LOOKING AHEAD: 77:c ball of the Indo-Pak pea.ce process s in New Delhi’s court
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PRIV &
OLITICAL LEADERS seldom

concede failure. One has to

look no further than the mess
in Iraq to see this. In a less spectac-
ular way, this is also true of the lead-
ers of Pakistan and India. For be-
hind polite assurances of goodwill
and scheduling of further meetings,
the India-Pakistan peace initiative
is now dead in the water.

The high point of the initiative
was reached when Manmohan
Singh met Pervez Musharraf in
New York in September. Singh as-
sured Musharraf that India would
consider virtually any solution that
didn’t involve a redrawing of bound-
aries in Kashmir. He apparently ex-
plained that a change of boundaries
would amount to a second partition
on religious lines and could upset
the social balance in the country.
Musharraf apparently promised to
get back to him with concrete sug-
gestions. Both emerged looking re-
laxed and relieved.

Since then things have gone steadi-
ly downhill. Prior to Foreign Minis-
ter Khurshid Mahmood Kasuri’s vis-
it in early October, India submitted a
T2-point agenda for confidence-build-
ing. Later, this was pared down to 30
points. Pakistan agreed to examine
the proposals, but has not responded
to them, till this day,

Kasuri's visit also didn’t do much
to unfreeze the deadlock over Kash-
mir. Pakistan Foreign Secretary
Riaz Khokar, whose visit preceded
Kasuri’s by a few days, met Hurriy-
at leaders and others from Kashmir
in Delhi. He briefed Kasuri that
many of them were adamantly op-
posed to the bus link between Srina-
gar and Muzaffarabad since any
such ‘concession’ would reduce
alienation in Kashmir and would,
therefore, strengthen the case for a
settlement based on the status quo.
Khokar was repeating what only
one leader, Ali Shah Geelani, said
and seems to have underplayed the
strong endorsement of the move by
other Hurriyat leaders. But Gee-
lani’s reasoning resonated strongly
among the hawks in Islamabad.

The foreign ministers’ meeting
did, however, lead to a further eas-
ing of visa restrictions, an agree-
ment to increase the number of
crossing points and, perhaps most
promising of all, an agreement by
India in principle to share a gas
pipeline from Iran with Pakistan.
But that was where meaningful
pbrogress stopped, and distrust and
misunderstanding took over.

The first occasion was when
Musharraf floated a trial balloon at
an Iftar party on October 25, that In-
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BY PREM SHANKAR JHA

LET ME SAY THAT AGAIN IN URDU: Manmohan Singh and Musharraf, New York

dia and Pakistan could agree to iden-
tify some disputed parts of the two
Kashmirs, and put them under joint
control or under the UN, This created
ripples of unease in India that com-
pelled Singh to remind Musharraf of
what he had said in New York. But
the Indian reaction was a pale shad-
ow of the storm that broke on
Musharraf’s head in Pakistan. Not
only was his proposal rejected by the
Jamaat-e-Islami and various jehadi
factions in Muzaffarabad, but also
by the Muslim League and other
democratic parties. Not surprisingly,
speaking to Indian journalists in La-
hore, he hardened his stand.

During his visit to India on No-
vember 23-24, Pakistani Prime Min-
ister Shaukat Aziz smoothed ruffled
feathers in New Delhi by making it
clear that he had not come with any
concrete proposals on Kashmir, and
that Musharraf had been speaking
informally to a Pakistani audience
in order to get a feedback. Apart
from Saarc issues, he confined the
larger part of his discussions to pro-
moting closer economic relations
between the two countries.

Inparticular, he made it clear that
Pakistan would welcome Indian
participation in the gas pipeline
project, although it was prepared to
go it alone if India decided to stay
out. This visit, too, produced little
more than an agreement to keep
talking. India warited Pakistan to of-
fer Most Favoured Nation treatment
to Indian exports, in exchange for
participating in the pipeline project.
It later reduced its demand to being
allowed transit access for Indian
goods to Afghanistan through Wa-
gah and Lahore. But Aziz dug his
heels in and insisted that the pipe-
line project had to be a stand-alone
broject, while the other issues were
apart of the composite dialogue.

India and Pakistan have also
failed to come to an agreement on

the opening of the Srinagar-Muzaf-
farabad road. India agreed that
there would be no need for visas and
that an entry permit on a separate
paper would suffice, but insisted
that this should be accompanied by
a passport, as proof of identifica-
tion. It also insisted that the road
should be open to use by non-Kash-
miris from both countries who had
the necessary visas. Pakistan, how-
ever, was adamant that passports
should not be used and that a cer-
tificate from the district magistrate
should suffice as it used to before
1953. It also wants the use of the
road to be limited to Kashmiris.
The final roadblock was hit by the
working group on CBMs in non-nu-
clear security issues on December 15.
Pakistan turned down nine proposals
made by India in June, and raised in-
stead a demand that the two coun-
tries should move towards parity in
mijlitary strength, a move that would
require disbanding nearly half of the
Indian army With this, for the mo-
ment at least, the last vestiges of for-
ward momentum have petered out.
When a process in which the peo-
ple of two countries have invested
a great deal of hope totters, it is cus-
tomary for each side to blame the oth-
er. The present impasse has proved
no exception. Behind a veil of polite
good cheer, the air is thick with accu-
sations of bad faith. Pakistanis re-
main convineed, perhaps more than
ever, that India is only paying lip
service to the idea of~a composite di-
alogue, and that everything its offi-
cials are actually doing is part of an
attempt to isolate Kashmir from oth-
er issues, resolve the latter and there-
by create conditions for an accept-
ance of the status quo in Kashmir,
perhaps with cosmetic changes.
Indian officials are equally con-
vinced that Pakistan is not prepareq
to allow other elements of the com-
posite dialogue to progress until they

have wrested some concrete conces-
sions on Kashmir. They are con-
vinced that Pakistan has decided to
stall the bus route proposal at any
cost. Finally, they justify their insis-
tence upon linking land transit rights
to Afghanistan with the gas pipeline,
because although Pakistan claims it
has given free access to Afghanistan
via Karachi and Quetta, Indian goods
destined for Afghanistan inexplica-
bly take up to eight months to clear
Karachi port. Thus, virtually every-
thing India is sending to Afghanistan
is going through the Persian port of
Bandar Abbas and Herat.

There is an element of truth in all
these allegations. But it’s dwarfed by
each side’s inability, or unwilling-
ness, to understand and accept the
limitations under which the other
must operate. A crucial example was
Delhi’s failure to see Musharraf’s If-
tar proposal through his eyes. From
the Pakistani point of view, his sug-
gestion that a Muslim majority part
of Kashmir could be separated from
the rest, but did not necessarily have
to become part of Pakistan, amount-
ed to a repudiation of the ideological
basis of that nation’s claim to Kash-
mir, that’s the belief that Pakistan
will remain incomplete if the Mus-
lim majority part of Kashmir doesn’t
become a part of it. It's no wonder
that Musharraf was roundly abused
by the Jamaat-e-Islami and other re-
ligious organisations in Pakistan.

By the same token, Pakistani ne-
gotiators find it difficult to under-
stand that it is Delhi’s concern for the
well-being of India’s Muslim popula-
tion that makes it reject any solution
that looks like another religion-based
partition. Had Musharraf been more
sensitive to this, he wouldn’t have
sent up his trial balloon at the Iftar
function, without at least warning
Delhi of his intentions.

This incomprehension apart, the
slow grinding down of negotiations
shows how deeply ingrained is the
mistrust that separates the two
countries. At the level of civil ser-
vants, this should not be surprising
for it is their job to examine every
possible consequence of an action
and guard against it. But this men-
tality effectively precludes making
that leap of imagination or trust
without which deadlocks cannot be
broken. That can only come from the
heads of State. The time has, there-
fore, come for this ‘dialogue’ to move
back to the highest level or govern-
ment. However ineptly he may have
done it, Musharraf made his break
with the past at the Iftar dinner on
October 25. The ball is, therefore, in
Manmohan Singh’s court.
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~ India, Pakistan to have regular
o »military contacts

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, DEC. 28. As part of
conventional confidence build-
ing measures (CBMs), India
and Pakistan have agreed to
promote “regular contact” be-
tween their militaries at the lo-
cal level at designated places.
They would also explore fur-
ther CBMs along the Interna-
tional Boundary and Line of
Control (LoC) and a host of
measures to ameliorate suffer-
ings of civilian prisoners..

A joint statement at the end .

of the two-day Foreign Secre-
tary-level talks contains a clear
message of commitment on
both sides to carry forward the
dialogue process in a bid to
resolve all differences.

It noted the solemn and cat-
egoric assurance contained in
the joint press statement of Ja-
nuary 6, in the wake of meeting
between the Pakistan Presi-
dent, Pervez Musharraf, and
the then Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, on the side-
lines of SAARC and the spirit of
understanding between Gen.
Musharraf and the Prime Min-
ister, Manmohan Singh, in
New York on September 24 on
the sidelines of the United Na-
tions General Assembly.

The Foreign Secretary, Shy-
am Saran, who addressed a
press conference after the sec-
ond round of dialogue, said
that the implementation of the
“fundamental assurance” by
Gen. Musharraf to Mr. Vaj-
payee that the soil of Pakistan

would not allowed to be used
against India for terrorism was
critical to take forward the
process.

At a separate press briefing
Pakistan Foreign Secretary,
Riaz Khokar recalled the un-
derstanding of September
when India and Pakistan had
agreed to explore all possible
options on Kashmir and assert-
ed that full normalisation of

ties with India would only be
possible only after the resolu-
tion of Kashmir.

The joint statement said that
both sides moved forward in
their quest for peace with nar-
rowing differences on draft
agreement on pre-notification
of missile tests and an under-
standing to promote regular
contacts along the LoC and the
International Border.

It described the talks as be-
ing held in “a frank, cordial
and constructive atmosphere.”

The Foreign Secretaries de-
liberated on the issues of peace
and security, including CBMs,
and Jammu and Kashmir.

They also agreed to continue
with the composite dialogue
process and meet in New Delhi
to review the overall progress
in July or August 2005.

Kasuri offers guarantees
on gas line to India

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, DEC. 28. Pakistan has
once again invited India to be
part of the proposed gas pipe-
line, from Iran, traversing
through its landscape.

The Pakistan Foreign Minis-
ter, Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri,
reiterated the offer with prom-
ises of guarantees on the safety
aspects after a meeting with the
visiting Iranian Foreign Minis-
ter, Kamal Kharrazi, this
afternoon.

The proposed pipeline, Iran’s
nuclear stand-off with the Unit-
ed States and the European
Union and bilateral matters
were high on the agenda of Dr.
Kharrazi in the course of his
two-day stay.

The stated position of Pakis-

tan on the pipeline is that it
would go ahead with the pro-
ject whether or not India want-
ed to be on board.

It is immediately not clear as
to why it is not going ahead
with the project as India has
made it known that it could
consider the pipeline only as
part of larger economic rela-
tions with Pakistan. Implied in
the suggestion is the demand
that Pakistan reciprocates the
gesture of the Most Favoured
Nation (MFN) status and nor-
malise trade relations.

Different view

Mr. Kasuri took a different
view vis-a-vis the project.

Appealing to India to serious-
ly consider joining the pipeline
the Minister told The Hindu

“we have collected a lot of bag-
gage. Pakistan's offer to India
on the pipeline is different from
its earlier stand of no trade with
India without resolution of
Kashmir. There is a definite
thought behind it. We believe it
is the interest of India, Pakistan
and Iran that the project be-
comes a reality.”

Option

According to Indian officials,
New Delhi could explore other
options.

One idea being considered is
India paying directly to Iran for
the gas supplied through the
project and leaving the nitty-
gritty of execution of the project
in Pakistan or any other route

to Tehran./ /
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Indla, Pak t to decide on
exypert level talks today

Muhammad Najeeb

-~ secretary (Pakistan) in the external affairs
'ISLAMABAD 27 DECEMBER 1‘;/\ ministry, and Shivshankar Menon, Indian high

nounce the schedule for expert-level talks

to follow up on six subjects on their talks’
agenda for Tuesday, the second day of the for-
eign secretary-level talks that started on Mon-
day morning, officials said.

PAKISTAN and India are likely 10 an-

commissioner in Pakistan.

Pakistani foreign secretary Riaz Khokhar is
heading the Pakistan side that comprises Aziz
Ahmad Khan, the Pakistani high commissioner
in New Delhi, Masood Khan, the foreign office
spokesman, and Jalil Abbas Gillani, the joint sec-
retary in the foreign ministry.

The first round of The  delegates
talks between the went for the lunch
Indian and Pakistani after the meeting in
delegations conclud- the foreign office
ed on Monday noon building, the venue

after both sides dis-
cussed the schedule
for six agenda items,
a senior Indian offi-
cial said.

The two items §
that the foreign sec-
retaries  specifically
dealt with are Kash-
mir as well as peace
and security. The
broader issue of
peace and security
that included nuclear confidence building was
discussed, while the Kashmir issue, at the heart
of the dispute between the countries, would be
discussed, the official stated.

“We discussed the schedule and are close to fi-
nalising the dates for expert level talks on the six
agenda items,” the official said.

Foreign secretary Shyam Saran is leading the
Indian delegation that comprises Arun Singh,

TawkatHoN: Pakistani foreign minister Khurshid Mahmud
Kasuri talks to Indian foreign secretary Shyam Saran in
Islamabad on Monday. — AFP

for the fifth rounds
of secretary-level
talks between the
two sides.

“The talks were
held in a very cor-
dial atmosphere,”
said the Indian offi-
cial requesting
anonymity. Reply-
ing to a question if
there was any good
news for people of
both the countries, the official said: “Yes, both the
sides discussed the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad
{trans-Kashmir) bus service.” But the official de-
clined to say when this service would start. Previ-
ous rounds of talks on the trans-border bus hit
roadblocks over the kind of travel documents the
passengers should carry with them. The Indian

official proposed a system of visa on arrival for |
senior citizens above 65. —IA




ve an “open mind”’

K India, Pakistan ha

PR CVR

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, DEC. 26. On the eve of
the second round of composite
dialogue between India and Pa-
kistan, the Foreign Secretary,
Shyam Saran, said India wanted
to establish friendly relations
with Pakistan and that the dia-
logue process should be taken
forward.

Mr. Saran, who is on a visit to
Peshawar, told the local media
that Pakistan had vital impor-
tance in South Asia and that it
could play an effective role in ec-
onomic co-operation in the re-
gion. Both sides are approaching

| the second round with an “open
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mind.” There is a sense that s s-
tained and serious engagement
was the only way to resolve dif-
ferences on all subjects.

The emphasis in the second
round would be on consolida-
tion of the initiatives taken so far
rather than any new proposals. A
leading Pakistani daily has quot-
ed sources in the Government as
saying that Islamabad would
come forward with “more” pro-
posals on Kashmir, nuclear and
conventional confidence build-
ing measures. However, the Pa-
kistan Foreign Office declined to
comment on the report. In the
course of his interaction with the
local media in Peshawar, Mr. Sa-

ran sa1d economlc c0-0 ratlon
in South Asia would benefit
many other countries of the re-
gion, including Pakistan and In-
dia. He said relations between
New Delhi and Islamabad must
be improved for this purpose.
Mr. Saran was given a briefing
about the Pakistan-Afghanistan
border on the Machni check
post and was told about the his-
torical importance of the area.
Later, he arrived here and met
the Pakistan Foreign Secretary ,
Riaz Khokar, over dinner. They
exchanged informal views on the
dialogue beginning tomorrow.
Mr. Saran had said on his ar-
rival in Pakistan on Saturday

that the focus of the second
round would be on building
trust in nuclear and convention- '
al fields and narcotics traffick-
ing. As per the composite
dialogue format, talks at the level
of Foreign Secretaries would
cover the issues of Jammu and
Kashmir and peace and security,
besides reviewing the progress
of the dialogue process. .

Mr. Saran and Mr. Khokar
would finalise the calendar of
meetings for Siachen, Wullar
Barrage, Sir Creek, elimination
of terrorism and illicit narcotics,
economic and commercial
cooperation and exchange of
friendly visits.

—




dia-Pakistan dialogue to focus \(//

By B. midhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, DEC. 25. The Foreign
Secretary, Shyam Saran, arrived
in Pakistan today for the second
round of the composite dia-
logue beginning on Monday.
The first round ended in Sep-
| tember in New Delhi with a
| meeting at the level of Foreign
Ministers.

“This time, the main focus
during my talks with my coun-
terpart [Riaz Khokar] in Islama-
bad would be on building
mutual trust in the nuclear and
conventional fields and coun-
tering narcotics trafficking,” Mr.
"Saran told reporters here. As per
the format for talks at the level of
Foreign Secretaries, the issues
would cover Kashmir and peace
and security, besides a review of
the progress of the dialogue
process. The calendar of meet-
ings for the remaining six items
— Siachen, Wullar Barrage, Sir
Creek, elimination of terrorism

e&0EC 2004

and illicit narcotics, economic
and commercial cooperation
and exchange of friendly visits
— would also be finalised.

Mixed outcome

The outcome of the first
round is seen as mixed. While,
there is a general level of satis-
faction on both sides on con-
cluding one full round of talks
on a host of issues and agreeing
to continue the process, the dif-
ference in perception on the
pace and direction of the dia-
logue continues. Pakistan is not
happy about the “little progress”
made on Kashmir, categorised
as a “core issue” by Islamabad.
Its emphasis on simultaneous
movement between Kashmir
and confidence-building mea-
sures has considerably slowed
down the process, much to New
Delhi’s chagrin.

Though no proposals are ex-
pected to be exchanged, there
will be no dearth of issues to be

covered. Of the 98-odd propos-
als exchanged in the course of
the first round, there has been
little progress on a majority due
to either serious differences or
insistence of Pakistan on prima-
cy of Kashmir.

Bus link

Even on subjects where both
sides are agreed in principle, dif-
ferences on implementation
have blocked their execution.
The bus link between Srinagar-
Muzaffarabad is a case in point.
Pakistan wants the passengers
to be allowed to travel without
passport and visa and the ser-
vice confined only to Kashmiris.

India has agreed to relent on
the passport issue but not on vi-
sas and exclusivity of the ser-
vice. This will come up for
review at the meeting on Mon-
day. It is unlikely that any agree-
ment will be reached on the
subject. In the field of nuclear

7~ on building mutual trust

and conventional CBMs also, lit-
tle progress can be expected.
This was evident at the experts’-
level meeting. Both sides have
exchanged a draft agreement on
prior notification of missile
tests. An accord on the draft
would take time, given the com-
plex technical and legal issues
involved.

On the conventional front,
there is no meeting point be-
tween the two sides. India does
not subscribe to the Pakistani
viewpoint on the need for a
“balance” in the conventional
weapons of the two countries.

On his arrival — through the
Wagah border — Mr. Saran and
his delegation was received by
Pakistani protocol officials, the
Indian High Commissioner,
Shivshankar Menon, and the
Deputy High Commissioner
T.C.A. Raghavan. Later Mr. Sa-
ran left by air to Peshawar,
where he will stay today and
tomorrow.

T™HE HNDY
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ISLAMABAD, Dec. 23.
— Pakistan today wel-
comed Dr Manmohan Sin-
gh'’s statement that India
would pursue dialogue to
resolve all outstanding is-
sues as a “good sign”, but
claimed that his ruling out
of redrawing of boundaries
“contradicted” his stand to
explore various options to
resolve the Kashmir issue.

“The Prime Minister sp-
oke about continuity of the
dialogue. These reaffirmat-
ions are a good sign,” for-
eign office spokesman Mr
Masood Khan said here.
But he added: “He (Dr
Singh) talked about explo-
ration of possible options
and then said there cannot
be redrawing of maps and
boundaries... this becomes
an oxymoron. There is con-
tradiction, because what
sort of options will you be
exploring. You need a
political space. We should
not draw red lines.” — PTI
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Pak seeshlgwpohcy v change

iy PRESS TRUST OFW

SLAMABA]) ec. 18.
Pakistan foreign minister
Mr Khurshid Mehmood

Kasuri today said that
there has been a vivid
change in India’s Kashmir
policy as New Delhi recog-
nised Islamabad as party to
resolution of Kashmir issue.

The fact that Kashmir
has .been included in the
India-Pakistan peace dia-
logue showed that for the
first time in 57 years, New
Delhi recognised Islama-
bad as a party to its reso-
lution, he told Geo TV in
an interview. “Unless
someone is politically
blind, a change can be seen
now... They were not ready
for talks. Now negotiations
are going on. Serious nego-
tiations are going on.”

Mr Kasuri said that the
joint stateme issued
after the ing between

18 0EC 20

President Musharraf and
Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh on 20
September on the sidelines
of the UN General
Assembly summit in New
York clearly said that talks
would include various
options in resolving the
Kashmir 1ssue.

He went on to say that
the Kashmiris were a
major party to the resolu-
tion and peace could enly
be established once they
were included in thé dia-
logue process. Mr Kasuri
also questioned New
Delhi’s stand that the con-
struction of Baglihar dam
was not in violation of the
Indus Water Treaty. If it
could not be resolved bilat-
erally, Pakistan would
take the matter to the
World Bank, he said.

Meanwhile, India has
given a list of 54 prisoners
of war, who went missing

THE STATESMAN

during the 1971 War, to
Pakistan and wants it to
release them, a media
report said today. Pakistan
has been requested to
release the prisoners so
that they are reunited with
their families, Pakistan
daily The News quoted
Indian officials.

India may raise the issue
with Pakistan during the
second round of the com-
posite dialogue process to
be held on 27 and 28
December. Pakistan has
consistently denied the
existence of 1971 Indian
PoWs. The issue figured
prominently during Presi-
dent Musharraf's 2001 visit
during which he promised
to launch a search for the
Indian PoWs in Pakistani
prisons.

Subsequently, Pakistan
told India that a search of
its prisons to locate the
PoWs drew a blank.
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~"Talks on nuclear CBMs begin

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, DEC. 14. India and
Pakistan today began talks on
nuclear  confidence-building
measures (CBMs) and ex-
changed views on measures
such as operationalisation of a
hotline between the Foreign
Secretaries and the draft agree-
ment on advance notification of
missile tests.

The two-day talks are part of
the composite dialogue. They
would give important inputs to
the Foreign Secretary-level
talks, scheduled for December
27 and 28. During the second
round of the composite dia-
logue, the Foreign Secretaries
would hold deliberations on
CBMs on security and Jammu
and Kashmir.

At tomorrow’s meeting both
sides would exchange notes on
CBMs related to conventional
weapons. Since it is for the first
time both sides are sitting
across the table to discuss the
subject, the meeting is expected
to be exploratory in nature.

The Indian delegation at to-
day’s talks was headed by the
Additional Secretary (Interna-
tional Organisations) in the Ex-
| ternal Affairs Ministry, Meera
Shankar. Tariq Osman Hyder,
Additional Secretary in the Pa-
kistan Foreign Ministry, led his
country’s delegation.

According to officials, the fo-
cus of today’s talks was on the
two agreements reached in the

earlier talks. The draft agree-
ment on advance notification of
missile tests came up for scruti-
ny and indications are that it
would be finalised when the
Foreign Secretaries meet. Both
countries now follow the prac-

tice of informing each other in
advance of missile tests and the
idea of an agreement to formal-
ise the arrangement with intro-
duction of a timeframe.

Both sides have agreed on es-
tablishing a hotline at the level

of Foreign Secretaries to take up
any crisis situation on nuclear-
related matters.

A formal statement on the
two-day talks is expected at the
end of the deliberations.

b\

oint survey of boundary

“pillars in Sir Creek planned

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, DEC. 14. India and
Pakistan have agreed on con-
ducting a joint survey of the
boundary pillars in the disputed
Sir Creek area.

According to sources, the sur-
vey will start in January first
week and is likely to be com-
pleted in a year. The survey re-
sults would be useful in
resolving the dispute over
boundary demarcation in the
Sir Creek, a 96-km-long strip of
water between the Rann of
Kutch (in India) and Sindh (in
Pakistan).

Understanding on the dates
for the survey was arrived at a
meeting of the defence officials
of both sides.

An official statement said the
talks, as part of the ongoing
composite dialogue process on
issues related to the Sir Creek,
were held in “a very cordial and

friendly atmosphere.”

The meeting discussed the
modalities for a survey of the
boundary pillars laid in 1925 in
the land portion.

“Both sides positively under-
stood each other's points of
view and a consensus generally
emerged,” a press release by the
Pakistan Ministry of Defence
said.

Both sides will meet again to-
morrow and issue a joint state-
ment. Jamil-ur-Rehman Afridi,
Surveyor-General of Pakistan,
led the Pakistani side while Gir-
ish Kumar, Deputy Surveyor-
General of India, headed the In-
dian side.

Brig. Girish Kumar called on
Ahsanul Haq Chaudhri, Pakis-
tan Additional Secretary, Minis-
try of Defence.

Demarcation of the boundary
has been a bone of contention
between India and Pakistan for
several decades. Eight rounds of

THE HINDU

talks held so far have not helped
resolve the differences. The his-
tory of the issue dates back to
1914, when an agreement was

signed between the then Gov-

ernment of Sindh and Rao Mah-
araj of Kutch.

According to the agreement,
both sides agreed to a boundary
line running through the mid-
dle of the Creek as a border be-
tween the two states.

The final demarcation was
completed in 1925 in which the
boundary was shown by a
“green line,” depicted on the
eastern side of the creek. One
side of the Creek is under Pakis-
tan’s control whereas there are
naval installations of India on
the other side.

Pakistan claims that all the 17
Creeks of the Sindh coast be-
long to it, while India maintains
that almost half of the area of
the Sir Creek — the 17th one —
belongs to it.
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~ Beyond nuclear stability

S India and Pakistan

start talks on nuclear

and  conventional

military confidence-
building measures this week in
Islamabad, part of the attention
of the negotiators should be riv-
eted on those outside the room
— the so-called international
community.

If normalisation of relations is
the central political objective for
India in the peace process with
Pakistan, Kashmir is the core is-
sue for Islamabad, and promot-
ing military stability between the
two nuclear neighbours has been
the principal priority in the
region for the US and other
IMajor powers.

Looking at it cynically, India
and Pakistan should have little
difficulty in signing off a series of
agreements from the well-known
laundry list of nuclear CBMs. At
the meeting of their nuclear ex-
perts last June, India and Pak-
istan, indeed, got down to the
business of reducing the risk of
war between the two nations.

They agreed to institute se-
cure lines of communications be-
tween the two establishments. In-
dia also handed over a draft

! agreement on the prior notifica-

tion of ballistic missile flight test-
ing. Both are usefulideas, but not
new. They were outlined in the
memorandum of understanding
signed during the then Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s
visit to Lahore in 1999.

The world is looking at the
pace of negotiations and the level
of commitment to implement
them. It is natural that the two
foreign offices will pore over
punctuation marks and quibble
on technical details to assure
themselves that the other is not
setting up a hidden unilateral
advantage.

New Delhi and Islamabad
should know that the willingness
of the rest of the world to accept
them as part of the official nu-
clear club depends on the ability
of India and Pakistan to respon-
sibly manage their own nuclear
relationship. In their last state-
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Towards military peace
and tranquility on the
Indo-Pak border

N %\4\\\

ment on the subject, the two
forgign secretaries reiterated
their self-perception as nuclear
weapon powers and demanded a
dialogue with other nuclear pow-
ers. If India and Pakistan want
to be taken seriously, they
must show resuits from their
nuclear talks.

At a time when the rules of
the global nuclear game are be-
ing recast by the Bush Adminis-
tration, India and Pakistan must
find ways to cooperate on the nu-
clear issue. The two foreign of-
fices should resist the usual temp-
tation to merely score- points
against each other.

While the nuclear measures
are useful, it is more important to

9

two air forces not to violate each
other’s airspace. These two
agreements were signed in 1991.
But there has been no real politi-
cal ownership of these CBMs in
either country. Neither side has
been willing to underline the im-
portance of avoiding conven-
tional military tensions.

Breaking from this dismal
tradition, at the last round of for-
eign secretary talks, India pro-
posed a broad package of con-
ventional military CBMs that
could lead to greater interaction
between the two military estab-
lishments and ultimately to mili-
tary peace on the international
border as well as the LoC in
Jammu and Kashmir.

There are growing signs that the
second round of Indo-Pak talks is
-sliding into an unseemly sparring on-

| tactical issues

consider mechanisms that reduce
the prospects for conventional
military tensions. Recurring crises
between India and Pakistan since
the late 1980s have raised interna-
tional concerns on the threat of
use of nuclear weapons in the sub-
continent. But the atomic risk in
South Asia cannot be addressed
by nuclear-specific measures
alone. What the two sides need is
a broader agenda of CBMs that
will reduce the likelihood of a con-
ventional military confrontation
which could escalate to the
nuclear level.

India and Pakistan already
have a set of such CBMs. These
include the notification of army
exercises of a certain size near the
border and a commitment by the

As it awaits the Pakistani re-
sponse, New Delhi hopes Islam-
abad would move away from its
rhetoric on a “strategic restraint
regime” and proposals for “mu-
tual and balanced force reduc-
tions”. Islamabad has tradition-
ally sought to link nuclear
negotiations with conventional
force reductions and inject the
notion of military parity between

the two nations. India which faces

military challenges on other bor-
ders will naturally not yield to this
framework proposed by Pak-
istan. Islamabad has also sought
to whip up passions over India’s
“massive” conventional arms
acquisitions after the Kargil war
in 1999.

But the time has come for In-
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dia and Pakistan to move away
from the sterile debates of the
past towards pragmatic negotia-
tiongon conventional military is-
syés which are of strategic impor-
ance. Two new factors facilitate
a forward-looking approach to
conventional military stability be-
tween India and Pakistan. First,
the objective reality of nuclear
parity with India should reduce
Pakistan’s fear that India will use
its alleged conventional military
superiority, to the extent that it
exists, to political advantage. The
lesson from the recent military
tensions in the subcontinent has
been that India cannot go to a full
scale conventional war against
Pakistan. Second, India and Pak-
istan will have to move, over the
long term, towards significant
cuts in the size of their armed
forces, make them more technol-
ogy-intensive and re-orient them
towards dealing with the new se-
curity challenges. For India and
Pakistan, this agenda of military
modernisation” mandates itself
amid the changing global de-
fence environment.

A three-fold opportunity then
awaits India and Pakistan. One,
rapidly stabilise the nuclear rela-
tionship. Two, take advantage of
nuclear parity to bring about pre-
dictability and stability to the mil-
itary conditions on their border
and the LoC. Three, use peace
and tranquility on the border to
make their military forces lean
and modern.

A stark military choice con-
fronts India and Pakistan. They
could keep boxing around a mili-
tary stalemate on their borders.
Or they could liberate them-
selves from the burdens of terri-
torial defence to play a role be-

yond the subcontinent by
contributing to the maintenance
of international peace.

There are growing signs that
the second round of Indo-Pak
talks is sliding into an unseemly
sparring on tactical issues. India
must inject strategic purposeful-
ness into the dialogue on nu-
clear and military stability with
Pakistan.
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FTER the stalemate in
talks on starting the Sri-
nagar-Muzaffarabad

bus service last week, india and
© Pakistan are set to engage each
¢ other once again and take the
composite dialogue process for-
ward.

The two sides will hold dis-
cussions here on combating
smuggling of narcotics, but ne-
i gotiating skills will be put to test
i onTuesday in Islamabad where
talks on nuclear and conven-
tional confidence building
measures will be held.

Islamabad wants changes in-
corporated in a draft agreement
proposed by New Delhi on giv-
ingadvance notice to each other
before conducting missile tests.
Two meetings earlier on the
subject have failed to produce
an outcome even though both
agree it is important to set up
mechanisms in place to avoid
misunderstandings that could
lead to escalation.

Inits proposal, the Indian side
has suggested upgradation of
the existing system in which the
two countries inform each oth-
er routinely about their missile

tests and update the list of loca-

- -. . =Y @&
ARE WE MOVING AHEAD?

tions of nudlear installations. As
part of the understanding in the
first round of talks, both sides
had agreed to putin place a ded-
icated and secure hotline be-
tween their foreign secretaries,
besides one at the military level
between DGMOs of the two
countries. The Indian delega-

tion to Islamabad comprises of-
ficials from the Army, Air Force,
Navy besides the ministry of ex-
ternal gifairs.

Meanwhile, the talks on
combating smuggling of narcot-
ic and psychedelic substances is
expected to be held without
much differences with both

sides showing keenness to dis-
cuss methods for mutual detec-
tion and control of smuggling.
The Indian side is led by Nar- |
cotics Control Bureau director :
general Swaraj Puri, while his |
Pakistani counterpart Maj Gen |
Nadeem Khan is heading a five |
member team. |




oy
TV starts

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, DEC. 12. As part of the on-
going composite dialoglie process,
India and Pakistan will hold talks,
starting tomorrow, to combat the
smuggling of narcotics and psycho-
tropic substances. They are also ex-
pected to exchange drafts of a
memorandum of understanding
(MoU) that would explore ways to
fight the menace.

