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A statesman
steps down

Vir Sanghv1 % M Ci X\C/

New Delhi, May 13

I'T’S NOT the exit he expected. And it’s certainly
not the exit he deserved. But regardless of the

whv-«eircumstances of the BJP’s shock defeat on

T - Thursday, history will remember Atal Bihari Va-
jpayee as one of India’s finest prime ministers.

Vajpayee has many achievements to his cred-
it. He is the first non-Congress prime minister
whose government did not fall before the end of
his term. He is the man who made the BJP elec-
table. And he is the first prime minister who
showed that coalition politics could not only
work in India but were also probably the only
means of ensuring stability.

At a policy level, he exhibited both guts and.
imagination. The two initiatives with which he
is associated — the economic reforms and the
normalisation of relations with Pakistan — are
both policies that were imposed on the bulk of
the reactionary Sangh Parivar because of the
sheer force of Mr Vajpayee’s own personality.

Mr Vajpayee took a reforms process that was
in a state of disrepair and relaunched it with a
determined earnestness. It was during his
tenure that India became a global software su-
perpower. And it was Mr Vajpayee’s courage
and support for Arun Shourie that powered the
privatisation programme.

Unlike many prime ministers before him, Mr
Vajpayee had no court of sycophants and cham-
chas; he preferred to work alone, Even within
the cabinet, there were few ministers who
could be regarded as Vajpayee-loyalists; the
prime minister did not believe in camps.

Though his personal popularity has been at
an all-time high — he remains India’s most
popular politician, regardless of the fate his
party has suffered — Mr Vajpayee resisted the
growth of a personality cult, rarely gave inter-
views and remained a largely silent, discreet
figure who was unwilling to offer any opinions
on non-policy issues.

In the late 1980s, when L.K. Advani led the
BJP into the Hindutva camp, Mr Vajpayee point-
edly distanced himself from such programmes
as Ayodhya and was consequently ignored by
his own party. When the BJP rediscovered him
in the mid-1990s, it did so because it thought it
could build a moderate coalition around him.

Though Mr Vajpayee rose to the tap job after
most people had written him off, he was never
comfortable with the Sangh Parivar or the Hin-
dutva agenda. Even so, as prime minister, he was
forced to pay lip service to Hindutva, sometimes
with damaging consequences. When the history
of his government is written, his many achieve-
‘ments will be set against one notable failure: the
Gujarat riots and his unwillingness to punish
those responsible, or even to restrain a chief
minister who fought one of the most shamefully
communal campaigns in Indian history.

Nevertheless, he should step down a happy
man. He has achieved much of what he set out
to do and even in defeat, he can say that he has
been proven right — he never thought the BJP
would win an early election.
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BEED (MAHARASHTRA), MARCH 20.
The Prime Minister, Atal Bihar
Vajpayee, today unveiled a
blueprint of the developmental
works that would be taken up if
the National Democratic Alli-
ance is voted back to power.
Interlinking of rivers, ushering
in a second ‘‘green revolution”
and employment generation
programme would be on top of
the new government’s agenda,
he said.

Referring to drought in many
' parts of the country, he said a
scheme should be in place so
that even if there was inade-
quate rainfail then there should
not. be water scarcity.

Mr. Vajpayee, who was ad-
dressing an election rally, said
the ambitious programme of
interlinking of rivers would be
implemented if the NDA forms
government.  Similarly, he
would implement a compre-
hensive plan to deal with un-
employment. It would also
double agriculture production
and usher in a second ‘‘green
revolution.”

The Congress had “neglect-
=d” issues such as drinking wa-
er, electricity, health,
aducation and roads in its four-
decade rule. The NDA Govern-
ment would lay emphasis on
solving these issues. The Con-

e e Valpayee prom|ses wo ¥
second green revolutiol

gress was also responsible for
the disparity in development of
various States and the NDA’s

Why he changed
his mind

MUMBAI, MARCH 20. The
Prime Minister, Atal Biha-
ri Vajpayee, today said he
did not want to contest the
coming elections and only
the fear of the country
sliding into  anarchy
prompted him to do so.

“I did not want to con-
test elections this time,
but if I had shied away
from my responsibility
then the country may have
headed towards anarchy,”
Mr. Vajpayee said here
while launching the par-
ty’s campaign for the Lok
Sabha polls.

The Prime Minister said
that if he had failed to
shoulder his responsibility
then the country would
have gone into the hands
of inept people, resulting
in the hampering of the
country’s development.
“That is why I changed my
decision and decided to

. contest.” — PTI

|5

priority would be balanced
development.

Women’s Bill

Mr. Vajpayee blamed the
Congress for “stalling” th-
Women's Reservation Bill ar
said the BJP and its allies, aftes
getting a decisive mandate,
would pass the legislation.

“We were prepared for all
kinds of agreements to get the
Bill passed, but the Congress
foiled our attempts.”

“Even some other political
parties were of the view that 33
per cent of reservation shouid
be brought down, the BJP was
even prepared for this as we
wanted to make a beginning,”
Mr. Vajpayee said.

The Congress wanted to top-
ple the NDA Government by
“creating a wedge between our
allies, but unitedly we foiled all
its attempts.”

Referring to the Shiv Sena-
BJP’s alliance in Maharashtra,
Mr. Vajpayee said the Congress
criticised “our tie-up” but now
it wanted to shake hands with
others. But even if both the
Congress came together in
Maharashtra, the saffron com-
bine would defeat them, he
said. — PTI
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~“SONIA’S PARTY CAN'T EXIST WIT

'POWER’

Atal’s farmer-death
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CHANDIGARH, March 18.
— Launching a counter-attack
on the Congress, the Prime
Minister today said farmers
were dying in states ruled by
the party.

Kicking off his poll campaign
by addressing a ;.'ly at Patialz,
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee listed
the initiatives taken by his gov-
ernment to boost the agricul-
ture sector — such as issuing
kisan credit cards, launching
kisan bima yojana and hiking
support prices of foodgrain.

Mr Vajpayee said: “They
(Congress) say farmers are
dying. But the deaths are tak-
ing place in only Congress-
ruled states. The Centre has
sufficient foodgrain, but the
states don’t take any initiative
to lift them. Distribution of
grains is the responsibility of
state governments.”

While promising a second

Mr Vajpayee addresses the
Patiala rally. — PTI

green revolution, the Prime
Minister lashed out at the
Congress government in Punjab
for not taking any advantage of
the Centre’s package to bail out
sugarcane farmers. “We had
prepared a package for the sug-
arcane farmers of Punjab, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar and Uttaran-
chal. Till today the Punjab gov-
ernment has not collected its
due of Rs 30 crore,” he said
while dismissing allegations that
that the Centre is not providing
funds to the states.

Asserting that the Centre

A\

ngress

and states have to work in tan-
dem, Mr Vajpayee said his gov-
ernment wanted to bring about
the second green revolution,
Over the last five years, the
government had increased the
support prices of 25 crops —
including wheat, rice and sug-
arcane — by 15-40 per cent.

In response to the Congress’
charge that the NDA was
destroying the country, the
Prime Minister accused the for-
mer of undermining India’s
prestige by making a “narrow
and selfish” pursuit of power.
“The Congress can’t exist with-
out power just as fish can’t exist
without water,” he said.

Mr Vajpayee sought another
chance for the NDA, promising
the people that they would have
no reason to complain there-
after. “If you give us a chance to
work again we will not give you
reasons to complain.”

Poll reports on page 4

When PM gets called...

NEW DELHI, March 18. — it was
fine when the Prime Minister
called. The problem started when
the people started calling back.
The people — one of them logged
in 137 requests — wanted the
Prime Minister to call again.

The BJP's idea had clicked. Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee ‘makes’ any-
where between 3.5 and 4 lakh
calls across the country daily and
had people listening to him in rapt

attention. But there was a problem.
If those manning the call centres
spent time listening to people mak-
ing requests, the sophisticated
computers would hardly have time
for the Prime Minister to have his
say. And to ask the people to vote
the NDA for development.

“It was then that we decided we
had to do something,” said a mem-
per of the team that conceived and
implemented the project. The first

THE STATESMAN 794, .

thing the BJP did was to ask the
telecom operators to biock the
telephone numbers from being
transmitted to the ‘calied party’.
Instead, the person who receives
the call would get “Private Number”
on his mobile phone. Then, they
tied up with major mobile operators
who would entertain pleas for the
PM phone call at their interactive
voice recording system if the sub-
scriber dials 303. ~ Aloke Tlkku



/ ‘RSS rallies behind ~/
¥ ‘v Atal feel-good blitz"

SUDHANSHU MISHRA

Jaipur, March 12: The Rashtri-
ya Swayamsevak Sangh today
stamped its approval on the Atal
Bihari Vajpayee government’s
feel-good blitz, virtually turning
its annual meet here into an elec-
tion campaign for the BJE.

“India’s status has continued
to grow in the international are-
na this year also. Economic indi-
cators project progress on the
economic front.

“Pakistan was compelled to
speak the language of dialogue.
Bharat is emerging as a strong
leader of the southeast Asian
countries as well as underdevel-
oped third world countries.

“In the economic, political
and even sports field, a new enth-
usiasm imbued with a will for vi-
ctory is found all over the cou-
ntry,” the RSS said on the open-
ing day of its three-day general
council meeting here, The meet-
ing was expected to decide on the
support to be lent to the BJP be-
fore the elections.

For once, the RSS also had a
good word about the minority
community, commending the Isl-
amic clergy in Decband for advi-
sing “their co-religionists to ban-

ish cow slaughter during Id-ul-
Zoha”. Two obscure outfits, the
Mai Hindustan and the
Bharatiya Muslim Parishad,
were picked for praise.

Presenting his annual
report, RSS general secretary
Mohanrao Bhagwat made it
clear that the Sangh was not un-
happy with the government on
the Ayodhya issue.

“The Prime Minister and his
deputy themselves have taken
the initiative to identify, isolate
and marginalise the anti-Hindu
schemers and evil-minded forc-
es, and publicly declared their
commitment to build a massive
Ram Mandir by creating a cond-
ucive atmosphere in the coun-
tl‘y.”

