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Statesman News Service é\

JAMMU, Dec. 29. — At
least six people, including
a National Conference
leader and two women,
were killed as militants
intensified their attacks in
Kashmir today.

Police said militants
fired upon Farooq Ahmad
Zargar, an NC leader, at
Safakadal here. He was
critically wounded and
later succumbed to his
injuries in a hospital.

NC leaders and support-
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’lowest wolenc in 2004’

JAMMU, Dec. 29. — With a 25 per tent dip in militancy-
related incidents in the state in 2004, J&K has witnessed
“lowest violence” in the iast 14 years, police sources said
here today. “J&K this year witnessed lowest violence in last
14 years with about 900 incidents less compared to the
previous year,” a source said. — PTI

ers are continuously target-
ed by militants. Hundreds
of former ministers, legisla-
tors, party workers and sup-
porters have been killed in
the 14-year-long militancy
in J&K.

Also today, a woman, her
daughter, a civilian and a

militant were killed during
an exchange of fire at Lal-
gam-Tral in south Kashmir,
police said. Four civilians
and a securityman were
also injured.

Police said a passenger
bus was on its way from
Srinagar to Tral. When it
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ify attacks

reached Lalgam village,
security forces asked the
passengers to get down
from the vehicle for frisk-
ing. As the frisking was
going on a militant fired on
the troops. The security
forces retaliated and shot
dead the militant. The
three civilians who were
killed in the encounter have
been identified as Jameela,
her daughter Rifat Jan and
Nazir Ahmad Dar.

In Sopore, militants shot
dead a BSF personnel at
point blank range this

afternoon.
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in 1989 and the state of con-
fusjon, chaos, distrust and
turmoil for 15 long years has left
the Kashmiri population with a
mindset which did not exist prior
to 1985. Today it is a divided
ptions and opini-
ivided between the elite
masses and even among the
~fnasses, between populations
under different age groups. The
top ten per cent of the elite are
indifferent. Their interest lies in
getting the best out of life, They
send their children for higher
studies mostly to South Indian
universities. After their studies
they send them to the West or
the Middie East for jobs. They
tend to have property in Jammu,
Delhi and even Bangalore.

The remaining 90 per cent of
the population have different
perceptions. Poor peasants, the
labour class, petty businessmen,
boatmen and those who depen-
ded on tourism for their liveli-
hood are exhausted. They all
want the peace with dignity,
freedom and security.

A confused lot

The educated population can
be put into two categories. In the
first category are those who were
teenagers in 1989-90 and who
are in their forties and who have
spent their youth in turmoil.
They have scen the worst of
militancy and its effect on their
lives. They are the alienated lot
who neither trust Pakistan nor
do they look to the rest of India
as their home. In a way, this
generation is though not a lost
generation, yet to heal the scars
is difficult. Those who are now in
their teens were kids when mili-
tancy started. They have grown
up in the shadow of guns, bomb
blasts, killings, insecurity. uncer-
tainties and harassment. This is a
confused lot.

I could read through their cyes
all that they were willing to say.
Their priority was their educa-
tion and their careers which to
most fooked dark. They have
little interest in the dispute with
Pakistan or militancy and, for
that matter, any political activity.
This is evident from the fact that
neither the colleges nor the uni-
versity has any political activity.
There is not even a student
union, and the walls of colleges
and university campus are spot-
less. This is in contrast to the
Jammu region where even
teachers are active office-
bearers of political parties. The
Kashmiri educated youth do not
know which way to go though he
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The trouble that was sparked
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Need For Emotional And Organic Integration

By JALEES TAREEN

looks towards Indian sub-
continent for his possible future.

The question back home is,
will peace return to Kashmir if
there is a negotiated settiement
with Pakistan? An average Kash-
miri does not believe that Pakis-
tan is their master. Not many
have a soft corner for Pakistan

today as they all believe that the
green pasture shown by Pakistan
in 1989 was only an illusion. This
became evident during the reac-
tion of the people and local
media during the visit of Pakista-
ni journalists. In some of the
interactions, young Kashmiris
journalists put embarrassing
questions and blamed Pakistan
for damaging their culture and
Kashmiriat. This reaction has
sent a signal to Pakistan which
has compelled General Musha-
rraf to change his stand an
referendum, But we need to
accept the fact that today the
Kashmiri is many times more
alienated with the rest of the
land than what it was in the early
80s.

Estranged ties

The distance and the distrust
are visible from the estranged
relationship between our sol-
diers and the local Kashmiri.
Though the physical integration
of Kashmir is ensured, emotio-
nal and oOrganic integration is
lacking. It so happened that in
our security concerns, the hum-
an aspect was overlooked. The
distance has increased. Misun-
derstanding and misperception
have become deeper. An ave-
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rage Kashmiri who has not cros-
sed the tunnel of Banihal thinks
that the rest of India is a land of
gods and Godhra incidents. He
is ignorant of the colourful
mosaic of unity in diversity and
the multi-cultural heritage.
Likewise, most Indians think
that a Kashmiri is a radical, a

it

terrorist and is communal. The
fact is both these perceptions are
wrong. A Kashmiri is in fact the
feast communal on the Indian
sub-continent. Never in the his-
tory of Kashmir were there
communal riots and disputes.
Most of us do not know that over
8,000 non-Muslim boys and girls
come to Kashmir and join the
one-year B Ed programme in 46
B Ed colleges in the remotest
corners of Kashmir, They come
from Punjab, Haryana, Hima-
chal, Uttranchal, Rajasthan and
even Dethi. They are not only
safe but enjoy their stay and
return happily.

The solution lies in a newer
strategy to emotionally and. or-
ganijcally integrate them with the
country apart from the physical
integration of the land. It calls
for a lot of damage control and
measures which give a real heal-
ing touch and a meaningful ten-
year action plan.

On the political front, it is felt
that the Hurriyat leaders and
even militant organisations
should be invited for a dialogue
to persuade them to participate
in the democratic process. It is
not easy but not impossible. It
may call for flexibility on either
side on matters like autonomy,

investment, economic support,
educational and industrial deve-
lopment package. If they parti-
cipate in the election process, a
more representative government
will emerge. This followed by a
new strategy of winning the
youth through education, love,
care, opportunities and greater
acceptance coupled with nego-
tiations with Pakistan on issues
of border and cross-border
infiltration would yield long-
lasting results. Whatever the
model and alternatives discus-
sed, and agreed upon with the
Pakistan authorities, it will fetch
lasting peace only if it is coupled
with a healthy and meaningful
participation of larger represen-
tatives of the people in the gov-
ernment, and an all-out action
plan for integration of the
Kashmiri population. The dis-
trust and disgust in the minds of
youth have been building up
during the 15 years of turmoil in
the valley. Their frustration
should not be allowed to get the
better of them.

Non-violent in nature

Although the Kashmiri by
nature is not violent, if the
pressure of frustration builds up
in the minds of the youth, it may
be exploited by vested interests
and may take newer forms of
extremism. The challenge before
us lies in (a) negotiation with
Pakistan with clear a commit-
ment on all issues; (b) negotia-
tion for participation of the
Hurriyat and all other separatist
or militant organisation in the
democratic process, (c) and a
simultaneous action plan for
damage control and organic as
well as emotional integration of
Kashmiri youth with the country
through a series of measures on
different fronts.

Secession of Kashmir would
be a second disaster for Indian
Muslims. The first was partition
when the elite, rich and inte-
lectuals moved away leaving
behind the less educated, the
poor and under-privileged to live
in poverty, illiteracy and misery.
I would like to see in my lifetime
a Kashmir, more integrated with
the national stream of nation-
building and the [Indian
population accepting them more
affectionately and without
suspicion and discrimination.
Education, equal opportunities,
greater acceptance and love is
the only solution to win the
young Kashmiri over a period of
time.

‘Concluded)
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Gy RN , " Common Citizens Pay The Price

he complexities of the
TKashmir problem have

been discussed by many
writers, most of whom come to
Kashmir on short visits. As vice-
chancellor of Kashmir Univer-
sity for three years till mid-July
this year, I observed Kashmiris,
especially the youth, from close
quarters and it gave me access to
whispers which most would not
listen to.

The Kashmir freedom move-
ment ((Tahrek-e-Azadi) which
started in early 1989 with large-
scale infiltration of Pakistani-
trained militants and young
Kashmiris from the rural areas,
disillusioned almost every Kash-
miri in the first two to three
years as every one thought that
Pakistan will fetch them inde-
pendence in a matter of months,
or that they will join Pakistani-
occupied Kashmir.

The early years

For a short period, most of the
population got directly or in-
directly involved or at least re-
mained silent supporters of this
movement. The educated lot,
children of the elite, big busi-
nessmen and commoners, all
saw a carrot before them and
supported the movement. That
was the time when the Indian
security forces marched in dur-
ing the Jagmohan period. The
mass support proved a short-
lived bubble which just exploded
within two to three years when
the ugly face of militancy sur-
faced and started to turn the
peaceful lives of Kashmiris into
sleepless nights.

The killings became indiscri-
minate. Both innocent Muslims
and non-Muslims became targe-
ts. Extortion, illegitimate circu-
lation of money, collapse of the
administrative machinery, jobs
at gunpoint, kidnapping and tor-
ture, deaths of innocents in
cross-fires and crackdowns, dis-
appearance of youth, custody
deaths became a daily affair.
Militancy entered the education
system and the university. Teach-
ers and officers were kidnapped

The author is former vice-chancellor
of Kashmir University and is now
chief executive officer of South Asia
Foundation

By JALEES TAREEN

and tortured. The major blow
came when some professors
were killed along with the vice-
chancellor, Professor Mushirul
Hug. The Director of Doordar-
shan, Lassa Kaul, head of HMT,
Mr Khera and a number of pro-
minent persons were the victims.

The rich started becoming ric-

the people under the patronage
of Pakistan, but they stayed away
from participation in the demo-
cratic process.

Today, the structure of Kash-
miri society has undergone a tre-
mendous change. The crime rate
has gone up. At one time a single
girl could walk home or drive in

: e

her and the poor became poorer.
A new class of neo-rich emer-
ged. A change in the cultural
ethos in Kashmir became more
visible. Unheard of evils started
to show up. Most of the educa-
ted youth who were initially
involved rejected the movement
because of the way in which it
progressed. This compelled a
majority of the supporters of the
freedom movement to change
their thinking. They started to
gradually withdraw from the
movement. The Indian forces
dealt with the situation with a
stern hand. Active militancy
went down at the university, the
townships; mosques and shrines
particularly after the Hazratbal
action in 1992 and Charar-i-
Sharif gutting in 1995.

Social breakdown

The militants withdrew and
moved to the hills and forests
and the outskirts of the town-
ships to target security forces,
camps, convoys and political
figures. The people gradually
became indifferent and they
even lost faith in the democratic
process. The All Party Hurriyat
Conference emerged to give a
united leadership to the voice of

» L
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the middle of the night, but
today she has to reach home
before it is dark. Wedding proce-
ssions (Baraat) which were ta-
ken out throughout the night are
forced to be concluded by 10 pm.
Car thefts, house breaking, drug
addiction, liquor consumption
are on the rise.

Ironically, there is no licensed
liquor vendor in Kashmir, yet
consumers get their quota with-
out difficulty. The collapse of
tourism has hit every one hard
for the last 15 years. A walk into
downtown Srinagar or through
the boulevard along Dal Lake
or, for that matter, any of the
towns of Kashmir would reveal
depressed, speechless faces
draped in phiran (long Kashmir
gown) — people without jobs
and occupations.

The situation for the last three
years has been confusing and pa-
thetic. The common Kashmiri is
paying a price for the turmoil of
the last 15 years. No one knows
who kills whom. No one trusts
anyone. Bullets are exchanged
between security forces and mili-
tants, between groups of mili-
tants, between political parties,
between militants and surren-
dered militants. In the recent

THE KASHMIR STORY-1

past, a new word has been coi-
ned — “mystery killings” where
they say a third invisible force
operates. Young boys in their tw-
enties target a person even out-
side a mosque with a pistol and
walk away. No one knows who
sponsors them. Grenades are
hurled on political rallies, army
convoys and security camps
without regard to  security
measures.

Kashmiri voice

Common citizens pay a price
for all this. The security forces
have camped in every nook and
corner, narrow lanes in civilian
areas, parts of schools, colleges
and hostels. Every commuter in
public or private transport is
searched, frisked and question-
ed. Women, children, schoolgo-
ers and university students face
this ordeal every day. No one
feels safe. Educational instituti-
ons have been turned into army
camps. Yet schools and colleges
are overcrowded. Roads at sc-
hool times are flooded with uni-
formed, smartly dressed children
happily rushing to classes. Al-
most 50 per cent of the students
are girls. As the V-C of Kashmir
University, I interacted with a
cross-section of people during
my three years. There was unani-
mity that every one now wants
peace, normalcy and that their
dignity should be returned.

There has been a thinking that
peace will return to Kashmir if
there is a negotiated settlement
with Pakistan even without the
participation of the representa-
tives of the people of Kashmir.
There have been debates as to
who is the first party to the
dispute — the Kashmiri leader-
ship or the Pakistan authorities.
What issues will be settled with
Pakistan? We have two major
issues with Pakistan: the issue of
the international border and the
issue of infiltration from Pakis-
tan and the operations of the ISI
in India. If these two issues are
resolved and assuming that infil-
tration of militants from the bor-
der stops, and Pakistan stops its
activities in Kashmir, will that sa-
tisfy the Kashmiris and bring
peace? Most people do not seem
to think so.

(1o be concluded)
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HT Correspondents
Jammu/Srinagar, Dec 18

MAJOR REHMAN Hussain,
accused of raping and mo-
lesting a woman and her da-
ughter in Kupwara on Nov-
ember 6, will be tried by a
general court martial on
Monday.

The GCM proceedings will
be conducted at Uri and Br-
igadier Syed Ata Hasnain
will be the presiding officer.
“These proceedings will be
transparent and the media
will be allowed to monitor the
proceedings,” Lt-Col. V. K. Ba-
tra, defence spokesman of 15
Corps, said. Major Hussain of
30 Rashtriya Rifles was sus-
pended soon after the case
surfaced and has been in
army custody since.

In the GCM, he will be qu-
estioned on the allegations le-
velled against him by Ashiga
Begum and her daughter
Shabnam. The incident had
evoked strong protests across
Kashmir forcing the govern-
ment to order a probe. The
army had also ordered an in-
ternal inquiry.

A joint court of inquiry be-
tween the army and the po-
lice was set up and the DNA
samples of Rehman, the wo-
man and her daughter were
sent to the Central Forensic
Science Laboratory at Cha-
ndigarh. Besides the blood
samples, Shabnam’s clothes,
which she wore on the night
of incident, was also sent for
tests. These were sealed in
presence of the Kupwara dis-
trict magistrate. The report
has not been revealed yet.

Although there is some ev-
idence of friendship between

;ewerelklzl.led.

® Army chief Vi Ordered
an internal inguiry on
_ November24

agaibist therapeand
subsequent police firing

the major and the woman
who later made the allegation
apparently to escape social
opprobrium, the army has
sent a strong message that
there will be no hand-holding
of the accused for actions th-
at are perceived to be human
rights violations.

The decision to court mar-
tial Major Hussain is the lat-
est in the series of strong pu-
nitive measures taken agai-
nst army officers for impro-
priety. Last week, Brigadier
R.P. Singh was sentenced to
nine-months RI for selling
liquor from army canteens
to the public. / /'

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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| Hurriyat leaders
allowed to go
to Kathmandu

® Prime Minister clears the way

By Our Special Correspondent

. NEW DELHI, DEC. 14. Eight Kash-

mir leaders, belonging to the
separatist camp, left here today
to attend the Pugwash Peace
conference in Kathmandu, Ne-
pal. Among them were Shabir
Shah, Abdul Gani Bhatt, Mir-
waiz Umar Farooq, Sajjad Lone
and Bilal Lone. The theme of
the three-day conference is
“Jammu and Kashmir and the
India-Pakistan Dialogue: the
Prospectus Ahead.”

The separatist leaders’ depar-
ture hinged on an informal sig-
nal from the Union
Government to Nepal. Not all of
the separatist leaders possess
passports (though Indians do
not need passports to enter Ne-
pal); those who did not possess
a passport were unwilling to
produce an alternative “Indian”
identity card. The separatist
leaders were insisting on trav-
elling only on “identity cards”
provided to them by the local
administration in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Indian officials, especially
those belonging to the “agen-
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cies”, were not too keen on let-
ting the separatist leaders
dictate the terms of travel. Nei-
ther the Home Ministry nor the
External Affairs Ministry was
too excited about these leaders’
participation. However, accord-
ing to a senior official, the mat-
ter was settled after the Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh,
ruled that these leaders be al-
lowed to travel, without making
them feel compromised.

The Home Minister, Shivraj
Patil, is also said to be in favour
of allowing the separatist lead-
ers to go to Kathmandu. In fact,
Mr. Shabir Shah and Syed Ali
Shah Geelani, leader of an All
Parties Hurriyat Conference
faction, both under house ar-
rest, were released two days ago
to enable them to come to Delhi
to take the flight to Kathmandu.
Mr. Geelani, however, could not
leave because of a medical
emergency.

Intra-Kashmir dialogue
According to the senior offi-
cial, this is the first time that the
Centre is facilitating an intra-
Kashmir dialogue, enabling

% 1y,

leaders from Jarmnmu and Kash-
mir to meet their counterparts
in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK). So far, the “track II” en-
deavours have tried to promote
an India-Pakistan dialogue. A
number of leaders from the Pa-
kistan-Occupied Kashmir are
expected to participate in the
Kathmandu meet, besides a
number of Indian and Pakistani
“experts”.

Aziz-Dixit dialogue
put off

The Tariq Aziz-J.N.Dixit
“track 11" dialogue, meanwhile,
has been put on hold after some
elements in the Pakistan estab-
lishment were suspected of hav-
ing violated the confidentiality
of the two principals. The Indi-
an side feels that they are un-
happy with the progress in the
Aziz-Dixit interaction, especial-
ly after the success of the Mush-
arraf-Manmohan Singh
meeting at Roosevelt Hotel in
New York in September. These
elements began leaking details
of the Aziz-Dixit process to sec-
tions of the Pakistan and the In-"
dian media.
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ew Delhi, December 8(X}

\
DEFENCE MINISTER Pra-
nab Mukherijee has said the
reduction of troops deploy-
ment in Jammu and Kash-
mir had generated a lot of
goodwill though infiltration
attempts by militants to get
into the state had increased
during the past month.

However, he maintained
that the government could
reconsider the decision to re-
duce troops if the situation
demanded. “The question of
redeployment is always
there because it depends on
the situation. So far, the deci-
sion has been well received
all gver the country, includ-
ing from the people of J&K,”
the minister said in response
to a query from Samajwadi
Party member Amar Singh
in the Rajya Sabha.

There were 15 attempts of
infiliration during Septem-
ber-October, in which seven
militants were killed and 30
could have sneaked into the
country Though there was nio
slowdown in attempts by mil-
itants to sneak into the state,
better gadgets had brought
down the level of infiltration,
Mukherjee told the House, He
quoted estimates that show
the level of infiltration in Oc-
tober this year had come
down by 60 per cent.

09 prr 204 THE HIDUSTAN TIMES



‘133fqus a3} Uuo 11esy Jjo
93uryp [eal Lue £ jJ0U pue SUo}
-BIODISUCD Teonoel Aq podeys
uo9q AJferjuasse sey pueis jusl
-0 S, peqelie[S] oSnedsq Jses]
10U ‘MMWYSEI] JO 9Nssl sAnue)s
-qus a1} uo ssaadoad Jo aoues
-ge 8y} uy unJ 3uof aY) ul Yo3ayo
Japun suoisus) yed-opuj Suidasy
utr pasoons [im yoeoxdde ue
yons Jayjoym afqeieqap st 1 myg
PTPUOS Yed-opu] 8yl JO sesned
3001 9} uey; Joyjea swoydwds
oY} BuIssaappe £q jusuyUIodqNs
9y} uo uolyeniis a9y} ISIqeIs
0} aNUNU0I pue A1} 0} PRqRWIR]ST
pue [yred MoN yim sdrysuorye|

Aluysey u

LS B ] - —-
-.Y\‘ 1] [ |

-3 [eJ9 211qQ SN JO suolsuawIp o138
-gyeq3s-0 o1tfed pue O1WIOUOI9 Sul
-MO0J8 at [ oS 0] pajoadxs ag ued
S 9Y1 ‘19e9isu] ‘pIemro] sseaoxd
eorad ot (1 Burysnd Ul 8J01 9A1110S
-se aqoul e 3utdeld ojur umerp
aq 01 pofedwiod 89 jJou 2I0]

SN 9 Areurd 9IndsIp eiqrIoen
-Ul A[8Uless B Ul JOIBID
-BJ B JO 9104 a3 3uiAefd Ui peAjoA
-ut syS11 0189)e13s pue snyewoidip
431y 8y} Jo Arem ST uolSurysem
‘puodag ‘beay ur syusAs Yum
uorzednoooasd s uoeI)STUT

-3l ® ST STy} ISI§ -e8els

Q10T |[IM UOIBUIYSEM paisyng g P USNE o) JO UOO9

‘peqewie’[S] pue 1qzd
MBN Uscim}aq suoisusy jo
3uiseo I[QRIIPISUOD B}
UQALD) 3 NSST yed-opuj ay3
uo £o110d s31 uremuoy
ur yoeoxdde sanoeoad
uey} LYJel 9AlJ0eal ®
ponsand £fjerousd ‘sigak

may sed éﬁ, ﬁrNo ‘sey

nﬂ.

yons Aue a0ed 03 A1o¥I[un

oI  axdl) U9A9MON

0 3101 aARoR0Id B)E)

ST} Je eIpuj uc aanssaad

ST uoj1SuIysem Jey} 3sed
-3ns YoIym SUOseal aa.ay3

Tuyses
U0 SUOISSNISIP 9ATIE}S
-gnNs Uo P0UEIS I[qIXeYy

aJow e jdope 0} e1puj 383 03 SN
Y1 83Jn T{IM SW3aa JrITEUSNIN
oY} ‘os Suleq SIYJ, qUIYsSey] JO
uorjsanb poxaa ayy uo Aempesy
Ya9s 0) sa1) yed-opu] Ul meyl
JUSLIND 9} PUE JOII8} UO Jem
perreo os s,uci3urysep Ut sAolus
1T Snjels A9y ay) asn A[3UIseald
Ul M peqeulefs]y ‘wisl puo
-08S $)1 Ul Suole[aa yed-opuj uo
sydope uonjenswaIwpe ysng ayj
puels a8y} uo uoljuse SN0y 0}
QAI9S AIORITPUL [(IM BISY UInog
01 prejswny preuocq AJgel

-8109S IoUAISP S} JO MSIA oY

NN.L/ejeaasodesel ter Ag

ou few g




Ihefelq Globr deislint (el 1BIEDD Lol Jeb e MDY Bidric bl Bidhl 1@ e pb2lle Bl delilitie Blele) 1O 2 BRI Ihe bRk 19D EE MR
12¢Jls k) ‘Mol Bllshl BEIbBL bile Leblinde lleb) B® DYDY Sinede BRI BIOIOED |ile bR 1QND  Blieli,, bl BURE) 124D kol Blislin 6
agllle ol 12210Q 382 StlGRn 10 SiOle MO BlRle Ip 02w 16 ldtde Be el Sk BASIRIE Sl kool Shliblic blk) Bl S
Blielle B0l QG Bk Slslellulz bk BRR B “WEOIL) lezllc 1) o) Ikl lictle  BIESIE All “Welb ik Kk Blde ke B0JANIRED Gls Zola kb33 il

Bz {lale 1800 1121 @e liele) ST BIG Bl Slidie] $Ub S5 bldle Bhlltlln  Mlolndic Salibdlic |BUD Miz Bl 004 M) Ledl) (Rl BMIOE] Elalale Rl |

(U Lo Gb BBle BMOlhiblell) k) ‘MEdE bl Bkl leld Bl  (BI% 516 lold JAOK b M2 ‘Mledb daBllefe BIIdldulle oM SIPlealbik |
1947 Lo2le] 1 BIEUOE (k) DBAS b [ Blbbh SlG|ee BRI Blis tElke U BRI a25] B 120872 BIE QAR Qo5 Biokke Kb Slbk baiB) bWk | 6
ARy e B heBls QEJR Bl beudb]  bIE BOblls 2RI BE LI 001aK) lelele  Wickle €90 SlisQliodiin Sduflisl) Bl SRS 14 BRIz )] el 516 I | B

1a2i) Refalle obslirlie liehe) Mio%) 1o Bl Qe (GO BENEID B, |k, #8] 3h, ‘tallelh Sledlduie Bloy fislek lblfile kO Zhle Bldh S#2e BlESIS
Bibdlells Uele) $UB%, ‘MENOL fblel SRS Rk 2ES Blk, S0k e e 210 QOB Gzl bR BLIIE] debslink B 80250
Bledldelie 194 £hIQ bbedllald) g lbdik Rl Bo (52 Bof ble  Sbg) Biin oM Blbdiole lEln Sl $ukii Ueile Bl BRIIY &
lepli bl fole le Bl 1RGP 350Ie D] 1Eeq Al 535G Bab 06 @nggg%ggﬁ&?\r _0

QOS] B bdzle (Sl Lold Gadllls)  “lalb deblint Kleln egllodfie. dduliiot] ~aba Sale) (fkiele kIR EEWE\,;E% w@.ﬁ.ﬁwﬁ%

BBl Bl1eE) ‘debsllele bo|a fR12]e Ee) Blfele>
] -

AN

THE HIpUsTAN TIMES

07 DEC 200



(DISy YInog
upr aousnadxa Suop ynm siopvssvq
-y §7[) pPaniaL a4v yiog Ansisatuf)
umozadioany ‘Aovwoydiq Jo Apmis ay;
L0f aynansuy oy1 1o sApnis Jo 1012.p
st faffoyos g pLomog] uoBunsvpm ut
sa1pNIS ppuoNDULIIU] pup 182118 10f
123u20) 3y 1v wWviBoid VISY MOS 1Y)
Jo 1opaap st aaffoyos ) viisaiaf)

‘Surauid
-aq Mau e 10} adoy mou st 318yl 18y}
uelspjed pue erpul Iaao [[e ojdoad
0] pue SUIUIYSEY 01 ASAU0D pnom
uonoe S[qIstA A[SIY SWIL s9Ins
-eaw asay) jo Suistwold jsouwr ayy ST
peqereljeznjy pue 1egeullg usamiaq
SO1AJAS SNQ ® JO JUSWYSI[qeIsa oY L,

RERIERET i i)
II3Y)  SUWIOOIBA0 0}  SJUIWIUId
-A0D OM) 9T JO SSaUBUT[[IM 1) 951j0q
-wiks pue nurysey ul punocid syl uo
uonenis ay} Agueyo pmod 1ey) sdays
9)210U0D U0 23188 0) PIdU peqeUIR]S]
pue Yo maN ‘spiom isuf jou ‘uon
-0r 9q PINOYS 2A1NI3(qO [Ba1 3y} Ing

‘SIOPIOYYERIS Y} [fe 10}
reonoeid pue ‘sjqemouoy ‘nysoead
SI jeyl uonnjos e aq pmoys [eod
3y ] "JUSUIANIAS B 9pmd pmod jeyy
soidipund syl uo jyuawedide ysnol
B pIEmo] YIom pue ‘93raurs 03 Surirels
st jey) punoid uowurod 3yy puedxa
01 An pmoys Asy) 9sIL] “JUSWLNILS
& I0J yoreas pajedsrduwros ‘Buof ayy Ul
plemio} saaoul 01 Aijumroddo anbrun
B DAY SYJUOLI M3IJ JXaU 23 UI 193U 0}
panpayos axe oym SISPeI[ pue S[er
-1J30 TueISpled pue ueipul ayy, 1ydnos
3¢ Ued IMUIYSEY O) UONNjos B Uyormygm
unpM BUSIR 9yl aUYyap 0} moy Jo
uoIssnasIp oigqnd mau e premoy sdals
151y 91y Burads ag Mou Aewl 9Mm

‘supuysey
a1 0] pue sSIANUNCY Yloq ul
siqerdasoe Aqeonijod aq isnur juata
-opos e ey asiuBoosy Aay) ‘sjeod
feuidiro 1o jo squssod se yonwr
Se aAaIyoe 01 SUIA1) NS A[TRa[D aIe Ue]
-spled pue erpuj aigm ‘Afpmoy .

. ploM ssa[Iaploq e, JO adusiquIe
ay1 aq ppnoys 2192 3ulhes se pajonb
SeMm [RIOYJO UBRIPU] I0IU3S ¥ YLI0J pue
3oeq 9AOUI 0] 991 SLITUIYSEY SOARI]
jey) uonnjos e 10j adoy [re sunuysey
pue ‘stuelsp{ed ‘suelpuf ‘A[piayg .

