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PRANAY SHARMA f\
New Delhi, July 26: A series of
meetings between Awami Leag-
ue chief Sheikh Hasina and the
Indian leadership barely five da-
ys before Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh is slated to meet
his Bangladeshi counterpart Kh-
aleda Zia has raised a few eye-
brows in both countries.

The question doing the rou-
nds is whether the United Pro-
gressive Alliance government is
trying to revive its old links with
the Awami League and keep its
options open while dealing with
its neighbour.

Hasina, who arrived today,
met the Prime Minister and de-
fence minister Pranab Mukher-
jee. She also attended a dinner
hosted by foreign minister Nat-
war Singh at the Maurya Shera-
ton Hotel. Former Prime Minis-
ter Inder Kumar Gujral will host
a lunch for her tomorrow.

The former Bangladesh Pri-
me Minister is here on a private
visit and apart from meeting lea-
ders in Delhi, she is scheduled to
visit Ajmer Sharif before retu-
rning to Dhaka on Thursday.

“She is leader of the Opposi-

tion in Banglad;gh e courte-
sy being shown to her is nothing
unusual but something which
we do with other leaders of her
rank and stature,” a senior So-
uth Block official said. “We don’t
have any favourites in Dhaka.
We want good relations with Ba-
ngladesh and whichever party
comes to power there, we are
willing to deal with it.”

The Prime Minister is sched-
uled to hold a meeting with Kh-
aleda on the sidelines of the
Bimstec meet in Thailand on

ed over

July 31. The meeting — the first
since the Congress-led coalition
came to power in Delhi — gath-
ers significance as it gives both
sides the opportunity to reas-
sure each other about their int-
entions of strengthening ties.

Keen to build its relations wi-
th Delhi, the Bangladesh Nation-
al Party government had sent
foreign minister Morshed Khan
as the Prime Minister’s “special
envoy” to convey Khaleda’s in-
tentions to the UPA when it came
to power in May.

Hasina and Singh in Delhi on Monday. (PTI)

I;; sina visit

However, Hasina’s interacti-
on with the Indian leadership is
likely to make the BNP jittery.

India, careful not to ruffle fe-
athers, is trying not to hype Hasi-
na’s visit. The foreign minister,
and not the Prime Minister,
hosted today’s dinner.

Moreover, to make it clear
that it was not official-level talks
that India was interested in, but
an informal interaction, the din-
ner was held at a five-star hotel
and not Hyderabad House — the
venue for most officials ban-
quets.

The Awami League has failed
to pose itself as an effective oppo-
sition in Bangladesh. After thr-
eatening to bring down the BNP
government by April 30, Hasina
and her supporters lost steam.
At the moment, her party seems
directionless and bereft of an ef-
fective agenda.

But Awami League workers
are spread all over Bangladesh
and they can be mobilised with a
proper and attractive political
programme.

Hasina may take the opportu-
nity to highlight the lac
and order and sec
country.
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faslimir al
to CBMs; says "
MIISIl(II'I‘(Ing’“ {c

ISLAMABAD/NEW DE-
LHI, July 23. — Ahead of
his meeting with Mr Nat-
war Singh, President Mu-
sharraf said there can be
no headway in the CBMs
without resolution of the
Kashmir issue. .He was
addressing army officers at
the concluding ceremony
of the wargames Sabit
Qadam-III here last night.

The statement coincided
with the conclusion of the
Saarc ministerial meeting
in which the ‘thaw’ in India-
Pakistan relations held cen-
trestage. “Warm, frank and
realistic,” was Mr Singh’s
description of his 90-
minute meeting with Gen.
Musharraf. And, while all
outstanding issues between
India and Pakistan, inc-
luding Kashmir, would be
resolved through dialogue,
this is “not a hundred
metre race”, and cannot be
artificially rushed into, Mr
Singh said. “India and
Pakistan are committed to
discussing and settling ail
bilateral issues, including
Kashmir, to the satisfac-
tion of both sides.”
—SNS & PT1

Mehmood dead
MUMBAL, July 23. — The
u{mrowned monarch of
slapstick comedy;
M:%smood Al, died in his
sleep at Pennsylvama in the
USA foday, family sources
said. He was 72 and Is
survived by his wife, two.
daugliters and six sons. His
body will be brought fo
india. < PTI :
Obltuary on page 4
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~SETTLEMENT OF KASHMIR ISSUE

Musharraf for
freasonable’

gﬁé‘ﬁime--{fzrﬁajme

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

{SLAMABAD, JULY 23. Striking a
tough posture, the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf, to-
day told the External Affairs
Minister, K. Natwar Singh,
about the need for a final settle-
ment of the Kashmir issue with-
in a “reasonable” time-frame
and “simultaneous” progress on
all subjects, including the “cen-
tral issue” of Kashmir.
According to a press state-
ment by the Pakistan Foreign
Office, Gen. Musharraf con-
veyed to Mr. Singh during his
90-minute interaction at the Ar-
my House in Rawalpindi that it
was important to provide “com-
fort” to the Kashmiris as they
had the highest stake in the suc-
cess of the process.
Surprisingly, none of these
elements was reflected in the
three-and-a-half page “depar-
ture statement” Mr. Singh read
out at the end of his five-day vis-

it to Pakistan essentially in con- -

nection with the SAARC Council
of Ministers conference.

Only common point

The only common point in
the statements of Mr. Singh and
the Pakistan Foreign Office is
the commitment made during
the interaction on making the
composite dialogue process a
success.

Since the peace process
gained momentum in January,
after the meeting between Gen.
Musharraf and the then Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
on the sidelines of the SAARC
summit, the Pakistan President
has repeatedly emphasised the
need for simultaneous progress
on Kashmir and other issues.
However, it is for the first time

HHNOU

’(\9')
he \has talked about a “reason-
able” time-frame for a resolu-
tion of the Kashmir issue.

‘Not a 100-metre race’

Mr. Singh indirectly respon-
ded to Gen. Musharraf’'s com-
ments when he told reporters in
New Delhi that India and Pakis-
tan were not engaged in a 100-
metre race to set deadlines for a
resolution of the Kashmir issue.

According to the Pakistan
Foreign Office, Gen. Mushar-
raf's comments were in the con-
text of the commitment to
making the composite dialogue
process a success. “In this con-
text, the President emphasised
the need for ‘simultaneous’ pro-
gress on all issues and most no-
tably on the central issue of
Jammu and Kashmir. [t was im-
portant to address this issue
with sincerity with a view to re-
aching a final settlement that
accorded fully with the legiti-
mate aspirations of the Kashmi-
ris within a ‘reasonable’
timeframe,” it said.

‘Steady dialogue needed’

Mr. ‘Singh said he spoke to
Gen. Musharraf about India’s
intention to carry on a “sus-
tained and steady dialogue”
with Pakistan and reviewed sev-
eral significant aspects of our
relations.

“Both sides reiterated the im-
portance of continuing the dia-
logue process in an atmosphere
free of violence, and of tackling
the scourge of terrorism with re-
newed vigour,” he said.

Mr. Singh said no aspect of
bilateral relationship, including
Jammu and Kashmir, was left
out.of the “warm, frank and re-
alisgic discussions.”

Photo on Page 14




Natwar oft Simla\f)eak

PRANAY SHARMA

Islamabad, July 21: Taking
care not to rake up the Simla
agreement again or place any
roadblock, foreign minister Nat-
war Singh today assured Pak-
istan he was committed to
“carry forward” the peace
process started by Atal Bihari
Vajpayee in January this year.

“I can assure you that the pro-
cess started in January will be
carried forward by us,” he said

after a breakfast meeting with .

Pakistan counterpart Khursh-
eed Mehmood Kasuri.

Singh had ruffled diplomatic

feathers on both sides of the bor-
" der shortly after taking charge
by referring to the Simla Agree-
ment as the “bedrock” of bilater-
al relations. Pervez Musharraf
had then dialled former Prime
Minister Vajpayee to seek clarifi-
. cation.
) On January 6 this year, Vaj-
payee and Musharraf had agr-
- eed that progress on bilateral is-
sues would not be possible un-
less there was forward move-
ment on Kashmir, which in turn
was not possible until Pakistan
stopped exporting terror from
its soil. But Singh had given the
impression that the Congress-
led government would bypass
the statement.

Singh clarified his position
again in the evening at a recep-
tion in Indian high commission-
er Shiv Shankar Menon’s resi-
dence. Meeting with Pakistani
leaders from across the political
spectrum, he iterated the Manm-
ohan Singh government was as
committed to peace with Pakist-
an as the earlier BJP-led regime.

“We are a coalition governm-
ent, but there is unity across the
board to take the process forwa-

-rd,” Singh said. He also called on

interim Pakistani Prime Minis-
ter Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain.
Singh and Kasuri will meet
again in Delhi on September 5-6.
Before-that, the foreign secretar-
ies will review the dialogue proc-
ess and submit their recommen-
dations to the foreign ministers.
Pakistan, too, assured that it
was committed to the peace
process and was willing to nego-
tiate with Delhi beyond Septem-
ber. “We have mutually agreed
that we will speak more after our
meeting in Delhi. We hope there

Natwar Singh with Khursheed Mehmood Kasuri at a hotel in Islamabad on Wédnesday. (AP)

will be continuity and greater
progress after that,” Kasuri said.

Kasuri’s statement is being
seen as significant in the light of
of Musharraf’s a few days ago
that he would be forced to pull
out of talks if there was no me-
aningful progress in bilateral re-
lations, particularly Kashmir.
Musharraf had set off specula-
tion that the peace process could
end soon.

The mood in both camps, ho-
wever, seems to have lifted after
the breakfast meeting where “all

issues of concern” were discuss-
ed in a free and frank atmosph-
ere. “The meeting went on for ne-
arly two hours and we could not
have discussed only the weather.

“In diplomatic jargon, free
and frank often means unfriend-
ly. But we discussed all issues in
a friendly atmosphere that were
of concern to us,” Kasuri said.

Singh was unwilling to give
out further details. “With great
respect, I understand that you
are looking for a story, but we are
looking for a solution.”
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Nj}«" Singh and Kasuri

" Peace in

«* pipeline,
not bus link

%\7
PRANAY SHARMA

Islamabad, July 20: The pro-
posed Srinagar-Muzaffarabad
bus might hot bridge the gulf be-
tween the two Kashmirs, at least
not in a hurry. But it looks as if
the “peace pipeline” — the over-
land route through Pakistan to
ferry Iranian gas to India —
might see the light of day sooner.

The South Asian neighbours
have clarified their positions
ahead of the meeting between K.
Natwar Singh and Khursheed
Mehmood Kasuri tomorrow. The
Pakistan foreign minister is slat-
ed to host a breakfast meeting for
his Indian counterpart.

No specific proposal has yet
been made on the gas pipeline,
but of late Pakistan has been str-
essing on energy as the key area
of cooperation. !

“We welcome the emphasis :
being given to develop closer col-
laboration among Saarc states in
the field of energy,” Kasuri said.
“Pakistan has proposed the cre-
ation of a South Asia energy
forum and the setting up of a
Saarc energy centre.”

Singh is scheduled to meet
Pervez Musharraf on Friday, He
called on the Pakistan President
today along with Saarc foreign
ministers, but Friday’s meeting
will be an exclusive session.

M See Page 5
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‘Natwar, Kasuri to push

Agencies ~
Jakarta, July 2 Qf
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS Min-
ister K. Natwar Singh today
met his counterparts from
several countries, including
Pakistani Foreign Minister
Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri
and US Secretary of State
Colin Powell, on the sidelines
of the Asean Regional Fo-
rum summit here.

Powell and Natwar had
wide-ranging discussions on
various issues, including the
recent Nato meeting in Istan-
bul, the UPA government’s
foreign policy and stand on
Iraq, and the recent develop-
ments in the South Asian re-
gion and Afghanistan. This
was their second meeting
within a month.

During his meeting with
Kasuri, the second in less
than a fortnight, the two lea-
ders reviewed the peace pro-
cess between their countries.
As Pakistan today became
the 24th member of ARF, In-

for normali

dia hoped that \Islamabad
would adhere to its commit-
ment of not raising Kashmir
or any other Indo-Pak issues
at the Asia Pacific’s only se-
curity grouping.

Indonesia, the current
chairman of Asean had sou-
ght and obtained an explicit
assurance from Pakistan
that it would not raise bilat-
eral issues at the forum. This
assurance paved the way for
a consensus on Pakistan’s
admission to the ARF.

Speaking to reporters af-
ter the meeting, Natwar said
India would continue to push
ahead with steps to nor-
malise its relations with Pak-
istan. “We continued the dis-
cussions we had in China on
June 21. Kasuri and I will
meet again in two weeks. I
have also requested him to
come to Delhi in August. We
will carry the talks further.”

Asked if he was optimistic
about the peace process after
today’s talks, the External
Affairs Minister said: “I

al ‘sjpg ties

don’t term it as optimistic or
pessimistic. One has to be re-
alistic.” Natwar is scheduled
to visit Islamabad later this
month to attend the Saarc fo-
reign ministers’ conference.

Kasuri said Pakistan had
the political will to carry for-
ward the peace process. “I
feel that given the political
will even difficult issues can
be resolved.... For us to have
durable peace, we need to in-
volve the people of Kashmir
to resolve the issue.” He
termed his talks with Singh
as “good”. “Basically, you
can’t make a significant
progress on issues, which
have defied solutions for 57
years, in one single meeting,
but the fact that we did devel-
op a level of trust is helpful.”

Natwar also met Indone-
sia’s Foreign Minister Has-
san Wirajuda, Myanmar’s U.
Win Aung and Australia’s
Alexander Downer. Later in
the day, he is expected to
meet the foreign ministers of
China and Laos.
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«., India, Pakistan to sustain dialogue
9\ — —

By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, JULY 2. The External
Affairs Minister, K. Natwar
Singh, and the Pakistan Foreign
Minister, Khurshid Mahmud
Kasuri, today agreed to “contin-
ue’’ the latest bilateral-dialogue
process and even take it
“forward.”

This was indicated by top of-
ficials on both sides after the
two Ministers met, for the sec-
ond time in less than two weeks,
on the sidelines of the 11th an-
nual meeting of the Association
of South East Asian Nations’ Re-
gional Forum (ARF) in Jakarta.
Their first meeting, after the for-
mation of the new Government
in New Delhi, took place at
Qingdao in China on June 21,
on the margins of the Asia

Cooperation Dialogue.

Today’s meeting followed Pa-
kistan’s admission to the ARF as
its 24th participant-country. In-
dia welcomed Islamabad’s
entry.

The Pakistan Foreign Minis-
try spokesman, Masood Khan,
later told The Hindu here over
telephone from Jakarta that the
two Ministers had indicated to
each other that the current
“momentum of dialogue proc-
ess will be kept up.” Taking
note of the “successful”’ meet-
ing that the Foreign Secretaries
of the two countries had recent-
ly held, Mr. Kasuri and Mr.
Singh looked forward to the
possibility of a further diplo-
matic engagement at their own
level ahead of a formal meeting
between them in August, Mr.

Khan said. When -contacted
from here, a top Indian official
summed up the mood of the ex-
clusive meeting between Mr.
Singh and Mr. Kasuri in similar
terms.

In brief remarks to journalists
in Jakarta, Mr. Singh reportedly
said that “one has to be real-
istic” about the India-Pakistan
dialogue process and that he
would not look at it from the
perspective of being “optimistic
or pessimistic.” At the same
media stakeout, Mr. Kasuri un-
derlined that Pakistan pos-
sessed the necessary ‘‘political
will” to engage India in this dip-
lomatic endeavour.

The Indonesian Edreign Min-
ister, Hassan Wifajuda, later
said, in his capatity as the cur-
rent ARF (ih ifman, that the fo-

rum, while welcoming Pakistan
as a new “participant,” took
note of Islamabad’s “‘commit-
ment to help achieve the ARF's
key goals and to abide by and
respect fully the decisions and
statements already made by the
ARE.”

Pakistan’s entry was facilitat-
ed by its undertaking not to
raise purely bilateral issues as
part of the ARF agenda, the
ASEAN Secretary-General, Ong
Keng Yong, told this corre-
spondent prior to the latest
development.

The Pakistani spokesman, in
his comments over phone from
Jakarta today, said Mr. Singh
was the first leader to welcome
Mr. Kasuri after the ARF Chair-
man formally invited Islamabad
to join the forum.

THE HINDU

F8 Jur o



ﬂé‘iﬁﬂﬁlﬁﬁ? e

feeti wmmle )
S ST
gibS R IERE|

OF8 A ABITOE TIFS-
TS e wiE W@
9Fh BETEE YN S
wiare eRve el 99
Seta SffFeE Tty ¥
Ffam w fefee s
IR 3o FaEe W@ ow
S{g TP Al W, @ReftE
AR TrEiEe =g A1) Rom
A3 R 42 oo @S
sfaie o= FRwcs B
e e wsm-afEs
QIBT FAR (53 I T AR TR
TR g PR (@Y
THBIE (@ R AT TZTS f2d,
SR SIS 23R AFEH
sizm Wt eme-fag
TERTTE Ao 22re uea
1 3ferm @ %7l FwEfRE, ol
e dfece) oee wY-
Frfln RweE [Nons
oo Tfs frmicel 22@ s
S AT | SR SR WA
FERE ISR GRS
ifFre W Hifera Fria TS
i AEce wpjfadl 2eTE F
T OFZ AH AR WrE
TETR T FGF, (@, T 8
i #0R FE e 2wl
agA ~+2 Praiven wfeqrae 12
T3 FOTH YT ZIINE
=41l @ a3+ «ifew aifien
ToRM 5l A aafoe o3
oFR S| TAANEME -
G4RE TS |

fead 7o facsht #Afs
sftan 9% ot Praresfha
TPReE  afewem e
Azl [orwe eI
SN e wma S
wiwe @i ot sy
uffe 23— R 93
e Rt Fogw Fofrs
»faRice! 33w W AFEEE
*e > Fikre B ¢ Teg
ittt gfim wzae weso
wire Afeamsda 220e NEE
N @ w2 o Aferc, ee
sz cof e e
TIPS e G gaafes
I SRAIGNA SRFA 9ol

ANADABAZAR PATRIKA

WA T A 1103 |
frm pfew Suade | e
@R Ir Ssiferal fae
facet @t woafdt aeced
FUSITN 2R AN TS-
AT FE AeH wiverel fee,
oz T [Rfew pfe @
@RNAete e eed
TR -GS (e
g Somel W, EES!
Trsiefm graifzee S
@32 AT AIFICAI SAACEE
R4 s «fw 43 o G
o S R e
TSR 3ot o w| e o=
f&oica = (ottdia afsf irer
4 qa1 TSIl A1z o
o Ihce R e
Rt Ba Trojfenn FEAk
o8 st Rger siRmn Twie
ATFEAFE IS T )

oA (PIe o R 1)
O ST I W1 S B A
@ TR (0 e Rom T8
Aoam ieg faenifes siF @iga
T4 4fficeiz Sigw asreee 72
(FTeR O eaw sifres |
SR 4oy LIS D! W
wifrael  efite  oifwE
(AACTT &bs BITsIa 0| S
a2 fraires, (ETeE
ORI T@ HIRTSIR @R (erRifi
% Aeaie saffem s
wpEAd T TR @H B
fTeT=| Y% TR SRTST 47
g 7= 1 T Tivw T3 WRCe
AR 0% TR 8T Fiow
Req eyl PR I (ol
g 9% FECS WMEHT Wad) =
(MfEF FaRiTE wevix f2oea =
2201 $TR BoIs A1R), ST O
T ST TS M A (F
AR F6G w7, SRl T
FAfeTe THTeRe )| BT AT
AOTAFE (TR e #{ifFam
e A B A SR
aw fr wpfte SR T
T(A oYl #R SlATS ol F
sEfow| e st T
sriifare wome At wfear
e e G3R wwwe
(Sl 9F 49019 TRFO] wiLr)
TS THR LIS SIS A S
i FHifve Tmefeffamae
2 fasiifars onem-afea i
T Wi TAEce [ o %
T ATSTER A TAAS, =)

WWWI Vs

w

N AR AN



"~ INDIA-PAKISTAN TALKS/ ‘PETTY POLITICAL MINDSET’

Lahore Declaration lgnored
says Yashwant Sinha «

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, JUNE 29. The former
External Affairs Minister,
Yashwant Sinha, today
charged the new Government
with displaying a “petty politi-
cal mindset” by ignoring the
significant Lahore Declaration
in the India-Pakistan joint
statement issued yesterday at
the end of the Secretary-level
talks between the two
countries.

The matter was one of the
issues discussed today at a
meeting called at his residence
by the Bharatiya Janata Party
president, Venkaiah Naidu,
which was attended, among
others, by the former Prime
Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
the Leader of Opposition, L.K.
Advani, the former Finance
Minister, Jaswant Singh, and
Mr. Sinha.

Briefing reporters later, Mr.
Sinha said the BJP had noted
with satisfaction that the Sec-
retary-level talks had taken
place in accordance with the
decision taken by the Vajpayee
Government in February. The
party was “happy” that there
was an agreement on a time-
frame for discussing other is-
sues and taking the dialogue
forward.

However, he expressed the

party’s concern that the La-
hore Declaration had been
completely ignored; the Janu-
ary 6, 2004, Islamabad joint
statement was mentioned only
in passing although there, for
the first time, the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf,
had explicitly undertaken not
to allow the Pakistani soil to be
used for terrorist activity
against India; the new state-
ment had “diluted the stand on
terrorism”; and finally, the
Charter of the United Nations
and the Shimla Agreement
were mentioned in one breath
in one sentence.

The party’s view was that the
Government should not ignore
what had happened since the
Shimla Agreement. The Lahore
document and then the Janu-
ary 6 document were impor-
tant as they set the parameters
for the composite dialogue
taking place now.

Mr. Sinha said that the Gov-
ernment had “encouraged” the
Hurriyat leaders to meet the
Pakistani delegates. “Later, the
Pakistan Foreign Secretary
spoke as if his country was rep-
resenting Jammu and Kash-
mir, saying that what will
satisfy Pakistan will satisfy the
Kashmiris.”

His charge was that the
mention of the United Nations

Charter could open a door for
Pakistan to bring in the old
U.N. resolutions on Kashmir
into the bilateral dialogue.
While Mr. Sinha admitted that
the Vajpayee Government was
also unable to prevent the
Hurriyat leaders meeting Gen.
Musharraf when he was here ;
for the Agra Summit, he added:
“If we made some mistakes
when in office, it need not hap-
pen again.”

To a question, Mr. Sinha said
the BJP was “not making a
mountain of a molehill,” and
that it had not decided to play
a negative role on the issue of
India-Pakistan relations, “We
started the process; we would
like to see it move forward in a
positive manner,” he said and
denied that the Vajpayee Gov-
ernment had made a flip-flop
on the India-Pakistan dialogue
issue. “There were certain
events to which we respon-
ded,” he said, when asked of
Mr. Vajpayee’s call for a fight to
the finish (aar paar ki ladayi)
and then his offer of a “hand of
friendship”  without any
change in the situation on the
ground. “The general direction
of the Vajpayee Government’s
policy towards Pakistan was
that we wanted friendship be-
tween the two neighbours,”
Mr. Sinha said.




US ACTION COMES TWO DAYS BEFORE SCHEDULE

lraq

BAGHDAD, June 28. — The US-led co-
alition transferred sovereignty to an in-
terim Iraqi government two days earlier
today in a surprise move that apparently
caught- insurgents off guard, averting a
feared campaign of attacks to sabotage
the highly symbolic step toward self-rule.

Legal documents transferrmg sover-
eignty were handed o
over by US Gover-
nor Mr L Paul Brem- |
er to Chief Justice §
Mr Midhat al-Mah- |
mood in a small cer-
emony attended by
about a dozen Iraqi
and coalition offi-
cials in the heavily
guarded Green
Zone. Mr Bremer
took charge in Iraq
about a year ago. ‘

“This is a histori-
cal day ... a day that
all Iraqis have been
looking forward to,”
Iragi President Mr
Ghazi Al-Yawer said. “This is a day we
are going to take our country back into
the international forum.”Two hours after
the ceremony, Mr Bremer left Iraq on a
US Air Force C-130 plane, said Mr Rob-

- ert Tappan, an official of the former coa-
™ “lition occupation authority. Mr Bremer

was accompanied by coalition spokesman

Mr Dan Senor and close members of his

staff, Mr Bremer's destination was not

given but an aide said he was “going

home.”

The interim government was sworn in
six hours after the handover ceremony,
which Western governments largely
hailed as a necessary next step. The Arab
world voiced cautious optimism and
asked the US military to leave quickly.

Interim Prime Minister Mr Iyad Allawi
delivered a sweeping speech sketching out
some of his goals for the country, urging

[

US administrator in Irag Mr Paul Bremer signs

the document on transfer of power, —

pe ple not to be afraid of the “outlaws”
fighting against “Islam and Muslims,” and
assuring them that “God is with us.”

“I warn the forces of terror once
again,” he said “We will not forget who
stood with us and against us in this crisis.”

Members of Mr Allawi’s Cabinet each
stepped forward to place their right hand
on the Quran and pledged to accept their

new duties with sincerity and impartiality.

Behind them, a bank of Iraqi flags lined
the podium.

“Before us is a
challenge and a bur-
den, and we ask God
t almighty to give us
the patience and
guide us to take this
country whose peo-
ple deserve all good-
| ness,” Mr al-Yawer
said after taking his
oath.

The Nato alliance
[ quickly said it would
begin training the
Iraqi military, which
faces a daunting task
in putting down the
AFP  growing insurgency
threatening the country. Mr Bush was
briefed yesterday that the Allawi govern-
ment was ready to take power early.

The transfer took place as Mr Bush
met Mr Blair, French President Mr Jac-
ques Chirac, German Chancellor Mr
Gerhard Schroeder and other world lead-
ers. The eatly transfer had beén under
discussion between Mr Allawi and US of-
ficials for at least a week, a senior admin-
istration official said.

Mr Bremer’s last moments in Iraq were
spent in a meeting with Lt.-Gen. Ricardo
Sanchez, the top American commander
in the country. Although the interim gov-
ernment will have full sovereignty, it will
operate under major restrictions, some of
them imposed at the urging of the influ-
ential Shi’ite clergy.

More reports, photographs on page 2

regalns soverelgnty

MILESTONE ON A BLOODY ROAD: Iraq’s Interim Prime Minister Mr lyad Allawi delivers
a speech during the swearing-in of the sovereign government in Baghdad on Monday. — AFP

. J&K, to the satisfaction of both.sides.” The. state

Paklstan hlnts
“at inv volving
Kashmiris

PM writes to
Musharrof

NEW DELHI, June 28. -
The Prime Minister has
written to General Pervez
Musharraf, stating that India

NEW DELH]I, June 28. —
Despite both India and
Pakistan expressing “satis-
faction” with the foreign
secretary-level talks that

ended today, it is clear that wants to go ahead with the
the Kashmir issue is and peace process. The note
will be a stumbling block on  was handed over to Pakis-

. the road to durable peace,
with Islamabad clearly att-
empting to speak for the
people living in J&K.

Most Indians won’t acc-

tan's foreign secretary, Mr
Riaz Khokhar, when he paid
a courtesy call on Dr Man-
mohan Singh at his official
residence. “The meeting

ept two statements made by  with the PM was very good.
Pakistan’s foreign affairs He was very gracious,” said
spokesman Mr Masood Mr Khokhar. — SNS

Khan. “What will satisfy

Pakisgan will ultimately satisfy Kashmiris,” he said. He
wen? on to add that three people were out there —
‘ m;s, Pakistanis and Kashmiris. Since Kashrmr is the
ue it would be “advisable and sagacious” to consult
and mvolve Kashmiris in the peace process.

Mr Khan also said there were no terror camps in
Pakistan, a point India has been disputing for long. The
talk of camps in Pakistan and PoK, he said, was part of a
“disinformation” campaign. MEA spokesman Mr
Navtej Sarna said that during the meetings between Mr
Shashank and Mr Riaz Khokhar, India had “under-
scored that terrorism was not good for India and
Pakistan”, The joint statement said: “The foreign secre-
taries reiterated the hope that the dialogue will lead to
peaceful settlement of all bilateral issues, including
ment
* made an unexpected reference to the UN Charter: both

sides reiterated their commitment to its principles and

purposes. This was clubbed with an affirmation that
both sides would implement the Simla Agreement.

The foreign secretaries will meet in August to review
the progress achieved in the composite dialogue and
work for a meeting of the foreign ministers.

India will be allowed to have a consul-general in
Karachi and Pakistan in Mumbai. Indian fishermen held
by Pakistan will be released immediately and vice-versa.
Asked if troops would be reduced in PoK and J&K, Mr
Masood Khan said: “We haven’t gone that far.”

Photograph, another report on page 4

/ ’



" Walk the Talk

\ Indo-Pak dialogue ends on go
e a promising note 1))

In the recent years, the good old bus seems to \have
emerged as the metaphor for peace between India‘\and
Pakistan. In 1999, the then prime minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, rode a bus to Lahore to ink a historic agreement
with Pakistan premier Nawaz Sharif. The bus was shunt-
ed to the shed when war broke out on the Kargil heights.
With the thaw on the Indo-Pak front, the Delhi-Lahore bus
has returned. Will a bus service between Srinagar and
Muzaffarabad in PoK usher in peace in the Valley? The
talks between the two foreign secretaries in New Delhi
ended on Monday $ans any dramatic pronouncement. The
bus proposal did figure in the talks, but, it seems, broke
down over the issue of passengers’ passports. The positive
thing is Pakistan too, in principle, has agreed to the Kash-
mir-to-Kashmir bus. A Pakistan foreign office spokesper-
son has been quoted as saying a technical level group
would soon meet to work out the modalities of the bus
service. The just-concluded talks, held at this level after six
years, gave paramount importance to enhancing people-to-
people contact. Be it restoring staff strength at the high
commissions and reopening consulates in Karachi and
Mumbai or initiating steps for the early release of civilian
prisoners, such measures are always welcome.

New Delhi should now engage Kashmiri groups to walk
the talk of peace. The government has made it clear that
it is ready for a dialogue with anyone who is willing to
have one. It is time to transcend fixed gazes. Let the
numerous Kashmiri groups — including those in Pakistan
— talk among themselves to formulate their demands. The
Mirwaiz, when he visits Pakistan next week as part of a
‘fact-finding mission’ to probe his uncle’s killing, could
make a beginning. New Delhi should enable interested
parties to travel across the border. With an elected
government in place in Srinagar, the separatists should
realise that it is futile to argue that they alone represent
Kashmiri opinion. The future of Indo-Pak talks, as always,
will depend on the flow from the terror tap. Current
goodwill withstanding, New Delhi needs to insist that
Islamabad continues its crackdown on militants. Recent
weeks have witnessed an increase in violence in the
Valley. The killings in Surankote on the eve of Riaz
Khokhar’s arrival was a reminder that all is not well in the
border districts of J&K. The bonhomie seen in New Delhi
could disappear before the two foreign secretaries meet
next in August if more blood is shed in the Valley.

THE TIMES CF .7~ 28 o



“India,

:a kistan

,,

to find a “final’
solution to J&K

By Amit Baruah \((Q \

NEW DELHI, JUNE 28. India and Pa-
kistan said today that the For-
eign Secretaries, Shashank and
Riaz Khokhar, had held a “de-
tailed exchange” of views on
Jammu and Kashmir and
agreed to continue their “sus-
tained and serious” dialogue to
find a peaceful, negotiated and
“final” settlement of the issue.

In a departure from the past,
New Delhi submitted to Islama-
bad a set of Kashmir-specific
proposals on transport links,
trade, cultural cooperation, tou-
rism, environment and people-
to-people contacts.

! e India, Pakistan agree to|
| open consulates in Karachi,|
Mumbai. [
l o To restore with nnmediate‘
effect the strength of the High|
| Commissions to 110 each.
-# To pre-notify the ﬂlght-
 testing of missiles,
1 o All of each other’s ﬁsher-
| men to be released; early re-
i lease of all civilian prisoners[
! to 'be worked out. :

A joint statement 1ssued after
two days of talks said the
strength of the High Commis-
sions would be “immediately
restored” to 110 and that the
two sides had agreed, in princi-
ple, to re-establish the consul-
ates in Karachi and Mumbai,
the modalities for which would
be worked out by the two
Governments.

“All apprehended fishermen
in each other’s custody would
be immediately released and a
mechanism put in place for the
return of unintentionally trans-
gressing fishermen and their
boats from the high seas with-
out apprehending them. Steps
would be initiated for early re-
lease of civilian prisoners,” it
said.

“The two sides proposed a
comprehensive framework for
conventional CBMs [confi-
dence-building measures|
aimed at initiating and enhanc-
ing communication, coordina-
tion and interaction. These
would be discussed further.”
According to the statement, the
Foreign Secretaries reiterated
their commitment to the princi-
ples and purposes of the United
Nations Charter and their “de-
termination to implement” the

Shlmla(vg ment in letter and
in spirit — the language lifted
from the February 1999 Lahore
Declaration.

“Recalling the reassurance
contained in the joint press
statement of January 6, 2004,
they exchanged views on carry-
ing the process forward in an at-
mosphere free from terrorism
and violence,” the statement
noted. “The Foreign Secretaries
reiterated the hope that the dia-
logue will lead to peaceful set-
tlement of all bilateral issues,
including Jammu and Kashmir,
to the satisfaction of both
sides.”

The Foreign Secretaries ap-
proved the measures recom-
mended by the expert-level
meeting that took place on June
19-20 to discuss nuclear confi-
dence-building measures. They
agreed to conclude an agree-
ment on pre-notification of
flight-testing of missiles and
asked the experts to work to-
wards this goal.

The remaining six issues of
the composite dialogue on Sia-
chen, Waullar barrage/Tulbul
navigation project, Sir Creek,
terrorism and drug trafficking,
economic and commercial
cooperation as well as promo-
tion of friendly exchanges
would take place between the
third week of July and the firs
half of August.

Mr. Khokhar and select mem
bers of his delegation also callec
on the Prime Minister, Manmo
han Singh, the External Affair
Minister, Natwar Singh, and th
National Security Adviser, J.N
Dixit, before returning home .

Invitations were extended b
Mr. Khokhar to the President
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, the Prime
Minister, and the Congress
president, Sonia Gandhi, to visit
Pakistan, the statement added.

Officials said that while India
raised the issue of terrorism and
infiltration in Jammu and Kash-
mir, the Pakistani side called for
an end to “human rights viola-
tions” and reduction of the
troops in the State.

When presented with India’s
concerns on cross-border ter-
rorism, the Pakistani side de-
manded evidence and pointed
out that Islamabad was tackling
the problem of terrorism head
on as shown by the launch of
military operations in the
North-West Frontier Province.

Text of statement: Page ?




" Peace by

Ind1a and Pakistan atlast sott out the agenda
for durable cooperation L

:—ll}E foreign secretary talks in New
Delhi this weekend have added
substance and depth to India-Pakistan
relations. Both countries demonstrated
great maturity and the desire to reshape
bilateral ties by negotiating a series of
agreements. Both governments would
have reasons to feel satisfied with the
progress achieved. For Pakistan, the
Kashmir issue has been central, and In-
dia has agreed to a separate working
group at the foreign secretary level for
discussions. India, for its part, had
sought tobring the problem of terrorism
and the broader issiie of peace and secu-
rity into the fold of bilateral dialogue.
What may surprise many is the promi-
nence given to the Shimla agreement,
insisted upon by External Affairs Minis-
ter Natwar Singh soon after assuming
office, in the joint statement. India and
Pakistan have iterated theit “determina-
tion to implement the Shimla agree-
ment in letter and spirit and hope that
the dialogue would lead to a peaceful
settlement of all bilateral issues, includ-
ing Jammu and Kashmir, to the satisfac-
tion of both sides.”
- Given the nature of bilateral relations,
especially since 1989, this qualifies as a

major breakthrough. That it comes on -

the fiftieth anniversary of the Panchsheel,
which emphasises the five principles of
peaceful co-existence, is fortuitous. But
given the complexities of the issues in-

volved, normalisation of rélations be-
tween the two countries leading hopefully
to permanent peace is still going tobe a
difficult process, though not necessarily
an impossibie task. The two foreign sec-
retaries are to meet in late August to re-
view the progress of the composite dia-
logue and to prepare for the meeting
between the Indian and Pakistani foreign
ministers. A number of outstanding is-
sues on the agenda are ripe for closure to
the satisfaction of bothssides.

But new opportunities are also pre-
sent. Both sides should lengthen their
gaze and focus on how to build a coop-
erative and enduring relationship. This
of necessity would have to go beyond
dispute settlement to creating interde-
pendence and would need to be future-
oriented rather than being bogged
down in the past. Onlysuch an approach
can eradicate mistrust over time, mak-
ing relations less vulnerable to emo-
tional reactions and domestic politics.
Pakistan’s economy has shown a re-
markable turnaround during the past
two years. The move to have a profes-
sional economist as prime minister, asin
India, also indicates a resolve to give
economic and social development high
priority. This promises greater opportu-
nities foy peace and prosperity. We need
to ensure that both sides make haste

* slowly without oscillating between un-

due euphoria and cynicism.
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ISLAMABAD HARPS ON KASHMIRI WISHES

Talks firm up

NEW DELHI, June 27. — Despite major
progress on confidence-building mea-
sures, the Kashmir problem expectedly
remained an area of dissonance as India
and Pakistan concluded the first round of
discussions today.

Some forward movement was appar-
ent, especially in the nuclear weapons
area, but Pakistan asserted that there has
to be a “viable and just solution” to the
Kashmir issue, keeping in mind the “aspi-
rations of Kashmiris”. Pakistani foreign
office spokesman Mr Masood Khan said:
“Kashmiris are the principal party to the
dispute. A viable and just solution has to
be based on aspirations of Kashmiri peo-
ple.” Tomorrow’s discussions will include
J&K. Pakistan foreign secretary Mr Riaz
Khokhar today met Hurriyat leaders Mr
Mirwaiz Omar Farooq and Mr Shabir
Shah. Pakistan defended the meeting, say-
ing it was a tradition to do so.

Both sides said there was place for opti-
mism after talks between Mr Shashank
and Mr Khokhar. Dialogue at this level is
being held after six years.

Foreign ministry spokesman Mr Navtej
Sarna said “the discussions focussed on
peace and security, including CBMs.” The
result could be evident tomorrow as the
staff strengths of the missions in Islama-
bad and here could go up to 110. Deci-
sions on bus links between the neighbours
are also likely to be taken tomorrow.
There may as well be an agreement on,
among others, missing defence personnel.

Mr Khan said the ceasefire along LoC,
in Siachen and along the border was
holding since 25 November. Now, politi-
cal will and responsible stewardship are
necessary to resolve contentious issues. A
joint statement could be issued tomor-
row. Asked about terrorism, he said:
“Under peace and security all issues were
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4 Aziz vows to make

Pak an Asian tiger

ISLAMABAD, June 27.
— Former Citibank
executive Mr Shaukat
Aziz, who will take over
as Pakistan’s next
Prime Minister in about
two months, vowed
today to make the
country an Asian tiger.
“Pakistan is facing
many challenges today.
It's my firm belief that this country has potential
to rise,” he told reporters after Prime Minister
Mir Zafarullah Jamali resigned yesterday. “If we
resolve our problem through conciliation and
consensus, there’s no power which can stop
Pakistan from achieving its potential..” — PT}

discussed and no issue was excluded.”
Taking a tough stand on Kashmir, he said
Pakistan had not gone back on the 6
January joint statement, issued after talks
between Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee and
Gen. Pervez Musharraf. “Pakistan’s posi-
tion is very well known. We also know
what is India’s position.”

Mr Sarna told reporters several CBMs
were ready. But when asked whether any
understanding had been arrived at, he said:
“Let me not characterise anything in the
middle of the meeting.” Were there any
hiccups? “Tatks were friendly, very positive
and held in 2 constructive atmosphere.”

Mr Khokhar will call on the Prime
Minister, foreign minister and National
Security Adviser Mr JN Dixit tomorrow.

Following the political developments in
Islamabad, Mr Khokhar is curtailing his
visit and returning home by tomorrow
evening. He was earlier scheduled to
leave on Tuesday. .

Another report on page 4
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NEW DELHI, JUNE 27. The Foreign
Secretaries of India and Pakis-
tan, Shashank and Riaz Khok-
har, discussed a wide range of
subjects, including terrorism
and the reduction of troop lev-
els, under the broad rubric of
peace and security in three-
and-a-half hours of talks at
Hyderabad House here today.

A joint statement on a num-
ber of points of agreement such
as raising the staff strength of
High Commissions, reopening
of consulates and a calendar to
discuss other issues such as Sia-
chen, Sir Creek, economic
cooperation and cultural ex-
changes is expected after the
Foreign Secretaries talk on Jam-
mu and Kashmir tomorrow.

It is the first time in recent
history that the Foreign Secre-
taries of the two countries have
met with guns silent along the
Line of Control (LoC).

The ceasefire, agreed to be-
tween the two countries on No-
vember 26 last year, continues
to hold.

Though the spokesmen of the
External Affairs Ministry and
the Pakistani Foreign Office,
Navtej Sarna and Masood Khan,
briefed presspersons separate-
ly, the opening statements
made by both of them were
identical — indicating that both
sides were in broad agreement
on how to approach the talks.

Both spokesmen said the For-
eign Secretaries “met today to
commence the composite dia-
logue. They discussed the sub-
ject of peace and security,
including confidence-building
measures. Ideas and proposals
were exchanged to take the
process further. Discussions
were held in a positive and con-
structive atmosphere. Talks to-
morrow will be on Jammu and
Kashmir.”

Bus service discussed

A proposal to hold technical
talks on commencing the Srina-
gar-Muzaffarabad bus service
was also discussed. “There was
a general exchange of views.
Decisions, if any, will be an-
nounced tomorrow,” Mr. Khan
said at his briefing.

Asked whether Pakistan had
raised the issue of the handing
over of Jinnah House in Mum-
bai to which Islamabad had
previously linked the reopening

i
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BONHOMIE ALL AROUND: Foreign Secretary Shashank with his Pakistani counterpart Riaz Khokhar

~ India, Pakistan discuss
peace and security

Talks on Kashmir, joint statement today

3

at Hyderabad House in New Delhi on Sunday. — Photo: V. Sudershan

of consulates, he said: “Our
known positions were reiterat-
ed. The subject was discussed.
Decisions will be taken and you
will come to know about them
tomorrow.”

‘No going back on
statement on Kashmir’

In response to repeated ques-
tions on “what” was the Pakista-
ni position on Kashmir, the
spokesman said the issue
should be resolved in accord-
ance with the wishes of the
Kashmiri people. Pressed fur-
ther, he said Pakistan was not
going back on the January 6
press statement that referred to
Jammu and Kashmir as one of
the bilateral issues between the
two countries.

“Kashmiris are a principal
party to the dispute and a via-
ble, just solution has to be
based on the aspirations of the
Kashmiri people,” Mr. Khan

stated, adding that Pakistan

wanted the issue discussed at
the level of the Foreign Minis-

-n.E \'“NDt S 8 JUN iy

ters. Asked whether the conclu-
sions of experts on nuclear
CBMs were discussed by the
Foreign Secretaries, Mr. Sarna
said: “Both sides were apprecia-
tive of the work done by the ex-
perts on the nuclear CBMs and
by the results that have been
achieved. As regards the draft
agreement {on prior notifica-
tion of missile tests] ...that is a
draft and needs further work. It

Khokhar cuts short visit:
Page 12

needs comments from the other
[Pakistani] side and further
work before these things can be
finalised ... ”

On whether the issue of
cross-border terrorism was dis-
cussed, Mr. Khan said his coun-
try oppoged_terrorlsm or every
kind. Terrorism, he suggested,
was not a problem that con-
fronted India and Pakistan
alone, but the whole world.

Asked whether Pakistan had
given an explanation for contin-

uing acts of cross-border terror-
ism in India, he gave a sharp
response. “We owe explana-
tions to nobody, we don’t give
explanations. These are talks
taking place between two sover-
eign states. They state their po-
sitions and try to resolve issues
between them.” On whether the
question of infiltration from Pa-
kistani-controlled territory had
come up, Mr. Khan said the is-
sue was discus.ed, but chose
not to give any details. The For-
eign Secretaries would come
out with their decisions tomor-
row, he promised.

Islamabad, he said, support-
ed national, regional and inter-
national efforts to combat
terrorism and specifically re-
ferred to the SAARC additional
protacol to the convention
against terrorism that was
agreed to in January by the sev-
en-member grouping.

Calling for a sustained dia-
logue, Mr. Khan said the talks
should be a “continuous curve”

and not a spurt. The Forei,
Ministers, he said, would revie
the current round of talks,
August, as per the agreed calel
dar, and there could be summ
meetings in future if political d
rection was required.

Reiterating that the dialogu
process was moving in a posi
tive direction, he added: “This is
a historic moment. Our political
leaderships are trying to come
up with solutions that are ac-
ceptable to the people of India.
Pakistan and Kashmir.”

