“Over 1,700 killed in Tamil Nadu

By Our Tamil Nadu Bureau

CHENNAI, DEC. 26. Over 1,700
people were killed as Tamil Na-
du bore the brunt of the seismic
sea waves triggered by an earth-
quake that had its epicentre
more than 2,000 km away near
the west coast of Sumatra in In-
donesia. Fishermen, morning
walkers and inhabitants of the
coastline were washed away by
waves that rose up to 10 metres
and flooded the beaches and
seaside huts and buildings.

The mild tremors experi-
enced in some parts of the State
at 6.30 a.m. gave little indication
of what was to come. Between
7.30 and 9 am. huge waves
slammed the coastline taking
those near the seashore by com-
plete surprise. There was little
time for anyone to react as the
waves swept away even those
who were a couple of kilometres
from the sea.

When the waves receded,
hundreds of bodies were found
strewn on the shore. Debris
stood in the place of houses.
Overturned cars had no
claimants. :

The Chief Minister, Jayala-
lithaa, put the death toll at 1,705
with Nagapattinam accounting
for 788, Cuddalore 290 and Ka-
nyakumari 392. After making an
aerial survey of the affected ar-
eas, Ms. Jayalalithaa announced
Rs. 1-lakh relief each to the fam-
ilies of the dead.

In Chennai, 131 persons were
washed away, including early
morning walkers and children
playing cricket on the beach.
The toll in other coastal districts
was: Kancheepuram 61; Villup-
uram 23; Tiruvallur 13; Tirunel-
veli 4; Tuticorin 2 and
Thanjavur 1. About 1,000 peo-
ple were stranded on the Vive-
kananda Rock Memorial at
Kanyakumari.

It took some time for the
magnitude of the tragedy to
sink in. While those near the
shore who managed to escape
the fury of the waves tried to
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move as far away as possible
from the sea, others who heard
the news headed for the beach.
The police had to barricade the
roads to prevent access to the
sea. Those who went to the Ma-
rina beach in Chennai after the
first huge tsupami had to make
a hasty retreat when another
came their way.

Seeks expert advice

The Prime Minister, Manmo-
han Singh, spoke to Ms. Jayala-
lithaa and expressed his shock
over the calamity. Ms. Jayala-
lithaa said the State Govern-
ment required expert
seismological advice as to what
could be expected further. The
Prime Minister promised to do
the needful.

The State Government re-
quested the help of the armed
forces in the rescue and relief
operations. Accordingly, three
Armed Forces units and the
Coast Guard in the State, put all
their resources at their com-
mand. Coast Guard ships pa-
trolled the coast off Chennai,
Pondicherry, and the Palk Bay

™

while the Navy's two ships
joined in the rescue efforts
along the eastern shoreline. Be-
sides, the Coast Guard eastern
region headquarters sent a ship
each from Visakhapatnam, Hal-
dia and Paradeep to help-in re-
lief and rescue.

Army joins rescue effort

The Army made available its
personnel for providing medical
relief and also to aid in the res-
cue efforts. The Arakkonam Na-
val Air Station, INS Rajali,
deployed its reconnaissance
aircraft, Tupolov 142 M, to as-
sess the damage along the
coastline. In some places along
the Tamil Nadu coast the water
ingress has been up to 1.5 km,
according to an analysis of the
data obtained from the aircraft.

The havoc and panic began
when seawater inundated parts
of the Chennai port in a short
span, including its privatised
container terminal, and -the
waves caused in the ships in the
inner harbour to rock violently.

In the impact the mooring of
ABG Kesava, a vessel awaiting

repairs and whose engine had
been dismantled, was tossed up
and the ship started drifting.
The swirling waters pushed it
towards the inner harbour,
where three other vessels were
berthed. There the vessels
smashed against one another.
One of them hit two hoppers,
which are the facility for un-
loading (imported)  sugar,
bringing them down like a
house of cards. The vessel also
hit the wharf cranes and caused
damage to them. Two ships be-
longing to the Coast Guard —
Sarang and Vikram — were also
damaged.

District Collectors have been
asked to send reports to the
Commissioner of Revenue Ad-
ministration for preparing a
comprehensive report to be for-
warded to the Centre for requi-
sitioning relief. The Union
Hormie Minister, Shivraj Patil, is
visiting Tamil Nadu tomorrow.
The two Union Ministers de-
puted by the Prime Minister,
Mani Shankar Aiyar and Daya-
nidhi Maran, are going to

Nagapattinam.




By V. Venkatasubramanian

KANCHEEPURAM, NOV. 30. Sriran-
gam-based Usha, who the pros-
ecution said was “absconding”
in the Sankararaman murder
case, today appeared before in-
vestigating officers in the Kan-
cheepuram  district  police
headquarters.

Denying that she had run
away from the investigation,
Ms. Usha said some people had
“exaggerated” her relationship
with the Kanchi Sankaracharya,
$ri Jayendra Saraswathi, prime
accused in the case. The rela-
tionship was “nbvthing other
than that between a guru and a
shishyai,” she told reporters
here.

Summons served

Half-past noon Ms. Usha (47)
came to the police headquarters
along with her counsel, Sudha
Ramalingam, and her brother,
Ranganathan. She was made to
wait till 5-30 p.m. at the all-
women police station, behind
the police headquarters, where
the investigation officers Sath-
yanarayanan, Additional Super-
intendent of Police, Cuddalore,
and Saraswathi, inspector from
Chennai, spoke to her. Around 6
p.m., summons was served ask-
ing her to appear before the
Kancheepuram Superintendent
of Police, K. Premkumar, at 10
a.m. tomorrow.

Coming out of the station,
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Ms. Usha, who is suffering from
cancer, told reporters that the
Kanchi Mutt had supported her
financially to meet monthly do-
mestic and medical expenditure

after her husband had parted
ways with her.

“How will it be possible for
me to lead a life without respect
in society, as claimed by some

rs before police

people?”
Humiliation

Ms. Usha said: “After the po-
lice visited my house at Sriran-
gam in October last, the
humiliation suffered by me and
my aged mother at the hands of
neighbours forced me to shift
my residence to Chennai.” She
could not understand how she
could be “absconding.”

It is ‘perjury’

Earlier talking to reporters, '
Ms. Sudha Ramalingam termed
the prosecution’s statement in
the Madras High Court nothing
but perjury. “Probably when the
police team went to Srirangam,
she might have moved to Chen-
nai. From that one should not
come 1o a conclusion that Ms.
Usha is absconding.” The police
team, which visited her at Sri-
rangam on October 12, left the
place stating she did not have
any evidence required for the
prosecution.

Ms. Sudha Ramalingam said
Ms. Usha, as a beneficiary of the
Mutt, might have spoken to the
Acharya. “She might have de-
rived some mental peace by
speaking to the Acharya in view
of her health conditions and the
fact that her husband, Naraya-
nan, had left her. Ms. Usha, who

has been suffering from cancer
since 1979, underwent chemo-
therapy more than }30 times,”

she added.
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LNpohce has
o ‘solid’ case |

against seer: Jaya

Chennai: Police has “shock-
ing” and “solid” information
on Kanchi seer Jayendra
Saraswathi’s links with the
murderers of Sankararaman,
a temple official at Kancheep-
uram, Tamil Nadu chief min-
ister Jayalalithaa told the
state assembly on Wednesday.
In a suo motu statement,
the first after the seer’s arrest
on November 11, Jayalalithaa
said “police has got vital in-
formation” about the
Shankaracharya’s links with
hirelings and associates en-
gaged to murder the temple
official after the interroga-
tion of two persons arrested
at Chennai on November 9
and articles seized from them.
“The seer had also links in
drawing huge money from
the mutt’s bank account and
handing it over to the
hirelings,” she said, adding
that he had also links in mak-
ing five people, who did not
have any connection with the
murder, to surrender admit-
ting the crime, only to side-
track the investigation.
Those who committed the
murder had spoken to the
seer over telephone, she said.
Stoutly denying the charge of
BJP leader Murali Manohar
Joshi and NDA convenor
George Fernandes of viola-
tion of laws in effecting the
arrest of the seer, Jay-
alalithaa said all legal formal-
ities were observed right from
his arrest till he was lodged at
the central prison at Vellore,
She said by the arrest her
government had proved that
“everybody is equal before the
law” Explaining the arrest of
the seer, Jayalalithaa said he
was arrested at Mehbubnagar
in Andhra Pradesh around 10
pm on November 11, only to
avoid any law and order prob-
lem. The arrest was effected
with the assistance of Andhra
Pradesh police, she said.
Narrating the case, she said
on September 3, Sankarara-
man was murdered inside
Varadaraja Swami temple and
Ganesh, another temple offi-
cial, lodged a complaint, fol-
lowing which a FIR was filed.
A special police team, under

Bail plea earing:
te continue

Chennai: The hearing on
the bail plea of Kanchi
seer Jayendra Saraswathi
in the Madras high court
remained inconclusive on
Wednesday and will con-
tinue on Thursday.

However, Justice R Bala-
subramanian, who is hear-
ing the plea, made it clear
that it would not come in
the way of the Kanchipu-
ram judicial magistrate
dealing with the petition
filed by the prosecution
seeking police custody of
the seer. rn

the direct supervision of su-
perintendents of police of
Kancheepuram, Tiruvallur
and Cuddalore districts, was
investigaing the case, she said.
Several documents, pointing

tothe link of the seer had been usm

seized from the house of
Sankararaman, she said.