BLEL
-aas e Jo 1red a2q 01 spaau wIay) 10§
a[nu-pas a131dwod a1ow pue 198uons
eyl pue ‘@indsip 9yl ul sI1APOY
-ode)s ore suLuIysey ey uonmudo
-031 [erauad e st axay ‘A[puoodas ,
-ardoad
J0 auo Apreurud sy wsjqoad oy yewy
pue ‘eoepd orupa-pMuI pue snoiga1
-nnw B oSporwysey eyl afpapmouy
-3% MOU SIUIUIUIIACD NOq ISHL] ,
‘pUNOI3 UCWILIOD JO S)Q MdJ
e AJnuepi Ued U0 ‘SIUAUISIE]S JUID
-1 1s0W Ay} e A[ryares Zupjoo
001
3y} Suo[e a0Ua} e UC NIOM pPanUNU0D
s, e1pul 911dsap SIy} aUOp Sey ueIspred
"MOU Jeak ® 10] [ONUO0D JO SUIT ay)
SSOI0® 3Igasead Iy} paulelureul SABY
SIUQUILLISAOD) 110G PUY "UMOP SBM
UoneNYUI Jey} 9A3L2qQ JOU PIp Jusw
-UISA0D) UeIpU] Ay} JI ‘pareniur suofe
19 ‘pIVUNOUUE UIY dABY PINOM
remerpyyiv doony uerpuj Aue eyl

JsiA 01 sisifewnof fuelspjed jo dnoad
B pamo[[e BIpU] ‘18qOI>(Q U] ‘ue)
-sD{ed pue eIpu] £q SUOTIIE 319I3UAD
JO salds e Sl imuysey uo Supjuiyl
Mau 10 [eo snp Surtuapdusng
‘01 1 ysim
ue)sped pue epup se 3uoj se aoeld ui
surewIal [o1UoD) JO 2UT] 3 /IYMm ‘A)
-rreuosiad (puoneuIAIUT INCUIIM SIT}
-nua uda1aA0s, pasueIUWLap 0M] 10
310 JO JTWIyse) Ul uopeald ays sasod
-01d  premiog Aepy,, syl "(slequisll
are sioyine a9y} yloq Yorym ur) dnoin
Apmyg muysey oy Aq paysyqnd pue
S[BIOYJO luelsbied pue Ueipuj pain
-a1 Jo dnoid e Aq padofaaap auo A[qel
-ou ‘03eqap o1jqnd 3y Jo 1red swoosq
OS[e 9ABY SEOPI [PUONUSAU0IUN ISTNO
‘suonisaod prepuels mey jo ied jou
ax1e yey) seapt noqe Supjurt Aq anssy
IUIgsey ay) JA[0SaI 0) MOY Je Y0o]
ysaxy e ayes o1 oriqnd a3 Suideinosua
are oidoad xotuas Axaa yeid st Sump
juenodw ayy Ing ‘swisjqolid snopias
aste1 way jo Auew pue rede 1ef A10A
axe spesodoxd asayy Jo S[reIap AYJ
‘310w JulIeay Ul 1S912)UL
ue passaldxo pue sdoy yam pajoeal
‘QOURIAfUOD) JRAlLINY JY) Ul s3UIN
-8y 101U9S [RI3A3S 0} PAakeg poururey

SUYsvY U1 punoid ayr uo
uonwvns a2y aduvyd pinod wy; sdazs aga.10u09
U0 2243 0) padu pYqVWDIS] Ppuv 141a(] MIN

2A91[9q 03 prey st I ‘AJuaa o1 afqissad

-uIl pue 138 01 pIey sl uonenjyur uo -

UONRULIONUI S[IYM ‘uelsD{ed jOo pue
— OPpIs uelpu] sy} uloly sLraysey Jo
ST ysmm,, 9y Jo doy ay) Je ueaq sreak
10} sey 2ouadsard Ayumoas uelpul op
o Suruunyy, ‘21 IaquiesoN uo Jul
-aea] ue8aq sdoon palpuny maj 3siy
2y pue ‘nuysey woy sdoon jo 1aq
-umu payroadsun ue MBIpYIM Pom
3} Jeyl PpacUNOUUE BIPU] ‘IdQUISA
-oN Ajes uj -reSeung pue nuiuref

SO A BBISTUIN JBIYD w0y
aruysey ur senieuosiad ‘ueispied
pue elpul Ul [eIsisaonuod A[qeidp
-a1d a1oM SIUSUIAIRIS [10q YA .
JUSUIUISAOY) UeIpU]
snomaid o) Aq UOISSNOSIP INOYIM
pa1oafal pue quuIysey pue nuwue( Ul
JUAWIUIAA0D) J3BIS PAI0ald ayl A 0002
ur premioj mnd spesodord Aurouoy
-ne ayy 1 Yool 1aypoue axel 01 paged
-01d ST)UOUINIdAOLD) UBTPU] 3} ‘SPI
I9UYIO U] IJQeURPUN JoU Sem IT

Iogeyds ‘g pIeMoH % IdpJeyds ) BHSAII], A \z

ITuIygsey uo Snorias 193

-ysey pue nuiwe( 10] Aulouoine uo
waweduelle £661-21d ayl jo 1s0W Jo
UOTIRIOIS3I Jeyf} Pres [eldyjo 9y ], "uon
-oeId)Ul 93y pue sieploq uado PIm
JUAWIS[IAS ® 3q pnoys [easd ayl eyl
pue ‘S9pis Yloq Uo SUIUIYseY 10§ pa
-puedxa yonw aq 0) papaau SNI-§3s
ey} JUAUISIR]S 1BI[D B Papnoul os[e
1 ‘IOA3MOY] "SUI] [RUNUILIOD K0 SUoL3
-91 jo JuawruByeal e 10 deur ay) ug so
-Sueys 19pISUOCS JOU PNOM BIpU] 181}
SJEOARD IRI[[UIey 3y} Papndul asayy,
‘syey Juawraas apm3s 0} sardpund,
Jo sauos  ssaxd a1} Uy pajeoy [BYJO
uepu IOMUAS ® ‘ZIZY Iejneys ‘181
-STUIA 9wl S, ueIspjed aA19331 03 Sur
-redald pue Iuysey 0} JsIA 1SIY SIY
dn Sutpuim sem YRuls uRoWuRiA 131
-STUTIA] 9UWILIJ SE ‘G IOqUISAON UQ ,
-Aem aures ay) pajpuey aq e Jou
paau Aayp ey uondwmsse Ieald ayl
pm ‘eouspusdapur pue WN[UIIIOP
-U0d [RISDEJ-0pU] ‘Uonels[uIwpe
‘N1 se seniqissod yons pauonuaul
a1] smeys 1oyl ur afueys e Suuapis
-u09 0} apnja1d e se pasUeNTUIaP 3q
Ao 1oy parsadBns o “eIpul Aq oAy
I2U10 9yl pue (Sealy UISYMON 8yl
pue 1uysey pezy) ueisied Aq paiel
-SIUWIpe MOU widy) Jo oml ‘suordal
U3A3S S8 U33S 3 POYSs Inuysey eyl
.Aydnoy 10j pooj se, paysaddns jeire
-USNA 1USPISAL] ‘SZ 180100 UQ
:BuImof[o] 8Yi 18PIisuo)y
“$NOLI3S 9X8 KOV} MOYS Jey|) SoInysad
3[qISIA )M SPIOM I19Y] (oleW PINoys
POAJOAUT  SIUSUIUISAOD 31  ‘PIEMm
-10§ s8uryy asous of, ‘epuaie uelispeg
-eIpuj 9y} UO INSST [RUONOUWID JSOUWN
ay) jJo uopuygeper snpIloro-Juo] e
3o Suruuidaq au1 preray Aeux satared
PoUSI{qeISa puoAdq YOO[ 0] Uopel AU
srq, -s81awe 01 Suruurdaq axre punors
UOWIWIO3 JO SIq Ma] & ‘way} Suowe
saouaroyp Iofewr oaudsaq rwa
-ysey U0 S1USUISIE]S [BUOIIUIA
-ueoun JWos spewt ApUaNal
asey IeSeuus pue [qRQJ ‘Peq
-mEm_& ul SHYNDId JOINd

oy QEQ\

THE HINDU

06 DEC 2004



/6 tras torm CRPF

cam

Times News NETWORK

Srinagar: Five Central Re-
serve Police Force (CRPF)
jawans were Killed and two
injured when Al-Mansoori-
an militants stormed a
CRPF camp guarding the
telephone exchange at So-
pore in Baramulla district
on Friday morning.

This was the fifth attack on
a CRPF camp in Kashmir

kill 5 jawans

squad of the Al-Mansoorian
had stormed the camp and
inflicted “heavy losses”

the security personnel.

Two militants attacked
221 the camp around 6 am by
hurling grenades and open-
ing fire on a jawan who was
guarding the telephone ex-
change at Town Hall. The
police said the CRPF men re-
¥ turned the fire, and in the
ensuing encounter, five

Valley by militants this year CRPF jawans guarda  jawang were killed and two

after the force took over the
responsibility of protecting key estab-
lishments across the state. About 27
CRPF men have been killed in the attacks.

A spokesman of the outfit, which is a
shadow group of the Lashkar-e-Tioba,
told a local news agency that a special

camp in Srinagar

wounded. The injured sol-
diers have been hospitalised.

Reports said the militants had entered
the camp when about ten jawans were in-
side. Traffic in the vicinity has been sus-
pended and people in the nearby houses

04 DEC 2004

have been shifted to safer places. //
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CRPF jawan runs amok, kills

0‘7\\

- seven co

Times NEws NETWORK & PTI

Jammu: A drunk CRPF jawan ran
amok after a heated exchange with
i his superior, killing seven personnel
¢ and injuring two, before he was shot
i down at a CRPF post in Baramullia,
Jammu and Kashmir, late on Satur-
day night.

After the routine roll call at
i CRPF’s 152 battalion camp in Dee-
: wan Bagh, Baramulla, there was a
i heated exchange between company
i commander inspector Sadhu Ram
{ and constable Saman Deka.

; Constable Deka, according to
sources, was drunk and could not
take the verbal ‘humiliation’ at the

: hands of his superior. After half an

i hour, he barged into Sadhu Ram’s
: roomand shot him dead with hisrifle.
i He didn’t stop there, going on a

killing spree in another room, which
belonged to head constable K D Shar-
ma. The indiscriminate firing left
Sharma and constables Maria Pillai,
i Hardeep Singh, Kuldeep Singh and
i Tarakh Nath Dev dead. The next

CRPF jawans prepare coffins for
their departed colleagues
room was sub-inspector Chandra
Ram’s. As Deka entered his room
and opened fire, Chandra Ram retal-
iated. The exchange of fire left both

Deka and Chandra Ram dead.

CRPF spokesman A K Singh said
on Sunday that a court of inquiry
had been ordered into the incident.

This is not the first incident of its
kind in J&K. In several other in-
stances, soldiers from the army and

Ileagues in J&K

paramilitary forces have gone amok,
killing their colleagues and superi-
ors. Such shootouts generally stem
from frustration and stress. Home-
sickness and relentless participa-
tion in counter-insurgency opera-
tions, which invariably lead to alco-
holism, were also to be blamed for
such tragedies, said Singh.

CRPF director general J K Sinha
said Deka, who was recruited in 2003
and was in J&K on his first posting,
was not present during the roll call
and was reprimanded and given
three days of ‘fatigue duty’, akind of
punishment. CRPF additional direc-
tor general Shyam Mehra would in-
quire into the incident and submit
his report in three days, he said.

Union minister of state for home
Sriprakash Jaiswal told reporters in
Kanpur that the jawan had taken the
extreme step due to frustration or
tension. He added that the govern-
ment would try to address the caus-
es of frustration and tension among
security personnel working in diffi-
cult areas.

-~ moRnenn Leley



AN

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, Nov. 27. — Security
forces today shot dead four Lash-
kar-e-Taiyaba militants who were
allegedly planning to carry out fi-
dayeen (suicidal) attacks in Kash-
mir in an encounter. The militants
identified as Tajamul War and Ba-
shir Ahmad Hajam from Kulangam
in Handwara, Ali Mohammad
Kamran from Sialkot and Abdul
Rasheed Baloch from Multan in
Pakistan, were killed at Nishat.
Following a tip-off, a team com-
prising special operations group
(SOG) officers and the CRPF laid
an ambush at Fore Shore Road at
Nishat. When the militants were
l passing by, they were challenged

- Four fidayeen,,
& shot in Valley

and an encounter ensued in which
the four militants were killed.

A police spokesman said the mili-
tants were planning to carry out a
fidayeen attack on the Internation-
al Hotel at Sonawar where senior
government officers and other dig-
nitaries are staying.

The timely action of the security
forces had helped in averting a ma-
jor tragedy. Chief minister Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed praised the po-
lice action and said they had aver-
ted a major tragedy by eliminating
the group at Nishat today.

“I congratulate the state police for
averting a major tragedy. The fi-
dayeen were carrying maps with
them and were planning to carry
out attacks”, Mufti Sayeed said.




By & eshwar Mishra/TNN

New Delhi: Ego got the better of
the Hurriyat Conference leaders as
they defied their mentor and re-
fused to unite despite pressure put
by Pakistan premier Shaukat Aziz
to do so.

Pakistan is desperate to knock
the feuding Hurriyat factions intoa
unit for which a seat would have to
be arranged at the negotiation table
on the ground that they represent-
ed the aspiratiosn of Kashmiris. An
international recognition for its
auxilliary, Pakistan hopes, will also
help him to argue to an increasing-
ly sceptical world that the militan-
cy in J&K is an expression of an
“indigenous movement” or, for that
matter, a “freedom

Tlurrlyat factions S
< refuse to unite’,

istan’s chief objective at this junc-

ture is to distract international at-
tention from the support to terror
from across the LoC. With the difer-
ent terrorist coming under interna-
tional scanner post-9/11, their pa-
tron, the IS], is finding it ever diffi-
cult to persist with the myth of
“freedom struggle”. A united Hur-
riyat can be useful for creating the
impression anew that the the entire
Kashmir valley would like to be
part of Pakistan, observers feel.

The plan, however, refuses to get
off the ground because of the con-
flict among the separatist leaders
who make up for Hurriyat.

For a while, the Pak authorities
tried to project hardliner Syed Ali
Shah Geelani (who professed merg-
er of J&K with

struggle”. Observers feel that Pakistan) as the

The expectation, i ’ H P main leader of the
however, suffered a Paklsta_n S chief Ob_lectwe Hurriyat. But a
rude jolt with dif- at this juncture is to majority of Hur-
o, engasea w  distract international [V FEONE P
b}ilt_ter one-upman- attention from the ?1 Geela.r;i (\im}s, in
ship, paylng no act, ousted from
heed to the persua- support to terror from the conglomerate.
tion even while across the LoC The heightened

they swore by the
need for unity.

“Unity hogi. Ek din vo bhi ho
jayegi (Unity will happen. A day
will come when we will unite),” re
marked JKDFP leader Shabir Shah
soon after the dinner at the Pak-
istan high commissioner’s resi-
dence late Tuesday night. JKLF’s
Yasin Malik said, “Unity could hap-
pen in the future”, insisting that
what was more important was the
“inclusion of representatives of the
Kashmiris in the dialogue between
India and Pakistan”. Malik even
threatened: “If India and Pakistan
do not listen to us, then we will
launch a non-violent agitation on
both sides of Kashmir.”

Observers feel that that Pak-

international sen-
sitivity to fundamentalist militants
was forced Pakistan curtail its pa-
tronage of Geelani and turn to the
moderate moderate elements in the
conglomerate.

The new preferences were guite
evident at the Pakistan House din-
ner on Tuesday night when the Pak
authorities paid more attention to
the moderate young Hurriyat
leader, Mirwaiz Umar Farooq,
much to the dislike of hardliner
Geelani. According to sources, the
Pak authorities turned down Gee-
lani’s request for an exclusive meet-
ing with the Pak premier.

His plea that only he had the ex-
perience and age to lead the con-
glomerate was also ignored by Aziz.
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“Permanent troop reduction

B

a9 JK DUTT lays down pornters to help Kashmiris utilise the Prime Mlnlster S proclaimed

INISTER Manmohan
tive to reduce the Indian

Army’s force levels in Jammu and

Kashmir is more of a public relations
exercise than a meaningful step towards con-
taining the principle scourge plaguing that
hapless state namely, Pakistan-sponsored
cross border terrorism. Truth be told, this
point was conclusively proved when a pair of
terrorists were liquidated by our security
forces close to the venue of the Prime
Minister’s public address at Srinagar during
his recent visit there.

No matter how attractive the economic
packages grandiosely announced by succes-
sive Prime Ministers, such an offer is of little
use so long as the citizens of the state are
precluded from reaping the benefits accruing
out of the largesse bestowed on them. They
have little option but to remain subdued by
the terrorists on the one side and the securi-
ty forces on the other. The bare truism is,
security forces are deployed permanently in
J&K solely because of the terrorism factor, a
factor that has prevailed with impunity over
the past 17 years ever since we surrendered

the initintive to Peiiin and vy rosponded
o terronisi by tire-lightng. bepletiag secu-
rity forees will hardly aid i pushing vur

debased cliché, “winning the hearts and
minds” of the Kashmiris ~ not to mention
other parts of the human anatomy!

Another fallacy that does the rounds year
in and year out is our self-delusion that infil-
tration goes down during the winter months.
We take fiendish delight in announcing that
infiltration figures have reduced in this sea-
son even if it reduces from 100 to 99! We do
not seem to realise that on the contrary, the
infiltrators make full use of winter to stock
up their arsenals in various bases and strong
points in our part of J&K so that when the
campaigning activities start from spring
onwards, they are totally geared up for oper-
ations against us, Our pathetic Intelligence
apparatus is an asset to the terrorists’ game
plan. Kargil and Hill Kaka for instance,
clearly demonstrated this.

To top it all, boih New Delhi as well as
Islamabad are aware that it is infinitely more
profitable for them to keep the Kashmir
problem alive than solve it a la Niccolo
Machiavelli’s infamous axiom. Hence all this
talk of extending a hand of friendship et al is
in effect high-grade theatricals devoid of any
sincerity of purpose. These one-act plays
periodically staged by both countries manage
to convince their respective naive people
that the political leaders are simply dying to
resolve Kashmir, the only snag being obdu-
racy and intransigence by “the other side.”
Such tamasha has been going on since 1947,
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Indian Army soldiers prepare for their departure as part of the witrdiawal. — AFP

Be that as it may, if we assume that
Manmohan Singh is serious about tackling
terrorism in J&K, what methodology should
be adopted by us in order to achieve this
objective? Pleading with Islamabad to faith-
fully stand by President Pervez Musharraf’s
January 2004 declaration is not going to cut
any ice. We must overcome our lotus-eating
belief that by playing the January 2004
record incessantly, Musharraf will do us a
tavourable turn,

A paradigm of this lotus eating is our atti-
tude to similar terrorist strikes launched on
our soil in North-east India by Bangladesh-
based insurgent groups. When the number
and intensity of strikes rises to a high politi-
cal decibel, we superciliously apprise Dhaka
of the location of the insurgent camps func-
tioning from Bangladesh. On its part, Dhaka
promptly denies our charge and the matter
ends there. One of the most offensive acts in
this context was the Pyrdiwah-Boraibari out-
rage of a few years ago when 18 of our
Border Security Force jawans were
butchered by terrorists operating from
Bangladesh and their dead bodies were slung
on bamboo poles — as is done with animals’
carcasses ~ and contemptuously flung across
the international border into India. And
New Dethi’s reaction was casting reproach-
ful looks towards Dhaka. Period.

To revert to J&K, it has been amusing to
see that we have finally taken a leaf, albeit a
woefully modified one, out of Northern

Command’s comprehensive plan for thwaii-
ing terrorist infiltration. This plan was sub-
mitted to the government some 20 years ago
but elicited no action from the powers that
be for reasons best known to them. All that
has happened is we have set up an electrified
fence along the Line of Control in J&K.
Such a fence is an eyewash because it is
child’s play to cut it, electrification and all. A
couple of cases have already come to light
where modern de-electrification-cum-neut-
ralising equipment has been seized from ma-
rauding infiltrators. In fact, electric fencing
as a concept by itself has become outdated.

There is one particular age-old item how-
ever, that has stood the test of time as the
most effective contextual ingress-blocking
agent namely, the landmine. A high-density
minefield laid in conjunction with barbed
wire entanglement and seeded with impro-
vised explosive devices, trip grenades, booby
traps, touch flares and the like adequately
covered by registered artillery and mortar
tasks supplemented with machine gun
sweeps makes a virtually impenetrable obsta-
cle belt against infiltrators. High technology
surveillance systems to include terrestrial,
electronic and human agencies should be
incorporated in this obstacle belt.

Thus a Berlin Wall type defensive line
should be established over a depth of three
to four kilometres along our side of the LoC
from Point NJ 9842 westwards to Poonch
and then south to Kathua. The villages with-

THE STATESMAN

W economlc grant wuthout any fear of cross-border terrorism

in this belt have to be relocated away from
this area so that the concerned villagers can
lead a normal life instead of being constant-
ly targeted by Pakistani gunfire.

This apart, strong village defence units
must be organised by inducting ex-service-
men from all over India. These units must be
equipped with Kalashnikov weapon systems,
replacing what they currently hold namely,
obsolete bolt action rifles and - hold your
breath — lathis!

Reportedly, these half-baked units were
activated after the Chhattisingpura massacre
of March 2000 by the state government. Vil-
lage defence units have to set up tactical no-
dal points in J&K and carry out aggressive
hunter-killer patrolling from these nodal
points in accordance with a well-crafted
schedule.

Another imperative action by us is to
remodel the physical communication layout
in J&K. National Highway 1A connecting
Pathankot with Leh being the main artery
between India and J&K passes within “uri-
nating distance” of the LoC and is extremely
vulnerable to interference from Pakistani .
pickets.

There is o gainsaying this disadvantage.
The same goes for the railway line to Jammu.
A fresh road and rail network through
Himachal Pradesh has to be created which
should become the major connector with the
existing one being relegated to secondary
position. The new network to and from J&K
will be immune to disruption by Pakistani
elements even in the event of a regular war.

If our Prime Minister genuinely wants to
help the Kashmiris in utilising his proclaimed
economic grant without any fear of terrorism
then the modus operandi suggested above
should be followed. This was what Northern
Command had suggested. Once this is put
into effect, a large quantum of our security
forces, especially the Army, can be pulled
out from J&K for good. It behoves our gov-
ernment to conscientiously translate the
Prime Minister’s objective on the ground.

Tailpiece. Ideally of course, we should play
the same game with Pakistan as they do with
us. For every terrorist strike on our soil we
should destroy two PoK based terrorist
camps with precision-guided munitions
while maintaining our efforts at peace nego-
tiations with a smile! However, this will war-
rant altering our national psyche from the
ongoing Gandhian philosophy of absorbing
punishment to Subhas Bose’s “blood for
blood” theme. Do we have it in us?

(The author is a retired Lieutenant Colonel of
the Indian Army.)
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Aziztoread
political pulse

PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Nov. 22: On the
eve of Pakistan Prime Minis-
ter Shaukat Aziz’s visit, South
Block appears to have come
out with a new coinage — “fle-
xibility with realism” — to re-
solve outstanding issues betw-
een the two countries and ca-
rry forward the peace process.

Aziz, who arrives tomor-
row afternoon in what will be
his first visit to India as Prime
Minister, is coming here as the
outgoing chairperson of
Saarc. But Pakistani officials
claimed he would also look at

Aziz in Colombo on
Monday. (Reuters)

ways to normalise relations
between the neighbours.
Indications suggest Delhi
will be upfront about a discus-
sion on Kashmir which will re-
flect “‘the reality and the grou-
nd situation”. Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh had recent-
ly made it clear in Srinagar th-
at there will be no redrawing
of India’s boundary, nor would
Delhi support any proposal for
another partition in the sub-
continent on religious lines.
He had also hinted that
Delhi was willing to consider
political and economic auton-
omy for Kashmiris while sup-

porting any move for a “soft
border” between the two Kash-
mirs. His remarks were seen
as the UPA government’s for-
mal response to some propos-
als of Pakistan President Per-
vez Musharraf last month to
resolve the Kashmir dispute.

Musharraf had suggested
that Jammu and Kashmir (in-
cluding the part in Pakistan’s
possession) be carved into
seven regions and demili-
tarised as a prelude to letting
them choose their rulers.

Singh’s remarks have not
gone down well with Mushar-
raf who has made public his
disappointment. But Indian
officials said the onus was now
on Pakistan to show whether
it was willing to continue with
the peace process.

Apart from holding talks
with his Indian counterpart,
Aziz will meet most top mem-
bers of the Indian leadership
during his two-day stay. Meet-
ings are lined up with UPA ch-
airperson Sonia Gandhi and
President A.PJ. Abdul Kalam.
Foreign minister K. Natwar
Singh and petroleum minister
Mani Shankar Aiyar will meet
him tomorrow. Aziz will also
hold talks with former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
and leader of the Opposition
L.K. Advani on Thursday.

That Aziz would meet Op-
position leaders shows that
Pakistan is trying to assess
whether there is consensus in
India on continuing with the
peace process.

Pakistani officials said
they were not “too worried”
about Singh’s statements in
Srinagar. “It will be stressed
by Prime Minister Aziz during
his talks with Indian leaders
to ensure that the two sides do
not do anything that will neg-
ate the achievements of the
past year,” an official said.

\/(/.
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Hurriyat steps up unity drive

MUKHTARAHMAD

Srinagar, Nov. 22: Unity
mgves within the All Parties
Hurriyat Conference appear
to have gathered pace on the
eve of the Pakistan Prime
Minister’s visit to India.

“We have been invited
to meet Pakistan Prime
Minister Shaukat Aziz as
members of the erstwhile
Hurriyat executive commit-
tee,” said Abdul Gani Bhat,
the former chairperson and

chief spokesperson of the
Mirwaiz Omar Faroog-led
group of the separatist
conglomerate,

“All the seven erstwhile
executive committee mem-
bers and (Democratic Free-
dom Party chairman) Shabir
Ahmad Shah will meet
Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz
in Delhi,” Bhat said.

Much significance is bei-
ng attached locally to the in-
vitation by Aziz. “The Pak-
istan Prime Minister has in-

vited us for an exchange of
ideas on the possible solution
to the Kashmir problem. If
India follows suit, we will
consider it fairly seriously,”
Bhat said.

The separatist leaders
invited to meet the Pakistan
Prime Minister include
Bhat, Omar Farooq, Shah,
hardline separatist leader
Syed Ali Shah Geelani, Moul-
vi Abbas Ansari, Bilal Gani
Lone and Mohammad Yasin
Malik.

“This is a clear indication
that the ongoing unity moves
within the Hurriyat, which
had faced a vertical split last
year, have the blessings of the
Pakistan government,” said
a political analyst here.

Omar Faroog had recent-
ly secretly met Geelani,
throwing up rumours that
the two groups were in the
process of working out an
agreement on unity.

Last year, Geelani had
taken exception to the ac-

ceptance of the Centre’s
talks offer and formed
his own group of the Hurriy-
at. He had accused the
People’s Conference — a
moderate constituent of
the conglomerate founded
by slain Kashmiri separatist
leader Abdul Gani Lone
— of “fielding proxy candi-
dates during the 2002 Assem-
bly elections” and had de-
manded that the organisa-
tion be expelled from the
Hurriyat.

table

Pak praise
for troops
pullout

Colombo, Nov. 22 (Reuters):
The reduction of troops by
India in Kashmir had helped
reduce tension, Pakistan’s
Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz
said today, but added he did
not expect this to lead to a
breakthrough in talks with In-
dian leaders this week,

In Colombo ahead of his
first official visit to India,
Aziz said in an interview that
he was encouraged by
progress in talks over the
Kashmir issue, but said any
permanent solution was likely
some way off.

“I think the fact that India
has started to reduce its troops
is welcome. This is from one
particular area and we hope
that this process will continue,
particularly in the urban are-
as, where there’s alarge conce-
ntration of troops,” Aziz said.

Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf has said his coun-
try might be willing to drop its
plebiscite demand and last
month made new proposals,
saying Kashmir could be de-
militarised and placed under
UN control, put under joint
contro} or even given indepen-
dence. But Musharraf says In-
dia must also show flexibility,

Aziz said he did not expect
a breakthrough in talks with
his Indian counterpart Man-
mohan Singh.

“Pakistan’s stand is very
consistent. We don't change
our stand every time we take a
trip to a country,” Aziz said.
“This is part of a process. I
don't think we are looking at
one trip to change everything,
but I think it’s a step-by-step
process.”

“We have to move our dis-
cussions from strictly the tac-
ticallevel to the strategic level,
and that’s how we can look
at solutions, which will find
a sustainable end result,”
hesaid.
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“Drop patronising attitude,

eeved
P

Lahore, November 20

IT WAS Pervez Musharraf
playing the op-ed page ana-
lyst to perfection. Address-
ing the inaugural session of
the 4th South Asian Free Me-
dia Conference, the general
explained why he had un-
leashed the “Musharraf
Plan” during an iftar party
on October 25 to the in-
credulity of the Indian side.
“1.4id it very deliberately. 1
don’t do things without
thinking,” he said.

The Pakistani President
mentioned two reasons for
his “suggestion”. One, he
had asked dozens of people
— Indians, Pakistanis and
Kashmiris — for an amica-
ble solution to the Kashmir
problem. “I’ve not got an an-
swer from a single person.
Which is why I thought to myself, let
me get the ball moving.”

Reason No. 2: “Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh and I signed a joint state-
ment agreeing to discuss options in a
purposeful manner. Suppose we reach
some kind of option and the people or
the Assemblies shoot down this op-
tion? I think it was essential to throw
the debate open so that we know what
the people want us to do.” In a pastel

2 1 NOV ?UDI TPEH: AR

HU-1

An army convoy leaves Rajouri district on Saturday.

jacket and a yellow tie, the general can
be passed off as the champion of
democracy.

“It's a misconception that I've offered
a solution. All I have done is identified
geographic, ethnic and religious re-
gions. These haven’'t been cooked up.
They are there,” Musharraf said,
adding rather cryptically: “What have I
said? I haven’t said anything. But I have
said a lot. T have shown a direction.”

”Mli

T‘%FY .

Pervez tells Delhi

) b“f\
J&K PULLOUT TACTICAL,
NOT STRATEGIC MOVE’

At a 1unch%’1th

Indian journalists later, the
general reiterated his disap-
pointment over Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh's ut-
terings in Srinagar recently.
“If 1 say Jammu and Kash-
mir is an integral part of
Pakistan, how does it sound?
Is India ready to leave its
stated position behind and
move ahead? India says that
it is willing to listen. What
does this mean? Will we do
the talking while they lis-
ten? This patronising atti-
tude — please cut it out!”
Was he irritated and get-
ting impatient with India?
“Well, I am not clear what In-
dia’s position on Kashmir is.
want a very sincere and frank
answer. No more jugglery
with words. We are willing to
meet midway. I'm willing to
move despite  extremist
views. Is India willing to do that? I won't
move an inch forward if they don't.”
Responding to India’s troops cut, the
President remarked, “We're happw
thankful that you have reduced forces.
We welcome it, Thank you very much.
What else do you want me to say?” But
he went on to add that the move.
though welcome, was a “tactical move,

not a strategic one”. %

® See also Page 3
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+Troop, thin-out

Damage control, n%ny messages for | & K

olitical, diplomatic and strategic is the significance of the

Prime Minister’s announcement of a reduction in force-le-
vels in Jammu and Kashmir. Normally a thin-out would have
tactical implications too, happily not this time around. His-
tory will confirm that no commander dictates the course of a
campaign as powerfully as General Winter and with the
snows beginning to block the passes, and the cold always cau-
sing a slow-down in militant activity, fewer troops would not
mean a dilution of the security effort. Not in the immediate
future. Weather apart, the fencing along the LoC and the de-
ployment of unattended ground sensors have curbed infiltra-
tion to an appreciable extent. And the year-long cease-fire
has reduced tensions. So no major risk will be run by troops
thinning down. Even the “hawks” will accept that.

