he said in the state assembly on Thursday that the

problem of Naxalites in certain pockets of West Bengal !
was becoming alarming. The problem, he confessed, |
couldn’t be tackled at the administrative level; there |

was need for socio-economic development. What he
didn’t say was that the districts affected by extremists :

— Midnapore, Bankura and Purulia — have been in the

grip of the Marxists, to the extent that opposition
parties are virtually absent. The Left Front has had
every opportunity to reduce social imbalances, create a
sense of confidence among the rural poor and avoid the
possibility of Naxalites coming in from neighbouring
states to exploit the frustration of people. By all
accounts, the chief minister’s statement amounted to a
self-indictment which may not augur well for elections.
Besides, it is clear from incidents like the land mine
blast at Belpahari that police are being targeted. West
Bengal cannot afford to have a Bihar-type police force,
perpetually afraid of being trapped in forest areas.

The lesson that the Left Front can derive is that it is .

not appropriate to drive out the opposition as happened
during the panchayat elections. That only creates a poli-

tical vacuum and if the ruling party and administration |

don’t perform up to expectations, the results can be
.counter-productive. This is just what has happened,
?‘f’-{eavmg the chief minister with no option but to appeal
‘the Centre for help in formulating a common strategy
ulﬁvolvmg the contiguous states. Whether his concern
-has had a soothing effect will be known only after the
~election. But what Alimuddin Street cannot do is to
“overturn the statement made on the floor of the House
== gomething it did when Buddhadeb spoke about the
*'IST hand in madrasas situated in border areas. The
truth, as always, can seldom be concealed forever. Naxa-
lites are a misguided lot and their means of social pro-
test, totally destructive. At the same time, the adminis-
trative problems they have created only emphasise the
failures of governance. But for that, Naxalites w
have been part of Bengal’s social history.

THESTATET2 21y,
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“LF asks EC to!

“tread

Jmesa “Those who allege
that polls here

are not free and

fair should bring

in poll observers

from the UN and

: poters from other
countries’

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, March 20. — A day after
the Election Commission of India de-
cided to deploy special poll observers
in West Bengal and Mr Jyoti Basu re-
acted cautiously to the transfer order
for three IPS officers, the Left Front
today expressed “hope that the Elec-
tion Commission of India would not
take cognizance of motivated reports
and take any action that may demor-
alise government officials conducting
elections”.

“West Bengal has been through a
lot of ups and downs. It has also seen
election commissioners like TN Se-
shan, who made contradictory state-
ments every now and then, and
governors like Dharmavira. It can
take up the challenge and ensure free
and fair elections,” the Left Front
chairman, Mr Biman Bose, told re-
porters after the Front partners met
for two hours this morning to discuss
the fallout of the EC’s recent actions.

Like the CPI-M, the Left Front, too,
passed a resolution stating that the
state administration was capable of
holding a free and fair election. It,
however, added a political punchline
that the CPI-M didnt. “The Front
hopes that the EC will take care to
ensure that it does not get involved in
any activity that shatters the morale
of the state administration... we also
hope that the EC will act independ-
ently and uniformly all over the coun-

softly

try and not bow down to any pressure
and take action on the basis of moti-
vated reports on the law and order
situation in West Bengal.”

