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L\" N Lesson for officials in Bihar

he glaring case of the Patna district magistrate having

to cat humble pie over the defacement of public
property by the ruling party in the state is typical of the
plight of IAS officers who are normally seen to bend over
backwards to please their political masters, Gautam
Goswami may have had had no choice but bow to the
wishes of Lalu Prasad but he was so hassled that he was
prompted to seek leave in order to go on lien to a private
firm. 1t seems clear that he was in no position to exert his
authority to prevent Lalu Prasad from defacing
government propetty with banners and hoardings prior to
a rally in Patna,

The Patna district magistrate couldn’t have done
anything to stop the Union railway minister from using
trains passing through Patna for his rally and bring more
people to it and he can only feel relieved that the rally has
now been cancelled under pressure from the Election
Commission. But he certainly was in a position to put his
foot down as far as the use of government property was
concerned. The fact that the Election Commission has now
come down heavily on Lalu for clear violations of the
model code of conduct is a healthy sign and should show
how IAS officers ought to attach some value to their
position, :

Gautam Goswami tried and failed and has now to give
up the idea of going on lien because the Election
Commission Has ordered him to remain in his position at
least till the election process is over. But his desire to quit
the administrative service altogether was revealing. Quite
different is the case of the Muzaffarpur district magistrate
who recorded his presence at an encounter between
George Fernandes and a poor Dalit with a 500-rupee note
in the hand. : :

How he came to time his visit so brilliantly is a mystery.

But suspicions arise as to whether he was present when
Fernandes is alleged to be offering cash. He doesn’t know.
There were no television cameras to tell the real story as in
Lalu’s case. Perhaps this ambivalence is now being used to
play political games in which the district magistrate
becomes a willing tool.
- It is impossible to imagine that miracles take place and
such distasteful exhibition of political power will cease.
This is especially in a state like Bihar where a district
official was once slapped by a minister of the state
because he wanted lunch for his entire retinue — obviously
out of public coffers, But the Election Commission has
c'l1ea|rly shown that IAS officers should be firm in upholding
the law,
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PATNA, Dec. 24. — Patna’s high
profile district magistrate, Mr
Gautam Goswami, today proceed-
ed on leave following the state gov-
ernment’s lack of response to grant
permission to him to go on lien to
the Sahara group of companies as
senior vice-president. Mr Goswami
said he proceeded on leave as his
request was yet to be responded to
by the government. “I am even in a
mood to quit the IAS,” he said and

added that he
would be going to
Lucknow in the
first week of
January to hold
by discussions with
the Sahara man-
agement.

Asked whether
he decided to proceed on leave in
the wake of the controversy over
the alleged violation of the model
code of conduct by the ruling RJID
and the Election Commission tak-
ing a tough stand on that, Mr

o gs LET
lls quitting IAS

oswami replied in the negative.
“It was the Election Commission
ich rewarded me with the impor-
tant posting as the district magis-
trate of Patna during the last Lok
Sabha polls, in recognition of the
services | rendered... speculation
about pressure on me from any
quarters is incorrect,” he said.
Meanwhile, more than 30 FIRs
have so far been registered with
different police stations for viola-
tion of the model code of conduct,
officials said today.
No code violation: Lalu, pg 4
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By J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI, DEC. 24. The Railway
Minister and Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RID) president, Lalu Pra-
sad, today emphatically denied
that he or his party had violated
the model code of conduct by
distributing Rs. 100 each to his
partymen in Patna after the an-
nouncement of the election
schedule for Bihar.

Taking a serious view of Mr.
Prasad distributing money to
some Dalits in Patna on Decem-
ber 17, the Commission lodged
a First Information Report
against him for an offence un-
der Section 171-b of the Indian
Penal Code relating to bribery
in the conduct of elections. A
show-cause notice was also is-
sued to the RJD on why action
should not be initiated for de-
recognising the party under the
Election Symbols Order, 1968.

Responding to the notice, Mr.
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Prasad submitted to the Chief
Election Commissioner, T.S.
Krishnamurthy, in writing today
that at no point of time had he
violated the model code of con-
duct.

Talking to reporters, he said,
he had “explained to the CEC
the truth” and that the charges
levelled against him were base-
less. He blamed the National
Democratic Alliance for “mis-
leading” the Commission.

‘People are with me’

On the cancellation of the
RID rally slated for last Thurs-
day in Patna, he said: “People
are with me and, like Mao’s
Great March, were on their way
to Patna from different parts of
the State to attend the R]D rally.
But I was against embarrassing
anyone, so we decided to cancel
the rally.”

On the proposed three-phase
elections in~Bihar, Mr. Prasad

' No violation of.
“‘code: Lalu Prasad”

said he had no problem pre-
senting the Railway budget even
if the elections were held in
three phases.

“The third phase of polling
ends on February 23, I will have
enough time to present the Rail-
way budget even after that,” he
said.

Adviser submits report

The Adviser to the Election
Commission, K.J. Rao, who was
sent to Patna to probe alleged
violations of the model code of
conduct by RJD partymen and
the Bihar Government for the
rally (since cancelled), today
submitted his report to the CEC.

He is said to have presented-
his observations on the “ar-
rangements made by the State
Government for the rally.”
Sources said the full Commis-
sion would consider the report
and take a decision shortly.

THE HINDU
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" POLL OFFICIAL VISITS PATNA

Cases filed
against RID
¢ activists

By Our Special Correspondent

PATNA, DEC. 22. Twenty cases
have been filed against Rashtri-
ya Janata Dal activists for put-
ting up illegal hoarding and
banners in Patna, the District
Magistrate, Goutam Goswami,
said today. Cases have been fil-
ed in Vaishali district also.

The cases were filed on the
directives of the Election Com-
mission Adviser, K.J. Rao, who
toured the two districts to probe
violations of the model code of
conduct.

Mr. Rao assessed the role, if
any, of the State Government
machinery and that of the Rail-
ways in the preparation for a
rally, which the RJD called off
yesterday. Mr. Rao pulled up
several officials for not impos-
ing the rules in matters relating
to putting up hoardings in pub-
lic and prohibited places such
as government buildings.

Mr. Rao, who started his in-
spection at 9 a.m., travelled on
all main roads in Patna and Ha-
jipur and visited the Commer-
cial Taxes office, the bus stand,
the railway station, the airport
and the MLA colony here. He
also went to areas near the
Chief Minister’s residence and
the Raj Bhavan.

Officials pulled up

It was almost the same scene
everywhere and officials, in-
cluding the two District Magist-
rates, were pulled up. The
Deputy Superintendent of Po-
lice replied in the negative
when Mr. Rao asked him if he
had filed a case against those
who had written party slogans
on the walls of the Kotwali po-
lice station. “I've just joined du-
ty,” was the DSP’s excuse. The
officials admitted that hoard-
ings had been put up at various
government buildings and also
named them.

“Were taxes paid on the
hoardings put in the State cap-
ital,” Mr. Rao asked the officials
at the airport before leaving for
New Delhi. The officials replied
in the negative.

Mr. Goswami told Mr. Rao
that permission had been grant-
ed to put up 189 hoardings in
Sadar Patna and that he did not
have the information for other
parts of the capital. Displaying a

THE HNDU

copy of the Bihar Prevention of
Defacement of Property Act,
1985, Mr. Rao said, “It is under
this Act that the hoardings are
to be put up.” Barlier, he asked
labourers if they knew who was
paying them for removing the
hoardings. “The Government,”
they said. He sought to know
why the district administration
was paying for it when the work
should have been paid for by
the RJD. Mr. Goswami said he
would send the bill to the RD.

A visit to the Patna and Haji-
pur railway stations revealed
how the premises had been
“misused” and the trains either
painted or pasted with RJD
posters. “What could I do,” was
the reply of a railway official,
when Mr. Rao asked him why he
allowed the posters and ban-
ners. It was the same story at
the bus stand.

Mr. Rao enquired about the
tents put up in the MLAs’ colo-
ny to accommodate the rally-
ists. “A marriage is being
celebrated,” said the officials.
To this, Mr. Rao retorted: “You
mean to say that marriages are
being held at almost all the offi-
cial residences of the MLAs and
Ministers!”

Mr. Rao told The Hindu that !

he would submit a report to the
EC either tomorrow or latest by
Friday. He, however, declined
to commment on his assessment,
saying, “You people had seen it
when [ went about my job.”
Mr. Rao is carrying with him
notes on the case filed against
the Chief Election Commission-
er, T.S. Krishnamurthy, by some
persons before the Chief Judi-
cial Magistrate. The complai-
nants, who include some Dalit
waqmen, said they were offend-
ed by the case filed against the
RJD chief, Lalu Prasad, for dis-
tributing money to party work-
ers. The petition charged that
the case “amounted to the hu-
miliation of the Dalits.”
Meanwhile, four women who
received money from Mr. Pra-
sad registered their statements

before a magistrate under Sec- '

tion 164. They said that Mr. Pra-

sad had merely obliged them

when they had demanded mon-

ey for buying sweets on his be-
coming the Railway Minister.

1 will not quit, says

Lalu: Page 11



- Lalu rallies support, cancels rall
suseamn s soves § € Sarck hiim, says Vajpayee &

NEW DELHI, Dec. 21. — Reminding Dr Manmohan Singh, of the
collective responsibility of the Cabinet {though the PM was not
present in the House), Mr AB Vajpayee asked the government to
sack Mr Prasad. “Is it not the collective responsibility of the
government and the Prime Minister to remove Mr Prasad... there
are charges against him,” Mr Vajnayee told a Lok Sabha today
during the Zero Hour. Mr Vajpayee reacted aftér Mr Pranab”
Mukherjee, the leader of the House, made.a statement in the Lok
Sabha in the absence of the Prime Minister that it was a matter
between Mr Prasad and the EC, the latter being a constitutional
body. The Opposition was not satisfied and staged a walkout. In the

PATNA, Dec. 21. — In a sur-
prise move, the RJD chief
and Union railway minister
Mr Lalu Prasad today
announced the postpone-
ment of ‘Kisan-Mazdoor
Maharailla’ scheduled for 23
December in Patna, to what
he called “save the Election

Commission  from  any
embarrassment”.
The RID  supremo

announced that he will cele-
brate a massive “Vijay
Diwas” (Victory Day) after
the Assembly polls results
are declared on 28 February.
The counting of votes here is
scheduled for 27 February.
The RID chief said he had
spoken to CEC Mr TS Krish-

Rajya Sabha too the Opposition waiked out in protest. —

SNS

namurthy conveying the deci-
sion and requested for a one-
day poll with deployment of
central para-military forces.
As regards the EC notice to
him asking why his party be
not de-recognised, Mr Prasad
said he would send his reply
within the stipulated time

which expires at 3 p.m. on 24
December. He also blamed
the media saying, “Hamare
saath hamesha media trial
hota aaya hai”. The RID
national executive will meet
here tomorrow.