Such strong support on eco-
nomic reforms and Ayodhya is a
signal to Sangh parivar outfits
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad and
the Swadeshi Jagran Manch,
which are less than happy with
the BJP, to turn down the heat on
poll-eve.

The RSS, however, did not
forget to warn the government
against “complacency”. “It is
also important to ensure that the
benefits reach the last man of
the country,” Bhagwat added.

/
J ”4/9 My

About 1,300 RSS functionar-
ies are participating in the meet
that praised the Deoband clergy
and two little-known minority
outfits for “creating an atmos-
phere of goodwill and positive
signals”. “Conferences organ-
ised at 54 places successfully by
organisations like Mai Hindus-
tan and Bharatiya Muslim
Parishad with the objective of
mobilising nationalist opinion
among Muslims and creating an
atmosphere of goodwill have
sent positive signals in the coun-
try” Bhagwat said.

But he claimed that this was
the result of “rising awareness
in Hindu society”. “While the so-
called minorities are exhibiting
examples of wisdom like this
now and then due to the rising
awareness in the Hindu society;,
certain political parties, which
are after the votebanks of these
sections, are hell bent on creat-
ing hurdles in the way of the
constitutional ban on cow
slaughter,” the RSS said.

Bhagwat said these parties
should be made to meet the same
fate that the “minority-appeas-
ing and Hindu-bashing parties
met in Rajasthan, Madhya Pra-
desh and Chhattisgarh”,

|



E.C. orders removal

of ‘India

Shining’

o ~hoardings
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By J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI, MARCH 9. The Election
Commission today ordered the
immediate removal of ‘India
Shining’ and other state-
sponsored propaganda
advertisements and huge
hoardings in several places
across the country.

The Deputy Election
Commissioner, A.N. Jha, sajd
the Commission had sent
general instructions to the
Centre and the States that “all
hoardings and advertisements
which are still on display at the
cost of the public exchequer
should be removed as soon as
possible and compliance
reports sent to the
Commission.” The display of
such advertisements was
violative of the model code of
conduct. Since the issue of
new advertisements was
prohibited under the code,
even continued display of such
material violated it.

Asked whether any deadline
had been set for the removal of
the advertisements, he said the
Governments had been asked
to comply with the instructions
immediately. “It could be 24
hours, 48 hours or any other
reasonable time.” Though the
Commission was not aware of
the exact number of such
hoardings, their number would
be “sizeable.”

Mr. Jha said the Commission
had ordered the transfer of
seven Deputy Commissioners
— six in Jammu and Kashmir
and one-in Karnataka — and
the Jammu Senior
Superintendent of Police on
the basis of complaints and
their past record. The removed
Deputy Commissioners are in
Karnataka’s Chamaraj Nagar
and Jammu and Kashmir’s
Doda, Rajouri, Kathua,

~

A

Srinagar, Kupwara“and
Anantnag districts. The order
comes in the wake of the
Election Commissioners’ visit
to the two States to review the
poll preparations.

On whether the Deputy
Prime Minister, L. K. Advani,
had violated the code while
addressing a Central Industrial
Security Force parade on
Monday, Mr. Jha said the
Commission was collecting
facts.

He refused to comment on
the reported allegation by the
major Opposition parties in
Tamil Nadu that the AIADMK
had violated the code by
describing in its election
manifesto the Congress
president, Sonia Gandhi, as a
“foreigner.” The Commission
would, however, look into
complaints about new roads
being laid in places where the
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister,
Jayalalithaa, was visiting for
the poll campaign, provided
there was a specific complaint.

The Commission had issued
notice to the Telugu Desam
Party regarding two
constituencies, including
Adilabad, on the alleged
violation of the code, Mr. Jha
said.

The information provided by
candidates on their criminal
antecedents, educational
qualifications and assets would
be put up on the
Commission’s websites, along
with their nominations in the
language used by each
contestant.

The Commission will make
extensive use of information
technology for conducting the
polls and declaring results. Its
headquarters here will receive
all the results instantly upon
their declaration in each
constituency.
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| HC asks govt
for dgtai[g of
expenses on
India Shining

New Deﬁxi:

Delhi high court saidjthat it is
the citizen’s right fo know
about the dues which the rep-
resentatives in Parliament owe
to various agencies, its Chief
Justice B C Patel and Justice B
D Ahmed on Wednesday asked
the Centre to furnish details
about the expenditure on the
“India Shining” campaign.

The court also wanted to
know the guidelines under
which the expenditure was
incurred. The judges were
hearing two public interest
litigations (PILs) challenging
the government’s India Shin-
ing advertisement campaign.

While declining to issue a
notice to the government, the
court said they “first wanted
to get the figures from them
(the Centre)”. The court took
notice of the fact that the
Election Commission has al-
ready banned the India Shin-
ing campaign and adjourned
the matter to March 10.

One of the PILs was filed by
an NGO, Unemployed Youth
Unity Movement, on Febru-
ary 25. The NGQ’s advocate
Siddharth Mridul urged the
court to ask the Centre to sub-
mit a “full and proper” state-
ment of accounts spent on the
campaign. The other PIL was
moved by Chanchal Thakur
who appeared personally
Both claimed that the ruling
party was using the advertise-

_ment campaign to project its
image ahead of elections.

During the arguments, ad-
vocate for the government,
Sanjay Jain, asserted that a
democratically elected govern-
ment had every right to in-
form the people about its poli-
cies, programmes and achieve-
ments. It has been a common
practice in the country, he
said, and many governments
in the past had done it and
“this is followed even in the
United States and Britain”.

Meanwhile, Union law min-
ister Arun Jaitley said the
funds for the India Shining
campaign were sanctioned in
the 2003-04 budget and the fig-
ure of Rs 700 crore being cited
by the critics of the campaign
was “exaggerated”.
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PM’s

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Feb. 9: Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee today defended his govern-
ment’s pre-poll advertising
splurge, dismissing criticism
from the new chief election
commissioner.

“That government money is
being misused is wrong. It is
part of the government’s duty
that it should put its achieve-
ments before the people. The
final decision is with the peo-
ple,” he said.

Yesterday, T.S. Krishnamur-
thy, after taking over as chief
election commissioner, had
expressed his personal opinion
that “taxpayers’ money should
not be used for -electoral
advantages”.

Vajpayee said: “Once it (the
code of conduct) comes into op-
eration it will be strictly imple-
mented in letter and spirit.”

Krishnamurthy had spoken
of upholding “the spirit of the
code of conduct” while admit-
ting that the Election Commis-

THE TELEGRAPH
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ﬁl code of conduct
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sion was powerless to stop a
campaign like the one the gov-
ernment is now running be-
cause election dates have not
been announced.

The code of conduct takes
hold once that is done and the
government is taking advantage
of the interregnum.

“His (Krishnamurthy’s)
statement is correct from his
point of view and what we are
doing is correct from our point of
view,” Vajpayee added.

“But it is wrong to say... tax-
payers’ money is being misused.
This (ad campaign) is a part of

No. of shallow tubewells

2,25,000

No. of 100-bed hospital wards m

17,375

the government’s responsibili-
ty,” he said.

“Ours is a democratic party
and we believe in democratic tra-
ditions. Every government in
the past had resorted to ad cam-
paigns to highlight its achieve-
ments...”

Shortly after the Prime Min-
ister’s comments, Krishna-
murthy paid him a courtesy call.

The BJP supported the gov-
ernment, though guardedly.
After adding appropriate riders
like “we respect the Election
Commission and the model code
of conduct”, spokesman

Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi said: “But
the Centre is directly connected
to the lives of ordinary people.
The ads give information on the
development projects the gov-
ernment has undertaken, There
is nothing wrong... because it is
connected to the lives of farm-
ers, labourers, teachers and stu-
dents....”

The ad being most spoken
about in the BJP headquarters
had little to do with the
government’s “achievements”.
Playing on TV and
FM radio, the ad shows the
Prime Minister saying lines
from his own poem.

“Kabhi swapn dekha ta/ jo
aaj har dhadkan main hai,/ ek
naya Bharat ka man mein hai
irada (I once dreamt a dream,
that dream is beating in every
heart today, the intention to
make a new India is in every
mind),” Vajpayee says.

The 40-second spot, which
has the Tricolour fluttering in
the background, shows bright-
eyed children and cheery work-
ers looking on as Vajpayee
speaks.

10 FEB 20/)4



Promises to Keep

Wjaswant hands out pre-poll \
/ % & I0Us across the board )

' A
is expected, the FM’s interim budget was an e}ér ise
in good pre-poll politics, although many of his patty
colleagues might feel that he has not gone far
enough. Whether his budgetary promises will prove
equally efficacious economically remains to be seen.
Constitutional proprieties may have restrained Jaswant
from making any concessions on the direct tax
front. But short of that, he did everything he could to
promote the feel-good factor purportedly permeating
the country. Where he could, he delivered; where he
couldn’t, he did the next best, by handing out 10Us:
Vote us in, and we'll fulfil our promises to you. A
significant part of the FM's speech was devoted to a
so-far neglected farm sector, where he promised a
“second green revolution”. The accent was on providing
cheaper and easier credit. The chosen instrumentality:
public sector banks, which have been asked to provide
below-PLR level loans for crops, rural infrastructure
and agro-processing industries such as sugar and tea.
Whether such micro-management will lead to greater
rural prosperity or worse balance sheets for the banks
is a question that will remain unanswered until after
the polls. Another political coup — the delight of the
treasury benches — was the merging of 50 per cent of
the DA with the basic salaries of government servants,
a 4.2 million strong votebank. While the FM quoted the
fifth pay commission in justification, the largesse will
likely cause long-term fiscal heartburn to cash-starved
state governments. The private sector salariat has
been wooed by a promised relook at standard deduction,
the individual exemption limit and the tax structure
in the full budget to follow.