As a curtain-raiser for his visit to the Valley, Dr Manmohan
n Singh could have come up with nothing better. It has served

—

to sweep away the mess created by intemperate statements
and puerile conduct of the Home Minister on what was a
pathtinder mission. Regardless of the low esteem in which
North Block holds the Hurriyat, the fact that Mehbooba and
Mufti, as well as Omar and Farooq have advocated the Cen-
tre engaging that outfit would establish that it does have a
certain role to play. Reducing troops was a Hurriyat demand:
the Prime Minister has not formally accepted it, but in vol-
unteering the move he partially de-fanged that conglomerate,
and also sent out an international message. Most of ail he has
retrieved a situation created by a petulant Shivraj Patil. Not
for the first time — his offer to review the Armed Forces Spe-
cial Powers Act helped cool things down in Manipur. Which
raises the query — why did the PMO back off from taking
over management of Kashmir affairs from the MHA. The
timing the the announcement also sends out a quiet signal to
the army. A thin-out might assuage passions ignited by the
involvement of an officer of the rank of Major — no lowly
jawan or NCO to be sure — in a truly reprehensible rape. It
is a quiet rap on the knuckles for the top brass, for had they
cracked the whip hard enough after the Manipur incident a
repetition may have been averted. Surely the time has come
for Army Headquarters to re-create conditions in which
wearing the uniform is a matter of honour. /
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‘Hurriyat cool
to PM talks

ALOKE TIKKU >

New Delhi, Nov. 14: Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
laid the ground for his Jammu
and Kashmir visit with the de-
cision to cut down on troops,
but he may have to return
without meeting the Hurriyat
Conference leadership.

Efforts to arrange an ice-
breaking courtesy call by the
Hurriyat have come to nought,
with separatist leaders in the
Valley sending clear signals to
the government that the peace
road to Delhi is through Islam-
abad.

Sources said the Hurriyat
has not given any indication of
a comedown from its declared
stand that talks with the Unit-
ed Progressive Alliance gov-
ernment would start only
after itsleaders visit Pakistan.

The Hurriyat had made a
similar demand before the
first round of talks with L.K.
Advani, when he was deputy
Prime Minister, but later
agreed to put it off.

Officials associated with
the Hurriyat-Advani talks say
the NDA government intend-
ed to clear the trip to Pakistan
after the third round of talks
scheduled in June this year
that was expected to see the
two- sides graduate to dis-
cussing “substantial issues”.

It was argued that the Hur-
riyat, which was in contact
with Pakistan and the ISI,
could not harm Indian inter-
ests any more than it had al-
ready done.

However, there is a crucial
difference in the Hurriyat’s
stand now.

While the proposed Pak-
istan visit during the NDA
regime was part of the dia-

%N(\ 5%\ S\n

logue process, this time it has
practically made Pakistani
leaders party to the talks.

This had prompted home
minister Shivraj Patil to
delink the talks from the Pak-
istan trip. He had declared in
Srinagar that the government
might not have a problem with
the visit if an application was
sent following proper proce-
dure.

Officials say a view is
emerging in the security es-
tablishment that once the gov-
ernment has declared that the
door is open for anyone to hold
a dialogue, it should not focus
too much on persuading the
Hurriyat to restart talks.
There is a message in the Hur-
riyat flying down to Delhi to
meet Pakistanileaders even as
they refuse to meet the Indian
Prime Minister, an official
said.

National security adviser
J.N. Dixit had criticised the |
separatist leaders’ “high- .
horse spirit” when acting Hur-
riyat chief Mirwaiz Umer Fa-
roog came to the capital to
meet the Pakistan high com-
missioner, but not the home
minister.

With the leaders of the
Hurriyat and other outfits set
toland here for a joint meeting
with Pakistan Prime Minister
Shaukat Aziz, officials said it
could set the tone for another
attempt at unifying the sepa-
ratists.

Shabir Shah, the chief of
the Jammu and Kashmir De-
mocratic Party, had told re-
porters in Jammu recently
that the state leadership must
adopt a united stand to convert
consensus into public opinion
and find a peaceful solution to
the Kashmir conflict.

1§ N0V 2004
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Delhito sidestep Pervez's J&K plan

Pt

Saurabh Shukla
New Delhi, November 14

NEW DELHI, bracing up for a visit by
Pakistani Premier Shaukat Aziz next
week, will tread cautiously on General
Musharraf’s latest formulation on Kash-
mir, which Islamabad is hard-selling.

“Our Prime Minister is going to In-
dia where it (Musharraf’s plan) will be
discussed,” Pakistan foreign minister
Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri said today.
Earlier, Indian external affairs minis-
ter K. Natwar Singh had said India
would look at the formulation if Pak-
istan proposes it officially.

Musharraf has suggested that India
and Pakistan divide Kashmir into seven
regions and demilitarise some of there-
gions on both sides of the LoC, granting
them independent status or joint con-
trol or putting them under UN mandate.

South Block sources believe the pro-
posal, in its current form, has inherent

15 NOV 2004

\
defects. First, India will not accept any
suggestion of division of the state, as
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh had
made clear to Musharraf when they
met in New York. Today, Singh said:
“There is no scope for third party in-
tervention on Jammu and Kashmir.”

Second, the feeling here is that while
Islamabad has suggested formulations
like this and has been pressing for de-
militarisation in Kashmir, it does not
talk about the end of violence in J&K
which is the biggest impediment to the
resolution of the dispute.

So, while Islamabad focuses on the
political component of the J&K issue,
New Delhi believes that other links —
such as cultural and economic rela-
tions — should also be promoted. So
when Aziz raises the issue with Singh,
New Delhi is expected to politely keep
the proposal for consideration, even as
it seeks Islamabad’s response to most of
the 72 CBM proposals that it had given.

THE HIDUSTAN T'VES

Siachen deal buzz

INDIA AND Pakistan are
likely to reach an agree-
ment on troops withdraw-
al from the Siachen gla-
cier, Pakistani daily The
Nation has reported. Since
the defence secretary-level
talks in August, both sides
are using secret diplomat-
ic channels to reach an ac-
cord on a troops cut on the
world’s highest battlefield.

PTI, New Delhi

—
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| Trlpped in thg valley

Pat|I strong point: Hurriyat is worse

h ra] Patil went to Jammu and Kashmir with two agendas.
First, the official one, to restart the dialogue with Kashmir
groups. Second, the unofficial one, to revivify public assess-
ment of his performance as home minister. Patil should thank
Hurriyat for clouding the second issue. Its peculiar attitude to
talks took attention away from the fact that in Kashmir, as in
Manipur and as with the Naxalite problem, the minister came
across as not confident enough and not imaginative enough.
In Kashmir, the minister held the usual meetings with the
usual suspects but other government notables have been
there and done all that. The momentum that seemed to have
been generated by the LK Advani-Hurriyat talks is now, more
or less, dissipated, in part because Patil, like so many other
Congress ministers, decided that pragmatism was not part of
politics and refused to carry forward even sensible policies of
the previous government. An awful lot of confusion was crea-
ted about the new attitude to Hurriyat. A lot of time was
wasted; Patil visited Kashmir almost six months after taking
charge. The domestic component of talks are, as a result, go-
+ ing nowhere. What is needed is a politically powerful and ad-
ministratively astute appointee. Patil’s best friends won’t
necessarily attribute these qualities to him. Sonia Gandhi’s
reasons for preferring a political lightweight for the job are
well known. But she should understand a new home minister,
even if a little discomfiting, looks like being better. There’s a
cabinet reshuffle coming up.

Any new minister will have to bring Hurriyat down to grou-
nd, a priority. This group is suffering from a terrible case of
delusional complexes. The delusion is that Hurriyat is the sole
representative of Kashmiri popular will. Delusion that it de-
serves a seat at the table of India-Pakistan talks. Delusion
that everyone will forget Hurriyat's ambivalence towards vio-
lence. The last is the first Hurriyat vice that needs tackling. In
the run up to the Advani-Hurriyat talks, the organisation had
made appropriate noises about the value of peaceful negotia-
tions. Since then, hardliners and moderates among them have
had a few spats and the former seems to have the upper hand.
Hardliners have insisted on laying down pre-conditions for
government to begin talks. It should be the other way round.
The government must ask Hurriyat clearly and firmly wheth-
er it abjures violence. Is Patil the man to ask that question?

/
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PTi
A student demonstrqres on
the Kashmir University

campus in Srinagar on %\{\_
Tuesday. AN
L U

Mehbooba's
convoy faces
public ire, . .

Agencies
Srinagar, November 9

AN IRATE mob, protesting
against the rape of a woman
and her daughter allegedly
by an army officer, today
lted stones at PDP presi-
Ndent Mehbooba Mufti’s mo-
torcade in Handwara town,
about 100 km from here, in-
juring two people.

Mehbooba escaped unhL}rt
In the attack, biit one of ihe
vehicles of her motorcade
was badly damaged, officia]
sources said. The PDP chief
had to beat a hasty retreat
from Badrapaie village,
where she had gone to con-
sole the victims, in the face of
the residents’ ire.

Trouble started as Me-
hbooba made several promis-
es to the family of the vic-
tims for their rehabilitation
and residents questiohed
Chief Minister Mufti Mo-
hammad Sayeed’s remgrks
on the incident, /

y 2008
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Hurriyat can visit Pak:

\/&/

No conditions set for dialogue

Rashid Ahmad (. ,{7
Srinagar, November 6 PAN

THE CENTRE is not averse to Hur-
riyvat leaders visiting Pakistan,
Home Minister Shivraj Patil has
said. “There is no restriction on
anyone coming or going. If they
(Hurriyat leaders) want to hold
consultation there in a proper
method, we will consider it”, Patil
told reporters here on the first day
of his 3-day visit.

“You know it well that some re-
porters from Pakistan recently
came here. Bus service has also
been started, and people do come
and go. There should be no prob-
lem,” he said. Mirwaiz Ummer Fa-
rooq, head of the of All Parties
Hurriyat Conference’s pro-dia-
logue faction had on Friday said
that Hurriyat leaders would not
hold further talks with the Centre
unless they were allowed to visit
Pakistan to hold consultations with
the Pakistani government and
Kashmiri leaders based there.

Patil said that the Central gov-
ernment had not put any condi-
tions on dialogue, but if they (Hur-
riyat leaders) put any condition, it
was for them to think. The Centre
was ready to talk to all groups and
persons concerned. Asked if any
formal invitation for talks was be-
ing extended to separatists, he said,
“Dialogue does not begin with invi-
tation. For any kind of dialogue,

7 NOV 2004

you have to talk first. “If we get
some indication from any group,
we will definitely invite them”, he
said. “We respect Hurriyat leaders.
They have held talks earlier. We are
ready for further dialogue”.

He refused to comment on Pak-
istan president General Pervez
Musharraf’s recent proposal on
Kashmir. Patil arrived here in the
morning accompanied by Union
Urban Development and Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister Ghulam
Nabbi Azad, MoS for Home S.
Jaiswal and Raghupati Sahay.

PM to make ‘big announcement’

“I have come here to meet people and
understand their problems”, he said.
He assured that the Centre would do
every bit to address the problems of
the people here. He however left it to
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh,
who is visiting the state on Novem-
ber 17-18, to make a “big” announce-
ment. “What we can do and what we
are doing will be announced by the
Prime Minister when he visits the
state”, he said adding “that would be
a big announcement”.

The Home minister earlier held
meetings with Governor S.K. Sinha,
Mufti Mohammed Sayeed, leaders of
the Congress, PDP and National
Conference. PDP ministers and
Mufti Sayed were, however, conspic-
uous by their absence at the press
conference.

HT PHOTO
Union Home Minister Shivraj Patil at a press conference in
Srinagar on Saturday.
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Abdullahs duc

Jammer fail
bomb goes off

\0
J

few feet away

MUKHTAR AHMAD AND%
AGENCIES

Srinagar, Oct. 24: Faroogq Ab-
dullah and his son Omar had a
narrow escape today when an
improvised explosive device
was triggered just paces from
them, leaving a cloud hanging
over the efficacy of the high
frequency jammer — an inte-
gral part of every Z-plus secu-
rity retinue — that should
have disabled it.

Before the smoke had clea-
red after the explosion, mili-
tants strafed the convoy with
automatic gunfire near a gra-
veyard at Sarnal in Anantnag,
65 km from here in south Ka-
shmir.

“I saw a plume of dust and
debris going up. The comman-
dos escorting the NC leaders
took position behind bulletpr-
oof cars and fired in the air,”
said Mohammad Nissar, a Na-
tional Conference leader trav-
elling in the convoy.

Seven passersby were in-
jured, three of whom have be-
en referred to Srinagar for tr-
eatment.

The Abdullahs were unhu-
rt though the IED went off a
few feet from them as they dis-
embarked to enter the grave-
yard around 11.45 am with oth-
er senior leaders of the Nati-
onal Conference to attend the
Fateha Khawani — memorial
prayer — for slain former min-
ister Safdar Ali Baig. Baig was
gunned down on Thursday.

The brunt of the blast was
borne by the muiti-crore anti-
sabotage vehicle carrying the
hi-tech jammer at the head of
the convoy.

“I had just stepped out of
my car. The earth shook under
our feet. It was a deadly explo-
sion and the worst thing is that
the high frequency mobile ja-
mmer was destroyed in the bl-
ast. [ have doubts about its effi-
ciency to jam radio signals be-

G oY

cause the IED, as it looks, was
triggered by a remote-contr-
olled device,” National Confer-
ence president Omar Abdul-
lah said after returning to
Srinagar.

Asked if the jammer of the
Abdullahs’ convoy had failed,
a senior police official said “it
seems so and of late, militants
have been using IEDs of high-
er decibel frequency level to
avoid detection”.

This is a sign that militants
have possibly upgraded their
equipment — bringing in hig-
her frequency detonators — to
fox the security forces.

The use of such a detona-
tor was first seen at Qazigund
in May this year, when over 30
BSF personnel and their fami-
ly members were Killed in a
blast triggered by an IED that
ajammer could not disable.

On his return, Omar alle-
ged that the local administra-
tion had not made adequate se-
curity arrangements.

“No senior police officer
was present at Sarnal. Even
the district police chief, Ashiq
Hussain Bukhari, was myste-
riously absent as were other
district officers. That is surpr-
ising. I doubt they had carried
out anti-sabotage checks,” he
said.

Omar accused chief minis-
ter Mufti Mohammad Sayeed
of the rival People’s Democra-
tic Party of trying “to elimi-
nate the NC top leadership po-
litically and physically”.

“The government is playi-
ng with our lives. New Delhi
must open its eyes to the situa-
tion here,” he said, demanding
aprobe by asenior central offi-
cial. State police chief Gopal
Sharma said they have order-
ed an inquiry, to be headed by
the additional director-gener-
al of the CID, to find out any
possible lapse in sanitisation
of the area and why the jamm-
er could not obstruct the IED.

Omar Abdullah at a news conference in Srinagar after the attack in Anantnag. (PTI)
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'PM plans Kashmir bonanza

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Jammu, Oct. 24: Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh is ex-
pected to announce a Rs 3,000-
crore package for Jammu and
Kashmir when he visits the
state next month.

He would announce the
package at a rally in Srinagar,
a source told The Telegraph.

Chief minister Mufti Moh-
ammad Sayeed, who was rece-
ntly in Delhi to chalk out
the final programme of the
Prime Minister’s visit that has
been postponed thrice since
August, had pressed hard for
an economic package for the
state.

The package, the sources
said, would encompass the fa-
miliar themes of developm-
ent, reconstruction and ope-
ning of new employment op-
portunities for the youth, wh-
ose accumulated frustration is
one of the biggest areas of co-
ncern in the state.

Most of the unemployed
youth in the past had taken up
guns and sustained militancy
that is still eating away the so-
cial and economic vitals of
Jammu and Kashmir.

Observers are keenly wat-
ching what a Congress Prime
Minister would offer to the st-
ate where his party is a partn-
er in the ruling coalition.

In the winter of 1986, the
state,ruled by the National
Conference-Congress alliance,
was showered with sops by
then Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi.

It is almost a practice with
Prime Ministers visiting
Jammu and Kashmir to an-
nounce packages to publicly
demonstrate and underline
the Union government’s con-
cern for the economic well-
being of the state convulsed by
terrorist violence for the past
15 years.

The economic measures
are also seen as part of the go-
vernment’s plans to draw poli-
tical mileage.

Former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee had an-
nounced two sets of packages
during his visits to the state.
But the packages have been
implemented more in breach,
thus breeding scepticism and
frustration among the people.

One of the highlights of
Vajpayee’s package was over
100,000 jobs for the unemplo-
yed youth in the state.

“These have remained far
from being realised,” said a se-
nior official who feels that an-
nouncements of packages on-
ly make official files heavier
and burdensome without

any concrete resyts on the
ground.
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SRINAGAR, Oct. 9. — Five persons, in-
cluding three militants belonging to the
Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Mohammad
outfit, were killed, while a militant was
arrested and a hideout busted in Jam-
mu and Kashmir since last night, a po-
lice spokesman said here today.

Two JeM militants were killed in a
gunfight with the security forces during
search operations at Rangwar in Chow
kibal area of Kupwara district las
night, he said.

The third JeM militant, Fayaz Ahmad
Malik, a resident of Hampathri-Kul-
gam, was killed in an encounter at Kel-
lar forest area in Pulwama district last
night.

The spokesman said that militants shot

dead one Gul Mohammad Lone inside his
house at Hanjan village of Kulgam, in
Anantnag district, late last night. Police
recovered the body of one Mohammad
Abdullah Chara from his village at Kach-
pathri-Goniwan in Kangan area on the
outskirts of Srinagar this morning, the
spokesman said, adding that police is in-
vestigating the incident.

Security forces apprehended a Harkat-
ul-Mujahideen militant, Gulzar Ahmad
Mir, from Kanzgund in Anantnag and
recovered an improvised explosive de-
vice, two detonators, two hand gre-
nades, a self-loaded rifle with ten
rounds and 25 AK rounds, the spokes-
man said. '

He said security forces smashed a mil-
itant hideout at Sheikhnar in Sogam
area of Kupwara district which led to
the recovery of two AK rifles, six maga-
zines, a rocket with two boosters and six
grenades.

Meanwhile, a security force jawan was
_—

- Five gun

ned down in J&K -~

"

A peace rally in Srinagar on Saturday. — PTI

killed and 30 others injured when a
bomb exploded in a car on the Srinagar-
Baramullah National Highway today.
Out of those injured 15 were army men,
a police spokesman said.

Earlier, defence sources had said that
two persons, including an army jawan,
had been killed and 12 others injured in
a suicide car bombing by militants.

The spokesman said that the explo-
sive-laden car was parked on the road-
side. It was detonated when a civilian
bus, hired by the army to ferry troops,
was crossing the Highway.

While a security jawan was killed, 15
army personnel, including three officers,
were injured. An equal number of pedes-
trians were injured in the explosion.

Three vehicles were also damaged.
Pakistan-backed Jaish-e-Mohammed
militant outfit has claimed responsibili-
ty for the blast.

Malik & associates detained

Police today detained chairman of Jam-
mu and Kashmir Liberation Front, Mo-
hammad Yaseen Malik and three of his
close associates, sparking protests from
JKLF supporters in Maisuma area here,
official sources said.

Malik was taken into preventive custo-
dy at Maulana Azad Road in the heart of
the city, when he was returning to JKLF
headquarters at Maisuma after attend-
ing a function, the sources said.
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HTC & Reuters (1)‘({\ ¥
New Delhi, September 2 )

THE MODERATE faction of
the separatist Hurriyat Con-
ference today accused the Cen-
tre of “inconsistency” over the
talks on Kashmir issue.
Reacting to Union Home Mi-
nister Shivraj Patil’s remarks
yesterday that the govern-
ment’s dialogue with the sepa-
ratist amalgam would be held
without preconditions, former
Hurriyat chairman Maulana
Abbas Ansari said, “Patil now
says he will be talking to us wi-
thout any preconditions, but
he stated earlier that talks
would be held within the pur-
view of the Constitution, whi-
ch is not acceptable to us”.
“We're not going to accept
double and triple policies”, he
said, adding, “There’s inconsis-
tency in the Government of In-

/ﬁurriyat cocks a sn

Alleges inconsistency,

Shivraj Patil & Maulana Abbas Ansari

dia over the talks. They’re fre-
quently changing statements”.

The amalgam, which had
two rounds of talks with the
Centre when the NDA was in
power, would deliberate on
the issue when its chairman,
Mirwaiz Umer Farooq, now
in Jeddah to perform a reli-
gious ritual, returns to Kash-
mir, another former chair-

WV

man Abdul Ghani Bhat said.
The Hurriyat Conference
will be making a representa-
tion to the OIC secretary-gen-
eral for de-recognising Gee-
lani’s faction from the world
Muslim conglomerate on the
plea that he did not represent
the wishes and aspirations of
the people of Kashmir. Umer
is slated to meet him and sub-

ook at govt

dqoyble policy in New Delhi’s peace offer
G N A | ‘

mit his case for the same. Al-
though the ISI has promised
Umer help in Rabita-al-Aalam-
al Islami, they were not happy
with the move of the Hurriyat
to seek derecognition of Gee-
lani from OIC.

In an attempt to resume the
dialogue suspended due to
new terms set by New Delhi,
Patil had yesterday said an in-
vitation would be sent to Hur-
riyat leaders when he visits
Kashmir next month.

“India will attach no condi-
tions to peace talks with Kash-
mir’s separatists,” Patil said
on Saturday. The Home Minis-
ter’'s comments came a day af-
ter Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh held his first meet-
ing with Pakistan President |
Pervez Musharraf in New
York to push forward a slug-
gish peace process that was
getting stuck over Kashmir.

'’
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Musharraf goes easy on
Kashmir rhetorlc at UN

By Chidanand Rajghatta/TNN

New York: Pakistan is giving bilateralism a
“last chance” to resolve the Kashmir issue,
the country’s military ruler Pervez Mushar-
raf told the UN General Assembly on
Wednesday in an address that avoided the
usual hard edges and harsh rhetoric he uses
when speaking onthe subject.

“After several abortive attempts, Pakistan
and India have been able to initiate a dia-
logue this year,” Musharraf said in a speech
that was notable for its restraint, adding that
resolution of the Kashmir issue could not be
“inordinately delayed”. Indian officials had
previously told this correspondent that they
expected a more temperate address from
Musharraf, different from his annual tirades,
and that it had been conveyed to the Pakista-

(- \
nis th t the tone of the speech would be tak-
en into account when the military ruler met
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh here on
Friday.

On Wednesday, the officials did not re-
spond immediately to what sounded like a
warning on the timeline to resolve the issue,
although Musharraf committed himself to a
peaceful solution. Musharraf referred to his
upcoming meeting with Singh, saying, “I
would like to convey to him that this is the
moment for peace, we must not allow it to slip
away.”

The Pakistani chief also dropped his an-
nual reference to India’s human rights viola-
tions in Kashmir. He spoke at length about
what he called the illegal Israe11 wall cutting
off Palestine, but made no’reference to the
fence India had built along the LoC.
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Y7 By Shujaat Bukhari
ANANTNAG, SEPT. 22, The Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister,
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed, to-
day escaped a bid on his life
when rifle grenades were fired
at the office of the Deputy Com-
missioner, Anantnag, as he was
filing his nomination papers for
the by-election to the Pahalgam
Assembly seat.

Five persons were injured
and they were rushed to a hos-
pital in Srinagar. Three of them

were in a serious condition.
Mr. Sayeed was accompanied

wo

escap

2%\ Y
by his daughter and People’s
Democratic Party (PDP) presi-
dent, Mehbooba Mufti, wife
Gulshan Sayeed and a number
of Ministers and party leaders.

Three explosions

As the Mufti was filing his
nomination papers around
12.45 p.m., three rifle grenades
were fired. One exploded mid-
air, another in front of the office
complex and third in a nearby
taxi stand. “The third grenade,
which caused injuries to some
civilians, exploded 500 m from
where the Chief Minister was

THE HINDU

S bid on life

filing his nomination papers,”
the Deputy Inspector General of
Police, South Kashmir range,
Ravinder Kotwal, said. “There
were three simultaneous explo-
sions and people ran for cover,”
said Manzoor Ahmed, a driver
who was injured in the blast. “1
was bleeding and cried for help.
Security forces in a nearby bun-
ker opened fire in retaliation,”
he said.

A spokesman of the pro-Pa-
kistan outfit, Jamiat-ul-Mujahi-
deen, called up newspaper
offices in Srinagar and owned
responsibility for the attack.
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~Geelani’s political ]
secretary shot dead

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, SEPT. 15. In a major
jolt to the hardline faction of
the All Parties Hurriyat Confer-
ence led by Syed Ali Shah Gee-
lani, his political secretary, Pir
Hissamuddin, was shot dead to-
day by assassins who burst into
his home on the outskirts of
Srinagar.

Witnesses said that three
young men came to the house
of the Pir, a lawyer, and asked
him to come out. “They jofd
him that they wanted his signa-
tures on some paper and as
soon as he came out they fired a
volley of bullets at him,” said
one of his relatives. The motor-
cycle-borne trio then fled. They
were not masked and looked
very confident, he said.

A profusely bleeding Pir was
immediately taken to the Sri
Maharaja Hari Singh Hospital
but doctors declared him
“brought dead.” Police have
registered a case and the “mo-
tive behind this killing is being

investigated.”

This is the first time that mil-
itants have targeted a leader
from the hardline Hurriyat Con-
ference. The Pir was appointed
political secretary to Mr. Geela-
ni on Tuesday. So far, the lead-
ers of the moderate faction have
been targeted for holding talks
with New Delhi.

Clqse confidant

The Pir was a long-time
member of the all-powerful
Majlis-e-Shoura of the Jamat-e-
Islami, Mr. Geelani’s parent or-
ganisation. He was Mr. Geela-
ni’s close confidant and played
an important role in the forma-
tion of the recently-floated Teh-
reek-e-Hurriyat backed by the
Jamat. He unsuccessfully con-
tested the elections in 1972 and
was associated with the working
of the Jamat at various levels.
He spent a few years in England
and Saudi Arabia working with
the World Assembly of Muslim
Youth, an international organi-
sation representing young Mus-

lims the world over. He was also
an active member of the Bar As-
sociation.

Mr. Geelani, who is in Delhi,
is coming here tomorrow to at-
tend the funeral at the Pir’s an-
cestral village at Aadipora, near
Sopore.

‘Web of violence’

The Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister, Mufti Moham-
mad Sayeed, condemned the
killing and said that it highlight-
ed the viciousness of violence
as a means of agitation. It was
time intellectuals and opinion
makers of society thought over
the present scenario and de-
vised ways for the State to come
out of the web of violence,” he
said.

Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, head
of the moderate faction of the
Hurriyat, expressed shock and
termed it “an act of cowardice.”
The Kashmir Bar Association al-
so condemned the incident.

A setback: Page 11

THE HINDU

16

SEP 2004



Masood Hussain
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: SING the same old
method of throwing a
grenade and barging into

a garrison, a group of three fiday-
een militants carried out a night-
long attack on the main camp of
the CRPF 94 Battalion in Dal lake
area. Two officers of the rank of
deputy commandant’s were
killed as the commanding officer
survived with bullet injury along-
with four of his subordinates.
Two of the three militants were
killed during wee hours.

A caller, whoidentified himself
as Abu Inquilabi, the spokesman
of al-Mansourian staked the
claim for the attack. He said he led
the three-member fidayeen
group to the York Hotel and iden-
tified the two Fidayeen as Abdul
Waheed alias Waseem and Sajjad
Bin Abdul Gafoor alias Abu

‘Fidayeen militants

\\ NV,

Rusx Hour: Indian soldiers rush to their camp after a suicide attack by
suspected rebels in Srinagar on Sunday. — Reuters

Ma’az. “They stormed into the
formation and engaged the
troops in a fierce gun-battle and I
returned safely to my hideout,”
he told reporters.

Details revealed that militants
tossed a grenade towards the
main entrance and managed to
barge in. Most of the paramilitary
men, who had called it a day after

t|e CRPF camp

a daylong tiring patrollmg on
9/11, were taken by surprise as
they all were watching a cricket
match between India and Kenya.

The attack blocked the exit
route as over 50 security-men in
the first storey got trapped. With
the help of the police and the BSE
most of the security men were
rescued by midnight as the fierce
gun-battle continued between
the two sides. In the initial attack,
three security-men were con-
firmed to have received the bul-
lets. IGP CRPF Ranjit Sinha said
theimmediate response led to the
killing of one of the militantsleav-
ing just his only accomplice to
fight in all directions. The third
one had already escaped. Terming
it an act of desperation, Mr Sinha
said they restricted the Fidayeen
to a corner, a secluded place.

“Had they managed to scatter
around, there would have been
massive losses,” he said.

The Economic Times
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We'll never give up
Kashmir: Pervez

General to conve
(5

el
Agencies H \
Islamabad, September 12

STATING IN no certain
terms that Pakistan would
never give up Kashmir, Pr-
esident Gen Pervez Mush-
arraf said he would convey
his country’s stand to Indi-
an PM Manmohan Singh
when they meet in New
York later this month.

“We will not give up Kas-
hmir, we have fought wars
over it. Pakistan will have
to ensure the Kashmiris’
interest. I will meet Man-
mohan Singh (on Septem-
ber 22) and tell him in un-
equivocal terms about our
stand. We will not give up
Kashmir,” he told a meet-
ing of Army officers and
soldiers at a ‘Garrison Dar-
bar’ in Quetta on Saturday.

But the Pakistani Presi-
dent said the general feel-
ing across the world was
that whatever was happen-
ing in Afghanistan and
Kashmir was originating
from Pakistan. Pakistan is
also being accused of nucl-
ear proliferation, he said.
Pakistanis are generally
considered extremists.

“Wherever 1 go I am fa-
ced with these questions. I
have been refuting the cha-
rges but they stick to their
opinion,” Musharraf said.

He cautioned that Pak-
istan had to face serious
consequences if it failed to
correct its image. “If the
world is not satisfied with
our explanation we could
be subjected to bombardm-
ent. The European commu-
nity could withdraw trade

concessions on our textile
industry from which the
country earns Rs 60 billion
in foreign exchange thro-
ugh exports.

“It would result in closu-
re of 50 per cent textile mi-
1ls in the country. Econom-
ic sanctions may also be
imposed and no country
would trade with us. Final-
ly our nuclear capability
could also come under att-
ack. We have to dispel neg-
ative impressions about
our country” Stressing
that Pakistan’s future sho-
uld be given foremost pri-
ority, Musharraf said the
country “comes first. Pak-

y stand to Manmohan

istan is our entity. We have
to save ourselves, achieve
economic development, en-
hance our defence capabil-
ities and move ahead with
the rest of the worid.”

About sending troops to
Iraq, he said the country
would not send its soldiers
under prevailing conditi- .
ons in that country, but
would consider it when ot-
her countries, especially
India send troops.

He said it would be unw-
ise to close all doors, espe-
cially when Iraqi Prime
Minister Iyad Allawi him-
self had requested him for
sending troops. The deci-
sion may be changed if cir-
cumstances changed and
conducive atmosphere cre-
ated. “If ... India sends its
troops to Iraq, it would not
be wise for us to stay aw-
ay,” Musharraf said.

