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 India, Chlna one on

Press Trust of india

BEIJING, Dec. 29. — India today
said it has reached “consensus” with
China to expand military-to-military
ties and enhance cooperation in
combating non-traditional threats,
specifically international terrorism
during the just-concluded landmark
visit by Army Chief General NC Vij.

“There was consensus on enhanc-
ing mifitary exchanges and coopera-
tion at different levels. Both sides
also discussed cooperation in facing
non-traditional threats, particularly
against international terrorism,” the
Indian embassy said in a press
release on Gen. Vij's visit from 22 to
29 December, the first by an Indian
Chief of Army Staff (COAS) to
China in over a decade. The last
COAS to visit China was Gen. BC
Joshi in July 1994.

The release added: “The visit is an
important element of the expanding
military coniaetS between our two
countries~4s part of the overall
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Gen. NC Vij with Chinese defence minister
Gen. Cao Gangchuan in Beijing. — PT!

development of bijateral relations.
“Both sides attached importance to
improving relations and more cooper-
ative exchanges between the two mil-
itaries. They noted with satisfaction
that peace and tranquillity continues
to be maintained in the border areas.”
During his visit, Gen. Vij was
given a red carpet welcome by the
People’s Liberation Army (PLA),
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defence cobperatlon

which opened up many of its
defence facilities as part of the con-
scious effort by Beijing to enhance
mutual trust and understanding.

The visit of the Indian Army Chief
comes ahead of Chinese Premier
Mr Wen Jiabao’s expected visit to
India in March 2005.

Gen. Vij was “satisfied” with the
substantive exchanges he had with
the PLA leadership in Beijing and
also at different levels in various
locations he visited.

He noted that such interaction
helps in furthering understanding
and promotes cooperation between
the two armed forces, the release
said, adding that the PLA Chief of
Staff, Gen. Liang Guanglie has
accepted Gen. Vij’s invitation to visit
India “to carry forward the coopera-
tion between the two militaries”.

On Gen. Vij’s meeting with
Chinese Vice-President Mr Zeng
Qinghong here today, it noted that
the senior Chinese Jeader expressed
support for, ;;{éreater role for
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—i@ja, China to
expand military
ocontacts

Beijing; India on Wednesday said it had
J reached a “consensus”
with China to expand mil-
itary-to-military ties and
enhance cooperation in
combating non-tradition-
al threats, specifically in-
ternational terrorism dur-
ing the just-concluded vis-
| it by army chief General
il C Vij.
Gen N C Vij An Indian embassy
press release said of the visit by the chief
of army staff (COAS) to China: “It was an
important element in the expanding mili-
tary contacts between our two countries
as part of the overall development of bi-
lateral relations.”

Vij’s visit to China was the first in over a
decade by a COAS. “Both sides also noted
with satisfaction that peace and tranquilli-
ty continues to be maintained in the border
areas,” the release said.

During his first visit to India’s largest
neighbour, Vij was given a red carpet wel-
come by the ruling People’s Liberation
Army (PLA), which opened up many of its
defence facilities as part of the conscious ef-
fort by Beijing to enhance mutual trust and
understanding. The visit comes ahead of
Chinese premier Wen Jiabao’s expected vis-
it to India in March 2005.

Vij expressed “satisfaction” at the sub-
stantive exchanges he had with the PLA
leadership and noted that such interactions
help in furthering understanding and pro-
motes cooperation between the two armed
forces, the release said.

PLA chief of staff Gen Liang Guanglie
has accepted Vij’s invitation to visit India
“to carry forward the cooperation between
the two militaries”.

Vij also met Chinese vice president
Zeng Qinghong on Wednesday, during
which the leader said that China support-
ed an even bigger role for India in inter-
national and regional cooperation issues,
the release said.

Bilateral ties between China and India
have developed rapidly in recent years. For-
mer prime minister A B Vajpayee had visit-
ed China in 2003 and signed a historic joint
declaration to help the settiement of the
border and other issues between the two
countries. pu J/
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.
Ground realities

f
ol Time to move beyond 1962 war 4 e

t is interesting that in the course of his meeting wjth the

Chinese premier, Wen Jiabao, on the sidelines of the
ASEAN summit held in Vientiane, Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh has offered to settle the old boundary
dispute with China on the basis of “ground realities”.
According to national security adviser JN Dixit, what
Manmohan Singh meant was that Beijing should accept the
Indian control of Arunachal Pradesh, but Indian acceptance
of Chinese control over Aksai Chin is also implicit in the
statement.

This is a significant shift from the long-time Indian
position that the Aksai Chin is a part of its territory, a shift
that is pragmatic and welcome because no Indian ruler had
really controlled this territory in the past, neither is there
any possibility of being able to wrest it from the Chinese in
the present or future. Beijing has built a road linking
Xinjiang and Tibet that passes through the Aksai Chin, and
is not about to give it up. Because of the ill-feeling created
by the 1962 war it was difficult for Indian politicians, before
Manmohan Singh, to state the obvious — that Delhi will
have to renounce claims over Aksai Chin — and even Singh
can only imply it indirectly.

Such lack of pragmatism has been a burden on Indian !
diplomacy. Delhi has had to pay a heavy price as Islamabad
utilized the opportunity to build a strong strategic
relationship with Beijing, and Beijing in turn helped it to
acquire nuclear arms. Without this strategic relationship
Islamabad would have had to settle with Delhi a long
time back, with it Islamabad has been remarkably
aggressive towards Delhi, managing to keep a nation that is
eight times larger in terms of both economy and population
off balance.

The irony is that Beijing had offered to settle the
boundary dispute with India on the basis of ground realities
as far back as 1960, but Delhi spurned the offer. Had it
accepted at the time, there would have been no India-China
war. The same offer was reiterated by a reformist Deng
Xiaoping in 1980. Once again, impelled by nationalistic
shadow-boxing, Delhi refused.

Since 1980, Beijing has exhibited some spectacular
economic growth and has also built up its military strength,
while Delhi has lagged behind. The same deal may be much
harder to get at this point of time, but New Delhi ought to
make an east-for-west swap its objective in the current
border talks with Beijing, and accept it without too much
prevarication if Beijing is willing. If India were to settle with
both Pakistan and China on the basis of who controls what
at present, it would have to modify its map, with the two
humps on top of Kashmir, representing PoK and the
Aksai Chin, missing. Not a high price ta nav far nanca
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India offers border

solutlon

VIENTIANE (Laos), Nov.
30. — India today suggest-
ed to China that the two
sides use “mutual accom-
modation” based on “gro-
und realities” to resolve the
boundary dispute, a refe-
rence in particular to Beij-
ing’s claim on Arunachal
Pradesh.

In his first interaction
with Chinese Premier Mr
Wen Jiabao here on the
sidelines of the 10th sum-
mit of the Asean, Prime
Minister Dr Manmohan
Singh said: “We shall show
accommodation but an
accommodation must take
into account ground reali-
ties.” “Mutual understan-
ding should be complete
and mutual accommodati-
on should be realistic,” Dr
Singh told Wen during their
40-minute meeting, accord-
ing to national security
adviser Mr JN Dixit.

Elaborating on Dr Sin-
_gh’s remarks regarding “gr-
ound realities” to resolve
the boundary question, Mr

0 1 DEC 2004

A duy Iseu
for PM

NEW DELHI, Nov. 30. —The
Navy is planning “a day at sea”
for Dr Manmohan Singh early
next year. The dates are being
finalised, but naval sources
said it was likely to be in Feb-
ruary or March off Mumbai,
The Prime Minister is likely to
be invited to visit the INS Vir-
aat, currently the only aircraft-
carrier and easily the biggest
combat ship. — SNS

Digxit said it referred to the
Chinese advocacy in Ar-
unachal Pradesh, indicating
that China should accept
the Northeastern state as
an integral part of India.
China claims sovereignty
over a large section of
Arunachal Pradesh which
shares a 1,030-km border
with Tibet. Acknowledging
that the boundary issue was
a complex one, Mr Wen
said: “It may take time to
resolve it” but what was
needed was “confidence,
patience and political will”.

to China

Observing that current
Sino-India relations are in
the best period of time in
the history, Mr Wen said
China hoped to handle ties
with India “from a strategic
and overall point of view.”

Describing the boundary
issue as a major aspect of
Sino-India relations, he
said the talks between the
special representatives of
the two countries have
yielded positive results.

“We believe that by abid-
ing by the principle of equal
consultation, mutual und-
erstanding and mutual acc-
ommodation, the two sides
can find a solution to this
issue,” China’s official news
agency Xinhua quoted him
as saying. Mr Wen’s visit to
India in March next year “is
the most important item on
my agenda and it will send
a positive signal throughout
the world,” Dr Singh said.

He said four rounds of
official-level talks between
the two sides were “useful”
and hoped that the
progress made would help
resolve the dispute.
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CHENNAI, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2004

~4The most |mportant event on my’
agenda,” says Chinese Premier

X~

By N. Ram

VIENTIANE, NoV. 30. India!China
relations took another signifi-
cant step forward today when a
40-minute meeting between
Prime Ministers
Singh and Wen Jiabao — at the
sidelines of the third India-
ASEAN summit in the Laos
capital — emphasised the con-
tinuity of post-1988 positive
policies on both sides while
looking forward to an upswing
in all areas, including political
progress in resolving the

boundary question. The Chi-

“nese Premier, who confirmed
that he would be visiting India
in March 2005, told his coun-
terpart that this was “the most
important event on my agenda
next year,” adding “I hope this
will send a positive signal
throughout the world.”

Mr. Wen also remarked that
“the handshake between you
and me will catch the attention
of the whole world.”

The Chinese Prime Minister
told his Indian counterpart that
it was the conviction of his
Government that positive rela-
tions between the world’s two
most  populous  countries,
which had political and eco-
nomic significance in both re-
gional and global terms, should
be expanded in all spheres.
Noting that the Sino-Indian
boundary question was a com-
plex issue, he remarked: “To be
frank, resolving [it]... is by no
means an easy task. It calls for
confidence and patience.” He
expressed the view that the
complexity of the question and
the delay in resolving it should
not be allowed to slow down
other ingredients of the
relationship.

Prime Minister Singh con- _
curred with his counterpart on ;

the importance of the Sino-In-
dian relationship and empha-
sised the need to expand trade,
economic, and technological
interactions. Two-way trade
between the two countries is
reported to be close to $12 bil-
lion in 2004, The leaders agreed
that there was inadequate peo-
ple-to-people contact and that
steps must be taken to enhance
this aspect of the relationship.
Observing that the four rounds
of special representative talks
since the Vajpayee visit to Chi-
na have done “useful work,”
Dr. Singh looked forward to
further progress along this po-

litical route to the resolution of
th/eb{l)ndary question.

Manmohan

' o~ about India visit

e

STRENGTHENING BONDS: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh with his Chinese counterpart
Wen Jiabao during a meeting In Vientiane on Tuesday. — PTI

Consistent with long-term
Chinese policy, which sees the
boundary question as a prob-
lem “left over by history” that
required “give and take,” Pre-
mier Wen expressed the hope
that the question would be re-
solved on the basis of “mutual
understanding, mutual accom-
modation, and political will.”
While broadly agreeing with
him, Prime Minister Singh in-
troduced a nuance: “Yes, I
agree with you. We should

show mutual accommodation.
Any accommodation must take
into account ground realities.”

This strengthens the view
that when it comes, a politics-
in-command solution to the
dispute over the 2000-km Sino-
Indian boundary, which is di-
vided into three clear sectors,
cannot deviate very much from
existing ground realities on ei-
ther side of the barder. That is
to say, it canpdt involve any
subst;i%tial tgfritorial transfer

or exchange.

In contrast to earlier occa-
sions, China did not raise Tibet
as an issue in the bilateral meet-
ing. In'response to the hope ex-
pressed by Dr. Singh that the
Chinese Government would
complete the process of ac-
knowledging Sikkim as part of
India, Mr.\Wen said “a decision
has already.been taken” and
“we will certainly gradually im-
plement the decision.”

Consolidating gains: Pag/eu
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~ Singh to meet Chinese
PM at Asean summit «

A\ -
Press Trust of India ()/7{\ ‘ A\ " \J
o o

New Delhi, November 26

PRIME MINISTER Manmohan/ Singh will
leave for Laos on Sunday for the third Asean-
India summit, where an agreement for peace,
progress and shared prosperity will be signed,
chalking out the direction of India’s relations
with South-East Asian countries.

Singh, who will fly to Laos capital Vientiane
on a three-day visit, is expected to hold bilat-
eral meetings with Chinese Premier Wen Ji-
abao, Japanese counterpart Junichiro Koizu-
mi and others on the sidelines of the summit.

Details of the meetings are being worked
out, External Affairs Ministry secretary (east)
Rajiv Sikri told reporters here. The partner-
ship pact will chart out a collective vision for
political, economic, science and technology,
health, cultural and other key spheres, he said.

For the first time, foreign ministers of the
Asean countries will meet on the eve of the
summit. External Affairs Minister K. Natwar
Singh left for Vientiane today.

“As the Indo-Asean economic relation is
quite broad and diversified, we are looking at
the operationalisation of comprehensive eco-
nomic cooperation agreement shortly,” Sikri
said, adding that special programmes were be-
ing chalked out for Cambodia, Myanmar, Laos
and Vietnam. The first summit was held in Ph-
nom Penh in November 2002 and the second in
Bali in October 2003.

The Prime Minister is scheduled to return
to New Delhi on November 30.

Y2V 2004 THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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By Nirmalya Banerjes/TNN A erstand etween the two tra
ditional foeslis far from over was in-
Bumla (On Sino-Indian border): dicated by the fact that none from
A disputed border between India the PLA was allowed to talk to the
and China on the Tibet plateau on Indian media.

Friday witnessed the unusual scenes
of the armies of the two

The Chinese soldiers presented a

/fndla, China bhai bhai
at border culture meet

border wouId contipue for ever. tha
brief address, he/said cultural ex-
changes betweerythe two armies be-
gan last year.

According tg army officers, the dis-
puted Thagld ridge is now in posses-
“sionn of the Chinese,

countries participating ina
cultural programme and ex-
changing gifts.

On National Day of Chi-
na, a delegation of the
Tawang-based brigade ac-
companied by their families
crossed over to the Chinese
side of the border and par-
ticipated in a programme
that lasted for more than
two hours,

There was much bon-
homie with an officer of &
the People’s Liberation
Army of China walking
into the Indian side of the
border and asking the Indi-
an delegation to step over.
Indian officers, jawans and
their families marched in a
column of two and entered the Chi-
nese territory.

The international border at this
point is marked only by a heap of
stones. Disputes in the adjoining ar-
eas are, therefore, but natural.

The Chinese delegation was led
by a senior colonel Chen Yan Hui of

the rank of a brigadier. That the

THE TV

Indian and Chinese army officials join hands as they
celebrate the 55th national day celebrations of China at
Bumila in Arunachal Pradesh on Friday

cultural function that comprised
songs in Chinese and English. A Ti-
betan dance was also presented to pay
tribute to the culture of Tibet. A bor-
der personnel meeting was also held,
which lasted for about half an hour.
Brigadier Vikram Raghavan, lead-
ing the Indian delegation, wished the
peace prevailing on the Sino-Indian

FINOR 2
£s© 9eT 2104

though the Dhola post, the
setting up of which had
sparked the war in 1962, is
now in Indian possession.
In this sector, west of Bum-
1a, the Line of Actual Con-
trol (LAC) now runs along
the Namku Chu river.

Though at Burnia the In-
dian army has a post, the
# Chinese army post is locat-
W ed eight kilometers away,
® at Nagdoh. “They do, how-
evey, patrol this area regu-
larly Infact, the patrols are
a cause for concern as the
border is disputed and un-
marked and patrols of ei-
ther side can ¢ross into the
other’s territory unknow-
ingly” an officer said.

Raghavan said the Border Peace
and Tranguillity Agreement signed
in 1993 stipulated that force levels
must be kept at a minimum along
the LAC with provisions for border
persounel meeti ngs at Nathula,
Bumla, and Dichn. No military exer-
cise was conducted in mutually
identified zones.
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/42 yrs later, India storms China for peace

Bonhomie in
the land of
he Lamas

Rahul Karmakar i
Bum La (China), October 1

EXACTLY 42 years after the
Chinese stormed North-
Eastern Frontier Agency,
the Indian army ‘invaded’
the Beijing-controlled Ti-
betan Autonomous Region
(TAR) today, but for peace,
not war.