Meanwhile, probe began
today with recording of the

statements f four Dalit
women who had allegedly
received money from Mr
Prasad. Investigating officer
Mr AK Rajak, recorded in
camera, the statements of the
women in the court of first
class judicial magistrate in
Danapur. Earlier, Mr Prasad
said that the Dalit women just
wanted to celebrate his
becoming a minister. And this
(giving money) is something
which he has “done before”,

In  Delhi, Congress
spokesman Mr  Anand
Sharma reminded the BJP of
the sari tragedy in Mr AB
Vajpayee’s Lucknow con-
stituency ahead of the last
LS polls in which 25 women
were killed.

Another report on page 4
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HT Correspondents
New Delhi/Patna, December 20

RAILWAY MINISTER Lalu
Prasad Yadav today received a
jolt ahead of the Assembly elec-
tions when an FIR was filed
against him at the Election Com-
mission’s behest on the charge of
attempting to bribe voters. The
commission also threatened Ya-
dav’s party, the RJD, with dere-
cognition over Yadav’s act of dis-
tributing money to some people
near Patna on Saturday.

& The commission also directed
the Railway Board not to run
special "trains or divert any
trains for the RJD’s December 23
rally in Patna. It assigned a spe-
cial observer, Sayan Chatterjee,
for the rally and will send its ad-

1 viser, K.J. Rao, tomorrow to Pat-

na to monitor the situation.

As a defiant Yadav justified
his action, the three-member
commission took suo motu no-

7 tice of media reports of the “se-

rious” violation of the model

code of conduct by the minister
and discussed the subject for
over an hour.

It later directed the Bihar
chief electoral officer, K.C. Saha,
to file an FIR under Section
171(B) of the IPC relating to
bribery. The CEO immediately
filed a complaint with Patna’s
Bihta police station.

The commission also issued a
notice to Lalu, who is the RID
president, asking him to explain
by 3 pm on December 24 why his
party should not be derecognised.

Lalu had earlier ridiculed the
BJP for levelling “false and friv-
olous charges” of violation of
the model code. He said he had
indeed distributed money to Dal-
its in Bihta as shown by a private
television channel, but it did not
amount to a violation of the
model code.

'Election panel

deals /mb ry

to Lalu o

FIR filed against RJD chief

S & hde—

Dates may be changed

THERE SEEMS to be a
broad political consensus
on getting the poll schedule
changed for Bihar and
Jharkhand. The Election

Commission has an-
nounced three-phase polls
in the two states, on Febru-
ary 3, 15 and 23. Govern-
ment sources said this is
probably the first time that
the elections will cut into
the budget session, which is
tentatively scheduled to
- start from February 18. The
railway budget is to be pre-
sented on February 23, the
day of the last phase of
polls in the two states. If
railway minister Lalu
Prasad Yadav is busy elec-
tioneering in Bihar, that is
likely to affect the exercise

for the railway budget.
HTC, New Delhi

“I am used to giving money to
the poor Dalits, not only during
election time but for receiving
blessings from aged Dalit
women,” Yadav said.

The issue also figured in the
Lok Sabha where BJP members
walked out demanding a state-
ment from the Prime Minister

on the subject.
yd
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Court sends
cops to raid
Bihar jails -

/(/ %

HT Correspondent
Patna, December 8

THE BIHAR military Dpolice
raided 29 jails in the state on
Wednesday, including the high-
security Beur Jail. The raids
were conducted immediately af-
ter the Patna High Court ordered
a thorough search of various
jails in the state, including of-
fices of prison officials. The
court also directed that district
police and jail security staff
should not be involved in the
search.

Five central jails — Beur, Muz-
affarpur, two in Bhagalpur and
Buxar — and 24 district jails were
raided. Six cellphones, VCDs,
liquor, narcotics and incriminat-
ing articles were recovered. Four
cellphones were seized from Beur,
including one from the jailed
Madhepura MP, Pappu Yadav.

Last week Yadav was found
holding a darbar with the back-
ing of the jail superintendent
during a surprise visit by the In-
spector-General (IG), Prisons.

The military police also frisked
the jail staff. This was done at the
directive of the IG, who was
tipped off that influential prison-
ers pass on their cellphones to
prison staff during raids.

Earlier, the Patna High court
took exception to the extortion
racket being run from behind
bars and blasted the state gov-
ernment for the deteriorating
law and order situation. The
court took cognisance of a PIL
filed by the Indian Medical Asso-
ciation (IMA), which alleged
that jailed gangsters were intim-
idating doctors and profession-
als by making ransom calls from
cellphones.

Expressing dissatisfaction at
the reply of state officials on ris-
ing crime, the court said: “It ap-
pears the administrative ma-
chinery in the state has failed.”

@\h//

High-profile jailbirds

» Pappu Yadav, RID MP, in
Beur jail on murder charge

& Shahabuddin, RID MP, in
Siwan jail on kidnapping,
murder charge

® Rajan Tiwari, LIP MLA, in
Beur jail for murder of two
legislators

® Rama Singh, LIP legislator,
in Hajipur jail on kidnapping,
extortion and murder
charges

» Nityanand Rai, BJP MLA, in
Hajipur jail on murder
charge

W Sanjay Singh, Cong MLA, in
Munger jail on murder
charge

While demanding a report from
the government on Monday, the
court also directed it to expedite
deployment of CISF personnel
in the five central jails.

Two months back, intensive
raids were carried out at differ-
ent jails in Patna, following a
high court directive. Investiga-
tions carried out by the police
had revealed that Bhagalpur jail
superintendent S.K. Ambastha
had helped notorious gangster
Bindu Singh to run his extortion
racket from the prison. Bindu
had allegedly masterminded the
killing of noted surgeon N.K.
Agrawal on November 12. Subse-
quently, the Patna police ob-
tained an arrest warrant against
Ambastha, who is evading arrest.

0 9 DEC 2004




“Pappu’s progress
And it can only get worse

L} Ay
\

lf Pagésstadav mocked the law and spread a climate ©Of ter-

ror, it & because he enjoys the confidence of Lalu Prasad
who nominated him for the Madhepura parliamentary seat
and made it clear he liked the company of proclaimed gang
leaders. One incident after another has demonstrated that
Pappu is a law unto himself with resistance coming only from
the courts. The latest shock was reserved for the IG (prisons)
when he dropped in for a surprise check at the Beur jail only
to find him holding a durbar with his supporters in a high-se-
curity zone where visitors are not allowed. In this case, Pap-
pu’s brigade hadn’t even bothered to record their presence.
Clearly he was in cahoots with the jail superintendent who was
transferred a month ago but has not relinquished charge. Ap-
parently, all this is not of any interest to Lalu who is busy digg-
ing up the past against LK Advani and Ram Vilas Paswan. The
Prime Minister, seems to have left him to his own devices. So
there is no one to tell Lalu that Pappu is an ordinary ctiminal
charged with the murder of a CPI-M MLA.

The Supreme Court has intervened more than once to deal
with the Pappu phenomenon. It had to order the cancellation
of a bail he had secured from Patna High Court by ques-
tionable means. There are ways and means of subverting the
law, first by intimidating witnesses and then through a conniv-
ing administration. Lalu, on his part, has every reason to seek
an escape route for his notorious protege. He needs Pappu’s
army during assembly elections. It is impossible to reform
leaders besotted with power. It is equally impossible to think
of jail reforms in Bihar. But surely there is some way in which
the likes of Pappu can be compelled to observe the law. The
latest scandal at Beur is a matter of public safety and a brazen
excess that is part of the Jdwlessness that has gripped Bihar. It
can only get worse.
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2,000 farmers
died since YSR
took over: TDP

Ashok Das
Hyderabad, November 22

RUBBISHING THE Y.S. Re-
ddy government’s claims
of easing farmers’ woes in
Andhra Pradesh, the main
Opposition TDP on Mond-
ay said that over 2,000 fa-
rmers have died during the
six months of Congress
rule. The state government
is awaiting the Jayati Gho-
sh committee report on the
measures to end suicides
by farmers.

The TDP brought out a
list of 1,825 farmers who
committed suicide and an-
other 177 people, including
handloom weavers, who
perished in starvation sin-
ce May 14 (when Congress
came to power), to substan-
tiate its charges.

“It proves that all the
profarmer and pro-poor
policies of the government
and special measures tak-
en to prevent suicides have
failed,” TDP senior leader
N Janardhan Reddy said.

“The farmers have no
confidence that the chief
minister can solve their pr-
oblems. Some farmers ev-
en carried pesticide bottles
when they came to meet
the CM at his camp office
at Lake View guest house.”
the TDP document says.

“No other state has reco-
rded so many farmers’ sui-
cides in the last six mont-
hs. It proves the colossal
callousness and inefficie-
ney of the Congress gover-
nment in tackling the prob-
lem,” it said.

Deriding the ‘helplines’
for the farmers, Redddy
said these “helplines” in
the collectorates have be-
come “hopeless lines”. He
claimed that only one far-
mer (Narapa Reddy from
Pulivendula constituency)
benefited aftéer 70,000 dis-

2R NOV 2004
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FROM THE RECORD

m The TDP has brought
out a list of 1,825 i
farmers who, it \
alleges, committed
suicide since YSR |
Reddy became CM

| m The list gives out \
district-wise details |
of farmers’ names, |
age, address and the |
date of suicide |

m The report derided |
the helplines set up \‘

by the state as
*hopeless lines’

\ m The state dismissed \

i thereportas

‘politically motivatﬂ

tressed farmers registered
their names.

The list compiled by the
TDP workers runs into 55
pages and gives out dis-
trict-wise details of the far-
mers including name, age,
address, mode and date of
suicide. It also includes
cases for which the govern-
ment has not announced
relief measures.

Karimnagar topped the
list with 210 deaths, follow-
ed by Prakasam with 171,
Mahbubnagar 150, Medak
142. Nalgonda 126, Nizam-
abad 120, Kurnool 117, An-
antapur 111 and Guntur
110. In other districts, deat-
hs numbered less than 100.

The government, how-
ever. has dismissed the re-
port as “grossly exaggerat-
ed” and “politically moti-
vated”. Agriculture Minis-
ter N. Raghuveera Reddy
asserted that only 400 sui-
cides in the last six months
were farm-related. “We set
up a committee to verify
the claims and based on its
report, we are paying com-
pensation,” he added.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES



PM launches’™
food-for-work

project
Nl s

Wy

Ashok Das

m AP

Hyderabad, November 14 \ tkee plantation), land devel-

PRIME MINISTER Man-
mohan Singh launched the
National  Food-for-Work
Programme (NFWP) in
Andhra Pradesh’s Ranga
Reddy district on Sunday.