Mr Bose told reporters that some of

the newspaper reports this morning
clearly indicated that Opposition
leaders had been making allegations
before the EC about the officers who
have been transferred. “Our stand
has been vindicated by these re-
ports,” he said. “We expect the EC to
be unbiased and apply the same rules
to all states. West Bengal should not
be an exception. EC is an independ-
ent body and should act independent-
ly.” Mr Bose said that the Trinamul
Congress and the BJP does not want
the EC to be independent. He, howev-
er, said that he was not accusing the
EC of acting on the dictates of these
two parties. “These parties don’t have
any faith in the people or the spirit of
parliamentary democracy,” Mr Bose
alleged.
Trinamul hails transfers: Miss
Mamata Banerjee today welcomed
the EC directive to the government to
transfer three senior IPS officers
ahead of the LS polls and dubbed Mr
Biman Bose’s outbursts as a “panic
reaction”. She alleged that the ruling
CPI-M has only exposed its weak-
ness. “Having realised that it would
be difficult to rig the polls with the
help of party cadres because of the
EC directive, the CPI-M has become
nervous and hence is making such
wild allegations,” she said. Elections
in West Bengal have been a complete
farce, Mr Subrata Mukherjee said to-
day. A fair election is held in the city
to a large extent. But there is hardly
any scope of holding fair elections in
the rural parts. There should be a
platform for the Opposition to protest
peacefully against rigging, the mayor
said.
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-~ Afghanistan
KLO training

ground
s

Calcutta, March 18: Militants
active in north Bengal and
Assam are trained in Afghan-
istan by Pakistan’s Inter-Ser-
vices Intelligence (ISI), Buddh-
adeb Bhattacharjee told the
Assembly today.

Bhattacharjee: Concerned

“We came to learn about
this from the confessions made
by KLO (Kamtapur Liberation
Organisation) and Ulfa (United
Liberation Front of Asom) ac-
tivists arrested in north Ben-
gal,” the chief minister said.

“During interrogation, they
confessed to receiving military
training in Afghanistan under
the supervision of the ISL.”

Alarmed at reports of the
ISI’'s influence in the north,
Bhattacharjee said the govern-
ment is now trying to trace
possible links hetween People’s
War-Maoist Communist Centre
guerillas and the ISI in south
Bengal.

To rein in the rebels, the
Centre recently set up a cell
comprising Andhra Pradesh,
Orissa, Jharkhand and Bihar,
which witnessed a surge of
violent strikes.

“We have also joined the

Buddha

%/ H‘? f/ﬁ

cell,” Bhattacharjee said, add-
ing that Bengal was finding it
tough to tackle the Naxalites as ,
they often took shelter in Jhar-
khand after striking in border-
ing West Midnapore, Purulia
and Bankura.

He added that Naxalite acti-
vities in Bengal were in control
other than in areas under four
police stations — Belpahari
and Binpur in West Midnapore,
Ranibandh in Bankura and
Bandwan in Purulia.

“These (Naxalite) forces are
not in a position to penetrate
rural Bengal because of devel-
opment work by the Left Front
government. But they are tak-
ing shelter in the jungles of
West Midnapore, Bankura and
Purulia and often shift to
Jharkhand when the police are
hot on their trail.”

Bhattacharjee told the Hou-
se that two arrests have been
made in connection with the
February 25 landmine blast at
Nundhola in Belpahari. Eight
people, including two police
officers and five Eastern Fron-
tier Rifles jawans, were killed
in the explosion.

The police are pinning
hopes on Prabhas Mahato, a
resident of Damgarh in Belpa-
hari, and Shyam Shabar, from
Dhabalgarh in Jharkhand, to
learn about Naxalite operatio-
ns in the region and the rebels’
links with other extremist out-
fits. Their interrogation is on.

The morale of the police for-
ce in the region had suffered a
blow after a spate of strikes tar-
geting them. There were dema-
nds for more personnel and so-
phisticated arms to match the
militants’ firepower.

The chief minister today
said the families of the
policemen killed were given
Rs 1 1akh each.

Land
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EC’s Bengal

« line to
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s
3 8100

conduct polls

Statesman News Service

KOLKATA, March 17. — Benga-
li-speaking government officials
from outside will be deployed in
West Bengal for election duty to
dispel any impression that “unio-
nised” officials attached to the
state government ni.y stand in the
way of ensuring free and fair Lok
Sabha polls.

“This special arrangement, first
time in the state, is being made to
remove the fear from the people’s
mind that unionised peoplc are
deployed on poll duties,” chief
election commissioner, Mr TS
Krishnamurthy told journalists at
Raj Bhavan this evening.