In October 1962, the Peo-

ple’s Liberation Army of
China had run over several
border outposts of the Indi-
an Army in the Bum La-
Tawang sector of NEFA,
now known as Arunachal
Pradesh.
_~They still control a few
like the Thag La Ridge and
Sumdorong Chu after araid
in 1986.

. That was an era the India
would like to forget and ap-
parently the PLA, too, fol-
lowing a thaw in the Indo-
Chinese relations over the
years — the reason why Oc-
tober 1, 2004, saw a different
set of PLA officers guiding
their Indian counterparts
into the Nagdah province of
TAR for the 55th anniver-
sary of the People’s Repub-
lic of China.

It was for the first time
since the liberation of both
countries that an army del-
egation had been welcomed
across the disputed MacMa-
hon Line that separates In-
dia and China. An Indian
media team was also al-
lowed in to cover the his-
toric event.

It was a reciprocation of
an Indian gesture 45 days
ago when a PLA delegation
had participated in the Au-
gust 15 celebrations on the
Indian side of Bum La, the
pass the Dalai Lama had
taken for his flight from the
Tibetan capital Lhasa in
1959. Lhasa is 471 km from
the Heap of Stones, mark-
ing the LAC here on a Hi-
malayan height of beyond
16,000 ft above sea level.

The air of camaraderie
had a warming effect in the
near-freezing conditions as
the Chinese delegation
leader, Senior Colonel Chan
Yan Hui, and his deputy
Colonel Chen Jian wel-
comed their Indian counter-
parts Brigadier Vikram
Raghavan and Colonel S.
Pradhan.
~ A senior Colonel in the
PLA is equivalent to a

AP
Colonel Chan Yan Hui of China with his Indian counterpart Colonel Surinder Singh at an event to mark the 55th National Day of the People’s Republic of China at
Bum La on the India-China border on Friday.

Brigadier of the Indian
army. “We want this friend-
ship to stay,” said Senior
Colonel Hui after an electri-
fying entertainment pro-
gramme by an elite Chinese
troupe, “for peace is mutu-
ally beneficial to two of the
greatest countries on
earth”,

The weather seemed to
agree too. The rain — soggy
conditions make the ap-
proach road almost inacces-
sible — had stopped prior to
the Chinese National Day
celebrations.

Notably, both the Indian
and Chinese armies have
been meeting twice a year
for confidence-building
measures along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) since
1996. It was an outcome of
the Border Peace and Tran-
quility Agreement (BPTA)
of 1993.

The BPTA warrants that
both armies do not trans-
gress the LAC and respect it
pending a solution to the
boundary dispute, not at-
tack each other, keep force
level to a minimum and
take measures to avoid an
intrusion into each other’s
territories.




EHIND the headlines about a

shifting power balance bet-

ween the rising Asian giants ~

China and India - and the
West, a new relationship is quietly
taking shape that could profoundly
affect the world economy: the rapidly
growing business ties between the
once estranged giants of Asia.

Newspaper headlines portray
China as the world’s manufacturing
base for low-cost goods, like clothing
and shoes, and India as the global IT
monopoly-to-be. Unfortunately, me-
dia outside Asia have failed to
acknowledge the growing partnership
between the two giants. According to
Wang Dehua, director of the Institute
of South and Central Asian Studies,
Western China has been especially
eager to promote regional coopera-
tion. In early August, a trade delega-
tion from Yunnan province visited
India and signed a joint declaration
with the Confederation of Indian
Industry, vowing to strengthen eco-
nomic ties and further facilitate cross-
border trade and investment.

Given the complementary nature
of their economies and the size of
their markets (nearly 2.2 billion peo-
ple in total), the nascent cooperation
between the two holds the potential
to dramatically alter the world trade balance.

A perusal of the Shanghai technology cor-
ridor reveals a hint of the countries’ industri-
al interconnectedness. Walk through one of
the main complexes in Shanghai’s Pudong
Software Park, and you will see a prominent-
ly displayed sign for Infosys, one of India’s
most respected IT firms. The same complex
also holds Satyam, the first of India’s soft-
ware service companies to set up offices in
Shanghai. Nearby are the headquarters of
the largest software services company in As-
ia, Tata Consultancy Services, which current-
ly runs an outsourcing centre for GE in the
town of Hangzhou. TCS is owned by the Ta-
tas, one of India’s most prominent business
families. Across the river is NIIT, the princi-
pal software training centre in India’s private
sector. NIIT, operating in China since 1998,
now runs an extensive two-year course in 25
provinces, training around 20,000 students to
be software professionals. There is wide-
spread speculation that Wipro, India’s only
giant IT firm without a presence in the city,
will establish a Shanghai office very soon.

It is no surprise that Indian software com-
panies are setting up in China. They, like
everyone else, sense great opportunity in one
of the largest, fastest-growing economies in
the: world. What makes the activities of
Indian companies particularly interesting is
that they are helping to create links between

THE STATESMAN

While headiines « , gl

bemoan job "
outsourcing to
China and India,
leaders and
entrepreneurs in

countries are
bridging political

benefit from
their concurrent
ascendancy,
writes ANNA
GREENSPAN

P
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in the West ¢« | .

both Asian

divides to

these giant neighbours ~ two countries that
have been estranged since the 1960s.

For thousands of years, the Sino-Indian
“border” was crisscrossed with trade routes.
The flow of goods and ideas, particularly
Buddhism, had a profound influence on
shaping the entire culture of Asia. As India’s
first ambassador to China, KM Panikkar
writes in India and China: A study of Cultural
Relations, the prolonged contact between the
neighbours “has been the major factor in the
shaping of the Asian mind, for,
from China, its influence radiated
to Korea, Japan, Mongolia and
other more distant lands.”

In recent centuries, these links
cooled and, after the Sino-Indian
War of 1962, were almost complete-
ly severed. By the end of the 20th
century, the two populations had
become strangers. Speak to ordi-
nary Chinese or Indian citizens about their
neighbours, and they will more likely
respond with stereotypes (not necessarily
negative) or comments about strange eating
habits than reply with first-hand knowledge
or insight. Sometimes it seems that India and
China appear even more exotic to each other
than they do to those in the West. (This is
partly due to the fact that, although flights
are beginning to open up, it still costs about
as much to fly from Shanghai to Bombay as

17 SEP 2004

it does from Shanghai to New York.)

Yet, despite this estrangement, the fates of
the two countrigs bear an almost uncanny
resemblance, beyond anything that can be
explained by mere geographical proximity.
Both are demographic superpowers with
more than a billion people each, and both
are proud nations with ancient histories
whose power waned throughout the modern
period. They felt similarly overwhelmed by
colonial influences, and, in response, both

developed strong leaders who led
their respective countries to
national independence. Both
Nehru and Mao created highly
independent modern states that
pursued strategies of cultural and
economic protectionism. These
were eventually abandoned - or at
least radically reinterpreted — as
both India and China adopted
policies of economic reform and liberalisa-
tion, opening themselves to the world.

On the other hand, Asia’s giants can also
appear as mirror opposites, a perception
most succinctly expressed in both countries
by the oft-repeated idea that China has

-excelled in hardware while India has excelled

in software. In part, this reflects a division
within the IT industry: China manufactures
chips and electronic components, while
India writes the codes that power the hard-

‘Growing Sino-Indian trade ties

ware. This division also demonstrates
a much more profound difference
between the two countries. China
excels at building infrastructural
hardware - buildings, bridges, power,
telecoms, roads, etc, ~ areas where
India is remarkably weak. Meanwhile,
China’s great shortcomings in democ-
ratic development, information dis-
semination, and independent media
are all soft power issues where India
~ shines,

- The realisation of these complem-
- entary strengths and weaknesses has
prompted a surge of interest in bilat-
eral business relations in the last one
or two years, Businesses on both sides
of the border are increasingly appre-
ciative of the potential for growth in
the giant next door. “In the fast cou-
© ple of years the whole relationship is
¢ taking a complete U-turn,” says
¢ Harsh Vardhan of Satyam. “The am-
ount of engagement which is happen-
ing between India and China now,
both at the government level and at
the business level, has exponentiaily
increased.”

This renewed relationship can be
concretely measured in overall levels
of trade, with economic and bilateral
trade tripling in the past 3 years. In
addition to IT trade and interactions,
India facilitates China’s economic
development by exporting raw materials and
semi-finished goods, as well as shipping Chi-
nese cargo overseas. Chinese companies, for
their part, have just begun to tap India’s ev-
er-expanding consumer market by exporting
electrical machinery, home appliances, con-
sumer electronics, and mechanical goods. A
decade ago, trade between India and China
was a paltry US $300 million, by the end of
2004, it will cross the US $10 billion mark.

Yet, this is just the beginning. “We are
going to see a lot more action in business and
commerce between these two countries,”
promises Prakash Menon of NIIT. And the
result will not be merely the transformation
of India and China from suspicious competi-
tors to friendly collaborators.

“It’s like in the early stages of infatuation,”
says Sunil Kumar, of the Confederation for
Indian Industry, musing about the relation-
ship between India and China. “You are
mysterious to each other, but you are trying
to find out more about eich other.” The
world should pay attention and get ready for
a time, in the not-so-distant future, when this
infatuation turns into a full-blown affair. As
Prakash Menon suggests, “If India and Chi-
na can learn to market to each other, I don’t
think they will need any other country. In the
first 50 years of this millennium, the East
meeting the East is going to be a lot more =
powerful than the East meeting the West.”/ .
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CIS meet adopts

anti-terror agenda

By Vladimir Radyuhin \(\Q

MOSCOW, SEPT. 16. The post-So-
viet Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States (CIS) will set up
a Security Council to jointly
combat the terrorist threat.

Meeting in Astana, Kazakh-
stan, on Thursday the leaders of
the CIS voiced strong support
for Russia over a recent spate of
deadly terrorist attacks that
claimed over 440 lives.

“The CIS heads of state ex-
press full solidarity with Russia
in its fight against terrorism and
are confident that only consoli-
dated efforts of the entire civ-
ilised humankind in fight
against international terrorism
can prevent the spread of that
evil,” said the document.

The anti-terrorist agenda
dominated the one-day summit
of the 12-member organisation.
The heads of state approved the
Kazakh President, Nursultan
Nazarbayev's proposal to res-
tructure the CIS and set up a
Security Council to jointly tack-
le the problem of terrorism.

“We are unanimous in the
understanding that contempo-
rary terrorism poses a threat to

all countries, and it is necessary
to combine efforts to fight it,”
said the Ukrainian President,
Leonid Kuchma, the outgoing
Chairman of the Council of the
CIS Heads of State.

The CIS Security Council will
comprise the Foreign and De-
fence Ministers, as well as the
security and border guards
chiefs of the member states.

Speaking at the summit, the
Russian President, Vladimir Pu-
tin, rejected Western calls that
the Kremlin should negotiate
with Chechen rebel leaders,
warning against double stan-
dards on terrorism.

“Osama bin Laden twice of-
fered European countries the
so-called truce if they withdraw
their troops from Irag,” Mr. Pu-
tin said. “However, nobody has
entered into negotiations with
him, because the methods he
uses make it impossible to talk
with him.” In recognition of
Russia’s leading role in the joint
anti-terror efforts, Mr. Putin
was elected to the rotating
Chairmanship of the CIS Heads
of State Council even though it
was not his turn to head the or-
ganisation’s apex body.

N




China is a challenge, and not a threat, to India o oip

"
v

ew Delhi has made it

clear that it does not

see China as a “threat”

to India. The official

position reflects a cor-
rect assessment of our security en-
vironment. China poses a chal-
lenge, not a threat, to India.

In assessing our security envi-
ronment, it is essential to examine
both the intentions as well as the ca-
pabilities of neighbouring coun-
tries. If a country has hostile inten-
tions as well as a military capability
to pursue those intentions, it should
be categorized as a “threat” to India.
If it possesses the military capabili-
ty of causing us major harm but
does not harbour hostile intentions,
it should be seen as posing a “chal-
lenge”. Pakistan falls in the first cat-
egory and China in the second.

The immediate focus of defence
planning should obviously be on
countries that pose a “threat”, in the
sense that it is essential that we
should be prepared at any time tore-
spond to aggression from such
countries. “Challenges” do not re-
quire the same urgent response but
they must be addressed in a long-
term perspective. It is not prudent
to altogether ignore a neighbour’s
military capabilities even though it
does not harbour hostile intentions.
After all, intentions can change
over time for a variety of reasons.
Moreover, a country’s intentions
can change quite quickly while it
takes a relatively long time to build
up our response capabilities. For
these reasons, it is unwise toturn a
blind eye to the military capabilities
of our neighbours even when they
do not pose a “threat” to us.

How does one assess China’s
current intentions? Our relations
with China went through a period of
confrontation and conflict in the
late Fifties and Sixties. The reasons
for these developments were com-
plex and need not detain us here.
Suffice it to say that that when fu-
ture historians are able to analyze
these events dispassionately, they
will probably conclude that each
side misread the other’s intentions.
What is more germane to our pres-
ent enquiry is the state of India-
Chinarelations in recent decades.

he facts here are quite clear.

I Since the late Eighties, China
has generally desisted from
adopting a hostile attitude towards
India. She has ceased to assist insur-
gent groups operating in our north-
eastern areas. The border areas
have generally been tension-free
after Rajiv Gandhi’s visit to China
in December 1988. The 1993 agree-

The author is a retired diplomat
and is currently a distinguished
fellow at the Observer Research
Foundation, New Delhi
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ment on maintenance of peace and
tranquillity in the border areas is
functioning well, and this is also the
case with the 1996 accord on confi-
dence-building measures. Bilateral
relations have progressed satisfac-
torily in all areas, most notably in
the commercial field. China has
also desisted from adopting con-
frontational postures against other
countries.

Thus, there are good reasons for
concluding that China today does
not entertain hostile intentions and
that it reciprocates our intention to
resolve all issues through peaceful
negotiation. The prospects of con-
tinued strengthening of India-

Chinaties are very good. To misper-
ceive China as a threat — and to
base our defence plans on such a
misperception — would result in
distorting our national priorities
and in a tragic diversion of scarce
resources from urgent developmen-
tal tasks.

We have, of course, to take note
of the fact that the Chinese armed
forces are among the most powerful
in the world. They are the world’s
biggest in numerical terms, and
their modernization campaign is
making rapid progress. We should
also note that China’s deepest secu-
rity concerns lie eastwards (in the
Pacific Ocean area) and not south-
wards. At the top of China’s imme-
diate concerns is the possibility of a
declaration of independence by the
Taiwan regime. Beijing has sig-
nalled its determination to crush
such a separatist move by force, if
necessary. Other issues that figure
prominently in China’s security
perspectives are the American role
in Acia and the re-emergence of

oy

Japan as a political and military
power. In no other part of the globe
is the military balance between
major powers evolving as rapidly as
in the western Pacific theatre. India
figures in China’s defence calculus
but not as a top priority.

The assessment that China is a
challenge and not a threat does not
mean that we can afford to ignore
China’s military potential. As we
noted earlier, intentions can change
over time. This can happen as are-
sult of major policy changes in a
country or it can be triggered off by
a substantial change in the balance
of power in its favour. Defence plan-
ning has to take into account

‘ Which type of
dragon we find across
our borders will depend
asmuchonusas
on China ,

not only likely contingencies but
even relatively unlikely ones (bar-
ring only the highly improbable
category).

Modern China has witnessed
several radical changes of domestic
and foreign policies, among which
the Cultural Revolution was the
most dramatic. At different times,
China has been an ally, and an ad-
versary, of the erstwhile Soviet
Union; at war with the United States
of America, and a quasi-ally of the
US against the USSR; in confronta-
tion with both these powers, and on
friendly terms with each of them. It
is true that Beijing has followed a

D1
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more steady and consistent course
in the post-Mao period, and one may
hope that the new collegiate deci-
sion-making procedures will reduce
the chances of sudden twists and
turns in the future. However, the
risk of a sudden change of course
cannot be totally ruled out. For ex-
ample, should there be a breakdown
of political stability, China’s behav-
iour might become unpredictable.
Political chaos in China is an unwel-
come prospect not only for the Chi-
nese but also for their neighbours.