Initially, the scheme will
cover 150 of the country’s
most-backward  districts
and provide additional su-
pplementary wage employ-
ment. It will also provide
food security to the rural
poor and ensure strength-
ening of infrastructure.

Speaking at a public meet-
ing after the launch, Singh
vowed to liberate the coun-
try from poverty, unemploy-
ment and starvation.

He said the NFWP was
the first of several progra-
mmes of the UPA govern-
ment to tackle rural unem-
ployment. “In due course,
we'll give a fillip to NFWP
and convert it into an em-
ployment guarantee scheme
so men and women from ru-
ral areas do not have to ven-
ture outside their villages
for work”, he said.

Work relating to water
conservation, drought pro-

opment, flood control/pro-
tection (drainage in water-
logged areas) and rural co-
nnectivity will also be tak-
en up under this project.

“Through the new initia-
tive, we hope not only to ens-
ure community developme-
nt, but also to improve farm
productivity. Development of
agriculture, irrigation, roa-
ds and infrastructure will be
priorities”, Singh added.

Under NFWP —a 100 per
cent Centrally sponsored
scheme — five kg of foodgr-
ain will be provided at be-
low-poverty-line rates for
each manday to beneficiar-
ies. The states will bear tra-
nsportation cost, handling
charges and grain tax.

Singh also laid emphasis
on the need for closer coor-
dination between the Pan-
chayati Raj institutions and
local administration.

“We’ll earnestly strive to
realise Mahatma Gandhi’s
dream of Gram Swaraj. It’s
not an easy task. But, if the
people of Andhra Pradesh
and India lend their supp-
ort, we can move forward”,
the Prime Minister said.



~Fourth crop failure /,
sparks suicide spate

G.S. RADHAKRISHNA

Karimnagar, Oct. 31: A far-
mer couple in Andhra Pra-
desh killed themselves last
night after the fourth failure of
their crop.

Chanda Swamy, 55, and his
wife Shankaramma, 50, had
ventured to raise cotton and
maize this kharif season (Ju-
ne-October), encouraged by
the free power provided by the
new Congress government.

After the crop failed — fol-
lowing the fourth successive
drought — the couple consu-
med pesticide in a hut on their
farm 2 km from Raghavpur
village in Peddapalli mandal
of Karimnagar district.

They had lost their last
piece of property — family
jewellery worth Rs 75,000
mortgaged for a fresh crop
loan of Rs 30,000.

“We had no alternative. We
failed to finance our son Prab-
hu’s studies and our plan to
celebrate the wedding of our
second daughter. We had plac-
ed all hopes on the kharif crop
of cotton and maize. Both fail-
ed us again,” their suicide
note read.

The same day in the same
district, farmers M. Lin-
gachari, 25, A. Rajaiah, 55, and
K. Mallareddy, 52, of Vemu-
lawada and Mustabad man-
dals committed suicide.

Nearly 24 farmers have
killed themselves in Peddapal-
li alone since the new govern-

~ut took charge in May,
e revenue official

Reddy: Crushing burden

Harkishan Rao said.

The suicides have put chief
minister Y.S. Rajasekhar Red-
dy in a spot.

Over 100 farmers, includ-
ing 46 weavers who also run
farms, have committed sui-
cide in Karimnagar since
June, the district administra-
tion said.

The official state toll is 504
since May. Unofficially, the fig-
ure touches 1,100.

“Almost every farmer had
high expectations in view of
the free power and moratori-
um on loans. They took loans
liberally during the year, con-
fident of making ends meet,”
Rao said.

Mallaiah, the sarpanch of
Raghavpur, about 170 km from
Hyderabad, said: “Their land

was already mortgaged to
banks. The fourth failure of
crops in a row broke their
hearts.”

The Chandas apparently
had an agricultural debt of
Rs 1.7 lakh — excluding the
Rs 30,000 — and risked digging
a fourth borewell on their 23
acres as the others had be-
come defunct.

Clustered in their small,
five-room mud house where 13
members live, Swamy’s elder
son, 38-year-old Gopalakrish-
na, and his wife Kalpana were
speechless.

Prabhu, the third son who
rushed back from Hyderabad,
was wracked by guilt.

“I could have given up stud-
ies and worked with them had
I known it,” he said, referring
to the Rs 7,000 he needed for
hostel fee as he had bagged a
“free” computer science seat
in a city college in the back-
ward-class quota.

He had completed his in-
termediate exam with scholar-
ship.

“Swamy used to console
others and distance them from
such dire acts. He must have
lost the last hope to do this,”
said his 58-year-old friend
Nagbhushan Rao, the local
schoolteacher.

Almost 2.35 lakh hectares
were cultivated during the kh-
arif season. But the crop failed
in over 1.5 lakh hectares, driv-
ing the indebted farmers to
further despair, said Rajeswar
Rao, the secretary of Karim-
nagar Farmers’ Association.




Lalu, Paswan continue

&

verbal duel before polls
%{\,

Our Political Bureau

S\

i \ \ conterence here on Monday afternoon. Throw-

ing back the gauntlet at his opponent, the Lok

\ Janshaktileader made it clear he was not going to

isters of the Manmohan Singh govern-

T HE war of words between two senior min-
ment —Lalu Prasad Yadav and Ram Vilas

rontation has come. Let Lalu order any probe,
venifitis by CBL” he said. “Forget Rs 800 crore.
If any irregularity worth even Rs 8 is detected, |

\ake things lying down. “Now the stage of con-

Paswan — escalated on Monday with Mr
Paswan throwing a direct chal- 1
lenge to his rival to get the govern- 25
ge g 8
ment to institute a CBI probe into
the corruption charges against
him. With the Prime Minister sim-
ply unable to rein them in, the ver-
bal duel between the two Bihar
stalwarts can only get worse as |
they gear up to face the Assembly |
polls to be held in the state by next
February. The feud between them
can only reinforce the image of the

will quit politics,” MrPaswan coun-
| tered, even as he blamed the RID
| strongman for mixing state and
Central-level politics.

Trying to give his own spinto Mr
Yadav’s verbal barrage, Mr Paswan
claimed the RJD president had be-
come uneasy with his growing
popularity across the state, as evi-
denced by the huge turnout at the
Lok Janshakti rally in Patna on
Saturday. He also rejected outright

UPA asadisjointed and divided lot.
The irrepressible railway minis-
ter started it all by fielding his trust-
ed lieutenant Raghuvansh Prasad
Singh to label Mr Paswan as “da-
caiton ka sardar” (the leader of da-
coits). The Lok Janshakti leader re-
taliated by calling Mr Yadav “chara
chor” (fodder thief), a direct refer- |
ence to his alleged involvement in
the multi-crore fodder scam.
Unnerved by Mr Paswan’s at- *
tempts to rake up the fodder scam

8 Mr Yadav’s allegation that he was

leading a gang of criminals. “S¢

long as Pappu Yadav was in the

g Lok Janshakti, the RJD used to de-

o scribe him as a criminal. But now

’% that he has joined the RID, he has
become a saint,” he said.

A former Lok Janshakti gener-
al secretary, Pappu Yadav, or Ra-
1 jesh Ranjan, is currently lodged in
| jail on the orders of the Supreme
| Court. He was allegedly involved
in several criminal cases. He lost

issue on the eve of the Assembly
pollsin the state, the RJD president
sought to tar his adversary with the
corruption brush by charging him with commit-
ting financial irregularities during his tenure as
the railway minister in the United Front govern-
ment.

Mr Yadav followed it up by terming the Lok
Janshakti, which is a component of the UPA at
the Centre, as “a gathering of mafia elements”.
Rattled by the fusillade of charges let loose against
him by the RID chief, Mr Paswan held a press

LALU, PASWAN:
DAGGERS DRAWN

the Lok Sabha polls from Purnea
to the BJP. He subsequently
joined the RJD, and was promptly
rewarded with a ticket for the by-election to the
Madhepura Lok Sabha seat.

The Lok Janshakti leader maintained it was
not his nature to use foul language against any-
body. “My decency should not be considered as
a sign of weakness. But when anyone hurls
charges against me, I cannot take it lying down
as my silence will be construed as an acceptance
of the allegations,” Mr Paswan said.

(AN 20

The
Ec O’I()}” e 7‘[%
Al



~aquindag jo
Sippiw 2y3 Ul vIpyY] YInos 03 ofe
-wndpd Suol-yasm v uo poposo
-01d uaAd peserg I ‘O[npayos
A8nq ASIMIYIO S[Y WOIf JJO
oty Sunye) 1917y SOSLID JO SON)
ur AJuo spoF siequAWAI peserd
njey IJA IBY3 30U S,31 ‘JOAOMOL]
‘2w JeYj) 18 pres pey peserd I
13 2AOWAI O} 2iep 1.ULd Uon
-isoddQ 213 reylg ur pajpeisul
Ay u22q sey oym Ssappod,
oYY St 18] IqRY SIN, * Jomod
O} wInjal S,y 2Y3 Io] Buisssjq
§.pon),, Supeos sroped| Aired
owos Aq posiuedio sem (wnio)
-OUBS WNIOUes ay) Je [ jo Suwx
-2JJ0) Yaysryquypdnp paureuydiu
Auoworod Area oy} ‘Apyueoipiu
-81g -opdwiay, uedinyyg uemuseg]
eqey e s1oAead 1050 03 andrfey]
. P2SIA pey peseld I ‘Iaquuaa

-ON 97 U0 03e Yyoom e Apoexy

eijuej :eyig u

JuIes] sem 31 ‘9|dwigy, Ieyueyg
-lnes) oY) 18 1siA B pied peselg
I 1Byl SIBOA [BI0AGS ISB] O3
Suunp owiy 18I 9Y3 SBM SIY Y, S|
~enjur paxmbar oy 910idwod pes
-eld I padpoy Apueiedde ueys
-sefey] JO YLUUD) POUMOUdI VY

-AqIeou paiedoy ‘yivad vyp
-pis e ‘ojdway, requryg
~LINen) 943 ui S[eM YLy
-upp pawioyrad 19je] pue
s1oAerd 19350 03 Suiuo
-A9 Aepuoly uo ‘andifepy
ieau ‘andsuog e 9pdw
-31, Yleuwreyley] o1 siA
asudins e pied peseig
I usym pastidins Afjeox
1fo] sossewr oY) ‘oS
‘pareos 00y sieadde ouo
-AI0AD UBYM UOTIBNIIS U3
-AI3 oy ur 93ej s, L1xed s1y
Jjo Suyeas oy Surpuoy
-axdde fjqewnsoid ﬁoﬂ\»\\é\.f.w

l—é

woly sIuISSa[q ¥99s 0] JoIyo
Ay 2Y3 paoio] aAey Keul 41asse
supund ‘syuowdojarsp 2891 ],
W30} v ur peddeupry
Bumag speyo HJHN J0TUs 0M]
pue (dis e s1o3onpge siy Surald 4q
adeoso 0y pafeuew Afeuly oym)
peseiJ eapuafeN 1(] Jo uononpge