On October 27, five persons
surrendered before a magis-
trate here and on interroga-
tion, it was found that they
had no role in the murder. A
“bogus surrender drama’
was enacted as those surren-
dered had done so only for
money, she said. The seer has
also alleged links with anoth-
er case of attack on one Rad-
hakrishnan and his wife here
on September 20, 2002. Police
has got information that the
Kanchi Sankaracharya had
“conspired” to finish off Rad-
hakrishnan as the seer sus-
pected that he had written
letters making allegations
againt him (seer), she said. rn
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EERAPPAN

Died by the gun e
he lived by gy

image of invincibility.

But don’t get misled — Veerappan was no champion of
the poor. He often terrorised them, killed them, brooked
no dissent. Sadism was inherent to the man. On October
8, 1988 he boiled alive two officials of the forest depart-
ment; in November 1991 he beheaded forest conservator
Srinivas after offering to surrender; in July 1993 he stran-
€led his new-born daughter because she was the third
successive female offspring.

Veerappan rarely stepped out of his haven, conducting
business from the forest stretch bordering the states of
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Kerala. And while doing so,
he is credited with 120 murders and butchery of over 2,000
elephants. In fact, he began as an elephant poacher. He
started young, killing his first tusker at 14, although folk-

By Shivani Singh i:)ersv s:lsstu };:z ;;Ylas 10. And his first murder was in 1969 when -~ 4 kil
. ' . ) But it was only when he started smuggling sandalwood
hojpuri singer Baleshwar's 1982 hit was — “Col- that his crime got noticed. The smuggling business also B IT WAS IN THE STARS

) lector ke  hilawalu/Minister ke found him establishing political connections in the 1980s “It was in his stars. Thus

over two decades, often thumbing his nose at it?

The Killer bandit’s theatre of operation was the
dense tropical forest spread over four districts in an
area of 6,000 sq km across Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu. The jungles were rich with sandalwood and
herds of elephants, both of which became the ban-
dit’s stock-in-trade.

Both cutting sandalwood trees and Killing tor
ivory are banned. The ban, apart from gen-
erating a flourishing contraband
trade in both, has had an unin-
tended victim: the tribal in-
habitants of the forests.
These tribals are denied :
legal access to the forests
riches, and become will
ing accomplices of bandits
like Veerappan. They provid-
ed almost foolproof intelli-
gence to the brigand and have con-
tributed in no small measure to the

jaykumar’s team trapped and killed the
brigand. There are some who say he might
have been captured alive. But those who
live by the gun often die by it, if only to en-
- sure thgt they don’t survive to tell un-

comfortable tales.

reward was Rs 5 crore, the
Tamil Nadu government
announced a reward of Rs
50 lakh. As the dust settles
on the operation, which STF
gets how much of the

Tamil Nadu CM Jayalalithaa
announced that TN STF
chief ADGP K Vijayakumar
would be promoted as DGP;
all 752 TN STF personnel
would be promoted and
those who took part in
‘Operation Gocoon’ will get
Rs 3 lakh each plus a plot.
Karnataka has also
announced plots for STF
personnel.

help? And why was no effort made to grill them?

@ Did the Jayalalithaa-Karunanidhi political oneupmanship
help Veerappan? Jayalalithaa has accused
Karunanidhi of going soft on Veerappan, even jail-
ing Gopal and self-professed Tamil nationalists
Nedumaran and Kollathur Mani, who were close
to Karunanidhi, under POTA. In fact, when JD
manded the release of Mani from prison to mitiate
negotiations.

& Was a hefty ransom paid to get Rajkumar freed? Both M
Karunanidhi and SM Krishna, who were CMs then,
deny it. The family of the filmstar and the emis-
saries won’t comment. But police officials who
were party to the behind-the-scenes activity con-
firm that money was indeed paid. One of them
even disclosed that a part of the ransom was given
by stamp scam kingpin Abdul Telgi! It was also
said that Krishna spoke to Veerappan before the
ransom money was dispatched. And did Veerappan
use a part of the ransom to fund the LTTE?

hilawalu/Tani Ph i i i i i
" tilawalu/Tant | E(I)lolﬁghké a]gétlzau_)a to and that is behe\_red to havg helped Veerappqn to become proclaimed an astrologer in
Jjanu”. g g even more elusive. Catching Veerappan alive was ‘im- Feb i
s tioON is: You may have shaken up possible’ as it would be at the risk of exposing many lo- ebruary. After sec'u fing a
the collector and the minister, but I'll cal political stalwarts P 8 Y copy of Veerappan's By HS Balram/TNN
. . " : a
(S:;)lglcizdeu 30111)1}‘1 o?)lgll)t I0)1;1‘]37i 1fH ay(;)u But unltlke Phoolan Devi, Veerappan didn’t show gglrl(:(s:go\?v?lfe?tnhlasn STF Y m
. ! . any overt interest in a trade-off with the police, of ) : ’
. E:leahwag‘ lived 1anarnata- surrendering in return of a political cal?eer. The  Correspondent met the gﬁé?;gge&(giﬁdh?: gr:f)]'l dréz;g:&\t,ﬁzli?gﬁa?gvgslfls-t
in,hise (;)o v1:3)1\:1es1 ﬁoelfl%nce closest he came to politics was when the Tamil astrologer, he had declared: tery he was. The big questions:
in Veerapggn Na_lduﬂylbelt'%tpn Army, 0}191? dilslmissed as an in- “Veerappgn won't live to @ Why did well-equipped police teams from Karnataka and
. significant fringe group of Tamil extremists, built see his 53rd birthday.” But Tamil Nad| i as th
Tor | Rrome Mu- : 1 24 S 1 A s u, as well as the Centre, fail to nail Veerappan?
niswmy Vesrappan relathns w1th. Veerappan, prqwdlng.hlm with when the report of the Was it bad intelligence, every time, or just a lack of
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in Gopinatham village p}gilte%: ﬁliieﬁetphinlialgl‘d mgln.) A ng 21, the astrologer wanted Bt oo Sommon:
1 / , o stoke Tamil passions, possi , . P
{)Itleclg?rfenatszl;?i lllved dto thinking that CM Jayalalithaapmight us<IeJ hslin a}s, fo remain anonymous. I'm go}:ﬁ}idr}(})l? ;X ?:ligg!;lmi:re
become | ajzs:)oo a counterpoint to other groups championing the not looking for money, or as he could have revealed
s v iller 111'(51! Tamil cause, but the lady refused to bite. In fact, fame. | also don’t see his political connections.
poacher, killer and she vs;a:ﬁetg;‘(rinmed to get him, which her police evt(ajrybody‘s horoscope,” he Who were these people ?
A eventually did. had said. Now, he says: Why was h tofi
o inte aa Osorn. . , OW, VEN & Why was he so easy to find for
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Verma’s muse is
dead but film on
Veerappan alive

By Nikita Doval
Times NEws NETWORK

eerappan is history, but Bollywood biggie

Ram Gopal Verma is making sure his story
is immortalised on celluloid. Verma, whose
Jungle was built around a jungle bandit suspi-
ciously similar to Veerappan, is busy with a
film on the sandalwood smuggler.

But won’t Veerappan's death throw a spanner
in the Ram Gopal Verma works? “No, for the
film is not so much about Veerappan as it is
about a plan to catch him that went terribly
awry,” explains Shimmit Amin, who is directing
the movie. The film is based on a chapter titled
The Grand Plan in Sunaad Raghuram's book
Veerappan: The untold story and deals with
three villagers, one of whom supplies food to
Veerappan’s gang.

“When the other two discover this connec-
tion, they hatch a plan to capture the smuggler
and collect the reward. Forty-three people were
killed in the subsequent events along with a few
policemen,” explains Amin. The three men and
Veerappan survived.

““This is just one incident in the past so the
current development will not have any effect on
it,” Amin states firmly The film
stars Rajpal Yadav, Aditya
Srivastava, Prakash Raj
amongst other. And who
will play Veerappan? “He is §
an unknown guy” is all
Amin is willing to say on
the matter. Research for the
film included interacting
with “a cluster of peo-
ple related to the
event. We have
even gone
through
several
reports.”
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In his jungle, fear was the key

By Chandrika Mago/TNN

New Delhi: It wasn’t state for-
est laws locking out villagers
that created the Veerappan
sympathy phenomenon but a
mix of the poacher’s generosi-
ty and ruthlessness which
kept people quiet as he
wreaked environmental dam-
age over four decades, say
wildlife and police sleuths
who have tracked the infa-
mous outlaw for years.
Amazingly, a hesitant analy-
sis from foresters even sug-
gested that between 1989 and
1995, forest health actually im-
proved in some areas of Veer-
appan’s range, possibly be-
cause others were too fearful
to step in or because of restric-
tions enforced by the Special
Task Force chasing the smug-
gler. More ‘open forest’ in the

Veerappan-active zone became
‘dense’ forest — this, it was
clarified, wasn’t in any way
meant to imply poaching had a
positive impact.

Tt didn’t. Learning the tricks
from master poacher Sevian
Gounder way back in the
1970s, Veerappan took a dou-
ble-laned track to the hall of
infamy, smuggling out sandal-
wood in “large quantities” to
the North-East and Myanmar
and shooting elephants for
ivory smuggled out through
Salem or Mysore to Mumbai,
and out.

Smaller gangs entered the
fray, killing in his name. But
KSN Chikkerur, IG, CID
(forests), in Karnataka, says
Veerappan “definitely” killed
more than a thousand ele-
phants in his career.

Less well-known is that he

hunted monitor lizards and
blackbucks for meat, langur
because of a legend that its
blood is good for asthma pa-
tients and even dynamited
fish, eating some and leaving
the rest floating.

Officials still believe 20-30
pairs of elephant tusks remain
hidden in the forest.

If people didn’t complain, it
wasn't because they sympa-
thised with him. Chikkerur
says the smuggler distributed
money freely.