Intentions and policies can also
change if there is a shift in the mili-
tary balance of such proportions
that it provides unprecedented op-
portunities for a country to achieve
its objectives at negligible cost.
Nato’s expansion into eastern Eu-
rope provides a recent example.
During the Soviet era, not even the
most ardent cold warrior in Wash-
ington could dream of the incorpo-
ration into the western alliance of
major east European states, includ-
ing even the Baltic republics of the
former USSR. What was previously
an unfeasible objective became easi-
ly achievable as a result of the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union.

hus, we must ensure that the

I current gap in the military

capabilities of China and

India does not become so wide as to

imperil our defence or trigger off a

change in Chinese policy. The differ-

ential must not be allowed to exceed
certain limits.

In assessing Chinese capabili-
ties, it would be a mistake to confine
our attention exclusively to the size
and equipment of its military
forces. The spectacular growth of
China’s civilian infrastructure —
roads, railways, airports, civil air
fleet, and telecommunications — to-
gether with the development of
agriculture and industry in outly-
ing regions such as Tibet and Xin-
jiang, makes it possible for Beijing
to rapidly induct, deploy and main-
tain much larger force-levels than
ever before, at any point on its bor-
ders. The economic infrastructure
is, in a sense, a military force
multiplier. Our response to the Chi-
nese challenge has to be shaped ac-
cordingly. Development of the eco-
nomic infrastructure, particularly
in the North-east, must complement
modernization of our defence
forces. Defence and development
cannot be placed in separate water-
tight compartments.

In Chinese mythology, the drag-
on is a benign creature, very differ-
ent from the fierce predator of West-
ern fables. Which type of dragon we
find across our borders will depend
as much on us as on China. If we
measure up to the economic and se-
curity challenge posed by China's
rapid rise, we will find that the drag-
on has Chinese characteristics.
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India, China discuss
“—police-level

19" cooperation %

By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, AUG. 16. India an
China today explored the possi-
bilities of bilateral cooperation
at the level of the policing agen-
cies in respect of internal secu-
rity duties.

The talks were held in Beijing
between top officials of the Chi-
nese People’s Armed Police
(PAP) and a five-member Indi-
an delegation led by the Joint
Secretary (Police), Ministry of
Home Affairs, A. K. Jain. The
lelegation called on the PAP
;ommander, Gen. Wu Shuang
Zhan, and also held detailed
discussions with the PAP depu-
ty commander, Lt. Gen. Liang
Hong, who had visited India
earlier this year.

The Sino-Indian talks on po-
lice-related functions were ini-
tiated during Lt. Gen. Liang’s
visit. Interactions in this sphere
have been envisioned under
the overall framework of the
joint statement on wide-rang-
ing cooperation, which was
agreed upon in June 2003,
when the then Prime Minister,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, visited
Beijing.

The present Indian delega-
tion, which arrived in Beijing on
Sunday on a weeklong visit, is
scheduled to travel to some
other parts of China as well.
Some of the specific areas of
mutual interest are understood
to be the security of installa-
tions, including those in special
economic zones, the security of
very important persons, police
training as also equipment, be-
sides certain basic aspects of
internal security. P
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"¢ villages
evacuated

@ India kept informed of river flow

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, AUG. 13. Several Chi-
nese villages downstream of the
artificial lake created by land-
slips across the Pareechu river
in the Tibet Autonomous Re-
gion have been evacuated even
as the Chinese authorities are
constantly monitoring the flow
in the river.

Officials monitoring the sit-
uation here said that a Chinese
technical team had been sta-
tioned about half-a-kilometre
away from the site of the land-
slips, which had created the
huge lake. Some more experts
are also being sent to the area.

According to the officials,
China has informed India that
water is still flowing over the top
of the “dam” created by the
landslips. First reports of the
overflow came on Wednesday.

‘Situation unstable’

Also, landslips are still occur-
ring and the situation is unsta-
ble. However, there has been no
appreciable increase in the wa-
ter levels downstream of the
lake till early evening on Thurs-
day. The lack of access to the
lake site had forced Chinese
technical experts, too, to remain
a good half-a-kilometre away.

Denying reports on Indian
television channels yesterday,
the officials said the Chinese
Government had informed New

Delhi that no “controlled blast-
ing” had been carried out in the
lake to allow water flow.

An existing hotline between
the Indian and Chinese armies
in the Spanggur area is being
used to pass on information
about the latest situation. Se-
nior Army personnel are on the
spot to monitor the situation
and receive the information
from the Chinese.

“The Chinese technical team
is basically in [a] monitoring
mode. They have conveyed to
us that blasting the dam might
be dangerous,” the officials told
this correspondent.

Apart from the exchange of
information between the two
countries in Spanggur, the Chi-
nese side is also keeping the In-
dian Embassy in Beijing posted
with the latest information.

Expert panel

In a related development, the
Union Home Ministry today set
up a four-member experts com-
mittee to advise the crisis man-
agement group set up to deal
with the situation that might
arise if the dam bursts.

S.K. Aggarwal from the Cen-
tral Water Commission, C.B.
Singh, Deputy Surveyor-Gener-
al, V. Bhanumurthy of the Na-
tional Remote Sensing Agency
and Y.P. Sharda, senior geolo-
gist, are the committee
members.
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“China releases Pare@
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Shimla: The entire area along the
banks of the Sutlej and Spiti rivers
in Himachal Pradesh was put on
maximum alert on Thursday follow-
ing a communication from the Cen-
tre that water from an artificial dam
on Pareechu river in Tibet had been
released, threatening flash floods.
The water was likely to reach Ram-
i pur on Indo-Tibet border by evening,
i chief minister Vir Bahadur Singh
told reporters.

There were reports that the artifi-
cial lake had started overflowing
since early morning on Thursday but
i these could not be confirmed as the

: water levelat Samdoh and Khaab did

not show any significant inerease.
: The state agencies, Army and Indo-

\

\Y

Tibet Borfler Police were closely
monitoring the situation to assess the
volume of water released from the
lake. Air Force helicopters and Army
personnel were put on high alert.

There were reports that Chinese
authorities conducted controlled
blasts at the site of the dam, but
there was no confirmation. Earlier,
another report received by the state
government had indicated that there
might be some controlled activity at
the lake and water might enter Indi-
an territory in next few hours but
the deadline passed off without any
development.

There was no fresh communica-
tion about the reféase 6f water aniG-
official agencies were trying to veri-

Tivte s
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chu water
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fy the earlier reports. Panic gripped
people in Rampur, Brow, Neogali, Ja-
gatkhana, Sunni and other areas as
the news of release of water spread
like wildfire. People started closing
their shops and packing up. About
4,000 people from all the 60 vulnera-
ble villages have already been evac-
uated.

Meanwhile, Indian survey depart-
ment has calculated the size of the
blockade at the lake at 178 metres
along the stream and 84 metres
across the stream as per the satellite
images. The depth of the lake was
abont 40 metres, which meant that
the total discharge from the lake
-would be 64 million cubic metres in
case the dam bursts. agencies .

.
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Dam unstable,
says China
By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, AUG. 12. India said to-
day that it was not aware of any
“explosion” the Chinese might
have conducted to breach an
artificial lake created by land-
slips across the Pareechu river
in Tibet. The brimming lake
threatens to cause massive
floods in downstream Himachal
Pradesh.

“I have no information either
way about the explosion,” the
External  Affairs  Ministry
spokesman said when asked to
confirm or deny reports that
such a blast had been carried
out. Separately, information
made available by the Chinese
Embassy has suggested that
“measures” had been taken to
deal with the Pareechu lake, but
specific details were not imme-
diately available.

‘Water overflowing’

“What we've heard is that the
dam has not burst,” the Minis-
try spokesman said, referring to
information received from the
Chinese Government. “Water
from the lake has been flowing
over the dam,” he told pressper-
sons at a regular briefing.

The Chinese Government
had, however, informed India
that the “dam” was unstable.
“The conditions are still not sta-
ble,” he said. Asked if New Delhi
was receiving sufficient cooper-
ation from China, he said that
“both sides have been in close
touch.” Several contingency
measures had been taken by the
Himachal Pradesh Govern-
ment. A chain of wireless sets
had been put in place across the
villages that might be affected.

These villages, the spokes-
man said, were along the Spiti
river, downstream of Sumdo,
and along the Sutlej, down-
stream of Khab. “The villagers
in this area have been sensitised
to evacuate to safer areas.”

Copters kept ready

Helicopters of the Air Force
were on stand-by and the State
Government had made ar-
rangements to stock essential
supplies. The Indo-Tibetan Bor-
der Police had also set up a post
at the point where the Pareechu
waters enter India.

Asked why China had not yet
permitted an Indian technical
team to visit the artificial lake
site, he said it was not a ques-
tion of “distance” but of access.
“The area is remote and difficult
to reach,” he said, adding that
he was not really sure whether
Chinese experts themselves had
been able to reach the site.

PLANNING THE STRATEGY: Authoritles in discussion at the Nathpa Dam at Kinnaur in

Himachal Pradesh on Thursday where the Sutlej is flowing at an all-time low. There is a
threat of fioods in the river as the overflowing water from an artificial lake
enters Pareechu river in Tibet. — Photo: Sandeep Saxena

A flood of rumours

By Kanwar Yogendra

RAMPUR (HIMACHAL PRADESH),
AUG. 12. For another day today
the residents of Rampur, a smail
town on the left bank of the Sut-
lej, agonised over the rumours
of a possible blast by the Chi-
nese Government to breach the
lake created by landslips across
the Pareechu.

The State Government offi-
cials too had litde information
to allay their fears of floods sub-
merging their town. Amidst
conflicting reports the people

stood and worried and only
when the External Affairs Minis-
try statement came that the dam
had not burst did they relax.

A few commercial establish-
ments and houses close to the
river were vacated a week back,
but for the rest it was business
as usual. Many locals were seen
protesting against some media
reports that exaggerated the
flood threat.

Earlier as rumours of floods
spread, para military forces mo-
bilised on the way towards Kin-
naur were seen reporting to the

Rampur SDM for possible as-
sistance.

The movement of forces led
to a momentary panic even in
Nathpa, the dam site of the
prestigious 1500 MW hydro pro-
ject, about 60 ki from Rampur,
but it subsided immediately.
The officials at the site reported
no change in the water level
there.

A team of SJVN engineers also
did an aerial survey near the In-
dian border and reported that
everything was normal.

THE HINDU
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~7Army on alert 53/wllages evacuated

By Our Special Con'espondent%

NEW DELHI, AUG. 12. The Centre
said today that the situation
created by the blockage on the
river Pareechu in China’s Tibet
province was being closely
monitored and the Army, the
Indo-Tibetan Border Police and
the Himachal Pradesh Govern-
ment had been alerted after
China reported that the artifi-
cial dam had begun to overflow.

An official press release said
the Chinese had informed India
that as at 6.30 am. today, the
artificial dam was overflowing
along its entire length and that
the condition of the dam was
unstable and in a report later at
2.55 p.m, they said that the
overflow was taking place
smoothly and there was now a
five metre gap at the dam’s top.

‘Very difficult’ condition
The release also said the Chi-
nese were yet to give permission
for a technical team from India
to visit the site on the ground
that the conditions at the site
were “very difficult” and it
would. not be possible for the
Indian team to reach there.

"We had copmunicated to
the Chinese side\that we will be
willing to send a technical team,

if the Chinese side agreed. The

Chinese side has communicat-
ed that it had sent a technical
team which had only managed
to reach about 800 metres from

” Baéeleééi China

NEW DELHI, AUG. 12. China to- |
day denied reports that the J.
blockade of the flow of Pa- |
reechu river in Tibet by a
massive landslip could have
been caused by some road
construction activity on the
Chinese side in the region.
“The landslide is simply a !
calamity caused by heavy
rainfall and natural land-
slide. The fabricated specu-
lation of the report stands
baseless,” a Chinese embas-
sy spokesperson said here.
“It is the established fact
that within a radius of 30
km around the landslide
site there is absolutely no
highway nor any highway
construction,” he added. —
i PTI

the site of the dam and that the
conditions at the site were very
difficult and it would not be
possible for the Indian team to
reach the site at this stage.

Subsequently, on 11th Au-
gust, the Chinese side informed
that it had sent another team,
which has been able to reach up
to 500 metres of the dam site.
The Chinese have not yet given
permission to our team to visit.”

The Chinese had also in-
formed India that it was not
practical to take any measure
for a controlled discharge of the
water at the present stage as the
site was in a remote area, with
difficult terrain and continuing
landslips.

According to the information
provided by China, as of August
9 evening, the dam was as high
as 35 metres, the width of the
reservoir was 1.5 km, the length
6 km, the storage 80 million cu-
bic metres, the rate of inflow 40
cubic metres a second, the rate
of leakage 7.3 cubic metres a
second and the rate of increase
in water level 0.5 metres a day.

The press release also said
that 56 villages within the dan-
ger zone had been evacuated,

and four Army columns placed

_on standby, along with helicop-

ters of Army Aviation and IAF.

In addition, six medical
teams have been pre-posi-
tioned and ITBP rescue teams
were on alert,

Early warning systems

Among other things, the Na-
tional Remote Sensing Agency
in Hyderabad is monitoring the
changes in water level through
satellite photographs, and the
ITBP has set up a post at the
point where the Pareechu river
enters Indian territory, to give
early warning of any increase in
the water level. The system of
warning has been tested
through a mock drill.

Further, on the advice of the
Centre, the Himachal Pradesh
Government has taken steps to
stock essential commodities in
villages which are likely to be
cut off and has conducted gram
sabhas in the villages along the
river course to identify places
where the people could be evac-
uated in case of an emergency.

A flood of rumours: Page 12
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Press Trust of India
New Delhi, August 11

CHINA ON Wednesday ask-
ed India to make prepara-
tions for “disaster preven-
tion” amid widespread con-
cern over the artificial dam
in Tibet bursting and trig-
gering flash floods in Hi-
machal Pradesh.

“We have conveyed vari-
ous information collected to
the Indian side in time and
reminded them to make
preparatlons for disaster
preventlon Chinese Em-

Satelhte images add

\rl\\ %

bassy spokesperson Yang
Shuying stated here.

“We would continue to
brief the Indian side on the
latest development in a time-
ly manner,” she said. Shuy-
ing said the Pareechu river
in the Tibet Autonomous Re-
gion of China has been
blocked by a landslide since
July. Attaching great impor-
tance to the issue, the depart-
ments concerned on the Chi-
nese side have been working
day and night, monitoring
closely the development of
the situation and studying

seriously measures to cope
with it, she said.

Asked about the reason for
delay in Beijing’s clearance
for a four-member Indian
technical team to inspect the
landslide area and the artifi-
cial dam and lake, Yang said,
“It is a very difficult situa-
tion because of bad weather.
It is impossible for any per-
son to enter that area.” Safe-
ty was of paramount impor-
tance, she added.

Taking full note of the
concern of the Indian side,
Beijing has carefully studied

to bank burst fears

Press Trust of India
Shimla, August 11

SATELLITE IMAGES showing ex-
pansion of the artificial lake in
Tibet that threatens to burst and
trigger flash floods in Himachal
Pradesh on Wednesday raised
fresh concerns even as high alert
in areas along the banks of Pa-
reechu, Spiti and Sutlej rivers in
the state remained in place for the
third day.

The increasing size of the lake,
which expanded to 188 hectares
from 150 hectares and acquired a
tail was worrying the administra-
tion as the depth of the lake could
not be ascertained.

As per the data available from
satellite imageries provided by
The National Remote Sensing
Agency, Hyderabad, the depth of
the lake could be about 60 metres
which means discharge of 140
million cubic metres of water, in
case the lake bursts.

The Central Water Commission
and Survey of India officials are
. reportedly undertaking an exer-
cise to find the depth of the lake at
various points with the help of
earlier contour maps to assess the
exact volume of water.

The information available here
suggest that a crater existed at the
point where the lake had been

formed and it is not necessary
that entire water would flow into
the river, if the lake breached.

As per the data available from
satellite imageries provided by
The National Remote Sensing
Agency, Hyderabad, the depth of
the lake could be about 60 metres
which means discharge of 140
million cubic metres of water, in
case the lake bursts.