So where’s the money going to come from? In
response, the FM produced, like a rabbit out of a hat,
what was easily the central showpiece of his budget.
A magically low fiscal deficit figure of 4.8 per cent of
GDP. In the applause that followed it could of course be
overlooked that the pesky fisc had been reined in
not so much by curbing non-productive expenditure as
by a shatp rise in receipts: A buoyancy in tax collections,
an increase in dividend income from PSUs, and a
steep rise of over Rs 5,000 crore in non-tax revenues. A
higher-than-expected growth rate also helped reduce the
deficit ratio. The worrying sign, though, is the huge
projected cutback in capital expenditure — the more
productive part of government spending — for the next
fiscal. But the FM does deserve brownie points for
several of his proposals. The decision to give tax exemption
to ‘ancillary’ outsourcing operations of MNCs. This will
help offset at least part of the anti-BPO hysteria that is
currently sweeping political America. Then there is the
reduction of 50 per cent duty on all business transactions
requiring the nse of Central government stamp paper,
and the extension of the exemption on long-term capital
gains for a period of three years. The first will bring
down the cost of many economic transactions; the
second will hopefully lure more retail investors to the
bourses. All in all, the FM’s proposals are based on the
three P’s which win elections — promises, promises
and yet more promises. Performance? We'll see about
that when we return after the polls.

— p
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Interim budget: Another sop story

Detence gets

Press Trust of India ‘vn
New Delhi, February 3 Q%‘
SIGNALING THAT the tem-
po of upgrading the armed
forces will continue, the
Union government on Tues-
day announced setting up of

a non-lapsable defence mod-
ernisation fund of Rs 25,000
crore.

"Adequate and commit-
ted availability of funds for
defence modernisation and
weapons system acquisi-
tion needs a satisfactory
resolution,” finance minis-
ter Jaswant Singh said, an-
nouncing the fund would be
revolving one for a period of
three years and would be
made available from April.

In the proposals an-
nounced for 2004-05 in the
interim budget in Lok Sab-
ha, the government hiked
the defence budget by Rs
6,300 crore to a whopping Rs
66,600 crore, a raise of al-
most 9.45 pre cent against
last year's revised estimates
of Rs 60,300 crore. But even
with the massive hike of
over Rs 6,300 crore, India's
defence spending will still
be 2.12 per of its GDP, far
less than China which hasa
staggering defence spend-
ing of 6 per cent of the GDP
and Pakistan 4 per cent.
For the four months of
April, May, June and July,
the defence ministry is ask-
ing for Rs 6048.10 crore.

The setting up of non-
lapsable modernisation
fund, a demand by the de-
fence ministry for the last
two years, indicated that
government planned to go
through with major acqui-
sitions, defence experts
said.

Awaiting the nod of the
cabinet committee on secu-
rity are major deals includ-
ing one to acquire six 1,500
tonne displacement French
Scorpene class submarines
costing US$1.6 billion.

THE HIDUSTAN T'MES

S

SUNIL SAXENA/HT

PAPER COPS: Security personnel guard bags containing interim budget papers in New Delhi on Tuesday.

Jaswant serves BJP poll agenda

Shekhaf Iyer
New Delhi, February 3

THE BJP’S election agenda stands
largely served by Jaswant Singh'’s an-
nouncements. The party wanted the
government to attract rural and mid-
dle-class voters with mild giveaways
in an interim Budget, while holding
out the carrot of more to come if it
wins the early elections.

Singh carried out the party’s man-
date in its entirety On the ticklish iss-
ue of merger of basic pay and dear-
ness allowance, he was reluctant.

Singh understood the BJP’s desire
for a mild dose of populism, but didn’t
want to upset the apple-cart of the

Centre’s delicate finances. The rea-
son: several CMs had asked Vajpayee
not to do it before the polls because
they were not in a position to do the
same for their employees who would
go on the warpath. But, in the behind-
the-scenes drama, BJP leaders — led
by party chief Venkaiah Naidu and
parliamentary party chief whip VK.
Malhotra — undertook a last-minute
mission to the PM, away throughout
the day in the South on Monday.
Malhotra, who has a sizeable num-
ber of government servants in his
South Delhi constituency, sent an SOS
letter to Vajpayee. Venkaiah told Vaj-
payee the BJP had to do something to
save its skin from incurring the wrath

‘wp £EB 20

of employees not only of the Centre,
but also of PSUs countrywide.
Venkaiah and Mathotra conveyed
to the PM that, since the government
could do little to raise the I-T exemp-
tion limits in a vote-on-account, it had
to quickly decide on the merger issue.
Vajpayee wasted no time in convey-
ing his decision to Singh, whose office
managed to incorporate it in the Bud-
get papers in time before they were
sent for the President’s mandatory
sanction. Singh was asked by the BJP
at its Hyderabad conclave on Jan. 11-
12 that he had to pledge to revamp the

- I'T structure, with a rider that they

were dependent on the BJP and allies
winning the coming polls.

Rs 25,000 cr for upgrade ® Major deals await Capinet nod

‘Populist steps
to raise deficit’

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, February 3

THE OPPOSITION on Tues-
day called the interim budg-
et a “poll gimmick” and criti-
cised the government for
“doling out lollypops” to woo
voters before the polls.

The Opposition was ap-
prehensive that the number
of populist measures anno-
unced in the vote-on-accou-
nt would increase the deficit
in the next budget.

They also criticised the
NDA for leaving out the po-
or. “The budget... doesn’t co-
ntain anything for the poor.
There is nothing for farmers
and the unemployed. It was
also disappointing as people
expected a rise in the IT ex-
emption limit,” Congress
spokesman 8. Jaipal Reddy
said, His colleague Shivraj
Patil said: “this is a budget
for the election and not for
the people.”

RJD’s Laloo Prasad Yadav
said the NDA coalition was
panicky that it might not re-
turn to power and had draft-
ed the budget keeping the
elections in mind. “That is
why it is doling out lollypops
to woo voters,” he said.

BSP leader Rashid Alvi
said the budget would only
mislead voters.

The Opposition also rai-
sed procedural objections in
the LS on Monday, and acc-
used the government of vio-
lating the Constitution and
parliamentary rules over
the presentation of the "in-
terim budget."

The Centre was found wa-
nting in giving a cogent rep-
1y to issues raised by the Op-
position, which held up the
presentation of the budget.
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'NO HIKE IN FARES, FREIGHT 17 NEW TRAINS PLANNED

et ny e

Feel-good on

the track

Statesman News Service ‘
w

NEW DELHI, Jan. 30. — With Lok [}

Sabha elections round the corner
and the feel-good factor firmly in
place, Mr Nitish Kumar expectedly
did not propose any hike in passen-
ger fares and freight rates while pre-
senting the ‘interim’ Railway Budget
for 2004-2005 in both Houses of !
- Parliament.
Mr Kumar also announced 17
new superfast trains connecting
state capitals and important cities of
different states to New Delhi,

pledged more connectivity by pro- §

posing new rail links to remote
areas and promised more passenger |
friendly ticket reservation and can-
cellation services.

The papers laid on the two Hous- .
es of Parliament read “Introducing ;
the Railway Budget for 2004-2005”
which prompted Mr PR Das Munshi
of the Congress to wonder if the
minister had a mandate for another
five years. Mr Kumar quipped,” Do-
n’t worry, we will be voted back to
power again”.

In the Lok Sabha, the presenta-
tion of the Rail Budget was delayed
by 20 minutes because of an
Opposition uproar over various
issues. In the Rajya Sabha, a copy of
the Budget was presented at 2.50
p.m. as the House first disposed of
several other matters. -

Playing the ‘national card’, Mr
Kumar did not introduce any new
trains or schemes for his home state,
Bihar.

Mr Kumar sought approval for the
vote-on-account for the new financial
year 2004 - 2005 by presenting the rev-
enue expenditure estimates before the
two Houses of Parhament for April -
July 2004.

Running at the speed of Rajdhani
Express or faster on some routes, the
Sampark Kranti Expresses connecting
17 state capitals to New Delhi would
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™ No increase in passenger angﬂgglght fares.

® Execution and completion of pitijetts sanctioned on
socio-economic considerations;
backward areas to be speedad in the next five years.

vdnnecting remote and

W New series of fast trains named as Sampark Kranti
Express to be introduced to tonnect states to New
Dethi. Seventeen other Sampark Kranti Express trains
will cover other states. .

¥ Railway Protection Force gearing up to take over the
additional responsibility of escorting trains and security
of passengers with effect from 1 July 2004.

™ Technology Mission on Rallway safety — 14
' projects approved as a joint effort between ministry
’ of railways, ministry of HRD and industries.

¢ M Special Rail Safety Fund outlay enhanced from
8 Rs 2,311 crore to'Rs 2,351 crore.

% M Unreserved ticketing syste’m to be extended.

i A pilot project of e-tnckettngto be started on
select Shatabdi Express trains.

¥ Train reservations through mobtle telephones to
be introduced.

® Regular incentive scheme announced for frequent
Rajdhani, Shatabdi and Jan Shatabdi travellers.

™ information about delayed departure of Rajdhani,
Shatabdi and Jan _Shatabdx trains to be made available

have all the amenities of the Rajdhani
except that the trains would not be
fully air-conditioned. It would have
ordinary sleeper class coaches in addi-
tion to air-conditioned ones so that

ordinary passengers can afford to.

travel fast without paying too much.
These trains will have regular stops

“only in their originating states. Once

they cross the state boundaries they
will run non-stop, except for a few
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technical stops for changing drivers,
till Dethi. .

The first in the series of new trains
will be introduced between New Delhi
and Bangalore — Karnataka Sampark
Kranti Express — on 8 February. It is
expected to cover the distance in 32

hours against the 36 hours running’

time of the Bangalore Rajdhani.
For West Bengal, the new super fast
train would originate from Sealdah -

 falling under the Parliamentary con-
stituency of Miss Mamata Banerjee, a
strong critic of Mr Nitish Kumar.

. Other centres to have the super fast
trains are Ranchi, Guwahati, Secun-
derabad, Samastipur, Durg, Ahme-
dabad, ' Trivandrum, Mumbai (Ban-
dra), Jabalpur, Bhubaneswar Jodh-
pur, Madurai, Chitrakoot, Kathgod-
am, Goa and Udhampur (to cater to
the people of J&K, Himachal. Pra-
desh, Punjab and Haryana).

