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THE FIRST SION of the Union Cabinet

by a Prime Minister is usually attended by high
expectation. Yet the only Minister Manmohan
Singh inducted into the Cabinet late last month
was the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha leader, Shibu
Soren. The tribal leader, who quit the Cabinet
after the law caught up with him in a 1975 mas-
sacre case, is also an accused in the murder of
his personal secretary, Shashinath Jha. That Mr.
Soren'’s return was prompted by considerations
weightier than the conditional bail obtained by
him in the first case (the explanation advanced
by the Prime Minister) is evident enough. The
_ clue to Mr. Soren’s rehabilitation is to be found

in the contrasting performances of the two
Jharkhand alliances that fought the 14th general
election. The first, comprising the Congress, the
JMM, the Rashtriya Janata Dal, and the two
Communist parties, swept the polls, bagging 13
of the 14 Lok Sabha seats. Ironically, the remain-
ing seat, Kodarma, was won by the Bharatiya
Janata Party’s Babulal Marandi, whom the party
summarily removed from the post of Chief Min-
ister in March 2003. If the BJP alliance suffered a
12.5 percentage point decline in vote share as
compared with the previous general election,
the Congress alliance maximised its gains, poll-
ing as much as 46.6 per cent of the popular vote.
If the Prime Minister took the trouble of ex-
panding his Ministry only to accommodate Mr.
Soren, the culprit lies in these statistics.

The scale of the Jharkhand victory is undoubt-
edly a tribute to the shrewd alliance the Con-
gress put together before the election. However,
it takes chemistry rather than arithmetic for alli-
ances to work on the ground. This alliance suc-
ceeded because it also proved to be a
formidable social coalition. Between them, the
Congress, the JMM, and the R]D boasted the
support of substantial sections of the Dalits,
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Adivasis and Other Backward Clages A post-
poll survey done by the Centre for the Study of
Developing Societies (CSDS) and published in
The Hindu showed that in Jharkhand 56 per
cent of Adivasis voted for the Congress alliance
as against 33 per cent for the BJP alliance. The
significance of this in a largely tribal State like
Jharkhand can hardly be overstated.

Clearly, it is a tough battle ahead for the BjP.
Aside from the powerful combination of social
forces arrayed against it, the party has to con-
tend with infighting, a lack of compatibility with
itskey ally and a poor incumbency record. While
these factors would weigh against the ruling par-
ty in any election, they assume a special signif-
icance in the case of the BJP in Jharkhand — a
State carved out of Bihar with much hope and
hype in November 2000. Indeed, Chief Minister
Marandi had promised to run Jharkhand as a
model State that would stand in shining contrast
to Bihar. It was hardly a difficult challenge con-
sidering that Jharkhand, besides being highly in-
dustrialised, is naturally endowed with rich
reserves of minerals (the region accounts for 90
per cent of India’s coking coal deposits). Howev-
er the Chief Minister, dogged by dissidence and
controversy, quit midway. He was replaced by
Arjun Munda, a political novice who appears on-
ly to have made a bigger mess of governance and
coalitional relations. Barely had Mr. Munda re-
covered from the shock of Verdict 2004 when the
Janata Dal(United) pulled out of his Govern-
ment in angry reaction to the Chief Minister's
decision to drop some of its Ministers as part of a
downsizing exercise. Not surprisingly, the BJP
leadership has decided against projecting a
Chief Ministerial candidate in the coming elec-
tion. Mr. Marandi, the party’s lone Member of
Parliament from Jharkhand, is certain to have
the last laugh.
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Munda must qult Soren

Press Trust of India
Jamtara, August 1

JMM CHIEF Shibu Soren ton-
ight demanded Chief Minister
Arjun Munda’s resignation, as
the latter was allegedly senten-
ced by a court during the peak
of the Jharkhand movement.

Addressing a rally here,
Soren alleged that Munda had
been ‘sentenced’ by a court in
1990 following assault and oth-
er charges in East Singhbhum
district when the movement
was at its height.

Alleging a big political con-
spiracy had been hatched
against the “son of the tribal”
(Soren), he said he would fight
through democratic and peace-
ful means.

Soren said only his lawyers
and a few party men would ac-
company him during his sur-
render before the sessions cou-
rt here tomorrow in accorda-
nce with the directions given
by the high court on Thursday.

Criticising the state govern-
ment for selectively recom-
mending withdrawal of state-
hood movement-related cases,
the former union coal minister
said the government should
have withdrawn all the cases
as promised in the Assembly.

Talking on former chief min-
ister Babulal Marandi — who,
the JMM believes, had raked up
the Chirrudih massacre —
Soren, who resurfaced on Fri-
day after remaining in hiding
for 10 days, urged the people to
give him a fitting reply to him
in the coming hustings.

He said, “Tomorrow, I'll an-
nounce a new strategy which
will revitalise the party We’ll
recruit more cadres and work
for unity, particularly to keep
the legislators with us”.