A five-member delegation from
Pakistan, led by its Anti-Narcotics
Force Director-General, Nadeem
Ahmed, arrived here last night for the
two-day talks. The Director-General

13 0EC 2000 pp

- India-Pakistan talks
arcotics control

today

of the Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB), Swaraj Puri, will head the In-
dian team.

The two sides will discuss meth-
ods for mutual detection of narcotic
drugs and ways to control their
smuggling, official sources said.

An Indian delegation from the
NCB had visited Pakistan in June this
year for the first round of talks to
check smuggling of narcotic drugs
which, in this region, originate main-
ly from Afghanistan.

Before the start of the talks tomor-
row, the Pakistan delegation would
call on the Home Minister, Shivraj
Patil.
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Musharraf manages to bamboozl Bush and B|a|r

One has to hand it to General Musharraf, he manages to
get away with a lot. He goes on repeating the old song
about Western mediation in Kashmir despite its repeated
rejection all round; Washington and London both know
that Delhi would never agree. But he manages to leverage
his role as “ally” in the “war against terror” to procure
billions of dollars in aid as well as sophisticated arms for
Pakistan even while making critical noises about the same
war in both British and American media.

He has said that the Osma bin Laden trail has run cold
while adroitly turning the tables on Washington, claiming
that the Americans have left “voids” on the Afghan
side of the border with Pakistan. Of course, he is aided by
the fact that there is some truth to his statement — the
Americans have been so obsessed with Iraq that they have
pretty much left Afghanistan to its own devices. But
Musharraf has refused to contribute Pakistani troops
for Iraq, nor has he given the Americans much comfort
on an issue of critical importance to them — getting access
to AQ Khan to find out who he supplied nuclear weapon
materials all over.

On Kashmir, Islamabad is stalling progress on the
Srinagar-Muzzafarabad bus link as well as rail links bet-
ween India and Pakistan, and keeping the infrastructure of
terror intact. Nor is there progress in reforming madrasas,
which Musharraf promised in January 2002, or revising
Pakistan’s outrageous blasphemy laws.

Musharraf displays few signs of moderation while
managing to sell himself in Western capitals as representa-
tive of a moderate Islam, holding fundamentalist Islam at
bay. Washington may believe that it ought not to force the
pace in Pakistan, for fear of unleashing anarchy. But there
are dangers of administering change in homeopathic doses
as well. There is going to be considerable agitation against
Musharraf once the December deadline he accepted to
take off his uniform, lapses

By placing all eggs in General Musharraf’s basket Wash-
ington is backing an unpopular dictator and destroying the
basic credibility of its supposed programme to bring
democracy to the Muslim world. One should see the
harm that can be if Washington rewards his intransigence
over Kashmir by pumping in fresh arms for the Pakistani
military, instead of pressuring him to take off his
uniform and contest elections like any other democratic
politician.
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" CONCERN OVER US ARMS FOR PAKISTAN

Rumsfeld faces
“tough talk

NEW DELHI, Dec. 9. — India today told
the visiting American Defence Secretary,
Mr Donald Rumsfeld, that the US deci-
sion to supply arms to Pakistan could
have an adverse impact on the “positive
sentiments and goodwill” for Washington
in this country.

Dr Manmohan Singh and other minis-
ters (including defence minister Mr
Pranab Mukherjee, foreign minister Mr
Natwar Singh and the national security
adviser Mr JN Dixit) told Mr Rumsfeld
that the proposed arms supply to
Islamabad couis also have repercussions
on the ongoing peace process between
India and Pakistan, which was currently
“poised at a critical juncture”, the exter-
nal affairs ministry spokesman said.

Mr Rumsfeld, the most senior' member
of the US administration to visit this coun-
try since Mr George W Bush’s re-election
in November, said Washington understood
New Delhi’s sensitivity on the issue, but
was “non-committal” about India’s con-
cerns about US transfer of sophisticated
weapon systems starting an arms race in
the sub-continent. “The USA’s relations
with India and Pakistan are not a zero sum
game for us... we are interested in good
relations with both countries,” he said.

Mr Mukherjee expressed concern
about the possible transfer of sophisticat-
ed weapons just when the peace process
was beginning to take off. The Indian side
made two points. First, the weapons,
including the F-16 fighter and the P3-C
Orion maritime reconnaissance plane,
could “spread their shadow over the
peace process”. Besides, India said, the
arms were sophisticated and were cer-
tainly not going to be used against the
Taliban and Al-Qaida militants on the
Pak-Afghan border. When it was pointed
out that the terrorist training camps on

10 DEC 2004 "EST

Dr Manmohan Singh greets Mr Rumseld. — AFP

the other side of the LoC were still in
place, he said General Pervez Musharraf
was doing his best and -he himself had
been attacked. Mr Rumsfeld also did not
agree to stop the transfers.

The MEA spokesman said it was point-
ed out to Mr Rumsfeld that Indo-US
relations had seen significant transforma-
tion during President Bush’s first term,
and the USA was now perceived as a
strategic - partner in this country. The
meeting was termed “positive”.

Mr Rumsfeld also discussed the war
against terror and the situation in Iraq and
Afghanistan, citing India’s reconstruction
efforts in Afghanistan as a key example of
cooperation between the two countries.

Referring to issues that relate to pro-
curement of US weaponry, Mr Rumsfeld
said he would examine why there have
been delays. At the moment, India has
only bought a fire-detection radar — a
defensive weapon — and small quantities
of weaponry for commandos. There have
been discussions regarding the purchase
of the Patriot anti-missile system and the
P3C Orion reconnaissance plane.



" Little headway in -

tglks

; qv;}; By Amit Baruah

NEW DELMI, DEC. 7. Indian offi-
cials suggested today that an
“entry permit” be used along
with the passport by passengers
wanting to travel on the pro-
posed Srinagar-Muzaffarabad
bus service, as talks with their
Pakistani counterparts on trav-
el documents appeared to re-
ach a deadlock.

However, Pakistan showed
little sign of budging from its
“no passport” stand — making
it clear that only local identity
documents could be carried by
Kashmiris, who wanted to use
the bus service.

According to the Indian side,
. the Pakistani delegation insist-

ed that it would not accept the
proposed “entry permits” or
passports in the two hours of
talks that took place today.
Though the talks will continue
tomorrow, the likelihood of any
agreement is slim. However,
both sides are “committed” to
coptinuing these discussions.

N
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The Indian side formally in-
formed Pakistan that as far as
they were concerned it would
be the “entry permit” and not
the passport that would be
stamped. The passport would
be used merely as an identity
document, but this was not ac-
ceptable to the Pakistanis.

A Pakistani source told this
correspondent that they had al-
so suggested that the use of the
bus service be restricted to
Kashmiris.

Pakistan, the source added,
did not, in any way, want to
take away from the disputed
nature of the territory on either
side of the LoC. The carrying of
the passport, too, Pakistan felt,
could become a problem in the
future.

‘Not serious’

Indian sources familiar with
the talks claimed that the Pakis-
tani side was not serious about
starting the bus service, a pro-
posal made by New Delhi in
October 2003.

" iney,

S service

The sources said that in or-
der to accommodate Pakistan’s
sensitivities, India had pro-
posed that passports be not
stamped and a separate entry
document (permit) be issued
by the High Commissions in
New Delhi and Islamabad to
the passengers. There would be
no visa pasted on the passport.

Also, the Indian side is clear
that such a bus service could
not be restricted to Kashmiris
holding Indian passports, but
would have to be extended to
all Indians. It was not possible '
to make a distinction between
one group of Indians and an-
other on ethnic grounds.

The sources are of the view
that if the Srinagar-Muzaffara-
bad bus service begins oper-
ations it would detract from the
long-held Pakistani position
that Kashmir is a “flashpoint”
in South Asia. If the bus service
gets going, then the world
would get used to the idea that
things have become normal in |
the region, they feel. i
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Delhi, Islamabad differ on

rail hnks tlm

e\
\
Agencies ¥ W
Islamabad, December 2 ' {¢

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN India
and Pakistan cropped up over the
time schedule to restore the Mu-
nabao-Khokhrapar rail link, which
was stopped 39 years ago, as the
railway officials of the two coun-
tries met here on Thursday to dis-
cuss the issue.

On the opening day of the two-
day talks today, India suggested run-
ning the trains by September next
year after carrying out necessary
track repairs while Pakistan said it
required two years to make the in-
frastructure ready for starting the
service between Munabao in Ra-
jasthan and Khokrapar in Pak-
istan’s Sindh province.

Indian officials subsequently said
the two sides differed on the sched-
ule to run the train service. “It ap-
peared that Pakistan is not very
keen to run the train service,” an In-
dian official, who attended the talks,
said on condition of anonymity.

The Indian external affairs min-
ister, K. Natwar Singh, recently
said India was hopeful that the rail
link would be restored by October
2 next year.

Pakistan, however, remained
non-committal. A seven-member
Indian delegation headed by L.R.
Thapar, additional Member, Rail-
way Board, held talks with Pak-
istani delegation led by secretary
Railways Board Zaeem Chaudhry.

Earlier, Chaudhary sounded opti-
mistic about the talks and said a
“breakthrough” was likely. “I think
the two sides agree that the talks
should produce good results to ben-
efit the people of the two countries.
Restoration of the railway link will
be a gift for the people of the two
countries,” Chaudhary said.

Restoration of tracks, number of
trains and passengers, and other re-

~ lated issues would be discussed dur-
ing the two-day talks. If agreed, it
will be the second train service be-
tween the two countries.

0 3 DEC 2004
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" REUTERS
Top Pakistani railway official Zaeem Ahmed Chaudhry (right) with Indian
official L.R. Thapar in islamabad on Thursday.

Asked about Pakzstan India
egotiatmns, Musharraf clai-
ied that they were going along
n expected lines, but cautioned
gt both Islamabad,and New
hi needed to be very flexible
sincere if they wanted to
agresment, He also
a5 a dire need
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“Indo-Pak standstill

G Reverse for Hurriyat 25\ \)

n unstated re-stating of previously stated positions. That,
Apardon the officialese, was the best that could be said ab-
out the meeting of the Prime Ministers of India and Pakistan.
For while there was talk of how “out of the box” moves are an
imperative, it is pretty clear that neither side is ready to make
them. Yet there is reason for satisfaction that despite discor-
dant noises earlier, Shaukat Aziz’s meetings in New Delhi
were conducted without rancour, This means there is hope
for a dialogue on the host of issues to which both have been
held hostage these past 50 years. Attempts at military
solutions have floundered and nuclear-status has virtually
foreclosed options of a conventional bang-bang. To be fair to
both sides this was no “summit” and the Pak premier’s visit
was essentially Saarc-centric. If expectations of substantial
forward movement were raised, the media must assume a
major part of blame. On Indo-Pak issues there is a vicious
circle of our own creation. The danger is that popular opini-
on is media-generated, hence fickle, while the situation de-
mands sustained pressure on the leadership to take bold initi-
atives. Obviously conditions are not ripe for that, so faith
must be restored in the various official-level engagements
that comprise the composite dialogue process that alone will
permit political and diplomatic breakthroughs. But there was
a bit more to the recent interaction than Pakistan’s reverting
to the theory of Kashmir being the “core issue” and India
sticking to the line that it was no territorial dispute. Due note
must be taken of Pakistan’s shutting the door on intense
economic activity while politics remains on the back-burner.
Is it wary of trade waves strong enough to wash away the stap-
le anti-India diet upon which internal politics is nurtured? Or
on that front too does it fear India’s growing strength?

Yes, Shaukat Aziz’s sojourn registered no gains, but Hurri-
yat leaders were rapped on the knuckles for failing to sink
differences and provide Pakistan with a credible “front” to
project as the voice and face of the Kashmiri people. That de-
velopment could have major implications, though it must be
remembered that the APHC'’s differences have roots in pow-
er equations rather than distinctly “hard” or “soft” groupings
within the conglomerate. New Delhi must seek to capitalise
on the development, but not in the Home Ministry’s style of
‘one good snub deserves another’. // .
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NEW DELHI, Nov. 27.
— Mrs Sonia Gandhi
will now be the mutual-
ly accepted interlocutor
between India and
Pakistan in resolving
the Kashmir dispute. In
an announcement made
at the Rashtrapati Bha- __
van today, the Prime
Minister endorsed Pak-
istan President Gen
Pervez ~ Musharraf’s
recent observation ask-
ing Mrs Gandhi to play
a “proactive role” in
resolving Kashmir and
other issues.

Dr Manmohan Singh
also announced that he
has accepted the invi-
tation of the Pakistan
President to visit that
country. “I shall visit
Pakistan some time
next year,” he said.

Mrs Gandhi is the
president of the Cong- ¥
ress that leads the
coalition government
at the Centre. She enjoys a spe-
cial status in the government.
Besides, she is also the chairper-
son of the United Progressive
Alliance. Given a role that is
above the Prime Minister in bro-
kering a deal on Kashmir with
Pakistan may not find favour
with Mrs Gandhi who is known
for her disinclination in playing
any role on a sensitive issue like
Kashmir and that too with
Pakistan as a party.

Like the Prime Minister, Mrs

Gandhi too has an invitation
l/fr)(;:; Pakistan to visit that coun-

pts

B try. She is yet to decide
when will she visit the
country.

Gen Musharraf said
recently that he was
quite confident that in
case Mrs Gandhi takes
interest and assumes a
proactive role, both cou-
ntries may see a break-
. through in relations and
the contentious issues
would be resolved. Dr
Singh is in agreement
with Gen Musharraf on
this and said, “Yes, she
is the Congress presi-
dent and chairperson of
the UPA”.

Gen Musharraf’s opti-
@ mism lies in Mrs Gan-
dhi’s position in the
UPA government
where she can move
other political parties
like the Communists to
work for a consensus on
the Kashmir issue that
would be acceptable to
both the countries.
When Gen Musharraf

= talked of Mrs Gandhi
working for a political consensus
in India he did not forget to men-
tion the BJP, indicating that Mrs
Gandhi would be able to involve
the opposition parties for an all-
round agreement on Kashmir.

Dr Singh declined to comment
on Prime Minister Mr Shaukat
Aziz’'s statement that Pakistan
was not keen to accord MFN sta-
tus to India for bilateral trade
till some progress is reported on
the Kashmir front. “We con-
veyed our views and they con-
veyed their views”, Dr Singh
remarked.
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fz( Not much headway on Aziz's trip_on \\

espite the smiles and bonhomie, Pakistani pripe

minister Shaukat Aziz’s parleys in Delhi have beligd
their promise in the sense that while the air was thick with
exhortations to think “out of the box,” there have been
precious few examples of such thinking. General
Musharraf’s plan to divide Jammu and Kashmir into seven
regions is only a recast of the Owen-Dixon plan of 1950;
there were good reasons why it wasn’t workable then and
those reasons remain. Musharraf’s contention that the
division of Jammu and Kashmir he envisages is not based
on religion because it factors in ethnicity is disingenuous.
As any social science student can tell us, religion is a
component of ethnicity.

Multiculturalism was not in vogue in 1950; whereas map-
making, in which people who find themselves on the wrong
side of lines drawn on a map have to undergo forced
migration, is not in fashion now. In any case, Aziz now
contends that the proposal was only meant for “internal
debate” in Pakistan rather than one that would be formally
put to India. But the good part of Musharraf’s proposal is
that it forced Delhi to come up with its own proposal for
resolving autonomy for both Indian and Pakistani-held
Kashmir, and soft borders between them. This is af
workable proposal and a basis for negotiation Islamabad|
can no longer claim, that Delhi is “skirting the issue” o
Kashmir.

Lack of progress is also evident in Islamabad’s refusal
even to grant most-favoured nation status to India, which
is a requirement of signatories to WTO. If this is
Islamabad’s position, then the prospects of a South Asian
free trade area that was supposed to come into existence in
2006 look bleak indeed. If such dilatoriness continues,
Delhi must take it up the most-favoured nation issue with
the WTO and lodge a formal complaint.

The gas pipeline project, which Islamabad is promoting
as a means of earning foreign exchange, cannot come
about in the absence of normal economic relations with
India. Islamabad’s insistence on Hurriyat being regarded
as the sole representative of the Kashmiris is un-
sustainable, and looks risible when the Hurriyat couldn’t
form a united delegation to see the Pakistani PM in
separate batches. v

The probilem with thinking out of the box may be that
Musharraf himself is in a box; moreover, it is a box that he
has freely chosen. He has relied on the funda-
mentalists of the MMA to build a political base for
himself, but the fundamentalists will not give him much
space to manoeuvre on Kashmir, nor will they forgive him
for turning the army against the Al Qaeda. He has
recently released Asif Zardari, Benazir Bhutto’s husband,
and had a long phone conversation with Nawaz Sharif,
which suggests he is trying to build bridges to the
democratic opposition. Perhaps he is trying to come out of

his own box.
Vd



A%mﬁ@?
ICIEIES

e farentfe, sofife, ¢
qCeER: THAR WA viww WS
b ta GRS o
T O (W D
T OIS 8 2ANTEHI T
Fgtera Bogwd (o @7 NS @
wifaes wifere |

GTbTe W W s
BTG  WHTTTR AR
Tifes ¢ wifgs  wEmAT
IREW | ©17 ATy few WA
WA (@We  @5d i
TR AAfFEE SRTeR FR
FC 93 WEDE wF D
TR SRR | TR (112e
AT GYEIR I G PR
% wifvace rmE o
€% 35d (I TR, T T
T Efl| o @ vE e,

7 wee ot e
o 2LINE] WeFT WfES (T
THRAMRAN (g FAwidT e
oy oemE W% B
CECEA, S BT SITO-HE
TER wgerd Bafe zratal
#tF FPAEa Wi oD Srore
Fofds 9w a6 AEEfes

g‘)/b)D?

L
[
[P,

Rl Fg arfir go”
e fFoe @ s
HLAGAR 7T & 07 2w
FTATE, GO SIHR A NS
(/TE TBOIE AT SO ACH T
FACR OS2 RO ¥ | Wew
e T s Rars
fe11 QU P FYETE 2T
TS GETAR I TR
IR WOl PR qE
FIER SfEEw Il W
T-zm wits §fE =@ W
A, (F & RCAEWE SFA
X T WT G oIS LYW,
TR (R BT IR
gl ofw afsffire fo
fafire afta T T Rem

HITHGA! Sy
ety ffdw SR
BETe  wGE (e @Ew

wfwen Ratve Rams o
Frare Frace @, AREWNE TS
fomio 2r®r (rem @S AR
o IMita =W fare
TN AR AT | ARyw

o TS (Teime NiFA
TeTR w(fs ¢em Ta | e
&g fawifes tads wa A

- 7

o WY WA R M| A
it Retew sena 711

92 guR fFuEeiRaE
ouEifes Fme e ez
I ASES WA (WE
g TNdE W F-LH A-
wigge iz s1d ore W
W SR S—a 96
THED B TR 06 WA
WA AR | AGCHAT AYATE
CitacanicilE (oo R B ITed
WHTER AH (@ TN aF
FRARLEW, (& G DS GOy
ot W (@S AEm)

P LYTTR) TS AT
T T oeE o Roeiil
W Bz W, “wR
AW IFA oY ¢ I
TTE RS W) i {408 39
FMS I @3 AfREET 478
©F1” @ ANy o e,
“FTHTHAS ATAGST ANGHA
212 917% fTe “NE w317 9B
FATHG FoIT TG (N FTACH,
ATEIR NS 8 g Awra
CATFRIPICER 0K (e CeIieas)
300¢-97 } ST 5 23|
A QR O 6FoT 6
@k @ W% afemy @we
‘oM B I g@ a7

2 ¢ WOV 2004

‘Mmmmﬁmmm



v

Two sides agree to disagree

J&K not a territorial
issue, PM tells Aziz

e —

NEW DELHI, Nov. 24—
Various factions of Kashmiri
separatist groups, including
the Hurriyat Conference,
failed to present a united
front, causing some discomfi-
ture to the Pakistani Prime
Minister, Mr Shaukat Aziz,
who had to meet them sepa-
rately till late into last night.
The other probiem, diplo-
mats said, stepfming from the

lack of a united front was that
Mr Aziz was unable to pro-
pose the presence of the
Hurriyat Conference as a
party in the dialogue on
Jammu and Kashmir,

Mr Aziz said this morning
that for “any sustainable
improvement” in the India-
Pakistan relationship, the
“wishes of the Kashmiri peo-
ple” had to be taken into
account.

“The Kashmiris are the
third important stakeholder

in this dispute,” the Pakistan
PM said, speaking to a group
of mediapersons. “And the
APHC is in large part, repre-
sentative of that thinking,”
According to a senior offi-
cial, India is clear that “there
is an elected government in
Jammu and Kashmir” and
the government is willing to
initiate an internal dialogue
with any section of civil soci-
ety, but “there is no question”
of a “third place at the dia~

logue table between India
t

ECONOMISTS-TURNED PMs: Dr Manmohan Singh greets Mr Shaukat Aziz at Hyderabad House, New Delhi, on Wednesdayﬁ ~ AFP

'Hurriyat leaders fail to unite

and Pakistan” on J&K or any
bilateral issues.

J&K grenade attack

Fifteen persons, including
five women, were injured
when an unidentified militant
hurled a2 grenade in the
crowded KC Chowk in
Jammu around 7 p.m. today,
police said. This is the first
explosion here after the civil

secretariat shifted from sum-
}:grer::pital of Srinagar.

Nilova Roy Chaudhury
,in,uewégyezm g

———

Nov. 24. — While echoing the
Indian Prime Ministet’s contention
that “out of the box” approaches
were required to resolve the J&K
issue, Pakistani Prime Minister Mr
Shaukat Aziz today said the cen-
trality of the “core issue” (J&K)
and the need to resolve it was the
way to carry the bilateral dialogue
process forward. :

Dr Manmohan Singh said the
issue “was not territorial” and there
could be no further redrawing of
borders, officials said. Dr Singh also
mentioned that what he had said in
Srinagar (“no further partitions and
redrawing of borders”) was “no dif-
ferent” from what he had told Gen.
Pervez Musharraf in New York.

Mr Aziz did not present any pro-
posals, and contended that a “for-
mula” suggested by Gen. Mushar-
raf recently was “intended for an
internal debate” in Pakistan, not as
a formal proposal to India. But it
couldn’t be “like picking cherries”,
Mr Aziz said, referring to what
Islamabad alleges is New Delhi’s
attempts to skirt the issue.

The “core issue” needed to be
resolved, he said, and both countries
needed to go “beyond stated posi-
tions” for sustained peace and secu-
rity in the region. “Tangible prog-
ress” towards a resolution to the
Kashmir issue had to be “in tandem
with” other issues, including eco-
nomic ones.

Delhi contends that it is not skirt-
ing the issue. According to the for-
eign secretary, Mr Shyam Saran,
the composite dialogue process
deals with J&K and other problems
between the two countries, and
“building mutual trust” (through
crucial CBMs) and heightened peo-
ple-to-people contacts would, in

'Nuke heotline

ISLAMABAD, Nov. 24. — India
and Pakistan are in the process of
establishing a nuclear hotline at
the foreign secretary-level to en-
sure confidence as well as to avert
any untoward incident, according
to a media report here today.

The technical details for establi-
shing such a dedicated link bet-
ween the two countries were under
consideration and could take time
in materialising, the Narion daily
quoted Pakistani officials as say-
ing. The Indian side has given the
technical details of such a lnk to
Pakistan. The decision to establish
the hotline was taken at the
expert-level talks earlier this year,
it added. — PT1

the long term, lead to an overall
improvement in relations. ~

The Prime Ministers and their del-
egations met for over 90 minutes (45
minutes with “restricted” teams of

- officials and the rest over lunch) for

“positive” talks at which they decid-
ed to continue the mechanism for
the composite dialogue process.

Speaking at an interactive meet-
ing organised by the CII and FICCI
tonight, Mr Aziz said: “The Indo-
Pak relationship was not ordained to
remain adversarial perpetually...”
He added: “We are working towards
customs cooperation, setting up an
arbitration council, working instru-
ment on avoidance of double taxa-
tion and on promotion and protec-
tion of investments.”

Earlier today, Mr Aziz had said
that granting of most favoured
nation status to India was not possi-
ble until “we can demonstrate tan-
gible progress on J&K”,

India favours talks on

gas pipeline,%gﬂ
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“India favours talks

C\/%

NEW DELHI, Nov. 24. - India today
urged the Pakistan Premier, Mr Shau-
kat Aziz, to have ministerial level dis-
cussions either in Delhi or Islamabad
on the $4.16-billion India-Iran gas pipe-
line.

The formal request was made by the
petroleum minister, Mr Mani Shankar
Aiyar, during his 45-minute meeting
with Mr Aziz. Mr Aiyar, however, made
it clear that the proposed gas pipeline
could be set up only if economic ties be-
tween the neighbours improved.

“It should not be that in one field we
race ahead and not in others,” Mr Aiyar
said immediately after coming out of
the meeting. The Pakistan foreign sec-
retary, Mr Riaz Khokhar, who was also
present, said the gas pipeline is a very
important project not just for India and
Pakistan but for the whole region, in-
cluding Iran.

“We discussed the energy scene in
both countries and the importance of
gas for development,” Mr Aiyar said.
The 2,775-km- long pipeline project
from Iran to India is beneficial for Paki-
stan as well as for India.

While India would receive gas at a
very economical rate, Pakistan is likely
to earn 600 to 800 million dollars annu-
ally as transit fee from the proposed
pipeline.

Though the project has been on the
anvil for the past decade, it could not
take constructive shape because of the
ongoing tension between the two sub-
continental neighbours.

The Indian government has sought

on gas pipeline

security guarantee of physical infra-
structure of the pipeline from the Paki-
stan government and an assurance of
uninterrupted gas supply in the pipeline
passing through Pakistan.

Iran has also been pursuing the pipe-
line proposal that would save millions
of dollars to the Indian government in
gas transportation. On the other hand
Iran would get an assured buyer for its
huge natural gas reserves.

Petroleum minister, Mr Mani Shankar Aiyar (R)
shakes hands with Pakistani Prime Minister, Mr
Shaukat Aziz at a meeting in New Delhi on
Wednesday. Mr Aiyar told Mr Aziz that talks on a
proposed gas pipeline from Iran to India through
Pakistan should go ahead as part of a push for
more regional trade. — AFP
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Shaukat Aziz starts on right note

Saurabh Shukla
New Delhi, November 23

AHEAD OF Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh’s summ-
it meeting with his Pakis-
tani counterpart, Shaukat
Aziz, the mood is positive.

The visit, though, is large-
Iy aimed at giving a broad
direction to the peace
process and trying to move
forward on the issue of ter-
rorism and J&K, than tak-
ing any big decisions.

Protocol was given a go-
by, as Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh welcomed his
Pakistani counterpart to
India, and sent him a bou-
quet after he landed here.
External Affairs Minister
Natwar Singh was at the
airport to receive Aziz.

“Who could say some 20
years back that the Berlin
wall would be a thing of the
past? Let's hope and pray
that we can set in motion a
similar process in this sub-
continent. I earnestly and
sincerely will work to that
end,” Manmohan Singh
said, reflecting the desire
to move forward.

While New Delhi is clear
that Shaukat Aziz is here
with an invitation for the
Saarc summit, it is bracing
up to put its concerns
across on the issue of the
existence of terrorist ca-
mps in Pakistani territory.
On Jammu and Kashmir, it
will only be willing to dis-
cuss a solution that does
not entail any re-drawing of
boundaries.

Sources said that a mid-
dle-ground solution, which
is expected to be discussed,
could be greater autonomy
to Kashmiris on both sides,
and maintaining the status
quo. But it will be a long
haul. First, Islamabad will
have to loosen its tight grip
over the Northern Areas
and the PoK. Secondly, any
such proposal will have to
be put through before the
Indian Parliament before
any substantive movement
can take place.

For Aziz, it was a packed
schedule. He had back-to-
back meetings with Nat-
war Singh, Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee and leader of the op-
position L.K. Advani. Aziz
also met the Hurriyat lead-
ers. However, New Delhi
has made it clear that there
is no scope for any tripar-
tite dialogue on Jammu
and Kashmir,

The two sides will also
discuss the gas pipeline
from Iran, which India is
willing to discuss under the
broader framework of eco-
nomic co-operation. This
means that Islamabad
should consider MFN sta-
tfus for trade to India. It
should also give security
guarantee for the pipeline.
Finally, it should liberalise
trade with India.

2 4 N0V 2004

PT!

Pakistan Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz greets BJP president L.K. Advani in New Delhi on Tuesday.

“Troops reduction not cosmetic’

Press Trust of India
Hyderabad, November 23

THE DE-INDUCTION of troops from
Jammu and Kashmir is being done
without any compromise on security,
Army Chief N.C. Vij said on Tuesday.

“It is not cosmetic. We are sincerely
trying to de-induct troops. We are with-
drawing a part of the troops from the
border state as per the government’s de-
cision”, Vij — here to present the new
colours of the Corps to 1 EME, Secun-
derabad — told reporters in an informal
chat. It is a gesture of friendship to cre-
ate confidence between the two neigh-
bouring countries, he added.

When asked about the number of

troops being de-inducted from Jammu
and Kashmir, Vij said: “Do not go into
numbers. These have no value”.

Referring to cross-border infiltration,
Vij said: “The Indian Army has foiled
eight attempts during the last one week
in the border state. The efforts of infil-
trators have not reduced. but our capa-
bilities have gone up”.

Notwithstanding the ongoing troop
reduction in J&K, the Army will not va-
cate any of the strategic positions on
the LoC or in the hinterland, an Army
official said in Srinagar on Tuesday.
The Army hasn't lowered its guard and
the situation in the state will be re-
viewed from time to time, he added.

Vij said, “As per the announcement of

Prime Minister, Manmohan Singh,
troops reduction is being done sincere-
Iy in Jammu and Kashmir and the
troops withdrawal is on.”

Speaking to the reporters on Monday,
after the inauguration of Wide Band
Satellite Network between Srinagar-Ud-
hampur and Leh, Gen Vij said that
Army along with the Central govern-
ment is monitoring the situation in the
state and the decision can me modified
if situation changes.

Without revealing that how many
and from where troops would be de-in-
ducted from the state, Gen. Vij said that
the de-induction process has been start-
ed” keeping in view the overall security
situation.

Army Chief drops dream to settle in J&K

HT Correspondent
Jammu, November 23

THE FIRST Chief of Army Staff from
Jammu and Kashmir, General N.C. Vij,
has said he wouldn’t be able to settle in
his homeland after retirement.

“We were planning a house in Jam-
mu. The design was done and we were
about to begin construction... but now
plans have changed.” he said.

Speaking to Hindustan Times, Gener-

al Vij said he was deeply attached to the
Valley and would have loved to stay
here, but he was not getting security
clearance for constructing a house here
due to terrorist threats.

At his first ever meeting with the me-
dia in Jammu on October 11 last year,
Vij had said he would stay in Jammu af-
ter his retirement.

The General is due to retire in the
next few months.

“I am not happy with the fact that I

won’t be able to construct a house in my
hometown, but then, that is what has to
happen. I will come here often... to vis-
it my parents and relatives, who are liv-
ing at Naryanai Mohallah from ages.
For me nothing will change,” Vij said.

In September 2003, the Lashkar-e-
Tayyeba had entrusted some terrorists
operating in Poonch district with elim-
inating the Vijs, following which the
government had beefed up security for
the entire family.

Surprising
candour in
Hurriyat’s
approach

Arun Joshi
Jammu, November 23

THE ALL-PARTIES Hurriy-
at Conference spoke its mind
with a surprising mix of stra-
ight-forwardness and diplo-
macy to Pakistan Prime Min-

ister Shaukat Aziz, whom th--

ey met in Delhi tonight. The
Hurriyat wanted to know its
role and the amount of confi-
dence Pakistan would invest
in it while talking Kashmir
with India.

What trickled out through
the sources while the meet-
ing appeared to be lengthen-
ing was that it appeared the
two sides had agreed to take
each other into greater confi-
dence and avoid unilateral-
ism in words and actions - im-
plying Pakistan would not
float trial balloons and the
Hurriyat, too, would not rush
with its half-baked reactions.

“Mutual confidence was
the key”, a source said. The
Hurriyat sought to know its
definite slot and role in re-
solving the Kashmir issue
and politely warned against
any unilateral move subordi-
nating the Kashmiris will to
the bilateral gains by Pak-
istan with India, sources who
knew the pattern and content
of the discussions told Hin-
dustan Times over the phone.

The founder-chairman of
the Hurriyat, Mirwaiz Umer
Farooq, had entered into the
meeting room with a clear
mind to know from Aziz ab-
out “our role” in Islamabad’s
scheme of things. He mani-
fested the same when he said,
“We're looking at a setting in
which we’d like to find out
our role”. Pakistan’s test
would lie in taking the Hur-
riyat into confidence while
dealing with and discussing
Kashmir with India.

The Mirwaiz observed em-
phatically, sources said, in the
resolution of the Kashmir cri-
sis, the will of the people is
supreme and should not be
subordinated to any other
consideration.