The. minister also proposed to
spend some Rs 43,000 crore for
construction of new lines and gauge
conversion to provide rail links to
remote areas of the country termed
the ‘remote atea rail sampark yoj-
na’. Mr Kumar said that with a Rs
20,000 crore additional outlay it will
‘provide employment to about three
lakh persons during the construc-
tion period’ and 18000 crore jobs
per year once the projects are com-

_ pleted. The minister said ticket
booking can be done through Inter-
net and mobile phones and an-
nounced a special discount scheme
for ‘frequent travellers’ on Rajdha-
nis, Shatabdis and Jdn Shatabdis.

The overall performance of the
railways was claimed to be good as
the current financial year ending

- March 2004 will see a surplus of Rs.
880 crore which is Rs. 200 crore
higher than the budget estimates for

;. the current financial year.

On safety, Mr Kumar said a long-
term corporate safety plan 2003 -
2013 has been formulated and extra

measures are being taken to ensure
safety on rails.

The minister mentioned the role of
Railway Protection Force in providing
security to passengers. But the recent
tragic incident of the Prime Minister’s
grand nephew being thrown out of a
train by hooligans must have been in
everybody’s minds.

Another report, graphic on page 4
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HE MUCH talked about “feel-
good factor” among the eco-
nomically privileged sections
of our wurban population
should not blind us to the fact that we
have the largest number of poor and
under-nourished children, women
and men in the world, a majority of
whom live in villages. Accelerated
agricultural progress based on the
principles of sustainable intensifica-
tion, value addition and diversifica-
tion is the best safety net against
hunger and poverty in rural areas.
Therefore, priority attention should
go to steps that can extend the feel-
good factor to rural women and men
through mutually reinforcing packag-
es of technology, techno-infrastruc-
ture, credit and input supply services,
and public policies particularly in the
areas of pricing and producer-orient-
ed marketing. The substantial alloca-
tion announced by the Finance
Minister for the rural sector needs to
be used to strengthen the livelihood
security of the rural poor and the ec-
ological security of rural areas.

Job famine is now becoming our
most serious socio-economic and so-
cio-political challenge. Seventy per
cent of our population is still rural.
Environmentally sustainable advanc-
es in the productivity and profitability
of major farming systems will help to
generate both livelihood and income.
Achieving productivity improvement
in perpetuity without associated ec-
ological harm in all major agro-eco-
systems (irrigated and dry farming
areas, hill zone, coastal zone, arid ar-
eas and islands), a phenomenon I
termed “ever-green revolution” many
years ago, is the need of the hour. The
smaller the farm the greater is the
need for marketable surplus, so that
the farmer is able to earn some cash
income. The following are some steps
that will be useful in this context.

Inter-State conflicts in relation to
jobs have started, in addition to con-
flicts relating to water. Ongoing em-
ployment schemes in rural areas
relate largely to unskilled, manual
work. We need to achieve a rapid tran-
sition from unskilled on-farm to
skilled off-farm work through greater
emphasis in the areas of post-harvest
technology and value addition to pri-
mary products and biomass. Farmers
will produce more if we can consume
more. Further progress in agriculture
will be directly proportional to the
progress in post-harvest technology,
crop diversification and value addi-
tion. At least a third of the landless
labour families need to be provided
value-added non-farm livelihood op-
portunities, if the nation is to become
poverty-free. The impediments to on-

By M.S. Swaminathan
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Attention should go to steps that can extend the
feel-good factor to rural women and men.

going projects such as food parks, bio-
technology  parks, agribusiness
centres, agriclinics, small farmers’
agribusiness consortiums need to be
identified and removed. The pro-
grammes of the National Horticulture
Development Board need strengthen-
ing. The Rural Godowns Scheme also
needs to be implemented with greater
vigour with adequate attention to the
storage of perishable farm
commodities.

Livestock and livelihood are closely
inter-connected in the country, since
ownership of livestock is more egal-
itarian. Feed and fodder are the major
limiting factors in enhancing farm
animal productivity. Tamil Nadu has
become a leader in egg and broiler
production. There is therefore a grow-
ing demand for feed. We should es-
tablish a Livestock Feed Warehousing
Corporation, which could support.the
establishment of feed and fodder
banks operated by self-help groups
(SHGs). Without such support, land-
less labour families will not be able to
take up animal husbandry to supple-
ment income.

The United Nations has designated
2004 as the International Year of Rice
(IRY). We have the largest area under
rice in the world. In addition to grain,
the rice crop produces over 200 mil-
lion tonnes of biomass each year
(straw, bran and husk). During the last
International Year of Rice (1966), the
Government of India had nominated
me as the Convenor of the Pro-
gramme. We organised 1,000 National
Demonstrations in rice in the fields of
small farmers during that year, which
yielded on an average five tonnes per
hectare. At that time our major em-
phasis was on improving productivity
and production. Now, our major con-
cern is increasing employment and
income. Therefore, I suggest that dur-
ing 2004 we commemorate IRY by fa-
cilitating the organisation of 1,000
Rice Refineries, about one in each
block where rice is an important crop.
The Rice Refineries should be de-
signed to produce market-driven val-
ue-added products from every part of
the rice plant. This scheme could be
operated by NABARD like the agribu-
siness centre programme. It will be
successful only if there are backward
linkages with technological institu-
tions, forward linkages with markets
and lateral linkages among SHGs to
generate the power of scale in the pro-
duction and marketing ends of the en-
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terprise. We have over 110 million
farming families. All the Organisation
for Economic Cooperation and Devel-
opment (OECD) countries including
the United States have 10 million
farming families, for whom they pro-
vide a support of over $1 billion a day.
Affordable credit is the most impor-
tant need of small and marginal
farmers.

There is an urgent need for expand-
ing the coverage of kisan credit cards
linked to both health and crop insur-
ance. The State Bank of India has a life
insurance scheme linked to Kisan
Credit Cards. A farm credit-cum-crop
and health insurance consortium
consisting of NABARD, SBI, Agricul-
ture Insurance Company of India and
other appropriate organisations may
be formed to promote an integrated
programme of agricultural credit and
human and crop health insurance.
The recent introduction of an Agricul-
tural Income Insurance Scheme on a
pilot basis is a step in the right direc-
tion. This scheme should be extended
to cover all the farming families by the
end of the 10th Plan.

We need urgently greater progress
in improving the productivity, profit-
ability, quality and sustainability of
our major cropping systems. Besides
attention to irrigation water, there is
need for launching a national move-
ment for safeguarding soil health and
for improving soil fertility. Particular
attention is needed to overcoming
“hidden hunger” in our soils caused
by the deficiency of micronutrients
such as zinc, manganese, iron, sul-
phur and boron. Deficiencies of mi-
cro-nutrients in the soil are reducing
the return from macronutrients like
N, P and K. Every farm family could be
given a kisan soil health card, indicat-
ing the fertility status of the soil and
the steps needed to improve soil fer-
tility and productivity. This can be
done by agriclinics operated by self-
employed farm graduates.

Interest in precision farming is
gaining ground among our farmers.
The High Level Committee for Micro
Irrigation headed by the Chief Minis-
ter of Andhra Pradesh has suggested
ways of producing more crop per drop
of water. Demand management
should receive as much attention as
augmentation of supplies. Similarly, a
Task Force chaired by me for harness-
ing agricultural biotechnology will be
submitting its report shortly. We
should promote the safe and respon-

ural areas
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sible use of biotechnology in agricul-
ture; it €an help breed crop: varieties
resistant to abiotic stresses such as
drought and salinity. There is also
need for intensive research on biore-
mediation techniques and solar
desalination.

The Government of India has des-
ignated 2004 as the year for scientific
awareness. We should launch a well-
planned awareness generation pro-
gramme relating to pesticide residues
and water conservation and quality
parameters. Genetic  (genetically
modified crops, Protection of Plant
Varieties and Farmers’ Rights Act) and
trade (WTO agreement in Agriculture)
literacy movements can be launched
by local bodies during this year. Ge-
nome clubs should also be organised
in schools to sensitise youth on the
implications of the emerging age of
genomics, proteomics and
nanotechnology.

Sea water constitutes 97 per cent of
global water supplies. Mahatma
Gandhi wanted this social resource to
be used for the poor. Seawater Farm-
ing for Coastal Area Prosperity involv-
ing the following components is being
launched by MSSRF (M.S. Swami-
nathan Research Foundation) on a pi-
lot scale: i. Cultivation of mangroves,
salicornia, atriplex and other halo-
phytes; ii. Culture of prawns/ shrimps
in the canals, following low external
input sustainable aquaculture (LEISA)
techniques; and iii. Creation of non-
farm employment based on aqua-
products and organising coastal bio-
villages for this purpose. Such a pro-
gramme should cover all coastal
wastelands.

Currently our pesticide standards

are not based on acceptable daily in-
take (ADI) as it is done across the
world. Standards will have to be re-
vised to ensure that ADI is not
breached. Standards for pesticide re-
sidues in food or beverages need not
be based solely on Codex or European
Union or U.S. standards. We should
use the global standards as bench-
marks to set our own standards keep-
ing in mind the Indian diet and trade
interests. Enforcement mechanisms
are needed to ensure that pesticide
residues remain below the stipulated
levels. In the case of food and water
quality there should be no double
standards — one for the foreign and
another for the Indian consumer.
There should be no compromise on
food and water safety and quality.
" Social exclusion is the root cause of
discord and conflicts. We need urgent
steps to make social inclusion in rela-
tion to sharing the benefits of devel-
opment the basic pathway to a
national feel-good movement.



Abhas faction will come

back empty-handed, »

says rival Hurngat N
f{‘ ("

,?ON A day the All Parties Hurriyat
nference’s Abbas faction held di-
‘kct talks with the Deputy Prime Min-
{8ter, hardline separatist leader Syed
Ali Shah Geelani chose to stay at his
Peer Bagh residence in Srinagar.
“Geelani sahib had no party busi-
ness for today and has been busy with
his new book since the last two days,”
a close aide of Geelani said. “We did-
't allow anyone to meet him today.”
As for the talks, “they carry no
weight for a common man. Besides,
why should we give so much impor-
tance to a dialogue which is bound to

Majid Jahangir ./‘\,
Srmagar January 22

fail”. It was routine at the APHC head-’

quarters. But, though the functionar-
ies insisted that they had nothing to
do with the Abbas-Advani dialogue,
the talks were obviously on their
minds.