The Central Water Commission
and Survey of India officials are
reportedly undertaking an exer-
cise to find the depth of the lake at
various points with the help of
earlier contour maps to assess the
exact volume of water.

The delay in clearance to the
four member of team of experts
by the Chinese authorities to visit
the lake site at Tibet and lack of
authentic data about the lake has
created confusion and panic
among the people in the area who
were spending sleepless nights.

The local administration has al-
ready evacuated about 4,000 peo-
ple from sixty vulnerable villages
in Mandi, Kullu, Shimla, Kinnaur
and Bilaspur districts.

These included 25 families from
Tattapani, 11 families from Thali
and 14 families from Randhol and
Baladi villages in Mandi district,
and all the families from Jagat-
khana and Brow in Kullu district.

thelr suggestions and re-
quirements and conveyed to
New Delhi the relevant infor-
mation, she said.

“The blockage of the river
is located in the Ali Prefec-
ture of China’s Tibet that
features high altitude, re-
moteness, difficult terrain
and poor transportation and
communication, she said.

The Chinese embassy
spokesperson said, “The in-
crease of the rainfall and wa-
ter flow from the upper
reaches results in a continu-
ous rise of water level and

possibility of dam bursting
or overflowing at any time.
Moreover, landslide, mud-
rock flow and riverway
blockade happen intermit-
tently as well.”

She said in spite of the
poor natural conditions and

‘many difficulties, China has

sent several working groups
to visit the landslide site.

Meanwhile, India today
said it has not yet received
clearance for technical team
to inspect the artificial dam
in Tibet.

“We have not received

RISING FEARS Waters of the Sutlej gush in full force in Rampur, Himachal Pradesh, on Wednesday.

g5 Sutle) alarm bells

clearance so far for the travel
of the technical team,” MEA
spokesman told reporters
here.

He said the physical condi-
tions prevailing there were
difficult. Both sides were
watching the situation and
sharing information on it, he
said. New Delhi feels the tim-
ing of the visit would ulti-
mately depend on the physi-
cal conditions prevailing in
the concerned parts of Tibet
where the weather was pret-
ty bad with heavy rains and
landslides.
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‘Himachal dam can’t
take Tibet lake spill

B Evacuation in HP, Punjab’s safe

ROYDEND'SOUZA ("
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 10

¥
\\%

OVER 100 million cubik
meters of water has accumu-
lated in the artificial lake on
the Pareechu river 35 km in-
side Tibetan territory by
Tuesday afternoon, i
prompting authori-
ties of the Sutlej Jal
Vidyut Nigam Ltd
(STVNL) to press the
panic button.

Y.N. Apparao,
CMD of SJIVNL,
said on Tuesday
evening that accord-
ing to the latest information,
the depth of water in the ar-
tificial lake was calculated at
60 m. Apparao said that late
on Monday, all five slaice
gates of the Nathpa Jhakri
reservoir were completely
opened and water in the’

reservoir emptied as much
as possible.

There is a threat to the
Nathpa Jhakri reservoir’s
dam, as the maximum cu-
mulative discharge capacity
of the five sluice gates is

about 6,000 cumecs. Look-

Mapping area under threat

ing at the sheer depth and
volume of water accumu-
lated in the artificial lake in
Tibet, authorities are brac-
ing for the worst. “There’
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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“'Nathpa Jakhri

can’t hold Tibet
lake water,

sityation grim,
3@ ay offjcials

. >
could be a breXc at anyamo-
ment in the lake. The reser-
voir can handle a maximum
depth of 25 m water at the
| reservoir mouth and about

16 m depth of water can be

§ absorbed at the power-
house,” Apparao said. “The
| situation is grim,” he said.
Late on Monday, the
sheer volume of water that
had accumulated in the arti-

ficial reservoir on the Pa- |

reechu prompted the com-
plete closure of the 1,500
MW Nathpa Jhakri hydel
project.

Engineers at the project
site completely shut down all
the 250 MW turbines and
opened all five sluice gates of
the reservoir.

The water level in the
reservoir was brought down
to the bare minimum, antici-
pating a breach in the artifi-
cial lake on the Pareechu—a
tributary of Sutlej—35 km in-
side Tibetan territory, and
200 km from the Nathpa
Jhakrihydel project.

The Sutlej Jal Vidyut
Nigam Ltd (SYVNL) authori-
ties said they received infor-
mation about the creation of
the artificial lake on July 29,
which was caused by a land-
slide after heavy rains.

In 2000, a flood in the
river Sutlej had caused flood
waters to enter the power-
house of the Nathpa Jhakri
hydel power project, apart
from causing damage to the
access road and a few
bridges.

“This however, is 2 more
serious situation, with a 100-
ft tidal wave feared,” source
in STVNL said. -

|
?
|
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'SOS to Be
to avert

New Delhi, August 9

HT Correspondent %j J)J :

THE CENTRE on Monday
requested China to examine
the possibility of releasing
excess water collected in an
artificial lake formed on the
basin of the Pareechoo riv-
er, a tributary of the Sutlej
river, in Tibet following in-
cessant rains.

The situation, described
as “alarming”, came up for
discussion at the meeting of
the Cabinet Committee on
Security Later in the day
the Home Ministry’s Disas-
ter Management Cell revie-
wed the situation in Hima-
chal Pradesh, which is like-
ly to witness floods in river
Sutlej if the lake overflows.
~ The State has already

been put on red alert. Home
Ministry sources said the
Chinese authorities, who
were in constant touch with
the Centre, have assured
that China was looking at
the possibility of finding an
outlet for the water collect-
ed in the lake.

“But the problem the Chi-
nese authorities were faci-
ng was that it has been rain-
ing for the last 24 hours in
the Tibetan region. If the
weather clears it is possible
that some water may be re-
leased in the Pareechoo riv-
er;,”’an official remarked.

According to informa-
tion received by the Disas-
ter Management Cell an es-
timated 49 million cubic
metres water is estimated
to have collected in the lake.

Ministry officials said if
it continues to rain in the
Tibetan region the lake
dam formed by landslide
might collapse leading to
flash floods in Himachal.

The Centre has already
put the Army and the ITBP
on high alert. Home Mini-
stry officials said once the
“immediate crisis” was tac-
kled the Centre will work-
out a long-term strategy
with China to deal with the
problem, including the pos-
sibility of constructing a
dam on Pareechoo river.

 Thewalls of the.
| ralsed o preve

i HT Correspondent

E o New Delhz, Augusw

ur member techm’

. am to inspect, as edrly as
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. trigger flash floods in _Hi
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SINGAPORE, JULY 29. The new
positive trends in China-India
interactions were reviewed by
designated officials of the Cen-
tral Committee of the ruling
Communist Party of China
(CPC) during their meetings
with a visiting delegation of the
Communist Party of India (CPI)
in Beijing today.

The five-member CPI delega-
tion, led by the party’s National
Secretary, D. Raja, is now in
China on a weeklong visit. Be-
sides calling on the Secretary in
the CPC’s Central Committee
Secretariat, He Young, at the

Great Hall of the People in Beij-
ing, the delegation met Hu
Zhenmin and Cai Wu, both
ranking party officials, sepa-
rately. The CPI team had a dis-
cussion with the
Vice-Chairperson of the All Chi-
nese Federation of Trade
Unions, Huang Yan Rong, as
well.

Summing up the overall
thrust of all these meeting, Mr.
Raja said, over phone from Beij-
ing, that the Chinese interloc-
utors emphasised the need to
continue the current process of
China-India talks on various is-
sues, including the border ques-
tion and economic relations. He

China-India ties reviewed

said the CPC leaders and the
CPI delegation exchanged views
on the issue of foreign direct in-
vestments in both India and
China.

Issues such as Iraq, the denu-
clearisation of the Korean pen-
insula and Palestine were also
discussed. The Chinese side re-
iterated that India and Pakistan
would have to sort out the Kash-
mir issue bilaterally, Mr. Raja
said.

The CPI delegation was also
briefed on the political orienta-
tion of the CPC on socialism
with Chinese characteristics
and the country’s current eco-
nomic policies.

THE HINDU




India and China: a shifting paradigm
By C. Raja Mohan
Until recently politics had been in command of

Sino-Indian ties. Now economics has begun
to drive the relationship.

wo- \OV)\')/

HAT THE relationship with

China is among the more ex-

citing ones in India’s global

engagement has been borne
out again this week with two sets of
talks taking place simultaneously in
the capital. One was about resolving
the longstanding boundary dispute
and the other was about expanding
partnership through comprehensive
economic cooperation. The explora-
tion of opportunities on these two
fronts are in fact inter-related. To-
gether they constitute what one might
call, paraphrasing one of Mao Ze-
dong’s slogans in a different context,
“walking on two legs.” Thanks to the
new efficiency and speed, Sino-Indi-
an relations have never been as sound
as they are today.

Is this a new beginning or a passing
phase? Is the current momentum in
bilateral relations sustainable? These
questions are indeed relevant. For,
the absence of normal neighbourly
relations between India and China
has been a geopolitical reality in Asia
for decades. That past, it.can be as-
serted now, is no longer a guide to the
future. It is possible to argue that Si-
no-Indian relations are on the thresh-
old of a paradigm shift and that the
current level of cooperation between
the two is only the tip of the iceberg.
As political problem-solving and dee-
pening economic cooperation begin
to take root, the nature of the Sino-
Indian engagement could be radically
different in the coming years.

Any suggestion of a paradigm shift
would surprise both enthusiasts and
sceptics on Sino-Indian relations. The
official engagement between New
Delhi and Beijing has reached a level
of maturity that has not been antici-
pated by either side of the long divi-
sive debate on China within the
nation. Within a short span of time
after the brief chill that descended on
Sino-Indian relations following the
nuclear tests of May 1998, New Delhi
and Beijing have rapidly transformed
their bilateral relationship. The public
debate on China has tended to lag be-
hind the official policy direction.

Underlying this transformation has
been a new Indian pragmatism that
has evolved over the years in ap-
proaching the relationship with Chi-
na. That realism began with the visit
of Atal Bihari Vajpayee to China in
1979. It broke a big taboo in Indian
thinking about the relationship with
China after 1962. Nearly a decade lat-
er Rajiv Gandhi travelled to China to
- produce that elusive political break-
through — the simultaneous pursuit
of a solution to the boundary problem

as well as a rapid normalisation of bi-
lateral relations. Both Mr. Vajpayee
and Rajiv Gandhi had to face intense
opposition from their own parties and
the foreign policy establishment
against what was seen as “adventur-
ism” in the diplomacy towards China.

This institutional resistance, how-
ever, succeeded during the 1990s in
slowing down the pace of Sino-Indian
rapprochement. Mr. Vajpayee did
pick up the threads again during his
visit in 2003 and opened the doors for
a more purposeful negotiation on the
boundary dispute and a more imagi-
native approach to future economic
cooperation. More fundamentally,
Rajiv Gandhi and Mr. Vajpayee were
instrumental in burying the victim
mentality that India car-

agreed that there has to be “give and
take” in resolving the boundary dis-
pute. Those mutual concessions will
have to be worked out — on the basis
of a broad set of principles — in the

coming rounds of boundary talks.
The second factor transforming the
relationship is an economic one. The
dramatic expansion of bilateral trade
in recent years has provided a stabilis-
ing element that did not exist before.
Starting from a few hundred million
dollars in the mid-1990s, bilateral
trade touched $7.5 billion last year
and is expected to cross $10 billion
this year. Coupled with India’s com-
merce with Hong Kong and Taiwan,
Greater China today is already India’s
third largest trading partner. While
the Sino-Indian trade has

ried since the 1962 war

WORLD VIEW &

structural limita-

with China. A new gener- —
ation in India with greater self-confi-
dence about its own future is now
capable of thinking about the difficult
issues with China in a more relaxed
manner.

That the initiative for recasting the
relationship with China has come
from both Congress and the Bharatiya
Janata Party is an important guaran-
tor of national consensus, which is so
necessary to deal with the emotive
boundary question with China. The
third round of talks on the boundary
dispute this week have demonstrated
the commitment of the Congress
Government to pursue the process
initiated by its predecessor with equal
vigour. This has provided the much
needed assurances to the Chinese on
the continuity in India’s approach to
the boundary question. There is no
reason to believe that the Manmohan
Singh Government will not keep the
BJP leadership fully in the picture on
the boundary negotiations with China
and preserve the current valuable na-
tional consensus.

India and China are negotiating
their boundary dispute in a radically
different manner. In the past they ar-
gued on the basis of historical prece-
dent and legal claims. While both
sides have inherited what seemed in-
flexible positions, they have agreed to
resolve the question within the overall
political perspective of the evolving
bilateral relationship. In short the
current negotiation is a political one
rooted in their calculus of national in-
terest. Beijing and New Delhi have

Mmoo

tions, it has not showed
any signs of slowing down and con-
tinues to grow rapidly.

This booming commerce has laid
the foundation for a solid relationship
based on expanding stakes in mutual
cooperation. The relationship is no
longer tied to nice sounding political
rhetoric in good times and mutual re-
crimination in bad. Until recently pol-
itics had been in command of
Sino-Indian relations. Now econom-
ics has begun to drive the relation-
ship. It is in this context that India and
China have begun to discuss compre-
hensive economic cooperation. This
could be the first step towards the
consideration of a free trade area be-
tween the two nations. If India is look-
ing at free trade arrangements within
South Asia and with South East Asia, it
stands to reason India begin to ex-
plore a similar arrangement with
China.

The Manmohan Singh Government
has been somewhat cautious about
free trade agreements. That caution is
apparently rooted in the determina-
tion to ensure that commitments
made abroad are in tune with domes-
tic economic considerations. Over the
long run however, the Government
cannot but be aware of the fact that
deeper engagement with China,
which is on its way to becoming the
world’s second largest economy, is
both necessary and inevitable. Dee-
pening Sino-Indian economic coop-
eration will also become one of the
building blocks of a future Asian eco-
nomic community, which could em-

ulate the many features of European
economic integration.

The political consequences of ex-
panding Sino-Indian economic coop-
eration would not necessarily be
linear. As the interaction between two
of the world’s largest economies be-
gins to gather momentum, it will have
profound consequences. One, it will
result in greater pace of economic in-
tegration between the two Asian gi-
ants and their abutting regions.
Multiple layers of economic integra-
tion involving India, China, South
Asia and South East Asia are already
under consideration. There can be no
preferred exclusive spheres of eco-
nomic influence for New Delhi or
Beijing. The former cannot be kept
out of South East Asia and the later
will not opt out of South Asia.

In both these areas India and China
have been seen as rivals in the past.
But in future New Delhi and Beijing
might find new opportunities to
cooperate in trans-regional energy
and economic projects in both the re-
gions. The national oil companies of
India and China today bid for equity
oil all around the world and occasion-
ally find themselves in the same con-
sortium, for example in the Sudan.
There is no reason why the emerging
large corporations in both countries
will shy away from thinking about
participation in mega projects in their
own neighbourhood.

The logic of economic integration
will ensure that the remote regions of
both the countries that border each
other — Xinjiang, Tibet and Yunnan
in China and Kashmir, Sikkim and the
Northeast in India — will be brought
closer to each other as well as regional
markets. At present trade between the
two countries is at the national level.
Political sensitivities are preventing
natural economic cooperation be-
tween neighbouring regions in the
two countries. This is both unwise
and unsustainable from an economic
standpoint. Both countries now have
an interest in developing their frontier
regions bordering each other. Border
trade and transit trade are essential to
improve the living standards of peo-
ple across the Sino-Indian boundary.

Trans-frontier economic coopera-
tion that will restore historic trading
routes, access roads and pilgrimage
rights will create a new framework in
which the boundary issue can be set-
tled. Delineating a linear border will
be less difficult if the two sides main-
tain the focus on the trans-boundary
interests of communities. The paradi-
gm shift in Sino-Indian relations will
then be complete.

.



~ ‘China-India

bofder Talks~

constructive’
-9 w7
By Our Special Correspondent f

NEW DELHI, JuLY 27. The third
round of China-India talks on
solving the boundary dispute
ended here today. The talks be-
tween the National Security Ad-
viser and India’s Special
Representative, J.N. Dixit, and
his Chinese counterpart and Ex-

" ecutive Vice-Foreign Minister,

|

Dai Bingguo, were held in a
“friendly, constructive and
cooperative atmosphere,” ac-
cording to an External Affairs
Ministry news release.