A retired state wildlife offi-
cial blames Veerappan's ruth-
lessness, recalling he killed 16
people from a village of sus-
pected informants.

It would be “wrong”, they
say, to blame forest laws
changed just a couple of years
ago to give more space to vil-
lagers.

Ivory smuggler with 300 elephant
kills, Veerappan’s stash was big

By Aravind Gowda/TNN

Bangalore: Veerappan poached hun-
dreds of elephants for ivory and his con-
tribution towards revenue loss on ac-
count of sandalwood smuggling and
wildlife trade runs into crores of rupees.
None in the government can firmly put
down the exact figure.

Between 1970 and 1985, he was respon-
sible for the death of at least 300 ele-
phants. More than a dozen cases of san-
dalwood smuggling were registered
against him. Initially, he traded ivory,
skins of big cats and sandalwood. The
forest department had drafted a strategy
to nab him under the leadership of a
deputy conservator of forests (DCF). But
10 years ago, Veerappan was declared a
“law and order” problem after he took to

kidnapping for ransom. When STF was
constituted in 1990, forest personnel ac-
tively took part in its operations for the
first two years. However, the role of the
department reduced drastically after
DCF P Srinivas (attached to STF) was be-
headed by Veerappan in 1991 on the pre-
text of surrendering.

“There are very few records to prove
Veerappan's direct involvement in
poaching. Besides, the conviction rate
was poor. The police were assigned the
job of nabbing Veerappan 10 years ago,”
principal chief conservator of forests
(wildlife) R M Ray said.

According to forest officials, Veerap-
pan took the assistance of villagers in
poaching in the initial days. “He had set
up camps where ivory and sandalwood
were stored,” they stated.

> BANDIT'S BEAT _

From boy poacher to most wanted killer

By Jayanth Kodkani/TNN

Bangalore: It was back in 1963
that a boy called Veerappan
killed his first elephant. The
blood didn’t stop flowing for the
next 40 years as Veerappan mor-
phed into a Robin Hood figure.
The story goes that notorious
poacher Salvai Gounder was so
impressed by Veerappan's skill
in stalking elephants that he
took the boy under his wing.
Gounder shifted to sandalwood
smuggling after the export of
ivory was banned in the early
1980s. Gounder’s beat, the forest
from Nilgiris to Dharmapuri,
was rich in sandalwood.
Gounder’s heirs were Veerappan
and another gang-member called
Thangavelu. At the peak of their
plundering, sandalwood worth
crores of rupees was hidden in

various pockets of the forest.

The hard life and times of the
tribals living on the fringes of
the forest provided the perfect
background to Veerapan’s career
of crime. Given that poaching
was a community occupation
and tribals living in acute pover-
ty were angered by government
restrictions on their share of na-
ture, there was enough ground
support for Veerappan.

As Veerappan’s gang expand-
ed, the stories around him grew
taller. Veerappan’s natural cun-
ning ensured he built up political
and administrative connections
to keep his sandalwood business
going profitably.

Deadly poacher that he was,
Veerappan lived by his own jun-
gle law. He knew no caste, and
did no looting or maiming for

blind revenge, eliminating main-
ly those who crossed his path.
His tribal humility and propriety
were evident by the way he ad-
dressed Nakkeeran editor RR
Gopal as ‘Editor, saar’.
Veerappan’s ruthlessness was
legendary. In 1994, he trapped top
police officers with talk of sur-
render and killed them. Veerap-
pan’s cold-blooded elimination of
rivals was also evident when his
former colleague in crime
Thangavelu formed a rival gang
sometime in the summer of 1986.
Veerappan invited the
Thangavelu gang over for a meal.
That was the end of Thangavelu.
Video films that Gopal brought
back showed Veerappan keeping
track of his world with the help
of newspapers and the radio. He
was blessed with a razor-sharp

memory and narration skills, in-
cluding theatric demonstrations.

His ambushes were always
carefully planned. Once, his sis-
ter Mari guided a task force hot
on Veerappan's heels the other
way, even as the bandit’s wife
Muthulakshmi joined him in
the forest. This was soon after
she delivered a girl in 1991. Mari
had been planted as a help in a
dispensary run by the Task
Force.

Another strong Veerappan
characteristic was his strong
emotional attachment to family
and close aides. The Killing of
his brother Arjunan provoked a
round of revenge slayings.

The Veerappan story found its
way onto the silver screen too in
Veerappan (Kannada) and Cap-
tain Prabhakar (Tamil)..
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“Jungle ju

Monday evening: Driven by a task
force insider, a ‘decoy vehicle’ that
resembles an ambulance reaches
Veerappan's hideout. Veerappan,
who has an eye ailment, and three
aides allow themselves to be
driven away

Sept. 2004: Task 3,/
force men '
‘inundate’
Veerappan's
known haunts,
forcing him to

. Karnataka Pradesh

Veerappan's inner circle

o and spend two to three

weeks with the bandit.
They bring back a

wealth of information,
egspecially on his failing
health, based on which
Operation Cocoon is
planned

by Vijayakumar in civilian clothes and
three vehicles position themselves at Padi,
8 km from Dharmapuri. Al entry and exit
points to the forest areas across Tamil
Nadu sealed by then

move to a forest

close to

Dharmapuri town

for the first time in

20 years

Oct. 18: Task force
tipped off Veerappan is

moving out of the
forest. Operation
Cocoon rolls

10.45 pm: Vijayakumar
twice asks Veerappan to
raise his hands and
surrender. Firing begins

o inside the ‘ambulance

10.30 pm: The ‘ambulance’ reaches Padi

and is waylaid. The force has sphit into
three groups. One takes position on top of

a nearby school

i

10.50: Task force lobs a
grenade and returns fire.
Shootout continues for

20 minutes

Veerappan dies as he lived

M.R. VENKATESH IN
DHARMAPURI

Oct. 19: A hole in the head.

jayakumar said.

The police, who had failed
and lost lives in attempts to get
the bandit in the forests that

nary intelligence operation”
that trapped the 52-year-old sa-
ndalwood and ivory smuggler
who had murdered over 100 pe-

has paid off,” she said in Chen-
nai, as supporters likened her
to Durga slaying Mahisha-
sura, pointing out that the

That bullet wound — not he knew like the back of his ople and killed 2,000 elephants  killing coincided with Navra-
the imperious thicket of a palm, this time waited till he for their tusks. The operation tri. Jaya is another name for
moustache which had lost its  was squeezed out of his hunt- was codenamed Cocoon. Durga.

sweep and flourish overnight
— was the most striking fea-
ture on the face of Kuse Mu-
nusamy Veerappan as he lay
dead in a decrepit hospital.

Caked in blood, the bullet
mark also had the imprint of
what many would consider
poetic justice, though ques-
tions remain on how it was
delivered.

Veerappan, who had lured
many a policeman to his
death, was driven to his in a
police decoy ambulance in
Tamil Nadu’s Dharmapuri. A
commando of the special task
force set up to hunt him down
was at the wheel, in disguise.

At Padi, 8 km from here, a
special task force team led by
Tamil Nadu chief K. Vijayaku-
mar was lying in wait. Police
said Veerappan was asked to
surrender and killed after he
opened fire. “It was all over in

ing ground.

However, questions were
raised about how Veerappan
received surgical bullet
wounds — on his head, chest
and hip — when he was inside
the “ambulance”. But Vi-
jayakumar angrily brushed
aside suggestions of a fake en-
counter. “I do not want to an-
swer this question,” retorted
the additional director-gener-
al of police, who has been pro-
moted to DGP.

Vijayakumar had been
shunted to the STF after
falling foul of chief minister
Jayalalithaa in a high-profile
case when he was commis-
sioner. Part of the first batch
of Special Protection Group
officers detailed to protect
Rajiv Gandhi after Indira
Gandhi’s assasination, Vi-
jayakumar was handpicked by
the then Prime Minister to

Four STF men had pene-
trated the bandit’s inner circle
last year and come back witha
“wealth of information”.
They had also convinced him
that the commando who drove
the “ambulance” last night
was the man to summon for
medical help.

A diabetic, Veerappan had
an eye problem and was find-
ing it increasingly difficult to
get “men and material sup-
port” from fringe Tamil ex-
tremist groups, police said. Vi-
jayakumar felt that Veerappan
might have set out last night
either to consult a doctor or in
search of a new friend who
could assist him.

Another version is that he
was trying to escape to some
other place. This would ex-
plain the civilian clothing and
the “trimmed” moustache.

Jayalalithaa announced a

Asked if many “political
secrets might have died” with
the bandit, Jayalalithaa said:
“Well, that cannot be helped.”

The bodies of Veerappan
and his associates were hand-
ed over to their families after
post-mortem.  Veerappan’s
wife, Muthulakshmi, was in-
consolable as she was led to
the mortuary. After identify-
ing her husband, who looked
different in plainclothes and
with his moustache trimmed,
she took the body.