“These people (Abbas group) have
cast a shur on the separatists’ siruggle
and are going to return empty-hand-
ed,” raged a second rung leader of the
conglomerate.

Another separatist leader, Shabir
Ahmed Shah, and his party activists
were, however, watching every fwist
and turn of the dialogue on televi-
sion. * We have to keep watch on the
developments, especially at a time
when talks are going on. That's why
we were hooked on to our television
sets,” said Shah:

The common man too seemed un-
concerned with the dialogue. “I don’t
see anything emerging from these
talks. The talks would have had some
credibility if the APHC were party to
it,” said a professor from Kashmir
University.
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Deputy Prime Minister L.K. Advani shakes hands with All Parties Hurriyat Conference
chairman Moulvi Abbas Ansari in New Delhi on Thursday.

PDP, NC optimistic over dialogue prospects

Arun Joshi
Jammu, January 22

THE SIGNALS of the
internal ceasefire that
emerged after the All-
Parties Hurriyat Con-
ference-Centre dialogue
that began in Delhi on
Thursday, has bright-
ened the smiles on the
faces of the people of
the Valley.

Even the ruling and
Opposition parties have

lent their unqualified
support to the internal
ceasefire, the hints of
which were available in
the joint statement is-
sued after the talks.

The people felt the
words in the joint state-
ment: “The Deputy
Prime Minister en-
dorsed the APHC’s view
that all forms of vio-
lence at all levels should
come to an end” were a
clear signal that the

ceasefire is in the offing.
Chief Minister Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed and
NC president Omar Ab-
dullah felt strongly that
an internal ceasefire
would help improve the
climate in the state.

The Chief Minister
hailed the dialogue’s
first round as a good be-
ginning that gradually
would open doors of
peace and prosperity for
the state.
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Short Parliament session announced

Centre kicks
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poll countdown

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Jan. 17: The Atal
Bihari Vajpayee government
today set the stage for early
elections by announcing a
short Parliament session
starting on January 29. The
session, which will end on
February 5, is being called to
pass votes-on-account for the
railway and general budgets
ahead of dissolving the 13th
Lok Sabha.

The Lok Sabha will convene
on January 29 and the Upper
House the next day. Parliamen-
tary affairs minister Sushma
Swaraj the railway vote-on-
account vl be placed before
Parliameht on January 30. The
general vote-on-account will fol-
low on February 3.

The minister would not say
when Parliament will be dis-
solved, adding that the Cabinet
will decide on this.

Swaraj waited until the
Prime Minister had met Presi-
dent A.PJ. Abdul Kalam to in-
form him of the government’s
decision before speaking to the
media. The minister spoke to Va-
jpayee and his deputy, L.K. Ad-
vani, earlier in the day.

The decision.to convene Par-
liament was taken after finance
minister Jaswant Singh and rail-
way minister Nitish Kumar toid
Swaraj they would have complet-
ed their reports by then.

The minister also spoke to
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eParliament session from

“January 29 to February 5

eRailway vote-on-account
slotted for January 30

olieneral vote-on-account on
February 3

Lok Sabha Speaker Manohar
Joshi and the chairman of the
Rajya Sabha, Bhairon Singh
Shekhawat, to get their consent
for convening Parliament. She
will formally write to them on
Monday.

As Swaraj was making
announcements, finance min-
istry officials worked feverishly
on an interim budget as opposed
to a mere vote-on-account that
will secure sanction for spend-
ing until a new government is
sworn in.

Top officials said the vote-on-
account “would actually be an
interim budget as the govern-
ment would still be interested in
bringing in some more soft
people-friendly measures even
though this vote-on-account or
interim budget cannot bring any
tax measures”.

These measures are likely to
include sops for the three-mil-
lion-strong bureaucracy such as
merging dearness allowance
with salary. Pwo instalments of
vote-catching sops have already
been made public.

There will also be an attempt -

'BJCNQDW

to announce the NDA’s economic
manifesto through the statement
of objectives for the interim
budget. The government will not
come out with a full-fledged
economic survey, but will issue
a survey of economic achievem-
ents much like a quarterly
survey.

Officials said they would like
to get a vote to spend 25 to 33 per
cent of the government’s total
annual expenditure on develop-
ment schemes or plan expenses.

Economists have traditional-
ly argued that the higher the
plan-spend, the higher the GDP
growth and lower the poverty
figures. But demands of subsidy
expenditure, wages and salaries
of ahuge bureaucracy and inter-
est pay-outs often mean cut-
backs in plan-spend to 15-20 per
cent in a normal budget.

However, this year the gov-
ernment is inclined to listen to
economists. Its logic is simple:
private sector investment is not
forthcoming, especially in key
infrastructure sectors such as
highways and power. Hence
more government spending is re-
quired to lift the growth rate, cre-
ate fresh jobs and make reforms
a political success.

With the spectre of “volun-
tary” separation and industrial
closure looming large in indus-
trial tracts, there have been rum-
blings of discontent even inside
the BJP. As such, the spending is
seen as a way out of the econom-
ic and political difficulties.



Poll bonanza for
Govt staﬁ SOON
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Rajnish Sharma
New Delhi, January 15

THERE'S GOOD news for Central govern-
ment employees. The Finance Ministry has
accepted in principle the Centre’s proposal
to merge 30 per cent of dearness allowance
(DA) with the basic salary.

There’s more. The government is also like-
ly to announce an increase of 4 per cent in
the DA. According to sources, the govern-

‘ment is waiting for an opportune time to
make the two announcements so that the
feel-good factor is maintained for election
time. Sources said the declaration by the
Centre may come a few days before the
Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, rec-
ommends dissolution of the Lok Sabha on or
around February 5.

Merging 30 per cent of DA with the basic
will be a windfall for government employees.
A hike in their basic means an automatic in-
crease in other allowances such as house
rent and travel benefits. It will also get them
better post-retirement benefits.

Government employees on deputation
get an extra allowance, which is normally 5
per cent of the basic. So, that’s another area
where they will gain.

The Fifth Pay Commission had recom-
mended that DA should be merged with the
basic once it exceeds 50 per cent of the ba-
sic salary.

However, the Centre reportedly has
scaled down the proposal to lower the fi-
nancial burden on the exchequer. Still, the
planned bounty for more than 25 lakh cen-
tral government employees will cost it
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Military: Major gains

P

Guaranteed career progression at
least to the rank of Colonel (and the
equivalent in Navy and Air-Force)

P The beneficiaries are the 40% of
officers who face supersession if they
don’t make it to Lt-Colonel

} Those who fail to make it to the rank
of Colonel on the basis of selection
will be given a time scale rank of
Colonel after 26 years of service

P> All officers will henceforth get the
“rank of Captain after 2 years of
service. Currently it takes 5 years

around Rs 1,000 crore.

There is also a strong possibility that the
Centre may announce the Sixth Pay Com-
mission before the dissolution of the Lok
Sabha. The fifth panel was formed in 1991

and as per convention a pay commission is .

set up after a gap of 10 years.
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T IS not often that a govern-
ment at the end of its term tries
risky diplomatic ventures on is-
sues of great national signifi-
cance. But that precisely is what the
Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
is doing. Barely six months ago, he
launched India on the path of nego-
tiating the sensitive boundary ques-
tion with China. Last week in
Islamabad, he opened the doors for
historic talks with Pakistan on the
Kashmir question. The National Se-
curity Adviser, Brajesh Mishra, who
negotiated the deal in Islamabad,
has rushed immediately to Beijing
for the second round of talks on the
boundary dispute with China.

One can certainly question the
political assumption that underlies
these two negotiations — that Mr.
Vajpayee is going to lead his party
and coalition to victory. A week is a
long time in politics; and general
elections always have an element of
unpredictability. But there is no de-
nying the boldness of the moves that
Mr. Vajpayee has made. The Prime
Minister has been driven by the con-
viction that India’s relations with
both China and Pakistan can be
transformed. And that he can put his
individual stamp to these processes.
Nothing else explains Mr. Vajpayee’s
decision to run what traditionalists
might call the “fool’s errand” on the
boundary dispute with China and
the Kashmir question with Pakistan.

No one would have blamed Mr.
Vajpayee for not trying to resolve
these two great national security
challenges, inherited from the
founding fathers of the Republic. Mr.
Vajpayee, like most of his predeces-
sors, could easily have taken shelter
under the two resolutions of Parlia-
ment — in 1962 and 1994. The first
demanded that China return every
square inch of the territory “lost” in
1962. The second proclaimed that
the entire State of Jammu and Kash-
mir “belongs” to India.

Any attempt to resolve these two
questions involves a significant de-
parture from the long-stated posi-
tions held by the Government and
the chattering classes. Yet Mr. Vaj-
payee has chosen to risk a negotia-
tion. And the word from e South
Block is that the Government will
not allow the electoral calendar to
come in the way of these talks. They
will continue as if there is no immi-
nent political change. While the risks
of these talks with China and Pakis-
tan are great, so are the rewards.

If Mr. Vajpayee can succeed in ei-

By taking the difficult mental leap on how to
negotiate with China and Pakistan, Mr. Vajpayee
has reduced the political risk for his successors
in handling the boundary dispute and
the Kashmir question.

ther of these two negotiations, he
would go down as a statesman and
peacemaker. But there is more at
stake than Mr. Vajpayee’s personal
reputation. If successful, either of
these two negotiations could radi-
cally alter the strategic condition of
India. If both these gambles end on a
happy note, India could be liberated
from the past obsessions on territo-
riality and take its rightful place in
the world.

If there is one way to describe In-
dia’s central strategic challenge after
Independence, it was the three-front
problem. Flanked by the two wings
of Pakistan on the east and the west,
India also had to handle the Chinese
on the north. The very construction

however, it did not let India out of
the box. Playing the great power
game was fine, but it was not enough
to transform India’s two-front prob-
lem. India had to deal with this on its
own steam and find an exit.

Should India try and solve the
problem with Pakistan first or Chi-
na? Mr. Vajpayee’s answer has been
“let’s attack on both fronts” — in a
diplomatic sense.

