Patnaik foot faults i’
Orissa House clash

Pandemonium Breaks Lgose Over Bauxite Deal

N
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RISSA chief minister Navin Patnaik
on Tuesday sustained injury in the

O state legislature amid high drama of

suspension of an opposition Congress MLA
and unruly scene that dominated the first
half of the day. Mr Patnaik has twisted his left
foot whenit came under the table during the
question hour. The chief minis- §
ter, who was limping after the &2
incident, was rushed to the
government hospital here.
The unpleasant incident took
place when the members be-
longing to the opposition Con-
gress, Orissa Gana Parishad
(OGP), Jharkhand Mukti Mor-
cha (JMM) and ruling BID-
BJP coalition clashed just in
front of Mr Patnaik’s seat over
the alleged irregularities over a

the manner in which the state-owned Oris-
sa Mining Corporation hurriedly signed an
agreement with the Vedanta Alumina Ltd
last month for mining rights to a joint ven-
ture company where VAL will have 76% eq-
uity stake. Besides, they also wanted a cate-
gorical reply whether the company had in-
vested the required amount in the proposed
Rs4,500-crore alumina project to make it el-
igible for sourcing of bauxite mines from 75
million ton reserve Lanjigarh
bauxite deposit. They also
wanted to know how much
the state government was go-
ing to benefit from the joint
venture?

When the minister could
not come out with satisfactory
replies to pointed queries, the
angry opposition members
shouted anti-government slo-
\ gans and created a ruckus. |
| As the House witnessed

deal with Vedanta Alumina Ltd
(VAL) over bauxite mining
largesse. VAL is a 100% sub-
sidiary of the Sterlite Industries, which of late
has sparked off a political row in the state
overitsRs4,500-crore project at Lanjigarh in
the backward Kalahandi district.

The opposition members rushed to the
well of the House when the steel and mines
minister, Padmanabha Behera could not give
satisfactory replies to most of their queries.

The Congress members queered the pitch
by demanding a categorical reply from the
minister that why did the government opted
for the MoU route instead of the transparent
global bidding process for mining of huge re-
serves of bauxite at Lanjigarh mines. They
were also questioning the government for

Foot FOR THOUGHT

pandemonium over the issue,
state sports minister, Debasis
Nayak, signalled the ‘security
personnel to remove the camera fitted on the
audience gallery, prompting an immediate
reaction from the Congress member Anup $
Sai. - ‘

In a fit of anger, Mr Sai threw his shoesat |
the security personnel who were driving out
the cameramen. This was objected to by the
BJD-BJP members who rushed to the well to
pick up a quarrel with the Mr Sai.

In the ensuing stampede, the chief minis-
ter’s table fell on his left foot. Mr Patnaik,
with a swollen foot, was immediately rushed
to the central hospital. He was released after
preliminary treatment. The doctors have ad-
vised him two days's rest.

The Economic Times



‘Shiv Sainiks Vandallse
rebel leader’s

Times News NETWORK "\gdl
Mumbai: A group of about 20 suspectéd
Shiv Sainiks attacked four vehicles be-
longing to dissident leader and former
mayor Ramesh Prabhoo (65) on Monday
morning, apparently to teach him a les-
son for revolting against the party.

Prabhoo, a veteran Shiv Sainik and ex-
MLA, had contested the recent assembly
elections as a rebel candidate against the
party’s official nominee and then sitting
MILA Vinayak Raut in Vile Parle. Raut lost
the polls to Ashok Jadhav of the Congress
and Prabhoo was blamed for the defeat of
the Sena nominee. Before the elections,
Sainiks had attacked the office of Chan-
drakant Paudwal, another Sena rebel in
Girgaum. A few years ago, a Sena corpo-
rator Sridhar Khopkar was found mur-
dered in mysterious circumstances.

A group of vandals walked up to the
former Shiv Sainik’s bungalow “Prabhoo
Ghar” at Hanuman Cross Road No 2 in
Vile Parle (East) around 11.45 am on Mon-
day and told the watchman Pawan Tiwari
that they wanted to meet Prabhoo.

Tiwari informed them that Prabhoo

14 OUSG

» SC SETS ASIDE THACKERAY'S CONVICTION IN
CONTEMPT CASE: The supreme court on
Monday set aside a Bombay high court
order of 1997 convicting Shiv Sena chief
Bal Thackeray of contempt of court for
levelling bribery charges against a
judge in his Dussehra rally speech at
Shivaji Park in 1996.

was suffering from malaria and was
resting in his room on the second floor
of the bungalow. Without any provoca-
tion, they started fisting Tiwari and at-
tacking the windshields of Prabhoo’s
four vehicles—a Mercedes van, a Dae-
woo, a Maruti Omni van and a Baleno—
which were parked in the bungalow’s
compound.
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MUMBA], Nov. 1. — Mr
Vilasrao Deshmukh and
Mr RR Patil were today
sworn in as chief minister
and deputy chief minister
of Maharashtra.

Governor Mr Moham-
mad Fazal gave them the
oath office and secrecy ata
ceremony at Raj Bhavan in
the presence of several
Congress and NCP leaders.
The rest of the ministry will
assume shape in due course
as the exercise of picking
up colleagues from 141
MLAs is likely to be chal-
lenging ,albeit, with the
help of their respective
Central leaderships. Mr
Deshmukh and Mr Patil ,
however, betray no tension
of Cabinet formation. Mr
Deshmukh was confident
that by Wednesday and
Thursday he would be able

-~ Deshmukh sworn in

ALL'S WELL THAT ENDS WELL! Mr Vilasrao Deshmukh and

Mr Sushil Kumar Shinde after the swearing in ceremony. — AFP

to induct more ministers.
Reporters welcomed the
new chiet” minister and his
deputy at Vidhav Bhavan.
Mr Deshmukh said he had
consulted Mr Patil about

2 NOV 2004

Cabinet expansion and
added that today’s Cabinet
meeting was peacetul as
oitly the chief minister and
deputy chief minister’s we-
re present.

THE STATESMAN

as (M

The new chief minister
conceded that the state was
neck deep in debts. “We
have to borrow to repay in-
terests on earlier borrow-
ings and this has adversely
affected new development
projects,” he said. Mr
Deshmukh said the govern-
ment will have to explore
new ways of raising money
at lower interest rates and
added that despite these
problems, the Democratic
Front government would
implement the assurance of
making farmers debt free.

The new Maharashtra
Cabinet will have 43 minis-
ters — 24 from NCP and
19 from the Congress in
keeping with the new stat-
utory provisions. Aspir-
ants are many but berths
are limited, NCP and Con;/

gress will have to ignore
claims of several MLAs
notwithstanding their se
niority and experience.

L 7



INTERNAL OPPOSITION TO AJIT PAWAR COST NCP CM'’S POST

Oct. 28. — Too many aspirants in the
Nationalist Congress Party finally
cost it the chief minister’s post. Most
of the senior leaders in the 71-MLA
party were believed to be against the
front-runner, Mr Ajit Pawar, the
nephew of NCP president Mr Sharad
Pawar, as they find him too young,
Others pointed to his “arrogance”
and said it made him unacceptable as
a leader. Discretion being the better
part of valour, the NCP agreed to
concede the chief minister’s chair to
the Congress and bought peace with-
in its rank. As a seasoned politician,
the NCP president would not have
articulated his dilemma in so many
words but his senior colleagues in the
state have realised that Mr Pawar,
after having insisted on NCP leading
the new government, quietly surren-
dered the initiative as he anticipated
the risk of favouring one name or
other for the post.

Mr Ajit Pawar has rivals in Mr
Vijay Sinh Mohite-Patil, Mr Chagan
Bhujbal, Mr RR Patil and Mr Jayant
Patil. They all were delighted as
their party chief curtly told the
Congress that he would settle for
nothing less than the top post.

Within the NCP, Mr Ajit Pawar is
often accused of haughty behaviour.
Unlike his uncle, he is yet to set up
better rapport with the seniors
wl‘%@, only could have made him

Clockwise from top left: Bhujbal, Ajit Pawar,
Sharad Pawar, Vijay Sinh, Jayant Patil

Ajit Pawar’s ‘age and arrogance’
wore cited by NCP leaders who
refused to back him as chief minister
and Sharad Pawar had to back off

acceptable to them as their leader.
Sources said, even Mr Praful Patel,
the national spokesman, did not
favour Mr Ajit Pawar’s name.

CRISIS - .

Nevertheless, the late evening deci-
sion yesterday giving away chief min-
ister’s post to the Congress came as
a shock for the NCP workers in
Mumbai.

Securing two more Cabinet posts
is not considered a big deal. The
Congress still retains the lucrative
urban development ministry (which
almost all chief ministers in
Mabharashtra kept with them), rev-
enue, cooperation and general
administration. For any political
party, Maharashtra being the
wealthiest state remains a big fund
raiser. The NCP will have to be sat-
isfied with two key ministries like
home and finance. Its demand for
revenue and cooperation was turned
down by the Congress. The ministry
formula has already been worked
out under which the NCP will have
24 ministers and the Congress 19.

The aspirants in the Congress are
Mr Sushilkumar Shinde, Mr Vilas-
rao Deshmukh and Mr Patangrao
Kadam. The current incumbent,
asked by Mrs Sonia Gandhi person-
ally to take over from Mr Vilasrao
Deshmukh about 18 months ago to
thwart the anti-incumbency factor,
leads the pack. The NCP and Con-
gress are meeting separately at 10
am. and 11 a.m. tomorrow before
they attend the Democratic Front
gathering at the Vidhan Bhavan
later to choose the leader. The
swearing-in is expected on Saturday.

Another report on page 4

—
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/Congress gets

top job,

NCP

more berth

P B
Vinod Sharma/Saroj Nagi
New Delhi, October 27

AFTER 11 days of suspense and
tough bargaining, the Congress
. and NCP worked out a settle-
ment tonight on the Maharash-
tra government. As a price for
retaining the chief minister’s of-
fice, the Congress conceded
three additional ministerial
berths to Sharad Pawar’s party,
but not its demand for two
deputy chief ministers’ posts.

The agreed formula repre-
sents only a minor deviation
from the 1999 agreement. As op-
posed to the 21 ministers it had
in the outgoing Sushilkumar
Shinde government, the NCP
will now get 24 berths. And the
Congress will be left with 18 as
against the 21 berths it held
apart from the CM’s post.

The logjam was broken after a
series of meetings between the
two sides with Sonia Gandhi’s
political secretary Ahmed Patel
and civil aviation minister Pra-
ful Patel playing emissaries. In
the course of the talks, Pawar
also spoke to Sonia Gandhi, be-
sides discussing the issue with
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and Defence Minister
Pranab Mukherjee.

From the package, it is obvious
that Pawar chose to be accom-
modative towards the Congress
after first insisting on the CM’s
office and then on two deputy
CMs. But it remains to be seen
whether the Maharashtra pact
also has a Central dimension.

In the course of the negotia-
tions, Pawar was reportedly told
that the Congress was not will-
ing to concede anything more
than two Cabinet slots, one MoS
and two portfolios. Conceived by

Sushilkumar Shinde
Tipped to be CM

Mukherjee, this offer saw the
NCP seeking two deputy CMs,
which the Congress rejected
point-blank.

The legisiature parties of the
two partners will meet on Friday
to elect their respective leaders.
From available indications,
Shinde, a Dalit, may continue as
chief minister with the NCP’s
Maratha nominee, Vijaysinh Mo-
hite Patil, as his deputy. The oth-
er name in circulation from the
Congress side is that of Vilasrao
Deshmukh. “But much would de-
pend on who the MLAs elect as
their leader,” a senior AICC func-
tionary said.

In its pursuit to retain the
CM’s slot, the Congress agreed to
an expansion of the NCP’s con-
trol of the state administration
in terms of key ministerial
berths, In addition to the prized
portfolios of home, finance, irri-
gation, PWD, power, health, ru-
ral development and technical
education, the NCP will also get
labour, forest and environment.
But urban development, cooper-
ation, revenue and housing,
which the NCP wanted, will re-
main with the Congress.



gress and the NCP today came
tantalisingly close to ending
the Maharashtra stalemate,
but were forced to put on hold
a give-and-take deal.

Under the agreement that
was almost made public, the
NCP leadership, which has
been insisting on the chief
minister’s chair, is learnt to
have agreed to concede the top
post to the Congress, the jun-
ior partner in terms of the
number of MLAs.

The understanding was
that the Congress would then
re-elect outgoing chief minis-
ter Sushil Kumar Shinde.