Veerappan’s last rites, slat-
ed to be held in a village near
Mettur, 50 km from Salem,
have been put on hold as his
lawyer said a close relative of
the bandit wanted the body to
be buried. Officials are also
waiting for the arrival of Veer-
appan’s second daughter Vid-
yarani. Both Vidyarani and
sister Prabha are school stu-

20 minutes (10.50 pm to 11.10  provide securi- reward of Rs3 dents and in their teens.
pm),” said Vijayakumar. ty to his family. lakh, a plot and A forensic scientist said
The “ambulance” driver It was “no a promotion to  DNA profiling should be done

was produced at the news con-

flash in the pan

He was a cruel animal

all the 752 spe-

to confirm the bandit’s identi-

ference. “I would have been operation”, Vi- in of the qutter cial task force ty But police said the identity
very happy to capture him jayakumar sa- and vermin g personnel. “My has been established “by
alive. But when he opened id, describing RAJKUMAR government’s thumb rule”.

fire, we had to retaliate,” Vi- the “extraordi- — resoluteness W Veerappan hunt, Page 6

-~

Monday night: The ‘ambulance’ hits the
Pennagaram-Dharmapuri road. Two
police versions here: one says Veerappan
was told he was being taken to a hospital.
Another says he wanted to go to a friend’s
place to seek more men and material

11.12 pm: Veerappan found dead inside
the ‘ambulance’ with a butlet hole in-his
head. Injured aides alive but die before
reaching hospital
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A nuisance which
held the nation to
ransom finally has
ended. He was a
cruel animal and
vermin of the
gutter

Rajkumar
Kannada actor kidnapped
and freed in 2000

If they (the special
task force) had
done it before,

many lives would

have been saved.
it would have
been good for
us also

Parimala Nagappa
Widow of former Karnataka
minister H. Nagappa,

who was kidnapped

and killed by Veerappan

There was a big
contribution made
by Karnataka
police also over
the years.This
particular
operation was
carried out in
Tamil Nadu by
Tamil Nadu STF

Jayalalithaa
Tamil Nadu chief minister

Congratulations.
It is your
(Jayalalithaa’s)
keen interest that
brought an end to
the 20-year reign
of terror in the
forests

Dharam Singh
Karnataka chief minister

Tug-of-war for spoil

B.R. SRIKANTH

Bangalore, Oct. 19: Dead
men tell no tales.

Veerappan’s death means a
silent end of his links with po-
litical bigwigs. The patronage
was cbvious but could not be
established. He had the tacit
support of politicians in both
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka,
but the dangerous liaisons
were obscured by a game of
one-upmanship between the
ruling parties in the two sou-
thern states over the last de-
cade and a half.

This game continued even
after Veerappan and his men
fell to the special task force on
Monday night. Early on Tu-
esday, Tamil Nadu chief min-
ister Jayalalithaarushed a sta-
tement to the media on the sp-
ectacular success of the STF.

At that point, the Karnata-
ka government could not con-
firm Veerappan’s death with
police chief S.N. Borkar grop-
ing for details of the encoun-
ter near Papparapatti in Tamil
Nadu’s Dharmapuri district.

The operation is a “preci-
ous jewel of my government”,
Jayalalithaa said in the state-
ment.

The ADMK chief pointed
out that she had created the
STF in 1993 during her first
tenure as chief minister, but
criticised the next DMK gov-
ernment for rendering the
STF ineffective.

“When I came back to pow-
er in 2001, I immediately took
steps to reconstitute the STF.
Every political party mocked
me for my stand in this whole
operation, particularly the
DMK, which played a dubious
role in the Rajkumar abduc-
tion crisis,” she added.

Her counterpart in Karna-
taka reacted several hours la-
ter. Dharam Singh vowed that
his government would launch
a probe into the political pa-
tronage and financial support
that the brigand got over the
last three decades.

“Though Veerappan and
his associates have been killed
in an encounter, we need to
pursue some vital clues about
the political and financial sup-
port that appears to have he-
Iped him survive so long,” Si-
ngh said.

@ January 1952: Kuse
Muniswamy Veerappan
Gounder born in
Gopinatham village, now
in Karnataka, then in
Tamil Nadu

@ 1969: Said to have
committed first murder

* 1972: Arrested for the
first time

@ 1986: Arrested again by
Karnataka police, escapes

@ July 1987: Kidnaps and
kills Tamil Nadu forest
officer Chidambaram

# January 1990: Guns down
a sub-inspector and a head
constable in revenge

@ April 1990: Ambushes and
mows down officer Dinesh,
who was “hot on his trail”,
two sub-inspectors and a
constable

@ November 1990: Beheads
deputy conservator of
forests, R. Srinivas,
blaming him for his sister's
death. Head is traced
three years later

@ February 1992: Kidnaps
son of a granite quarry
owner. Frees him for
Rs 15 lakh

@ August 14, 1992:
Veerappan blows up
STF superintendent
Harikrishna and several
police personnel to.avenge
the Killing of four gang
members inJjune

@ April 1993: A bus carrying

Singh was mum on questi-
ons about the alleged ransom
paid to secure the release of
thespian Rajkumar in 2000. He
was a senior member of the
S.M. Krishna government that
grappled with two abductions

within a span of two years —
Rajkumar in July 2000 and for-
mer minister H. Nagappa in
August 2002.

As part of such a game, the

ADMK government in Tamil
Nadu filed a case in a Coimbat-
ore court in the light of allega-
tions that Rs 20 crore was
paid to Veerappan to free
Rajkumar. The amount was
mentioned
Prized Catch of Veerappan, a
book published by C. Dinakar

in  Rajkumar:

Tamil Nadu police

personnel targeted near

Palar, killing 22 people.

Superintendent “Rambo”

Gopalakrishnan hurt

* May 1993: Attacks
Karnataka police
superintendent Gopal
Hosur and party, killing
six policemen

@ July 1993: BSF joins
operations in the forest
area, catches 19 gang
members. A series of
encounters sets back the
gang, Veerappan seeks

soon after his retirement as
Karnataka police chief. Di-
nakar was head of the force
when Veerappan whisked the
actor away from his farm-
house at Gajanur in Tamil
Nadu.

Another instance when the
game came to the fore in rece-
nt years was when the body of
Nagappa was found more than
a hundred days after he was
kidnapped by Veerappan. Jay-
alalithaa pointed a finger at
Krishna for putting the search
operations on hold.

Though politicians vow th-
ey had no links with Veerapp-
an, two former Karnataka po-
lice chiefs have confirmed
such contacts. “Local politi-

RAP

amnesty

@ December 1994: Brother
Arjunan and two others,
Ayyadurai-and
Rangaswarny, surrender in
the face of an' STF
onslaught; Later, Arjunan
and'Rangaswarny
consume poison

@ December 1995:
Veerappan vents angeron
Tamil:Nadu STF, kills two
personnel

 January 1996: Attacks
and injures Tamil Nadu
superintendent

cians of Kollegal (in Karnata-
ka) seem to have some sort of
connections with him. They
might have taken Veerappan’s
help in some form or the other
to garner votes in that region,”
said S.C. Burman, who led the
STF between 1993 and 1995.

Nagappa’s family had cha-
rged then minister of state Ra-
ju Gowda with having links
with Veerappan. Hannur, an
Assembly segment, now rep-
resented by Nagappa’s widow
Parimala (Janata Dal-Secu-
lar), witnessed intense rivalry
between the two former minis-
ters for a decade.

On the other side of the
border, Veerappan had banked
on Kolathur Mani, of the Dra-

The bodies of Veerapnan and ong of his
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associates in a njorgue in Bharmapuri (AFP)

Tamilselvan. Kills a

constable

@ April 1997: Bullet+iddled
body of Veerappan’s
heir apparent; “Baby”
Veerappan, found.in
the forests

o July 1997: Kidnaps 10
forest personnel. One
returns with surrender
offer on'a cassette. A
month later, Nakkeeran
editor R.R. Gopal brokers
deal, all released

@ December 1998: Attack on
Vellitirippur police station

vida Kazhagam, for support in
the Mettur region and often
routed audio cassettes to the
two governments through
him.

In 2002, he asked for Mani
while holding Nagappa hos-
tage, but the former could not
venture out for negotiations as
he was held under the Terror-
ist and Disruptive Activities
(Prevention) Act.

“He had some hold on Veer-
appan and was willing to help
us (soon after Nagappa’s ab-
duction), but he was not allo-
wed to come out of prison,” sa-.
id T. Srinivasulu, a former
DGP who later worked as secu-
rity adviser to the Karnataka
government.

in Tamil Nadu. Begins
negotiations with Tamil
Nadu government

@ July 30, 2000: Abducts
Kannada matinee
idol Rajlkumar and four
others. One hostage
flees; actor freed months
later amid claims of 8
huge amount changing
hands

@ August 25, 2002
Karnataka minister
H. Nagappa abducted.
Body found after
some days

Srinivasulu said the Intel-
ligence Bureau had gathered
information that Veerappan’s
wife Muthulakshmi had
met PMK leader S. Ramadoss
and sought his help for the
couple to slip away to Sri
Lanka.

“They were from the same
community (Padayachi Gou-
nder), but I don’t think Rama-
doss helped them,” he said.

In 1990, a letter in Tamil
had linked Veerappan with
Raju Gowda (then a Congress
legislator from Hannur), but
then chief minister Veerendra
Patil merely handed it to the
police department to check its
veracity. That was the first
hint of such links.

f death

drove In
last nall

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Bangalore, Oct. 19: Veerap-
pan dropped guard on Monday
because he was suffering from
anumber of ailments, includ-
ing failing vision, bouts of as-
thma and diabetes, according
to top police sources here.

The sources said the band-
it had been desperate for med-
ical attention for almost a year.

Following a tip-off that he
was suffering from cataract,
the joint special task force
had kept a watch on medical
centres in Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka.

That he was suffering from
asthma was evident from
tablets found in the forests
during joint combing operat-
ions. Veerappan, however, tri-
ed herbal medicines to treat
the cataract as well as cure as-
thma.

In November 2000, the gov-
ernments of Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka allowed Dr Bhanu
to accompany Tamil activist P.
Nedumaran during negotiati-
ons for the release of thespian
Rajkumar. She treated Veer-
appan’s wounds and asthma
as well as Rajkumar’s illness
for a couple of days, and re-
turned to the city along with
the actor when Nedumaran
succeeded in his mission.