Jieue |
43

pue [emBISY N U0IFINS paumo
~U1 JO Suly Sy} 1940 $}931IS 91}
0} Supje) SIaQUIOW UONRIOSSY
[ROIPOA] UBIPU] S} MBS JBY]) JUDLl
~dojoasp snouas awos jo owod
-no 9y} aq Aewr sjuswdojoasp
oy Aes owardns (I 2y} JO $oU
-ue oyl s pajurenboe 9SOy ]
yoom 1sed oy W
Apusnbayy arow sJuiss
-91q Suryoss sojdwal a3
PINSIA 10U peserd IW
pey supund jeonijod oy
Jo Aoueg o1y 1yFned aarey
JOU pNom ansst dYJ,

" [Pajieisul Ajuiy St SSop
-pon),, 18yl sunep pajead
-a1 sIy JsureSe se 9)e)s oY)
ur pooejd jjom 10u si (1a9(Q
uqey SN peol) 19p
sy jey) uonenoads Sup
-Pry ‘yoam jsed oy Sur
-Inp 90M} BOXE 3} PIIISIA

sey Jagstupu Aempies oWy YL
iy Sunni oyy
Aq syoeye yo 198183 2wnd oy
QW0D9q 2e] JO Sey ‘AuIed NYRYS
-uB[ YO 2SOUM ‘uemse] SeIA
wey I 20U 939q S1y Jo Adud
-nISUOD JY) Ul Wiy papue] sey
poD) 10}  yoress, sy ‘Ajfuisid
-INS PUY "UII9) DANNDASUOD U}
-Inoj oy3 103 A1red sty 107 Yomod
0} wnjal [nyooead ® puw  putw
Jo 9doead, Junjoss Ajqeuwinsaid
— QY3nwly 241 03 sJ0uwr Suruing
SI peseid npe] JW ‘Ayoreue ojul

BuIpa091 S1 9381S Y} 210 ALY,
“raygie uondaoxs ou 9q 03
pasoxd sey oy 1ng "eAypoAy 1940
apeduq eANpurl SYy) paydow
Apareador oaey Aewr owaid
s Y (JBINOSS,, WV — "HT "AON

¢t ey
LG eued

o

0} qni snjeT -

THE STATESMAN

25 NOV 2004



N2
* Bad to worse |

67(\( \
\A\ Centre must have a solution for Bihar

e——

he NDA is far from convincing in its criticism of RID-

Congress rule in Bihar following the killings of a surgeon
and a teacher by looters and extortionists. Lawlessness in the
state is an old curse even when the NDA was in power. To
plead for drastic steps now means placing the ball in the
UPAs court. To expect Manmohan Singh to recommend to
the President that firm action be taken against the Rabri Devi
government is to day-dream. What did the NDA do when it
had the chance? Action against Lalu then may have turned
him into a martyr; which is the excuse why nothing was done.
The NDAs anti-Lalu noises now are worse than useless. This
is the most opportune moment. For while there is a Lalu
shouting brigade (now fortified with lathis as instruments of
terror), there are increasing numbers of ordinary citizens who
have borne lawlessness and will lend support to protests
planned in Bihar and elsewhere.

What is worse is the RJID government’s cynical refusal to
recognise the alarming reality of kidnappings, extortions and
killings to which there is absolutely no answer. The doctor
and teacher killed by extortionists represent professionals
who are soft targets for criminal gangs operating with poli-
tical patronage. The helplessness of the police suggests con-
nivance while Lalu’s silence is revealing. The RID chief is
inclined to shrug off these incidents as of little importance —
even when a series of robberies and assaults took place on
running trains in Patna. What he has not been able to do is to
deal with criminal gangs who have made life unsafe for com-
mon citizens. The unflattering suggestion is that their protec-
tors are more interested in remaining in positions of power
under any circumstances than in safeguarding people.

19 NOV 2004 THE STATESMAN



Kidnapped
doc flees,
strike ends
in Bihar

PATNA, Nov. 17. — The
striking doctors of Bihar
today eased their five-day-
old stir, resolving to rest-
ore emergency services in
government hospitals, as
kidnapped surgeon Nage-
ndra Prasad escaped from
his abductors after 20 days
in captivity.

“We have decided to
restore emergency servic-
es in government hospitals
with immediate effect,” Dr
Sahajanand Singh, general
secretary of the IMA's Bih-
ar chapter said. The deci-
sion was taken after a
stormy meeting of the
association where a doctor
reportedly brandished a
gun demanding immediate
withdrawal of the strike.

However, private practi-
tioners will stay away from
work. A meeting of the
IMA will be held tomor-
row. Dr Prasad escaped last
night. He was kidnapped
from Samastipur district in
October. Earlier, Army
doctors were called upon
to man major hospitals in
the state as an emergency
measure. — PTI

18 NOV 2004
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PATNA, Nov. 17. — Not
content with killing the
eminent surgeon of Patna,
Dr NXK Agrawal, on Diwa-
i night, the extortionist
gang are now harassing
the surgeon’s family mem-
bers by demanding a re-
imbursement for the “cost
of the killing”.

The phone at the slain
surgeon’s home here kept
ringing with the demand
of Rs five lakh as the
“cost of killing”. Already
frightened to the bone,
the family-members were
at a loss what to do.

Maar diya, par paisa ka-
han mila hai.. Kam se
kam panch lakh jo maame
mein kharch hua hai, utna
to de do (We have killed
him. Give at least five lakh
which we spent on it),” a
voice kept saying, a family
member said.

Eatlier, before the kill-
ing of the surgeon, the
phone rang with a de-
mand for Rs 50 lakh as
ransom. When contacted,
the Indian Medical Asso-
ciation (Bihar chapter)
general secretary, Dr Sa-
hajanand Singh, admitted
that the IMA had been

“After murder, -
\qbextortlgnm@reat

) =

informed by the slain
doctor’s family about the
ransom demand.

Several doctors in Pat-
na, including the noted
orthopaedic surgeon, RN
Singh, and cardiologist,
AK Thakur, too were re-
ported to have received
telephone calls demand-
ing hefty sums as ransom.

The state Director-Ge-
neral of Police, Mr Nara-
yan Mishra, said the po-
lice were looking into the
matter.

The DGP said priority
had been accorded to pr-
oviding armed bodygua-
rds to medical practition-
ers under threat from ex-
tortionists. He said the
increase in such incidents
smacked of a pre-planned
conspiracy to sully the
image of the state police
and the state government
on the eve of the Assem-
bly elections in Bihar.

THE STATESMAN
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Patna, Nov. 16: The Rabri
Devi government continues to
focus on the symptoms that
have pushed Bihar into social
anarchy while the disease of
criminalisation of the state is
far from being addressed.

But even the treatment of
the symptoms is selective. At
least, that is what the man on
the street thinks.

He openly alleges a nexus
between powerful politicians,
police and the flourishing
syndicates of extortionists
and kidnappers all over the
state.

“If this is not anarchy, then
what is? Life is not safe for
anyone on the streets of Patna.
Even the confines of an indi-
vidual’s home is no longer safe
because the criminals, active
outside or from behind bars,

or

easily obtain tele})hone num-
bers of their prey.

“In the case of N.K. Agraw-
al (the doctor who was
murdered), the media have
been shouting aloud about the
suspects but no action has
been taken so far. I think the
legal requirement of having
witnesses and evidence
should be waived for the spe-
cial case of Bihar and there
should be a ruthless crack-
down,” said Om Prakash
Agrawal, brother of the mur-
dered doctor.

Agrawal’s father-in-law
V.M. Mohanka said all indica-
tions of Bihar being a civil so-
ciety have fast evaporated over
the past few years.

“Is the situation hidden
from anyone? We have been in
Patna since 1954. It was an ex-
cellent place to live in but no
longer. My daughter is devas-

tated. What did
serve this?” he aski

Agrawal’s murder, the in-
definite strike called by the
doctors and the hue and cry
being raised has not stopped
the syndicates from operating.
A renowned doctor of the city
said he received an extortion
call even today.

“The police often take our
phone numbers on the pre
text of providing us security.
But it is strange how the
private numbers of all promi-
nent doctors reach the crimi-
nals. Many doctors think a
hundred times before respond-
ing to a call coming from an
unknown number,” the doctor
said.

Security agencies that pro-
vide armed guards to those
who can afford them have
mushroomed in the city.

Even during the proces-

do to de-

+, w0y 008 THE TELEGRAPH

death barévs malaisé

sion taken out by the local
chapter of the Indian Medical
Association, some doctors
moved with armed guards.

“Is there an option? The po-
lice are busy providing securi-
ty to politicians who do not
probably need it. The common
man has to fend for himself
and if in the process, he is
murdered, it is highly ‘usual’
for the authorities,” another
doctor said.

Teachers who coach stu-
dents for entry to engineering
and medical students are also
frequently targeted by the
criminals. One of them has
hired nearly a dozen security
guards.

“I feel bad when I have to
take classes with armed men
around me. But the other op-
tion is to risk my life because I
have received threat calls,” the

teacher said. ’
Y
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_Govt to issue ordinance to

clarify target group

RADHIKA RAMASESHAN

New Delhi, July 26: The An-
dhra Pradesh government is set
to correct the perception created
by its policy decision to give 5 per
cent reservation to Muslims in
educational institutions and
government jobs through an or-
dinance this week, highly-placed
sources in the Congress said.

Andhra Pradesh High Court
has stayed the decision on the
ground that the Constitution
does not permit religious quotas.
The ordinance, the sources said,
would be reworded to state that
reservation is being
extended to the social-
ly and educationally
backward castes
among Muslims. This,
they said, was in keep-
ing with the Constitu-
tion and the Congress
manifesto.

The document, in
its section on minori-
ties, states: “The Con-
gress also pledges to
extend reservations
for the economically deprived
persons belonging to communi-
ties that are at present not enti-
tled to such reservations.”

The sources said it is being
ascertained if the 5 per cent
quota earmarked by the Andhra
government exceeded the 50 per
cent ceiling on reservations im-
posed by the Supreme Court
after the Mandal Commission
recommendations for Other
Backward Classes were adopted
by the government.