Anticipating a “package of
concessions” from the Con-
gress, the NCP leadership had
made preparations to make an
announcement in the evening.
Ahmed Patel, the political sec-
retary to Congress president
Sonia Gandhi, was expected to
convey his party’s “offer” to
NCP leader Praful Patel late in
the afternoon.

N\
4 Maharashtge} SeE-Saw

K. SUBRAHMANYAq: Q‘[’\
New Delhi, Oct. 25: The Con- .

However, Praful could not
carry the final “offer” with
him when he went to NCP
chief Sharad Pawar’s 6 Jan-
path official residence late in
the evening. That there was no
breakthrough became evident
when Pawar left his residence
to attend Union minister Ram
Vilas Paswan’s iftar without
addressing a scheduled media
conference.

Emerging from Pawar’s
residence, Praful said the NCP
leadership had not yet taken a
“final decision on the Con-
gress party’s proposal”.

Yesterday, the Congress
had offered the NCP three
additional berths — two of
cabinet rank and one of minis-
ter of state rank — in the 43-
member ministry and two
extra portfolios.

If the offer comes through,
the NCP will have 15 cabinet
ministers and nine ministers
of state, while the Congress
will have 12 and six, respec-
tively.

The NCP leadership is un-
derstood to be pressing for two

deputy chief minister posts —
one for incumbent Vijaysinh
Mohite-Patil and the other pre-
sumably for facilitating the re-
turn of former deputy chief
minister Chhagan Bhujbal.
The demand for two deputy
chief minister slots is not seen
as a big hindrance.

The NCP has apparently
sought an additional berth in
the Manmohan Singh min-
istry to accommodate Tariq
Anwar, who had walked out of
the Congress along with
Pawar and PA. Sangma.

Besides, the NCP is be-
lieved to be seeking an assur-
ance from the Congress that
it would fully back Pawar if
the Supreme Court orders
fresh elections to the Board
of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCY).

The hearing on the Sept-
ember elections, which Pawar
lost by a casting vote, is sched-
uled to resume tomorrow.

However, the NCP leader-
ship denied that it is bargain-
ing for anything beyond
Maharashtra.

E——




NEW DELHI, Oct. 24. — In an
apparently last-ditch attempt to hold
on to its claim over the Maharashtra
chief ministership, the Congress to-
day offered the NCP added bonanza
in the new state Cabinet, if it agrees to
concede the top post to its nominee.

The NCP did not reject the propos-
al, but its leader Mr Praful Patel made
it clear that “our initial response to
this is not enthusiastic.” The formula
to break the nine-day long deadlock
over the chief ministership involving
the two alliance partners was pro-
posed to Mr Patel by Mr Pranab
Mukherjee, who is heading the Cong-
ress team to resolve the tangle, over
the telephone this afternoon.

Mr Mukherjee said the Congress is
ready to allot “three additional minis-
terial berths and two extra portfolios”
to the NCP in lieu of the chief minis-
ter’s office for a Congress candidate.
This formula would help the NCP
retain all its crucial portfolios —
home, finance, power, irrigation —
besides possibly securing plum port-
folios like revenue and co-operatives
from the Congress’ existing quota. In
terms of strength also, the NCP will
have 24 ministers as against 18 minis-
ters- of the Congress, whereas both

N

SCS
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Surjeet peeved

%] NEW DELHI, Oct.
\| 24.— CPI-M general
~( secretary Mr
Harkishen Singh
Surjest today said
{ race for power has
led to the stalemate
over chief
ministership in Maharashtra.
“They all want power and we are not
like them. We work for the betterment
of the people,” he told the media
when asked about the
ongoing political tussle between the
Congress and the NCP in
Maharashtra. — PTI

parties had about 21 ministers each in
the 42-member ministry in the outgo-
ing Maharashtra government. Mr
Praful Patel said: “This is the first
Congress proposal in the last eight
days beyond our stated positions.”
“We need at least a day to consult our
colleagues to formulate our final
response.”

Mr Patel hinted that the NCP has
stuck to its stand claiming the chief
minister’s post for being the “major
partner” of the ruling alliance in its
capacity as the single largest party.

Both the NCP and the Congress
camps sent out signals that the con-

‘Cong makes CM

pitch,

to play

tentious issue would be resolved with-
in a couple of days.

Although there was no meeting
between the Congress and the NCP
till the evening, their “internal consul-
tation sessions” continued. The Con-
gress brass, including Mr Mukherjee,
Mr Arjun Singh, Mr Ghulam Nabi
Azad, Mr Ahmed Patel, and Mrs
Margaret Alva, went into a huddle at
Mrs Sonia Gandhi’s residence while
Mr Praful Patel was said to have been
closeted with NCP chief Mr Sharad
Pawar. The legislature party meetings
of both the sides are scheduled for
tomorrow in Mumbai.

There are signs that the Congress is
softening. It will barely have much
options but to concede the chief min-
istership to the NCP, if the latter
rejects this proposal. Both Mr Pawar
and Mr Patel denied any proposal for
two deputy chief minister’s posts for
the NCP in lieu of the top post for the
Congress was mooted by either side,

Mr Pawar today politely rejected
Mr Harkishen Singh Surjeet’s report-
ed offer to broker a deal, saying the
two partners are competent to find a
solution between themselves.

Tomorrow, the Congress and NCP
leaders are expected to get back to
the negotiating table to carry forward
their talks, which, albeit inconclusive,
has now entered a decisive stage.



e{ITE wEed

G

e frsiista, Tafafs, N
TR T SR A S
TRACEA R o W
@ TreReRI T (qa B
34)-7 g BIICATS ST |

Q9w JAPTE A R
AT THED (S FAFAS
we wram @ B B e
AR 751 JATE AT 7
g ueat 5 Sergad o,
AGHFAY GPY" TFEA Wi
FCECR| W MRS TS FCAA|
AT WCER AREE FES U0
T T AP BIEICS '
A5 AGAOT TR el

AFT| AWE (P T TR
sifen si@a wer AceCR, JATE
ofwa e & T - feeom
| Siel ot wiime fom o Sfs e
T8 g 7 wffie wren fice
il =i | FTAER 45 (AE @
@ g (ST S T ARICS

L9 A 7

Wﬁqmamm

AT A (F, AR 42

Wm‘*ﬁmmamew
e 2@ 5 we ared
FCAGIE gd HWRE [ey
e Ai-frca < B swged
(TSl epE A5 A,
“efjfirm TR G5! ST F0E
43 GF51 BeAREAT T B3I

s fcwre GTes T I
) FOA YA W
ToFE WY O AANE GO
4% ~falZfors? T YEE PR
e #{fATRE e TS|
e weedt wifag, o
S s w7 were e
frre @l @ wel, «w 5 @
wfefre wme foq wae &l
A0S AR 2o AR

e vt

W Wemamag
it @m‘ﬁil oq T B
F0a1” @ B Poim Toa ot
IS LA G516 A0 e
@, 93 (@ Qe i e AArecas
| O FCEH A A4S, a3
sfefre 1'% v7s frtse @a &
-3 O AT el e
G| WEA AR TG,
e TEOAHA ML (&
TR [N WA | 43 TR @ 5
Pla e oe '/ (N
TR ARNIE 6 A AT
I LI AR S A2
w4, 7GR Il wFge]d e
3oy aearg o= 7 P13 2t
s @@l ewgyd e
stewitsd g gua frs o
T T SIaR A1fer 7y
e i fee, el o
G =17 A e

FNASARATAD

(7ite @ foTe e oI e
HEre AGTASE IHITE HACEA |
SICS WA WY FAS! T @
SGRIAL T | FUA 9T AR
SLAEHIE 49 J (0| FLLATH
GFICHE WTT I@q), ASAIE
FWAAT (R Ao =
208 | 2P TR (A
eI 7 FOA @A ToT,
R (T8 FICRATH AT 93]
(el iws Rl @2 Jfe
Fice Frre FeE|

AT AR ey
WWWWQW
T 9k @ B Bm S
A oW S @ bl geme
fowsl i zratR, ©F >R 9

STl ISY A SiE S
P ST T W,
ohl A eE @7 B B
frcarr) Tael oy g #F@
18 8 =W ST OF 9 (T
srafeew) g S e
@R o 52 A4 Tl i
oA Fremd S FA IEEE|
4 AR AR 2040 7S Qo
JeTe o e @Y
T FGTEA HCH (39T FAS
of T egE eS|
witer fwere 12 ke atea
«ﬂaﬁaﬁw,mw
B 9IS FUS I | #{Ta-
7T 4 i -1 g (et elerae
@mﬁ AT A (TTHA H
I G 2 (35T T




Shinde hits
out at
‘betrayer’
Marxists

i
Y \0 (} 4
HT Corresporident \V/W
New Delhi, October 21

A NEW government led by a
Congress chief minister would
have been in place in Maharash-
tra by now had the CPI(M) not
“refused” to be recognised as the
party’s prepoll ally, Sushil Ku-
mar Shinde said today.

The outgoing chief minister
blamed the CPI(M) for betraying
the Congress in the deadlock
over which party should lead the
new government in the state.
Shocked at the CPI(M)’s attitude,
Shinde said the Congress had
left three seats for the Left party
after an understanding was
reached at the highest level. 1
was directed to give up the three
seats on instructions from the
high command,” he said. An in-
furiated Shinde hoped the Con-
gress leadership would take up
the matter with the CPI(M) at the
highest level.

The Congress won 69 seats in
the Assembly polls, and would
have enjoyed the support of 72
MLAs — one more than the
NCP’s 71 — had the CPI(M) not
“denied” the prepoll understand-
ing, Shinde 'said. The death of
Govindrao Wanjari, who had
won the Nagpur (South) seat, has
reduced the Congress’s strength
to 68, which means the Congress
will have only 71 legislators even
if the CPI(M) accepts the prepoll
alliance.

But there was some good news
for the Congress, too. Another
Independent legislator extended
support ito the party today
Madan Bhosale, son of former
MPCC chief Prataprac Bhosale
who won the Wai seat near Sa-
tara, met Congress president 8o-
nia Gandhi a day after nine oth-
er Independents had declared
their support to the party.

The next round of Congress-
Nationalist Congress Party talks
to decide on a chief minister will
be held on October 23.
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NEW DELHI/MUMBAI,
Oct. 18. - A crucial meeting
between the leaders of the
Congress and the NCP late
tonight failed to break the
deadlock over the next Ma-
harashtra chief minister.

The NCP chief, Mr
Sharad Pawar, upped the
ante shrewdly proposing
that his party is even ready
to give “outside support” to
the Congress, if the latter
would not like to honour
the 1999 formula.

The Maratha strongman
has been firmly insisting on
the implementation of this
formula suggested then by
the Congress itself, accord-
ing to which the party with
the larger number of MLAs
was allotted the chief minis-
ter’s post with the deputy
CM’s chair and several
plum portfolios going to
the junior partner.

-

1)

MUMBAI, Oct. 18. — Shiv Sena supremo Mr Bal Thackeray
today said his son Mr Udhav Thackeray would continue to be
the parly’s executive president despite the defeat in the
elegtion. In an editorial in the party mouthpiece, Saamna, he
said his fears of Bangladeshi migrants voting against the Shiv
Sena-BJP combine had been reflected in the results. He
blamed his party’s defeat on the Bangladeshi Mustim vote-
bank “groomed by the Cohgress” and added that the “threat of
Muslim fundamentalism” will cost the country dearly. — SNS

After the meeting held at
Mr Pawar’s residence, the
Congress leader, Mr
Ahmed Patel and the NCP
leader, Mr Praful Patel,
conceded that the consulta-
tions did not clinch the
issue. The matter will be
taken up again tomorrow.
Mr Pranab Mukherjee and
Mr Ghulam Nab1 Azad
along with- Maharashtra-
related Congress leaders,
Mrs Margaret Alva, Mr
Sushil Shinde and Prabha

-k - -

Rau, were present.

Mr Pawar has rejected
the Congress proposal to
become the chief minister
himself. Mr Shinde had
mooted the idea of a chief
minister for two-and-a-half
years on a rotational basis
for each party, but it was
shot down by the Congress,
a party source said.

There are indications,
however, that the con-
tentious issue might be
resolved tomorrow with

“Pawar hints at out51d& support

\o‘lldlmv to stay, Bungﬂ mafia
led electorate stray’

some “give-and-take” bet-
ween the two parties.

Reeling under Mr Pa-
war’s latest posturing, the
Congress central leader-
ship took a new line — that
the alliance partners should
be “duty-bound” to “hon-
our the mandate of the
Mabharashtra people in
favour of the Congress-led
incumbent coalition gov-
ernment”. The Congress
hammered out this line
after a high-level meeting
of the party top brass at
Mrs Sonia Gandhi’s resi-
dence here tonight.