‘Talks will not be
affected’

Turning to the resignation of
the Pakistan Prime Minister,
Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali, on
Saturday, Mr. Khan said it
would have no bearing on the
composite dialogue process
with India. “This is an internal
political dynamic. A transition
is taking place. It has had no imn-

pact on the talks between t}
two Foreign Secretaries./
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Y BUILD ON THE RAPPORT % *

WHILE THE NORMALISATION of relations be-
tween India and Pakistan will require hard and
painstaking effort, the smoothness with which
the dialogue was resumed after the change of
government in New Delhi is most reassuring. Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister Natwar Singh and his Pa-
kistani counterpart Khurshid Mehmud Kasuri
have promised to discuss all the issues in conten-
tion between the two countries in a positive and
sustained manner. The two Ministers are sched-
uled to meet several times in the coming weeks.
This will enable them to provide political guid-
ance as well as specific inputs to the series of
official-level discussions on different subjects
that are to take place on parallel tracks. Officials
from the two countries have already held talks on
the methods to control trafficking in narcotics
and on confidence building measures (CBMs) in
the field of nuclear weapons. While the two
neighbours decided to persist with the moratori-
um on nuclear weapon tests, they made no more
than modest progress towards the goal of estab-
lishing mechanisms and procedures that will
help reduce the risk of nuclear war. They decided
to set up a hotline between the Foreign Secretar-
ies and to upgrade the existing communication
links between the Directors General of Military
Operations. Both sides also agreed that they
would try to reach an accord, with technical pa-
rameters, on pre-notification of missile test-
flights. Incremental improvements of this nature
are welcome but much more will need to be done
before the two countries can live up to the claim
of being responsible nuclear weapon powers.
Pakistan has shown interest in India’s proposal
jointly to evolve a common nuclear security doc-
trine. (While Mr. Singh had suggested that Beijing
should participate in such an exercise, that does
not appear very likely since China is in a different
league from India or Pakistan as a nuclear weap-
on power). However, Islamabad and New Delhi
have barely begun to explore common ground let
alone work on a practical agenda to reduce nu-

clear risk in South Asia. In editorialising on this
issue, The Hindu (June 19) referred to the emi-
nently sensible recommendations made by two
physicists, M. V. Ramana and R. Rajaraman, in an
article published earlier in this newspaper. They
recommended that New Delhi should offer not to
deploy nuclear weapons and that it should stop
installing early warning systems; given a sub-con-
tinental context in which the response time was
dangerously short, such systems increase the risk
of an accidental or unauthorised nuclear war.
Since the two countries have apparently inducted
nuclear weapons into their defence establish-
ments but apparently not deployed delivery plat-
forms armed with warheads, the recommended
measures could serve to initiate a de-escalation
breakthrough:

An interesting aspect of the current India-Pa-
kistan interaction on nuclear issues is the joint
acknowledgement that both countries are on the
same, disadvantaged side of the discriminatory
global nuclear bargain: thus the joint appeal for
holding “regular working-level meetings... among
all nuclear powers to discuss issues of common
concern.” A similar sense of realism should in-
form their approach to the other contentious is-
sues that obstruct normalisation. Pakistan is not
inclined to de-link negotiations on Kashmir from
the other issues on the agenda of the bilateral
dialogue. However, Islamabad does appear to
have set aside its policy of blocking forward
movement in other spheres until it saw progress
on talks relating to Kashmir. New Delhi too
should look beyond its concerns over security as
it re-evaluates the proposal for a gas pipeline
from Iran that will run through Pakistan. The ex-
pansion of the points of engagement with Pakis-
tan will not only help normalisation but also
promote India’s national and democratic inter-
ests. With the political leadership of India and
Pakistan striking a rapport, the Foreign Secretar-
ies can begin serious discussions on Kashmir and
security issues when they meet later this month.
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When the West still hasn’t shed its paranoia about S
Asia’s status as a potential nuclear flashpoint, it is
significant that India and Pakistan last week declared that
each other’s nuclear capabilities “constitute a factor for
stability”. When two nuclear-armed adversaries have
experienced so much bitterness and bad blood since test-
ing as India and Pakistan have — including one brief war
and one prolonged near-war — there is considerable
merit in them formally recognising the right of the other
to acquire atomic weapons. The clock cannot be turned
back. Nuclear weapons in the subcontinent are a fait
accompli. This fact provides a realistic baseline from
which the two countries can discuss substantive confi-
dence-building measures. It was just as well that the offi-
cials from India and Pakistan who met last week for tech-
nical talks on nuclear CBMs chalked out a modest agenda
for themselves. A sustained dialogue may narrow the gap,
or at least help each side understand the other’s compul-
sions better, but it is important that these differences not
come in the way of adopting CBMs which are long overdue.

India and Pakistan will now set up a dedicated and
secure hotline between their two foreign secretaries. And
the undertaking on pre-notification of missile tests will be
formalised into an actual agreement. After the current
round of composite dialogue concludes in August, there
will doubtless be further technical talks on nuclear CBMs.
Questions that can then be taken up would include mutu-
al assurances on the non-mating of nuclear weapons —i.e.
on keeping the warheads and missiles separate — as well
as on the non-deployment of short-range nuclear-capable
missiles like Prithvi and Hatf-1 near the international bor-
der. India would do well not to flaunt its declaratory poli-
cy of no-first-use. Pakistan’s counter-offer of a no-war pact
is something which the international community finds
intrinsically appealing. One aspect of last week’s joint
statement which needs active follow-up is the common
request by India and Pakistan for regular working-level
meetings with the other five declared nuclear-weapons
states. Amending the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty
may be impossible but so is the prospect of India and
Pakistan voluntarily relinquishing their nuclear arsenal
in the absence of disarmament by the others. Regular
meetings between the seven on issues of common concern
could be one way of bridging the gap between the textual
rigidity of the NPT and the nuclear ractisi--
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SINGAPORE, JUNE 21. The External Affairs
Minister, K. Natwar Singh, and the Pakistan
Foreign Minister, Khurshid Mahmud Kasu-
ri, today agreed to “provide continuous po-
litical guidance” to the latest process of
bilateral parleys.

Assessing the “progress” made in these
“discussions” so far as “positive,” the two
leaders, who held a “warm and productive
meeting” at the Chineése city of Qingdao on
the sidelines of the Asian Cooperation Dia-
l ‘t)gue thicte, welcomed the new confidence-
‘ bulldmg accord that the two sides had reac-
hed on Sunday on the nuclear
risk-reduction issue.

Mr. Singh and Mr. Kasuri, who met for
the first time since the assumption of office
by the new Government in New Delhi, “re-
viewed the progress on all aspects of bilat-
eral relations, including Jammu and
Kashmir,” according to a press note issued
by the Indian Embassy in Beijing. Also re-
viewed was the “implementation of the
framework for the dialogue process” that
was worked out in February by the Foreign
Secretaries of the two countries.

The two Ministers agreed to “remain in
regular touch” and voiced expectation that

By P S. Suryanarayana q Q"N\

they would m%/gtlk:ch other on several oc-
casions over the nmext two months.

Commending the outcome of the expert-
level dialogue on nuclear CBMs, the two
Ministers noted that “India and Pakistan
have also called for regular working-level
meetings ... among all the nuclear powers to
discuss issues of common concern.”

Mr. Kasuri later told The Hindu here
over telephone from Qingdao that the new
accord on nuclear CBMs could herald a
process of détente in India-Pakistan rela-
tions. “We are responsible countries. No-
body should talk down to Pakistan and
India. We are interested in non-prolifera-
tion.” Disclosing that Mr. Singh showed
him the text of the nuclear CBMs accord,
Mr. Kasuri characterised it as “a good devel-
opment.” Responding to questions on the
details of today’s meeting, Mr. Kasuri said
that no in-depth specifics were discussed
on Jammu and Kashmir or the nuclear is-
sue. He said Mr. Singh’s reported proposal
for a common nuclear security doctrine
among India, Pakistan and China did not
figure in today’s talks. However, Pakistan
was “prepared to discuss, look at this new
idea,” Mr. Kasuri said.

Commenting on the happy augury that
today’s meeting took place on Chinese soil,

“Natwar Singh, Kasun | meeting ‘productive’

he said there was, of course, no facilitation
by Beijing in the traditional diplomatic
sense of the term. It was Mr. Singh who
invited him to a “working lunch" today and
the meeting took place in a “very cordial,
friendly and warm atmosphere.” The Cas-
sandra-like “fears” about a possible break-
down of the India-Pakistan dialogue
process, expressed in some quarters in both
countries following the assumption of of-
fice by a Congress-led Government in New
Delhi, were nullified. Mr. Kasuri said he re-
ceived “total assurances” from Mr. Singh
that the new Government would not only
continue the current peace process but also

carry this even further. :

Pakistan, too, was “very serious about the
peace process’ and the “only way out” of
the impasse was to evolve solutions “ac-
ceptable to Pakistan and India.” Islamabad
wanted “long-term peace, durable peace,”
Mr. Kasuri said.

On Jammu and Kashmir, he wanted a so-
lutjon acceptable to the people there. The
Ministers said they “looked forward to the
meeting of the Foreign Secretaries sched-
uled for June 27-28 and to concrete out-
comes from that meeting.” That would take
the “present process forward.”

India, China to enhance ties: Page 11
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By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, JUNE 20. India and
Pakistan today agreed to put
in place a “dedicated and
secure” hotline between their
Foreign Secretaries to prevent
misunderstandings and
“reduce risks relevant to
nuclear issues.”

In a joint statement issued
at the end of two days of talks
between experts on nuclear
confidence-building measures
(CBMs), both countries
claimed that their nuclear
capabilities, based on
“national security
imperatives,” constituted a
“factor for stability.”

Aware of the fact that both
nations remained outside the
exclusive nuclear club of the
Permanent Five members of
the U.N. Security Council, they
sought a dialogue with the P-5
on issues of common concern.

It is for the first time that
India and Pakistan have jointly
called for such a dialogue.
“Both countries called for
regular working level meetings

ﬁ\

e !

&“J\J’ F4

to be held among all the
nuclear powers to discuss
issues of common concern.”
The statement, which breaks
some new ground in the
uncertain India-Pakistan
nuclear equation, however,
had nothing to say on the all-
crucial issue of nuclear
disarmament, a principle to
which both parties attach
considerable importance in
international fora. They agreed
that the existing hotline”
between the Directors-General
of Military Operations
(DGMOs) would be upgraded,
secured and dedicated and

, e

Text of statement; ‘Too
| early for summit’: Page 12

i

that they would work towards
concluding an accord with
technical parameters on pre-
notification of flight-testing of
missiles, a draft of which was
handed over by India to the
Pakistani side.

A senior official explained
that a “hotline” between the
Foreign Secretaries had existed
till it fell into disuse in the
1990s and India had actually
proposed its revival to
Pakistan in October 1998.
Now, however, it has been
specified that the hotline
would be used to prevent
misunderstandings on nuclear
issues. The official told this
correspondent that by putting
in place a “dedicated” hotline
between the DGMOs it would

be possible for these officers
to speak to each other with
ease whenever they wanted
and not keep their
conversation restricted to
every Tuesday as is the
practice. Currently, it is a dial-
up (hotline).

Moratorium on tests
reaffirmed

The statement also had each
side reaffirming their
“unilateral moratorium on
conducting further nuclear test
explosions unless, in exercise
of national sovereignty, it
decides that extraordinary
events have jeopardised its
supreme interests.”

In a clear indication that the
two-day, expert-level talks that
concluded today were not
going to be a one-off affair,
the statement said India and
Pakistan would continue their
discussions and hold further
talks on implementing the
Lahore Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) of
February 1999.

“Both countries will
continue to engage in bilateral
consultations on security and
non-proliferation issues within
the context of negotiations on
these issues in multilateral
fora. Both sides agreed to
report the progress of the talks
to the respective Foreign
Secretaries who would meet
on June 27-28 2004.”

A set of principles has been
identified that would enable

ﬂ"
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~India, Pakistan agree on
< hotline for nuclear issues

specific measures to be taken:
these include putting in place

" a hotline between the Foreign

Secretaries to tackle risks
pertaining to nuclear issues.

Both sides, the document
said, were conscious of the
need to promote a stable
environment of peace and
security between the two
countries and their obligation

o “their peoples and the
international community.”

India and Pakistan also
committed themselves to
“strategic stability” and to
national measures to reduce
the risks of accidental or
unauthorised use of nuclear
weapons under their
respective control and to
adopt bilateral notification
measures and mechanisms to
prevent misunderstandings
and misinterpretations.

The ability of the two sides
to state their differences on
the “old issues” of “no-first
use” of nuclear weapons and
the Pakistani desire for a
strategic restraint regime and
yet move towards taking small
step towards reducing nuclear
risks is being seen as a
positive development.

Clearly, while the two sides
remain suspicious of each
other, they have shown the
political will to move towards
taking CBMs that will send out
a message to the international
community that they are
engaging each other on
nuclear-related issues.
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. Text of joint statement

M By Amit Baruah ()1

NEW DELHI, JUNE 20. This is the text of the ]omt
statement issued by India and Pakistan to-
day after the expert-level talks on Nuclear
Confidence Building Measures:

In accordance with the agreement be-
tween the Foreign Secretaries of India and
Pakistan in February 2004, Expert Level
talks on Nuclear Confidence Building Mea-
sures were held in New Delhi from 19-20
June 2004.

Dr. Sheel Kant Sharma, Additional Secre-
tary (I0), headed the Indian delegation and
Mr. Tariq Osman Hyder, Additional Secre-
tary (UN and EC) led the Pakistan side. The
visiting Pakistani delegation also called on
the External Affairs Minister, Shri K. Natwar
Singh, the National Security Adviser, Shri
J.N. Dixit and the Foreign Secretary, Shri
Shashank.

The talks were held in a cordial and con-
structive atmosphere.

Both sides:

Conscious of the need to promote a sta-
ble environment of peace and security be-
tween the two countries,

Recognising that the nuclear capabilities
of each other, which are based on their na-
tional security imperatives, constitute a fac-
tor for stability,

Committed to national measures to re-
duce the risks of accidental or unauthorised
use of nuclear weapons under their respec-
tive controls and to adopt bilateral notifica-
tion measures and mechanisms to prevent
misunderstandings and misinterpretations,

Conscious of their obligation to their
peoples and the international community,

Committed to work towards strategic sta-
bility,

Agreed on the following:

* The existing hotline between the
DGMOs would be upgraded, dedicated and
secured.

* A dedicated and secure hotline would
be established between the two Foreign
Secretaries, through their respective For-
eign Offices to prevent misunderstandings
and reduce risks relevant to nuclear issues.

* Both countries will work towards con-
cluding an Agreement with technical pa-
rameters on pre-notification of flight
testing of missiles, a draft of which was

handed over by the Indian side.

* Each side reaffirmed its unilateral mo-
ratorium on conducting further nuclear test
explosions unless, in exercise of national
sovereignty, it decides that extraordinary
events have jeopardised its supreme
interests.

* Both countries would continue bilateral
discussions and hold further meetings to
work towards the implementation of the
Lahore MoU of 1999.

* Both countries will continue to engage
in bilateral consultations on security and
non-proliferation issues within the context
of negotiations on these issues in multilat-
eral fora.

* Both countries called for regular work-
ing level meetings to be held among all the
nuclear powers to discuss issues of com-
Mon Concern.

Both sides agreed to report the progress
of the talks to the respective Foreign Secre-
taries who would meet on 27-28 June 2004.

New Delhi
20 June 2004
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~Positive signals as
India, Pakistan begin
talks on nuclear issues

9 ({l’ﬂ\ By Amit Baruah x«o /\w Ro

NEW DELHI, JUNE 19. India and Paklstan today dis
cussed specific nuclear confidence-building med-
sures (CBMs) including the upgrading of the
communication channels towards reducing nucle-
ar risks in South Asia. In their first-ever expert level
talks, both countries looked at the possibility of
putting in place a hotline dealing with nuclear is-
sues in addition to the existing hotline between the
Directors-General of Military Operations (DGMOs)
used by them weekly. Further discussion on specif-
ics is expected tomorrow.

Sheelkant Sharma, Additional Secretary in the
External Affairs Ministry and his Pakistan counter-
part, Tariqg Osman Haider, led the talks, which be-
gan at Hyderabad House. A joint communique on
the outcome of the dialogue is likely to be issued
tomorrow.

A statement issued by the External Affairs Minis-
try said the discussions were held in a cordial and
constructive atmosphere. “Both sides approached
the talks in a positive framework, aimed at taking
the process forward and making them result-ori-
ented.”

“The two delegations identified areas of con-
vergence, including in the context of multilateral
fora. They also exchanged views on their security
concepts and nuclear doctrines, and agreed to
elaborate and work towards CBMs. The discus-
sions will continue tomorrow,” it said.

Pakistan reiterated the need for strategic re-
straint and stability in the discussions — a formal
proposal first made by it during the talks between
the Foreign Secretaries of the two countries in Isla-
mabad in October 1998 — while India is said to
have referred to its proposal of no-first use of nu-
clear weapon as part of its “doctrine”.

The signals emanating from the talks appeared
positive with both sides ready to continue the ex-
pert-level talks and come out with recommenda-
tions for the Foreign Secretaries when they meet
here to discuss the issue of peace and security,

including CBMs, on June 27-28.

The two sides also took up the implementation
of specific CBMs mentioned in the Lahore Mem-
orandum of Understanding (MoU) of February
1999, officials told this correspondent.

“We looked at where we were in 1999 and where
we are today,” the officials said. For instance, they
discussed the institutionalisation of “prior notice”
to be given by either side before conducting ballis-
tic missile tests — a point of accord comamed in
the Lahore MoU.

As anticipated, Pakistan reiterated its proposal
for strategic restraint — both on the nuclear and
conventional fronts. Islamabad has for some time
been of the view that India should exercise “re-
straint” in the purchase of conventional weapons
as well — apart from arguing since the May 1998
tests that New Delhi should not proceed with fur-
ther developing its nuclear arsenal.

In October 1998, India had proposed the exten-
sion of the hotline between the DGMOs, the revival
of the hotline between the Foreign Secretaries, the
extension of the existing arrangement on non-at-
tack on nuclear installations close to population
and economic centres, an increase in information
exchange in the nuclear field to facilitate greater
transparency and the setting up of a consultative
machinery to review and implement CBMs.

At the meeting, Pakistan presented its proposal
for a “strategic restraint regime in South Asia.” As
part of this “regime,” it had called for the preven-
tion of a nuclear and missile race, an agreement on
risk reduction measures, non-induction of air-
based and sea-based missile systems and a nuclear
doctrine of minimum deterrence capability. On
the conventional front, Islamabad had suggested a
mutual and balanced reduction of forces and ar-
mament levels.

The Pakistani delegation called on the External
Affairs Minister, Natwar Singh, the National Secu-
rity Adviser, J.N. Dixit, and the Foreign Secretary,
Shashank.



~ Pakistan team arrives for talks

By Amj-](:ar/?ah
NEW DELHI, JUNE. 18. A six-merA—
ber team from Pakistan, led by
Tariq Osman Haider, Additional
Secretary in the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs, arrived here today
for a wide-ranging, two-day dia-
logue on nuclear . confidence-
building measures (CBMs) from
Saturday.

“We are coming with a posi-
tive spirit and positive suggesti-
ons. We are here for
result-oriented tatks,” Mr. Haid-
er said on arrival at the Indira

i Gandhi International airport. As
responsible nuclear States, both
India and Pakistan have a re-
sponsibility to their people,” he
said.

On Pakistan’s expectations
from the talks, Mr. Haider said
they would not be negotiating
through the media and hoped
that the results of the talks
would speak for themselves.

The delegation would call on
the External Affairs Minister,
Natwar Singh, the National Se-
curity Adviser, J.N. Dixit, and
the Foreign Secretary, Shash-
ank, after the first session of
their talks at Hyderabad House
on Saturday morning.

The Indian delegation is led
by Sheel Kant Sharma, Addi-
tional Secretary (International
Organisations) in the Ministry
of External Affairs, and will
comprise the Joint Secretary
(Pakistan), Arun Singh; and rep-
resentatives from the Depart-
ment of Atomic Energy and the
Defence Research & Develop-
ment Organisation (DRDO).

For its part, the Indian side
hoped that this would be the
first in a series of talks between
experts of the two countries on
formulating and implementing
! nuclear CBMs. Sources in the

South Block pointed out that
the timeframe for the dialogue
had held despite the change in
government in New Delhi.

They felt that the talks had to
be taken forward in a system-
atic, slow and graduated man-
ner, with the two countries
focussing on trying to build on
points they had agreed upon.

" on nuclear CBMs

The Pakistan delegation, led by Tariq Osman Haider (left, foreground), Additional Secretary
in the Foreign Ministry, Jalil Abbas Jilani, Director-General, South Asia, and
Aziz Ahmed Khan (centre), High Commissioner to India, arrive at the Indira Gandhi

International airport in New Delhi on Friday. — Photo:

The Indian side would like to
hear how the Pakistanis ap-
proached their nuclear weap-
ons’ capability - in essence,
their view of a nuclearised
South Asia.

Agenda from
Lahore MoU

It was evident that the agen-
da of the talks would flow from
the Lahore Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) agreed
to by the Foreign Secretaries in
February 1999. “The two sides
are fully committed to under-
taking national measures to re-
duce the risks of accidental or
unauthorised use of nuclear
weapons under their respective
control. The two sides further
undertake to notify each other
immediately in the event of any
accidental, unauthorised or un-
explained incident... the two
sides shall identify/establish the
appropriate  communication

THE HINDL

mechanism for this purpose,”
the MoU said.

Asked whether putting in
place such a nuclear hotline
would form part of the talks’
agenda, the sources said this
could happen as the dialogue
moved forward.

However, they indicated that
India would like the issue of
early warning systems to be on
the agenda of the expert-level
talks in due course.

Asked if Pakistan had been
informing India in advance
about its missile tests as per the
Lahore MoU, the sources said
they had been doing it for most
part — even during the military
mobilisation in 2002.

The easier thing to do for the
two countries was to pick up
commonalities. For Pakistan, it
was not possible to give a no-
first use (NFU) commitment
like India on the use of nuclear
weapons while New Delhi could

Shanker Chakravarty

not give its assent to the Pakis-
tani proposal for a strategic re-
straint regime. »

The talks were intended to
remove misperceptions each
side held about the other. They
now had to reach a plateau of
understanding and reduce the
possibility of nuclear danger in
South Asia.

Stating that both sides should
take steps to lower the temper-
ature, the sources said India did
not accept the proposition that
South Asia was a nuclear flash-*
point. India’s nuclear doctrine.
was not country specific, they
said, adding that it was certainly
not directed at Pakistan.

On whether India proposed
to raise the issue of A.Q. Khan's
nuclear weapons’ proliferation
exercise in the bilateral talks,
the sources replied in the nega-
tive, pointing out that it was a
matter of international concern.

Editorial on Page 10




Pak nuclear talks,
minus baggage .,

(/

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, June 18: India has
said it is approaching talks with
Pakistan on nuclear confidence-
building measures without any
preconceived notions.

Delhi is instead hoping the
two-day talks that begin here to-
morrow will help to improve re-
lations with its neighbour.

Nothing remarkable is ex-
pected from the talks, which are
likely to be more exploratory in
nature. With a new government
taking over at Delhi, Indian and
Pakistani officials will try to get
to know each other’s security
and nuclear doctrine better over
the two days.

The idea is to reduce any acci-
dental or unauthorised use of
nuclear weapons.

Sheel Kant Sharma, the addi-
tional secretary heading the dis-
armament and strategic affairs
division in South Block, will lead
the Indian team, which will also
have Arun Singh, joint secretary
in charge of the Pakistan-Iran-
Afghanistan division.

The Pakistani delegation will

®¥&7
be led Tariq

Usman Haideér, addi-
tional secretary in the
foreign ministry; it
will also have Jalil
Abbas Jilani, direc-
tor-general of the
ministry’s South Asia
division, who was ex-
pelled in February
last year when he was
charge d’affaires at
the Pakistani mission
here.

The delegation is likely to
call on foreign minister K. Nat-
war Singh and national security
adviser J.N. Dixit.

Delhi will have a brick-by-
brick approach in order to lay
the groundwork for dispelling
any “misconception” that Pak-
istan may have about India’s in-
tentions towards its western
neighbour.

But some arrangements like
the prior notification on test-fir-
ing ballistic missiles - which
was part of a memorandum of
understanding — could be dis-
cussed and formalised.

A joint statement can be ex-
pected on Sunday if all goes well

Jilani: Back

and the two s1des agree
to continue discussions
on nuclear issues.

The neighbour lifted
its veil on its nuclear ca-
pability through a se-
ries of tests in May
1998.

But this will be the
first official-level dis-
cussion between the
two sides on an issue
that has often caused
alarm within and out-
side the region, even leading
some in the West to dub the sub-
continent “a nuclear flash-
point”.

India’s foreign policy estab-
lishment agrees there is a need
to “douse the flame” and “reduce
the temperature” in South
Asia, but criticises those West-
ern powers which put the “nu
clear flashpoint” tag on the
neighbours.

Officials say this description
stems from the West’s “double
standards” on the issue and its
policy that weapons of mass de-
struction are safe in their hands,
but not in that of India and
Pakistan.

THE TELE-:
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New Delhi), June 10 (Reuters):
Foreign minister Natwar Singh
has said nuclear security must
be the top priority during talks
with Pakistan, although Kash-
mir will also be on the
agenda.

Singh has told the BBC that
Delhi wanted to make “a new be-
ginning” with Pakistan but ap-
peared to want to deflect Islam-
abad’s insistence that Kashmir
should be the core issue under
discussion in order to resolve
decades of hostility.

“To me personally, the most
important thing on our agenda
should be nuclear dimension be-
cause when we remitted office in
1996 we were not a nuclear
power,” the BBC quoted Singh as
saying in its Hardtalk India pro-
gramme due to be telecast to-
MOITow.

The foreign secretaries of the
two countries are due to meet on
June 27-28 to discuss nuclear
confidence-building measures
and Kashmir as part of a peace
process that began last year.

“Well, I would only say that
we will appeal and request them
that this road we have travelled
over 57 years has not produced
the results that you want, the re-
sults that we want. Let us make a
new beginning,” Singh, a former
envoy to Islamabad, said.

There was no immediate re-
action from Pakistan, but Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf has re-
peatedly warned India not to
sideline the Kashmir dispute
and expect ties to improve with-
out progress onresolving it.
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“Kasuri tells Natwar

to rein In rhetonc

HTC and Agencies
Islamabad, June 6

PAKISTAN FOREIGN
Minister Khurshid
Mahmud Kasuri to-
day virtually asked
Indian External Af-
fairs Minister Natwar
Singh to stop shooting
off his mouth, saying
he hoped New Delhi
would observe a “rhe-
toric restraint regime
(RRR)” to avoid mis-
understandings with
Islamabad.

Kasuri was speak-
ing to reporters after
a phone conversation
with Singh, during
which the Indian told
him he had never
made a particular
statement that the me-
dia had attributed to
him. “I was misquot-
ed,” Singh reportedly
told his counterpart.

.

5T h"&“"w%

Natwa Singh

Kasuri said he was
surprised to read
about Singh’s pur-
ported statement, be-
cause the two minis-
ters, during a phone
conservation just
three days ago, had
agreed to continue the
RRR policy. “Natwar
Singh said he held
President Pervez Mu-
sharraf and me in the
highest esteem,” Ka-
suri said. “He also
said India would con-
tinue the policy of not
conducting diplomacy

K\\

through the media.”
Singh has made a
series of controver-
sial remarks since be-
coming foreign minis-
ter last month. During
Thursday’s talks, he
and Kasuri had ag-
reed to avoid publicis-
ing their differences
ahead of the peace

talks this month.
Pak visit
Pakistani  officials

said Singh is likely to
visit Islamabad on
July 20 for the two-
day Saarc foreign
ministers’ meeting
and could have bilat-
erals with Kasuri.
They said the two
may meet also at the
June 21-22 Asian Co-
operation Dialogue in
Beijing. But New Del-
hi declined to com-
ment on the claim.
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h nations to meet on June 27 and 28
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iplomacy is se-
rious business
of course and it
hardly brooks
comparison
with Hindi cin-
ema. But if last
week’s exchanges between New
Delhi and Islamabad were to set
the tone of the future India-Pak-
istan relations, its players had
clearly taken their inspiration
from Bollywood with General
Pervez Musharraf as the unre-
lenting villain of the Amrish
Puri kind who’d not pass up an
opportunity to slam India, and
Kunwar Natwar Singh, the
newly appointed external af-
fairs minister, who possesses
the talent of an A.K. Hangal to
say the right things at the
wrong time and the wrong
place.

Coming so close after India
elected a new government, the
verbal flare-up did not augur
well for the peace process
scripted by Musharraf and for-
mer Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee, under the appre-
ciative eyes of the US adminis-
tration of President George W.
Bush.

It began when Natwar
Singh, a former IFS officer who
left his mark for being more
erudite than discreet, went
about musing on the impera-
tives of his new job, a bit too
soon after re-entering South
Block (Singh had served a term
earlier as minister of state).
“We want to build closer ties
with all our neighbours... India
will pursue talks with Pakistan
onthe basis of the Simla Agree-
ment. We want better re-
lations with our western
neighbour.”

He used the word
“bedrock” to drive home
the point that he and his
party thought the agree-
ment — based on virtu-
ally dividing Kashmir
along the Line of Con-
trol — was crucial to bi-
lateral relations.

It seems that General
Musharraf was waiting
for an opportunity like
this to go ballistic and
give the new rulers of
India a measure of his
Mogambo-style temper.
And he chose the mo-
ment carefully, as the
first batch of nuclear
experts from Pakistan
was due to arrive in
Delhion June 19 tostart
talks on Confidence
Building  Measures
(CBM).

It was to be followed
by a meeting of the two
foreign secretaries on
June 27 and 28. The
General’s reaction
came the same day. “If
he (Natwar Singh) means that
there will be no movement
(after the 1972 agreement), well,
I beg to totally differ with him.
This is no solution. If the Line
of Control is to be made perma-
nent and that is all, this is no so-
lution. If he means we will go by
the Simla Agreement, then I
don’t agree with him.”

By then adrenaline levels
were racing up across the For-
eign Office in Islamabad, not to
speak of Musharraf’s office.
The General, always bolder if
he isn’t the first to draw,
straightaway called Vajpayee at
his home, spoke to him for 15
minutes, and got his high com-
missioner in Delhi, Aziz Ahmed
Khan, to pass on the informa-
tion to South Block.

In Islamabad, Pakistan For-
eign Office spokesman Masood
Khan said that “if invocation of
the Simla Agreement was
meant to maintain the status

quo, then that is not suggesting
asolution, but a way of perpetu-
ating the problem”. To this
South Block roared, through
the voice of Indian foreign sec-
retary Shashank, that the Simla
Agreement is indeed the
“bedrock” of Indo-Pak rela-
tions since July 1972 as “it pro-
vides the framework for our re-
lations, and commitment both
to dialogue for resolving differ-
ences and not to take any unilat-
eral actions”. The foreign secre-
tary took the pain to add that
his minister had, on all occa-
sions, clearly stated that “we
will abide by the framework of
the Simla Agreement, all subse-
quent agreements and declara-
tions and the January 6 joint
press statement”.

That was the first official ad-
mission from Delhi, though,
that the new United Progres-
sive Alliance government
would honour its NDA prede-
cessor’s covenants. Like the La-

COUNTRY ROADS: The
Delhi-Lahore bus
arrives at the Wagah
border (right);

file photo of President
Pervez Musharraf
and Congress pres-
ident Sonia
Gandhi in July
2001 (above).
REUTERS/AFP

After five years of flip-flop with India, Pervez Musharraf
friendly — memories of his country. SUMIT MITR

hore Declaration between Atal
Bihari Vajpayee and Nawaz
Sharif, and this year’s January
6 joint statement by Vajpayee
and Musharraf on composite
dialogue on all issues, includ-
ing the nuclear issue, and on
laying the roadmap for peace
negotiations. It also made
amends for having rubbed the
subliminal sore in the Pak-
istani mind about the Simla
Agreement.

Signed, as it were, in 1972, in
the wake of a humiliating mili-
tary defeat, the mention of it
being the “bedrock” or some-,
thing may not be pleasant to
hear. The foreign secretary’s
measured statement could well
have put the troubled minds in
Islamabad at rest but for Nat-
war Singh and his undying love
of the microphone.

Apparently propelled by the
altogether reasonable desire to
clear the air, Singh took to the

floor at Shastri Bhavan’s con-
ference room for nearly two
hours, during which the un-
guided missiles that he again
fired are: a common nuclear
doctrine for India, Pakistan and
China, to the obvious amaze-
ment of all three; a hint that the
General is upset because the re-
sult of the Indian election has
destroyed the cosy nexus be-
tween him and Vajpayee. Singh
quoted a couplet: Is gadr jo ishq
hua, wajah kya thi uski (What
was the reason for the love that
blossomed like this?), and said
that when the NDA government

\\

£\

couldn’t return to power, as
Musharraf had hoped, “the
game was spoiled”; and, he
raised the spectre of Mushar-
raf’s assassination, asking, “I'd
like the General to live for 150
years but, God forbid, if some-
thing happens...”

Finally, it required Congress
president Sonia Gandhi’s inter-
vention to becalm her greyed
protégé (Singh is 73), who, after
the meeting with her, and
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, returned to his office a
changed person. He invited
high commissioner Aziz
Ahmed Khan over for an unusu-
ally long discussion, in course
of which he telephoned his
counterpart Khursheed
Mehmood Kasuri in Islamabad,
and told him that “from now on-
wards, the future of Indo-Pak-
istan relations would not lie in
the past”.

Pakistan felt reassured, for
the moment at least, and even

arrival ceremonies of the Vaj-
payee entourage. G.
Parthasarathy, the then Indian
high commissioner, recalls that
the service chiefs made it a
point to be without their head-
gear when they met Vajpayee at
areception in the Punjab gover-
nor’s mansion.

Two months. later, General
Musharraf made his views on
the Lahore summit even clearer
when he described what hap-
pened in it as “hot air”, called
India a “hegemonic power” and
significantly added that “low
intensity conflicts” with India
would continue even if the
Kashmir issue was resolved.
And all this was happening
when, unknown to Vajpayee
and his peacenik friends, a few
thousand soldiers of Pakistan’s
Northern Light Infantry were
crossing the Line of Control to
climb the high peaks of Kargil.

It was an operation master-
minded by Musharraf to cut off
Ladakh and the

is suddenly up against a team that may be new to office but has long — and not always
A reports on how the past is bound to resurface in Indo-Pak relations

given up altogether on the mili-
tary dictator. He welcomed
Musharraf to Agra in July 2001,
which was their first meeting
since the forcible regime
change in Islamabad. Though it
produced no agreement, it gave
them an opportunity to know
each other as men in flesh and
blood.

Knowing the General of
course didn’t help Vajpayee as
two things happened changing
the course of events: the attack
on the Twin Towers on 9/11,
and the terror attack on Indian
Parliament in December 2001.

The post 9/11 compulsions
of the Bush administration in
the US, and Musharraf’s readi-
ness to be a willing accomplice,
turned Pakistan again into a
strong US ally, this time against
terror. However, the attack on
the Indian Parliament, for
which the NDA government
held Pakistan responsible,
began a long winter in bilateral

relations.

Siachen Glacier.

Troops were

In October 1999, £ 1I'd like the amassed on both
as  Musharraf . sides of the bor-
staged a coup to General to live der. Diplomatic
oust Sharif and for 150 ties were cut off.
take over power, Vajpayee repeat-
there was no let- years but, edly declared that
up in his anti- id i there would be no
India fireworks. God forb_l d, if talks with Pak-
He appointed as Somethlng, istan unless it
his foreign min- stopped the low-
ister Abdul Sat- happens... intensity  war.
tar, a former Pak- And suddenly Va-
istani high commissioner in jpayee went to Islamabad for
India who, during his stint in  the SAARC summit on January
Delhi, publicly decried the 6 and, on its margins, held the
Simla Agreement as unequal. hand of Musharraf and smiled.

Besides, he belonged to cricket
star Imran Khan's Tehrik-e-In-
saaf party whose prime mover,
as everybody in Pakistan
knows, is not the glamorous ex-
player but General Hamid Gul,
a hardline Islamist and former
chief of the Inter-Services In-
telligence (ISI), Pakistan’s
home version of the CIA.

Then came the hijacking of
IC 814 to Kandahar in which all
hijackers turned out to be Pak-
istani nationals. Vajpayee’s
istani nationals. Vajpayee’s
equation with Pakistan took a
nose-dive since then, as he re-
fused to accord legitimacy to
him and forged a widespread
consensus to get him excluded
from the Council of the Com-
monwealth (Pakistan has re-
turned to the Commonwealth
lately).

However, Vajpayee hadn’t

Afterfive years of flip-flop as
far as India is concerned,
Musharraf is suddenly up
against a team that may be new
to office but has long memories
of his country. Natwar Singh
served as the Indian high
commissioner in the Indira
Gandhi years. Dixit was among
her main advisors in the 1971
war leading to Pakistan’s vivi-
section.

To Sonia, her mother-in-
law’s moment of pride in 1971 is
law’s moment of pridein 1971 is
among the first memories she
cherishes after her marriage.
The past will no doubt weigh
heavily on relations as
Pakistani officials begin talk-
ing to their counterparts in the
Congress-led government in
New Delhi. It was so much
easier to handle Vajpayee, a
newcomer.

described as “innovative”
Singh’s suggestion for a tri-lat-
eral nuclear doctrine. And it
was all quiet on the General’s
front, suggesting that the turbu-
lence had blown over.

The peace process undoubt-
edly suffered a hiccup last week
but it had a bright side. It surely
made the Pakistan administra-
tion better aware of the emerg-
ing pecking order in post-NDA
Delhi, with the Congress presi-
dent wielding enough authority
to fine-tune the foreign policy.

In the NDA government, the
central authority rested witt
Vajpayee, who consulted none
other than his principal secre
tary Brajesh Mishra on foreig:
policy issues. In the new dispen
sation decision-making powe
may be concentrated in 10 Jar.
path but with inputs from seyv
eral sources, including the mir
istry of external affairs and th
Prime Minister’s Office, partic
ularly from its former-diploma
member J.N. Dixit, the experi
enced national security adviser

The fact is that Musharraf
used to being patted in the Wes'
for his smart-alecky postur
ings, was quite unprepared for
the outcome of the Indian poll.
Natwar Singh was right when
he said that the General had put
all his eggs in one basket,
though it’s doubtful if the state-
ment would have found place in
the diplomatic etiquette book.

Caught on the back foot with
the Congress coming to power,
it took Musharraf quite a while
to come to terms with the new
reality.

ow will the chemistry
work between
Musharraf and the
new leaders in Delhi?
Between him and Vajpayee it
was never quite a house on fire.
Still, it worked. When Vajpayee
took the bus ride to Lahore, in
February 1999, at the invitation
of erstwhile Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif, Musharraf, then
the army chief, and a rabid
India-hater; fumed in protest.
The three service chiefs led
by him avoided attending the
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/lndo-Pak debate

Not hostage to history

onvuls hat are gripping Pakistan’s foreign policy

manag re no mere over-reaction as South Block
would have us believe. That the latter’s attempt at damage
control have met with limited success is established by
Musharraf taking the extreme step of seeking Vajpayee’
help in keeping things on track. Entirely justified are Islama
bad’s doubts about the new Indian government’s continuing
with the bilateral initiatives. The stress Natwar Singh place:
on the Simla Agreement suggests that in his book the
developments over the last three decades are of no con
sequence. In Pakistani eyes the Simla Accord was one bet-
ween a victorious and defeated nation never mind that many
Indian strategists lament that at Simla India’s politicians/
bureaucrats frittered away the gains the soldiers secured. So
to keep harping on it will not endear him to Islamabad,
though it might cement his links with 10 Janpath.

For political reasons Natwar Singh might not want to pick
up the threads that Vajpayee/Sinha left dangling, yet it would
be a pity if the upturn in people-to-people contact witnessed
in the spring of 2004 was short-lived. Would it be proper to
draw the line at Simla and not take into account the rather
solid, if un-dramatic, work of the Narasimha Rao era? That
would not attract the charge of superficiality and incon-
sistency that sections of the Congress have levelled against
the NDA's Pakistan-policy. To be fair, the NDA disregarded
neither Simla nor what Rao attained. But it is essential to
keep moving, preferably forward. The ambience in which the
Simla Accord was reached no longer exists. The cold war is
over, and to India’s discomfort perhaps, the Soviet umbrella
is no longer available. The subcontinent is nuclear and
balance of conventional military strength does not tilt in
India’s favour to ensure decisive results. The international
climate would not permit full-fledged war, inste :d tremen-
dous pressure is being exerted to work out a solution in
Kashmir. Natwar Singh is too seasoned a diplomat to have to
be reminded of such elementary realities, but his trying to
revive NAM suggests that he needs to scrape off the rust.
When he was first elected to parliament he had quipped that
to occupy an office in South Block would be tantamount to
incest. Hopefully the policy he now scripts and implements
will not suffer the inherent weaknesses of in-breeding. /
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Natwar spe

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 3 QW Q
&
IGNALLING India’s commit-
ment to pursue the peace
process, External Affairs Minis-
terK Natwar Singh today called
up his Pakistani counterpart Khurshid
Mehmood Kasuri and told him from
now, the future of Indo-Pak relations
“would not lie in the past”.

The telephonic conversation touched
on all issues of bilateral interest and was
conducted in a “spirit of friendship, cor-
diality and bonhomie”, External Affairs
Ministry spokesman Navtej Sarna told
reporters here.

Kasuri conveyed his regards to Con-
gress president Sonia Gandhi and Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh while Nat-
war Singh sent his regards to Pakistan
President Pervez Musharraf and Prime
Minster Zafarullah Khan Jamali.

Natwar Singh made the call to Kasuri
in the presence of Pakistan High Com-
missioner Aziz Ahmed Khan who had
come to the foreign office to meet For-
eign Secretary Shashank. “As a special
gesture...(Singh) also agreed to receive
the high commissioner and had a very

friendly discussion with him lasting more . .

than an hour,” Sarna said.

~ Pak foreign office ~
says both ministers
agreed ‘not to talk
~ toeachother
_through the media’
for the sakeof
- peace process

During the conversation, Singh told
Kasuri: “From now onwards, the future
of India-Pakistan relations would not lie
in the past.” They touched on issues of
bilateral interest, the spokesman said.

The high-level contact comes close
on the heels of the two sides deciding to

ks to Kasuri

< hold foreign secretary level talks later

this month to discuss peace and security
including confidence building measures
and Jamnmu and Kashmir.

The meeting will be preceded by ex-
pert-level talks on nuclear CBMs. .

A statement issued by the Pakistan
foreign office in Islamabad said both
ministers agreed “not to talk to each
other through the media, but to talk per-
sonally in the interest of Pakistan-India

_ relations and the ongoing peace

process”. The statement said the two
leaders agreed to “remain in close
touch”. Kasuri felt the two governments

. could create conditions for peace and se-

curity; [eading to stability in the region.

Smgh s call was also aimed at clearing
the air following statements from Pak-
istani leaders, raising doubts about the
future of the dialogue process. In his first
press conference after assuming office,
Singh had underlined the importance of
replacing “mistrust with trust”.

The minister had also reinforced the
UPA government’s commitment to con-
tinue the peace process with Pakistan.
His suggestion of a common nuclear
doctrine for India, Pakistan and China
was responded to cautiously yesterday by
Kasuri who said it requires “careful con-
sideration”.

INDIA

EAPME



“Next round of Indo-Pak talks
%\\0 set for June 27-28

By Siddharth Varadarajan
Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Seeking to a put
an end to the ongoing war of
words with Pakistan, India on
Tuesday finalised the dates
for the formal resumption of
the long-awaited composite di-
alogue process between the
two countries.

Making the announcement
at a press conference here, ex-
ternal affairs minister Nat-
war Singh said the two foreign
secretaries would meet in Del-
hi on June 27 and 28 to discuss
peace and security issues as
well as Kashmir. The previ-
ously announced expert-level
dialogue on nuclear confi-»
dence  building-measures
would precede this meeting on
June 19-20.

Referring to the controver-
sy surrounding some of his
own statements and those of
Gen Pervez Musharraf and
the Pakistani foreign office,
Natwar said that “a great deal
of excitement has been engi-
neered in the last few days”.
He said he was familiar with
“the intricacies, complexities,
emotions and suspicions” of
the India-Pakistan relation-
ship and that the first dictum
of adiplomat is “to think care-
fully before saying nothing”.
“I am confident the future of
the relationship does not lie in
the past. The PM, Sonia Gand-
hi and I have said we want
good neighbourly, amiable,
cordial relations with Pak-
istan”. The relationship had
to . be based on trust, “on
frankness, not fear”.

Terrorist incidents would
not be allowed to derail the
peace process, he said, adding
that any militant who tried to
cross the border would be
“dealt with”. “But the dia-
logue will not be stalled at all.
I don’t want to give them (ter-
rorists) any comfort and en-
couragement.”

Waxing lyrical about the fu-
ture of the relationship, Nat-
war said he was in favour of a
Saarc cricket team and even
“a common nuclear doctrine”.
“India, China and Pakistan
should get together and work
out a common nuclear doc-
trine,” he said in response toa
question on the new situation

THE TIME“

£

posite dialogue

P February 19: Two foreign secretaries meet in Islamabad to

draw up timetable

P June 18-19: Expert-level talks on nuclear CBMs

P June 27-28: Foreign secretaries to discuss peace and security,
including CBMs, and Jammu and Kashmir

P> Late June: Technical talks on drug-trafficking and smuggling

P July: Official-level talks on Siachen, Wullar Barrage/Tulbul Nav-
igation Project; Sir Creek; Terrorism and Drug-trafficking; Eco-
nomic and commercial cooperation; and Promotion of friendly

exchanges in various fields

» August: Foreign minister of Pakistan and external affairs minis-
ter of India to meet to “review overall progress’. To be preced-
ed by one-day meeting of foreign secretaries.

IMETABLE OF TALKS

P January 6, 2004: India and Pakistan agreed to resume com-

> OF MDA

the rail.

He also said that recourse to rhetorlc on
both sides was fraught with the potential of
creating complications for attempts to re-
store normal ties between the neighbours.

The statements of the foreign minister K
Natwar Singh and Shivraj Patil, while caus-
ing concern to those tracking the progress

Atal does not like what he hears

New Delhi: Former Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee on Tuesday cautioned that
the statements on Indo-Pakistan ties from
both sides of the border did not augur well
for the on-going peace process.

Vajpayee’s comment came in response to
questions from journalists who
quizzed him on what transpired be-
tween him and Pakistan president
Pervez Musharraf when the latter
called him on Monday. While Vaj-
payee denied that Musharraf had
complained about the statements |
from New Delhi, he conceded that .
Pakistani president was anxious
that the peace process stayed on

of the peace attempt,has led to a sort of re-
versal of roles. So far, it was the Congress
which jeered the BJP for not being conver-
sant with the nuances of diplomacy.

BJP leaders like ML, Khurana were round-
ly attacked for their bellicose statements,
with the Congress saying that the
BJP lacked the finesse of gover-
nance.

Little
| many felt surprised that foreign
minister and defence minister re-
sorted to muscular rhetoric against
Pakistan with the foreign minister
even going to the extent of advising
Pervez Musharraf to take tips into
diplomacy from his foreign minis-
ter. The sense of puzzlement is all the more
because unlike the BJP ministers who
launched into aggro talk when the tension be-
tween the neighbours was quite high, the
Congress ministers have lashed out at Pak-
istan even when the relations are widely per-
ceived to be much better. mw

wonder;therefore, that

created by India having be-

come a nuclear power. When-

pressed on this proposal, the
minister said it was for the na-
tional security advisor and
cabinet committee on security
to discuss these issues.

Though he was obviously
seeking to lower the tempera-
ture of the past few days, Nat-
war firmly denied the Pak-
istani charge that the govern-
ment of India had queered the
pitch by making official an-
nouncements of policy.