The talks involved reviewing
the guiding principles for the
talks that had been formulated
in the previous two meetings.
The two sides agreed to hold the
next meeting in Bejjing at a
“mutually convenient date.”

Mr. Dai Bingguo called on the
Prime Minister, Manmohan
Singh, and handed over a letter
from the Chinese Premier, Wen
Jiabao. He also called on the Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister, Natwar
Singh.

The boundary settlement
talks were upgraded to the level
of Special Representatives (SRs)
and since then two rounds of
talks were held between the
then National Security Adviser
and Principal Secretary to the
Prime Minister, Brajesh Mishra,
and Mr. Dai Bingguo.

Analysts feel that the ap-
pointment of SRs reflects politi-
cal will on the part of Beijing
and New Delhi to negotiate a i |
nal settlement on the border
dispute. The Cabinet Commit- |
tee on Security chaired by Dr. |

Singh had on Saturday finalised
the brief for the meeting. /f
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India-China talks begin,
statement likely ‘today

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 26. The third
round of talks on solving the In-
dia-China boundary dispute be-
gan here today. There was no
official word about the talks and
the External Affairs (MEA) Min-
istry spokesperson said a state-
ment is likely tomorrow,
concluding day of the talks.

The National Security Adviser
and India’s special representa-
tive, J.N. Dixit, and his Chinese
counterpart and Executive Vice-
Foreign Minister, Dai Bingguo,
held the talks.

Mr. Dixit received the Chi-
nese Minister at his South Bloc
office and the two reportedly
went over the ground that has
already been covered. The Indi-
an side comprises the Ambassa-
dor in Beijing, Nalin Surie, the
Additional Secretary in the
MEA, Nirupama Rao, and other
senior officiats.

The previous National Demo-
cratic Alliance Government had
taken the decision to upgrade
the talks and the then National
Security Adviser, Brajesh Mis-
hra, led the first two rounds of
talks. It is understood that both
sides have managed to narrow
down the differences in percep-
tion on the approach to the
problem.

They also acquainted each
other with some technical irrita-
nts such as the marking of con-
tours on the maps.

India had earlier insisted on a
sector-by-sector approach to
solving the problem while Chi-
na wanted a package deal. The
two sides have now agreed to
discuss the problem on a sec-
tor-by-sector basis but an-
nounce the agreement once the

The National Security Adviser, J.N. Dixit, with
the Vice-Foreign Minister of China, Dai Bingguo,
before the third round of boundary talks in
New Delhi on Monday. — Photo: V. Sudershan

differences on all the sectors are
sorted out.

The 4,000-km-long border is
divided into three sectors for
the sake of convenience as early
as in the 1950s. Both sides agree
on the boundary for the middle
sector but serious differences
persist on the eastern and west-
ern sectors.

The Indian brief for the talks
was finalised at a meeting of the
Cabinet Committee on Security
on Saturday. Chaired by the
Prime Minister, Manmohan
Singh, the 90-minute meeting
reviewed the progress so far,
outlined the brief for Mr. Dixit
and its expectations from the
Chinese side.
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' NDIA and China recently ma-
rked the 50th anniversary of
the signing of the Panchsheel
Agreement of ’54 amidst mu-

ch bonhomie. Both countries had
then pledged that they would con-
duct their relations on the basis of
“non-interference” in each other’s
internal affairs and sovereign “equ-
ality”, Chinasoon began arming and
training insurgents in the Northeast,
making a mockery of its pledge of
“non-interference”. This interfer-
ence ceased only when Deng Xiao
Ping decided to end all support for
communist insurgencies in South-
east Asia, including that to the Bur-
mese Communist Party in the "80s.

 The Burmese communists used

to provide the logistic support for
Naga and Mizo insurgents to enter
China’s Yunan Province.

But does China wish to treat In-
dia as an “equal” in its global diplo-
macy? Ananalysis of its nuclear poli-
cies shows that it follows a policy of
“containment” of India and wishes
toreduce thiscountry to the status of
avassal state. This has been evident
from the unprecedented assistance
that it has provided Pakistan to en-
able that country to develop nuclear
weapons and missiles capable of tar-
geting Indian cities. The assistance
still continues. The animus of Chi-
nese rulers towards India emerges
clearly in the records of discussions
between Mao and Zhou En Lai, on
the one hand, and Richard Nixon
and Henry Kissinger, on the other.
Despite overwhelming evidence to
the contrary, China’s assistant for-
eign minister, Shen Guo Fang, re-
sponded in "96 to allegations about
the Sino-Pakistan nuclear nexus by
asserting: “China ... has never trans-
ferred equipment or technology for
producing nuclear weapons to any
other country, nor will China do so
infuture”. How then did A.Q. Khan
transfer to Libya the design of the
nuclearweapon that Chinatested in:
October ’66, wrapped in the shop-
pingbag of his Rawalpindi tailor?

‘When China conducted its first
nuclear test in "64, its government
solemnly announced that it would

£ G. PARTHASARATHY

China reserves the right to
deploy nuclear weapons
but doesn't want us to do so

QT b Qé(w\o(

never be the first to use nuclear
weapons against any country at any
time and under any circumstances.
With this in mind, a group of Indian
strategic analysts, led by K. Subrah-
manyam, asked Qian Qichen, the
Chinese foreign minister, in 1988,
why India and China could not sign
an agreement on “no first use”.
Qian then quipped that as India
claimed it did not possess nuclear
weapons there was no meaning in
such an agreement.

Around '88, Rajiv Gandhi as
prime minister decided that India
would covertly go ahead and de-
velop a nuclear arsenal. China’s
stance, at that time, was that the Nu-

posed a multilateral treaty on “no
first use” of nuclear weapons in *94
to the other four “recognised” nu-
clearweapons powers: USA, Russia,
France and UK. On September 4,
94, Presidents Jiang Zemin and
Boris Yeltsin signed a doctrine of
“no first use” by undertaking not to
be the first to use nuclear weapons
againsteach other. While the Amer-
icans rejected the Chinese proposal
for “no first use”, President Clinton
signed an agreement on “non-tar-
geting” of each other’s nuclear arse-
nalswith China, barely two weeks af-
ter India conducted its nuclear tests
— in 98. Clinton revived fears of
Sino-US collusion directed against

China’s response to Natwar Singh'’s
proposal, that came on June 29, confirmed
that it wishes to reduce India, like its other

neighbours, to the status of a vassal

clear Non-proliferation Treaty

(NPT) was an instrument of “hege-
mony” and discrimination. But, in
’92, shortly after India commenced

-building its nuclear arsenal, China

acceded to the nuclear non-prolifer-
ation treaty and demanded that all
others do likewise. It also diluted its
pledge that itwould never be the first
to use nuclear weapons, stating that it
applied only to states that were
members of the NPT, or parties toa
nuclearweapons free zone. Since In-
dia, Israel and Pakistan, were the
only nuclear nations that had not

- signed the NPT, China’s new nuclear

doctrine reserved its right toresort to
the first use of nuclear weapons
against India.

Even asit excluded India froma
“no first use” guarantee, China pro-

India by proclaiming that this agree-
ment would demonstrate “mutual
confidence” and “serve as a helpful
counterweight” to recent nuclear
tests in South Asia. Former US
deputysecretary of state, Strobe Tal-
bott, has now revealed that it was
China that drafted the UN Security
Coungil to adopt the highly condem-
natory and one-sided Resolution
1172 after our tests.

It is important to recall all this

when analysing Natwar Singh’s per- -

fectly straightforward proposal, that
India, Pakistan and China should
evolve a “common nuclear doc-
trine” for strategic stability in Asia.
This proposal has resulted in India
and Pakistan declaring that “the nu-
clear capabilities of each other,
which are based on their national se-

Panchsheel was a long time ago

curity unperauves, constitute a fac-
tor for stability”. China’s response,
that came on June 29, however, con-
firmed that it wishes to reduce India
like its other neighbours to the status
of a vassal of the Middle Kingdom.
Responding to a query on Natwar
Singh’s proposal, its assistant foreign
minister, Shen Guo Fang, pomp-
ously proclaimed: “The interna-
tional community should stick to the
principles in the NPT as well as the
consensus reached in UN Security
Council Resolution 1172.” Shen
thus reaffirmed that China con-
demns India’s nuclear tests of 1998
and that it wants India to immedi-
ately stop its nuclear weapons pro-
gramme, refrain from weaponisa-
tion, cease development of ballistic
missiles capable of delivering nu-
clear weapons and halt production
of all fissile material for nuclear
weapons. He would also like the Se-
curity Council and the UN secretary
general to have a role in addressing
Indo-Pakistan issues including the
“core” issue of J&K.

Shen’s comments confirm that
while China reserves the right to
manufacture and deploy nuclear
weapons, it does not want India to
follow suit. This is particularly odd,
given China’s role in the develop-
ment and deployment of nuclear
weapons and missiles by Pakistan. It
is also pertinent that while the US
and its G-8 partners nolonger speak
of Security Council Resolution 1172
(drafted by China) and broadly ac-
cept the reality that India, Pakistan
and Israel possess and will retain
their nuclear and missile progra-
mmes, it is China alone that categor-
ically demands that India should ac-
cede to a treaty that it labeled as an
instrument of “hegemony” for over
twodecades.

But afl this should not deter us
from engaging China on issues of
nuclear strategy and disarmament,
or from strengthening our nuclear
and missile potential, by developing
missiles like the Agni 3. China, like
other great powers, only respects na-
tions that are militarily and econom-
ically strong and self-reliant.
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Revitalising Panchskel _

T WAS Premier Zhou En-Lai who
put forward the Five Principles
of Peaceful Co-existence for the
first time while opening the bi-
lateral talks between China and India
on the relations between the two
countries over the Tibet region of

By K. R. Narayanan

As co-originators of the Panchsheel, it is the
internationalist duty of China and India to marche world body to serve the interests

forward, revitalise their friendly relationship, an

/ 8\0 g \\ \\ Y

an work together to bring about
ch a democratic transformation of

d aspirations of humankind. In
is context, let me quote what the

project the Five Principles for the peace, progressyeat Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping

China. Later when the formal nego-
tiations started, Chang Han Fu, lead-

and stability of the world.

aid in December 1988: “In recent
ears there has been comment about

er of the Chinese delegation,
reiterated these Principles as guide-
lines for the solution of outstanding
problems between the two countries. Zhou En-Lai to visit India.

The leader of the Indian delegation That visit turned out to be an im-
welcomed the Five Principles saying portant event at a critical moment in
that though India had not formulated  the history of Asia. As a young man, I
these principles as the Chinese side had the good fortune to witness the
had done, she had been following tremendous mass. reception that
thern as the basis of her foreign policy Zhou En-Lai received in India, Wher-
since she attained Independence. He ever he went there were hundreds

do-China. It was in June 1954 during
the course of the Geneva Conference
that Prime Minister Nehru invited

~——he next century being the Asia Pacif—
den and India, moved a resolution ¢ century. 1 do not agree with this
the United Nations contaiflipg ttiewpoint. Even 1f the Fgr Eastern re-
Five Principles; it was _adoptgion of the Soviet Umon and the
unanimously. = Nestern part of the United States and
Unfortunately today, even after tF-anada are inciuded, the populgtmn
end of the Cold War, peace gludes thtill comes to only about 300 rr}ﬂhonf
world and forces of hegemonic dorwhereas the combined population o
ination cast dark shadows over tkwo countries [China and Indiaj is 1.8
world. In this new context, the Fivillion. If China and India fail to (‘ie-
Principles have become intensely revelop, it cannot be called an Asian

suggested, at the concluding session
of the talks, that the Principles should
be incorporated in the preamble of
the agreement on Trade and Inter-
course between India and the Tibet
region. It was thus that “Panchsheel”
appeared in a document on interna-
tional relations for the first time on
April 29, 1954.

Prime Minister Nehru of India wel-
comed Panchsheel with open arms,
pointing out in Parliament that it was
an ancient phrase in India that the
Lord Budha had used in the moral
context. He added that the phrase
was adopted by the Indonesian Gov-
ernment and that when he heard it in
Indonesia it struck him as a happy
phrase, which he thought was of
great importance to the world today.
In China the idea of the Five Princi-
ples can be traced back to ancient
times. The great Chinese philoso-
pher, Confucius, spoke of harmony
in the midst of differences and out-
lined certain ethical principles of hu-
man conduct. Thus it might be said
that the Five Principles arose from
the civilisational matrix of Asia and,
in its modern form (as stated in the
1954 Agreement between China and
India), was a new and creative contri-
bution to the theory and practice of
international relations from the an-
cient continent of Asia. The ancient
idea of Panchsheel was reborn in
Beijing in the modern form. It is, I
believe, of continuing relevance to
the vastly changed and changing
world of today and tomortow.

1t is important to recall today the
context in which the Five Principles
were promulgated. After the victory
of the Chinese Revolution, the first
plenary session of the Chinese Peo-
ples’ Consultative Conference adopt-
ed a Common Programme that
contained most of the core principles
of Panchsheel on the basis of which
new China proposed to conduct its
relations with the nations of the
world. The immediate context was

that of regulating relations between
India and China. There was also the

wider context of relations with coun-
tries of Asia, Europe, and the world.
The relationship between the new
Asia and the old colonial powers of
Europe and the West was at the time
occupying the minds of world states-
men at the Geneva Conference on In-

and thousands of people greeting the
Chinese Premier with the slogan
“Hindi-Chini Bhai-Bhai.” Extensive
discussions took place between the
two Prime Ministers on how peace
could be established in Asia, espe-
cially South East Asia, and how the
area of peace there could be extend-
ed to the rest of the world.

They came to the conclusion that it
was not through military pacts and
alliances, which divided the nations
in a bitter cold war, but through the
Five Principles or Panchsheel (re-
cently signed between China and In-
dia} that a system of collective
security or collective peace, as Nehru
preferred to call it, could be estab-
lished in Asia. They visualised Panch-
sheel agreements of this type
between China and Burma, Burma
and India, China and Indonesia, then
Indonesia and India and so on — and
between as many countries as pos-
sible in Asia and the rest of the world.
The Panchsheel idea caught the
imagination of people in Asia and the
world at a time the great powers and
the developed world were pursuing
the Cold War and a bitter ideological
conflict.

The Five Principles came to be ac-
cepted almost universally by coun-
tries and finally by the United
Nations Organisation. In a series of
active and independent international
moves, Premier Zhou En-Lai and
Prime Minister Nehru visited coun-
tries in Asia, Africa and Europe and
signed with most of them agreements
embodying the Five Principles. The
Asian-African conference held in
Bandung accepted the Five Princi-
ples, expatiating them into the Ten
Principles of Bandung. The Confer-
ence of Non-aligned nations in Bel-
grade accepted them as the core
principles behind the non-aligned
movement.

Panchsheel became the presiding
principle of the Asian-African move-
ment for equality and freedom
against the prevailing colonial and
imperialist domination of the world.
The United Nations accepted the
Five Principles as a code of conduct
in international relations, with Dag
Hammarskjold describing them as a
reaffirmation of the obligations and
the aims of the United Nations. On
December 11, 1957, Yugoslavia, Swe-

evant in the conduct of internationCentury.” Deng’s words ring truer t0-

relations. Respect for the sovereignday when the

combined population

and integrity of nations, for non-inf China and India is over two bl}ilon.
terference in the internal affairs making up two-fifths of humanity.

nations, for wnon-aggression,

fc Thanks to the economic reforms

equality, and for peaceful coexilaunched by Deng and VigPTOYll{SlY
tence has become the pillar on whicpursued by successive leadlers,, 'Ch“'m‘
a just and peaceful world order cais today dazzling the wor d with its

be erected. We hear now new doeconomic progress.

india too has

trines of internationalism, the end (broken out of its slow EFOWﬂ‘h syln:
sovereignty and indeed of the staidrome and become a moving, chang

itself being advanced by political th”rﬁeg\;v e of development, there is

orists of the developed world. Thei

progressive economy. At this

is also the doctrine of a unipokmuch that fndia and China cdar(;oez((;
world in which one power or a grou change with e;ach other }—1— an
of powers with enormous econom co-operate with each other.

and military power seeks to lord
over the rest of the world.