In Mumbai, the Maha-
rashtra unit of the NCP
expressed solidarity with
Mr Pawar on the issue of
the next chief minister. The
party’s newly-elected
ML As adopted a resolution
empowering Mr Pawar “to
take the decision in the
interest of the NCP and the
people of Maharashtra”.



__CONG, NCP FIGHT FIGURES WITH FIGURES

<Allies jockey

Oct. 17. — The govern-
ment-formation exercise
in Maharashtra is likely to
hang fire for a few days
since neither of the victori-
ous allies — the NCP and

Congress — is ready to
concede the chief minis-
ter’s post.

The twqy partners are
now slugging it out among
themselves over the top
post. The NCP chief, Mr
Sharad Pawar, today tough-
ened his stand by staking
his party’s claim to the chief
minister’s post for emerg-
ing as the single largest
party. Mr Pawar met Mrs
Sonia Gandhi this morning,
but the half-an-hour meet-
ing failed to break the
deadlock. It was, however,
decided that Mrs Gandhi’s
political secretary Mr
Ahmed Patel and Mr
Pawar’s close aide Mr Pra-
ful Patel would be the inter-
locutors in the bid to ham-
mer out a COmpromise.

Mr Pawar reiterated that
the “formula” proposed by
the Congress in 1999 — the
party with more MLAs was
allotted the chief minister-
ship with the deputy’s post
given to the junior pariner
— should be followed this
time too.

But debunking the for-
mula, senior Congress lead-
ers, including Mrs Mar-
garet Alva, Mr Digvijay
Singh and Mr Prithviraj
Chauhan, have now sought

for CM’s pos

Few takers for
PMW’s lunch

NEW DELHI, Oct, 17.~
Mrs Ambika Soni and Mr
Salman Khurshid were the
only two AICC general
secretaties of the total
eight who showed up ata
lunch hosted by Dr Man-
mohan Singh at his official
residence foday. Except
Mrs Margaret Alva and Mr
Digvijay Singh — who are
in. Mumbai — others were
said to be present in Delhi.
Some AICC leaders defen-
ded the absence by saying
that they might be out of
fown, it caused a stir in the
Congress as it indicated the
Prime Minister's “clout” in
the party. — SNS

to include three CPI-M leg-
islators and two Indepen-
dents — who were given
the seats from its quota —
in its tally, making the
scoreboard 74 against 72 of
the NCP plus RPI-A.
Calling this argument “fal-
lacious”, the NCP has start-
ed floating the numbers of
Independents supposedly
backing its claim.

In this numerical game of
one-upmanship and cre-
ation of “sub-alliances
within the alliance”, the
CPI-M has made it clear
that it is going to adopt a
neutral stand. It is unwilling
to give any credit to the
Congress “quota” for the
seats it won, holding that
there had not been any
“seat-sharing agreement”.

araTTan A

An AICC leader said:
“Both the partners are
locked in an eyeball-to-
eyeball encounter; it is dif-
ficult to say who blinks
first.” The NCP has now
also rejected the Congress’
claim of being the “real
big brother, going by the
pre-poll  arrangement”.
NCP leader Mr DP
Tripathi said: “The all-
iance should be now called
NCP-Congress-RPI
instead of the Congress-
NCP-RPI combine.”

The Congress is banking
on “Mr Pawar’s own res-
traints and compulsions”.
The Congress feels that
the NCP chief would not
be in a comfortable posi-
tion to select the CM nom-
inee from his own party.
He might prefer his ne-
phew Mr Ajit Pawar, but
there is a big question
mark over his “acceptabil-
ity” among the NCP lead-
ers, several of whom are
themselves aspirants for
the top job.

Exploiting this “chink in
Mr Pawar’s armour”, the
Congress believes it could
play ball with him, giving
him his pound of flesh at
the state and Central lev-
els in lieu of the chief min-
istership. '

~ BJP brass meet

Top BJP leaders will meet
in New Delhi tomorrow to
analyse the poll reverses
and chalk out strategies
for next year’s Assembly
elections in Bihar, Jhar-
khand and Haryana.

|
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE Q v

MUMBAI, Oct. 16. — The
Congress-NCP led Democratic
Front is certain to retain power in
Maharashtra. The alliance won
141 seats in the 288-member
Legislative Assembly scoring a
victory over their close rival, the
Shiv Sena-Bharatiya Janata
Party combine who won in 117
constituencies.

The DF is confident of winning
over six Independents or rebels
who won the elections. The exer-
cise to welcome them back into
the Congress or NCP was
launched on Friday. NCP presi-
dent Mr Sharad Pawar has been
asked to open parleys with the
rebels since majority of them are
from his fief — the sugar belt of
western Maharashtra. The poll
results once again established the
NCP chief's sway over Maha-
rashtra voters. He had campai-
gned tirelessly, addressing about
10 meetings a day despite indif-
ferent health and defying his
physicians’ advice. He had just
one rally with Congress president
Mrs Sonia Gandhi. Although Mrs
Gandhi was looked upon as the
star campaigner, Mr Pawar beat
all expectations by winning the
largest number of seats for NCP.

BJP’s campaign chief Mr
Pramod Mahajan and Shiv Sena
leader Mr Narayan Rane conced-
ed defeat and said they would sit
in the Opposition. Mr Mahajan
gave no excuses for the defeat.
Shiv Sena chief Mr Bal Thac-
keray, son Udhav and nephew
Raj did not meet the media.

The Shiv Sena-BJP combine
was banking on the strong anti-
incumbency factor and the pres-
ence of the BSP, neither of which
played a sxgmﬁcant role after all.

The Shiv Sena citadels, Mumbai
and Konkan, are crackmg The
party, with its ally BJP, managed
to win in 15 constituencies of
Mumbai, conceding seven seats to
the Congress-NCP, which bagged

Vote Cong, live

in Shanghal!

NEW DELHI, Oct. 16. — The
Shiv Sena-BJP alliance having
been, well, shanghaied, Dr
Manmohan Singh, who had
promised to turn Mumbai into
a global metropolis like
Shanghai during the election
campaign, today sought practi-
cal ideas for implementing the
proposal. Dr Singh chaired a
two-hour meeting: of senior
officials of the PMO, Union
ministry of urban development
and the Planning Commission
to discuss details of the propo-
sed National Mission on
Urban Renewal and asked the
participants to come up with
specific ideas. — SNS

o

PAWAR BEGETS POWER

0.9y, pletrineqfon

Party
NCP
Cong
AP1 1
Total
Shtv Sena

Making it in Maharashira

18 seats. One has gone to an
Independent. In 1999, the Shiv
Sena-BJP had won 22 seats in
Mumbai. In Konkan, the saffron
combine’s tally was 16 against the
DF’s 12. But it was Vidarbha with
66 crucial seats that dealt the
biggest blow to the Shiv Sena-
BJP alliance. The DF won 32
seats in Vidarbha when the Shiv
Sena-BJP had to remain content
with 29. The remaining five seats
in Vidarbha have gone to others.
Ironically, the proponent of a
separate Vidarbha and former
MPCC chief Mr Ranjeet Desh-
mukh lost from Nagpur West by
over 13,000 votes.

What Vidarbha did to the saf-
fron lot, western Maharashtra did
to the Congress-NCP combine,
particularly, to the latter. "The
NCP won 25 geats here, nine less
than in 1999. The Congress man-
aged 16 with a loss of two. The
BJP has been the gainer. It won
nine seats, adding four to its 1999
tally while Shiv Sena bagged
eight, one less than in 1999. In
north Maharashtra, the DF won
18 against Shiv Sena-BJP’s 14.

Graphic: Arindam Mazumder

NCP eyes ( M chair

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE & PTI

MUMBAL, Oct. 16. — Dramatically
changing his' tune on a Conmgress
chief minister in Maharashtra, NCP
president Mr Sharad Pawar hinted
this evening that his party could well
be in contention for the coveted post
since the NCP had won 71 seats, two
more than its ally, the Congress (69).

Mr Pawar said: “The argument
given to us by the Congress five
years back was that the single
largest party should get the chief
ministerial post. The principle was
also applied in Karnataka recently.”
He added that the matter would be
discussed by NCP leaders and MLAs
at a meeting here tomorrow.

The Congress, however, was non-
committal on the matter. Speaking

to reporters in Delhi, Congress chief

Mrs Sonia Gandhi said she would
have to consult her party colleagues
and Mr Pawar before she could join
the issue. The Congress, analysts
say, can still lay claim on the chief

Mr Sushilkumar Shinde being
greeted by grandson Veer. In
Mumbai on Saturday. = PTI

minister’s post citing support of the
CPI-M (three seats) and rebels (of
the 19 Independents elected). The
Congress, sensing a certain chance
to form the new government, decl-
ared that two AICC observers, Mr
Pranab Mukherjee and Mr Ghulam
Nabi Azad, would facilitate the

choice of new Congress Legislative
Party leader at the MLAs’ meeting
here tomorrow.

Mr Pawar has also ruled out going
back to Maharashtra as the chief
minister. “Once I made a blunder as
it was very difficult to say no to Mr
Narasimha Rao. Besides I had an
emotional involvement following the
riots (in 1993),” the NCP chief said
recalling the last time he went to
state politics.

Mr Pawar had earlier maintained
that he would give the chief minis-
ter's post to the Congress even if
they get one seat more than us”. As
results started pouring in the early
afternoon, Mr. Pawar praised Mr
Shinde’s leadership. He said elec-
tions were normally won on the basis
of a chief minister’s performance
adding that the new chief minister
would be decided by the Congress. In

the evening, however, he suggested
the top post should go to the NCP.

Editorial: Back in Pawar, pg 8
More reports on pg 10

P
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'Exit Pole Position For
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It's A Close Cali,
But Ruling Alliance
May Just Make It

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: In a race run hard
and long, the Congress-NCP
combine may just have gath-
ered enough steam in the
home stretch to get ahead of
the saffron Shiv Sena-BJP
combine. If leads provided
by exit polls are to be be-
lieved, the ruling DF govern-
ment may just buck incum-
bency and retain its control
over Mantralaya.

Given that the May 2004
general elections showed
exit polls in a poor light,
there remains an element of
caution in taking them at

many seats only October 16
will tell.

Regional variations that
exit polls point to are inter-
esting. Take Mumbai (34
seats) first. The Sena-BJP
seem to have staged a recov-
ery. Not quite a repeat of the
1999 performance (19 seats)
but a marked improvement
over this year’s Lok Sabha
(one of out six). Aaj Tak gave
Congress-NCP 19-23, Sena-
BJP 10-14 and 1-4 for others.
The run-off, in the same or-
der, according to Star was 21,
12 and 3. Zee showed an al-
most even split at 16 for Con-
gress-NCP, 17 for Sena-BJP.

face value. The big pic-
Polls conduct-  MAHA YUDH: PAGES 3&5  ture that exit
ed by Star and polls outline
Aaj Tak put the Congress- shows that the Congress-NCP

NCP close to the half-way
mark of 145 seats in the 288-
seat Assembly. Star gives 149
seats to the ruling alliance,
119 to Sena-BJP and 20 to oth-
er parties.

The Aaj Tak exit poll puts
the Congress-NCP tally at
140-150, Sena-BJP at 100-110
and the figure for other par-
ties between 30 and 40. Only
the Zee exit poll showed a
closer contest: 125 for Con-
gress-NCP, 115 for Sena-BJP
and a staggering 48 for inde-
pendents and smaller politi-
cal parties. While the chan-
nels did not rule out a hung
House, the saffron allies
seemed at a disadvantage.

Congress managers were
quick to claim victory, Sena
and BJP leaders hoped that
the inaccuracy displayed by
exit polls during the Lok Sab-
ha election would now work
in their favour. Exit polls
have indicated that the BSP
may well debut on the Maha-
rashtra scene—with just how

may have actually ceded
some ground in western Ma-
harashtra. But while Sena-
BJP may have had some joy
in the sugar belt, the allies
have lost support in Konkan,
failed to score over Congress-
NCP in northern Maharash-
tra and Marathwada while
failing to sweep Vidarbha.
This could mean an edge to
_the CongressNCP. =~

While it is necessary to
stress that projections and
sampling can go awry, the
exit polls and the average
voting percentage could
mean that the opposition has
not been able to whip up the
anti-incumbency mood re-
quired to decisively unseat
the Sushil Shinde govern-
ment. Experts may debate
whether a late monsoon
helped, but the Sena-BJP ef-
fort may have lacked a hard,
negative edge. It is also possi-
ble that post-general election
bickering slowed down the
BJP.