“They say we have said bor-
ders cannot be altered. But no

public announcement has
been made...They say we said
the relationship will be guid-
ed by the Simla agreement,
ful] stop. But I have always
held that all subsequent
agreements and declarations
are equally relevant.”
Although he admitted
speaking to the press about
the ‘India-China model’ of re-
lations, whereby the Kashmir
issue could be set aside for the
moment, he denied this was
the government’s position. “I
only said people have talked
about this model. I was not

making a policy statement,
which I am not authorised to
do.”

He added that he wished to
tell “our friends in Pakistan”
that “we are deeply commit-
ted to talks on all issues. We
were not in favour of stopping
the trains and planes in
2001...We will discuss every-
thing in a friendly manner”.
However, he called upon Pak-
istan to think again about its
plan to introduce resolutions
on Kashmir at the forthcom-
ing meeting of the Organisa-
tion of Islamic Conference.



_~<Talking terms
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Indo-Pak ties are dogged by a lack of tri%/b
W 'We need to get over this to move on -

FTER some rather sharp pre-di-
logue exchanges, the process of
&omposﬁe dialogue to normalise bi-
lateral relations between Pakistan
.and India appears to be on track de-
splte the change of government in
‘New Delhi. Except for the meetings
‘on restarting the Srinagar-Muzaf-
;farabad bus travel, it was the meeting
:on nuclear CBMs (confidence build-
:ing measures) — scheduled to take
»place in the third week of May — that
thad to be postponed. This became
‘necessary because the Manmohan
‘Singh government was still in the
process of being formed. It is good
that the rescheduling has been given
the priority it deserved so that lost
time could be made up in the weeks
that lead up to the foreign ministers’
meet in August.

But we also need to be pragmatic
and not start killing the process by ove-
rly unrealistic expectations. India-Pak-
istan dialogue has a long history — al-
most as long as the tensions and
conflicts that have marked interaction
between the subcontinental neighbou-
rs. What we tend to forget is the enor-
mous quantum of agreements and co-
nfidence building measures that have
already been agreed to by both sides
over the decades. It is in this context
that both nations need to bear in mind
the reality that the greater the move-
ment toward normal relations, the

greater the scope | fogarriving at mutu- '

13

bilateral relations is as much a lack of
trust — or rather the existence of a
near pervasive mistrust — as the real-
ity of differences and disputes.

For example, the mere mention of
the 1972 Simla Agreement as the ba-
sis of bilateral relations seems to have
raised objections across the border.
But the agreement committed both
sides to meet and discuss the modali-
ties and arrangements for the estab-
lishment of a durable peace and nor-
malisation of relations, including a
final settlement of Jammu and Kash-
mir. It appears that Pakistan was ei-
ther unwilling or unprepared to dis-
cuss the J&K issue. [t was only after
militancy assumed serious propor-
tions in the state in the '90s that Is-
lamabad discovered that Kashmir
was the “core issue” and must be re-
solved first before any normalisation
can be envisaged. In the meanwhile,
the problem is that both sides now
have extremely limited negotiating
space to even move toward a solution
of outstanding issues, especially those
related to J&K. Common sense
would tell us that any negotiating
space would require substantive mu-
tual trust and the reshaping of bilat-
eral relations across the board rather
than holding them hostage to a single
issue, however important it is per-
ceived by one side or the other. Let
both countries then steer ahead in
this process of normalisation through
dialogue — with hope, commitment
and good sense.
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utting the veil back

By C. Raja Mohan

AKISTAN HAS given the new
Congress-led coalition its first
reality check on foreign pol-
icy. After implying in recent
days that he might want to recast the
riegotiating framework with Pakistan
developed by the previous Govern-
ment last January, the External Affairs
Minister, Natwar Singh, has wisely
chosen to signal New Delhi's unam-
biguous commitment to continuity.
Foreign policy, after all, is not a shirt
you discard everyday. Evolution rath-
er than discontinuity, according to
Mr. Singh, is likely to characterise the
approach of the new Government.

In reversing the rhetoric on Pakis-
tan, Mr. Singh has quickly arrested the
potential damage to the fragile peace
process between India and Pakistan.
As his statements on the centrality of
the Shimla Agreement threatened to
bring down the shaky edifice of India-
Pakistan engagement, Mr. Singh had
no choice but make a rapid course
correction. A unilateral attempt to re-
write the previously agreed rules of
engagement with Pakistan would
have created big problems for the
Manmohan Singh Government across
a broad front.

But the questions raised by Mr.
Singh on the relevance of the Shimla
Agreement are not likely to go away.
While it might have been an error of
diplomatic judgment to initiate public
sparring with Pakistan on Shimla, the
substantive questions relating to the
1972 Agreement will continue to
haunt the Congress-led Government’s
negotiation with Pakistan on Kashmir.

Mr. Singh’s denial that he ever
meant that the Shimla Agreement
must be the sole basis for engagement
with Pakistan, will be seen for what it
is — a damage limitation exercise. The
fact, however, is that his remarks can
easily be traced back to the Congress
documents on foreign policy issued
during the elections.

In its manifesto and the vision doc-
ument on foreign policy, the Congress
raised substantive questions about
the India-Pakistan engagement under
the Islamabad framework negotiated
by Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Pervez
Musharraf in January. It implied that
the press statement issued by the two
leaders on January 6 was a departure
from the Shimla Agreement and that
it “reopened the territorial question”
on Jammu and Kashmir.

Congress leaders before and after
the elections hinted that they needed
to review all the agreements signed by
non-Congress governments with Pa-

on

The recent debate on the Shimla Agreement
highlights the importance of preserving certain
political ambiguities about final outcomes even as
a clear road map is laid out.

kistan since 1996, when P.V. Narasim-
ha Rao completed his tenure as Prime
Minister. Complicating matters, the
new leaders also seemed to offer the
so-called “China model” of bilateral
engagement to Pakistan. Implied in
the “China model,” was the Indian
suggestion that Kashmir should not
become the main focus of bilateral
negotiations.

Pakistan, surprised like everyone
else at the turn of the electoral dice in
the Indian general elections, held its
peace for a few days. But once it chose
to respond, Pakistan did not mince
words. From Gen. Musharraf to the
Foreign Office spokesman in Islama-
bad, the message was clear — that the
Shimla Agreement cannot be the sole
basis of bilateral engagement. Islama-
bad also made it clear that

business. But the underlying prob-
lems in India-Pakistan relations re-
vealed by the recent debate on Shimla
are not likely to go away.

For many Congressmen, the Shimla
Agreement is sacrosanct for it was ne-
gotiated by Indira Gandhi after her
finest triumph — the 1971 war against
Pakistan that created Bangladesh.
That sense of Shimla, of course, was
not shared by many of Mrs. Gandhi’s
political opponents. The Jan Sangh,
the earlier incarnation of the Bharati-
ya Janata Party, then argued that India
gave away too much to Pakistan at
Shimla and that Mrs. Gandhi let Zulfi-
kar Ali Bhutto off the hook.

In Pakistan too, there are differenc-
es over Shimla. While many elements
of the political class in Islamabad, in
particular those of the Pa-

the “China model” might WORLD VIEW kistan People’s Party, do

make sense for New Delhi and Beijing,
but that it had little relevance for the
India-Pakistan dialogue.

With the war of words escalating,
the Government fielded the Foreign
Secretary, Shashank, to bring the con-
troversy to a close. In prepared re-
marks to the press on Monday, Mr.
Shashank affirmed that while the
Shimla Agreement remains the bed-
rock of bilateral relations, New Delhi
would “abide” by “all subsequent
agreements and declarations and the
January 6 Joint Press Statement, when
the Prime Minister of India had visited
Islamabad, and after his meeting with
the President of Pakistan.” If there
were any doubts left that the Govern-
ment was restoring status quo ante in
the approach to Pakistan, Mr. Singh
sought to remove them at his press
conference on Tuesday.

But the recent debate on the Shimla
Agreement has some valuable lessons.
It highlights the central paradox in
any peace process — the importance
of preserving certain political ambi-
guities about final outcomes even as a
clear road map is laid out for the jour-
ney. Shredding those ambiguities
could kill the peace process even be-
fore it begins to take off.

Mr. Singh has surely discovered
that attempts to lift the veil on careful-
ly constructed ambiguities in the
agreements between nations is a risky
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claim ownership to Shimla, there are
others who see it as a victor’s agree-
ment that was “imposed” on Pakistan
in 1972. This view is particularly
strong among Pakistan’s armed forces
and Gen. Musharraf has made no se-
cret of his distaste for the Agreement.

He has consistently sought to move
Pakistan away from the political odi-
um that is attached to the Shimla
Agreement. Therefore it was not sur-
prising that Mr. Singh’s statements on
Shimla evoked such intense negative
reaction from Gen. Musharraf. Some
diplomats on both sides see ways of
living with the Shimla Agreement; but
there is one fundamental difference
that marks the Indian and Pakistani
interpretation of the 1972 Agreement.

Article 1(ii) of the Shimla Agree-
ment, the operative part on Jammu &
Kashmir, states that “the two coun-
tries are resolved to settle their differ-
ences by peaceful means through
bilateral negotiations or by any other
peaceful means mutually agreed up-
on between them.” For India, this im-
plied an emphatic focus on
“bilateralism,” which would replace
the previous involvement of the Unit-
ed Nations and other third parties in
the Kashmir question.

While India underlined the first
part of Article 1 (ii), Islamabad high-
lighted the second, which referred to
the option of “any other peaceful

Shimla

b o 1O W\

means.” For Pakistan this implies the
possibility of third party involvement.
India points out that other means
“will have to be mutually agreed.”

Unlike the Shimla Agreement, the
Islamabad framework of Mr. Vajpayee
and Gen. Musharraf is unambiguous-
ly in favour of “bilateralism” on Kash-
mir. It states: “The two leaders are
confident that the resumption of the
composite dialogue will lead to peace-
ful settlement of all bilateral issues,
including Jammu and Kashmir, to the
satisfaction of both sides.”

Some analysts have seen this as the
best formulation on bilateral engage-
ment that India had ever negotiated
with Pakistan. It was based on give
and take: Pakistan has agreed to deal
with Kashmir in a bilateral framework
as well as create a peaceful environ-
ment by ending terrorism and vio-
lence. India in return offered to
negotiate seriously on Kashmir. This
is the political hinge of the current
peace process.

The moment India begins to imple-
ment its side of the bargain, the ghosts
of Shimla will reappear. There is a
strong view in India that Mrs. Gandhi
and Mr. Bhutto had agreed to settle
the Kashmir question with the Line of
Control as the international border.
Gen. Musharraf says he will not ac-
cept territorial status quo as the basis
for a final settlement. No Indian lead-
er, from any party, will offer addition-
al territory in Kashmir to Pakistan.

The character of the final settle-
ment over Kashmir, and the nature of
the linkage between the talks on Kash-
mir and the rest of the relationship,
will be at the front and centre of the
India-Pakistan dialogue as it unfolds
in the next few weeks and months.
The first round of talks between the
two Foreign Secretaries on Kashmir
will now take place at the end of June.

For now, the Government has wise-
ly chosen to put the veil back on
Shimla. That had to be done quickly
to restore the mutual trust and confi-
dence shaken by the recent rhetoric.

But there is a bigger challenge
awaiting the Manmohan Singh Gov-
ernment — to demonstrate serious-
ness of purpose in engaging Pakistan
over J&K, while ensuring that the nor-
malisation of bilateral ties proceeds.

This demands creative diplomacy
and political skill of the highest order.
The recent shenanigans on Shimla
will lock like a minor caper when the
two Foreign Ministers meet and re-
view the peace process in a little over
two months.



" Natwar's proposal on nuclear
moctrlne mnovatwe' Pakistan

/
By B. Muralidhar Reddy ‘(®

{SLAMABAD, JUNE 2. Pakistan has
said that the proposal mooted
by the External Affairs Minister,
Natwar Singh, for a “common
nuclear doctrine” among India,
China and Pakistan was “new
and innovative” and said it
needed further and deeper
examination.

The Foreign Ministry spokes-
man, Masood Khan said that
the issue could be discussed at
the meeting of India-Pakistan
experts on nuclear confidence-
building measures (CBMs) on
June 19 and 20 and at the meet-
ing of the Foreign Secretaries of
both sides on June 27 and 28.

Indications are that Mr.
Singh’s proposal has come as a
surprise as the consistent posi-
tion taken by the Vajpayee re-
gime to suggestions made by
Islamabad for a strategic re-
straint regime was that India’s
defence preparedness was not
Pakistan-centric.

Pakistan does not have a

stated nuclear do nne Howev-
er, the Pakistan President, Per-
vez Musharraf, told a conclave
organised by an Indian maga-
zine in March that his country
did have a nuclear doctrine.
But, he did not spell out the
details.

Observers say that Islama-
bad, an ally which calls itself an
all-weather friend of China,
would not make any commit-
ment on the proposal without
consulting Beijing.

At the talks on nuclear CBMs,
Pakistan could reiterate its sug-
gestion for a strategic restraint
regime. Talks on nuclear CBMs
are a follow-up to the road map
for peace talks worked out by
the Foreign Secretaries in Feb-
ruary. Nuclear and strategic ex-
perts from both sides would
meet to suggest ways to reduce
risks of accidental or unauthor-
ised use of nuclear weapons
and discuss concepts and doc-
trines with a view to elaborating
measures for CBMs in the nu-
clear and conventional fields as
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per the in
Lahore.

At Lahore, both Governments
had committed to “take imme-
diate steps for reducing the risk
of accidental or unauthorised
use of nuclear weapons and dis-
cuss concepts and doctrines
with a view to elaborating mea-
sures for confidence-building
measures in the nuclear and
conventional fields, aimed at
prevention of conflict.”

Right now, the understanding
between India and Pakistan on
nuclear-related issues is con-
fined to exchange of lists of in-
stallations and facilities on the
first day of every year. Both
sides also notify each other in
advance about ballistic missile
tests and military exercises.

Under the road map for com-
posite dialogue finalised by the
both the countries in February,
the Foreign Secretaries would
meet in May/June this year for
talks on peace and security, in-
cluding CBMs and Jammu and
Kashmir.

understanding
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" GETTING IT WRONG

t is unfortunate that a new War of wordsibétween
I India and Pakistan is being played out bdfore the

media. This fresh tension, caused largely because
of misperception and misunderstanding on both
sides, must be contained before it blows out of propor-
tion. It is critical, therefore, that the top political lead-
ership in both countries takes immediate steps to clear
the air and give a fresh impetus to the peace process.
The latest controversy seems to have been created by
Pakistan taking umbrage to the Union minister of for-
eign affairs, Mr Natwar Singh, over-emphasising the
importance of the Shimla Agreement in his conversa-
tions with the media. Mr Singh is believed to have indi-
cated that the dialogue with Pakistan would be within
the framework of the Shimla Agreement. Pakistan
seems to have interpreted the minister’s remarks as
suggesting that that the status quo should prevail in
Jammu and Kashmir. This inference is based presum-
ably on the belief that the prime ministers, Indira
Gandhi and Zulfigar Ali Bhutto, had arrived at a secret
understanding in Shimla to settle the issue of Jammu
and Kashmir along the line of control. Similarly, Pak-
istan reacted strongly to Mr Singh’s assertion that the
China-India model for conflict resolution should guide
India-Pakistan relations. As is obvious, the application
of this model would mean that the issue of Jammu and
Kashmir is kept on the back-burner while relations are
normalized in other areas. QAN £ zvxh

Indeed, Pakistan’s foreign minister, Mr Khursheed
Ahmed Kasuri, was so charged that he declared the
need for a regime of rhetorical restraint in south Asia.
Predictably, Mr Kasuri also asserted categorically that
any solution based on the line of control was not ac-
ceptable, and that the status quo was part of the prob-
lem and not of the solution. In addition, Pakistan’s for-
eign minister also dismissed the idea of the China-
India pattern of normalization being suitable for India
and Pakistan. New Delhi has now reacted by suggest-
ing that Pakistan had deliberately ignored Mr Natwar
Singh’s clear statement that the new government of
India was committed to all post-Shimla agreements
and declarations as well.

This latest heightening of tension is unfortunate
and unnecessary. Misunderstanding and tension have
been generated even before the new government in
New Delhi has got its act together. Nor has there been
any formal contact between Islamabad and New Delhi

“since the elections. It is vital, therefore, that instead of
exchanging views through the media, the political
leadership in India must begin the task of immediate-
ly setting a timetable for the resumption of a dialogue
with Pakistan. It would be useful if New Delhi and Is-
lamabad were to demonstrate sensitivity to each
other’s concerns. Otherwise, given the fragility of
India-Pakistan relations, it would not be at all surpris-
ing if bilateral relations derail once again. It would
then require a tremendous effort to get them back on
track ycé again.
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When in

needs,
Pervez

calls Atal

. N
1\ \bur BUREAU z{ ~~

May 31: At the first hint of heat
in exchange of rhetoric, the
President of Pakistan tenight
called not the current but the for-
mer Prime Minister of India.

Pervez Musharraf spoke to
A.B. Vajpayee to seek his help in
furthering the peace process, a
few hours after the new Indian
government issued its first state-
ment critical of Pakistan.

Musharraf took time off to
call Vajpayee, the architect of
the Srinagar peace process that
led to a breakthrough in India-
Pakistan relations, despite being
caught up in a bombing crisis in
Karachi. (See Page 3)

The President, who shared a
good rapport with the former
Prime Minister even at the hei-
ght of tensions between the two
countries, said Vajpayee should
use his experience for the good of
the people in India, as well as to
improve bilateral ties.

During the 15-minute conver-
sation, both Musharraf and Vaj-
payee stressed that unnecessary
statements should be avoided to
preserve the peace process.

The reference to unnecessary
statements came against the bac-
kdrop of India and Pakistan tak-
ing potshots at each other.

Delhi this evening admonis-
hed Islamabad for “deliberately”
ignoring the intent of foreign
minister Natwar Singh’s rem-
arks on bilateral ties and trying
to create a controversy But it
was quick to add that India re-
mained committed to friendship
and cooperation with Pakistan.

Since assuming office, Singh
has been saying the 1972 Simla
Agreement should be the bed-
rock for bilateral relations. He
also suggested the two sides fol-
low the Chinese model and keep
the most contentious issue of
Kashmir on the backburner till
progress is made on trade and
economic cooperation.

Islamabad has over the last
few days iterated its well-known
position that ties cannot be imp-
roved unless the Kashmir prob-
lem is resolved. Pakistani for-
eign minister Khursheed Meh-
mood Kasuri today urged Singh
to avoid rhetoric on Kashmir
and use statesmanship. “We
should observe (a) rhetoric rest-
raint regime to avoid misunder-
standing...,” Kasuri said in a
statement issued in Islamabad.

Indian foreign secretary Sha-
shank clarified that the mention
of the Simla pact did not mean
subsequent agreements, espec-
ially the Lahore Declaration of
February 1999 and the joint sta-
tement between Vajpayee and
Musharraf earlier this year in
Islamabad, will be ignored.

.




“Pak got it wrong on

Slmla Pact,Jan6’

JYOTI MALHOTRA .
NEW DELHI, MAY 31 q Q

HE Centre today

accused Pakistan of

“deliberately ignor-

ing” remarks by Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister K. Nat-
war Singh and taking them out
of context, even as Pakistan
Foreign Minister Khurshid
Kasuri proposed a “rhetoric
restraint regime” on the part of
both the governments.

“This has worked well in
the recent past and should
work after the transifion of the
Government of India,” said
Kasurisaid. -

Meanwhile, in the wake of
accusations by Pakistan For-
eign Ministry spokesman Ma-
sood Khan — that New
Delhi’s emphasis on the Simla
agreement had “logical faltac-
ies” — - Foreign Secretary
Shashank today in turn ac-
cused Islamabad of “erro-
neous” interpretations.

He insisted that Simla was
the “bedrock” of the bilateral
relationship, but New Delhi
would abide by all “subse-
quent agreements and decla-
rations and the January 6
press statement” between for-
mer PM Vajpayee and Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf.

“We are somewhat sur-
prised at the reactions in Pak-
istan to some of the External
Affairs Minister’s recent artic-
ulations of consistent policies
of the government,” said the

i

Natwar Singh with his Lankan counterpart Lakshman
Kadirgamar on Monday. Express photo

Foreign Secretary, “sugges-
tions or inferences that there
are differences in intent” be-
tween Simla and January 6 are
“obwiously erroneous”.

As the controversy over
Singh’s remarks escalated, the
Pakistani spokesman took pot-
shots at New Delhi, saying it
had still not offered new dates
for talks on nuclear confi-
dence-building measures or a
Foreign Secretary dialogue.

Indian officials insisted
talks on both counts would be
held in June. “We have clearly
laid out a framework for the
composite dialogue in the
coming months. That process
would provide us the opportu-
nity to discuss all these issues
and any unnecessary appre-
hensions in detail,” he said.

And while Shahasank

INDIA! £

R
KPPEYS

asked for keeping the media
out of bilateral negotiations,
saying India’s approach was
one of “friendship and coop- .
eration” and that New Delhi
hoped its “sincerity and seri-
ousness’ would be recipro-
cated by Islamabad, back in
Pakistan, Kasuri said his piece
on the value of Simla and the

‘invalidity of - the “China

model” for Indo-Pak ties.

“If the Simla agreement is
invoked to move forward and
find solutions, then we do not
have any problem. However if
it’s being suggested for the
purpose of freezing the Kash-
mir issue, it will not work or
lead to durable peace in South
Asia...We must use statesman-
ship to resolve all issues. And I
believe we are in the process of
doing that,” said Kasuri.
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~~Ghauri test _
escalating arms

A s

<4\ FACes
né\\ -
BANGALORE, MAY 30. The Union
Home Minister, Shivraj Patil
said today that the testing of nu-
clear-capable "‘Ghauri” missile
by Pakistan was “escalating the
arms race.” “It [Ghauri test} is
escalating the arms race,” Mr.

Patil told reporters here in reply
to a question. “'If they [Pakistan]

are doing it [missile test], well

India will have to take note of
it,” Mr. Patil said,

He said the Government had
taken note of the missile test
and added “we can't be con-
cerned on every issue.”

“Our policy is to strengthen
our country... We have to take
note of it and have to do what
we should do,” Mr. Patil said.

The Minister was on a two-
day private visit here. He visited
Sri Sathya Sai Baba at his White-
field ashram here.

Answering a question,. Mr.
Patil said the Government had
not changed the policy on the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam and that the ban on the or-
ganisation would continue.

“Our stand is already there,
what is there will remain,” Mr.
Patil said. “Tt is Vaiko's view,”
he said, when asked about the
remarks of the Marumalarchi
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
leader, on Saturday that there
was no need for the ban in the
present circumstances. Mr. Vai-
ko was clarifying that he had not
made any demand for lifting the
ban on the LTTE.

Asked whether the Govern-
ment would consider reviewing
the ban, Mr. Patil said “we will
decide whether we will contin-
ue or discontinue...it [ban] is
there now. We have not
changed our policy towards
them [LTTE].” He said the UPA

THE HINDU ?'M.ﬂ" y

Patil

Government would strengthen
laws if necessary.

POTA repeal

On the Prevention of Terror-
ism Act, he said the UPA’s Com-
mon Minimum Programme had
not set a time-frame for its re-
peal and added, in response to a
query, that “if POTA is repealed,
it cannot remain in existence in
Jammu and Kashmir.”

Asked about the message In-
dia is sending to the world by

‘ Shivraj Patil

repealing POTA, he said: “The
international community un-
derstands that we are against
terrorist activities because we
have suffered. Because of our
internal compulsions, if some
modifications are to be done, it
will be done.”

“The international commu-
nity would understand our
stand,” he said.

On the spate of terrorist at-
tacks in Jammu and Kashmir af-
ter the UPA Government took
charge, Mr. Patil said the Centre
would not be bogged down by
the attacks and would fight
them. “You think the Govern-
ment will be afraid of these type
of actions?”’ he asked. — PTI
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 30. There is a sense of un-
ease in Pakistan over comments attributed

| to the External Affairs Minister, K. Natwar

Singh, that India would like Pakistan to em-
[ ulate “Chinese model” in resolution of dif-

ferences even as Islamabad taking every

opportunity to establish contacts with the

new Government in New Delhi at the high:
. est level.

This was evident from two separate de-
velopments.- The Pakistan Prime Minister,
Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali, telephoned the
Prime Minister, Manmohan Singh, as For-
eign Ministry joined issue with Mr. Natwar
Singh on “Chinese model” and that Pakis-
tan should not prioritise Kashmir to the ex-
clusion of all other issues.

On his return from a trip to Saudi Arabia,
Mr. Jamali chose to establish telephonic
contact with Dr. Singh and reiterated his
Government'’s resolve to bring about dura-
ble peace between the two countries and
forge cooperative relations with all coun-
tries of the region. According to a state-
ment, Mr. Jamali told the Prime Minister
that Pakistan sincerely believed that peace
and tension-free relations were important
for the prosperity and progress of both the
countries.

The leadership of both the countries had
to play a vital role in overcoming hurdles
that may come during the process, he said
while adding peace was the need and desire
of the people of both countries. Pakistan
looked forward to an early resumption of
Foreign Secretary level talks so that the
process of dialogue could move forward.

The statement added that Dr. Singh
thanked Mr. Jamali for his letter of felici-
tation and told him that India would move
forward with a positive approach for im-
provement of relations. “We should contin-
ue to move forward with
confidence-building measures as this
would facilitate and pave the way for dis-
cussions on Kashmir,” the Prime Minister
reportedly told Mr. Jamali.

Dr. Singh appreciated Pakistan’s unilat-
eral decision of ceasefire along the Line of
Control which had augured well and said:
“We should continue this” as it helped in
creating an atmosphere for purposeful dia-
logues.

Dr. Singh also lauded Mr. Jamali’s inter-
est in sports and emphasised the impor-
tance of continuing sporting contacts
between the two countries.

Separately, the Foreign Ministry has re-
jected reported comments of Mr. Natwar
Singh on “Chinese model” and argued that

, ‘Chma model not relevant in
wﬁ; ~ India, Pakistan relations’;«

Kashmir issue “cannot be's swept under the
carpet.” A spokesman claimed that the sta-
tus quo on Kashmir dispute was not a solu-
tion rather it would perpetuate the problem
between Islamabad and New Delhi.

“The Indian External Affairs Minister's
talk about the advisability of modelling In-
dia-Pakistan engagement along the lines of
Sino-India negotiations is filled with “log-
ical fallacies,” said the statement.

The spokesman said the Jammu and
Kashmir “dispute” was neither a border is-
sue nor it was about empty spaces, sayipg
the dispute pertains to the aspirations an%
political future of the 13 million Kashmiri
people living in a territory of roughly 85,000
square miles. Thus the two models referred
by India were not comparable, the state-
ment said, adding the Sino-India model
may be good in its own right.

The statement said the Kashmir issue
was not required to look into perspective of
putting the dispute on the backburner or
the front burner, as the underlying object
lesson was that it could not be swept under
the carpet. “The challenge is to inject vision
and statesmanship into the dialogue proc-
ess, invest it with strong political will, and
pursue it on the basis of reciprocity in order
to break the deadlock and find lasting
solutions.”
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T NEWDELHI 23 MAY

HE forthcoming talks be-

I tween India and Pakistan

on May 25-26 in New Del-
hi on nudlear and missile related
confidence-building measures
come six years after the sub-con-
tinent acquired a overt nuclear
profile and are important both
for their political salience and the
grave responsibility that devolves
upon states with nudear
weapons (SNW).

The political import is reflected
in the fact that a new govern-
ment with Manmohan Singh at
the helm has assumed office in
New Delhi on May 22 and this is
the first official interaction with
Islamabad. The current talks will
take forward the Jan 6 Vajpayee-
Musharraf  agreement that
marked the resumption of the
composite dialogue between In-
dia and Pakistan and these offi-
cial level talks will lay the ground
for the next round of talks at the
foreign secretary level.

The Congress, the major part-
ner in the new governing al-
liance, has already indicated that
the fundamental continuity in
India’s foreign and security policy
orientation under the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) dis-
pensation will remain in place
and to that extent the roadmap
agreed to in February between
the two countries will be adhered
to. The core relevance of the May
25-26 talks will be to formally
commit India and Pakistan to a
framework that will nurture
strategic stability between the
two countries that declared their
nuclear weapon capability in
May 1998.

In February 1999, India and
Pakistan signed what is referred
to as the Vajpayee-Sharif Lahore
Dedlaration and the central ele-
ment here was to recognize the
nudear dimension of the securi-

India, Pakistan N-t

ty environment and the added
responsibility this new status im-
posed for the avoidance of con-
flict between the two countries.

In this declaration, the two
sides pledged to “take immediate
steps for reducing the risk of acdi-
dental or unauthorized use of
nuclear weapons and discuss
concepts and doctrines with a
view to elaborating measures for
confidence building in the nu-
clear and conventional fields
aimed at prevention of conflict.”

The MOU attached to the La-
hore Declaration identifies ten
points that both sides agreed to
and significantly nine of them
pertain to the nuclear-missile do-
main that include inter alia ad-
vance notification of missile tests,
nuclear signaling to avoid misin-
terpretation, etal.

However the Lahore bon-
homie was completely negated
by the Kargil war a few months
later and India-Pakistan ties went
into a cold freeze. Kargil was fol-
lowed by the military coup in
Pakistan that brought General
Pervez Musharraf to power in
October 1999 and a new low was
reached in bilateral ties after the
terrorist attack on the Indian par-
liament in December 2001.

Regrettably Pakistan indulged
in nuclear sabre-rattling in 2002
which evoked a robust Indian
rhetorical response, much to the
consternation of the world, and
the anxiety about the lack of nu-
clear stability in the Indian sub-
continent was not unfounded.
The January 2004 thaw between
India and Pakistan was impor-
tant in restoring some semblance
of formal contact between two
nuclear capable states and the
primary objective now would be
to resurrect the spirit of the La-
hore MOU and demonstrate the
sincerity to realize the objectives,
for this will be a long and contest-
ed road to achieve the requisite
degree of strategic stability.

Apart from the formal political
commitment to keep this part of
the composite dialogue goingand
abiding by the tangibles - such as
advance notification of missile
tests and a moratorium on fur-
ther nudlear testing - the dialogue
on doctrinal aspects is vital for the
success of the larger India-Pak-
istan peace process.

India, which is a reluctant nu-
clear power, is committed to the
policy of ‘no-first-use’ and may be
described as the status quo power
- in that it perceives the nuclear
weapon as having only one pur-
pose - namely todeter the nuclear

alks vital for
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weapon of a potential adversary.
Pakistan, on the other hand, has
tended to behave in the manner
of a revisionist power — in that
the Pakistan military which has
control of the nuclear weapon
has tried to use this capability ro
seek tactical or territorial advan-
tage or stoke global anxiety about
South Asia as a nuclear flash-
point. This was evidenced in
1999 and later in 2002 and the
Pakistani penchant to practice
both revisionist and petulant de-
terrence is at the heart of the po-
tential for strategic (nuclear-mis-
sile) instability in the region. This

stab

doctrinal mismatch needs to be
redressed to the mutual satisfac-
tion of both sides and will be the
principal challenge to both coun-
tries.

The current round of talks is
only the beginning - the prover-
bial ‘alaap’ before the main ‘raa-
ga’ orcentral tenor (usingan Indi-
an musical metaphor) is identi-
fied. Both perseverance and quiet
professionalism are called for on
both sides toachieve this.—IANS

(C UDAY BHASKAR IS

DEPUTY DIRECTOR, INSTITUTE
OF DEFENCE AND STRATEGIC
Stupies, NEw DELHY)
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d Musharraf
congratulates.
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Islamabad, May 22 (Agencies):
Pakistani President Pervez Mus-
harraf sent “heartiest congratu-
lations” to Manmohan Singh
today, saying his government
was committed to resolving all
disputes, including Kashmir.

“I wish you a great success in
the fulfilment of your important
responsibilities as well as progr-
ess and prosperity to the people
of India,” Musharraf saidina .
message to the new Prime Minis-
ter. “I wish to assure you of our
sincere commitment to find a
just and peaceful solution of all
outstanding issues including
Jammu and Kashmir,” the Presi-
dent said in a greeting that was
echoed by Prime Minister Za-
farullah Khan Jamali.

¥Please accept my heartiest
congratulations on your assum-
ing the office of the Prime Minis-
ter of India... We in Pakistan
welcome your government’s re-
solve to improve relations be-
tween our two countries,”
Musharraf added.

Jamali said Islamabad was
confident that under Manmo-
han’s leadership bilateral rela-
tions “will continue to develop
and the process of composite di-
alogue for the resolution of all
outstanding issues including
Jammu and Kashmir will be pro-
ductive”.

“I look forward to working
with you towards the realisation -
of the common goal of assuring
peace and progress for the peo-
ple of South Asia,” the Prime
Mihister added.

Musharraf had expected still
to be dealing with Manmohan’s
predecessor, Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee, who was a prime mover be-
hind the peace process.

But the new Prime Minister
votved he would place top priori-
ty en improving ties with Pak-
istan. The neighbours agreed in
February on a basic plan to re-
solve all disputes, including
Jammu and Kashmir.

[Officials of the two countries
are-due to meet in Delhi on Tues-
day and Wednesday to discuss
nutlear confidence building me-
asures, agreed by their foreign
seftetaries three months ago.
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India not to”'

“block Pak’sg

C'wealth return

NEW DELHI, May 21, — India,
which is part of the eight- mem-
ber Commonwealth Ministerial
Action Group (CMAG), the final
arbiter in the matter, will not
oppose Pakistan’s re-entry into
the Commonwealth. Primarily as
a goodwill gesture, indicative of
the thaw in bilateral relations
especially since the beginning of
the year, but also partly because
there is no government to direct
otherwise, sources indicated.

The CMAG is meeting in
London this weekend to consider
the case of Pakistan’s re-entry into
the Councils of Commonwealth,
from which it was expelled after
General Pervez Musharraf seized
power from the elected gov-
ernment of Mr Nawaz Sharif in
October 1999. India, which has ch-
alked out a rough road map for a
composite bilateral dialogue with
Pakistan, also did not oppose Pak-
istan’s admittance to the Asean
regional forum (ARF) this month.

While India does not agree that
democracy has been restored to
that country, it does not want to
be seen as blocking Pakistan’s
prospects with the rest of the
international community.

According to Reuters from
London, the 53-member associa-
tion of mostly former British
colonies is one of the last interna-
tional bodies to hold out against
Pakistan while the USA has sup-
ported the emerging power
thanks largely to its help in the

THE STATESHM AN

Manmohan’s remarks
Su®

very positive: Pak
NEW DELHI, May 21. — Pakistan
today described Prime Minister-
designate Dr Manmohan Singh's
remarks on improving Indo-Pak
relations as “very positive, constructive
and forward-looking” and hoped the
two countries would be able to reach
agreements on Kashmir and other
outstanding issues acceptable to all

“We are encouraged by all the
positive statements by these
{Congress) leaders and we feel that
the dialogue process will continue;
Pakistan's High Commissioner here Mr
Aziz Ahmed Khan told NDTV 24 x 7.

“He (Dr Singh) is a well respected,
well known personality in Pakistan,”
Mr Khan said. — PTI

‘war against terror’.

Don McKinnon, the Common-
wealth Secretary General, said
the Commonwealth ministers
were obliged to base their deci-
sion on the extent of Pakistan’s
democratic reforms, but noted
that ministers were also aware of
the country’s acceptance by other
nations.

Pakistan has in the last few
months been named a major non-
Nato ally, sealed a commercial
pact with the European Union
and joined the ARE

The outcome of the weekend
meeting is far from certain with
several Commonwealth sources
saying the situation looks finely
balanced. One option may be to
readmit Pakistan but with condi-
tions attached.

SN |
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7 .
- India accepts
dates for talks

sman News

NEW DELHI, April 21.— Conveying
a sense of continuing engagement
with Pakistan, despite the ongoing
election process, the government
today okayed a set of dates proposed
by Pakistan for expert-level talks on
nuclear confidence-building measures
(CBMs) agreeing to hold them on 25\

d 26 May. {
an(Pakist;X tonight we&\tnid ﬂ{m

decision to agree to its proposal for
expert-level talks on nuclear confi-
dence-building measures on 25 and 26
May, a report from Islamabad said.
These are very important talks and
Pakistan looks forward to Indian par-
ticipation, Foreign Office spokesman
Mr Masood Khan was quoted by
Radio Pakistan as saying. “We are
happy that India accepted our propos-
als for dates and we are looking for-
ward for fruitful talks,” Mr Khan
said.) ’
India has also conveyed to Islamabad
its readiness to hold a meeting of the
Committee on Drug trafficking and
Smuggling on 15 and 16 June. The
venue for both sets of talks will be
worked out “through diplomatic chan-
nels,” official sources said.

Dates for both the meetings were
proposed by Islamabad, after the
meeting of the foreign secretaries of
the two countries in Istamabad on 18
February. “We have today conveyed
our acceptance of these dates,” the
spokesman for the external affairs
ministry said.

‘Well-deserved win’: Flying for the
first time over India after the two
countries restored air links, Pakistani
Prime Minister Mir Zafarullah Khan
Jamali today congratulated Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee for the “well-
deserved” victory of the Indian crick-
et team.
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" India-Pakis

ONTRARY TO the general

perception, the balance

sheet of the developments

since the India-Pakistan
summit in Islamabad in January is far
from depressing — it is weighted on
the credit side, though the entries in
the debit column are not to be ig-
nored. In other words, the positive
has an edge over the negative. The
two leaders, the Prime Minister, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, and the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf, who
made a new beginning through a
joint statement, had not bargained
for an adverse trend within a matter
of weeks. While its emergence should
be a cause for worry, the peace proc-
ess, happily, has stayed its course. It
is important to have a holistic rather
than a segmented view.

Let us take up the negative factors
first. 1) The two statements by Gen.
Musharraf, one at the India Today
conclave and the other on the Pakis-
tan television, giving what was seen
in India as a unilateral — and, as
such, misleading — interpretation of
the joint statement; 2) the cancella-
tion of the technical-level talks, at
Pakistan’s instance, for a bus service
between Srinagar and Muzaffarabad
in Pakistan held Kashmir; 3) lack of
action to dismantle the terrorist in-
frastructure, notably the training
camps for operations across the Line
of Control; and 4) domestic pres-
sures, tending to force the ruling es-
tablishment in Islamabad to take a
tough line in relation to India.

As against that, the positive factors
or the entries on the credit side are
larger in number and far more signif-
icant. These are: 1) continuation of
the ceasefire along the LoC and the
international border; 2) low level of
infiltration; 3) political consensus in
India in support of the peace process
with Pakistan; 4) muted Indian reac-
tion to Gen. Musharraf’s statements;
5) the Pakistan Government's clarifi-
cation of their President’s remarks; 6)
increase in non-official contacts; and
7) new look at the Wagah border.

This is the situation as of now. The
outcome of the discussions in the
next four months will be crucial. One
of the bilateral contacts, visualised
by the two Foreign Secretaries in
pursuit of the Islamabad joint state-
ment, had materialised. This was be-
tween the top functionaries of the
Border Security Force and Pakistan
Rangers who, apart from discussion
on other issues, decided to give a

THE HINDU

tan peace

By K.K. Katyal

®O-\

In the final analysis, a formidable challenge will

| 0panvés

noticed this development.
In Pakistan, on the other hand, the

perations in the tribal area, to flush

be posed by the dijfer ences on Kashmir. 0\'& K(:litical fallout of the Government's

“friendly” look to the daily exercise at
Wagabh, till now marked by display of
mutual hostility. Another major con-
tact — talks on nuclear confidence-
building measures (CBMs) — is
scheduled towards the end of next
month when the new government
would be in office in India. What
happens at these talks, at the level of
Additional Secretaries, would be im-
portant by itself as well as for setting
the tone for the subsequent contacts
— between the Foreign Secretaries in
July and the Foreign Ministers in
August.

The difficulties in the way of an
agreement on nuclear CBMs are not
to be underestimated. The two sides
will be picking up from the MoU
signed in Lahore in February 1999
during Mr. Vajpayee’s bus journey,
which could not be followed up for
various reasons — chiefly because of
the change of regime in Islamabad
after the military coup. The MoU
sought to address secondary prob-
lems. For instance, it committed the
two Governments to “national mea-
sures to reduce the risks of accidental
or unauthorised use of nuclear weap-
ons under their respective control.”
Also, they agreed to “abide by their
respective unilateral moratorium on
conducting further nuclear test ex-

plosions” — with a caveat that
sought to release them from this
obligation ~when “extraordinary

events have jeopardised the supreme
interests” of either side. On the sub-
stantive aspects, the two sides were
known to hold sharply different
views. Pakistan does not subscribe to
the doctrines, enunciated by India —
of no-first-use of nuclear weapons —
while New Delhi has reservations
about Islamabad’s plea for “strategic
restraint” and its proposal for nucle-
ar-free South Asia. The May-end
round of talks will provide the first
indication of the new Indian Govern-
ment’s style of dealing with Pakistan.
Miracles should not be expected
from the first interaction on the
subject.

Gen. Musharraf’s one-sided inter-
pretation of the joint statement, as
was natural, was received here with
surprise and shock. The talk of the
primacy of the Kashmir issue and his
insistence that there had to be a

19 APR 2004

movement forward on it during the
Foreign Ministers’ meeting for him
to stay in the peace process were re-
garded as an uncalled-for threat, to-
tally out of tune with both with the
letter and the spirit of the joint state-
ment. New Delhi’s reaction was in a
low key not because the political
bosses were preoccupied with the
election but because it wanted to
give Pakistan the benefit of doubt
(seeing the General’s statement as a
response to domestic sensitivities).
The muted Indian reaction led to
helpful second thoughts in Pakistan.
Both the establishment and non-offi-
cial commentators realised that their
side had gone too far — and tried to
restore the balance. This was evident,
on the one side, from the clarifica-
tion by the Pakistan Foreign Secre-
tary, Riaz Khokhar, that no deadline
was sought to be imposed, and, on
the other, from the tenor of non-offi-
cial comments.

Here is a sample from a writer in
Daily Times, ljiz Hussain. Criticising
India for its Pakistan policy and find-
ing justification for Gen. Musharraf’s
fears regarding New Delhi’s “irreme-
diable tendency to sideline Kash-
mir,” he, nonetheless, regards the
President’s statements premature.
“Musharraf,” he says, “is undoubted-
ly a brave man who has taken great
risks on Kashmir in order to get the
dispute settled. Raising the kind of
concerns that he is doing at this stage
could nullify the good work he has
done towards the resolution of the
dispute. If Musharraf persists in his
outbursts, he may be accused of
scuttling the ongoing process. He has
earned kudos from the international
community for his courageous
moves on Kashmir. Let him not
squander them through his impetu-
ous and untimely utterances.”

There is a sharp contrast in the do-
mestic political setting in the two
countries as regards the peace proc-
ess. In India there is a remarkably
high degree of consensus in its sup-
port. This at a time when the inter-
party confrontation is at its fiercest.
The  significance of the all-round
agreement has not been grasped ei-
ther by Pakistan or the world com-
munity and big powers. The great
“facilitator” does not appear to have

t Al-Qaeda and Taliban cadres, has
created a strong compulsion for Gen.
Musharraf to take a tough stance on
Kashmir. This action is extremely un-
popular in Pakistan, with vast sec-
tions, especially the religious parties,
blaming the Government for having
acted at the bidding of the Ameri-
cans. For Gen. Musharraf, there
could not have been a better way of
deflecting the attacks than by taking
a hard line on Kashmir. This theory
has been repeatedly propounded in
the last few days and, as such, there
is nothing original about it. What is
new is the contrast between the sup-
port for the peace process in India
and the pressure exerted on if in
Pakistan.

In the final analysis, a formidable
challenge will be posed by the differ-
ences on Kashmir. The maximum
that India may offer would fall short
of the minimum Pakistan is prepared
to accept. However, the search for a
solution will be facilitated if the two
sides address each other’s concerns.
New Delhi would do well to dispel
the prevailing impression in Pakistan
that India’s view of peace begins and
ends with the CBMs, like the people-
to-people contacts and trade rela-
tions, and does not extend to the res-
olution of the Kashmir problem. On
its part, Islamabad will need to take
credible measures to dismantle the
infrastructure for terrorist oper-
ations. This, by itself, would not set-
tle the Kashmir issue but would go a
long way in removing suspicious. It
would be worthwhile resorting to the
back channel diplomacy of the type
tried in 1998-99, which was inter-
rupted by Kargil. At the same time,
the constituency for peace, which
has emerged as a major positive fac-
tor as a result of increased contacts,
could be extended and strengthened.
Pakistan could have avoided last-
minute cancellation of the talks for a
bus service between the two parts of
Kashmir. When major initiatives are
to be launched, there is no point in
entertaining fears that the bus ser-
vice would weaken Pakistan’s stand,
treating Kashmir as a disputed terri-
tory. These are in-built incentives —
in the current situation, viewed in its
totality — to pursue the peace proc-
ess which could be usefully tapped
by two sides.
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/f’eople s Diplomacy

. \ Pak politicians on Indian_. (s
\\/ ) goodwill mission Qqu' f V\

In this sedson of cricket diplomacy, the news of a
Pakistani political delegation arriving in the country on a
goodwill mission was, perhaps, destined to be a sideshow.
But that shouldn’t detract from the importance of the
visit by a seven-member parliamentary delegation led
by Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) president, Makhdoom
Amin Fahim. The parliamentary contingent, which
arrived in New Delhi at the invitation of a civil rights
campaigner, met and shared notes on issues of bilateral
interest with their Indian counterparts. Kashmir,
expectedly, was among the topics that came up during the
discussions. A meeting with the Left parties stressed the
need for a sustained dialogue and people-to-people con-
tact. As the J&K unit secretary of the CPM, Mohammed
Yusuf Tarigami, pointed out, there was a case for stepping
out of the “rigid frame” to make an honest bid for peace.
A sentiment that the ruling BJP also seems increasingly
to share. The party’s Vision Document has shown a
welcome change in its position on Article 370, which
bestows a special status on J&K. Arriving as the nation
gets ready to go to the polls, the Pak delegation would also
have had a ringside view of our democratic process. Warts
and all, Indian democracy has been like the good old am-
bassador — an aesthetic eyesore perhaps, but solid enough
to carry us on an arduous journey, potholes and all.

For our friends from Pakistan, whose encounters with
democracy have been disappointing, the Indian experi-
ence will, hopefully, prove rewarding. Democracy has
been the centripetal force which has held the hetero-
geneous commonweal together. The presence of a vibrant
civil society, the right to dissent, and the constitutional
guarantees for the minorities, are as much responsible
for ‘India Shining’ as a liberalised economy. It is in the
overall interest of the subcontinent that such a democracy
finds its feet in the neighbourhood as well. Social forces
that open polities nurture and encourage will have a
greater stake in peace. Peace is too important an issue to
be left to the mandarins of the state. Be it visits by politi-
cians or academics or sportspersons, any people-to-people
contact should be encouraged; for that is diplomacy
by other means. Journeys can rectify the distortions of
received notions of history, especially in the case of
people of India and Pakistan who continue to bear the bur-
den of Partition politics. A border-less subcontinent may
be too distant a dream, but it is a dream worth striving for.

