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By Vladnmr Radyuhin

MOSCOW, DEC. 23. Russia sets
great value on its warm and
trust-based relations with India
and will work to upgrade strate-
gic partnership between the two
tountries, the Russian Presi-
dent, Vladimir Putin, said.

“We value the traditionally
warm and trustworthy relations
with India. The political, eco-
nomic and cultural ties between
the two countries are steadily
developing,” Mr. Putin said af-
ter accepting the credentials of
the Indian Ambassador, Kanwal
Sibal, in the Kremlin on
Wednesday. Mr. Sibal, who ar-
rived in Russia in September, is
India’s 18th envoy to Russia
since the two countries opened
diplomatic relations in April
1947.

Strategic character

Mr. Putin specially stressed
the strategic character of Indo-
Russian partnership that gained
new strength following his visit
to India earlier this month.

“During the Russia-India
summit in December we reaf-
firmed the course for upgrading
and enriching our strategic
partnership.”

Reference to strategic part-
nership carried extra signifi-
cance as it was made in front of

The Russian President, Viadimir Putin, listening with keen
interest to the Indlan Ambassador, Kanwal Sibal, after
accepting his credentials. — Photo: V. Radyuhm

an international diplomatic au-
dience. Along with Mr. Sibal,
Ambassadors of seven other
countries, including the United

Kingdom, Iraq and Finland,
presented their credentials to
Mr. Putin.

Kremlin officials said Mr. Pu-

tin was particularly happy with
the substance and atmospher-
ics of his third visit to India in
December.

They stressed that he had de-
veloped good personal chemis-
try with the new Indian
leadership and was deeply
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moved by the genuine warmth
and regard showed to him dur-
ing his stay in India.

Mr. Putin spent appreciably
more time chatting informally
over a glass of Champaign with
the Indian Ambassador than
with any of the other envoys af-
ter the official ceremony for
presentation of credentials in
the Kremlin's empirically-deco-
rated Alexandrovsky Hall.

Energy cooperation

It is understood that Mr. Pu-
tin and Mr. Sibal discussed en-
cooperation and
expeditious implementation of
the decisions taken at the New
Delhi summit.

Mr. Putin also congratulated
Mr. Sibal on the successful first
test-launch of the land version
of the Indo-Russian BrahMos
cruise missile earlier this week.

Speaking at the ceremony, he
criticised “double standards” in
foreign policy. “We regard the
policy based on ideological ster-
eotypes (and) the inertia of on
block-based approaches and
double standards as counter-
productive,” Mr. Putin said.
“Historical experience shows
that such a policy has a most
negative effect on the global
system of international rela-
tions and the situation in sep-
arate countries.”
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of Indo-Russian relations

today is, perhaps, the up-
gradation of bilateral economic
and trade relations, which fails
to reflect the potential that exists
and is a major challenge that the
two countries need to address on
a priority basis. In fact, the trade
between the countries has
declined in the last three years
and should be enhanced from its
paltry level of just about over $2
billion. In order to address this
problem, Russia has not only
been trying to woo Indian inves-
tors but has also agreed to use
the amount that India owes it as
debt from the past to fund joint
ventures in the fields of tele-
communications, aluminium,
and information technology.

The most challenging aspect

)
ri Common stand

During his recent visit to
India, Putin spent a lot of time
meeting the head honchos of the
information technology sector
and sent a clear message about
improving Indo-Russian econo-
mic ties. But clearly Russia
needs to do much more, espe-
cially with regard to its financial
and banking arrangements.
Energy being the life-line of
modern economies around the
world, it was heartening to note
India and Russia going in for
greater cooperation in the ener-
gy sector by focusing on joint
explorations and joint invest-
ments.

However, on various regional
and global issues, India and
Russia find themselves on the
same side. Both have made their
position clear against what they
see as unilateral tendencies in
the US foreign policy and would
like to see the UN as the proper
forum for dealing with issues of
international peace and security.
Russia has also supported In-
dia’s candidature for the per-
manent membership of the UN
Security Council with a veto.
Their geopolitical and security
interests in the Central Asian
region are also compatible in so
far as religious extremism, terro-
rism, drug trafficking, smuggling
in small arms and organized
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crime, emanating largely from
Central Asia, threaten both
India and Russia equally.

On the current global hot-but-
ton issues of Iraq, Afghanistan,
and West Asia, India and Russia
have much in common in their
outlook. Therefore, on the face
of it, there seems to be no reason
to doubt that the Indo-Russian
cooperation is steadily progre-

tionship hardly inspires any
confidence as their bilateral
trade shows persistent decline
for the last three years.
Moreover, the momentum of
Indo-Russian economic coope-
ration seems to be slackening on
such crucial issues as civilian
nuclear energy and other aspects
of energy security as various
opportunities in energy security

ssing on the basis of shared long-
term national and geopolitical
interests of two countries and
common stand on key global and
regional problems.

Weak wicket

However, a closer examina-
tion of Indo-Russian bilateral
ties does not present a very
optimistic and promising picture
despite all the hype and hoopla
surrounding it. In bilateral
terms, it is the nature and con-
tent of Indo-Russian economic
and trade relations that would
ultimately constitute the foun-
dation and give substance to any
so-called strategic partnership.
However, despite sharing an
extraordinary defence relation-
ship, Indo-Russian trade rela-
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cooperation remain still' unex-
ploited. The success or other-
wise of strategic partnership in
future would be decided by the
progress in trade and economic
relations between the two nati-
ons. And as of now it seems to be
on a rather weak wicket. And
even the bilateral defence rela-
tionship is bound to come under
pressure in the not too distant
future as India adjusts to the
changing nature of modern

-warfare and shifts its defence

priorities to the purchase of
smart weaponry, which Russia is
ill-equipped to provide.
Already, India’s increasing
defence ties with Israel and the
gradual opening of the US arms
market for India has made
Russia relatively less exciting for
India. The recent US offer to

India of F-16s, the Patriot anti-
missile system, C-130 stretched
medium lift transport aircraft,
and P-3C Orion maritime sur-
veillance plans may only be a
reflection of what is still to
come.

India should also be sensitive
to the fact that Russia also en-
joys an excellent defence rela-
tionship with China. It is the
largest supplier of defence
equipment to China with the
result that the modernisation of
Chinese military owes a lot to
Russian supplies. Not only is this
of direct strategic consequence
for Indian security but it also
creates a cascading effect where-
by Russian military technology
and know-how gets transferred
to Pakistan via China. There-
fore. the prospects of Indo-
Russian defence and political
cooperation need to be assessed
by India in the light of Russia’s
defence supplies and coopera-
tion arrangements with China.

US centrality

Finally, despite all the rhetoric
of a multipolar world order,
Russia and China are both aware
that cultivating close ties with
the US serves their interests and
there is no replacing the global
supremacy of the US at least in
the near future. Putin’s close
relationship with Bush is well-
known, despite recent attempts
by Russia to exert its influence in
its “near abroad”. Indo-US rela-
tions are also evolving at a rapid
rate and India would not like to
jeopardize this upward trajecto-
ry, despite the whining from the
Left parties. This centrality of
the US in the foreign policies of
Russia and India will also shape
the Indo-Russian ties in the
coming years.

It is through these contending
forces that Russia and India will
have to navigate their relati-
onship in the coming years.
Rather than giving in to any sort
of hyperbole, both nations
should make a serious effort at
strengthening their bilateral

relat’ Jop further by focusing
on e’ 1" Ay arade ties.

L wcluded)
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he present international
Tsystem i1s defined by the

phenomenal power that the
United States enjoys relative to
any other state in the system.
This is so unprecedented in glo-
bal politics that even Paul Ken-
nedy, once a leading proponent
of the theory of US decline, had
to concede after the Afghan war
that never before in history has
such a disparity of power ever
existed like the one between the
US and the rest of major powers
today.

Reactions

This is evoking different kinds
of reactions from other major
states in the system. While some
states like France and Germany
seem to be using international
institutions and diplomatic
manoeuvring to make it more
difficult for the US to use its
overwhelming power (with littie
visible effect so far), others like
Russia and China are trying to
forge closer ties with countries
that share their worldview in the
name of a “multipolar” world
order. It is in this respect that
one should view attempts by
Russia, China and India to forge
closer ties among themselves
and even talk of a “strategic
triangle” among the three.
Though bilateral cooperation
among the three nations has
indeed increased in recent times,
using “strategic triangle” or any
other fancy phraseology to des-
cribe this relationship is nothing
more than mere hyperbole.

Russian President Viadimir
Putin’s recent visit to India was a
further consolidation of ties
between two old friends. There
are few examples of a relation-
ship between countries that has

stable as the one bet-

been
Mdia and Russia. Despite

The author is a research fellow at the
University of Notre Dame, Indiana
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the momentous changes in the
international environment after
the end of the Cold War, there
remains a continued converg-
ence of interests that makes it
advantageous for both, India
and Russia, to maintain close
ties. Barring a fleeting hiccup in
Boris Yeltsin’s term as Russia’s

President, New Dethi and Mos-
cow have been extraordinarily
successful in nurturing a friction-
free relationship that harks back
to the Soviet era.

Summit meeting

This was the fifth summit
meeting between the Russian
President and the Indian Prime
Minister in little more than three
years. This is in sharp contrast to
the erratic ties India had with
Russia when Yeltsin was at the
helm. While maintaining a conti-
nuity in ensuring a substantive
and incremental pattern of rela-
tions with the US and Western
Europe, Putin has revived equa-
tions with other major Asian
nations like China, Japan, and
India.

In their own ways, both India
and Russia are struggling to
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define their relations with other
major players on the global stage
in a post-9/11 global context,
where the rules of international
politics are in a state of flux and
where the terms of the economic
interaction between nations are
being re-set. Therefore, their
continued affirmation of a long-

standing friendship assumes
more than just a symbolic impor-
tance. There is a real converg-
ence of perspectives on issues as
wide-ranging as the promotion
of multi-polarity in global poli-
tics, the phenomenon of terror-
ism, nuclear proliferation, and
security issues facing South,
Central and West Asia.

During Putin’s last visit to In-
dia in December 2002, India was
able to receive Russian support
on its position on Pakistan with
Russia calling upon Pakistan to
end its support for cross-border
terrorism. The Russian endorse-
ment of the Indian position on
terrorism and Pakistan reflected
the Russian desire to maintain
the traditional goodwill in rela-
tions by politically genuflecting
to India’s deepest security con-
cerns. This is in sharp contrast to

the US effectively glossing ovér
India’s major security concerns
with respect to Pakistan spon-
sored terrorism in India.