Pakistan would not roll
back its nuclear capability,
he said. During the past
three to four years it has
spent more money on im-
proving these capabilities
than in the past 30 years.

“Defence is the most im-
portarit priority and all de-
fence requirements would
be met,” he said, adding a
strategy for the next 15 ye-
ars had been chalked out to
further augment the na-
tional defence. “Our tanks
are far better than those of
the enemy. We will incre-
ase our mobility, commu-
nication, air defence and
surveillance needs. The
two pillars of the country
defence and economy are
strong,” he said.

THE HIDUST AN TMES
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J& separa\ffsts
“wcall bilateral
meet a failure

HE ‘failure’ of India-Pak-

I istan talks on Kashmir has

highlighted the inevitability
of a tripartite process for solving
the mess, said Kashmir separatists.
They believe the oft-beaten bilat-
eral approach to the issue involv-
ing India and Pakistan on one side
and Delhi and Srinagar on the
other has letdown all the sides.

Says JKLF chairman Yasin Ma-
lik: “We being the
basic party and the
main sufferers of
the post-partition |8
situation, the two [
countries can not
solve  Kashmir
without involving
us directly in the
talks.” The party
that stands for re-
unification of J&K
and PoK and its ac-
ceptance of a sov-
ereign nation has
collected  signa-
tures of 14 lakh
people seeking a tripartite process.
“Let the two countries respect the
will of the people,” he said.

Shabir Shah said the bilateral
approach to the problem has
failed. Had it worked then the
agreements between India and
Pakistan at Tashkent or Shimla or
for that matter at Lahore should
have worked.

“It is the same case between
Delhi and Srinagar that reached
agreementsin 1953 and 1975 but
could notdomuch,” he said. “We
welcome peace moves but the

two cmjtjes should not ignore

MALIK;

us on table;,” added Mr Shah.

Masood Hussain 0\
" "SRINAGAR 9 SEPTEMBER

TrI STIR

The feeling among common-
ers in general and separatists in
particular is that the two coun-
tries are talking under duress.
Shia cleric Molvi Abbas Ansari
who led the twin rounds of talks
of centrist Hurriyat with NDA
government terms the just con-
cludedtalks asa “great get togeth-
er” between a good host and a
good guest. “They talked, en-
joyed good meals and said good
bye to each other,” he said. Mr
Ansari regretted the Pakistan for-

; eign minister

Khursheed
suri’s failure in
raising the re-
quirement of in-
cluding Kashmiris
| in  the talk’s
process.
7 Mr Kasuri, it is
A recalled here, had
4 invited Syed Ali
Shah Geelani,
Sheikh Aziz, Yasin
Malik, Shabir
Shah and Mirwaiz
Umer Farooq for
consultations be-
fore the talks begun officially. In-
stead of seeking their suggestions
for talks, they got yet another lec-
ture on why should the rival Hur-
riyat’s unite.

Terming the efforts for Hurriy-
at’sreunificationas “mere ritual”,
a senior moderate Hurriyat
leader said, the splitin itself “was
consequence of an understand-
ing between India and Pakistan
with a view to deny Kashmiri
people their right tobe heard asa
basic party to the dispute”. He
said inviting the Kashmiri leaders
is just an exercise “to keep us
(Kashmiris) in good humour.

.

Ka-
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A Kasuri stresses
ceptrallty of Kashmir

By Our Diplomatic
rrespondent
NEW DELHS, SEPT. 6. The Pakistan
Forexgn inister, Khurshid

Mahmud Kasuri, today stressed
the “centrality” of the Kashmir
issue and claimed this was not
to suggest that Pakistan was on-
ly interested in discussing Kash-
mir. Calling upon India to
recognise that there were differ-
ences on Kashmir, he said that
this was the “only guarantee” to
solve these problems.

At a joint press interaction
with his counterpart, Natwar
Singh, Mr. Kasuri said the “very
concept” of the composite dia-
logue envisaged that there
should be progress on all the
eight items listed for discussion.
Mr. Kasuri appeared pleased at
the success achieved in having
experts address both conven-
tional and nuclear confidence-
building measures.

Inresponse to a question, Mr.
Singh said the two countries did
not have an agreement on some
“difficult” and “old” issues —
but the composite dialogue
would go on. Calling for “pro-
gress” on the oil-gas pipeline,
he also pointed out that there
had been elections in Kashmir
and a Government was in place
there.

“Nevertheless, we are dis-
cussing the Jammu and Kash-
mir issue frankly, in candour
and respecting each other'’s
views on this. This will not hold
up progress in all other areas as
the Foreign Minister of Pakistan

has said ... this process will con-
tinue,” Mr. Singh added.

‘Support for reopening

of consulates’
By Our Diplomatic
Correspondent

NEW DELH), SEPT. 6. As India and
Pakistan take small steps at a
time, what happens to the areas
in which agreement has already
been reached, but implementa-
tion is yet to begin? That is pre-
cisely the question - that was
posed to Foreign Ministers Nat-
war Singh and Khurshid Mah-
mud Kasuri at their joint press
conference today.

Asked about the absolute lack
of progress in impiementing the
two-month-old decision to re-
open the Mumbai and Karachi
consulates, Mr. Singh said he
had spoken to the Maharashtra
Chief Minister, Sushilkumar
Shinde. India had also asked Pa-
kistani friends to visit Mumbai
to look at some properties. Both
countries, he said, were com-
mitted to the reopening of the
consulates.

For his part, Mr. Kasuri said,
“Yes, we support the consulates
[reopening]. There is no flag-
ging in our intention or desire.
It’s not hidden that we asked for
Jinnah House — there was
some problem as far as the Gov-
ermnment of India was con-
cerned and they offered
alternative property — which
would be suitable for our pur-

poses.” .
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ift among Jammu & Kashmir

o militant outfits deepens

By M Saleem Pandit
TimEs NEws NETWORK

Srinagar: As India and Pakistan
disagreed on the perceptions of
the Kashmir problem on Monday,
the rift between local militant
groups in the Valley and terrorists
from across the border has erupted
into open warfare.

A simmering hostility between
indigenous Kashmiri ‘azadi’ ac-
tivists and those trained in camps
in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK) and funded by Pakistani
money could spiral into a new
round of inter-group fighting in
Jammu and Kashmir with four of
the 12 militant organisations
threatening to launch <ihad’
against pro-Pakistan Hizbul Mu-
jahideen (HM).

Intelligence reports suggested
the rivalry between local and Pak-
istani militants were existing for
long over ill-treatment of the the lo-
cal Kashmiri people, Of late PoK or
Pakistani militants had resorted to
slitting of throats and chopping of
ears, nose and tongue, they added.

The rift deepened with foreign
groups like Al-Badr and Lashkar-e-
Toiba (LeT) increasing extortions to
meet their increasing requirements
and refusing to share the spoils with
local militants, a senior intelligence
* officer told TOL
A little-known

local news

agency, Current News Service,
meanwhile, claimed that a joint
statement issued by four pro-Pak
outfits—Jaish-e-Mohammad,
Harkatul Mujahideen, Al-Badr and
Hizbi Islami—have blamed HM
militants for killing three Al-Badr
militants at Arwani in Bijbehara

—

Pakistan high commissioner to
India Aziz Ahmed Khan greets
Kashmiri separatist leader Yasin
Malik in New Delhi on Monday

of Anantnag district on September
1 following an altercation over
money transactions.

In retaliation, HM operation
chief Abdul Rashid Dar alias
Tariq Aziz was gunned down on
September 4 near the higher sec-
ondary school, Ratnipora in Pul-
wama district. These outfits have
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threatened to lead a ‘jihad’ against
HM if it failed to pay penalty as
per “the Islamic law” for the
killing of three Mujahideens.

Last year HM militants had
killed two Jaish men at Wachi area
of south Kashmir but in the inter-
est of the movement, Jaish, Harkat,
Al-Badr and Lashkar kept quite.
They alleged HM was responsible
for the creation of Ikhwan (counter
insurgents) and Task Force by the
Kashmir police.

Lashkar militants are also
blamed for blocking development
work in the Valley, something
which the local militant don’t
mind since it helps the poor resi-
dents in the area. One of the tar-
gets of the Lashkar terrorists has
been the Qazigund-Baramullah
railway link.

Pro-Pak Hurriyat chairman Syed
Ali Shah Geelani’s stance has also
incidentally emerged similar to
those of the PoK-based mili-
tants. During his meeting over
the weekend with Pakistan’s
foreign minister Khursheed
Mohammad Kasuri, he said he
had opposed the opening of the
Srinagar-Muzaffarabad high-
way because it would strength-
en India’s hold over the area.
Local residents hope that the
highway would increase peo-
ple-to-people contacts and
boost the local economy.
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- KASHMIR TANGLE

0%
Time To Take Logical Steps %l %

he problem of Kashmir
Tstarted in 1947 when the

British divided India into
two parts to distinguish Muslims
who had demanded a separate
homeland for themselves. The
dispute is mainly in the Indian
part of Kashmir, which is only 45
per cent of the old state of
Jammu and Kashmir. Pakistan
wants it on the ground that
Muslims are the majority of the
population in that part.

The UN Resolutions on Kash-
mir, calling for a plebiscite, have
nothing to do with the “right of
self-determination” for Muslim
Kashmiris because there are
only two options: join India or
join Pakistan. There is no third
option for “independence”. The
UN declaration did not say
anything about the future of the
minority non-Muslims in the
state of the Jammu and Kash-
mir. Now there are three million
non-Muslims, who cannot pos-
sibly stay in a Muslim country if
Kashmir joins Pakistan given the
record of Pakistan regarding its
treatment of minorities.

Exchange of population

The most important issue is
the question of accepting the
theory that Muslims cannot stay
with people of other religions as
propagated by Jinnah in his
“two-nation” theory. If the UN
accepts the demand of Pakistan
and of Muslims of Kashmir, it
implies acceptance of the “two-
nation” theory put forward by
the founding fathers of Pakistan
that Muslims and Hindus are
two different nations and must
live separately. In that case there
would be no justification for the
presence of another 110 millions
of Muslims in the rest of India
who, according to the principle
of the partition in 1947, should
have left long ago, but are allow-
ed to stay in India only because
India does not accept the “two-
nation” theory.

India wants to convert the line
of control in Kashmir into the
international border and keep
everything as it is. This is not ac-
ceptable to Pakistan. It has
already gained that part and now
it wants additional gains, which
is the remaining part of the
Kashmir valley. It is not accept-
able to the Muslim population of
Kashmir also because they do
not want to stay in India because
of religious reasons. India can-
not agree with this as it destroys
the fundamental basis of the

The author is Professor in Inter-
national  Economics, Nagasaki
University, Japan

By DIPAK BASU

Constitution —  secularism.
Thus, Indian and Pakistani posi-
tions will never match and any
future discussions within that
framework will definitely fail.
The problem between India
and Pakistan remains because
what was natural after a parti-
tion of a country, exchange of
population, never took place.
Pakistan and Bangladesh drove
out most of their non-Muslim

to begin by asking what are the
possible difficulties that are
likely to arise in the way of a
person migrating from one area
to another on account of poli-
tical changes... The difficulties
can be easily removed by the two
states of Pakistan and Hindustan
agreeing to a treaty...”. It is the
responsibility now for the two
governments to think about such

a treaty after wasting 60 years

population, but Muslims are still
in India, even after their home-
land was created. This is the
most unnatural event in the
world. In other cases of partition
elsewhere in the world, there
were always exchange of popula-
tion. The cases of Greece-Tur-
key, Germany-Czechoslovakia,
Bulgaria-Turkey, Poland-Ger-
many, Bosnia-Serbia and Croa-
tia-Serbia are recent examples
where full-scale exchange of
population was organised, some-
times by the UN itself.

Reality test

Exchange of population bet-
ween the proposed state of Pak-
istan and India was mentioned in
the plan of the partition of India
made by Rajagopalachari in
1943 in collaboration with
Mahatma Gandhi. BR Ambed-
kar mentioned in detail in 1945
the ways and means of that
exchange in his book, Pakistan or
Partition of India. He said, “Assu-
ming it does become a problem,
will it be a baffling problem?
Experience shows that it is not a
problem, which is impossible to
solve. To devise a solution for
such a problem it might be well

since 1945,

Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf during his July 2001
visit to India spoke of Kashmir
as an unfinished agenda of Parti-
tion. Exchange of population
was the “unfinished agenda” of
the Muslim League as envisaged
by the father figures of Partition.
At a press conference in Kara-
chi on 25 November 1946, Jin-
nah had appealed to the central
as well as provincial govern-
ments to take up the question of
population exchange. Earlier
that year, Sir Feroze Khan Noon
who later became the Prime
Minister of Pakistan, while ad-
dressing Muslim League legis-
lators in Patna, had gone to the
extent of threatening re-enact-
ment of the murderous orgies of
Chengez Khan and Halaqu
Khan if non-Muslims did not
agree to exchange of population.
Pir Illahi Bux, the Sindh leader,
observed that he welcomed an
exchange of population for the
safety of minorities, as it would
put an end to all communal
disturbances.

Ismail Chundrigar, who also
became Prime Minister, said
that the British had no right to
hand over Muslims to a subject

people} namely Hindus, over
whom they had ruled for 500
years. Thus, the exchange of
population, as designed by Dr
Ambedkar, had the general sup-
port of Muslim leaders in 1947.

A solution is valid if it can take
into account the existing reality
and offer something to all sides.
The UN declaration has failed
because it could not satisfy that
criteria. The reality is that China
cannot be dislodged from its
position. Thus, 20 per cent of
Kashmir has to be forfeited and
does not come into the dis-
cussion.

Proposed solutions

The proposed solution should
be packaged with the following
items: (1) Pakistan and Bangla-
desh will take all Muslims living
in India (including Kashmir)
while India will accept all non-
Muslim from Pakistan and
Bangladesh; (2) India will give
up the Kashmir valley excepting
the link road to Ladakh and will
keep only the Ladakh and
Jammu valley. The Pakistan-
occupied  Skardhu  Hunza,
Baltistan, and Gilgit, where very
few Muslims used to live in 1947,
should come to India; (3) the
Chittagong Hill District, which
was 97 per cent Buddhist in
1947, will have a referendum, to
join cither Burma or India or to
stay independent. Muslim
population there will go back to
Bangladesh; (4) Migrants will be
allowed to take away their assets
and destitutes should be com-
pensated by the government of
the country displacing them; (5)
In order to_avoid the holocaust
that took place in 1947-48, the
whole of the subcontinent
should be under the jurisdiction
of the UN, for about one year,
during which this exchange of
population would take place.

The purpose of the partition
was to create a homeland for
Muslims of undivided India.
When it was done, the logical
question is: why are Muslims still
in India and if they really want to
stay in India, why should Pakis-
tan or Bangladesh exist at all?

The problem of Kashmir re-
mains because India today
cannot see the reality. If
Pakistan insists that it has the
right to absorb the rest of the
Kashmir because of religion and
if India insists on secularism
and as a result refuses to
consider any alternative solu-
tion, there is no common
ground. It is thus essential to
change the mindset of the two
countries. The time has come to
take logical steps.
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The mileage counters of the Jammu and

Kashmir peace process seem to have been
reset to zero. Dialogue between the
secessionists and the Government seems
stalled, a consequence of both sides being
unwilling or unable to make major
unilateral concessions.

Praveen Swami reports.

UZAFFARA-
‘ ‘ BAD”, MUT-
TERS the

traffic consta-
ble, startled by the question.
Then he breaks into a wry smile
and jokes back: “It’s that way to
Pahalgam, and that way to Gul-
marg. Where's Muzaffarabad?”
Grime has not quite covered
over the giant, green billboard
on the busy Tourist Reception
Centre Chowk in Srinagar but
rain, snow and traffic have tak-
en their toll. “Muzaffarabad
170,” the yellow text reads — a
reference to the ruling People’s
Democratic Party’s promise to
open the road through the fron-
tier town of Uri into Pakistan.
Less than a year ago, peace with
Pakistan — and an end to vio-
lence in Jammu and Kashmir —
seemed possible; enthusiasts
even claimed it was inevitable.
Today the fate of the billboard
‘mirrors that hope of rapproche-
ment with Pakistan: but bat-
tered as it is by violence, and
threatened as it is by multiple
crisis, it will take more than a
few licks of paint to set right the
peace process in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Internal disarray

Over the last eight weeks, it
has become evident that the
peace process initiated by the
former Prime Minister, Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee, in April 2003
stands at a crossroads. Hardline
leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani
has re-emerged at the political
centre-stage, giving Islamist ter-
ror groups such as the Lashkar-
e-Taiba and the Hizb:ul-Muja-
heddin a new legitimacy and
political voice. The centrist fac-
tion of the All Parties Hurriyat
Conference with which New
Dethi was engaged in dialogue
is in internal disarray, with key
figures silenced by sustained
terrorist attacks. On top of it all,
there has appeared to be a
sharp escalation in terrorist vio-
lence. Central Reserve Police
Force personnel have faced two
suicide-squad attacks in Srina-
gar this month alone, and there
have been several high-profile
bombings and grenade attacks.

What has gone wrong? For
one, Pakistan’s strategic estab-
lishment seems determined to
step up the heat to push the
pace of India-Pakistan talks on
Jammu and Kashmir. In an in-
terview to The News earlier this
month, the Pakistan President,

Terrorists killed

Pervez Musharraf, made a can-
did admission that he had no
intention of ending jihadi activ-
ities until there was a political
resolution of the conflict in
Jammu and Kashmir. “God will-
ing,” he said, “if we find a solu-
tion on Kashmir with India, all
Jjihadi organisations will have to
pack up.” The unstated message
was simple: that the jihad in
Jammu and Kashmir would not
be shut down until significant
political  concessions  were
made by India. General Mush-
arraf has, on more than one oc-
casion in recent months,
expressed impatience with the
speed of dialogue on Jammu
and Kashmir, and pessimism
about Indian intentions.

Unsurprisingly, given this
hawkish position, cross-border
infiltration has escalated sharp-
ly. India’s Chief of the Army
Staff, Nirmal C. Vij, recently told
journalists in New Delhi that
cross-border infiltration in re-
cent weeks was almost twice as
high as the same period last
year, and was “increasing day
by day”. General Vij claimed
that the Army had been able to
interdict some 80-85 per cent of
infiltration attempts, with the
aid of electronic and physical
fencing on the Line of Control.
If these figures are correct —
most experts do not believe in-
terdiction is anywhere near as
high as the Army claims — it
would help explain why in-
creasing infiltration has not
translated into a sharp escala-
tion of violence within Jammu
and Kashmir. General Vij flatly
asserted that infiltration was
not possible without official Pa-
kistani patronage.

Fraying at the edges

If infiltration is as high as In-
dian officials claim, it could
have disastrous consequences.
The ceasefire that went in place
on the LoC in December 2003, a
keystone of India-Pakistan dé-
tente, already seems to be fray-
ing at the edges. On August 16,
Border Security Force person-
nel at Mangoo Chak along the
border in Jammu traded fire
with a group of infiltrators who
ambushed their vehicle within a
few hundred yards of Pakistan-
held territory. The incident
could easily have escalated into
a full-blown border clash — as
indeed could have any of the
50-odd detected infiltration at-
tempts that have taken place in

August. The BSF Deputy-In-
spector General of Police, P.K.
Mishra, and the Pakistan Rang-
ers commanding officer for the
area, Colonel Rab Nawaz, met a
week later to address the issue
but no concrete protocols have
been put in place to prevent a
flare-up.

As yet, though, high infiltra-
tion has not actually meant are-
al escalation of violence within
Jammu and Kashmir. Contrary
to the impression conveyed by
some reportage, there is no sig-
nificant variation in the key pa-

rameters of conflict between
2003 and this year. The Union
Ministry of Home Affairs inter-
nal data shiows that the levels of
violence from January to June
2004 are similar to those record-
ed during these months in 2003,
as measured by five key indices
— terrorists, civilians and secu-
rity forces killed, and the num-
bers of attacks on civilians and
forces f[see charts]. All that

seems to be going on in the
course of the summer is the
routine, seasonal rise in inci-
dents of violence that have been

witnessed each year since 1989.
The rise in violence takes place
as the snow in the high moun-
tain passes across the LoC melts
and infiltration from training
camps in Pakistan becomes rel-
atively easy.

For observers of successive
peace efforts in Jammu and
Kashmir, Pakistan’s continued
use of terror as an instrument of
political leverage is no surprise.
Under intense pressure to de-
escalate during the near-war
that developed after the 2001
terrorist attack on Parliament,
General Musharraf banned sev-
eral terrorist groups and prom-
ised an end to infiltration.
within months, the terror
camps were up and running
again. Mr. Vajpayee’s earlier,
post-Kargil War decision to end
offensive operations against
major terror groups, notably the
Hizb-ul-Mujaheddin, was met
by Pakistan’s intelligence estab-
lishment with an escalation of
violence, intended to derail dia-
logue between New Delhi and
pro-dialogue elements in the
organijsation. Each peacemak-
ing effort, then, seems to lead
Pakistan’s military strategists to
scale up violence — a means of
making sure that the Islamist
groups they support have a veto
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WILL THE DREAM COME TRUE? People in Srinagar demanding the opening of the road through Url to Pakistan. — Photo: Nissar Ahmed

on the success or failure of
dialogue.

Change in stance

What does seem to have
changed is Indian tolerance of
Pakistan-backed terror. Mr. Vaj-
payee, who staked his personal
credibility on the peace process,
overlooked such disruptions.
The Congress seems to be con-
siderably less patient with Pa-
kistan's failure to deliver on its
zero-infiltration promise made
by General Musharraf. On Au-
gust 21, the All India Congress
Committee passed a resolution
saying terrorism continued to
be a menace as “it is aided and
abetted from across the bor-
ders.” Although Pakistan was
not named, the resolution made
clear that India seemed “to be
dealing with a neighbouring
Government that has failed or is
unable to deliver on its
promises.”

Earlier, the Union Home
Minister, Shivraj Patil, had said
talks with secessionists would
only be held within the param-
eters of the Constitution, some-
thing APHC moderates such as
Umar Farooq believe is a repu-
diation of Mr. Vajpayee's prom-
ise to negotiate within the wider
framework of insaniyat (hu-

manitarian concern).

If New Delhi seems clear it
will not tolerate continued vio-
lence, the Union Home Minis-
try seems confused on just what
it wishes to do, instead. N.N.
Vohra, the highly-regarded ca-
reer bureaucrat who was ap-
pointed the Union
Government’s official mediator
on Jammu and Kashmir, ap-
pears not to have any clear
mandate on just what he might
offer the APHC moderates in or-
der to restart a dialogue. In
some senses, the problem is not
just of the United Progressive
Alliance Government’s making.

At the outset of his mission
under the National Democratic
Alliance rule, Mr. Vohra is be-
lieved to have pushed hard for a
dialogue with political parties in
Jammu and Kashmir on greater
federal autonomy, a key de-
mand of the National Confer-
ence. This, Mr. Vohra had
argued, would have compelled
the APHC moderates to stay en-
gaged with New Delhi, whatever
the pressures on them from the
Islamists — or risk a deal being
cut that excluded them.

Now acutely sensitive to
charges of being unpatriotic,
the UPA Government seems un-
willing to make a categorical

tvilians killed
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declaration that future dialogue
with the APHC will be uncondi-
tional. New Delhi might have
been willing to make the con-
cession if the moderates could
deliver something in return, like
de-escalation in violence. But
the secessionist politicians sim-
ply do not have the necessary
influence with terrorist groups.
This leaves Mr. Vohra with few
options, and some observers
believe he will make a slow exit
from the scene. Matters have
not been helped by a series of
apparently ill-thought through
moves either.

Early in his tenure, Mr. Patil
went along with efforts to open
a dialogue with Mr. Geelani —a
move that only served to alien-
ate Mr. Farooq and other mod-
erates. There has also been a
series of ill-timed, off-the-cuff
remarks. Mr. Patil's deputy,
Union Minister of State for
Home, Sri Prakash Jaiswal, for
example, was reported as saying
that the Government of India
would negotiate with groups
which had the authorisation of
terrorist organisations — a re-
mark read by moderate seces-
sionists as a recognition of Mr.
Geelani’s Hurriyat faction.

Future uncertain

As things stand, then, the
mileage counters of the peace
process in Jammu and Kashmir
seem to have been reset to zero.
Internal dialogue between se-
cessionists and the Indian Gov-
ernment = seems stalled, a
consequence of both sides be-
ing unwilling or unable to make
major unilateral concessions.
Both India and Pakistan seem to
be having trouble making head-
way on the most apparently
simple moves to defuse tension.

Late last year, Srinagar’s elite
was lobbying Chief Minister
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed’s
staff for a seat on the first bus to
Pakistan-occupied Jammu and
Kashmir. Now, Pakistan has
made clear it will not accept In-
dian passport holders crossing
the LoC.

India has, in turn, shot down
calls for travel on local or inter-
national identity cards, noting
that this would then involve
putting up a border post to pre-
vent out-of-state movement at
Pathankot, on the Punjab-Jam-
mu and Kashmir border — a de
facto concession of sovereignty.
Almost nothing, it is clear, is
quite as easy or simple as it had
seemed.

Like most things to do with
Jammu and Kashmir, it is hard
to predict what might happen
next: peacemaking here has had
a soap opera-like history, lit-
tered with unexpected comic
twists and tragic denouements.
What is starting to become
clear, though, is that with a
change of Government in New
Delhi, one act in the bloody dra-
ma in Jammu and Kashmir has
come to an end.

AKISTAN IS in fact a
country for the Mus-
lims of the subconti-
nent. Therefore, it is incomplete
without Kashmir. Pakistan is al-
so incomplete without Hydera-
bad, Junagarh and Munabao
because these states had an-
nounced accession with Pakis-
tan but the Hindus subjugated
them. That is why it is our duty
to free these states from the
Hindus’ subjugation and assure
their Muslim population that
they will become part of Pakis-
tan. This is our agenda of Pakis-
tan’'s completion. We will
continue to propagate it in India
through speech and writing and
take these states back through
Jihad.” — Lashkar-e-Taiba chief
Hafiz Mochammad Sayeed in the
magazine, Nida-e-Millat, Au-
gust 18, 2004.

Last month, 17-year-old Mu-
hammad Sohail was produced
before reporters by Afghan au-
thorities in Kabul to tell his ex-
traordinary story. Captured
while fighting side-by-side with
the Al Qaeda forces, Mr. Sohail’s
account blew open officiai Pa-
kistani claims of being serious
about combating terror — and
made clear that as long as jihad
is used as an instrument of state
policy in Jammu and Kashmir, it
will feed violence elsewhere in
the world as well.

Mr. Sohail had trained not in
some remote Afghan mountain
bad-land, butin a camp at Man-

{

sehra, not far from Pakistan’s
capital city, Islamabad. He took
orders not from Osama bin La-
den, but from a Pakistani cleric
who moved around that country
freely. And he fought not for the
Al Qaeda but for the Jamaat-ul-
Ansar, a re-branded version of
the Harkat-ul-Mujaheddin
(HuM). Although HuM was pro-
scribed by the United States in
October 1997 and officially
banned by Pakistan in January
2002, Mr. Sohail’s account made
clear it was still alive — and
killing.

Renewed hate-polemic

Why is Mr. Sohail’s story of
significance to India? If renewed
hate-polemic directed at India
by figures like Mr. Sayeed is the
theory of the jihad in Jammu
and Kashmir, camps like those
he trained at are the practice.
Indian authorities, notably the
Chief of the Army Staff, Nirmal
C. Vij, have pointed in recent
weeks to a renewed offensive of
cross-border infiltration, and
argued that this would not be
possible without official Pakis-
tani patronage. Mr. Sohail’s ac-
count suggests that Indian
charges that Pakistan continues
to arm and train jihadi cadre to
fight in Jammu and Kashmir are
true. Writing in The New York
Times early this month, journal-
ist Carlotta Gall noted that “it is
in an open secret in Pakistan”
that jihadi groups fighting in

Jihadi groups: alive and killing -

Jammu and Kashmir “have con-
tinued to train men and infil-

Control.

Close links

A study of Pakistan’s recent
crackdown on terror also illus-
trates another disturbing devel-
opment the close links
between Islamists fighting in Af-
ghanistan and West Asia, groups
Pakistan opposes, and those op-
erating in Jammu and Kashmir,
which Pakistan not-so-secretly
endorses. Weeks after Mr. So-
hail's story of arrest, Pakistani
authorities detained two key fig-
ures in Pakistan’s jihad appara-
tus, HuM’s Fazl-ur-Rahman
Khalil and Qari Saifuliah Akhtar,
the head of its sister organisa-
tion, the Harkat-ul-Jihad-al-Is-
lami (Huj1). Both organisations
were founded with cash and
guns paid for by the U.S,, in the
course of the jihad against the
Soviet Union in Afghanistan.
Soon after the end of that cam-
paign, HuJI and HuM merged to
form the Harkat-ul-Ansar,
which for a while became
among the most dreaded orga-
nisations in Jammu and Kash-
mir.

In 1997, the al-Faran, a Har-
kat-ul-Ansar front organisation,
kidnapped and killed five U.S.
and European nationals in Jam-
mu and Kashmir. The interna-
tional outrage over the killing,
and feuds over cash and influ-

Indian authorities have pointed to a

trate them” across the Line of renewed offensive of cross-border infiltration

and argued that this would not be possible
without official Pakistani patronage.

ence, led Mr. Khalil and Mr. Ak-
htar to split again. An abortive
reconciliation attempt was
made by Maulana Masood Az-
har, the ultra-right cleric and
terrorist, eventually released
from an Indian jail in the course
of the Indian Airlines flight
IC-814 hostages-for-prisoners
swap.

Mr. Khalil's HuM, meanwhile,

" became a founding member of

the International Islamic Front
in February 1998. That year, a
HuM training camp in Afghan-
istan was bombed by the U.S. in
an effort to target Osama bin La-
den for his alleged role in the
bombings of that country’s em-
bassies in  Nairobi and
Dar-es-Salaam.

Despite this action, no real
pressure seems to have been
mounted on Pakistan to do
something about Mr. Khalil
himself. Some experts attribute
this to the proximity of groups
like HuM and HuJl to the mil-
itary establishment in Pakistan.
In 1995, General Abdul Waheed
Kakkar, Pakistan’s then Army
Chief, discovered that several
officers were planning a coup
against Prime Minister Benazir

Bhutto, intending to declare an
Islamic Caliphate. Major-Gen-
eral Zahir-ul-Islam Abbasi, who
served as an intelligence official
at Pakistan’s High Commission
in New Delhi in the late 1980s,
and several mid-ranking officers
were court-martialled. Although
Mr. Akhtar was held for his links
with the plot, he was released.
Soon after seizing power in Oc-
tober 1999, Pervez Musharraf
released General Abbasi.