—_—
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“Peace process: the bumps ahead

By C. Raja Mohan

ESPITE THE unpreceden-

ted popular enthusiasm on

both sides of the border for

improved bilateral rela-
tions between India and Pakistan,
the peace process has begun to hit a
big bump on the road. While the for-
mal negotiations on the full range of
bilateral issues are a few weeks away,
the answer to an uncomfortable
question can no longer be avoided.
Will the political framework for the
peace process, which was an-
nounced in Islamabad last January
by the Prime Minister, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, and the President of Pakis-
tan, Pervez Musharraf, survive the
scorching summer that lies ahead in
the subcontinent? At the heart of the
challenge to the peace process, no
surprises there, is the question of
Jammu and Kashmir.

The divergence of approach on
Kashmir has already begun to mani-
fest itself in the decision to postpone
official-level talks between the two
sides scheduled for this week on the
launch of a bus service between Sri-
nagar and Muzaffarabad across the
Line of Control. While there might be
polite noises about continuing these
talks in future, it is becoming clear
that Pakistan is not yet ready to soft-
en the LoC and allow movement of
people across the border.

The Indian proposal late last year
for such a bus service had electrified
the people of Kashmir across the
LoC. The inability of Pakistan to
agree to the bus service might be pre-
sented as a disagreement with India
over the modalities of organising
movement of people across the LoC.
India and Pakistan certainly differ on
the kind of documents that the peo-
ple must carry. But at the root of the
disagreement is a political apprehen-
sion in Pakistan. Permitting people-
to-people contact across the LoC,
with all the necessary customs and
immigration formalities, sections of
the Pakistani establishment believe,
will weaken Islamabad’s position
that Kashmir is a “disputed state”
and might make the LoC look like a
regular border.

Even more important, the recent
emphasis by Gen. Musharraf on the
primacy of Kashmir in the Indo-Pa-
kistan dialogue has begun to cast a
dark shadow over the peace process.
In recent remarks, Gen. Musharraf
made it amply clear that the current
bonhomie across the border, rein-
forced by an exciting cricket series,
could easily be reversed if in the per-
ception of Islamabad there is no pro-
gress towards the resolution of the
Kashmir question. The comments
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U\:\[\ Whatever might be the motivations of

Gen. Musharraf, New Delhi must resist the
temptation to press the panic button.

have been downplayed in Pakistan
and made light of in India. But there
is no running away from the fact that
the General has raised fundamental
questions about the future of the
peace process.

“We have to move forward on
Kashmir. We have to resolve it,” Gen.
Musharraf said in a broadcast over
Pakistan Television a few days ago.
“The Foreign Ministers will meet in
July/August. If we don’t move for-
ward, 1 am not in the process,” he
emphasised. These remarks were in-
terpreted in the Pakistani media as
setting a deadline for resolving the
Kashmir question. Pakistani officials
were quick to reject the notion that
the peace process with India was in
jeopardy even before it began to take
off. The Pakistani Foreign Secretary,
Riaz Khokkar, underlined that Pakis-
tan was not setting any

pening the questions about the na-
ture of the linkage between key
issues in the peace process. Most
people believed that they had been

_sorted out in Islamabad.

The joint statement issued in Isla-
mabad on January 6 by Mr. Vajpayee
and Gen. Musharraf had two inter-
connected deals. The first under-
standing defines the relationship
between cross-border terrorism and
India-Pakistan dialogue. At Islama-
bad, the two sides agreed that the re-
newed engagement between the two
countries would take place in an at-
mosphere free of violence. Gen.
Musharraf would take steps to pre-
vent cross-border terrorism. And In-
dia in return would negotiate on all
issues, including Kashmir.

The second understanding is
about the relationship between nor-

malisation of bilateral re-

“deadline” for a solution WORLD VIEW lations and the resolution

to the Kashmir question
and that Gen. Musharraf did not use
the word.

The Indian side, too, was quick to
dismiss the fear that the peace proc-
ess might be in danger. The Deputy
Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, with a
reputation of being a hardliner on
Pakistan, gave the benefit of the
doubt to Gen. Musharraf. He sug-
gested that the remarks might only
be about posturing to the domestic
audience. Sections of political opin-
ion in Pakistan have accused Gen.
Musharraf of softening Pakistan’s
stand on Kashmir.

The Defence Minister, George Fer-
nandes, insisted that the India-Pakis-
tan peace process was moving in the
right direction and that there was no
reason for New Delhi to be perturbed
by Gen. Musharraf's remarks. He
pointed out that aroad map has been
drawn for India-Pakistan engage-
ment, which will address all bilateral
issues, including Kashmir. The Vaj-
payee Government, having taken
credit for engineering a successful
peace process with Pakistan, is in no
position during an election cam-
paign to get into an extended verbal
spat with Gen. Musharraf on what
seem to be disconcerting signals that
Pakistan might be backtracking from
the Istamabad deal.

But the problem arising from Gen.
Musharraf’s remarks is not about set-
ting a deadline for the resolution of
the Kashmir dispute. It is about reo-
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of outstanding issues such
as Kashmir. The joint statement in
January said: “To carry the process of
normalisation forward, the president
of Pakistan and the Prime Minister of
India agreed to commence the proc-
ess of the composite dialogue in Feb-
ruary 2004. The two leaders are
confident that the resumption of the
composite dialogue will lead to
peaceful settlement of all bilateral is-
sues, including Jammu and Kashmir,
to the satisfaction of both sides.”

Both these issues are of crucial im-
portance and both sides have long
argued about them in defining the
parameters of a sustainable peace
process. At Islamabad, India and Pa-
kistan seemed to have found a way to
address them in a reasonable man-
ner. Gen. Musharraf is now suggesti-
ng that this framework could unravel
if there is no “progress” in the resolu-
tion of the Kashmir question. In his
comments to the India Today con-
clave last month, Gen. Musharraf
said the situation could return to
square one, if Pakistan believed that
the movement on. Kashmir was not
adequate.

In other words, violence in Kash-
mir could resume if there is no satis-
faction for Pakistan in the
negotiations. This reinforces the sus-
picion in New Delhi that Gen. Mush-
arraf’s offer to end terrorism was
merely tactical and that Pakistan
would continue to use violence as a
leverage in the negotiations over

R

Kashmir. This would in tur

dia to keep its own cards on the
Kashmir negotiation close to its chest
until the summer months are over,
when infiltration is at its peak.

On the relationship between nor-
malisation of bilateral relations and
the resolution of the Kashmir ques-
tion, the past arguments between In-
dia and Pakistan centred on what
comes first. India used to argue that
normalisation of bilateral relations
must precede the resolution of the
Kashmir question. Pakistan insisted
that improvement of ties could only
follow a solution to what it sees as the
core dispute between the two na-
tions. At Islamabad the two sides fi-
nessed their differences by moving
from the emphasis on sequential
movement to simultaneous progress.

The essence of the understanding
at Islamabad was that both normal-
isation of bilateral relations and the
movement towards the resolution of
the Kashmir question would begin at
the same time. Sane voices on both
sides of the border also believed that
it might not be possible to proceed at
the same pace on all issues. What
was important was movement on all
fronts, a focus on solving problems,
and an effort to address the difficult
issues sincerely.

Gen. Musharraf’'s argument now
that if there is no “movement” on
Kashmir, he will be out of the peace
process runs against that common
sense, which seemed to prevail at Is-
lamabad. This is reflected in the sig-
nals that Pakistan plans to hold back
on the normalisation of bilateral re-
lations — whether it is on trade or
contact between the Kashmiris —
until there is progress, unilaterally
defined by Gen. Musharraf, in the
impending negotiations on Kashmir.

Two factors might be compelling
Gen. Musharraf to backtrack on the
Islamabad framework. One could be
the need to deflect domestic pressure
arising from the controversial mili-
tary operations, under American
pressure, to root out the remnants of
the Al-Qaeda and the Taliban from
Pakistani soil. The other could be a
miscalculation by Gen. Musharraf
that the American decision to desig-
nate Pakistan as “a major non-NATO
ally” has begun to alter the external
environment of the peace process in
favour of Pakistan. Whatever might
be the motivations of Gen. Mushar-
raf, New Delhi must desist from the
temptation of pressing the panic but-
ton. While it must be prepared to
face all eventualities, India must con-
tinue to do its best to sustain the
peace process with Pakistan.
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India, Pakistan put off
talks on bus service

ﬂ y Amit Baruah
NEW DELHI, APRIL 7. India and Pa-

kistan today decided to post-
pone the technical-level talks
on the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad
bus service scheduled to be
held in Islamabad on April 8
and 9, the Ministry of External
Affairs announced.

“After mutual consultation,
technical-level talks on the Sri-
nagar-Muzaffarabad bus ser-
vice scheduled for April 8 and 9,
2004, have been postponed.
Fresh dates would be worked
out through diplomatic chan-
nels,” a Ministry statement
said.

To ensure that the decision

| to put off the dialogue was not

given a negative spin, an identi-
cal statement was released in
Islamabad as well.

This, diplomatic sources
said, was intended to convey
that the decision had the back-
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ing of both the parties.

Asked if this meant that the
Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus
talks would now be held after
the Indian elections, the sourc-
es said this was a distinct possi-
bility.

It would appear that the two

Governments have taken this
step as considerable ground
had to be covered before the
bus service could begin. Pakis-
tan, for instance, had expressed
reservations about the use of
passports as crossing the Line
of Control with passports would
mean that the LoC was as good
as the international border.
" India had proposed a Srina-
gar-Muzaffarabad bus service
on October 22, 2003, as part of a
slew of confidence-building
measures between the two
countries.

The initial response from the
Pakistani Foreign Secretary,
Riaz Khokhar, to this proposal
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was negative, but Mr. Khok-
har’s statement was superseded
by positive remarks made by
the Prime Minister, Mir Zafarul-
lah Khan Jamali, on November
23.

On December 31, after the
positive response from Pakis-
tan, India proposed that talks
on the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad
bus service be held on January
19. But after discussions with
Pakistan, the talks were sched-
uled for late March, and follow-
ing an Indian request, pushed
back to April 8 and 9.

There is little doubt that
there is a world of difference
between running a bus service
between Khokrapar-Munabao,
Delhi-Lahore and Srinagar-Mu-
zaffarabad.

It might be a useful exercise
for both countries to agree on
broad details and logistics be-
fore formal talks are held on the
trans-LoC bus service.




- Pak refuses visas to
Indlan

KOLKATA, April 4, — The Indian
tea industry’s effort to make
inroads into the Pakistani market
through better personal relations
has received a-temporary setback
as Islamabad has refused to grant
visas to a 14-member tea delega-
tion.

The Indian Tea Association was
planning to lead a delegation to
Pakistan from 8 April and had
applied for visas last month.

“We have not been issued visas
and hence are forced to defer the
planned visit to 17 May,” ITA
chairman, Mr C K Dhanuka said.

Mr Dhanuka said they have
been told that Pakistan’s interior
ministry had refused to grant the
visas.

The delegation would hopefully
be able to visit Pakistan from 17
May if it receives visas, he added.

The delegation was part of the
tea industry’s efforts to improve
trade between the two countries,
following better relations, which
had made possible a full-fledged
cricket match series.

-
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The refusal of visa to the tea
dele:gation came within a few days
of the Pak President, Mr Pervez
Mus harraf’s statement that he
would opt out of ongoing peace
initjative if there was no forward
movement on the Kashmir issue.

This could have been the second
high-level delegation, since the
first in August last year.

During the earlier visit, ITA had
signed a memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) with the Pakistan
Tea Association which had agreed
to lift 10 million kg of tea annual-
ly from India,

- o
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delegation

The MoU had resulted in
increased export of Indian tea to
Pakistan to about 6.4 million kg
during January-December 2003
from a low of three million kg in
2002.

“There was about one million kg
of export in January this year to
Pakistan and we hope that during
the financial year 2003-04, there
will be significant increase in total
exports,” ITA secretary, Mr
Monojit Dasgupta said.

A Pakistani newspaper had
reported that there was an over
117 per cent increase in import of
tea from India during the period
April 2003 to February, 2004,

Commenting on the delegation,
Mr Dhanuka said it was a regular
kind of visit. “It is a normal thing
to visit countries which have
tremendous market potential as
this will improve our prospect. We
will meet buyers there through
buyer-seller meets to further
increase exports to that country.”

Pakistan is currently importing a
huge quantity of tea from Kenya
and Sri Lanka despite consumers
there preferring Indian tea, partic-
ularly CTC categories.
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Tndia resents Pak

Prez stateme nts

‘Statements based on presumptions will not help e

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, April 1

DISAPPROVING OF Pak-
istan President Pervez
Musharraf’s remarks on the
peace process, India on
Thursday asked him to re-
frain from making state-
ments on the basis of “pre-
sumptions”, saying this
would not help ongoing ef-
forts.

“Statements based on pre-
sumptions won’t help the
peace process started by
Prime Minister A.B. Vajpay-
ee”, External Affairs Minis-
ter Yashwant Sinha said in
Ranchi, while reacting to
Musharraf’s statement that
he would not be party to the
peace process if there was no
forward movement on the
Kashmir issue by July-Au-
gust this year. “I think we
should wait till August-Sep-
tember when the foreign
ministers of the two coun-
tries meet”, Sinha said.

Officials in both countries
had chalked out a schedule in
February, which would con-
tinue till July-August, he re-
called. “Only after the offi-
cials finish discussions on
many points and meetings by
foreign secretaries there-
after, will the foreign minis-
ters meet. Till then, we
should wait and refrain from
issuing such statements”, he
added.

Deputy Prime Minister
L.K. Advani said Mushar-
raf’s remarks stemmed out
of “domestic compulsions”.
“I think Musharraf’s state-
ment stemmed out of domes-
tic compulsions. But, so long
as he sticks to a course decid-
ed upon at the secretary-level
meeting, there should be no
problem”, he told reporters
in Himmatnagar in Gujarat
on Thursday,

Hoping that differences
between the two nations
would be resolved through

K
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Pervez Musharraf

dialogue, Advani said the
joint statement signed by Va-
jpayee and Musharraf in Is-
lamabad was a landmark
event. At the meetings be-
tween the joint secretaries
and foreign secretaries of the
two countries, it was decided
on how to proceed for a dia-
logue, he said.

The Congress, too, on
Thursday asserted that Pak-
istan President Musharraf’s
reported threat to withdraw
from the Indo-Pak peace
process if there was no for-
ward movement on the Kash-
mir issue would not help the
process and asked the gov-
ernment if it had made any
attempt to find out the
“truth” in the matter.

Terming it as a “serious
matter”, chairman of the
AICC foreign affairs depart-
ment K. Natwar Singh said,
“We wanted to know from
the government if it had
summoned the Pakistan
High Commissioner here in
this regard”.

“We want the Vajpayee
government to explain what
the reality is”, since India
had been making all efforts
for peace and friendship with
Pakistan and Musharraf had
been making controversial
statements. Singh, in this
context, recalled another
such statement by Mushar-
raf at a conclave recently

—

’

that Kashmir was the core
issue. “Musharraf’s atti-
tude will not be helpful” in
carrying forward the peace
process, he said. Ever since
Vajpayee government came
to power six years ago, it
has ‘changed’ its policy to-
wards Pakistan four or five
times”, Singh said.

He agreed with a ques-
tioner that the granting of
non-Nato member ally sta-
tus to Pakistan by the US
would affect the Indo-Pak
peace process.

Advam rules out.'e |
cmeﬁrewﬂh
militants

DEPUTY PRIME Min
ister LK. Advani én
Thursday ruled out
anyceaseﬁrewimmﬂ
itants in Jammu and
Kashmir “There'snot- .
hmgas suchatthemo

ment”, he said when
askeci‘by reporters if
there was the possibil-
ity of a ceasefire in; _
J&K following the
talks with the Hurr
at Conference. ‘Ad:
vani's statement puts
to rest all speculation
that the Centre is con-
templating announc-

ing a step similar to
the Non-Initiation of
Combat . Operations .
during Ramzan in
2001, Hurriyat leaders
had raiseﬁ theissueof
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Pervez threatens
to pull out of W
peace process

A
{

PAKISTANI PRESIDENT Per-
vez Musharraf has threatened
to withdraw from the peace
process if there was no
progress on Kashmir by July
or August.

“We have to move forward on
Kashmir. We have to resolve it. If
we don’t move forward, I am not
in the process, they know that. I
have told everyone that, unam-
biguously. If you think Iam here
to sell Kashmir, you are talking
to the wrong man,” he said on a
state TV current affairs pro-
gramme, aired on Wednesday.

Musharraf’s time limit refers
to when the Foreign Ministers
of both countries are to meet to

Why the K-word?

Agencies
Islamabad, March 31

= US pressure to deliver Al
Qaeda gives him excuse to
seek forward movement on
Kashmir

» Special ally — MNNA — sta-
tus, lifting of sanctions have
emboldened him to harp on
Kashmir once a month

P Or perhaps he’s just lacking
in temperament; at the /ndia
Today conclave he spoke of
“going back to square one”
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(/‘/v'\review the talks that were de-

cided on the sidelines of the
Saarc summit in January.

Musharraf told reporters in
Islamabad that the peace
process should come into full
gear after elections in India.
But he said the Lok Sabha elec-
tions in Jammu and Kashmir
was a “repeat of the drama” (of
Assembly polls) held in the
state last year.

Talking extensively on Kash-
mir, he rejected India’s charge
of cross-border terrorism and
reiterated that militancy in
Kashmir was a freedom strug-
gle. And “Pakistan will not hes-
itate” to provide “moral, politi-
cal and diplomatic support” to
the Kashmiris.

Pakistani officials said
Musharraf’s comments were
an attempt to force the Kash-
mir issue on the agenda as the
two countries prepare to meet
across the table. He was also
seen as assuring domestic crit-
ics that he was not selling out
on the emotive issue.

Former Pakistani foreign
secretary Tanvir Ahmed Khan .
said: “There is a school of
thought that India would nego-
tiate purposefully on trade and
other issues, but just go
through the motions on Kash-
mir. What he probably meant
was he’d like to see some con-
crete results, that the issue of
Kashmir gets firmly embedded
in the forthcoming India-Pak-
istan dialogue.”

Indian and Pakistani offi-
cials held their first peace talks
in nearly three years in Febru-
ary, and agreed on a “basic
roadmap” to resolve a range of
disputes, including Kashmir.




“New ally status might harm

&

US OPPOSITION Democrats have as-
sailed President George W. Bush’s ad-
ministration for granting Pakistan
non-Nato ally status, despite an ongo-
ing probe on possible high-level links
in Islamabad to an international nucl-
ear scam. Democratic party legislators
said Washington should have waited
for the investigations to be completed
before rewarding Pakistan the elite
military status.

The lawmakers grilled John Bolton,
Bush’s point man for arms control, at a
congressional hearing on Tuesday over
the extent of the Pakistan governme-
nt’s involvement in nuclear prolifera-
tion following confessions by its top sci-
entist that he had shared nuclear sec-
rets with Iran, Libya and North Korea.

Bolton told the House that the gov-
ernment was continuing to seek infor-
mation about exactly what Khan’s act-
ivities were. “Do you think the design-
ation of Pakistan as a major non-Nato
ally should wait until we’ve made that
determination?” asked Democrat legi-
slator Gary Ackerman.

Bolton said the granting of the non-
Nato ally status was based on “other
factors”, apparently referring to its co-
operation in hunting for al-Qaida me-
mbers. He said the US would take acti-
on if it had information about compli-
city of top levels of the Pakistani gov-
ernment.

Meanwhile, prominent US Congress-
man and founder of India Caucus Fra-
nk Pallone has described the new major
non-Nato ally status to Pakistan as inco-
nsistent with American policies in Sou-
th-East Asia and expressed fears it cou-
1d seriously erode the newly improved
ties between New Delhi and Islamabad.

Agence France-Presse
Washington, March 31

¥ 2\

A PENCHANT FOR TROUBLE: US
President George Bush walks to the Oval
Office, White House, on Wednesday on
his return from a trip to Wisconsin.

Pallone warned that if the floodgates of
military aid were reopened through the
MNNA device, it would seriously im-
pact efforts to normalise relations on
Prime Minister Vajpayee’s initiative.
The concerns were expressed by Pal-
lone and 30 colleagues in a joint state-
ment in the House of Representatives.
“...Pakistan has a history of abusing
military and nuclear equipment, and
yet we’re allowing them to have access
to depleted uranium ammunition, spe-
cial privilege in bidding for certain US
government contracts, radar systems,
attack helicopters and airborne early
warning systems”, Pallone said.

Indo-Pak ties, says US Opp

Now, an India caucus
inthe US Senate

S. Rajagopalan
Washington, March 31

A HIGH-PROFILE India caucus has
been formed in the US Senate capping
years of lobbying by Indian Ameri-
can groups and quiet diplomacy by
the Indian establishment.

‘Friends of India’, as it will be call-
ed, the bipartisan caucus will be co-
chaired by John Cornyn, Republican
Senator from Texas, and Hillary Clin-
ton, Democratic Senator from New
York.

Its declared mission is to promote
greater understanding and coopera-
tion between the US and India.

Eighteen senators have signed up
so far and more are expected to join
by the time the new group is formally
launched in late April.

Those who have joined include
Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist and
Senate Minority Leader Tom Das-
chle. Much of the credit for setting up
the caucus goes to Senator Cornyn,
who made the surprise announce-
ment at a Capitol Hill reception host-
ed by the American Association of
Physicians of Indian Origin on Tues-
day.

Cornyn, Indian American sources
said, had been charged up on this
score ever since his visit to India in
January. The Senator wanted to do so-
mething “because of the incredible
experience I had in India and because
of the importance of US-India rela-
tions”.
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NEW DELHI, MARCH 29. A Parlia-
mentary delegation from Pakis-
tan led by the Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP) president, Makh-
doom Amin Fahim, today held
a meeting with prominent Left
party leaders and exchanged
views on issues of bilateral
interest.

The Kashmir issue was invar-
iably the subject of discussion
with the Left party leaders
maintaining that the problem
needed to be addressed taking
into consideration the views of
all sections of the people in
Jammu and Kashmir and that it
could not be solved through a
democratic process in New
Delhi alone.

Addressing the seven-mem-
ber delegation from PPP, the
CPI (M) Politburo member,
Prakash Karat, said that even
when relations between India
and Pakistan had taken a
downturn, the party had advo-
cated the need to continue dia-
logue and allow
people-to-peoplé contacts.

The party’s view on the im-

nce of Article 370 of the
titution, which bestows
special status on J&K, was also
reiterated.

He said the Kashmir problem
should be addressed by India
and by the people of the State.
There was sufficient democratic
pressure in the country to deal
with the aspirations of the peo-
ple there, he added.

Commenting on the situa-
tion in Pakistan, he said the CPI
(M) was aware of the kind of
system there and the struggle
for democracy that was still go-
ing on.

Echoing' similar views, the
CPI national secretary, D. Raja,
emphasised that the Kashmir
problem should be resolved
without any “third party media-
tion.”

He said attempts to interna-
tionalise the situation would
not be in the interest of either
India or Pakistan.

The CPI (M) Jammu and
Kashmir unit secretary, Mo-
hammed Yusuf Tarigami, MLA,
who organised a luncheon
meeting with the delegation,
said there was a need for politi-

Wakistan MPs discuss
7> Kashmir with Left parties

By Our Special Correspondent 06;0

cal parties to take a leading role
instead of leaving the issue to
the ruling parties. He suggested
that it was time to “step out of
the rigid frame and make an
honest attempt to restore
peace” in the troubled State.
Mr. Tarigami said the Kashmir
problem should be seen in a
broader perspective and it
should be turned into a move-
ment for peace instead of leav-

‘ing it to those with “vested
-interests.”

Earlier, Mr. Fahim said that
improvement in ties between
New Delhi and Islamabad was
good. He emphasised the need
to live in peace. People of both
sides should have equal partici-
pation for the resolution of the
Kashmir problem, he added.

The Pakistan delegation, vis-
iting India at the invitation of
Nirmala Deshpande, president
of the Association of Peoples of
Asia, includes Nafees A. Siddi-
qui, Mohammed Yousaf Talpur,
Fozia Habib, Chaudhary Man-
zoor Ahmed, Senator Anwar
Baig and the former Pakistan

Foreign Minister, W

THE HINDU

30 MAR 2004

Ahmed.
=



/Let’s talk, PM tells Pakistan

Sudesh K Verma in Amritsar

March 26. — The Prime Minis-
ter today described his recent
initiative for peace with Pakis-
tan as the third and last, and
called upon Pakistan to resolve
the Kashmir issue through
dialogue.

“Kashmir per aap daav lagate
hain. Aiye baat karen. Aur koi
raasta nahin (You stake claim
on Kashmir. Let us talk. There
is no other way out),” Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee said at a rally
while welcoming Deputy Prime
Minister Mr LK Advani’s
Bharat Uday Yatra, whose first
phase ended today.

The Prime Minister compli-
mented Pakistan for reciprocat-
ing his peace initiative, saying
that it needed two teams for a
game and two countries for

peace. He e pressed tﬁ /m

that a lasting peace could be
found this time. “The dangers
of war will no longer be there
and there’ll be peace and bro-
therhood,” he said. Citing the
example of Indo-Pak cricketing
ties, he said when they were
being resumed some people
had expressed apprehension,
but “I said kuch nahin hoga and
players would return happily.”

He described the Kargil in-
cursion as “betrayal” but point-
ed out that the government had
succeeded in sending the Pakis-
tani army packing and getting
every inch of occupied land va-
cated. The USA wanted India
to consider the proposal for
partial withdrawal by Pakistanis
and full withdrawal later. “We
had rejected it.”

Mr Vajpayee’s tough talk ca-

1
me in the conte'?t’k is state-
ment that the NDA had never
compromised on national inter-
ests and would not do so later.

Pakistan, he said, should know
that it had not succeeded in get-
ting an inch of Indian territory
through war. Instead it lost
Bangladesh. “There is no point
in fighting. We want peace. Why
should public money be spent on
buying arms?”

Mr Vajpayee said he was con-
fident that the NDA “will win,
but the decisions will have to be
taken by you... What will be the
results I don’t know.” However,
he asked people to vote on the
basis of the NDA's performance
during the last six years.

He asked farmers to be ready
for another Green Revolution
in which scarce crop would be
grown.
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By Our Special Correspandent

CHANDIGARH, MARCH 25. The
Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Ad-
vani, today expressed joy over
the victory of the Indian cricket
team in the one-day series
against Pakistan and said that
the ongoing cricket tour had
generated “tremendous inter-
est” in the subcontinent. “It is a
small but an important step in
restoring normal relations be-
tween India and Pakistan,” he
told newspersons here.

Mr. Advani said he had spo-
ken to the Cricket Board presi-
dent, Jagmohan Dalmia, and
captain Sourav Ganguly on

Wednesday and congratulated
them.

He said the joint statement
by the Prime Minister, Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee, and the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf, in
January “has established a
framework for a meaningful
dialogue between the two coun-
tries.”

“Particularly satisfying is the
commitment of President
Musharraf to prevent Pakistani
territory and territory con-
trolled by Pakistan from being
used to wage terrorist attacks on
India.” Harmony between' the
two countries will have a “tre-
mendous bearing” on peace in

Jammu and Kashmir and “good
Hindu-Muslim relations” in the
country.

Reiterating his allegation that
the Congress was “exploiting”’
Muslims, Mr. Advani said that
since Independence, the com-
munity has been exposed to a
sustained campaign of hate
against the Jana Sangh and the
BJP. “Our political opponents
painted us as ‘anti-Muslim’ in
the very same way the Muslim
League depicted the Congress
prior to 1947. A reason for
arousing fear in the minds of In-
dia’s Muslim minority was to
perpetuate vote bank politics.”

Mr. Advani said that since

‘Political contest already won’

By Sarabjit Pandher

JALANDHAR, MARCH 25. Amid unprecedented secu-
rity arrangements and protests by activists of
the Shiromani Akali Dal (Amritsar) and radical
Sikh organisations, the ‘Bharat Uday Yatra’ of
the Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, crossed
into Punjab today.

Mr. Advani resumed his cross-country jour-
ney this morning after a night halt in Chandi-
garh. The yatra, which has now completed 16
days, will culminate in Amritsar at a public rally
tomorrow, after having traversed a distance of
8,000 km.

Amid threats from the Akali Dal (Amritsar),
whose president, Simranjit Singh, has been de-
tained, the State police laid out an elaborate ar-
rangement of security. At most towns through
which the yatra passed, marketplaces were
clo;ed and traffic were either diverted or stop-
ped.

Despite the security dragnet and a major
crackdown since yesterday, activists of the SAD
(Amritsar) staged protests at Khumanon, Sam-
rala and on the outskirts of Ludhiana city. They
waved black flags and carried placards which
said “Advani go back” as Mr. Advani’s entourage
passed by. Police resorted to the use of force at
Ludhiana. About 500 persons were said to have
been detained at different places. Along the
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route, Akali-BJP activists organised street-cor-
ner meetings.

The former Deputy Speaker and senior BJP
leader from the city, S.P. Gossain, accused the
Congress State Government of conspiring to
prevent the event from becoming a success.

In his short addresses from the rooftop of his
‘rath’, Mr. Advani profusely mingled similes
from the on-going cricket season to predict the
results of the “political match” between the NDA
and its opponents. He said that even before the
first ball was bowled the match had been decid-
ed, as the country wanted Atal Bihari Vajpayee
to retain the position of Prime Minister. He
promised that soon all the six lakh villages of the
country would be connected by road and would
have proper facilities for health, education and
drinking water. Mr. Advani urged Punjab to re-
claim its number one position in the country,
which according to him had reached the “take
off stage” under the stewardship of Mr. Vaj-
payee. It was his desire to see India as the top
country of the world and Punjab return as In-
dia’s crowning glory. He said Punjab would soon
be relieved of the “bekar sarkar” (useless State
Government), while calling for a “decisive ma-
jority” instead of a “simple majority.”

The Akali Dal president and former Chief
Minister, Parkash Singh Badal, joined the yatra
at Jalandhar.
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Cricket tour will help
- restore ties: Advani
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1947, the Congress has viewec
the Muslim community as ¢

“block vote” and “developed ¢

vested interest in keeping thermr
backward, frightened anc
aloof.” It also encouraged the
most regressive forces in Mus-
lim society and prevented the
community from sharing the
benefits of economic develop-
ment, he said.

Muslim women, in particular,
had suffered the most from the
“cynical vote bank politics of
the Congress.” The reversal of
the Supreme Court judgment in
the Shah Bano case was a “well-
known example” of the “double
standards of the Congress.”

“Equally notorious was the
complicity of the Congress and
the CPI(M) in attempting to
statutorily disinherit women in
Jammu and Kashmir for marry-
ing a non-State subject.”

During his ongoing Bharat
Uday Yatra, he had detected “an
open mindedness” on the part
of Muslims towards the BJP. “All
over the country various Mus-
lim leaders have joined the BJP.
Others have expressed their
support for the NDA and Mr.
Vajpayee.”

“A greater willingness of the
Muslim community to engage
with the BJP stems from our six-
year record.” He said the Mus-
lims had a major role to play in
making the country a developed
economy and a global power by
2020. “And I believe the NDA
under Mr. Vajpayee can be the
facilitator of this process.”

On the Ayodhya issue, Mr.
Advani reiterated that the Gov-
ernment had been attempting
over the past six months to find
a negotiated settlement with
the help of the Kanchi Sanka-
racharya and the Dalai Lama. “A
settlement  involving  both
Hindu and Muslim representa-
tives is the most desirable way
to resolve the matter.”
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Feel good crosses LoC,

~ Pak puffs up its

hi shell-shocked by US move to label Pak non-NATO ally

By Siddharth

Varadarajan/TNN

New Delhi: The American
designation of Pakistan as
a ‘major non-Nato Ally’
(MNNA) Thursday morn-
ing caught India unawares,
and sent the external af-
fairs ministry - more used
to basking in the glory of its
strategic partnership with
the US - quite literally reel-
ing. There was no official
reaction but by evening,
when the ‘feel bad’ mood in
the government became ob-
vious, the US embassy sent
its number two man, Robert
Blake, to do some firefight-
ing in South Block.

The announcement was
made by US secretary of
state Colin Powell at a
press conference in Islam-
abad. “I advised the foreign
minister (of Pakistan) this
morning that we will also
be making notification to
our Congress that we will
designate Pakistan as a
major non-Nato ally for
purposes of our future mil-
itary-military relations”,
he said, adding, “President
Bush and the American :
people appreciate the sacrifices Pak-
istan already has made to keep us all
safer from terrorism”.

“The timing is bad”, a senior Indi-
an official told The Times of India,
admitting that Powell gave no indi-
cation of the proposed decision in

Implications

Why Now?

Pak has stepped up
operations against Al Qaida
and Taliban. US says
alliance with Pak crucial for
winding the war on igrror

NATOral
Allies

What about Khan?

his meetings with Prime Minister
Vajpayee and external affairs minis-
ter Yashwant Sinha on Tuesday.
Pakistan will join the list of MN-
NAs - which includes Israel, Egypt,
Japan, South Korea, Australia, New
Zealand, Jordan, Argentina,

THE TIMES OF INDIA 2, e »
| Me

Analysts say it is simply
‘recognition of reality’. But
govt is upset by the timing

‘China is cool..
‘All-weather’ Sinp-Pak ties
will not be dented: Beljing

I 4 @7
chest

Bahrain, Thailand and the
Philippines - 30 days after
Bush notifies Congress in
writing. “In legal terms, [
don’t think MNNA status
will add much to what the
US is already doing for Pak-
istan”, the official said,
“but it has very strong po-
litical significance both do-
mestically, in Pakistan, and
in terms of the US admin-
istration’s future ability to
secure various things for
Islamabad from Congress”.
“All told”, he said, “this isa
label that Pakistan will
wear proudly”.

The MNNA label is large-
ly symbolic but it does im-
ply a close relationship be-
tween the armed forces of

Pak becomes eligible for Powell says it's Pak's the US and the designee.
priority delivery of US “internal ¥natter”, butadds ~MNNAs do not enjoy the
defense material, despite - that worrying questions same .fc"“t“al detfence and
concerns abgutﬂs need 10 be answefed security guarantees as ac-
nuclear programmes An g st for Delhi. tual members of Nato but

4 there are a number of tan-

gible military benefits.
These include priority
delivery of the US mili-
tary’s “excess defence arti-
cles”, the right to purchase
deadly Depleted Uranium
anti-tank armour, as well as
participation in cooperative
military R&D projects. Asan MNNA,
Pakistan will also become eligible for
the expedited processing of export li-
censes for commercial satellites -
something the US is only still prom-
ising to consider doing for India.

» Related reports on Pages 10 & 15
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| ﬁ FTER two nerve-wracking
and tall scoring contests, it
was the lads day out on
Wednesday. And the boys got a
chance to have insights from a head
of state on their game. Pakistani
president General Pervez Musharraf
played knowledgeable host to both
the cricket teams at a high tea at his
residence on Wednesday.

Considering that the trip has its
roots in friendship, it’s obvious that
even heads of state have to take time
off for the cricketers, even when
someone like US secretary of state
Colin Powellisin town.

It was a warm encounter and the
players came back impressed that
the Pakistani president is a knowl-
edgeable cricket fan who also follows
the game with avid passion. He re-
ferred to all the stats with military

precision. According to those pres-
ent, the general lauded Mohammad
Kaif for the running catch that al-
tered the course of the Karachi
game. He also praised Romesh
Powar and L. Balaji for the way they
batted in the last overs last night.
Quite clearly, courage and defiance
rank high on his list of qualities.

The great maestro Sachin Ten-
dulkar was also appreciated for
crossing the 13,000-run landmark as
was Pakistan skipper Inzamam-ul-
Hagq for his great Karachi knock.

The president’s handshake with
Prime Minister Vajpayee at the Saarc
conference in Kathmandu had
made great news some years ago. So
naturally, there was quite an ele-
ment of curiosity about it. “It’s the
handshake of a positive man,” said
someonc privileged enough to have
shaken the head of state’s hand on

Goopwiit GesTure: Sourav Ganguly presents a bat autographed by Indian Wednesday.
cricketers to General Pervez Musharraf in Islamabad on Wednesday. ~AP Meanwhile, amid the feel-good

 liance Plans 0] Party Come Unstuck o % Lc?

‘BSP finally
says no
to Cong

_Our Political Bureau

NEW DELHI 17 MARCH

NDING days of uncertainty, the
Bahujan Samaj Party has finally

tumed down a proposal for a pre-poll
alliance from the Congress in the politically-
crucial state of Uttar Pradesh, lending a se-
vere blow to Ms Sonia Gandhi’s coalition-
building plans. BSP chief Mayawati on

including 75 from Uttar Pradesh, while
keeping a decision pending on five con-

. stituencies, including Lucknow, from
where Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee

" is trying his luck for the sixth consecutive
term and Akbarpur, the seat held by Ms
Mayawati before vacating it to take over the
reins of the state in May, 2002,

The party simultaneously came out with
its clection manifesto, a practice which had
been abjured so far on the ground thatit was
partofa “Manuwadi” system. It underlined
the party’s commitment “to eliminate the
socio-economic inequalities prevailing in
the country and to transform the "Bahujan
Samaj,” which had been at the receiving end

f a"Manuwadi’ system, into a prosperous
mnd powerful community.”

Besides Uttar Pradesh, Ms Mayawati
anded out a list of 21 candidates from
ladhya Pradesh, 9 from Haryana, 5 from
unjab, 14 from Rajasthan, 38 from West
«ngal and 37 from Bihar. The party also
amed its nominees for all five seats in Ut-
tanchal and the lone Chandigarh seat.

e BSP plans, she announced, to contest

me 325 seats all across the country.

The development is certain to come as a
sig relief to both the BJP and the Samajwa-
ii Party, which had been watching the Con-

ss-BSP alliance talks with trepidation.

Wednesday released a list of 205 candidates,

i

Reapy For Battie: Mayawati reieases the BSP
manifesto in New Delhi on Wednesday. — AP

JMM also
stays cool

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 17 MARCH

Sif the formal announcement of the
ABSP going it alone in Uttar Pradesh

was notenough, there was more bad
news in store for the Congress — this time
from Jharkhand. The Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha (JMM), which too was being
wooed by the principal Opposition party,
has, forall practical purposes, decided to lim-
it its alliance options to the CPI, turning
down the overtures being made by the Con-
gress-RJID combine.

Talks between the two sides broke down
on Monday, after the Congress refused to
concede the JMM’s demand to relinquish its
clairns on Rajmahal and Koderma, the two
seats held by the Congress in the outgoing
Lok Sabha. There are altogether 14 Lok Sab-
ha constituencies in the state. While the
JMM was represented in the talks by its chief
Shibu Soren, his son Durga and the party’s
legislative wing leader Stephen Marandi,
the Congress team was led by Mr RK.
Dhawan and Mr R.K. Anand. The JMM
leaders had met Congress president Sonia
Gandhi a day carlier.

hoopla about cricket being the win-
ner, and off-field bonhomie, Team |
India’s CEO Saurav Ganguly is facing
a few problems. And as was almost
to be expected, he obliquely hinted
at a problem with local hero Shoaib
Akhtar’s bowling action.

For the sake of political correct-
ness, Ganguly avoided a direct refer-
ence to Shoeaib’s action, but then,
created enough room for doubt at
last night’s post-match press do.
When asked to comment on the
speedster’s bowling, Ganguly simply
asked: “Aren’tall of us seeing that on
television?”

The more immediate problem on
hand for the skipper is the drought of
ODI centuries. With a tally of 22
tonnes, he’s only No. 2 to Ten-
dulkar’s No. 1. But the fact is, he got
most of those hundreds while open-
ing the account for India. “That used
to give me the required time to build
the innings,” he admitted.

Exit polls issue will be

re-examined, says CEC

Our Political Bureau
" NEW DELH! 17 MARCH

OTWITHSTANDING the
|\| Supreme Court’s view,

laid downina September
1999 order, that the Election
Commission has no jurisdiction
to issue guidelines on publica-
tion/telecast of opinion and exit
polls, Chief Election Commis-
sioner T.S. Krishnamurthy on
Wednesday said the poll panel
would re-examine the issue in

the light of fresh demands that MEeN IN THE MIDDI.E Chief Election Commissioner T.S. Krishnamurthy,
the print and electronic media be ~ flanked by election commissioners B.B. Tandon (left) and N. Gopalswamy
restrained Irom disseminating re-  (right), addresses the press in Raj Bhawan on Wednesday. — Subhajit Pal

sults of exit polls until the com-

pletion of last phase of the com- “But we had to withdraw our Stating that the commission
ing Lok Sabha election. reference to the Supreme Court  had also received petitions from
“EC was certainty keen that it as we had found that it may not  some other political parties urg-
(exit poll resultsy should not  be possible to enlorce it,” he said  ing it to impose the said ban, the
come ull the last phase of elec-  whenaskedtospellthc ECsview  CECsaid: “We shall re-examine it
tion. Some years ago EC had  onademand by the CPI(M) fora  in the light of the Supreme Court
gone to the Supreme Court on  banon publicationandtelecastof  pronouncements and convey
this issue,” he recalled ata press — exit polls results until the end of — ourdecision soon,” the chiefelec-
conference in Kolkata. lastphascofa staggcrcd election.  tion commissioner added.

CPM ready to sleep with
enemy, at the Centre

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELH! 17 MARCH

HE CPM on Wednesday placed on record its

I willingness to join a “secular” government at
the Centre. The Left party, which is fighting a

bitter battle with the Congress in its strongholds, on
Wednesday formalised its curious “enmity at the
states and friendship at the Centre” line when it ex-
pressed its willingness to be partof a “secular” gov-
ernment. Admitting that the Lelt alone cannot
achieve the aim ol bringing down the NDA govern-
ment, the CPM said no single party can manage it
onits own to bring a change in the existing “coali-

tion of [orces”. Communist Maniresto: CPM feaders release the party
The 32-page manifesto, which unleashed an at- manifesto in New Delhi on Wednesday. ~ AFP

tack on the policies of the BJP-led government, let

olf the Congress with a mild rebuke. Itsaid the main - where it has significant presence, the CPM said it
Opposition party was also guilty of advocating eco-  was open to cooperation with all “Left democratic
nomic policies of privatisation and liberalisationon  and secular forces”. Politburo member Prakash
the lines of the BJP. Karat described the BJP's allics as a “mere cover” for

Having refused to join a pre-poll front led by the - BIP rule and said the saffron party was an instru-
Congress due to compulsions in the three states  mentto fulfil the aims of RSS.

!
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TEA TO TANGO: Gen. Pervez Musharraf with indian cricketers in Islamabad on Wednesday. — AFP

/' TEAM INDIA: CAUGHT & BOWLED PERVEZ

ISLAMABAD, March 17.—
Deft at tackling top world
leaders, Gen. Pervez Musha-
rraf today clean bowled the
Indian cricketers as well,
showering praise on Sachin
Tendulkar's batting skills and
Lakshmipathy Balaj's biitzkrieg
against speed-king Shoaib
Akthar in yesterday's match.
The occasion was a ted rebep-.
tion the President hosted for -
. the Indian and Pakistani
cricketers at the Banquet Hall
in the Presidential mansion.
The cricketers were ushered
L into the omate aiwan-i-sadar
- hall, where Gen. Musharraf,
dressed in his usual battie
fatigues, shook hands with each
| of them. He pleasantly sti-
prised them by recalling some
of their best performances.
Gen. Musharraf, who watched
yesterday’'s match at the Rawal-
pindi Stadium for over two
hours, had special praise for
Tendulkar's century. He also
recalled some of the master
blaster's previous innings. The
Indians, in & fitting gesture,
presented a bat autographied
by the entire team to.the Pre-
sident. '
The Indian and the Pakistani
3 Squad iater attended a recep-
 tion hosted by the Indian high
commissioner, — PTi

SC sets stage for cricket telecast on DD

NEW DELHI, March 17. — The Su-
preme Court (coram, Khare, CIJ.
Hegde, Kapadia, 1J) today directed
Ten Sports to give live feed of the en-
tire Indo-Pak cricket series to Door-
darshan. Prasar Bharati was asked to
telecast the matches along with the
Ten Sports logo and advertisements
during the entire match and also 30
minutes before and after the match.
It also asked Prasar Bharati to de-
posit Rs 50 crore with the court to

THE STATESMAN

cover the financial losses, if any, suf-
fered by Ten Sports’ distributors in In-
dia, Taj India Pvt Limited, and the
sole holder of the telecast rights in In-
dia, Modi Entertainment.

Prasar Bharati was also asked to en-
sure that the satellite footprints don’t
cover West Asia, and if technically
possible, the Far East. The final hear-
ing is on 15 April.

Appearing for Taj India Pvt Limited

— the InWrm of Taj Entertain-
A o

16 Mip M)

ment, Dubai — counsel Mr Kapil Sibal
rejected all claims of DD over the tel-
ecast rights. “The original feed is from
Pakistan, rights of which have been
sold to the Dubai-based Taj Entertain-
ment. This is turn in being beamed via
the PansatTen to India,” he stated. He
also rejected any financial settlement
with DD over the rights, saying the los-
ses can’t be computed. Mr Harish
Salve, representing Modi Entertain-
ment, backed the claim.

The court, however, rejected their
stand, saying accounting methods have
improved significantly to make this
possible. Modi Entertainment also'of-
fered to have the matches telecast free
through 200 Low Power Transmitjers
of DD and the rest via cable. But the
government said it would not be feasi-
ble to do so, and that it would deprive
a huge chunk of viewers from seeing
the matches. — SNS ~
DD may bill Ten its losses, page 4




TIndia will not crack

WTO Whi on

INDIA HAS ruled out moving to the
World Trade Organisation against
Pakistan for not granting it Most
Favoured Nation (MFN) status and
said it wanted Islamabad to do so
without any “external pressure.”

India does not want to file an ap-
peal in WTO against Islamabad for
not granting MFN status to New Del-
hi, Indian High Commissioner to
Pakistan Shivshankar Menon said
yesterday at the Islamabad Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (ICCI)
here while speaking on ‘Pak-India
Trade: Its Present and Future.’

“We want Islamabad to do it with-
out any external pressure,” he said.
India has already granted MFN sta-
tus to Pakistan and other SAARC
members. He urged Pakistan to re-
spond positively to India’s gesture as
trade relations through MFN has the
potential to boost the trade to $6 bil-
lion a year. “Islamabad’s move to a
negative list from the current posi-
tive list system, if that were to hap-
pen, I am sure that our existing com-
plimentaries will create several op-
portunities for businessmen from
both the countries,” he said.