Polister

N ZEE

STAR

8 AAJ TAK
Current Seats

Sena serves biryani

n army marches g ism to its politics.
on its stomach, §
said Napoleon, an- 2

» A New Common Man
d the Shiv Sena seemed to g

Much to everyone’s sur-

prise, underworld don
have taken the maxim to Arun Gawli, who was too
heart. For years the scared to vote in the Lok
Sena’s election day staple Sabha elections in case he
for; its foot soldiers has - had a close and fatal en-
beén puri-bhaji and vada
pav while Congress tiffins
opened to the appetising
aroma of biryani. But
this time around, the
Sena decided to upgrade
its menu. Biryani was the
fare for most of the Sena’s

stepped out of his Dagdi
Chawl fortress to cast his
vote. In trademark white
shirt, pyjamas and Gandhi
topi, Gawli, who is standing
from Chinchpokli, was at
his modest best. Whena TV

boys in Andheri, Amboli, journalist addressed him as
Vile Parle and elsewhere ‘don’, Gawli tapped him on
in the western suburbs. . the back and corrected him
Ravindra Waikar, the A °“tvhg'ggg:;d for  with, “Why do you want to

mislead the public by call-
ing me a don? The court has acquitted
me of all charges. I am neither don nor
politician, I am just another common
man.”

R K Laxman’s finally got competition.

Sena candidate from And-
heri, had given contracts to as many as
four caterers to ensure that the supplies
of vegetarian, chicken and mutton
biryani didn’t fall short. Now if only the
Sena would extend its culinary liberal-
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counter with the police,”

Cong-NCP

South Mumbai
shows the finger
with vengeance

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: Whether it was due
to ‘pitrupaksh’ or the general
listlessness that has pervaded
these polls, the city woke up
slowly to voting day, with the
trickle of morning voters
turning into a steady stream
only by the afternoon. Still,
overall voter turnout only
added up to 38% by 3.30 pm,
and was surprisingly high in

 GAST FACTOR

tog Plercoe e D Rpareiie

%5 gq 04
Logislative Lok
Sabha

Assembly

*Estimated
affluent areas like Dadar, Cuffe
Parade and Malabar Hill.

~~'Peace marked the polls,

even in don-dominated areas
like Chinchpokli, Arun ‘Dad-
dy’ Gawli’s den, where gang-
ster rivals could have created a
lot of trouble. Only the inci-
dent of the ‘poisonous’ pedas
marred an otherwise eventless
day which only recorded four
minor poll-related offences.
Full marks to the election
commission for adding six
lakh names to the list so there
were almost no grumbles
about not being able to vote.
This time, the middleclass
showed their finger with some
vengeance in South Mumbai,

55% turnout
in lacklustre
state poll

TiMes NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: The fate of 2,678
candidates was encoded in
82,000 EVMSs across Maha-
rashtra on Wednesday as
an estimated 55 per cent of
the state’s 6.59 crore voters
took part in choosing their
representatives to the 10th
legislative assembly. The
EVMs will be stored in se-
cure places and activated
on October 16 for the
counting. The final results
should be available by
noon on Saturday.

If the campaign, which
was effectively restricted
to two weeks because of
the Ganesh festival, was
lacklustre, the polling
was even more so. Ac-
cording to the EC, only 45
per cent voting was re-
ported until 3.30 pm.

» Pitru Paksha led to slow
start, Page 5

the white-collar western sub-
urbs were sluggish except in
pockets like Malvani, Aarey
and Juhu while the slums in
Chembur, Mankhurd and
Trombay in the eastern sub-
urbs were buzzing even in the
morning. Navi Mumbai sur-
prised with people queuing
up for half-an-hour before
breakfast, and so did Thane,
where 200 women from mid-
dle-class housing societies
protested by refusing to push
any of the buttons.
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ASP-SP FACTOR CRUCIAL IN MAHARASHTRA

Cong s
fingers

MUMBAI/NEW DELH]I, Oct.
13, — Nothwithstanding the
plethora of exit polls with their
varying projections, the mood
in the Shiv Sena-BJP camp was
upbeat tonight compared to the
cautious optimism in the rival
Congress-NCP alliance as vot-
ing for the Maharashtra Assém-
bly polls ended this evening.

It could even be anybody’s
guess but undoubtedly the elec-
tions, which are likely to have
nationwide ramifications, were
fought neck-and-neck. The
campaigning witnessed over the
fortnight was quite hectic and
relentless conducted in healthy
political ambience the one like
which was not seen in the past.

The Congress appeared to be
shaky as the AICC’s “internal
feedback and assessment” on
Maharashtra turned out to be
“disappointing”. “Our internal
reports today are projecting
poor prospects for the ruling
alliance, we might not-hit the
magic number, 145,” said an
AICC leader. Indeed, the
“rebel” candidates and the BSP
factor came back to haunt the
Congress-NCP circles. The BJP
kept its fingers crossed tonight.
“The party isn’t ready to assert
that the Shiv Sena-BJP alliance
will win the polls although it
formally said it hoped to get a
clear majority. “We will form
the government,” said the BJP
vice-president and spokesper-
son, Mr Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi.

The Congress-NCP combine
has already started zeroing in
on their “worst-case scenarios”,
conceding that “the battle is
neck-and-neck”. This view is in
sharp contrast to the perception
that the Congress-NCP has a
slight edge over the Shiv Sena-

A
,9( A\

O oimin

BIJP alliance.

Aiming at a figure of 130-135
seats, the Congress-NCP’s
hopes are, ironically, pinned on
Independents, most of whom
are their own “rebel candi-
dates”. Both the Congress and
the NCP have sent overtures to
several rebel candidates consid-
ered “potential winners”.

Independent observers point
to the strong presence of Miss
Mayawati’s Bahujan Samaj
Party in Vidarbha and Mr
Mulayam Singh’s Samajwadi
Party in some pockets that had
implicitly assisted the saffron
alliance in beating the ruling
Democratic Front to the post.
They say BSP and SP have
potential to make severe dent in
the Dalit-minority vote bank of
the Congress-NCP. On the con-
trary, Shiv Sena-BJP have noth-
ing to lose. The pattern of vot-
ing too was encouraging in
today’s Assembly election that
was found in the April-May Lok
Sabha hustings. Mr UPS
Madon, state’s chief electoral
officer, said that the preliminary
figures indicated 55 to 60 per
cent voters cast their ballots. In
Mumbai, the turnout was above
50 per cent. The state has 6.59
crore voters.

Mr Madon said barring five

Dy

haky, BJP
Dcrossed

minor incidents of violence in
Naxalite-infested Gadchiroli
district, the election has been
orderly and peaceful. The vote
counting will take place on 16
October. About 2,678 candi-
dates are in the race for election
to the 288-seat Assembly.
Internal assessments of Shiv
Sena-BJP is said to be more
positive than in the Lok Sabha
polls when the alliance won 25
of 48 seats against 23 by the
Congress-NCP combine. Mr
Pramod Mahajan and Mr Bal
Thackeray of BJP and Shiv
Sena, confidently brushed aside
fears of a split verdict. “Shiv
Sena-BJP will form the next
government on their own
strength of majority,” declared
Mr Mahajan. Mr Thackeray
rejected the suggestion of seek-
ing help from Independents.
Shiv Sena today received sup-
port from unexpected quarters
with Bharipa Bahujan Maha-
sangh leader and Dr BR Am-
bedkar’s grandson, Mr Prakash
Ambedkar, hinting at “issue-
based association” with the BJP.
NCP chief Mr Sharad Pawar
and chief minister Mr Sushi-
lkumar Shinde seemed satisfied
with the gredictions but did not
say 1’50 many words.
More poll reports on page 4
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“Sena-BJP
skips

Mumbai: Free power and waiver of loans for
farmers, reservation in jobs and education for
women are among the various issues that fea-
ture in the joint manifesto released on Tues-
day by the BJP-Shiv Sena combine for the Oc-
tober 13 Maharashtra assembly elections.

The manifesto, released by
BJP leader Pramod Mahajan
and Sena executive president
Uddhav Thackeray here, how-
ever, does not refer to the issue
of separate Vidarbha.

Sena supremo Bal Thacker-
ay’s promise of free power to
farmers figured prominently = -
in the manifesto along with the assurance to
waive loans of peasants if elected to power.

A promise to instail “Savarkar Jyot”
(Savarkar flame) at some places is included
in the manifesto. The combine has plans to
set up a memorial of Chhatrapati Shivaji at
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Rail aﬂ fort too. Mumbai Vision 2010, a plan
for fleveloping the city of Mumbai, is anoth-
er promise doled out by the saffron combine
if it romped home victorious at the hustings.

The manifesto also focusses on issues re-
lated to women, including 25% reservation in
jobs and education.

On Hindutva, Mahajan said,
“Hindutva is an issue of com-
mitment for both the
Shiv Sena and BJP and is not
an election issue. Since
it is an issue of commitment, it
need not be mentioned
in the common manifesto of
the saffron alliance.”

The saffron alliance would continue with
its special programme of providing for reha-
bilitation of 40 lakh slum dwellers who have
settled before January 1, 1995, in various
parts of the state capital. rri
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_Maharashtra: closer than it looks

HE CONGRESS-NCP alliance

in Maharashtra has worked

hard this year at re-arranging

the deck chairs on the Titan-
ic. No matter how bad things have
been in the countryside both before
and after the Lok Sabha polls, it has
been business as usual for the Gov-
ernment. One whose leaders promise
free power to farmers. And speak, in
the same breath, of reviving Enron’s
project in the State.

Resurrecting a rip-off that has
blown a highway-sized hole in its fi-
nances is just part of the logic. This
State had already seen hunger
deaths, farmers’ suicides, the crush-
ing of former mill workers, drought
and countless scams. Yet the one
great issue peddled by the National-
ist Congress Party (NCP) during the
Lok Sabha polls was that over the
James Laine ‘controversy.’

The party feared, rightly, that large
chunks of the Marathas were drifting
away from it. And the idea was that
the outrage over Laine’s book would
somehow bind that community once
again to the NCP. The move flopped.
The Marathas kept drifting. More, the
attack on the Bhandarkar Institute in
Pune, driven by the hysteria, out-
raged most people and even drove a
wedge between sections of Brahmins
and Marathas.

The appeasing of the State’s sugar
barons in the countryside and its ur-
ban builders’ lobby only accelerates.
As does the pouring of money down
the bottomless pit of fraud-ridden
cooperative banks. All the while, the
distress of the mill workers in Mum-
bai city only deepens. That sends a

chilling signal to working people

across the State.

The new phase of the Enron game
is unique. The Congress first struck
the deal in the early 1990s. In the
1995 polls, the Shiv Sena-BJP com-
bine trounced the Congress (then led
by Sharad Pawar) on the issue. It
promised “to throw Enron into the
Arabian Sea.” On being elected, it
cancelled the projéct, only to rein-
state it soon after. With even more
gains for the MNC. In 1999, the En-
ron disaster helped defeat the Sena-
BJP Government. Today, all four par-
ties, Congress, NCP, Shiv Sena and
BJP, are talking of reviving Enron.

The fight in the Assembly polls in
October seems very tight. Just a few
months ago, it was simpler: numbers
favoured the Congress-NCP. Politics
favoured the Sena-BJP. The Lok Sab-
ha results brought some changes to
the numbers, While the Sena-BJP led
in 141 Assembly segments, the Con-
gress-NCP-Republican Party of India
(Athavle) led in 139. In the remaining
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By P. Sainath

The elec

ns to the Maharashtra Assembly will be

a close run race between the ruling Congress-NCP
combine and the BJP-Shiv Sena alliance.

eight, the CPI (M} led in two, the
Peasants and Workers Party of India
(PWPI) in two, Kadu (a Congress re-
bel) in three, and Arun Gawli in one.
That makes up the 288 seats to be
contested in the Assembly polls in
October.

However, the overall Congress-
NCP lead of around 1.8 per cent ex-
ists because of western Maharashtra.
In which region they are so dom-
inant, it is hard to add any more
seats. And there is this question: has
anything happened since May to en-
dear the ruling alliance to voters?

The Sena-BJP’s strategy is basic
and coherent. Western Maharashtra,
where the rival alliance outscored it
by over 12 per cent in May, is not a
priority. Nor is it banking on gaining
Dalit votes. Just on the Bahujan Sa-
maj Party damaging the Congress
even worse than in the Lok Sabha
polls. In Marathwada and Vidharbha,
the BJP-Sena alliance believes —
quite reasonably — that the crisis
and bad governance favours it.

Take Marathwada. In the Lok Sab-
ha polls, the Sena-BJP led in twice the
number of Assembly segments that
the Congress-NCP did. That is 32 to
16. In Vidharbha, the Sena-BJP blast-
ed the ruling alliance 46 to 17, greatly
aided by the bright showing of the
BSP. The BSP grabbed close to seven
per cent of the vote in that region.
The difference between the Congress
and BJP-led fronts was 5.24 per cent.