Appealing to the people to
support the party in the inter-
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DON'T WORRY, I'M FINE: JMM supremo Shibu Soren at a rally in Jamtara on Sunday.

ests of the state, Soren warned
his detractors he would set
them right once he became
Chief Minister of the state.
Pledging to maintain peace
and tranquility in the state,
Soren said, “I foiled the BJP’s
attempt to create a Gujarat-
like situation in the state”.
Asking party men not to lose
patience and fall into the trap
laid by the opponents, Soren
advised them to remain united
and work for the people. He also
narrated how he had stopped
retrenchment of labourers in
the mafia-infested coal sector.
Reiterating full confidence
and faith in Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and UPA
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chairperson Sonia Gandhi,
Soren said he had got justice
from the high court and also
expressed the hope of the sa-
me from the Jamtara court.
The rally, held amid adegu-
ate security and one that attr-
acted around 20,000 people,
was organised as Soren wis-
hed to go to the ‘people’s court’
before turning in to the sessi-
on court. “The public meeting
has been organised outside
Jamtara town as the district ad-
ministration has imposed re-
strictions on the assembly of
five or more people in a group
within the town”, said
Kalimuddin Ansari, a JMM
central committee member.

JANATA DAL(U) leader
Suraj Mandal on Sunday
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July 20. — A Jharkhand police team to-
day reached Delhi to execute the arrest
warrant against Mr Sibu Soren in con-
nection with the 1975 Chirudih massa-
cre, even as the Union coal minister ap-
plied for leave to the Lok Sabha Speak-
er citing personal reasons. The applica-
tion was reportedly submitted to the
Speaker’s office yesterday.

The seven-member team — that
includes Mr Neeraj Sinha, SP (special
branch), and Mr Umesh Singh SP
(CID) — is likely to seek Speaker Mr
Somnath Chatterjee’s permission for
arresting Mr Soren. “Once the Speaker
gives the green signal, the team will
seek Delhi Police’s help to arrest the
minister,” an officer said here.

Mr Soren has been untraceable
since he left his residence at 10.30 a.m.
on Sunday. He has not even gone to
the room booked for him at
Jharkhand House.

Senior officials here discussed today
how the warrant could be executed at
the earliest.

What may come in the way of the
JMM chief getting a reprieve is the
“dying declaration” of a person, who
had categorically blamed the minister
for the Chirudih massacre. Lakhindra
Soren’s statement was recorded at Sa-
aar Hospital, Jamtara, in the presenc
of judicial magistrate Mr Laxman Ora-
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A purported dying declaration
of a person present at
Chirudih on the fateful night
blames the present Union coal
minister for the massacre

on, now a High Court judge. Police and

hospital records say Lakhindra, who

was critically injured in the incident on
23 January, died the next day.
Lakhindra said he had gone to attend
a meeting at Bankadih on the fateful
y. “Before I could reach there, at 3.00
p.m., I came to know that Muslims had
set Takhi village on fire... Meeting ka ja-
gah se sab aadmi daurkar gaon gaya. Mi-

an log wahan se bhag gaye aur Chirudih
aaye. Chirudih ke paas ek maidan hai,
wahan par Sibu Soren ka aadmi jama ho
gaya. Sibu Soren kaha ki ‘dekho hum log
meeting karne aaye hain. Mian log sab
Santal ka ghar mein aag lagata hai. Pehle
mian log ko maaro’, Jangal mein dugdu-
giva bajne laga. (Those who were pres-
ent at the meeting rushed to the village.
Muslims fled to Chirudih. There’s a

field near Chirudih where Sibu Soren’s
people had gathered. Soren said Mus-
lims have set Santhal homes on fire, let
us first finish Muslims. The jungle be-
gan to reverberate with drumbeats).”

Around 4,000 people then headed
for Chirudih where two persons from
the “minority side” fired at them.
Lakhindra was injured. Mr Oraon had
recorded that Lakhindra’s thumb im-
pression had to be affixed on the dec-
laration since his right hand was badly
injured. .

Mr Soren’s lawyers, however, will

challenge Lakhindra’s declaration.
One of the lawyers, Mr Sanjiv Kumar
Mabhta, said the statement couldn’t be
called a dying declaration since La-
khindra died only 10 months ago, not
on 24 January 1975. Mr Mabhta said the
magistrate described the statement as
“dying declaration” because he felt La-
khindra wouldn’t survive. To prove his
point, he said the poll panel had issued
an identity card (No. BR /27/155/-
390289) to Lakhindra on ! January
1994, “The case records should have
been set right,” Mr Mahta said.
PM on Soren: “You will know in due
course of time,” was the Prime Minis-
ter’s reply when journalists asked him
in Guwahati today about Mr Soren’s
fate. The Opposition disrupted pro-
ceedings in the Lok Sabha on the issue
as the Congress defended the minis-
ter, saying the case was “politically
motivated”,

Jharkhand cops in Delhi to net Soren

Tracking the tainted

PATNA, July 20. — Several worthies
from Bihar who have made it to the
parliamentary pedestal have of late
been moving in and out of courts,
jails... and hospitals.