Asked how many Bengali offi-
cials from other states will be de-
ployed, Mr Krishnamurthy said:
“We’ll not disclose the exact num-
ber. In every district 50 per cent of
the polling officials will be from
that district and the rest from ei-
ther other districts or states.”

The model code of conduct, Mr
Krishnamurthy said, will be strict-
ly enforced. The panel will inquire
into the allegation- that state mi-
nority commission’s forms for
loans had been distributed at a
constituency in the presence of
one of the candidates.

Mr Krishnamurthy met repre-
sentatives of political parties in
the morning. In the afternoon, he
met the police commissioner,
DMs and SPs, as well as senior
state government officials, includ-
ing the chief secretary and the
home secretary.

Mr Krishnamurthy announced

LF demand

KOLKATA, March 17. — Bengal minis-
ters should not be stopped under Elec-
tion Commission guidelines from using
official vehicles to visit districts to dis-
cuss “government policies” with offi-
cials, the CP1-M state committee said.
The party's three-member delegation,
headed by South Kolkata candidate Mr
Rabin Deb, today met Mr TS Krishna-
murthy at Raj Bhavan and submitted a
four-page memorandum. — SNS

) Details on page 5

that the Prime Minister’s posters
put up at various points along the
Golden Quadrilateral would have
to be pulled down.

The panel will also decide on
banning publication of the results
of exit polls and pre-poll surveys
before the end of the elections.
It'll speak to Prasar Bharati offi-
cials before deciding whether the
electronic media should be asked
to stop airing advertisements on
the ‘achievements’ of the Centre
and state governments.

The poll panel will appeal to
Calcutta High Court to relax the
ban on the use of microphones,
which was imposed in view of the
forthcoming HS examination.

Candidates, he said, will have to
file affidavits at the time of filing
papers, disclosing their assets,
educational qualification, details
of liabilities and criminal records
if any. The nomination will be
cancelled if a candidate fails to
file the affidavit. -

Poll reports on pages 4 & 5
v
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Calcutta, March 15: Sections of
the Madhyamik math paper all-
egedly landed at the office of a
private television channel about
an hour and a half before the
exam started today, sucking the
West Bengal Board of Secondary
Education into a potential leak
scandal.

Officials of the TV channel
claimed that around 10.30 am a
packet containing “suggestions”
for the exam was delivered at
their office. They immediately
checked its contents and got in
touch with police and board offi-
cials. Then they faxed the “sug-
gestions” to the board office,
which said it received them only
after the exam started.

Board president Dibyendu
Hota simply termed the turn of
events “mysterious and unusu-
al” but declined comment on
whether the handwritten “sug-
gestions” tallied with the actual
questions. The board official in-
sisted it was not a “leak” because
his office received the faxed
pages “six minutes after the
exam started”.

Despite Hota’s denials, the
board has been forced to initiate
aprobe into the alleged leak. The
board chief insisted the incident
was a “conspiracy to malign the
state government before the gen-
eral elections™.

However, a comparison of
copies of the math paper and the
“suggestions” showed that ques-
tions adding up to 70 per cent of
the marks were common.

Hota was hard put to explain

" Board denies
math leak
“Tbut probes

how anyone outs1de the exam
hall could have known the math
questions before 1 pm. Board
rules stipulate that those in the
hall cannot leave — even for the
toilet — till an hour after the
exam is under way.

“The papers are distributed
15 minutes before the start of an
exam. Someone could have whis-
ked away a paper and rushed to
the audio-visual channel’s office
after copying some portions,”
Hota said. “I have seen only the
first of the four faxed papers and
cannot call thisale

But he initiated an inquiry,
which will be conducted by the
board itself. The probe would try
to identify the venue of the alle-
ged leak and find out who took
the question papers out of
the hall after the copies had been
distributed.