In Khandesh, the BjP-Sena led in
19 segments to the rivals’ 16. But the
latter got the higher vote percentage.
So it is a very tight race there. In the
Mumbai-Konkan region, the Con-
gress-NCP combine surprised many
by taking a lead of close to five per
cent in the vote.

What the BJP-Sena now concen-
trate on is three cities: Mumbai, Pune
and Nagpur. The setback in Mumbai
shocked the combine. In Vidharbha,
the only Lok Sabha seat it lost was
Nagpur (headquarters of the RSS).
And in Pune, it senses a pool of voters
exists that is more receptive. The Oc-
tober contests in nearly 48 seats in
these three cities will be, in Sena-BJP
eyes, the turning point.

Hence, all its major actions have
been directed at those sections it be-
lieves it lost here. The Savarkar issue
does not speak to the State’s devas-
tated farmers. But it does touch pas-
sions in Mumbai and Pune. Likewise,
the Sena’s ‘struggle’ for the ‘right’ to
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have bhajan mandalis belting out
their devotion on all suburban trains
is solely a Mumbai issue. The phys-
ical attack on Mahanagar editor Nik-
hil Wagle was also aimed at the
Sena-BJP’s urban constituency.

Then there is the great anger with
the Congress-NCP Government. The
damage done to the Public Distribu-
tion System (PDS) in this State will
surely hurt it. As will the discontent
of the middle classes over the com-
mercialisation of education. This
State is further down that road than
many others. And it hurts. The top
education barons are from the Con-
gress and NCP. And people can see
that.

Even Congressmen are not keen to
defend their record in the country-
side. Growing indebtedness, repeat-
ed crop failure and malnourishment
have ravaged Maharashtra. As have
the hunger deaths (mainly amongst
Adivasis). The response of the ruling
alliance to these has been a disgrace.

Is there hope then for the Con-
gress-NCP alliance at all? Well, yes.
But that depends on several complex
factors.

One, the choice and announce-
ment of candidates will, as always in

this State, have a profound fallout. -

The Congress comes out with its list
at the last moment to give its many
potential rebels less time to do their
damage. The BSP, which put up a
strong show in Vidharbha in the Lok
Sabha polls, did give the ticket to
Congress rebels there. Win them
back and the Congress is in business.
But if the BSP cuts even more votes
this time, it is different. And if those
who voted for the BSP in April in-
cluded large chunks of the RPI's Ma-
har voters, then the Congress is in
deep trouble. So managing the BSP
factor will be crucial.

Also, the Congress unwisely ceded
to the NCP seats that party had no
chance of winning in Vidharbha and
Marathwada. Repeating that error
could be fatal. Correcting it could
vastly improve things. For the As-
sembly polls, this has become vital.

Two, the old solid lead of the Con-
gress-NCP is gone. The gap between
the two fronts is narrow. But manag-
ing the rebels might help. And with
good rainfall and sowing in the zones
of electoral loss, some mending is
possible, even if quite hard to do. The
Congress and its allies believe the
good monsoon might reduce the in-

vey

tensity of anti-incumbent feeling. Al-
s0, the unattractive nature of the
alternative could help.

Three, a deft handling of alliances
might help them scrape through. The
winning margins of the Sena-BJP
were very small in many places. The
Samajwadi Party is now irrelevant in
this election. And the PWPI and the
Janata Dal (Secular) will not go with
the Congress. If the Congress-NCP
can draw and hold together the di-
verse RPI factions, some retrieval of
the Dalit vote could happen. That
means getting the Athavle, Ambed-
kar, Gavai and Kawade groups to-
gether. And puiling back rebels from
the BSP. Difficult but not impossible.

Striking a deal with the CPI (M)
could also help the Congress-NCP
consolidate in up to eight seats now
out of its grasp.

Four, after turning down the Prime
Minister’s post, Sonia Gandhi's pres-
tige shot up. Importantly this tou-
ched even crucial Vidharbha, where
she has always been a crowd puller. It
would be wrong to underestimate the
anger of the poor in that region and
Marathwada. But her campaigning
there can make a big difference to her
party.

Five, some Central Government
promises should, in theory, favour
the Congress. The problem is just
that — it is still theory and promises.
The pledge of greater rural credit, for
instance, might cut some ice because
Sharad Pawar is now Agriculture
Minister. So too, the State Govern-
ment’s talk of free power and loan
waiver could aid it. The question is
whether it really means it and if peo-
ple believe it. If they do, it could help
the ruling alliance.

Lastly, with much in their favour,
the BJP-Sena have not been able to
fully ride the huge rural discontent.
The tiranga yatra has bombed and
State-level BJP leaders view it as a
harmful distraction. And the party’s
inner struggles for power, between
Pramod Mahajan and Uma Bharati
and others, helps deepen this divide.
Meanwhile, the BJP-Sena'’s urban fo-
cus could also prove a drawback.
Even while they are yet to prove they
have pulled back the alienated north
Indian vote in Mumbai.

For those factors to click for the
Congress-NCP, they would need to
work in ways they have not known in
along time. The task is much tougher
than it looks and the candidate lists
will launch the next phase. Once
those are out, the dice roll with the
campaign. Only, they are loaded
against the people of Maharashtra,
faced with such a poor, uninspiring
choice.



‘Rane, Kadam figure in Sena’s list

44 sitting MLAs > 7.~BIP picks 26
~ « N
selected again

Mumbai: Fortyfour sitting
MLAs on Thursday figured in the
first list of 84 candidates an-
nounced by the Shiv Sena for the
QOctober 13 assembly polls.

The prominent MLAs to be
renonimated are Narayan Rane,
Ramdas Kadam, Prab-
hakar More, Baban Gho-
lap, Jayprakash Munda-
da, according to the list
published in the party’s
mouth-piece Saamna |
here on Thursday.

Former minister Ravin-
dra Mane, MLA from
Sangameshwar has been
denied ticket and instead

mer MPCC vice-president, who
switched loyalties to the Sena, has
been offered ticket to contest from
the Jintur assembly constituency.

Narendra Boragaokar, former
NCP vicepresident, who also
crossed over to the Sena camp has
been issued a ticket from
Tuljapur. The three other
§ women to be issued tick-
B cts besides Anusuya were
R sitting MLAs, Manisha
8 Nimkar from Palghar,
Mandakini Kadam from
Niphad and Leelatai
Tupe, a fresh candidate
from Pune cantonment
and wife of late NCP

Subhash Bane has been Narayan Rane jeader Vithal Tupe. Vivek
fielded from the seat. Pandit, former Congress
Kashinath Mengal was issued a  spokesperson, who joined the Sena

ticket instead of Pandurang Gan-
gad in Igatpuri while in Parbhani
Tukaram Renge Patil was side-
lined by the party with Sanjay Jad-
hav being issued a ticket by the
party this year In Badnapur
Narayan Chavan found his name
missing from the list with the tick-
et being given to Bhanudas Ghuge.

In Thane, the party has fielded
Eknath Shinde following the death
of M D Joshi. The widow of Sena
1eader Prakash Khedkar, Anusuya
Khedkar has been selected to rep-
resent the party at the hustings
from nanded constituency.

NCP MLA Shirish Khotwal,
who was disqualified during the
2001 political crisis found his
name included in the list from
Chandwad. The Sena has also de-
cided to sponsor the candidature
of the disqualified NCP MLA
4 from Khed-Alandi, Narayan
Pawar. Ganesh Dudhgoakar, for-

camp, has been offered ticket from
Vasai. The party, which would be
contesting 171 seats, has this time
introduced 26 fresh faces. agencies

new faces

New Delhi: The BJP on Thurs-
day denied tickets to six of its
sitting MLAs but brought 26
new faces as it announced the
first 1ist of 83 candidates which

include state party chief
Gopinath Munde and senior

leader Eknath Khadse. o

It has also fielded &
Prasad Hire, son of Con-
gress leader and former §
minster Baliram Hire. The §
next list of 31 candidates |_
will be announced in the
next two-three days. )

While Munde and jd
Khadse have been nominat-
ed from their home con-

Union minister and party treas-
urer Ved Prakash Goyal (Matun-
ga), Hemendra Mehta (Borivali),
as also those who represented Sil-
lod, Baglan and Pathardi con-
stituencies. In Devgad Ajit Gogte,
nephew of sitting MLA Appa
" Gogte has got the
nomination.
: The list inculdes
{1 the name of several
former ministers,
including Shobhatai
Phadanvis (Saoli),
Daulatrao Aher
(Nashik), Raj Puro-
hit  (Mumbadevi)
and Sudhir

stituencies of Renapur in Gopinath Munde Mungantivar (Chan-

Beed district and Edlabad in Jal-
gaon district, Prasad has been
made the nhominee from Dabhadi
in Nashik district. The MLAs
who faced the axe included Chan-
drakanta Goyal, wife of former

CPM to contest 18 seats

Nashik; The CPM will contest 18
seats in the October 13 assembly
elections in Maharashira, state
unit party chief Prabhakar Sanz-
giri has said.

The party decided to go it
alone, after its talks with the
Congress and the NCP failed and
chief minister Sushilkumar
Shinde decided to stand from the
Solapur-south, for which the
CPM had staked a claim, Sanz-
giri said on Wednesday.

Pointing out that the party had
extended support to the UPA gov-
ernment at'the Centre to keep

casteist forces away from power,
he said similar attempt was
made in Maharashira to keep
away. the BJP-Shiv Sena, but
the Congress demanded the Sola-
purisouth seat. CPM. leader
Narsayya Adam had earlier rep-
resented the seat, Sanzgiri said.

However, the CPM leader in-re-
ply to question, said doors were
not closed for talks with the Con-
gressand the NCP. -~

Of the 18 seats, three are in
Nashik, Dindori and Surgana
seats in Nashik district, Sanzgiri
added: agencies

drapur). Shivaji Patil-Kavhekar,
who as Janata Dal nominee had
trounced former chief minister
Vilasrao Deshmukh from Latur
a decade back is the party nomi-
nee from the same seat repre-
sented by the Congress leader.
Former Janata Dal state .
president Sambhaji Pawar,
who joined the BJP last year,
is the party nominee from
Sangli, while another new en-
trant Babubhai Bhawanji has
been fielded from Matunga.
In the seat-sharing
arrangement arrived at with
the Shiv Sena, the BJP will
contest 114 seats while the
Sena will contest 167. Seven
seats have been alotted to the
Shetkari Sanghatana, with
the Sena leaving four seats
and the BJP three. The party
has alotted seats to seven can-
didates from the scheduled
castes and seven from the
schedule tribes. agencies
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~ K ARNATAKA COPS ON CM-ARREST MISSION

ma

BHOPAL/NEW DELHI, Aug. 22. —
The Madhya Pradesh chief minister,
Miss Uma Bharati, is likely to put in
her papers to the Governor, Mr Bal-
ram Jakhar, and surrender to a
Karnataka police team arriving here
tomorrow.

After she learnt that a police team
from Karnataka has been sent to
Bhopal to arrest her, she would now
take permission from the BJP high
command to resign before she could
be arrested.

Miss Bharati said as it would not
suit decorum of the CM’s post, she
would first resign and then get arrest-
ed. Yesterday, she sent her resigna-
tion to the party president, Mr M
Venkaiah Naidu, which otherwise
had no legal tenability.

Now that the situation has changed
adversely for her with the Karnataka
government despatching a police
team to arrest Miss Bharati following’
a Hubli court warrant against her,
she has decided to call it quits.

Speaking to the press at Indore,
she said the changing circumstances
had forced her to take fresh orders
from the party high command to put
in her papers because the BJP parlia-
mentary board could take up the
matter tomorrow. The Hubli court
decision on her petition to withdraw
the case is also expected tomorrow.

Mecanwhile, Mr Arun Jaitley, the
state BIP president, Mr Kailash Joshi,
and Miss Bharati will attend a meeting
of the BJP legislature party to “decide
her successor”. The front-runners for
the coveted post are Mr Babulal Gaur,
Mr Gaurishankar Shejwar, Mr RK
Kusumaria, Mr Kailash Chawla, Ms
Sumitra Mahajan, Mr Kailash Joshi,
Mr Vikram Verma, Mr Prahlad Singh
Patel and Mr Shivraj Singh Chauhan.

Sources, however, said the BIP
may decide the CM among 173 legis-
lators. If it happens, Mr Gaur, Mr
Shejwar and Mr Chawla are front-
runners. Among “outsiders”, Mr
Chauhan may well be the unanimous
choice. The Damoh member of
Parliament, Mr Kusumaria, a confi-
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g NEW DELHI, Aug.