The most important element
of Indo-Russian bilateral rela-
tions is, perhaps, the defence ties
between the two countries. Not
only is Russia the biggest sup-
plier of defence products to
India but the India-Russia def-
ence relationship also encom-
passes a wide-range of activity
including joint research, design,
development and co-production.

Defence supplies

Russia has agreed to further
expand defence supplies ties
with India, both in content and
range, and has also agreed to
give his nod to cooperation in
sophisticated spheres of techno-
logy about which the US and
other Western nations have
seemed reticent. This includes
technology related to the peace-
ful uses of space and atomic
energy and the supply of the fifth
generation of advance fighter
aircraft and a whole range of
military equipment. Indian and
Russian defence companies are
not only designing and deve-
loping but will also be jointly
marketing the anti-ship missile,
Brahmos, in other countries.

Russia has also made a propo-
sal to India to jointly develop a
next generation Advanced Jet
Train®rwith an eyg on the global
market. India and Russia have
also decided to enhance cooper-
ation in the use of outer space
for peaceful purposes. This is
significant because of recent
American penchant for the mili-
tarisation of space. The Russian
and Indian navies have been
holding joint war games in the
Indian Ocean annually as part of
joint efforts to strengthen secu-
rity in the region.

(To be concluded)
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President Putin’s visit to India did not depart
significantly from the usual Indo-Russian script: smiles,
defence deals and hardball beneath the apparent
bonhomie. On defence there were the usual agreements
on sales of military hardware, talk of joint export to third
countries, and customary obeisance paid to BrahMos, a
supersonic cruise missile supposed to be under joint
development. Moscow did ask Delhi to sign on to
intellectual property rights for its military technology, and
Delhi complied.

This suggests that Moscow is concerned that India could
use Russian technology to make weapons and sell them
elsewhere — in other words, it means the same type of
“leakage” concerns that crop up in Indo-US ties. The
Russian President is clearly a man of reaipolitik; the Volga
and the Ganga do not flow in sync as much as they did
during the Cold War.

The same was evident in Putin’s comments on veto
power for India in an expanded Security Council, aithough
he sought to revise the import of what he said and put
down to errors in translation. What Putin had said earlier
was that he did not support the erosion of the Russian
veto, or that the UN should turn into an ineffectual
discussion club like the League of Nations. If the Security
Council is expanded it is not just India who will benefit,
there will be other players like Germany, Japan, Brazil,
South Africa.

If everyone gets a veto, then it is likely that the UN
Security Council will become, indeed, a talking shop, and
little business will ever be concluded. The only solution for
effective decision-making is erosion of the veto power
itself to which Putin, as much as the United States (or, for
that matter, other members of the P-5) will stand firmly
opposed. Whatever the Russian President might say to
mollify New Delhi, this logic stands, and it is likely that he
may have advised the Indian government to accept
permanent membership without vetoes, as the kind of
reform that won’t upset the applecart too much and,
therefore, it will certainly have a chance of being
acceptable. :

Where Putin’s visit to India this time did break new
ground was the attention that was turned to economic
matters, the neglected part of India’s relationship with
Russia. Russia has considerable depth of scientific talent,
and just like India its scientists and engineers are used to
work for low wages. Besides Russia has a large domestic
software market. There is considerable scope for IT
collaboration here, and Putin’s visit to Bangalore should
give it a boost. B

There was a definite sign of forward movement on
energy deals, eliminating the rupee-rouble debt, and
easing visas for Indian businessmen in Russia. Trade in
civilian goods with old friend Russia is rock-bottom -
currently only one-third of that with new friend China.
Given that relationships today are economics-driven, it is
this aspect that needs to be addressed by Delhi and
Moscow.
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By Amit B and
R. Ramachandran

NEW DELHI, DEC. 5. Russia, which
provided 50 tonnes of enriched
uranium to keep the Tarapur
nuclear power plant going in
2001, has expressed its inability
to supply much-needed nuclear
fuel again for the plant.

Speaking to The Hindu in
New Dethi, Alexander Yuryevich
Rumyantsev, Director of the
Russian Federal Atomic Energy
Agency, pointed out that Russia
was bound by the guidelines of
the Nuclear Suppliers Group
(NSG), which prevented it from
providing the fuel.

He scotched speculation that
Russia would be providing two
additional 1,000 MW reactors
for the Koodankulam nuclear
plant that is under construc-
tion. Again, Mr. Rumyantsev
said, it was Russia’'s NSG com-
mitments that kept it from ex-
panding nuclear cooperation
with India.

On Tarapur, when reminded
that the Russian side was able to
supply fuel for the nuclear plant
in 2001, despite the fact that it
was bound by NSG guidelines,
he said it was provided for
“safety” reasons — in an ex-
treme case — and could not
form part of “usual coopera-
tion.”

And what was the extreme
case then? “India at that time
had no fuel. This was the ex-
treme case,” he replied. “You
know there was a very negative
reaction from the NSG.”

Mr. Rumyantsev indicated
that the 2001 action was part of
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an understanding with the NSG
that fuel would not be supplied
again. Mr. Rumyantsev was
aware that even now Tarapur
was encountering the same
problem it faced in 2001. “Yes, I
know. This is the pain of my
soul. But what can we do?”

He stated categorically that
more enriched uranium would
not be coming to India from
Russia for Tarapur. According
to him, 50 tonnes of enriched
uranium were required to keep
the power plant going.

Asked what was the response
to Russia’s 2000 proposal to al-
low India to enter the NSG as a
nuclear weapons’ state or an as-
sociate member, Mr. Rumyant-
sev answered that the Group
came up with a very negative re-
sponse.

Although India created its
own nuclear weapons, Russia
was following its international
obligations. “But, I am sure this
question will be solved — India
will be a member of the nuclear
club.” If India were to bring all
its nuclear facilities under the
safeguards regime of the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), that is, accept full-scope
safeguards, “it will be all right,”
Mr. Rumyantsev said. “But, you
know, India cannot show all fa-
cilities,” he added.

A.Q. Khan case

Describing the A.Q. Khan-led
smuggling ring as a “nuclear
black market,” Mr. Rumyantsev,
however, said Dr. Khan was “no
longer active.” He said intelli-
gence officers of several coun-
tries were involved in shutting

v

down the Khan operation.

Pointing out that the Khan
ring was a violation of the nu-
clear non-proliferation treaty
(NPT), he said the Russian reac-
tion to this was extremely nega-
tive. “In reality, this is a black_
market of nuclear technology
and, most probably, nuclear
materials.”

He stressed that Moscow was
critical of the actions of Pakis-
tan. “You know that [the] Pakis-
tani Government took some
action against Dr. Khan and
stopped this activity and prolif-
eration of centrifuge ma-
chines.”

Proliferation cases

Asked about the “different”
responses to nuclear prolifera-
tion charges relating to North
Korea, Libya, Pakistan, and
Iran, the Director, who came to
India as part of the Russian
President, Vladmir Putin’s dele-
gation, agreed that there were
“hot questions” in North Korea
and Libya.

“I did not notice any weap-
ons’ programme in Iran. I know
Iranian facilities and we are
building a nuclear power plant
lin that countryl. We are ac-
quainted with the facilities of
Iranian nuclear industry. We
did not see the ... fingerprints of
the nuclear programme.”

Mr. Rumyantsev said the NPT
was a formal document and “we
have no right to decide in our
mind that this country is good
and this country is bad.” The
NPT rules are valid for all coun-
tries.
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RUSSIAN PRESIDENT Vladimir
Putin asserted the need for New
Delhi and Moscow working togeth-
er on innovative technologies as he
visited the Infosys headquarters
here today.

During an hour-long-visit, ac-
companied by a business delega-
tion and media personnel from
Russia, Putin met the senior man-
agement of the company and ad-
dressed the employees. Putin was
taken around the campus at Elec-
tronics City on the city outskirts
and provided an overview on the IT
industry and the company by Infos-
ys managing director and CEO,
Nandan M. Nilekani.

In his address to Infosys employ-
ees, Putin emphasised the need for
India and Russia to work together
on innovative technologies, a state-
ment issued by the company said.

Welcoming Putin, Infosys chair-
man and chief mentor N.R Nar-
ayana Murthy said his visit was an
affirmation of the special relation-
ship between the two countries.

Observing that the two countries
had already successfully leveraged
each other’s strengths across vari-
ous industry sectors, he said there
were avenues that remained unex-
plored. “As our bilateral relations
expand in scope and depth, surely,
Information Technology will be
one of the areas in which both
countries can collaborate for talent
and knowledge,” he said.

On Friday, Russia and India had
agreed to set up a working group to
draw up an inter-governmental
agreement on IT. Putin had pitched
for stepping up Indo-Russian coop-
eration in IT.

Meanwhile, India’s Ambas-
sador to Russia Kanwal Sibal said
today, Russian President’s visit to
India’s infotech hub had sent a
strong signal of Moscow’s willing-
ness to seriously engage India in
improving the bilateral economic
relations in the frontier sector.

“Putin, through his visit, has
sent a powerful signal of Russia’s
willingness to seriously engage
India in developing our economi-
cal relations in the frontier sec-
tor,” Sibal told reporters, soon af-
ter Putin wound up his three-day
visit to India.
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Infosys chairman N.R. Narayana Murthy (left) with Russian President Vladimir Putin in Bangalore on Sunday.

HAL aircraft wows Prez

Agencies
Bangalore, December 5

SITTING ON the edge of his seat,
Russian President Vladimir Putin
today watched with awe as the
home grown Tejas, the Light Com-
bat Aircraft, swivelled and rolled
to display India’s prowess in
building a supersonic fighter.
Piloted by Gp Capt. Rakesh
Bhadhuria, the technology dem-
onstrator (TD-2) of Tejas im-
pressed the Russians with its ma-
noeuvres in the brief sortie, or-
ganised by India’s state-owned air-
craft maker Hindustan Aeronau-
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tics Ltd (HAL) to show the coun-
try’s strength in this hi-tech area.

“We explained to Putin on the
cooperation between India and
Russia in producing the Sukhoi-30
MKI, one of world’s most advanced
fighters, but also to show the very
high capabilities of design and de-
velopment of fighter aircraft in In-
dia,” HAL chairman Ashok K.
Baweja told after Putin saw the
flight display of LCA, the Interme-
diate Jet Trainer and Dhruv, the
Advanced Light Helicopter.