By the end of the day, the
police had problems remember-
ing when or whether at all
the television channel’s officials
had got in touch with them after
they received the packet of
“suggestions”.

The TV channel insisted it
had got in touch with Raj Kano-
jia, DIG, headquarters, around
11.30 am, but he said he had “no
recollection” of this.

Even without the “leak”, the
board had enough problems on
its hands. Faced with allegations
that today’s papers were “unusu-
ally” tough, the CPM-affiliated
All-Bengal Teachers’ Associa-
tion conceded it would be “very
difficult for an average student
to score 50 per cent”.

M See Metro

46 TR M
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/ﬁargis unhappy over Mling

KOLKATA, March. 11. — The Supreme Court ruling upholding the bap

on Ananda Margj processions carrying skulls today met with widespreac

support from Kolkatans, but the or%anisation is “unhappy” with it’s “ho-

pes belied.” v 1 (i ' .
The tandav dance carrying skulls was first banne 1987 by Mr BK

Basu, the then police commissioner of Kolkata Policg. The ban was chal- <

lenged in High Court and later in the Supreme Court. According to the / %b/

SC, the tandav is not part of the normal religious procedure of the Margis $ . w\

and therefore the ban doesn’t violate Article 25 which guarantees reli- ’5

gious freedom. This is because the practice was started only in 1966, wh- \A/ ‘

ereas the organisation was founded in 1955. DC (headquarters), Mr HP.

Singh said: “We’ll give permission for processions but dances with skulls

will not be permitted since it hurts the sensibilities of the people”. Ananda

Marg law secretary Acharya Krishneshwara Nanda Abadhoot said: “In

matters of religious rituals and functions, the autonomy of the guru should

be final. The commissioner of Kolkata police should not interfere in these

matters. Since the Supreme Court has recognised Ananda Marg as a reli-

gious organisation/ sect, we expected that they would also recognise out

rites and rituals. Our expectations have been belied and we are unhappy.”

Film maker, Mrinal Sen welcomed the verdict saying the Court had done

the right thing in banning such processions. While Mahasveta Devi

praised the verdict, actor Biplab Chattopadhyay said the court should

also take action against other religions using sticks or swords. — SNS

e
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SUSPECTED NAXALITES triggered
twin blasts at Kakrajhore in West Mid-
napore, killing seven policemen on
Wednesday afternoon. Five of the vic-
tims were EFR jawans while two were
Belpahari police officers. The driver of
the trekker in which the cops were trav-
elling was also killed in the blast.

The impact of the explosions was so
severe that the bodies were mutilated be-
yond recognition, the limbs strewn
across a 300-metre radius of the blast
site — where the explosion has left a
huge crater. Search for bodies were on
till late into the night.

The police said the incident occurred
at 12.30 pm, near Kakrajhor village. “The
convoy comprising two motorcycles, one
jeep and a vehicle with three officers and
around 10 jawans was returning to the
district police headquarters after folding
up a makeshift camp in the jungles when
the militants triggered claymore mines
that they had hung up in trees. The two
motorcycles escorting the convoy and
the jeep were ripped apart in the explo-
sions,” a police officer said.

Jharkhand SP Dr Arun Kumar Oraon
said, “The ultras, presumably hiding in
the nearby bushes, began firing after the
blast. Eight jawans, who were in a Tata
407 — which escaped unscathed — man-
aged to flee the spot with the vehicle. But
four sustained bullet injuries. They
were operated upon at the Ghatsila Pri-
mary Health Centre and later sent to
Jhargram.”

The combat force retaliated, but the
assailants fled to safety. Though no out-
fit has claimed responsibility so far, the
incident indicates that the Naxalites on
the Jharkhand-Bengal border have re-
newed their operations. With the BSF
and the EFR hot on their heels, they
have now sneaked into Jharkhand, from
where they are carrying out operations
in the two states.