Menon, who has been addressing
several Pakistan trade bodies in the
aftermath of meeting between Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee and
President Pervez Musharraf on the
sidelines of SAARC summit held in
January here said opening of direct
bilateral trade on MFN basis would
result in the expansion of the two-

Pak

L M(vi\io

’3
Shivshankar Menon

way trade to the tune of six billion
within a year or so.

To another question, Menon said
Pakistan might not become a mem-
ber of Bangkok agreement until it ac-
corded MFN status to all member
countries, including India.

He said granting of MFN status to
member countries was the major
condition under the agreement.
Menon said the present atmosphere
of friendship and warmth between
two countries can be utilised for
transforming the economies for the
benefit of the people.

He said Pakistan could export raw
cotton, hides and skins, edible oil,
nuts, metal, precious and semi pre-
cious stones to India while New Delhi
could export iron ore and pig iron;
medical and pharmaceutical prod-
ucts and chemicals to Islamabad.

PTI, Islamabad



4 ff‘kiﬁa“ regrets India’s reaction
57"V to Musharraf's statement ‘0 /‘é

_ By B: Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MARCH 15. In a
cautious reaction to the Indian
riposte to the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf’s
statement on the centrality of
Kashmir for betterment of
relations between India and
Pakistan, Islamabad said it
“regretted” the statement by
New Delhi.

“The statement is
regrettable ... the Jammu and
Kashmir issue has bedevilled
relations between Pakistan
and India,” the Foreign Office
spokesman, Masood Khan,
told a weekly briefing from a
prepared text. He was
remarking on the reaction to
the observations by Gen.
Musharraf on Saturday via
satellite to the India Today
conclave. -

He accused the Ministry of
External Affairs of making
“erroneous attributions” to
Gen. Musharraf and said the
President had in his remarks
confirmed Pakistan’s
determination to seek a
peaceful solution of all
outstanding issues notably the
Jammu and Kashmir dispute.

¢ “The Jammu and Kashmir
dispute is the core issue that
Has bedevilled relations
between Pakistan and India.
The need for a peaceful
resolution of this dispute, in
accordance with legitimate
Kashmiri aspirations, is self-
evident. Any attempt to
portray Kashmir as an issue of
terrorism is incorrect,” Mr.
Khan said.

. He said Pakistan stood
gommiitted to pursuing the
process initiated by Gen.
Musharraf and the Indian

THE HINDU

Prime Minister, A.B. Vajpayee,
on January 6. Mr. Khan said
that in pursuance of the
agreement reached between
the Foreign Secretaries of
Pakistan and India on
February 18, Pakistan looked
forward to a meaningful and
sustained engagement on all
issues on the composite
dialogue agenda in accordance
with the agreed schedule.

In response a question, he
said it was a good thing that
Mr. Vajpayee and the Deputy
Prime Minister, L.K. Advani,
had been talking of
pragmatism and “this is what
we have been saying. There
has to be flexibility if we want
to make some progress. The
two sides should show
flexibility and there should be
matching reciprocity.”

He said there could be
peace between the two
countries if the issue of
Jammu and Kashmir was
resolved. The two sides should
look for common ground and
should seek areas of
convergence rather than
divergence. The spokesman
said the U.S. Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, would be
in Pakistan on March 17 and
18. He will call on Gen.
Musharraf and the Prime
Minister, Mir Zafarullah Khan,
and also hold talks with the
Foreign Minister, Khurshid
Mehmood Kasuri.

The Under Secretary of
Economics, Business, and
Agriculture Affairs, Allen
Larson, and Christina Rocca
would accompany Mr. Powell
among others. The two sides
will discuss areas of mutual
interest, cooperation in the
ongoing war on, terrorism,

Pakistan-India relatiorg\
situation in Iraq, Afghanistan
and the recent steps by
Pakistan for non-proliferation.
- He said the two countries
enjoyed friendly relations and
both desired mutual broad-
based long-term relations
particularly in the security
field. In response to a
question Mr. Khan rejected
media reports that Mr. Powell
would meet General Kidwai
for a briefing on steps taken
by Pakistan against nuclear
proliferation.

On the reports that Mr.
Vajpayee might come over to
watch one of the cricket
matches in Pakistan, Mr. Khan
said there was no such
proposal. Asked if Pakistan
would provide samples of
uranium to the International
Atomic Energy Agency to
enable it to verify nuclear
programme in Iran, Mr. Khan
said Pakistan had been
cooperating with the U.N.
agency and would continue to
do so with regard to other
countries being investigated.

On the investigation into
the nuclear proliferation, Mr.
Khan said the probe was
continuing. “We are satisfied
with the investigation and we
will continue to get
information with an objective
to eliminating the
underground network.”

Asked about the operation
‘Mountain Storm,’ he said the
U.S. forces on the Afghan side
along the Pak-Afghan border
would conduct it. The
objective was to restore and
ensure the political stability
for development and
reconstruction work 4
Afghanistan.

16 AR 2000
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OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, March 10: The In-
dian cricket team was briefed by
security officials on the dos and
don’ts this morning, hours be-
fore flying out to Pakistan on a
special Indian Airlines flight.

Among other things, the cri-
cketers have been told not to ac-
cept gifts from strangers.

The team was briefed by

Yashovardhan Azad, joint direc- -

tor (security), Intelligence Bu-
reau, and Manoj Lal, Delhi addi-
tional commissioner of police.

Azad and Lal are the only
members in the four-man secu-
rity team appointed by the home
ministry to have flown out with
the cricketers for Lahore.

Dharmendra Kumar, the In-
telligence Bureau’s deputy in-
spector-general (security), and
additional deputy commission-
er of police Prabhakar will re-
place them on March 19.

Government sources said
the officers are being sent in
batches of two as they will be
needed here during the general
elections.

The sources said the crick-
eters have been told to be cau-
tious and not accept gifts from
strangers. They have been
asked to seek clearance from the
security officers if they do.

The players have also been
told not to move alone, but in a
group during their 40-day tour,
in which they will play five one-
day and three Test matches.

On previous tours, team me-
mbers visited friends and busi-
nessmen and accepted gifts —
this will be difficult now in view
of security considerations.

The security officials will ch-
eck into the same hotel as the
team and cricket board officials
so that those visiting the hotel
can be monitored.

The Pakistan government
has deployed choppers at the
National Stadium in Karachi,
which hosts the first one-dayer
on Saturday, so that the team
can be evacuated quickly if
required.

Cricket visas only

The Pakistan high commission
here will-suspend normal visa
operations for a week starting
March 15 to cater to the rush of
cricket fans seeking papers to
cross the border for the Revival
Series, adds PTI.

Sachin Tendulkar after his
arrival at Lahore airport
on Wednesday. (PTI)

for goodwill & game

Atal Bihari Vajpayee presents the bat to Sourav Ganguly as his teammates look on during the meeting at the
Prime Minister’s residence. (Reuters)

Win hearts too, PM tells team

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, March 10: Even be-
fore the first ball of the India-
Pakistan series has been bowled,
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee hit a six today with his
good luck message to the Indian
team.

When captain Sourav Gangu-
ly and his boys called on the Pri-
me Minister at his 7, Race Cour-
se Road residence four hours be-
fore leaving for the historic tour,
Vajpayee presented a bat to them
with the message inscribed:
“Khel mein jeetna hai, lekin dil
bhi jeetna hai (Games must be
won, but so must hearts).”

Vajpayee told them to play

the game in a spirit of friendsh-
ip. Team manager Ratnakar She-
tty assured the Prime Minister
that they would keep his mes-
sage in mind.

Shetty recalled that during
his pre-match visit to Pakistan,
he had been struck by the admi-
ration and goodwill the people
there had for the Prime Minister.

He said Vajpayee’s stock had
gone up a great deal after his suc-
cessful visit to Islamabad during
the Saarc summit in January.

The cricketers, dressed in re-
gulation India blazers, tie and gr-
ey slacks, arrived in a white air-
conditioned bus aptly named Ga-
urav. Around 200 schoolchildren
carrying the Tricolour and plac-
ards greeted the team members

as they got off the bus to go thro-
ugh the security drill before wal-
king down to Vajpayee’s resi-
dence.

The children were from Mod-
ern School, Tagore Internation-
al and Shanti Gyan Ketan School
— the schools had been chosen
by Delhi BJP leader and minis-
ter of state for sports Vijay Goel.

The placards said “Good Lu-
ck”, “Indian Tiger, Saurav (sic)
Ganguly,” “Sabse aage honge
Hindustani” and “Shanti, gyan,
bhaichara, yehi uddeshya hai
hamara”.

There were a few in praise of
the Prime Minister, too — “Atal
ne diya cricket ka uphaar, India-
Pakistan sadbhavana ka prac-
har” — referring to the Prime

Doordarshan clutches
on to govt last straw

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, March 10: With just
three days to go before the first
India-Pakistan one-dayer of the
Revival Series, Doordarshan is
hoping that the government in-
tervenes and allows live telecast
of the matches.

Information and broadcast-
ing minister Ravi Shankar Pra-
sad met Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee this evening to dis-
cuss ways to bring the matches
live to millions of Indian homes.

After a lot of talk in the min-
istry that very little can be done
as the television rights of the
matches have already been bou-
ght by the Dubai-based channel
Ten Sports, there is suddenly a
change in mood.

The dramatic turnaround
has much to do with the threat
by cable operators to black out
the matches rather than dole out
the large amounts demanded by
Ten Sports.

There is a growing realisa-
tion within the government that
the BJP cannot afford to antago-
nise the public at this crucial
time with elections scheduled
next month.

This prompted Prasad to per-
sonally meet Vajpayee and ask
him to talk to his Pakistani coun-
terpart to intercede on Doordar-
shan’s behalf.

The government is likely to
step in because it is essential for
the BJP that the India-Pakistan
matches reach the maximum
number of people in an election
year. Even if cable operators
patch up with Ten Sports, the re-
ality is that a large number of
homes do not have access to
cable network — especially in
smaller towns and rural areas.

But if the government steps
in, there is hope for Doordar-
shan to get a piece of the pie.

“I am very hopeful,” Prasar
Bharati CEO K.S. Sarma said.
Prasad met Sarma and Prasar
Bharati director-general Naveen

Kumar to discuss the issue today.
He is also in touch with Ten
Sports officials in Mumbai.

Although Ten Sports has not
hiked charges, it wants cable op-
erators to give an honest figure
of the number of households
each of them feed. Operators, as
arule, try to shrink this figure as
they are charged on the basis of
these numbers.

But cable operators are cry-
ing foul and have refused to give
in. “We certainly want to show
the matches live, we know the
customers want to see. But there
is nothing we can do as we can-
not afford to pay Ten Sports the
huge amounts they are demand-
ing,” Roopa Sharma, who runs a
cable business, said.

“If the BJP government can-
not ensure that the people of this

cricket-mad nation are able to -

watch the matches, we don’t
know what to do,” shrugged
Vickky Chowdhury, president of

the National Cable Network

Association.

Minister stepping in after the ho
me ministry had raised doubts
about the safety of the players.

The team presented a bat sig-
ned by all members to the Prime
Minister. Sports minister Vikr-
am Verma and Goel were pres-
ent when the players came call-
ing. Vajpayee shook hands with
each member.

Fruit juice and laddoos were
brought in while a Delhi police
band played popular Bollywood
numbers.

When the Prime Minister ca-
lled the leader of the band to tha-
nk him, he expressed a wish to
play a special song for the team.
The players lined up on the lawn
as the band played Hum Honge
Kamyaab.
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to win games & hearts

By Nina Martyris
Times NEws NETWORK

Lahore: The huge re-
ception committee that
had swelled excitedly
outside the low red
brick structure of La-
hore’s surprisingly
swish international air-
port was given the slip
on Wednesday after-
noon when the Indian
cricket  team was
whisked out from the de-
parture exit instead of
the arrival lounge. This
sleight of departure
may sound like a trivial
thing but it set the tone
for the tour—one gov-
erned by the security-
threat perception.
Indian media persons
who took the same flight
as the cricket team from
Delhi to Lahore, and who
emerged on the heels of
the cricketers, were a lit-
tle disappointed at what
they thought was a
rather tepid reception.
There was no sign of ex-
cited fans, no hoopla out-
side. But a Pakistan
Cricket Board spokeper-
son was at pains to ex-
plain that at least 700
cricket lovers had gath-
ered at the airport, in-
cluding two little girls
who had come with a big
poster “which had some-
thing written in Hindi
which I did not under-
stand”. The police, who
were given strict in-
structions to keep fans
at bay, executed their i
brief with great efficien-

Sourav is in a huryy to hit Pak turf, Rahul Dravid takes in a moment of hlstow
with his camera, Sachin obliges a Pakistani securityman with*his autograph

' Away, But Such A Long Journey

cy. Security fears, real or imagined,
and the volatile relations between
the two governments have unfortu-
nately coloured this cricket tour,
dampening the fervour and putting
all concerned on guard.

The press conference at the Pearl
Continental, the five-star hotel at
which the Indian team is putting
up, was an exercise in political cor-
rectness of the most banal kind.
When asked who the culprit was for
the 14-year hiatus between this tour
and the last, manager Ratnakar

Shetty requested the media to keep
the questions to cricket, not poli-
tics. Captain Saurav Ganguly more
or less stuck to the “we’re here to
play good cricket” line, refusing to
stray from the path of platitudes ex-
cept to say in a flash of humour
that the way to derail the Rawalpin-
di Express (Shoaib Akhtar) was to
“pull the chain”. Journalists have
come from across the world to cov-
er the series, an indication of the
political ramifications of this tour.

A friendly warm-up match will

be held between the two teams at
the Gaddafi Stadium in the heart of
Lahore on Thursday.

Lahore is a beautiful city with
broad roads parted down the mid-
dle with thick flowerbeds and with
luxurious bungalows on either
side. It is a friendly city, soaked in
history and has a lot to offer by way
of sightseeing, but one doubts
whether the Indian team shadowed
as it is by security guards, will geta
chance to, or be allowed to, take the
air of Jehangir’s Mughal gardens.
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ASTAFFREPORTER

Calcutta, March 9; History is
on everyone’s lips, particu-
larly those of political lead-
ers on both sides of the bor-
der. India team leader Sourav
Ganguly is also speaking of
history, of a different kind.

“We will change it this time”
— the words shot out in a sharp
burst when the captain was re-
minded of India’s poor record
in Pakistan.

Forget goodwill and revival
of friendship, when Sourav and
his boys take the field on Satur-
day in the opening one-day mat-
ch of the “historic” series, the
only force driving them will be
the desire to win.

“It’s good to start an away ser-
ies as favourites. Our team kno-
ws how to handle this pressure,”
Sourav said at the end of the con-
ditioning camp here.

India will tour Pakistan after
15 years to play a full-fledged ser-
ies (five ODIs and three Tests) as
an offshoot of the peace initia-
tive launched by the leaders of
the two countries.

If the skipper appeared cool
about the favourites tag, coach
John Wright went a step farther,
saying the pressure will be on
Pakistan. “Playing at home mea-
ns expectations will be high. Th-
ey have a young batting line-up
and some of their bowlers have
had to make technical adjust-
ments. The pressure is on them.”

“Technical adjustment” is to
“chucking” what “wardrobe ma-
Ifunction” is to “indecent expo-
sure”. The coach did not use the
C-word, but he was referring to
Pakistani fast bowlers correct-
ing their actions following adv-
erse reports from match
officials.

The captain chipped in with
some of his own seres-#ve pres-
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sure tactics aimed at Shoaib
Akhtar. “He is a good bowler, But
he was in the shadow of Wasim
Akram and Wagar Younis and
leading an attack in their abs-
ence is a different ball game.
Shoaib will be under pressure.”

In Karachi, the wildly pacy
Shoaib talked with restraint. “1
know there are a lot of expecta-
tions, but I am more responsible
than before and would not run
away from my responsibility of
being the spearhead,” PTI quot-
ed him as saying.

Sachin Tendulkar feeds Parthiv Patel a piece of cake on

Shoaib and Pakistan captain
Inzamam-ul Haq appealed for
calm among followers. “I hope
the fans take it just as a cricket
series,” Shoaib said.

Inzamam told Reuters: “This
series is more than just cricket.
1t is about building bridges bet-
ween Pakistan and India and
promoting peace and fraternity.”

Sourav was not reading too
much into the fact that as cap-
tain, he will be viewed as an Ind-
ian ambassador to Pakistan.

“We are ambassadors wher-

ever we go. I know when it comes
to India versus Pakistan things
are looked at differently But for
me, it’s nothing different. At the
end of the day; it’s a game.”

He refused to agree that the
Pakistan attack is superior. “If
you talk about sheer pace, they
are ahead. But if you think of
containing batsmen and taking
wickets, they are not.”

The aggression and confid-
ence of the team surfaced again
when Wright explained why
there is a good chance of winn-

10 MAR 2004

his 19th birthday on Tuesday: Picture by Pabitra Das

ing a series away from home.

“We have started winning
Tests abroad, done well in the
World Cup and the ICC Champi-
ons Trophy. We are coming up as
areal force. This is a great oppor-
tunity for us to create some his-
tory,” the coach said.

About Sachin Tendulkar’s
fitness, Sourav said: “He has a
stiff back, not an injury. He loo-
ked okay today.” Sachin had a
long session with the bat in the
morning.

B See Sport

gets history in victory

Revival series
for hotels

KAMRAN HAIDER

Karachi, March 9: The count-
down to the biggest fight in this
part of the world has begun. And
with it, a mad scramble not for
tickets, not for visas, not for
trains but — you got it wrong —
for hotel rooms.

With only four days to go bef-
ore Shoaib unleashes his missile
power at Sachin in the first one-
dayer in Karachi, practically all
rooms in all hotels have been
taken.

“This is the kind of boost the
Pakistani hotel industry needed
for a long time,” said Fakeha Im-
ran, a senior sales executive at
the Marriott Hotel.

Till before the Revival Series
was announced, the hotel indus-
try in Karachi had been in dire
straits. There had been few visi-
tors to the city that was known
for its history of ethnic clashes.

But cricket appears to have
changed that, even if temporar-
ily. “I have never seen in all my
life that you can’t find a single
room in such a big city, that too
with managements asking for
full payment in advance,” said
an employee working for a for-
eign wire service.

Not that the hospitality peo-
ple are being very hospitable
with the rates: most of the hotels
have jacked up room charges
and withdrawn all discounts
and packages.

Nor have they installed the
huge flat-screen televisions yet,

though the electronic scanners
are in place.

At the five-star Sheraton,
where both the Indian and
Pakistani cricket teams will be
staying, single and double rooms
with complimentary breakfast
are selling at Indian rupees 9,600
and Rs 11,200, respectively, plus
15 per cent taxes. In low-budget
hotels, like the Regency Plaza,
Sarawan and Skyways, rooms
for Rs 1,600 are going for Rs 6,400.

“How can we offer discounts
or a package to customers when
the city is hosting a mega sports
event?” asked Shazia Moeen,
public relations manager at the
Sheraton.

Some hotels denied having
raised their rates. However, they
admitted they had been virtuaily
auctioning the stray available
room: handing the keys to the
person willing to pay the most.

Many Indians, without prior
reservations, are desperately
shuttling between hotels to find
a room. Clients walking in and
asking for accommodation are
not being entertained.

People on business trips are
not having an easy time either.
Ameer Hassan, a Lahore busi-
nessman, said: “I'm not here for
the match... so why should I take
extra burden on my pocket?”

But the die-hard fan is not
complaining. For him, the battle
is as big as it had been during the
1987 and 1992 world cups. “For
us, it is the World Cup,” said an
excited Mohammed Ismail.
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OW THAT India and Pakis-

tan have finalised the road

map for the composite dia-

logue, the process for
bringing about peace and normality
enters a challenging phase. All those
who were involved in the “talks for
talks” deserve credit but can they af-
ford to rest on their oars? Crucial
tasks are ahead of them. There is a
strong case, on the one hand, for
conscious efforts to contain negative
trends and, on the other, to strength-
en positive factors. What it means in
concrete terms has been made clear
by the happenings in the last eight
weeks — since the release of the joint
statement on the discussions of the
two top leaders, the Prime Minister,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, and Pakistan’s
President, Pervez Musharraf, in Isla-
mabad on the sidelines of the South
Asian Association for Regional Coop-
eration (SAARC) summit.

The list of positive developments
during this period, covering political,
economic and personal areas, is im-
pressive, howsoever viewed. At least
five could be identified. 1) The un-
precedented fillip to contacts among
various segments of civil society,
apart from officials. 2) India’s cau-
tious stand on the A.Q. Khan episode.
3) The care taken by New Dethi not to
appear obstructionist in the Com-
monwealth Ministerial Action group
during discussions on the re-entry of
Pakistan into the grouping. 4) The
encouraging noises by the two sides
on trade-related and economic is-
sues. 5) The conspicuous absence of
the Pakistan issue in partisan contro-
versies and electoral wrangles in
India.

As against that, there are three or
four negative trends. 1) Loose talk of
coordination between the intelli-
gence agencies of the two Govern-
ments. 2) A slowdown in the internal
dialogue in Jammu and Kashmir —
between the Centre and Hurriyat
leaders, and the tactless handling of
the State situation by the security
forces. 3) Over-interpretation of the
significance of the engagement be-
tween the divided Punjabis.

On the whole, it is not an unman-
ageable situation but could worsen,
if precautions are not taken. The re-
centattempt on the life of the Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister, Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed, is a warning sig-
nal. The two Governments would do
well to set up special cells in their
respective foreign offices to monitor
the trends in the run-up to the com-
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4\(5 The positive factors in the process of
normalisation of relations with Pakistan
are gathering strength and need to be
given a continuous push.

mencement of the dialogue in May
— after the elections in India — and
to take timely correctives.

Let us examine these develop-
ments in detail — the negative ones,
to start with. The other day, a local
daily came out with a story on how
the information given by the Re-
search and Analysis Wing to Pakis-
tan’s Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI)
helped forestall another attempt on
the life of Gen. Musharraf.

As was reported in these columns
soon after the [slamabad summit,
Mr. Vajpayee, in his phone call on the
last day of his stay in Islamabad, did
tell the General to take care of his
security (Apni hifazat ka khiyal rak-
hiyega), but to treat it as a prelude to
cooperation between the two intelli-
gence agencies is to stretch the point.
Such reports, emanating from India,
would only enhance the vulnerability
of the General to the jihadi, funda-
mentalist outfits, which are certain to
step up their campaign against him
for “collaborating with Indians.” The
two Governments did well to
promptly deny the “baseless” report.
Pakistan’s Interior Minister, Faisal
Saleh Hayat, forcefully rejected the
talk of collaboration, saying that “our
security agencies are capable enough
to identify” such threats and of tak-
ing prevention measures. Though
the record has been set straight,
some residual damage is
unavoidable.

There is no formal or structured
linkage between New Delhi’s talks
with Kashmiri leaders and the dia-
logue with Pakistan but, in practice,
the two are mutually reinforcing ex-
ercises. As such, a setback ta the in-
ternal talks process could cast its
shadow on the new beginning be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad.
Mishandling by the security forces of
their anti-terrorist operations in Ban-
dipora in Kashmir has done consid-
erable damages, serving to give
credence to allegations of human
rights violations by India. This is a
highly sensitive subject in Pakistan,
which had been demanding remedial
steps.

Positive gestures by India could
earn it disproportionately high divi-

4 Mg

dends. But the importance of this
simple point was not realised. The
meeting of the Hurriyat leaders with
the Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Ad-
vani, sometime ago, promised to re-
duce the distance between the
separatists and New Delhi. Formal
discussions, it was clear, could not
have continued because of Mr. Ad-
vani's preoccupation with the Lok
Sabha election. But N.N. Vohra, for-
mer Home and Defence Secretary,
who was appointed Central interloc-
utor for contacts with various sec-
tions in the State, could have been
used to keep up the momentum. This
was precisely the type of situations
he had t0 handle. Mr. Vohra's ap-
pointment was a sensible move but
there was ambiguity about his man-
date. What was given by the political
masters with one hand was taken
away by the other. Or was it a case of
intrigues within officialdom? A per-
fect example of how not to do the
right job.

The recent engagement between
the Punjabis from the two sides of
the border generated tremendous
enthusiasm. The way the large
groups of Punjabis from India, led by
the Chief Minister, Amarinder Singh,
were received by their counterparts
from the other side had to be seen to
be believed. Was it a case of atone-
ment for the sins of the past or a de-
sire to protect and promote the
shared cultural heritage? Perhaps
both.

But any assumption that it repre-
sented a craving by the Punjabis to
get together or to unite, first at their
level, and, later, on the bigger scale
will be both facile and dangerous.
That is the problem with some sec-
tions in India — they treat any sign of
a thaw in bilateral relationship as a
precursor to unification. True such a
sentiment was not articulated this
time but could it be said that it was
not nursed?

A rapprochement between the di-
vided Punjabis is to be seen within
the existing political framework —
between the citizens of two sovereign
countries with a shared legacy, signi-
fied, among other things, by the Pun-
jabi language. Any other projection

704

road to peace

By K. K. Katyal

would give a handle to extremists in
Pakistan who will be quick to dub the
surge of warm, friendly sentiments as
the work of “crafty” Hindus or the
design of “Akhand Bharatis.” That
could also be a major setback to
moves for engagement and amity be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad.
The oversimplified and misleading
references to the “German parallel”
are to be avoided.

Fortunately, the negative trends
are few and far between and are
swamped by the positive. There is a
sudden spurt in the exchange of vis-
its by people representing various
segments — students, lawyers, wom-
en activists, traders, journalists, and,
of course, politicians. Each such ex-
change leaves tremendous goodwill
in its wake. The climax came with
New Delhi’s decision in favour of the
Indian cricket team tour of Pakistan.
At the political level, India has been
cautious in its reaction to some of the
highly sensitive problems on the oth-
er side of the border. The conspic-
uous restraint by India on the A.Q.
Khan affair, both by the Government
and the media, has not gone unno-
ticed in Islamabad.

Think of how New Delhi would
have gone to town with demands for
declaration of Pakistan as a rogue
state by the international community
had bilateral relations been as
strained as, say, some nine months
ago and the significance of the ges-
ture will be clear. The prospects of
Pakistan’s re-entry into the Com-
monwealth have brightened as was
evident from last week’s statement
by the Nigerian President (Nigeria is
the head of the Ministerial Action
Group).

That the stand of India, a member
of the group, was not negative could
not but have been noted in Pakistan.
Then there were soothing voices
from the two sides on trade and eco-
nomic relations. For the first time,
there is willingness by New Delhi to
examine the possibility of a gas pipe-
line — from Iran to India via
Pakistan.

On its part, Pakistan discussed the
idea of importing diesel from India.
Pakistan’s stand on according India
the status of the Most Favoured Na-
tion is less rigid now but whether the
decision is taken at the bilateral level
or as part of the SAARC process for
easing trade restrictions is not clear.
Slowly but surely the positive factors
are gathering strength. They need to
be given a continuous push.



-~ 43wy A19A 3q 03 9ARY pINOMm SIPIS
Ji0q uo jsui} Jo spad] ‘uaddey o3 jeyy
104 ‘soue[fieans [euoe uo puadep pue
sjoned puas ued sapis yjoq ‘susddey 1ey)
31 suonisod jussaid oY) woxy uyy Se-0¢
yorq paysnd Suraq sapis Yroq woiy sdooxy
UM SUOZ SUBWI-OU B OpBW 9q PJnod
IS1B[S oy} I8} SI MOIA SUQ 'SMIIA 5,1}
-u3)) 24y uo Burpuadsp ‘[om se usyoelg
UO SUOISSNOSIP SWOS 2q P[NOd 19U m
“YIom swos 1oy ueylseley ul

19yja803 Sumyel so104 Aunoag 1opiog
9y pue s1a8uey] uesnyed 913 yiim uoye)
uU0oq Apearje oaey jey) splemo) sdois
1S1J 9y [, ‘PSISPISUOD 2q OS[e PINod DO
oY) pue I9pIoq [BUONBUIN U] 31} JO syured
“Jo Sugjoned ywof jo Apqissod syL m
"08e W} SWOS SOUAISFIP JY3 INO IBID
03 padpay . suemed, ‘103098 equiesg o)
Ul JeU} pres [BIOIJO IOTUSS 7 [OAd] Al
-Iy 913 Je pa[puey 2q P[NOd SOOUAILIP
Jourw 983ty ], ‘1IN0 FurIos pasu eyl W[
ul DO Y} UO SeaIe O[N] 2Ie JISYL m
*30URILI JUSWILIDAOS oY) pue

ueisiyed woyJ asuodsar oy uo spuad
-3p ‘9S1IN0D JO “YONJA 'SUOISUa} ases 01 dn
143no1q 2q pInOd JBY) SINSSI JO ISqUINU
e 1noqe Junfje} aIe S[EHI0 ‘paresp

9q 03 194 st epuafe [euy ay) ydnoyJ,
"pIes I9013JO S30I0§ PoULIE
Iowas e ‘sygausq jo Iaqunu € plaik

SNS — ‘Juswulenol ey} 0} ajge
-jdeooe 84 J0u Pjnom suopejolA s)ybl uBwny
18y} $8010} Ajundes ayy o sbum jje o} Jes|d
) epew pey 8y ‘uoyesisiuiwpe jo subles ey
lano Bunye) Jeye Alejeipawuw Jeuyy pres o
‘uooueye ise| webleyed Je abexoed sles)
-UIN euild eyl Jepun syejiemiuod o} senbeyo
jelja1 einquisip o} pesjuefiio uoioun) e je pres
peakesg N Aouemiiw yum Bulieap ajum
aaliodt syl pue 82104 1nd8s Buy JO Spuey
8y} Je soe|d saxe) uonejoIA SybL uewny
OU By} 8INSUd 0} SINOABBPLIS 9180UIS 9Bl
1 | ‘pueuiuod Aw e sidmod (1B Y,
"way} eaaid o} seinsealu Jayny
uodn epioap pue enss! siy) ssnasip urebe o)
siapenbpesay peyiun jo Buieslt e psusauod
SBy 8y ey} pres sey paeAeS pPRWLWEYON
NN J8Isiul §81Yo ‘suononuisul snonBiquie
-un ajidsap ejni s,usLiuienob uonieod sy)
Burnp eoed oo} Jey; sesnqe sybu uewny
Jo sjuspiout BumesBey — *| yosew ‘NINAVP
asngn spybia

X

WO 0} SMOA a2 L

[ey sauodysod yeq

B

PINOd sY[e) 9Y ], ‘TRIPIOD AISA USDQ SARY
SUOISSTIOSIP ‘Jem JO JULIQ OY) UO SIom
SOLUNOD Y} UdYM ‘WEIjeIeg uUONE
-13dQ) JO SUOISUQ) JY} I2}FE ‘SIUE) JUSOAI
uf ‘wedisiunod Awe uelsiyed siy pue
Awwry ueipuy ayj jo ‘suoneradQ Arepiy
‘[BI0USS-10J021Ip SY} UOIMIDQ UOISSNO
-SIp Aepsony, e SI 9194} ‘A[JUSLIN’) 'S3010§
pauLie om) 9Y] JO seAneIussardal usamr
-9q $j[B1 0USJop Uo poarde oARY SIPIs
Y1oq 1nq 13s 9q 0} 124 ST 2)ep [BUY
"pies [RIOJJO ATRI[IU IOTUJS €  ‘SOpIO
-9p JUSWUIAA0S oY) ‘BIpU] U ‘SWOINO
Jeul} Sy} uo SpPIOSP ued LY ], IS ysruy
01 sjewofdip pue sjeronesinq ayj juem
Alqeqoid £oy) ‘oS ‘plom [eur sy} sey
U030 Awire oY) ‘uBiSpyeJ UJ “SUISISAS [eo
-tifod ut souarafIp B ST 919y3 ng ‘pidy
ul sy[e} 0] pleMIo] SUIYOO[ a1om M,
*aBe1s 103€] ¥ 18 suoissnosip 19301d 01 Tead
-de ‘Aijunoo ney) ur piom 5B 9Y) Suraq
Alqeqoad ‘Areyyu tueisped oy3 1ng qudy
ut spredis)unos Tuelsnied IIOY) i SYJe)
P33B[21-30USJop 0] pPIemIo} Jumjoo[ a1am
S[EIIO $9010) pauue ueipu] doy ‘oAn
-enur aoead oy Jo wed sy — ‘T YOIBN

THE STATESMAN  } 2 MAR 700



~ Pakistan considering -
MFN status for India v

Businesa s‘tanda'r&‘ s é,{/ W0

NEW DELHI, Feb. 25. — Pakistan is con-
sidering to give India the most favoured
nation (MFN) status, said Mohammad
Siraj, president, Karachi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (KCCD, who is
in India as a a head of a 45 member busi-
ness delegation from Pakistan,

"The authorities in Pakistan have
already made up their mind for according

MFN status on India in background of

improved bilateral chimate that the o
nations have been witnessing since April
last year. It is only a matter of tim¢ and
the decision is expected any day now."
Siraj said today.

. Speaking at a seminar on India-
Pakistan:  Strategic  Alliunce  for
Strengthening Economic Relations host-
ed by The Associated Chambers of
Commerce and Industry of Indix
(Assocham), he said the present bilateral
trade between India and Pakistan was
much below the potential level. He also
said that due to the improved political
relationship between the two countrics,
trade and economic relations batween the
India and Pakistan will reach new levels,

Siraj said that Pakistani industry would

also take up the matter relating to confer- .

ment of MFEN status on.India immediate-

mhc visiung business delegation |

returns to Pakistan,

The High Comimissioner of Pakistan in
India, Aziz Ahmed Khan in his address
said that in the next few weeks time the
commerce secretaries of the two nations
would be meeting to further liberalise the
trade barriers of dw two economies.

Khan also said that the agreement
signed today by Assocham and KCCI, will
lead to the belter economic understand-
ing of ihe two nation's industry.

According to  Assocham president
Muhendra K Sarghi as per the agree-
ment. both chambers would exchange
infornation to strengthen trade, techno-
logical uand industrial  cooperation
between India and Pakistan as  also
inform each other of all activities that

- have the petential to further the trade and

investments.

In addition. Assocham and KCCI
would organisc business  delegations,
exhibitions and trade promotion events.
The iwo chambers will also encourage
and deveiop jeint ventures and identify
imyestment opportunities.

!

India's exports to Pakistan during 2001- .

02 stood at Rs 686.79 crore which went up
to Rs 996. crore in 2002-03. Similarly, the
imports from Pakistan for the year 2001-
02 was Rs 308.83 crore which fell to Rs
215.44 crore in 2002-03.

/ 1



0 2% FTere B

AYTE, Y0 FFHRA— SF-+Fem b Hiftrem ez wrfiz-errs
(@G TR A A0 T TR AYNE SRR ASCHT | O SISy
(3w AweiE et (Se-grie Grae W @ (9613 @R wely
E TR% TR W e FRvHame wrewls SR @rdte dawsd

- @3B AR-CIBI Srale A0S G WS QA ST e
“ANFETR T THER Tafs Hra Fralw Witk @en k)
A A WA N4 Ao fFes wivefd Rotm ewesd o
BLATRI” @ #I(RE AYET (A% T, O A0 {FS wig wrfilg @
@A 5 | fEstifea worda Tafers foeat o s g, ©f
fFh #ita ! Frare 2w v e weiahig ahen wtten s, ©
43 R s R

SIS [P T MAore! I (Fs TS 91 0 A,
AT W56 | ORI T STOR] WA AYga 989, TR
T4 TS AW, (N or oftwz Prew a1 S @s-wees w9 <
e EOITER AT | I, “(TOR TBRRS! 510 Tors 2| (el
% Berre a3 fire 22 W)

FIOFEE Braee SR 2wEE fGrew G Senafie
ST | W CATe (0 (3T (vt T8 (1 5% 4t a sitew, ot w33
FLACA | A #Af5 & BT BT aeaca, “sifil (reaf®, camrg oo e
SRRl d TR e oY _
@irerE e ofal (o o3 (JeER
o8 W Wb e e wrednE
Fte (I it ShteR o) ig
Rrewe, “wige ©F af¥wd 513 @l
T ST (ATAMCLA! [oArra (bR
©IFT ©IT4 WITHF 519 AEAITS 2{[03A 1"

et W w1 3w SEe
siRe-Aiw fFEe Fife Fw o |
TR e @] *i2rs IR dyiwaE
Ffvw fre™ 9 ar oo
T | SR Sl (Fgry OIS Tv-
aaﬁwmmmmuaw@wwmmﬁwﬁam
| o5 wWhe-@feT H Yoy WHEE 969, ¢ ﬁmﬁﬁmawﬁm
G B G 4 (FS @i B @wwan”

FRS] (OI6 @ IS Rwrl™ sratap-edm wae & 31, = Fer @ 5%
Tl s, OIe e TS T (e Mate dgRwE | Wre @TeTe! @
AT 7 TR 1w it e ATTe e e, Cawati
ot R 731 G5t S AR (R 3L SRS (7R S TR
37 33 o) W 7w, R A58 T @) WK N e sy
WEERa o 0B 7 it 6 1, TS e A1) 2eafReE Qe )
TerT alew 4@ weni figzes (R af-weem s wwe
fRzE) #ifee AFTn wiow w19 e, “HWR @A (O (TAred AW

w5e et fRrwfa-7 ong weEh $'— Rrefive » & Sieere Rem
e A TR TR IR ol A, R e waem 1o TRl
WL O §FCH IS F(IF | (P FERT (Fie Prae oW =11 SHaer
B A, ST T F— 9T AWF GG O B 0 2 S W,
e (Ol G R I Sl Y1, 88 istibe Feel W, s fo

Fepi¢t Pig Rref™-cs i iy Segaitie ieer »f% @rere 30 w99
TR TOLHL WY, G AICH OB N0 Lobl WP (TS o7%) 3T AR
e 2y frefia sedre Wmee R wive fice s R o
TR, 93 TR (A8 @H G T -7 (&% FeFFD e
shati —B Bz

ANADABAZAR PATRKA 2/ FEB 200



The making of the India-Pakistan

\
'\

~/

Everything has gone right so far, touch
wood — unthinkable in India-Pakistan
dealings. Beginning with the quiet, unpub-
licised contacts of the Principal Secretary,
Brajesh Mishra, and Tariq Aziz from Pakis-
tan, the top confidants of the two. heads,
before the SAARC summit, and ending with
the Foreign Secretary-level talks last week,
the progress in the moves to settle the mod-
alities for commencing the dialogue was re-
markably smooth. The Prime Minister, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, and the Pakistan Presi-
dent, Pervez Musharraf, agreed on a bal-
anced joint statement on January 6 that
took into account the concerns and sensi-
tivities of the two sides. The two Foreign
Ministers had no difficulty in establishing
personal rapport — they began calling each
other by their first names, “Yashwant” and
“Khurshid”. Then there were the com-
mendable efforts of the two Foreign Secre-
taries, Shashank and Riaz Khokar, in
preparing the road map for contacts in
terms of the political mandate from the top
— and earlier by the Joint Secretary, Arun
Singh, and his Pakistani counterpart in set-
ting the ball rolling.

The details of all this are known. What is
not known is that the Foreign Secretaries
steered clear of divergences on delicate
matters and moved forward. The road map
prepared by them ends in July this year.
The next phase would be crucial.

There were at least two instances where
the two sides had differing ideas on mod-
alities — one related to nuclear matters and
the other to the situation along the border
and the Line of Control. It was a measure of
flexibility, spirit of cooperation and read-
iness to reach an agreement that verbal as-
surances provided the way out. As such,
there was no jarring note, no residual dam-
age.As for the nuclear issue, Pakistan made

By K.K. Katyal

THE HINDU

a case for specific discussion on the doc-
trine of strategic restraint and, according to
some reports, had prepared a document on
the subject. The Indian side, however, felt
that the subject was covered by the first
item of the eight-point format that was to
be the basis of the dialogue — peace and
security, including confidence building
measures. And if an additional support was
needed, it was there in the MoU signed by
the two sides during Mr. Vajpayee’s bus trip
to Lahore in early 1999. After a brief dis-
cussion, the idea of a meeting of experts at
an early stage — in the third week of May —
was mooted and accepted. Pakistani sourc-
es, as quoted by their newspapers, spoke
approvingly of the Cold War-days model —
the CBMs that were in place between the
erstwhile Soviet Union and the U.S. Among
the other proposals mentioned by them
were 1) a hotline between the Prime Minis-
ter of India and the President of Pakistan —
to guard against accidental breakout of a
nuclear conflict; 2) the offer not to keep the
nuclear arsenal in the assembled shape; 3)
strengthening of the present system of ad-
vance intimation of missile tests to the oth-
er side. India had been driving home the
point that its nuclear programme was not
Pakistan-specific.

As regards the border and the LoC, the
Pakistani side readily accepted the Indian
suggestion for meetings of the top men of
the BSF and the Pakistan Rangers and a
hotline between the Directors-General of
Military Operations. India would have liked
this process to be extended to provide for
meetings at the DGMO level so as to con-
solidate peace and tranquillity in the wake
of the ceasefire. Pakistani felt this could be
done later after progress under the existing
arrangement. India agreed.

Not to be under-estimated is the signif-
icance of two other developments — one,

23 FEB 70N

joint statement

Gen. Musharraf’s address to the country’s
ulemas (religious scholars), seeking their
help in curbing terrorism and, two, the
meeting of Pakistani officials with the lead-
er of the Hizb-ul Mujahideen, Syed Sala-
huddin, to tell him that “jehad” was no
longer a feasible option, no more a good
strategy to press for a solution of the Kash-
mir issue. Gen. Musharraf’s address coinci-
ded with the conclusion of the Foreign
Secretary-level talks in Islamabad. (He had
updated himself on the outcome of their
talks), while the officials’ meeting with the
Hizb leader was held ahead of the talks.
This is not to be seen in isolation but is to
be related to the General's assurance, con-
tained in the joint statement last month —
that “he [Musharraf] will not permit any
territory under Pakistan’s control to be
used to support terrorism in any manner.”

Likewise, the Deputy Prime Minister, L.K.
Advani’s plea, during a visit to Jammu and
Kashmir, for ending human rights viola-
tions could not but have struck a cord on
the other side of the border.

Mark what Gen. Musharraf told the ule-
mas — “no individual or political group has
the right to issue calls for ‘jehad.’ In Islam,
there is great importance of accepting the
authority of the government of the day —
otherwise if everybody starts working on his
own agenda and takes matters of state in
his hands, the country will not be able to
progress.”

In case Pakistan takes the next logical
step and dismantles the infrastructure of
terrorism and advises the ‘jehadi’ outfits to
stop communicating with the terrorists op-
erating in Jammu and Kashmir, the normal-
isation process is certain to gallop. So far,
Islamabad has merely told the ‘jehadi
groups to send their messages in “short
bursts”. This is not enough. However, there
is an assurance to look into the matter.



Indian cricket team to head
for Pakistan o on | March 10

@ Only one-dayers In Karach| Pesha

By S. Sabanayakan

KOLKATA, FEB. 21. The Indian
cricket team will go on a 40-day
tour of Pakistan from March 10
to play five one-day Interna-
tionals (ODIs) followed by three
Test matches. According to the
itinerary released by the Board
of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) here today, the tour will
start with a one-day warm-up
game against a first-class side at
the Gaddafi Stadium in Lahore
on March 11. The five ODIs will
be played in Karachi on March
13, Rawalpindi on March 186,
Peshawar on March 19, and La-
hore on March 21 and 24. Ka-
rachi and Peshawar, seen as
problematic venues, have been
allotted day matches. The other
three ODIs will be day-night
events.

Multan will host the first Test
from March 28 to April 1, La-
hore the second from April 5 to
9 and Rawalpindi the third from
April 13 to 17.

The BCCI president, Jagmo-
han Dalmiya, told a packed
media conference that Test
matches could not be sched-
uled in Karachi and Peshawar.
“We respect the feelings of the
cricket-loving people of Karachi
and Peshawar. We are sure that
the one-day internationals in
these two venues will be played
in [the] proper spirit and pave
the way for the Indian team to
play Tests during the team’s
next tour,” he said.

The Indian team will be
named here on March 3 and it
will assemble in Delhi four days
later. There would be no camp
prior to the tour since many
players were participating in the
Duleep Trophy tournament
now under way. Mr. Dalmiya
said the Home Ministry and the
External Affairs Ministry would
brief the players on dos and

Itinerary
March 10 Amval at Lah e
. March 11 Warm-up one day

match, Lahore

one-day
Internationals

o March 13 Karacht (day)

. March 16 Rawalpmdl (day / mght)
. March 19 Peshawar (day)

March 21 Lahore (day/mght) N
| March 24 Lahore (day /night)

Test

Matches

Dalmiya at the Kolkata

Explaining why one-day
matches are scheduled ahead of
the Test matches, Mr. Dalmiya
said limited-overs games could
generate excitement and pas-
sions among the fans of both
countries. Keeping this fact in
mind the BCCI wanted the ODIs
to be played during the early
part of the tour.

He said there was no pressure
from any quarter in the prep-
aration of the itinerary, but ad-
mitted that the advice of the
Government of India, as con-
veyed through the Ministry of

don’ts and on security aspects. ¥Youth Affairs and Sports, was

press conference

taken into account.

He stated that though the en-
tire responsibility for the safety
and security of the Indian play-
ers and officials would be on the
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
and the Pakistan Government,
the Indian Home Ministry had
agreed to appoint a chief and
two assistant security liaison of-
ficers for the tour. The respon-
sibility of this three-member
team would be limited to coor-
dinating matters with the local
law-enforcement authority and
other agencies looking after the
team’s security.

~ April 18 Return to Delhi

Graphics by Varghesémallada

Mr. Dalmiya said that this be-
ing a goodwill tour, the Board
had decided to allow the wives
of the players to accompany
them from the beginning. The
Board'’s usual policy was to al-
low wives to join the players
during the second half of a tour.

He said visa rules were being
relaxed in order to allow as
many Indian fans as possible to
be in Pakistan for the matches.
The details were being worked

out between the two Govern- |
ments. The team would return |

to Delhi on April 18.
Mufti welcomes tour: Page 8
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~CRICKET & POLITICS OuUT O

India,

Statesman News Smfica & Aganc%es

NEW DELHI/ISLAMABAD, Feb.
18.— India and Pakistan have agreed
to tackle outstanding bilateral prob-
lems from May, after the business of
the cricket tour and the business of
politics (read the Indian general elec-
tions) are concluded.