Syed Ali Shah Geelani chi-
ded Pak leaders for signalling
confusion at times by floating
proposals deviating from the
plebiscite and implementa-
tion of the UN resolutions”.
The UN resolutions alone are
the realistic, practical and ac-
ceptable solution to the fes-
tering Kashmir crisis. Patch-
works won’t do”, his logic
went on the familiar lines.
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Pervez pitche

Atal Bihari Vajpayee with Shaukat Aziz in New Delhi on Tuesday. ( A1'P) MSee Page 6
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s for Sonla

‘She can build consensus’

RASHEED KIDWAI

Islamahad, Nov. 23: Pak-
istan President Pervez
Musharraf wants Congr-
ess president Sonia Gand-
hi to take a more *proac-
tive role” in thrashing out
a consensus in India on
the Kashmir dispute.

Speaking to The Tele-
graph at his Rawalpindi
Army  House residence,
Musharraf said: “Sonia Gand-
hi has a unique position in
India. She is highly respected
and holds an important posi-
tion. If she takes a lead, I
am confident that there will
be a bhreakthrough in
Indo-Pak ties.”

The President added: “The
good thing is that strictly
speaking, she is not in the gov-
ernment. So she can work it
out in a more informal way.”

Musharraf made a few
other suggestions. too. “She
should try to involve every one
— her allies, the Left and the
Opposition BJP” Every leader
reaches a “peak” in his/her
political ¢career, he said.
adding that Sonia was cur-
rently at her “peak”.

Sitting in the Sun Room
surrounded by his wife Sahe-
ba and mother, the President
confessed that he was a big
“admirer” of Sonia. “It is real-
ly remarkable the way she
declited to be Prime Minister
of India. I really admire her
for that.”

Musharrat said he has in-
vited Sonia and her two chil-
dren -- Rahul and Privanka —
to visit Pakistan. "I am very
keen on meeting them. I am

EXCLUSIVE TO The

She (Sonia Gandhi) is highly respected and
holds an important position. If she takes a
lead, | am confident that there will be a
breakthrough in Indo-Pak ties

Porver Musharraf

sure they can play a big role in
further normalising Indo-Pak
relations.”

He said the Indian leader-
ship must take a step forward
to accelerate the peace pro-
cess. "I know a dispute of this
nature cannot be resolved
quickly But all that I am say-
ing is that please make efforts.
Start a debate within your
country, explore options.”

Wearing a grey suit with a
lavender shirt, Musharraf
said he saw little point in de-
laying the peace process. “Iam
ready to negotiate. Let us start
talking, let us meet. I am ready.
Let us work out a timetable. 1
am prepared to meet in four
days’ notice.”

Musharraf said there was
little point in blaming domes-
tic compulsions for the delay.

"I know there are prob-
lems. There are fundamental-

ists, extremists here, and there
are such sections in India, too.
But then, what is leadership
all about? Leadership often re-
quires moving against the
tide. Moreover, should we
allow such fringe elements to
derail the peace process?”

Musharraf said he could
“sense” that the subcontinent
was itching for a change.

“I have interacted with the
Indian business community.
They want to trade, exploit our
markets and the same feeling
exists among our entrepre-
neurs. But then, there cannot
be commerce, cultural ex-
change in an atmosphere of
mutual suspicion and dijs-
trust,” he said, harping on the
theme of peaceful solution to
the Kashmir dispute.

Referring to Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan  Singh,
Musharraf said he “fully un-

derstood” the Indian leader’s
reluctance to divide Kashmir
on communal lines.

“But the idea of seven re-
gions that I talked about on the
October 25 iftar was based
upon ethnic and regional lines
and not on grounds of reli-
gion,” he said.

The President said he
found Singh to be sincere and
committed to the peace
process. “I instantly built a
great liking for him. He is hon-
est and means what he says.”

Musharraf said his inter-
action with former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee, too, gave clear indications
that the BJP was keen on
peace.

Asked if he had some more
proposals for India, Mushar-
raf said: “I would not reveal
my cards now. I want to see
how the Indian government
reacts. All that I have been say-
ing is that [ am prepared to
take a step forward but it must
match from the other side too.
Let there be a mid-way.”

Berlin Wall warmth

Musharraf’s comments came
as Pakistan Prime Minister
Shaukat Aziz landed in India
for a two-day visit. Aziz, who
will meet the Indian Prime
Minister tomorrow, got a wel-
come call from Singh.

“Who could say some 20
years ago that the Berlin Wall
would be a thing of the past?”
Singh told Aziz, adding that
his “hope and prayer” is that
“we can set in motion a simi-
lar process in this subconti-
nent. I earnestly and sincerely
will work to thatend”.
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'SRINAGAR-MUZAFFARABAD BUS MAJOR PRIORITY

India hopeful of
substantial talks.

v

NEW DELHI, Nov 22. — Despite all the stri-
dent rhetoric that has preceded the visit of the
Pakistan Prime Minister Mr Shaukat Aziz to
India tomorrow, the government is hopeful
that “substantive” discussions on bilateral
relations will be held.

New Delhi plans to stress on the early
launch of the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus ser-
vice and operationalisation of several other
confidence-building measures already agreed
upon. Mr Aziz, a distinguished economist like
Dr Manmohan Singh, is also likely to pitch in

. for an early decision on the overland route of
the Iran-India gas pipeline through Pakistan.

The issue was last discussed when Dr Singh
met Pakistani President General Pervez
Musharraf in New York.

Mr Aziz, the first Pakistani Prime Minister
to visit India in over a decade, will arrive at
the head of a high-level delegation and hold
wide-ranging discussions with the Indian del-
egation, to be led by Dr Singh. He is expected

2 3 NOV 2804
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to formally propose a formula for “resolu-
tion” of the Jammu and Kashmir issue, moot-
ed last month by Gen. Musharraf.

While Dr Singh has repeatedly and categor-
ically ruled out a “redrawing of borders”, the
government is willing to “look at” any pro-
posal on the issue, made formally.

Technically, Dr Aziz’s visit is not in a “bilat-
eral context”, but as the outgoing chairman of
Saarc, so issues related to decisions taken
during the Islamabad summit in January wo-
uld be reviewed, officials said. But the effort
would also be to ensure that the bilateral
peace process is taken forward.

An MEA spokesman said: “We have been
always hopeful that all the interaction will
improve bilateral relations. ‘All our efforts
have been in the direction of resolving our
differences with Pakistan.”

During his two-day visit, Mr Aziz will meet
the President, top political leaders, NDA
chairman and leader of the Opposition and
the petroleum and natural gas minister. He is
also scheduled to meet various separatist
groups leaders.
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G. Ganapathy Subramamam
NEW DELHI 21 NOVEMBER

HE guns might go silent in
I the Kashmir valley with
the peace initiatives of
Team Manmohan starting with
troop reduction in the border
state, but there seems tobenolet-
up in the cross-border onslaught
on Indian economy. Even as
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and President Pervez
: Musharraf are smoking the
peace-pipe, Pakistan’s ISI has
launched a fresh offensive on the
Indian economy by pumping in
fake Indian currency notes.

The menace of fake currency
notes, which was earlier routed
through Nepal, had subsided for
some time after the Indian au-

sthorities launched a massive
crackdown and use of Rs 500

urs

notes was banned in Kath an—
du. The fresh wave of offensive
has been launched by the 151 in
the North East using Bangladesh
as the base, according to highly-
placed intelligence sources.

The resurfacing of fake curren-
cy notes was discussed by the In-
telligence Bureau (IB) with top
police officials of Tripura and oth-
er north-eastern states. Sleuths
suspect  that
militant groups 3
based in the North East are acting
in connivance with the ISI
through  their  bases in
Bangladesh. In many cases, in-
vestigations revealed that the
kingpins in the fake currency
rackets were Bangladeshi nation-
als fronting for the ISL

Following the crackdown in
Nepal, where the Indian rupee is
an accepted currency, the ISI has

shifted its fake currency operations
toBangladesh, Bhutan and Burma
borders where militant groups of
the North East operate. The issue
has now been taken up with the
Border Security Force (BSF). The
collected evidence will also be used
to convince the BSF's counterpart,
the BDR, to take action against the
kingpins, sources said.
Dunng 2002-03 alone, Rs 20
g8 crore in fake
.. » & currency  was
selzed from various parts of the
country. The actual amount of
fake currency in circulation is es-
timated to run into hundreds of
crores. Apart from funding ter-
rorism, the IST is also looking at
destabilisation of the Indian
economy by flooding the country
with fake notes, sources added.
The quality of the fake notes
seized indicates that they could

rs fake s currency into India

not have been produced without
the support of some government
agencies. The needle of suspicion
pointed at the ISI, which sleuths
accused, is seeking to erode the
credibility of the Indian currency.
Fake notes are not uncommon in
the case of top currencies, starting
with the US dollar.

The difference in the case of the
rupee, however, is that it is not
convertible. Officially, the rupee is
notalegal tenor anywhere outside
India, with the sole exception of
Nepal. However, the rupee is ille-
gally transacted in various places
including Sri Lanka, some Gulf
countriesand Bangladesh. Tripura
Police has informed IB about the
fake currency menace in the
North East. The apprehensions are
serious since border trade with
Burma and Bangladesh is being
actively promoted, sources said. /
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_~SINGH DOWNPLAYS MUSHARRAF'S FEARS

¢
VAN

Can’t choose ..

neighbours: PM

Nov. 21. — Prime Minister Dr Manmohan
Singh remained non-committal as he dis-
pelled fears raised by Pakistan President
General Pervez Musharraf and spoke of
the need to strengthen relationships with
- all neighbours.

“We are very serious to ensure that com-
posite dialogue (with Pakistan) progresses,
and progresses well,” Dr Singh told repor-

" ters at the end of a two-day visit to Manipur.
Dr Singh was reacting to Gen. Musharraf’s
outburst yesterday that Pakistan would not
give up its “maximalist position” on
plebiscite and implementation of UN reso-
lutions unless New Delhi met it half-way.

Dr Singh said he looked forward to Gen.
Musharraf’s visit to Dethi on 23 November.
When pressed for comments on. Gen.
Musharraf’s statement the India was
“sending bad vibes” and not showing flexi-
bility, the Prime Minister quipped: “On
the basis of stray words one cannot say
there is no flexibility.”

On the presence of insurgent camps in
Bangladesh, Dr Singh said the matter had
been raised at the highest levels in that
‘country. He had even spoken to the
Bangladesh Prime Minister, Begum
Khaleda Zia. “It is still my hope that the
Bangladesh government will respond con-
structively to our concerns.”

“We can choose friends but not neigh-

bours. While geography has put us together

22 NOV 2004

New deal for N-E

‘GUWAHATI/ IMPHAL, Nov. 21.
— Dr Manmohan Singh today
\| painted a rosy future for the
| North-East saying that it would
be the springboard from which
the country will launch an
economic integration with its
eastern neighbours. He appea-
led to the youth in the region to
not resort to violence and invited insurgents for
talks. He promised a New Deal for Assam to
tackle the scourge of floods. — SNS & PTI

‘ Detalls on page 4

as neighbours, history wants us to be good
neighbours,” he mused. Every effort would
be made to strengthen good relationships
with Bangladesh as also with Pakistan,
Nepal and Myanmar, he said.

External affairs minister Mr Natwar
Singh today counselled patience to
Pakistan saying results of efforts to solve
long-festering bilateral problems cannot
be expected in a day or two, PTI adds from
New Delhi. He said the problems between
India and Pakistan were old and results
could not be expected in a day or two. The
minister reached Kolkata tonight. He will
leave for Guwahati tomorrow morning.

Meanwhile, Pakistan today said it has
added 81 items to a list of goods that can
be imported from India with a reduced
tariff.

THE STATESMAN
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- Compromise, or
Musharraf

9 \‘?\f L\/ S/\ A
“else:
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

LAHORE, Nov. 20. — Visibly
unhappy at India’s assertion
that it would not accept redra-
wing of the borders in J&K,
President Pervez Musharraf
today accused New Delhi of
adopting a “patronising atti-
tude” but left room for carrying
forward the dialegue process.
The General was back in his
tough-talking mood declaring at
the outset at a Saarc media con-
ference here that he did not
believe in mincing words before
voicing his disappointment at
the statements made by Prime
Minister Dr Manmohan Singh
during his recent visit to J&K
that New Delhi was willing to
talk to Pakistan on a solution to
Kashmir that does not involve
redrawing of the borders. He,
however, refrained from men-
tioning Dr Singh by name.
Opening a two-day conference
organised by the South Asmn

2 1 NOV 2804
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‘COSMETIC CUT’

Y LAHORE, Nov.
20. — Gen. Per-
vez Musharraf to-
day dismissed the
Indian govern-
ment’s decision
on the reduction
of troops in J&K as a “cosmet-
ic change” and not a strategic
move that could help solve the
Kashmir issue. — PTI

Free Media  Association
(Safma), the President made it
clear that Pakistan would not
give up its “maximalist posi-
tion” asking for a plebiscite
and implementation of the UN
resolution on Kashmir unless
New Delhi met it half-way.
Clearly angered by New
Delhi’'s offer to consider his
proposal for demilitarisation of
seven regions of J&K on both
sides of the LoC if formally pre-
sented Gen Musharraf said:

“It is not a song one has to hs-
ten to. We expect to be talking.
We expect answers.”

Leaving open the door for rec-
onciliation, the General hoped
that these issues would be sort-
ed out when Prime Ministers
Mr Shaukat Aziz and Dr
Manmohan Singh meet in
Delhi next week. Gen. Mush-
arraf hoped that his concerns
over “bad vibes” from New
Delhi were his “suspicions
only” and that the “light at the
end of the tunnel remained”.

In his address to the confer
ence, Gen. Musharraf dismissec
the Indian view of him as a “uni
focal man” but said Kashmi
remained the core issue.

Meanwhile, Pakistan today
rejected Indian objections to s
proposed $1.3 billion US arms
sale to Islamabad, saying its
“modest” defence requirements

should not irk New Delhi.
| Photograph, another
reportonpr -~ 10
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‘Natwar clears air over K-issue

Says Pak options
will be heard only

if put formallys-> -

New Delhi, November 19

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS Minis-
ter K.Natwar Singh on Fri-
day said India would be ready
to listen to all proposals put
forward by Pakistan on re-
solving the Kashmir dispute,
if laid down formally.

Speaking at a conference
organised by the Observer
Research Foundation (ORF)
here, Singh said New Delhi
had only seen what had been
said by Pakistan President
Pervez Musharraf at an If-
tar party, and was awaiting a
formal presentation of the
same through political or
diplomatic channels.

“What we saw was only
what President Musharraf
(General Pervez Musharraf)
mentioned it at an Iftar party.
We have no formal commu-
nication from the Pakistan
side on what Musharraf had
inmind. The Prime Minister
of Pakistan is coming here
on the 23rd. Let’s see what he
brings”, Singh said.

“Yesterday, the Prime Min-
ister gave his statements in
Kashmir making clear our
stance on the issue”, said
Singh, referring to New Del-
hi’s firm resolve not to redraw
the boundaries in Kashmir; at
the same time agreeing to a

" phased withdrawal of the se-
curity forces from Kashmir
Valley Army officials said
New Delhi is planning to pull
out about 20,000 troops out of
an estimated 500,000.

Meanwhile, comparing
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh’s visit to J&K with
the developments in the BJP
(the Uma Bharati episode),

the striking contrast was
that of sublime and ridicu-
lous, constructive and com-
ic and between sincere and
hypocritical.

Further commenting on
the Kashmir scene in the
light of Singh’s visit, party
spokesman Abhishek Sing-
hvi said that, in comparison
with the NDA dispensation’s
flip-flop on Kashmir, the
PM’s stand was positive —
which also showed a way
forward. He hailed the “big
economic” package offered
by him for the state, which
he felt will help in the over-
all development of J&K.

Singhvi described Singh’s
stand as a “vigorous and fo-
rthright assertion of India’s
uncompromising stand on
territorial integrity”. His op-
en offer for an unconditional
dialogue with those shun-
ning violence was also note-
worthy since it would pave
the way for talks with all sec-
tions of the Kashmiri society.

Composite dialogue: In Is-
lamabad, Shaukat Aziz to-
day vowed to pursue dialog-
ue process with India to find
solution to all issues, includ-
ing Kashmir. “Pakistan will
take forward the current
process of composite dia-
logue with India to find a
lasting and just solution to
the dispute,” he said.

He said Pakistan desired
a peaceful resolution of the
Kashmir issue in line with
the aspirations of Kash-
miris. “Pakistan’s foreign
policy is aimed at projecting
the country’s interest, peace
in the region and internal

20 N8V 2004

Natwar Singh & Pervez Musharraf

INDIA SAFER THAN MOS

stability”, Aziz said, adding
that Pakistan was playing a
key role in the stability and
peace in the region.

In an address that touched
a variety of domestic and in-
ternational issues, Aziz said
Pakistan would pay special

attention to its relations with
major powers — the Euro-
pean Union, Asean, Saarc,
ECO, GCC and OIC countries.
He expressed confidence that
the historically friendly ties

> -

-~

between Pakistan and Chin
would continue to gro%a

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES



fﬁldia not flexible,
toncharges Gen |

WA \t

Islamabad: President Per- )

20 NOV 2004

vez Musharraf on Thursday
said Pakistan was “not en-
couraged” by the signals
coming from India over their

joint pledge to try and re-

solve their dispute
over Kashmir.

“The vibes that
are coming donot en-
courage the process
of normalisation,”
Musharraf said in
an interview, just
days ahead of the
peace talks between
the Prime Ministers
of the two countries in New
Delhi. Accusing India of fail-
ing to show flexibility; he said,
“Certainly, the vibes should be
much better than this...that we
are moving, that we want to.
There ought to be a desire to
move forward towards peace.
But the vibes we are getting do
not encourage peace.”

Musharraf’s comments
came in response to Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh’s
assertion on Wednesday that
India’s boundary would not
be redrawn. Stating that he
saw light at the end of the
tunnel, Musharraf had, at an
iftar party on October 25,
suggested identifying seven

regions on both sides of the
Line of ControMLoC), demil-
itarising them and changing
their status through inde-
pendence or joint control or
under UN mandate. His sug-
gestions came after
talks with Manmo-
han in New York in
September on tak-
ing the peace dia-
logue forward.
Remarking that
violence would stop
only if the peace
process was taken
ahead, he claimed,
“Whoever is behind the vio-
lence and the freedom strug-
gle, the people who are fight-
ing for freedom will be en-
couraged and it will automat-
ically reduce. Nothing is go-
ing from Pakistan. Every-
thing is indigenous, it’s hap-
pening inside Kashmir.”
Dismissing the troop pull-
out from Kashmir as a super-
ficial step, he said, “These are
good optics, but they do not
strike at the strategic issue of
moving forward on a resolu-
tion. If out of 600,000 or
700,000 troops, 40,000 troops
are removed, we welcome it.
It’s a step forward. However, it
is a tactical step forward.” e

—
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-~ ‘POLITICAL SPACE WITHIN STATED POSITIONS’

/

peace

Press Trust of India

ISLAMABAD, Nov. 18 —
Pakistan today said it was mak-
ing efforts along with India to
find a solution for Kashmir
within the stated positions of
both countries and called for
substantial reduction of troops
in J&K to take the dialogue
process forward.

Asked to comment on Dr
Manmohan Singh’s assertions
that any redrawing of maps is
not acceptable to India, Pak-
istan foreign office spokesman
Mr Masood Khan told
reporters here that both the
countries are currently looking
for political space within their
stated positions. “We know
what the stated positions of
Pakistan and India are... Right
now we are looking for some
political space, some areas
where we can make progress.
While these statements are
made reiterating the stated
positions, efforts are being
made to bring about a break-
through to explore new avenues
and options available to leader-
ships of both the countries with-
in the broad parameters of their
stated policy positions.”

Elaborating on Pakistan’s
stand, Mr Khan said the fact
that India has agreed to discuss
Kashmir itself amounted that it
is considered as a contentious
issue between both sides. “This
is not a closed question...
Kashmir was discussed and fig-

Talks possible
within limits’

Dr Singh at a rally in Jammu
on Thursday. — PTI

JAMMU, Nov. 18. — The Prime
Minister today expressed his
belief that “purposeful and
meaningful negotiations” with
Pakistan are possible within the
limits set by him that redrawing
of borders and “second partition”
of the country are not feasible.
“Subject to this, there is wide
scope for dialogue and | hope
people will take advantage of it
Dr Manmohan Singh told repor-
ters here wrapping up his two-
day visit to J&K. He added that
“it's not fair” on the Hurriyal's part
to insist that their leaders should
be allowed to visit Pakistan before
they talk to the Centre. “I do not
accept any pre-condition on the
part of anyone.” — SNS

ured in the bilateral meetings.
President Pervez Musharraf and
Dr Singh in their recent meet-

+Dual efforts in
push: Pak

ing discussed Kashmir and
decided to explore all possible
options for peaceful negotiated
settlement, which means that
we have to move beyond our
stated positions.”

He added that the Prime
Minister’s statement of not
redrawing maps do not negate
the joint statement issued by
Dr Singh and Gen. Musharraf
after their meeting in New
York recently. “We remain
hopeful and optimistic. Ulti-
mately we will not be talking
about redrawing of boundaries
between India and Pakistan
but about deciding about a dis-
puted state called J&K.”

Mr Khan said there must be
reciprocity to gestures from
Pakistan. “There cannot be any
unilateral concession. If Pakis-
tan shows flexibility, there”
must be matching response
from the other side so as to
make any progress.”

On the reduction of Indian
troops in Kashmir as a good
beginning, he said: “We are nei-
ther optimistic nor pessimistic.
What we said is based on real-
ism. Looking at past behaviour
of two actors of Indo-Pak dia-
logue, we have noticed some
momentum. That is what we
have commended.”

On Dr Singh’s condition that
cross-border terrorism should
end, he said it’s not a “real or
live issue”. “The live issue is
protection of human rights.”

Another report on page 4
4



- Both countries must show
¢ flexibility on J&K issue: Pak

Islamabad: Choos\gé t to make an is-
sue of Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh’s statement in Srirpagar that Jam-
mu and Kashmir is an inalienable part
of India, Pakistan on Thursday said the
current efforts between the two coun-
tries were intended to explore “new av-
enues” for solutions to problems.

Foreign office spokesman Masood
Khan told reporters that both the coun-
tries should go beyond the stat-
ed positions for resolving prob-
lems between them.

“I think we know the stated
positions of Pakistan and India.
Right now we are looking for
some political space, some area |
where we can make progress. ﬁ 1o
While the statements being

made are traditional positions, e
forts are also being made to explore
new avenues to look for options,” Khan
said. He was replying to a volley of
questions on Singh’s visit to Jammu
and Kashmir and his remarks at a pub-
lic meeting in Srinagar that J&K is an
inalienable part of India and that such
a position closed all scope for negotia-
tions between the two countries.

“All possible options for a negotiat-
ed settlement should be looked at. We
have to move beyond stated positions
and we have to look at various options

V o=

¢. P Musharraf

to evolve a solution acceptable to India
and Pakistan and the people of Kash-
mir,” he said.

Meanwhile, reacting to the Indian
prime minister’s statement, Pakistan
president Pervez Musharraf has said
that the Line of Control (LoC) is part of
the Kashmir “problem and could never
be a solution.”

At a meeting here on Wednesday
night with PoK leaders, where
Singh’s visit to Srinagar is un-
derstood to have come up for re-
2! view, Musharraf said “all sides”
B have to demonstrate bilateral

and mutual flexibility in order

to take the peace process for-

ward. He expressed Pakistan’s

readiness to show flexibility if it
was reciprocated by India.

The dinner meeting was attended
among others by Pakistan prime min-
ister Shaukat Aziz (who is paying a
two-day visit to India next week), PoK
president Muhammad Anwar Khan
and PoK prime minister Sikandar
Hayat Khan.

An official statement issued after the
meeting did not make any reference to
Singh’s visit to Srinagar but quoted
Musharraf as saying that LoC was a
“part of the problem and could never
be the solution.”

19 NOV 2004 IHE"MES .
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Musharraf said there was a need for
demonstration of flexibility by all
sides, meaning Pakistan, India and the
people of Kashmir.

He said flexibility and sincerity can-
not be one-sided but has to be displayed
“bilaterally and mutually if we are to
move forward and Pakistan is prepared
to do so if there is reciprocity from the
Indian side.”

Musharraf said Pakistan would con-
tinue to pursue a solution acceptable to
the Kashmiri people. He also informed
the Kashmiri leaders of his meetings
with the Indian leadership, which he
termed as “positive” and said he felt
that they were interested in arriving at
a solution on the J&K issue which was
the “root cause of strained relations be-
tween India and Pakistan.”

Reiterating that no solution of Kash-
mir was possible without taking into
account the views and aspirations of
the people of Kashmir, Musharraf said
his remarks outlining options to re-
solve Kashmir issue made at an iftar
dinner on October 25, was aimed at stir-
ring a debate in the media.

He said he had asked the media to de-
bate the options on Kashmir and added
it was imperative to understand that
Pakistan had not stepped back from its
principled position on the issue. #n
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INDIA AND PAKISTAN

1/1/00

W

Vajpayee went to Islamaba

to sign a bilateral accord in
January this year, I had predic-
ted in these columns 3 turn-
around in relations between
India and Pakistan. That turn-
around is on course. For such a
historically embattled relation-
ship improvement in relations
may be slow, even glacial. But
signs of a détente in the making
are visible.

First, the ceasefire on the
border has held for a year now,
which is unprecedented since
the start of the Kashmir insur-
gency. Cross-border infiltration
has not completely halted yet,
but according to the estimates of
a senior BSF officer, 370 mili-
tants are estimated to have cros-
sed over so far this year, as oppo-
sed to 1,200 in the same time last
year. And of course, the two
sides are talking.

Soon after Prime Minister

Mutual dependencies

Cricket matches between In-
dia and Pakistan used to be war
.by other means, to paraphrase
Clausewitz. But India played a
series in Pakistan amidst unpre-
cedented bonhomie soon after
the signing of the January ac-
cords, which amounted to déten-
te by other means.

General Musharraf has now
junked the orthodox Pakistani
position on Jammu and Kash-
mir: holding a plebiscite under
UN supervision. He has come up
with a new and different propo-
sal: “divide Kashmir into seven
different regions, demilitarise
them and change their status.”

Let us leave aside for the
moment that this proposal will
not fly. Given the current state
of India-Pakistan relations, it is
doubtful that any proposal will
fly. And Musharraf’s proposal
was made off-hand, at an iftar
party, rather than through the
formal mechanism established
for this purpose. “Changing sta-
tus,” when fleshed out, comes to
either independence or a joint
. Indo-Pakistani condominium.
One doesn’t see how a tiny,
landlocked fragment of Jammu
and Kashmir can be meaning-
fully independent. As for the
condominium option, Delhi has
enough problems with Jammu
and Kashmir nominally under its
full control, thanks mostly to the
low-intensity war that Islamabad
launched against it under cover
of “plausible deniability.” Now
that the cover has been blown

The author is an Assistant Editor,
The Statesman, Kolkata
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By SWAGATO GANGULY

and denial wholly implausible,
and with the precedent of Kargil
incursions succeeding the La-
hore accord behind it, why
should Detlhi trust Islamabad ge-
tting a footing inside the Indian
part of Kashmir?

This really gets down to the
nub of the problem between the
two countries: no solution can
work unless there is sufficient
trust between the two countries.
The first task, therefore, is to

establish that trust. And the
India-China model of
normalisation of ties looks the
best way of going forward —
boost movement of people and
goods till the distrust has faded
and mutual dependencies are
created. Romance doesn’t
happen in just any ambience,
you need to find the right setting
and provide the proper
atmospherics for it.

Many in Islamabad insist that
Kashmir needs to be settled first,
which makes it incumbent on
Musharraf to come up with one
“solution” after another. The
reality, however, is that current
Indian and Pakistani positions
on Kashmir are so far apart
that they will not be bridged
in a day.

Disintegrating axis

In that context Musharraf’s
proposal must be seen as an
incremental move aimed at un-
freezing rigid Pakistani positions
on Kashmir. And Delhi’s res-
ponse, withdrawing some troops
from Kashmir now that infiltra-
tion has come down, is calibra-
ted just right.

Within Pakistani politics Mus-

p—

harraf’s room for manoeuvre is
shrinking. He has alienated the
democratic parties through his
coup and persecution of their
leaders. But the establishment of
Afghanistan as a democracy will
be a shot in the arm for de-
mocratic forces in Pakistan, just
as its erstwhile Talibanisation
had aided Pakistan’s Islamists.
Musharraf has followed the logic
of Pakistan’s traditional military-
mullah axis — the true “axis of

evil” from India’s point of view
— by fostering the MMA, but
they are angry at him now for
reneging on his pledge to take
off his uniform in December. It
is not that MMA politicians are
democrats or anti-militarists to a
fault, Their real grudge against
Musharraf is that he sided with
the Americans against the Al
Qaeda and Taliban.

Najam Sethi, editor of
Lahore’s Friday Times and shre-
wd observer of Pakistani politics,
has predicted in a recent edito-
rial piece that the military-mul-
lah axis will come apart soon.
Since the military cannot go it
absolutely alone it will have to
ally itself with the mainstream
against the fundamentalists. A
military-mainstream rapproche-
ment augurs well for peace with
India, as Pakistan’s civilian poli-
ticians are not as invested in
Kashmir as are the military and
the mullahs.

Jehad is effectively indivisible;
one cannot parcel it out into
little packages, use some as ins-
truments of high policy while
throwing away the others. The
Lashkar-e-Toiba’s role in the
Kashmir jehad is well known, but
one of its websites has called for
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éendmg holy warriors to Iraq,
opining “jehad against America
has now become mandatory.”
Militants belonging to it have
been captured in Iraq. Mus-
harraf may choose to mount the
jehadi tiger, if he so wishes. But
he cannot hope to ride the jehadi
tiger and the American elephant
simultaneously. To careful
observers, it will be quite
apparent which mount he has
chosen. Sethi points out that
Pakistan’s new prime minister
Shaukat Aziz has spoken of
“mutual dependencies” with
India, which tallies with Delhi’s
idiom but is certainly novel in
Pakistani politics.

Peace dividend

A sceptic might interject that
the Pakistani military is too in-
vested in hostility with India, as
its perks and prestige in Pakis-
tani society flow from it. This has
some validity, but the same
argument can be up-ended. The
Pakistani military is heavily in-
volved in politics and business.
The best farmlands, the largest
industrial groups, the seniormost
positions in the bureaucracy,
even senior administrative posts
in the universities belong to its
personnel. As businessmen, they
must be casting an envious eye
on the volumes of outsourced
business India has been able to
garner.

Huge profits are to be made if
the Iran pipeline deal comes
through. Any observer worth his
salt is ebullient about the
immense benefits of South Asia
wide economic co-operation. In
terms of their business interests,
the Pakistani military would be
among the biggest gainers from
a peace dividend. A war with
India, on the other hand, carries
unforeseen risks, as there is a
good chance that Pakistan’s fat
cat military would be thrashed
by numerically superior Indian
forces. Such a defeat would
consign its present leadership td
oblivion.

There is a good chance that
2005 will be even better for In-
dia-Pakistan relations than 2004,
with one rider. President Bush
may decide to pump in darge
volumes of sophisticated wea-
pons to Pakistan as a “reward”
for compliance with its war on
terror. That would skew the logic
spelt out above, as the military
may decide its best interests do
no lie in peace with India.
Perhaps, contrary to common-
sense, it would be better if they
don’t catch up with Osama bin
Laden anytime soon.
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New Delhi, Nov. 15: Foreign
minister K. Natwar Singh to-
day said “no miracles” should
be expected from the talks on
Kashmir between Shaukat
Aziz and the Indian leadership
when the Pakistan Prime Min-
ister arrives here next week.

“This problem has been
continuing for the last 57
years. There could be no mira-
cle. We are trying our best,”
Singh, who was at a function
to flag off the Asean car rally
that started from Delhi, told
reporters this afternoon.

Aziz is scheduled to arrive
on November 23 for talks with
Indian leaders. Though osten-
sibly he is coming here as the
outgoing chairman of Saarc,
there is little doubt that the
focus of his discussions will
be the ongoing dialogue be-
tween the two sides and how to
take it forward.

Singh said Pakistan has
not sent any formal proposal
on the Kashmir trial balloon
that President Pervez Mushar-
raf floated last month but
added that Aziz could put
these suggestions formally be-
fore the Indian leadership dur-
ing the talks.

Musharraf had suggested

GR
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Natwar with Aziz during his Pakistan visit in July. (Reuters)

that Jammu and Kashmir (in-
cluding the part in Pakistan’s
possession) be carved into
seven regions and demili-
tarised as a prelude to letting
them choose their rulers.
Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh’s recent announce-
ment on reducing troops in
Kashmir and the foreign min-
ister’s remarks last week that
India would consider Mushar-
raf’s proposals once they are

formally put forward have
gone down well in Pakistan.
But there are sections in the
Indian establishment which
feel the hype across the border
is aimed at raising expecta-
tions in South Asia and out-
side of a possible break-
through on Kashmir.

Singh’s attempt to caution
the domestic audience as well
as international leaders with
his comment that no miracles

‘Natwar in reality check

should be expected is being
seen in this backdrop. The for-
eign minister said India has
come up with several propos-
als for improving ties with
Pakistan. “...They (Pakistan)
have responded to some of
them and hopefully their Pri-
me Minister will come and dis-
cuss most of them during his
visit,” he added.