Twin mﬁ]e

HT Correspondent
Midnapore, February 25

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

"Naxalite strike
kills seve

COPS
- M@p
rock Midnapore

THEATRE OF ACTIO

The news that the BSF camp stationed
at Kakrajhore was being wound up and
shifted out might have trickled to the
Naxalites, who decided to use the oppor-
tunity to attack the police.

“They want to send a message to the
Bengal government that nothing can de-
ter them,” a police officer said. Inciden-
tally, the entire border stretch in Midna-
pore was sealed over the past week in
view of the Chief Minister’s February
23 meeting at Bandowan in Purulia, 6
km off Belpahari.

Admitting that it was the biggest ever
landmine blast in the state, Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee said: “Combing opera-
tions are on. It is evidently a MCC-PW
operation. We are trying to find out how
they got their hands on the explosives.”

Officials said the militants have be-
come desperate following a couple of
botched terror strikes on policemen —
one on November 26 and the other on
February 19 in Salboni forest.

The strike, intelligence officers say, is
similar to the attack on Chandrababu
Naidu. The blasts were remote-con-
trolled as minutes before the explosion a
policeman had passed the area in a two-
wheeler, unhurt.

26 FEB 2004
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' Wedding party
waylaid, robbed
and molested

Rakeeb Hossain 9 4 ,)/
Kolkata, February 12 Hc’ A |/Y\

IN AN uncanny rerun of the Dhantala inci-
dent, a wedding party was robbed on
Wednesday night at Haroa in North 24-Par-
ganas and some women members of the par-
ty were molested by the goons.

The incident happened on the Kolkata-
Basanti Road around 12.30 am when a gang
of armed miscreants waylaid the wedding
guests who were returning home in a con-
voy of 11 Tata Sumo cars. It was a smooth
ride up to Ghoshpukur where the drivers
suddenly noticed some logs arrayed across
the road.

Nine of the 11 cars managed to squeeze
past the logs, but two, with 17 people, includ-
ing seven or eight women inside, had to stop.
Both cars were surrounded within minutes
by a gang armed with lethal weapons.

North 24-Parganas police superintendent
Basudeb Bag said the gang held the cars for
nearly two hours, robbed the passengers
and fled with gold ornaments and Rs 3,000 in
cash “They also sexually assaulted some of
the women,” a senior police officer said. But
the SP denied this.

One of the cars drove straight to Minakha
police station and reported the matter.
Minakha police immediately got in touch
with Bhangar police after which a com-
bined force from the two stations rushed to
the spot. The robbers had fled by then.

Locals suggested a political motive, say-
ing the attack had been planned and perpe-
trated by the political rivals of CPI(M)
leader Dinesh Barui of Mancha village who
had gone to Bhojerhat with a convoy of cars
to attend his brother Krishna Pada Barui’s
wedding.

The police arrested five people, including
four with CPI(M) links, after Dinesh lodged
a complaint with the Haroa police.
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/GOING OVERBGARD

Manasts to blame for ar}ti%Taslima EXCess

AN ‘ . .
'I" Muslim leaders in Kolkata ate going (;ge\}bqard with
their protest against Taslima Nasreen prior to the re-
lease of her new book, it is the direct result of a though-

Hess ban on Dwikhendita which may create more prob- |

than il will solve. There is talk of individual attac-
L oon Lhe writer in exilze, now confined to a hotel in the

[T

city and moving around with heavily armed escorts. |
With parbamentary elections round the corner, the Left
Front cannot bring itseif to condemn the veiled threats.
Neither is there any attempt to drive home the point |

that if no communal tensions had been witnessed after
the publication of the earlier books in the series, it is be-
cause readers are intelligent enough to put the writing
in its true perspective. Seldom, if ever, has a book been
the cause of social strife. The Left Front merely fanned

the flames of fundamentalist excess with an unhealthy

precedent that has escalated into a full-fledged !
confrontation with an award of Rs 20,000 being annou- :
nced on behalf of the Ulema Council for anyone who can -
tar Taslima’s face or is able to make her wear a garland :

of footwear. This is an invitation to trouble that deserv-
es to be nipped in the bud regardless of the effect the
action may have on the Left Front’s minority vote-bank.