A section in the Y.S. Ra-
jasekhar Reddy administration
feels the Andhra government
could go ahead as reservations
in Tamil Nadu had touched
70 per cent and in Karnataka
69 per cent. However, the
dominant view is that the gov-
ernment should adhere to the
limits set by the apex court and

on quotas

Reddy

Andhra set
for quibble

q & qﬂ\Y

not risk a confrontation. The
government’s next step would be
to set up a commission, on the
patterns of Karnataka, to identi-
fy new castes among Muslims to
be included in the ambit of reser-
vations.

In 1994, when the Veerappa
Moily government decided to
give 4 per cent reservation to so-
cially and educationally back-
ward castes among the minori-
ties, a commission was set up
under K. Rahman Khan, the
then chairperson of the legisla-
tive council. Khan, now the
Rajya Sabha deputy chairper-
son, had recommend-
ed that all Muslims
would fall in that
category.

There is a debate

on what criteria sho-
uld be followed while
giving reservations, on
whether the right
should be extended to
second-generation be-
neficiaries, on wheth-
er castes that formed
the creamy layer of the back-
ward and scheduled -castes
should avail of it interminably
and on how to restructure the
policy to encompass social
groupings that are unaware of
such reservations.

The sources said a compre-
hensive social-justice model
would help extend reservations
to the private sector. They said
leaders will start a dialogue with
the Confederation of Indian In-
dustry and the Federation of In-
dian Chambers of Commerce
and Industry, but are more likely
to use the socially acceptable ph-
rase “affirmative action” inste-
ad of the word “reservations”.

The corporate sector will be
told that “affirmative action”
will be voluntary, it can take any
shape and that it would be incen-
tive-driven.

THE TELEGRAPY
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Andhra HC st
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Muslim quotas
State mulls law to beat roadblock

A
HT Correspondents
Hyderabad/New Delhi, July 22

THE ANDHRA Pradesh High
Court on Thursday suspended
the state government's order
providing five per cent reserva-
tion for Muslims.

The state government, how-
ever, is considering a law to sup-
port the quotas. “We are con-
templating to bring in a legisla-
tion, if need be, on the subject,”
Chief Minister Y.S. Rajashekh-
ar Reddy told reporters in New
Delhi. Reddy said the High
Court had stayed the scheme till
next Tuesday; but had also asked
educational institutions not to
fill up five per cent of the seats.

In Hyderabad, A division
bench comprising Chief Justice
Devender Gupta and Justice
C.V. Ramulu, dealing with four
writ petitions, pointed out that
prima facie, the government or-
der on quotas was contrary to a
Supreme Court ruling that total
reservation should not exceed
50 per cent.

The bench also mentioned
that the ongoing admissions to
medical and engineering cours-

Y.S. Rajashekhar Reddy
Unfazed

es in the state would affect over
3,000 students. “Therefore, it is
necessary to suspend the opera-
tion of the impugned govern-
ment order (GO).” It referred
the cases to a larger Bench for
hearing on July 27.

The BJP and various Sangh
Parivar outfits, who had op-
posed the “religion-based”
reservation scheme, welcomed
the move. The BJP’s deputy
leader in the Lok Sabha, VK.
Matlhotra, said: “The Congress
government’s move would lead
to afurther division of the coun-
try if it were implemented.”

He said reservation based on
religion was against the nation
and the Constitution. Echoing
Malhotra, VHP leader Praveen
Togadia suggested that the
reservation benefit should in-
stead be given to farmers or
tribals who were not included
in the reservation quota so far.

The reservation promise
was part of the Congress’s elec-
tion manifesto and the govern-
ment had planned to bring a
Bill in the Assembly to give
statutory backing to the order.

Reddy said the proposed five
per cent reservation in civil
service jobs for Muslims will
apply to the socially, economi-
cally and educationally disad-
vantaged and not to the creamy
layer in the community.

“We can always say that
whatever reservations are
there, are not for the creamy
layers among the minorities,”
Reddy told BBC World’s
Hardtalk India programme.
Asked specifically whether the
upper elite of the Muslim com-
munity will be excluded from
the reservations, Reddy said
“Ya. Our intention is that — to
exclude the elitist, or people
whose incomes are substantial,
from this reservation Bill.”
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<1 B|har flood situation worsens

.\as‘ am remains eut ol Barpeta distriet worst- hit

Patna: The flood situation in
Bihar aggravated further on
Monday with swollen rivers in-
undating fresh areas in the
state, hitting about 60 lakh peo-
ple in 11 districts as 25 people
were reported to have lost their
lives so far, official
source said.

Darbhanga, Sita-
marhi and Shechar
were cut off from the
rest of the state with
menacingly rising
rivers  submerging
fresh areas in these
three districts and
also Muzaffarpur and
East and West Cham-
paran districts, offi-
cial sources said.

Train services on
Samastipur-Darb-
hanga, Samastipur-
Jhanjharpur, Samas-
tipur-Narkatiaganj,
Saharsa-Forbesganj,
Jhanjharpur and Nir-
mali remained paral-
ysed, divisional rail-
way manager (Samas-
tipur) V K Bahmami
said.

A Darbhanga re-
port said flood water
had entered almost all
the wards of the
north Bihar town
which were under
knee to waist-deep
water. The airstrip of
the Indian Air Force
was also submerged.

Y Q{\

The armcéontlnued to assist cue efforts on Monday.
the local administration in pro-
viding relief and evacuating
those marooned. Three army
choppers have been pressed
into service and two more were
expected to join in relief and

A jawan carries two ch|ldren to safety in Rang|a

village of Assam on Monday
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The flood-hit districts are
Sitamarhi, Sheohar, Eas
Champaran, West Champaran
Darbhanga, Madhubani
Araria, Katihar, Khagaria, Su
paul and Banka.

Meanwhile, the As
sam flood situatior
turned devastating or.
Monday with vas!
tracks of human habi
tation and croplanc
getting submerged as
the state continued tc
remain cut off with
the government esti-
mating Rs 1,000 crore
loss of public assets
and infrastructure.

Lower Assam areas,
particularly in Barpe-
ta and Nalbari dis-
tricts, continued to be
worst-affected as lakhs
of flood victims, in-
cluding infants and
women were forced to
stay on the elevated
stretch of national
highways under the
open skies.

With the govern-
ment unable to reach
relief materials due to
overtopping of nation-
al highways by more
than five feet of water,
the situation has
turned worse for the 25
lakh people affected by
the flood. agencies




Ten killed in Bihar gang war

Nawada: In a gang war ten me kﬁ;rs of a Whlle one of the injured succumbed at

backward caste were shot dead late on Fri-
day night by Akhilesh Singh gang in a vil-

lage in this dis-
trict of Bihar.

In an apparent |
retaliation to the |

killing of two chil-
dren allegedly by
Ashok
gang earlier in the
day,
group members
raided Chakwai
village around 10
pm and shot dead
eight persons on-
the-spot and in-
jured three, police
said on Saturday:

Mahto B
Akhilesh i

members in te
attack, is consoled by a relative

A woman, who lost her fa
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Nawada Sadar Hospital early on Saturday
morning, another died on the way to Patna

Medical College

Hospital.
Agitated  vil-

lagers did not al-

1 low police to lift

the bodies for post
mortem, demand-
ing that RJD chief
and railway min-
ister Lalu Prasad

i Yadav visit the

spot and an ex-
gratia of Rs 1
lakh and govern-
ment jobs to the
next of kin of
those dead. agencies
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~Mobile phone is at hand, foo

A new government has G-
taken over in Andhra, but
farmers continue to Kill

?
themselves. Why R

SUJANDUTTA

Nizamabad, June 6: Meet Ms
Andhra Pradesh, Rena. Eig-
hteen years old, she doesn’t
have to control her diet;
when she is hungry, she just
goes to sleep.

But she is a survivor. When
Bomallaboyi Gangayya, about
40, unmarried farmer, died four
years ago, his sister — that was
all there was to the family —
was just 14. Today, here in this
village of Potaram in Nizam-
abad district’s Machareddy
block, Rena lives — survives —
all alone in a hut she rents for
Rs 50 amonth.

Rena is hungry all the time
but scarcely knows it. She has
killed hunger for so long that she
can now forget to eat. But Rena
does not look like she is starving.
She does not look like she is an
image from the Bengal famine or
from Somalia or Ethiopia.
India’s poor women can conceal
poverty under the layers of a
saree, under anose stud and ina
coy smile.

Rena could have eaten well,
slept better, put on flesh and
learnt to laugh if the mobile tele-
phone network could distribute
food and water and fertiliser
through the airwaves. Three cel-
lular service providers make
Machareddy accessible from
anywhere in the world — Re-
liance, Tata and BSNL.

The same Machareddy man-
dal has reported the highest
number of farmer suicides for
any block in the country — 55 in
about five years. Bomallaboyi,
Rena’s brother, was one of the
first. There have been seven sui-
cides by farmers in Potaram

alone. The 55th suicide — the
first by a woman — was just over
aweek ago.

Farmers have mixed the pes-
ticide endosulfan with locally
brewed toddy and walked off to
dry fields to die, they have
hanged themselves from trees
and have set their bodies ablaze
after dousing clothes in kero-
sene. But this is not a story about
the Andhra farmer. It is the story
of what one suicide by one
farmer has left in its wake —
Rena’s story.

Rena’s brother tilled their
acre of land that could grow sug-
arcane and maize. The monsoon
in Telengana has been erratic;
the crop has failed for five suc-
cessive years. In the years since
Bomallaboyi died, Potaram has
been put on the telecom map,
prohibition has been lifted and
Peter Scot whisky is available at
“Ruby Wines” just a 20-minute
drive away.

Potaram is on the mobile tele-
phone network but outside an ir-
rigation network. There is no
canal to bring water to its fields
from the Samudrapu Cheruvu

tank 5 km away and no canal to.

take water to the tank from the
little river that flows through
Reddipet, another 4 km away.

So Rena cannot till the field
that could grow sugarcane or
maize. Groundwater levels have
fallen drastically Boring a well
will mean she will have to take a
loan and what can she offer as
collateral?

Rena rolls bidis, at the rate of
Rs 45 per day per thousand. That
is at best for six months in a year.
Assuming she finds work every
day, that would earn her about
Rs 1,300 a month. She is entitled

o(\Ka

Anantapur

Graphic: MANOJ

to her BPL (below poverty line)
allowance of rice from the public
distribution system — 10 kg a
month at Rs 5.25 per kg. Moong
dal costs Rs 27 per kg.

A standard meal in these
parts would include rice, dal,
pickle and tamarind soup. But if
she were to have two meals daily
— the year has 365 days and she
finds work for about 140 days —
she would not survive.