The IJT, undergoing flight trials
with a French Larzac engine, will
eventually be powered with a Russ-

Us

ian engine being built by Lyulka
NPS Saturn, which also showed on
HAL's design capabilities.

With an ability to carry over
1,000 kg of armament, the IJT,
flown by Sq. Ldr Baldev Singh,
went on a roll saluting Putin and
the assembled team, while a fan-
tastic display by Dhruv left every-
one impressed with India’s deter-
mined focus on building aircraft
that is agile, light and impressive.

Putin, Baweja said, eagerly ob-
served the details of the three air-
craft in the static display, besides
the Su-30MKI, built at the M~-hil-
unit of HAL.
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RUSSIA AND INDIA used the opportunity pre-
sented by Pregident Vladimir Putin’s visit to
sort out differences that could have damaged
the time-tested and healthy relations between
them. It is perhaps a reflection of the warm
feelings the peoples of the two countries have
towards each other that these irritants went
Jargely unnoticed. In addressing these griev-
ances, Mr. Putin and Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh added strength to a partnership that
can make a significant contribution in the in-
ternational arena. Needless to say, the correc-
tive measures must be implemented with
sincerity. An objective study of the record sug-
gests that India will need to put in greater effort
to meet the grade. Apart from the specific is-
sues, there is the question of according equi-
table treatment to a friendly power that has
delivered unfailingly wherever it mattered. In-
dia has apparently dealt with Russia’s concerns
in a non-serious fashion even as it responded
promptly to similar demands from the United
States. Proposals made by Moscow for an ac-
cord to protect intellectual property rights re-
lating to high-technology weapons, and for
joint military exercises were shelved for an un-
conscionably long period. New Delhi has now
promised to cooperate wholeheartedly in the
effort to draw up a defence secrecy agreement
so that it can be signed by the middle of 2005,
and the special forces of the two countries will
calty out joint exercises.

As for the programme for the joint devel-
opment of the world class supersonic BrahMos
cruise missile, India and Russia made a strate-
gic shift from the buyer-seller equation that
had characterised their relationship in the field
of defence. They have now agreed to explore
the scope for upgrading their economic rela-
tions in similar fashion so that the steep decline
in bilateral trade can be reversed. The two

n/FRIENDSHIP REAFFIRMED

countries have indicated that they would try to
use the joint venture set up to develop an oil
field in the Sakhalin peninsula as the template
for such enterprises in the territories. they con-
trol as well as in third countries. India has also
promised that it would treat Russia as a market
economy and support its efforts to join the
World Trade Organisation. These promises
might go some way in satisfying a partner that is
not happy about the large number of anti-
dumping investigations instituted in respect of
its exports to India. For its part, Moscow has
agreed to strengthen the mechanisms to ensure
that production schedules for military equip-
ment are met and after-sales support is provid-
ed. The two countries resolved the differences
over India’s practice of sourcing Russian-pat-
ented spare parts from third countries by arriv-
ing at a sensible compromise. Russia is to set up
maintenance and overhauling facilities on Indi-
an territory.

India will be gratified that President Putin
expressed his support for its bid to join the
United Nations Security Council as a perma-
nent member with veto powers. However, this
endorsement cannot be counted as a decisive
breakthrough. The high-powered panel consti-
tuted to consider reforms of the U.N. system
recently submitted its report to the Secretary-
General, Kofi Annan. The panel has not recom-
mended an expansion of the veto-wielding
membership of the Security Council and has
instead proposed the creation of a new category
of permanent members. While India should
continue to press for U. N. reforms, it must not
ignore the broader diplomatic endeavour that
could help in the creation of a more egalitarian
global order. Above all, New Delhi must not
waver in its efforts to expand and strengthen
relations with Russia, China, and other powers
that stand for a multi-polar world./ -
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~ India should have
erto power: Putin

Q\Q By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, DEC. 4. Russia wants
India to enter the United Na-
tions Security Council in the
permanent category with veto
power, the Russian President,
Vladimir Putin, said here today
before leaving for Bangalore on
the second leg of his three-day
visit to India.

Mr, Putin, who gave a nu-
anced response yesterday to a
question on whether or not
Russia supported India’s entry
on a par with the existing five
members of the Council, gave a
direct answer today.

Referring to the “absolutely
incorrect” interpretation of his
remarks by some newspapers,
Mr. Putin said: “I saw what the
Indian press is saying about this
this remarks on the veto issue
on Friday]. All decisions to re-
form the U.N. Security Council
should be taken by consensus

Explammg his personal stand
on the issue, Mr. Putin, who met
the Vice-President, Bhairon
Singh Shekhawat, the Defence
Minister, Pranab Mukherjee,
and the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, L.K. Advani, said: “1 am
convinced that India should
have veto power, otherwise it
will be a one-sided reform of the
United Nations.”

Speaking to the press after in-
augurating the BrahMos office
complex at the Delhi canton-
ment, Mr. Putin pointed to “an-
other factor” if future
permanent members of the Se-
curity Council were not given
the veto, the next step would be
the abolition of the power itself.

In his view, the absence of
this power would undermine
the U.N.’s credibility. “1 would
like to reiterate that all these de-
cisions should be taken on the
basis of consensus,” he said.

an/

Earher, the External Affairs
Ministry spokesman said that
Mr. Putin at meetings with Mr.
Shekhawat and Mr. Advani,
“categorically rejected the inter-
pretation given by some news-
paper reports on his remarks
yesterday about veto powers in
an expanded Security Council.”

M. Putin said he had empha-
sised the need to retain the in-
strument of veto as a means of
ensuring the effectiveness of the
Council.

The spokesman said that in
extending full support to India's
candidature, Mr. Putin felt that
India as a new member should
have the full rights of perma-
nent membership, including
the right of veto.

“If India achieves a perma-
nent seat in the Security Coun-
cil, it cannot be a permanent
member of a second rank,” he
quoted Mr, Putin as saying.

See also Page 8



New Delhi: In an apparent dam-
age-control exercise, Russian
President Vladimir Putin on Sat-
urday said he favoured veto
rights for India as a new perma-
nent member of the UN Security
Council.

“If the issue of expanding per-
manent members of the UN Se-
curity Council is resolved, my
view is that they all should be
given veto rights,” Putin was
quoted as saying by a Russian
news agency. “Otherwise it will
not be a wholesome reform of the
UN, the initial aim of which is to
assign this organisation and its
decisions an effective character,”
Putin, who is on a three-day visit
to India, said.

At a joint press conference
with Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh on Friday Putin had said
that it would be “absolutely un-
acceptable to erode the existing
tools of the UN (on veto powers)
because the UN as an organisa-
tion will lose its weight and its
role, changing into some discus-
sion club.”

Justifying his stand on giving
veto rights to the new permanent
members— among whom he con-
siders India the most deserving
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President Abdul Kalam has a chat with his Russnan counterpan
Vladimir Putin and his wife Lyudmila at the Rashtrapatl Bhavan in
New Dethi on Friday evening

candidate—Putin said depriving
them of such rights could lead to
their abolition as an instrument
of the UN’s effective functioning.

“The loss of such an instrument
(on veto powers) will mean a de-
cline in the influence and signifi-
cance of the UN in the world,”

THE TIMES oF INDIA
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Putin said. External affairs min-
istry spokesman Navtej Sarna
said the Russian President, in
his meetings on Saturday with
vice president Bhairon Singh
Shekhawat and opposition
leader LK Advani, had “categor-
ically rejected the interpretation
of some newspaper reports on
his remarks about veto powers
in an expanded Security Coun-
cil”. Sarna said Putin had em-
phasised the need to retain the
instrument of veto as a means of
ensuring the effectiveness of the
UN Security Council.

“In extending full support to
India’s candidature, Putin felt
that India, as a new member,
should have the full rights of
permanent membership, in-
cluding the right of veto,” he
said, adding that the Russian
President had said that if India
does get a permanent seat in
the Security Council it could
not be a permanent member of
“second rank”.

External affairs minister K
Natwar Singh had recently made
it clear in Parliament that per-
manent membership without
veto rights was notacceptable to
India. em /L(l
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- Joint declaration mentions

Sy Soope

NEW DELMI, DEC. 3. India and Rus-
sia today took the unusual step
of referring to their trilateral
cooperation with China in a joint
declaration signed by the Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh and
the Russian President, Vladimir
Putin.

While “joint declarations” are
normally confined to bilateral
dealings, the document said,
“The sides note with satisfaction
that trilateral meetings at the
Foreign Ministers’ level of India,
China and Russia have been tak-
ing place regularly. These meet-
ings have been useful in
promoting understanding and
exploring areas of possible coop-
eration ata trilateral and atanin-
ternational level.”

“The trilateral meetings have
also reflected a strong concern
against terrorism anywhere and
in any form. The sides expressed
their conviction in favour of pro-
gressive increase in trilateral
cooperation, which could also
result in social and economic de-
velopment amongst the three
countries,” it added.

‘Strengthens stability’

Coming out in favour of a
more democratic world order,
based on a multipolar world, the
declaration stressed, “Both sides

0 4 DEC 2004

recognise that their cooperation
strengthens stability in Asia and
the world as a whole.”

Referring to energy as akey ar-
ea of bilateral cooperation, the
two countries said they would
cooperate in the development of
new oil and gas fields and the
means of their transportation in
Russia, India and other coun-
tries. “Both sides agree to en-
courage and assist investments
in the energy sector by Indian
companies in Russia and those
by Russian companies in this
sector in India,” the declaration
said.

Fight against terrorism

On the fight against terrorism,
India and Russia emphasised the
need to give substance and cred-
ibility to.the global fight against
terrorism and avoid selective ap-
proaches and political expedien-
cy.
“Both sides reaffirm that pro-
liferation of weapons of mass de-
struction WMD), their means of
delivery and related materials,
particularly the risk of their fall-
ing into the hands of terrorists
constitutes a threat to interna-
tional peace and security. They
highlighted the need to prevent
terrorists or those who harbour
them from acquiring or develop-
ing WMD, their means of deliv-
ery and related materials,” the

ration with Chinas”"
W |

declaration said. ¢

While calling for a central role
for the United Nations in such
efforts, India and Russia said
they would cooperate bilaterally
as well as through appropriate
multilateral channels towards
this objective.