All this is not to divert attention from the fact that
Taslima thrives on the attention she and her book are
receiving. The writer needs all the media hype she can
garner for a successful book fair launch — confirming
that her marketing skills are as sharp as the sour
memories she churns up with unfailing regularity in her
literary endeavours. Whether or not she is abusing
artistic freedom is best debated and then, as it always
happens, allowed to die a natural death. The Marxists
will have only themselves to blame for a fresh burst of
communal energy. It confirms that selective appease-
ment can well turn out to be counter-productive.



i ghsh by choice
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9 " LF must now get down to the real tasks

anti Biswas produces a rare logic to justify the folly of

bolishing English from the primary stages in 1980.
The school education minister who had been resisting the
reintroduction till, the other day now claims that the Left
Front has virtually achieved the objective of universal
primary education it had set for itself in 1977 and hence
can afford the luxury of teaching English as a second
compulsory language. Marxist ministers are known to revel
in distorted truths — witness Surya Kanta Misra’s
response to deaths in a children’s hospital. In this case, the
school education minister would find it difficult to prove
that the surveys on the education scene conducted by
Amartya Sen’s Pratichi Trust are wholly inaccurate. He
would find it more difficult to prove that dropouts —
which the Marxists claimed had been caused by fear of
English in the primary stage — have ceased. On the
contrary, an HRD ministry report states that dropouts
from the 52,000 state-run primary schools in West Bengal
are as high as 54 per cent after class four.

What the minister cannot acknowledge for political
reasons is that the condition of these primary schools is
appalling with basic infrastructure missing and teachers
either ill-equipped or far below the number required. Jyoti
Basu and Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee were in all probability
driven by the demands of the growing IT sector and the
global market to ensure that employment opportunities do
not shrink on account of difficulties with the English
language. The awakening may have come too late when
the future of hundreds of thousands has been harmed
beyond repair.

Even now there is stiff resistance from the CPI-M-
conirolled All Bengal Teachers' Association for the simple
reason that merit-based recruitment ot teachers without
political strings attached would disqualify most candidates
who are most willing to be loyal members of the
association. The teacher orientation courses which have
been started with help from the British Council and the
plan for one such teacher in every school can at best be a
drop in the ocean.

The more compelling need after the reintroduction of
English in class one is to banish all kinds of political
influence in teacher training and recruitment programmes.
This means that the role of panchayats will"have to be
reassessed — something that may sound unpalatable to
Alimuddin Street. But what Buddhadeb must realise that
he cannot have it both ways — sustaining the high level of
politicisation of education and also, bringing about
qualitative improvement. What he has done is to rise
above the objections of hardliners who even persuaded the
Ranjugopal Mukherjee Committee as late as last year to
recommend English as a second compulqory language
from class five.

What is left to be done is more painful: increase
allocations considerably so that competent English
teachers can be recruited in larger numbers, text-books
made more easily available and schools upgraded to levels
that will discourage dropouts. This is a tall order when the
state shows every sign of being bankrupt. Real amends can
be made if there is the will — not a-¢lever attempt to cover
up a Himalayan blunder. ‘
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4 (attle é& my prove Front's neme