... 22.—The Cong-

ress today deman-. -

4+ ded the immediate
+ | tesignation of the

the hoisting of the National Flag. Th
party said the case against Miss

was “far more serious” than the one
against the JMM chief, Mr Sibu Soren:
The CPI-M today said persons with -
criminal records should not be given
tickets for contesting elections."The .
party’s stand is whoever has criminal -
records should not be given nomina-
tions. This should happen. But is not
happening. That's why the situation
worsens like this”, the CPI-M leader, Mr
Basudev Acharya, told reporters when
asked about the issue of “tainted”
ministers. .

BJP chief Mr Venkaiah Naidu's state-
ment that it is unfair to compare Miss
Bharal’s being deciared a “proclaimed
offender” by a Kamataka court with Mr
Soren's case drew sharp reactions
from the JMM today. While Miss
Bharati's case amounted to provocation
of communal riots with disastrous
consequences, Mr Soren’s was related
to the struggle for statehood that led to
the creation of Jharkhand, a senior
JMM leader and MP, Mr Sunil Mahato,
said.in Ranchi, — SNS

dante of Miss Bharati, too stands a
chance.

The BJP is likely to attack the gov-
ernment and demand removal of
“tainted” ministers more vigorously
in view of the developments in
Madhya Pradesh. “If she is arrested
before the Hubli court hearing, we
will certainly raise it vigorously in
Parliament tomorrow,” the BJP de-
puty leader in the Lok Sabha, Mr VK
Mathotra, said tonight, adds PTL
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/Mumba;

MUMBAL, July 23. — Bombay High
Court today directed the Shiv Sena
and the BJP to pay Rs 20 lakh each
as compensation for disrupting Mu-
mbai’s normal life and business
activity on 30 July 2003 by organising
a bandh and coercing the citizens to
make it successful.

The path-breaking ruling was han-
ded down this morning by the Bench
on a PIL filed by noted citizens like
Mr BG Deshmukh, former Cabinet
secretary, Mr JF Reibero and others,
seeking a compensation of Rs 50
crore from two politicial parties who
had called the bandh in protest
against the killing of innocent people
in a terrorist attack on a BEST bus at
Ghatkopar. The penal amount will be
used for public utility services. The
two judges cited a Supreme Court
order banning intimidating bandhs.

The petition was filed in the names
of four ordinary citizens. An auto
mechanic, Mr Vinod Kumar, resident
+f Jogeshwari sought Rs 260 as com-

Dog day afternoon

pensation for the bandh day, while an
autorickshaw driver, Mr Ayub Khan,
demanded Rs 150 which he said was
equivalent to his daily earnings.

The petition said bandh infringes
upon a person’s right to work, earn
and move about freely. The petition-
ers’ organisation, Action for Good
Governance and Networking, pointed

ﬁe““dulls bandh shine

(] e

Guarded reaction

KOLKATA, July 23. — Reacting to Bom-
bay High Court's directions, the state
Congress leadership conceded today
that parties need to be cautious after
such a ruling. Trinamul Congress, which
has called a bandh on 2 August, was
not willing to give up the right to call
bandhs. The party leadership feels that
parties and TUs always have a
constitutional right to call bandhs.

Mr Tathagata Roy, state BJP chief, said
it would not be proper to comment on ju-
dicial pronouncements.

Left Front chairman Mr Biman Bose said
he would react only after getting details
of the court order. — SNS

out that bandhs have always been
accompanied by violence. The then
advocate-general, Mr Goolam Vaha-
nvati, accepted that on many occa-
sions police are helpless. The Shiv Se-
na-BIP said the bandh was a spontan-
eous reaction to the killings of innoce-
nt citizens and they would challenge
the HC order in the Supreme Court.
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~.+ Claims clash over Bhopal gas tragedy

OURBUREAU ( \%

July 19: The Supreme Court
today directed the government
to disburse Rs 1,503 crore to vic-
tims of the Bhopal gas tragedy,
bringing hope to thousands but
at the same time opening the fl1-
oodgates of confusion over con-
trol of the compensation money.
While non-government orga-
nisations and activists working
withthe victims want the money
to be distributed only among the
survivors, the BJP-ruled govern-
ment in Madhya Pradesh feels
partof the amount should be us-
ed for developing the city.

. The apex court order, by a be-
nch of Justicgs Shivraj Patil and
B.N. Srikrishna, came nearly 20
years aftef deadly methyl isocy-
anate sleaked from the factory

@
oy
of the multinational Union Car-
bide five minutes past midnight
on December 3, 1984. While
several thousand died in the im-
mediate aftermath, thousands
survived with permanent dis-
abilities,

The world’s worst industrial
disaster did not spare even the
unborn — after the tragedy ma-
ny children were born with ge-
netic disorders.

The compensation amount
has been calculated on the $470
million Union Carbide deposited
with RBI under a settlement
with the government in Febru-
ary 1989. The court directed that

the amount will be distributed.

A compensation of Rs 86 cro-
re has already been given to rela-
tives of the dead and another
amount of Rs 1,100 crore had
been distributed. The amount
announced today is the last port-
ion of the compensation money.
But if some of the survivors gre-
eted the news with silent praye-
rs, a fight has begun over control
of the fund. Babulal Gaur, the
state minister in charge of gas
relief and local MLA, feels the
entire city should get <“its
due” and that part of the compe-
nsation be spent on relief, reha-
bilitation and development proj-
ects like parks, schools and me-
morials.

Another court battle loomed
as Abdul Jabbar, who runs the
Bhopal Gas Peedit Mahila Udh-

yog Sangathan, moved a petition
in the apex court seeking that
the compensation be restricted
to 36 wards of the city that were
affected. The petition has been
listed for hearing tomorrow.

Jabbar and other NGOs want
more compensation. They say
the amount was arrived on the
basis of “old figures” of about
105,000 survivors and 3,000-odd
deaths whereas, in the last 20
years, the number of survivors
has increased to over 500,000 and
the total number of deaths
crossed 22,000. “We require Rs
6,000 crore more as the compens-
ation money cannot and should
not be used for rehabilitation
purpose,” Jabbar said, speaking
from Delhi.

In the narrow lanes of J.P.
Nagar, Ayub Nagar and Arif

Nagar, the reality of the court
verdict was vet to sink in. For
Ameena Bi, 72, and her daugh-
ter-in-law Razia, the figure is too
big to grasp.

“Beta, ek crore mein kitna
paisa hota hai? (How many paise
are there in Rs 1 crore),” she ask-
ed. She smiled when a neighbou-
rhood boy told her it was enough
to fill her tiny, dingy room.

Ameena had lost her hus-
band, several close relatives and
two children that night. She sur-
vived, as she was away in a city
hospital attending to her eldest
son. “Don’t know if Iwill receive
the compensation in my life-
time,” she whispered.

A group of more enthusiastic
survivors, however, brought out

a “victory procession” from the J

Carbide factory gate.

Gas tragedy survivors celebrate in Bhopal after the Supreme Court ruling. (P11




@ Many battling for life @ Nation shoc

By G. Srinivasan

KUMBAKONAM, JUuLY16.Ina horri-
fying tragedy that shocked the
nation, 87 schoolchildren were
bumt to death and 23 seriously
injured today as fire raged
through a primary school in
Kumbakonam town of Thanja-
vur district in Tamil Nadu.

While 75 children in the nurs-
ery section of the Saraswathi En-
glish Medium School were burnt
to death in their classroom as the
thatched roof caught fire and fell
on them, 12 others who were se-
riously injured died after being
admitted to the Kumbakonam
General Hospital. Twentythree
children are being treated in the
hospital, and a few of them are in
a critical condition, officials say.
Ranjith Kumar, a mason, who
tried to rescue the trapped chil-
dren and suffered serious burns,
died in hospital.

The fire, which started around
10.40 a.m., raged for an hour.
Fire-fighting and rescue oper-
ations were hampered by a lack
of access to the three-storey
school building — located be-
tween two residential buildings
— and with only one entrance
and a single flight of stairs. It is
said that the thatch over the

auvnl, DALUKDAY, JULY 17, 2004
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kitchen — where the noon meal
was being prepared — caught
fire when a spark from the burn-
ing firewood fell on it. The blaze
then spread to the thatched roof
of the classroom on the first
floor. However, the high school

On the Photographs

Some of the photographs of
the fire tragedy in Kumba-
konam, Tamil Nadu, pub-
lished in today’s issue may
cause distress to. readers.
Television channels have
already shown many close-
ups. However, the enormity
and nature of the calamity
makes such visual news
presentation unavoidable.
— Editor-in-Chief

students of the Sri Krishna Aided
School (located in the same
building) escaped as they were
on the ground floor and in a sec-
tion of the first floor that had a
‘pucca’ roof.

Firefighters, who were alerted
at 11 a.m., had to break the con-
crete structure to reach the chil-
dren. By the time they contained
the fire, the bodies were burnt
beyond recognition.

Surya, a seventh standard stu-
dent who escaped, said that a
teacher told them of the fire and
asked them to run. She could get
out as her classroom was on the
ground floor; however many
children who went back to take
their books and water bottles fell
victim to the fire.

While the total strength of the
school is 870 (in both the pri-
mary and high school sections),
193 children were believed to
have been in the classrooms that
caught fire. Of them, 87 have
died.

As news of the fire spread,
hundreds of parents rushed to
the school, desperate to rescue
their wards.: Most qf the chil-
dren, both girls and*boys, are
from the Palakarai area.of Kum-
bakonam. The school presented
apathetic picture— burnt books
and blackboards and school-
bags and tiffin boxes scattered
all over the classrooms. In the
hospital, shocked and dazed
parents thronged the mortuary
to identify their children and
their cries filled the air. Pulavar
Palanisamy, Correspondent of
Sri Krishna Aided School, has
been arrested.

Leaders’ condolences:
Page 11

Four officials suspended

By Our Staff Reporter

KUMBAKONAM, JULY 16. The Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister, Jayalalith-
aa, today ordered criminal
charges filed against the man-
agement of the Sri Krishna High
School, Kumbakonam, holding
it responsible for the fire acci-
dent in which 87 children were
killed. She said she had ordered
the school closed and cancelled
its licence. '
Ms. Jayalalithaa, who visited
the school and the Government
hospital in the evening where
the injured children are being
treated, told presspersons that
there had been “criminal negli-
gence” both on the part of the
school management and the
Education Department.
Holding the Education De-
partment guilty of dereliction of
duty, she ordered the suspen-
sion of the Chief Educational
Officer, the District Education
Officer, the District Elementary
Education Officer and the As-
sistant Education Officer.

The Chief Minister said that it
was three years since the Edu-
cation Department had inspect-
ed the school. This was criminal
negligence. The school had a
thatched roof, which was not
permissible under the rules. Be-
sides, it had a thatched kitchen

close to the thatched class-
rooms, again a violation.

Ms. Jayalalithaa announced
an ex-gratia payment of Rs. 1
lakh to the families of each of
the dead, Rs. 25,000 to the seri-
ously injured and Rs. 10,000 to
the others injured.

‘“Teachers fled the scen_e\’

By Our Staff Reporter

KUMBAKONAM, JULY 16. Teachers
were the first to run out as the
fire engulfed the first floor of
the school in Kumbakonam,
eyewitnesses and local resi-
dents said. Members of the
public fought the flames .and
tried to rescue the children be-
fore the firefighters arrived, ac-
cording to agency reports. “As
soon as the fire started, the
teachers had escaped, leaving
the children behind,” a senior
fire department official was
quoted as saying. “It was the

local people who saved at least
80 children from the third
floor before the roof came
down.”

The victims were mostly
aged six to 13, eyewitnesses
said. J. Radhakrishnan, Dis-
trict Collector, said that no
teachers were killed.

Some reports suggested that
the primary school teachers
had asked the students to re-
main seated, assuring them
the fire was being put out. But
with the blaze intensifying and
spreading quickly, they fled
leaving the children behind.

87 children die in school fire

{ —

ed over Kumbakonam tragedy

Ho-1°
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SCENE OF INFERNO: The poignant remains of a class at the Saraswathl English Medium Nursery School in

Kumbakonam, Tamil Nadu. On Friday morning, its thatched roof caught fire and collapsed, engulfing the children.
By Special Arrangement with Ananda Vikatan / Photo: Kudandhai Ravi (More on the tragedy on Page 20)
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gna:/ pitches
poll net wide

Aurangabad, July 11 (PTI:
The Shiv Sena today shifted into
poll gear by unveiling a plan to
blend aggressive Hindutva with
the concerns of farmers and
workers to sew up a broader con-
stituency for the Maharashtra
Assembly elections.