India’s attempts to befriend China
in the 1950s were interpreted by
some Western analysts as a frame-
work to avoid the three-front prob-
lem and as a means to neutralise
Pakistan. When India reached out to
the West for assistance in dealing
with China after the 1962 debacle,

of the Indian map was
hobbled by this problem
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the advice from the Anglo-
American powers was to

and further aggravated by adversa-
rial relations with both China and
Pakistan. Just as India became a free
nation, China too entered the mod-
ern world. A rising China and an
emerging India, with their new-
found nationalism and the impera-
tives of territorial consolidation in-
evitably clashed at the Himalayas.
Meanwhile to the south of the Hima-
layas, the subcontinent was parti-
tioned and India found itself in a
prolonged confrontation with Pakis-
tan. Kashmir turned out to be em-
blematic of the bitter legacy of
Partition.

India’s military, political and dip-
lomatic energies were consumed for
decades by this challenge. The
break-up of Pakistan in the 1971 war
reduced the three-front problem to a
two-front one. But it did not in the
end resolve the problem of coping
with two adversaries who were
locked in an all-weather friendship.
To make it worse, China and Pakis-
tan also tied up with the United
States in the second phase of the
Cold War. India then constructed a
partnership with the Soviet Union.

The collapse of the Soviet Union
in 1991 left India exposed once
again. But the steady improvement
of Indo-U.S. relations in the 1990s
and the proclamation of a strategic
partnership under the Bush admin-
istration eased the problem a little;
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make up with Pakistan. In other
words, their demand was to settle
with Pakistan before dealing with
China. This was the context in which
India negotiated with Pakistan on
the Kashmir dispute. The most sub-
stantive discussions ever between
India and Pakistan took place be-
tween their Foreign Ministers, Swa-
ran Singh and Zulfigar Ali Bhutto,
during 1963-64. But these negotia-
tions came to nought and the two
countries drifted to a war in 1965.

Meanwhile, India’s relations with
China remained frozen amidst an
enduring sense of bitterness in New
Delhi. There was no way India could
make a move to transform the rela-
tions with China despite the estab-
lishment of diplomatic ties in the
late 1970s. The then Foreign Minis-
ter, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, understood
the problem and made a brave effort
to change the dynamic with Pakistan
in 1979. Indira Gandhi towards the
end of her life began to see the no-
win situation India had caught itself
in. She opened border negotiations
with China in the early 1980s, but
there was a hard to swallow lump in
the throat.

Alot of credit goes to Rajiv Gandhi
who for a moment appeared poised
to attack the two-front problem. His

.1988 visit to Beijing broke the mould

of India’s obdurate China policy. He
opened the doors for normalisation

India’s two-front problem

By C. Raja Mohan

of bilateral relations and addressing
the boundary dispute in a realistic
manner. Rajiv Gandhi had also ex-
plored the brief opportunities that
presented themselves in the . late
1980s to embark on a journey of
peace with Pakistan. His initiatives
on the two-front problem came too
late to be conclusive.

Mr. Vajpayee’s moves to restruc-
ture the relations with China and Pa-
kistan too have come towards the
end of his political term. The betting
at this moment is that unlike Rajiv
Gandhi, Mr. Vajpayee has a better
chance of coming back to power. Ir-
respective of what happens in the
elections, Mr. Vajpayee has intro-
duced a new flexibility in India’s po-
sition on both these difficult
questions. By taking the difficult
mental leap on how to negotiate
with China and Pakistan, Mr. Vaj-
payee has reduced the political risk
for his successors in handling the
boundary dispute and the Kashmir
question.

On the boundary issue, Mr. Vaj-
payee signalled this in his address to
the combined commanders confer-
ence last November. Pointing to the
strategic importance of settling the
boundary dispute with China, he
urged the nation to prepare itself for
“pragmatic decisions”. As he under-
lined the gains from such a settle-
ment, including the release of
India’s military and financial re-
sources, he was informing the nation
that New Delhi was ready to give up
many of its past territorial claims as
part of a sensible deal with China.
On the eve of his visit to Islamabad,
Mr. Vajpayee underlined India’s new
readiness for a serious negotiation
on Kashmir. He also indicated In-
dia’s willingness to go beyond the
stated positions of the past, when he
conceded that territorial status quo
along the Line of Control will not be
acceptable to Pakistan.

We need not be detained here by
the debate on the nature of the set-
tlements that India might eventually
arrive at in its talks with China and
Pakistan. They will be part of a very
hard bargain. But the very decision
to get there reflects a new political
maturity and a determination to
break out of the strategic trap that
circumstances set for India at the
time of Independence. The Kashmir
dispute with Pakistan and the
boundary problem with China
formed a chain and a ball on each of
India’s feet. India is now ready to
free itself.
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- ‘BJP_ ADHERED TO COALITION DHARMA’

' Congress ties with DMK

)(QQ
\Y \

By Dasu Kesava Rao

HYDERABAD, JAN. 11. The Prime
Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
has accused the Sonia Gandhi-
led Congress of entering into an
unprincipled alliance with the
DMK in Tamil Nadu for “narrow
electoral advantage,”  after
blaming it for involvement in
the assassination of Rajiv Gand-
hi.

Mr. Vajpayee, who was ad-
dressing a public meeting of the
Bharatiya Janata Party here on
Sunday, sought to make a com-
parison between the ‘unholy al-
liance’ the Congress was
entering into and the BJP’s con-
sistent efforts to forge an under-
standing with parties believing
in nationalism, integrity of the
country and democracy.

The BJP, he said, was con-
vinced that a vast country like
India could be run only by a
coalition government, a posi-
tion which the Congress was
now forced to accept. Mr. Vaj-
payee said the BjP-led coalition
lasted nearly five years unlike
the failed experiments of the
past because it sincerely adher-
ed to the coalition dharma of
equality and even-handedness.
He referred to the BIP’s impres-

The Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, inaugurating the national executive m
BJP in Hyderabad on Sunday. The Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, and-the party
president, M. Venkaiah Naidu, are also seen. — AE,/

e

sive victories in three States and
said the Congress’ victory in
Delhi had little political
significance.

Mr. Vajpayee thanked the Te-
lugu Desam and its leader, N.
Chandrababu Naidu, for their
steadfast support to the NDA
Government. He had invited the
TDP to join the NDA Govern-
ment, and Mr. Naidu had de-

clined but had offered support
from outside. “I hope that after
the elections, they will join us.”

Mrs. Gandhi bad scoffed at
the NDA'’s assertion of a seven
per cent national growth, dis-
missing it as mungerilal ke su-
nehre sapne. Mr. Vajpayee
reminded her that “if we see
dreams, we are also capable of
realising them.” She had also

questioned the NDA Govern-

ment’s ability to generate one”

crore jobs every year even while
pursuing its economic pglicies.
When he showed proof of this in
Parliament, Mr. Vajpayee said
she had no answer, but kept on
harping on the issyie outside the
Lok Sabha. He upged Ms. Gand-
hi to play the game of politics
without lowering parliamentary

Wt .
and democratic norms.

Peace with Pakistan

Referring to his recent visit to
Islamabad, the Prime Minister
hoped that the ceasefire and
other initiatives taken to nor-
malise and strengthen relations
with Pakistan would be main-
tained. India, for its part, would

abide by the agreement. With

~ Venkaiah sounds election bugle’

'By Neena Vyas

HYDERABAD, JAN. 1i. The bugle for an early
Lok Sabha election was blown loudly and
clearly here today by the Bharatiya Janata
Party president, Venkaiah Naidu, but there
was no official word as yet on the timing of
the poll with two party general secretaries
appearing to say different things.
Delivering the inaugural presidential ad-
dress at the BJP’s two-day national exec-
utive committee meeting, Mr. Naidu asked
party workers to “transform the election
campaign fromr =~ nart ‘ampaign to a
people’s campai,, «e a “big wave”
" for the party and th  ..uonal Democratic
Alliance and help secure a “much larger

mandate” to meet the goal for Mission
2004. He hailed the Prime Minister, Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee, as a “great unifier,” as a
“world statesman” and added that he was
the ruling coalition’s “biggest asset.”

And the party planned to make the most
of this, especially as on the opposing side
there was no clear indication of who the
prime ministerial candidate was.

The formal discussion on advancing the
general elections by a few months ahead of
the September schedule will take place at
the executive committee meeting tomor-
row when the political resolution is taken
up.
Although the party general secretary in-
charge of elections, Pramod Mahajan, in-

dicated on Saturday that the elections
could be in March, today the party spo-
kesperson and general secretary, M.A. Naq-
vi, avoided being drawn into that
controversy, maintaining that he “could
not say anything” because the executive
had not yet discussed the subject.

“The party will give its opinion (on ad-
vancing polls) at the working committee
meeting tomorrow, then the Government
will decide. It is not the job of a political
party to decide on the dates for polls.”

He was asked whether the views ex-
pressed by Mr. Mahajan were his own, but
to that he said, “They were his views as well
as those of the party.”

PM yet to decide: Page 11

unprincipled: Vajpayee

India tightening its security and
Pakistan taking preventive
steps, there would be no further
infiltration and the new year
would usher in an era of peace
and stability, he said.

Recalling how India had al-
ways sought peace and friend-
ship with its neighbours, Mr.
Vajpayee said he had tried to
build bridges with Islamabad by
undertaking a bus trip to La-
hore, which ran into hurdles.
The next initiative with the Pa-
kistan President, Pervez Mush-
arraf, in Agra too did not click.
But undaunted by the setback,
he had held out the hand of
friendship to Pakistan at a
meeting in Srinagar. “T am glad
they have responded to it, al-
though a little belatedly.”

Seeking to expand the scope
of this friendship, Mr. Vajpayee
said Pakistan should also look
for closer ties in trade and busi-
ness. He could not understand
why Pakistan should seek to im-
port certain items from the
West at great cost when it could
get them from India. “Why
should they knock at the door of
others when we are here to
help?”

Unfolding a grand vision of
prosperity and development
that awaited them, he appealed
to the youth to shed violence
and reap the fruits of this bright
future.

Advani indisposed

The Deputy Prime Minister,
L.K. Advani, who flew in here on
Sunday for the BjP’s two-day
national executive meeting, was
indisposed with fever and sore
throat. He could attend only the

- inaugural part of the meeting.