ad it not been for resistance from the major non CPI-M

Left Front partners, Alimuddin Street’s decision to .
impose taxes on rural household pets and domestic animals
would by now have become a reality. Also helping to put the
decision on hold was the cali for a Bangla bandh by Mamata
Banerjee’s Trinamul Congress. The issue has already
snowballed into a major political controversy having the
potential, some say, of becoming the party’s nemesis. While
the fear of providing the Trinamul Congress-led Opposition
with a “ highly emotive and live issue” before the Lok Sabha
poll was largely responsible for the decision to shelve the
proposal, it was mounting opposition both from within the
party and the Left Front which also made its leaders
nervous. Badly rattled by the storm raging over the
government circular asking panchayats to raise revenue “as
grants from the centre and the state might stop without
notice”, the Alimuddin Street mandarins, both as a damage
limitation exercise and also in a desperate cover-up bid, are
now stoutly denying any involvement in the exercise and are
‘adopting even Goebblesian methods to hide the truth. The
fear of alienating their rural supporters haunts them. They
have gone to the extent of blaming the “exploitative, anti-
people and thugee” Siddhartha Sankar Ray’s Congress
ministry of having initiated such moves 30 years ago by
enacting panchayat legislation.

But no one, not even Marxists, is willing to buy this theory.
A large section in the party has expressed its strong
resentment over the manner in which Alimuddin Street
handled the explosive issue. Transport minister Subhas
Chakraborty has called the government order empowering
panchayats to impose taxes on bullock carts and bicycles
“illegal”. He justifiably views the order as an intrusion into
his department’s jurisdiction.

It is an irony that a party that came to power 27 years ago
by pledging to provide relief to the people, specially the
weaker sections, is now taking recourse to preposterous
taxing measures in its bid to bail the government out of near
financial bankruptcy. The assault on the pockets of the poor
is aimed at replenishing government coffers denuded by the
waste and profligacy lavished on the likes of Jyoti Basu. Isn’t
it incongruous on the part of a party to do this in view of
what it did in 1953 when in just two months its supporters
led by Basu’s Tram Fare Rise Resistance Committee burnt
down over 120 trams in protest against a one paisa rise in
tram fare? This was done despite CTC’s agent A Webb pla-
cing his company’s balance sheet before the state govern-
ment and the Opposition, and then chief minister BC Roy
and the one-man tribunal of Justice PB Mukherjee calling
the fare rise “justified”.

The comrades had described the rise as “continuing with
the exploitative tradition of the British imperialists of
Bengal” although they knew that the extra income would be
utilised for track renewal and modernising CTC’s rolling
stock. The Marxists always tend to be forgetful about their
destructive role in the past. But it would be useful 1o know

- which states, as they claim, have imposed high taxes on

domestic pets and livestock, and how much such panchayats
earn from these taxes.



Panchayats free to turn

Statesman Nem Service

U L !

KOLKATA, Jan. 7. The state
government has not made it mandatory for
the panchayats to collect revenue from the
virgin resources that have been outlined by
the state panchayat department. It has only
provided a model for the panchayats for
consideration. The rural bodies are at
liberty to turn down the proposals if they
feel these would go against pubhc interest.

Clarifying this today, chief minister Mr
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee said the
government had merely “reiterated” what
was already there in the Panchayat Act
1973 as possible steps for attaining financial
self sufficiency by these bodies.

“The draft model was prepared by the
panchayat minister, Dr Surya Kanta Misra,
and me. We have only specified some areas
from where the panchayats can collect
revenue and also their revenue ceiling. We
have categorically asked the panchayats to
consult local people in their respective
zones first and then let us know about their
decision. The final approval would then be
provided by the state government,” the
chief minister said.

The panchayat department’s circular to
the rural bodies in October 2003, specifying
imposition of tax on domestic animals, cattle
which graze on panchayat owned lands,
installation of tubewells and even bicycles
and boats, has already been in the eye of the
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storm, with the Trinamul Congress calling a
statewide bandh in protest against this. “In
any case, the state coffers would not stand to
gain out of this. The suggestion for
panchayat self sufficiency was given long
ago by both the state and the Centre,” Mr
Bhattacharjee said, adding, “We know that
most of the suggested resources would be
turned down.” Asked how long it would
take the state to know of the panchayat
decision, hesaid: “Since the panchayats are
required to hold several meetings, it would
take some time before they can arrive at a

conclusion.” _—
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