The minister was guarded
in his response when asked if
he was optimistic about the
Pakistan Prime Minister’s
visit.

“I don’t look at it in those
terms. We are looking in te-
rms of realism and we are giv-
ing it our best shot,” he said.

Indian officials have made
it clear that though Delhi
took a unilateral decision to
reduce troops in Kashmir, it
would continue to monitor the
security situation in the state
and along the Line of Control.
According to South Block,
the onus is now on Pakistan
to respond on the issue of
terrorism.

Officials pointed out that
though infiltration across the
LoC has gone down, there is
nothing to suggest that Islam-
abad is taking steps to disman-
tle the terror apparatus on its
side of the border.
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Nov. 14: Pakistan Prime
Minister Shaukat Aziz will
formally put forward Gen-
eral Pervez Musharraf’s
proposals for Kashmir
when he arrives here later
this month.

Some time ago, Mushar-
raf floated a trial balloon by
suggesting Jammu and Kash-
mir (including the part in Pa-
kistan’'s possession) be car-
ved into sevenregions and de-
militarised as a prelude tolet-
ting them choose their rulers.

“Our Prime Minister is
going to India where it will be
discussed,” foreign minister
Khursheed Mehmood Kasuri
told a radio station.

Yesterday, his Indian coun-
terpart, K. Natwar Singh, had
said India would “certainly
look into” such a proposal if it
were to be made formally.

Before Aziz's visit — he
will be in Delhi on November
23 — moves are being made on
either side that suggest a qui-
ckening of activity. Last week,
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh announced troops redu-
ction in the state.

In Hyderabad today, Singh
said the decision was another
experiment to reduce tension
and promote confidence amo-
ng the people.

“We have taken some risks
in the past and this (troop
cut) is not an unacceptable

13 NOV 2004

Shaukat Aziz

risk,” he added.

Aziz is coming to Delhi as
the outgoing chairperson of
Saarc to invite India to the reg-
ional association’s summit in
Dhaka.

Kasuri said: “Our Presi-
dent has already started a de-
bate and there is no doubt that
when we go for the next meet-
ing we will definitely take this
proposal along.”

Even if the proposal is not
discussed during Aziz’s visit,
there will be several occasions
in the near future when the
two sides will come together.

Kasuri said he had invited
Natwar Singh to Pakistan and
“then we are meeting in Dha-
ka and our foreign secretaries
are also due to meet.... So op-
portunities are enough but the
need is for clear and good
intentions”.

India had initially reacted

coldly to Musharraf’s formu-
la. But, yesterday, when asked
for his reaction to the propos-
als, Natwar Singh said India
would consider them if they
were made formally and not
through the media.

Natwar Singh’s remarks
were welcomed by Pakistan as
reflecting a “positive and cons-
tructive approach towards res-
olution of the Kashmir issue”.

Today, he reminded Pak-
istan about India’s concern
over cross-border terrorism.

“We are hopeful that Presi-
dent Musharraf will stand by
the commitment he made
on January 6, 2004. We hope
that cross-border activity will
cease and terrorist movement
will stop,” Singh said.

In a joint statement with
then Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee, Musharraf had
given an assurance that Pak-
istan would not allow territ-
ory under its control to be
used for terrorist activities. .

Before Aziz lands in Delhi,
Manmohan Singh is travelling
to Kashmir this week.

“It is more or less a visit
aimed at giving a healing
touch to people who had suffe-
red tremendously during last
few years.... | want to reach
out to the hearts and minds of
the people,” he said.

“We want to put an end to
this chapter of violence in
Kashmir and that is my goal.”
B See Page 8

THE TELEGRAPH



TAWERW, 38 Arewd: IHIE
WO G 98w AT
TECHCIE AT WAS §F R
NFS P Tarzs dewEl
SCEa Bz @ fue g
wq REw oo Fied e
7ACE FRE RO
SigETE Jre 919 FACS TWA T
M ol SR Brare
ST SRS JCE, SR
S GF5 9% P3| Haieierd
cwrae Ut TEfe Trace) ol
TR SR 996! A F4
e a) afre #ifafEfea Bz
SR A A TG AL

@ forss, Tifvie (o BT
fRrilbie wwees,  lifeema
FE g Feifs TE7 (FE
OIS (T AT AZFCFE LYW
Ty et W 0E, ©f TG Wi
=53 73 faraces omia) 9699
ez R TR AT A1
@IBTES AT T A
@ el T o RS elE
AT e faran da WA
2fre I (e W64 | O FRMI
TEICS oI AT ReTR #ITE
foft wer IR Wew, A
EE I B G S T T
wgsifed FEE |

paEE el @ TweiR

siiffre @rdia en FaiE 5y
el TrafRew | «@F W B

e wra b 4 e
a1 @3 el R A el
©iol T2 el wees focw sem
©IE SRAIbE T a2 #ish
WA W oIl
Frlicaa Feii wwmse &7 «g
ta (299 T/ TSR
w@ace @l fire Birm wacsed
FC (7, OIS Gbis AETST™
o] G2 (TONTE (e 2R (RITE
SIFeId W AR 6T &
fof fmpta st frcs a1fe =)
eiryE AR rs fie w59q Bk
A, IMALICHS AT
@G S T8 W ARSI

Flote  wRNCIR

TR YOS (Y ARG TR
(A (A O W |
A IR JEM
o WTe e @, 97 9d
UEE 63 WRETE  WE
Tracea wae A A ARG
R IEACER (CURATIAA R TR
= Feaf ANfFEW REE| A
fapmE Yt G SR
TqE aF ATFIRSIE IR,
CTNIE HAENE A (R©

A, 58 TeFd: Aven W qrFEa Py rE @
I TR AR T @ sftfegitaa Tty e pfe zs i
F CWIAITER @ TG I G (TR aF 6 AQMAG A @ 494
fATate| (13 4403 A€ AR, 9 qRA NGB afswEmiva st
@ITER AR (AR Brea T onsm FHiafes wieet Seersat
BIEITR 7T | el eyeEl SR (ATF G ST @ et
FTACRA, O (72 TOLTOS SATFAR T I TG FH! AR

RormTa 35 € x3 Oifie grres frmmfbarea (6% | GIRR
T AR GERITER 0 ST AR I A GF AL SR
S5 AR T e e vtz | Fwen pfe wrefie zemm
e BT @« fom o crate YorE wiad o @ eie
3783, ©t ficy FU 273 A AAWAAG TR — oz

7

JreRr) ammiE qEw, o 9@
R[m e TR 959039
TG Tete T fofd e
A @, PIEE 2fewn
s Fw fedr s
Forraren | “97 oA [WeATwIE @2
O3 wgq) A o I, 9=
eiraTem =3 o @ Ay’

g ot NfFeE @ TEerd
e slerwd TS (BT SHNTS
5130z ©f AT WE WA JY
aATEs w59 | s www o
BIET] ATHEH PaisarGt
sicaiframa 6 atem, ‘oo
T s PHEE @
offusfs frraferem of B 1w
FAEN AE CSNE SR
A 8-oATE  (GTEPR)
eSO 3% TR A8 ||

NFET AGTIER TS
Hiferer SiaE Yo wifdd SiEre
R | old TR A (ATFE
(T3 4T W SO} OF A
wifE Wz B ww S
AR WoT S B | G
aFf wF ANMEe Ige! fwrs
e fof | €3 FIReR T
iz RfEs 20 #A s
23 +ffom St =it o ez
i5e a1 S NG Y
3T N T T S Sima
(G (el AR

1% NOV 2004




GRS FCA AT FAPE Q410
oG N woreeR (R e
B F9 (@R TAAIES A,
AfFeE TEEft S ame
AiTa @ ek medR Wit
siFe-Rrad it 2ed IR
FaTe F-weu afsxsfs wTaA
e @ fraoat sace AfE)
wiatered SrErsre e W

@R oy e mafems

FItr (12 IYE afowla I
O ATFR NYFSA I L
o oiffy o7 frer wwea
TS GPRA A QAR
weFT WEGH AE (E
TS SwEe T fof
o wife | e fEEiem
form mifEw faor wrerad Bo-
Afor fave wifisw e
AIRCE ©iF S| I FoTe
T (1R witE TBam
AN, ‘TS @ wWER
R ©iF oFy TREH FAly
a fFrg Frfm e ¢
sAfFwte  fsiifes s
By g a9 G177
wifde WAre wH Frary fwfA|
el (Ate o TR Wil
Tt e «m2 wi
apifgs| egmT® e adw

FY (] FECEN TATHAL

T5a@e @ e eTre, “wrana
S ©itag etz | ord o
e, A% fmanda gt
% FEFA vare (weT 0T
T IE TR seEw
eyTE AFeAfTE JAETE @
o fecaferem, < aem
TotaR Afds ArapaE sfae
fSasam —Pif iz

ACRVIRSES| Qﬂiis

FEA, S0 TCoFE: WfEFw
ot st TR Wreid @
A HTRR =TS WA 5% T
siferim @ot ciE ewE
OrF SENREEE T $9E
wige wifar ofn el =
FEF G YA | 2T SFR
coet, wiFare Ay woam
A gra W o e
stire st fog ‘@we
TR ©f ©HETS otz 711’ oi7

7%y ATt s W)

14 NOV 2004

ANADABAZAR PATTIKA



New Delhij

13 NOVEMBER -

ATIONAL security advi-
Nsor J.N. Dixit on Saturday

slammed the Hurriyat
Conference for insisting on talk-
ing to Pakistan high commission-
er and not to Union home minis-
ter Shivraj Patil, saying: “We can't
have this high-horse spirit.”

“Let Pakistan talk to their own
Kashmiris and we will do the
same. Why should we respond to
Pakistan’s  insistence
that talks should be
held in their territory
and at their insistence,”
he said an interview.
Known for candid
speaking, Mr Dixit, a
former high commis-
sioner to Pakistan, said
Umer Farooq, acting
chairman of Hurriyat, |
had met Pakistan Presi- |

P

+ Dixit refuses to
hold bilateral
talks in Pakistan

Advisor Slams Hurriyat Arguments

hesitant” about the K-word and
what in his view was a likely so-
[ution to the problem, Mr Dixit
said: “We have to first be respon-
sive 10 what the Kashmiris want
and have also to think of innova-
tive ways of not letting talks
break down.”

He said Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh was clear on two
points—that there can be no ter-
ritorial delineation and that there
can be no timeframe for such ne-

gotiations. Mr Dixit also made it

dent Pervez Musharraf in Ams-
terdam and “the Pakistan high
commissioner is a permanent
host to them.”

“He always has time for them,
We can't have this high-horse
spirit-— that you can speak to the
high comumissioner of Pakistan
but not the home minister of In-
dia,” he said. He was asked why
India was so scared of fetting Hur-
tiyat leaders travel to Pakistan.
Having a formal delegation visit
Pakistan was Islamabad’s tactic of
having tripartite talks, in which
they only want those hardline
representatives who talk of sepa-
ration and secession, he said.

On why India was always “so

clear that the Hurriyat Confer-
ence was not the only organisa-
tion that represented the Kash-
mirs. “I am talking about the
Pandits (Kashmiri) and other
mainstream political parties.”
When reminded that the Hur-
riyat leaders were engaged in
talks with the Centre during the
NDA regime and occupied some
political space in the valley, he
said the home minister had invit-

ed them for talks soon after

taking office.

“But then they killed Mirwaiz
Umer Farooq’s uncle. Syed Ali
Shah Geelani has his own pre-

conditions, that he will talk only -

aftergoing to Pakistan. — zl L

Indiato look at
Pak plan on J&K

V. Mohan Narayan

ABOARD SPECIAL AIRCRAFT 13 NOVEMEBER

hold “substantial” talks with
Pakistan Prime Minister
Shaukat Aziz during his visit to
New Delhi from November 23
and “certainly look” at any “for-
mal” proposal by Islamabad on

I NDIA on Saturday said it will

—1 Kashmir but firmly ruled out any

third party mediation on the
vexed issue.

India hasaiso made it clear that
success of the ongoing composite
dialogue depended on the neigh-
bouring country stopping cross-
border terrorism. “We are look-
ing forward to the visit of Aziz,”
external affairs minister X. Nat-

proposal made at an Iftar party or
through the media “really cannot
be accepted.” “If such a formal
proposalis made, we will certain-
ly look at it,” he said. Genera)
Musharraf had suggested that In-
dia and Pakistan consider the op-
tion of identifying some “regions”
of Kashmir on both sides of the
Line of Control {LoC), demili-
tarise them and grant them the
status of independence or joint
control or under UN mandate.
To a question on US deputy
secretary of state Richard Ar-
mitage during his recent visit to
Islamabad describing General
Musharraf’s suggestion as “very
forward thinking,” Mr Singh said
“itis for the Americans to decide.”

war Singh told re- z
porters on board
special TAF aircraft
while returning
from Cairo after
attending the mili-
tary funeral of
Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat.

Mr Aziz, who is
the Saarc chair-
man, will arrive in 3
New Delhi for a
three-day visit on
November 23. In keeping with
Saarcpractice, Mr Aziz will extend
an invitation to Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh to attend the
Saarc Summit in Dhaka from Jan-
uary 9to 11. “Itis obvious that we
will also have substantial talks
with him,” Mr Singh, whowasac-
companied by railway minister
Lalu Prasad, parliamentary affairs
minister Ghulam Nabi Azad and
CPMIeader Sitaram Yechury, said.

Asked about Pakistan Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf’s recent
suggestion on resolving the
Kashmir issue, Mr Singh said a

NATWAR: TALKING TERMS

“As far as we
are  concerned,
this is a bilateral
matter. No third
party is involved.
A third party in-
volvement  will
not be acceptable
to India,” he said.
1 “We apprediate
A their (US) interest
B in this. Butthere is
no question of any
third party getting
involved in mediation,” he
stressed.

Observing he was glad that the
composite dialogue was “pro-
gressing satisfactorily,” he said “so
far, there has been no backirack-
ing and there has been no set-
backs.” Reminding Islamabad of
General Musharraf’s assurance of
January 6 this year that he will
not aflow territory under Pak-
istan’s control to be used by ter-
rorists to attack third countries
like India, Mr Singh said “now
the total success of the composite
dialogue depends on this.” — PTI
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" Singh short shrift

to Pervez pr
g

BHARAT BHUSHAN

The Hague, Nov. 8: In an un-
usually strong statement,
Prime inister Man-
mohan Singh today dismis-
sed out of hand a suggesti-
on for the demilitarisation
of Jammu and Kashmir.

He refused to be drawn
into any discussion on demil-
itarisation, saying the de-
ployment of the Indian Army
on Indian territory was not
open for deliberation with
outsiders.

In a joint media interac-
tion with the president of the
European Council and Nether-
lands Prime Minister, Jan
Peter Belkenende, and Euro-
pean Commission president
Romano Prodi, Singh took an
unequivocal stand on the sta-
tus of Jammu and Kashmir.

“Yalmust recognise that
Jamnittand Kashmir is an in-
tegral part of India. The de-
ployment of the Indian Army
}in any part of India is not
something for.discussion with
outside agencies,” Singh said

9 NOV 7004
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Attack on Geelani son-in-law

Srinagar, Nov. 8: Gunmen shot the son-in-law of a Kashmiri
separatist leader today when he was entering his house.
Doctors said Altaf Ahmad Shah, son-in-law of All Parties
Hurriyat Conference leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani, was out
of danger after the attack. Altaf also headed the legal cell of

the group.

The attack, the second on the group in a little over a
month, came at a time when separatist leaders are trying to
re-unite the Hurriyat. (See Page 6)

inresponse to a question.
This was as close as the
Prime Minister was willing to
come to engage with one of the
substantive components of
the proposal of Pakistan Pres-
ident General Pervez Mushar-
raf for a region-wise demili-
tarisation of Jammu and
Kashmir. Commenting on the
proposal to divide the state
into “seven regions” and de-
militarising them in order to
change the status of each one,
Singh said India did not con-
sider it a proposal at all.
“When we receive it offi-
cially, we will react in an ap-
propriate manner;” he said.

Singh preferred to go back
to the basics — telling Pak-
istan to stop supporting those
engaged in terrorist activities
against India and only then
hope for a dialogue. He re-
called the statement issued by
former Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee and Mushar-
raf in January 2004 in Islam-
abad in this regard.

What is significant is that
in a joint statement issued
after the India-EU summit
meeting, the European Union
also called for adhering to the
same Islamabad statement to
create a conducive atmosph-
ere for the composite dialogue.

posal

PRt pn

The EU thus welcomed
“the positive evolution of the
relationship between India
and Pakistan” but hoped for
its “consolidation” in an at-
mosphere “free from the men-
ace of terrorism and violence,
in accordance with the joint
press statement of January 6,
2004”.

This statement, considered
the first new formulation of
India-Pakistan relations since
the Simla Agreement of 1971,
enjoins Pakistan to stop all ter-
rorist activity in areas under
its control.

It was this statement,
Singh recalled, which had
made restarting the composite
dialogue possible. The Prime
Minister said: “When I met
President Musharraf in New
York on the sidelines of the
UN General Assembly, we reit-
erated our commitment to
move forward the dialogue. So
long as Pakistan adheres to its
January 2004 commitment, we
will discuss all outstanding is-
sues with it, including Jammu
and Kashmir” (See Page 8)
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“India rules out

\,M.

medla dialogue
" on Kashmir

q\\o
TR

New Delhl\Srmagar Ina
. cautious re-
W sponse  to
3 Pakistan
{t President
WM Pervez
! Musharraf’s
new formu-
P Musharraf oo 10
Kashmir problem, India on
Tuesday said it did not like
to discuss the issue
through the media, adding
that the composite dia-
logue process was the ap-
propriate forum to raise it.
“We do not believe that
Jammu and Kashmir is a
subject on which discus-
sions can be held through
the media,” external affairs
ministry spokesman Navtej
Sarna told reporters. ‘As
you are already aware, it is
one of the subjects in the
composite dialogue process.
So, if there are any propos-
als, it should be brought to
the forum,” he said.
Speaking at an Iftar din-
ner in Islamabad on Mon-
day night, the Pakistan
President had suggested
that to solve the issue both
the countries should identi-
fy the regions on both sides
of the Line of Control, de-
militarise them and change
their status through inde-
pendence or joint control or

UN mandate.

Reacting to Musharraf’s
proposal, the Congress, an
ally in the ruling coalition
in Jammu and Kashmir,
said the party was against
the division of the state.

The two factions of the
Hurriyat Conference cau-
tiously reacted to Mushar-
raf’s proposal. “Hurriyat’s

Pak oppn
dubs it ‘betrayal’

Islamabad: Opposition
parties in Pakistan
slammed Musharraf’s new
proposals on solving the
Kashmir problem, saying
it was a “betrayal of the
cause,” and a “roll back” of
the country’s policy on the
issue, senior MMA leader
and vice president of the
Jamat ulema Islami (JUI),
Hafeez Hussain Ahmad
said. emi

stand is very clear on such
issues. Either the people of
Jammu and Kashmir
should be given the right to
self determination or a tri-
partite dialogue should be
held to find a solution to the
Kashmir issue,” hardline
leader Syed Ali Shah teld
mediapersons. e

» Pressure tactics, Page 14




/| Gen’s Kashmir formula to

“apply pressure

By Jal Taraporevala
Times NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: The call issued by
Pakistan President Prevez
Musharraf for a new ap-
proach on Kashmir should be
interpreted in terms of a five-
fold objective.

First, he is implicitly un-
derscoring the point that the
current rapprochement be-
tween the two countries will
come under strain unless the
implementation of confi-
dence-building measures is
accompanied by a substan-
tive dialogue on Kashmir.
Second, by holding out the

—_——

g Tves OF WO

AL AN
possibility of various op- Indiatocomeup with itsown
tions, both in terms of geog- new set of proposals.

raphy (not necessarily treat- Third, Musharraf is hop-

ing the territory of ing to spark a de-
Kashmir as an inte- | bate in Pakistan
gral whole) and po- on the alternative
litical status (either ways of resolving
establishing a con- the Kashmir prob-
dominium or grant- lem and, at the
ing indepence), same time, reduce

Musharraf is seek-
ing to demonstrate

the domestic criti-
cism he faces for

that Islamabad has the recent vote in
tangibly moved parliament allow-
away from its tradi- ing him to retain
tional insistence on the hold the posts of president and

ing of a plebiscite.
This, in turn, is aimed at

iNneraoacineg #lha s st aaa

army chief until 2007 and for
his ongoing support for
Winechinatnan’s 5o called war

A

7 0cr 2004

on India

on terror. Fourth, Mushar-
raf would seem to calculate
that his latest initiative
would place Islamabad in a
better position to reconcile
the differences between the
two factions of the Hurriyat
Conference—something
which is essential if Pak-
istan is to strengthen its bar-
gaining clout with India. Fi-
nally, Musharraf is likely to
use his proposals to urge
whichever administration
emerges after the US presi-
dential elections to facilitate
a substantive dialogue be-
tween India and Pakistan on
Kashmir.

K ep—————



“Delhi cautious over”

(N

NEW DELHI,
Pakistan President General Pervez

Oct. 26, —
Musharraf’s  formulation to
resolve the J&K problem is a sig-
nificant departure from any pre-
vious solution offered
by Islamabad, and pro-
bably the first time any
Pakistani leader has
spoken of doing away
with the plebiscite.

And although, accor-
ding to New Delhi,
there can be “no ques-
tion of change” in the
external status of J&K,
with any solution based
on the redrawing of boundarles
and further partition not on its
radar screens at all, the govern-
ment is playing down General
Musharraf’s suggestions, reacting
very cautiously so that the tempo of
the bilateral thaw is not disrupted.

It would not like to discuss the

.food for thought’

issue through the media, the gov-
ernment said. One of elght topics
slated for discussion under the
composite dialogue process, the
foreign ministry spokesman said,
was the Jammu & Kashmir peace
process. QUL - [P

“We don’t believe that J&K is a
subject on which dis-
cussions can be held
through the media.”
Delhi views the propos-
al as indicative of
Islamabad’s realisation
that the position hither-
to held by it on J&K is
not sustainable. The
NDA termed it a “non-
starter”.

Pak Opposition stand
The remarks drew criticism from
Pak Opposition. “I don’t think
Gen. Musharraf’s proposal is in
the interest of Pakistan,” said
Raja Zafarul Haq, leader of the
Alliance for the Restoration of
Democracy, adds PTL
e
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‘Indo -Pak thaw gets a jolt

(¢
Saurabh Shukla \M\ l\

New Delhi, October 14

WITH THE increased peo-
ple-to-people contacts be-
tween India and Pakistan
building an ambience of
peace, a worried military
establishment in Islamabad
has now decided to throw a
spanner to such contacts.

What seems to be build-
ing into a pattern several
contacts have been ground-
ed by Islamabad over the
last few days. On Tuesday
the Pakistani Interior Min-
istry stopped the visit of a
12-member delegation of
Pakistani political workers
and journalists from visit-
ing Charar-e-Sharif in Jam-
mu and Kashmir at the Wa-
gah border on Tuesday.

The delegation was being
hosted by South Asia Peace
Committee led by Nirmala
Deshpande, who was wait-
ing on the Indian side of the
border. The permission was
denied at the last minute, al-
though the visit was earlier
cleared by the Pakistani
Foreign and Interior Min-
istry, sources told Hindus-
tan Times.

This is not the only case,
while a Made in Pakistan
exhibition was allowed in
India hosted by FICCI earli-
er this year, permission was
not granted by Islamabad to
hold a Made in India exhibi-
tion, which was scheduled
for this month. The exhibi-
tion would have helped two
sides revive their trade
links, which has been held
hostage of the political di-
vide between the two coun-
tries.

Also on the military es-
tablishment’s chopping
board was a Jatha of Sikh
pilgrims that wanted to vis-

BSF Additional Director General (West
Javed Zia address a joint Press briefin
between the officials of two border for

it Kartarpur Sahib, another
one from Shadani Durbar
sect was not allowed per-
mission to visit Pakistan.
While no reason has been
put forward for grounding
these visits, analysts be-
lieve that the military
regime is rattled by the
overwhelming response to
the people-to-people con-
tacts between the two coun-
tries especially in Pakistan.

While those coming from
Pakistan have been exposed
to a liberal democratic set-
up in India, this has re-
moved the myths about con-

ditions in India and ques-
tions are now being asked
about the situation that ex-
ists in Pakistan.
Humanitarian considera-
tions have also been forgot-
ten, for instance Islamabad
has not responded to sever-
al requests made by India to
release 500 fishermen that
still are in their custody
“We have made several re-
quests. We are keen to re-
lease 100 Pakistani fisher-
men but despite an agree-
ment reached between the
two Foreign Secretaries,
Pakistan is silent on the is-

PTI

) A K Mitra (leff) and Pakistan rangers DG Maj Gen
g on the concluding day of second Bi-Annual meeting
ces in Chandigarh on Thursday.

sue,” said a source.

Infact Islamabad has also
reduced the number of
visas being issued by its
High Commission here re-
sulting into several hun-
dred families camping in
the open outside the Pak-
istani High Commission.
They have been foiced to
wait for days outside the
High Commission in the
capital’s diplomatic area,
and the sight certainly does
not present a picture of
trust and confidence in the
bilateral ties between the
two neighbours.
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_~India must show its desire for friendship with its neighbour

Business with Pakistan

he prime minister, Man-

mohan Singh, said after

his one-on-one meeting

with the president of

Pakistan, General Per-
vez Musharraf, that he thought “we
can do business with him”. Some
people have criticized his state-
ment, on the ground that he should
not have said this witheut consult-
ing his cabinet and should have, in
any case made it in parliament. Oth-
ers have said that the prime minis-
ter was ignoring the unreliability
that the “devious” general has
shown in the past in his dealings
with India. They feel that he has still
to prove that he can be trusted to
stick to commitments and to keep
his word.

Perhaps we should consider the
constraints on his vision for Pak-
istan. He is not an Islamic funda-
mentalist of the vintage of the late
president Zia ul-Haq. He is a com-
mando and changes his tactics
quickly when he thinks the circum-
stances demand it. He was not above
using fundamentalists as he did
when he helped to build up the tal-
iban. He saw control over Afghan-
istan as a means to put pressure on
India to settle the Kashmir dispute.
The taliban were his instrument.

After 9/11 he was probably the
first to understand how it could ben-
efit Pakistan and help him achieve
his vision for it. He changed tactics
and abandoned the taliban. He an-
ticipated the American invasion of
Afghanistan and decided that he
could not stand in the way. Instead
he cooperated, withal hesitantly
and not always fully, but enough for
them to regard him as a close ally.
He obviously observed the very ad-
verse impact of Islamic fundamen-
talism on the Pakistani society and
image in the world. He became an
enemy of terrorism since he saw
the opportunity it gave him to crack
down on terrorist groups within
Pakistan that were giving it the
name of afailing state, fragmenting
info bits.

e was always for putting a
H closure to the Kashmir

issue. As a soldier, he recog-
nized what the defeat of Pakistan in
three wars with India proved —that
Pakistan was economically and mil-
itarily too small to ever win a war
with India. Nuclear weapons might
contain a war but could not settle
the Kashmir issue. Kargil was his
attempt to dominate the road to
Kashmir and force India to the ne-
gotiating table. When it failed he
jumped at the opportunity to cut a
deal with a peace-loving Atal Bihari
Vajpayee in Agra. He probably rec-
ognized that Vajpayee and the
Bharatiya Janata Party were more

The author is former director-
general, National Council for
Applied Economic Research
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likely to settle Kashmir than other
political parties. But his very clever
charming of Indian editors at the
press conference and his haughty
walkout when he did not get his way
renewed Indian doubts about his re-
liability. He tried to get his Ameri-
can allies involved with Kashmir
but the United States of America
and the rest of the world were more
interested in the goodwill of India.
He saw that Kashmir was not
merely the “core issue” with India
but it was the root cause of Pakis-
tan’s erratic development, of its

being hostage to fundamentalists
and its dependence on terrorist
groups. These began to operate in-
side Pakistan as well. His freedom of
action is constrained by the army
from which he draws his power. Ele-
ments in the army regard compro-
mising on Kashmir as contrary to
what they had fought so many wars
for. They are not keen to restrain
cross-border terrorism. Hence the
flipflops when at times after weeks
of sweet reasonableness, Mushar-
raf becomes belligerent about
Kashmir or suddenly denies that
there are terrorists moving across
the border from India to Pakistan.
This constraint imposed by an
army that he cannot entirely trust
(after all, the almost successful
assassination attempts on him must
have had information and support
from the top ranks of the army)
must be recognized and used
by India in its negotiations with
him.

Our approach must be to make
friends with the many liberal ele-
ments in Pakistani society (includ-
ing the army) while taking unilater-
al actions to encourage Pakistanis

N

COMMENTARAO yf‘””
SL.RAO &

to learn how India is faring as a
democratic society is growing.
Musharraf’s objectives must be
to get Kashmir out of the way so
that Pakistan can go about building
a prosperous society. For this he
must rid the country of Islamic fun-
damentalisms. Obviously he will
not disband the “cross-border ter-
rorism” altogether till Kashmir is
settled, if then. Our guard cannot
come down on this matter while we
should put all possible pressure so
thatterrorismisreduced as ithasin
the last nine months. But Mushar-

‘ Musharraf’s
objectives for Pakistan
coincide with indian
interests ,

raf cannot himself be happy at con-
tinued dependence on and support
to these terrorist groups. His inter-
est in resolving Kashmir is closely
tied to his desire to rid Pakistan of
fundamentalisms.

Tactically his support to the har-
dline wing of the Hurriyat in Kash-
mir is akin to allowing the terrorist
groups to continue operations, but
on a leash. it is another instrument
to get a better settlement on Kash-
mir when India starts negotiations.

The Indian objective must be to
eliminate or at least drastically re-
duce terrorism and maintain the in-
tegrity of Pakistan so that we donot
get the Wild West that is Afghan-
istan closer to our borders.

Pakistani hostility to India has
seriously affected its development
while India has had to waste re-

sources to contain it. It has, until
9/11, bedevilled our relationships
with other Islamic countries. China
has used Pakistan to add masala to
this hostility by fairly inexpensive
but successful support to Pakistan.
Kashmir has meant substantial fi-
nancial and human costs for India.
It has given human rights groups a
stick to beat India with. Dead army
and other security personnel on
duty in Kashmir exacerbate anti-
Muslim sentiment in the country.
The large presence of security per-
sonnel in Kashmir locks up our
forces in a civilian operation that
can only brutalize them and at high
cost. India can bear the cost but it is
a diversion from development. Ter-
rorist groups in Pakistan, the de-
clining law and order situation
there, the infiltration of Islamic
fundamentalism into India, are all
against Indian interests. Mushar-
raf’s objectives for Pakistan thus co-
incide with Indian interests. This is
what “doing business” is about.

ut after years of advertising
B India as the “enemy” it is dif-

ficult for the army to un-
bend. That is why reciprocity is so
slow to India’s offers of confidence
building measures. “Doing busi-
ness” also requires that agreements
be honoured. Here we can never be
certain, given the constraints im-
posed on Musharraf by hostility
within his army and the religious
clergy that the army has encour-
aged for so long. The India-Pakistan
border will always be a tense one.
The relationship will never be over-
ly friendly. For one thing India is too
big and apparently successful. The
envy of India is endemic to south
Asia where the other countries re-
gard India as a giant neighbour that
acts superior and dominating.

We have to keep our guard up.
However if the strategy is to make
friends, we should unilaterally en-
courage visits of ordinary people,
journalists and academics. Some of
this has started. We should encour-
age intellectual intimacy through
scholarships to IIITs, 1ITs, IIMs,
medical colleges, and so on. The
ICSSR should have a research budg-
et for collaborative social sciences
research about India-Pakistan rela-
tionships and societies. We should
invite them to our various confer-
ences and conventions and provide
funding to make it happen. We need
to go out of our way to be helpful
and friendly. Let us not wait for Pak-
istan to respond to such measures
but just go ahead and publicize
them. Given the macho attitude of
the Pakistan army, they will not
want to appear responsive to our
initiatives. But they will respond in
some way at some time. We must
demonstrate our desire for friend-
ship with Pakistan, whoever might
be the person in power. Some unilat-
eral actions by us will surely im-
prove our business with Pakistan.
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SCIVIL WELQOME

/ he decision of the government%t\{rsldla to
I allow a large group of journalisds from
Pakistan to visit Jammu and Kashmir
needs to be welcomed and supported. By all ac-
counts, the visit, so far, has been hugely success-
ful. The task now is to build on this visit to gener-
ate greater people-to-people contact between the
two countries. As is well known, the government
of India has traditionally been reluctant to allow
foreigners, and especially Pakistanis, to visit
Jammu and Kashmir since the onset of militancy
in 1990. However, as the political situation in
Jammu and Kashmir changed, New Delhi has en-
couraged foreigners to visit different parts of the
state, including Kashmir valley. But Jammu and
Kashmir was, till recently, out of bounds for Pak-
istanis. The new government led by Mr Manmo-
han Singh seems to have now reversed that deci-
sion. Indeed, it is the first time that nearly 20 Pak-
istani journalists, representing virtually the
whole spectrum of the media in the country, are
visiting Kashmir. They represent major national
dailies like The News, The Nation, Dawn and the
Daily Jang and newly established private televi-
sion channels like GEO TV and Indus TV. In
Jammu, the journalists visited migrant camps of
Kashmiri Pandits, interacted with local media,
spoke at a meeting of the Chamber of Commerce,
and discussed political issues with academics and
students. No restrictions whatsoever have been
put on their movements. In the Kashmir valley;
the visiting press delegation will meet the sepa-
ratist leadership of the All Party Hurriyat Confer-
ence and government officials, including the chief
minister. This is unprecedented and path-break-
ing. For the first time, the Pakistani people will
get a first-hand account of the situation in the val-
ley from their own citizens.