The sources said the brig-
and had trimmed his handl-
ebar moustache in order to sn-
eak out of the border region
for treatment.

“In the past, he used to
summon a doctor (from the
border areas) or visit one with-
out being noticed. This time,
he accepted help from one of
our informants for treatment
in a hospital and boarded the
ambulance. If he was on his
feet, he would have given us
the slip during the encounter,”
the sources said.

900 men,
Rs 20 cr for
chase of
decade

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Bangalore, Oct. 19: An army
of 900 men backed by reso-
urces to the tune of Rs 20 crore
was deployed for more than a
decade to track down the coun-
try’s most wanted bandit.

Official sources said 900
men, including a crack force
called the Ninth Battalion,
constituted the special task
force (STF) of Karnataka.

A similar force (in terms of
number of men) joined in fr-
om Tamil Nadu for combing
operations in Male Mahade-
swar hills in Karnataka and
the adjoining forests in the
neighbouring state.

The joint STF was set up in
April 1993, soon after a blast
triggered by the gang claimed
the lives of 22 policemen of
Tamil Nadu.

According to S.C. Burman,
retired DGP who led the STF
between 1993 and 1995, the
search operations resulted in
the arrest of Veerappan’s wife
Muthulakshmi in 1993.

“We were supported by
BSF men when we blasted one
of his hideouts a day before
her arrest. We succeeded in re-
ducing the gang to five men
within two years. We lost three
men but shot down 18 of his
gang. His brother Arjunan
and two others surrendered in
December 1994, but he (Arju-
nan) committed suicide next
year (while in custody),” he
said.

The operations were hind-
ered by a lack of support
from the Centre a couple of
times.

Though it despatched five
companies of the BSF in 1993,
the state’s plea for central fo-
rces met with no response fr-
om Delhi.

Soon after the death of for-
mer minister H. Nagappa in
2002, the state requested addi-
tional forces and sophisticated
weapons.

The weapons were put on
hold with the Centre placing
the requests from Jammu and
Kashmir and the border states
ahead of Karnataka.

&

Policemen and locals gather to take a look at the bodies of Veerappan and his

associates at the shootout site in Dharmapuri on Tuesday. (AFP)

Vermin of the
spits relieved actor

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Bangalore, Oct. 19: Veerapp-
an’s death at the hands of the
special task force has let loose
the emotions of prominent pe-
ople who have had run-ins wi-
th him.

For Kannada thespian Ra-
jkumar, the bandit’s death me-
ant good riddance to a “cruel
animal and vermin of the
gutter”.

“I suspect that he would
have nurtured elements like
him. They should not be allo-
wed to grow. I am happy he is
no more,” said the veteran ac-
tor who spent over 100 days in
the forest after Veerappan wh-
isked him away from his farm-
house at Gajanur, Tamil Nadu,
in 2000.

His wife, Parvathamma,
who was a witness to the abdu-
ction, woke him up early today
to break the news of Veerap-
pan’s death,

“Now I am free to visit my
native village without fear af-
ter waiting so long,” said Rajk-
umar, who was prevented fr-

om visiting his ancestral ho-
me since his release.

Rajkumar said he had of-
fered Veerappan the opportu-
nity to begin a new life while
in captivity in the dense for-
ests of Satyamangalam.

“To change him, I offered
to assist him with my contacts
so he could buy a house and
farmland and live a normal
life. He told me he would not
surrender in this life.”

Rajkumar said he knew no-
thing about the ransom repo-
rtedly paid for his release. “I
have not seen any money bei-
ng transacted or paid to him
(Veerappan), at least in my pr-
esence. However, I respect P.
Nedumaran (Tamil National-
ist Movement leader), whose
intervention helped set me
free.”

The bandit’s death was the
end of a “cruel animal’s life”
to Parimala Nagappa, widow
of former Karnataka minister
H. Nagappa, who died in Veer-
appan’s captivity two years
ago. “If only Veerappan was
held or finished much earlier,
my husband would not have

gutter,

been kidnapped or found dead
in the Chengadi forest. I wish
he was captured alive; so
many truths could have come
out,” said Parimala, now a
Janata Dal (Secular) MLA .

Nagappa was abducted on
the night of August 25, 2002,
and held captive for 104 days
before his body was found on
December 8.

His son Preetan demanded
a “CBI probe to find out how
he came to know about our vil-
lage and took my father
awayn‘ .

Retired deputy superinten-
dent of police Abdul Karim
said Veerappan’s death “is a
relief not only to me but also to
millions of people”. His son,
sub-inspector Shakeel Ahmed,
was killed by the bandit in Au-
gust, 1992,

In 2000, Karim had fought
the governments of Karnata-
ka and Tamil Nadu when they
wanted to release Tada deta-
inees as demanded by Veerap-
pan for Rajkumar’s release.
His petition in the Supreme
Counrt stalled the release of 51
detainees.

Shining pate caps crowning glory

M.R. VENKATESH AND
ALOKETIKKU

Oct. 19: Suave and calm amid
arush of cock-a-hoop jawans
in brown-and-green fatigues,
K. Vijayakumar reported at
his base camp as usual today.
Only a piece of cloth — wr-
apped round his head — peep-
ing under his cap gave away
the unusual.

The chief of Tamil Nadu’s
Special Task Force had tons-
ured his head after returning
well past midnight at the end
of a successful operation ag-
ainst their target, Veerapp-
an. He had sacrificed his hair
“in fulfilment of a personal
vow” at the famous Bannari
Amman temple near his Sat-
yamangalam base camp, ab-
out 100 km from Coimbatore.

It is a shrine where Veera-
ppan, too, used to make

offerings.

This out-of-character sh-
ow of emotion stems from his
running battle with the fore-
st brigand. Additional direct-
or-general Vijayakumar had
his first brush with Veerap-
pan as part of the special
task force before taking over
as the Chennai commission-
er after Jayalalithaa came to
power in 2001. He got his sec-
ond crack at Veerappan last
December, when Jayala-
lithaa put him at the head of
the STF after his term as
Chennai commissioner.

In his moment of glory,
Vijayakumar thanked his
team and the Karnataka STE
«“Wwe worked as one hand,
with one mission... we re-
drew our strategy and flood-
ed STF personnel from both
states in Veerappan’s heart-
land of Gopinatham,” he

Vijayakumar at a news
conference in Dharmapuri
on Tuesday. (PTD)

said, about the close co-ordi-
nation with the Karnataka
force.

Like a true warrior, he
had words of praise for his

vanquished enemy He
termed Veerappan a “worthy
foe, one who was not easy to
ge ”.

The officer today put
down the success to the STF’s
“stunning, two-track intelli-
gence gathering”. Inundat-
ing Gopinatham, Veerap-
pan’s birthplace, with in-
formers and helping the trib-
al populace with medical
camps, a move that wiped aw-
ay bitter memories of earlier
police excesses, made a dif-
ference.

The former commando
worked on a two-fold strate-
gy of winning the confidence
of villagers and sharpening
the intelligence neiwork of
the STE.

A home ministry official
said this emphasis on im-
proving the quality of intelli-
gence inputs resulted in yes-

terday’s encounter. Earlier,
combing operations were un-
dertaken on vague or delayed
intelligence — such isolated
campaigns could achieve lit-
tle in forests spread over
6,000 sq. km.

“He is someone who is
willing to experiment,” said
an officer who worked with
Vijayakumar. It is this guali-
ty, some suggest, that pro-
mpted Vijayakumar to look
at training women from the
tribal belt to join the police.

Vijayakumar also men-
tioned the support from the
chief minister’s office.

“We penetrated into jails
in both Tamil Nadu and Kar-
nataka to get vital intelligen-
ce from some of Veerappan’s
former associates,” he added.

The icing was Vijayaku-
mar’s “master plot” of put-
ting an STF man in Ve-

erappan’s driver’s seat and
luring him into a trap.

His foe gone, he is looking
to help the friends who
worked with him through
proper distribution of the re-
ward on Veerappan’s head.

After the killing of for-
mer minister H. Nagappa,
Karnataka had jacked up the
reward to Rs 5 crore. Tamil
Nadu had kept its booty at Rs
50 lakh.

Vijayakumar said Jayal-
alithaa had suggested incr-
easing the amount, but he
had advised against it.

“We wanted the new plan
to be kept low profile, but
now the prize money from
Tamil Nadu will automatical-
1y go up to Karnataka’s level
or even higher as the chief
minister has already given a
commitment on this issue,”
he added, with a smile.



~4a%§gd order in U.P.
not

satisfactory: Sonia

the Lok Sabha and Assembly
byelections in Uttar Pradesh,
the Congress president, Sonia
Gandhi, today said she would
take up with the Centre and the
Mulayam Singh Yadav Govern-
ment the deteriorating law and
order situation in the State.

The Congress chief told re-
porters on the first day of her
three-day “mass-contact” pro-
gramme in her parliamentary
constituency here that “law and
order was not satisfactory in Ut-
tar Pradesh.”

Ms. Gandhi attributed her
claim to the “feedback” from
the people and newspaper re-
ports. She, however, parried a
question over her party’s out-
side support to the State Gov-
ernment.

In Lucknow, Mr. Yadav de-
clined to react to Ms. Gandhi’s
remarks when approached by
reporters.

During his recent visit to his

Amethi parliamentary constitu-
ency, Ms. Gandhi’s son, Rahul,
had claimed that criminalisa-
tion had become a part of life in
the State.