‘Intra-Iraqi dialogue’

The declaration said, “The
[two] sides express their concern
over continuing violence in Iraq
and stressed the need for an in-
tra-Jraqi  dialogue aimed at
building national consensusona
new Constitution and on restor-
ing stability and security in the
country.

“The sides advocate strict
compliance of the U.N. Security
Council Resolution 1546, partic-
ularly with regard to the interim
timetable of political process
stipulated by it with a view to fa-
cilitating the formation of a new,
demacratic Iraq.

“The sides affirm their contin-
uing interest in contributing fo
the reconstruction efforts in Iraq
and urged a wider degree of in-
ternational consultation in the
ongoing peace efforts. The sides
believe that it would be in the in-
terest of the international com-
munity to testore the efficacy of
multilateral approaches in ad-
dressing situations such as the

warin Iraqg,” the declaration said.

A



" Putin not for diluting veto
powers of U.N. Security Council

@® India, Russia sign joint declara

—— .

~<—~—"“_——/
By Amit Baruah

NEW DELH), DEC. 3. The Russian
President, Vladimir Putin, said
today that there could be no
erosion of the existing “veto
tool” of the United Nations Se-
curity-Council, but emphasised
that Moscow would “show sig-
nificant flexibility” in the proc-
ess of negotiations that might
add permanent members such
as India to the Council.

Mr. Putin, who spoke in the
presence of the Prime Minister,
Manmohan Singh, held de-
tailed discussions with Dr.
Singh and signed a joint decla-
ration on the future trajectory
of bilateral relations. He also
held talks with the President,
APJ. Abdul Kalam, in the
evening.

Cooperation in gas
sector, outer space

Nine agreements, including
an accord for Indian use of the
Russian global satellite naviga-
tion system (Glonass), peaceful
cooperation in outer space and
a strategic cooperation agree-
ment in the gas sector, were
signed between the two coun-
tries. Direct banking relations
between Indian and Russian
entities were also agreed upon.

The Prime Minister said that
India would recognise Russia as
a market economy in anti-
dumping negotiations. It would
work towards the speedy con-
clusion of a bilateral agreement
leading to Russia’s entry into
the World Trade Organisation
(WTO) and also clinch an in-
tellectual property rights (IPR)
agreement to protect defence
technology in the next four
months.

Asked whether Russia would
support India’s entry into the
Security Council with veto pow-
ers 50 as not to create a “second
class” category, Mr. Putin gave
a long reply, leaving some of his
remarks open to interpretation.

Russia backs India’s
candidature

Favouring the reorganisation
of the U.N., Mr. Putin said India
was the largest democracy in
the world and Russia’s “strate-
gic, privileged partner.” India
was “number one” in Russia’s
list to enter the Security Council
in the permanent category. “We

\ believe that it would be abso-
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FOR CLOSER TIES: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh with Russian President Viadimir Putin at Hyderabad House

lutely unacceptable to erode
such existing tools of the U.N.
because otherwise the U.N. or-
ganisation will lose its weight,
lose its role, changing into
some discussion club — some
new edition of the League of
Nations.”

“So, beyond any doubt, there
should be no ... [inaudible} of
the rights of the Security Coun-
cil members. I think that would

-1

4]

in New Delhi on Friday. — Photo: Anu Pushkarna

be a destructive approach. I
would like to underscore that
we nave to show flexibility tak-
ing into account the interests of
all participants in this [Council
expansion] process,” he said.
Russia favoured preserving
the universal character of the
U.N. which was serving as a tool
for the resolution of conflicts.
“We are fully in favour of reor-
ganising the U.N., including an

increase in the number of per-
manent members in the Securi-
ty Council.”

In his opening remarks, Dr.
Singh said that defence cooper-
ation was an “important pillar”
of India-Russia relations, which
had now moved beyond a tradi-
tig buyer-seller equation.
Sifice bilateral trade was below
potential, the joint commission
would address the issue with a

.
Puiin
BANGALORE, DEC. 3. The Russian
President, Vladimir Putin, who
is arriving here tomorrow on a
two-day visit, will witness the
prowess of Dhruv (the Ad-
vanced Light Helicopter), Tejas
(the Light Combat Aircraft) and
the Intermediate Jet Trainer de-
veloped by the Hindustan \ero-
nautics Limited (HAL) on
Sunday.
He will address the industry

’tm

to watch Dhruv

captains of the country at a
joint meeting organised by the
Federation of Indian Chambers
of Commerce and India (FICCI)
and the Confederation of Indi-
an Industry (CII) on Saturday
evening.

Mr. Putin will visit to the In-
dian software export major, In-
fosys " fechnologies, at
Electroni - City on Sunday
morning. 1 le will address a

flight

gathering of Infosys employees.
Mr. Putin will also visit the
HAL, where he would go around
the static display of LCA, ALH
and the IT, besides the Suk-
hoi-30 MKI bought by the Indi-
an Air Force from Russia.
Later, he will witness the
flight capability of the LCA, ALH
and IT. India and Russia are
contemplating to produce an
advanced jet trainer. — UNI

’EWey accords

new sense of urgency.

The Prime Minister said that
he had assured Mr. Putin that
India would support Russia’s
early entry into the WTO and
said they also discussed further
cooperation in the peaceful use
of atomic energy. He was “fully
satisfied” with his discussions,
Dr. Singh said and added that
India was appreciatjve of Mos-
cow’s support to New Delhi on
the issue of Security Council
membership.

Mr. Putin said he was happy'
that the strategic relationship
between the two countries was
not influenced by Ppolitical cir-
cumstances. He was grateful to
Dr. Singh on two counts — for
recognising Russia as a market
economy and for supporting
Russia’s entry into the WTO.

Though he did not give any
details, Mr. Putin said the two
countries had, ~.ow established
a “real mews, Ssm” for cooper-
ation in full-scale space pro-
jects. “It is expanding and
increasing,” he said.

Asked about the early conclu-
sion of the IPR agreement, Mr.
Putin said this was an issue of
interest to both sides. “1 agree
with what has been said,” Mr.
Putin said; echoing the point
made by Dr. Singh that an ac-
cord would be reached in four
months from January 1, 2005.

Joint Declaration: Page .’50‘)



Agencies
New Delhi, December 3

AWARE THAT the global en-
vironment has undergone a
significant transformation,
India and Russia on Friday
signed accords on outer spa-
ce, long-term cooperation in
the field of joint develop-
ment and use of the Russian
Global Navigational Satel-
lite System (GLONASS) for
peaceful purposes.

The two countries signed
four agreements including
one on cooperation in the
field of exploration and use
of outer space for peaceful
purposes and seven MoUs re-
lating to tie ups in banking
and exploration and delivery
of natural gas in Russia, In-
dia and third countries.

The agreement on outer
space and GLONASS was
signed by ISRO chairman G.
Madhavan Nair and direc-
tor, Russian Federal Space
Agency A. Perminowv.

India’s Foreign Secretary
Shyam Sharan inked the de-
al on visa-free travel with
Russian Deputy Foreign Mi-
nister Alexander Alexeev.
Mumbai Municipal Corpo-
ration Mayor Mahadev De-
ole signed an agreement for
cooperation with Valentina
Matvienko, Governor, St Pe-
tersburg.

The two sides agreed to
continue cooperation in nu-
clear energy incorporating
“innovative technologies”
to ensure energy security,
with due regard to their
commitments to non-prolif-
eration norms, a Joint Dec-
laration signed by visiting
Russian President Viadimir
Putin and Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh said.

At a joint press confer-
ence with Singh, Putin fully
backed India’s candidature
for a permanent seat in an
expanded United Nations
Security Council, saying it
was a “deserving and stro-
ng” candidate but did not fa-
vour veto rights for new
members.

Apparently opposing any
dilution of the rights of the
current five permanent me-
mbers, he felt veto for new
members would be a “de-
structive approach.” He, ho-
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Sonia Gandhi with Russian President Vladimir Putin during their meeting in New Delhi on Friday.

wever, felt flexibility has to
be shown taking into accou-
nt the interest of all the par-
ticipants in the process.
Acceding to Moscow’s re-
quest, India assured its full
support for Russia’s early
entry into WTO and prom-
ised to work towards early
conclusion of bilateral ne-
gotiations in this regard.
Observing that bilateral
defence cooperation had go-
ne beyond buyer-seller rela-
tionship, Singh said it now
incorporated joint research,
development and produc-
tion. Acknowledging that
the current volume of bilat-
eral trade was much below
the potential, the two sides
decided intensify coopera-
tion in diversified areas.
Putin termed the discus-
sions as “trustworthy and
very substantial”.
Affirming their resolve to
fight global terrorism, New
Delhi and Moscow stressed
that this has to be long-
term, sustained and com-
prehensive.
On the proliferation of
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be kickstaried inthe state.
- Dispelling fears of in

ce for work on the propo-
sed Greenfield airport in

assured the Prime Minis-

state Cabinet was sched-
iled to meet early next
week to give all the neces:

WMDs and the risk of their
falling into the hands of terr-
orists, the two sides empha-
sised the necessity to addre-
ss the threat on national bas-
is as well as through forwa-
rd-looking, multilateral and
long-term efforts agzinst
them. Voicing concern over
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the continuing violence in Ir-
aq, both sides stressed the
need for an intra-Iraqi dialo-
gue aimed at building nati-
onal consensus on a new con-
stitution and on restoring st-
ability and security in Iraq.
Backing a lasting and
comprehensive settlement

of the Arab-Israeli conflict,
the two countries encoura-
ged resumption of peaceful
negotiations as soon as pos-
sible in accordance with the
roadmap worked by the Qu-
artet of international inter-
mediaries and approved by
the UN Security Council.



~Indo-Russian ties

NEW DELH]I, Dec. 3. — After
what the Prime Minister, Dr
Manmohan Singh, termed a
“very important meeting” that
lasted well beyond the allocated
one hour, India and Russia
today gave a new thrust to their
relations when they signed a
joint declaration emphasising
the strategic nature of the bilat-
eral relationship.

Other than agreeing to collab-
orate against international terr-
orism, and eliminate double
standards in combating the men-
ace, the joint declaration stresses
the need for a new “internatio-

-nal architecture based on a
multi-polar world,” giving pri-
macy to the United Nations.

Giving concrete shape to the
“substantial and new emphasis
on economic relations” outlined
in the joint declaration, signed
by Russian President Mr Vladi-
mir Putin and Dr Singh, 11 other
agreements and MoUs were sig-
ned in their presence at Hydera-
bad House today, to strengthen
bilateral cooperation in the ban-
king, energy, space exploration,
navigation and visa sectors.