After the Sena reiterated
its commitment to staunch Hin-
dutva to win back “non-Mara-
this” into its fold, party patri-
arch Bal Thackeray gave a slo-
gan of “jai jawan, jai kisan aur
jai kamgar”.

Thackeray, who addressed
the concluding session of a two-
day party conclave, announced
at a news conference here that if
the Sena-BJP combine returns
to power it would waive electrici-
ty bills and loans of the farmers
in the state.

Thackeray had made a simi-
lar announcement before the
1995 elections, which his party
won. He had promised a free
housing scheme for nearly 40
lakh slum dwellers in the
metropolis.

The Sena leader today em-
phasised the need to look after
the sufferings of the working
class.

Thackeray’s focus on farm-
ers and labourers is clearly an at-
tempt to harp on the “failure” of
the Congress-led Democratic
Front government in Mumbai to
help them and invoke the anti-in-
cumbency mood.

Asked about the feasibility of
waiving farmers’ power bills in
view of the state’s fragile finan-
cial position, he said “we have
considered all aspects before
this. It (exempting farmers from
electricity bills) is possible”.

The Sena, which is facing a
nascent rebellion, warned of
strict action against dissent. Bx-
ecutive president Uddhav Thac-

Thackeray: Changing track

keray said rebels will face strict
action and announced a probe
into the “role” of MLAs and of-
fice-bearers during the Lok
Sabha polls, in which the party
lost a few seats.

Asked how the party would
raise its Hindutva agenda dur-
ing the polls, Thackeray said: “I
can speak on Hindutva now but
not at the time of elections as
then the code of conduct will
come into force.”

Opposing the Manmohan
Singh government’s proposal to
reserve jobs for minorities, Ud-
dhav said “providing reserva-
tions to Muslims will isolate
them from the society and it (the
announcement) is an unneces-
sary step”.

Turning to the Maharashtra
government’s announcement of
job reservations for SC/ST and
OBCs in the private sector, he
said: “Why create a divide be-
tween people on caste and reli-
gion basis... Efforts should be
made to help the poor irrespec-
tive of his caste.”

THE TELEGRATH
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 14, 2004

DISTURBING UNILATERALISM

THE PUNJAB ASSEMBLY’S Bill terminating all
previous agreements and accords on river waters
and the assent given to it at lightning speed by the
State Governor raise many serious issues. In the
1950s, while negotiations with Pakistan were go-
ing on over the sharing of the Indus system, plan-
ning began towards the full utilisation of the
eastern rivers Ravi, Beas and Sutlej. In 1953 began
the processes that eventually led to the Rajasthan
Canal Project. In 1955 the Union Minister of
Works and Power helped in securing an agree-
ment on the allocations to Jammu and Kashmir,
Pepsu, Punjab and Rajasthan of the surplus wa-
ters (after excluding the pre-Partition use) of Ravi
and Beas. The share of Punjab (with Pepsu
merged) had to be divided between Punjab and
Haryana after the reorganisation of States. This
ran into difficulty but in 1976 the Government of
India settled the dispute by a notification under
the Punjab Reorganisation Act. Punjab was not
happy and filed a suit in the Supreme Court; so
did Haryana. In 1981, Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi brought about an agreement among the
Chief Ministers of Punjab, Haryana and Rajas-
than. Punjab and Haryana withdrew their pet-
itions from the Supreme Court. However, the
dispute continued and the Accord between Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi and Sant Longowal of July
24, 1985 included a paragraph regarding the shar-
ing of Ravi-Beas waters. It was in pursuance of
that Accord that the Eradi Tribunal was set up.
The Tribunal gave its award in 1987 but there was
a reference back to it (as provided for under the
Inter-State Water Disputes Act 1956); the out-
come in the form of a clarificatory or supplemen-
tary report is still awaited.

The first question is whether one party-can uni-
laterally repudiate an agreement to which there
are two or more parties. Reference has been made
to the sovereign rights of States but do those
rights extend to the repudiation of covenants en-

N

®
WA\ 'A“’\

tered into with other equally sovereign States?
Such action strikes at the heart of federalism. Sec-
ondly, the Central Government has been deeply
involved in these matters at every stage; it cannot
be silent when one State seeks to annul the agree-
ments. Thirdly, it seems wholly improper to
change at this stage the entire history that has
been presented to the Tribunal. Fourthly, the con-
struction of the Sutlej-Yamuna Link Canal was an
element in the 1976 and 1981 Agreements as also
in the 1985 Accord. The termination of all those
agreements and accords will destroy the very basis
of the SYL Canal, and therefore of the recent direc-
tions of the Supreme Court to the Central Govern-
ment to ensure its expeditious completion.
Indeed, that seems to be the objective of Punjab’s
action. It is certain that Haryana and Rajasthan
will now seek the intervention of the Supreme
Court. The Centre must support them.

Punjab has a strong sense of grievance over the
sharing of river waters. So has Haryana over the
non-completion of the SYL canal. Rajasthan has
apprehensions about the large allocation of eight
million acre feet (MAF) given to it being at risk.
These are matters to be resolved by agreement,
conciliation, mediation or adjudication — not by
unilateral, disintegrative action. It will be con-
tended that there were strong political compul-
sions but can the country accept the position that
politics can override the sanctity of covenants, the
rule of law, the spirit of federalism, and respect for
the Supreme Court? Ultimately, the answer lies in
better water management. Over the years, irriga-
tion in Punjab has resulted in a significant in-
cidence of waterlogging and salinity. Are the
farmers of Punjab aware that the availability of
abundant waters to Pakistan under the Indus
Treaty has led to a massive problem of water-
logging and salinity in the Indus Basin in that
country? Let that unfortunate experience not be
repeated in India.

THE RINDU
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/Dharam Singh to
be Karnataka CM

Statesman News Serwce

NEW DELHI, May 27. — The Congress Legislature
Party leader in Karnataka, Mr Dharam Singh, will be the
new chief minister while the Janata Dal (Secular)
Legislature Party leader, Mr Siddaramaiah, will becomie
the deputy chief minister. The swearing-in of both the
leaders will take place tomorrow in Bangalore.

The breakthrough took place late tonight after a
meeting which was attended among others by JD(S)
chief Mr HD Deve Gowda and Congress president Mrs
Sonia Gandhi, at 10 Janpath.

Mr Dharam Singh and Mr Siddaramaiah said the dead-
lock over government formation in Karnataka has been
amicably resolved, with both parties agreeing to form a
Congress-JD(S) coalition government on the Maharashtra
model. They said the decision was taken to in the state’s
interest to “checkmate” the growth of the BJP.

The issue had been hanging fire since the election
results were out. Mr Deve Gowda had met Mrs Gandhi
several times earlier to reach an agreement.

Mr Dharam Singh said that a coordination committee
and the common programme will be worked out jointly
by the two parties to run the government. Mrs Gandhi’s
political secretary, Mr Ahmed Patel, was also present at
tonight’s decisive meeting.

THESTATESMAN 28 MAY 20m



SILENT REVOLUTION IN KERALA/%« "

THE RESULTS OF the Lok Sabha elect%‘n

Kerala stand out for two reasons. First, in a State.

known for close contests, the sweep by the Left
Democratic Front led by the Communist Party
of India (Marxist) marks a dramatic departure
from the past. Secondly, for an electorate with a
proven bias towards the Congress in parliamen-
tary elections, the complete rejection of that
party, which was out for a duck for the first time
since Independence, could mean a radical shift
in voter preference. Had the results been less
spectacular, they could have been explained
with reference to the infighting between the two
factions led by Chief Minister A.K. Antony and
former Chief Minister K. Karunakaran. Although
the cloak-and-dagger manoeuvres of the faction
leaders and the permanent public exhibition of
inner-party differences have created revulsion
among the people, this does not explain the
character and magnitude of the LDF mandate. It
is significant that the allies of the Congress fared
as badly as it did. The Kerala Congress (Mani)
did not merely lose in Muvattupuzha, it finished
third behind the Indian Federal Democratic
Party and the CPI(M). The Muslim League had
Manjeri, its bastion, snatched from it. The man-
date was clearly as much in favour of the LDF as
it was against the Congress-led combine.

By sending 18 of its MPs to the Lok Sabha, the
people of Kerala have signalled that they recog-
nise the Left bloc as a constructive and forward-
looking force at the national level. They deci-
sively rejected the Congress campaign in the
State that it did not make sense to vote the Left
parties to the Lok Sabha as they would be
obliged to support the Congress against the
Bharatiya Janata Party at the Centre. While sev-
eral parts of the country preferred the Congress

(r‘

to the BJP, in ates where the former w;& pitted
against the Communist parties the popular ver-
dict has gone the way of the Left. Evidently, the
people of Kerala wanted it not just to help the
Congress form a government at the Centre, but
also to act as a check on its policies. This trend |
reflects a growing concern over basic livelihood
interests that have been trodden upon in the era
of liberalisation and globalisation. Stagnation of
employment opportunities in the public sector,
the growing informalisation of work, talk of la-
bour law changes, and the crisis of rural live-
lihoods have brought about major changes in
the attitude and perception of ordinary people
that may cause many electoral upsets in the fu-
ture. Since Kerala voted in the last phase on May
10, it is also possible that the exit polls of the
previous phases projecting a fractured verdict
prompted the people to vote a greater role for
the Left at the Centre.

The BJP failed to open its account in Kerala
despite the concentrated efforts of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh to establish a base for the
sangh parivar in the State. The National Demo-
cratic Alliance, however, has its first directly
elected member from Kerala, P. C. Thomas, a
defector from the Kerala Congress (Mani) who
formed his own party and joined the Govern-
ment at the Centre. His victory was a deviation
from established patterns in politically polarised
Kerala, but not even an NDA partisan would see
this as creating space for a third front. The over-
all voter turnout of 71.37 per cent was normal for
Kerala: in the past, voting percentages of over 75
have tended to favour the Congress. It appears
that the Left surge was waiting to happen, but
interestingly no opinion or exit poll was able to
catch the trend.




‘TYpe vweIng SI] pue uveypeld eIp
-usdeN I YieN eidipeld JN ‘epueN ukeleN Iqey
I ‘“eIYsIN ueAereuder I ‘Wylep eipeyqereg N —
91E}S JO SIAISIUTIA "09pyY3uIS A I JJA pue ospyduig
N V IN ‘fewes UBqOWUR I N0y Iepowe(] I
‘Aerynoy ooyshofig 1N “YeAeN YIBN BIpUSIng I
“YreN ¥e[oD I ‘ened uedereN eAING I “YoI[eN
Blweld SI ‘UepueyolRel] uesnyg emsig IN ‘Ao
e I ‘19peyn eipuey) e[njeld I ‘BIoysg
ABUBWIDR] Iy ‘elaydg Ueley) Ipuiey I — sI9)
-SIUIAL JOUIQRD) "YIBWIRg WIARN I — ISISIUTIA JOIYD
SMO[J0] SB ST ANSIAII MU 1) JO 3INJPNYS Y,
"pautelal [[e 919M BIdyag Ipulfed] JN pue yedeN yreu
-BIPUAING I ‘IBOpeyD ejrgelg JW Inoy Iepoure(]
IA 91 SUBII0A Sk YFno1y) [19F s11sSunok 1o501d Aewr
yreujed I pue paddoip oq [im sIdqWOW JOUSS e
-19ADS JeY) UONEINOAdS YUel 12UIqE)) 0] PAIBAD[S S1om
QUAWISA03 sno1adId JY) ur 9JelS JO SIOISTUIW dIoMm
oym YreN ye[oD IW pue Aennoy soIyskofig I
: *I9Ied I9)SIUTUL B UDIq
19A9U pey yuoq 2uiqe) B UsAI3 Sem ogm YOIBN
e[Iweld ST ‘A[e[IuIS “A[qUISSSE 9)e)S 9y} Ul SISW)
-1S11J S19M 1yped SIN pue [euwes 1A AUo ‘wayl 3O
‘(o1838
Jo siajstunur [re) yedeN eidipelq I pue ueypeig

eIpusfeN I YeAeN Siseqa JN ‘IYped BweIng
SIN ‘yuapisard [euonRU BYIIO B[IYEBIA J[d 19ULIO]
oy ‘erysiy uedereN Aer I ‘digm yoryd Aindsp grg
-drd 19Wi0y oty “(32UIqeD [[€) YONBIN Bliuel SIN
‘uaprsaid [e(q vIeURf BIIYRN niig oY) ‘RIoyog ABUBW
-Ped T JIN d[d ISWI0] 9Y) ‘[RWRS UBYOWURI I
‘Aired dxnIeISI3oT Jrdg o) Jo Jopeo] Aindop pue juapr
~sa1d J1un 93e3s Jrg 2U) 9IOM SJUBIIUD MOU YT ‘9)e)S
JO SIOISTUTW SPBW SI9M ISII Y3 JIYM SISISIUNU JaUT
~-qeD pajulodde a1om 2oy ‘saoey mou JyFId o JO

bo ol [HE Y

(drd
ffe) nuunpy pediel SIA pue ISYSA Ieyyes nys
-URWIH JJA ‘Tueny Jeypequig IN (Afd Y10q) urems
deieig eipuoury I ‘eAreyoy pueuy I\ Ole Oxe
oY) 108 oym 3SOYT “JPUIGR)D) 9 OJUl PIJONPUI 2I9M
saoey mou 1o ofiym paddorp a1om ANSTUI SIYMISIO
3y} JO sioquisw ALY g Y2 A[[e SH 01 U2A9S pue (I(d
o1 01 paduolaq H ‘SIMISIUIW T [8301 93 JO ~a8reyd