Such cooperation, also bringing in

other fast-developing countries of

China and India believe in a mult the region, will usher in the “35
polar world where power is diffuse Asian Century that Deng Xiaoping

over several cen‘res in a world of inf
nite diversities and differences |
terms of culture, language, religio!
economic condition, and politic
persuasion. Unipolar and interver
tionist theories and practices are w
sustainable and opposed to
democratic and pluralistic world o
der. Recognition of sovereignty, noi
aggression and non-interference i
the internal affairs of states ar
equality and mutual benefits ar
peaceful co-existence constitute tt
irreducible minimum on which a vi:
ble world order is based.

Globalisation should not becon
the worldwide manifestation of tk
highest and subtlest form of capita
ism but as Mahatma Gandhi env '
saged “a federation of friend!
interdependent nations” where n
one dominates or exploits anothe
The appropriate code of conduct ft
a globalised world would be the Fiy
Principles of Peaceful Co-existeng
and not the overfordship of one supt
power or group of nations. The Un%
ed Nations should be at the core
this world order. Any intervention fi
the sake of human rights or democre
cy should be by the United Nations or
by the express approval of the United
Nations. For this purpose, we believe
the United Nations should be re-
formed and the U.N. Security Council
expanded and made more represen-
tative of humanity as a whole, includ-
ing representation on it of the great
and populous and democratic devel-
oping countries of the world.

I believe that China and India as
the co-authors of the Five Principles

i ‘\ ;

sualised. With China and India, the
new century will be moving steadily
towards the Asian destiny — not &
destiny isolated from the rest of the
world but as part and parcel of the
destiny of the world. In the new cen-
tury, co-operation between the two
largest countries of Asia and the
world is a historic necessity.

As co-originators of the Panch-
sheel, it is our internationalist duty to
march forward, revitalise our frlen(_ily
relationship, and project the Five
Principles for the peace, progress
and stability of the world. One of the
major issues today is defending thf:?
pluralistic world order where nations
can evolve, grow and prosper accord-
ing to their own genius. ]awahar{ql
Nehru observed in the 1950s that "it
should be open to each country (o
develop in its own way, learning from
others and not imposed by them. ts-
sentially this calls for a new mental
approach. The Panchsheel and the
Five Principles offer that approach.
Today we have to generate that men-

tal approach which Panchsheel put
forth so refreshingly during the
1950s, the golden years of Sino-Indi-
an relations. We have 1o work togeth-
er to make the Five Principles, in the
words of Premier Zhou En-lal,
“shine over the whole world” — for
our mutual benefit and for peace,
friendship and co-operation armong

nations. .

(This is based on former President

K.R. Narayanan’s keynote address at a

seminar organised in june 2004 in

Beijing to mark the 50th anniversary

of Panchsheel.)
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‘India, China seriously

engaged on border issue

By Amit Baruah )('\Q "

NEW DELHI, JUNE 30. The former President,
K.R. Narayanan, believes that India and
China have seriously engaged each other
in a bid to resoive their border dispute
after the appointment last year of Special
Representatives to address the issu

Talking to S
The Hindu
today, Mr.
Narayanan,
who paid a
visit  earlier
this month to
Beijing in %
connection
with the 50th
anniversary
celebrations
of Panch- {
sheel, said that g \tacts between
India and China as well as the expansion
of the trade relationship would have a
positive bearing on this process. “All this
will act as a fillip to this process.” .

“The approach is such that something
concrete and beneficial will come out of
it,” he said about the talks going on be-
tween the Special Representatives. “It will
be a long haul, it {a possible settlement]
will not be sudden.” Pointing out that the
term “mutual adjustment” was being
used in connection with the border issue,
Mr. Narayanan said it remained to be
seen what exactly the phrase meant.
“During the process of negotiations, we
may find out what the term means.”

Mr. Narayanan, India’s Ambassador in
Beijing from 1976-78, said he had visited
China both as Vice-President in 1994 and
then as President in 2000. “It was a very
good visit,” he said recalling his trip to
Beijing as President.

The former President, who was in Beij-
ing to address a major international semi-
nar on the 50th anniversary of Panchsheel
earlier his month, said he could see how
rapidly China was changing for the better.
“People’s health is so much better. You
can see it on the streets.”

Asked what role China would play on
the global stage, Mr. Narayanan said Beij-
ing was already a world power. “It is play-
ng an independent role, something like

peegi

)

our non-alignment in the pursuit of for-
eign policy. They don’t gang up with one
side.”

Nobody can say that Sino-American re-
lations were one of conflict, he said, add-
ing that like with India, the Chinese were
willing to set aside their differences with
the United States, and develop their rela-
tions.

To a question on the Chinese approach
to Iraq, he said that Beijing had taken a
position similar to Paris on the issue. Chi-
na has been saying that the world is not
unipolar and they want to work with oth-
ers to establish a multipolar world.

|
|
|

Mr. Narayanan said the Chinese Gov- -
ernment had gone out of its way to treat ;

him with courtesy during his recent Beij-
ing visit. “I was invited to deliver the key-
note address at the Panchsheel seminar
along with the former Chinese Vice-Pre-
mier, Qian Qichen,” he said adding that
two former American Secretaries of State,
Henry Kissinger and George Schultz, the
former German Chancellor, Helmut Kohl,
as well as the former U.N. Secretary-Gen-
eral, Boutros-Boutros Ghali, attended the
seminar. “They [his Chinese hosts] gave
precedence to me, they treated me like a
chief guest.” Asked whether India and
China could play a joint role in world af-
fairs, the former President said the two
countries were already cooperating in the
World Trade Organisation (WTO) and
other multilateral fora.

Mr. Narayanan was convinced that the
“five principles” of Panchsheel were still
relevant in today’s world. In his June 14
Beijing address, he argued that respect for
the sovereignty and integrity of nations,
non-interference in internal affairs and
non-aggression and equality were the pil-
lars on which a “just and peaceful” world
order could be erected.

“China and India believe in a multipo-
lar world where power is diffused- over
several centres in a world of infinite di-
versities and differences in terms of cul-
ture, language, religion, economic
conditions and political persuasions. Un-
ipolar and interventionist theories and
practices are unsustainable and opposed
to a democratic and pluralistic world or-
der.”
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Press Trust of India
Beijing, June 28 y(\’
AY

THE CHINESE leadership
on Monday warmly greeted
their Indian counterparts
on the 50th anniversary of
the founding of the Panc-
hsheel principles, which
they said offered a ‘political
foundation’ and a ‘funda-
mental guarantee’ for bilat-
eral ties to progress health-
ily and steadily.

Panchsheel, jointly initi-
ated by former Prime Minis-
ter Jawaharlal Nehru and
his Chinese counterpart
Zhou Enlai on June 28, 1954,
includes mutual respect for
sovereignty and territorial
integrity, mutual non-aggre-
ssion, non-interference in
each other’s internal affairs,
equality and mutual benefit
and peaceful co-existence.

Jointly developing and
deepening the longterm
constructive and coopera-
tive partnership between
China and India on the five
principles conforms to the
fundamental interests of
the two persons and will
continuously contribute to
peace, stability and devel-
opment in Asia and the en-
tire world, Chinese Presi-
dent Hu Jintao said.

In his Ynessage to his In-
dian counterpart, APJ Ab-
dul Kalam, Hu said China
would like to make joint ef-
forts with all other coun-
tries, including India, to
continuously enrich and
carry forward the spirit of
the five principles so as to
make fresh contributions to
human peace and progress.

“The formation of the
five principles of peaceful
coexistence, initiated jointly
by China and India 50 years
ago, was a pioneering effort
in the 20th-century history
of international relations
and an important contribu-
tion to the cause of peace
and development of human-
ity,” said Hu, also general
secretary of the ruling Com-
munist Party of China.

He noted that over half a
century, the five principles
have withstood the test of
history, won extensive recog-
nition from the internation-
al community and become a
major set of norms govern-
ing state-to-state relations.

“At present, the five prin-
ciples are still of tremen-
dous relevance as a guide
for action for world peace
and common development,”
the Chinese president said.

“China will firmly pur-

‘India, China renew
anchsheel

sue the independent foreign
policy of peace, forge and
develop friendship and
partnership with neigh-
bours and remain commit-
ted to good neighbourly and
friendly relations and mu-
tually-beneficial coopera-
tion with surrounding
countries,” he said.

Chinese Premier Wen Ji-
abao, in his message to his
Indian counterpart, Man-
mohan Singh, said the five
principles are a political
foundation for China-India
relations and a fundamen-
tal guarantee for the rela-
tions to progress healthily
and steadily

The Chinese government
highly values its friendship
with India and is ready to
work together to further en-
hance the mutual under-
standing, reinforce ex-
changes and cooperation in
various fields and resolve
the issues left over by histo-
ry so as to continuously add
new strength to the bilater-
al relationship.

“I'm convinced that,
through the concerted ef-
forts of both sides, there wi-
11 be an even brighter future
for the long-term construc-
tive partnership between
China and India,” he said.

THE HDUSTANTIMES <9




India, China agree to

-~

«-"enhance ties

&0 By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, JUNE 21. The External Affairs Minister, K. Natwar Singh,
and the Chinese Foreign Minister, Li Zhaoxing, today expressed
satisfaction over the upturn in bilateral ties and agreed to enhance
relations. The two leaders, attending the Asian Cooperation Dia-
logue (ACD) at the Chinese city of Qingdao, met for the first time
since the assumption of office by a new Government in New Delhi.
They reviewed the overall state of interactions.

While they did not appear to have gone into specific issues in
detail during their 35-minute meeting, the two leaders were under-
stood to have expressed the hope of sustaining the border talks.

Speaking to reporters after the meeting, Mr. Li said China and
| India “will work together for the further nromotion and enhance-
. ment of [their] good relations.” Accepting Mr. Singh’s invitation to
him to visit India, Mr. Li said he would be able to fulfil his long-
time “dream.” Mr. Singh held bilateral meetings with the Japanese
Foreign, Minister, Yoriko Kawaguchi, and the Singapore Foreign
Minister, S. Jayakumar.
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“All not okay with
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BELIING, May 30. — Despite the record-
breaking spree witnessed in India-China bi-
lateral trade, New Delhi is concerned by
the “narrow” composition of the trade bas-
ket, official sources said here,

“We are greatly heartened by the positive
momentum in our bilateral trade. Yet, both
countries need to examine its various pa-
rameters closely, particularly the narrow
composition of the trade basket and the in-
sufficient use of each other’s comparative
advantages,” an official source said. “For
sustainable high volumes of bilateral trade,
diversification of the trade basket is not on-
ly important but imperative,” he said.

India and China could benefit from ex-
pansion and diversification if they explored
new areas for cooperation, sources said
while pointing out that tremendous poten-
tial exists in fields like agriculture, dairy in-
dustry, food processing, auto-components,
pharmaceuticals, health care, machine
tools and information technology.

India-China bilateral trade during the
first quarter of this year achieved an im-
pressive growth of 87.68 per cent at $3.13
billion, an all-time record.

While Indian exports to China zoomed
124.10 per cent to $2.12 billion during Jan-
March period, China’s exports to India
grew by a modest 39.94 per cent to $1.01
billion, according to Chinese Customs.

However, the impressive performance in
India-China trade during the first quarter
was primarily on account of the high
growth of iron ore exports from India,
sources said. ‘

Indian export of ores, slag and ash has
maintained a high growth rate, with its val-
ue going up from less than $250 million in
the first quarter of last year to $1.16 billion

in the first quarter this year.

- Export of ores, slag and ash accounts for
over half of India’s total exports in January-

THE STATESMAN 4

_India-China
“trade

March, 2004, which amounted to $2.12 bil-
lion, thus showing the extreme dependency
on a single item of export, the sources said.

Despite the rapid increase in exports, the
composition of the export bundle remained
skewed in favour of primary products.

Apart from ores, slag and ash, other
main items of Indian exports to China are
iron and steel; plastics; cotton yarn; organ-
ic and inorganic chemicals; miscellaneous
grains and seeds; salt, sulphur and tone;
mineral fuels and precious stones.

India currently ranks number one in the
list of countries exporting ores to China.

Meanwhile, sources placed high hopes
on the work of the Sino-Indian Joint Study
Group (JSG) on Trade and Economic co-
operation, which met for the first time here
in March, to work out a broad based frame-
work of economic cooperation between the
two neighbouring nations which are also
the fastest developing nations.

“The JSG has started its work,” an offi-
cial source said, adding it will examine po-
tential complementariness in expanded
trade and economic cooperation, draw up a
programme for the development of India-
China trade and economic cooperation for
the next five years. “We expect the group
will complete its work by the end of this
year,” the official said.




"Optimism in China on

s, ties with India

By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, MAY 15. Experts on India, associated
with China’s political establishment, today ex-
pressed the belief that the present change of gov-
ernment in New Delhi might prove conducive to
the “positive” development of the bilateral
relationship.

While the Chinese Government has not so far
made known its policy orientation towards India,
in the specific context of the poll outcome, Chi-
na’s former Ambassador in New Delhi, Zhou
Gang, sounded a general note of optimism.
Speaking from Beijing, Mr. Zhou told The Hindu
in Singapore that he thought the new govern-
ment in India “will continue the process of im-
provement of bilateral relations” with China.

The development of friendly ties between In-
dia and China was in the interests of the two
countries and would help promote “peace and
stability in the region, in particular, and also the
world at large,” he said.

Recalling the role that Sonia Gandhi’s “late
husband” had played by visiting China in 1988,
Mr. Zhou said the current state of “friendly rela-
tions will not be affected” under a government
that might be led by her. :

Wang Hongwei, a long-time expert on India,
said: “T don’t think there will be a very major
change in India’s foreign policy towards China”

EH #

as a result of the latest elections.

Noting that “the bilateral relations have im-
proved very much” following the “very successful
visit” to Beijing by Atal Behari Vajpayee as Prime
Minister Iast June, Prof. Wang pointed out that
“India’s policy [towards China] was not formulat-
ed by a single party.” While New Delhi evolved its
policy “through consensus” among the political
parties in India, “mutual understanding and mu-
tual trust were greatly strengthened” following
Mr. Vajpayee’s visit.

Referring to Rajiv Gandhi’s diplomatic odyssey

that helped “improve and normalise” ties with |

China, Prof. Wang felt that Ms. Gandhi “will con-
tinue the trend started by her husband.” Indeed,
the development of relations with China seemed
to be a “long-term policy of the Congress [party].”
The latest political change in New Delhi could,
therefore, produce “some positive effect” on the
Sino-Indian equation, Prof. Wang said.

Ma Jiali, associated with the China Institute of
Contemporary International Relations, saw the
current Indian political changes as “a good sign
for bilateral relations,” given that Rajiv Gandhi'’s
visit to Beijing in 1988 was really “a milestone.”
With the Congress, too, having been “active” in
fostering Sino-Indian bonhomie, there should

now be “no change in direction.” In fact, “the ,

pace may be faster, not slower” under a govern-
ment led by Ms. Gandhi, Ma Jiali said.

MNa
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~“China keeps its
} “.word on Sikkim

By Amit Baruah ‘(\0

- NEW DELHI, MAY 6. Sikkim no

longer figures as an “inde-
pendent nation” in the world
map and index of the annual

. yearbook published by the

; .External Affairs

Chinese Foreign Ministry.

The Chinese Government
has thus fulfilled its assur-
ance to the Government of
India that Sikkim’s status
would be corrected in the of-
ficial Ministry yearbook. (Ac-
cording to a Press Trust of
India report from Beijing, the
“World Affairs Yearbook
2003-2004" showed Sikkim as
part of India.)

“As you are aware, during
Prime Minister’s [Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s] visit to China in
June 2003, a process was
started by which Sikkim
would cease to be an issue in
India-China relations. In this
regard, we have taken note of
the latest developments,” the
Ministry

. spokesman said today.

A copy of the yearbook was

' reported to have been hand-
i ed over to officials in the Min-

istry of External Affairs some

i tlme ago The yearbook was

THE HINDU

put into/ci cblatmn several
weeks ago.

ith this, China |

has taken a significant step in

meeting Indian concerns .on
the status of Sikkim. On De-
cember 18, 2003, The Hindu

reported that Beijing had de- |
cided that the new yearbook |

would not show Sikkim as an -

independent nation.