Agreeing today to a “basic road-
map” for peace, security and econom-
ic developraent, the foreign secretaries
of the two countries decided to meet in
May/June to resolve all bilateral con-
tentious issues, including J&K.

Okaying the substance of the talks
held by their juniors, Mr Shashank and
Mr Riaz Khokhar issued a joint state-
ment, which expressed the commit-
ment of both countries to approach the
composite dialogue “with the sincere
desire to discuss and arrive at a peace-
ful settlemenit of all bilateral issues, in-
cluding J&K.” There was no mention
of a third party, the Kashmiris, that
Pakistan had earlier insisted upon.
“We’ve now a sort of a basic roadmap
for a Pakistan-India peace process,”
Mr Khokhar said.

Pakistani foreign minister Mr Khur-
shed Mehmud Kasuri today described
the talks as “very positive”. “There
couldn’t have been a better start to
these talks,” he told the BBC. He
admitted that the Pakistani side had
raised the issue of reported human
rights violations in J&K. “We had to,
not just because it was a matter, of
rights, but it’s the sensible thing to do.”

The foreign secretaries reviewed
and endorsed the agreement —
worked out on 16 and 17 February —
on the modalities and time-frame for
talks on all subjects on the agenda of
the composite dialogue

After the foreign secretaries’ meet-
ing in May/June, the foreign ministers
will meet in August to review the pro-
gress in the talks. The foreign secreta-
ries’s meeting in May/June will cover
peace and security, including J&K and
confidence-building measures.

THE STATESMAN
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In March/April, technical-lgvel talks
will be held between the BSF I-G and
the Pakistan Rangers D-G on border
management, including infiltration and
terrorism. In July, talks will be held, at
previously agreed levels of representa-
tion, on Siachen, Wullar Barrage/Tul-
bul Project, Sir Creek, terror, drug traf-
ficking, economic and commercial co-
operation, and promotion of friendly
exchanges in various fields. Expert-lev-
el talks on nuclear CBMs, an addition
to the 1997-98 composite dialogue
agenda, will be held in the second half
of May. The panel on drug trafficking
and smuggling will meet in June.

Meanwhile, Pakistan today said it was
not averse to the idea of having a “no
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Pak map road to peace

SWEEPING AWAY DIFFERENCES” The bhnd Paklstanl cncket team practise in Lahore on Wednesday They take on India iater this week - AFP

war” pact with India. The step, it said,
will be inevitable once the outstanding
problems are resolved. “There is no for-
mal understanding on this issue but this
is the logical conclusion... understood
by both,” Mr Khokhar said.

‘Cricket tour part of CBMs’

Foreign minister Mr Yashwant Sinha
today said reviving cricketing ties with
Pakistan was part of confidence-build-
ing measures. Mr Sinha denied having
seen any home ministry note on the re-
ported security concerns. He quoted
Mr LK Advani as having said that the
home ministry’s stand on the issue was
“clearly misunderstood”.

More reports on pages 3 and 5

Pervezspeak

ISLAMABAD, Feb. 18. — Stepping up pres-
sure on foreign militants operating out of
Pakistan, Gen. Pervez Musharraf today
asked them to leave the country or surren-
der, and pledged not to allow them to carry
out their activities against any country. For-
eign militants should return to their coun-
tries or surrender, he said, apparently refer-
ring to the Taliban/Al-Qaida. Addressing a
gathering of clerics here, he admitted that
some madrasas were spreading sectarian
hatred: ... this (perception of us) is not
something we can hide.” His speech,
aimed at winning the support of the clerics
for his reforms, called for a movement
against terror and extremism, — PTI
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road map for dialogue

By B. Muralidhar Reddy '\

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 18. India and Pakistan haye
agreed on a road map to carry forward the cony-
posite dialogue to resolve all their differences. It
will begin at the Foreign Secretaries level in May/
June when confidence building measures (CBMs)
on peace and security and Jammu and Kashmir
will be discussed.

The road map has been sketched keeping in
mind the general elections expected in April/May
and will cover all the eight subjects identified in
the 1998 format for a composite dialogue. The
first round is to culminate in a summit of the two
Foreign Ministers some time in August to review
the progress. A preparatory meeting of the For-
eign Secretaries will precede it.

The two sides have also agreed to hold 'experts-
level talks on nuclear CBMs in the latter half of
May as agreed in the Lahore Declaration of Feb-
ruary 1999. This is the first time the Musharraf
Government has incorporated in its official policy
any element of the Lahore Declaration, which Pa-
kistan's President, Pervez Musharraf, has criti-
cised for having only a ‘passing’ reference to
Kashmir. On nuclear CBMs, the Lahore declara-
tion had said respective governments “shall take
immediate steps for reducing the risk of acciden-
tal or unauthorised use of nuclear weapons and
discuss concept and doctrines with a view to
elaborating measures for confidence building in
the nuclear and conventional fields, aimed at pre-
vention of conflict.”

The Foreign Secretary,” Shashank, told Indian
correspondents after his meeting with his Pakis-
tani counterpart, Riaz Khokar, that some ideas
about the composition of the group of experts
were discussed. While maintaining that the com-
position of the groups would give a fair idea of
what both sides wanted, Mr. Shashank declined
to go into details.

The Pakistan Foreign Secretary told a news
conference that “the modalities and the time-
frame for discussions on all subjects of the agen-
da for the Composite Dialogue” were discussed
and “both sides agreed that they would approach
the composite dialogue with the sincere desire to
discuss and arrive at a peaceful settlement of bi-
lateral issues, including Jammu and Kashmir, to
the satisfaction of both sides.”

The two Foreign Secretaries met to consider
the agenda on a composite dialogue finalised by
the Joint Secretary-level parleys in the last two
days in pursuance of the decision taken after a

THE HiNDU

eeting between Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee and Gen. Musharraf in Islamabad on Janu-
ary 6, 2004.

Reading out from a joint statement, Mr. Khokar
said both countries were committed to promot-
ing progress “towards a common objective of
peace, security and economic development for
their peoples and for future generations.” Echo-
ing the sentiments, Mr. Shashank said the dia-
logue should help in promotion of peace and
development in the region.

He stressed that to facilitate the peace process
it was necessary, as spelt out in the January 6 joint
statement, to “remove atmosphere of violence,
hatred and terrorism.”

Under the programme finalised today, the For-
eign Secretaries will meet in May-fune for talks
on peace and security, including confidence
building measures, and Jammu and Kashmui.
Talks on Siachen, the Wullar Barrage/Tulbul Nav-
igation Project, Sir Creek, Terrorism and Drug
Trafficking,&conomic and Commercial Cooper-
ation, and Promotion of Friendly Exchanges in
various fields will be held at the already agreed
levels in July. Secretaries or senior officials of
Ministries/Departments concerned would take
part in meetings on these subjects. Besides, tech-
nical level meetings at the level of Director-Gen-
eral of the Pakistan Rangers and
Inspector-General of the Border Security Force
will be held in March-April. There will be an ex-
pert level talks on nuclear CBMs in the latter half
of May. The Committee on Drug Trafficking and
Smuggling will meet in June. Mr. Khokar said to-
day’s meeting reviewed the existing links between
the Directors-General of Military Operations of
India and Pakistan and “agreed to corisider fur-
ther strengthening of these contacts.”

To a question whether there was any proposal
for a summit level meeting, he said “this will be
for the two Foreign Ministers to decide.” They will
have an opportunity to meet on the sidelines of
the South Asian Association for Regional Cooper-
ation ministerial council meeting here in July.

Mr. Khokar said “there is realisation on both
sides that war is not an option. That itself is a very
constructive conclusion. Therefore, we will ex-
plore every possibility for durable peace, security
and resolution of all issues. We hope that this
roadmap will lead to the settlement of all out-
standing issues between India and Pakistan and
contribute to global peace.”

Editorial on Page 10; Liberal visas for
cricket lovers: Page 12
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US guarding hand for P

Structure for
talks in place

OUR BUREAU

Islamabad, Feb. 17: India and
Pakistan today reached a “bro-
ad understanding” on a frame-
work for composite dialogue
after two days of middle-level
meetings.

The agreement on the moda-
lities and time frame to revive
dialogue on eight areas of disp-
ute, including Kashmir, comes
a day ahead of the scheduled
talks between the foreign
secretaries.

Pakistan Television said the
negotiating teams had also con-
sidered proposals to add anoth-
er two items to the agenda, but
did not give details.

The teams will tomorrow
submit their recommendations
to Shashank and Riaz Khokhar,
the Indian and Pakistan for-
eign secretaries, a Pakistan for-
eign ministry statement said.

“Broadly, we’ll carry forw-
ard what was agreed in 1998,”
an Indian official said. Under
the formula agreed then, the
foreign secretaries would dis-
cuss Kashmir and peace and
security.

M See Pages 4 and 6

A file picture of Pervez Musharraf and George W. Bush In New York. (Reuters)
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#Global nuclear watchdog
says father of Pakistani
bomb A.Q. Khan'’s
confession is only tjp of
aniceberg '

#Bush calls for coordinated
international action to stop
the spread of nuclear
weapons

#Growing demands in US
Congress to hold Pakistan
accountable for nuclear
free market

@NBC, an American TV
network, reports a US
Liaison Committee is
working with Pakistan to
guard its nuclear bombs

#US state department

confirms talks with

Pakistan on safety of

nuclear material

ak nucl

K.P.NAYAR

Washington, Feb. 17: Pakis-
tan, firmly in the dock after
the recent exposure of its
nuclear black market, has
been forced into action to
control its nuclear material
and technology.

The US and Pakistan, work-
ing together to prevent the
proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction, have taken
steps to prevent Islamabad’s
knowhow on atomic bombs
from falling into the hands of
terrorists — especially if Gen-
eral Pervez Musharraf is killed
or overthrown.

Richard Boucher, the state
department’s spokesperson, con-
firmed that “we have had discus-
sions with them (Pakistanis)
about safety of nuclear materi-
als and technology”. He cited the
talks as “another example of
why it is important to safeguard
all that expertise and material”.

There has been a rash of rep-
orts here in the last few days
about steps taken by the Americ-
ans to impose controls on Pakis-
tan’s nuclear assets in the light
of the scandal surrounding Abd-
ul Qadeer Khan, the father of Isl-
amabad’s nuclear programme.

NBC Television carried a det-
ailed report on how a “US liaison
comimittee” is working to guard

J Luﬁ\i /’ ) ‘A

Pakistan’s nuclear bombs. “Mee-
ting every two months, they are
helping Pakistan develop state-
of-the-art security, including sec-
ret authorisation codes for the
arsenal,” NBC said.

Boucher denied the netw-
ork’s report, but would only go so
far as to say that talks have been
held with Pakistan on securing
nuclear material and technology:.

“We are prevented by law and
the (Nuclear) Non-proliferation
Treaty (NPT), for that matter,
from getting involved in the
safety of nuclear weapons, ques-
tions involving nuclear weap-
ons,” he said.

Experts here believe that if
the US and Pakistan are working
together to safeguard nuclear
material and technology, it is un-
likely that actual weapons will
not be covered by those steps.

However, because of Ameri-
ca’s non-proliferation laws and
its signature on the NPT, the
spokesperson has to walk on a
fine line without stepping on the
wrong side of domestic legisla-
tion and US treaty obligations.

Intelligence  assessments
here are that Pakistan’s nuclear
bombs are not kept fully assem-
bled. They are stored with their
fissile cores separated from the
non-nuclear components.

If such is, indeed, the case,
the joint US-Pakistan effort to

ear set-up

ensure the safety of nuclear ma-
terial could cover the bom"s as
well.

Technically, the Americ ns
would not be violatingthe N T
or domestic laws as long
those weapons are not ful.y
assembled.

Sources here said that, desp-
ite Musharraf’s assertions to the
contrary, top Pakistani officials
have told the US that Islamabad’s
nuclear assets are vulnerable.

It is understood that ongoing
talks between Pakistan and the
US involve — in addition to sec-
ret authorisation codes for nuc-
lear material — security of the
kind that is enforced at Ameri-
can nuclear installations.

The Americans are expected
to encourage Pakistan to disass-
emble even their assembled nuc-
lear weaponry and store compo-
nents in separate locations. The
effort would ensure that no indi-
vidual or group can get hold of
all the compohents and put toge-
ther a nuclear bomb.

It is here that India’s role bec-
omes crucial. The Americans
believe it would be easier to con-
vince Islamabad to take these
steps if the Indo-Pak peace pro-
cess gains momentum and Isla-
mabad no longer sees it neces-
sary to keep atom bombs in rea-
diness as a deterrent against an
attack from India.
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 17. India and
Pakistan have arrived at a
“proad understanding” on the
modalities and timeframe to
carry forward the process of a
composite dialogue that was
interrupted in 1998.

An agreement on the
timetable and format was
reached today, the second day
of Joint Secretary-level talks
held in the hill town of
Murree, 50 km from here. The
Indian and Pakistan Foreign
Secretaries, Shashank and Riaz
Khokar, are expected to put
their seal of approval on the
pact at their meeting here
tomorrow.

Indications are that the first
round of talks on substantive
issues identified in the 1998
composite dialogue format will
be held some time in May in
New Delhi. 1t is not
immediately clear if the May
round will cover all the eight
subjects.

Under the 1998 agreed
format, peace and security,
including confidence-building
measures (CBMs), and Jammu
and Kashmir, were to be
discussed at the level of
Foreign Secretaries.

The other six subjects and
the level in which these were
to be discussed (given in
brackets) are: Siachen
(Defence Secretaries), the
Tulbul navigation project
(Water and Power Secretaries),
Sir Creek (Additional Secretary,
Defence/Surveyor-General),
terrorism and drug trafficking
(Home Secretaries), economic
and commercial cooperation
(Commerce Secretaries) and
the promotion of friendly
exchange in various fields
(Culture Secretaries).

Pakistan is keen on
elevating Kashmir for
discussion to the political level
though no such indication was
given at the talks. The
argument is that dialogue on
the contentious issue should
be at the ministerial level, as
progress on it would require
political decisions.

This was evident from the
comments made by the
Pakistan Foreign Minister,
Khursheed Mehmood Kasuri,
on the need to quicken the
pace of talks on Kashmir.

“The President is wearing
two hats for a year and

g ——

v timeframe for talks

Focus now on communication, transport links

Pakistan’s Foreign Secretary, Riaz Khokar (left), greets India’s Ambassador to Pakistan, Shivshankar Menon (right), and
Arun Kumar Singh, Joint Secretary in the External Affairs Ministry, before their meeting in Islamabad on Tuesday. — AP

advantage should be taken of
that,” he said. He argued that
it was important not to draw
out the process and not give
those looking to disrupt the
peace process an opportunity
to intervene.

Mr. Kasuri said the
widespread perception among
the people of India and
Pakistan was that a political
party like the BJP was best
placed to deliver peace to the
region.

He said that all these factors
combined to ensure that the
talks proceeded along the
desired lines, so that this
feeling of deja vu arising from
the cynical “we have gone
through all this before” could
be overcome.

Mr. Kasuri said that it would
be a good idea if India and

Pakistan began discussions to
introduce and implement
nuclear confidence-building
measures. “If either party ever
makes any mistake here, this
mistake will be fatal,” he
added.

He said that there were
reasons why the current talks
could succeed. One, the
situation in South Asia had
changed. Two, the phrase
“global village” was not a
cliché any longer. Both India
and Pakistan realised that they
could not impose their will on
each other and that peace was
possible only through a
negotiated settlement on all
issues, including Jammu and
Kashmir.

In the course of the talks in
the last two days, India did
not raise the subject of

i FEB 2004

nuclear CBMs. The view is
that these could be discussed
under the “peace and security”
agenda, which already figures
in the composite diague.

India is not enthused over
the Pakistani proposal on a
restraint regime as New Delhi
believes that its defence
preparedness is not Pakistan-
centric.

Officials also underlined
that the modalities and
timeframe of the composite
dialogue had to be read along
with the January 6 statement.
The statement had referred to
some reassurances on what
needed to be done and the
assurances to sustain the
process in the context of
terrorism.
~ The Indian assessment so
far is that while the ceasefire

has held and that infiltration is
considerably down, there is no
visible action on dismantling
of the terrorism infrastructure,
camps, funding and training
by Pakistan.

With the modalities and the
timeframe for the composite
dialogue out of the way, India
and Pakistan will now focus
on technical-level talks on
reviving the communication
links between Munnabhao
(Rajasthan) and Khokharapar
(Sindh) and running a bus
service between Muzaffarabad
and Srinagar.

The Rajasthan/Sindh link
talks are scheduled here on
March 8 and 9 and these will
be followed by parleys on
March 29 and 30 for
establishing bus services on
both sides of Kashmir.
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t may not have attracted much of a splash in the news-

papers but media monitors across the western border
would certainly have latched on to the clean chit that Geor-
ge Fernandes has #warded to Pakistan. His observations on
the militant situation in Jammu and Kashmir would prove
mighty handy to Islamabad’s representatives at the forth-
coming meeting to re-launch the dialogue process. In an un-
provoked interview to a national news agency the defence
minister said that India had “solid information” that the Pa-
kistan government had taken measures to contain terrorism
and that infiltration had come down by a “considerable ex-
tent.” He went on to talk about “autonomous agencies” in-
dulging in terrorist acts but there was no evidence of their
being funded by the Pakistani authorities.

That very same day the Chief of the Army Staff had advo-
cated waiting and watching. According to him the fall in
infiltration levels could be the combined effect of ‘General
Winter’, more extensive border fencing, greater use of sen-
sors and a revised deployment pattern, the Chief had said.
He would wait till the summer re-opened the passes before
drawing conclusions. It would have been possible to explain
away those differing assessments as the result of the Army
not being supplied the “solid information” that the defence
minister was talking about. But that would not explain why
the view of the external affairs ministry tallies with that of
the Chief, not Fernandes’. So was this just another case of
George deliberately being sensational? Remember he has
not hit the front pages too hard in recent days, and remem-
ber also how when the guns were blazing in Kargil he dec-
lared that Nawaz Sharif had played no role in that mischief.
Issuing good conduct certificates is nothing new to him.
There would have been no cause to join issue with Fernan-
des had the talks not been just a few days away. It is an oper |
secret that the officials of both countries will have to grop e
their way through difficulty and darkness to come up with
even the contours of an acceptable framework for the dia-
logue. It would be imperative that India speaks in just one
voice on any matter that be included in the agenda. Even if
that requires the defence minister to hold his peace.
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Talks on Indo -Pak talks begin

Wf\

W £

Officials discuss modalztzes and timeframe for dialogue

Press Trust of India
Islamabad, February 16

THE MODALITIES and
timeframe for the compos-
ite Indo-Pak dialogue on bi-
lateral issues, including
Jammu and Kashmir, were
discussed in a “constructive
manner” between officials
of the two countries, with
India reportedly suggesting
the setting up of commit-
tees at various levels to
tackle various problems.

On the opening day of
the three-day officials talks,
both sides exchanged pro-
posals and Pakistan de-
scribed the parleys as being
held in a “cordial and con-
structive manner.”

While the Indian side
was headed by Joint Secre-
tary in the External Affairs
Ministry Arun Singh, the
host side was headed by
Jalil Abbas Jilani, Director-
General in the Foreign Of-
fice. The third-day parleys
would be conducted by For-
eign Secretary Shashank
and his Pakistani, counter-
part Riaz Khokhar.

“The two delegations dis-
cussed modalities and a
time-frame for resumption
of a composite dialogue.
Some proposals were ex-
changed in this regard”,
Pakistan Foreign Office
spokesman Masood Khan
told reporters.

Khan said both the sides
expressed satisfaction on
the progress made on the
first day and the parleys
would continue on Tuesday.
Indian officials also ex-
pressed satisfaction over the
way the talks were conduct-
ed on Monday and said there
was no substantive issues
discussed except the modali-
ties and the time-frame. The
modalities included the set-
ting up of different official-
level committees to discuss
each of the issues.

Both sides refused to di-
vulge details of the talks ex-
cept saying that the focus
was on modalities and time-
frame of the composite dia-
logue, first agreed to by the
two countries in June 1997.

Eight issues listed in the
1997 composite dialogue
agenda included peace and
security, Kashmir, Siachen,
Wullar Barrage, Sir Creek,
terrorism and drug-traffick-
ing and economic coopera-
tion. Kashmir and peace and
security were discussed at
the level of Foreign Secre-
taries in the past, while other
issues were slated to be taken
up at various other levels.

India reportedly ex-
pressed its preference for
doing it the same way. The
Indian side is also under-
stood to have expressed its

AP

A JKLF supporter chants slogans against Pakistan-India peace talks at a rally in Muzaffarabad, capital of Pakistan-occupied

Kashmir, on Monday.

First day, first show...

The official-level dialogue
discussed the modalities
and a time-frame for
resumption of a
composite dialogue

Indian officials said the
modalities included the
setting up of different
official-level committees
to discuss each of the
issues.

Eight issues listed in the
1997 composite dialogue
agenda included peace
and security, Kashmir,
Siachen, Wullar Barrage,

Sir Creek, terrorism and
drug-trafficking and
economic cooperation.
Kashmir and peace and
security were discussed
at the level of foreign
secretaries in the past,
while other issues

were slated to be taken

by Indian Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee

and Pakistani President
General Pervez
Musharraf at their
ice-breaking

meeting on January 5 on
the sidelines of the
Saarc summit

up at various other leveis in islamabad

Both sides indicated that The officials of both the
that these eight points countries expressed
remained the focus of satisfaction on the
discussions progress made on the

The talks were held in line
with the decision taken

first day and the parleys
would continue on
Tuesday

preference to broadly re-
tain the eight-point struc-
ture in which issues like
confidence-building meas-
ures on nuclear issues
could be tagged along with
peace and security.

Both sides indicated that
that these eight points re-
mained the focus of discus-
sions.

The entire structure of
the composite dialogue was
expected to be crystallised
on Wednesday after talks
between the two Foreign
Secretaries. The talks were
held in line with the deci-
sion taken by Prime Minis-

ter A.B. Vajpayee and Pak-
istan President Prevez
Musharraf at their ice-
breaking meeting on Janu-
ary 5 on the sidelines of the
Saarc summit in Islamabad.

Briefing the media after
the talks, Masood Khan de-
clined to go into the details,
but, at the same time, said,
“Kashmir, of course, re-
mains part of the dialogue...
We're looking for a solution
that can ensure peace and
stability in the region, jus-
tice for Kashmiris and a se-
cure future for the people of
South Asia”.

Asked what the need to

discuss the agenda again
was when the issues be-

tween the countries had al- .

ready been defined, Khan
said the objective was to
structure the dialogue and
make it more “predictable”.
He said the joint statement
issued after the Vajpayee-
Musharraf meeting had al-
ready provided the neces-
sary political will to carry
forward the dialogue. There
was a need to maintain this
momentum. He said, “The
talks should be substantive,
structured and sustained”.

Khan said there was a
“very salutary environ-

ment to Kickstart the
process, which had been
stalled for over two years”.
The international commu-
nity, he said, was very sup-
portive of the process and
the credif went to the states-
manship of both the lead-
ers.

When asked about
Musharraf’s recent state-
ments that both sides
should demonstrate flexi-
bility, he said that that stage
was yet to come, “Flexibili-
ty has to be mutual and re-
ciprocal”’, he said, while
maintaining that Monday'’s
parleys only covered modal-
ities and time-frame.

To a question on whether
the issue of fencing of the
Line of Control (LoC)
would be discussed, he said,
“All issues would be dis-
cussed... The two sides will
touch on all dimensions™.

He said the talks were the

beginning of a composite

dialogue process, which
deals with integrated issues
and to which both the coun-
tries had agreed. According
to him, the composite dia-
logue process “collapsed”
after the Agra summit.

This time around, he
hoped, all issues, including
that of J&K, would be taken
up. The composite dialogue
remained “suspended”
since 1998 and what was
started on Monday was the
process agreed to by Vajpay-
ee and Musharraf.
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NEW DELHI 15 FEBRUARY

Y\ VEN as it initiates the
r—‘ process of formal talks
A with Pakistan on Mon-
day, India has decided not to
raise the recent nuclear prolifer-
ation scandal in its discussions.
The government has decided
that it is best that the issue that
caused acute embarrassment to
the Musharraf regime be tackled
at the multilateral level.

Although Pakistan has been
forced on the backfoot due to
revelations of hawking nuclear
material, New Delhi is not going
to deviate from the script agreed
upon by both sides following the
Islamabad Saarc summit,

This means that the three-
day discussions, beginning
with sittings at the joint secre-
tary level and culminating

/Lndia not
Thissue during

t%?aise

__TALKING TERMS

Vajpayee & Musharraf
with talks at the foreign secre-
tary level, will meticulously fo-
cus on working out modalities
for holding the composite dia-
logue. It will entail agreeing
upon the agenda, a comprehen-
sive time frame as well as se-
quencing of the discussions
over all contentious issues.

“A successful meeting would
mean coming out with a broad
framework and timeframe for
holding a composite dialogue,”
government managers said. The

nuclear

Pak talks

Indian team led by joint secre-
tary Arun Singh reached Islam-
abad on Sunday night.

Foreign secretary Sashank is
ecpected to reach Islamabad on
Tuesday evening.

The decision to avoid raising
the nuclear controversy at this
stage is clearly obligated by var-
ious factors. For one, New Dejhi
does not wish to narrow the is-
sue down to a bilateral platform.
It feels that such a move willnot
only dilute the pressure at the
international level on Pakistan
but may also provide it with an
excuse to derail the talks, be-
sides giving another dimension
to the controversy.

New Delhi’s has voiced con-
cerns over nudear proliferation,
and its response to the scandal
makes it clear that India does
not want to view it through the
prism of Indo-Pak ties alone.

The Economic Times
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~~ INDO-PAK JOINT SECYS TO MEET TODAY

Focus on tallg§
" timetable

Feb 15. — Contrary to expectations of a
major breakthrough, the talks beginning in
Islamabad tomorrow between the joint
secretaries of Indian and Pakistani foreign
ministries would focus on the sequencing
and modalities of the composite dialogue
process, and not on fixing the agenda. The
agenda and the level at which the eight
sets of issues are to be tackled exists in the
agreement the foreign secretaries of the
two countries signed on 23 September
1998 in New York.

Analysts said the “talks about talks”
would be deemed a success if the officials
agree on the dates for the talks and the
time-frame within which they’re to be
carried out. On Monday and Tuesday, the
joint secretary heading the Pakistan-
Afghanistan-Iran division, Mr Arun K
Singh, will meet his counterpart, Mr Jalil
Abbas lJilani, and decide on the modali-
ties for the composite dialogue, Indian
high commissioner in Islamabad Mr Shiv
Shankar Menon, deputy high commis-
sioner Mr TCA Raghavan, political coun-
sellor Mr Gitesh Sarma and the under-
secretary dealing with Pakistan, Mr
Deepak Mittal, would be present at the
talks. Foreign secretaries Mr Shashank
and Mr Riaz Khokhar are likely to okay
the schedule and sequencing set by the
official§on 18 February. ’

‘Mr Shashank said in Islamabad today:
“We’re going to start the process agreed

THE STATESM:N

to in the joint statement. That will mean
looking into modalities for the dialogue
process and see what could be done to
sustain the dialogue process.” In the joint
statement issued after the talks between
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee and Gen. Per-
vez Musharraf in Islamabad in Janhuary,
both sides agreed to hold a composite
dialogue to resolve all outstanding issues,
including Kashmir. Gen. Musharraf had
also assured that he would not allow
Pakistani soil to be used by terrorists,

Asked whether the eight-point compos-
ite dialogue agreed to by India and
Pakistan in 1997 would be carried for-
ward, Mr Shashank said the process
would be started and the likely schedul-
ing of meetings taken up.

The agenda has already been set out
for the dialogue. The foreign secretaries
are to deal with issues of peace and secu-
rity, including confidence-building mea-
sures, and Kashmir. Home secretaries are
to deal with terrorism and drug traffick-
ing, defence secretaries with Siachen, and
water & power secretaries with the
Wullar barrage and Tulbul navigation
project. The additional secretary of
defence and Pakistan’s surveyor-general
are to discuss Sir Creek.

Delhi has also agreed to hold technical-
level talks on bus links between Munabao
(Rajasthan) and Khokrapar (Sind), and
Srinagar and Muzaffarabad (PoK) in
March. It also intends to talk to Islamabad
about the time-frame for the resumption
of the composite dialogue process.

16 FEB 2004



4 }ieverse SWing;..

oes govt really think Pak tour's safe?

th the three busiest bees in the Indian bonnet —

electlons, cricket and Pakistan — buzzing simultane-
ously, a sting was likely no matter which way the issue of
the tour across the border was approached. But it wouldn’t
have been as sharp had the government not, in effect.
conducted an absurdly late-in-the day public debate ove
the issue and appeared horribly confused.

That the foreign minister, Yashwant Sinha, was picked to
formally greenlight the tour is indirect acknowledgement
of the fact that government had tried to spin, botched it
and then applied the administrative equivalent of the
bottlecap to produce the reverse swing. South Block has
therefore invited several googlies. The cricket series has
been on the agenda ever since the Prime Minister’s “hand
of friendship” speech. Political clearance came around the
time of the SAARC summit. The decision to go for early
polls came after the summit but was a matter being
considered ever since the BJP won three major state
elections in November. Therefore reflections on post-
poning the tour could have happened at least as early as

" when the Indian team was touring Australia and certain
senior members were feeding news agencies unattri-

_ butable stories about security fears. Were those concerns

- serious, the BCCI-home ministry team should not have
been sent to Pakistan. With the team certain to give
Pakistani arrangements a safety grade, the only way the
tour could have been postponed is by saying clearly that
the situation in India, not in Pakistan, was the problem.

The government may be wary of admitting this up front.
But does that mean it has sacrificed genuine concerns at
the altar of diplomatic and public pressures to look and act
nice? We will never know. But everyone who has been
dewy-eyed about India touring its neighbour should keep
that question in mind, as should those who have argued
that the tour is an input in the peace process.

They will look foolish, callous and irresponsible should
the Indian team find itself at the rough end of some
Pakistani jikadi enterprise. And so will the government,
More so because it would then stand accused of re-
thinking its rethink. As for the sport and peace argument,
the cricket series is a by-product of normalisation, not a
building block. Cricketers are not MEA officials in whites,
attractive though the option looks considering how
diligently dour our diplomats often are. Pakistanis may be
understandably anxious that the tour starts as planned.
The country needs something positive now that A Q
Khan’s nuclear entrepreneurship is widely suspected to
have had the blessings of the country’s establishment and
Islamabad has come the closest in its chequered history to
being branded a rogue. But that shouldn’t matter, more so
because India is doing its bit already by virtually
pretending Pakistani nuclear proliferation does not exist.
Here’s hoping a safe tour for the players and also that they
read the sport better than their government read the
politics.

THE STATESMAN 9, gfo ..



“Vajpayee ¢

PMO prevails
over Advani

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Feb. 14: Cricket
has won against politics with
the government today declar-
ing that India’s tour of Pak-
istan would go ahead.

The Prime Minister’s Office
prevailed over the home min-
istry, headed by L.K. Advani,
which wanted the tour to be
put off till after the Lok Sabha
elections, expected any time
between mid-April and early
May. The tour is scheduled to
start in March.

Although security reasons
were cited in a media campaign
pressing for postponement, the
real fear was that any “untoward
incident” during the series
would spoil the “feel-good” fac-
tor before the polls.

Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee allowed the issue to be
played out in the public sphere
before stepping in. The decision
to go ahead with the cricket ser-
ies, which surprised many, came
after a meeting at his 7 Race Cou-

rity adviser Brajesh Mishra.

“After taking into considera-
tion all aspects, it was decided
that the two countries should go
ahead with their cricket matches
as proposed,” Sinha told re-
porters after the meeting.

The detailed schedule has not
been worked out yet. This will be
done only after the three-mem-
ber recce team of the Board of
Control for Cricket in India
(BCCD returns from Islamabad
on Monday. Asked if a decision
was taken on the tour itinerary
at the meeting, Sinha said it was
for the BCCI to fix the schedule
in consultation with its counter-
part in Pakistan.

Sinha’s ministry was in
favour of the tour because it
feared a postponement would
hit the peace process. It would
have vitiated the atmosphere
ahead of the official-level dia-
logue between the two countries,
beginning on Monday. Calling
off the tour would have also
taken away the current diplo-
matic advantage that Delhi
has over Islamabad, the foreign

rse Road residence office held.
this morning. Restoration of
The meeting cricketing ties was
was attended by | we've decided.inthe | oneof the confide-
deputy Prime Min- spirit of sport’ that nce-building meas-
ister Advani, exte- | ndiaand Pakistan | ures the neighbo-
rnal affairs minis- will play cricket urs had agreed on.
ter Yashwant Sin- as scheduled Going back on any
ha, finance minis- such measure
ter Jaswant Singh YASHWANT SINHA would have invited
and national secu- guestions about

.

India’s sincerity in improving
relations, it believed.

Media reports of a possible
postponement had evoked a sha-
rpreaction from Islamabad. Pak-
istan Cricket Board chief Shaha-
ryar Khan today said the decisi-
on to go ahead with the tour wo-
uld have a “positive impact” but
added that he had never thought
the series was in doubt. “Only

atches
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the media speculated that the
tour was in doubt. But we were
optimistic as we had not heard
anything officially from the Indi-
an government or the BCCL”

BCCI chief Jagmohan Dal-
miya thanked the government
for a cricket-friendly decision.
He added that security consider-
ations were kept in mind while
making the decision.

Although sources insisted
that both Vajpayee and Advani
agreed that cricketing ties be-
tween the neighbours should be
restored, today’s decision is
bound to be seen as a loss of face
for the home ministry.

Advani’s ministry had float-
ed the view that the tour be post-
poned on security grounds, a th-
eme the BJP and the RSS had

|
\
|
|
1
|
|
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|
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|
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picked up. The deputy Prime Mi-
nister had not commented on the
issue but his junior ministers,
1.D. Swamy and Swami Chinma-
yanand, appeared on television
speaking in different voices. Sw-
amy insisted the tour would take
place but Chinmayanand said it
would not. He cited Pakistan’s
involvement in nuclear prolifer-
ation as the reason for not going.

, cricket wins

Hint of two-part
trip split by poll

LOKENDRA PRATAP SAHI

Calcutta, Feb. 14: While the
Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI) has got the Atal
Bihari Vajpayee government’s
unconditional okay for the Re-
vival Series, it shouldn't sur-
prise if the Tests and ODIs are
scheduled on either side of the
general elections.

Of course, one isn’t suggest-
ing that the BCCI has struck
a deal. However, according to
The Telegraph’s sources, three
“factors” can’t exactly be
discounted.

First, while in Pakistan, the
players won’t be able to tolerate
the siege-like atmosphere be-
yond a point. Then, they can do
without a lengthy (and very tax-
ing) tour within weeks of a huge-
ly demanding one in Australia.
And, finally, the BCCI may still
make a “gesture” towards the
home ministry, which is deputy
Prime Minister Lal Krishna
Advani’s fief.

Although everybody in the
corridors of power is now
singing in unison, it’s no secret
that Advanifavoured a postpone-
ment till after the elections.

Nobody will go on record, but
indications are the home minis-
try leaks were actually aimed at
sending a message to the BCCI.
Essentially, that the Jagmohan
Dalmiya-headed body announce
a unilateral deferment without
seeking a written advisory.

The BCCI didn't play ball as
doing so would have exposed it
to claims possibly in excess of
Rs 50 crore from the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB). At the
same time, it dutifully main-
tained the government’s deci-
sion would be respected.

Now that the BCCI has got
what it wanted, sources feel it
won't be a bad idea if “some re-
gard” is shown to the views ini-
tially expressed — albeit unoffi-
cially — by the Advani-headed
ministry.

However, for that to happen,
the BCCImust first initiate adia-
logue with Shaharyar Khan and
Co. Perhaps, even the PCB won't
mind hosting Team India twice
over a specified period.

In fact, security agencies
across the border should be
more at ease with such an
arrangement.

Meanwhile, captain Sourav
Ganguly has confirmed his
availability. He said so during an
exclusive chat before leaving for
Lucknow this afternoon.

Dalmiya, for his part, de-
clared that “nobody is going
to be forced” if he doesn’t feel
comfortable making the trip.
“After all, we'll be playing
cricket, not fighting a war,” he
pointed out.

The itinerary will be ready
within a week, after Dalmiya’s
return from an ICC meeting in

. London.

l See Sport
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New Delhi: Breaking its studied si-
lence on the matter; India on Friday
said Dr A.Q. Khan’s proliferation of
nuclear weapons know-how and mate-
rial to Iran and Libya was not merely
an internal matter of Pakistan but a
concern for the entire international
community.

“Obviously, it appears to me that
things will not stop here,” external af-
fairs minister Yashwant Sinha told a
joint press conference with British for-
eign secretary Jack Straw. “Pakistan is
not a signatory to the NPT (nuclear
non-proliferation treaty) but Iran and
Libya are. These issues have to be de-
bated at the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency so that we have more re-
sponsible behaviour from countries

By Siddharth Varadarajan
Times NEws NETWORK

.

Nuke leaks not internal
matter of Pak: Sinha

at have nuclear capabilities,” Mr
Sinha said, adding, “Dr Khan has been
pardoned, but I don’t know what the
charges are. Our system is different.
You have to be charged and convicted
before you are pardoned. But obvious-
ly they have some charges.”

Asked their response to Dr Khan’s
claim that successive Pakistani gov-
ernments knew nothing of his trans-
actions, both Mr Sinha and Mr Straw
declined to answer.

Mr Sinha’s measured comments are
a clear reflection of India’s decision
not to milk the recent revelations—and
Dr Khan’s confessions—to score politi-
cal points over Pakistan. Unlike other
occasions when Indian officials have
jumped at every opportunity to wag a
finger at Pakistan, the external affairs
minister had to be prompted for his re-
sponse this time.
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Kashm

Islamabad: Expressing the hope t}lfat a
solution to the Kashmir problem could
“most likely” be found by the year- end,
Pakistan President Perevz Musharraf
on Thursday made it clear that he
would prefer to leave power rather
than compromising on the issue.

Addressing Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir assembly in Muzaffarabad to mark
the ‘Kashmir Solidarity Day’ Gen
Musharraf said the Indo-Pak dialogue
process, scheduled to begin later this
month, was expected to pick up steam
after the Indian elections.

Contending that India’s seriousness
about the dialogue would be known af-
ter the elections, he said he believed
that the Kashmir issue could be re-
solved most likely by the year-end.

Hitting out at political “oppor-
tunists” in Pakistan who tried to raise
doubts in the minds of the people that
he was heading fo sell-out on kash-
mir’ the Generdl said anyone compro-
mist the Kashmir issue and mis-

_sie"programme would be a “traitor”
“and he would prefer to leave power in-

stead of doihngko.

Gen Musharraf said he decided to
address the assembly instead of Prime
Minister Zafarullah Khan Jamali to
make a detailed presentation on the
events leading to thaw in Indo-Pak ties
and the agreement between the two
countries to begin the composite dia-
logue process.

Referring to a host of confidence-
building measures initiated by both the
countries, Gen Musharraf said the
CBMS would not be of much help if the
dialogue on Kashmir made no progress.

About his comments in an interview
that Pakistan was ready to drop the de-
mand for UN resolution on Kashmir,
the General said he was quoted out of
context. He said Pakistan could show
flexibility on Kashmir provided the
talks reached a stage where both sides
could discuss a solution to it.

“I said if the dialogue process be-;
gins, if Kashmir is discussed, if there'
is progress on talks to find solution, we
should show flexibility and come out of
stated positions,” he said. en(
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New Delhi, Jan. 27: India and
Pakistan today said they would
resume talks next month but
made sure their announcements
did not give the impression that
either side had compromised
over the level at which the dia-
logue would commence.

Foreign ministry spokesman
Navtej Sarna said joint sec-
retary-level talks on February 16
and 17 will be followed by a one-
day meeting of foreign secre-
taries on February 18 to “comm-
ence the process of the compos-
ite dialogue”. In Islamabad, the
venue of the talks, his Pakistani
counterpart said foreign secre-
tary-level talks will be preceded
by the meeting of the directors-
general (joint secretary level).

Despite the wording of the
two announcements, the agree-
ment over the level of talks refl-
ects that both are determined to
maintain the peace momentum,

Sources said India’s “prefer-
ence” was that modalities sho-
uld be worked out at the joint
secretary-level while Pakistan
felt the foreign secretaries
should also meet or that it
should be held only at that level.
“So we agreed on having it at.
both levels.” g

Jobs, Tuesday’s
supplement, is being

distributed with today’s
paper as Republic Day
was a holiday

Joint secretary Arun
Singh will lead the Indian dele-
gation on February 16 and 17.
Foreign secretary Shashank will
hold talks with his Pakistani
counterpart Riaz Khokhar the
next day.

The Islamabad meet might
fix the dates for the revival of the
composite dialogue in March.
Sources said next month’s talks
would help Delhi and Islamabad
schedule and focus on the issues -
likely to be included in the eight
agreed subjects of the composite
dialogue. :

While the foreign secretaries
deal with Kashmir and matters
related to security, the rest,
which include issues like Sir
Creek and Siachen, are dealt
with by other officials.
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WASHINGTON, Jan. 21.
— Pakistan { has shown
“much greater flexibility
and determination” in
dealing with Kashmir,
external affairs minister
Mr Yashwant Sinha was
quoted by The Washigton
Times as saying in an inter-
view yesterday.

He said cross-border in-

filtration is “far less” than
it was a year ago, but the
real test might come dur-
ing spring. He said his trip
coincided with one of the
warmest periods in memo-
ry for India-USA ties.
He emphasised there was
no US role in “terms of me-
diation” between India and
Pakistan,  contradicting
Gen Colin Powell’s recent
remarks that the breakth-
rough in Islamabad was the
result of the USA's efforts.
Mr .Sinha also met Mr
George W Bush and later
held talks with Gen Powell.
Missile defence talks: India
and the USA will “very
soon” hold talks to imple-
ment “promptly” their agr-
eement on missile defence.
New precedent: Mr Sinha
set a new precedent of sorts
by visiting the White House
twice on the same day. He
met Mr Bush during the
day yesterday and returned
in the evening to have talks
with Ms Condoleeza Rice.
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~Islamabad showing
exihili

l

, says Sinha

Mr Yashwant Sinha at the Woodrow Wilson internationat
Centre for Scholars in Washington on Tuesday. — PTI

10 steps for peace in South Asia

Following are the ten-points B Adopt national policies |

Mr Sinha emphasised for that address concerns of

South Asia’s progress: diverse population groups.

N Advance democracy and M Foster greater people-to-

strengthen democratic people contacts.

institutions. B Invest in cross-border

W Commit to resolve all infrastructure for energy,

disputes peacefully. transport and water.

W Abjure support and ‘& Invest in programmes for !
poverty alleviation, health,

education and environment.

@ Emphasise South Asian

identity.

& Work to create a common

economic space. — PTI

PM takes it lightly

NEW DELHI, Jan. 21. -~ Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee ook Ji htly
the criticism hurled at him by Mrs Sonia Gandhi yesterc

on his ‘inconsistent policy on Pakistar”, “First she welcomed
; my peace initiatives with an and even the talks bet-
}ndi& and Paki PN

prevent activities of forces
seeking to undermine
stability of each other.

B Cooperate in combating
terrorism and other forms of
cross-border crimes.
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~ Allies dwe

on threat to
Mushgrraf

OUR SPECIAL Ny

CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Jan. 20: India ak
Russia are of the view that Per-
vez Musharraf has emerged as
one of the biggest targets of ji-
hadis operating from Pakistan
and territory under its control.

Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee agreed with visiting
Russian defence minister Sergei
Ivanov, when the two met in
South Block this evening, that
Musharraf’s threat perception
has shot up in the past few
months.

- Both leaders felt the Pakistan
President could not afford to go
slow in his fight against terror-
ists if he was serious about
cleaning up his country of the
menace and putting it firmly on
the peace track with India.

During their 45-minute meet-
ing, the two leaders spoke on bi-
lateral, regional and interna-
tional developments of mutual
interest. Earlier, Ivanov met his
Indian counterpart George Fer-
nandes and national security ad-
viser Brajesh Mishra..

Vajpayee, briefing Ivanov on
his recent visit to Islamabad and
the peace initiative with Pak-
istan, said: “We are on the right
path and if Musharraf keeps his
promise, there is every chance of
a breakthrough in India-Pak-
istan relations.”

The Pakistan President is
high on terrorists’ hit list after
he initiated serious steps against
the re-grouping of Taliban and
al Qaida members along the Pak-
istan-Afghanistan border in the
past few months, following com-
plaints from Kabul and the US.
The situation worsened for

Musharraf after he showed

signs of sincerely responding to
Vajpayee’s peace initiative. !

But the peace process
notwithstanding, India still be-

THE TELEGRAPH

heves Paklstan is the b1ggqst
source of proliferation ~of
weapons of mass destruction.
The issue was raised by Ivanpv,
who told Vajpayee the interna-.
tional community should fo¢us
on Pakistan, “If this is a serigus
concern then we don’t havejto
look anywhere else but Pak-
istan,” Ivanov is reported ;to
have said.

Vajpayee, who had not initjat-
ed the discussion, prompily
pointed out that India had
been talking about Pakistan
being one of the worst prolifera-
tors of such weapons for a
long time and had been trymg to
draw world focus.

But officials present were a
little suprised at Ivanov’s deci-
sion to bring up Pakistan’s pro-
liferation record. It was seen.as
an attempt by Moscow to embar-
rass the Americans for not hav-
ing done much with Islamabad
on this score although it has
been pointing a finger at others.

Sergei Ivanovat .
New Delhi. (AFP)

'7“1\, 4



rd
./

b
v

7" Turbulence within Pakistan poses the real problem for closer Indo-Pak ties

Implosions in Islamabad

ter than pick up from where

Pervez Musharraf left off. At
his Islamabad press conference at
the end of the recent Saarc summit,
a packed house naturally in view
of the obsession of journalists the
world over to covet and sniff out a
‘breakthrough!, the general told his
audience all about his phone con-
versation with Atal Bihari Vajpayee
earlier in the day.

The military president had
wished the Indian leader “good
health”. The democratically elected
prime minister had wished for
the man in fatigues God’s “protec-
tion”. Thus, a six-para joint state-
ment was born, one that few had bet
on. But does a ‘joint statement’ nec-
essarily portend common endeav-
our in pursuit of a ‘joint purpose’?