The message that New Delhi clearly wants to
convey is that there is nothing to hide in Kashmir
and that the Pakistan government’s propaganda
may have been off-target. The visit of the journal-
ists may also help to create a conducive atmos-
phere for the further strengthening of the peace
process between India and Pakistan. It may also
help to provide the Pakistan president, Mr Pervez
Musharraf, if he is so inclined, the space to move
down from his absolutist stand on Kashmir. The
government of India must now build on this latest
initiative. It is clear that one of the greatest
strengths of India is its democracy and its vibrant
civil society. It must allow Pakistan’s people to b
exposed to India’s civil society without demapd-
ing any reciprocity from Islamabad.
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/The K-word and T-word

Don't get ensnarled in the semantics of Indo-
Pak joint statements. Look at the big | plcture

HERE has been conte g
some quarters that the joint
statement between Prime Minijster
Manmohan Singh and President Per-
vez Musharraf in New York has failed
-to mention the T-word — terrorism
from across the border — while ac-
cepting the K-word — finding a solu-
tion to the Kashmir issue. We could

" tie ourselves into knots over such vo-

cabulary or the import of semantics
in joint statements and declarations.
But it is obvious that January’s Islam-
abad joint press statemeit is not only
not over-ruled by the New York state-
ment, but the latter specifically recog-
nises the spirit of the Islamabad state-
ment. As for the Kashmir issue, its
resolution through a bilateral, peace-
ful dialogue, has been very much a
part of the Indian position since the
1972 Simla Agreement. This, it may
be recalled, was also the advice given
by China’s the president, Jiang
Zemin, to Pakistan eight years ago,
although Pakistan actually hardened
its pre-conditions rather than listen-
ing to its senior strategic partner.
The most significant element of
the Manmohan-Musharraf meeting
is that both sides have given up speci-
fying any pre-conditions in the pur-
suit of the bilateral dialogue “to re-
store normalcy and co-operation
between India and Pakistan”. While
Kashmir would continue to be dis-
cussed within the framework of the
composite dialogue, as much as
cross-border infiltration and terror-
ism would be, the result that we need
to keep in mind is that such terrorism
would have to end for the sake of
normalcy. Settlement of the Kashmir

]
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m in issue woul main extremely prob-
lematic if killings go on. But in glvmg

up the previous government’s posi-
tion of making normalcy with Pak-
istan almost conditional, if not a
hostage, to the stoppage of cross-
border terrorism, the Manmohan

-Singh government has managed. to

get Pakistan to forego its favourite
mantra of Kashmir as a “core issue”
and its resolution as a precondition

to progress on other aspects of the -

composite dialogue.
The result has been not only in
the atmospherics of the process of

building normalcy in our relations

but also in the substance — Pakistan,
for instance, did not raise the issue at
the UN General Assembly. Obvi-
ously, backdoor diplomagy played an
important part in turning a crucial
page in bilateral relations even if
opening a new chapter is some pages
away. The challenge now is to actu-
ally start implementing some of the
agreed steps in CBMs and generat-
ing the necessary atmosphere of trust
and mutual understanding for the
sake of the people of the two coun-
tries. The forthcoming visit of Pak-
istani journalists to J&K, therefore,
is a positive step in this process.
What we need to bear in mind is that
there will be hardliners on both sides

willing to obstruct the process of nor-

malisation. Attempts to derail the
process, probably with desperate vi-
ciousness, should be expected. This
requires both sides to retain their
cool and defeat the goals of such ele-
ments for the sake of the larger pur-
pose: achieving a lasting peace on
the subcontinent.

4]
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2004

DETENTE AS AN IMPERATIVE o,

THE HIGH-LEVEL AGREEMENT India and Pa-
kistan reached in New York to press ahead with
the process of détente in the spirit of the Islama-
bad joint statement of January 6, 2004 must be
assessed as an excellent political outcome, given
the scepticism and uncertainty, not to mention
the to-ing and fro-ing, that are known to be
endemic to the bilateral relationship. The core
of the ‘agreement’ that resulted from Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh’s September 24
meeting with President Pervez Musharraf on the
sidelines of the United Nations General As-
sembly session is the decision to persevere with
the fairly new track of “normalcy and cooper-
ation” — as opposed to the old path of conflict,
hostility, and mistrust — in India-Pakistan rela-
tions. Specifically, the two Governments have
agreed to implement confidence-building mea-
sures (CBMs) of “all categories under discus-
sion... keeping in mind practical possibilities”;
to address the issue of Jammu and Kashmir with
a view to exploring “possible options for a
peaceful, negotiated settlement... in a sincere
spirit and purposeful manner”; and to let the
CBMs contribute to a trusting and peaceful en-
vironment at the people-to-people level. These
are indeed the three substantive elements of the
January 6 joint statement forged by Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari ﬁpayee and President
Musharraf. Ll

One mighetidve expected the Bharatiya Janata
Party to claim original credit for what can, ar-
guably, be termed a breakthrough in India-Pa-
kistan relations. But that is not how
oppositionism tends to approach current issues.
The former External Affairs Minister and pre-
sent BJP spokesman, Yashwant Sinha, has gone
so far as to attack the September 24 joint state-
ment for “diluting” India’s traditional position
of refusing to give “centrality” to the Jammu &
Kashmir issue but treating it as “one of the is-
sues... among many”; for leaving out the specif-
ic ‘reassurance’ given by Pakistan (in the
January 6 joint statement) not to allow any terri-
tory under its control to be used for supporting
terrorism in any manner; and for treating the
possibility of a gas pipeline viag Pakistan to India
as a “stand alone issue” (instead of linking it
with the demand that Pakistan extend the Most
Favoured Nation treatment to India). Such neg-
ativism is not just short-sighted and petty, it
seems to run directly against Indian popular
sentiment, which clearly wishes the process of
détente with Pakistan to be taken forward imag-
inatively and on an enduring basis.

. There is nothing official India can possibly
lose by engaging Pakistan straightforwardly on
the question that has bedevilled the bilateral
relationship for at least 57 years. It is hard to
imagine any Indian government moving away
from the internal consensus position of political
India, which seems to have the strong support
of the Indian people, that the only negotiated
final solution to the Kashmir dispute with Pakis-
tan is a solution that formalises and legalises the
status quo, that is, the present territorial division
along the Line of Control (with very minor
changes where deemed unavoidable or mutual-
ly beneficial). Nothing else is within the realm of
practical politics. This of course is to assume
that war between two countries possessing nu-
clear weapons — as a ‘continuation’ of the pol-
icy of seeking territorial change ‘by other
means’ — can be ruled out as too horrendous a
prospect to contemplate. But since political Pa-
kistan continues to reject out of hand any settle-
ment on such a basis, the only reasonable
Indian approach can be to engage its neighbour
by asking what possible alternative solutions it
has in mind and demonstrating an open-mind-
ed and friendly willingness to talk about them.

Endinggross-border terrorism must remain a
high pri India. This objective is to be
realised not by goingwﬁr with Pakistan but by
engaging intelligently with it, by building inter-
national pressure and appealing to reasonable

democratic constituencies within Pakistan, and
by taking firm internal security steps to deal with
extremism, terrorism, and infiltration from
across the LoC. Prime Minister Singh has con-
firmed that he did raise this issue “unambig-
uously” with President Musharraf, pointing out
that the “starting point of the whole dialogue”
was the commitment given by Pakistan in the
January 6 statement not to allow its territory, or
territory under its control, to be used for terrorist
purposes. In view of the Prime Minister’s public
clarification that the starting point remains “the
precondition for moving forward,” it is partic-
ularly churlish on the part of the main Opposi-
tion party in Parliament to argue that the
absence of any specific mention of cross-border
terrorism in the September 24 joint statement is
a “dilution” of the official position and a nego-
tiating “lapse... [that is] going to haunt us in the
years to come.”

Détente cannot be expected to go forward by
waving conditionalities and ultimatums in the
face of the other. The productive and progressive
approach is to take all contentious issues on
board, tackle the less difficult problems and get
them out of the way, engage the ex-antagonist
on the more complicated issues, and meanwhile
let relations develop all round. This must be
done in the areas of trade, investment, econormic
cooperation, cultural relations, sport — but
above all people-to-people relations. The closing
of the gap on the issue of the gas pipeline seems
propitious. The unprecedented grant of Indian
visas to 18 Pakistan journalists to visit important
centres in the State of Jammu and Kashmir is a
fine gesture that should help to improve the at-
mosphere. But the two sides would do well to
centre-stage in the détente process not just the
challenge of finding a solution to the Jammu and
Kashmir issue and ending cross-border terror-
ism but also negotiating a way out of the nuclear
standoff — through a bilateral agreement to de-
induct, or not to induct, nuclear weapons and to
avoid the installation of early warning systems
that raise the risk of accidental nuclear war.

Analogies can sometimes be misleading. But
the model provided by the turnaround in, and
development of, Sino-Indian relations between
1976 and 2004 is educative and inspiring. The
breakthrough formulation came in February
1979 during the visit of External Affairs Minister
Vajpayee: it was the out-of-the-box suggestion
made by the Chinese leader, Deng Xiaoping, that
China and India, which had been apart for too
long, should by all means try and resolve the
boundary question; but if they could not, they
should “set it to the side and go about improving
relations all round.” In 1979, mainstream politi-
cal India was not ready for what appeared to be
radical thinking about bilateral relations. In De-
cember 1988, after much water had flowed down
the Ganga and the Yangste, came the break-
through event: Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi’s
visit to China and helmsman Deng’s presenta-
tion of the same idea, in practically the same
words. This time official India was ready and a
breakthrough formula was found: bilateral rela-
tions would be normalised and developed with-
out any conditionality while the boundary
question would be addressed in a parallel proc-
ess within the framework of an agreement that
force would not be used to alter the status quo.
India-China relations have flourished since
then, with neither side regarding the absence of
a settlement of the boundary question (a “prob-
lem left over by history,” to quote Premier Zhou
Enlai) an obstacle to normal, friendly and coop-
erative bilateral relations. Political statesman-
ship lies in pursuing much the same approach to
India-Pakistan relations: all relevant issues can
and must be taken up in the composite dialogue
— but the process of normalisation and the de-
velopment of all-round good neighbourly rela-
tions must ‘go forward, without letting the
outstanding issues remain roadblocks, not to
mention landmines.

|
|
|
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‘India opens up Kashmlr

p

By Siddharth Varadarajan

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 26. Reversing
India’s long-standing policy of
keeping Kashmir strictly off-
limits for journalists from
across the border, the United
Progressive Alliance Govern-
ment has issued visas for Jam-
mu, Srinagar, Anantnag and
Gulmarg to 18 Pakistani scribes.

The journalists, who are part
of the South Asia Free Media As-
sociation (SAFMA), will spend
five days in Jammu and Kash-
mir and will be free to meet any-
one they wish to during their
stay. The unprecedented tour
will begin on October 3 when
the journalists enter India at
Wagah and proceed to Jammu
by road. They are scheduled to
fly out of Srinagar on October 8.

Concrete expression

Senior officials say this will be
the first-ever visit to the State by
Pakistani journalists since 1948
and is a concrete expression of
the glasnost New Delhi is seek-
ing to introduce in its relations
with Islamabad. “If somebody
wants to write critical stuff,
they're probably doing it sitting
in Pakistan anyway,” an official
told The Hindu on Sunday. “Be-
sides, all the information that is
out there — on human rights,

for example — is what the Indi-
an media itself is putting out.”

Appointments for the Pakis-
tani group in Srinagar have
been fixed with the Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister, Mufti
Mohammed Sayeed, the Geela-
ni and Ansari factions of the
Hurriyat, Yasin Malik of the
Jammu and Kashmir Liberation
Front and Shabir Shah of the
Democratic Freedom Party.

In Jammu, the journalists will
meet leaders of the Bharatiya
Janata Party and the Panthers
Party, besides the Congress and
the Peoples’ Democratic Party.
Also scheduled is a visit to a ref-
ugee camp for Pandits forced to
migrate from their homes in the
Valley more than a decade ago.
In Srinagar, it is possible the
group will have the chance of
interacting with representatives
from the security forces.

The team includes two corre-
spondents from Muzaffarabad
in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.
The rest are leading personal-
ities of the Pakistani media such
as Rehana Hakim, editor of
Newsline, Talat Hussain, an-
chorperson at ARY TV, Imtiaz
Alam of SAFMA, Aamer Ahmed
Khan, editor of Herald, Ejaz
Haider of Friday Times and
Marianna Babar and Nusrat
Javed from The News.

THE HINDU

Though Pakistani journalists
have not had access to Jammu
and Kashmir, the Government
of India places no restriction on
journalists from other countries
visiting the State. On the Pakis-
tani side, non-Indian foreign
journalists may enter Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir only if they
have a no-objection certificate
from the Interior Ministry. This
restriction, however, does not
apply to the Northern Areas.

Promptly approved

While the Union Home Min-
istry has in the past baulked at
suggestions that Pakistani jour-
nalists be allowed to visit Kash-
mir, officials say the SAFMA
proposal was promptly ap-
proved by all agencies con-
cerned, including the Jammu
and Kashmir Government.

At the same time, they stress
the upcoming visit is only one
of a number of goodwill ges-
tures India is making and that
the opening up envisaged is
broad-based  rather  than
Kashmir-centric.

SAFMA hopes the Pakistani
visit to Jammu and Kashmir will
be followed up later this year by
a similar visit to Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir and the Northern
Areas by Indian journalists. In-
dian scribes have been allowed

™,

78

to Pakistan scribes™

into Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir only very occasionally since
1964; the last visit was during
the wedding of Amanullah
Khan’s daughter and the late
Abdul Ghani Lone’s son in 2000.

Indian officials say the deci-
sion on granting of visas was
taken a few days before the
meeting last week between the
Prime Minister, Manmohan
Singh, and the Pakistani Presi-
dent, Pervez Musharraf, and
was not linked to the New York
talks in any way. Judged against
the official policy of the past five
decades, India’s decision to
open up Kashmir to the direct
scrutiny of Pakistani journalists
promises to be no less momen-
tous a development.

Though the delegation has a
busy schedule of meetings,
some visiting journalists are
bound to break away and inter-
act with ordinary people. But
officials are not worried that the
“man on the street” may talk of
‘azadi.” “We have nothing to
hide,” said a source.

Given the complexity of the
situation in Kashmir, which
does not lend itself to easy com-
prehension in one or two visits,
the Government is considering
the possibility of senior Pakista-
ni journalists making more fre-
quent visits to the State.
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l By Sridhar Krishnaswami

NEW YORK, SEPT. 25. The Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh, has
described his meeting with the
Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf, as a “significant step
forward” and one that was “his-
toric in more than one way.”

At a press conference here to-
day, Dr. Singh said: “I think it is
a significant step forward. In
many ways it represents a new
beginning. It commits our two
countries to advance beyond
what was agreed to in the Janu-
ary 6 statement both in terms of
discussing confidence-building
measures as well as moving to
discuss complex issues relating
to the State of Jammu and Kash-
mir.”

Good commitment

“It is historic in more than
one way. For the first time we
have a statement which lists,
which conveys our determina-
tion to move forward in a pur-
poseful manner and resolve all
outstanding issues ... the com-
posite dialogue will be taken to
its constructive conclusion.
This is a good commitment,”
Dr. Singh said.

“We are committed to discuss
all elements that figures in the
composite dialogue. It is our
hope and expectation that we
will be making progress in all
these matters,” he said.

Dr. Singh fielded questions
not only on his meeting with
Gen. Musharraf, but also on his
impressions of the Pakistan
leader.

He spoke with sincerity

“I had a one-to-one meeting
with President Musharraf and
we had a frank and I would say
it was an easy flow of conversa-
tion, never a dull moment ... he
spoke with very great sincerity
about his desire to improve re-
lations between our two coun-
tries. And he also told me that
he is grossly misunderstood in
India and many other countries
— that he is wrongly regarded
as a unifocal person,” Dr. Singh
said adding that Gen. Mushar-
raf said he wanted progress on
all elements of the composite
dialogue. “I said 1 entirely en-
dorsed that. So I think we have
made progress.” The two lead-

ers did not get into any detailed
discussions  about nuclear
weapons and on whether Pakis-
tan would also agree to a “no
first use” policy. Terrorism also
came up at the meeting.

A pre-condition
“Yes, it did come up‘in our
discussion. I mentioned unam-
biguously to President Mushar-
raf that the starting point of the
whole dialogue is the commit-
ment given by Pakistan in the
January 6 statement that Pakis-
tan territory or territory under
Pakistan’s control will not be
used for terrorist purposes. And
if you read the statement today,
there is a reference to the Janu-
ary 6 statement and therefore
there should be no doubt about
that. That is the pre-condition
for moving forward,” Dr. Singh
said to a question on why cross-
border terrorism was not men-
tioned in the Joint Statement.
“We cannot express confi-
dence in these measures if ter-
rorist acts are on the increase.

- e 7 am
“Terrorism issue did
come up: Manmohan

e cannot discuss any substan-
tive issues on confidence-build-
ing measures if terrorist acts are
not being controlled. I did raise
the matter with the President.
He recognised that,” Dr. Singh

said.
QVD\)@‘K Asked if the options for re-

olving the Kashmir problem
were discussed, he said they did
not get into all those details.
“President Musharraf men-
tioned that there are many op-
tions and I said we are willing to
look at all those options with an
open mind,” Dr. Singh said.

The next stage would involve
discussing what options were
available and looking into the
pros and cons of the various
proposals. In a lighter vein, he
was asked whether he would ac-
cept an invitation from Gen.
Musharraf for a hot air balloon
ride. “I don’t know all the risks
associated with it. But I will cer-
tainly consider it,” Dr. Singh
said amid laughter.

More reports on Page 11

‘Here to sell India’

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

NEW YORK, SEPT. 25. “I am here
certainly to sell India, explain
to the rest of the world what
India is doing. The rest of the
world knows that the bulk of
the resources for India’s devel-
opment have always been mo-
bilised domestically and we
will continue on those lines ...
But at the margins there is
scope to involve the world
community in supporting our
development. And as Prime
Minister it is my duty and obli-
gation that whenever I come
abroad I should seek to pro-
mote India.”

That was Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh on the crit-
icism in India that he was be-
having like a “salesman”
during this visit. He was ad-
dressing a press conference
here today.

“.] don’t see anything
wrong in what I have said,
what I have done that Jyoti Ba-
bu {former West Bengal Chief
Minister] can take exception
to. Before I came here 1 had a
very good meeting with Jyoti

THE Dy

Babu, with Comrade Surjeet
and Sitaram Yechury and I told
them clearly that this is what I
am going to say. I said to them
1 am going to tell the world
community that India needs
foreign direct investment and
we will seek to create in our
country a climate, an aurn-
sphere, an environment con-
ducive to greater flow of direct
investments. And on that there
was complete agreement be-
tween us ... as I said the com-
mon minimum programme
language is reflective of where
the coalition partners stand on
this,” Dr. Singh said.

He expressed the hope that
when Parliament reconvened,
“what happened in the past is a
chapter that can be considered
closed. The Speaker of the Lok
Sabha, in cooperation with the
Chairman of the Rajya Sabha
has convened a meeting of all _
political parties on the 8th of
November and I do sincerely
hope that all these matters will
be sorted out at that meeting
...We look forward to a smooth
functioning of our parliament
the next time Parliament is
convened.”
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By Harish Khare

NEW YORK, SEPT. 24, After an
hour-long meeting between the
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, and the Pakistan Presi-
dent, Pervez Musharraf , India
and Pakistan said today that
they had agreed to strive “to re-
store normalcy and coopera-
tion” in the spirit of the January
6, 2004 statement signed by the
then Prime Minister, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, with Gen. Musharraf
in Islamabad. Dr. Singh de-
scribed the meeting as a suc-
cessful “essay in mutual
comprehension” and called it a
“historic day.”

The declaration came at an
unscripted joint press appear-
ance at Hotel Roosevelt, where
Gen. Musharraf was staying.
Dressed in a grey suit, the Gen-
eral stood next to a relaxed Dr.
Singh as he read out what he
called “an agreement.”

‘An honour’

Gen. Musharraf said that Dr.
Singh had done him an “hon-
our” by letting him read out the
statement and observed that
this “augurs well for India-Pa-
kistan relations.”

The relaxed tone was set at
the very beginning by Gen.
Musharraf who presented Dr.
Singh a painting of the school in
“Gah” village (now in Pakistan),
where Dr. Singh had his initial
schooling.

On his part, the Prime Minis-
ter recited two Urdu couplets
which he had read out to Gen.
Musharraf when he had tele-
phoned to congratulate Dr.
Singh on assuming the office of
Prime Minister. The thrust of
the couplets was that it was in-
cumbent upon the two leaders
to seize the historic moment to

bl

~ India, Pakistan to explore

e options on Kashmir

bring peace to the region. At the
outset, Dr. Singh assured the
General that he remained per-
sonally committed to the dia-
logue process.

The operational part of the
statement read: “They [the two
principals] agreed that confi-
dence-building measures
[CBMs] of all categories under
discussion between the two
Governments should be imple-
mented keeping in mind practi-
cal possibilities. They also
addressed the issue of Jammu
and Kashmir and agreed that
possible options for a peaceful,
negotiated settlement of the is-
sue should be explored in a sin-
cere spirit and purposeful
manner. In the spirit of the Isla-
mabad joint press statement of
January 6, 2004, they agreed
that CBMs will contribute to
generating an atmosphere of
trust and mutual understanding
so necessary for the well-being
of the peoples of both
countries.”

The two leaders appeared
quite relaxed, suggesting that
the interaction, which included
a one-on-one between them,
had gone on rather well. The

original idea was that they
would meet for 15 minutes be-
fore the delegations joined
them; however, it appears that
the two leaders hit it off rather
well and their interaction got
extended to an hour-long “es-
say in mutual comprehension.”
According to an Indian offi-
cial, the meeting can be said to
“mark a significant step for-
ward”.
Gas pipeline project
Though the joint statement is
full of generalities, it does reveal
a willingness on the part of both
sides not to remain stuck in the
traditionally-stated  positions.
The two leaders also reiterated
positively “the possibility of a
gas pipeline via Pakistan to In-
dia,” the position that was sort-
ed out by the Indian and
Pakistani Foreign Ministers
when they met a few weeks ear-
lier in New Delhi. It was agreed
upon in New Delhi that the En-
ergy Ministers would meet.
There is no mention in the
joint statement of terrorism and
cross-border terrorism, though
the January 2004 statement is
mentioned. Underlined, though

Keeping scores

By Harish Khare

NEW YORK, SEPT. 24. The Pakis-
tan President, Pervez Mushar-
raf, had apparently come
prepared to unleash a charm
offensive on the Prime Minis-
ter.

Not only did he give his Indi-
an counterpart a painting of
the school (now in a village in
Pakistan) in which the future
prime minister studied, he had

THE, HIND!

another piece of memorabilia
for Manmohan Singh.

Gen. Musharraf presented
Dr. Singh a copy of his “mark-
sheet,” showing the marks se-
cured by the young Manmo-
han in various subjects.

Gen. Musl}'araaf pointed out
that while/ Dr. Singh had
scored impressively in all sub-
jects, he himself (the General)
had scored higher in mathe-

matics.

ot

unstated, was Pakistan’s com-
mitment in January 2004 (not to
allow the Pakistani-controlled
territory to be used for terror ac-
tivities). The Indian officials in-
sisted that India was “not
moving away from” the stated
insistence that cross-border ter-
ror business should stop.

Officials said the two leaders
discussed the Jammu and Kash-
mir problem in all its “dimen-
sions” and it was natural to infer
that the question of cross-bor-
der terrorism must have figured
in the talks. On its part, Pakistan
settled for a rather innocuous
mention of “the issue of Jammu
and Kashmir and agreed that
possible options for a peaceful,
negotiated settlement of the is-
sue should be explored in a sin-
cere spirit and purposeful
manner.” There was no men-
tion of any time-bound urgency
that Pakistani leaders have been
insisting on.

CBMs discussed

The Indian officials also re-
fused to answer whether the
question of converting the Line
of Control into a “a soft border”
figured in the talks; all that they
would say was that the two
leaders discussed “a whole
range of confidence-building
measures, including (a] freer
movement across the two
sides,” in the hope that such a
step would permit the “natural
affinity” between the people of
India and Pakistan.

Having struck a warm per-
sonal rapport, the leaders invit-
ed each other to visit their
countries and both accepted
the invitations with “pleasure.”

Editorial on PM’s speech:
Page 12

‘Time to heal wounds’:
Page 13
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~" Musharraf gifts memories, Singh sher

K.P.NAYAR

New York, Sept. 24: Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
broke the ice with General
Pervez Musharraf in an hour-
long one-to-one meeting which
was high on sentiment, but
short on content.

Musharraf set the tone
“for what officials on hoth
sides called a “wide-ranging
and easy exchange” between
i the two leaders and paved the
way for a “pleasant” meeting
when he gifted Singh a paint-
ing of the Prime Minister’s
alma mater in Gah, now in
Pakistan.

Musharraf also gave Singh
a photocopy of a tattered
copy of the Prime Minister’s
mark sheet from the school.
The general told Singh that he
had scored better than him in
all subjects, except in mathe-
matics.

Indian officials were com-
pletely taken by surprise by
Musharraf's gesture: they had
not prepared similar gifts for
him.

So Singh decided to take
matters into his own hands
and made up for the lack of re-
ciprocity by charming Mus-
harraf with Urdu couplets
(sher).

Singh opened their meet-
ing, with delegations present
on both sides, by recalling

their telephone conversatign -

soon afterthe Prime Minister
was sworn into office in May.

Aa ki in tarikion se surkhi-
an paida karen

Is zameen ki bastion se
aasma paida karen,

Singh had recited to
Musharraf at that time.
Roughly translated, it meant
those who are on the ground
must strive to reach the sky.

The implication of the
lines was that the two coun-
tries should strive to achieve

FROM THE PAST, A PRESENT FOR THE P

the high goals of peace and
friendship.

Another couplet that Singh
repeated today was:

Kuch aise bhi manzar hain
tarig ki nazron mein

Lamhon ne khata ki, sadiy-

during their meeting in New York on Friday. (PTI)

on ne saza paayi.

It meant that because of
mistakes of a few moments in
history, centuries have suf-
fered.

The Prime Minister told
his aides after his hour-long

tete-a-tete with Musharraf —
when even the usual note-tak-
ers were not present — that he
was extremely pleased with
the meeting.

The general was not only
very polite, courteous and

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh receives a painting of his village Gah in Pakistan from Presideanervez Musharraf

friendly, he also did not say
one word that struck a discor-
dant note at their meeting.

In a nutshell, Singh came
away from the meeting at Roo-
sevelt Hotel, where Musharraf
is staying, with the clear im-

pression that the two men
could do business in future.

It was clear, though, from a
joint statement issued at the
end of their meeting that be-
yond pious hopes, there was
not much progress on any sub-
stantive issue that bedevilled
Indo-Pakistan relations.

The statement said Singh
and Musharraf agreed that
“confidence building meas-
ures (CBMs) of all categories
under discussion between the
two governments should be
implemented keeping in mind

. practical possibilities”.

It was also clear from the
joint statement that both sides
wanted to present a front
which suggested that the Indo-
Pakistan talks were making
incremental progress.

“The possibility of a gas
pipeline via Pakistan to India
was also discussed,” it said. “It
was felt that such a project
could contribute to the welfare
and prosperity of the people of
both countries and should be
considered in the larger con-
text of expanding trade and
economic relations between
India and Pakistan.”

Indian officials later expla-
ined that what it meant was
that this is a project which
could be looked at in the light
of regional prosperity when
there was enough mutual con-
fidence between India and Pa-
kistan to pursue such projects.

The meeting agreed on a

timetable for future; ex-
changes. Pakistan’s Hrime
Minister Shaukat Azig will

visit India next montl while
Singh and Musharraf will
meet in Dhaka for tHe Saarc
summit soon thereaftpr.
Musharraf invited Singh
to visit Pakistan and vice
versa. Both the invitations
were accepted and dates for
visits are to be worked out
through diplomatic channels.

-



'We have glven bllaterallsm!
a final ‘chance: Musharraf
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‘Resolution of Kashmir issue cannot be inordinately delayed’

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

UNITED NATIONS, SEPT. 22. The Pa-
kistan President, Pervez Mush-
arraf, has said that “after several
aborted attempts, Pakistan and
India have been able to initiate
confidence-building measures
(CBMs) and a composite dia-
logue this year to address all
outstanding issues. Pakistan has
pursued this process with com-
plete sincerity, giving bilateral-
ism a final chance.”

In his address to the United
Nations General Assembly here
this morning, he said: “We feel
that the dual channels of CBMs
and the dialogue process must
proceed in tandem. We are also
firmly committed to resolving
all disputes with India peaceful-
ly, including the Kashmir dis-
pute. This cannot be ignored. Its
resolution cannot be inordi-
nately delayed. We desire a res-
olution of Kashmir which is just
and acceptable to India, Pakis-
tan and the people of Kashmir.”

Gen. Mustrarraf noted that

Pakistan also sought “strategic
stability” with India.

“I am glad to say ... that uptill
now the normalisation process
has progressed well, in a cordial
atmosphere. Now that the ne-
gotiations are entering the diffi-
cult stage of grappling with
solutions to previously irrecon-
cilable disputes, Pakistan hopes
that India shows the same sin-
cerity, flexibility and boldness
that Pakistan will demonstrate,”
he said.

‘Moment for peace’

“Ilook forward to my meeting
day after tomorrow with Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh. I
would like to convey to him that
this is the moment for peace —
we must not allow it to slip
away,” Gen. Musharraf said.

It had always been his convic-
tion that Pakistan and India
could resolve differences “in-
cluding over Jammu and Kash-
mir” through a sincere dialogue;
and that the dangerous con-
frontation of 2002 and three

wars prior to this had demon-
strated that there was ‘no mil-
itary solution” to the problem.

“The aspiration for peace en-
joys popular support in Pakis-
tan and, I also believe, in India.
Neither country can achieve its
ambition for social and eco-
nomic progress in the absence
of peace. We must achieve
peace for the sake of the impov-
erished people of South Asia —
for their development and for
their prosperity,” Gen. Mushar-
raf said.

U.N. reform

He touched on the issue of
the reform of the United Na-
tions Security Council which, in
his view, should become more
effective, democratic and repre-
sentative. But without mention-
ing any country by name, Gen.
Musharraf addressed the issue
of the expansion of the Security
Council.

“There "is no agreement on
the aspiration of a few states to
acquire permanent member-

ship of the Security Council
The overwhelming majority of
the states are against the cre-
ation of new centres of privi-
lege. The Council should be
enlarged to ensure the repre-
sentation of the mostly small
and medium states which have
joined the United Nations over
the last three decades. We have
to consider new ideas to craft a
consensus on the enlargement
of elected members on the Se-
curity Council.”

Gen. Musharraf referred to
many areas of the challenges
faced by the international com-
munity, including terrorism, ec-
onomic disparity and the
continuing tragedy of Palestine.
“Too many fronts have been
opened, too many battlelines
drawn. The time for closing
fronts has come. The world to-
day is crying for peace, reconcil-
iation and reform. Our objective
today has to be harmony
through reconciliation and ac-
commodation, globally and re-
gionally,” Gen. Musharraf said.