The wheel turned after HuM
forces directly engaged the U.S.
military in Afghanistan from Oc-
tober 2001. Mr. Akhtar fled to
Saudi Arabia and then on to Du-
bai. HuJl, however, escaped the
ban imposed by General Mush-
arraf after the India-Pakistan
near-war of 2001-2002. It was
only after the twin assassination
attempts on the Pakistan Presi-
dent last year — the conse-
quence of General Musharraf’s
pro-U.S. position — that the re-
lationship soured. HuM fared
just as well as HuJl until this
time. Although the organisation
was banned, Mr. Sohail’s testi-
mony shows its renamed ver-
sion operated with considerable
impunity. Much the same, of

course, was true of other orga-
nisations banned in the wake of
the 2001-2002 military crisis,
such as the Lashkar-e-Taiba and
the Jaish-e-Mohammad.

Unfortunately, nothing
seems to have been learned
from this experience in either Is-
lamabad or Washington. Efforts
have been made, for exampile, to
shield the Jammu and Kashmir
part of HuJI operations from the
ongoing crackdown on the orga-
nisation. Pakistani authorities
are believed to have released its
Muzaffarabad-based operation-
al commander, Mohammad II-
lyas Kashmiri, who was
detained some time ago on ter-
rorism-related charges. HuM,
for its part, also remains a cred-
ible force. On QOctober 12, for ex-
ample, HuM cadre executed a
well-known Congress worker,
Liagat Ali Khan, near the Gan-
doh area of Doda district, on the
border between Jammu and
Kashmir and Himachal Pradesh.
Khan had been kidnapped a
month earlier after he refused to
allow a local HuM commander
marry Rashida Bano, daughter
of a relative.

Two-track handling

What makes Western policy
on Pakistan's two-track hand-
ling of jihadi groups all the more
inexplicable is that the link be-
tween organisations such as the
LeT and the Al Qaeda are well
documented. The Al Qaeda op-

erational chief, Abu Zubeidah,
for example, was arrested from a
LeT safe house in Faislabad in
March 2002. Such linkages, the
recently-released report of the
official U.S. commissionon 9/11
noted, may have been key to the
outrage. Noting that the alleged
architect of the outrage, Khalid
Sheikh Mohammad, operated
from Karachi, the report observ-
es that “almost all the 9/11 at-
tackers travelled the
north-south nexus of
Kandahar-Quetta-Karachi.”

A large volume of Pakistani
and Western media reports also
affirm that camps run for state-
approved terrorism in Jammu
and Kashmir are being used to
train forces fighting the U.S. in
Afghanistan as well. Writing in
The Observer earlier this month,
journalists Jason Burke, Paul
Harris and Martin Bright report-
ed on the “increasing coopera-
tion between different militant
groups”. “Until recently,” they
noted, “Pakistani militants
fighting in Kashmir rarely coop-
erated with Arab militants dedi-
cated to a ‘global jihad'.
Increasingly, the same phenom-
enon has been noticed else-
where.” Muhammad Khan, an
alleged Al Qaeda operative who
was persuaded to work as a dou-
ble agent by Pakistan's Inter-
Services Intelligence, is believed
to have had contacts in the U.S.,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Pakistan,
Bangladesh — and India.

The bottom line seems to be
this: faced with an election, the
administration of George W.
Bush will not jeopardise what
counter-terror cooperation it
does get from Pakistan by push-
ing a more principled line. In
Pakistan on official business last
month, the U.S. Deputy Secre-
tary of State, Richard Armitage,
admitted that not all training
camps run for the jihad in Jam-
mu and Kashmir had been
closed down. He also urged Pa-
kistan to terminate the use of its
territory for Taliban and Al Qae-
da attacks into Afghanistan. Yet
the U.S. has been unwilling to
pressure Pakistan to crack down
on all jihadi groups. Mr. Say-
eed’s case is particularly in-
structive. Despite members of
his organisation being discov-
ered in Iraq, and his making ex-
press threats to raise cadre to
fight there, the LeT head re-
mains free to recruit personnel
and raise funds.

Terrorism consists of two
simple things: the intention to
carry out an act of terror, and
the ability to do so. U.S. inter-
vention has focussed on using
the Pakistani miljtary establish-
ment to turn the gun away from
its own head — but not on ac-
tually taking the gun away. Yet
Mr. Sohail’s story has shown
once again that as long as some-
one has a gun, he ultimately
chooses where to point it. —
B.S.
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Jammu and Kashmir Houses
o\ adjourned sine die s

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, AUG. 28. Both Houses
of the Jammu and Kashmir Leg-
islature were adjourned sine die
today after a brief but stormy
session over the controversial
Permanent Residents’ (Disqual-
ification) Bill that was defeated
yesterday. However, the Oppo-
siton National Conference
vowed to continue the struggle
to bring back the Bill in its origi-
nal form and announced to
move a no confidence motion
against the Speaker, Tara
Chand.

The Assembly, which met
here today again, witnessed up-
roarious scenes as the Opposi-
tion members accused Mr.
Chand of playing a partisan role
while dealing with the Bill. Pro-
ceedings were disrupted, in
spite of repeated pleas from Mr.
Chand, who adjourned the
House sine die.

He expressed displeasure at
the Opposition’s attitude and
said that given the importance
of the Bill and the persistent de-

vmand from them (National

Conference members), he sus-
pended the rules and allowed
discussion on it. The Opposi-
tion did not allow the House to
function, he said, adding that
“the Bill was put to vote and
since it did not get the required
two-thirds support it fell.”

The Legislative Council was
also adjourned sine die.

‘Tllegal’

The National Conference, on
its part, did not agree with Mr.
Chand and said that whatever
“he has done is illegal and
unconstitutional.” -

‘“He has acted like a Congress
Speaker and we did not expect
that in spite of our coopera-
tion,” said Abdur Raheem Rath-
er, party leader in the House. He
also questioned Mr. Chand’s
decision to adjourn the House
sine die saying “‘he has no pow-
ers to do so0.”

“The issue is still alive and we
will continue the struggle as it
concerns the identity of the
State.”

Seeking to clarify the miscon-
ceptions over the Bill, he said

that it was unfortupate as ‘it °
was wrongly projected as a Bill
against women when it only
deals with their domicile sta-
tus.”

His party would try to evolve
a consensus over the Bill at the
national level and not ““let down
our own people who feel humil-
iated with the iliegal defeat of
the Bill.”

To consult experts

Mr. Rather said that his party
would consult legal and consti-
tutional experts to chailenge the
“illegal fall” of the Bill. “De-
mocracy has been murdered in
Kashmir and we will not be si-
lent spectators.”

‘No threat’

The Deputy Chief Minister,
Mangat Ram Sharma, said that
there was no threat to the coali-
tion Government following its
differences over the Bill. “The
bitterness we had yesterday
died with its fall,” he said. “We
will continue to work towards
the development of the State,”

Mr. Sharma said.
/ |

By Luv Puri

JAMMU, AUG. 28. Women in the
old lanes of Jammu
celebrated the defeat of the
Permanent Resident
Disqualification Bill, 2004.
The Bill was defeated by a
voice vote in the Jammu
and Kashmir Assembly on
Friday.

Women groups had been
opposing this Bill, as it
sought to deprive women of
the right to remain a State
subject, pursue education,
take up employment and
inherit property once they
marry a non-permanent
resident.

The president of the
Jammu and Kashmir
chapter of the Kasturba
Gandhi Trust, Lalita Nagar,
said: “The rejection of the
‘archaic’ Bill is a victory for
all those who believe in
democracy. The Bill, if
passed, would have posed
social problems for the

- State.”

Sohail Kazmi, editor of
the Urdu daily Taskeen, said:
“In principle, no religion
including Islam denies
women their basic rights. It
is wrong to bring in
legislation that displays
gender inequality. It is
regressive to base the State's

Women in Jammu
celebrate fall of Bill

identity by discriminating
vis-a-vis its women.”

Resident certificate

Besides Indian
citizenship, a Permanent
Resident Certificate (PRC) is
an essential document for
day-to-day affairs in the
State and it is given to
people whose ancestors
lived in the State for at least
10 years before May 14,
1954. Only those with the
PRS can buy property, get
employment in the State
and are entitled for other
privileges.

The Bill was first
introduced by the State Law
Minister, Muzaffar Hussien
Beig, on February 21 and it
sought to amend Section 9
of the J&K Constitution.
(The State has its own
Constitutioh.) According to
the Bill, a woman of the
State on marriage outside
will lose her PRC.

Even after 22 months of
the historic ruling of the
J&K High Court, the State
Revenue Department
continues to give the PRC to
women with a clause, “valid
tili marriage.”

Several women groups
and political parties have
termed this as a contempt
of court.

LI

a

Court ruling

On October 7, 2002, the
Jammu and Kashmir High
Court, by a majority
opinion, held that a
daughter of a permanent
resident marrying a non-
permanent resident would
not lose the status of
permanent resident of the
State. The court
underscored the need to
maintain the spirit of the
State Constitution under
Section 10 which laid down
that permanent residents
had all the rights ‘
guaranteed to them under
the Constitution of India
which provided no room for
gender inequality. So no
woman of the State
marrying outside could be
legally denied her right to
retain the PRC.

A senior State revenue
official said: “We cannot
deny anybody the right to
retain the PRC but we have
to get the necessary writtet/
direction from the State Law
Ministry in this regard.”

The Jammu and Kashmir
Panthers Party chief, Bhim
Singh, has threatened that
he would move the court if
any woman is denied the
PRC on the ground of her
marriage outside the State

29 UG 20
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JAMMU, Aug. 23. — The
Jammu and Kashmir Leg-
islative Council today wit-
nessed clashes over the
controversial women’s Bill.
The members of Treasury
and Opposition benches
threw chairs, tables, paper
missiles and microphones
on each other. In the lower
house, the Opposition Na-
tional Conference legisla-
tors did not allow chief
minister Mr Mufti Mo-
hammed Sayeed to make a
statement on the Bill and
forced the adjournment of
the Assembly for the day.

The trouble erupted
during question hour in
the upper house when
Panther’s Party member
Prof. Bhim Singh and rul-
ing alliance minister Mr
Guru Ram used unparlia-
mentary language. NC leg-
islators, who were already
in the well of the House
protesting against the coa-
lition for what they called
sabotaging the women’s
Bill, reacted angrily and
disrupted the proceedings
of the House by throwing
the stationery. Some even
threw tables and chairs.
This triggered a clash be-
tween the ruling and Op-
position benches. Howev-
er, timely action by the
watch and ward staff pre-
vented the situation from
taking an ugly turn.

The lower house too
witnessed uproarious
scenes. ‘

The leader of the Oppo-

sition moved an adjourn-
ment motion demanding
that all other business in
the House be adjourned
and the issue of the Bill be
taken up first. Subse-
quently, the Speaker, Mr
Tara Chand, asked the sec-
retary of the lower house,
Mohammed Igbal Ganai
to table the report on the
Bill in the Assembly. The
secretary said that the Per-
manent Residence (Dis-
qualification) Bill passed
by the Assembly on 5
March has not been
passed by the Council.
(The Bill lapsed as the
Council failed to take a
decision within the re-

“Clash in J&K House

TURNING THE TABLE: Legislators throw chairs inside the Jammu and Kashmir Legislative Council.

In Srinagar on Monday. — PT!

quired three months).

After the secretary’s re-
port, Mr Sayeed wanted to
make a statement on the
Bill. But Opposition NC
legislators did not allow
him to do so. Amid the
pandemonium, the Speak-
er adjourned the House
for the day.

Seven killed in J&K

Two Hizbul Mujahideen
militants and a special
police officer were among
seven persons killed and
nine others injured in sepa-
rate incidents in J&K, PTI
adds from Srinagar.

Security forces also

averted a tragedy with the
timely detection of a pow-
erful IED on Srinagar-
Jammu National Highway
today.

Central Reserve Police
Force personnel detected
a powerful IED at lower
Munda near Qazigund, 80
km from here on Srinagar-
Jammu National Highway,
this morning, the sources
said.

The IED was neu-
tralised around 10.20 am,
they said, adding the
explosive was planted by
militants apparently to tar-
get security vehicles, which
ply in large numbers on
the route.
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Our Political Bureau
NEW DELH! 8 AUGUST

the Manmohan Singh gov-

ermment, a serving bureau-
crat and Union textile secretary-
designate, Mr Wajahat Habibul-
lah, has said the US could play
the fadilitator in solving the Jam-
mu and Kashmir issue.

This stand of the bureaucrat is
in conflict with New Delhi's po-
sition that J&K issue is a bilater-
al issue and that there is no
scope for third party mediation.

Mr Habibullah, a J&K cadre
1AS officer, who will shortly
complete his scholarship with
the United States Institute of
Peace (USIP), has said in a spe-
cial report that most Kashmiris
regard the US as an honest bro-
ker, an opinion rarely held in
Muslim countries in the after-
mathof9/11.

“This view has also been ex-
pressed repeatedly in private by
several members of the sepa-
ratist Jeadership. In fact, Kash-
miris credit all positive develop-
ments inthe region over the past
five years to efforts made by the
US ... given the deep mistrust
that Kashmiris have of India and

I Namajorembarrassment for

their growing mistrust of Pak-
istan, the United Stajes might
find it advantageous o cultivate
its positive imag¢ (especially
now that thisi

to fray because of Iraq),”
Habibullah said in his report.

Mr Habibullah told a news
agency that his views on the re-
port were not those of the Gov-
ernment of India or of the USIP
but his own as a research fellow
in the USIP. The controversial
report coincided with a directive
from Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh tojoint secretary-lev-
el offidials, not to take up con-
sultancy jobs abroad.

_Govtofficial bac s US
role in solving J&K issue

Bureaucrat's Stand Major Embarrassment For Centre

In his 18-page report titled
The Political Economy of the
Kashmir Conflict: Opportuni-
ties For Economic Peace-build-
ing and the US Policy, Mr
Habibullah has suggested wide-
ranging measures for solving
the Kashmir issue, which in-
cludes modernisation of Pak-
istani armed forces to securing
foreign investment for the eco-
nomic revitalisation of the mili-
tancy-tormn state.

“To date, all attempts by ei-
ther India or Pakistan to use
means to assert their authority
throughout Jammu and Kash-
mir have only reinforced Kash-
miris’ sense of separateness, by
nurturing the idea among
Kashmiris that they are not in
control of their own livelihoods
and that their government
seeks only to exploit them,” he
said in the report.

“As most of India moves to-
ward greater openness in the
world arena, Jammu and Kash-
mir remains closed. There have
been calls, including some from
within the US, for India to accel-
erate the opening of its econo-
my. However, no one thus far
has asked specifically for the
state’s economy to be opened.




~Geelani

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, AUG. 7. Syed Ali Shah
Geelani, head of the hardline
faction of the Hurriyat Confer-
ence, today launched his own
party and named it Tehreek-e-
Hurriyat-e-Kashmir (Movement
for Freedom of Kashmir).

He vowed to continue the on-
going struggle for implementing
the United Nations resolutions
on Kashmir and said he would
draw inspiration from Islam
rather than secularism, social-
ism or communism.

At a news conference here,
Mr. Geelani who had the sup-
port of his parent organisation,
Jamat-e-Islami, to float his par-
ty, said: “We will continue our
struggle gracefully, peacefully
and without brick-batting or
even raising provocative slo-
gans.” :

Reiterating that the Hurriyat
faction he was leading was the
“real one,” he said: “We are not
going anywhere but yes,- our
doors are open for others.”

He indicated that he was
ready to mend fences with the
moderate Hurriyat if they chose
to join him.

“Tehreek’s constitution man-
dates us to struggle for the right
to self-determination. In case of

a plebiscite, we will accept the:

majority decision. But we do be-
lieve that trilateral talks could

Q

P i

Senior separatist leader Syed All Geelani addressing a press
conference at his residence In Srinagar, on Saturday. — AP

be a second alternative but for
that, India must accept the dis-
puted status of the Kashmir is-
sue,” he said.

‘No change in stand’

Commenting on the dialogue
process, Mr. Geelani expressed
dissatisfaction over the two
rounds of talks between New
Delhi and the Kashmiri groups
and said: “My position is that
India has not changed her posi-
tion on Kashmir. Had that been
a reality, they would have with-
drawn the 1995 resolution that
termed J&K an integral part of

HE HIDUS T A0y A

%
floats new party

India. India must send troops to
barracks, roll back all the legis-
lations that offer them impunity
and accept Kashmir as a disput-
ed state,” he said, adding that
while India and Pakistan were
apparently talking, “we in J&K
do not observe any kind of re-
lief.”

The ad-hoc body of the new
party has Mr. Geelani as the
chairman and Mohammad Ash-
raf Sehrai as the deputy chair-
man.

They were elected by a 12-
member group, mostly the ba-
sic members of the Jamat.
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~ Ansari exits,
Mirwaiz enters
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OUR BUREAU

New Delhi/ Srinagar, July 7:
The Hurriyat Conference chair-
man today stepped down and ap-
pointed Mirwaiz Umer Farooq
the separatist conglomerate’s in-
terim head.

Maulana Abbas Ansari quit
the post at ameeting of the Hurr-
iyat’s executive council in Srina-
gar and requested the Mirwaiz,
its founder chairman, to take
over.

Ansari also urged him to est-
ablish contact with all executive
council members to restore the
conglomerate that split in Septe-
mber when hardliner Syed Ali
Shah Geelani walked out soon af-
ter Ansari’s election.

Geelani had accused the Hur-
riyat leadership of not running
an effective anti-poll campaign
in 2002.

The Hurriyat announced tod-
ay’s decision in a statement after
an hourlong executive meeting.
Elections for a new chairman
would be held once the unity
process was completed, it said.

There was, however, no men-
tion of the third round of talks
with the Centre, which was sup-
posed to be the main agenda of
today’s meeting. The statement
simply said the Hurriyat would
continue the process of talks wi-
th the governments of India and
Pakistan to find an amicable so-
lution to the Kashmir issue.

Asthe man who led the Hurr-
iyat to the negotiating table this
January stepped down, there we-
re indications that the change in
guard could help build credibili-
ty into its talks with the Centre.

Delhi is not losing sleep over
the development, which a senior
government official suggested
had gone along expected lines.
“That Maulana Abbas Ansari
was going to step down was clear
early in May when he offered to
quit if it helped unite the Hur-
riyat,” the official said. “It is not
surprising he actually did.”

Ansari had been under some

THE TLLESkATH

Mirwaiz: New man in

pressure from within to make
way for the Mirwaiz. “Unlike
Ansari, Farooq is a more accept-
able face in Kashmir as he is also
the Valley’s spiritual leader,” a
home ministry official said.

Besides, it was felt that the
Mirwaiz — the only leader in the
Hurriyat with a mass following
—had greater credibility both in
Kashmir and abroad as a leader
of Kashmiris.

Also playing a crucial role
was the Mirwaiz’s greater acce-
ptability in Pakistan as a Hurri-
yat leader. An official hinted that
Islamabad had suggested to him
to take on the responsibility wh-
en he met Pakistan foreign secre-
tary Riaz Khokar on his recent
visit to Delhi.

Sources suggest there were
concerns in the Ansari-led Hur-
riyat that its recognition as the
representative body of Kashmi-
ris was on the wane internation-
ally. An indication was the deci-
sion of the Organisation of Isla-
mic Conference’s secretariat to
send an invitation to the Geela-
ni-led Hurriyat faction to attend
a two-day meeting of foreign mi-
nisters in Istanbul recently.

Home ministry officials sug-
gest that Ansari’s stepping down
could be the precursor to a reor-
ganisation within Kashmiri sep-
aratist organisations.
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India, Pakistan Sign Joint Agreement On-Crucial Issue Of Nuclear CBMs

Talks fail to

Our Political Bureau
T NEWDELHI 28 JUNE

HE foreign secretary-level
Tdeliberations between In-
dia and Pakistan on Mon-
day concluded with no progress
on the vexed Kashmir issue. The
joint agreement signed at the end
of the deliberations covered the
same ground set out during the
previous engagement but with
the significant addition of nuclear
CBM. India can, however, draw
consolation from the fact that it
got the Pakistani side to recall its
counter-terror commitment.
The two-day discussions be-
tween delegations led by foreign
secretary Shashank and his Pak-
istani counterpart Riaz Khokar,

which wa(vz eraga o{f six

years, produced the joint state-
ment which, bestdes endorsing a
few of the decisions that were
being expected, agreed to con-
tinue with a sustained engage-
ment to “find a negotiated settle-
ment” to the J&K issue.

The joint statement, however,
avoided specifics on confidence
building measures, an indication
that differences persisted and
much ground was to be covered
when the individual issues were
discussed at the micro level.
There was no reference of the
Muzaffarabad-Srinagar bus link
orthe Munabao-Khokrapar link.
Both sides admitted that several
ideas and proposals had been laid
on the table but the issues had

been left for the techmcal experts
to deal with in future meetings.

Among the decisions agreed
upon on Monday were the im-
mediate restoration of the
strengths of respective high com-
missions to original level of 110
and release of all apprehended
fishermen in each other’s cus-
tody at the earliest.

It was also agreed in principle
to re-establish consulates in
Mumbai and Karachi besides
taking steps for early release of
civilian prisoners. The two sides
proposed a comprehensive
framework for conventional
CBMs. Both sides also agreed to
conclude an agreement aimed at
institutionalising a mechanism
to notify each other before con-

resolve J&K issue

ducting missile test flights.

That the road ahead was
strewn with unpredictables was '
evident when the Pakistani
spokesperson Masood Khan
maintained that a mechanism
would have to be found, at some
stage, to involve the people of
Kashmir in the dialogue process.
“But as of now there is no such
mechanism. But as you go down
the slope of dialogue and confi-
dence building, you can come up
with a mechanism if there is the
requisite goodwill, understand-
ing and momentum,” he said.

On finding a solution to the
Jammu & Kashmirissue, he said:
“What satisfies Pakistan will ulti- |
mately satisfy the Kashmiris.
That's the simple answer.”



12 killed in Kashmir blo

Masood Hussain
SRINAGAR 26 JUNE

OR the first time after the
F Hill Kakka operations, sus-
pected militants attacked
families of Village Defence Com-
mittee (VDC) up in the mountain
and killed 12 persons. They in-
cluded 6 VDC members, five mi-
nors and a woman. Of the eight
left wounded, one with serious
injuries, was airlifted to Jammu.
PL. Gupta, IGP Jammu said
though the VDCs were well-
equipped, the absence of massive
security presence might have
helped militants to resort to the
massacre. Late last year, security
forces operating in the area were
relocated and VDCs were consti-
tuted. The relocation became in-
evitable in view of intelligence re-
ports about militant movement
in neighbouring belts, he added.

According to Gupta, the tar-
geted VDC was constituted seven
months ago. Based at Mardhar
village, which falls under the ju-
risdiction of Poonch’s Surankote
police station, this all-Mulsim
VDC would operate in and
around the village. “Though they
had no major encounter with
militants, their presence did keep
them faraway”, one police officer
from Poonch said. Almost all the
members are herdsmen.

Recently, the families decided
to take their herds to the moun-
tain pastures. “They were barely
four to five kilometres from their
base in Helikatha pastures when
their dhoka’s (sumer shelters)
were attacked in the middle of the
night”, Gupta said. Of the 11 slain
persons, one was woman. Eight
women were also wounded.

Gupta said he is not in a posi-
tion to tell why the VDCs did not

react unmedlately e peaa ly
when they were “fairly well-
equipped”. “My officers have
gone to the spot though I person-
ally could not fly because of the
inclement weather”, he said. The
wounded admitted to the hospi-
tals are not in a position to reveal
the details.

This is the first major militant
attack in the area after the Romeo
Fore, a division of the Rashtriya
Rifles, launched the Operation
Sarp Vinash in the Hill Kakka
areaon April 21, 2003. Covering
an area of over 150 square kilo-
meters in the Pir Panchal range of
mountains, a total of 65 militants
were killed so far.

After destroying over 92
bunkers, 79 major war-like
weapons were recovered. Priorto
the launching of the operation,
the troops set up three helipads
and laid 20 kms of mule-track.

Vodﬁath

Iaw diesin
mosque clash

Srlnagar

26 JUNE

TWO militants and an Army
. Jawan were killed and an officer
lnjured in the ongomg operation
inside a mosque in Litter village
of the Pulwama district, about 70
km from Srinagar, where an un-
specified number of militants
have taken shelter, official
sources said.

They said 60 civilians includ-
ing 40 women trapped inside the
mosque were rescued by the se-
curity forces. Militants took shel-
ter in the mosque as security
forces launched massive house-
to-house searches to r%/l

the gunmen.
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Two militants killed

3 JAMMU: Security forces gunned down
two militants in an encounter in Rajouri dis-
trict of Jammu and Kashmir in which an
Armyjawan and a Special Police Officer
were also injured. Police and security forces
launched a joint operation in Kandi area on
Wednesday killing the militants. The in-
juredjawan and the SPOwere rushed to
hospital, official sources said on Thursday.
Meanwhile, the Army took into custody
seven more Bangladesh nationalsin R.S.
Pura sector on Wednesday when theywere
trying to cross the border, the sources said.

No trace of kidnapped persons

1 SRINAGAR: The fate of the four kid-
napped persons, including An engineer
working on the rail link to Kashmir, was not
known amid unconfirmed reportson
Thursday that the abductors hadlet off one’
of them. Local contractor Farooq Ahmad
Kuchay wasreleased late on Wednesday
night'at Barsoo in Awantipora area of
South Kashmir’s Pulwama district, accord-
ing tounconfirmed reports. However,
Kuchay wassstill untraceable and a police
team had been rushed to Barsoo to verify
the reports, official sources said here today.

4 killed, 38 hurt in road mishaps
B JAMMU: An Army major was among
four persons killed and 38 injured in sepa-
rate road mishaps in J-K since Wednesday
night, sources said on Thursday. One per-
sonwas killed and 34 injured when a vehicle
carrying a marriage party fell into a gorge in
Kishtwar tehsil of Doda on Thursday. Ina
separate accident, Army Major Rajiv
Sharma was killed and three injured when
their vehicle collided with a truck in Jammu
on Wednesday night. In another collision
between two vehicles in Jammu on
Wednesday night, one person was kllled
and another wounded.

Bombs recovered in Doda

B JAMMU: Security forces on Thursday
foiled militants’ plan to trigger blasts along
the Jammu-Srinagar national highway by
recovering explosive material, including six
high power bombs, in Doda district, sources
said. —PTI

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JAMMU/NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

HE ruling PDP-Con-

- gress coalition in Jammu

and Kashmir appeared

to be set on a collision

course over the Amarnath Yatra’s

tenure, with four Congress Minis-

ters resigning today and Deputy

CM Mangat Ram Sharma ques-

tioning the “attitude” of Chief Min-
ister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed.

As the four ministers sent in

their resignations to state Congress

. e ngeg ‘Q&N’*ﬁg@
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gggmg:;%’gm’;% Sadhus and Bajrang Dal activists stage a demonstration agalnst
Sharma arrived in Delhi to meet, JK Chief Minister Mufti Mohd Sayeed, in Bhopal on Thursday
oy . demanding the extension of the Amarnath yatra duration. PT/

the party high command to discuss
the development. and Sports Yogesh Sawhney, Min-  the ministers submitted their pa-

The Congress leaders who re- - ister of State for Tourism Jugal  persin protest against Sayeed’s de-
signed today are Minister of State ~ Kishore and Minlister of State for  cision to restrict the annual pilgrim-
for Consumer Affairs Raman- Revenue RameshSharma. . age to one month without taking
Bhalla, Minister of State for Youth All hailing from Jammu region,

The Deputy Chief Minister,
who also belongs to the Congress
and hails from Jammu region, said
in New Delhi that the decision to
limit the yatra duration to one
month was that of the CM “individ-
ually” and not of the government.

He said the sensitive matter
should have been discussed in the
Cabinet before any decision was
taken. On the Amarnath Yatra, the
government did not care to take
the Congress into confidence and
ignored the sentiments of a num-

- ber of Hindu organisations de-

manding extension of yatra from
one month to two rnonths the
ministers said.

They also alleged that though
the paity has a majority of MLAs in
the present dispensation in the
state, yet important portfolios had

" been atlotted by the Chief Minister

to the People’s Democratic Party. .

the Congress into confidence.

Pak invites moderate Hurrlyat for talks

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, JUNE 24 Mirwaiz would talk to
, chairman Ansari and

IN AN attempt to break the ice . Y
with the moderate Hurriyat Con- senior leader Abdlﬂ
ference, Pakistan High Commis- Gani Bhat before
sioner Aziz Ahmed Khan along . . A
with his deputy met senior amal- taklng any decision
gam leader Mirwaiz Umer Farooq ——
and invited him for talks with visit- Aziz and his deputy Munawar The two diplomats had sought
ing Foreign Secretary Riaz Khokar ~ Bhatti drove to the Mirwaiz’s resi- ~ ameeting with the Mirwaiz for of-
this weekend. dence in South Delhiand helddis- ~ fering condolences for the death

The move comes as a rebuff for
hardliner Syed Ali Shah Geelani,
who had been claiming all along
that Pakistani officials had only in-
vited him for talks with Khokar.

cussions about the present situa-
tion in Kashmir besides requesting
him to meet Khokar during his
two-day stay in Delhi beginning
from Saturday.

of his uncle Maulvi Mushtaq, who
was killed by militants last month.

Aziz and Bhatti, who'had faced
hard times with the moderate Hur-

riyat Conference led by M:

Abbas Ansari for Pakistan’s deci-
sion to side with the Geelani fac-
tion, have also appreciated their
moves for finding a lasting solution
through talks to the Kashmir issue.

It was not immediately clear
whether Mirwaiz, who is here to
mourn the death of the 29-year-old
son of Jammu and Kashmir Demo-
cratic Front chairman Bushan
Bazaz, had accepted Pakistan’s
nvitation.

Hurriyat Conference sources
said the Mirwaiz would taik to se-
nior leaders including Abdul Gani
Bhat and chairman Ansari before
taking a decision.

J-K separatists
excited over EU
view on talks

MUFTI ISLAH
SRINAGAR, JUNE 24

THE European Union parliamentary
delegation, which ended its three-day tour of
Jammu and Kashmir today, has given the
separatist camp reasons to cheer by endors-
ing, for the first time by any influential _
group, their stand for tripartite talks.

John Cushnahan, head of the EU team,
described Kashmir as an “issue” whose so-
lution could be found by engaging govemn-
ments of India, Pakistan and representatives
of the people of Kashmir. He termed Kash-
mir a social “conflict” and said any delay to
find a solution would further worsen the
miseries of the people.