Md Taslimuddin, Union minister of
state for civil supplies, was in Araria
yesterday to appear in a sessions
trial (No. 232/96). The court rejected
counsel’s plea that the chargeshest
be withdrawn as the case was
fabricated. At least 12 cases of
murder, loot, robberies and rape are
pending against him.

The Siwan district administration
today shifted the RJD MP, Md
Shahabuddin, from hospital to jail in
compliance with yesterday’s Patna
High Court order. A show-cause
notice was issued to the DM and SP
for allowing the MP to rest in
hospital though technically he was
in judicial custody. The officials were
ordered to send him to jail within 48
hours.

Mr AP Srivastava, the district fast
track court judge, has been
dismissed for allowing the jailed
Shahabuddin to attend the monsoon
session of Parliament,
Chargesheeted in 24 criminal cases,
Md Shahabuddin was among the six
jailbirds who contested the Lok
Sabha polls from behind the bars.

Late tonight, Pappu Yadav was
transferred to Beur jail in
accordance with a Supreme Court
directive. The Bench (coram: Hegde,
Sinha and Mathur, JJ) today took
strong exception to the VVIP
treatment being given to him at
Patna Medical College Hospital for a
“minor” iliness. It passed the order
after studying the CBI report on his
sneak visit to Madhepura during the
election. The LJP MP from Purnea is
an accused in the Ajit Sarkar murder
case.

Patna High Court has also indicted
the police for failing to arrest
Surajbhan Singh, the LJP MP from
Balia. The district court has issued
an arrest warrant against him for the
murder of Umesh Yaday, the leader
of a local body. The High Court
yesterday directed the state
government to send records of the
case to the Speaker, Mr Somnath
Chatterjee. The arrest warrant was
issued on 21 February by the
additional chief judicial magistrate,
Barh.

Meanwhile, Manoranjan Singh, afias
Dhumal Singh, MLA from Baniapur,
surrendered to Bokaro police
yesterday. He has been booked in at
least 30 criminal cases, including 23
in Jharkhand. — Mano} Chaura
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“ HC SEEKS CASE STATUS REPORT

Soren contests
arrest Warrant

LY M@x W”"‘

Statesman| Naws Service

RANCHI, July 19. — Union coal minister
Mr Sibu Soren today challenged in
Jharkhand High Court the arrest warrant
issued against him by the Jamtara sub-divi-
sional judicial magistrate in connection
with the 1975 Chirudih massacre case.

In the criminal writ petition, the
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha president
prayed that the arrest warrant issued in
1986 be quashed.

The warrant was issued because Mr
Soren had failed to appear in the sessions
court when the case was committed to it.
The minister argued in the petition that
no notice was sent to him asking him to
be present in the court.

The government in its report has point-
ed out that the arrest warrant was 1ssued
against Mr Soren and nine others in 1986,
but was not delivered to them.

The Union minister in his petition also
challenged the separation of the Chirudih
massacre case from other cases filed dur-
ing the Jharkhand movement. Mr Soren
prayed that the Chirudih case be clubbed
with other Jharkhand movement cases in
which charges against the accused have
been dropped.

The  petition is likely to come up for
hearing on 20 July.

In another development, the Jamtara
SDIM today handed over to the SP the
arrest warrant against Mr Soren and
seven other accused.

Legal experts said Mr Soren had a valid
point in moving the High Court for
quashing the SDIM’s order on grounds
that he was on bail and that no summon
was served on him before the bail was
cancelled in 1986. They said that if Mr
Soren had not been served summons, the
cancellation of the bail and the subse-
quent issuance of arrest warrant were not
valid. A lawyer said the state government
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Cénire is behid im

NEW DELHI, July 19. — The Centre has
thrown its weight behind Mr Sibu Soren
because the Congress has high stakes in
Jharkhand where Assembly elections are due
early next year. The party doesn’t want o sour
its relations with the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha.
The Congress-JMM alliance yielded dividend
in the Lok Sabha polis as the alliance won 13

of the 14 seats. — SNS
Details on page 5

might find it difficult to counter the peti-
tion since an important file pertaining to
Mr Soren and seven co-accused had gone
missing. Another lawyer, however, said
technical flaws made by the court might
be overlooked since the motive was much
more important.

Jharkhand High Court has ordered the
Jamtara district judge to submit a report
detailing the status of the case. The judge
has also been asked to report how the file
relating to Mr Soren and seven other ac-
cused in the case have gone missing, and
explain why the arrest warrant issued by
the SDIM could not be issued and deliv-
ered to Mr Soren.

Waiting for Guruji, page 5
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