23 SEp M0l



M A

2 bR @We I
e w1 erRs FHNtersal)
51 TR0 TCST A& @ AR
TfgEame  wefesas  eig
apfa-e 9 AfFEE Tire
I AFN FACS -7, G
W5 Fa0e SR S @
G O |

Y T G ATGS A
FoNSFE N €2 Foifos
o (wefe iy I
“FINE ST e afshifig
T PR T ATER
A AT ¥, @ e WEHTY
AT @FTT ARTeS spaEE
I w3 wia
(OeW, ©@  ofa s
T TT FEF| QANE 2[h
GIMOT CUT 92 HGFAqTS
Fle e W, TE @ @
ML 4R @ @Y B
©12 T-ui5E K 3 wige
@R N SIS SO w7 |

AYEE  wNE Sirza
HEHIR 4 % ] FERew,
TS YR 0w afows vrem
4 3 A T GTACR) P
T IRF AGerE FrAT g
THE GF W I TIe-AT
SE AEE SHR ]
AT Bl (el el
TSI 2ATER A W= ey
TSI A P @ ety w5
TSR SEr as Tararg
=3 Faren |

IR @A g, TAF g3
o R THNRT T
sl 938 T8 374 (sTirg sy
BT G CE
FME-TTTE T e
T oE @BTerie s, ‘93
IR (I R %0 *{iF |
|G & 29 AfRe | S
I R, 7 i
oS SR TiRD-2AIF TG
ol 7% Tnfe 79,

TICEE T S (TS
TIFOI FHAIFSFY Hod | ©iE
R g e ok wrd fice
COPY TN PN SITO-9TF
fraw’ arem, 7 & wArew
TN — e Goge waw B
FHCAW OlF | FLET WHEE
Al e Ry SES HrE)

ARG GO o e west
‘ &7 27 Ao ey
Ve

——— ——

ey wrl
o ez O Cgh®
et 7@a drare v
FAR T 45 ) SIS AR
AT WML T 9% &A%
Re¥ R wATes 93 oy
Fol I ofdwE W,
e 94 fies wizm
FIF TS iAo weifE &3
9Tq TG SFNS ATy wm
e 1% e3 399 whwE
2 g wh e o
TCwRATE | FR e eeres
IR TN-Ren wrre 93t Frae
I3 wiww) Aeen O3 e
S @ (@S WTAGAN iae-
AF o g Fediv s

AMAr s

RIAE PUTRIKA



/Test of patience

3 A\ lust keeping the dialogue going @"\

For how long can New Delhi be expected to search for ex-
cuses or explanations to make light of intemperate, if not
provocative, offerings from Pervez Musharraf? For it has be-
come customary that just before high-level bilateral meetings
he fires away like a loose cannon, and Indian leadership is
asked to display patience and restraint lest a matching res-
ponse derail talks. Musharraf’s broadside is predictably matc-
hed the very next day by the newly-appointed prime minister.
It happens too often to be accidental and is a ploy to try and
put India on the defensive. But in taking that line before his
first meeting with Dr Manmohan Singh in New York, Mush-
arraf also raises the question whether there is a point at all in
negotiations. His personal conduct has created complications
before — only when in Islamabad does he tend to be graceful.
There is little to be gained if lack of an “incident” were deem-
ed to be a positive outcome of what’s planned on the sidelines
of the UN General Assembly session. India’s interlocutors
must send out clear signals that a meeting for the sake of a
meeting is plain useless.

Why should New Delhi make allowance for its being a
meeting of army officers at which Musharraf insists Pakistan
will not give up demands for Kashmir and recalls that wars
have been fought on that score? It is worth reminding him
that the outcome of the wars has not “delivered” Kashmir to
his country, nor will future wars. As well as letting him know
that there is little purpose to be served by holding talks when
the echoes of his fulmination has not dissipated. Not that he
has kept his promise of not allowing any tolerance for using a
base for militancy across the LoC. In the other part of his
address to the army the General warned of what might occur
if the “west” did not see a change in Pakistan. Time he also
factored in the consequences of India concluding that there is
no improvement in his attitude toward resolving bilateral
problems.
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‘PAKISTAN MUST CORRECT ITS IMAGE’

Musharraf raises

NEW DELH]I, Sept. 12. — Far
from implementing a “rhetoric

restraint regime”, Pakistan
President General Pervez
Musharraf has ratcheted up the
rhetoric ahead of his meeting
with Prime Minister Dr Man-
mohan Singh, on the sidelines
of the UN General Assembly
meeting, vowing that Pakistan
will never give up Kashmir.

Dr Singh and Gen. Mushar-
raf are expected to meet on 22
September, the day the latter
is due to address the General
Assembly and a day ahead of
Dr Singh’s own address to the
UN session. The meeting,
their first since Dr Singh be-
came the Prime Minister, is
likely to focus on mutual con-
cerns that were reflected when
the foreign ministers of the
two countries met in New Del-
hi last week.

Reports indicate that given

. ‘We've fought wars over It’
the crucial nature of the meet-
ing and the high level of ex-
pectation associated with a de
facto India-Pakistan summit,
the national security advisers,
Mr Tariq Aziz and Mr JN Dix-
it, will meet a few days earlier
to tone down the rhetoric and
help remove all “prickliness”.

Reports from Islamabad
said, Gen. Musharraf told a
meeting of army officers in
Quetta yesterday: “We will not
give up Kashmir, we have
fought wars over it.” He added:
“Pakistan will have to ensure
the interest of Kashmiris. I will

esia TESMay
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meet Manmohan Singh and
tell him in unequivocal terms
about our stand on the issue.”

That the General’s rhetoric
was clearly directed at his do-
mestic constituency was appa-
rent from his next statements.
There was a general apprehen-
sion in the world outside that
whatever was happening in Af-
ghanistan and Kashmir was
originating from Pakistan, he
said. Pakistan is also being ac-
cused of nuclear proliferation,
the President said. Cautioning
that Pakistan has to face seri-
ous consequences if it failed to
correct its image, he said: “If
the world is not satisfied with
our explanation, we could be
subjected to bombardment.
The European community
could withdraw trade conces-
sions. Economic sanctions may
also be imposed. Finally our
nuclear capability could also
come under attack. We have to
dispel these negative impres- ,
sions about our country.”
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" Pakistan will not give up
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ISLAMABAD, SEPT. 12. Vowing
that his country would never
give up Kashmir, the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf,
has said he would convey his
country’s stand to the Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh, in
“unequivocal terms” at their
meeting in New York later this
month.

“We will not give up Kashmir,
we have fought wars over it. Pa-
kistan will have to ensure the
interest of the Kashmiris. I will
meet Manmohan Singh [on
September 22] and tell him in
unequivocal terms about our
stand 6n the issue. We will not
give up Kashmir,” he told a
meeting of Army officers and
soldiers at a “Garrison Darbar”
in Quetta yesterday.
‘Negative impressions’

However, Gen. Musharraf
said there was general appre-
hension in the outside world
that whatever was happening in
Afghanistan and Kashmir was
originating from Pakistan. Pa-
kistan is also being accused of
nuclear proliferation, he said,
adding Pakistanis are generally
considered extremists devoid of
tolerance.

“Wherever I go I am faced
with these questions. I have
been refuting their charges but
they stick to their opinion
about our people,” he said.

Cautioning that Pakistan
would face serious conse-

quences if it failed to correct its
image, he said: “If the world is
not satisfied with our explana-
tion we could be subjected to
bombardment. The European
community could withdraw
trade concessions on our textile
industry from which the coun-
try earns Rs. 60 billion in for-
eign exchange through exports.

“It would result in closure of
50 per cent textile mills in the
country. Economic sanctions
may also be imposed and no
country would trade with us.
Finally our nuclear capability
could also come under attack.
We have to dispel these nega-
tive impressions about our
country.”

Troops to Iraq

About sending Pakistani
troops to Irag, he said the
country would not send its sol-
diers under the prevailing con-
ditions in that country, but
would consider it when other
countries, especially India send
troops.

He said it would be unwise
and against diplomacy to close
all doors, especially when the
Iraqi Prime Minister, Iyad Alla-
wi himself had requested him
for sending troops. The deci-
sion may be changed if circum-
stances changed and a
conducive atmosphere created.

“If... India sends its troops to
Iraq, it would not be wise for us

THE. Hivpy
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to stay away,” Gen. Musharraf
said. He also said Pakistan
would not roll back its nuclear
capability and added that dur-
ing the past three to four years
it spent more amount on im-
proving these capabilities than
in the past 30 years.

“Defence is the most impor-
tant priority and all defence re-
quirements would be met,” he
said, adding a strategy for the
next 15 years had been chalked
out to augment national
defence.

“Our tanks are far better than
those of the enemy. We will in-
crease our mobility, communi-
cation, air defence and
surveillance needs under this
strategy. We have enough re-
sources for the purpose. The
two pillars of the country de-
fence and economy are
strong,” he said.

Fugitive camps

Gen. Musharpaf also claimed
that fugitive camps to train mil-
itants existed in the Southwest
Baluchistan Province and ex-
pressed his determination to
set things right.

He said the recurring vio-
lence scared away foreign in-
vestors. “We want to invite
investors to the country but
they are afraid of law and order.
The situation also affects the
poor classes because they can-
not get jobs if there is no in-
vestment.” — PTI
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- Pakistan asks visiting /

Indian journalist to leave

. By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, SEPT. 10. Pakistan to-
day asked an Indian journalist,
Kanwar Sandhu, who was part
of the entourage of the visiting
Haryana Chief Minister, Om
Parkash Chautala, to leave the
country.

Pakistani authorities told Mr.
sandhu, Resident Editor of
Hindustan Times, after he had
checked in at a hotel in Lahore
that he had “violated” immigra-
tion provisions and had to
leave.

The Joint Secretary in the Pa-
kistan Interior Ministry, Ms.
Mustaq, told The Hindu that
she was asked to “help” Mr.
Sandhu. However, by the time
she could establish contact with
him Mr. Sandhu had left the
country.

‘Nothing negative’

“There was nothing negative
about the grounds on which Mr.
Sandhu was asked to leave.
Blacklisting is done in cases
where either there is a problem

with the passport or a violation
of visa in the past. May be Mr.
Sandhu overstayed during his
last visit. It is not a reflection on
the character of the person,”
she maintained.

The 42-member delegation
led by Chautala includes pro-
vincial Ministers, politicians,
government officials, journal-
ists, and artists.

L ¢
‘Visa valid 9,\;)\1 A
PTI reports: 2{\0 ‘

Mr. Sandhu was among the
three editors in the delegation
headed for Gujranwala, the
birthplace of Bhai Kanhaiya. He
told PTI over phone from Amrit-
sar: “I had checked into my ho-
tel after a few formalities.
However, the Pakistan author-
ities came to my hotel and
asked me to leave the country
citing that I had been backlisted
for an alleged visa violation in
1991.” He said he held a valid
visa.

“I don’t remember if 1 had
done any visa violation,” he

THE HINDY

said, adding that he had visited
Pakistan in 1990-91 and did a
story for “my organisation” (In-
dia Today at that time) on Pa-
kistan-occupied Kashmir and
had even travelled with the then
Pakistan Prime Minister and in-

terviewed him.
“They [Pakistan authorities]
could have denied me a visa
when I had already

Marlier
anded up in a hotel, why did

they decide not to allow me to
be part of the Chautala-led del-
egation,” he asked.

‘Private visit’ \\\

Our Chandigarh Special Cor-
respondent reports:

The Haryana Government to-
night refused to comment on
the “deportation’ of Mr. Sandhu
by the Pakistan authorities.

Sources in Chandigarh clar-
ified that Mr. Chautala was only
leading the delegation and all
the members had gone to Pakis-
tan in their private capacity af-
ter seeking the Central
Government's approval.
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' ISLAMABAD S DECISION TO move away from
;thle long-hardened position that it would not de-
svélop a meaningful relationship with India until
Hie Jammu and Kashmir issue is resolved must
be heartily welcomed. As Pakistan’s Foreign

» Minister Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri explained in
an interview with The Hindu , the leadership in

“his country has begun the process of “condition-

";,ing its public to a different level of relations”

,with its eastern neighbour. There is hope that
‘thee project to construct an oil pipeline from Iran

i td India will bring about such a change in atti-

,;tude since it will confer immense benefit on the

country of transit; the Petroleum Ministers of the

two countries are likely to discuss the subject in
he near future. As indicated in the joint state-
g'ent issued at the end of the talks between Mr.

4suri and Minister for External Affairs Natwar

Singh, Islamabad is now willing to engage ac-
fively with New Delhi on matters such as the
senhancement of people-to-people contacts and
"the expansion of trade. The two countries have
glemded to create a new category in the visa re-
. gime to facilitate trans-border tourism especially
‘by groups. While the proposal for a bus service
b¢tween Srinagar and Muzaffarabad has not
‘made headway because of differences on the na-
jure of the travel documents to be used by pas-
ssengers, expert-level meetings are to be held to
discuss all aspects of the matter, Pakistan is still
~Besitant to grant India the “most favoured na-
fion” status because it insists the same benefits
will accrue once the South Asia Free Trade Area
is established. However, the two countries have
dec1ded to set up a committee of experts to dis-
cuss all trade-related matters.
. While India and Pakistan have only begun to
take the first steps towards building a new fu-
ture, they have shown a commendable willing-

fHE finoo
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A PARADIGM SHIFT

/
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ness to deal urgently with some of the issues that
have often brought them into conflict in the past.
They have -agreed to discuss further the mod-
alities of disengaging and redeploying forces cur-
rently positioned in Siachen and to hold
expert-level talks on confidence building mea-
sures vis-a-vis nuclear as well as conventional
weapons. Even as they wound up the first phase
of the revived composite dialogue, the two For-
eign Ministers confirmed their faith in the proc-
ess by outlining the schedule for the second
phase that will begin with a Foreign Secretary-
level meeting in December. A conscious effort
was also made to tone down the rhetoric that the
two countries usually resort to when they dwell
on issues of special concern. Mr. Kasuri left no
one in doubt that Pakistan continues to regard
Jammu and Kashmir as a central issue. However,
he explained that some strong statements from
the Indian side provoked his half-hearted at-
tempt to revive the now-defunct idea of a plebi-
scite and to get the Kashmiris included as a
separate party to the negotiations. New Delhi has
legitimate concerns about the infiltration of mil-
itants across the Line of Control and about Isla-
mabad not living up to its promises to cut off
assistance to terrorist groups. However, for the .
moment at least, India has been content with
accepting Pakistan’s reaffirmation of its earlier
commitment.

The outcome of the first phase of the compos-
ite dialogue will reassure India that the conten-
tious issues with Pakistan will be easier to handle
once confidence is built between the people of
the two countries. The paradigm shift that the
establishment in Islamabad has embarked upon
has clearly been influenced by the groundswell of
opinion among its own people in favour of
normalisation.
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gas plpelme prolect

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 8. India, Iran
and Pakistan should form a
joint working group to discuss
plans for an oil-gas pipeline
running through the three
countries, the Pakistan Foreign
Minister, Khurshid Mahmud
Kasuri, said today.

In an interview to
The Hindu, shortly before
leaving for Lahore, Mr. Kasuri
said he had made this proposal
on involving Iran to India. The
feedback from the Indian lead-
ership had been positive.

In a somewhat defensive
mode, he said: “The argument
that we are using for our pub-
lic, which is not accustomed to
dealing with India, is that this
pipeline is in Pakistan’s inter-
est. And, we are saying it's a
stand alone project — it’s not a
reversal of our policy — we are
still interested in Kashmir.”

Claiming that Pakistan was
conditioning its public to a dif-
ferent kind of relationship with
India, Mr. Kasuri was hopeful
that a meeting of Indian and
Pakistani Petroleum Ministers
on the pipeline would take
place soon.

But what about having the
pipeline as part of a package of
improved economic relations?
The “best thing,” Mr. Kasuri
said, was to ensure that politic-
ians learned to move around

|

By Our Diplomatic
Correspondent

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 8. AngEiDg to
continue with high-level con-
tacts, India and Pakistan an-
nounced today that apart
from a meeting between the
Prime Minister, Manmohan
Singh, and the Pakistan Pres-
ident, Pervez Musharraf, lat-
er this month in New York,
the new Pakistan Premier,
Shaukat Aziz, would visit In-
dia in his capacity as the
Chairman of the South Asian
Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC).

A joint statement issued by
the two countries after the
September 5-6 meetings be-
tween the ernal Affairs
Ministers, Natwar Singh and

certain things when the objec-
tive was “clear.”

Calculated departure

According to him, the pipe-
line proposal flew right in the
tace of Pakistan’s old stand that
there could be no meaningful
relationship with India until
the Kashmir issue was resolved.
“It was thought that this was
fundamental and could not be
watered down,” he said, adding
that a calculated departure had
been made from the previous
position.

Admitting that Pakistan had
problems in giving the Most
Favoured Nation status to In-
dia, Mr. Kasuri felt that the
South Asian Free Trade Area
(SAFTA) was an “MFN plus”
situation because tariffs would
soon be pegged at zero to five
per cent.

Mr. Kasuri sa1d that India

Aziz to visit India |

Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri,
also said that Dr. Singh J
would meet Mr. Aziz again on |
the margins of the SAARC |
summit in Dhaka in January !
2005. ‘

|

|

New visa category

The statement, much of
which contained a reitera-
tion of the points made by |
the two Foreign Ministers in |
their press interaction on |
Monday, formally confirmed |
that India and Pakistan had {
agreed to add a new “tourist” ’
category in the visa regime
between the two countries. i
Group tourism, too, would be |
promoted. . ’

H

Experts panel to handle
trade-related issues: Page 11

THE HINDU

had rejected a Pakistani sug-
gestion to have Special Repre-
sentatives discuss the Jammu
and Kashmir issue during the
current round of talks with his
counterpart, Natwar Singh.
‘Not dogmatic’

“They [the Indians] said we’ll
use the existing mechanism
more purposefully or more ef-
fectively — something of that
nature. Okay, we are prepared
to give that a chance. We are
not unreasonable, we are not
dogmatic,” he said, stressing
that Pakistan didn't say that
they would break off the dia-
logue if no Special Representa-
tives were agreed upon to
discuss Kashmir.

‘Sending a signal back’

Asked why he issued a strong
statement on Kashmir just be-
fore leaving for India, Mr. Ka-
suri said the All-India Congress
Committee resolution and the
reported statements of Mr.
Singh had come before his vis-
it. “So, our people analysed and
said they were sending me a
signal. And that I should send a
signal back.”

Referring to Monday’s joint
press conference, Mr. Kasuri
said that Mr. Singh had spoken
before he did.

After Mr. Singh spoke on his
concerns about cross-border
terrorism, he felt that he had to
react and say what he did on
Kashmir.

Complex issues

On why Pakistan was soft in
dealing with Indian-related
militancy involving persons
such as Fazlur Rehman Khalil
and Masood Azhar, he said this
was an incorrect perception.
“These are complex issues... we
have to grow up as a modern,
forward-looking nation with a
different mindset, which is sci-
entific in its orientation. This
sort of mindset is destructive to
having a strong Pakistan with a
healthy, vibrant economy...”

What did he have to say to
the fact that as The Hindu's
correspondent in Pakistan, this
writer had seen militants oper-
ating offices and collecting
money? “I'm not saying that
what you saw is what [ saw,,
we wish to make it clear t
groups that no non-State
will be tolerated.”
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NEW DELHI, Sept. 8. — India and
Pakistan have reiterated that only a
composite dialogue process will lead
to “peaceful settlement of bilateral
issues, including J&K, to both sides’
satisfaction”.

And to signal a seriousness in sus-
taining the dialogue, a time-frame
for forthcoming meetings has been
outlined in the joint statement
issued today after the just-concluded
meeting between the Indian and
Pakistani foreign ministers.

Round two of the process is to

Punjab vj ﬁuniaﬁ L

CHANDIGARH, Sept. 8. — Patiala will
host “Punjab games” fram 5 to 11 De-
cember to step up the bonhomie bet-
ween the Indian and Pakistani
Punjabs. The World Punjabi Confer-
ence will also be held in Patiala from 1
10 3 December. Chief minister of
Pakistan's Punjab Mr Parvez llahi is
likely to inaugurate the games. — SNS

begin from December, when the for-
eign secretaries would meet to “dis-
cuss overall progress and subjects of
peace and security including CBMs
and J&K”.

THE STATESMAN

The statement said the foreign
ministers also agreed to implement
the outcome of the defence secre-
taries’ meeting, indicating a move to
put in place modalitics for disen-
gagement and redeployment of
troops in Siachen.

A meeting is also scheduled on
“all issues related to the commence-
ment of the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad

" bus service”. Among a total of 13
CBMs agreed upon, a new category
of tourist visa has been added to the
visa regime, to promote group
tourism, a category that was previ-
ously absent from bilateral
exchanges.

ﬁg_q;?_ak stress on composite talks
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HE RESULTS from the first

round of the India-Pakistan

engagement might not have

been too many. But they
have given a different direction to the
relations between the two countries.
Given the deep differences over
Kashmir and terrorism — reiterated
publicly after the talks in New Delhi
between the External Affairs Minis-
ter, Natwar Singh, and the Pakistan
Foreign Minister, Khurshid Meh-
mood Kasuri — the process indeed
remains fragile. Nevertheless, the
prospects of expanding cooperation,
including in new areas such as ener-
gy, suggest that the peace process is
beginning to gain some traction de-
spite the divide on Kashmir.

But the most important feature to
emerge from the first round of the
composite dialogue is the outline ofa
new Indian strategy towards Pakis-
tan. If New Delhi can hold on to its
basic elements and build on them,
the new approach could lay the basis
for a fundamental reorientation of
the relationship with Islamabad.

The first element of the new strate-
gy is the recognition by India of the
need for a sustained engagement
with Pakistan, irrespectiveé of the
many accumulated grievances in In-
dia, including the most recent ones
on cross-border terrorism. To sug-
gest that New Delhi must engage Isla-
mabad in spite of the provocations
might look like a weak-kneed policy.
The policy will come under the
charge that it will embolden the lead-
ership in Pakistan to further intensify
cross-border infiltration.

This criticism, however, misses the
central point that Pakistan remains
the biggest strategic challenge to In-
dia. Transforming the relationship
with Islamabad is a responsibility
that New Delhi cannot escape, come
what may. Constant tactical innova-
tion is necessary to achieve this stra-
tegic objective. But in arguing that it
cannot engage Islamabad except un-
der certain circumstances, New Delhi
cedes its principal advantage — India
looms large on Pakistan’s state and
society and what it does matters in a
fundamental sense. In avoiding con-
tact with Pakistan or making it too
conditional, it is India that is forsak-
ing its opportunities to change the
relationship.

. ...Secondly, India has begun to ap-
* preciate Pakistan’s internal complex-
ity. Thanks to the demonology that
has been cultivated in India over the
years, the tendency is to view Pakis-
tan in simplistic terms. But Pakistan,
like all large countries, is not a mono-

Engaging Pakis

By C. Raja Mohan )

It would be unwise for New Delhi to assume, in
the wake of the successful first round of talks with
Pakistan, that it can delay or avoid engaging
Islamabad on Kashmir.

lith, Its internal differences are real
even whena seemingly powerful mil-
itary figure such as Pervez Musharraf
holds the reins. He can change Prime
Ministers at will; and his authority
over the political system appears
complete. At the same time, Gen.
Musharraf continues to struggle to
achieve real legitimacy for the struc-
tures he has put in place. The politi-
cal class is sullen and the question of
his discarding the uniform does not
go away. There is trouble brewing in
Baluchistan. The situation in Pakis-
tan-occupied Kashmir is none too
comforting. He is under great pres-
sure from the United States to crack
down on the very extremist forces
that his armed forces have nurtured

New Delhi must now persist.
Fourthly, India has bégun to see

the value of acting unilaterally. No-

nation can completely set aside con-
siderations of reciprocity in any ne-
gotiation. But when reciprocity
becomes a mantra, as ithad in India’s
dealings with its neighbours over the
last few decades, it becomes a mill-
stone on diplomacy. Reciprocity then
meant allowing Pakistan to define
the nature and scope of the bilateral
relations. Opening India’s doors, say,
to group tourism for religious pur-
poses, would make sense for revenue
generation.

There is a whale range of areas in
relation to economic cooperation
and people-to-people contact where
India can simply act uni-

for the last two-and-a-

half decades. The Pakiss WORLD VIEW  1aterally and change the

tan Army had to undertake difficult
military operations in south Waziris-
tan and they have now been extend-
ed to north Waziristan. In acting to
meet the demands from Washington
on the Al-Qaeda, Gen. Musharraf has
made himself a personal target of Is-
lamic extremism in Pakistan.
1t is one thing for India to argue,
rightly, that Gen. Musharraf has not
yet cracked down on Kashmir-related
militant groups operating in Pakis-
tan. But it is entirely another matter
not to see the real box that Gen.
Musharraf finds himself in and the
unstable dynamics inside Pakistan.
Having been trapped in a box, Gen.
Musharraf has certainly been more
forthcoming. It makes sense for India
then to find ways to move forward on
- awhole range of issues at the present.
Thirdly, for the first time in dec-
ades, India has figured out the im-
portance of pursuing a pro-active
policy towards Pakistan. In the past,
it was Pakistan that always came up
with new proposals and it was India
that disposed them. In contrast, In-
dia has now put 72 proposals on the
table for expanded cooperation with
Pakistan. These range from actions
on nuclear stability to Jammu and
Kashmir and people-to-people con-
tact. It has been Pakistan’s turn to be
either reticent or reluctant. Holding
the initiative is central to any military
or diplomatic strategy. Having taken
the high ground by unveiling a differ-
ent vision of India-Pakistan relations,

THE HNOU

dynamics on the ground. Having put
up 72 proposals for negotiation, India
must now dernonstrate its good faith
by acting on some of them
unilaterally.

Fifthly, India has consciously or
unconsciously begun to introduce a
regional dimension to its policy to-
wards Pakistan. The consequences
are bound to be fascinating and un-
conventional. When it comes to large
neighbours with long borders, it is
unwise to treat diplomacy as an ex-
clusive national activity. For far too
long, India has treated engagement
with Pakistan as taking positions and
defending them to the death. So long
as there was no real relationship on
the ground, in terms of movement of
goods and people across the border,
this approach seemed to make some
sense.

Given India’s new emphasis on ex-
panded people-to-people contact
and greater trade relations, the time
has come for it to involve its States
neighbouring Pakistan — Punjab,
Rajasthan, and Gujarat — in the pro-
posed expansion of the bilateral rela-
tionship. India must also try and
revive the historic ties between
Mumbai and Karachi. (The contested
terrain of Jammu and Kashmir is nat-
urally in a different category.)

To some extent, the Indian pro-
posals to open old trade routes be-
tween the two Punjabs, renew rail
connectivity between Rajasthan and
Sindh, ferry links between Mumbai
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and Karachi, the offer of moving die-
sel from Jalandhar to Lahore and the
agreement to have a “special day”
bus service between Amritsar and La-
hore to allow the movement of Sikh
pilgrims across the border reflect the

new approach.

But this must be just the begin-
ning. As the appetite of the people is
whetted for cross-border movement,
India must be prepared to come up
with ideas that are bold in the current
context but which will be natural in
terms of the longer history of the sub-
continent. For example, leaders of
the Sikh community are asking why
only a “special day service” between
Amritsar and Lahore. Why can there
not be daily services between the two
cities?

More important is to let the politi-
cal establishments and civil societies
across the border begin an intensive
interaction. The Chief Minister of
Punjab visited Lahore in January. A
return visit by the Chief Minister of
West Punjab is on the cards. New
Delhi must also promote reciprocal
visits between the political leaders of
Sindh on the Pakistani side and Ra-
jasthan and Gujarat on the Indian
side. Even more important is the in-
teraction between the local cham-
bers of commerce and a whole range
of institutions that have common in-
terests in a shared region.

The “out of the box” thinking in re-
lation to Pakistan that has been de-
manded by Prime  Minister
Manmohan Singh has already begun
to creep up on India’s foreign policy.
Where it is missing so far is in relation
to Jammu and Kashmir. As the en-
gagement with Pakistan takes shape
at the highest level in the coming
weeks and months, New Delhi must
get its act together on Jammu and
Kashmir. India will have to come up
with creative approaches both on the
internal and external dimensions of
the Kashmir question.

India says it.is prepared for a sub-
stantive negotiation on Kashmir with
Pakistan. It would be unwise for New
Delhi to assume, in the wake of the
successful first round of talks with
Pakistan, that it can delay or avoid
engaging Islamabad on the subject.
Such an attitude will only undermine
India’s promising new strategy to-
wards Pakistan. A demonstration of
India’s commitment to improve the
security and political conditions
within the Valley and to negotiate
purposefully on the subject with Pa-
kistan are critical to sustaining the
peace process and transforming the

bilateral relationship /



Experts to handle trade-related issues

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELMS, SEPT. 8. The Foreign
Ministers-of Pakistan and India,
Natwar Singh and Khurshid
Mahmhud Kasuri, have agreed to
establish a “committee of ex-
perts” to consider trade-related
issues while deciding to imple-
ment the outcome of the August
meeting between Defence Sec-
retaries on the Siachen issue,
the joirit staternent issued after
the September 5-6 meetings be-
tween thé two Foreign Ministers
said. (At'the August meeting, In-
dia and Pakistan agreed to dis-
cuss further modalities for
disengaging and redeploying
troops in Siachen).

Othier highlights of the state-
ment - include agreement on
holding expert-level meetings
on conventional and nuclear
confidence-building measures
(CBMs) and a meeting on “all
issues” relating to ‘the com-

mencement of the Srina
Muzaffarabad bus service.

‘Satisfactory’

Expressing satisfaction at the
progress in the composite dia-
logue, the Foreign Ministers
“positively assessed” develop-
ments in bilateral relations over
the past year. “Recalling the as-
surance contained in the joint
press statement of January 6,
2004, {given by Pakistan on re-
stricting terrorists from using its
territory] they exchanged views
on carrying the process forward
in an atmosphere free from ter-
rorism and violence.”

“The Ministers held detailed
and substantive discussions
and reiterated the confidence
that the composite dialogue will
lead to peaceful settlement of
all bilateral issues, including
Jammu and Kashmir, to the sat-
isfaction of both sides. They
agreed to continue with the se-

THE HINDU

rious and sdstained dlal(fgvl{ho
find a negotiated peaceful set-
tlement. They expressed their
determination to take the proc-
ess forward,” the joint state-
ment said.

At the outset, the statement
had the countries reiterating
their commitment to the “prin-
ciples and purposes” of the
United Nations’ Charter and
their determination to imple-
ment the Shimla Agreement in
letter and spirit.

Pipeline issue

On the pipeline issue, the
Ministers recognised the impor-
tance of availability and access
to energy resources around
South Asia. “The Ministers of
Petroleum/Gas could meet to
discuss the issue in its multifa-
rious dimensions,” it said.

“It was also agreed that the
two Foreign Secretaries would
meet in December 2004 to dis-

cuss overall progress as well as
the subjects of peace and secu-
rity, including CBMs, and Jam-
mu and Kashmir in the
composite dialogue.

“They would also work out -
the schedule of meetings on the
other six subjects, i.e. Siachen;
Walar barrage / Tulbul naviga-
tion project; Sir Creek; terrorism
and drug wafficking, economic
and commercial cooperation;
and promotion of friendly ex-
changes in various fieids...”

The joint statement was re-
leased today simultaneously in -
New Delhi and Islamabad. Its
release was delayed as Mr. Ka-
suri spent an extra two days in
the capital after concluding for-
mal talks with Mr. Natwar Singh
on September 6. Earlier, the
Foreign Secretaries met in a
preparatory session on Septem-
ber 4.

Mr. Kasuri returned to Pakis-
tan this evening,
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~8mall mercies

H,’ . \ .
WDelh| and IsIamai?ad cannot res heir laurels

Not a lot appears to have emerged from the latest round of
talks between Natwar Singh and Khurshid Kasuri, with both
sides sticking to their scripts — Delhi on the necessity of ending
cross-border terrorism, and Islamabad on the centrality of
resolving Kashmir. In that event, the ceasefire in Jammu and
Kashmir holding amounts to small mercies. If one parses Nat-
war Singh’s statement at the joint press conference after the
talks, to the effect that diplomacy provides hope, not salvation,
that is a diplomatic way of saying that differences were more
salient at the talks. Although infiltration across the LoC has
gone down, clearly Islamabad has not sheathed its terror wea
pon, despite Musharraf’s assurances to Vajpayee in January
On the Indian side, there is not much by way of dialogue witl
Kashmiris. The proposal to resolve Kashmir by a certair
deadline, which Islamabad put forward, is clearly untenable
and was rightly shot down. Right now not even the ghost of a
solution that would be agreeable to both sides is visible; and to
put down a deadline for completion of talks would be setting
oneself up for failure.

What could work in a situation like this? There is clearly a lot
of wisdom in moving forward on other fronts where progress is
possible, such as greater trade and economic relations, liberal
visa regimes and more people-to-people contact, setting up
road and rail links and demilitarising Siachen. But it would be
unrealistic to hope for rapid progress in these areas if violence
continues in Kashmir. Some sort of process will therefore have
to be in place to discuss possible solutions in Kashmir, no mat-
ter how small and incremental be the progress made in the
matter. That is a reality that Delhi will have to wake up to
sooner or later. The process cannot, however, have any Damo-
cles” sword of deadlines hanging over it — that is the reality
that Islamabad must deal with. Both sides must, however, get
down to the nigty-gritty of how much give and take is possible
on Kashmir At is going to be a long process, but the first steps
must be ufidertaken. //

THE STATESMAN
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NOT IMPOSING PRECONDITIONS, SAYS KASURI

Modest ‘progress’
7.in talks: Natwar

e By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 6. Islamabad is
“not imposing preconditions”
that movement on Jammu and
Kashmir is a must for pressing
ahead with the composite dia-
logue on a range of subjects
with India, the Pakistan Foreign
Minister, Khurshid Mahmud
Kasuri, said here today.

At a joint press interaction
with his counterpart, Natwar
Singh, Mr. Kasuri, however, said
that in order to put bilateral re-
lations on an even keel, the
Kashmir issue had to be tackled
because once India and Pakis-
tan started cooperating “the sky
s the limit” If Mr. Kasuri
spoke frankly on Kashmir, so
did Mr. Singh on cross-border
terrorism and infiltration.