Mr. Advani could not make it

- to the public meeting addressed

by the Prithe Minister, Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee, in the evening
nor to the dinner hosted by the
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister,
N. Chandrababu Naidu, for the
Prime Minister, his colleagues
and members of the BJP
executive.
UNI reports:

Mr. Vajpayee appealed to the
naxalites to give up the path of
violence and join the main-
stream of life. “Naxalism is
growing in parts of Andhra Pra-
desh and innocent people are
being gunned down which is
not a healthy sign. Violence is
not the answer, as it can never
solve the problem,” he said.




Vajpayee presses
oll buzzer

v SO U ey
'WHY ARE THEY AFRAID OF A WOMAN?

LASHING OUT atthe BJP forre- 3

early p

Shekhar Iyer and
Pankaj Vohra
Hyderabad, January 11

PRIME MINISTER Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee on Sunday in-
dicated the elections were
round the corner and urged
political parties not to turn
their battles into mud-sling-
ing matches but maintain
“decorum and decency”.

Addressing a huge BJP
rally on the sidelines of a
party conclave to discuss
the timing and strategy for
the Lok Sabha elections, Va-
jpayee said: “The elections
are going to take place, but
the level of our political de-
bate should not degenerate.
We have to remember that
we are a democratic coun-
try with parliamentary val-
ues, and we will have to
work together for the coun-
try once the polls are over.”

The BJP national execu-
tive is likely to adopt the po-
litical resolution wherein
the recommendation for
early polls will be made on
Monday morning.

The NDA had already, in
the presence of - BJP chief
Venkaiah Naidu and Ad-
vani, authorised the Prima

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

peatedly raking up the issue of
her foreign origin, Sonia Gandhi
on Sunday said she only cared
for the people of the country and
not for such criticism. “I don’t
know why these people (BJP
workers) are afraid of a woman.
I don’t care. I just care for the
people.” Asked to crystal-gaze on
who would form the government
at the Centre after the forthcom-
ing polls, she said, “I can tell that
the BJP or NDA won’t form it.”
PTI, Meerut

Minister to take a final view
on advancing the elections.

Sunday’s gathering was
itself like an election rally.
The Prime Minister did not
just restrict himself to high-
lighting his government’s
achievements. He also at-
tacked the Congress for its
decision to align with the
DMK and criticised Sonia
Gandhi for forging “unprin-
cipled alliances” with those
accused of her husband’s
assassination.

Ha alen urged Andhra

e

Pradesh Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu’s party
to join the NDA the next
time. Naidu reciprocated by
saying that he had not ruled
out the option.

PMO officials said several
factors would have to be tak-
en into account before a fi-
nal decision on early polls is
taken. One factor is Vajpay-
ee’s scheduled visit to Thai-
land in February Vajpayee
might hot like togo thereasa
caretaker Prime Minister.

More reports on Page 4
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A Centre provides Rs. 50,000 crores
] ' for ‘second Green Revolutlon

S ps now for rural India @ Rs. 50,000 crores for infrastructure
development @ Higher interest bonds for senior citizens

By Alok Mukherjee

NEW DELM), JAN. 9. In a sequel to
the decisions taken on Thurs-
day, the Union Finance Minis-
ter, Jaswant Singh, today
announced another round of
pre-election sops, this time
aimed at rural India, the smail-
scale sector and senior citizens.
The amounts involved are huge
— Rs. 50,000 crores over the
next three years for what he
calls “the second Green Revolu-
tion,” another Rs. 50,000 crores
for infrastructure development
and Rs. 10,000 crores for the
small-scale sector.

For senior citizens, he an-
nounced the launch of ‘Dada-
Dadi’ bonds to enable peaople
above 60 years of age to earn
interest higher than the prevail-
ing market rate. These bonds
will be introduced from April 1,

2004. Bright young Indians too

have been covered under the
latest announcements and the
existing education loan scheme
of banks would be liberalised to
allow access to higher loans at
200 basis points below the
Prime Lending Rate (PLR), the
rate that banks charge their best
customers.

- A new rural housing scheme

called ‘Atal Grameen Griha Yo-
jana’ will become operational
from April this year and would
include, among others, a mech-
anism to provide insurance cov-
er against defaults arising from
non-enforceability of the secu-
rity because of defects in the ti-
tle or title disputes. Incentives
would also be provided to lend-
ing agencies for rural housing fi-
nance and compensation has
been proposed for commercial
banks, regional rural banks and
housing finance institutions for
higher incidence of non-per-
forming assets in rural areas by
way of a tax exemption on the

entire income derived from ad-
vances for rural housing. Flex-
ibility for repayment of rural
housing loans in line with the
harvesting season would also be
introduced from April this year.

For the small-scale sector, a
Small and Medium Industry
(SMI) fund would be structured
by the Small Industries Devel-
opment Bank of India with an
initial amount of Rs. 10,000
crores, spread over two years,
The interest burden on the ulti-
mate borrower would be 200
basis points below PLR, consis-
tent with reasonable risk pre-
mia over the cuwrrent cost of
funds. This fund would be oper-
ational in four weeks.

To develop infrastructure, a
package would be evolved with
a mix-match approach of exter-
nal commercial and domestic
borrowing and capital would be
provided speedily at rates 200
basis points below PLR. To-
wards this end, an aggregate ad-
ditional investment of Rs.
50,000 crores would be cata-
lysed over the next three years
in infrastructure and manufac-
turing projects like power gen-
eration, sea ports, airports,
roads, tourism, telecommuni-
cations and urban infrastruc-
ture. To the extent necessary,
the Government would provide
financial guarantees, appropri-
ate risk mitigation measures
and other financial resources.
The details of the fund would be
finalised by March 1 this year.

For the ‘second Green Revo-
lution’ which includes waste-
land  development, minor

irrigation, functioning and via-
bility of cooperatives, grading,

certification, storage of agro-
products and their processing,
cold chains and modern abat-
toirs, the National Bank for
Agriculture and Rural Develop-
ment (NABARD) has been asked
to work out details of a Rs.
50,000-crore programme
spread over the next three years.
Any funds required by NA-
BARD, in addition to the exist-
ing unutilised portion of the
Rural Infrastructure Develop-

.ment Fund (RIDF), would be

made available by the Govern-
ment in an appropriate mix of
finances raised from the capital
markets and budgetary re-
sources. For the ultimate bor-
rowers, the rate of interest
would be 200 basis points below
PLR. The Government expects
the fund to be operational in
four weeks.

The food subsidy policy is al-
so being amended with the
Government now allowing the
Food Corporation of India to
borrow for its procurement op-
erations from the market
through bonds, backed by Gov-
ernment guarantee. This is like-
ly to reduce the Government’s
food subsidy bill by a minimum
of Rs. 2,000 crores a year.

A new external commercial
borrowing policy is also being
formulated which would pro-
mote investment in industry,
including in small and medium
enterprises. While making these
announcements, the Finance
Minister again maintained that
these were not done with an eye
on the elections. These steps
were required to provide a fur-
ther impetus to the on-going
growth process in the economy.

® A Rs. 50,000 crore Agr

% ét[tural Infrastructure and Credxt 4

Fund to be operational in four weeks.

% A Rs. 10,000 crore small and medium industry fund |

H

spread over two years and operational in four weeks.

f# Cheap credit at a highly-competitive rate of interest to
the infrastructure and manufacturing sectors through exter-
nal commercial and domestic borrowings.

#% ‘Atal Grameen Griha Yojana’ to provide, among others,
insurance cover against defaults arising from any non-en- '
forceability of the security because of defects in the title or

title disputes.

# Liberalising the education loan scheme of banks to allow
higher student loans at two per cent below the prime lending

rate.

# ‘Dada-Dadi’ bonds for elders bearing returns higher

than the existing rates of interest, applicable to those ab

the age of 60.
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> Lucky Atal ;.

. pj‘ Jaswant’s bonanza adds to
G PM’s soaring stock ¢ '

Is Atalji India’s man of destiny, as the current chorus in
the metropolitan media seems to suggest? Or is he plain
lucky? The PM’s many sterling qualities notwithstanding,
it is perhaps best that the first question is left to time
and future historians. As for the second, the answer is
unambiguous. From a bountiful monsoon, which spurred
the current economic boom, to the resounding victory
in the recent state elections, courtesy a dispirited and
disorganised opposition, Atalji has had his fair share of
fortune in the last six months. However, as the BJP’s
unguestioned leader, he’s also made his own luck. It is in
this light that one ought to see Thursday’s ‘mini-budget’
of across-the-board duty cuts. A clear signal for early
polls, Jaswant Singh’s bonanza has two components. On
the one hand, it seeks to encourage new investment in the
economy by making imported inputs and machinery
cheaper. On the other, it targets the BJP’s core middle class
constituency by making things cheaper — from air
travel to cellphones, computers and sundry electronic
equipment — thus enhancing the ‘feel-good’ sentiment.
The FM’s defence that the ‘reforms’ were motivated less by
political calculations than by sound economic motive —
rationalisation of customs duties, for instance — is belied
by their timing and scope.

But this is nothing new. In an election year, finance
ministers, the world over, are known to open up their war
chests. The real question is not so much the rationale
behind the FM’s decision as the economic implications
of his move. Two things are clear. First, the slew of
concessions will add to the fiscal deficit. While Mr Singh
can argue that the revenue shortfall, estimated to be
around Rs 11,000 crore, will be made up by the increased
consumer spending — and the resultant spurt in growth
—past evidence does not bear this out. Besides, there is an
inevitable time-lag between tax rate cuts and the expected
rise in revenue through higher growth. Second, this year’s
monsoon may have revived the fortunes of the farm
sector, but the long-term health of our agricultural
economy is a matter of great concern. And it is agricul-
ture that still employs nearly two-thirds of our workforce.
In one word, the BJP is entitled to woo its own, but the
feel-good must percolate to the countryside for the party
to reap the electoral harvest: The Rs 50,000-crore rural
credit and infrastructure fund, belatedly announced by
Mr Singh, may have come too late for a sector that has
been neglected for the better part of a decade.