These days, a teachers’ feder-
ation and a farmers’ assistance
group are running a free midday
meal camp for a month at the
Potaram Upper Primary School.
Rena goes for her dal and rice
there sometimes. The camp will
be on till June 8.

Rena has stopped thinking
about it. Many have come to hear
her story. There are so many peo-

UICIDE SPO

toll between May 17 and 25 -

® All figures are unofficial

Rena at Potaram in Machareddy, where the highest nun

ple to worry about Rena that she
does not need to worry about
herself. So she kills her hunger
and goes to sleep.

“Everyone comes and asks
the same questions, they nod and
go.away,” says Potaram’s sarp-
anch Gyara Sailu.

Rena is not alone. Her world
in Potaram, a village of about
200 households, includes seven
other families where farmers
have committed suicide. There
is, for instance, Satyava.

Satyava was widowed by
Kumar Mallaya’s death. Kumar
Mallaya committed suicide. He
was about 60 vears old. Their
daughter Pushpa, 35, died two
years ago of a disease. Pushpa’s
husband, Anjiah, died last year.
He falls in that strange category
of victims the local people de-

< of farmer suicides for any block iy the touniry has been
, , A &

scribe as “hunger death”.

Their daughter Rani, 15, lives
with Satyava. Rani is another Ms
Andhra.

Then there is Rajava. Hus-
band Narasapuram Devayya,
about 50 years, was also a case of
“hunger death”. Their son, Bal-
raj, hanged himself last year.

Or, there are Ravi and Raju.
Ravi is in his teens. Raju not
yet. They live next door to Satya-
va. Their father, Narasapuram
Narsaiyya, a case of “hunger
death”; their mother, Lakshmi,
died of disease three years
ago. There have been five
“hunger deaths” in Machareddy
since 1999.

And then, in the next village
of Singarayapalli, there is
the woman who did not survive
(Tomorrow).
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1Laloo delivers
final punch
in Chhapra,
floors Rudy

(’_Cfﬂxapra ‘;g ’))
RJDQZS:;::Q vgway

minister Laloo Prasall Yadav
triumphed over BJP rival Rajiv
Pratap Rudy on Wedndsday by
over 65,000 votes — i repoll
ordered following charges of
widespread rigging — deliver-

ing the final punch on the bat-
tered NDA in the state.

Mr Yadav’s victory, which
takes RID’s tally of Lok Sabha
seats to 24 out of a total of 40,
demolished all hopes that the
NDA might have had of
stalling the RJD-led secular al-
liance’s juggernaut with its tal-
lystuckat11.

Of the 24 seats in the RID’s
kitty, Palamu and Chatra are in
Jharkhand. Mr Rudy is the
seventh minister in the erst-
while Vajpayee government
from Bihar to have lost the
2004 general elections the
others being Sharad Yadav,
C.P. Thakur, Syed Shahnawaz
Hussain, Hukumdeo Narain
Yadav, Sanjay Paswan and
Digvijay Singh.

With Mr Yadav's win in
Chapra, the secular alliance
comprising RJD, the Congress
and Ram Vilas Paswan'’s Lok
Jan Shakti party, shot up to 29.
While the Congress won three
of the four seats it contested.
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THE ROUT OF the TDP-BJP\alliance and the
fandslide victory of the combind of the Congress,
“the Telangana Rashtra Samiti and the two Com-
munist parties in the Assembly elgctions in And-
“hra Pradesh ought to be viewed primarily as the
trlumph of brick and mortar issues over click and
mouse rhetoric. After nine years in office, the
Chandrababu Naidu Government has been em-
phatically voted out of power because it neglect-

" ed basic issues relating to electricity, irrigation,

unemployment education, and inadequate so-

cial security for farmers and artisans. The charac-
ter of the verdict makes it clear that much more
than an incumbency disadvantage was involved.
“What Andhra Pradesh experienced was a power-
.ful negative vote against the imbalance between
~World Bank-led models of economic reform and
the imperatives of welfare in a society where dep-
rivation is a non-shining mass reality. Four con-
secutive years of drought, mismanagement of the

.relief measures, and apologetic implementation
~of anti-poverty programmes such as ‘Vegulu’ on-
"ly compounded the ruling party’s woes. The stri-

dent negativism of the TDP’s campaign backfired

badly.

- Over the last few years, the ruling party in And-
~hra Pradesh became weedy and unwieldy, fac-
/tion-ridden and self-serving. Despite his genius

for organisation and getting certain things done,
“the CEO — the darling of the corporate world and

the media — seemed to have little time for issues
revolving round basic needs. “You are surround-
_ed by courtiers/Don’t they give you good ad-
»vice?” asked the saint composer Tyagaraja of the
tuler of the universe. This seems to apply to
many a Strong Leader today. Chief Minister Nai-

.du surrounded himself with a clutch of bureau-

crats and technocrats and was gradually starved

of authentic feedback about real issues in the

State. For all his political shrewdness, he mis-

calculated the decision to advance Assembly

THE HINDU
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electlons The Vajpayee factor does npt seem to
have made any difference on the ground.

The Congress returns to power after almost a
decade in Opposition, with its alliance getting a
three-fourths majority in the State Assembly. On
June 1, 1947, Mahatma Gandhi likened the Con-
gressman’s relation to political power to a wood-
en loaf. If you eat it, he noted, you are bound to
suffer from colic. If you don't eat it, you are bound
to starve. The challenge for the Congress is some-
how to avert colic, considering its track record of
factionalism and conflicting ambitions in the
State. The obvious choice for Chief Minister is Y.S.
Rajasekhara Reddy, to whose campaigning and
mobilisational skills the party owes a good deal.
The new Chief Minister must be given a free hand
to constitute his own team and work out fresh
policies that must address, as a matter of priority,
what his predecessor failed to do. Aside from hav-
ing to decide what to do about the promises made
during the campaign, notably the promise of free
electricity to farmers, the Congress will have the
difficult job of dealing with the separate State de-
mand of its ally, the TRS. While the party is clearly
in a position to form the government on its own,
it cannot summarily abandon its pre-poll ally. Po-
litical honour and credibility aside, the TRS num-
bers in the Lok Sabha will be of obvious value if
the Congress and its allies find themselves in a
position to stake a claim to form the government
at the Centre. Initiating a serious and meaningful
dialogue with People’s War, an idea first pro-
posed by Chief Minister N.T. Rama Rao, and
thinking big about the development of an under-
developed and Naxalite-dominated region might
prove to be an effective way of responding to the
demands for a separate State. The Congress has
earned a tremendous mandate from the people. It
must move quickly and with an imaginative plan
to demonstrate that this is not a negative tri-
umph.

14 MY "o
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Stanley Theodore in Hv

.May 11. — Curtains came down on
the ‘CEQ’ regime in Andhra Pra-
desh with the ouster of Mr N Chan-
drababu Naidu’s TDP. And “anti-in-
cumbency” sounds the most flippant
term to describe this total rout.

The obvious question is how could
a person of Mr Naidu’s stature lose
so easily and completely?

After surviving an assassination
attempt on 1 October, he allowed
wild speculations to spread for six
weeks, before dissolving the Assem-
bly. The message sent to the voters
was clear — Mr Naidu thinks it’s
easier now than to face the elector-
ate in September 2004. The voters,
however, had enough surprises in
store for him.

A number of factors had gone
against Mr Naidu. For one, farming
had not been able to generate
enough revenue for four years and
Mr Naidu had paid little attention to
the matter. This was evident way
back in January 2001 at the Partner-
ship Summit here, during a discus-
sion on agriculture subsidies. Agri-
culture minister Mr Shobanadesh-
wara Rao told World Trade Organi-
sation’s the then director-general
Mr Mike Moore that the World
Bank was not allowing the govern-
ment to increase farm subsidies, as a
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res t of which the farmers were in
dire straits.

Of course, M| Naidu knew the
problem better. ici
mounted he would only reel off sta-
tistics of how much the government
spent on agriculture and irrigation.
Through three consecutive droughts
he repeatedly refused to raise mini-
mum support price, let alone remu-
nerative prices for the farmers.

Secondly, Mr Naidu created un-
precedented centralisation. An ‘in-
ner circle’ was formed with the chief
minister and the six officers in the
chief minister’s office. Review meet-
ings of key departments were held
often without the knowledge of min-
isters. With Mr Naidu establishing a
direct contact with the officials and
heads of departments, large sections
of the bureaucracy were converted
into dummies. To take a specific
case, the civil supplies minister, Mr
Mutyam Reddy, was unaware that
Mr Naidu had announced 35 lakh
fresh ration cards last November, till
he read the newspapers.

Mr Naidu also attempted to paint
mandal revenue officers as villains.
The MROs handled the grassroots
administration in five to eight vil-
lages. During his “surprise visits”,
especially during his pet Janmab-
hoomi programmes he would berate
them. Mike in hand he would ask vil-
lagers if the MRO was doing his job

12 My 2004

and some would say no. Then he
used to mock and castigate the offi-
cer in full view of the public with the
local press in tow. Some officials
even attempted suicide.

When the local residents ap-
proached the MROs, the latter
would simply recall how they com-
plained to the chief minister and
jeered at them. As a result they
would often say that the villagers
were free to go and ask the chief
minister to get the work done. Peo-

ple became increasingly aware that
centralisation was a ploy to brighten
Mr Naidu’s image.

Thirdly, Mr Naidu’s primary con-
cern was his own image. Since his
second innings in October 1999, rou-
tine administrative events such as
videoconferences were opened for
press coverage in the name of trans-
parency.

After nine years, playing “anti-es-
tablishment hero” was untenable.
This worsened in the past six months

“ber of princip
.- housed here.

08s. out ‘CEQ’ Chandrababu

EXIT POLLS

-+ ministers, apart {om an equai num-

Naidu called it the “corporate
block”, where chi mbers looked like
corporate directurs’ offices. Sixteen

secretaries were
y the time they

- moved in, it was @ mess — not a sin-

with his publicity overkill. Hardly a
day passed without Mr Naidu going
live on television, interacting with
the cadre from party office, with
thrift group women in remote vil-
lages, dialling voters early in the
morning and holding at least one
election meeting a day, covered live
onTV.

Fourthly, there was the ‘vision’
factor. Two blocks in the secretariat
were pulled down and a new four-
storied structure was erected. Mr

gle inch was allotted for parking.
Fifth was Mr Naidu’s reluctance to

“hardle the issue of corruption,
:which grew exponentially, After this
" correspondent visited Dubai in QOc-
- tober 2002 and spoke to Mr Naidu

on the lack of corruption there, he

" lamented: “No matter the good the
i government does, the MRO de-

mands Rs 100 for a birth certificate

" and Rs 500 for death certificate”. He

knew it, assured to work on it, but
never did. Through his tenure he sat
on Anti Corruption Bureau files,

"' begging for sanction to prosecute
- top IAS and IPS officers.