Juopuadapur USAIS 9Iom 3J8IS JO SIISIUI 9Y] [{e ‘o)’

ISIIJ oY) JOJ °9ILIS JO SIOSIUIUI UDAJS PUEB SI)STUIM
jpPuIqe) ] pasudurod AnSIuiln 19n-om) mMau YT,
"anuaA UI-SuLIeams ) ojur Aem 1121}
30105 01 paunl oym sropoddns Jrg-drd JO pmord
oy Surpjonuod ut swn Summolrey e pey d01od YL
*MOIIOWO} PIIOf[e 2q [[IM SOIfOJII04
'soNnFea[[00 [RLIAISIUNW 77 SIY PUe “YIeuled WIABN JA
‘I9ISTUIIA JOIYD) 91 01 A921935 pue 01O JO YIeo o)

paI9jsiurIpe ‘ueipusfey WA I ‘10UIA0D) 9T,

‘sioproddns Ayred jueqqnl
£q s1a3oeId JO SUnsIng pue sI29yo SuLepuniy Jsprwe
Aepo} o190y ueaeyyg ey 1® Ul WIOMS Sem sasuidIns moj
A19A yIIM “Yieuyed uiaeN JN Aq papeay ‘Ansiuiu Jrdg
-drg PquIW-zz ¥V — 91 AN “UVMSANVENHE

7o UL WLIOAS ANSTUTWE BSSLIQ) MIN -

SHILSININ 4O TIONNOD HIGW3IN-22 SAvaH NIAVN

7 Yy /074

e

&

THE STATESMAN



and votes In

y& ™
Soumyajit Pattnaik

Bhubaneswar, May 14

NAVEEN PATNAIK’S successful
political journey is also the story
of a Page 3 celebrity connecting
with the rural masses through
hard work and perseverance,
notwithstanding the language
barriers.

A photograph of Patnaik with
the late Jacqueline Kennedy kept
in the CM’s drawing room speaks
about the company he kept before
he took the plunge into politics.
The Chief Minister was initially
taking it easy till Kashipur star-
vation deaths came as a wake-up
call for him to interact with the
tribals and the rural masses.

In fact, Patnaik learnt a hard
lesson after reacting late to the
Kashipur starvation deaths. He
visited Kashipur after nearly
twenty days and people threw
mango kernels at his car. The pho-
tographs of mango kernels
strewn on his car and the bad
publicity he got for the delayed
visit brought a welcome change
in him and he never repeated the
same mistake again. Since then,
the CM has never faltered to stand
by the people in their hours of cri-
sis in this calamity-prone state.

In his four years in office, Oris-
sa faced floods in 2001, which rav-
aged coastal areas, a severe
drought in 2002 and again floods
in 2003. Apart from mobilising re-
lief and rescue operations, Pat-
naik made it a point to personally

THr HIDUST A 7w
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visit all flood-affected places to
monitor the administrative meas-
ures. And in relief camps, Pat-
naik always tried to feed the peo-
ple with his own hands. Govern-
ments in Orissa often become un-
popular because netas get jittery
to face the people’s wrath for re-
lief mismanagement during nat-
ural calamities.

Naveen reversed the trend and
led from the front so far as relief
operations were concerned. More
than his oratory skills in Oriya,
his gestures won him many
hearts in rural Orissa.

While explaining the reasons
behind the renewed mandate
from the people, Patnaik said the
people appreciated the good in-
tentions of his government. Pat-
naik may not have won the battle

"How Naveen won hearts
rural Orissa

against corruption, but people ap-
preciated the CM’s intentions to
combat corruption. And that paid
him huge dividends in the polls.
Patnaik saw to it that in schemes
such as Indira Awas Yojana or
BPL cards, the real beneficiaries
did not have to pay bribes, which
was quite endemic in Orissa. And
the vigilance department has in-
stituted many cases against offi-
cials not doing justice to the
schemes for the rural poor.

Patnaik, in his first year in of-
fice, was often criticised for delay
in project execution.

He stuck to the maxim that in
the name of prompt execution,
quality of village roads should
not be compromised. There was
delay, but the roads have not dis-
appeared overnight by an unholy
nexus between the officials and
contractors. Patnaik also initiat-
ed prompt police action against
local goons who dictated award-
ing of contracts at the block and
village level. The number of such
goons had swelled under political
patronage before. And when he
hit the campaign trail, Patnaik
told the electorate in every meet-
ing that he has ended the “goonda
raj and contractor raj” in the
state. And it drew huge applause
from the audience.

During his first-term in office,
Patnaik got good support from the
Centre. But now with the NDA
government voted out of power,
he might face a different ball
game in his second term in office.
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“wrissa swims

By Rajaram Satapathy
Times News NETWORK

Bhubaneswar: Going
against the national trend,
Orissa on Thursday stood by
Naveen Patnaik, giving an-
other chance to his BJD-BJP
combine to rule the state.

Trends trickling in .

from all the 147 assem-
bly  constituencies
projected the Naveen
team falling short of
the 2000 figure of
106. But the tally
would not be so
low as to be
threatened by its
rival, the Con-
gress-led five-par-
ty alliance headed
by J.B.Patnaik. -
The BJD-BJP com-

' bine is likely to get about 90

seats, while the Congress-led
alliance may end up with
around 50 seats. Latest re-
sults showed the BJD-BJP
combine bagging 61 seats as

against the tide

against 27 by the Congress.
The high point of the re-
sult was the slender winning
margin of most victors from
either side. J B Patnaik
scraped through with a slen-
der margin of 2000 votes. En-
ergy minister Surya
Narayan Patra (BJD) was
similarly lucky to retain
his seat with just 164
N votes more than
his rival.
: “It was the out-
4] come of good
8 governance by
my govern-
ment. The steps
the BJD-BJP
government had
taken to improve
@ the economic condi-
tion of the state by stamp-
ing out corruption in admin-
istration and implementing
welfare programmes sincere-
ly had received tremendous
support from the people”,
BJD chief Naveen Patnaik
remarked.

13 proves unlucky for BJP

New Delhi: The number 13
finally proved to be untucky
for Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee as also the BJP
which once boasted that it al-
ways favoured it.

Number 13, condemned as
inauspicious in the West, was
considered “feel good” for the
ruling party as also Vajpayee.

The first time the BJP
came to power in 1996 at the
Centre, it lasted for 13 days.

The next time it assumed
reins in New Delhi in 1998,
the BJP-led coalition’s tenure
ran for 13 months. It' again
came to power in 1999 emerg-
ing triumphant in the 13th
Lok Sabha, with vajpayee as-
suming office on October 13.

With Vajpayee becoming

Prime Minister for the third
time, BJP leaders were ap-
parently carried away by the
‘magic’ of 13. They started
boasting that now their rule
would be for a minimum pe-
riod of 13 years.

When tht Election Com-
mission, while announcing
the poll schedule, said that
counting would be on May 13,
there was a perceptible glee
in the saffron camp.

Pokharan tests, the nu-
clear explosions which were
a matter of pride for the BJP,
were conducted on May 11
and May 13, 1998.

As if there was a sting in
the ‘13’ tale, this May the ex-
plosion was of a different
Kind. agencies
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Nageshwar Patnaik

TBHUBANESWAR 13 MAY

G
OTERS in Orissa sprang a surprise by going
\ / against the national trend of anti-incum-
bency swing, reposing their faith :
in the Biju Janata Dal (BJD)-Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) combine. The ruling
combine has won 18 seats, Congress two
and JMM one in the Lok Sabha polis.
The ruling alliance is also set to retain
power at the state by winning 93 As-
sembly seats. Congress has won 38 seats
and its allies eight, while Independents
bagged eight seatsdown by over 20 seats.
Both Assembly and Lok Sabha polls
were held simultaneously in Orissa after
agap of 33 years.

The Vajpayee factor, Advani's Bharat Uday Yatra,
the clean image of chief minister Naveen Patnaik
and a lacklustre campaign by the Congress seem to
have worked in favour of the ruling alliance. With
this win, Naveen Patnaik also appears to have
avenged the defeat of his father, the late Biju Pat-
naik, at the hands of the Congress in 1995 Assem-
bly polls. The Congress was the unexpected winner
with 80 seats then.

A triumphant Naveen Patnaik on Thursday de-

ALL SMILES

“Naveen to take guard
once more in Orissa

scribed Orissa’s poll outcome as an “island in the
storm (that swept the NDA off its feet)” and attrib-
uted the ruling alliance’s success in the simultane-
ous elections to “good and transparent governance
during the last four years, good law and order situa-
tion, pro-poor and pro-progress policies
and efficient handling of recurring natu-
ral calamities.” The BJD supremo, who
will once again head the BID-BJP al-
liance government, expressed dismay at
the NDA’s debacle at the Centre, but
ruled out the possibility of quitting the
BJP-led alliance.

“The BJD is part of the NDA and will
continue in it,” he remarked, adding
that the new government at the state
would continue to work for the rural
poor. On the contrary, a pall of gloom de-
scended on the Congress headquarters here.,

The party high-command had pinned its hopes
ona good showing.

“We could not take our message to the people
due to time constraint. The BJD-BJP's misrule, in-
eptitude, corruption could not be properly high-
lighted before the people,” said Orissa Congress
president J.B. Patnaik.

Many Congress workers, however, blame J.B.
Patnaik for BJD-BJP's victory.

The Ecanomie Times
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Attack in Orissa

WA\ V' Patnaik must not spare the gtilty $76

hat violence and crime are not confined to seedy bylanes,
and can occur in the hallowed precincts of a state secre-
tariat became clear last week when four photographers were
assaulted and robbed at the Bhubaneswar secretariat. They
f were witness to an altercation between government employ-
ees and Sarat Paikray, a ruling party MLA and chairman of
the State Housing Board. Paikray, agitated by the transfer of
+ an auditor, was remonstrating with an Additional Secretary
when a rumour spread that he and his supporters had man-
handled the bureaucrat. Furious employees rushed to the
spot and accosted Paikray’s supporters. In the clash that en-
sued, a section officer was injured. And this led the agitated
employees to attack everyone in sight, but principally the
photographers who had recorded the incident. The attack
went on for nearly two hours while police stood by helplessly.
This newspaper’s photographer had his camera robbed, and
until today there is nothing to suggest that the equipment
will be recovered. This is not the first time cameramen have
faced the ire of government employees; not so long ago,
similar scenes were witnessed at the Kolkata secretariat and
just two months ago even in Bhubaneswar. And just as the
West Bengal Chief Minister had then promised action, so
too did Naveen Patnaik, two months ago and last week.
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee did not deliver on his promise,
and there is no reason to believe Patnaik will.
© It is easy to understand why cameramen face such treat-
ment at the hands of mobs. They are witnesses to criminal
acts, and they possess evidence. Having said that, there can
be no excuses offered for the manner in which police officers
failed to perform their duties, and yet evaded official cen-
sure. Patnaik would like his constituents to believe that he is
an effective administrator. It is necessary that he act, and act
fast, to ensure that the guilty do not get away. Paikray has
been stripped of his post, but he was never arrested, only
taken into protective custody. There is nothing to suggest
that action is contemplated against the secretariat employees
or the deficient policemen. One detail that may have eluded
Patnaik and which ought to force him to act is that the
secretariat is supposed to be a high-security zone. The
airport and the assembly are two others. And in the past
three years, violent clashes have taken place at all three ven-
ues. Those who attacked photographers the other day may
“well turn around and attack Patnaik or some of his legislators
some day. Even a less than adequate politician realizes the
need for self-preservation. Patnaik has every reason to crack
+ down, and hard; the victims were journalists but the slap was
administered on the face of his administration.
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