Admitting that only a “mod-
est progress” had been made in
the talks, Mr. Singh said that the
Petroleum Ministers of the two
countries would discuss the is-
sue of an oil/gas pipeline run-
ning through Pakistan to India.
A joint survey would be con-
ducted of the boundary pillars
in the horizontal segment of the
international boundary in the
Sir Creek area. Also, experts
would hold meetings on both
conventional and nuclear confi-
dence-building measures.

It was agreed to run a special
day bus service from Amritsar to
Nankana Sahib and other reli-
gious places in Lahore on spe-
cial occasions, Mr. Singh said.
Technical talks on the Khokra-
par-Munabao rail link would he
held in October-November.

Natwar to visit Pakistan

As pait of the composite dia-
logue, the Foreign Secretaries
would meet again in December
and Mr. Singh announced that
he had accepted an invitation to

visit Pakistan. (He told this cor-
respondent that the visit could
take place after the Foreign Sec-
retaries meet).

No agreement appears to
have been reached on the Srina-
gar-Muzaffarabad bus service,
with the two sides agreeing to
discuss it further at the level of
officials. The travel documents
to be used for the service seems
to be a sticking point.

Stating that “diplomacy pro-
vided hope not salvation” and
that even a modest progress was
“worthy of respect,” Mr. Singh
stressed, “India is committed to
deepen and widen its engage-
ment with Pakistan in order to
resolve all issues and to build a
durable structure of peace and
stability in South Asia — free
from an atmosphere of terror-
ism and violence.”

‘Infiltration, a concern’

Recalling the January 6 joint
press statement, wherein the
Pakistan  President, Pervez
Musharraf, said that he would
not allow Pakistan-controlled
territory to be used for terrorist
purposes, Mr. Singh reiterated
that cross-border infiltration re-
mained a serious concern.

Referring to the review of the
composite dialogue, Mr. Kasuri
told presspersons: “Of course,
he [Mr. Singh] mentioned his
concerns and I had to mention
mine. 1 spoke of the human
rights situation in Jammu and
Kashmir and 1 suggested to him
... that regardless of the words
that we use and the gloss that
we put, we are all aware of what
has been the cause of perpetual
tension between our two coun-
tries and what has caused three
wars between us and a near war
in 2002. And that was the issue
of Jammu and Kashmir.”

More reports on Page 11
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tinue with the ceasefire between them will
invite widespread relief. The external af-
fairs minister, Mr K. Natwar Singh, and his coun-
terpart, Mr Khursheed Mahmud Kasuri, have
also agreed to a series of incremental steps to take
the composite dialogue process forward. By all ac-
counts, the meeting of the two foreign ministers
in New Delhi has been satisfactory and produc-
tive. The decision to sustain the ceasefire which
has been operative since November, 2003, is signif-
icant. Before the ceasefire, shelling across the line
of control created havoc in bordering villages.
Similarly, the military confrontation in Siachen
had led to hundreds of casualties on both sides.

Most of this stopped after a ceasefire was de-
clared. It was unreal, however, to expect a dramat-
ic breakthrough or to imagine that differences
over cross-border terrorism and Jammu and
Kashmir would be resolved after a couple of meet-
ings. But it was critical for New Delhi and Islam-
abad to agree to continue talking in spite of the
disagreements. Thankfully, the two foreign minis-
ters have agreed to do this at various levels of the
composite dialogue. In the days preceding the
meeting of the two foreign ministers, however,
there was a growing perception that Pakistan was
intensifying hostilities in Kashmir. Violence had
begun to escalate in the valley and there were re-
ports of increased infiltration. There was also a
feeling in New Delhi that Pakistan was trying to
sabotage the internal dialogue with the sepa-
ratists from Kashmir. Indeed, on the eve of the
talks, Mr Kasuri had declared that Kashmiris
should be involved in the dialogue; something
that he knew would be clearly unacceptable to
New Delhi. Besides the ceasefire, the two coun-
tries have agreed to hold technical talks on the
Khokrapar-Munabao Rail link, to continue dis-
cussions on nuclear confidence-building meas-
ures, and improve communications between the
coast guards of both sides. The issue of opening
the road link between Srinagar and Muzaffarabad
seems to have been discussed and some progress
has appropriately been made.

Interestingly, the Hurriyat leader, Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq, who met Mr Kasuri, seems to have
emphasized the need for introducing specific con-
fidence-building measures in Jammu and Kash-
mir, including the opening of communication
links across the line of control. The gradualism
that seems to have defined the meeting of the two
foreign ministers is clearly the way forward. It
should be clear, by now, that peace in south Asia
cannot be created through dramatic gestures or
onthe basis of an instant formula. Peace has tobe
built brick by brick through a series of incremen-
tal steps which create constituencies that will
have a strong stake in the stability of south Asia.
That process has, perhaps, begun.

THE TELEGRAPH
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/kASURI REMARKS ON KASHMIR\AVTHING OF THE PAST: DELHI

‘A good

be

w3 Py

eginning’ on

‘. Day One of talks o

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Sept. 5. — “A good
beginning.” That was how senior official
sources categorised the first day of talks
between the foreign ministers of India
and Pakistan, Mr Natwar Singh and Mr
Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri, today. An
hour-long one-on-one meeting between
Mr Singh and Mr Kasuri prior to the
delegation-level talks suggests that the
minor “disappointment” over Mr Kasu-
ri’s remarks on Kashmir was in the past.
“It’s a relationship we’re looking at,” an
official source said. “It’s not about
words.” The two countries appeared set
to announce a fresh set of dates for
round two of the revived composite dia-
logue process, including the J&K issue.

New Delhi and Islamabad are also
likely to announce dates for technical-
level discussions on the Khokhrapar-
Munabao train service after the talks
between their foreign ministers end
tomorrow, as they look at a “mechanism
to operationalise” the Srinagar-Muzaf-
farabad bus service that both countries
agree is a crucial confidence-building
measure for intra-Kashmir harmony.

Also likely is an MoU on cooperation
between the Coast Guards of India and
Pakistan, and cooperation in the train-
ing process of foreign service probation-
ers, official sources said.

The ceasefire that is “holding” along
the LoC will continue to be in place as
the “most important CBM,” sources
said, as both countries continue to take
small steps ahead to remain engaged in

Mr Natwar Singh with Mr Khurshid Mahmud
Kasuri in New Delhi on Sunday. — AFP
the process of dialogue.

There were no indications of a bilater-
al summit. Though Islamabad “categor-
ically” rejected serious Indian concerns
that it was officially aiding cross-border
terrorism, an indication that relations
were on the mend was in Delhi’s private
concession that may be there is little
“official connivance” in the increased
levels of cross-border infiltration detect-

Between frnends

NEW DELHI, Sept 5. — When Mr
Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri meets his
old college friend, petroleum minister
Mr Mani Shankar Aiyar, for a private
lunch tomorrow, one of the topics due
to come up is the proposed $4.16 bil-
lion Iran-India gas pipeline via
Pakistan. Officials said Islamabad was
“very keen” and had “given many
assurances” of security for the pipeline.
— Nilova Roy Chaudhury

Details on page 4

ed over the past few months. But, “for
us, terrorism is a critical issue that has to
be addressed,” a senior official said.

Some of the “slew of proposals” could
be firmed up at the talks, including find-
ing ways and means for disengagement at
Siachen, without compromising their
stands on the issue. Also, India could
invite a Pakistani business delegation to
remove any misgivings on Delhi’s com-
mitment to better bilateral economic ties.

A joint foreign ministry statement
released today, said the two ministers
reviewed the recommendations of the
foreign secretaries. A new word “affa-
ble” was added to the usual “friendly,
cordial and constructive” used to des-
cribe the atmosphere at the talks.

Mr Kasuri also met Hurriyat leader
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq who demanded
visa-free travel for people of J&K across
the LoC and intra-Kashmiri dialogue,
adds PTI.

~~
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By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 5. India and Pa-
kistan have agreed on incre-
mental steps to take the
dialogue process forward even
as they differed on the issues of
cross-border terrorism and
Jammu and Kashmir at a meet-
ing between their Foreign Min-
isters, Natwar Singh and
Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri, at
Hyderabad House here today.

Mr. Singh and Mr. Kasuri met
for nearly 70 minutes without
ajides and for another 80 min-
utes with their delegations to
review the progress made in the
first round of the eight-subject
composite dialogue.

The two countries have re-
portedly agreed to hold techni-
cal talks on the
Khokrapar-Munabao rail link,
continue discussions on nucle-
ar confidence-building mea-
sures, hold a dialogue between
their Coast Guard and talk fur-
ther on narcotics control and
trade-related issues.

A joint statement on the de-
liberations is likely to be issued
and the two Foreign Ministers
will hold a joint press confer-
ence at the end of their second
round of discussions on Mon-
day afternoon. Just 30 minutes
of discussions have been sched-
uled for Monday, indicating
that officials of the two coun-
tries were working on the side-
lines to hammer out an
agreement,

‘Pakistan not unifocal’

“I have come with a positive
frame of mind,” Mr. Kasuri told
The Hindu before the talks.
Pakistan was not being “unito-
cal” (a term used by India on
Saturday) by repeatedly bring-
ing attention to the Kashmir is-
sue, he added. Pakistan, he said,
wanted peace in South Asia. Ac-
cording to Mr. Kasuri, both
countries had to talk on all is-
sues and they could not change
their minds on this matter. Pa-
kistan, he said, believed that
having good relations with [n-
dia was in its own interest.

On his part, Mr. Singh said he
shared the sentiments ex
pressed by Mr. Kasuri, “We will
carry the dialogue process {o:
ward,” he said. India was (o0 1:-
mitted to  having oy
neighbourly, friendly and ¢ »
dial relations with Pakistan

Later briefing presspers)

. India, Pakistan differ on

cross-border terrorism
Agreement on steps to take dialogue forward

BUILDING TRUST: The External Affairs Minister, K. Natwar Singh,
have a quiet word before the formal start of the hilateral talk

the Pakistan Foreign Office
spokesman, Masood Khan, said
he would not use the word
“happy or unhappy” to describe
the progress made at the talks,
but claimed that the process
was satisfactory. The situation
had to be contrasted and com-
pared with what existed earlier,
Asked “how satisfied” Pakistan
was on discussions relating to
Kashmir, he said the two sides
had discussed the matter and it
was a “central issue” between
the two countries.

The Pakistani spokesman
boped that “this current phase
0 nh-gotiations” between the
t.c countries would lead to a
it ~t i nd lasting solution to the

JHER]

Kashmir issue, adding that Mr.
Kasuri’s statement yesterday
was “deliberate”. It was not a
coincidence, he said.

Hurriyat lauded

On Mr. Kasuri's meetings
with the Hurriyat faction lead-
ers, Mr. Khan said Pakistan
would be happy if the Hurriyat
stood united. Islamabad felt
that the Hurriyat had played a
historic role and “lauded” ef-
forts at unity.

“We reject this allegation of
cross-border terrorism or that {
there has been any increase,” [
Mr. Khan said. “Kashmiris have
been complaining that human ‘
rights violations by India have |

|

o

SoP Jiid

o

increased since November. It
should be ended so that Kash-
miris feel part of the dialogue
process.”

Separately, the External Af-
fairs Ministry spokesman, Nav-
tej Sarna, said today’s meeting
was held in a friendly and af-
fable environment when asked
whether Mr. Kasuri's statement
on Kashmir had cast a shadow
on the talks. “We have already
given you our reaction to that
statement last evening,” he

and his Pakistan counterpart, Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri,
s in New Dethi on Sunday. — Photo: V. Sudershan.

said, seeking to put an end to
the controversy.

Bus service

Asked about the state of play
on the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad
bus service, Mr. Sarna said this
was under discussion. “This was
a proposal made by India sever-
al months ago and we have
been hoping that this is a matter
which will be sorted out and the
bus service would be operation-
alised as soon as possible.”




‘India will engage Pakistan

¥

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 5. The National
Security Adviser, J.N. Dixit, has
said that Pakistan should talk to
“their” Kashmiris and India to
“our” Kashmiris in a bid to ad-
dress the Kashmir issue, but in-
dicated that a tripartite dialogue
involving India, Pakistan and
the Kashiniris was not on the
cards.

In an interview to BBC, Mr.
Dixit, a former High Commis-
sioner to Pakistan, said there
was nothing to worry about
when asked about the exchange
of words between India and Pa-
kistan on Kashmir. ’

Stating that both India and
Pakistan wanted an outcome fa-
vourable to them on Kashmir,
Mr. Dixit said there was “tacti-
cal manoeuvring” on the issue,
choosing to use the Hindi word
“pantreybaazi”.

Referring to Pakistani con-
cerns on Kashmir, the National
Security Adviser said India
would engage Pakistan on the
Kashmir issue. He said there
was a groundswell of public

opinion in both countries that
wanted issues between India
and Pakistan resolved.

‘Nothing new’

“It's unfortunate that Khur-
shid Mahmud Kasuri had to say
what he said yesterday [a refer-
ence to the Pakistani Foreign
Minister's remarks on Kashmir).
But in fundamental terms, he
has not said anything new,” Mr.
Dixit said.

He argued that it had always
been Pakistan’s view that Kash-
mir was the precondition on
which other relationships could
be built up. “We have just the
opposite view that a reasonable,
practical dialogue can only take
place when there is an absence
of violence.”

However, Mr. Dixit said there
was seriousness about address-
ing specific issues and he hoped
that the dialogue process would
move forward. “Yesterday, the
Prime Minister [Manmohan
Singh] declared publicly at his
press conference that he wants

to move the process forward ... ”
Pointing o at there had

v on Kashmir issue’

G
been an increase il infiltration
into India since June,*he said
this was a matter of concern.

On Kashmir, he said this was
both an important and difficult
issue. “But should the delay in
the resolution of the issue affect
the development, well-being,
focus and availability of re-
sources for the good of over a
billion people living in India
and Pakistan?”

Asked about the dangers of
India and Pakistan beinig nucle-
ar powers and neighbdurs, Mr.
Dixit stated, “I feel this"is a cer-
tain paranoid superiority com-
plex that the West has'... these
people lecturing us only implies
that they have a greater sense of
patience and judgement which
we don’t have. I don’t agree
with that ... " :

“At least during the Kargil
war, Pakistani leaders articulat-
ed in so many words a nuclear
threat but I suppose when the
chips are down, the Pakistani
leadership also has the good
sense not to get involved in a
confrontation of mass destruc-
tion,” he added.
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NEW DELHI, SEPT. 5. The Leader of
the Opposition, LK. Advani,
met the Pakistan Foreign Minis-
ter, Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri,
this evening to discuss the on-
going peace dialogue between
India and Pakistan.

It is learnt that the discussion
was quite candid with Mr. Ad-
vani making it known that the
Bharatiya Janata Party did not
feel that Pakistan had adequate-
ly- addressed India’s security
concerns.

It was pointed out by him
that the BJP considered the Ja-
nuary 6 joint statement be-
tween the two countries issued
in Islamabad a ‘‘very good high
point” and it was expected that
Pakistan would act on its assur-
ance given in that statement not
to permit any territory under its
control to be used to support
terrorism in any manner.

Mr. Advani said that while
Pakistan had been taking action
against the elements supporting
the Al-Qaeda, similar action was
lacking when it came to sup-
porters of the Lashkar-e-Taiba
and other groups engaged in
acts of terrorism in Kashmir and
other parts of India.

Assurance

It is understood that Mr. Ka-
suri assured Mr. Advani that
there was no let-up in Pakis-
tan’s efforts to curb terrorism of
all kinds.

Mr. Kasuri was to have also
met the former Prime Minister,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, but that
meeting was cancelled, as Mr.
Vajpayee was indisposed.

The Pakistan Foreign Secre-
tary, Riaz Khokar, the High
Commissioner, Aziz Ahmed
Khan, and some Pakistani offi-
cials were present.

The Pakistan Foreign Minister, Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri (extreme left), with the Leader of the Opposition,

Pakistan should take action agains
LeT, Advani tells Kasuri.

L.K. Advani, at the latter’s residence in New Delhi on Sunday. The Pakistan Foreign Secretary,
Riyaz Khokar, and the High Commissioner, Aziz Ahmed Khan, are with them. — Photo: Rajeev Bhatt

Left for real
progress
By K.V. Prasad

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 5. The Left par-
ties today emphasised that the
Foreign Minister-level talks be-
tween India and Pakistan
should result in real progress in
the solution of issues between
the two countri es and not get
deadlocked over a single issue.

The Left parties’ leaders con-

veyed this when a delegation
called on the visiting Pakistan
Foreign Minister here.

The delegation included the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) general secretary,
Harkishan Singh Surjeet, the
CPI general secretary, A.B.
Bardhan, M.K. Pandhe (CPI-M)
and Abani Roy of the Revolu-
tionary Socialist Party.

Briefing reporters later, Mr.
Bardhan said that the Left par-
ties told Mr. Kasuri that while
Jammu and Kashmir was an is-

sue, it was tough to arrive at a
solution acceptable to both
sides but the talks should not
get bogged down on this count
since there were several other
issues on which progress could
be made — the proposal to
open another train route from
Rajasthan and a bus service be-
tween Srinagar-Muzzaffarabad.

Objection

Mr. Bardhan said Mr. Kasuri
mentioned that the country had
objection to the suggestion that

travel on this bus be made feasi-
ble through passports since that
would mean recognising the
Line of Control as International
Border, which was not accept-
able. Instead, the suggestion
was for allowing travel on the
basis of identity cards. The Left
leaders said they would com-
municate this to the United
Progressive Alliance Govern-
ment. The Left leaders were also
extended an invitation to visit
Pakistan after November 15, Mr.
Bardhan said.
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* Talks with Kasuri are not likely to makc}:vsdigniﬁcant progress

/: .,\

'\ road, the prime minis-
ter Manmohan Singh
is fond of quoting, is
made by walking step
by step. However, it is

unlikely that India and Pakistan
will take any major step forward in
the ongoing talks between the exter-
nal affairs minister, Natwar Singh,
and his Pakistani counterpart,
Khurshid Mahmood Kasuri. Mis-
perceptions on both sides will pre-
vent the dialogue from progressing
in any significant manner.

Pakistan thinks that Kashmir
has bled India so heavily that New
Delhi is now willing to settle the
issue. Islamabad is looking for a so-
lution that would go beyond the line
of control as the border. When Pak-
istan talks of the need for a “politi-
cal will” to resolve Kashmir, what it
means is that the solution lies in
India at least foregoing the Muslim-
dominated Kashmir Valley. Such
hopes are likely to be belied. When
it comes to the crunch, India will
not concede even an inch of territo-
ry. Any government that attempts
this cannot survive.

India’s misperception, on the
other hand, is that Pakistan is fast
becoming a failed state. New Delhi
is, therefore, in no hurry to deal
with Islamabad. Since they believe
that time is on the Indian side, Indi-
an political leaders are under no
pressure to reach a settlement.
However, Pakistan is not going
down the drain as fast as many in
India would like to believe. The Pak-
istani economy has been kept afloat
with international injections of
cash and will continue to be so. The
political fault-lines in Pakistan have
not become deep enough for an im-
minent crack up.

Misperceptions aside, the Nat-
war-Kasuri talks are not likely to
make any significant progress for
several other reasons. New Delhi re-
alizes that Islamabad has handled
its foreign policy and its Kashmir
policy better, and that New Delhi
needs to go on the front foot. Instead
of Pakistan being in the dog house,
the West has today more than ac-
cepted it — the United States of
America has declared it as its major
non-Nato ally, it has been readmit-
ted into the Commonwealth, inter-
national financial assistance is
flowing in, and the world has re-
fused to take a firm position against
its nuclear programme and nuclear
proliferation activities.

n Kashmir, the statement of
O January 6, issued jointly in
Islamabad, declaring that
Kashmir would be resolved bilater-
ally to the satisfaction of the two
sides has been subjected to a new in-
terpretation. The satisfaction of
Pakistan now lies in involving the
Kashmiri people.
The singular achievement of the

.~ Hardening pos
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visit to India of the Pakistan foreign
secretary, Riaz Khokar, in the last
week of June was to ensure that the
dialogue between the moderate
leaders of the All Party Hurriyat
Conference and New Delhi does not
take place. His intervention led to
the resurrection of the separatist
and pro-Pakistani leader, Syed Ali
Shah Geelani, in Kashmir. Now Is-
lamabad wants a political consoli-
dation around Geelani.

Although Pakistan enjoys a high
degree of deniability in its interfer-

ence within Hurriyat politics, its
role has been important in the sys-
tematic sidelining of moderate
Kashmiri leaders through threats.
Abdul Ghani Lone was murdered
for advocating a line not acceptable
to Pakistan. Mirwaiz Omar Fa-
rooq’s uncle was assassinated this
May and on the same day a grenade
was thrown at his home. Two
months later, in July, the Islamiya
School, a reputed and old institu-
tion run by the Awami Action Com-
mittee chaired by the Mirwaiz, and
a symbol of his authority, was burnt
down.

The moderates in Kashmir
know that if they do not toe the Pak-
istani line, they will be eliminated.
It is not surprising, therefore, that
Aziz Sheikh of the Peoples’ League
has broken rank with the moder-
ates and joined Geelani. Its polariza-
tion strategy within the Hurriyat
goes hand in hand with Pakistan’s
new insistence that the Kashmiris
be involved in the India-Pakistan di-
alogue. Who better at that stage
than their own man, Geelani, to rep-

resent the Kashmiri people?

The confusion in India, however,
between “the problem of Kashmir”
and “the problem in Kashmir” con-
tinues. While the problem of Kash-
mir can be, and is being, discussed
with Pakistan, the problem in Kash-
mir is internal to India. Yet the ex-
ternal affairs ministry has inexpli-
cably cited India’s democratic struc-
ture to allow Kasuri to meet Geelani
(currently on parole under the Pub-
lic Safety Act) and other separatist
Kashmiri leaders. Some argue that

‘ New Delhi has
realized that it
has lost ground to

Pakistan ,

a stronger leadership at the helm
might have chosen to arrest Geelani
on the eve of Kasuri’s visit and then
welcomed him for the composite
dialogue.

After a host of confusing and ac-
commodative statements, New
Delhi has realized that it has lost
ground to Pakistan. General Mush-
arraf has put the onus of showing
progress and sustaining the dia-
logue on India. In an attempt to do
one better on the previous govern-
ment, the new external affairs min-
ister, Natwar Singh, even suggested
that terrorist incidents would not be
allowed to have an impact on the
peace process or that India was even
willing to consider the issue of
changing the border in Kashmir

tures

e Wl

when the time came. Now, he is try-
ing to retrieve lost ground. Having
been put on the defensive by Gener-
al Musharraf, who is not only defin-
ing the parameters of the dialogue
but is also setting time-frames for
settling the Kashmir issue, a belated
attempt is being made to counter
this.

ew Delhi has finally decided
I \ I that it serves no purpose to
release the pressure on Pak-
istan. It is less willing today than
three months ago to buy the line
being peddled by Islamabad and
Washington that General Mushar-
raf was not fully in control of the
terrorist groups in Pakistan. This
may be true of al Qaida, but New
Delhi does not believe this of Kash-
miri jihadi groups. The widespread
impression in Pakistan that India
was ready to make some territorial
concessions is also being corrected
by publicly recalling the resolution
of the Indian parliament that the
entire territory of the erstwhile
princely state of Jammu and Kash-
mir (including Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir) belongs to India.

Unless India counters the preva-
lent impressions, the focus would be
primarily on the current Indian
state of Jammu and Kashmir. This
is how the peace process is being
perceived internationally. The dele-
gation of European members of
parliament which visited Jammu
and Kashmir in June this year, has
given an adverse report on the
human rights conditions in the
state. The European Union now
wants to appoint a special rappor-
teur on Kashmir.

Pakistan on its part has been ex-
tremely focused in its approach to
Kashmir. It has not let any settle-
ment take place even in relatively
easily resolvable border issues such
as Sir Creek, Siachen and the Wular
Barrage/Tulbul Navigation Project
unless there is progress on Kash-
mir. Because of Pakistan’s centred
focus, some argue that India must
not give any unilateral concessions
in these areas in the hope that this
would soften Islamabad’s stand on
Kashmir.

he only area where India
I might show flexibility is in
encouraging greater contacts
between the people of the two coun-
tries. However, here too, the expec-
tation that expanding the peace con-
stituency in Pakistan would neces-
sarily be salutary is tempered by the
fact that the impact of public opin-
ion on military establishments is se-
verely limited. The biggest achieve-
ment of the Kasuri-Natwar Singh
dialogue at this state would be if
they agree to continue talking,
maintaining and consolidating the
ceasefire along the LoC and liberal-
izing the visaregime.
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NEW DELHI, Sept. 4.— Once
again there was a spat on the
eve of important bilateral
talks today, after the Indian
and Pakistani foreign secre-
taries met to review the pro-
gress made sgo far in the
composite dialogue process,
with New Delhi expressing
“considerable disappoint-
ment” at a statement made by
the Pakistani foreign minis-
ter prior to his departure
from Islamabad.

Saying it was “not in conso-
nance with the spirit in which
we have conducted the compos-
ite dialogue so far,” the exter-
nal affairs ministry spokesman
also said that Mr Khurshid
Mahmud Kasuri’s statement
that the Kashmiris should be
given a choice to determine
their own future, violated
“Pakistan’s own call for a
rhetoric-restraint regime.”

According to reports from
Islamabad, Mr Kasuri said:
“This choice should have been
given to them (Kashmiris) in
August, 1947. Fifty seven
years later, we are still at the
starting point,” he said.

Hours after his statement on
Kashmir kicked off a contro-
versy, Mr Kasuri today said
that Islamabad was not "unifo-
cal" and was ready to resolve
all issues. "We are ready to
understand and resolve all
issues. But there are some
prablems which cannot be
ignored,” he said after India
objected to his statement.

Mr Kasuri arrived in New
Delhi tonight for two days of
talks on eight outstanding is-
sues, including peace, security
and CBMs with his counter-
part, Mr Natwar Singh, begin-
ning from tomorrow, during
which they are due to chart a
course for the future direction
of the dialogue process.

Earlier in the day, the foreign

L

Ritual tiff before né/ighbo

COMPANY, SECRETARY: Pakistan foreign secretary Mr Riaz Khokhar (right) with his Indian counterpart Mr Shyam
Saran prior to the secretary-level talks in New Delhi on Saturday. — AFP

secretaries “assessed positive-
ly” the discussions so far on the
eight-point composite dialogue
process, and, according to a
joint statement, “would be
reporting to the foreign minis-
ters with the recommendation
that the composite dialogue
should be continued” to deepen
and broaden the engagement
between the two sides.
The Prime Minister, Dr
Manmohan Singh, clarified at
a press conference today that
the basis for the dialogue
process was the joint state-
ment of January 2004 in which
Pakistan vowed not to allow
“any part of its territory” to be
used for acts of terrorism or
infiltration against India as
the two sides had discussed.

Army’s other battle in Valley

NEW DELHI, Sept. 4. — Itisin
Jammu & Kashmir that the Ar-
my has suffered the majority of
its casualties since Independ-
ence, yet it is in that same trou-
bled region that is has devoted
its greatest energies for the
well-being of the people. People
who do not always cooperate
with it, but people who it simply
refuses to deem an adversary.
While assisting the local popu-
lace has been in practice ever
since the troops were airlifted to
protect Srinagar from the ram-
paging Afridi in 1947, in the
last few years a concerted Sadb-
havana mission has been put in

place. Both to earn goodwill as
well as to fuel the peopleg’ aspi-
rations for peace and prosperi-
ty.

The mission has many facets.
Medical teams “patrol” areas
difficult to access, and those re-
quiring advanced treatment are
sometimes transferred to Army
hospitals as far away as Delhi
and Chandigarh. Schools also
get special treatment, the Army
repairs buildings and arranges
for students to visit other parts
of the country. Vocational train-
ing centres for women are or-
ganised.

To boost development activity

the Army helps in building
roads, bridges, mini-hydel sta-
tions and so on. The statistics
tell their tale: bridges built —
16; roads constructed — 550
kms; water supply schemes —
108; villages electrified — 25;
schools built — 50; schools ren-
ovated — 202; women empower-
ment centres — 67.

What has really built promis-
ing bonds are the tours ar-
ranged for schoolchildren to
visit Agra, Jaipur and the Capi-
tal — often for the Republic Day
festivities. Over 20,000 children
have been thus exposed to other

5 SEP 2004

parts of their country. — SN?/,,
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 30. Pakistan’s
former Foreign Minister and
Ambassador-at-large Khurshid
Mehmood Kasuri has expressed
concern over what he calls an
“emerging pattern of accusato-
ry statements from high offi-
cials" in India against his
country prior to the crucial
round of talks at the level of For-
eign Ministers between the two
countries scheduled in New
Delhi for Septembet 5 and 6.
Talking to The Hindu, Mr.
Kasuri, who is expected to be re-
inducted as Foreign Minister by
the new Prime Minister, Shau-
kat Aziz, on September 1, said
that finger-pointing did not au-
gur well for the composite dia-
logue and reiterated his call for
a “rhetoric-restraint regime.”
Mr. Kasuri was responding to
questions on the statement
made by the External Affairs
Minister, Natwar Singh, on In-
dian concerns over the rise in
cross-border infiltration and Is-
lamabad’s appreach to the talks
scheduled in New Delhi.

Healthy talks

“Of course I would persist in
promoting a healthy and result-
oriented dialogue with India on
all issues including Jammu and
Kashmir. I am going to New

Delhi with total confidence.
Since the people of India, Pakis-
tan and Kashmir have ex-
pressed an  overwhelming
desire for peace, hopefully the
leaders of the two countries
would rise to the occasion,” Mr.
Kasuri said.

He said that people in Pakis-
tan and foreign countries had
been asking him to interpret the
hostile statements emanating

from Indian leaders. “I have
been telling them I have no an-
swer to the query and directing
them to pose the question to
the Indian leaders,” he said.

In the interest of the ongoing
composite dialogue he would
not like add anything to the re-
sponse given by the Pakistan
Foreign Office to the latest
statements attributed to Mr.
Singh. Mr. Kasuri said the Pakis-

over Indian statements 7

tan President, Pervez Mushar-
raf, and Mr. Aziz — in his first
speech after being sworn-in —
had expressed the resolve to
carty forward the dialogue
process to positive conclusioli.
“Indian Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh in his congratula-
tory message to Mr. Aziz has
expressed similar sentiments
and we are encouraged by his
statement.”

Reports on

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 30. Pakistan
has denied reports that India
has proposed an extradition
treaty, which “it rejected.”

At the weekly news briefing
today, the Pakistan Foreign Of-
fice spokesman, Masood Khan,
maintained that since there
was no proposal from India for
such a treaty, the question of
its rejection did not arise.

To a question, he said that
differences on cross-border
terrorism publicly aired by
both countries would not have
any impact on the talks be-
tween the Indian External Af-

fairs Minister, K. Na ingh
and his count )

{H}.,

extradition treaty denied

Khurshid M. Kasuri, sched-
uled to be held on September 5
and 6 in New Delhi.

‘Lower rhetoric’

Rejecting India’s assertion
that cross-border terrorism
was continuing, Mr. Khan said,
“it [differences] will not have
impact on the talks. The mood
here is to engage the Indians in
a constructive manner.It would
be in the interest of both the
countries to lower the rhetoric
and seriously pursue negotia-
tions.These are very important
talks, We should not try to pol-
lute the talks before going for
these talks.”

The two Foreign Ministers
would look at the prospect of

P

AL

making progress and contin-
uing the dialogue process, he
said.

‘Review progress’

Mr. Khan said the two sides
would have comprehensive
discussions on the entire agen-
da of eight points, including .
peace and security and Jammu
and Kashmir. They would re- |
view the progress of their en- }
gagement. j

Mr. Khan categorically
stated that Pakistan and India |
were not negotiating to give |
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By C. Raja ohan

NEW DELHI, AUG. 29. As they pre-
pare for the first structured bi-
lateral political negotiations in
more than four decades, the Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister, Natwar
Singh, and his Pakistani coun-
terpart, Khurshid Mehmood
Kasuri, should be fully aware of
the rising popular expectations
across the border.

The dismal history of India-
Pakistan relations, however, in-
duces a large dose of caution.
Although both the Govern-
ments might genuinely want a
sustainable peace process, they
could squander the current op-
portunity by resorting to a “wait
and watch” policy.

To be sure, it would not be
difficult for the two Foreign
Ministers to announce a contin-
uation of the current engage-
ment after reviewing the
discussions between the offi-
cials on all bilateral issues over
the last few weeks. But can they
inject some real life into it?

Indian and Pakistan political
leaders have met at the highest
levels many times over the dec-
ades; but last time the two sides
engaged each other on an ex-
tended basis was during 1962-
63. The two Foreign Ministers
then were Sardar Swaran Singh
and Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto.

The failure of the talks then
led to the India-Pakistan war of
1965. The danger that India and
Pakistan will slide back to yet
another cycle of violent tension
is a real possibility. The rub, as
in 1962-63, remains Kashmir.

Reciprocal steps

The current peace process
hinges on the political deal that
the Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf, and the then Indian
Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, made at Islamabad last
January — a purposeful nego-
tiation on Kashmir in a vio-
lence-free environment.