The Chinese Premier, Wen |

Jiabao, informed Mr.

Vaj- |

payee during a meetmg on |

October 8, 2003 in Bali, In- -
donesia, that China had re- |

moved Sikkim from the list of
independent countries that
figured on the official website
of its Foreign Ministry. Dur-
ing and after the June 2003

meetings at the leadership |

level between the Indian and

Chinese
clear message was sent out by

Governments, a .

Beijing that it had no inten- !
tion of retaining Sikkim as an .

“issue” in bilateral relations.

Changes on the country’s .
official maps, too, it was con- |
veyed to the Indian side,
would take place. As the first .

step in this process, the Chi-
nese side has appropriately
amended the official year-

book.

7 Mpy 200



Nathu La to open bﬂ uly

May 6. — Sino-Indian border trade via
the Nathu La pass is set to begin by July
this year. High level sources disclosed, the
Union home ministry has already con-
veyed the decision to Sikkim government.
Confirming the move, former political ad-
visor to the chief minister, Mr BB Goor-
oong, said today that the letter written to
chief minister Mr Pawan Chamling by the
Union home secretary has set a July dead-
line for the formal opening of the pass be-
tween India and China.

Senior state government officials in-
volved in chalking out the Nathu La
opening said that initially the opening
would be “symbolic”, followed by token
visa exchanges. Actual trade will, howev-
er, take some time to begin. Earlier,
speaking on the issue, senior Sikkim
Democratic Front leaders said, building
of infrastructure, especially highways and
warehouses, will take a few years. Observ-
ers here said the decision to open up the

¥ pass might do its bit to sooth China’s dis-
satisfaction over the delay in the opening
of the pass. China’s state run China Daily
‘had in the recent past lamented India’s
“lethargy” over the matter, Rajya Sabha
MP from Sikkim, Mr PT Gyamtso said.

THE STATESMAN 7 4y,
an

S
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NEW DELHI, May 6. — China has f
mally changed its maps, showing for t}
first time today, that Sikkim was a pan
of India. Considered a mgmﬁcam move
indicative of a thaw in the boundary
problem that has plagued bilateral rela-
tions, the world map in the just-pub-
lished World: Affairs Year Book: 2003-
2004 has stopped showing Sikkim as a
separate country and doesn’t mention
Sikkim in ifs: index of countries. This,
analysts said, shows recognition of the
current India-China border.

The official Chinese publication last
vear had shown Sikkim as a separate
country. in the map and mentioned ‘it
among, “independent” nations.

New Delhi welcomed the move, but.
downplayed  it, merely “taking note of
the latest developments”, A serious dia-
logue to.resolve the boundary dispute
began after Prime Minister Mr Atal Beh-
ari Vajpayee’s visit to Beijing last June.
The dialogue is being handled at the pol-
itical level Mr Brajesh Mishta, national
security adviser, and Chinese vice foreign
minister Mr Dai Bingguo. — SNS
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 INDIA-

THE PROPOSAL TO hold a joint ‘army exerci\gé
with China has come not a day too late. It marks
another step forward in the smoothly developing
bilateral relationship between the two Asian gi-
ants and neighbours. A military exercise involv-
ing the two armies is a logical follow-up to the
joint naval exercise off the Shanghai coast. Given
the fact that peace and tranquillity reign on the
long Sino-Indian boundary as a result of a break-
through high-level understanding forged in De-
cember 1988, and that political as well as trade
relations are on the upswing, this kind of cooper-
ation can help in creating a better environment
for going about the task of resolving the bounda-
ry dispute in an amicable way on the basis of give
and take. Once a new Government assumes of-
fice in New Delhi after the 14th general election,
it should be possible for the military establish-
ment to concretise the proposal for a joint army
exercise.

Over the years, there has been a steady in-
crease in India’s joint military exercises partic-
ularly with countries in the eastern region. A
newfound bonhomie with the Southeast Asian
countries has resulted in the Indian Navy taking
up regular exercises with Singapore, Malaysia,
Thailand, Indonesia and Vietnam, among others.
In addition, the Navy has undertaken goodwill
visits to the Indo-China region, calling on Cam-
bodia for instance. The military cooperation with
Singapore is on an altogether different footing,
with a whole range of training facilities provided
to the city-state’s Navy and Army. Likewise, the
full potential of longstanding friendship with

-—

CHINA MILITARY COOPERATION
VEANA

Vietnam\8§ now being realised on the military
front, with a strategic partnership and a full-
fledged training facility extended to that brave
and resourceful country. The Indian Navy has
been leading this process. Considering that India
is endowed with a very long coastline and prides
itself on being a sea-faring nation from antiquity,
it is not surprising that cooperation on the sea-
front comes to it naturally. Until now, these exer-
cises were with countries that were seeking closer
economic cooperation with India and looked to it
for reassurance at a time when China was think-
ing big.

In the post-9/11 era, India has been forging
new equations in Asia. After a series of confidence
building measures, the United States establish-
ment seems to have decided to move closer to
India in terms of military cooperation and sharing
of intelligence, although the implications 'of the
newly conferred status of ‘major non-NATO ally’
on Pakistan are yet unclear. A joint naval exercise
with the U.S. has been followed up with another
involving the Army. The INS Tarangani, a cadet
training ship of the Indian Navy, is returning to
Kochi after a 15-month-long sailing during which
it touched the shores of 18 countries and took on
board a few cadets from most of them to provide
hands-on training and interaction with nearly 70
Indian cadets. This cruise has taken the vessel
through the Gulf, southern Europe, and the U.S.
besides Australia and East Asia. When the first
joint army exercise with China takes place, it will
add a welcome new dimension to a healthily de-
veloping bilateral relationship.

THE HINDU
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Defence minister George Fernandes shakes hand with
his Chinese counterpart General Cac Gangchuan in
New Delhi on Monday

Indla, China wnll%\\
observe each other’s

military exercises

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Continuing
with the new upswing in
bilateral defence ties, In-
dia and China on Monday
decided to exchange offi-
cers to observe each oth-
er’s military exercises and
explore the possibilities
for more joint exercises be-
tween their armed forces.
The two sides also reaf-
firmed their commitment
to continue maintaining
peace and tranquillity
along their around 4,000-
km-long border and ob-
served that “an early reso-
lution of the boundary
question would give a boost
to bilateral relations”.
This came after delega-
tion-level taiks led by visit-
ing Chinese defence minis-
ter General Cao
Gangchuan and his Indian
counterpart George Fer-
nandes. “Both sides pre-
sented new proposals 1o
strengthen and develop de-
fence exchanges and confi-
dence-building, as also en-
courage friendly interac-

tion between border per-
sonnel posted at the Line

of Actual Control,” a min-
istry official said after the
talks.

The two countries also
agreed that training, in-
cluding Chinese language
training in defence institu-
tions in India, and sports
and cultural exchanges be-
tween their armed forces
should be increased.

The Chinese minister
later called on Prime Min-
ister Vajpayee and held
talks with external affairs
minister Yashwant Sinha.
Gangchun also presented a
brief overview of the in-
ternational situation and
recent major domestic de-
velopments in China, no-
tably the National People’s
Congress.

The Indian and Chinese
armed forces have general-
ly remained suspicious of
each other ever since the
1962 conflict. But with Fer-
nandes himself visiting
China in April 20038, the
two sides have now begun
to interact with each other.
This included a three-day
search-and-rescue joint ex-
ercise between Indian and
Chinese warships recently.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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A boost to ties
+¥ with China «

Stinjoy Chowdhury in New Delhi

March 24. — For the Chinese defence minister; Gener-
al Cao Gangchuan, a tour of Mumbai’s Mazgaon Docks
and Bangalore’s Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd, both cru-
cial defence production centres, have been planned. For
the Indian and Chinese troops along the border, more
friendly exchanges are a possibility.

The Chinese defence minister, along with a 13-member
delegation, will reach India on Friday for a five-day tour.
While this is being seen as another step towards normal-
ising India-China ties, discussions between General Cao |-
and Mr George Fernandes could relate to several major
issues including protecting sea-lane traffic, increased na-
val exercises and anti-terrorism issues. More exchanges in
terms of Chinese armed forces personnel coming to India
for courses and vice-versa are also possible.

Mr Fernandes has had a successful tour of China some
months ago, during which he had discussions with the
top leadership. General Cao’s visit is being considered
sighificant while border talks continue. One naval exer-
cise has already happened and further efforts, this time
off the coast of India, is a possibility. Both countries
have -a strang interest in protecting the sea-lanes and
checking piracy. The pirates, for a while, were extreme-
ly active in the South China Sea and Malacca Straits
area. The two countfies could. look at joint work in
checking international terrorism.-

-
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—~Conditions are favourable for resolving the Sino-Indian border issue

Bounds of the p0551ble

he prime ministers of India
and China decided to ad-
dress the Sino-Indian
boundary question in a sep-
arate category and in a sub-
stantive manner during Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s visit to Beijing in 2003. A
Sino-Indian joint working group, esta-
blished under the co-chairmanship of
the foreign secretary of India and the
vice-minister of the Chinese foreign
office dealing with India, was responsi-
ble for discussions on the boundary
issue after this decision was taken.

The brief to this latter working
group was based on the exchange of
views between Rajiv Gandhi and the
Chinese leader, Deng Xiaoping, in De-
cember 1988. The terms of reference in
the brief said that the substance of the
boundary question could be addressed
satisfactorily only after an environ-
ment of mutual trust and cooperation
was built up. The approach to resolve
the problem should be gradual. Besid-
es, the boundary question should not
stand in the way of expanding the co-
operative relationship between the two
countries. In the first phase of the
question relating to the boundary,
India and China should agree to main-
tain stability, peace and the avoidance
of confrontation on the line of actual
control. The ultimate solution to the
boundary question should be based on
mutual adiustments, mutual under-
standing, mutual accommodation. The
specifics in these regards could be dis-
cussed over a period of time.

During the period between 1988 and
2003, the successive governments of
India and China acted on the above
brief. A comprehensive agreement on
maintenance of peace and tranquillity
on the line of actual control was signed
in September 1993. This agreement
was followed up by another in Novem-
ber 1996, stipulating further confi-
dence building measures to be imple-
mented by both countries.

Chinese counterpart, Wen Jia-

bao, to designate their respec-
tive senior advisors to deal with the
boundary question in separate negoti-
ations (in June 2003) during Vajpayee’s
visit to Beijing signified some impor-
tant undercurrents of Sino-Indian re-
lations. The decision implied that the
mutual resentments and suspicions
which emerged between India and
China after the nuclear weaponization
of India in 1998, have been removed.
Nearly one and a half decades of inter-
action to evolve a working relationship
had reached a stage where both sides
felt that there was an atmosphere of
sufficient trust and political will to
move towards this most important pro-
blem affecting bilateral relations be-
tween the two countries.

Indian and Chinese leaders came to
the assessment that the boundary
question should be separated from is-
sues related to interim stabilization of

T he decision by Vajpayee and his

The author is former foreign
secretary of India

R
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the line of actual control and that the
boundary issue should be addressed
with a higher sense of priority and
with political will. Considerations of
development and long-term security
required that both countries insulate
the boundary issue from possible mis-
understandings or confrontation.

It is in this context that Brajesh Mi-
shra, principal secretary to the prime
minister, and Dai Bingguo, executive
vice-minister of the Chinese foreign
office, were designated to negotiate a
solution to the boundary issue parallel

with the work being done by the joint
working group and its expert sub-com-
mittees on stabilizing the line of actual
control and fashioning confidence-bui-
1ding measures.

Mishra and Dai have had two meet-
ings, one in Delhi on October 23 and 24,
2003, and the second one in Beijing on
the January 12 and 13, 2004. Two ro-
unds of discussions within a short
span of seven months after the deci-
sion in June indicates operational seri-
ousness in dealing with the boundary
issue. Details of these two rounds of
discussions were not made public. It is,
however, reasonable to speculate that
there is parallelism in perceptions re-
garding regional stability and security
between the two countries which have
impelled them to address this histori-
cally burdened problem.

Indian priorities regarding China
are clear, mainly structuring a stable
and cooperative relationship, stabiliz-
ing bilateral relations in the context of
India’s and China’s nuclear weapons
and missile capacities, expansion of
economic and technological coopera-
tion wherever such cooperation is mu-
tually beneficial, constructive engage-
ment with China on political and stra-

tegic matters to balance off or remedy
possible mutual competition or con-
tainment by one of the other detrimen-
tal to each other’s interests.

China’s views on the boundary
question would be influenced by its at-
titudes to south Asia. These are rooted
in Chinese perception about likely de-
velopments in regional politics and
power equations. China has under-
gone profound transformation over
thelast two and half decades. It has un-
dertaken extensive economic modern-
ization and reforms successfully. Eco-

‘ Brajesh Mishra and Dai

Bingguo were designated
to negotiate a solution to
the boundary issue ,

nomic liberalization with political dis-
cipline is the governing principle of
China’s domestic politics. The focus is
on stability and growth, and a concern
that external relations should have
equilibrium, ensuring that they do not
interfere with the domestic social and
political agenda of the Chinese.

itis obvious that India has a similar
approach and similar concerns. It is
ironic that both India and China watch
each other’s respective relations with
the United States of America with
alertness. The Chinese concern is that
Indo-US cooperation should not have
orientations antagonistic to Chinese
interests. India is similarly concerned,
that Sino-US cooperation does not re-
sult in the US accepting an over-arch-
ing role for China in managing the sta-
bility and security of the Asian region.

Resolving the boundary question

would contribute to a practical rela-
tionship between India and China.
That levels of mutual trust and reason-
ableness have increased is obvious.
Factors which contribute to the pro-
cess are a convergence of views be-
tween India and China on issues relat-
ed to international terrorism, US-dom-
inated unipolarity of international po-
litical equations, trends in the global-
ization of the world economy which
discriminate against developing coun-
tries, and the interventionist trends in
the foreign policies of the US and some
Western democracies which have resu-
lted in tension in the Asian region.

What are the prospects of resolving
the boundary question and what are
the policy orientations which could be
adopted?

The issue is permeated by emotion
and memories of negotiations be-
tween 1956 and 1961, and the 1962 Sino-
Indian war. Both countries have vital
security concerns regarding their sta-
tes and provinces close to the bound-
ary. There are Indian parliamentary
resolutions affirming legitimacy of
the boundary as it existed at least in
theory during British rule in India. A
way out has to be found from these res-
olutions (or 1962 and 1994-95), for flexi-
bility in India’s negotiating stance.

hatever solution is fashion-
\ N / ed, it has to be responsive to
the perceived interests of the
two countries. There are some in the
strategic community and experts in
both countries who feel that given the
present ground reality based on the
line of actual control, there should be
no hurry in resolving the boundary
question. Indian commentators have a
sceptical view that China may not real-
ly be interested in resolving the ques-
tion. This assessment stands question-
ed by the joint decision of the two gov-
ernments to have separate prioritized
negotiations on the boundary issue.

What could be possible options re-
garding the negotiating stance to be
adopted by the two countries?

Both India and China should dis-
card the historical arguments related
to boundary negotiations of the past.
The boundary should be demarcated
on the basis of recognized principles of
international law. The latest carto-
graphic methods should be used to dis-
cern and identify the geographical fea-
tures stipulated by international law
for demarcating the boundary. A geo-
graphical survey of the region should
be undertaken jointly.

Once this basic work is completed.
principles of mutual understanding,
mutual adjustment and accommoda-
tion could be applied in the negotia-
tions to find a solution which should
conform as closely as possible to the
existing realities in terms of jurisdic-
tion, territorial and demographic affil-
iations. A solution should be respon-
sive to the security and geo-strategic
interests of both countries.

1t is easier said than done, but the
effort by Brajesh Mishra and Dai Bing-
guo is worth it for the wellbeing of the
peoples of India and China.



India rethinks China policy

M
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ILE THE media atten-
tion in India remains riv-
eted on the roller coaster
relationship with Pakis-

tan, the Government is quietly trans-
forming ties with China. For all the
expectations, the peace process with
Pakistan remains fragile. It is vulner-
able to a rapid mood swing in New
Delhi, which could be triggered by a
major terrorist incident. The progress
in the Indo-Pakistan relationship
seems to depend on the survival of
one man — Pervez Musharraf — and
his policies. In contrast, the change in
the ties with China appears structural
and has now acquired an unprece-
dented momentum. The cooperation
between the two nations has been in-
stitutionalised and covers a wide
range. There is that rare national con-
sensus within both nations on the
need to intensify bilateral relations.