These remarks have come as a pleasant
surprise for separatist leaders like hardliner
Syed Ali Shah Geelani, Mohammad Yasin
Malik and Shabir Ahmad Shah, as no for-
gign delegation has gone so far as to chal-
lenge India’s argument on Kashmir. The
moderate group headed by Maulana Abbas
Ansariis also jubilant over EU’s position.

A strong votary of tripartite talks, Gee-
lani has always demanded that India should
withdraw all resolutions on Kashmir in Par-
liament before any talks can begin with New
Delhi. “It is a win-win situation for us. They
(EU) have endorsed our stand,” said Gee- |l
lani. JKLF chairman Mohammed Yasin |
Malik said the EU endorsement was a vin-
dication of his party’s stand. Hurriyat Con-
ference leader Abdul Gani Bhat also told
mediapersons that Kashmir hasbeen recog-
nised as problem of the world.

John Cushnahan, head of the EU team,
talks to Abdul Gani Bhat of the Hurrlyat
Conference on Thursday. Reuters




~rTowards CBMs on Kashmir

7/% (0 By C. Raja Mohan

WASHINGTON, JUNE 23. As India and Pakistan
prepare to sound each other out on the sen-
sitive subject of Jammu and Kashmir, a se-
ries of confidence-building measures
relating to the divided state could help raise
the political comfort level in both the cap-
itals.

The sustainability of the dialogue be-
tween India and Pakistan hinges on their
ability to address what they consider the
core issues — cross-border violence for In-
dia and the Kashmir question for Pakistan.

A series of reciprocal actions, in the form
of CBMs, could generate the right condi-
tions for a substantive negotiation on Kash-
mir and the normalisation of bilateral
relations.

A unilateral ceasefire by India against the
militancy inside Kashmir might provide the
much-needed shot in the arm for the dis-
cussions on the subject next week.

India had initiated such a ceasefire in
November 2000, but called it off in May
2001. It was then somewhat inelegantly
called the “non-initiation of combat oper-
ations” against the insurgents in Kashmir.

Sections of the establishment would not
want to stop the anti-militancy operations,
now in top gear. But India cannot see the
problem of terrorism in Kashmir in military
terms alone. It needs a political approach as
well.

A renewal of the internal ceasefire in
Kashmir would nicely complement an ex-
ternal one now in place along the interna-
tional border and the Line of Control in the
State since late last year.

The framework for the current peace
process unveiled at Islamabad in January
rests on a tripod. Its three legs are the Pakis-
tani commitment to end cross-border vio-
lence, the Indian willingness to negotiate
on Kashmir, and the normalisation of rela-

tions across a broad front. Both sides un- -

derstand that lack of progress on what they
see as the core issue will lead to a rapid
diminution of political support for the
peace process on the other side.

At these talks Pakistan will be looking for
signals from India on a seriousness of in-
tent to discuss the Kashmir question. India,
on the other hand, will want credible assur-
ances that levels of violence in Kashmir will
remain low.

The ability of both sides to sustain the
productive engagement on Kashmir and
cross-border terrorism lies not only in what
they do at the talks but also outside them.

NEWS ANALYSIS

The power of unilateral actions in India-
Pakistan diplomacy was demonstrated on
the question of a ceasefire along the LoC in
Jammu and Kashmir. Over the last few
years, whenever one side proposed it, the
other side rejected it. A recommendation
from the Anglo-American powers some
time ago, was also dismissed because it
came from outside. But when Pakistan, last
November, announced that it was unilater-
ally implementing the ceasefire, it met with
a similar response from India.

In order to create the conditions for a
dialogue, Pakistan had promised to curb
cross-border infiltration in recent months.
India has acknowledged that Pakistan has
kept its word. India must now reciprocate
with its own political gestures on Kashmir.

Besides a renewed ceasefire, India could
also examine a reduction in the level of
troop deployment in Kashmir. At a recent
conference in Islamabad, senior officials
suggested that an Indian move to confine
the security forces to their barracks in Kash-
mir would be seen as a welcome confi-
dence-building measure.

New Delhi has always said the level of
forces in Kashmir was determined by the
scale and scope of terrorism in Kashmir. If
there was no violence in Kashmir, in fact,
there was no need to keep so many troops
in the State.

With Pakistan reducing the cross-border
infiltration and a fence almost complete in
the State, India is in a good position to con-
sider a change in the disposition of troops
inside Kashmir.

Both are reversible actions. Therefore,
the risk inherent in a troop reduction is not
one that India cannot afford at this
juncture.

India could also consider the question of
releasing a larger number of political pris-
oners in Jammu and Kashmir. Some have
already been released earlier this year as
part of creating a positive political atmo-
sphere for the talks with the leaders of the
Hurriyat.

While acting on its own to improve the
political conditions in Kashmir, India
would naturally expect similar unilateral
gestures from the Pakistani side.

These relate to dismantling of the infras-
tructure of terrorism across the border and
a withdrawal of the militants already inside
Kashmir. India would also like to see a more
positive attitude in Islamabad towards pro-
moting greater people-to-people contact in
the divided State.

India has been keen on getting the pro-
posed bus service between Srinagar and
Muzaffarabad going. But negotiations with
Pakistan are yet to begin.

A readiness on both sides to experiment
with unilateral measures on Kashmir could
launch the two nations into a virtuous circle
of reciprocal actions — one good step be-
gets another from across the border. With-
out such a string of actions in Kashmir, the
current fragile peace process could begin to
unravel sooner than later.
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Shah put under
house arrest "

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA and Budgam to panicipati\x

SRINAGAR, JUNE 8 the funeral procession of two
militants there,” Shah added.

“Itis the duty of every Mus-

OLICE on Thesday
P placed under house ar-

rest leader of the break-
away faction of the Hurriyat,
Syed Ali Shah Geelani and De-
mocratic Freedom Party chief
Shabir Ahmad Shah.

Police took position outside
the house of Geelani at Hyder-
para, informing him that he
was placed under house arrest
and wouldn’t be allowed to
move out, police sources said,
adding, his telephone connec-
tionwas also snapped.

Police was also deployed at
Shah’s Rawalpora residence
and he, too, was not allowed to
move out, sourcessaid.

Criticising the police action,
Shah said he was planning to
visit Jama Masjid to participate
in the Nimaz-e-Jinazah of
Maulvi Mushtaq Ahmed, the
Awami Action Committee
leader and Hurriyat - leader

lim to participate in funeral
prayers, and restricting them
from doing their religious duty
is a direct interference in one’s
religious matters,” he said. ;
Coming down heavily on
Chief Minister Mufti Moham-
mad Sayeed, Shah said, “On
one hand, he is propagating a
dialogue with all for resolution
of the Kashmir issue, while on
the other, he is placing restric-
tions on the movement of polit-
ical leaders to prevent them
from performing their religious
duties and meeting the public”.
Meanwhile, a former com-

" mander of Hizbul Mujahideen,

Abdul Aaziz Dar alias general
Mousa, heading Tehreek-e-
Kashmir (TeK), was arrested
by the police from Khanyar in
downtown Srinagar on Mon-
day, police said on Tuesday.
Dar, released two yearsago

Mirwaiz Umer Farcog’suncle,  after nearly 12 years in deten-
who died on Monday. tion, was intercepted by the po-
“Iwas also planning tovisit  lice, arresting him in connec-
Lar Sharief tointeract with the  tion with a pending warrant
Gujjars during the annual Urs  under the Public Safety Act.
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Ansari quits as

Hurriyat chaiyman

Srmagaﬁn a sudden mové\
Hurriyat chair-

man  Maulana
Abbas Ansari on
Friday stepped
down from the
post and pro-
posed that moder-
ate separatist

: leader Mirwaiz
Umer Farooq be his successor.

Ansari, who had taken over
the Hurriyat reins last year and
had held two rounds of talks
with outgoing deputy Prime
Minister L K Advani, made the
announcement at a function to
mark the 14th death anniversary
of Maulvi Farooq, Umer’s father.
After Ansari, a Shia, took over
the Hurriyat chairmanship,
hardline separatist leaders like
Jamaat-e-Islami’s Syed Ali Shah
Geelani had walked out of the
amalgam and formed a parallel
outfit.

“I have been the bone of con-
tention and I have decided to
step down from the chairman-
ship so that there is unity,”
Ansari said, adding that he

would give konth’s time to the
breakaway group to consider
the fresh prdposal and join the
parent body. ) % vgm

Surprised by the announce-
ment, Umer told the gathering
that the group would meet on
Sunday to discuss the develop-
ments. “The chairmanship is not
an issue for us. What we want is
unity and appropriate steps to
find an everlasting solution to
the Kashmir problem,” the
founder chairman of the amal-
gam said.

Highlighting the Hurriyat
agenda, Umer said the outfit
would continue to tread the path
of peace despite the government
change in the Centre.

“The Congress is committed
to resolving the issue as former
prime minister Jawharlal Nehru
had promised Kashmiris the
right of self-determination. In-
dia and Pakistan have talked in
Tashkent, Shimla and Agra. The
two sides must hold the next
round of talks in Srinagar to re-
solve the differences on Kash-
mir,” he said. agencies

R

THE TIMES CF INDIA

c2 MY nm



Top lequ

Stmesman News Service

JAMMU, May 6. — The Jammu and
Kashmir police today killed the chief op-
erations commander of the largest mili-
tant outfit in the state, Hizbul Muja-
hideen, in an encounter in downtown Sri-
nagar. Gazi Shahabuddin alias Abdul Ra-
shid Pir alias Peer Shardar, was not only
the brain behind all the terrorist opera-
tions in Jammu and Kashmir but also the
number two man in Hizbul Mujahideen.

The success of the operation is being
considered a major achievement by the
J&K Police. Addressing a hurriedly con-
vened press conference at the police
headquarters here this evening, Mr Gopal
Sharma, Director General of Police in the
state, said the police acted on specific in-
formation about the presence of the Hiz-
. bul chief operations commander. They
subsequently laid a cordon around the
house in Gurgadi Mohalla of Mahara-
jgunj. The police party came under heavy
fire during the search and Gazi Shaha-
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ultra killed

buddin wa) iﬂled in the exchange of fire.

A resident of Khumoh, in Pantha-
chowk police station, Gazi Shahabuddin
was active for the past eight years in the
troubled state. He had crossed over to
Pakistan and stayed there for quite a long
time. He returned to Kashmir in October
2001, along with Ghulam Hassan Khan
alias Saiful Islam, and took over as the
central divisional commander. He later
became the chief commander of opera-
tions for the entire state after Ghulam
Rasool Dar alias Reyaz Rasool died in
another encounter with security forces in
January early this year.

Gazi Shahabuddin became number two
in the hierarchy after Syed Salahuddin,
supreme commander of Hizbul Muja-
hideen. He was involved in several inci-
dents of violence in Srinagar and Budg-
am, including the Srinagar fruit mandi
blast in September 2003 in which seven

civilians were killed. He also had a hand

in the Lawaypora Bazar blast in Decepn”
ber 2003 and the Rambagh Srinaga
nade attack last month,

~
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orders filing of case

") against Mehbooba °

By Our Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MAY 4. The Election
Commission today asked the
Jammu and Kashmir Govern-
ment to register a criminal case
against Mehbooba Mulfti, lead-
er of the People’s Democratic
Party and daughter of the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Chief Minis-
ter, Mufti Mohammad Sayeed,
for allegedly intimidating voters
in Srinagar during the second
phase of polling on April 26.

The decision to file an FIR
was taken at a meeting of the
full Commission, said A.N. Jha,
Deputy Election Commissioner
and Commission spokesman.

Briefing reporters, Mr. Jha
said the authorities concerned
had been directed to file a case
under Section 171 (c) of the In-
dian Penal Code and the rele-
vant provisions of the
Representation of the People
Act. He said that according to
complaints received by the
Commission, Ms. Mehbooba
intimidated voters that day at a
booth in the Srinagar parlia-
mentary constituency, where
she is contesting the election
against the National Confer-
ence leader, Omar Abdullah.
The Commission had also re-
ceived a report from the State
authorities.

The National Conference had
filed a complaint with the Com-
mission that Ms. Mehbooba
had gone into a polling booth
at Burn Hall School and lifted
the veil of a woman. It was al-
leged that Ms. Mehbooba had
abused her power by storming

the polling booth along with
her security guards and threat-
ening the voters.

After lodging the complaint
with the chief electoral officer
in the State, the National Con-

ference threatened to boycott
the subsequent phases of poll-
ing if the Commission did not
take any action. :

The election officers in the
State conducted an inquiry and

their report found that Ms.
Mehbooba “did intimidate” the
voters on the polling day.
Hence the Commission had
recommended the registration
of a case against her.

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, MAY 4. The ruling
People’s Democratic Party
president, Mehbooba Mufti,
says she will prove her
innocence in the case of
“intimidation” of voters at a
polling booth here on April
26.

Reacting to the Election
Commission’s directive to
register an FIR against her
for “intimidating voters,”
Ms. Mehbooba said: “I am
confident that I will prove
my innocence ... I will
defend myself and the law
will take its own course if
the Election Commission
feels that if any actien
should be taken against me
for exposing a bogus voter.
As a responsible citizen, 1
challenged a woman who
had come to cast the vote
as a bogus voter,” she told
The Hindu adding that “I
am happy that the Election
Commission has not given
an escape route to the
National Conference, which
had threatened to pull out
from the polls making this
issue an excuse.”

1 will prove my innocence’

Stating that she had full
confidence in the fairness of
the Election Commission,
Ms. Mehbooba said: “It is
good the issue will be
investigated.”

The Commission’s
directive would have no
impact on my prospects as
a candidate for the
Anantnag Lok Sabha
constituency, she said.
Accusing the National
Conference of running out
of issues to fight the
elections, she said: “They
wanted to run away from

the elections as they know
about their fate but the
Commission has not obliged
them.” The National
Conference had a record of
banking on the mobile
voters and rigging elections,
she said adding that “it is
because of the National
Conference’s record
irregularities in 1987
elections we are facing such
a situation in Kashmir.”

NC welcomes directive

The National Conference,
which had agitated against
Ms. Mehbooba'’s action, has
welcomed the decision.
“The party welcomes the
Election Commission's
decision and is hopeful that
it will take steps to protect
the democratic rights of the
people in the third phase of
the elections in Kashmir,” a
party statement said.

The National Conference
leader, Farooq Abdullah,
who is in Haryana said:
“This is a step in the right
direction and that is what 1
call the flowering of a
democracy and not that
preached by the PDP.”

5 MAY e



RS P A
_) 7) ¢\ By Shujaat Bukhari 3 0
SRINAGAR, APRIL 25. A day before Srinagar gotl to

on the life of the People’s Democratic Party (PDP)
president, Mehbooba Mufti. One person was
killed and seven were injured in the attack, the
third targeting Ms. Mehbooba.

A grenade hurled by militants at a public meet-
ing being addressed by Ms. Mehbooba in the re-
mote Akhal village in south Kashmir missed its
target and exploded near the vehicle of a private
television network. Ms. Mehboobs’s motorcade
had left the area and the crowd was dispersing
when the explosion took place.

Fayaz Bukhari, a reporter with New Delhi Tele-
vision, and his cameraman, Sheikh Tariq, were in
the cpr near which the grenade burst. “At 2.45
p.m,, the grenade exploded near the vehicle, da-
maging it and injuring Tariq and the driver, Mo-

/"‘/-Another bid on IVTeh booba

éammad Ismail,” Mr. Bukhari told The Hindu.
Their vehicle was at the tailend of the motorcade.
Ms. Mehbooba, who was inside her bulletproof

the polls, militants today made another attempt \vehicle, escaped unhurt even as the people ran in

panic. Eight persons were injured and were ad-
mitted to hospitals in Anantnag and Srinagar.
One of them died later.

Ms. Mehbooba is seeking election from the
Anantnag Lok Sabha constituency.

In another incident, militants fired at the vehi-
cle of the PDP MIA from Pampore, Zahoor
Ahmed Mir, in the Konibal area. The IGP (Kash-
mir zone), K. Rajindra Kumar, said that nobody
was hurt. Mr. Mir's father, Abdul Aziz Mir, also an
MILA, was gunned down by militants in 2002.

Even as tight security arrangements are in
place in view of elections in the Srinagar-Budgam
constituency tomorrow, militants fired riflte gre-
nades at a police station in the Lal Bazar area. The
explosions caused injuries to 13 persons.

+



Militants attack Congress office in Srinagar
vehicle too targeted

¢ ]

By Shujaat Bukh: \
SRINAGAR, APRIL 23. With just two
days left for polling for the
Srinagar constituency, .
militants today attacked the
office of the Pradesh Congress
Committee (PCC) and a
campaign vehicle of the
National Conference. Top-level
officers of the Special Service
Bureau (SSB) battalion were
among the 20 persons injured '
in the attack.

The militants lobbed a
grenade towards the PCC office
at around 1 p.m. It exploded
near a bunker of the SSB
personnel. As the senior
officers and a battery of media
persons rushed to the spot, the

! militants hurled two more
grenades.

N.S. Bhandari,
Commandant, R.S. Negi,
Deputy Commandant, Rajindra
Kumar, Assistant
Commandant, C.C. Pathak,
Deputy SP, (all belonging to the
SSB) and two jawans of the SSB
and the Border Security Force
were injured and shifted to
hospital. The condition of Mr.
Pathak was said to be critical.

“Even as we were taking
stock of the situation a second

THE HINDU

jb\};r\ | 20 injured ® NC

grenade exploded,” the
Assistant Commandant,
Kumar, told The Hindu . Two
photo journalists, Farooq Javed
(Hindustan Times) and Fayaz
Ahmed (Asia News
International), were also
injured. As the security forces
opened fire, the militants ran
away.

Soon after the attack, the
area was cordoned off by the
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPEF), the BSF and the
Jammu and Kashmir Police.
Fearing that some fidayeen had
sneaked into the building the
forces evacuated some
civilians, including students,
from the neighbouring College
of Education. However, the

operation was called off after
three hours. A handful of
Congress workers managed to
‘escape soon after the first
grenade was thrown towards
the office.

Some people from Maisuma
area assembled near the site of
operation and raised pro-
freedom slogans but were
chased away by the people.
Shopkeepers too downed their
shutters in panic.

Later, the militants hurled a
grenade towards a vehicle
campaigning for the National
Conference in Rambagh
locality. Seven persons,
including a policeman, were
injured. This was the second
attack on the NC activists in

2 4 APR 20

less than 24 hours. Militants
had attacked an NC vehicle
yesterday, injuring five persons.

The Inspector-General of
Police, K. Rajindra Kumar, said
that such incidents “are
expected as militants are
frustrated with the response of
people in taking partin a
democratic exercise. But
adequate security
arrangements are in place to
foil their attempts and we will
ensure that those coming to
polling booths are safe.”

The Al-Mansureen and the
Kashmir Freedom Forum
owned responsibility for the
blast. They said that the attacks
would continue.

Photograph on Page 11
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/ﬁt Shujaat Bukhari

SRI‘NA AR, APRIL 15. The Demo-
cratic Freedom Party chief, Sha-
bir Shah, was arrested here
today soon after he embarked
on a State-wide campaign to
make people aware of the politi-
cal situation with regard to the
coming parliamentary
elections.

Mr. Shah and his supporters
were heading for the border dis-
trict of Kupwara in a few vehi-
cles, raising slogans in favour of
“azadi” (freedom) and against
the elections, when police stop-
ped them near Igbal Park here
and asked Mr. Shah to accom-
pany them. A heated exchange
of words followed when Mr.

/ Shabir Shah arrested

Shah refused to oblige. Léte&governments whether at the

police resorted to a lathicharge
and arrested Mr. Shah and his
supporters for violation of the
prohibitory orders under Sec-
tion 144.

Earlier, at a press conference,
Mr. Shah said that he would
lead a yatra ‘Qafla-e-shaheen’
from Srinagar to Kupwara and
Kupwara to Nobra in the La-
dakh region. This would tell the
people why the “elections are
irrelevant.”

Criticising mainstream par-
ties such as the People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) and the
National Conference in Jammu
and Kashmir, he said they were
“blackmailing the people.” The
elections were just for forming

Centre or the State. “Elections
will not solve our problem and |
we have seen it in the past.” The
vote had its own importance but
a solution to the Kashmir issue
could come only through a dia-
logue between India, Pakistan
and the Kashmiris. Opening of
the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad road
was only a confidence-building
measure and not the solution as
being portrayed by the PDP.

Tarigami files papers

The CPI(M) State secretary,
Mohammad Yusuf Tarigami, to-
day filed his nomination papers
for the Anantnag parliamentary
constituency. He later ad-
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Lashkar commander killed,

<" plot to kill leaders unearthed

By Shujaat Bukhari \%

SRINAGAR, APRIL 14. The Army
today claimed to have
scuttled a plot of the Lashkar-
e-Taiba to target senior
politicians in and outside the
Jammu and Kashmir, ahead
of elections when a top
commander of the outfit was
killed in Shalteng on the
outskirts of Srinagar.

Brigadier A.K. Chowdary,
sector commander of the
Rashtriya Rifles, told reporters
that the killed militant, Bashir
Ahmed Khan alias Abu
Kashan hailing from Sargoda,
Pakistan, had entered the
Kashmir Valley a month ago,
along with four other
militants. He was specially
sent from Jammu to Srinagar
to target the politicians and
election rallies, Brig.
Chowdary said.

The divisional commander
of the outfit, and the
mastermind behind several
attacks, was gunned down
early this morning.

He said a diary was
recovered and according to it
Kashan was heading a three-
member suicide squad. The
names of the People’s
Democratic Party president,
Mehbooba Mufti, the National
Conference president, Omar
Abdullah, the Shiv Sena
-leader, Bal Thackeray, the
Jammu and Kashmir Minister,
Muzaffar Hussain Beig, and
some police officers figure in
the dairy

Ms. Mehbooba was referred
to as “Mohtarma (esteemed)
Mufti” and Mr. Omar as
“Chota Abdullah.” The
Hurriyat Conference
chairman, Maulana
Mohammad Abbas Ansari,
who has held two rounds of
talks with the Deputy Prime

THE HINTU

The body of the Lashkar-e-Taiba commander, Abu-Qashi, at the Army camp In Srinagar
on Wednesday. — Photo Nissar Ahmad

Minister, L.K. Advani, on the
Kashmir issue is also on the
hit list of the squad, Brig.
Chowdary said.

According to the diary, the
militant commander visited
Baramulla on April 2 to hold
a meeting for carrying out the
attack on the PDP rally in Uri
on April 8, in which Ms.
Mehbooba and Mr. Beig
survived but 11 persons were
killed.

The slain militant had also

mentioned that he visited the
Jammu Railway station on
December 26 and attacked it
on January 3.

He held a meeting on
February 26 in Bijbehara, the
hometown of the Chief
Minister, Mufti Mohammad
Sayeed.

The diary said that on April
8, a “successful attack on two
Ministers” was carried out in
Uri.

Besides the diary, the

1 5 APR 20~

troops recovered two AK
assault rifles, nine magazines,
150 rounds, a pistol and two
grenades.

As per the diary, the
militant had visited Race
Course, Pragati Maidan,
Gargoan and Noida in Delhi
for surveillance of the areas
in which sensitive
installations are located as -
also the residence of the
Prime Minister, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee.
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Two J&K ministers seriously

\/\

hurt in ultra attack

10 Killed, 100 Wounded, Mehbooba Escapes Unhurt

By Saleem Pandit/TNN

Srinagar: Militants threw a
grenade and sprayed machine-gun
fire at an election rally at Uri in
Baramullah district of Jammu and
Kashmir on Thursday, seriously in-
juring state finance minister Muzaf-
far Hussain Baig and tourism minis-
ter Ghulam Hasan Mir even as rul-
ing PDP chief Mehbooba Mufti es-
caped unhurt. Nine civilians and
one policeman were killed and 100
wounded in the attack.

The attack was clearly aimed at
scaring voters and it came as elec-
tioneering in the state was picking
up and many ordinary Kashmiris
were beginning to attend rallies.
Thursday’s rally, being attended by
about 500 people, was organised by
the PDP. Voting in J&K begins on
April 20

“The explosion was followed by
firing. We could not see who was fir-
ing, but I could see many people ly-
ing in a pool of blood,” said Fayaz

Ahmed, a cameraman. Eyewitnesses
said the attack occurred soon after
Mehbooba and Baig’s arrival near
the rally site and as they lead a pro-
cession. Mehbooba had survived an
assassination attempt last week.

Chief minister Mufti Mohammad
Sayeed, Mehbooba'’s father, said the
attack was “an attempt to derail the
peace process and elections”. He
said his government would not be
cowed down into pulling out of the
peace process.

Baig, 59, suffered serious shrapnel
wounds on his legs and abdomen. He
was shifted by helicopter to Srina-
gar’s Sher-e-Kashmir Institute of
Medical Sciences. His injuries are
serious but not supposed to be life-
threatening. Thirteen seriously in-
jured people were also transferred o
Srinagar.

A little known group identified as
‘Save Kashmir Movement’ claimed
responsibility for the attack in a call
to a local news agency. However, po-
lice suspect the Lashkar-e-Toiba, as

it had openly threatened to use vio-
lence to disrupt voting.

In a separate incident, the army
shot dead the chief of Pakistan-
based Jaish-e-Mohammad, Sahrai
Baba, and four other top militants of
the outfit in an encounter in Kup-
wara district. Baba, who took over
the reins of JeM after the killing of
Gazi Baba, the brain behind Parlia-
ment attack, was shot dead along-
with his deputy Irfan, district com-
mander Zubair and close associates
Mawai and Ali Sheikh.

In another incident in Kupwara
district’s Gachee town, an LeT sui-
cide bomb attack left four soldiers
dead and 16 others injured. The mili-
tary said troops had gone for a search
operation when militants fired at
them. The troops retaliated, killing
the top commander of the Pakistan-
based LeT, Mohammad Shakeel alias
Abu Qasim. Just as troops neared th
slain militant’s body, explosweé/
strapped to the corpse exploded,
killing four soldiers.




-~ Nine killed, 80 injure

attack
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PDP rally;
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d as militants
booba esca

Bodies lie scattered as bullet-proof cars speed away moments after militants attacked a PDP election rally in Uri, 200 km north
of Srinagar, on Thursday. — AP (More photographs on Page 14)

By Shujaat Bukhari

URI, APRIL 8. In the first-ever at-
tack by militants in this border
town, nine persons, two of them

assistants of Jammu and Kash-.

mir Ministers, were killed and
80, including two senior Minis-
ters, were injured when gre-
nades were hurled at a People’s
Democratic Party election rally
today.

The PDP president, Mehboo-
ba Mufti, and the party candi-
date, Nizamuddin Bhat,
escaped unhurt.

Ms. Mehbooba and the Fi-
nance Minister, Muzaffar Hus-
sain Baig, were walking to the
podium, just 100 metres away,
when the militants struck. Four
persons were killed on the spot.
Police later confirmed the death
of five others and the condition
°f at least 10 is said to be crit-

.

ical. Ms. Mehbooba and Mr.
Bhat were immediately whisked
away to safety by their guards.

Abid Manhas, assistant to Mr.
Baig, and Abdur Rashid, per-
sonal security officer of the Tou-

rism Minister, Ghulam Hassan
Mir; died of injuries in hospital,
sources said.

PDP supporters raised slo-
gans against the police for the
security lapse and had heated

Jaish military chief,
4 militants killed

SRINAGAR, APRIL 8. The Army today shot dead the head of the mil-
itary operations of the Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Mohammad, Qari
Mohammed Asif, codenamed Sehrai Baba, and four other top mil-
itants of the outfit in an encounter in Kupwara district of Jammu
and Kashmir. Baba, who took over the reins of the Jaish after the
killing of Gazi Baba, the brain behind the Parliament House attack,
was shot dead along with his deputy Irfan, district commander
Zubair, and close associates, Mawai and Ali Sheikh, at Sheikhnear-
Surigam village of Sogam, 101 km from here, sources said. — PTI

A blow to Jaish: Page 14

arguments with them. “No se-
nior police officer was present
here,” a PDP worker said.
Among the injured who were
immediately rushed te hosnital
were Mr. Baig and Mr. Mir.

While Mr. Mir was discharged
from the hospital after first aid,
Mr. Baig was rushed to Srinagar
for treatment. “He is out of dan-
ger but has received multiple
injuries,” Sheikh Zahoor, his
press officer, told The Hindu .

The rest of the injured were
shifted to Baramulla and
Srinagar.

‘Ready to face threat’

Immediately after the attack,
Ms. Mehbooba addressed the
people at the venue. She reit-
erated her party’s stand to strive
for peace and for uniting the
people on both sides of the bor-
der.

.-dg-not want peace to be

She said her supporters
blamed the Congress and police
for sabotaging the peace moves.
“Both the BJP and the Congress

re-
stored,” shé said. ;

“Some goondas have chal-

lenged us but we are ready to
face it. I would have been lucky
to get killed with my party activ-
ists for the noble cause of
peace.” She said she had not
come for the votes but for the
opening of the Srinagar-Muzaf-
farabad road.

Mr. Mir said that such attacks
would not dampen his party’s
spirit to continue the efforts for
restoring peace and order in the
State.

“The reaction of the people
after the incident was visible,”
he said.

PM, Mufti condemn
attack: Page 14

-




- Kashmiri Pandits
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has decided to provide reseryations for the Kashmiri
Hindus who have stayed back in government jobs.
Minister of revenue, relief and rehabilitation,
Hakeem Mohammed Yasin, said, “The biggest
problem for them is unemployment. The govern-
ment has decided to reserve seats in government
i jobs for the Pandits staying back home. After the
. polls are over, a formal announcement would be
made,” Hakeem said.
H On the community’s security, the minister said
i the government was ready to accommodate the
i Pandits in safe houses in district headquarters.
“We are constructing flats at Sheikhpora for the mi-
505 fians grant Pandits
; who intend to
come back. If
the Pandits
living here
have some se-
curity-relat-
ed problems,
they too can
be accommo-
dated. We

Democratic Freedom Party
president Shabir Ahmad Shah ~ 1ave an open

{right) interacts with Kashmiri po}(iicx” he
Pandits on Ram Navami in Srinagar S22

on Tuesday sicr;l;lhe ng‘;:

after the Hindu Welfare Society, an apex organiza-
tion of Pandits who have not migrated, accused the
government of breach of trust. “We were promised
the moon by the state government, but it remained
on papers only. We suspended our hunger strike in
October last year, just because the government
promised to provide us all sort of relief so that we
can live safely in Kashmir. But after a few months,
the government became apathetic,” said Chuni Lal

. Bhat, counsellor and chief spokesman of the HWS. -

; Bhat said if he situation persists, they would
have no other way but to migrate from the vale.
“Pandit refugees won’t return if the state govern-
ment is unwilling to mitigate the suffering of the
members of the community currently living in the
valley. The signs are ominous that the poepulation
will dwindle in the years to come,” he added.
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“Security with a human face,
Advani promises Hurriyat

@ ‘Review of cases of detenus will be expedited’

By Vinay Kumar

NEW DELHI, MARCH 27. In a bid to
consolidate the ongoing proc-
ess of dialogue with the All Par-
ties Hurriyat Conference, the
Centre today assured the Hurri-
yat leaders that the review of
the cases of detenus would be
expedited and the mechanism
for ensuring “zero level” hu-
man rights violations in Jammu
and Kashmir strictly monitored.
The Centre’s prescription to the
security forces deployed in the
State is — “security with a hu-
man face.”