Ms. Gandhi's comments
come a month before byelec-

“Don’t waste money”

RAE BAREL, SEPT. 14. The Con-
gress president, Sonia Gandhi,
today asked a group of women,
who had gathered to welcome
her at the Ramlila Ground here,
not to waste money on flowers
and instead use it for “produc-
tive” purposes.

Ms. Gandhi, who arrived here
today on a three-day mass con-
tact programme to her parlia-
mentary constituency, was
addressing a public meeting at
Sudauli. She said the people of
her constituency need not
spend money on flowers to wel-
come her. — UNI

THE HINDU ’

tions to two Lok Sabha and 12
Assembly seats in the State. !

Key problems

The Congress chief listed
power, water and roads as key
problems facing her constituen-
cy and promised to look into the
matter.

Earlier, Ms. Gandhij arrived at |
the Amausi airport in kucknow
and drove down to Rae Bareli.
“Instead of holding public
meetings, she would make un-
scheduled stoppages to meet
people,” a senior party leader
said.

This is her second visit to the
constituency after the Congress
came back to power at the Cen-
tre.

Sources said Ms. Gandhi
planned to visit remote villages
and take stock of the develop-
ment there instead of relying on
local leaders for feedback on
people’s problems and aspira-
tions. — UNI, PTI

“BroO200e
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withdrawal
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HUBLL, SEPT. 6. Mohammed Is-
mail, Judicial Magistrate First
Class Second Court, has given
the court’s consent for the
withdrawal of the case filed
against Ms. Bharti.

Mr. Ismail said that he had
allowed the application filed by
the prosecution (in July 2002)
seeking consent to withdraw
the case and said all the ac-
cused in the case, including
Ms. Bharti, were discharged.

The Magistrate said he had
dismissed the applications filed
by the six interveners on Sat-
urday (opposing the withdraw-
al) of the case. He directed that
the orders of the court be com-
municated to the Speaker of
the Madhya Pradesh Legisla-
tive Assembly.

A loud cheer rent the air
when the crowd waiting out-
side mobbed Jagadish Shettar,
BJP State unit secretary, and
Prahlad Joshi, party MP, when
they came out of the court hall.
The two leaders said the order
vindicated the BJP’s stand in
the case.

The order brought down the
curtains on an issue that had
resulted in Ms. Bharti quitting
as Chief Minister and surren-
dering in court.

Her decision to go to jail
rather than seek bail had put
the Congress-led Government
headed by Dharam Singh in a
tight spot.

THE Hpnn

7 SEP 2004



/Chandy Checks In

€ \,\’Yew Kerala CM could stop
ongress’s merry-go-round

\
(men Chandy’s elevation as chief minister is a
watershed in Kerala politics. Since the 1970s, Congress
politics in the state has been the domain of
K Karunakaran and A K Antony Chandy, 61, is an
eight-time MLA and a leader in his own right. A close
associate of Antony, his ascent to the CM’s post is a fallout
of the drubbing the Congress-led United Democratic
Front (UDF) received in the parliamentary elections at the
hands of the Left Democratic Front (LDF). The UDF which
came to power winning 100 of the 140 assembly seats in
2001 lost 19 of the 20 Lok Sabha seats in 2004. Antony, who
led the front on both occasions, has assumed moral
responsibility for the defeat. Two factors have been cited
as reasons for the UDF’s dismal show. One, Antony’s ‘
failure to run an effective government in the midst of
faction fights. Two, the shift of minority groups to the
Left Front following a stray remark by the chief minister
about them working as pressure groups. Neither the
party nor Antony got its act together despite repeated
defeats in bypolls. With just 18 months left for the term to
get over, Chandy faces a daunting task. He has not begun
promisingly, as a few coalition partners have kept out of '
the cabinet. Still, he appears the Congress’s best bet
considering that he has a clean image and enjoys the trust
of some sections of minorities. 12 %, . Mo~

While walking the tightrope, Chvindy needs to get
the government back on the rails. The Kerala model of
development that emphasised a welfare society with state
capital has been projected as a model for the Third World.
It is in need of correctives. The state continues to top the
charts in development indices. But its famed educational
and healith infrastructure is crumbling. The exchequer is
hurtling towards a debt trap. Unemployment is at
an all-time high. There is unrest in the plantations.
Antony’s promise on fiscal prudence hasn’t yielded
expected results. A much hyped global investor meet
failed to alter the development paradigm. Despite
significant strides in tourism, the big idea of the 90s, the
state continues to be a remittance economy. The last
two decades have seen a drastic change in Kerala’s social
character. A consumerist middle class dominated by
nuclear families sets the development priorities. For
[Kerala’s youth, the future lies in joining the 10 million-
trong diaspora. Congress or Left, the state’s political
class is clueless when it comes to understanding the new
social dynamics. Chandy needs to make a beginning.
His is an unenviable task. >y, )

—
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K. SUBRAHMANYA

New Delhi, Aug. 31: AK. An-
tony’s exit as Kerala chief
minister is unlikely to be the
end of the road for him.

The Congress’ “Mr Clean”
continues to enjoy the trust
and confidence of Congress
chief Sonia Gandhi even tho-
ugh she asked him to make
way for Oommen Chandy.

AICC leaders are quite
sure that Sonia will bring
Antony to the party headquar-
ters to shoulder organisation-
al responsibilities at the first
opportunity.

“That she has confidence
in Antony is borne out by the
fact that among a dozen Con-
gress chief ministers, he isthe
only one who continued to ha-

' ve aplace in the party working
commmittee after the organisat-

| ional reshuffle that Sonia Gan-

dhi carried out a few weeks
ago,” aparty leader said.
Ahmed Patel, Sonia’s polit-
ical secretary and working
committee member in charge
of Kerala, has dropped enough
hints that Antony could make
a comeback to national poli-
tics after nearly 10 years. The
former chief minister was

“Antony out of power,
but not out of favour

G (06 \\0\ ‘}t(;( \EV ,
briefly a party treasurer un- al secretary Vayalar Ravi —

der PV, Narasimha Rao while
holding charge as a Union
minister.

A few months after he quit
as Union minister in late 1994,
Antony returned to Kerala to
take over as chief minister
from his arch-rival K. Karuna-
karan. Ironically, Chandy, who
succeeded Antony this morn-
ing, orchestrated Karunaka-
ran’s replacement with the lat-
ter in April 1995.

There is no slot vacant at
the AICC at present, but party
leaders reckon the Congress
chief might entrust Antony
organisational responsibili-
ties in his capacity as a work-
ing committee member. It is
pointed out that “over the last
one year, Sonia has opted to
give organisational responsi-

. bilities tg working committee

members. without formally
making them a member of her
team of AICC office bearers.”
Antony’s rehabilitation in
Delhi may be on the cards, but
he is unlikely to find a place in
Parliament. Rajya Sabha elec-
tions are not due in Kerala for
18 months and two of the three
Upper House MPs — Karuna-
karan and former AICC gener-

are unlikely to make way for
him. If Antony is to enter the
Rajya Sabha, only state Congr-
ess chief Tennala Balakrishna
Pillai can make way for him.

Teething troubles

Chandy, 61, who took over as
Kerala’s 19th chief minister
today, is already facing the str-
ains of running a rickety coa-
lition for the 21 months that re-
main in the United Democrat-
ic Front’s term, adds our spe- °
cial correspondent from
Thiruvanthapuram .

Chandy, the first Jacobite
chief minister in the state,
was sworn in along with four
of the seven non-Congress
UDF partners. The ones to mi-
ss out were the Kerala Con-
gress-Jacob, Kerala Congress-
B and the RSP-B, the latter
splitting a few hours before
the swearing-in.

Governor R.L. Bhatia adm-
inistered the oath of office to
Chandy, the Indian Union Mu-
slim League’s PK. Kunhaliku-
tty, Kerala Congress-M’s K.M.
Mani, K.R. Gowry of the Jan-
adhipatya Samrakshana Sam-
iti and the Communist Marx-
ist Party’s M.V. Raghavan.
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‘Lost kid count alarms
Trattick hub Disbetief, '

dose of

tag on city, A eft-bash

RAJEEV BHATTACHARYYA
INNEW DELHI

More than a thousand
children go missing from
Calcutta every year, never
to return.

A report on human traf-
ficking in the country, com-
piled by the National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC),
dubs Calcutta one of the most
unsafe cities in the country
for children.

A total of 5,495 children
have remained on the missing
list in a span of six years, be-
tween 1996 and 2001.

“The number of children
reported missing in 2001, com-
pared with the number in 1996-
1997, shows a very high incre-
ase in Calcutta, followed by Hy-
derabad, Mumbai and Chenn-
| ai.Onanaverage, 15407 childr-
en are reported missing every
year from six metros in the

ountry,” said the report, Ac-
ion Research on Trafficking in
Women and Children in India.

“Where these children ha-
ve disappeared is a question to
ponder over seriously,” the re-
port adds.

It places Calcutta second,
some distance from Delhi (see
graphic) but well ahead of
Mumbai, Bangalore, Hyder-
abad and Chennai.

The NHRC is of the opin-

ion that among other factors, \

disappearance could be relat-
ed to human trafficking that is
rampant in Bengal.

“The link between missing
persons and trafficking can-
not be ruled out. West Bengal
experiences a high rate of traf-
ficking in the country,” said
P:M. Nair, principal investiga-
tor in the project.

The report said the state’s
contiguity to Bangladesh, Ne-
pal and Bhutan and the states
of Assam, Bihar, Jharkhand
and Orissa has made it an
ideal hub for trafficking,
where deals are struck and
victims transported to far-off
locations across the country.

A map showing the traf-
ficking routes reveals multi-
ple networks flourishing in
the state and spreading out to
Rajasthan in the north-west
and Tamil Nadu in the south.