The worst case was the Centrally
sponsored Food For Work scheme,
about which he told the Assembly
that there was pilferage of about 10
per cent, which translated into Rs
350 crore.

Finally, Mr Naidu said that if he
lost, politicians would stop working
hard. He can still be credited for giv-
ing a modern look to politics and
governance.

Yet, he worked hard mainly to bet-
ter his own image, and his defeat is a
lesson for contemporary politicians.

-
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NAIDU KNOCKOUT

THE TELEGRAPH WEDNESDAY 12 MAY 2004

Lakshmi Parvati

-1 Born on April 20, 1951, at Naravaripally village
i"in Chittoor district, N. Chandrabab Naidu is a

{

i
3
£
3

| posigradyate in econgmics from S.V. University

in Tirupati and has done a PhD on the
“Economic ideas of Prof. N.G. Ranga, MP”.
Was involved in orange planiation in his village

®First step in politics as a Congress panchayat
member in his village in 1976. Fought Assembly
glections in 1978 on a Congress ticket from
{handragiri in Chittoor

#Married the third daughter of N.T. Rama Rao,
N. Bhuvaneshwari, in 1981

n 1980-81; was inducted inta the Congress
government as minister of state for archives and
cinematography

Joined the Telugu Desam Party in 1983 after
sing the-Assembly elections on a Congress fickst

nthe mid-term polls of 1985, NTR did not give

®In 1989, won from Kuppam as a Desam
candidate. Was made the general secretary of the

+ partyand laterbecame its coordinator

eWon from Kuppam again‘in 1994. Became
finance minister

A farmer farmer from Andhra,' who Iost his land because of
debis, now sells hammocks in Bangalore

®In 1995, took the reins of the party and
became chief minister in a coup. NTR
was planning to appoint second wife
Lakshmi Parvati Desam chief.

Before NTR could sack Naidu for

rallying against him, he ousted his
father-in-law. NTR died in 1996

oFirst foray into national politics in
1986, when he played a key role in the
formation of the United Front
government at the Centre. Became
convener of the front

®ln 1997, Naidu packaged himself as a
tech-savvy chief minister keen on
turning Hyderabad into a hitech city that
could rival Bangalore. Hyderabad earned
the name Gyberabad and e-governance
became his signature tune

®Puylled off a PR coup when he got Bill
Clinton to visit Hyderabad in 2000,
pipping Bangalore in the race to host the
American President, in 2002, Bill Gates
visited the city. Both Bills were full of
praise for his vision and work as CEO of
Andhra Pradesh, as he came 1o be called

In 1998, the United Front experiment

“failed. Naidu stunned his front partners
- by offering outside support to the

BJP-led National Democratic Alliance.
Desam’s G.M.C. Balayogi was

*"appointed Speaker, The government fell

after 13 months

®Was back again as an NDA pillarafter
the general elections of 1999. Was voted
back to power in Andhra in the
Assembly elections, but with a reduced
majority

THE FALL |

In 2000, farmers — mainly those growing cotton and groundnut — committed
suicide after crops were destroyed by pest attacks and a prolonged drought, Three
thousand farmers have committed suicide till date. Government offered little solace al
there was a steep hike in power bills :

The Cyberabad dream began to crack as a clamour rose in the hinterland that
Hyderabad was being pampered at the expense of the villages

On October 1, 2003, Naidu survived an assassination attempt by Naxalites on the way'to
Tirupati temple, prompting him to call early polls to take advantage of the perceived
sympathy wave. The gamble failed 0

with Bill Clinton




~ Andhra A%ldhl

Antl-TDP wave could (\\ “
spell danger for NDA \W/\S

It was fame in the reverse for Chandrababu Naidu on
Tuesday, with the opposition Congress handing out a
stunning defeat to the Telugu Desam Party in the Andhra
Pradesh assembly elections. If the Congress’s performance
exceeded the wildest guesstimates, so did the extent of the
TDP’s rout. For the high-profile Naidu there could not have
been a worse indictment than the final tally — his party re-
taining a mere quarter of the seats it held in the previous
House. True, it wasn’t an easy battle to fight: After all,
there aren’t too many Indian chief ministers who have
won a third term. Yet, Naidu obviously missed the warning
signals or else he would not have advanced the polls as he
did. He was evidently misled by two assumptions. One, a
sense of invincibility brought about by his almost iconic
fan following in urban India and in the corridors of power
abroad. And two, the popularity of Atal Behari Vajpayee
which caused him to hold the assembly elections simulta-
neously with the Lok Sabha elections. In the event, Elec-
tions-2004 has shattered both myths. If Andhra Pradesh
hit international headlines thanks to Naidu’s cyber-savvy
CEO image, today, ironically, that very achievement may
have become a badge of dishonour for the man.

Indeed, the story of Naidu’s downfall could well be
told in terms of the transformation of Hyderabad from
Cyberabad to Hyperabad. Even as the laptop CM was
making waves overseas for the glittering IT showcase that
Hyderabad had become, it was an altogether different tale
in much of rural Andhra Pradesh, stalked as the latter
was by starvation deaths and mass debt-induced suicides.
Today, in what will surely count as the ultimate insult for
Naidu, his TDP has lost a majority of seats even in the
twin cities of Hyderabad and Secunderabad. This brings
us to the Atal factor and the possible portents that Andhra
holds for the General Elections. Had Chandrababu
retained his chief ministership, it would have been safe to
assume that the NDA too would get a third term. First,
because Andhra Pradesh contributes 42 seats to the Lok
Sabha, and, second, because of the striking similarities in
the campaigns of the TDP and the NDA. Both banked
heavily on the feel-good factor: If Atal was the all-India
mascot of ‘India Shining’, Naidu was its poster boy in
Andhra. This is not to say.that the NDA awaits the same
fate as the TDP, but only to make the larger point that
political parties need to do much more than unleash a
media blitz to win the popular mandate.

—
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CHAPRA (BIHAR), MAY 2. Appe
ing before a two-member Elec-
tion Commission probe team

| here, the Bahujan Samaj Party

- and the Samajwadi Party today
joined the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty in demanding the counter-
manding of the election in the
Chapra constituency.

The Raslitriya Janata Dal
chief, Laloo Prasad Yadav, who
contested against the Union
Minister, Rajiv Pratap Rudy, de-
nied that irregularities took
place on polling day.

Emerging from the session,
the BSP nominee, Abhay Raj
Kishore, told reporters that he

i complained to the team that
Dalits were prevented from vot-
ing and that the district admin-
istration “worked as an agency”
of the RJD. Bachu Prasad Birju,
SP candidate, alleged that RJD

i G v,
ng in haplgam urge

D\

ror” and indulged in violence
and “booth-capturing.”

Mr. Rudy said he tendered
the evidence with video-clip-
pings and other facts and fig-
ures. — PTI

Pressure on poll
panel by BIP,
alleges Congress

By Our Staff C;)rrespondent

NEW DELHI, MAY 2. The Congress
today accused the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) of ‘building’
pressure on the Election Com-
mission (EC) to countermand
the poll in Chapra parliamen-
tary constituency in Bihar
where the Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD) president, Laloo Prasad
Yadayv, is contesting against the

) ] activists let loose a “reign of ter-

’3 ”AV Nn .

Civil Aviation Minister, Rajiv \l
Pratap Rudy (BJP).

The All-India Congress Com-
mittee (AICC) general secretary,
Oscar Fernandes, said today
that the Election Commission
had already sent a two-member |
fact-finding team to Chapra on |
the complaint filed by both the
RID and the BJP candidates
from the constituency. “The
Congress feels that the Election
Commission is competent tc
take a fair and final decision ir
this matter,” he said, addiny
that the demand for counter
manding the election was mad
by the BJP candidate after he re
alised that he would be defeate
in the election. An NDA dele
gation had complained to th
commission of large-scale rig
ging by the RJD supporters or
April 26 and demanded re-poll-
ing in the entire constituency.

e



Patna HC order

NEW DELHI, May 6. — The Supreme

Court (coram, Babu, CJ, Mathur,
Kapadia, JJ) today stayed the Patna
High Court order asking the Election
Commission to consider countermand-
ing the election of candidates contesting
from behind the bars.

“...Elections have reached the final
phase, interference at this stage is not
practical,” the court observed while
staying the order. The Supreme Court
order came on a Special Leave Petition
filed yesterday by the EC challenging
the High Court order of 30 April.

The court thereby allowed the appeal
of the EC against the High Court order.
The Commission had in its appeal con-
tended that the High Court order con-
stituted an “interference” in the elec-
tion process under Article 329(b) of the
Constitution.

Under Article 329(b), no election
shall be called in question except by an
election petition presented to such
authority and in such manner as may be

L STATELMAN

pj%qded for by or under any law made
by the appropriate legislature.

It cited earlier Supreme Court orders
in which it has been held that the election
process begins with the issue of the EC
notification calling for elections and con-
cludes with the declaration of results.

The EC urged the Supreme Court to
consider the question whether the High
Court direction to it to take “remedial
action to ensure that persons who are
disenfranchised could not be candidates,
in the midst of the election process and
that too before the declaration of results,
entail disruption of the electoral process
and therefore not sustainable in law”. It
had sought in the interim a stay on the
High Court judgment and prayed that it
be set aside on merits subsequently. The
Supreme Court has, however, left the lat-
ter issue open.

The EC had stated that such a dis-
qualification was not provided for either
in the Constitution (Articles 102(1) and
191 (1)) or other statutory provisions,
including the Representation of the
People Act, 1951.
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While a triangular
contest may favour
the Congress, its
position is not that
secure. With the BJP
poaching on its
traditional social
base, the party has to
maintain its hold on
the minorities in
order to do
well, writes
Yogendra Yadav

f there is one State in eastern In-

dia where the BJP hopes to im-

prove substantially on its tally, it

is Assam. In other States, either
the BJP and its allies have already hit a
point of saturation as in Orissa and
Bihar, or they have no hope of any
improvement, as in West Bengal. In
Assam, the BJP has a lot of room for
improvement, for it secured only two
seats out of 14 in the last Lok Sabha
elections, compared to 10 for the Con-
gress, now the ruling party in the
State. The party does have a realistic
chance to do so this time. At least this
is what the BJP national leadership
believes. That is why, like Karnataka
in the South, the BJP is devoting a lot
of attention, energy and resources to
this State.