—
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»¢  But don’t miss the good economics
he obvious, entirely valid and unanswerable criticisms
A of Jaswant Singh’s quasi-budget are, first, it devalues
the parliamentary process, second, if is,a too-clever-by-half
avoidance of electoral code of #8sgluct.réstrictions and,
third, it is fiscally adventurous. The BIP. argurient that:
constitutional propriety has been “maintained while
announcing tax concessions wqgth Rs 10,000 crore, is
irrelevant. No one expected the govérnment to violate the
letter of the Constitution. It is the spirit of a legislative and
electoral system that has suffered. But the justified
indignation aver politicking should not be a reason to not
appreciate an interesting point in political economy:
liberal economic policies are being thought of as vote
winners.

Singh’s list of tax cuts concentrated mostly on import
duties. Remember the pre-election budget of the original
Singh in the finance ministry, Manmohan Singh, a
committed reformer, was virtually unrecognisable as PV
Narasimha Rao prepared for elections. Cuts, in customs
duties were especially “dangerous”. But that was in the
mid-1990s when the battle over the soul of economic
policy was still on.

Nearly a decade later politicians, even those from a party
once ideologically committed to swadeshi, have seen and
earnt enough about liberalisation to know that it
privileges consumers over producers. And, of course,
consumers have more votes. Students of Indian economic
policy should therefore rejoice that a quasi-budget aimed
at elections cuts the peak rate of customs duty and cuts
rates on such classics of consumerism as cellphones,
computers and air travel. Of course, the urban classes are
being wooed. But they were never part of direct election
strategics before. This, along with both the BJP and the
Congress  talking of governance and economic
performance as key poll issues, is proof that india, while
not quite shining, is changing. Indian politics is changing
with it and there are reasons to hope that the change may
be irreversible.

Some will argue that a flip side of this is that parties,

" especially the big two national parties, will ignore the
masses, as indeed it seems has been done in Jaswant
Singh’s duty concessions: This is clearly untenable for two
reasons. In the first place concessions for, say, farmers, the
unorganised sector and small industry have been already
announced and more concessions may be on the way —
for example, a cut in interest on farm loans. Two, and by
far the more important, mirror images of urban sector
concessions are a bit of a migage = the rural and the
pooter séctor. SRTETAR R e e

Take fertiliser subsidies. They mostly go to bloated and
inefficient fertiliser units. Or take procurement prices.
They help only a relatively small proportion of farmers in
a few states and in many cases dues have piled up. What
Indian farming needs is freedom for farmers to sell their
products wherever they want and ‘government irrigation
projects. Reforms and infrastructure, the things that are
changing urban India. ,

* Sops meant for the electorate wilt win votes only when

there is a productive economic base, otherwise Digvijay
Singh would not have lost in the last assembly elections.
Chandrababu Naidu, surprisingly, seems to be harbouring
the same illusion as he announces a slew of “pro-poor”
concessions. The poor need economic opportunities and
good infrastructural support, just'like the middle class and
the rich do. That’s the next change Indian politics has to
aim for. ' Lt

beyrpr

~~Bad politics,,
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Govt puts Bengal ﬁrst

Jindita Chaudhuri

in Kolkata

Jan. 9. — It’s official. Eng-
lish is set to return to Class
I in government-run pri-
mary schools after a gap of
24 years. Announcing the
decision, the state school
education minister said to-
day that English would be
taught from Class I as the
second compulsory lan-
guage from the session be-
ginning in May 2004. Eng-
lish is now taught from
Class I1I, though students
in Class II are made famil-
iar with the alphabet and
rudimentary words from
the second semester.
After a meeting with the
various teachers’ organisa-
tions on the recommenda-
tions of the Prof. Ranjugo-
pal Mukhopadhyay Com-
mittee on school education,
Mr Biswas announced:
“The government has deci-
ded to introduce English
from Class I from the next
academic session.” The re-
port had recommended
that English as a second,
compglso,ry language

FOR WHOM - Students of 50,000 government-run primary
schaols and 16,000 Shishi Shiksha Kendras run by panchayats.
HOW MANY Approximately 2,00,000 students in Class | will
begin studying English from the 2004 academic session,
POTTED HISTORY . In the early 18505, the than chisf minis:
ter Dr BU Roy mitiated the policy of teaching English from Class I,

but this fested only a few months. In 1981, the LF adopted the rec-

ammendations of the HB Majumder committee that English be taught
from Glass V1. In 1992, the Ashok Mitra Commission had racom-

should be taught from
Class V. When asked why
the government felt it nec-
essary to change its earlier
decision of not teaching
English at the primary lev-
el, Mr Biswas justified the
reversal of policy, saying
“the  priorities  have
changed... When we came
to power our priority was
universal education. But
now with just a few lakh
students remaining out of
school we can afford to
teach English at the pri-
mary level. Nowadays, the
students are more matured
than before to tackle a sec-

ond fanguage from a tender -

teaching the language from Class V and tha Pabitra Sarkar
mmm in 1988 recommended that it should be taught from Class
slwuld bagm n L‘lgss Il.In gecembar 2801, tha

’ that Eglsh be taugh m

age.” He also felt that with
the winds of change setting
in with globalisation and
the advancement in IT, the
need to communicate in
English has acquired great-

"¢+ importance.

Dismissing scepticism
about the quality of teach-
ing, the minister said every
school would have at least
one newly-trained teacher
for the subject. The pri-
mary education board has
started the teacher orienta-
tion programme with Brit-
ish Council’s help. The
training will be completed
before the new academic

session starts. New text

« English in Class I ..

books will be mtroduced
Although the CPI-M'’s

teachers’ wing clung to

their earlier objections,

they were doing no more.

than- going through the/

motions as the party’s top7

leadership — including Mr
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
and Mr Jyoti Basu — had
spoken in favour of intro-
ducing English in Class 1.

Lifestyle education too

The government also deci-
ded to introduce “lifestyle
education” for adolescent
students from Class VIII as
recommended by the
school education commit-
tee. Another recommenda-
tion accepted was that of
curtailment of vacations to
65 days from the current 80
days. However, the govern-
ment has ruled out any
change in the session du-
ration, rejecting the recom-
mendations of the commit-
tee as well as that of a few
teachers’ organisations.

What Bengal did
yesterday, the French
“are doing today! page 3

Door opens to outstation engg. students

KOLKATA, Jan. 9. — The state high-
er education department will allow
private engineering colleges to admit
students from outside Bengal under
the management quota, provided
they clear the All India Engineering
Entrance Examinations. The move
will help those colleges that haven’t
been able to fill up their seats.

Ever since the state government’s

efforts to open up JEE (engineer-

TIIE STATES;

ing) to outstation students fell
through following an HRD minis-
try’s order that all surplus seats
should be filled up with students
who've cleared AIEEE, the higher
education department was looking
for-a compromise solution. They've
finally decided to allow private col-
leges within and outside the city to
reserve 5 per cent and 15 per cent of
their seats, respectively, for outsta-

19 JaN X04
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tion students. But the outstation stu-
dents will have to clear the AIEEE.

In the city’s .15 private engineering -

colleges, 194 of the 3,870 seats will be
reserved for outstation students. An-
other 802 seats will be feserved in the
20 private colleges oytside Kolkata.
Higher education secretary Mr Ja-
whar Sircar said: “The trend of our
students leaving the sfate for higher
studies will be reversegt.” — SNS

Sensex volatile, hits new hlgh

602659 |
2 Jan 2004 :

6150.69
14:Feh 2000

Graphic: ARINDAM MAZUMDER

Statesman News Service & PTI

MUMBALI Jan. 9. — The Sensitive Index of Stock
Exchange, Mumbai, created a record today as it
opened about 102 points up, at an all-time high of
6,211.06 (against yesterday’s close of 6,108.54), and
reached a peak of 6,249.60 during early trading. But
across-the-board sell-off by domestic financial insti-
tutions wiped out majority of the gains in the later
part of the day and forced the 30-scrip index to close
at 11705 points or 0.18 per cent up, at 6,119.59.

The slide set in under the pressure of profit book-
ing — mainly on account of buying in Tata Power,
BSES, SBI and Grasim shares. On 14 February 2000,
when “Big Bull” Ketan Parekh was calling the shots,
the Sensex had reached the 6,150.69-mark.

Most brokers and investors at Dalal Street were dis-
mayed at the turn of events as the trading progressed
today. The expectations raised by the better-than-ex-
pected third quarter results of Infosys Technologies,
coupled with the sops announced yesterday by the

- Centre, failed to stop the downward turn of the

Sensex. Market sources said the new high of 6,249.60
was achieved in response to the sweeping tax cuts, but
stocks later reeled under pressure of basket selling, re-
portedly by UTI, which pulled the Sensex down to end
at 6,119.59.

Despite Infosys’s significant results, the stock value
has shrunk. So has been the case with Satyam. The
prime gainers of the day were BSES, at Rs 5§72.70 (+
7.39 per cent); Grasim, at Rs 1,164.30 (+4.07 per
cent); and SBI, at Rs 640.40 (+3.01 per cent). SBI
was the most-traded share with the highest turnover
of Rs 295.45 crore, followed by RIL (Rs 278.69
crore), Satyam Computers (Rs 234.98 crore), Infosys
Tech (Rs 216.64 crore) and Tisco (Rs 199.71 crore).

With an eye on early Lok Sabha polls, the govern-
ment had notified a “mini-budget” yesterday, provid-
ing incentives to both individuals as well as corpo-
rates, and setting the mood for continuing with re-
forms. Investors were taken by surprise by the gov-
ernment’s move to rationalise the tax regime which
would help reactivate the economy in a major way.
The elimination of 4 per cent special additional duty
is expected to be a big boost to the econemy too,
market sources said. But the initial euphoria® that was
expected to stay on during the session, suddealy pe-
tered out due to the UTT’s heavy sell-off.

The market is still bullish and is being driven con-
sistently by sustained FII inflows, strong corporate
and economic fundamentals, and encouraging GDP
growth, followed by Securities and Exchange Board
of India’s (Sebi) decision to allow margin trading,
something long awaited by stock brokers.

While the Sebi decision is expected to have a long-
term impact, the unexpected announcement of tax
cuts enthused investors and set off a buying spree
during the morning trading today.
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