Bengal also figures among
the six states with a high inci-
dence of trafficking in male
children. Unlike girl children
trafficked mainly to be sold to
the flesh trade, the missing
boys are meant largely for “ex-
ploitative labour”.

Among other measures, the
report has suggested amend-
ment of existing laws to check
trafficking and setting up of a
nodal agency under the NHRC
to monitor the alarming trend.

OUR BUREAU

Disbelief to surprise to muted
criticism of the government
—therange of reactions to the
National Human Rights Com-
mission (NHRC) report term-
ing Calcutta a plum spot for
human traffickers.

“We haven'’t seen the report,
but it seems an issue that needs
to be addressed by the govern-
ment,” state CPM secretary
Anil Biswas said on Tuesday.

“At this point, remedial
measures depend on the admi-
nistration. We have no comm-
ent to offer on whether we
should pit the party network
against the traffickers, but,
theoretically speaking, we will
not hesitate to look at the op-
tion if the situation warrants
it,” he added.

The Trinamul Congress se-
ized the statistics as a stick to
beat the ruling coalition with.
MLA Partha Chatterjee, who
has often raised the issue of
human trafficking from Ben-
gal through Calcutta in the As-
sembly, said: “Given the stran-
glehold of the Left, the traffic-
kers could not have flourished
without support from sections
of local politicians or police.”

According to a report bef-
ore the state home department,
nearly 10,000 minor boys and
girls (in the 7-18 age group),
gathered from different dis-

tricts, Bangladesh, Bhutan and
Nepal are taken through Cal-
cutta to various parts of India
and abroad. Approximately
3,000 are girls, who almost al-
ways end up in red-light dis-

Children missing between

1996 and 2001 MISS'NG

tricts, whereas the boys are
forced into labour or get
sucked into the underworld.
“The incidence of traffick-
ing is alarmingly high in dis-
tricts like Murshidabad, So-

MINORS

Calcutta is the

transit point for

trafficking into/out of

@ Bangladesh, Nepal and
Bhutan

» Nelghbourlng states like:
Bihar, Jharkhand, ‘
nd even Assam -

Reported
missing
from Delhi,
Calcutta,
umbai,
Chennai,
Bangalore and
:Hyderabad:

average,
every
year

-Study commissioned by
NHRC, supparted by United
mtmnsl-'und forthe )
Development of Women and
" conducted by the Indian
“Institute of Social Sciences

Study based on interviews of

4,006 traffickers and victims
. states of m country

Graphic: MANOJ

uth and North 24-Parganas.
We are trying to spread aware-
ness among the poor and uned-
ucated,” said PK. Agarwal,
principal secretary, social wel-
fare department.
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No Pota let-up
~ for Vaiko -

_gtatjpmm News Service

CHENNALI, Sept. 3. — The designated Po-
ta court here today rejected the Jayalalitha
government’s plea to
withdraw the case
against the MDMK
chief, Mr Vaiko, and
eight party colleagues,
holding that the Cen-
tral Review Commit-
tee’s decision that
there was no prima fa-
cie case against them
was “arbitrary” and
“premature”.

Dismissing the state government’s appli-
cation, seeking the court’s consent to with-
draw the Pota case against Mr Vaiko, based
on the order of the review committee, the
special judge, Mr L Rajendran, said it was
“totally unsustainable.” The pronounce-
ment came as a disappointment to the
large number of MDMK cadres who had
gathered in the court premises ready to set
off fireworks.

Mr Rajendran said the Review Commit-
tee’s order was “destitute of any valid ma-
terial except the speech delivered by Mr
Vaiko at the public meeting in Thiruman-
galam near Madurai on 29 June 2002, (in
support of the banned outfit, LTTE).” Mr
Vaiko was arrested under Pota in July
2002, soon after he landed at the Chennai
airport from a tour of the USA and was

Court blow

lodged in the Vellore Central prison for’

nearly 19 months. He came out on bail in
February 2004, before the Lok Sabha elec-
tions. The MDMK chief, who was not pres-
ent in the Court when the judge passed the
order, is presently on a padayatra across
the state. The other accused were present
in the court. The Judge said the review
committee had “prematurely” concluded
on the issue “without having any opportu-
nity to analyse the complete materials re-

——~ -

THE STATESMAN

Q(Qgs['?;nren gets bail eA\i\

RANCHI, Sept. 3. — JMM chief and former Un-
ion coal minister Mr Sibu Soren today secured a
conditional bail from Jharkhand High Court, a
month after surrendering before a Jamtara court
in connection with the Chirudih massacre case.
“Let the accused face trial...He is enlarged on
bail” Mr Justica Tanan Qen said after Ak- Ovrv:it
counsel Mr RK Jain told the Bench that he was
prepared to give an undertaking that his client
would appear in person before the court. Mr
Jain later told reporters that Mr Soren was gran-
ted bail on furnishing two surety bonds each
amounting to Rs 1.5 lakh. — PTI

lied upon by the Prosecution as available
before this Court”.

Also, the trial was in progress and “the
evidence is not yet concluded”. This being
the “plight”, the court said that the review
panel’s conclusion “about the absence of
(criminal) intention on the part of the ac-
cused is untenable”.

The review panel had found no prima fa-
cie case against Mr Vaiko and the others
on the ground that mere expression of
sympathy and even support for Tamils in
Sri Lanka did not amount to support to the
LTTE. In the withdrawal application, the
public prosecutor, which relied on review
panel’s findings, said “the criminal inten-
tion of the accused persons to speak in sup-
port of LTTE is doubtful.” In his order to-
day, the judge, however, admonished the
public prosecutor for not assigning any “in-
dependent, convincing reason” for seeking
consent to withdraw the prosecution case
against all the accused.

The court in exercising the “special du-
ty” assigned to it under Section 321 of the
CrPC, refused to grant consent to with-
draw the case. There would be further pro-
ceedings “as per circumstances.” Reacting
to the order, Mr Vaiko, speaking to the me-
dia, said it was “not unexpected”. He said
he would fight the case. /

v
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\@&GUTTAR PRADESH ON THE BOIL

CONGRESS LEADERS MAY make out that their
recently intensified disquiet over law and order
in Uttar Pradesh is motivated by genuine con-
cern for the well being of the people of the State.
But what stands out is the realpolitik in the
party’s hostile stance towards Chief Minister
Mulayam Singh Yadav. At one level, the war of
words against the Samajwadi Party-led Govern-
ment waged by Congress leaders including par-
ty president Sonia Gandhi, Union Home
Minister Shivraj Patil, and new party icon Rahul
Gandhi is an extension of a political battle wit-
nessed in the State during the 14th general elec-
tion. The announced objective on both sides
was to gain dominance over the secular political
space in U.P. The Samajwadi Party won that
round handsomely, picking up 36 out of the
State’s 80 Lok Sabha seats against the Congress’
nine. But following the Bharatiya Janata Party’s
debacle in the State and the not unrelated arriv-
al of a new dispensation at the Centre, the Con-
gress sees a new opportunity to capture ground
from the Samajwadi Party and, with some luck,
to marginalise it.

The manoeuvres triggered by this changed
strategic perception underline the Congress’ re-
fusal to come to terms with the Samajwadi Par-
ty’s secular credentials — and its special appeal
to minorities and to substantial sections of the
socially disadvantaged. In the process, the con-
tributions made by this party towards keeping
the communal peace in India’s most populous
State tend to be dismissed. It is an open secret
that the Congress leadership is trying to per-
suade or pressure the Rashtriya Lok Dal to de-
fect from Chief Minister Mulayam’s camp.
There are also indications of a growing close-
ness, or tactical convergence of interests, be-
tween the Congress and Mayawati’s

‘Dalit-assertive’ Bahujan Samaj Party. The cal-
culation is that an alliance with the BSP will help
the Congress not only in Uttar Pradesh but also
in Maharashtra, where Legislative Assembly
elections are due by the end of the year. Al-
though the BSP did not win any seat from Mah-
arashtra in the 14th general election, its spirited
performance, especially in Vidharbha, brought
about the defeat of Congress-Nationalist Con-
gress Party alliance candidates in about a dozen
Lok Sabha seats.

The logical conclusion of these moves could
be the ouster of the Mulayam Singh Govern-
ment and mid-term polls for the U.P. Assembly.
Bullish projections based on lead positions in
the State’s 403 Assembly segments goad the
Congress on in this game of realpolitik. An anal-
ysis of the data on how the various parties fared
in U.P. in the recently concluded Lok Sabha
election reveals that the BSP led in 100 Assembly
segments, the Congress in 47, and the RLD in 22.
Significantly, the Congress came second in more
than 50 segments. The calculation is that if it can
make common cause with the BSP and the RLD,
the new combine can win 42 per cent of the
State’s Assembly seats (assuming that the socio-
political situation remains unchanged). But the
Congress also looks forward to a substantial
shift of the mass Muslim vote from the Samaj-
wadi Party to the new formation. The game plan
seems to dictate that if all this is to happen, the
first step is to have the Mulayam Singh Govern-
ment undone. The arithmetic in the current As-
sembly is such that the Government is likely to
survive even if the Congress and the RLD for-
mally oppose it. It is in this context that the
statements about rising crime and the “deterio-

acquire an ominous meaning.

rating law and order situation” in Uttar Pradesh /
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s J. Jayalalithaa is losing her touch. Shk is
M quite well-known for changing her tune

when it suits her — her quick turnabout
from withdrawing support to the Bharatiya Janata
Party to full-throated support for it being just one ex-
ample — and for going unblinkingly back on her word,
but she always did it with imperturbable brazenness.
That brazenness seems a little dented. The All India
Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam’s non-perform-
ance in the Lok Sabha elections has obviously shaken
her, and she has gone for an indiscriminate withdraw-
al of all her policies in Tamil Nadu barely a week after
the results. While her retreat on some fronts may
augur well, the hurried decision to arrange for free
electricity to farmers, for example, suggests an
unashamed bid to ensure votes in the coming assembly
elections that says little for thought or planning be-
hind any of her moves, past or present. The ban on con-
versions was a policy that cost her dear this time. She
had originally implemented it to show how close she
was growing to the BJP. The anti-conversion law was
not only contrary to a constitutional right, for practi-
cal purposes it alienated her from both the Christians
and the Dalits, especially since the latter felt that their
only weapon to fight the oppressive casteism in the
state was being taken away from them. The withdraw-
al of this, as well as of the cases of defamation and
privilege against organs of the media, are positive
moves in every way. Freedom of speech is as funda-
mental a right as the right to practise the religion of
choice. The chief minister has also lifted the income
ceiling on beneficiaries under the public distribution
scheme, extended the free bus pass to students, and
withdrawn the cases against government employees
who had gone on strike.