However, this is not going to be
easy. Assam is one of the few States in
India where the Congress has im-
proved upon its position in the 1990s.
The party’s votes and political reputa-
tion had sunk following the Asasm ag-
itation in the early 1980s and the
blood-stained elections in 1983,
which the Congress won by default.
The Assam accord of 1985 brought the
AGP to power and it looked like the
days of Congress dominance were
over. But unlike the TDP, which built
upon its electoral breakthrough in
Andhra Pradesh around the same
time, the AGP failed to do so. The
Congress got another opportunity and
grabbed it. The party came back to
power in the State in 1991 and dom-
inated the Lok Sabha elections as well.
The AGP was given another chance in
the simultaneous elections to Vidhan
Sabha and Lok Sabha in 1996, but
squandered it within a couple of
years. The AGP regime was identified
with corruption and a Jack of political
maturity. The Congress scored com-
prehensive victories in the Lok Sabha
elections of 1998 and 1999, winning 10
out of 14 seats on both occasions, and
converted its advantage into a clear
majority in the Vidhan Sabha in the
Assembly elections held in 2001.

All this while the BJP was quietly
creeping up the ladder, occupying
much of the political space vacated by
the AGP. Assam was one of the States
where the BJP acquired a toe-hold in
the 1991 elections following the Ram-
janmabhoomi movement. It captured

ASSAM - 1999

Congress has dominated,
‘BJP has gained at AGP’s expense

Lok Sabha elections :
\"’\

1996

1991

1998 1999

Congress 8 5 10
BJP 2 1
AP 15
Others 3 3
Vote Share
1991 | 1996 | 1998 | 1999 | 2001
Congress | 28.5 | 31.6 | 38,9 38.4 | 39.8
BJP 96 [ 159 | 24.5 [ 298 | 93
AGP 17.6 | 27.2 | 12.7 | 11.9 | 20.0

Note: Others include one seat each for ASDC (that became CPI (M-L)
in 1999 and independent in all these elections. The third seal under
others went to CPI{M) in 1991 and 1996 and to United Minority Front

in 1998. The BJP had an alliance with AGP in the 2001 assembly
elections and therefore did not contest many seats.

Congress stands 1o lose some seats
to BJP if there is a negative swing

hat would be result this time in case...

il ]
NG N S i s IRl e

Ethnic minorities hold key

MEGHALAYA

-
P -

__Seats in 2004 elections

Congress BJP
If there is a 1% swing against the Congress 9 2
If there is a 3% swing against the Congress 7 4
If there is a 6% swing against the Congress 5 5
If the verdict of Assembly elections is repeated 10 0

to the outcom

Barak Valley

NIBUR

]
\\
Others . BJP (2 seats)
3 [_1Congress (10 seats)
3 (L] cP1 (ML), Independent
(1 seat each in Autonomous District

4 and Kokrajhar respectively)
4

Note: Calculating one percentage point swing against the Congress means deducting it from the
Congress’ vote share in the last Lok Sabha efections in each constituency and its reallocation to
non-Congress parties.in proportion to their strength. The final possibility is based on the results
of the 2001 Assembly elections in‘which the BJF had not contested the majority of the seats.

Graphic by Varaghese Kallada

two seats, both in the Barak valley, in
the Lok Sabha elections, though its
share of votes was less than 10 per
cent.

In subsequent Lok Sabha elections,
the BJP has improved upon its vote
share and managed to expand its re-
gional base.

In the 1999 Lok Sabha elections,
the BJP nearly touched the 30 per cent
mark and felt it was ready to take the
final steps toward challenging the
Congress. The party had two options:
it could try to challenge the Congress
on its own, or forge an alliance with
the AGP to have a more broad-based
support.

The first strategy was tried with di-

sastrous consequences in the As-
sembly elections of 2001. The BJP tied
up with the AGP despite open and
loud protests by its own State unit.
The local leaders and supporters of
both the parties did
not accept the alli-
ance and failed to
vote for one anoth-
er. Hence the alli-
ance, which on
paper looked like it was capable of
defeating the Congress, only ended
up reducing the Congress victory
margin. Sensing the mood of the par-
ty workers, the BJP leadership did not
press the case for an alfiance in the
coming Lok Sabha elections.

The AGP was not very keen either.
Prafulla Mahanta’s long innings as
leader of the AGP came to an end re-
cently when he lost the party’s presi-
dentship to Brindaban Goswami. The

new Jeader is keen to rebuild the par-
ty’s own strength. He has managed to
bring back Bhrigu Phukan, Mahanta’s
rival from the beginning, who had
come back to the party twice earlier
only to face humiliation at Mahanta’s
hands. This ensures that it will be a

triangular contest in the State, like in
the previous Lok Sabha elections.
Given the ethnic geography of As-
sam, a triangular contest of this kind
suits the Congress. Assam has wit-
nessed political
fragmentation
along ethnic
lines in the last
two decades.
Earlier, the Con-
gress was the party that represented
Asomiya nationalism and combined
an overwhelming support from the
dominant Hindu Asomiya communi-
ty with backing from other minority
groups tao perpetuate its rule. The As-
sam movement changed it all. The

Barak Valley

1. Karimganj
2. Silchar
3. Autonomous District

Lower Assam

4. Dhubri
5. Kokrajhar
6. Barpeta
7. Gauhati
8. Mangaldoi

Upper Assam

9. Tezpur

10. Nowgong
11. Kaliabor
12. Jorhat

13. Dibrugarh
14. Lakhimpur

Congress support among the dom-
inant Asomiya Hindus was eroded
substantially and it was forced to be-
come a party that drew much of its
votes from the various ethnic minor-
ities in the State: the Bengali Hindu
immigrants, the non-Assamese tea
garden workers and the Asomiya and
the Bengali Muslims. Together with
the various tribal groups in the State,
these minorities constitute an electo-
ral majority. Yet it is a precarious posi-
tion for the Congress.

The AGP too has had an uncertain
existence, for its influence among the
Asomiyas, mainly Hindus, is too small
to ensure it a stable majority. Besides,
the AGP’s inability to do anything

e

about the ‘foreigners’ (the immi-
grants), even when in power, has de-
prived it of its unique selling peint. It
needs a political alliance with groups
like the United Minorities Front or the
various tribal parties to be viable in
the electoral competition.

The BJP has been poaching on the
traditional social base of the AGP by
converting Asomiya nationalism into
Hindu nationalism and by combining
Asomiya Hindu votes with the votes of
Hindu Bengali immigrants, in sharp
opposition to the Muslims who con-
stitute about 28 per cent of the State’s
population. That is why the BJP’s early
rise taok place in the Barak valley with
its large proportion of immigrant
Muslims. Gradually, the BJP has
moved into lower and upper Assam as
well and challenged the AGP in its
own heartland. A division of the Aso-
miya upper caste Hindu votes would
suit the Congress, as it would prevent
the BJP from taking a decisive lead
among this group.

The Congress may equal the BJP
among the Hindu OBCs and take a
decisive lead among the Scheduled
Castes and some of the Scheduled
Tribes who do not have their own
parties.

The last mentioned fact is a source
of anxiety for the Congress. The two
major Adivasi groups of the State, the
Karbis and the Bodos, dominate one
parliamentary constituency each, the
Karbi Anglong Autonomous District
and Kokrajhar. Both the groups have
found political expression outside the
main political parties. The Karbis have
tended to favour the Marxist-Leninist
Autonomous State Demand Commit-
tee (ASDC) that Jater merged with the
CPI (M-L) and won that seat in the last
four elections. The ASDC has split
since the last elections and the group
opposed to the CPI (M-1) is stronger
in that seat.

The Kokrajhar seat has gone to an
Independent candidate supported by
the All Bodo Students Union, in con-
stant struggle with the Hindi-speaking
immigrant Santhal Adivasis in that re-
gion. Their MP has supported the
NDA at the Centre and is expected to
return to Pardament from this seat.

Barring these two seats, the arith-
metic of the remaining 12 seats in the
State is quite simple. If the Congress
retains its position in the last Lok Sab-
ha or the last Vidhan Sabha elections,
it would retain its 10 seats. A loss of 3
per cent votes or more would tell seri-
ously on the Congress’ tally.

A loss of 6 per cent would mean
that the BJP would succeed in coming
to the same level as the Congress. It
will take at least an 8 per cent loss of
votes to the Congress and cotre-
sponding gains for its opponents for
the BIP to realise its ambition of
emerging the frontrunner in the State.
That may be a tall order, if the AGP
manages to regain some of its political
energy this time. If, on the other hand,
the BJP succeeds in marginalising the
AGP and emerging as an equal of the
Congress, it may be the beginning of a
long-term realignment in State
politics. . o
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OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Jan. 27: The Con-
gress and the Left launched a
double-barrelled attack on Bihar
governor Rama Jois for criticis-
ing the law and order situation
in the state in his Republic Day
address.

“The governor of Bihar isthe
constitutional head of the state,”
Congress spokesman S. Jaipal
Reddy said. “He is playing the
. role of Opposition leader. His
pronouncements against his
own government on Republic
Day are not only politically moti-
vated but distasteful. And we
condemn it.”

Jois yesterday said fear and
terror were uppermost in the
minds of the people of Bihar,
prompting Rashtriya Janata Dal
leader Laloo Prasad Yadav to de-
mand his removal.

Reddy called the observation
— which, he said, came just be-
fore the Lok Sabha polls — an
“interference” in the political
process. “This only shows how
the BJP-led NDA government is
misusing the governor’s office
for its partisan interests.”

However, he sounded cau-
tious when asked if he would
press for Jois’ removal. “Nobody
is going to respond to it,” Reddy
said.

The CPI backed Laloo Prasa-
d’s demand and said the gover-
nor should be removed. “The

Laloo Prasad: Sack cry

BJP government and its nomine-
es seem to have no respect for co-
nstitutional proprieties and the
limits of a governor’s powers
and duties,” the central secretar-
iat of the party said in a state-
ment.

The CPM politburo said:
“This was neither the occasion
nor the forum to intervene on
the matters which fall under the
purview of the state govern-
ment. The behaviour of the gov-
ernor betrays the bias of its po-
litical affiliations.”

The BJP, predictably, sprang
to the governor’s defence. Party
chief M. Venkaiah Naidu com-
plimented Jois for “speaking the
truth” and used the issue to cor-
ner the Congress for its support
to the Rabri Devi government. -

“It is the Congress which is
allowing the jungle raj to contin-
ue and making the lives of the
people miserable there and try-
ing to extend the jungle raj to the
entire country,” Naidu told re-
porters in Chennai.

He added that even Patna Hi-
gh Court had said on three occas-
ions that there was “no govern-
ance” and that Bihar was a “fit
case” for imposition of central
rule.
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