At a joint media interaction ,
Dr Singh said India would fully
support Russia’s entry into the
World Trade Organisation and

fulfil the commitment made by

Mr Vajpayee, designating Russia
as a market economy. Mr Putin
thanked India.

The “new dynamics” to the
Indo-Russian relationship was
visible in the assurance by Dr
Singh that the umbrella agree-
ment on Intellectual Property
Rights (IPR) regarding defence
supplies and the patenting of
joint weapons systems would be
“resolved” in the next four
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-on a new high

& R

Dr Manmohan Singh with Mr Viadimir Putin

months (beginning in January).
The resolution would pave the
way for enhanced defence
cooperation, moving away from
a ‘buyer-seller’ relationship to a
joint venture relationship,
encompassing R&D and joint

-projects like the Brahmos.

Mr Putin had a meeting with

" President Dr APJ Abdul Kalam

and discussed matters of bilat-
eral cooperation. The meeting
was followed by a banquet host-
ed by Dr Kalam in honour of
the visiting foreign dignitary.
Russia welcomed Indian firms
bidding for assets of embattled
Russian oil major Yukos, petro-
leum minister Mr Mani
Shankar Aiyar said.

in New Delhi on Friday. — AFP

Putin stand on

India’s veto claim

NEW DELHI, Dec. 3. — Mr Putin
remained non-committal today on

"the issue of prospective new

entrants to the Security Council,
like India, getting the veto. While
describing India as “Number One”
on Moscow’s list of countries
eligible for permanent seats in the
UNSC, Mr Putin said all countries
needed to be “flexible” on the issue
of the UN’s expansion. He said he
was convinced beyond doubt that
there should be no impact on the
rights of the existing members of

the Security Council in the evest of
its expansion. — SNS
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“Kremlin Connectivity

India and R‘y_gsia should move
C\RZ@ from guns to butter 2 \’)/

It’s about time Indo-Russian trade concerns shifte§ from
armaments to goods and services. Both Vladimir Putin
and Manmohan Singh should appreciate that their ti¢s are
trapped in the staleness of the past, confined to MiGs and
BrahMos even as economic possibilities have opened up
like never before. India has evolved over the 90s as a
services powerhouse, even as Russia struggles to redefine
itself as a country of consequence in the post-Cold War
world. With its military apparatus stripped of both
market and hegemonic value, Russia seeks to modernise
and grow as an energy giant. Its economic ties with
India are still governed by a Cold War curiosity called
rupee-rouble trade that should be scrapped at the earliest.
In those days, the rouble was at par with the dollar
and helped dollar-starved India negotiate its military
and other requirements with the world. Today, India
has a stockpile of dollar reserves that would be Russia’s
envy, while the rouble is in a sorry state after the
disintegration of the Soviet Union. While rupee-rouble
rates were renegotiated in the 90s, they still act as a
disincentive for genuine exporters who cannot realise tax
benefits in the absence of hard currency earnings. As a
result, dubious concerns have dominated consumer
goods export to Russia, giving Indian products a bad
reputation in that country.

The rupee-rouble mechanism can be laid to rest only
when the two countries agree on a method to deal
with India’s Rs 15,500 crore debt. The principal sum of
Rs 12,000 crore can be transformed into Russian invest-
ment in India or in that country. For instance, the Indian
Iron and Steel Company should be handed over to the
Russians so that it becomes a running concern. Russia
wants India to help it gain entry into the World Trade
Organisation. But India should drive a hard bargain,
as it stands to gain in oil, diamonds, software and
financial services sectors. India is going the right way by
acquiring oil facilities abroad; Russia, as the largest
non-OPEC producer, must emerge as a major destination.
Russia plans to sell a share of its rough diamonds at a
discount, outside the regular commercial circuit. India,
with the largest diamond polishing enterprise in the
world, should stake a major claim on this share. Russia
has missed the software bus in a decade of turbulence,
for which it would be looking towards India for help. In
sum, the two should connect the Kremlin to Bangalore and
Gurgaon rather than the Army Haq. //B
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India, Russia plan fresh investment

" for developing BrahMos m

By Sandeep Dikshit

NEW DELHI, DEC. 2. A day ahead of
the visit by the Russian Presi-
dent, Vladimir Putin, the De-
fence Ministers of India and
Russia today said they had
ironed out the irritants in their
military ties. Both sides conced-
ed each other's demands and
resolved to evolve their military
partnership from that of a
buyer-seller to active R & D and
joint export of armaments to
third countries.

Speaking at a joint press con-
ference, the Defence Minister,
Pranab Mukherjee, announced
that India had decided to con-
cede Russia’s two-year-old re-
quest for a defence secrecy
agreement that would ensure
that the country receiving high-
end defence technology would
not sell or transfer it to another
country. “The sooner the bet-
ter,” interjected the Russian De-
fence Minister, Sergei lvanov,
when Mr. Mukherjee was asked
about the timeframe within
which the pact would be final-
ised. Mr. Mukherjee said the

first meeting on the draft of the
defence secrecy agreement
would be held in January and
work would be completed in
another four to five months.

‘Comfort letter’

Russia also partly conceded
India’s request for bank guaran-
tees against items ordered from
the Russian military industrial
complex. The Russian Ministry
of Finance will give a “comfort
letter” to New Delhi in place of
bank guarantees. India had
been insisting on such an ar-
rangement because Russian
military factories had some-
times failed to meet the produc-
tion schedule or after sales
agreement. India would have
encashed the bank guarantees
as a sort of penalty in case Rus-
sia reneged on the delivery
schedule. “The letter of comfort
is  adequate,” said Mr.
Mukherjee.

Military exercises

India also addressed Russia’s
grouse of bilateral military exer-
cises not being held despite the

latter enjoying close military
ties with India for several dec-
ades. It was decided today that
Special Forces of both sides
would hold a joint exercise next
year. While India has held sev-
eral army-level exercises with
the United States, it had tended
to ignore Russia despite the
commonality of equipment.
The ice was broken for the first
time when India and Russia
held naval exercises off the east-
ern coast this year.

The two sides also signed
three protocols for fresh invest-
ments (estimated at Rs. 250
crores) for the development of
the BrahMos supersonic cruise
missile. The Russian Govern-
ment plans to issue an executive
order to scale up Russian in-
vestment in the joint venture.
India too has agreed to make
fresh investments in the venture
for making supersonic missiles
with an official range of just un-
der 300 km. The influx of funds
would help produce nearly 400
missiles that will be fitted on
military platforms of both coun-
tries. The two countries also de-

issile

cided to work out
acceptable” conditions{on leas-
ing of long-range (andfpossibly
nuclear-capable) TU-22 bom-
bers. On being asked whether
the discussions covered leasing
of Russian nuclear submarines,
Mr. Ivanov said the two sides
had talked of a package deal
that would involve “appropriate
projects” for the Navy.

Discussion held on the previ-
ous two days saw officials fo-
cussing on the need for steady
supply of spares. Taking note of
complaints by all the three Indi-
an armed services of tardy sup-
plies of spares, Russia agreed to
provide maintenance and over-
hauling facilities in India. In or-
der to ensure economies of
scale, military hardware of
friendly countries could also be
refurbished at these places.

Mr. Mukherjee and Mr. Iva-
nov signed the protocal of the
Indo-Russian Inter-Govern-
mental Commission while dif-
ferent working groups
pertaining to military and tech-
nical cooperation signed two
other protocols.

WA Ala -
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Russia arms .
" ties crac

OUR BUREAUAND
AGENCIES

New Delhi/Moscow, Nov. 30:
Achill threatens to set in betw-
een India and its largest sup-
plier of military hardware,
Russia, even as Russian defen-
ce minister Sergei Ivanov and
Indian defence minister Pran-
ab Mukherjee begin talks that
will last through tomorrow.

Shortly before leaving Mo-
scow, Ivanov said Delhi’s re-
luctance to sign an agreement
on intellectual prop-
erty rights was
making it difficult
for Russia to contin-
ue with its large mil-
itary supplies to
India.

“In our military-
technical cooperati-
on, we have come to
a stage when, with-
out signing of the
agreement on the
protection of intel-
lectual property rig-
hts, we cannot look
ahead,” Ivanov said.
The minister is in
Delhi three days
ahead of Russian
President Vladimir
Putin’s visit. Talks

US in the last two years even
though India’s military coope-
ration with the US is minuscu-
le compared to Russia’s. An es-
timated 65 per cent of India’s
military hardware is of Ru-
ssian or former-USSR origin.

India has signed the Gener:
al Secrecy of Military Infor-
mation Agreement with the
US and also another agree.
ment guaranteeing confiden-
tiality in high-technology co-
operation. India has also given
secrecy guarantees to Israel
on military cooper-
ation.

Despite an ag-
reement not being
signed, Moscow
continued to grant
access to Indian de-
fence officials to
their ports and mili-
tary manufacturing
facilities, it has
been pointed out.

Ivanov, a close
confidant and per-
sonal friend of Pu-
tin and seen by
many as his possi-
ble successor, un-
derscored that the
absence of an agre-
ement on protec-
tion of intellectual

between Prime Min- property rights
ister Manmohan Si- : had become an
ngh and Putin are Pranab, “obstacle” in the
scheduled for De-  Ivanov (below) development  of

cember 3.

Indian defence sources sa-
id the talks at the official level
were on projects that India
had either contracted or was
negotiating but refused to co-
mment on the Russian insis-
tence on signing an intellectu-
al property rights agreement.

Russian representatives at
the official-level talks of the
Indo-Russia Inter-Governme-
ntal Committee on Military-
Technical Cooperation are un-
derstood to have conveyed the-
ir displeasure with Delhi for
not having responded to an
agreement on intellectual pro-
perty rights and secrecy pre-
sented two years ago.

They are particularly mi-
ffed that India has signed two
secrecy agreements with the
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defence coopera-
tion involving cutting-edge
technology.

“It has become something
of an obstacle if we think of
the future. We can fulfil our
previous obligations without
this, but we cannot move
ahead in high-technology co-
operation,” Ivanov said.

“We will not give away
such high technology without
signing an IPR (intellectual
property rights) agreement
for free. India is a priority and
a strategic partner of Russia.
It was also a strategic partner
of Soviet Union, which used to
give many things for free, but
things have changed. Russia is
a different country and there
isaneed for taking cognisance
of this reality,” Ivanov said
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~Ivanov fog;defenéévsec:&ey pact

By Vladimir Radyuhin - j

MOSCOW, Nov. 30. The absence
of a defence secrecy pact be-
tween India and Russia may
hamper further defence coop-
eration, the Russian military
chief said here today.