In appearing to be consistent in her rollbacks,
Ms Jayalalithaa has exposed an alarming degree of in-
consistency. Free power for farmers and hut-dwellers
means a heavy subsidy, and this cannot be done thoug-
htlessly, if it can be done at all. Nothing has been said
about water shortage. The free pardon to government
employees erases important issues of responsibility
and rights and the specifics of the episode that led to
the charges against them, while it pushes out of sight
the debate over the legitimacy of the Tamil Nadu Es-
sential Services Maintenance Act. Similarly, discus-
sions about the use and abuse of the Prevention of Ter-
rorism Act have been glossed over, in spite of the ur-
gency of the Vaiko question. For Ms Jayalalithaa,
thinking is unimportant, all that is necessary is to hold
on to power.

THE TELE " .
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THE TﬁbﬂL NADU Chief Minister, Jayalalithaa, ap-
pears to have drawn the right lessons from the rout
of her party, the All India Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam, in the just-conciuded Lok Sabha elec-
tion. Within a week of the declaration of the elec-
tion results, Ms. Jayalalithaa has announced the
withdrawal of most of the controversial policies
and actions that had been the focus of the cam-
paign of Opposition parties. To her credit, the Chief
Minister responded positively to the powerful
message conveyed by the voters against the unpop-
ular measures adopted by the AIADMK Govern-
ment in the last three years. In one stroke, she
removed the income ceiling for those entitled to get
essential commodities under the Public Distribu-
tion System, restored free power supply to farmers
and hut dwellers, revoked punishment imposed on
Government employees who had gone on strike,
and extended the free bus pass scheme to all stu-
dents. Ms. Jayalalithaa also announced that the
Government would immediately withdraw the
large number of defamation cases filed against
newspapers and take steps to drop the privilege
proceedings in the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assemb-
ly against The Hindu and Murasoli. She also
promised repeal of the Act against forcible religious
conversions, which had provoked widespread pro-
tests from minorities and other sections of society
who saw in the enactment a threat to the funda-
mental right to practise and propagate religion.
The hope is that the withdrawal of the defama-
tion cases and the steps to drop privilege proceed-
ings will be followed up by efforts to restore
normal, healthy professional relations between the
Government and the media. Defamation cases, and
also privilege proceedings, have often become tools

7 W o
POWER OF DEMOCRACY 5 v

to intimidate the media in the hands of the intoler-
ant; they have a chilling effect on free expression
and criticism. The decision to repeal the Act on
conversions is of even greater political significance
with Ms. Jayalalithaa using the opportunity to pre-
sent her Government as a “true friend and cham-
pion of minorities.” The withdrawal of cases filed
against Government employees and political lead-
ers under the Tamil Nadu Essential Services Main-
tenance Act will be widely welcomed but the Act
itself is seen as undemocratic and violative of exist-
ing labour laws. Government employees and trade
unions will see justice done only if the Act is re-
pealed. Ms. Jayalalithaa has chosen to remain silent
on cases filed under the Prevention of Terrorism '
Act. The cases against Vaiko and eight other MDMK
members must be smoothly withdrawn. Will it be
too much to hope that in keeping with the spirit of
the rolibacks, Chief Minister Jayalalithaa will abjure
the application of POTA in the State? If she does
this, Tamil Nadu will set a trend for the rest of India
to follow. In any case, the new Government at the
Centre is expected to take early steps to have the
discredited anti-terrorism law repealed by
Parliament.

After initially seeking to deny that the election
results were a reflection on the performance of her
Government, Ms. Jayalalithaa has done the right
thing by addressing the concerns of various sec-
tions of the people that found their clearest expres-
sion through the Electronic Voting Machines in the
May 10 election. Although she has not attributed
the wideranging rollbacks to the poll outcome, the
turnaround should be celebrated as yet another
demonstration of the power of the baliot box, the
power of democracy.




" Lucknow stampede toll

(o ¢ \A O\
N mm‘ﬁnts to 22
Tandon Washes His Hands Off Incident

TiMes News NETwoRrk/PTI

Lucknow: The police have regis-
tered a case against the organisers
of the saree distribution function
here during which a stampede oc-
curred killing 22 people.

Police sources said
the toll in the inci-
dent mounted to 22
after a child, injured
in the stampede died
on Monday night.
The function was or-
ganised in Mahana-
gar area, on the occa-
sion of BJP leader
Lalji Tandon’s birth-
day. The programme
was organised by a
private organisation.

A case has been
registered against |
the organisers and
raids were being con-
ducted to nab them,

some years now,” Tandon said,
coming out strongly in defence
of Brajendra Murari Yadav, a
former BJP corporator whose
history-sheet is still open.
Tandon also did not see the
sari distribution as a violation of

3 .

the sources said.

The state govern-
ment has ordered an
inquiry into the tragedy by divi-
sional commissioner D C Lakha,
who has been asked to submit his
report within a week.

Tandon not only washed his
hands off the incident, but also

-gave those associated with the
function a clean chit.

“The organisers were not at
fault nor was their intention sus-
pect,” Tandon said emphatically.
“Giving saris and foodgrains to
the poor is a noble cause and
they have been doing this for

TM“

Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpaye
women and children who died in the stampede in Lucknow

y viVpbed LT

the model code of conduct. “The
party was in no way involved
and the venue also was a public
park. The occasion was also not
used to campaign for the party,”
Tandon said.

When told that the venue had
party flags all over, he countered,
“Does putting up party flags make
it an official party function?”’

Tandon said that he personally
did not believe in having a bash on
his birthday but preferred to take
up Gomati cleaning drive, better

e talks to the relatives of the

upkeep of cremation grounds and
anti-polythene drive. “Inspired by
such work, the organisers started
distributing saris to poor women.”
When told Yadav was a history-
sheeter, Tandon said, “Yeh to pun-
ya ka kaam hai, garibon ka bhala
hi hota hai is se.”

It was a sad thing
to have happened
and the victims’ kin
also realise it was
an accident, Tan-
don said, adding, it
won't harm BJP’s
poll prospects.

Deputy  Prime
Minister L K Ad-
vani claimed that
the ex-gratia pay-
ment to the families
of the dead and in-
jured was not a vio-
lation of the Elec-
tion Commission’s
model code of con-
duct.

“It is not a viola-
tion of Election
Commission’s model code of con-
duct. An accident has taken place
and people have died in it. It is the
responsibility of both the state
government and the Centre to ex-
tend all help to the needy,” he told
reporters here.

Asked whether distribution of
sarees on the occasion had not vi-
olated the model code of conduct,
he said the nomination process
had not yet started and even the
Election Commission has made a
comment on it.
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PM poll agent’s b'day gif
free saris, 22 dead women

‘The dead were bundled into waiting wagons like animals, there was no drinking water for injured.’ said a witness

B Both BJP & Mulayam: Don’t politicise Bl CEC says wait for report

AMIT SHARMA
LUCKNOW, APRIL 12

e

7
WENTY-two women and
three children were killed
- and nearly three dozen in-
i juredinestampede at a -
cal park where saris were being given
out free to mark the 70th birthday of

_ the Prime Minister’s election agent

and leader of opposition in the As-
sembly, Lalji Tandon.

Prime Minister Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, busy in election meetings in Bi-
har, cut short his visit and reached his
parliamentary constituency late in the
evening to visit the injured.

To ensure a large turn-out, the or-
ganisers of the sari-distribution show,
Nagrik Sewa Samiti, had transported
the women on vehicles from places as
distant as slums from Chinhat. These
vehicles were adorned with banners
saying “Tandonji ke janmadin per garib

mahilaon ko vastra vitran (Distribu--

tion of clothes to poor women on Tan-

INDIAN EXPRESS

h\
K VA

donji’s birthday)..

Tandon himself distributed nearly a
dozen saris and was then escorted out
for lunch to a nearby restaurant. It
was then, according to eyewitnesses,

that the stampede occurred.

Two stalls had been set up for dis-
trxbutwﬁ of the saris—each had four
p in charge—for the estimated
wmen who jostled in the 41-

Those bchmd the dtsmbutie

counters started throwing: the sari-

bundles on‘the crowd which provoked

a45-minute stampede. Awoman with -

a s1x-month-old in her arms was
among those killed.
“The dead and also the mjured

* were bundled into the waiting wagens

like animals. The organisers had not
even arranged for drinking water for
them prompting us to arrange for the
same,” said Kishan Gupta, a shop
owner in the Vinakay Palace opposite
the Chandra Shekhar Azad Park
venue, “Most of those who were
brought here were dead and some
even died on the way. We surely were
not equipped to take care of those
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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