Nothing illustrates the changed
policy towards China under the Gov-
ernment led by the National Demo-
cratic Alliance than a recent speech
by the Pefence Minister, George Fer-
nandes. Six years ago, immediately
after the NDA led by the Bharatiya
Janata Party took charge in New Del-
hi, Mr. Fernandes issued a series of
public statements critical of China. It
generated a media controversy at
home and political consternation in
Beijing and tended to confirm the im-
age of Mr. Fernandes as a “China-
basher.” The nuclear tests of May
1998 and India’s reference to the Chi-
na factor in its decision to become a
nuclear weapon power brought a
harsh response from Beijing. A deep
chill descended on bilateral relations.
Since then, India and China have
come a long way.

In a lecture last week in memory of
Air Chief Marshal P.C. Lal, Mr. Fer-
nandes summed up the transforma-
tion in Sino-Indian relations with
reference to his own past statements:
“To set the record straight — may I
once again clarify that as the Indian
Defence Minister — in response to a
hypothetical exigency, I had qualified
China as a ‘potential threat number
one’. However, since then, there has
been a very positive tenor in the Sino-
Indian relationship and this was
amply reflected during the visit of our
Prime Minister, Sri Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, to China in June 2003. The fu-
ture prospects, in short, are
promising and both countries have
reiterated this determination at the
highest political level on both sides.”

This was not an anodyne diplomat-
ic statement. Mr. Fernandes was in

By C. Raja Mohan
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The change in India’s ties with China appears
structural and it has now acquired an
unprecedented momentum.

fact addressing a provocative ques-
tion that formed the subtitle of his
address: “Prospects for Sino-Indian
Relations: adversarial, competitive or
mutually supportive?” It was a poser
that sums up India’s own enduring
anxieties about China. Mr. Fer-

the prospects for competition, say, in
the field of foreign direct investment.
But he quotes Mr. Vajpayee to under-
line the difference between “healthy
competition and divisive rivalry.”
This differentiation has already led,
according to Mr. Fernandes, to a new

nandes, to his credit,
sought to provide frank
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“level of maturity” in bi-
lateral relations, which

answers.

Since the period of 1959-1962,
when Sino-Indian friendship turned
into hostilities, New Delhi wore its
own concerns about China on its
sleeve. But rarely has the Indian lead-
ership acknowledged the concerns of
Beijing. Struck by the mirror image in
Beijing, Mr. Fernandes quotes what
the then Chinese Prime Minister,
Zhou Enlai, told the U.S. National Se-
curity Adviser, Henry Kissinger, about
the India-Pakistan war in 1971 and
the liberation of Bangladesh.

While India feared China might
open a second front against it in 1971,
this is what Mr. Zhou believed: “The
worst possibility is what I told Dr.
Kissinger — the eventuality that you
would all attack China — the Soviet
Union comes from the north, Japa-
nese and the U.S. from the east, and
India into China’s Tibet.” Statesman-
ship is about recognising the anxie-
ties of the other side and factoring
them into any bilateral engagement.

Fortunately for India and China,
the normalisation of relations after
the nuclear tests did not merely re-
store status quo ante. The dramatic
expansion of bilateral trade and eco-
nomic cooperation in the first years
of the millennium has created a dif-
ferent template for bilateral relations.
From $200 million in the early 1990s,
bilateral trade shot up to $5 billion in
2002 and touched $ 7.5 billion last
year. It is expected to touch $10 bil-
lion this year.

“Doubling this figure in the next
few years is not inconceivable and
there are many areas where the two
countries can complement each oth-
er”, Mr. Fernandes says. For decades,
India and China have dealt with their
ties entirely through the political
prism. The two neighbours at last
have a blossoming economic rela-
tionship that offers a solid foundation
for the future and an insurance
against political uncertainties.

Mr. Fernandes is quick to point out
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allows the two nations to
“address our differences with a grea-
ter sense of urgency without letting
them come in the way of develop-
ment of relations in other areas.”

The differences are indeed being
addressed. During Mr. Vajpayee’s vis-
it to China last June, Beijing had
agreed to recognise Sikkim as part of
India. The discussion on the bounda-
ry dispute has been elevated to the
political level and the Special Repre-
sentatives have held two rounds of
negotiations to hammer out “guide-
lines and principles” for the settle-
ment of the boundary dispute. Mr.
Fernandes says these talks have been
“friendly and constructive and there
is much clearer understanding of
each other’s position.”

Even more important, Mr. Fer-
nandes points to the understanding
between the two countries “that there
is no fundamental conflict in the stra-
tegic and national priorities of India
and China, and that neither mutual
exclusion nor containment is a valid
policy choice.” India and China have
historically been suspicious about the
other’s relationships with the major
powers, in particular the United
States and Russia. Their relationships
with the third parties have often had a
lasting and negative effect on their bi-
lateral ties. Now, Mr. Fernandes says,
“China and India are consolidating
their respective bilateral relations
with the United States, the Europe
Union, Russia and Japan and none jof
these relationships are to be cop-
strued as being zero sum.”

In other words, India will neither
join the U.S. to contain China nor
align with Beijing in a bloc against
Washington. Both are interested in a
multidimensional engagement with
all the major powers. But cynics
would argue that as rising powers in
the same neighbourhood, India and
China are bound to clash if not to-
morrow the day after. Both are in-
volved in modernising their militaries

and increasing their reach. Will they,
then, run against each other in their
shared neighbourhood of Asia?

Underlining the objective reality of
the growing strategic capabilities of
the two sides, Mr. Fernandes con-
fronts the question: “We must ensure
that whatever be the nature of the
military profile that China and India
acquire in the near future, this must
be managed in such a way that there
is no mistrust or needless anxiety. In-
dividually and together, such capabil-
ity must be seen as contributing to
regional and global stability.” It is not
often that India has said that Chinese
military strength could be a stabilis-
ing force in the region.

The Indian military and the Red Ar-
my have been at the forefront of those
in both countries who remain dis-
trustful of the other. Mr. Fernandes
points to the change taking place, in-
cluding the recent joint naval exercis-
es. “It is encouraging that despite the
adversarial inheritance that India and
China have had in the past, today
both militaries are moving towards a
stable working relationship,” he says.

As India and China deal with con-
structing a stable relationship, Mr.
Fernandes highlights two residual
problems. One is the “deficit of trust”
on China’s partnership with Pakistan.
“We have had some abiding concerns
about China's relationship with Pa-
kistan. This is an area where the def-
icit of trust must be redressed for it
would have a positive bearing both
on the bilateral relationship and the
overall regional ambience.”

Mr. Fernandes finally zeroes in on
the larger problem that has prevented
cooperation between the two coun-
tries — “the deficit in understanding
and knowledge” about the other so-
ciety. Despite being two large neigh-
bours with historic ties, neither side
knows enough about the internal po-
litical and social dynamics across the
border. Mr. Fernandes hopes that the
plans for cooperation on tourism and
increased people-to-people contact
will help plug this huge deficit.

Although it started off on a wrong
note in 1998, the Government is now
handing over to its successor a new
relationship with Beijing and a sen-
sible framework for long-term coop-
eration. That must go down as one of
the most important achievements of
the NDA Government, for the inci-
pient Sino-Indian entente has the po-
tential to radically alter India’s
security environment and restructure
the geopolitics of Asia.



“India-China trade
crosses $7 billion

NEW DELHI, Feb 20.— Bilateral trade between Asian
giants, China and India, crossed the $7-billion mark in the
first nine months of the current financial year, making the
projected target of $10 billion set by leaders of both coun-
tries, appear within easy reach, officials indicated.

Despite witnessing an increase of 59 per cent in 2002-03,
and bilateral trade topping $7 billion, the India-China Joint
Study Group will hold its first meeting in March to chalk out
a roadmap for further and swifter growth in trade and
investment. “Trade in 2002-03 increased by 59 per cent and
during the current financial year, reportedly, bilateral trade
has already crossed the $7-billion mark,” the special secre-
tary in the ministry of commerce, Mr S N Menon, said.

He was speaking at the first Indo-China Industry and
Commerce Leaders’ meeting, organised by the Federation
of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry today.

According to Mr Menon, given the “distinct business
complementarities” the two nations shared, the target of
$10 billion in bilateral trade by 2005, set by the Prime
Minister, Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee, and the Chinese
Premier, Mr Wen Jiabao, appeared a rather modest goal.

“Our Prime Ministers have signed many agreements dur-
ing June 2003 at Beijing, each designed on relevant aspects
of cooperation and for taking things forward. This Joint
Study Group has since been constituted and its first meét-
ing is likely to be held sometime in March 2004,” Mr
Menon, said.

THE STATESMAN 7 1 FEB 200



(Y

China claims
s -progress in
border talks

BEIJING, Jan. 16. — Pro-
gress has been made at the
latest round of India-Chi-
na boundary talks and the
level of mutual trust be- ;
tween the two Asian giants
has increased to give a sol-
id foundation for bilateral
ties, a senior Chinese offi-
cial said today.

“China-India relations
are developing very well.
Especially, we have im-
proved our mutual trust,
which is important for bi-
lateral relations,” Chinese
vice-foreign minister Mr
Wang Yi said.

“Without mutual trust
we cannot take our bilater-
al relations forward. This
is the most important de-
velopment,” said Mr
Wang, who was the chief
guest at the Republic Day
reception hosted by the
Indian ambassador to Chi-
na, Mr Nalin Surie, here.

The Indian embassy
hosted the reception 10
days in advance of the Re-
public Day as Chinese
people will be on a week-
long holiday to celebrate
the lunar new year which
falls on 22 January.

Secondly, Mr Wang no-
ted that the bilateral eco-
nomic cooperation be-
tween China and India is
developing rapidly.

According to official es-
timates, India-China trade
in 2003 was expected to hit
an all-time high of nearly

$7 billion. 5

On the border issue he
said, “We have made pro-
gress. Gradually, we are
building a very strong
foundation for the future
of our bilateral ties.” Mr
Wang, who himself has led
several rounds of India-
China boundary negotia-
tions in the past, however,
didn’t go into the details of
the talks, which were held
in-camera as per an under-
standing reached between
New Delhi and Beijing.

National security advis-
er Mr Brajesh Mishra and
executive  vice-foreign

‘minister Mr Dai Bingguo

held the second round of
boundary tatks here on 12-
13 January which have
been described officially
as posmve and construc-
tive.”

Mr Wang is the senior-
most Chinese official to
comment on the latest
round of talks between Mr
Mishra and Mr Dai, the
two special representa-
tives of the two govern-
ments tasked with resolv-
ing the vexed boundary
issue.

Yesterday, Chinese for-
eign ministry spokesman
Mr Kong Quan, comment-
ing on the Mishra-Dai
meeting, noted that the
border issues between the
two countries have existed
for a long time and China
hopes they can be resolved
in the spirit of “mutual ad-
justment, understandmg
and concession.”
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India, China explore border issue

Secrecy shrouds second round of top-level consulte\m |

Prgss Trust of India
Beijing Jonuary 12

INDIA AND China on Monday
h_eld high-level talks aimed at
finding an early solution to
thesir protracted boundary dis-
pute which could lead to a qual-
itatively new relationship be-
tw-een the two Asian giants.

The second round of two-day
high-level negotiations between
N ational Security Adviser Bra-
jesh Mishra and Chinese Execu-
tive Vice Foreign Minister Dal
Bingguo which began on Mon-
Aay were held at the tightly-
cruarded Diaoyutai State guest-
Youse, official sources said
without divulging the details of
the talks,

According to an understand-
ing reached between Beijing
and New Delhi, the details of
the deliberations between
Mishra and Dai, both special
representatives of the two gov-
ernments, would be kept secret.

Indian Ambassador to China,
Nalin Surie also participated in
the negotiations, which re-
mained inconclusive.

Ahead of the meeting, the
Chinese Foreign Ministry had
eq{pressed hope that the two
sides could “positively explore”
the framework of resolving the
boundary issue at the second
round of talks.

Both Mishra and Dai were
nominated as “special represen-
tatives” by Prime Minister Atal

e
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National Security Adviser Brajesh Mishra leaves for the second round of
india-China boundary talks in Beijing on Monday.

Bihari Vajpayee and his Chi-
nese counterpart, Wen Jiabao,
respectively, during Prime Min-
ister Vajpayee’s historic visit to
China in June last year.

The decision to appoint spe-
cial representatives to examine
the political dimensions of the

porder dispute was one of the
major achievements of Vajpay-
ee’s visit to China.

Mishra is accompanied by
senior officials from the Min-
istry of External Affairs as well
as officials from the Prime Min-
ister’s office.
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On Tuesday Mighra is expect-
ed to call on Chinese leaders
and further discuss the out-
come of his negotiations with
Dai. Mishra is also expected to
prief the Chinese leaders on the
latest situation on the India-
Pakistan front after Prime Min-
ister Vajpayee's successful mee-
tngs with Pakistani leaders on
the sidelines of the Saarc sum-
wit in Islamabad.

china has already welcomed
the peace initiatives taken re-
certly by both New Delhi and
Islanabad.

Meranwhile, analysts say that

_an eealy resolution to the Sino-

Indim boundary dispute will
help oth New Delhi and Bei-
jing te fully normalise their re-
lation; since the vexed border
issue Yas hindered bilateral ties
from Hooming to its fullest po-
tential i .

The %irst round of talks be-
tween Mishra and Dai was held
in New Delhi on October 23-24
which has been described by
both sides as “constructive”.

India says China is illegally
occupying 43,180 sq kms of
Jammu and Kashmir including
5,180 sq km illegally ceded to
Beijing by Pakistan under the
Sino-Pakistan boundary agree-
ment in 1963.

On the other hand, China ac-
cusesIndia of possessing some
90,0008q km of Chinese territo-
ry, ircluding the whole of
Arunghal Pradesh.

UK bank union to
enrol Indian staff -
with a vengeance

Vijay Dutt
London, January 12

IF YOU cannot beat them, join
them. The banking union Unifi
is set to follow this with a venge-
ance. Most bank employees’ uni-
ons had, so far, been expressing
their anger at outsoureing to In-
dia by major banks like HSBC,
Lloyds TSB and Barclays.

They all said moves to. shift
call centres to India was moti-
vated by greed. But no amount of
protests helped. Even the minis-
ters said that outsourcing to cou-
niries like India would be good
for the ‘British economy as it
would give competitive edge 1o
the companies here.

So now Unifi that represents
158,000 workers in the UK, has
decided to change its policy.

Unifi has, for this purpose,
joined forces with Union Net-
work International (UNT), a glob-
al trades union congress, to offer
representation to over 50,000 em-
ployees in India. UNI has follo-
wed it up by holding meetings in
Bangalore and Hyderabad. It is
publicising the services provid-
ed unions and officials.

The staff at Indian call centres
receive on an average only 10 per
cent of the salary paid to the
staff at call centres in Brifain.
But unions here believe that
even that low salary is high in In-
dia in comparison to what others
earn in the country,

The agent who helps in the
membership drive would earn
about £1375 (Rs 110,000) a year.




T oige-foA

7)%& nw%/ﬁg

’R@Wﬁﬂlﬂ*m

wﬂw«t@ﬁ@eﬂaﬂaﬁmm
WE ORI »ire TBTS BiXrE
BiaT W W 4ra vt S Ang
fam ot wefiieE @R
8 werr Tw ot e
e yoree R afefify wen
RNGITEANT SIANA 43 (F5FE
VR O7Y ERETA IR TR
TR wEred st efefafy
weER gy fwoves ety faaerat
Eoirret grem fr 1 wsiifiiee fof
e A o afefdele
BigH Faw b wig a e
7 AH @ fRea et e dew
it By e wow e
T @ T R
TiEe-om g e FTeR

efsfifiom aew wet t95% T e
TR 20 ¢ 8 WI| 9% QIS
sevErE WA ferales o)
IHS, SO Tgd G SBAEEA
FEeedt fon woem weww owaR
g Tt i oo affi
W& NGR YIAA 9F TS T SiFe- |
o= womh — P

ANADABAZAR PATRKA p
T AN 2004