“Recognising that a new gov-
ernment will be in place in the
latter half of May 2004, it was
agreed that discussions on sub-
stantive issues would start at

the next meeting to b (h\ad in
June, 2004,” a statemen)t issued
by the Union Home Ministry
said at the end of the second
round of the Centre-Hurriyat
talks. It said that today’s talks
took place “in a cordial atmo-
sphere and in a free and frank
manner,” and that the “pro-
gress on issues raised in the
first meeting held on January
22, 2004 was reviewed.”
Addressing a press confer-
ence after the two-hour talks
with the four-member Hurriyat
Conference delegation, led by
its chairman, Moulana Abbas
Ansari, the Deputy Prime Min-
ister, L.K. Advani, said the Hur-
riyat leaders were concerned
about two issues — release of
political detenus and violation

of human righ't)s é the security
forces in the State. The other
members of the Hurriyat dele-
gation were Mirwaiz Umar Fa-
rooq, Abdul Ghani Bhat and
Bilal Ghani Lone.

Mr. Advani said the Govern-
ment recognised that the Hurri-
yat leaders had come to talks
despite “pressure from several
quarters and directions.” In his
view, the general climate for
talks became conducive after
the Prime Minister, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s visit to Islamabad,
his talks with the Pakistan Pres-
ident, Pervez Musharraf, and
the joint India-Pakistan
statement.

He admitted that better In-
dia-Pakistan relations did have
an impact on the talks with the

The Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, welcomes the leaders of the All Parties Hurrlyat
Conference for talks in New Delhi on Saturday. The Hurriyat leaders (from left) are its
chairman, Moulana Mohammad Abbas Ansari, Abdul Ghani Bhat, Mirwalz Umar Farooq and
Bilal Ghani Lone. — Photo: Shanker Chakravarty
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Hurriyat which was, “by and
large, a cohesive and represen-
tative group”’ though the Geela-
ni faction was still separated.

“We are ensuring that human
rights violations do not take
place and even while discharg-
ing their duties in relation to
maintaining security and law
and order, [the] security forces
must have a human face and
they should see to it that ordi-
nary citizens are not subjected
to any harassment,” Mr. Advani
said.

He said the Hurriyat leaders
were apprised of the progress
made in respect of release of
detenus and human rights vio-
lations since the first round of
talks in January. “Already, 69
detenus have been released and
[the] cases of some more are
being reviewed. It is an ongoing
process. Since the new govern-
ment is expected to be in place
by mid-May, I told them that
tentatively the next meeting
can be held in June and it will
be the first meeting where sub-
stantive issues may be dis-
cussed.”

Asked about the nature of the
substantive issues, he saic
these “issues are in their (Hurri-
yat leaders’) minds’’ and addec
that “we have not imposed any
constraints on them.”

Earlier, addressing reporters
Prof. Bhat said there was a “dis-
cernible change” in attitude
and the situation on the ground
had improved. To a question if
the Hurriyat would give a call
for boycotting the Lok Sabha
elections, he said: “Leave that
to our discretion. We are too
pre-occupied with the peace
process and it is a huge process,
we have no time to think in
terms of other issues....”
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~A\\  Re-opens J&K concerns

4 t’('

hat the level of violence during the first round of pollmg
- in Jammu and Kashmir was not significantly higher than
what has come to be accepted as normal, and that —
significantly — there was little of customary accusations of
forced voting, would suggest a continuance of the positive
trend created by a thaw in Indo-Pak relations. Yet what
. must not go unnoticed was a fallout of a physical thaw — the
first infiltration bid since the onset of summer and the re-
opening of passes. Three militants armed with AK-47s were
killed and Rs 1,00,000 recovered, but it is not clear if more
mischief-makers turned back when security forces detected
cross-border movement in the Poonch sector. This, indeed,
was a wake up call, a grim reminder that with or without
direct support of the Pakistan army there are well-trained,
well-equipped jihadis waiting to resume their ill-conceived

operations in a troubled state.

Recognising the reality will not be difficult for security
forces, for while they have conceded that conditions on the
Line of Control have improved over the last several months
they have also been alive to continuing militant activity.
They are fully aware of the infrastructure for militancy not
being dismantled. Hence for them, a rise in the mercury
entails an increase in the counter-msurgency mission. A full
blown security operation in unavoidable, effective detection
and neutralisation of infiltrators/militants will greate the
pressure to negotiate seriously. Of critical importance is
whether the major “local” political forces recognise thatthe
security concerns remain grave and must abandon their
competitive condemnation of the Army, BSF, CRPF — and
indeed those units of the J&K police that jom battle with
Jihadis. Portraying the security forces in the worst possible
light does pay off at the ballot box, sorry EVM. Yet in the
longer run that proves counter-productive. Until the gun-
man is silenced, to talk peace is often purposeless.
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CORRESPONDENT 9

New Delhi, March 17: The clo-
ud of uncertainty over the Kash-
mir peace talks has lifted, with
the Centre “cordially” inviting
the All Parties Hurriyat Confer-
ence for a second round of dia-
logue with deputy Prime Minis-
ter LK. Advani on March 27.

Last month, the chairman of
the separatist conglomerate, Ma-
ulana Abbas Ansari, had threat-
ened to pull out of the peace tal-
ks, accusing the government of
not being serious on checking
human rights violations by secu-
rity forces in Kashmir.

The killing of five civilians in
Bandipore had sparked a hue
and cry in the Valley, with the ar-
my being accused of killing in-
nocent Kashmiris.

Ansari had earlier expressed
his willingness to participate in
the talks, provided the Centre in-
vited him.

Sources said a government
officer personally handed over a
letter — which said “You are cor-
dially invited for second round of
talks to be held in New Delhion
March 277 —to Ansari.

The sources, however, said
though Ansari and other Hurr-
iyat leaders such as Abdul
Gani Bhat and Mirwaiz Farooq
would attend the talks, Fazal-
ul-Haq Qureshi of the People’s
Political Front is unlikely to

" Hurriyat gets
- talks invite

\QQﬁ OURSPECIAL Qm‘s_"_/

come down to Delhi. :

Qureshi, who had attended
the first round, had dissociated
himself from the talks after the
Bandipore encounter because of
militant threats. It is not known
whether the Hurriyat would
look for a replacement for him to
participate in the dialogue.

The Hurriyat executive and
general council will be meeting
soon in Srinagar to decide its
next course of action.

“I look forward to the second
round of discussions with the
leadership of the Hurriyat Con-
ference in Delhi on March 27.
These discussions are an impor- .
tant step in bringing peace and
development to Jammu and Kas-
hmir,” Advani told reporterstod-
ay in Hyderabad before hitting -
the road again for his Bharat Ud- -
ay yatra, which started on Mar-
ch10.

The Centre’s interlocutor,
N.N. Vohra, and Union home sec-
retary Anil Baijal have held mee- -
tings to prepare the agenda for
the talks,

The home ministry had to ta-
ke a slew of measures to assuage
the feelings of the Hurriyat, wi-
th Advani convening a high-level
meeting last month and direct-
ing the army and paramilitary
forces to give a human touch to
anti-insurgency operations in
the state. The security forces
were warned of stringent action
if they violated human rights.
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veini calls
Gen’s bluff
~ on Kashmi

TiMes News NE?!ORK

Ne ’belhi: The elegt\if)\n sea-
B | son is finally
B beginning to
have its im-
pact on diplo-
macy with In-
dia on Sun-
day revisit-
ing the Kash-
: - mir as ‘core
i -issue’ controversy by disput-
ing Pakistani President Per-
vez Musharraf’s con- |
tention—made Saturday

night at the India Today con-

clave— that the January 6

joint India-Pakistan state-

ment gave primacy to the

Kashmir question. !

“We have carefully exam-
ined the comments” made by
Musharraf, the external af-
fairs ministry said in a state-
ment. “The language of the
January 6 Islamabad joint
press statement is clear and
unambiguous. There is no ref-
erence to any so-called central
or core issue, but to address
all bilateral issues, including
Jammu and Kashmir.”

The MEA added that “any
unilateral interpretation of
the joint press statement is not
conducive to building trust, or
taking the process forward;
nor is public rhetoric, which is
also contrary to the under-
standings and restraints ob-
served since January”.

Musharraf’s remarks, and
India’s reactions to them, un-
derline the dangers inherent
in diplomacy being conducted
through television before a
live audience. Aware that his
remarks—and the question
and answer session with a
gathering of elite Indians—
were being seen live in his
own country, the Pakistani
President doggedly stuck to
his guns on the Kashmir issue
and said it was India which
had made all the concessions.
But precisely because his per-
formance was seen live on In-
dian TV, the Vajpayee govern-
ment feels compelled to try
and set the record straight.

This minor spat couldn’t
have been better timed for US
secretary of state Colin Pow-
ell’s South Asia visit on Mon-
day to push along, besides
other things, the India-Pak-
istan peace process.
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Fidayeentarget Army camp

Narrow escape for
200 schoolgirls

Rashid Ahmad
Srinagar, March 11

TWO SOLDIERS, two milit-
ants and a woman were kill-
ed and four civilians injured
during a fierce gunfight at
Khrew, 22 km south of Sri-
nagar, on Thursday.

Army authorities said
around 9.15 am militants
fired rifle grenades from a
built-up area at 15 Corps Ba-
ttle School, Khrew when sol-
diers of an Army unit were
carrying out pre-induction
training course.

Two jawans were hit; one
of them died instantaneous-
ly. The other succumbed to
his injuries later.

A defence spokesman
said that the troops cordon-
ed the area from where the
militants had targeted the
school and launched an op-
eration to flush them out..

A government school wh-
ere about 200 girl students
were present also came und-
er the besieged area, causi-
ng panic among the village-
rs. The spokesman said that
before tracking down the

AFPT

Troops take up position during a gunbattie with militants in the Khrew area of Pulwama,
Jammu and Kashmir, on Thursday.

militants, the Army evacua-
ted the students and staff.
“We feared that the milita-
nts may take shelter in the
school or the students may
get caught in the crossfire,”
the spokesman said.

The troops zeroed in on
the spot from where the
militants had targeted them
but met with stiff resist-
ance. Sources said that the
militants attempted to bre-
ak the cordon and escape

but fell into the troops drag-
net outside the village.

This followed a fierce
gun-battle, which lasted for
about five hours. Both the
militants were later killed.

The Jaish-e-Mohammad
has claimed responsibility
and said that the slain mili-
tants were cadres of its fi-
dayeen squad. A woman
was also killed in the firing
between the two sides, sour-
ces said. At least four other

civilians sustained injuries.

Meanwhile, the Tral qua-
rter of Pulwama was up in
revolt as residents alleged
the random Killing of a
civilian, Javaid Ahmad Dar,
by the Army at Panner Ja-
gir Massive demonstrations
were held against the civil-
ian killing.

Unknown militants also
shot dead Abdul Khaligq
Wanj, a ruling PDP activist,
at Khandah.
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Allies, PM force Mutfti
rethink on women’s Bill

Arun Joshi )
Jammu, March 8

PRESSURE FROM his allies and a
talk with the Prime Minister has
forced Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed
to reconsider the controversial Jam-
mu and Kashmir Permanent Resi-
dent (Disqualification) Bill.

The Bill, which proposes revoking
the permanent resident status of
women who marry outside the state,
has provoked criticism from ruling
coalition partners and women’s
groups. The Panthers Party has
threatened to withdraw from the gov-
ernment if it persists with the Bill.

The Congress, which had support-
ed the Bill when it was introduced in
the House, now wants it referred to a
select committee, which Sayeed has
agreed to do. The CPI(M), another
ally of Sayeed’s PDP, has also
changed its stance, saying the Bill
should be debated in a special As-
sembly session to remove misgivings.

Vajpayee stepped into the contro-
versy on Monday, asking the Mufti to
reconsider the Bill. “I spoke to Mufti
Sayeed on the phone,” the Prime Min-
ister said. “I told him this Bill has
evoked a lot of opposition, and you
should keep this sentiment in mind
and explain (this) to your legislators.”

Sonia Gandhi, too, recently wrote to
Sayeed and Deputy CM Mangat Ram
Sharma (Congress) expressing her

S AV

Women BJP members protest
against the Bill in Jammu,

Lie of the land

Bill of rights gili takes away
J&K women's right to property
if they marry an outsider

Opponents Congress, BIP,
CPI(M), Panthers Party

Supporters Kashmiri parties
like Mufti's PDP and NC

0-Day on March 11, Bill faces
vote in state Upper House, where
NC has majority

disapproval of the Bill. Sharma re-
leased a statement soon after, oppos-
ing the Bill and asking for a debate.

The Bill has been deeply divisive.
The PDP and the National Confer-
ence, as well as other state-centric |
parties, support the legislation.
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~~ Jammu strike
& G;g? No jaithouse rock 7 .

Agempting to' create confusion that might facilitate some
ard core militants breaking loose was the overt objective
of the strike at the Central Jail in Jammu, the other signals
that were sent out could be of greater strategic significance.
The most important being that the measures taken on both
sides of the LoC to curb infiltration are no guarantor of a de-
escalation of militant activity in Jammu and Kashmir. With
so much being made of the changed bilateral equation, and
the army now appearing to back up the political assessment
of Pakistan playing ball, there is every danger of the security
forces relaxing a little, and that could prove disastrous. The
distinction between what takes place on the LoC and what
obtains in the interiors is not to be blurred even though they
are related. The CRPF units must not be misled into
believing that the “feel good factor” has a trickle-down
effect. Not for the present anyway.

The strike at the jail on the eve of the meeting of the key
members of the Unified Command was a high-profile one,
and its profile might have been e¢levated further had it
succeeded in its overt objective. As it is it has proved that the
militants retain the capacity to launch forays at the time and
place of their choosing, Despite the sustained pressure, and
the neutralisation of quite a number of them, the proverbial
back has not been broken. Though reports that
“recruitment” is on the decline augur well. Those who
continue to suspect the role being played by at least some
sections of the Pakistani military establishment would
contend that so well entrenched to the east of the LoC are a
large number of militants that there is no immediate need to
boost their numbers. A high profile assault every now and
then boosts the morale of those lying low, it also lets the local
poFulace know that they cannot afford to ignore the
militants’ demands for food, shelter and more. Conducting
forays in populated, and busy if not congested areas, ensures
a high possibility of the “collateral damage” that causes so
much hardship to the local people. The more the locals are
upset by what the security forces are doing the greater the
militants’ gain. The public protests at Bandipora and Tral
would confirm that the specific ugly incidents were reaily
only the flashpoint for the latent disgust, or worse. While
there would be a feeling of some satisfaction that the militant
who mounted the Jammu strike was “accounted for” before
his mission was accomplished, the manner in which he was
neutralised is rather disturbing. Reports suggest that though
injured and floored the militant kept firing till he ran out of
ammunition. When trying to fix another magazine to his
weapon an unarmed constable of the J&K prison’s
department bolted forth, snatched away the weapon, loaded
it, and sprayed bullets. “I shot him with his own weapon”
constable Jarnail Singh declared. While he must be
commended for rushing the militant, he must be condemned
for the killing. Not because it had become an unequal fight
after he had wrenched the weapon, but because a dead
militant “tells no tales.” Information and intelligence are
critical to any anti-terrorist campaign. -
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Humyat’s threat

ér\’q’ More for the Centre to mull\ver

here would be no need for a flutter in New Delhi over

the threat of the Hurriyat to suspend its talks with the
Centre in the wake of the controversial klllings in
Bandipore and Tral. For even if the next round is delayed
by a month or so — till after the next government is
formed perhaps — not a great deal would have been lost,
for time is certainly not running out. There remains an
awful long way to go before prospects of a genuine and
lasting peace might appear on the horizon.

The stance taken by the Hurriyat was mere self-
protection. Having been painted in cowardly light by the
Geelani group, the Ansari faction had to re-assert itself in
the public eye and dispel the impression of being a push-
over. If its threat succeeds in bringing about greater
restraint among the security forces it will have something
to show to the people for its labours.

What the Centre must understand, and be concerned
about, is that there is no change in one critical factor to
politics in the State, most emphatically in the Valley: that
to be seen as “close” to New Delhi is to create a distance
from the masses..This is an historic ground reality.

The National Conference enjoyed popular support for
s0 many years essentially because it was perceived as not
just a local/regional political party but as one that was
opposed to those occupying the commanding heights of
Raisina Hill. When Farooq Abdullah joined hands with
Rajiv Gandhi it was deemed treason, and the treachery
theory confirmed as he linked up with whoever was in
power at the Centre.

Mufti Mohd. Sayeed runs a similar risk, his main source
of protection being the ranting of his daughter which
might irk ears in the Capital but proves pure symphony in
the Valley. The warning from the Ansari-led Hurriyat has
to be seen and understood against that backdrop.

That is the genuine dilemma for Jammu and Kashmir’s
political leaders. They are.so dependent on New Delhi’s
bounty, their people expect them to extract concessions
from the Centre but despise them for seeking them with
anything other than the mailed fist. It is imperative that all
those who matter in New Delhi appreciate that apparent
paradox, and learn to “play ball.” They must display
adequate maturity and not react to provocative or
discordant noises, particularly from the section of the
Hurriyat that has opted to talk, it took a bit of courage to
do that.

It should not be too difficult for those in authority in the
Centre to acquire the capacity to ignore the unique
brand of pinpricks that emanate from the Valley. More
difficult will be ensuring that the security forces strike a
balance between maintaining maximum pressure on the
militants and keeping public inconvenience to the
minimum. For even if the hand of trouble-makers is
detected in every public protest against alleged
atrocities and violations of human rights, it can be
nobody’s case that life for the average Kashmiri is paradise
on earth.

THE STATESMAN
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~" Hyped-up Hurriyat

2$™ Talks Will Not Yield Any Solution >V

(\ \/\ By Anshul Chaturvedi

Much was made of the first round of talks
between the Hurriyat leadership and the
Union government. This was to be expected,
despite deputy prime minister L. K Advani’s
reasonably accurate statement a day
before they commenced that “media hype
does not help”.

The talks may well have been unprece-
dented but the ability of those talking to the
Centre in terms of delivering results on the
ground is rather limited, and has been
further on the decline in the interval
between rounds one and two. An obvious
fact in this context is that whatever base
the All-Party Hurriyat Conference (APHC)
leaders, of either faction, have is confined
to the Kashmir region. The BJP that is
providing the APHC a wider profile, has
nothing to lose there.

However, the bulk of the National
Conference (NC) and the People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) MLAs are from Kashmir.
The Hurriyat’s long-term political survival
and growth can only be at the expense of
the NC and the PDP. This may well push
mainstream  parties to
compete for the separatist or
Islamic right wing vote, or
to ally with the politically
active wings of the Hurriyat }
itself as the process moves j
on, if it does.

A key danger here is that ;
the NC, still the party with
the largest cadre in Kashmir,
appears to be moving
towards a more hardline
position. The grapevine says
that Farooq Abdullah stayed
away from his daughter
Sara’s wedding to Sachin
Pilot, the son of the late Congress leader
Rajesh Pilot, because party cadres had
attributed Omar Abdullah’s Ganderbal loss
to the fact that his wife is a Hindu.

Prior to the last assembly polls in J&K, the
NC was keen to keep those wielding the gun
out of any talks. After January, we find
Omar Abdullah talking about the need to
include outfits like the Hizbul Mujahideen
in the process. Omar also accused chief
minister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed of
sabotaging the Kashmiri cause by splitting
the Hurriyat, and asserted that thousands
of Kashmiris had not sacrificed their
lives just to see Abbas Ansari shake hands
with L K Advani.

Even if inadvertently the current
process has already begun to push the
pro-integration ideology to the margin, just
as the pro-India militants (Ikhwanis) have
largely faded into irrelevance. There should
be no dialogue with New Delhi, says Omar,
till its sincerity is proved. While it is futile to
ask whether Delhi had passed the sincerity
test when he was occupying a berth in the
Vajpayee government, his change in political
posture is getting clearer by the day The
ultimate benchmark for normalcy will be

whether the guns fall silent. The Hurriyat
leaders’ ability to ensure this has been
grossly exaggerated. The Geelani faction is
the alter ego of the fundamentalists and
also enjoys Pakistani and OIC recognition.
Geelani is unlikely to ask the boys to lay
down their arms in his lifetime.

The first generation of militants was led
by ‘local boys’ but today highly committed
‘guest militants’ from Afghanistan, Pakistan
and elsewhere exercise control. They have
no stakes in the restoration of peace in
Kashmir. There is no way Ansari’s faction
can control them. Qutfits such as the
Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammed
have already trashed the talks in strong
terms. Pakistan’s reported advice to the
Hizbul Mujahideen to keep jehad on the
back burner, even if accepted, will make
little difference. Mufti’'s PDP itself is
now being made to pay back with party
cadres being Kkilled with increasing
frequency. It is reasonably clear that the
Hurriyat does not represent the interests
of a majority of the people of the Jammu
and Ladakh regions; it, in fact, represents
no Hindu or Buddhist interests anywhere
in the state, including those
of the Pandits.

In Kashmir itself, it does
B not represent that part of
§ the population that already
i believes in the political
 process and has gone out
defying boycott calls to vote
for the NC, PDP or Congress.
That leaves us with the
Kashmiris not participating
in the political process
. like Shabir Shah and Yasin
Malik. The ultra-right
sympathisers, in any case,
would be with Geelani’s
faction while the hardcore militants have
already indicated that dialogue is of no
consequence to them. So what is this
team’s USP?

Further, credibility begins at home and
the team’s standing in Kashmir itself is
questionable. The letter recently circulated
by People’s Conference leader and the slain
Abdul Gani Lone's younger son Sajjad Lone
following Mirwaiz Farooq's description of
Al-Umar commander Rafeeq Lidri as a
martyr has put three members of the
negotiating panel — the Mirwaiz, Abdul
Ghani Bhat and Bilal Lone — firmly on the
back foot despite their pretending otherwise.
Sajjad’s question as to how his father and his
supposed killer can both be seen as martyrs
has not been answered.

The historic talks have now to be
taken ahead with a group that represents
one region, one religion and a part of one
ideology at that; a splinter group which is
further splintering. To expect that a solution
will somehow emerge out of even the most
cordial of interactions with them is hoping
for far too much. Perhaps we should, as
Mr Advani says, keep the hype down the next
time the two sides meet.
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~Govt speaks to Army

after Hurriyat threat

- Bharti Jain
NEW DELHI 25 FEBRUARY

NXIOUS to keep the
A Hurriyat Conference en-
gaged, the Centre on
Wednesday moved swiftly and
issued fresh instructions to the
Army and para-military forces to
strictly guard against human
rights violations while carrying
out search and cordon opera-
tions in Jammu and Kashmir.
The instructions went out
soon after Hurriyat chairman
Maulana Abbas Ansari threat-
ened to pull out of the one-
round-old talks, if the human
rights situation on the ground
did not undergo any discernible
change. The Centre, which obvi-
ously took Mr Ansari’s warning
with all seriousness, did not
waste any time in getting its in-
termediaries to convey to the
Hurriyat its latest directions ask-

ABBAS: HAWK EYE

ing the security forces, particu-
larly its lower level personnel, to
fallin line or face strict action. In-
telligence sources disclosed that
the Hurriyat has agreed to watch
out for some positive change on

the ground before okaying the
dates forits second round of talks
with deputy prime minister LK.
Advani. The talks are tentatively
scheduled for the third or fourth
week of March.

“The fact that the Hurriyat has
only warned the Centre and not
opted out of the negotiations al-
together, indicates that the amal-

gam isstill on board,” a senior in-

telligence official told the ET.

According to intelligence
agencies, the Hurriyat may have
been forced to warn of its with-
drawal from the talks due to
growing pressure from other
hardliner separatist groups, par-
ticularly its Syed Ali Shah Geelani
faction. With the latter accusing
the Ansari faction of having com-
promised on the Kashmir cause
in agreeing to negotiate with the
Centre, the recentincidents of se-
curity forces killing five unarmed
civilians in Bandipore.

Che Economic Timet 26 ro, )
o,




\V4

“Future talks depend'on |

"situation

Masood Hussain
"~ SRINAGAR 16 FEBRUARY

HE moderates faction of
T Hurriyat Conference
which had a round of
talks with Central leaders last
month, has threatened pullout
from dialogue process, if the hu-
man rights situation in the state
does notimprove. The groupin-
sisted that most of the promises
made with them by the Centre
stand unfulfilled as the schedule
for next round is approaching.
“We did not exhibit the show-
off politics when five innocent
civilians were killed in Chat-
tibandi in Bandipora. Rather we
told the Government of India to
stop human rights violations. Its
result was that deputy prime
minister L.K. Advani chaired a
meeting of all security agencies
/asking them to stop the human

The Economic Times

ALL'Ss Not WELL

rights violations,” Prof Abdul
Gani Bhat told media persons af-
ter the executive meeting con-
cluded on Monday.

Prof Bhat said they would like
tosee the change on ground and
that alone will determine the fu-
ture course of action with regard
to the second round of negotia-
tions. “There is still enough time

i I: Bhat

for the second round of talks.
We will monitor the situation on
ground and accordingly the de-
cision would be taken. We con-
sider discretion a better part of
valour,” he said.

Prof Bhat was unhappy that
the Centre did not release any of
the political detainees. “We have
a list of 32 persons released on
Eid. But most of the people re-
leased are either timber smug-
glers or surrendered militants.
And none of the persons whose
list we had given to the Centre
hasbeen released.”

“This is a serious flaw. And the
Centre should realize it and
show sincerity which only can
take the process forward,” he
said. After the Bandipore mas-
sacre, National Conference
president Omar Abdullah had
suggested that the Hurriyat
leaderspull out .
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\/
_~HELLO HURRIYAT
<% More than g courtesy callo5))

VEN if the first rgu%ﬂ lded little more than good

atmospherics and a promise to meet again, there
should be no underplaying the importance of the Deputy
Prime Minister’s maiden official interaction with repre-
sentatives of the moderate faction of the Hurriyat Con-
ference. Hopefully both sides have risen above the mis-
givings generated by the comment that with an Indo-
Pak dialogue on the cards there was only marginal sig- .
nificance to the talks with the Kashmiri group, hopefully
too there will be satisfaction out there on the ground -
when an “announcement” is made, expected around Id. |
The release of some political prisoners, perhaps the
security forces reverting to the “non-initiation of combat
operations” (a step short of a unilateral cease-fire)
against militants that was tried out a couple of years ago
are being mentioned — the experiment would be worth
it. Anything that would help isolate the militants would :
contribute to the path blazed in North Block: to let
political talk replace the sound of gunfire.

While the Hurriyat leaders have indeed shown some °
courage in accepting the invitation to talk, New Delhi
has also modified its stance in extending that invitation.
For quite some time the government appeared confused
over the kind of status to be accorded to the multi-party
conglomerate, now it has recognised that it does have.
true representative value. If the suggestion that the
AHPC reach out to people beyond the Valley was in-
tended to cut it down to size, truly tongue-in-cheek was
the Hurriyat’s interpretation — it should be permitted
to reach out across the LoC to the folk in POK. All those
involved in the-talks should be prepared for more of the
same jn the next round at the conference table.

New Delhi will now have to learn to deal with the
Kashmir issue at several levels simultaneously. While
obviously a genuine solution lies in the realm of Indo-
Pak accord, a “happy valley” would be a vantage point
from which to approach the bilateral dialogue. That’s
where backing the various efforts of Mufti Mohd.
Sayeed’s government and securing a positive response
from the Ansari-faction of the APHC enter the picture.
The former must not be ignored now that the latter
seems to be coming on board. Both will, no doubt, play
only supporting roles but without which the main plot
will be hard to unravel.

Essential to any forward movement will be the
building up of a certain trust between the Centre and
the Hurriyat. That will not be simple, given the baggage
of the past. There will be patience required, particularly
since the powers-that-be at the Centre will soon be
deeply involved in electioneering.

At all cost what must be avoided is the creation of an
impression that talking to the Hurriyat, and indeed a
publicised round of negotiations with the NSCN-IM, are
part of the presentation of a particular face of the
government aimed at garnering votes. For if it does
transpire that the Advani-Hurriyat meet was' a mere
courtesy call, there is every danger of the wires getting
terribly crossed once more.
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{Goodwil] season on,
~ Hurriyat leaders
" meet Vajpayee

A\ S
le&g_\?\vs NETWORI> "

New Delhi: Continuing
the feel-good season on
Kashmir, the Hurriyat
leaders met Prime Minis-
ter Vajpayee on ¥riday and
thanked him for sparing
time and his leadership for
carving out a vision to
solve the 56-year-old prob-
lem. They also praised Pak-
istani president General [
Pervez Musharraf for
showing the guts to shake
hands with India.

Though senior Hurriyat
leader Mirwaiz Umar Fa-
rooq kept repeating that
the visit was merely a cour-
tesy call, he hinted that
many issues came up for
discussion during the 45-
minute meeting and that the PM gave
them a patient hearing.

The issue of a ceasefire in J&K and the
Hurriyat leaders’ visit to Pakistan, he
said, would be discussed later. “There
has to be consensus”.

He added that more organisations, in-
side and outside the Hurriyat like the
people of Jammu and Ladakh, were wel-
come to join the talks. Later, even the mil-
itants could be included, he said. “But
Thursday’s discussion between Deputy
PM L K Advani and the Hurriyat leaders
was the official meeting,” he said firmly.

Asked which groups he would meet in
Pakistan if the government allows them
to visit that country, the Mirwaiz said he
would be meeting the leadership of Pak-
istan, Pakistan-occupied Kashmir and
the Mujahideen.

According to him, the Hurriyat would

Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee with the chairman of the
All-Party Hurriyat Conference, Moulana Abbas Ansari,
at the former’s residence in New Delhi on Friday

adopt a two-tier approach. The first was
to solve the problem step-by-step. “We
have some proposals and ideas which we
did not discuss on Thursday. We will put
them before the governments of India
and Pakistan,” he said.

The second was that while the peace
process is on, Kashmiris should be given
respite from violence. “The issue of hu-
man rights violation and the state of de-
tainees should be addressed,” he said.

Reiterating that the Kashmir issue was
not restricted to individuals, organisa-
tions or political parties, the Mirwaiz
said the Hurriyat and people of J&K
were in favour of a lasting solution and
shared Mr Vajpayee’s vision for peace.