Given India-Pakistan vicissi-
tudes, we shall have to wait for an
answer though fine words have been
written and spoken on both sides
and that itself is a gain. Having lis-
tened in on the Pervez-Atal phone
talk, let’s just wish both leaders God
speed and good luck with the work
they have undertaken to all-round
applause. If the sentiments of good
faith and optimism survive a criti-
cal stretch of time, the people of
both countries will be immeasur-
ably enriched. But there is, sadly,
ground enough for the sceptic to be
heard, and the reasons have mainly
to do with Pakistan’s inner turbu-
lence, although its people in the
main seek normality with India.

As for the Islamabad event itself,
Indians can’t begin to count their
blessings, of course — the PM is
back home safe from one of the
most dangerous places in the world.
Remember, though in Islamabad for
barely five hours, President Clinton
had to use a decoy aircraft and a
look-alike secret service agent as a
real-life decoy to deceive jehadi mis-
chief-doers in and outside the Pak-
istani establishment.

Also, as a people who have faced
the full brunt of Pakistan-brewed je-
hadi terror, Indians should be re-
lieved that no physical harm has
come to Musharraf. With Pakistan’s
democratic opposition bundled out
of the public arena by the military-
mullah alliance, one may reason-
ably expect a great deal of political
chaos in that country if the dictator
with whom we are once again at-
tempting to do business is violently
put out of the way.

After the encouraging outcome of
the recent Vajpayee-Musharraf en-

P ERHAPS ONE may do no bet-

By ANAND K. SAHAY

‘\\ v (U

THE HANDS SHOW THE GAP: Pervez Musharraf

gagement, both leaders sound very
positive. But they would. It is in both
their interest to do so, no matter
what the future may bring. The In-
dian prime minister is gearing up
for a general election in which the
Pakistani tango is to be held aloft as
a trophy though the game has only
just begun.

For the Pakistan chief, just get-
ting India to talk Kashmir is prize
enough, whatever the end result.
For him it has been a long haul since
the Agra botch-up. He badly needs to
show an India-dialogue to earn con-
tinued US approval since Washing-
ton worries over-much about a nu-
clear conflagration over Kashmir in
a tense region cluttered with the
mess of jehad.

But, no less significant, Mushar-
raf also hopes to earn goodwill
points from his own extremists by
showing that he has at last got India
to talk Kashmir, and so will they
ease up please in order to give him
some elbow room? The move he has
now made is tactically important.
He has let jehad down badly on
Afghanistan. Now he has to demon-
strate that he did so only so that he
may be enabled to deliver on Kash-
mir. So far, he has been good to the
Jjehadis bent on Kashmir. Their ob-
jectives converged. It is noteworthy
that after 9/11, the dictator was not
tough on the Jaish-e-Mohammed
and the Lashkar-e-Tayyeba, the
Kashmir-oriented bands, but only
on the extremists concerned with
Afghanistan and elsewhere.

It’s impossible to tell if the jehadis

take Musharraf at his word, al-

though he has tried to reassure them
in several ways. Only last month he
struck a national political deal with
the Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal, the
coalition of fundamentalist parties
that hobnob with the jehadis, and

cut the moderate opposition out. But
the consummate ventriloquist si-
multaneously promised tough ac-
tion against jehadi extremism.

At the summit itself, going com-
pletely against the flow of the delib-
erations and swimming in an oppo-
site direction from the tone and
tenor of India-Pakistan talks on the
summit sidelines, Musharraf urged
in his banquet speech that ‘bilateral
issues’ (read: Kashmir) should be
permitted to be raised under the
Saarc charter. This was the only
sour note to be struck during Vaj-
payee’s three days in Islamabad.
Was it a piece to play later if devel-
opments don’t work out as planned?
When asked about this the Pak-
istani strongman said he was only
articulating a “personal opinion”.

Were the jehadis listening? After
all, they too realise that public opin-
ion in J&K has turned against them
and against the thought of joining
Pakistan. The assembly election of
October 2002 underlined this. From
their perspective, then, Kashmir
can only be taken by force by the
troops of jehad and negotiations
might have little to offer. The ques-
tion for them is: is Pakistan’s mili-
tary ruler still on board, or has he
jumped ship?

These are complex issues, and the
answers lie in the future. If the
Jjehadis are confused about Mushar-
raf, what makes us so confident he
has made common cause with us?
Or that even if he is sincere, the sys-
tem he presides over will back his
altered eourse, if that indeed is the
case? But just look at all the govern-
ment-fed media hype.

It is useful to remember in this
context that while all the recent talk
with Islamabad has concerned at-
mospherics and confidence-build-
ing, we have had real agreements in
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the past — Simla and Lahore — for
which Pakistan has shown con-
tempt. These too had talked about
discussing Kashmir in a calm man-
ner without anyone vitiating the at-
mosphere through hostile acts. Agra
failed precisely because Musharraf
could not bring himself to accept
these basic propositions. As for
Saarc, it is not for the first time that
a Safta time-table has been set.

The real issue is that an economi-
cally and socially exhausted Pak-
istan is at a crossroads. The political
situation is uncertain at best and
the country is buffeted by contrary
pressures. Seeking normality in
their lives, ordinary people desire
peace with India and may now be
ready to overcome the demons of
the past. But the influential jehad
section, which has developed organ-
ic links with the armed forces and
the powerful intelligence communi-
ty, nurses a very different agenda.
Then there are US pressures on
Musharraf (in that country’s own
interest) to work out a deal with In-
dia. In what manner, then, will the
ambiguousness break? Which way
will Pakistan lurch?

If people’s will wins out in the
end — even through the agency of a
military ruler — the obstacles to
peace will have effectively dissipat-
ed, and Musharraf would be on his
way to historical greatness. But
that, at the moment, is a huge con-
jecture. For his part, other than
make some noise, Musharraf has
done little to take on the entrenched
forces of ‘Kashmir jehad’.

In such a scenario, it was im-
politic of Vajpayee during his Islam-
abad trip to describe the dictator as
the ‘best leader’ in Pakistan. This
can only give Musharraf an internal
boost, just as inviting him prema-
turely to Agra had done, which he
may leverage for or against peace,
depending on what pressures he suc-
cumbs to. After Agra, he had used
his new-found leverage against
peace and against India.

If the latest Islamabad dynamic
misfires and we are back to square
one, the despair and cynicism gen-
erated all round will make it very
hard for anyone to take another shot
at peace in the foreseeable future.
That is the position of risk we have
been taken to. Shielding the princi-
pals, it may have been better by far
to work out the same CBMs we have
at the foreign minister level, as in
the case of our Twelve Points — and
Yashwant Sinha would have been a
perfectly competent instrument.



“Pak deals
foreign

o card s

\
OURBURFAUAND PTI

Jan. 15: Pakistan has insisted
that next month’s composite dia-
logue with India should be at the
level of foreign secretaries as
talks between lower-ranked offi-
cials would send a “negative sig-
nal” and cast doubts on the seri-
ousness of the process. -

Foreign ministry officials,
said in Delhi that Islamabad’s
insistence on foreign secretary-
level talks could be an attempt to
focus on Kashmir and kick off
the dialogue with security-relat-
ed issues.

In an interview to PTI in Is-
lamabad last night, Pakistan for-
eign minister Khursheed Meh-
mood Kasuri said a “lot of peo-
ple” preferred the talks to be at
the political level, meaning that
of the foreign ministers.

“But a good compromise wo-
uld be the foreign secretaries
level,” he added, though Delhi
had suggested that joint secreta-
ries should kick off the dialogue.

Kasuri, who hailed the Janu-
ary 5 meeting between Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
~and President Pervez Musharraf
for its “brutal frankness” that
set the stage for the dialogue
process, said talks at the level of
joint secretaries would “really
send a negative signal”.

“There are people who jocu-
larly suggest that it (the talks)
should begin at the section-offi-
cer level. Somehow we are cheap-
ening the whole thing. We are de-
prioritising — giving an impres-
sion that this was not important
enough.”

Of the eight issues covered
by the composite dialogue — last
held between the two sides in
1998 — the foreign secretaries
deal with two — Kashmir and
matters related to security. The
rest, which include issues like
Sir Creek and Siachen, are eit-
her dealt by the secretaries or
joint secretaries of the minis-
tries concerned.

Sources, however, said thou-
gh Delhi was yet to decide on the
level of the talks, it could com-
promise by agreeing to discuss
all eight issues, with the foreign
secretaries discussing Kashmir
and security matters and joint
secretaries and other officials
the rest.

In Rawalpindi, Musharraf
kept up the peace momentum,
telling top military officers at a-
conference that his government
would continue efforts to root
out extremism and all kinds of
terrorism from Pakistani soil.

This was the first meeting of
top commanders after the recent

Saarc summit and Musharraf’s |

meeting with Vajpayee.
M See Page 6

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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“Terror camps

in PoK not
wound up:

%“éfw\ Gen Vii g‘f

Gen NC Vij inspects Army Day parade in New Dethi

on Thursday. — PTI

NEW DELH], Jan. 15. —
Terrorist camps across the
border and the Line of
Control have not been
shut down and despite the
current peace move, work
on border fencing will con-
tinue, Army chief, General
NC Vij, said here today,

A 590-km stretch of the
LoC would be ready by
May, the Army chief said.
The chief added that terr-
orists were sending 15,000
to 16,000 messages daily,
the transmission level bei-
ng as before the recent
India-Pakistan ceasefire.
This suggests that the
camps exist, he added.

Gen NC Vij said it was
too early to assess the situ-
ation as usually little infil-
tration takes place during
the winter months and a
proper assessment of the
infiltration scenario could
only be made in the sum-
mer months.

By then, the fence,
backed by sensors, would
be in place and it would
make infiltration more dif-
ficult. The militants would
also have to try to cross
the International Border
or the difficult Kargil sec-
tor in such a situation.

Viewing the peace
praocess as a positive devel-
opment, the Army chief
said that more troops were
now posted along the
International Border with
Pakistan to ensure that

W S 3
 Only Kashmir on
Hurriyat agenda
- JAMMU, Jan. 15.—The Hu-
rriyat Conference today an-
nounced a five-member ne-
gotiating team for holding a
broad-based dialogue with
the Deputy Prime Minister in
New Delhi on 22 January.
The team comprises the.ch-
airman, Maulvi Md Abbaas
Ansari, Abdul Gani Bhat and
Mirwaix Umar Faroog, Mr Bi-
lal Gani Lone and Mr Fazal
Haq Qureshi. The JKLF, Pe-
ople’s League and Jamaat-
e-islami didn't attend foday’s
meeting. — SNS G

terrorists did not not
attempt any misadventure.

In Jammu and Kashmir,
the Army had maintained
the pressure on terrorists
and were eliminating more
of them now, with new
equipment coming as a
great help to them to do
so. In the last year alone,
over - 1,550 terrorists in
J&K have been killed, the
Army chief said.

There is a similar kind
of pressure in the North-
east fronyier and the
Bhutan army’s operations
have helped, he added.
“With peace talks pro-
gressing well with NSC-
N(I-M), we're indeed loo-
king at North-east with
great hope” he said.

Speaking about new
weapons, he said T-90
tanks and the artillery
being re-modelled are
rolling out first.

.-
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‘%I' rain to Pakistan, akéin

Nothing better symbolises improved Indo-Pak
ties than the Samjhauta Express’s return
3 ﬁ@ \ 9~§( d

HE bus service frog-x Delhi to

Lahore has been plying since
July. Air services between India and
Pakistan were re-established on Jan-
uary 1. Important as these develop-
ments are, nothing quite symbolises
the marked improvement in relations
between the two subcontinental
neighbours than the Lahore-bound
Samjhauta Express which will flag off
from Attari tomorrow. That is be-
cause of the multiplier effects that
this service has always had, not just in
terms of the number of passengers
transported but in terms of trade be-
tween the two nations.

This is precisely why this train ser-
vice has always been a fairly accurate
barometer of the cordiality levels be-
tween India and Pakistan. If the diplo-
matic breakthroughs during the time
of the Shimla Agreement in 1972 had
breathed life into it, there were many
events that occurred subsequently
that have threatened it. Both nations
have used it to send out political sig-
nals to each other —as indeed the In-
dian government did in response to
the attack on Parliament on Decem-
ber 13, 2001, by stopping the service.
All that is history. The merits or de-
merits of that intervention can be de-
bated ad infinitum but the important
. point is to avoid being derailed by a
contentious past and to move on.
What both India and Pakistan need to
do at this juncture is to learn from the
experiences of the past three decades

an \naximise the potential of an in-
dubitably important transpdrtation
link between them. This would also
mean that care must be taken to en-
sure that the train is not used by un-
scrupulous elements on both sides of

the border to smuggle contraband or’

indulge in ruthless profiteering at the
expense of the hapless passengers and
business people who patronise the
service. This had unfortunately been
the case earlier.

It’s easy to perceive the aggrandis-
ement of popular goodwill through
such a link. Many passengers have
termed it the “mohabbat di gaddi”
and the description is an apt one since
it facilitates the reunion of families,
the visiting of religious shrines, even
as it creates employment opportuni-
ties to thousands in this stretch. How-
ever, the real test of this train would
be in terms of its ability to help im-
prove trade and economic relations

~ between India and Pakistan in sub-

stantive terms. As Union Finance
Minister Yashwant Sinha had pointed

-out during the launching of the India-

Pakistan CEO’s Forum in September,
the current trade figure of $200-250
million is “unnatural”. Both India and
Pakistan need to better leverage the
undoubted potential for business ties
and economic cooperation that exist.
The Samjhauta Express may actually
help the two economies to discover
the complementarities that exist
between them.
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~The organization of power in Pakistan needs to be transformed

“w+ Long road to peace

he current improvement in

India-Pakistan relations re-

presents a major breakthr-

ough. There is a palpable

sense, both in India and in
Pakistan, that the shape of this rela-
tionship will now change profoundly.
A number of things about this round of
talks inspire confidence. Unlike sum-
mits in the past, that were wrecked by a
paradoxical combination of high expe-
ctation, sentimentalism and intransi-
gence, the Islamabad declarations are
founded on the bedrock of realism.
Neither India nor Pakistan has claim-
ed victory or called each other names.
There is a better realization that prog-
ress on a number of fronts — trade,
civil society relations, travel restricti-
ons, sporting links — will be necessary
to create the right climate for handling
the tougher issues later on. Neither
regime has given in to the temptation
to grandstand to its domestic audien-
ce. And what is significant in Pakist-
an’s case is that the dialogue involves
more protagonists than Pervez
Musharraf.

It included significant members of
parliament and the chief of Inter-Ser-
vices Intelligence, suggesting that this
outcome represents a wider consensus
among Pakistan’s elites and is there-
fore likely to be more enduring. The in-
centives of all parties are finally align-
ing: Pakistan has realized that terror-
ism has extracted a bigger price from
Pakistan than it has from India; and
India has realized that engaging Pak-
istan rather than demonizing it will
pay dividends. There is great interna-
tional pressure to sort out this quag-
mire. If Musharraf acquires the ambi-
tion to transform Pakistan, and Atal
Bihari Vajpayee the ambition toleave a
statesmanlike legacy of peace, we can
be confident that enduring progress
will result.

about. But the road ahead is still

likely to be very tough for both
Pakistan and India. Let us assume that
the dominant sentiment in civil socie-
ty in Pakistan and even in substantial
sections of the elite is in favour of bet-
ter relations. Let us assume further
that Pakistan wants to genuinely
emancipate itself from its recent histo-
ry and become a modern state, not
tethered to an assortment of military
groups, mercenaries, religious funda-
mentalists and permanently in the
throes of an identity crisis.

This assumption is not outlandish:
Pakistan recognizes the hole it has dug
itself into. But will this realization be
enough? There are two overwhelming

S o there is much to be optimistic

Hdifﬁculties. First, power in Pakistan is

The author is professor of
philosophy and of law and
governance, Jawaharlal Nehru
University

PRATAP BHANU MEHTA

still institutionalized with those who
have a stake in violence. Pakistan can
become a stable modern state only if
the domestic power and influence of
the military, the ISI and the violent
groups they have supported are con-
siderably reduced. The raison d’‘étre of
these institutions has come from a ri-
valry with India; no rivalry, no power
for them, no justification for the domi-
nant role they play inside Pakistan.

It is not easy for any institution to
liquidate its own long-term power.
Even small groups, entrenched in key
positions, can block progress if they
see progress resulting in their own ir-
relevance. An enduring peace will re-
quire not just the diminution of anti-

sents a victory of sorts for India: no
mention was made of Kashmir, there
is a commitment to clamp down on ter-
rorism, Pakistan has agreed to India’s
position that talks can proceed on is-
sues other than Kashmir, and the vi-
sion of an open South Asian Associa-
tion for Regional Cooperation econom-
ic zone is more India’s than Pakistan’s.
But India was careful not to present it
as such. But India has its task cut out
for it in the following sense: as far as
anyone can tell, Pakistan is not going
to get a single major concession from
India. What can India give Musharraf
that allows him to say that the terms of
any settlement contemplated were not
tilted entirely in favour of India? The

India sentiment, which will not be
very difficult to achieve. What it will
require is a major transformation of
the way power is organized within
Pakistan. Pakistani society may be
ready for such a transformation. The
question is whether those in power
will give it up so easily.

The second long-term challenge
comes from the fact that any regime is
vulnerable to opposition just for the
sake of it. Musharraf has enough de-
tractors who would want to embarrass
him. Even if Pakistan moves to a more
open political system, grandstanding
against caving in to India is not entire-
1y ruled out. And the temptation not to
appear weak to a domestic constituen-
cy, whether real or imagined, is a great
inhibitor for any leader. This is why it
is extremely important that any settle-
ment or progress not be seen as a victo-
ry for India, because this will make
regimes within Pakistan that go for a
settlement vulnerable.

The current round of talks repre-

‘ For SAARC to suc-
ceed, there will have tobe a
robust consensus, not just
on trade,butalsoona
basic set of values ,

issue is not whether India’s claims are
just, the issue is whether a settlement
can be made politically credible inside
Pakistan. And as far as one can tell,
there is no clear answer to this ques-
tion. And this uncertainty could still
haunt talks in the future.

There are three related ways of get-
ting around this dilemma. The first op-
tion is to go very slow. Stick to de-esca-
lating tensions and a few easy issues,
continue talking, but give Pakistan
enough time to come to terms with its
own institutional dilemmas, so that its
leaders are secure enough not to have

to worry about caving in. But this will
require patience on both sides. The
second option is also long term. Pre-
sent any settlement not just as a bilat-
eral settlement, but also as part of an
attempt to alter the terms of discourse
in the region as a whole, away from
competitive nationalism. That is why
the concept of SAARC is not peripher-
al to this enterprise.

dissolve the procrustean bound-

aries, then all kinds of institution-
al possibilities open up. What would
the terms of discourse be like if the re-
gion had a greater commitment to the
freer movement of goods and people? It
would render conflicts born of artifi-
cial closure of identity irrelevant. Mo-
st important, any settlement within a
framework of SAARC allows the possi-
bility of thinking, not in terms of what
India and Pakistan can wrest from
each other, but in terms of the directi-
ons in which the region as a whole
should be heading. This is the frame-
work under which all sides can claim
victory.

But for SAARC to succeed, there
will have to be a robust consensus, not
just on the benefits of trade, but on a
basic set of values. If SAARC is to be
something akin to the European
Union, an arrangement, not just for
trade but also for the pacification of
violence, there will have to be a com-
mon ideological commitment. No re-
gional agreement can succeed without
a consensus about the value of peace,
human rights and a sense that no com-
munity should be threatened for sim-
ply being who they are. This last chal-
lenge is one that Sri Lanka, Bangla-
desh, Pakistan and in its own way,
India, also face. The point of opening
up relations has to be to evolve a com-
mitment to these core values, the third
prong in the strategy for long-term
peace. But these values, despite the op-
timism generated over the last year or
S0, still remain fragile aspirations, and
a lot of political hard work, cultural
transformation and governmental
diligence will have to go into making
them possible.

s everyone knows, India-Pak-
A istan relations are not just

about India-Pakistan relations;
they are premised upon a gamut of as-
sumptions about national identities,
about the proper role of governments
and have often licensed a violation of
human rights and constitutional val-
ues on both sides of the border. If we
are serious about peace, we ought to be
serious about transforming the politi-
cal culture of south Asia. Vajpayee’s
transition from master strategist to
statesman, and Musharraf’s from
army commander to peace-broker will
depend upon this transformation. The
good news notwithstanding, the jury is
still out on this one.

I f the ultimate goal of SAARC is to



m\ Pakistan

EWSPAPERS IN India and
abroad are full of stories
about Pakistan helping
various countries acquire
sensitive  nuclear  technologies,
which can help them, over time, ac-
quire the capability to make nuclear
weapons. These reports are dismis-
sed as untrue by Pakistani spokes-
men who say they have been, and
continue to be, committed to nucle-
ar non-proliferation. The American
media is full of stories about Pakis-
tan assisting North Korea, Iran and
Libya in enriching uranium, an es-
sential step to produce bomb grade
nuclear material. Senior U.S. leaders
claim that Pakistan’s President, Per-
vez Musharraf has assured the U.S.
that no nuclear co-operation be-
tween Pakistan and these countries
is taking place at present. But the
reality is that such cooperation has
been going on from the 1980s.

The architect of Pakistan’s nuclear
weapon programme, Abdul Qadir
Khan, had worked for a number of
years in Holland at the uranium en-
richment plant owned by Urenco, a
Dutch-German-U.K.  consortium.
This was the first commercial scale
uranium enrichment plant using the
gas-centrifuge  process.  Earlier
plants of that kind used the gaseous
diffusion process, pioneered by the
U.S. and built thereafter in the USSR,

« Britain, France and China. These
plants produce highly enriched ura-
nium (having a high concentration
of uranium-235), which is a bomb
grade material. The alternative
bomb grade material is plutonium
produced from natural uranium in a
nuclear reactor. The gaseous diffu-
sion process has the limitation that it
has to have a larger size or high
throughput and uses large quantities
of electrical energy. The gas centri-
fuge process is suited for smaller
scale plants and needs smaller
amounts of energy. When Dr. Qadir
Khan worked in Holland, he system-
atically stole the blueprints and
specifications of the process and
took them with him when he decid-
ed to work for the Pakistan pro-
gramme. Although a Dutch court
convicted him of indulging in this
unlawful activity, no punishment
was imposed on him.

During much of the 1970s and
1980s, Pakistani agents were procur-
ing from European and North Amer-
jcan sources various sensitive
material and equipment in violation
of export control regulations in the
countries of origin. These included
maraging steel for making centrifuge
cylinders, high frequency power
supplies to drive the centrifuge ro-
tors at high speed, and plants for
making uranium hexaflouride gas.
Some persons and companies in-
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There would appear to be a real risk of sensitive
nuclear material or even weapon components
falling into jihadi or terrorist hands due to the
complicity of functionaries at various levels.

dulging in this trade were caught by
several governmental agencies in
Europe and North America and were
charged with offences. After lengthy
trials and juicy publicity, no punitive
action was taken.

Dr. Qadir Khan played a key role
in identifying the commercial and
industrial entities who could deliver
various equipment required for the
nuclear weapon programme as he
was familiar with these institutions
from his association with the Dutch
activity. Whatever the economic dif-
ficulty Pakistan faced, the nuclear
weapon activity was never starved of
resources.

While Pakistan made good pro-
gress on enrichment of uranium be-
cause of Dr. Qadir Kahn’s Dutch
connections, it still needed vital in-
puts on the design of a nuclear
weapon and certain critical hard-
ware. This is where the long estab-
lished friendship with China proved
handy. In agreeing to give Pakistan
design information on one of its
early nulear weapons and some
hardware, China gained access to
gas centrifuge technology for enrich-
ing uranium, which Pakistan had by
them established. Some years later
when Pakistan needed missiles ca-
pable of delivering nuclear weapons,
China once again came to its aid. Af-
ter the Missile Technology Control
Regime (MTCR) came into force in
the 1990s at the urging of the U.S,,
China found it difficult to satisfy Pa-
kistani aspirations on missile acqui-
sition. By that time, North Korea
emerged as a source for obtaining
missiles and associated technology.
It also coincided with a period when
North Korea withdrew from the
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and
began to work on a nuclear weapon
programme. Thus Pakistan and
North Korea got engaged in a mis-
siles-for-nuclear-weapons-technol-
ogy transfer. It has been widely
reported that Dr. Qadir Khan made
over a dozen trips to North Korea in
the 1990s.

Now we come to the more recent
cases. Iran admitted a few months
ago that it had undertaken work on
enrichment of uranium though it in-
sisted that this was purely for peace-
ful purposes. Even in the early 1990s,
western media reports alleged that
Iran was developing a nuclear weap-
on programme. I had occasion to
visit nearly all the Iranian nuclear fa-
cilities in 1991. At that time, Iran had
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just one electrormagnetic separator
of Chinese origin, ostensibly for re-
search and development work. As
Iraq found earlier, the electromag-
netic separation process of enrich-
ment, which the U.S. had
abandoned in the 1940s, was indeed
unviable. So the Iranians followed
the prospects of a gas centrifuge
process. There are reports that Iran
had centrifuges similar to those Pa-
kistan had used in the early phase of
its programme. Radioactivity levels
measured at the Iranian facilities
show evidence of highly enriched
uranium. Iran explained this as con-
tamination from an earlier location.
The needle of suspicion points only
to Pakistan. There are reports of Dr.
Qadir Khan making frequent visits to
Iran and even owning a villa on the
Caspian Sea. Iran has now agreed to
a more stringent regime of inspec-
tions including surprise inspections,
from the International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency.

The most recent episode is the an-
nouncement from Libya that it was
suspending all work on weapons of
mass destruction (WMD) and open-
ing its facilities to the more stringent
inspections of the IAEA. A few years
after Pokhran-I test of 1974, Col.
Maumar Qaddafi of Libya made a se-
rious offer to India to get nuclear
weapon technology in exchange for
substantial sums of money, oil and
other business. India fended off this
proposition in a polite manner.
However it appears that in recent
years, Libya has sought help from
the only source that was available to
it, namely Pakistan, to get nuclear
weapon technology. There. are re-
ports once again of uranium enrich-
ment work in Libya using the
centrifuge process, very similar to
that in Pakistan.

The country that has probably
picked up most of the bills for the
Pakistani nuclear weapons is Saudi
Arabia. All the rulers of Pakistan in
recent decades have cultivated cor-
dial relations with the Saudi royal
family. Important Saudi leaders have
had access to Pakistani nuclear
weapons facilities. Considering that
Saudi Arabia does not have the pool
of technical manpower or facilities
of Iraq or Iran, any transfer from Pa-
kistan may have to be more than
mere technology or knowhow. It
may involve ready to assemble nu-
clear weapons, from kits that may be
sent across should a need arise.

's nuclear deals

By M.R. Srinivasan

Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, who launched
the Pakistani nuclear weapon pro-
gramme, referred to it as an ‘Islamic
Bomb’. He talked about the goal in
civilisational terms and not simply
in the context of Pakistani security.
He used the religion card effectively
to get financial support from the
conservative  petro-rich  Islamic
states. At present when mounting
evidence of Pakistani complicity in
spreading nuclear weapon technol-
ogy widely has come into the open,
there are reports that key aides of Dr.
Qadir Khan are being questioned.

It is entirely possible that the jiha-
di mentality pervades several levels
of the Pakistani scientific leadership.
Two aspects of Dr. Qadir Khan have
received public attention; the first is
his visceral hatred of India and the
second his vainglorious attitude. It is
quite possible he himself has engen-
dered a jihadi world view among his
colleagues. But it will be sacrilege to
point an accusing finger at him in
Pakistan and we may be certain that
no guilt will be heaped on him. But

what is of concern to the outside
world in general and India in partic-
ular is that the claim that Gen.
Musharraf makes that he is in full
control of the nuclear weapon pro-
gramme and can promise that only
responsible actions will be taken by
Pakistan at all times, may only be
rhetoric devoid of substance. There
would appear to be a real risk of sen-
sitive nuclear material or even weap-
on components falling into jihadi or
terrorist hands due to complicity of
functionaries at various levels.

Now that a thaw is Indo-Pakistan
relations has set in, there is expecta-
tion of a return to normality in the
relations between the two countries
leading to meaningful discussions to
resolve the outstanding differences.
The 1999 Lahore Memorandum of
Understanding signed between In-
dia and Pakistan envisages among
others nuclear confidence building
measures. An impediment to agree-
ment on these CBMs would be Pa-
kistan’s track record in assisting
nuclear proliferation over the past
two decades or more and the general
feeling that the controls on dispersal
of sensitive nuclear information are
porous at best. Furthermore, there is
the impression that some scientists,
even at senior levels, are acting as
conduits in supplying sensitive
WMD information to potential ter-
rorists. Pakistan will have to be can-
did with Indian interlocutors and
convince them that whatever may
have happened in the past, Pakistan
will cease to encourage nuclear pro-
liferation and act as a responsible
nuclear weapon state.

(The writer is a former Chairman
of the Atomic Energy Commission ll
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HE EFFORTS made at La-

hore and Agra tg, resolve the

disputes between India and

Pakistan through meetings
at the summit level were so swiftly
frustrated that only hardcore opti-
mists will be prepared to beat the
drums for a euphoric bhangra after
the Islamabad encounter. Realism
has set in on both sides of the border
with the leaders and the public hav-
ing understood that the path to nor-
malisation will be hard and long.
Ironically, the level-headed ap-
proach now in evidence might ac-
complish more than the emotional
upsurges that marked the two earlier
exercises in summitry.

Mr. Vajpayee has made no secret
of his hope that he will be the Indian
Prime Minister who will make a final
peace with Pakistan. However, he
has never been a member of the
over-optimistic fraternity and given
his political affiliation there was nev-
er a chance that he would let down
his guard. While he personally might
have occupied a sort of middle
ground, his associates in the Cabinet
and the BJP were no less driven by
ideology and their emotions when it
came to the question of Pakistan as
were those who were ever ready to
make peace with the western neigh-
bour. All along the BJP’s ideology
and its attitude towards Pakistan
were diametrically opposite to that
of those who are only too prone to
talk of brotherly relations between
the two countries.

The ideological and emotional
drive to push Pakistan into a corner
had led the Indian leadership to
adopt an approach that was divorced
from any realistic appraisal of the
ground situation. At no time was this
more evident than in the period fol-
lowing the terrorist attacks in the
United States on September 11, 2001
and the attack on Parliament House
on December 13. '

The mobilisation of forces on the
western border made little military
sense after the BJP-engineered nu-
clearisation of the subcontinent, but
was intended more for the diplomat-
ic effect it would have. It was hoped
that the threat of war between India
and Pakistan would force the inter-
national community to focus its at-
tention on this part of the world. It
was further believed that once the in-
ternational community did so it
would recognise Pakistan as the hub
of global terror.

While the U.S. and other powers
did acknowledge the connection be-
tween Pakistan and global terror,
they were not inclined to press the
regime in Islamabad beyond a point.
India’s efforts to make Pakistan the
target of the international communi-
ty’s campaign against terror could
make little headway given the real-
ities on the ground.

With the United States having
identified the Afghanistan-based Al-
Qaeda as the target of its campaign,
it could not ignore the geographical
importance of Pakistan. It took the
Indian leadership well over a year
and a half to acknowledge the futility
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of its approach.

India did gain a few advantages
over this period. Most significantly, it
was able to re-establish its presence
in Afghanistan after it had been com-
pletely excluded during the period of
the Taliban regime. The internation-
al scrutiny of the nexus between Pa-
kistan and the Taliban also worked to
India’s benefit indirectly. In compar-
ison with a military-dominated Pa-
kistan that flirted dangerously with a
group of religious zealots, India
stood out as a liberal democracy and

Needed, a touch of r

TALKING PEACE: The Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, with Pakistan’s President, Pervez Musharraf,

and Prime Minister, Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali, in Islamabad.

If India and Pakistan are to keep on the new course, those who wish for peace
should not push optimism to unsustainable levels, writes Kesava Menon.

a natural ally of the coalition that had
formed against the Taliban-Al-Qae-
da combine. Its emergence as a play-
er of potential in the global economy
did no harm to the country’s cause
either. The Vajpayee Government
appears to have calculated, at some
point last year, that it would do bet-
ter if it leveraged these advantages

instead of beating its breast over the
international community’s failure to
directly address the terrorist threat
posed by Pakistan.

with his speech in Srinagar on
April 18, Mr. Vajpayee appears to
have reset India’s Pakistan policy
within the parameters he had first
outlined in Lahore. As he enunciated

in his address at the Minar-e-Pakis-
tan on that visit, this policy unequiv-
ocally acknowledges that the
concept of Akhand Bharat has been
discarded.

What remained to be done was to
find a way by which the two neigh-
bours could live in peace. Steps in
this direction were taken with the

initiation of new confidence-build-
ing measures towards the end of last
year. This new diplomatic effort is in-
tended to convince the people of
both countries that peace will benefit
them immensely in the long term. It
is also based on the hope that con-
tentious issues will become less sa-
lient, and therefore more amenable
to a solution, once the relations be-
tween the people of the two coun-
tries are developed in multiple
spheres. i
If the Indian leadership had to

travel quite a distance from its ide-
ological moorings to its current posi-
tion, the space that the Pakistani
leadership had to traverse was all the
greater.

After the collapse of the erstwhile
communist regime in Afghanistan,
the Pakistani military had started to
believe its own rhetoric that its reli-
gious zeal would enable it to conquer
all before it. With the Taliban estab-
lished in power across the Durand
Line and the insurgency raging
across the Line of Control, the Pakis-
tani military believed that it was
about to achieve its territorial
ambitions.

While it suffered a setback in the
Kargil campaign, the military con-
vinced itself that it would have won if
not for the pusillanimity of the Na-
waz Sharif Government. General
Musharraf apparently believed that
it would be possible to revert to the
policy of aggression after he had
ousted the former Prime Minister.
Even when he came to Agra as the
new President of his country he
seemed to believe that he could con-
vince India to hand over Kashmir for
the sake of peace.

General Musharraf has had to un-
dergo a long learning process since
then. Afghanistan is never again like-
ly to become a satellite of Pakistan.
The rest of the world is not prepared
to accept the view that there is a dis-
tinction between terrorists per se and
those who carry out terrorism in the
name of a freedom struggle in
Kashmir.

While militancy has not died down
in the Valley, the last Assembly elec-
tions have shown that there are
Kashmiris in sufficient numbers who
are not completely averse to remain-
ing citizens of India. The Pakistani
leadership also appears to have
learnt that the tactic of bleeding In-
dia to death is not going to work. It
also appears to have realised that Pa-
kistan’s dreams of economic devel-
opment will never be fulfilled so long
as it remains entangled in a struggle
with India.

This realisation has apparently
spread well beyond the Pakistan
President and his close associates.
General Musharraf cannot take mo-
mentous decisions unless he is sure
that he will be able to carry the Corps
Commanders with him. That the re-
ligious parties, long the political
henchmen of the military, did not
put on their usual displays of hatred
towards India during the Islamabad
summit indicates that they too have
been brought on board.

The joint statement issued in Isla-
mabad reflects the manner in which
pragmatism has finally overcome
emotionalism. India has recognised
that it will have to discuss the Kash-
mir issue while Pakistan has ac-
knowledged that it cannot continue
with its support for terrorism. If the
once-ideologically driven leadership
on the two sides have to be kept on
the new course it is necessary that
those who wish for peace do not
push optimism to unsustainable lev-
els.
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“Indo-Pak peace onri

Both SAARC and India-Pak ties depend on each other to further their goals | (}Q

RADHA KUMAR

ESPITE the sceptics
D who predicted the

SAARC summit in Is-
lamabad would achieve little,
the summit is clearly a roaring
success. SAARC has finally gal-
vanised itself to set clear and
time-bound goals for economic
oooperation; and India and Pak-
istan have announced they will
formally kick-off a “composite
dialogue” this February.

Even an obsessive peace
process watcher like myself has
been surprised by the agree-
ments reached in Islamabad. 1
expected a framework South
Asian Free Trade Agreement
butIdid not expect it to comein
tandem with a Social Charter. I
expected a further thaw be-
tween India and Pakistan —be-
cause of the steps that had pre-
ceded it — but I did not expect
dates to be set for formal talks,
nor that theywould take place as
early as next month.

South Asia’sleaderswere re-
markably frank to confess that

they had lacked the political will
to tackle their people’s needs
jointly—and to pledge that they
would now do so. As token of
their pledge, SAFTA has been
puton afast track and will come
into force in 2006. At the very
least, the agreement will save
south Asia billions in smuggled
goods and third country transit;
at best, it will open markets, es-
pecially the vast Indian market,
for each others’ products, and
thereby stimulate industrial and
agricultural growth. This should
pave the way for, perhaps even
hasten, a South Asian Economic
Union that wasset for 2020.
Meanwhile, the Social Char-
ter that accompanies SAFTA
balances freer trade with equi-
table growth, as the adoption of
the SAARC technical commit-
tee’s plan for poverty alleviation
shows. If it is harnessed to
SAFTA, it should pave the way
for, and perhaps even hasten, a
more comprehensive Social
Charter that will expand labour
markets and harmonise civil and
human rightsin South Asia.
Implemented together, the

two sets of measures could go a
long way to improve the lives of
the subcontinent’s 1.5 billion
people.

These achievements would
not have been possible without
adawning India-Pakistan peace
process. SAARC provided the
framework for Pakistan to agree
to put inter-regional trade on a
fast track, and Pakistan played a
constructive role in ironing out
last minute creases in SAFTA.
But Pakistan needed the assur-
ance of formal talks on Kashmir
to move forward on trade, which
India provided at Islamabad.

In other words, the relation-
ship between SAARC and an
India-Pakistan peace process is
symbiotic — each needs the
other inorder to further its goals.

Clearly a lot of behind the
scenes’ work was done to
achieve the results in Islamabad,
some of which we saw but did
notrecognise as laying the tracks
of a composite dialogue. India
and Pakistan began to move si-
multaneously on anumber of is-
sues some months ago. On the

economic track they worked to
get SAFTA in place, are likely to
agree to gas pipelines from Iran
and central Asia through Pak-
istan to India, and will discuss
opening new trade routes.

On “people to people” they
have restored travel links, en-
couraged cultural and civil soci-
ety exchanges, and are now talk-
ing freer access to each other’s
media. And on Kashmir they
have a cease-fire along the LoC,
Siachen and the international
border, projected talks between
the Hurriyat alliance and the In-
dian government, and soon to
begin negotiations on a far-
reaching proposal toreopen the
Srinagar-Muzzafarabad and
Jammu-Siatkot routes.

True, we still do not have a
cease-fire by the jihadi groups,
though the Hurriyat alliance
called for one during the sum-
mit. But General Pervez
Musharraf has assured Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
that his government will not al-
low “Pakistani soil to be used”
for terrorism against India; and
there seems to be a tacit agree-

ment that India and Pakistan
will collaborate to investigate

- anyfuture acts of terrorism.

The two countries will also
collaborate in the working
group to combat terrorism that
SAARC set up at Islamabad,
and there is a likelihood that In-
dia might also see some action
onits list of 20 “most wanted”.

Inthese circumstances the ji-
hadis could find they have only
two options—either seek an ho-
nourable exit through a cease-
fire and talks, or wait to be mar-
ginalised by the peace process.

S there a discernible strategy,
mounting to a road map, be-
hind the various steps that are
being taken? Yes, and in some
ways the question ought to be re-

Prime Minister A.B.
Vajpayee with his Pakistani
counterpart Zaffarullah
Khawn Jamali. PTI photo

dundant. 1o a large extent the
present steps seek to implement
India-Pakistan ~ agrerments
reachedin 1972, 1997,1999, and
attempted in 2000-01. The vision
underlying those efforts was to
engage in ways that would ren-
der territorial disputes amenable
to peaceful negotiation while
finding non-territorial means of
self-determination. That ap-
pearstobe thevision today.
The big difference is in the
road maps. Until 1999, India’s
strategy was to try and sort out
the less contentious issues first,
such as Siachen or the Wullar
barrage, and then move to the
big issues, such as trade or Kash-
mir. Between 1999-2001, India
revised this strategy to meet

Pakistan’s concerns,
trade and Kashmir first.
This time around, the two
countries have made a radical
strategic shift — to seek the ties
that bind, such as trade, travel
and exchange — and make
these akind of protective cocoon
inwhich contentious issues such
as Kashmir can be resolved.
Most promising of all, this
strategy has yielded a basket of
concrete measures that none of
the previous negotiations pro-
duced, and hasadded a regional
dimension that the previous
agreements lacked. In this re-
spect India and Pakistan have
borrowed creatively from the
experience of the European
Union, which found that re-
gional association could help

takmg

and that open borders can radi-
cally alter the terms of dispute.
It is too early to say yet
whether the two countries will
also heed the lessons that the
EU has had to learn, that mak-
ing peace is a slow hard business
in which every achievement, no

light at the end of the tunnel
brighter. And don’t forget the
last quarter of the journey
passes in no time at all, just as
you were getting used to seeing
thelightup close.

The author is an adjunct Senior
fellow at the Council on Foreign
Relations and a tustee of the
Delhi Policy Group

break through bilateral hostility,

- oné month, he has had wo
- brusheswith deathand lved
~totell the tale. He has re-
solved the year-long Legal

Framework Order deadiock

inthe National Assembly by
:means-of a consummate

‘deal with the Muttahida

- Majlis-e-Amal. He has
. come a constitutional presi-
* dent of Pakistan by a novel
butlegitimate device. .
And, despite the ex-

pected hiccups, he has

' hciped open anew chapter

- relations

Ta be sure, the Pres1dem
Musharraf that we sawin a
dark suit happily fielding
questions from the press at
the conclusion of  the
SAARC summit last Tues-

4 daywasavery different man
matter how limited, makes the | f

never talk Indxa unless it
. was prepared to talk about
theé core mue of Kashmir

now

P £ b -whowenthgt n 2001
pleased as punch. In but walked out in.a huff
when the Indians insisted on
putting a clause on.tersror-
ism into the proposed joint
statement. On Tuesday Jan-
uary 6, 2004, the joint state- -

- mentstressed the needfora .
- composite dialogue on-allis-

. sucsendwasoonspxcuousbv

surances in iregard: to stomp-

ing out terrorism from Pak
istanisoil..:

Well, well, well. We are
delighted at the outcome of

And it has taken India that

 status that India seeks for it-
- selfinthe world. '

pended on several factors.

Flexibility onboth sides was, -

of course, on top of the list.
General

istan’s maximalist ‘position
based on the UN resolu-
tions while Prime Minister
Atal Behari Va;payee has

sides, - implicitly

Pakistan’s right tobe pdrt of ’

the equation of any solution.

- Thankfully; too, -hawk= -

ishnesswasnot paraded asa
sign of patriotism. Mushat-

- raf says this is a greatvictory

for the moderdtes, suggest-

ing thatthe tap of militant ji-

‘had in Kashmir will' finally

be turned off. Va;payee has .

The one positive factor in the peace ,
process is the rational transformation of |
“the institutional hardliners in both
countries — the army in Pakistan and

the BJP in India — into self-redeemed
and even self rlghteous moderates

“Islam is- definitely out-of
VHE success of the lat-
est initiative has de-
- pectaly the United States, in

Musharraf ~ has,

rightly abandoned Pak- - estimated. Strong denials

" ismand it would have been

 region instead of constantly

“.“over the coals for proliferat:

The ISTs self-conferred epi-
thet of Invisible Soldiers of

fashion inthese times,
Finally, the role of the in=
ternational community, &s-

constantly nudging - both
sides, should not be under-

from both countries are per-
feetlyunderstandable. They
ate awash in anti-American-

seen asa strong, up—

. front player.

. The US has told New
Deml that if it wants a long
term strategic partnership
with Washington, it will have
toget its act together in the:

nuke ratiling with Pakistan,
Andithas told Pakistan that if-
it doesn’t want to be'hauled

ing nuclear knowhow, it must
wind ‘down the phad busi-

eral - elections,

suggesting that Paki-bashing -
- will not be explmted by the
" BIPto garnervotes.

Secret diplomacy away
from the prying ‘eyes and
hype ‘of the media was the
third factor in achieving this
‘win-win result. - Since last
Apn!, when Vajpayee of-
fered a conditional hand of
friendship to Pakistan, andin

long to realise that it cannot

hold on to the status quo in
Kashmlrbyforce

It has taken Pakistan’s
hardliners a long time to re-
alise that a buoyant econ-
omyandnot war in Kashmir
is the lifeline to building a
modern nation-state just as
it has taken the Indian hard-
liners a long time to realise
that a state of unresolved
war with a wronged neigh-
bour is not good for the
emerging market-big power

subsequent offers of confj-
dence building by both sides,

the footprints of the Indian ~

prime minister’s national se«
curity - advisor, *  Brajesh
Mishra, and thatof the secre-
tary to the National Security
Council of Pakistan, Tarig
Auziz, have been all-over the
capitals of the world.
TInrecent times, the DG-
IS, General Ehsan ul Hag,
has “also - quietly lent his
shoulders to-the task at
hand. That is just as well.

L hess, tum back thc tide of ”

“nored by either. Of course,
~strong vested interests-on

“the. proposed . didlogue.

Friday Times

radical Istam and make up
with India,

The dividends fcr ‘India
of heeding, and the costs for
Pakistanof spurning, Amer-
ican -advice cannot-be ig:

both sides will try and derail

Pride and prejudice, the
weight of history, and stub-*
born point-scoring bureau-
cracies will thwart progress
ateverystep.

But if both leaders and
peoples - persist- in their
quest, the blocks of peace
will fall into place stowly but
surely. The one positive fac-
tor in the peace process is
the rational transformation
of the institutional hardlin-
ers in both countries — the
army in Pakistan and the
BIPn India— into self-re-
deemed and even self-right-
cousmoderates.
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. CASE under the
Official  Secrets
ct may be regis-

tered against some nuclear
scientists, who are alleged
to have passed on sensitive
nuclear secrets to 2 third
country. Legal experts are
examining the evidence an
official told The News on
Thursday.

The government agen-
cies  have  intensely
“debriefed” certain scien-
tists of the Khan Research
Laboratories (KRL). The
government has already
made it clear that any scien-
tist found involved in sell-
ing or disclosing nuclear se-
crets would be made
accountable.

The official said the
government would pro-
ceed against the scientists
on the basis of the report of
legal experts.

The investigative agen-
cies had detained two KRL
scientists Dr  Farooq
Mehmood and Dr Yasin
.Chohan, for questioning on
suspicion of passing on the
nuclear secrets to some for-
eign countries.

Sources said Dr Faroog
Mechmood was reportedly
the first scientist to have
been picked up from his
home on
December 7,
by the
security
agencies
and questioned regarding
the transfer of technology.

However, the authori-
ties terming it as a normal
practice in the nuclear:
weapons states said, the
scientists were only sub-

.

INDIAN ExpRegs

Pakistan turns
effscanner 0
nuke e

xpert

jected to  debriefin
programme.