“We will find it difficult to
move forward in high-end de-
fence technologies without an
agreement on the protection
of intellectual property,” Rus-
sia’s Defence Minister, Sergei
Ivanov, said. “This is becom-
ing something of a problem.”

He said that the Russian
draft of a defence secrecy ac-
cord had been lying with the
Indian side for two years and
New Delhi had not made any
substantive objectives or sug-
gestions.

“We will not hand over
technologies for nothing,” Mr.
Ivanov warned. “Russia is not
the Soviet Union.” .

Speaking to the Indian
media before leaving for New
Delhi to prepare for a visit by
the Russian President, Vladi-
mir Putin, later this week, he
said the two countries would

vy

oon launch cooperation \in

gh-end space technologies
for possible civil and defence
applications.

Advanced technologies

“We are going to embark on
cooperation in advanced tech-
nologies for use in space in
the next few years,” Mr. Iva-
nov said. Asked to clarify
whether this cooperation
would be for peaceful or de-
fence purposes, he said: “Any
purposes, they may be peace-
ful or not so peaceful.”

Interestingly, the Chief of
the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal
S. Krishnaswamy, had said last
year that India had begun de-
veloping space-based weapon
platforms. India and Russia
are expected to sign two space
cooperation accords during
Mr. Putin’s visit on December
3-5.

Mr. Ivanov denied reports
that Chinese F-1 multi-role
fighter planes, equipped with
Russian RD-93 engines, might
be supplied to Pakistan.

“There have been no talks
to supply the engines to Chi-

na,” he said, adding that even
if the engines were supplied,
the combat planes that they
may power would not go to a
third country.

“Before any defence deal is
finalised, we ask the buyer to
sign an end-user certificate
that blocks re-export of hard-
ware with Russian parts to any
other country,” Mr. Ivanov
said, reiterating that no air-
craft with Russian engines
would end up in Pakistan.

Joint exercises

Mr. Ivanov said that a Indo-
Russian joint exercise by air-
borne troops would be held
for the first time in India next
year. Such war games would
be all the more opportune as
India’s airborne troops are
“100 per cent equipped with
Russian arms and hardware.”
Last year, the Indian and Rus-
sian navies held the first-ever
joint manoeuvres in the Indi-
an Ocean. “This adds a new
dimension to our strategic
cooperation,” Mr. Ivanov
stressed.
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MOSCOW AND DELHI

// (f(&? \
Partners Or Rivals In South-East Asia?

ministers of India and
Russia respectively, will for the
first time participate in the
Asean Regional Forum meetings
due on 1 and 2 July. The new-
comers could acknowledge that
© India and Russia have been pur-
. suing similar policies in South-
%ast Asia and they have achieved
similar results. It is probably
time for them to join efforts in
third countries that are new
markets for them.

The Asean Regional Forum is
an annual event designed to
promote cooperation between
the 10 member-states of the
Association of the South East
Asian Nations and other coun-
tries. The forum is expected to
focus on security issues. How-
ever, the participants do not usu-
ally confine themselves to these
issues discussing politics in the
Asia Pacific region in general.

Observers

All countries that play more or
less significant roles in South-
east Asia ranging from the
United States to North Korea
will take part in the Jakarta
forum as Asean Partners in
Dialogue or observers, which is
always the case at ARE forums.
The majority of the Asean mem-
bers’ partners are large and in-
fluential countries. Asean, there-
fore, tries to attract as many of
them as possible so that they
counterbalance each otheér in in-
fluence. This is the Asean
countries’ common political con-
cept. However, some of these big
partners are closer to Asean
than others -— India and Russia,
for example.

Indeed, they can be qualified
as relative newcomers, their
commodity turnover with the
region being ten times as little as
Asean’s turnover with Japan or

atwar Singh and Sergei
NLavrov the new foreign

The author is a political analyst
associated with Ria Novosti

the USA. Yet, these countries’
political affinity to the region is
incomparable to their economic
ties. ‘

Russia is expected to catch up
with India in terms of rela-
tionships with Asean this year.
Russian government_ sources
hint there is talk about a new

negotiating mechanism — Rus-
sia-Asean summits. Indian prime
ministers have been . helding
summit meetings with Asean
leaders since 2002. Mr Lavrov
will probably sign an act marking
Russia’s accession to the princi-
ples of the 1976 Treaty of Amity
and Cooperation in South East
Asia.

Principles

Russia will not ‘thereby join
the association but demonstrate
its approval of the treaty’s poli-
tical principles. China and-India
have to date been the only non-
members that have achieved
such a degree of political affinity
to Asean, which gives them a
chance of joining the treaty.

The political principles in
question take root in Panch-

THE STATESMAN

sheel, also known as Pancha
Shila, the five principles of
peaceful co-existence, the 50th
anniversary of which will be
marked this year. It is not that all
Russian political leaders have a
clear idea of those principles.
Anyway, the Russian govern-
ment apparently adheres to

them in its foreign policy. This
will be reflected in the docu-
ments the ARF is expected to
adopt in Jakarta. The Russian
delegation was one of those who
took active part in drafting the
documents that will address the
problem of the non-proliferation
of weapons of mass destruction
in the region and efforts against
terrorism in transport.

However, the communion of
principles and approaches to
foreign policy is not enough. The
picture of relations between the
great Eurasian power and Asia’s
economic and political centre is
incomplete without economic
cooperation. However, the eco-
nomic aspect of relations bet-
ween Russia and Asean is
somewhat uneven.

Whereas there is a bright

< 1 L M4

outlook for tourist exchang
and Asian students’ study

Russia, the commodity turnov
has reached $2 billion, which is
totally unimpressive figure. Ru
sian weaponry exports to tl
region are rather brisk. The sit
ation is not clear as far as ener,
cooperation goes. Cooperatic
in the hi-tech sector that Russi:
experts have pinned much hoy
on has stalled. South-east Asia
a lucrative market for Russi:
technology. However, hi-te«
projects require time ar
funding. This is similar to what
going on between Russia ar
India in the technology spher
although here Russia and Ind
have achieved greater progress

Business

India is only beginaing to ste
up trade with Asean, and it i
also seen as above all a supplie
of, although different, techno-
logy. Daoes this mean that Russia
and India can promote each
other’s business m South East
Asia that is friendly to both of
them? Can they, for example,
join efforts in the projects for the
development of the Asean poor-
er members in Indochina.

While seeking to promote
their interests in the region, the
two countries can theoretically
complement each other. Russia
has advantages as an exporter of
diverse technologies, whereas
India is closer te Asia in terms of
origin.

An Indian does not look like a
stranger in Bangkok for
example, which was true even
before India adopted its Look
East policy. Russians in Bang-
kok, on the contrary, are imme-
diately attributed to the category
of farangs or total strangers,
usually Caucasians.

There are a lot of lofty words
of friendship and cooperation in
various declarations and com-
muniques issued by Russia and
India. Such words sometimes
have to stand trial.
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May 31. — The Indian Navy is
likely to acquire a Russian nuclear-
submarine in two years with the
final decision on the deal, being
negotiated for the last four years,
having been taken earlier this year.

The Akula class nuclear-pow-
ered submarine is a high-perfor-
mance vessel and having one will
give the Navy an incredible boost,
taking it into the big league. The
Russians have agreed to give India
one of the newly-commissioned N-
submarines for about a decade.

Asked about the acquisition of
the nuclear-submarine, the defe-
nce ministry today declined to co-
mment. High-level defence sour-
ces separately confirmed that the
decision was taken at around the
same time the deal on the Admiral
Gorshkov aircraft carrier, also
acquired from the Russians, early
this year. No announcement was
made and an official said the
Russians wanted India to be quiet
about it.

Initially, the Russians were keen
on giving India an earlier vessel,
but later it was decided that the
Navy would get a newer subma-
rine. The inter-governmental agre-

Tﬁﬁ ST AT{%%{ & m

ement for the Akula was signed
about four years ago. Officials are
tight-lipped about the price of the
lease (a N-submarine cannot be
bought or sold), but according to
sources, the initial offer was for
about Rs 1,700 crore.

For the Russians, the three deals
— for the Gorshkov, the Akula and
the lease on four Tu-22 long-range
reconnaissance aircraft — were in
a sense part of a package. The deal
for the aircraft is yet to through.

India had leased a N-powered
submarine from Russia — the INS
Chakra — in the Eighties, but now
the crew would have to be trained

&’jﬁj
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An Akula class N-submarine. — File photograph

on this vessel. Naval officers are tig-
ht-lipped about training schedules.

In Russia, the Akula-class sub-
marines are called the Bars Class. In
India, it could be called the Project
L. The first Akulas were built in the
mid-Eighties but the newer ones
have a more silent signature, mean-
ing they are more difficult to track
down. India has started work on a
N-submarine in a Larsen and
Toubro yard. They could be ready in
four-five years. The Akula can carry
deadly long-range cruise missiles.
They are accurate and have strate-
gic value. They also have anti-ship
missiles and torpedoes.




Forget traditional ties. India must nurture relations with Russia for mutual benefu

“ Moscow on the line
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LADIMIR PUTIN won a re-

sounding victory in the presi-

dential election in March, con-
solidating his position in power as
well as indicating a continuity in
Russia’s domestic and foreign poli-
cies. Russia has not been fashion-
able in the Indian discourse on in-
ternational relations and strategic
affairs. This phenomenon, however,
should not blind us to the reality
and importance of India’s relations
with Russia. This assertion is par-
ticularly relevant in the context of
Putin having revived the centrality
of India in his Asian policies since
he came to power,

The geo-territorial identity of the
Soviet Union was destroyed. But it
did not diminish the range and con-
tent of India-Russia relations de-
spite the initial hiccups which these
relations had between 1990 and 1993.
Indo-Russian relations maintain a
basic continuity from the accumu-
lated inheritance of relations be-
tveen India and the former Soviet

_aion stretching back to nearly 40
- 2ars after this country gained in-
« ependence. But the Yeltsin era was
a period of exploratory interaction
given the context of the Russian
Federation engaged in structuring
new global equations in the post-
Soviet era.