The Hurriyat team would be back in
the Capital after Id to meet officials of
the Pakistan High Commission and oth-
er foreign missions.
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entre, Hurriyat agree to find

‘durable solution’ to Kashmlr issue

The Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, making a point to the Hurriyat Conference leaders at the North Block in New Delhi on Thursday. The Hurriyat
leaders (from left) are: Mirwaiz Umar Faroogq, Bilal Lone, Abdul Gani Bhat, Moulana Abbas Ansari and Fazal Haque Qureshi. — Photo: Shanker Chakravarty

By Vinay Kumar

NEW DELHI, JAN. 22. THE Leaders of the All
Parties Hurriyat Conference and the Dep-
uty Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, met here
today and agreed to find an “honourable
and durable solution” to the Kashmir
problem through dialogue, hoping that
all forms of violence at all levels would
end.

The much-awaited meeting, the first at
this level, also agreed to adopt a “step-by-
step approach that would lead to the res-
olution of all outstanding issues relating
to Jammu and Kashmir.”

The Hurriyat leaders will pay a courte-
sy call on the Prime Minister, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, tomorrow.

After the two-and-a-half-hour mara-
thon-session between Mr. Advani and the
Hurriyat delegation, led by its chairman,
Maulana Abbas Ansari, and comprising
Abdul Ghani Bhat, Mirwaiz Umar Farooq,
Bilal Ghani Lone and Fazal-ul-Haq Qu-

reshi, the two sides expressed satisfaction
that a “good beginning” had been made.
The next round will be held in March.

According to privileged sources, the
mood among the Hurriyat leaders was
“more than positive” and they “soft-ped-
alled” their reported desire to visit Pakis-
tan to talk to the militant organisations
there. Sources said they realised that the
first meeting was not the occasion to raise
matters of “passport and visas.”

A joint statement was read out by Mr.
Ghani Bhat before a crowd of jostling
camera teams and reporters outside
North Block. It stated that the discussions
were “amicable, free, frank and fruitful.”
The Hurriyat leaders were escorted out by
security personnel.

Addressing a press conference later,
Mr. Advani said the Hurriyat leaders ex-

pressed a desire to meet Mr. Vajgpyee. | IQ as development i roncemep;f

ers tomorrow.”

Mr. Advani said the meeting was a
“good beginning” and a dialogue process
had been initiated on Jammu and Kash-
mir insofar as elements not part of the
political process were concerned. He
sought to fit in today’s meeting with the
bigger picture emerging since the free
and fair Assembly polls held in the State
in 2002, the process that was consolidat-
ed by the Prime Minister’s April 2003 of-
fer of “hand of friendship” to Pakistan
and which ultimately culminated in the
recent joint statement between India and
Pakistan in Islamabad. )

“A climate has been created. All these
contributed to the new atmosphere, an
atmosphere in which there is determina-
tion all round to see violence com an
end and the State,&;noves forward if
na&‘ “Rd-*

have spoken to the Prime Minister in vani said.

Pune and apprised him of our meeting.
He has agreed to meet the Hurriyat lead-

Mr. Advani said he told the
delegation that though he woul

st A

with election tours, he would meet them
in the latter part of March in keeping with
the “good beginning” made today.

To a query, he said the Hurriyat leaders
raised the issue of detenus languishing in
jails and it was agreed to put systems in
place for a “rapid review” of the cases of
prisoners not involved in heinous crimes.

Clarifying the need to enlarge the dia-
logue process, Mr. Advani said he told the
delegation about the plight of Kashmiri
Pandits living in pathetic conditions in
camps outside the Valley for more than a
decade.

The joint statement said the delegation
was committed to enlarging the dialogue
process to cover all regions of Jammu and
Kashmir and addressing the concerns of
all communities.

Mr. Advani was assisted in the talks by
the Ceatre’s interlocutor on Jammu and
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GOOD BEGINNING, SAYS ADVANI

“Kashmir talks

NEW DELHI, Jan. 22. —
A promise to rapidly rev-
iew cases of political det-
ainees and positive assur-
ances of consideration of
other Hurriyat demands
today saw the Advani-Hur-
riyat dialogue moving into
second gear that would wit-
ness a drastic scaling down
of rhetoric from both sides
and adopting a step-by-
step approach to build on
the atmosphere of peace.

There were also indica-
tions of an important “ann-
ouncement” being made on
3 February to coincide with
Id. “Pm sure the Centre
will announce something
on the occasion of Id that
would give some relief to
the people of Kashmir,”
one of the Hurriyat leaders,
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, said
after the meeting. A possi-
ble halt of operations by
security forces in the state
is expected.

The five-member Hurr-
iyat team will pay a cour-
tesy call on the Prime
Minister tomorrow. The
leaders will return to Delhi
in late March for a second
round of talks with the
Deputy Prime Minister.

At the end of the 90-
minute meeting, the two
sides said the discussions
were “amicable, free, frank
and fruitful”. Mr LK Adva-
ni described the meeting as
a “very good beginning”.

raise hopes'

Besides Maulana Ansari,
the Hurriyat team com-
prised Prof. Abdul Ghani
Bhat, Mirwaiz Umar Far-
ooq, Mr Bilal Lone and Mr
Fazal-ul-Haq Qureshi. Mr
Advani was assisted by the
Centre’s interlocutor Mr
NN Vohra and home secre-
tary Mr N Gopalaswamy.

During the meeting, the
Hurriyat leaders talked
about the lingering suspi-
cion in Kashmir towards
the Centre. They urged the
Centre to work towards
strengthening the people’s
faith in the government by
keeping promises made to
them. Mr Advani reassured
them of the Centre’s com-
mitment to peace.

A synopsis of the min-
utes of the meeting said it
was agreed that the only
way forward was to ensure
that all forms of violence
at all levels should come to
an end.

THE STATESMAN 2 % JAN 0

" Mr LK Advani with urriyat leaders on y. AFP

——

Mr Advani told the lead-
ers that the Hurriyat
should think of all sections
of Kashmiris, including the
Pandits who’ve been living
in “pathetic conditions”.

The Hurriyat, Mr Adv-
ani later said, “appreciat-
ed” this sentiment and in
the joint statement, ex-
pressed their commitment
to the “enlargement of the
dialogue to cover all reg-
ions and all communities”.
The Hurriyat wants inclu-
sion of the PoK people too
in the peace process.

Mirwaiz Farooq said Mr
Advani was not opposed
to the idea of Hurriyat lea-
ders visiting Pakistan.

The Hurriyat, he said,
has been advocating a tri-
angular dialogue process if
tripartite is not possible,
and “that is happening”.

Mixed response from
separatists, pag,‘t



“Top Hizb commander
shot dead near Srinagar

| o
""" @ Climax

By Praveen Swami

NEW DELHI/SRINAGAR, JAN. 16.
Ghulam Rasool Dar, overall
commander of the Hizb-ul
Mujahideen’s operations in
Jammu and Kashmir, was shot
dead by the Army this
afternoon.

Better known by his aliases,
Ghazi Nasiruddin, Riyaz
Rasool and Zubair, Dar was
second in the Hizb command,
reporting only to its amir or
supreme commander,
Mohammad Yusuf Shah. Dar’s
elimination is a blow to the
outfit’s command structure
and could have consequences
for the imminent dialogue
between the Centre and the
secessionist politicians in the
State.

Dar was killed in a brief
encounter with the 2 Rashtriya
Rifles battalion at Zainakot,
near Srinagar. Fayyaz Ahmad,
a Hizb deputy divisional
commander in-charge of south
Kashmir, was shot dead along
with him. A resident of Tral,
Ahmad also handled the
outfit’s finance and publicity
work. Sources told The Hindu
that the battalion, acting on
the basis of information
provided by a local source,
cordoned off the house in
which Dar and Ahmad were
hiding.

Dar’s elimination marks the
climax of a long-running hunt
that began soon after he took
charge in November 2003. The
breakthrough came when the
intelligence agencies began
intercepting calls made by him
on his Thuraya hand-held
satellite phone.

India is among the few
countries in Asia with a
significant satellite signal
interception capability, which
~ is enabled by a string of
listening stations run by the
Research and Analysis Wing's
National Technical Intelligence
Communication Centre.

Sources say the security
forces finally succeeded in
shutting the jaws of the trap
around Dar last night — at
5.30 p.m., Border Security
Force personnel eliminated
the Hizb deputy commander,
Mohammad Abbas Malik, at a
safe house in Srinagar. They
found Dar’s satellite phone in
the safe house, along with Rs.
12 lakhs and a Maruti car.

1 \QA[ _
of a long-runnin

The body of Ghulam Rasool Dar, who was killed in
an encounter at a house on the
outskirts of Srinagar, on Friday. — AP

A series of raids began after
Malik’s elimination, targeting
the locations of al! local
telephone numbers dialled
from the satellite phone.
Anticipating that the security
forces would soon locate him
as his safe houses were now
known, Dar fled Srinagar
along with Ahmad. The local
intelligence available to the
Rashtriya Rifles enabled them
to win the race. “If the
Rashtriya Rifles hadn’t found
him,” a senior officer told The
Hindu, “someone else would
have. Half the security forces
around Srinagar were looking
for Dar last night, and we had
a pretty good idea of the
places he could be in”.

Dar’s elimination will have
considerable consequences for
the Hizb’s operations. The
crganisation has lost a string
of top-level commanders over
the last year — a sign, some
believe, of a blood feud within
the organisation sparked off
by the 2002 assassination of
the pro-dialogue commander,
Abdul Majid Dar.

In April, the security forces
succeeded in eliminating Dar’s
predecessor, Ghulam Rasool
Khan, who operated under the
code names, Saif-ul-Islam and
Engineer Zamaan. Dar’s
deputy, Saif-ul-Rahman Bajwa,
a Pakistani, was subsequently
killed by the BSF in
November.

g hunt

As things stand, the Hizb
will be hard-pressed to find a
credible successor to Dar, a
Jamaat-e-Islami veteran, who
enjoyed the personal
confidence of the Hizb amir.
Dar himself had been
reluctant to serve in the
Valley, and delayed filling the
post for several months after
Khan was killed.

Now, Shah needs to
nominate someone from
among his diminishing circle
of confidants on the Hizb's
central command council,
since the organisation is
fighting against time to stall
the imminent dialogue
between the All Parties
Hurriyat Conference
moderates and New Delhi.

In recent days, the Hizb and
its sister organisations such as
the Jamait-ul-Mujahideen have
held out threats to the life of
APHC moderates. Dar is also
believed to have met the
Jamaat-e-Islami chief, Syed
Nazir Ahmad Kashani, to
demand that the organisation
throw its weight behind the
Islamist leader, Syed Ali Shah
Geelani.

Mr. Geelani has opposed
the talks soon scheduled to
take place between the APHC
and New Delhi, although he
has backed the parallel India-
Pakistan detente. Dar’s efforts
to swing support for Mr.
Geelani had, however, met
with little success.

Interestingly, both Dar and
the Hizb central division

commander, Abdul Rashid Pir, :

had in recent weeks met
senior political leaders from
the ruling People’s Democratic
Party and the Opposition
National Conference.

One meeting, with a top
PDP leader, is believed to have
taken place only four diys
ago. Little is known about the
possible content of this
dialogue track.

While the PDP has
enthusiastically backed the
New Delhi-APHC dialogue, it
has also been calling for the
Hizb's participation in the
negotiations.

Some analysts believe that
the PDP has a long-term
interest in seeing the APHC
dialogue fail since the
moderates and the party
compete for essentially the
same mass constituency.

THE HINDU
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- Hurriyat
in unity
last call

Srinagar, Jan. 14 (PTI). Hurriy-
at Conference chairman Maula-
na Mohammad Abbas Ansari to-
day said he was making a last att-
empt at uniting the factions of
the conglomerate before sitting
down for talks with the Centre
and also expressed willingness
to amend the Hurriyat consti-
tution to curtail his tenure.

“This is my last attempt to
forge unity among freedom-lov-
ing parties,” Ansari said a day
after receiving the invitation for
talks on January 22 from the
Centre. “Those who come this
time are welcome.... There will
be no more offers.”

Ansari said a written invita-
tion from a Hurriyat delegation
has been sent to Jammu and Kas-
hmir Liberation Front chairm-
an Mohammad Yasin Malik, Pe-
ople’s League leader Shiekh Ab-
dul Aziz, who is at present in jail,
and Jamaat-e-Islami chief Syed
Nazir Ahmad Kashani.

The JKLF and the People’s
League have maintained dist-
ance from both factions of the
Hurriyat since it split in Septem-
Dber last year. Jamaat pulled out
from the Ansari-led faction and
decided not to support the rival
one led by Syed Ali Shah Geelani
till greater unity was achieved.

Rejecting the invitation, Ja-
maat spokesman Zahi Ali said
the call to attend tomorrow’s
meeting was “irrelevant” as his
party did not support any of the
Hurriyat factions.

“We want to make it clear
that following the split in the
Hurriyat, the forum has lost the
right to represent the people of
Jammu and Kashmir,” Ali said
in a statement here. All the units
of the Hurriyat were function-
ing independently and these en-
tities could not hold talks on be-
half of the people of the state, he
added.

But Ansari iterated the invi-
tation, saying: “We have been
trying to impress upon all the
leaders to attend the meeting to
be held tomorrow as it is in the
interests of the people of Jam-
mu and Kashmir that we unite.”

Asked it Geelani had been in-
vited, he said: “There is no ques-
tion of that till he claims to be
Hurriyat chairman. Hurriyat is
an amalgam of parties, not indi-
viduals.”

The Hurriyat chairman said
he was ready for an amendment
to the Hurriyat constitution that
would limit his tenure, and that
of his successor, to six months.
_ “Let me make it clear that I am

not going to step down, but an
amendment is possible. Those

who feel that I should go, will
have to follow the proper chan-
nel,” Ansarisaid.

Geelani would have to form a
party and apply for general cou-
ncil membership of the amal-
gam after which the Hurriyat
would decide whether his case
“merits admission into the exec-
utive”, he said.

“Assuming that all this hap-
pens and Geelani or someone
else is elected chairman of the

eath threat

Srinagar, Jan. 14: The hardline
Jamiat-ul Mujahideen today
threatened to kill Maulana Mo-
hammad Abbas Ansari (in pic-
ture above) and other leaders of
his faction, a day after the Hur-
rivat received an invitation
from the Centre for talks.

“Ansari and his colleagues
are hereby warned not to kneel
at the doorsteps of Delhi or else
they will face dire consequen-
ces,” the outfit’s self-styled field
commander-general Moham-
mad Umer said. “Ansari and his
colleagues will be done to death
one by one,” he said.

Hurriyat, I will have no objecti-
on. But we need to follow the Hu-
rriyat discipline,” Ansari said.

On taking like-minded parti-
es outside the Hurriyat into con-
fidence ahead of the talks, Ansa-
ri said the amalgam would dis-
cuss the issues tomorrow and a
separate meeting would be held
for such organisations.

“We will be inviting parties
and groups outside the Hurriyat,
like traders and the chamber of
commerce, separately. Doctors,
engineers and intellectuals will
also be consulted on a later date,”
he added.

Jammu and Kashmir Democ-
ratic Freedom Party chairman

" Shabir Ahmad Shah is also like-

ly to be invited for consultations.
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SLOW BUT STEADY

he tortoisé ‘ the hare. The slov&?legotiations
I to establish peace in Jammu and Kashmir
should not dishearten anybody. The decision by
the Centre to schedule talks with the All Party Hurriy-
at Conference shows progress is being made. Although
it is unlikely that there will be an immediate break-
through, it is critical to initiate and sustain a dialogue
with separatist groups from Jammu and Kashmir. It
may be recalled that the Central government has, over
the last couple of years, made attempts at starting for-
mal talks with the APHC. It had even appointed
Mr K.C. Pant, the deputy chairman of the planning
commission, and, then, the former Union home secre-
tary, Mr N.N. Vohra, as its interlocutors. These efforts,
however, were not successful for a variety of reasons.
Hardliners in the APHC were insisting that the talks
should include Pakistan as well. The separatists also
wanted that the talks should be unconditional and be
carried out by the political leadership in New Delhi.
Many of these objections have been dealt with because
of reciprocal concessions by the Centre and the APHC.
The deputy prime minister, Mr L.K. Advani, will now
initiate the talks, but the process may be continued by
Mr Vohra. The APHC has given up its demand for Pak-
istan’s inclusion, while New Delhi has made it clear
that the dialogue will be conducted without pre-condi-
tions. Moreover, the expulsion of the hardliner Ja-
maat-i-Islami leader, Mr Syed Ali Shah Geelani, from
the APHC paved the way for the dialogue.

The beginning of the dialogue will be welcomed in
Jammu and Kashmir. The APHC may or may not rep-
resent the opinion of the majority in Jammu and
Kashmir, but they do articulate the sentiments of all
those in the Kashmir valley alienated by the Central
government’s policies. Expectations of a quick agree-
ment would, however, be misplaced. The moderates
within the APHC cannot be seen as compromising
with New Delhi, and the Centre too cannot be expected
to produce an imaginative political package before the
general elections. What would be useful is to exploit
the initial phase of the dialogue to build trust and ex-
plore options. It is essential, of course, no matter how
great the differences, that the dialogue be continued
until there is some successful outcome. The conflict in
Jammu and Kashmir, as is obvious, has both external
and internal dimensions. It is heartening that the gov-
ernment has now taken steps to address both the di-

mensions, by reviving the dialogue with Is@eﬂ

and by initiating talks with Srinagar.
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@® Government open to one-on-one meeting with Advani

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELH), JAN. 13. To give fillip to the peace
efforts concerning Jammu and Kashmir, the
Government today invited the All Parties
Hurriyat Conference (APHC) for tatks with
the Deputy Prime Minister, LK. Advani,
here on January 22.

The formal invitation was extended to
the Hurriyat faction led by the moderate
Maulana Abbas Ansari, official sources said
here.

The invitation said that “pursuant to the
decision of the Cabinet Committee on Se-
curity (CCS) on October 22, the Deputy
Prime Minister would like to meet you on
January 22.”

The Centre’s invitation to the Hurriyat
comes close on the heels of a thaw in India-
Pakistan relations and a successful SAARC
summit which concluded last week in
Islamabad.

Sources said the Government would be
“open’’ to the approach of the Hurriyat if it
wanted to have a one-on-one meeting with

THE HINDU

Mr. Advani or would also like officials like
the Union Home Secretary, N. Gopalaswa-
mi, and the Centre’s interlocutor on Kash-
mir, N.N. Vohra, to meet them. It was also
not clear as to how many Hurriyat leaders
would like to visit North Block for a meeting
with Mr. Advani. It would be their highest
level of contact in the Government ever
since the CCS authorised the Deputy Prime
Minister to talk to the Hurriyat. The Gov-
ernment is keen not to evolve either a rigid
or “too bureaucratic approach” towards
proposed talks with the Hurriyat, the sourc-
es said here.

Over the past few months, the Hurriyat
too has suffered setbacks as another faction
of the separatist amalgam was formed un-
der the leadership of Syed Ali Shah Geelani
with the Jamat-e-Islami walking out of it.

On the other hand, the Centre too was
busy formulating its strategy and working
out modalities for talks with the Hurriyat. A
subcommittee of top bureaucrats from the
Prime Minister’s Office, the Home Ministry
and the Intelligence Bureau was formed for

14 JAN 2004

the purpose. It met as recently as last week
amid indications that the invitation to the
Hurriyat would be sent out soon though the
air was thick with the debate on early Lok
Sabha polls.

Kashmir observers opine that the Vaj-
payee Government appears keen to dem-
onstrate its commitment and sincerity in
working out a peaceful, negotiated settle-
ment of the Kashmir problem and restoring
peace in the strife-torn valley.

The “peace initiative”’ gathered momen-
tum when the Prime Minister, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, addressed a public rally in April
last in Srinagar and offered the hand of
friendship to Pakistan.

In August-end, Mr. Vajpayee, Mr. Advani
and a number of Chief Ministers gathered
for a two-day inter-State meeting in Srina-
gar and the decision to have talks with the
Hurriyat came two months later. Also, the
Congress-PDP Government in the State, led

by Mufti Mohammad Sayeed, impressed -

upon the Centre on the need to talk to the
Hurriyat.
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New Delhi, Jan. 10: The crucial
meeting between deputy Prime
Minister L.K. Advani and the
moderate Hurriyat leadership is
in danger of coming unstuck
over an invitation letter.

The group led by Maulana
Abbas Ansari of the Hurriyat
Conference is keen to get a for-
mal invitation from the Centre,
but highly placed sources in
Delhi said the deputy Prime
Minister believes it is not neces-
sary as a formal announcement
has been made.

The Ansari faction today said
it had not received any formal in-
vitation from the Centre for talks
as yet, according to a PTI report.
“We have not received any for-
mal invitation for talks as yet.
We will frankly admit having re-
ceived the invitation when it is
formally extended to us,” Ansari
said when asked to comment on
media reports that the Centre
had extended an invitation for
talks to the Hurriyat, said the re-
port.

The Hurriyat leaders want a
formal invitation mainly beca-
use they do not want to give the
impression to local supporters
that, in their eagerness to talk to
New Delhi, they are willing to
overlook normal courtesies.

The Hurriyat wants “talks
with honour”. Delhi, however,
does not seem to be in a mood to
oblige and the best the Hurriyat
can hope for is an invitation like
the one sent by Planning Com-
mission deputy chairman K.C.
Pant when he travelled to Srina-
gar for consultations with all
section of Kashmiri society.

Invite cloud on
Valley

SEEMA GUHA \\\\\ Cl\

talks™
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One reason those in Delhi
dealing with the Hurriyat talks
are eager for a start to be made is
to ensure that efforts to get mod-
erate leaders like Mirwaiz Umer
Farcoq to join the Syed Shah
Geelani faction of the Hurriyat
is defeated. Delhi does not trust
Geelani, believing he is too close
to Pakistan.

However, even if the Hurriy-
at leaders meet Advani, the first
meeting will not have much on
the agenda. “We have no agenda.
We want to listen to what the
Hurriyat leaders have to say,” ex-
plained a senior official dealing
with Kashmir. The government
wants to keep the Hurriyat lead-
ers engaged and wait to see the
outcome of the India-Pakistan
peace moves, he said.

For now the entire govern-
ment is with Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s peace ef-
forts, especially Advani who has
once again publicly backed the
peace moves.

“Three days ago Vajpayeeji
was in Islamabad. The decision
(to meet President Pervez
Musharraf) no doubt is historic
and a major breakthrough,” said
the deputy Prime Minister today
at the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
function here.

Advani said the situation in
Kashmir has improved consider-
ably after elections were held in
the state in October 2002. The re-
turn of tourists is a good indica-
tor of the changed circum-
stances, he added.

“Last year, the Valley attract-
ed over 1.5 lakh tourists. Dal
Lake and Gulmarg are again
places of holiday today,” he said
and asked NRIs to visit Srinagar.
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=~ Jamaat-e-Islami takes on Hizb

\ By Praveen Swami

SRINCA , JAN. 8. The top Hizb-ul-Mujahi-
deen colnmander Ghulam Rasool Dar, who
operates‘using the nom de guerre Riyaz Ra-
sool, has returned to the Kashmir valley,
charged with drumming up support for the
pro-Pakistan Islamist leader, Syed Ali Shah
Geelani.

Mr. Dar, a member of the Hizb-ul-Muja-
hideen’s Pakistan-based Command Coun-
cil, is thought to have entered Jammu and
Kashmir in mid-December. Since then, he
has brought pressure to bear on the Ja-
maat-e-Islami, at one time considered the
patron political front of the Hizb-ul-Muja-
hideen, to back Mr. Geelani’s rejection of
imminent talks between members of the
secessionist All Parties Hurriyat Conference
and the Indian Government.

So far, however, Mr. Dar’s high-risk mis-
sion has not had a lot of success. Growing
resistance to Pakistani fiat is evident within
the powerful Jamaat-e-Islami, which nur-
tured most of the Hizb commanders. In
early December, Mr. Geelani's protégé,
Ashraf Sehrai, had launched a campaign to
garner the Jamaat-e-Islami's support for
the Islamist leader, who has rejected the
mainstream APHC’s efforts to begin a dia-
logue with India. Mr. Sehrai’s public sup-
port for Mr. Geelani led to his removal as
the Jamaat-e-Islami’s Naib Amir, or deputy
chief. The decision was taken by the Amir,
or chief, of the Jamaat-e-Islami, Syed Nazir
Ahmad Kashani, a moderate long opposed
to the ongoing violence in the State.

Pressure from the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen,
Jamaat-e-Islami insiders say, then forced
the organisation’s leadership to summon a
meeting of their highest decision-making
body, the Markazi Majlis-e-Shoora, on De-
cember 29. To their surprise, hardliners
within the Jamgat<e-Islami found them-

selves marginalised. Mr. Kashani was made
head of the Jamaat-e-Islami’'s political
wing, a post earlier held by Mr. Geelani, but
was firmly told to toe the organisational
line. Mr. Sehrai, with Hizb backing,
launched a fresh offensive on January 6,
telling a rally in Sopore that Mr. Geelani
“was headed in the right direction.” The ve-
ry next day, however, the Jamaat-e-Islami
issued a signed statement denying that Mr.
Sehrai had said any such thing.

As things stand, the Jamaat-e-Islami has
studiously kept itself out of the Islamist-
centrist power struggle. On January 1, the
Markazi Majlis-e-Shoora, or central consul-
tative committee, reiterated its traditional
stand by calling for either the implementa-
tion of the United Nations resolutions on
Jammu and Kashmir or a three-way dia-
logue between India, Pakistan and repre-
sentatives of the State’s people. Notably,
however, the Jamaat-e-Islami went public
with a commitment to “democratic and
constitutional struggle,” an indication of
willingness to operate within the four cor-
ners of the Indian political system. Article 5
of the Jamaat-e-Islami’s own constitution
obliges it to use such means, and to desist
from any which “may contribute to the
strife on earth.”

In an exclusive interview to The Hindu,
Mr. Kashani dwelt on several important
strands in the Jamaat-e-Islami’s new think-
ing. He welcomed the ongoing détente
process between India and Pakistan, reject-
ing criticism directed at it by the head of the
Jamaat-e-Islami in Pakistan, Qazi Hussain
Ahmad, and the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen su-
premo, Mohammad Yusuf Shah, who uses
the code-name Syed Salahuddin. “The fact
that these two countries are headed in the
direction of peace,” he said, “should be a
source of great happiness to us all.”

“The primary purpose of the Jamaat-e-

Islami,” Mr. Kashani continued, “is to invite
all people, irrespective of their language,
colour or nationality, to the path of Islam,
by placing its message before them. To this
end, we are committed to peaceful, over-
ground means.”

Jamaat-e-Islami sources say that Mr.
Kashani’s stand is the outcome of a five-
year ideological debate within the organisa-
tion. In 1997, the Jamaat-e-Islami’s then-
Amir, G.M. Bhat, was released from prison
and took charge of the organisation. In an
interview given soon after, Mr. Bhat dis-
tanced the Jamaat-e-Islami from the Hizb-
ul-Mujahideen, and called for an end to
“gun culture.” This incensed Mr. Geelani,
but had the backing of the Jamaat-e-Islami |
rank and file, who had been at the receiving |
end of the Indian military operations di- -
rected at the Hizb supporters. Mr. Bhat also °
had the support of those within the Jamaat-
e-Islami leadership who believed that the
organisation’s linkages with the Hizb had .
become an obstacle to its primary, prose-
lytising mission.

Matters came to a head in May last year,
when Mr. Bhat announced that Mr. Geelani .
would no longer represent the organisation
in the APHC. The decision was taken as re-
lations between Islamists and centrists had
reached a breaking point, and Mr. Geelani .
had stopped attending APHC meetings.
Hizb-ul-Mujahideen spokesperson Salim
Hashmi described Mr. Bhat's action as -
helping an “Indian plot of derailing the
freedom movement,” and demanded that
the Jamaat-e-Islami endorse Mr. Geelani’s
“principled stand” to “save the freedom
movement from disintegration at this cru-
cial juncture.”

Now, the failure of Mr. Dar’s high-risk
covert visit to the valley suggests the Hizb-
ul-Mujahideen has few friends left, even
among its one-time mentors.
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R. VENKATARAMAN

New Delhi, Jan. 7: The
Supreme Court today dismissed
a petition that sought scrapping
of Article 370, the constitutional
provision which accords special
status to Jammu and Kashmir.

A division bench of Justices
Ruma Pal and S.B. Sinha said
“constitutional provisions can-
not be challenged on political
grounds” and declined to give
any reason for dismissing the
petition.

Balraj Madhok, former presi-
dent of the erstwhile Bharatiya
Jan’ Sangh, the BJP’s earlier
avatar, had challenged the provi-
sion on the ground that the Con-
stitution envisaged it as a “tem-
porary provision”.

This is the first time that the
provision has been challenged in
the apex court, as successive gov-
ernments have failed to do away
with it, Madhok’s counsel R.V.
Bhasin said.

Madhok argued that the Con-
stitution had made it clear that
the provision was temporary.
The heading to the article, he
pointed out, reads “Temporary
provisions with respect to the
state of Jammu and Kashmir”,
The provision, he added, does
not anywhere specify or define
the temporary period and sought
a directive to the Union govern-
ment to “fix” a period and abro-
gate the article after that period
isover.

The petition contended that
Article 370 was “contrary to the
basic structure of the Constitu-
tion” as it went against the
“equality” clause mandated in
the statute by providing special
status to a state.

gej jects plea
on J&K status

“There cannot he discrimi-
natory treatment between 500
princely states on one side and
the state of J&K on the other
side,” the petition said, pointing
to the annexation of these
princely states at the time of In-
dependence.

“The existence of Article 370
in the Constitution has created
more trouble in Kashmir,” Mad-
hok said in his petition. He ar-
gued that it was “absolutely es-
sential” that normality returns
to Jammu and Kashmir, “which
cannot be done without permit-
ting the citizens of India to pur-
chase or acquire properties” in
the state and “permitting...free
flow of business”.

Bhasin contended that citi-
zens of Jammu and Kashmir
were allowed to reside, settle and
purchase properties anywhere
in the country, but under Article
370, citizens from other parts of
India cannot purchase or ac-
quire property in the state. This,
Bhasin said, was a violation of
the fundamental right under Ar-
ticle 14, which enshrines “equal-
ity before law and equal applica-
tion of law” for all citizens of the
country.

The petition said many of
those who migrated to the state
since 1947 have not been allowed
to vote in local body and Ass-
embly elections and the “fun-
damental rights” of a large se-
ction of people living in the
state have been “denied” for over
50 years.

The petition requested the
court to declare that “inclus-
jon and continuation of Article
370 in the Constitution is agai-
nst the spirit of the Constitut-
ion itself”.
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