Despite Indian assurances
since then on a “sustained and
serious” dialogue on Kashmir,
Pakistan has expressed con-
cerns about the will and capa-
bility of the Congress-led
coalition in New Delhi to pur-
sue productive negotiations. In-

dia, on the other hand, has
questions on Gen. Musharraf’s
intent and ability to create a vi-
olence-free environment in
Kashmir.

Irrespective of who is in pow-
er, New Delhi could not have ig-
nored the signals from
Islamabad that violence will re-
main a political lever for Pakis-
tan in the Kashmir negotiations.

India, along with the rest of
the world, acknowledges that
Gen. Musharraf, at some risk to
his own life, has taken on the
Al-Qaeda in Pakistan. But New
Delhi and other Western capi-
tals are fully aware that Gen.
Musharraf has been reluctant to
crack down on the remnants of
the Taliban and Kashmir-relat-
ed terrorist groups.

DIPLOMATIC
NOTEBOOK

There is a broad agreement
among the observers of Pakis-
tan that the Army there is un-
willing to give up on the
strategic investments it has
made in Afghanistan and Kash-
mir over the last two decades.

India and Pakistan can, how-
ever, provide each other some
reassurance through unilateral
actions. Gen. Musharraf must
act against the Lashkar-e-Taiba
and the Hizbul Mujahideen,
two specific Kashmir-related
groups that operate under State
patronage in Pakistan.

New Delhi on its part should
take steps to improve the hu-
man rights situation in Kash-
mir. By withdrawing some of
the draconian laws operating in
Kashmir and altering the dispo-
sition of its security forces there,
India can reinforce its political
commitment to engage Pakis-
tan in a substantive dialogue on
Kashmir.

Kashmir CBMs

Equally important are other
CBMs in Kashmir that will allow
the creation of linkages be-
tween the people and institu-
tions across the divide in
Jammu and Kashmir. In the
talks between their foreign sec-
retaries last June, India and Pa-
kistan exchanged a number of
proposals for confidence build-

THE HINDU

,peace process

ing on Kashmir. An agreement
between the two Foreign Minis-
ters to move forward on trans-
port links across the Line of
Control in Kashmir — between
Srinagar and Muzaffarabad —
could help create a positive en-
vironment in the State for the
peace process.

Having put this idea on the
table, India should take the ini-
tiative to demonstrate flexibility
on the question of travel docu-
ments. Instead of insisting on
the use of passports, India
should agree to negotiate with
Pakistan on the kind official cer-
tifications from the local Gov-
ernments that could facilitate
travel across the LoC.

Missile tests

India’s testing of the Agni-II
missile today is unlikely to have
an impact on the talks between
the two Foreign Ministers. The
Congress Government had
made light of a series of missile
tests conducted by Pakistan
within days after it was sworn in
at the end of May.

New Delhi had also noted the
statements of Gen. Musharraf a
few weeks ago that Pakistan
plans to conduct an important
missile test in the near future. -
New Delhi and Islamabad at
present inform each other
about their impending missile
tests. In June, India had handed
over to Pakistan a draft agree-
ment on pre-notification of bal-
listic missile testing. At their
meeting, the two Foreign Minis-
ters should announce the inten-
tion to sign the agreement.
Gas pipeline

The Union Minister for Pet-
roleum, Mani Shankar Aiyar,
has strongly recommended a
modification of the current In-
dian opposition to importing
natural gas through Pakistani
territory. Instead of rejecting
the idea, he has proposed a
“conversation without commit-
ment” on the natural gas pipe-
lines with Pakistan.

Mr. Aiyar is expected to host a
luncheon for Mr. Kasuri — an
old friend and classmate from
Cambridge, England. Mr. Aiyar
will hopefully have some good
news to offer at the table.
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- Trade-off on transit

P 9
S
NDIA AND Pakistan have an op-
portunity this week to complete
their first round of composite
dialogue with a bold new eco-
nomic initiative. If there is one single
big idea that could transform India-
Pakistan relations it is transit. A deci-
sion to offer each other transit facil-
ities across their borders for energy
and goods will in one stroke reorder
the geopolitics of the western subcon-
tinent, Central Asia and the Persian
Gulif. If India and Pakistan are ready to
pursue their own enlightened eco-
nomic interests, they will seize the
moment to cut a simple deal on tran-
sit at their talks on economic cooper-
ation this week.

Let us take a look at where India
and Pakistan stand on transit trade.
India is keen on overland trade with
Afghanistan and Central Asia through
Pakistan. Islamabad has been unwill-
ing so far to provide such facility for
India. Pakistan, however, offers tran-
sit the other way in moving natural
gas through pipelines from Iran and
Central Asia. Here it has been India’s
turn to say “no.” The current negotiat-
ing positions of the two sides mean
they are open to one-way transit —
that is most advantageous to them. A
comprehensive deal in which both
sides agree to two-way transit could
bring many benefits.

For one, granting such mutual tran-
sit will restore natural trade routes
within the subcontinent and across it.
India now transports its goods to Af-
ghanistan and Central Asia along a
circuitous route through Iran. With-
out access to the pre-Partition trade
routes between the Indo-Gangetic
plain and the western outreaches of
the subcontinent, India is involved in
developing a variety of expensive
transport corridors that go around
Pakistan.

Islamabad, in turn, has to circum-
navigate peninsular India to get its
products into Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Nepal and Myanmar. A deal on transit
will open the western and central
parts of Asia to India and the eastern
and southeastern parts of the conti-
nent to Pakistan. When that happens
it is not merely Indian and Pakistani
goods that will traverse the subconti-
nent. The rich economies of Europe as
well as East Asia will be able to use the
transport corridors across the sub-
continent. India, Pakistan and Ban-
gladesh will gain access to each other
as well as collect revenues from the
larger flows of trade from other na-
tions across their territories.

Until recent history complicated it,

A O
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A deciston by India and Pakistan to offer each
other transit facilities for energy and goods will in
one stroke reorder the geopolitics of the region.

the subcontinent used to be the cross-
roads of civilisations and trans-conti-
nental commerce. But the
post-Partition divisions in the sub-
continent have choked these trans-
port corridors. Pre-existing road and
rail links across the new frontiers of
South Asia have been laid to waste.
Having pursued a “beggar thy neigh-
bour” policy for decades, India and
Pakistan will have to do very littie now
to create shared prosperity in the re-
gion. They just have to unlock the
transport links across their nations.

Second, once they agree to open up
transport corridors, they cannot con-
tinue to block energy

Third, trade and transit across the
South Asian frontiers will put India,
Pakistan and Bangladesh in a win-win
situation in geopolitical terms. The
President of Pakistan, Pervez Mushar-
raf, has often declared that he wants
to utilise Pakistan’s geopolitical loca-
tion at the crossroads of Asia to na-
tional economic advantage. Until now
Pakistan has sought to use its location
to gain strategic advantages vis-@-vis
India. If Pakistan chooses to become
an economic bridge — a role for
which it is naturally positioned -—be-
tween the subcontinent and the west-
ern and northwestern parts of Asia, it

will significantly enhance

pipelines. Pakistan has

WORLD VIEW

its own regional standing.
If Pakistan can become a

been keen on building
natural gas pipelines from Iran and
Central Asia to service the Indian mar-
ket. If Pakistan chooses to combine
that proposal with an offer on transit
in the other direction for Indian
goods, New Detlhi will find it hard to
say “no”. Until now India has had two
main arguments against natural gas
pipelines through Pakistan.

One relates to security. Pipelines
everywhere in the turbulent develop-
ing world have security problems. A
pipeline through Baluchistan will in
fact be vulnerable to attacks. But so
have been India’s pipelines on its own
territory moving energy from the
mainland to the Northeast. If the se-
curity problems with pipelines are en-
demic, there are a variety of solutions
— legal means and insurance cover
among others — to limit the costs of
potential disruption of supplies.
These instruments have been effec-
tively employed in other volatile parts
of the world.

‘The other Indian argument has
been about reciprocity. New Delhi
says there is a long list of decisions on
economic cooperation the two sides
nave to take in restoring normal and
mutually beneficial engagement. In-
dia insists that Islamabad cannot
cherry pick on items of specific inter-
est to it. India has hinted in the past
that it could reconsider its approach
to the pipeline if Pakistan is prepared
for a broader range of economic
cooperation. If Islamabad were ready
for transit of goods and energy in both
directions across its territory, many of
India’s objections would have been
met.

THE HINDU

bridge to the west, Bangladesh is In-
dia’s link to the east. At present both
are geographic barriers for India.

Fourth, trade and transit between
India and Pakistan would also help re-
duce the sense of political rivalry in
Afghanistan. Both New Delhi and Isla-
mabad have high stakes in cultivating
enduring relations with Afghanistan.
At present, in trying to neutralise each
other, they both diminish themselves.
If India and Pakistan begin to pursue
economic cooperation in self-interest,
Afghanistan will be partner to both. A
trade and transit treaty involving New
Delhi, Islamabad and Kabul is a nat-
ural objective the three sides should
aim at achieving.

Fifth, if India and Pakistan allow
transit trade across their territories it
goes without saying that they would
exploit the suppressed potential for
trade between the two Punjabs and
between other regions such as Sindh
in Pakistan and Rajasthan, Gujarat
and Maharashtra in India. All these
regions were part of a single economic
space and it was post-Partition poli-
tics that prevented natural commer-
cial exchange between these
territories.

At a recent conference in Islama-
bad, the former Pakistan Finance
Minister and an internationally reput-
ed economist, Shahid Javed Burki, ar-
gued that a deliberate and
uninhibited opening up of trade links
with India would add three percent-
age points to the annual growth rate
in Pakistan. India in general and its
bordering regions with Pakistan in
particular will benefit immensely

12 Ry 2nm

from a liberalised trading regime with
Pakistan. But to reatise the full poten-
tial trade between India and Pakistan
both sides must put in place some ba-
sic infrastructure.

These would include permission
for national banks of either country to
operate on the other side, promotion
of shipping links, upgrading of trans-
port corridors, improving the com-
munication links, and greater
cooperation between the national
stock exchanges. At the talks on eco-
nomic cooperation this week in Isla-
mabad, India must offer to negotiate
new agreements as well as unilateral
gestures to break the current negative
mindsets that are preventing mutually
beneficial economic cooperation.

The level of commercial exchanges
between the two nations is at such a
primitive level that it does not take
much for both sides to make a success
of the talks on economic cooperation.
Any movement forward in these talks
will provide the much-needed chap-
eau for the first round of the dialogue.
This composite and integrated dia-
logue is premised on the assumption
that the two nations will simultane-
ously move on the resolution of the
question of Jammu and Kashmir and
move towards a complete normalisa-
tion of bilateral relations.

On its part, India had promised at
the end of June during the talks be-
tween the two Foreign Secretaries that
it was prepared for a “serious and sus-
tained” dialogue on the Kashmir
question. It is up to Pakistan now to
offer satisfaction to India on issues of
concern to it. On the question of in-
creasing people-to-people contact, Is-
lamabad has responded positively to
the Indian suggestions and come up
with some of its own. A similar re-
sponse on trade and commercial ex-
changes will dramatically improve the
prospects of the peace process.

In the past, Pakistan has conveyed
ambiguous signals on expanding
trade links. But the latest hints from
Islamabad are that Pakistan has been
clearing the decks for a more positive
approach towards economic cooper-
ation with India. On its part, New Del-
hi should seize the moment to
articulate a broad vision on trans-
forming economic relations with its
western neighbour. If Pakistan re-
sponds constructively, India will have
reason to hope that the peace process
will survive well beyond the first
round. If Pakistan holds back, New
Delhi would have to hedge its own
bets on the longevity of the current
engagement with Islamabad.
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/ SIR CREEK DISPUTE

India, Pakistan
" for early

i
i
{
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By Sandeep Dikshit

NEW DELHI, AUG. 7. India and Pa-
kistan today ended their first
talks in six years on the Sir
Creek border demarcation dis-

pute with a joint statement that .

reiterated the need for an early
resolution of the issue. The two
sides agreed to continue the
discussions at a future date.

The talks on Sir Creek began
on Friday soon after a joint
statement on Siachen demili-
tarisation talks was finalised.
The threads were picked up to-
day with both sides presenting
their viewpoints. The Surveyor
General of India, Prithvish Nag,
led the Indian delegation while
the Additional Secretary in the
Pakistan Ministry of Defence,
Ahsan ul Haq Chaudhry, led the
other side.

Exchange of views

The joint statement said the
talks were held in a “frank and
friendly atmosphere.” The two
sides elaborated upon their re-
spective positions and had a de-
tailed and useful exchange of
views on various issues in-
volved.

Pakistan said the entire Sir
Creek, with its eastern bank de-
fined by a “green line” and rep-
resented on a 1914 map belongs
to it. However, India says the
green line is an indicative line
and felt the boundary should be
defined by the “mid-channel”
of the Creek as shown on a map
dated 1925. Senior sources in

. By Our Special Correspondent

© CHENNAI, AUG. 7. The Defence
Minister, Pranab Mukherjee,
said today that there was “no
question of thinking or re-
thinking” on the withdrawal
of the Armed Forces Special
Powers Act from Manipur.
“We are watching the sit-
uation. We had detailed dis-
cussion with the [State]
Ministers. I myself was pre-
sent. We have already indi-
cated that in order to assuage

“" resolution

the Defence Ministry said re-
ports that this was the last
chance for both sides to resolve
the dispute on a bilateral basis
were “misplaced.”

Talks next week

Sir Creek is one of the eight
subjects in the composite dia-
logue process resumed eatlier
this year. The next round of
talks will be held next week be-
tween the Home Secretaries of
the two countries on combating
terrorism and suppressing trade
in narcotics.

The ambiguity in maritime
boundaries in the Sir Creek area
has led to the detention of fish-
ermen by the two sides, it has
deterred exploration in the oil
and gas rich area, and position-
ing of armed forces on alert. At
the last talks, Pakistan had
wanted India to agree to take
the dispute to an international
tribunal. Demarcation of the
boundary would have another
major consequence: it would
help in defining the limits of the
Exclusive Economic Zones
(EEZ) and the continental shelf.

Accepting Pakistan’s premise
on the “green line” would mean
loss of about 250 square miles of
EEZ for India. Pakistan rejects
India’s proposal for mid-chan-
nel demarcation because it
claims that this notion is appli-
cable to navigable channels
whereas Sir Creek is not naviga-
ble. The two sides have dis-
cussed the issue six times over
the last two decades.

“No re-think on withdrawal
of special powers Act’

the feelings of the people a
court of enquiry is looking
into the incident [the killing
of a woman activist],” he told
mediapersons at the Heavy
Vehicles Factory, Avadi, here.

The Minister assured that
whoever had committed a
mistake would be “taken to
task. Nobody will be spared.”

He appealed to the people
to maintain peace and order.
“To paralyse everything is
not right,” he said.

Police open fire: Page 10.
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/ Talks on Siachen begin

NEW RQELH), AUG 5. India and Pa-
kistan* held exploratory discus-
sions on demilitarising the

&fy Sandeep Dikshlt’\;\)

iachen Glacier today and de-
liberated on the contours of a
joint statement that is likely to
be released tomorrow.
Senior officials termed the

. Manmohan’s birthplace
; to be model village

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

¢ ISLAMABAD, AUG. 5. Pakistan
i tonight announced that the
! birthplace of the Prime Min-
| ister, Manmohan Singh,
! would be declared a “model
] village” as a gesture of good-
| will to strengthen the India-
i Pakistan peace process.
“Prime Minister Ch. Shu-
. jaat Hussain has directed the
. Pdnjab Government to de-
clare village Gah in District
| Chakwal — birthplace of In-
| dian Prime Minister Manmo-
. han Singh — as a model

village and the Government

Bays Primary School at Gah -

as the ‘Manmohan Singh
Government Boys Primary
School,’ as a gesture of good-
will to strengthen the peace
process between Pakistan
and India,” an official state-
ment said here. Dr. Singh’s
family migrated to the Indian

_side of Punjab before Parti-

tion. When he became the
Prime Minister in May, there
were celebrations in the Pa-
kistani village where he was
born and attended the pri-
mary school.

meetings today as a “mind and
body language study mission”
by Pakistan following the
change in the Government here
and felt that “nothing substan-
tial” was likely to emerge from
the talks.

They said the officials from
both sides made it a point to
refer to the ceasefiggsince No-
vember 25 last year.

The two sides, assisted by na-
val officials, are scheduled to
hold talks over the weekend on
the Sir Creek demarcation dis-
pute in the Rann of Kutch.

The interaction opened with
a meeting between the two De-
fence Secretaries, Ajay Vikram
Singh and Hamid Nawaz Khan.

The Pakistani team called on
the National Security Adviser, J.
N. Dixit, and along with the In-
dian delegation met the De-
fence Minister, Pranab
Mukherjee, to formally apprise
him of the discussions.
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/ Siachen
ﬁ’ talks stall

Gr PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Aug. 5: “Authenti-
cation” of existing positions
appears to have stalled talks
on the Siachen glacier, being
held for the first time in six
years.

At the end of the first day
of the two-day talks here, Pak-
istan demanded an “uncondi-
tional” withdrawal of troops
from Siachen. But India said it
was willing to do so only after
the two sides “authenticate”
the positions their respéctive
troops hold.

The ongoing talks are the
eighth round of discussions
between the two sides. But
there was little to suggest
today that any movement for-
ward had been made.

Twice in the past, in 1989
and 1992, an agreement on
Siachen appeared close but
stalled on the issue of “au-
thentication”. The dispute
over the highest battleground
in the world costs the South
Asian neighbours over a mil-
lion dollars every day.

Pakistan’s reluctance to
agree to India’s suggestion for
an “authentication” is under-
standable. For years, the lead-
ership in Islamabad had been
telling the domestic audience
and the outside world that it is
battling India on the glacier.

An “authentication”
would mean the two sides

&

o
5
7o

mark their positions and ex-
change maps; this would end
up proving that Pakistan is
nowhere near the glacier anc.
is fighting at much lower and
disadvantageous positions on
the Soltoro Range. Siachen
has been under India’s control
for years.

Defence secretary Ajai
Vikram Singh kicked off the
meeting with his Pakistani
counterpart Lt Gen. (retd)
Hamid Nawaz Khan this
morning with an hour-long ex-
clusive discussion. The dele-
gation-level talks followed.
Khan and members of his
team called on defence minis-
ter Pranab Mukherjee later.

Ajoint statement will be is-
sued tomorrow even though
not much headway is expected
from the talks — a sign that
neither side wants to pull out
of the discussions despite the
lack of success.

On arrival, the Pakistan
defence secretary said he
had come to India with a “posi-
tive and open” mind. But there
was little to suggest that either
side had made a serious at-
tempt to break away from
past positions and float new
proposals.

But despite differences
over the glacier, the neigh-
bours have had a ceasefire
along the Actual Ground Posi-
tion Line in Siachen since
November.
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” Defence secretaries sét/

for first meet in 6 years

T Siachen '
test for Pak
bonhomie

PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Aug. 4: The two-
day talks between India and
Pakistan to promote friendly
exchanges ended today on a
cordial note with both sides
agreeingto consider proposals
that will intensify contacts
between their people, includ-
ing aliberal visa regime.

All eyes are now on the tal-
ks that begin tomorrow on Si-
achen glacier, the control over
which costs the South Asian
neighbours millions of dollars
each day.

A ceasefire on the glacier,
the Actual Ground Position
Line (AGPL) and the Line of
Control has been on since No-
vember last year.

Attempts will be made to
come up with proposals that
ensure the ceasefire holds for
alonger period. Pakistan may
even push for a mechanism
that will lead to phased with-
drawal of troops, if not a total
pullout.

Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh chaired a 90-minute
meeting of the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Security this morn-
ing that was also attended by
defence minister Pranab Muk-
herjee, foreign minister K. Na-
twar Singh and national secu-
rity adviser J.N. Dixit. They
were briefed by the director-
general of military operatio-
ns, Lt Gen. A.S. Bhaiya, on tr-
oop deployment on the 72-km
glacier.

Army chief General N.C.
Vij, who was also present, is li-
kely to visit Jammu and Kas-
hmir, particularly the glacier
region, tomorrow. The defence
minister will head to the gla-
cier next week.

Pakistan’s defence secreta-

ry, LyGen. (retd) Hamid Nawaz
Kbén, arrived with his team
7
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this evening for the talks with
Indian counterpart Ajai Vik
ram Singh.

The discussions will con
clude on Friday. Defence secre
tary-level talks are being
held for the first time in si:
years.

A joint statement was is
sued after the talks today witl
both countries agreeing to ad
dress humanitarian issues
particularly those concernin;
civilian prisoners and fisher
men in custody.

Stress has been laid on in
creasing the number of cross
border pilgrims from 3,000 tc
5,000 every year. Proposals
have also been made to start is
suing group tourist visas.

“The discussions were he-
1d in a very cordial and cons
uctive atmosphere,” f;?)g:
ministry spokesperson Navtej
Sarna said. The two sides will
try and come to an agreement
on how the proposals can be
implemented.

But the bonhomie will be
tested when the defence secre-
taries begin talks on the Sia-
chen Glacier.

Meetings in Delhi this we-
ek and in Islamabad next week
are part of the composite dia-
logue. The progress made will
play an important role in im-
proving relations and indicate
how long the peace process
will stay on track.

Though the dispute is over
the glacier, the armed engage-
ment has been limited to the
Soltoro range. Pakistan is at a
disadvantage as its army posts
are much lower than the Indi-
an ones. Twice in the past, in
1989 and 1992, an agreement
on Siachen appeared close but
fizzled out at the last minute.
India refused to agree to a
troop pullout without demar-
cating the AGPL.

“~ At 0ng
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Pak refusal to exchange maps marking present ground positions

or a land named

after the mountain

rose, Siachen is

something of a mis-

nomer. For life is

anything but rosy
in the world’s highest battle-
field -—— where gunfire is ex-
changed at upto 20,000 feet
above sea level. But the dispute
has been described as one of the
most futile and wasteful con-
flicts in the world, for nine out
of 10 deaths here are due to cli-
mate.

Now, for the first time in six
years, the Siachen dispute will
figure in talks between the de-
fence secretaries of India and
Pakistan in New Delhi this
week. This will be the eighth
round of discussions, the last
being in 1998.

Twice, the two sides came
close to settling the dispute. But
as a former commanding gener-
al of the Siachen and Kargil sec-
tors, Lt General (Retd) VR.
Raghavan writes in Siachen —
Conflict Without End, the two
sides have “found the political
cost of ending the conflict more
daunting than the prospect of
living with it”.

The solutions proposed in-
clude demilitarisation of the
glacier and of creating a “Zone
of Disengagement”. However,
mutual lack of trust has pre-

vented a resolution. It is doubt-
ful whether the talks would
break new ground.

Brand Siachen

Siachen evokes strong passions
in both India and Pakistan. It
was for the brand rub-off of
Siachen that former defence
minister George Fernandes vis-
ited the Glacier so often.

Pakistan’s President Gener-
al Pervez Musharraf’s
“Siachen consciousness” is also
very high. In September 1987, as
brigade commander of the Spe-
cial Services Group, he was re-
sponsible for leading an attack
on an Indian position at Bila-
fond La, one of the two main
passes on the Saltoro ridge, to
the Siachen Glacier from Pak
occupied Kashmir (PoK). His
forces had to retreat. Having
also served as Pakistan’s Force
Commander, Northern Areas,
he knows the Siachen dispute
intimately.

Although the boundary dis-
pute between India and Pak-
istan in this region is referred
to as the Siachen dispute, the
Siachen Glacier is in fact in
India’s control. There is no bat-
tle raging on the Glacier itself.
Indian soldiers sit on the
Saltoro ridge to the west of
Siachen. Between the Pakistani
forces and the Glacier, there are
high mountain peaks con-
trolled by India. The Siachen
Glacier flows in the valley
formed by the Saltoro ridge to
its west and the Eastern
Karakorams. It is about 72 km
long from its highest point at In-
dira Col to its snout.

The Iceland

Militarily, the Siachen Glacier
can be divided into three parts.
The Northern Glacier is the
most formidable, containing
the highest peaks. The Central
part is where the Glacier is
broadest — up to 20 km wide
and this is where India has its
Kumar Post from where expedi-
tiens are launched to the vari-
ous Saltoro peaks. The South-
ern Glacier is just four to five
km wide. Helicopters maintain
the Northern and Central Glac-
ier while ponies and porters
supply the Southern Glacier.

Arms and the Men

The Indian Army has taken 105
mm field guns to the Glacier to
support the peaks. They are de-
ployed at the lower end of the
Northern Glacier and in the
Southern Glacier. The Base
Camp has 130 mm and the Bo-
fors 155 mm guns. -

The difficulty in using field
guns on the Glacier arises from
the shifting ice — moving by
about two inches a day in win-
ters and 10 to 20 feet a day in
summer. Registering a target
and using the calculations to
shoot after even a couple of
days will not guarantee a hit be-
cause of shifting gun positions.

At any point of time three
battalions are deployed, three
are in training and three await-
ing orders. The soldiers man-
ning the observation posts on
the Saltoro and the camps have
to be relieved every 30 days to
three months.

The Costs of War

The estimates of the costs of
hostilities on Siachen vary. “No

cause of two reasons. Pakistan
wants India to withdraw to pre-
Shimla positions by vacating
the Saltoro ridge but wants o
retain its own military posi-
tions claiming that they are pre-
1971 ones. Second, to keep up
the myth of engaging India on
the Siachen Glacier, it refusesto
exchange maps markir}g' the
present ground positions.
These would show that Pak-
istan is nowhere near the
Siachen Glacier and that 1ts
posts on the Saltoro are at much
lower heights (9,000 to 15,000
feet) than Indian ones.

Was there really a settle-
ment in the offing in 1989?
American scholar Robeyt
Wirsig has claimed that ﬁndla
made six proposals to Pakistan
in 1989: cessation of (:farto—
graphic aggression by Pakistan
(extending the LoC from NJ
9842 north-east to the Karako-

BREAKING

mutuaily agreed positions.

Pakistan Deposes

ram pass); establishing a demil-
itarised zone at Siachen; ex-
change of mapsto shqw present
positions; delimitation of the
border beyond NJ9842 towards
the China border b\fls%d ort{

ities; formulation o eral
gﬁgl&ggiﬁlsnfg?ggture military  mechanisms for the cease-fire;
stand-off — a measure of last
resort; and redeployment of In-
dian and Pakistani forces to

Pakistan apparently cm_mtered
this with two alternative pro-

was an understanding on the re-
deployment of Indian and _Pak-
istani troops and on creating a
“7one of Disengagement” onei-
ther side of the Saltorc ridge-
line. But Pakistan was again
unwilling to mark its curpent
deployment on a map, indicat-
ing the ground reality before
disengagement. The hopes of
Indian officials for a settlement
were dashed when they ap-
proached the political leader-
ship. The Zone of Disengage-
ment Plan did not find pol;tlcal
acceptance with Narasimha
Rao’s minority government.

Changes in the Offing

In the round of talks in Novem-
ber 1998, India referred only to
the Saltoro range with no men-
tion of the Siachen Glacier._ The
proposal for a Zone of Disen-
gagement was also dropped.
The 1998 proposals mstqad
suggested a comprehensive
ceasefire along the Saltoro re-
gion basedona freeze on pres-
ent ground positions; discus-
sions of the modalities of cease-
fire in a time-frame; bilateral

and authenticating the existing
position on the Sal_toro range
beyond NJ9842. Pakistan .reject-
ed the proposals. The Indian po-
sition had hardened in the face
of Pakistani obduracy.

The army has the dominant
say in the Siachen dispute. Its
position is that there should be

posals: deployment of indian 1o asymmetx:li‘cal i;e&egﬂzygnﬁgé
: i o C
and Pak forces to agreed posi- of troops. T it
tions held at the time of 1971 Saltoro peaks
i i i- : does not have to traversea
cease-fire (pre-Shimla posi- army ‘

i im- . If there is a pullback by
tions); and only then, the delim- glacier. ] apulibacky
itati n extension of the the Indian Army to say, L
Ezgggy%;(? NJ9842. There were Turtuké)ut ;lhe Paklstaxxsvstgs‘;

i i in Skardu; they can occupy
differences over which should inS u;
imitati -k tions on the Saltoro
' come first — delimitation orre kgy post n o
| | = u : 10 days’ time. It wou
' ‘ : | | ” ' ‘ : deployment.  Redeployment ridge in1

s L .v % [ wa?s sZen as entirely an Indian ialée Itrﬁg:a nearly four months
s n N ithdrawal with Pakistan stay- 1000 _— o
5 ‘i)zllgﬂ;)ut. India was unwilling to There is little to indicate

i . there is a light at the end of the
accept only 1 tndian pullot tunnel. Many believe that the

olitical leaderships both in
Mome“tary “°pe IE)’akistanand in India are tfar
i i k today to sell a Siachen
the sixth round of taiks in too weal /
I1392 India claimed that there solution to their peonie

HIGH AND DRY: Jawans
undergo pre-induction
training at the base camp
in the Siachen sector (top).
Map marking the disputed
area around the glacier.
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India and Pakistan have had seven futile rounds of
talks on the Siachen dispute. Will the eighth, later this

week, fare any better? BHARAT BHUSHAN reports

one has an accurate assess-
ment, but everyone has a figure
to quote and a point to make,”
says General Raghavan. With-
out endorsing any estimate, he
quotes cost figures ranging
from US $ 1.2 million per day for
both India and Pakistan; $1.94
million a day for India alone;
and Rs 2.5 crore to Rs 6.5 crore
for India alone to $18.5 million a
day for Pakistan and 30 times
that for India. Pakistan's for-
mer foreign secretary Shahar-
yar Khan once said that the cost
of a‘rote’ for a Pakistani soldier
posted in that region is more
than Rs 450, Fernandes told Par-
liament that Siachen costs the
exchequer Rs 3 crore per day.

The Starting Point

The Siachen dispute originated
because the boundary in
Jammu and Kashmir after the
Karachi Agreement of 1949 was
not fully demarcated. A cease-
fire line (CFL) on the map ended
at a grid point with co-ordinates
NJ9842 on the Saltoro ridge.

This was near the northern-
most point where troops were
deployed when the fighting
ended in 1948. Although the
CFL subsequently changed into
the Line of Control (LoC) after
the Shimla Agreement of 1972,
its end points remained the
same,

The descriptive explanation
of the boundary beyond N.J9842
— “thence North to the Glaci-
ers” — has created some confu-
sion. India believes that this
means that the boundary would
go north through the nearest
watershed, the Saltoro ridge.
Pakistan draws a straight line
from NJ9842 going north-east to
the Karakoram pass. The for-

mer interpretation gives the
control of the Glacier to India,
the latter, to Pakistan.

The Conflict

In 1978, the Indian army be-
came aware of maps showing
the LoC as a straight line ex-
tended from NJ9842 to the
Karakoram pass appearing in
publications abroad. The same
year an Indian Army moun-
taineering expedition led by
Colonel N. Kumar brought back
evidence of foreign moun-
taineering expeditions being
launched into the Siachen area
from PoK. Both sides were con-
vinced that the other wastrying
to establish a military presence
in the area. It was then that
India realised that Pakistan
was behind the extension of
NJ9842 to the Karakoram pass,
claiming the Siachen glacier.

India Steps In

India objected to this “carto-
graphic aggression”. The
choice before the Indian Army
was to either turn a blind eye or
or pre-empt Pakistan. In late
1983, India learnt that Pakistan
was purchasing high altitude
gear and its troops were plan-
ning to occupy the passes lead-
ing to the Siachen Glacier.

Two months before the
mountaineering season was to
begin in April 1984, India airlift-
ed two platoons of Kumaon Reg-
iment and placed them on the
two key passes of Bilafond La
and Sia La on the Saltoro ridge.

Enter the Dragon

Both India and Pakistan see
geo-political compulsions in

fighting for Siachen. In 1963,
Pakistan ceded 4,500 sq km of
Kashmir, the Shaksgam Valley
to the west of the Karakorams,
to China because it wanted a
border with China.

India did not recognise this
settlement. However, New Delhi
came to know of the Chinese ac-
tivities in the area only a decade
after China had built the Aksai
Chin highway passing through
it. The belated Indian presence
on the Saltoro ridge abutting
the Shaksgam Valley seeks to
question the Sino-Pakistan
‘border settlement’.

Nothing to Fight For

Initially the Siachen conflict
was also justified in terms of
countering a threat to Ladakh
from Pakistani forces coming
down the Nubra Valley via
Siachen. This is now consid-
ered logistically unviable.
There are many, however, who
argue that the Glacier has no
strategic significance and its
militarisation is the result of
competing and irrational na-
tionalism. That Siachen ran-
kles in the Pakistani mind is ev-
ident from the fact that the
Kargil misadventure, some in
Pakistan claim, was aimed at
undoing the Indian takeover of
Siachen. One of its objectives
was to snatch Siachen from
India by cutting off the Srina-
gar-Leh route.

India Proposes

India and Pakistan have held
seven rounds of talks on
Siachen. They apparently came
close to resolving the dispute in
1989 and again in 1992. These at-
tempts were unsuccessful be-