AWhatever the new orientations in
India’s foreign policy may be in de-
veloping relations with the US and
other important powers, there is a
clear acknowledgement in Delhi of
the importance of Indo-Russian re-
lations based on deep-rooted tradi-
tion and a mutuality of substantive
interests.

v India is a large and long-term
market for Russia’s defence exports
and exports of oil and hydrocar-
bons. Russia has security and trad-
ing interests in the northern reach-
es of the Indian Ocean. A friendly
India straddling the Indian Ocean
rim is — and will be — a strategic
asset to the Russian leadership. Rus-
sia, like India, has a plural civil
society. It is, therefore, concerned
about preserving its multi-dimen-
sional national identity, an interest
which India shares in terms of its
national consolidation. While Rus-
sia has adjusted to its diminished
international stature, it believes
in "the creation of a multi-polar
world order.

. </ Russia has proved to be a reliable
partner in the transfer of sophisti-
cated technologies of use to India- -

By J.N. Dixit

YOU REMEMBER NON-ALIGNMENT? Viadimir Putin and Atal Bihari Vajpayee

despite the expanding restrictive change in terms of reference of

in the Declaration on Strategic
Partnership signed in 2000 during
Putin’s visit to India. During his sec-
ond visit to India in 2002, a further
MoU was signed, creating a joint
Indo-Russian Working Group on
dealing with global challenges. This
is apart from the institutionalised
and regular consultations between
officials of the security councils of
the two countries.

Russia and India have a c&mmgn
approach to drafting an 1nterna
tional anti-terrorism conventjen

- and also a comprehensive conveh-

tion against acts of nuclear terrqr
ism. And this commonality of :
proach has resulted in a close and ef
fective cooperation between India
and Russia at the UN and its reje-
vant specialised agencies.

regimes sought to be imposed on Russia-India military and technical ,;, There are also possibilities of

transfer of such technologies. Rus-  cooperation. During the Sovietera,
sia is not only a large expanding this cooperation was characterised
market for Indian exports acrossthe by a cash-and-carry procedure catal-
board —— from raw materials to fin- ysed through concessional credit
ished products — but is also a mar-  arrangements. A smooth transition
ket for Indian investment and joint has taken place and now, military
collaboration projects. and technological cooperation is
There is also a progressive con- rooted in joint long-term - pro-
cretisation of these interests in bi- grammes of research and develop-
lateral relations. Russia and India ment and joint production projects
have managed the transition from between the military and industrial
economic and technological interac-  organisations of the two countfries.
tion conducted under governmental Transfer of technologies and li-
arrangements to the conduct of cences for the production of sophis-
these relations by private sectors. A ticated mlhtary equipment like t%&
wide range of inter-State and inter- T-90 main battle tank and the L5
departmental agreements have MK-I fighters are examples of this
been put in place over the last four transition. Such cooperation ex-
years in a number of specialised tends to supersonic anti-ship cruise
spheres. These are implemented missileslike the Brahmos.
and monitored by a Russia India in- The purpose of detailing spe¢ifics
ter-governmental commission on of bilateral cooperation is to under-
trade, economics, scientific and - line that Indo-Russian relations are
technological cooperation. substantive. This phenomenen is
Russian companies are now par-  backed up by a broad convergence of
ticipating in the construction of nu-  interests in foreign policy orfenta-
clear and hydel-power plants, high- tions. Russia and India have a
ways, modernisation and construc- shared and uncompromising com-
tion of steel plants, mining, oil and mitment against terrorism in all
gas exploration in the Arabian Sea  forms. The two countries are strong
and the Bay of Bengal, as well as  advocates of reviving the centrality
in the North-eastern states. Russian  of the UN in managing challenges
companies are also involved in alu-  to international peace ang stability
minium production, modernisation and the resolution of conflicts.
of railways, construction of water Though Russia has reservations
desalination plants and subways in  about India’s nuclear weaponisa-
India. The largest foreign invest- tion, both the countries believe that
ment of an Indian company has the disarmament process should be
been made in Russia: ONGGWidésh -eontinued toachEeve Hotaisormi: |
Limited has invésted $ 17% Bill i6n tot™ "’hatory and éﬁﬁﬂaﬁe “Hrranpernents”
the development of oil and gas sup- in the management of their nuclear
plies at the Sakhalin-I Project in the  weaponisation; These joint orienta-
Russian tar east. tions towards significant interna-
~/There has been 2 qualitative tional issues have found expression
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structuring equations between In-
dia, China, Russia and Iran, to
strengthen regional security arra-
ngements and to augment economic
cooperation Negotiation? on specif-
ic projects are in the pipeline for
such cooperation with positive po-
tentialities.

One Cassandra-like question re-
mains: since Russia is no longer a
Great Power and it has its own in-
terests and resulting equations with
China and the United States, what is
theneed for India to continue giving
Zimportance to relations with Rus-
sia? Leaving aside the convergence
of interests and attitudes described
above, the fundamental reality is
that though Russia may have lost
its superpower position, it is still a
Great Power in terms of the ingre-
dients of such power. It is territori-
ally large, strategically abutts on
Central Asia, China and Iran — an
area of political, security and eco
nomic interest to India.

Russia is endowed with enor-
mous natural resources, technologi-
cal capacities, trade potential and,
over and above all, a highly talented
reservoir of human resources. It
still is the most important military
power in the world after the US.
Most importantly, Russia perhaps
gives a higher priority to India in
its foreign policy and strategic cal-
culations than the US or other pow-
er centres of the world. It is logical,
. therefore, for India to cultivate and
‘aurture relationship with Russia
in the contexf of historical experi-
ence, current policy orientations,
tangible mutuality of interests and
mutual benefits.
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“India, Russia to
discuss terrorism

By Vladimir Radyuhin .

moscow, APRIL\é. The security situation in Afghan-
istan and Cengral Asia will be high on the agenda of
the high-level \ndia-Russia consultations on terror-
ism in Delhi this week.

This issue “gains special importance in the light of
the recent terrorist attacks in Uzbekistan,” said Mr.
Anatoly Safonov, Deputy Foreign Minister of Russia.

At least 22 persons were killed and dozens wound-
ed in a series of bomb attacks in Uzbekistan last
week. The Uzbek authorities blamed the attacks on
radical Islamists linked to the Al-Qaeda.

Mr. Safonov will arrive in Delhi on Wednesday at
the head of an inter-agency Russian delegation for an
annual session of the ‘India-Russia Working Group
for Countering International Terrorism.” Apart from
Central Asia and Afghanistan the group will also dis-
cuss South Asia, Iraq and West Asia.

Mr. Safonov described the resumed political dia-
logue and other links between India and Pakistan, as
' well as the recent SAARC summit, as “very significant
positive shifts” that pave the way to reducing the
terrorist threat in the region.

“It is important to use this unique opportunity to
resolve the problems between India and Pakistan,”
Mr. Safonov told The Hindu before leaving Moscow
for Delhi. India had the political will necessary to
achieve full normalisation, and Pakistan had also tak-
en “some important steps” along this road as reflect-
ed by reports on declining infiltration of terrorists
into Jammu and Kashmir.

“At the same time we believe that Pakistan must
continue to take further measures to stop infiltration
of terrorists across the LoC and eliminate the entire
terrorist infrastructure on the territory under its con-
trol,” said the Russian Minister, who, in February,
was in Islamabad for a meeting of the Russia-Pakis-
tan working group on terrorism.

Mr. Safonov arrives in Delhi less than a week after
attending a Russia-United States working group
meet in Washington on new threats and challenges
as the co-chairman of a sub-group on weapons of
mass destruction. Russia was “actively discussing”
possible multilateral action to combat terrorism with
India, China and the United States.

“This problem is taken up at annual trilateral
meetings of the Foreign Ministers of Russia, India
and China on the sidelines of the United Nations
General Assembly in New York,” he said, adding that
the three nations were now discussing possibilities
for interaction at other international fora.

Mr. Safonov voiced concern over the terrorist
threat that still emanates from Afghanistan despite
the U.S.-led anti-terror campaign.

The Russian Minister called for tackling the prob-
lem of drug production in Afghanistan as a key to
solving its other problems.
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KOLKATA, March 29. —
The Russian ambassador
to India, Mr Alexander M
Kadakin, today asked
Indian traders and mer-
chants to be “brave” and
establish links with Russia
following a “new and
matured”  relationship
between the two countries.

He said Russia was
doing a “roaring” business
with China with a yearly
turnover of $20 billion and
$10 billion with Italy but
with India the trade
turnover remains stagnant
for the past three years at

Mr Alexander M Kadakin

$1.5-1.7 billion.

“We call upon your busi-
nessmen to go to Russia
and do not be afraid, you
will reap benefit, before it
is too late,” the ambas-
sador said at a Press con-

ference here. W

He cited examples of
some Indian businessmen
who braved the Russian
mafia at that time and
have reaped benefit at
present. He said at present
hard currency such as the
US dollar or Euro are
used for trade. However,
he said that Indian traders
should focus more on
quality of their products.
For example, consumers in
Russia are reluctant to
accept Darjeeling tea

because of its falling quali-

ty over the years.

Asked about the rupee-
debt policy, Mr Kadakin
said: “It is not possible to

s Indian traders

drink the $2.7 billion
rupee-debt in tea or cof-
fee. So both the countries
have decided to invest this
fund in profitable joint
ventures.”

A sub-committee was
formed to identify the sec-
tors, Mr Kadakin said,
adding “I'm happy that
ties between the two coun-
tries have strengthened
over the past four years of
Mr Viadimir Putin’s
Presidentship and Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee’s
Premiership. Both the
countries have developed
some strategic relation-
ship on Defence, trade,
economics and culture.”




“India-Russia-China triangle
.1 has good prospects’

By Vladimir Radyuhin  ~

moscow, RgB. 21. Trilateral interaction among
Russia, India and China has “very good prospec-
ts,” according to the Indian Ambassador to Rus-
sia, Krishnan Raghunath.

“Moscow, Delhi and Beijing are moving from
non-governmental contacts in a triangular for-
mat to discussing issues of common concern at a
high official level,” he told Itar-Tass news agency
here. "

The meeting of the Foreign Ministers of the
three countries on the sidelines of the United
Nations General Assembly in New York last year
made an important contribution to deepening
trilateral discussion, he said. Another meeting
was being planned in New York for autumn.

The process will “move forward,” Mr. Raghu-
nath said.

The Russian Foreign Minister, Igor Ivanov, told
The Hindu last month that he would host a trilat-
eral meeting with the Foreign Ministers of India
and China here “in the near future.”

According to the Indian envoy “the range of
issues of common concern is broad enough.”

These include “global and regional security, in-
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ternational terrorism and narcotics, proliferation
of weapons of mass destruction and nuclear ma-
terials, as well as multilateral economic partner-
ship in major regional projects.”

This year will see Indo-Russian bilateral ex-
changes, including a series of Minister-level
meetings, to prepare an annual summit.

The External Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha,
plans to visit Russia mid-year ahead of a sched-
uled meeting of the Indo-Russian Intergovern-
mental Commission.

The Minister of Science and Technology, Ma-
nohar Joshi, is to pay a visit shortly to discuss
“further upgrading of cooperation in science and
technology, energy and space.”

Early next month, India and Russia will hold
Foreign Secretaries-level consultations.

“fmportant work lies ahead to implement ma-
jor defence deals signed in recent years, includ-
ing the refit of the Gorshkov aireraft carrier,” Mr.
Raghunath said.

“The Indian Navy will soon take delivery of a
third frigate built by Russia; more projects are in
the pipeline.”




/@ """\THE GORSHKOV PACKAGE e

IT MAY SEEM somhething of an irony that a
29-year-old vessel — which was decommis-
sioned as an aircraft carrier in 1994 — has be-
come the subject of a gargantuan Rs.7,000-crore
defence deal. But the 40,000-tonne Admiral

Gorshkov, that will be refurbished, retrofitted

and delivered to India in 2008, will bear no re-
semblance to the ageing Soviet-era hulk that
has been idly berthed in a Russian shipyard for
a decade. Apart from a complete overhaul, the
aircraft carrier will come with an entire package
of complements, the details of which both India
and Russia have been tight-lipped about. What
is clear though is that the deal includes the
purchase of at least 28 MiG-29Ks, the maritime
equivalent of the fighter aircraft, and six Ka-
mov-31 attack and reconnaissance helicopters.
The Admiral Gorshkov deal has been clinched
after negotiations that lasted a decade, intermi-
nable rounds of haggling over prices and some
sudden hitches that threatened to derail the ac-
quisition recently.

The Indian Navy had been casting about for
an aircraft carrier even before that old war-
horse, the INS Vikrant, was decommissioned in
1997. The serviceability of its only other aircraft
carrier, the ageing INS Viraat, is also unlikely to
extend beyond 2010, and even this was made
possible by a major life-extension refit conduct-
ed in 1999. As things stand, it is not clear when
the project to build an indigenous Air Defence
Ship (read: small aircraft carrier) will see frui-
tion. According to conservative estimates, it will
take at least a decade to put together a fully
operational ADS. Anxiety that the expertise ac-
quired in handling aircraft carriers may be lost if
the Navy waited indefinitely for the ADS was
one of the reasons it pushed hard for the Gorsh-
kov acquisition. Another reason, of course, re-
lates to the Navy’s increasing role as a

“sea-guardian%dia has already
ing sea-lanes and would like to maintain a
strong presence in the Indian Ocean from the
Malacca Straits ‘n the east to Cape Town in the 4
west. While an extra aircraft carrier would help
to maintain a somewhat stronger presence on
both the eastern and western seaboards, India’s
massive naval ambitions are hardly going to be
fulfilled by the addition of the Gorshkov alone.
There has been considerable speculation
about two “side deals” being covertly negotiated
along with the Admiral Gorshkov package, both
of which are probably related to New Delhi’s
ambitions as a nuclear power. India has shown
considerable interest in leasing Akula-II class
nuclear powered submarines from the Russians
as well as four TU-22 long-range bombers. While
both these pieces of hardware are capable of
carrying and delivering nuclear weapons, New |
Delhi appears far more interested in the sub- |
marines. These highly sophisticated machines
are difficult to detect, can remain under water
for extended periods and — in the eyes of some
members of the defence establishment — will
enable India to have an effective sea-based nu-
clear deterrent. Both India and Russia claim that
leasing Akulas would not violate the provisions
of the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT),
which they interpret as covering only nuclear
weapons technology and not nuclear-powered
submarines. Both Governments, however, have
preferred to keep any information related to ne-
gotiations about the Akula-class submarines un-
der strict wraps, aware of its likely repercussions
among Western Governments. According to the
Defence Minister, George Fernandes, the Akula-
class submarines were not even discussed dur-
ing his recent talks with his Russian counterpart,
Sergei Ivanov — a claim that throws absolutely
no additional light on this sensitive subject.




~.Gorshkov ,
deal clear d

Statesman News Servics TIME LINE

NEW DELHI, Jan. 20. — India and
Russia today signed the deal for the
Soviet-era aircraft-carrier,
Admiral Gorshkov, and 16 MiG-29K
aircraft, but there is still silence on
the leasing of Akula-class nuclear
submarines.

India has been looking for the
Gorshkov, a 44,000-tonne carrier for
the past six-seven years and the deal
for it and the planes, four of which
are two-seater trainers, was $1.5 bil-
lion. Two other deals — for the leas-
ing of the Tu-22 long-range aircraft
and the nuclear submarines remains
to be signed.

On the nuclear submarine deal,
defence minister Mr George Fernan-
des said: “We have signed the Gor-
shkov contract and for the MiG-29K
aircraft, Outside of that, there was no
other agreement. There was no occa-
sion to look at the submarine.”

The Russian defence minister, Mr
Sergei Ivanov, didnot mention nu- M 1996 — The Navy, looking for an
clear submarines either but con-  aircraft-carrier, expresses interest
firmed that there have been discus-  in the Admiral Gorshkov
sions about the Tu-22 aircraft. He W 1997 — First offer from the
said other versions of the plane would ~ Russians. Take: it free but pay $1 bil-
participate in the Indo-Russian naval  lion for refurbishing.
exercises in the Arabian Sea in the B 2000-01 — Russians bring down
future. prices to $742 million. India agrees

The Gorshkov, naval officials said, in principle to buy.
will allow the Navy enormous reach 8 2003 — Price negotiations begin in
in the Arabian Sea, Bay of Bengal earnest. Hard bargaining goes on.
and the Indian Ocean. ® 2004 — Deal signed. — SNS
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“0n to the Gorshkov

The Cabinet nod to the aircraft carrier ensures

¥ the conti%W power at sea
’I‘HE Cabinet decisiogl to pr g éd guing strongly in faon/o(f p (l'iding
wi

th the acquisition of an aircraft
carrier for the Navy has not come too
soon. Most experts would argue that
we should have started building an air-
craft carrier more than 15 years ago,
when we bought the last aitcraft car-
rier, the Viraat, second-hand, as an “in-
terim” solution.' Unfortunately, not
only the resource.crunch, but the “Bo-
fors Syndrome” even more so, simply
derailed the process. We need to re-
flect on the realities that have slowed
down defence modernisation for so
long, and which in turn demand of our
fighting men a price far higher than
what they should be paying.

Partly because of the long delays in
taking a decision on a major weapons
system like the Gorshkov, it was in-
evitable that a debate would rage in the
country — both among military profes-
sionals as well as within the strategic
community. This is a welcome devel-
opment since no democracy can afford
to take major decisions concerning its
defence without a level bf informed
public debate. The important point is
that the debate about the Gorshkov
has revolved around two issues. The
first is about the need for a carrier,
while the other is about the cost and
wisdom of buying an old carrier. Yet,

both sides of the debate have beexj ar-
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_ navy atsea. We can easily be

adequate and capable air cove} for the
led by
esoteric arguments for a blue of\brown

waternavy. But we must recognise that-

any country that possesses legitimate
naval interests away from its land, and
can afford it, would need air power in-
tegral to the flect.

Interestingly, the bipartisan Stand-
ing Committee on Defence has been
pressing the government over the years
to ensure that not only should no gap in
the air cover for the Indian Navy be al-
lowed to develop, but the country
should move expeditiously toward en-
suring adequate force levels. The pre-
sent aircraft carrier would soon com-
plete its usable life — numerous refits
and upgrades notwithstanding. The
Gorshkov would be ready to join the
fleet on operational service only by that
point. We need to remember that the
cost factors are related to the systems
that go on board, including two
squadrons of MiG-29 multi-rote combat
aircraft similar to the three squadrons of
MiG-29 operated by the IAE providing a
leve] of inter-operability in operational
and maintenance terms. There is no
point in not getting the best on an aircraft
carrier that is expected to defend the
navy for the next two decades under

highly demanding situations,
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“ India, Russia to
jointly develop
weapon systems

A
Press Trust of India \/( A \\
Moscow, January 18 \0\

ENCOURAGED BY successful cooperation
in developing a "unique" Brahmos cruise
missile for the Navy, India and Russia are
set to move towards developing new
weapon systems jointly from R&D stage to
production.

Russian Defence Minister Sergei Ivanov
said the Indo-Russian accord on the devel-
opment of a fifth generation fighter was
one of such example and that the Gorshkov
deal would be a major defence deal between
India and Russia.

Responding to a question about the grow-

.ing presence of foreign players in the Indi-

* an arms market, Ivanov, talking to Moscow-
based Indian journalists ahead of his India
visit, said Russia was not afraid of losing
its place.

"We had never planned to monopolise the
Indian (arms) market. Depending only on
one source is bad for any armed forces, it
leads to their degradation,” Ivanov said

Russia understands India's desire to get
the best available technology and welcomes
it, and has to compete by offering the best
technology. He said that Moscow was not
averse to ties with third parties while work-
ing on Indian defence orders.

"In one such case Russia has a share with
Israel,” Ivanov said referring to Phalcon
radar deal with Jerusalem.

Referring to the spate of articles in the
Indian media critical of the Russian supply
of spares and contractual problems in Su-
30MKI, Ivanov said all necessary infra-
structure and measures have been taken for
the supply of spares and after-sales service.

Regarding transfer of nuclear technolo-
gy by Pakistan to other countries, Ivanov
said Moscow would closely interact with
New Delhi to prevent the spread of
weapons of mass destruction and their
falling in the wrong hands.

On Saturday, India’s Cabinet Committee
on Security (CCS) discussed the acquisi-
tion of the 44,500-tonne Russian aircraft
carrier, Admiral Gorshkov, for the Navy. |

The Gorshkov deal, reportedly negotiated
at $1.6 billion, is slated to be signed during the
three-day visit of Russian defence minister
Sergei Ivanov to New Delhi starting Monday.
Price negotiations have been concluded.
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