The security agencies
interrogated
more  than

seven scien-

tists includ-

ing . some
key scientists and prepared
areport to be presented to
the concerned authorities
for further action, sources
said adding, the authorities
have forwarded the report
for alegal opinion.
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—" India, Pakistan to
enhance mission strength

x&() - W %\ \By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 8. In yet another step towards normalisation of
ties, India and Pakistan have agreed to enhance the strength of
their respective missions from the existing 55 to 75 and permit
free movement of each other’s diplomats.

Pakistan has also agreed to an Indian proposal for a meeting
between the Indus River Water Commissioners for yet another
round of talks on the height of the Balighar power project.

After the last round of dialogue ended in failure, Pakistan had
threatened to seek third party intervention as provided under
the Treaty.

India had made four proposals on December 31 as part of the
confidence-building measures (CBMs) for betterment of ties be-
tween the two countries. Technical-level talks for starting a bus
service between Muzaffarabad, capital of Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK), and Srinagar and revival of the rail route be-
tween Sindh and Rajasthan were the other proposals mooted by
India.

New Delhi had suggested January 12 and 19 as possible dates
for the technical-level talks. The subject figured briefly at a
meeting between the Foreign Secretary, Shashank, and his Pa-
kistani counterpart, Riaz Khokar, when the two met on the side-
lines of the SAARC summit here.

Mr. Khokar reportedly told Mr. Shashank that since the entire
Foreign Office establishment was busy with the SAARC summit,
Islamabad would get back to New Delhi shortly on the feasibility
or otherwise of the dates for the technical-level talks. Indications
are that Pakistan would apply its mind to the subject only some
time next week.

While the Pakistan Foreign Minister, Khurshid Mehmood Ka-
suri, has said that he would like the bus service linking Jammu
and Kashmir with PoK to start before February, senior officials
in the Pakistan Foreign Office seriously doubted such a possibil-
ity given the complex issues involved. One view is that the pro-
posals could wait till next month when both sides are committed
to meet for commencement of the composite dialogue.

When India originally made the proposal on October 22 last
year, the initial reaction of Pakistan was that it could consider it
only if New Delhi was willing to allow people to travel in the bus
on United Nations documents.

In the face of a categorical no from India, Pakistan revised its
position and said it was ready to sit at the table for technical-
level talks to discuss the travel modalities.

—
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' Islamabad meet significant,
RSN but not historic

i
History, we are told, was made in Islamabad when Perve
Musharraf and Atal Behari Vajpayee followed up theij
historic handshake with an historic agreement to hol
composite talks on all issues, including Kashmir. Histor
was also made a couple of years ago in Agra when th
general arrived here to big fuss and fanfare and sort o
agreed to go easy on Kashmir, except in the end it didn’
quite turn out that way. Before that, history to beat al
histories was made in Lahore when Atalji became the firs
Indian prime minister to inscribe his signature on the
visitors’ book at the Minar-e-Pakistan. The Lahore Decla.
ration he jointly signed with Nawaz Sharif reiterated
their collective faiths in the Simla agreement, promised
active efforts to resolve all issues, “including the issue of
Jammu and Kashmir”, and proposed an “integrated
dialogue process for an early and positive outcome of the
agreed bilateral agenda”. Lahore was so fantastically and
flamboyantly historic that scribes and politicians alike —
on both sides — shed tears of joy, while many in the Indi-
an entourage were moved to write verses, extolling the
newly-forged friendship between the nuclear neighbours.

Kargil, unfortunately, turned that gushing love into
a torrent of fury Indo-Pak camaraderie is certainly
worth celebrating, and more so because it is that rarity
that comes interspersed with extended periods of open
hostility. However, for that very reason, it is best that both
sides understand the difference between hope and hype.
Cautious optimism rather than excessive anticipation is
the key to building mutual confidence. The Islamabad
meet was significant, especially in the context of the
tacit Pakistani admission on terrorism. The concession
obviously comes from a man who has, in quick succession,
twice escaped falling to the terrorist gun. This, if
anything, underscores the fragile nature of the ongoing
process, and the need all the more to avoid hyperbole of
the kind that builds up impossible expectations. What
matters is where the two sides go from this point. To agree
to a dialogue is the easy part. The difficult part will come
later when the talks start to meander in the direction of
Kashmir. By now it is clear that the Atal-Pervez meet was
propelled by more than just good-neighbourly vibes. Even
if prime minister Jamali insists he will not name names,
we kriow who he means when he says “the peace process
was facilitated by other countries”. General Musharraf is
under enormous pressure — as much from the jehadis
as from Washington — and a single wrong step could
méan things going pear-shaped. For his sake and that
of the neighbours, let’s hope that he can take the
peace process forward come February,

THETMESOF NDIA. 9 )\, oy
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THE DEAL WAS OVER STAND ON TERRORISM

Musharraf’s decision
‘breakthrough’

led to

By Harish Khare Jt |

NEW DELHI, JAN. 7. It was the Pa-
kistan President, Pervez Mush-
arraf's critical decision to
accommodate the Indian posi-
tion on “terrorism” that made
possible the Islamabad “break-
through,” according to Indian
sources deeply involved in the
negotiations. At the same time,
India is not at all keen on claim-
ing a “victory” of any kind and
has instead opted to see the
progress in Islamabad as a con-
tinuation of the process that be-
gan with the Prime Minister,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s Srinagar
peace initiative of April 2003.

As the Indian negotiators saw
it, Pakistan was keen on getting
New Delhi committed to a “dia-
logue” whereas the Indian side
was committed to bagging Isla-
mabad’s promise on “terror-
ism”. “We know what we
wanted [“terrorism”]; we know
what Pakistan wanted [dia-
logue],” the sources noted. The
outcome was fair to bath sides.

However, there is no definite
thinking yet on what level (po-
litical/ministerial/bureaucrat-
ic), the “composite dialogue”
should begin. Both sides would
want to do their homework be-
fore the dialogue could begin,
according to officials.

According to  the Indian
sources, there is a definite
change in the Pakistani “mind-
set” and it is this assessment
that prompted the Indian side
to cut the deal. There is also an
appreciation that Gen. Mushar-
raf has taken certain risks in giv-
ing an undertaking that “he will
not permit any territory under
Pakistan’s control to be used to
support terrorism in any
manner,”

Also, for now India is pre-
pared to give the Pakistan Presi-
dent the benefit of the doubt on
his assurarice to put an end to
cross-border terrorism. It is ap-
Dreciated that this is the first
time in a bilateral context that
Gen. Musharraf has committed

THE HINDY

himself nst “terrorism.” For
now, New} Delhi is quite pre-
pared to liYe with the possibility
of one or two (terrorist) “inci-
dents.” “We shall make our own
appreciation of Pakistan’s sin-
cerity,” the sources suggested.
The Indian side has its own
ideas of how much leverage the
Pakistani establishment has
with the jehadi outfits operating
in Jammu and Kashmir.

As the Indian sources recon-
structed the sequence of events
in Islamabad, it was at the Vaj-
payee-Musharraf meeting that
the conceptual breakthrough
was effected. [t was at this meet-
ing that Gen. Musharraf under-
stood that without some
assurance on “terrorism,” there
would be no possibility of a
joint statement. It was Mr. Vaj-
payee who appreciated that Pa-
kistan had responded positively
to the Srinagar initiative and
impressed on his Pakistani host
the need for an open assurance
on cross-border terrorism. After
the meeting, it was only a mat-
ter of negotiations how to word

the “joint statement”.

The Indian assessment is that
it was after this interaction that
“fresh instructions” were issued
to the Pakistani negotiators.
There was no talk about Kash-
mir, only about the “composite
dialogue.” Nor was there any
discussion on the “most wanted
20" list.

The Indian assessment is that
Gen. Musharraf has the support
of his Prime Minister, Mir Zafa-
rullah Khan Jamali, and the For-
eign Minister, Khurshid
Mahmud Kasuri (as also of the
crucial Inter-Services
Intelligence).

Vajpayee commended

The Union Cabinet today fe-
licitated Mr. Vajpayee on the
successful outcome of his talks
with Gen. Musharraf and Mr.
Jamali. The Cabinet commend-
ed the development in Islama-
bad as “the furtherance of the
peace process initiated by him
(the Prime Minister) in April
2003 at Srinagar.”

More reports on Page 11

The making of the ‘joint statement’

By Our Special Correspondent .

NEW DELHI, JAN. 7. It took six meetings between the Prime Minister's
Principal Secretary and National Security Adviser, Brajesh Mishra,
and the Pakistan President, Pervez Musharraf’s principal aide, Ta-
riq Aziz, before the Islamabad “joint statement” was worked out.

Mr. Mishra landed in Islamabad on January 1, ahead of the
Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s arrival and began the proc-
ess of back-room negotiations. His principal interlocutor was Mr.
Aziz, secretary of Pakistan’s National Security Council and after
January 4, Hameed Javed of the Pakistan President’s staff also
pitched in. Negotiators from both sides were keeping their princi-
pals informed and were getting instructions:

Mr. Mishra reached the President’s Office at 9.30 a.m. on Tues-
day and hammered out a possible draft of the “joint statement.”
But mindful of the “misunderstanding” that derailed the Agra
summit, he is supposed to have made it clear to his Pakistani
counterparts that it was not “an agreement”, only a “draft” which
would have to approved by Mr. Vajpayee and Gen. Musharraf,

Only after he found the “draft” acceptable did Mr. Vajpayee
express a desire to speak to Gen. Musharraf over telephone. The

_two leaders talked aboyt seven minutes and complimented gach
other. Gen. Musharraf gas alreidly made public the detatls of tiat
conversation in his press conference yesterday in Islamabad.

"8I 24
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‘Films must he

TiMES NEWS NETWORK

Mumbai: Pakistani for-
sign minister K.M. Ka-
suri’s statement, that Bolly-
wood’s aggressive anti-Pak-
istan stance is not helping
the two nations come closer
together, has stirred a hor-
net’'s nest. “Such films
should not be made and
people should not patronise
them,” he said on Tuesday.
M.S. Sathyu, who direct-
ed the deeply moving
Garam Hawa in 1973, in
which Balraj Sahni plays a
terribly harassed Indian
Muslim who nonetheless
chooses not to migrate to
Pakistan, agrees with Mr
Kasuri. Says Sathyu, “Ever
since the BJP has come to
power, there has been an ac-
cent on anti-Pakistan, anti-
Muslim films, including
Gadar, Border, Fiza, Sar-
farosh, Refugee and Pinjar:
The latest film, LoC, is about
the heroism of our soldiers
in Kargil. With the BJP in

THE TIMES OF INDIA

power, “the c€ orshlp of
such films is easier. More-
over, the BJP government
chose the melodramatic
Pinjar, which is not even a
good film, to inaugurate the
International Film Festival
of India, because its direc-
tor Chandraprakash Dwive-
di is an RSS man.”
Interestingly, director
John Mathew Mathan,
whose  film —
Sarfarosh:
openly talked
about the role ‘
of the ISI, in
cross-border
terrorism, be- L—."=
lieves overt Pak-bashing in
Hindi films is unnecessary.
“This is mainly aimed at
raising the film’s commer-
cial value.” Yet, he insists,
“When there is room for
friendship, why play
around with each other’s
sentiments?  Bollywood
should be more sensitive to
Pakistan’s feelings rather
than indulge in open an-

ta%omsm 1 only%!mted to
look at cross-border terror-
ism realistically.”

Nittin Keni, producer of
Gadar--Ek. Prem Katha,
however, feels that enter-
tainment and sports in the
Indian sub-continent
should be isolated from
politics. “Entertainment is
mostly fiction and should
not be mixed with the po-
— litical situa-

w | tion between
' the two war-

iring neigh-
bours,” he
1 said. Not a
bad opinion

for a producer whose film
is aggressively anti-Pak-
istan and whose hero de-
feats the Pakistani army
single-handed, armed with
only a water pump, if you
please. Despite this, Keni
claims that Gadar was one
of the biggest hits in Pak-
istan in recent times.
“From the feedback we re-
ceived, it was obvious that

8 N 200

honour line of control’

the film’s DVDs/VCDs

were available all over

Pakistan,” he says.
Despite LoC’s relatively

low-key performance at the |

box office compared to the
industry expectation, Mr
Sathyu does not think the
tide is turning with a more
sensitive sensibility return-
ing to the screen. “There
could be many reasons why
LoC flopped,” he says.
“Films like Garam Hawa,
Govind Nihalani's Tamas
and Ved Rahi’s Darar were
an in-depth analysis of the
situation during Partition.
The current crop of direc-
tors is either anti-Pakistan
or confused about the polit-
ical situation. It is unlikely
the earlier sensibility will
return because cinema has
become so commercialised.
I made Garam Hawa with a
Rs 2.5 lakh loan and was
able to repay it only over 15
years. A documentary or ad
film costs much more these
days.” -




- Stray incidents not to cast
shadow on progress

Pak ties get
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BHARAT BHUSHAN

New Delhi, Jan. 7: India will
not let the normalisation of
ties with Pakistan be de-
railed by stray terrorist inci-
dents. It is convinced that
President Pervez Musharraf
now understands Indian con-
cerns on terrorism, a senior
official said.

“If we peg this (dialogue
process) to any (terrorist) inci-
dent, we will not get very far.”
the official added.

He felt such incidents could
not be ruled out as militants
were already holed up in Jammu
and Kashmir and some had even
expressed opposition to the new
developments.

“Everything depends on how
the process moves and our as-
sessment of Pakistan's sinceri-
ty,” the official said.

The change in the Indian per-
ception about Musharraf's
thinking, the official explained,
came after his “crucial meeting”
with Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee on January 5. There,
the Pakistan President seems to
have come to the conclusion that
a dialogue would not begin un-
less he gave clear assurances on
curbing terrorism directed
against India.

“His assurance on terrorism
implies a change in his mindset.
This was evident in the (Vajpay-
ee-Musharraf) meeting and in
the joint press statement." the of-
ficial said.

The official ascribed the
change in the “mindset™ from
Agra to Islamabad to several
events, including 9/11, the attack
on the Indian Parliament. mobil-
isation of Indian forces on the
border in 2002 and the attempts
on Musharraf’s life.

Delhi, he said, believed that
Musharraf “needed something
in hand” — a dialogue process
with India - before proceeding
against jihadis.

When Vajpayee’s visit to Is-
lamabad was being planned, the
maximum that India was willing
to do was for him to make a cour-
tesy call on Prime Minister Mir
Zafarullah Khan Jamali. the
host of the Saarc summit.

“We had thought that we
would meet him only in the mul-
tilateral context of Saarc,” the
official said.

Before explaining how the

3.1,‘ .

meeting with Musharraf took
place, the official said he was
not attempting to show how one
side lost or the other side won.
“We are not claiming victory
here.”

Delhi found that there was no
reference to Kashmir or any bi-
lateral issues in Jamali's inaugu-
ral address at the summit. En-
couraged by this, the official
said, Vajpayee decided to make a
courtesy call on Musharraf.

The Pakistani side not only
wanted a Vajpayee-Musharraf
meeting but also a joint state-
ment. “We did not want the
courtesy call to be conditioned
on a statement. Separately, how-
ever, some negotiations were
going on about a draft statement
but theyv did not look good,”
he said.

The meeting with Musharraf
was intended to last 25 minutes
but went on for an hour. "Presi-
dent Musharraf said every effo-
rt should be made to have a joint
statement,” the official said.

“We found that there was a
clear understanding on the part
of President Musharraf that un-
less there was an assurance on
terrorism. nothing would move.
That meeting was crucial. After
that it was merely a matter of
drafting the statement.”

Once fresh instructions had
been issued to Pakistani offi-
cials, they had three meetings
with national security adviser
Brajesh Mishra — two on Janu-
ary 5 evening and another the
next morning. His main inter-
locutors from the Pakistani side
were his counterpart Tariq Aziz,
who is secretary of the National
Security Council, and Lt Gener-
al Hamid Javed, Musharraf’s
chief of staft.

The official said India would
not have accepted a commitment
to curb terrorism only on “Pak-
istani territory”. To take the ter-
rorist infrastructure in Pak-
istan-occupied Kashmir into ac-
count, the phrase used in the
statement was: “"Any territory
under Pakistan’s control.”

On January 6, Mishra and
Aziz cleared a draft but *“to avoid
the mistake of Agra, both decid-
ed that till Vajpayee and Mushar-
raf agreed, there would be no
agreement”. Their consent was
given on telephone and that was
how the deal was clinched.

B See Page 6
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+7:Well done, Mr PM 4

TAL BIHARI Vajpayee’s third

and final attempt, to use his own

words, to achieve peace with

Pakistan appears to be succeed-
ing. When he made his first attempt by
journeying to Lahore, he called it a
‘defining moment’ in history Now,
the saboteur of that initiative, Pervez
Musharraf, believes that history is be-
ing made as India and Pakistan decide
to resume their interrupted dialogue.
A resumption of talks is not usually
hyped up in such a manner, especially
by a military man. But, perhaps, the
Pakistani president and army chief has
learnt a lesson both from his Kargil mis-
adventure and the recent attacks on his
life in his own country. Kargil taught
him that Kashmir could not be acquired
either by a proxy war or a real war or a
combination of the two, while the tar-
geting of his motorcade showed him
that terrorism can boomerang on his
own self and country.

But if General Musharraf is a wiser
(though not necessarily sadder) man
today, Mr Vajpayee has proved the old
adage: if at first you don’t succeed, try,
try, try again. After his first try in La-

PN - o _"
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hore, Mr Vajpayee tried again in Agra,
realising that India couldn’t choose who
led Pakigtan at any particular point of
time. When that endeavour, too, failed
because Pakistan couldn’t forgo the
temptation of using terrorism as an in-
strument of its Kashmir policy, Mr Vaj-
payee made his celebrated observation
of making a third and final attempt.
This time, his chances of success are
much better. There are two reasons for
this. One is General Musharraf’s reali-
sation that the fire of terrorism can
singe oneself, and the other is the
groundswell of public opinion in both
countries in favour of peace. This sec-
ond factor is crucial because even as
acts of terrorism may not taper off im-
mediately, the pressure of public opin-
ion is bound to propel the two leaders to-
wards a settlement. But even as India
and Pakistan try to bury their acrimo-
nious past, a major credit for this
remarkable turnaround has to go to
Mr Vajpayee. He has confirmed an
old belief that the best chances of peace
are provided by a far-sighted BJP leader
in India and a responsive military man
in Pakistan. P :
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" Text of PM, Musharra

et

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 6. The following
is the text of the joint press
statement issued by the Exter-
nal Affairs Minister, Yashwant
Sinha, on Monday’s meeting
between the Prime Minister,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, and the
Pakistan  President, Pervez
Musharraf:

The President of Pakistan and
the Prime Minister of India met
during the SAARC Summit in Is-
lamabad.

The Indian Prime Minister
while expressing satisfaction
over the successful conclusion
of the SAARC Summit appre-
ciated the excellent arrange-
ments made by the host
country.

Both leaders welcomed the

statement

recent steps towards normalisa-
tion of relations between the
two countries and expressed the
hope that the positive trends set
by the CBMs would be consoli-
dated.

Prime Minister Vajpayee said
that in order to take forward
and sustain the dialogue proc-
ess, violence, hostility and ter-
rorism must be prevented.
President Musharraf reassured
Prime Minister Vajpayee that he
will not permit any territory un-
der Pakistan’s control to be
used to support terrorism in any
manner. President Musharraf
emphasised that a sustained
and productive dialogue ad-
dressing all issues would lead to
positive results,

A\
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To carry the process of nor- |

malisation forward, the Presi-
dent of Pakistan and the Prime
Minister of India agreed to com-
mence the process of the com-
posite dialogue in February
2004. The two leaders are confi-
dent that the resumption of the
composite dialogue will lead to

peaceful settlement of all bilat- |

eral issues, including Jammu
and Kashmir, to the satisfaction
of both sides.

The two leaders agreed that
constructive dialogue would
promote progress towards the
common objective of peace, se-
curity and economic develop-
ment for our peoples and for
future generations. — UNI
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THE LEADERS OF India and Pakistan have ener-
gised the ongoing process of positive engage-
ment by agreeing to restart the composite
dialogue in February. They also exuded a degree
of optimism in asserting, in a joint statement
issued after the meeting between Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Pakistan’s President
Pervez Musharraf, that the dialogue would lead
to the “peaceful settlement of all bilateral issues,
including Jammu and Kashmir, to the satisfac-
tion of both sides”. Pakistan appears ready final-
ly to abandon a major element of its Kashmir
strategy with General Musharraf reiterating that
he would not permit any territory under Pakis-
tan’s control to be used to support terrorism in
any manner. While this declaration of intent has
to be substantiated by developments on the
ground, the discussions in Islamabad appear to
have infused a measure of stability to the process
of positive engagement that has unfolded over
the past few months. The spasmodic and incon-
sistent way in which confidence building mea-
sures were taken up in the past cast doubts on
the sustainability of the process. In reinvigor-
ating the formal mechanism for consultations,
the two countries have indicated a political will
to work with each other despite serious differ-
ences on some vital issues.

In announcing the decision to restart the com-
posite dialogue at the end of Mr. Vajpayee’s visit
for the SAARC summit, the two sides cast aside
the conservatism that marked bilateral ex-
changes up to that stage. Until then Indian and
Pakistani leaders appeared to have been
weighed down by the outcomes of the Lahore
and Agra summits and seemed apprehensive
about raising expectations once again. While the
Pakistani leaders have tried to make their people
understand that relations with India would not
be normalised in very short order, they have to
be constantly aware of the political conditions in
which the process of engagement will unfold.
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With Lok Sabha elections possible by the rhiddle
of the year, the Indian leadership might not be
able to deal with the contentious issues in a sub-
stantive manner. It will not be able to produce
any imaginative initiatives on the Kashmir issue
or be able to summon the political will to imple-
ment any agreements on less vexatious matters
such as the Tulbul project or Sir Creek. New Del-
hi will also need time to gauge whether Islama-
bad will persist with its efforts to contain
cross-border terrorism. Both sides will need to
exercise patience to ensure that the process of
engagement does not stall since the frustration
generated by failure will further erode the pro-
spects of full normalisation.

India will continue to be cautious about deal-
ing with a Pakistani establishment that is ulti-
mately controlled by General Musharraf. It will
not be in a hurry to conclude that the military-
dominated Pakistani establishment has made an
irreversible strategic decision in favour of friend-
ship, cooperation and amity. However, the sig-
nificance of recent developments on the other
side of the border must not be underestimated.
The two attempts to assassinate General Mushar-
raf brought home to the Pakistani leadership the
dangers inherent in its sponsorship of jihadi ele-
ments. Pakistan is under intense international
scrutiny because of its long association with the
Jihadi movement and because of the latest reve-
lations about its role in clandestine nuclear pro-
liferation. The fear of international isolation
could combine forces with the prospect of en-
hanced economic cooperation within the SAARC
framework to move Pakistani policy further in a

_positive direction. That the leaders of the reli-

gious parties did not hesitate to interact with
Prime Minister Vajpayee and his delegation per-
haps indicates that most components of Pakis-
tan’s political spectrum have decided to support
the process of engagement and sensible, mature
dialogue with India.
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“HISTORY HAS BEEN MADE, SAYS MUSHARRAF

India, Pakistan

to begm talks

Jan. 6. — ‘One meeting and one phone
call was all it took, on the surface, to tie
up the loose ends and clinch the “deal”.
In the words of Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
India and Pakistan had agreed to “com-
mence the process of the composite dia-
logue in February 2004”. Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee had called on the general yes-
terday and spoke to him for 65 minutes
and also made a phone call after the
Saarc summit ended today, “sealing
this deal”. '

Though Indian and Pakistani delega-
tion members refused to divulge what
brought about this dramatic change of
heart, Gen. Musharraf was ecstatic at the
press conference: “History has been
made; we’ve arrived at an agreement.”

Indian and Pakistani leaders and officials
spoke in amazing consonance, not quite a
usual thing in subcontinental politics.
While national security adviser Mr Brajesh
Mishra said: “It’s not a victory for any one
side, but a win-win situation for everyone”,
Gen. Musharraf said it was a victory “for
the world, for moderates in India and
Pakistan and for the people of Kashmir”.

After the foreign ministers of the two
countrics, within minutes of each other,
read out the joint statement and made
very similar comments, it was clear that
weeks of well-guarded behind-the-scene
and step-by-step efforts aimed at conver-
gence of views between the two sides, had
come to fruition in Islamabad.

“We’ve never reached in the past where
we've reached now,” Gen. Musharraf said.
“We've realised that the way forward is
peace”. While today’s agreement was “a
beginning”, the “culmination” would be
“resolving all Indo-Pak differences,
including J&K,” he said.

Questions from the Pakistani media,
however, seemed to indicate that Islama-
bad had made the concessions. Not only
does the sm—paragraph joint statement
speak of confidence — “that the resump-
tion of the composite dialogue will lead to

l’i

PMIhunks Pervez

Gen. Musharraf at Tuesday's press mest. — AFP

ISLAMABAD, Jan. 6. — Mr AB Vajpayee
called Gen. Musharraf today to thank him for
the “excellent arrangements” and “conclusion
of a successful Saarc summit,” Mr Yashwant
Sinha said. Gen. Musharraf said: “Prime
Minister Vajpayee and | congratulated each
other; and he wished me protection” — SNS

the peaceful settlement of all bilateral
issues, including J&K” (with no mention of
the ‘third party’, the Kashmiris) — there’s
an entire paragraph on terror, that has long
been India’s concern, though Delhi has
consciously kept out the term “cross-bor-
der terror” from the formulations.

The joint statement reads: “Prime
Minister Vajpayee said... violence, hostility
and terrorism must be prevented.
President Musharraf reassured Prime
Minister Vajpayee that he will not permit
any territory under Pakistan’s control to be
used to support terrorism in any manner.”

At the press meet, Gen. Musharraf
spoke of the “simultaneity” of three “link-
ages” in the joint statement that would
lead to a “productive dialogue addressing
all issues”. These were: the Kashmir-issue
needs to be resolved; forward movement
of confidence-building measures have led
to the ‘thaw’ leading to the ‘composite dia-
logue’ on all issues, including Kashmir;
and Pakistan iterated its resolve to fight
terror. “Any terrorism will not be allowed
in Pakistan,” Gen. Musharraf said.

More reports, photographs on page 4
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‘Something’s cooking
‘on Indo-Pak front

Brajesh met ISI

ot

H

By Manoj Joshi
Times News NETWORK

Islamabad: Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee met Pakistani Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf for about an
hour on Monday morning. External
affairs minister Yashwant Sinha, who
briefed reporters, did not use the term
“courtesy call” that he had on Sunday.
“Both leaders welcomed recent steps
for normalisation of relations and ex-
pressed hope that the process would
continue,” was his bland update.

It was not a one-on-one meeting
and both leaders were accompanied
by their foreign ministers, foreign
secretaries and high commissioners.
Pakistan’s finance minister Shaukat
Aziz and India’s national security
adviser Brajesh Mishra were also
present.

The other thing Mr Sinha did was
to diss Pakistan information minis-
ter Sheikh Rashid’s earlier state-
ment that “right now the knots are
being unravelled for a (joint) decla-
ration”. Somewhat theatrically, Mr
Sinha said, “At this stage anyone
saying anything more than I have
said is not doing justice to the
cause.” Indian officials privately
pleaded with journalists to avoid
any hype “at this stage”:

The operative phrase is “at this
stage”. Although it may sound like
gobbledygook to the lay person, in
the arcane world of diplomacy this
is the clearest indicator that some-
thing is cooking.

That something is an agreed
framework to get India-Pakistan re-
lations back on track again. It will
involve a continuation of the cease-

¢ fire and a dismantling of the infra-
structure supporting terrorism on
the Pakistani side of the LoC, ac-
companied by the beginning of a for-

chief before PM-General meet
| ¢4 T

AFP

Gen Pervez Musharraf shakes hands with Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee as Pakistani PM Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali looks on during the
ongoing Saarc summit in Islamabad on Monday.

eign secretary-level dialogue.

On Sunday night, former Pakistani
foreign minister Niaz Naik revealed
that among the people Mr Mishra had
been talking to was the director-gen-
eral of Inter-Services Intelligence
(ISI), Lt Gen Ehsan-ul-Haq. Indian of-
ficials are
tightlipped about
this. While Mr Sin-
ha refused to re-
spond to a relat-
edquestion, Mr
Mishra has been unavailable to the
media.

Undoubtedly, Mr Mishra and Mr
Hag have discussed the nuts and
bolts of the Indian demand that Pak-
istan crack down on terrorism,
while the foreign secretaries have
had discussions on ways to restart
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their stalled dialogue.

Both sides are agreed on this
framework, but they want it to be
synchronised keeping in mind their
respective requirements. India will
want to wait till July-August to see
whether infiltration remains low
when the snow
melts and the elec-
tions are over. Pak-
istan wants to see
an early start to a
dialogue. But one
thing is clear, India will not just go
by declarations of the type Gen
Musharraf made on January 12,
2001 but demand concrete, visible
and verifiable action.

@ Dawood shifted to Karachi, Page 3
@ Islamabad Diary, Page 9
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Back channel to TV channél: Brajesh-IS| talks spill out

BHARAT BHUSHAN

Islamabad, Jan. 5: Pakistan’s
former foreign secretary Niaz
A. Naik is not the most discreet
of diplomats. He had earlier
blown the whistle on the back
channel diplomacy that he and
veteran journalist R.K. Mishra
were engaged in before the
Lahore bus ride and continuing
up to the end of the Kargil
conflict.

Now Naik has revealed that
national security adviser Bra-
jesh Mishra has had meetings
with Lt Gen. Ehsan-ul-Haq, the
director-general of the infa-
mous Inter-Services Intelli-
gence. He made the revelation
on Pakistan’s newest private

TV channel, Geo.

Naik said during a talk
show that Mishra and Haq dis-
cussed the “security concerns”
of the two countries.

For the Indian side, this
means how to carry the nor-
malisation and the dialogue
process forward by ensuring
that the militants in Kashmir
keep their guns aside. Naik was
of the view that attempts on
General Pervez Musharraf’s
life “have brought India and
Pakistan’s security people to-
gether”.

The former foreign secre-
tary also revealed that Mishra
had met Pakistan foreign min-
ister Khursheed Mehmood Ka-
suri to explore ways of resum-

ing India-Pakistan in-
teraction on all issues,
“including Kashmir”.
He said that
Mishra and Kasuri
talked about the
modalities and the ar-
chitecture of such fu-
ture interactions —
i.e. whether there
should be a summit to

begin with or whether N

the two countries

should begin with a dialogue
between the foreign ministers
or the foreign secretaries. What
seemed to have been agreed,
however, according to Naik,
whatever the process, it must
eventually lead to a summit
meeting between the Prime

Ministers of Pak-
istan and India, and
Musharraf,

Naik was also of
the view that the dia-
logue process should
take place after ade-
| quate preparation in
the light of what hap-
pened at Lahore and
Agra.

He referred to
Musharraf’s recent
interview to Reuters in which
the President expressed his
willingness to set aside Pak-
istan’s long-standing demand
for a plebiscite according to UN
Resolutions on Kashmir. “The
door has been opened for posi-
tive talks on Kashmir. And we

have had a positive response
from India,” Naik said.

The former foreign secre-
tary felt that it was a good thing
that there had not been any
negative reaction from hard-
line groups like the Muttahida
Majlis-e-Amal (MMA) that
comprises nine religious
parties.

Naik claimed that Mushar-
raf's statement about the plebi-
scite had taken these groups
and the Kashmiri people by
surprise and that efforts were
underway to make them under-
stand that Pakistan was not
going to abandon their case.

“President Musharraf
spent three hours with them
(the Kashmiri groups) to con-

vince them that these are only
modalities for finding a solu-
tion),” he said.

Naik said one of the key ele-
ments of the Nawaz Sharif-Vaj-
payee meeting at Lahore was
their agreement to abandon
their old positions — India
would not refer to Kashmir as
its “integral part” and Pak-
istan would not insist on
plebiscite.

“This does not mean that we
are abandoning the right of
self-determination” which,
Naik said, was a universal
human right and towards
which plebiscite was only one
of the mechanisms. There were
many other ways of reaching
the same goal, he said.

‘Advani and
millions

\,
|

with

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Jan. 5: For the first
time since Atal Bihari Vajpayee
embarked on his peace mission
to Islamabad, his deputy L.K.
Advani has indicated that he
fully backs the Prime Minister’s
éfforts.

Millions of people are pray-
ing that the Prime Minister, who
is now in Islamabad, is success-
ful in his peace mission, Advani
said while speaking at a function
in Rashtrapati Bhavan where
the Gandhi peace prize was pre-
sented to former President of
Czechoslovakia Vaclav Havel.

Advani had in the past been
publicly held responsible by the
Pakistan establishment for
wrecking the Agra summit.

In the run-up to the Islam-
abad Saarc summit, Advani had
not said much in public about ei-
ther Vajpayee’s visit to Pakistan
or the peace initiative by the
Prime Minister.

However, this morning’s
comment could be seen as the
first public endorsement, howev-
er indirect, of Vajpayee’s visit.

The Prime Minister had con-
sulted Advani at every step of
the renewed peace process. Vaj-
payee had held a three-hour
meeting with Advani before vis-
iting Srinagar in April when the
Prime Minister made his first
peace overture to Pakistan.

Last week, before national se-
curity adviser Brajesh Mishra
left for Islamabad, he called on
Advani and held an hour-long
discussion with the deputy
Prime Minister. Vajpayee has
made it a point to ensure that
there is consensus in the top po-
litical leadership on the frame-
work to be adopted for talks with
Pakistan.

India has been carefully
crafting a step-by-step normali-
sation process with Pakistan.
Vajpayee and the Pakistan lead-
ership are expected to set the
broad framework for bilateral
negotiations at a later date.

In the interlude, Advani will
begin talks with the moderate
Hurriyat group, led by Maulana
Abbas Ansari. The Centre’s in-
terlocutor for Kashmir, N.N.
Vohra, met Advani today and re-
viewed the situation in Kashmir.

Vohra updated Advani on
last week’s meeting of the coor-
dination group set up by the Cen-
tre to lay the groundwork for
talks.

Besides Vohra, the coordina-
tion group Mudes Union home
secretary'N. Gopalaswami, cabi-

Atal

net secretary Kamal Pande and

officer on special duty in the.

Prime minister’s office A.S.:
Dulat. i

The government was keen on
holding talks with the Hurriya?
on December 27 but the group
had sought more time as one of
its leaders, Mirwaiz Umar Fa-
rooq, was hospitalised.

Hurriyat chairman Ansari
attached significance to the
Prime Minister’s meetings in
Pakistan but said the key to
peace lay in resolving the Kash-
mir dispute.

His predecessor, Abdul Gani
Bhat, saw the developments as
a “change in the situation to-
wards a brighter future for Ka%h-
mir”. i

Echoing Advani, the BJP
said the meeting between Vaj-
payee and Musharraf was|a
“positive step”.

“The talks between the Prirhe -

Minister and the Pakistan Presi-
dent in Islamabad today was@a
positive step in the right direc-
tion and we hope something con-
crete would emerge from it,”
party president M. Venkaiah
Naidu told reporters here. He
said the party will come out with
aformal proposal later.

Union communications min-
ister Arun Shourie said it was a
“sign of success that Pakistan
was now following Vajpayee’s
initiatives”.

“Pakistan, which had said all
sorts of things about us at the in-
ternational stage, is today fol-
lowing Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee’s initiatives. It isa
sign of success,” Shourie said
while addressing BJP workers in
Goa.

Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Pervez Musharraf shake hands on Monday. (AFP)

Good start drives Pak hopes

IMTIAZ GUL

Islamabad, Jan. 5: Pakistan
today described Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s meetings
with President Pervez Mushar-
raf and Prime Minister Mir Za-
farullah Khan Jamali as a “good
beginning” and hoped that the
process would culminate in a
composite dialogue.

“We predict more intensive
engagement between the two
countries with the beginning of
the process,” foreign office
spokesman Masood Khan told a
press briefing.

Khan also read out a state-
ment similar to what Indian for-
eign minister Yashwant Sinha
had said earlier in the day.

“I have not told you anything
about the contents of the meet-
ing (between Musharraf and Va-
jpayee) but it is our hope that the
composite dialogue will lead to

talks on all issues on India-Pak-
istan agenda,” Khan said.

Sinha had also said both lead-
ers hoped that the process would
continue. “We are interested in
the success of a certain process
and if we are interested, then we

specifics of the parleys between
Musharraf and Vajpayee and
parried a question on Pakistan
information minister Sheikh
Rashid’s comments that the Indi-
an side raised the issue of terror-
ism and the host Kashmir.

Islamabad rejects 1857 offer -

Islamabad rejected Vajpayee’s suggestion for a celebration
by India, Pakistan and Bangladesh of the 150th anniversary of
the 1857 First War of Independence.

Reacting to the suggestion made by Vajpayee at the opening of
the Saarc summit yesterday, Pakistan foreign office spokesman
Masood Khan said: “I think the answer is no.”

have to act with certain respon-
sibility,” he said, while attempt-
ing to play down the hypecreat-
ed after the Musharraf-Va:payee
meeting.

Khan also declined to go into

Speculation over what hap-
pened at the meeting overshad-
owed the second day of the Saarc
summit, which had become pos-
sible only after Vajpayee agreed
to attend.

Responding to a question
about possible exchange of nu-
clear confidence-building meas-
ures, Khan said: “Yes, this is a
long-term goal. Both are nuclear
powers and it is their responsi-
bility to formulate the CBMs and
they must come up with a re-
straint regime.”

Pakistan and India had
on January 1 exchanged the
regular list of nuclear installa-
tions and facilities under an
agreement to prevent attacks on
each other’s nuclear installa-
tions and facilities, signed by
them in 1988.

Talks please US

In Washington, the US state de-
partment said it was pleased that
the leaders of India and Pakis-
tan had met and expressed hopes
for more engagement between
the South Asian neighbours.
China also welcomed the talks.
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peace process will continue

By Amit Baruah and
B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 5. In an ice-
breaking meeting, the Prime
Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
today met the Pakistan Presi-
dent, Pervez Musharraf, for
about an hour at the Aiwan-e-
Sadar, or the presidential pal-
ace, here.

Briefing the media after the
much-anticipated meeting, the
External Affairs Minister, Yash-
want Sinha, said: “Both leaders
welcomed the recent steps to-
wards normalisation of rela-
tions between the two countries
and expressed the hope that the
process will continue.”

After some confusion caused
by the remarks of the Pakistan
Information Minister, Sheikh
Rasheed, the Pakistan Foreign
Office spokesman, Masood
Khan, distanced himself from
the statements and echoed the
sentiments expressed by Mr.
Sinha. “The two leaders dis-
cussed the positive impact of
the recent confidence-building
measures and hoped that their

momentum would be main-
tained,” Mr. Khan said. He, like
Mr. Sinha, did not give any de-
tails.

Apart from Mr. Sinha, the Na-
tional Security Adviser, Brajesh
Mishra, and the Foreign Secre-
tary, Shashank, were present
while the Pakistan Foreign and
Finance Ministers, Khurshid
Mahmud Kasuri and Shaukat
Aziz, the Foreign Secretary, Riaz
Khokhar, and Pakistan’s High
Commissioner to India, Aziz
Ahmed Khan, attended the
meeting.

While Pakistan is said to have
raised the issue of resuming the
composite bilateral dialogue,
the Indian side reportedly spoke
of cross-border terrorism. India
specifically referred to the latest
terrorist attack in Jammu and
pointed out that one of the ex-
tremists killed was allegedly a
Pakistani national.

Before going in for the meet-
ing, Mr. Vajpayee said he hoped
that the talks between India and
Pakistan would take place con-
tinuously and progress could be
made with the two countries

The Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, and the Pklstan President, Perve Musarraf, at a

understanding each other’s dif-
ficulties.

Speaking at a brief ceremony
to the lay the foundation of a
High Commission residential
complex, Mr. Vajpayee hoped
that the new building would be
able to face the “storms and
rain” in inclement weather. He
hoped that the Indian diplo-
mats would work in a respon-
sible manner to ensure that
bilateral relations improved.

Earlier, Mr. Shashank and Mr.
Khokhar met separately.

When it was pointed out to
Mr. Sinha that the people of In-
dia and Pakistan expected a lit-
tle more than his brief
statement, he said that anyone
who said anything more at this
stage was not doing any service
to the [peace] cause. Asked
whether Mr. Mishra, had met
the Inter-Services Intelligence
Directorate chief, Lt. Gen. Eh-
san-ul-Haq, he said: “I don’t
think that is necessary.”

{Asked at a separate briefing
about the same “meeting,” the
Pakistani spokesman said: “I
have no information on that.”)

bilateral meeting on the sidelines of the 12th summit of the South Asian Assoclation for
Regional Cooperation in Islamabad on Monday. — AFP

Mr. Sinha emphasised that
the very fact that Mr. Vajpayee
had come to Pakistan and met
his counterpart, Mir Zafarullah
Khan Jamali, and Gen. Mushar-
raf, meant that “progress” had
been made. “Please look at it
like that.”

Asked whether cross-border
terrorism figured in the Vaj-
payee-Musharraf talks, Mr. Sin-
ha said, “Please don’t ask for
details.” Would India and Pakis-
tan put in place more confi-
dence-building measures? “I
don’t think the possibility of
more CBMs has been exhausted
at this point.”

Speaking separately, Mr. Ma-
sood Khan said the meetings
were not just an event but a
process. “And, we have to invest
in a process. This is just the
beginning.”

By not giving details and talk-
ing in terms of a process, both
countries have brought down
the heightened expectations of
a major breakthrough in the re-
lationship in the immediate
context. Delays in press brief-
ings from both sides led to con-
siderable speculation
throughout the day.

Pakistan, however, continues
to hope that these meetings,
significant in themselves, would
lead to the resumption of a
composite dialogue between
the two countries, including on
the issue of Jammu and Kash-
Thir.

“That [the resumption of dia-
logue] remains  Pakistan’s
hope,” Mr. Khan said. The
Musharraf-Vajpayee and the Ja-
mali-Vajpayee meetings were
the first since the failed summit
in Agra in July 2001 and, hence,
significant.

Mr. Khan said the resump-

tion of dialogue — whetber at |

the level of Foreign Secretaries
or Foreign Ministers — had not
yet been decided.

Asked why India and Pakistan
were not revealing what had
transpired, Mr. Khan said the
meetings were crucial and
could not be termed a non-
event. To a question whether
there was scope for arriving at
nuclear CBMs, he said: “Not in
the immediate context. This is a
long-term goal.” Reiterating a
previous Pakistani proposal, he
said India and Pakistan must
come up with a strategic re-
straint regime.

Talks welcomed; l
SAARC nations sign &
social charter: Page 11
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BHARAT BHUSHAN

Islamabad, Jan. 5: Signalling a
positive change in the India-Pak-
istan relationship, Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee today
called on General Pervez Mu-
sharraf at the Aiwan-e-Sadr, the
presidential palace. The two
leaders, who met with their re-
spective delegations for about an -
hour, decided to continue the
ongoing process of normalisa-
tion of ties.

External affairs minister
Yashwant Sinha said: “Both lea-
ders welcomed the recent steps
taken for the normalisation of
relations between the two coun-
tries and expressed the hope that
the process would continue.”

Sinha did not rule out the two
countries announcing some
more confidence-building meas-
ures (CBMs). “I don’t think the
possibility of further CBMs has
been exhausted,” he said.

There was no one-to-one
meeting between Vajpayee and
Musharraf. Sinha, national se-
curity adviser Brajesh Mishra,
foreign secretary Shashank and
the Indian high commissioner in
Islamabad, Shivshankar Menon,
accompanied Vajpayee.

Stonewalling questions,
Sinha said: “Anyone who says
anything more than what I have
said about the meeting at this
stage is not doing any service to
the cause. I am not in a position
to go into details, It is not in the
interest of the cause.”

Pakistan information minis-
ter Sheikh Rashid came in for an
Indian reprimand for telling
PTV that the two sides were
“working on a joint statement”.
Sinha dismissed it as “nothing
more than spectulation” and sug-
gested that it was irresponsible

i Minister
met the President

of Pakistan... that
“~is progress ‘

INDIA
The talks

were
compre-
hensive . }
and :
intense. But our
issues are more
than 50 years old
——— PAKISTAN

to induige in speculation.

Rashid later clarified his re-
marks to say he had simply
meant India and Pakistan would
issue statements.

Sinha claimed that there had
been a definite forward move-
ment. “The fact that the Prime
Minister of India came to Islam-
abad to attend the Saarc summit;
that he met the Prime Minister
of Pakistan; that he met the Pres-
ident of Pakistan; that I met my
counterpart and the Indian for-
eign secretary met his counter-
part — that is progress.”

Rashid said: “The talks were
comprehensive and intense
(Jum kar baat hui. Dat kar baat
hui). But our issues are more
than 50 years old. So it would be
wrong to say that all knotty is-

/’Th’e twain meet, and
that is enougl}M\

sues have been resolved.”

A tremendous amount of
backroom effort went on over the
last four days for the meeting. Mi-
shra, who reached Islamabad
two days ahead of Vajpayee,isbe-
lieved to have held several quiet
but high-powered meetings with
the Pakistani establishment.

Sinha was asked whether he
had any comments on the alleg-
ed meeting between Mishra and
Lt General Ehsan-ul-Hagq, the di-
rector-general of the Inter-Ser-
vices Intelligence (ISI). “I don’t
think that is necessary,” he said.

Former Pakistan foreign sec-
retary Niaz A. Naik had revealed
ona TV channel that Mishra had
discussed India’s “security con-
cerns” with the ISI chief,

Before meeting Musharraf,
Vajpayee had emphasised the
need for India and Pakistan to
understand each other’s difficul-
ties. “The dialogue must contin-
ue. We must understand each
other’s difficulties so that the
path of working together is al-
ways kept open,” he said while
laying the foundation stone of
the second phase of the Indian
high commission building.

Vajpayee said times were ch-
anging and new question were
cropping up and new answers

were being sought. “I am confi-

dent that the building whose
foundation I am laying will be
strong and will be able to with-
stand the vagaries of weather.
Come storm or rain, this build-
ing must be able to withstand
them,” he said.

Vajpayee is given to using
weather metaphors to describe
India-Pakistan relations. Many
here thought he was:speaking
about laying a new foundation
for India-Pakistan relations.
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India, Pakistan to start

s dialogue in February

We will not allow territory under our contrZﬂ
to be used by terrorists: Musharraf «9-)

By Amit Baruah and
B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 6. In a giant step
forward, India and Pakistan to-
day announced that they had
agreed to “commence” the
process of “composite dia-
logue” in February. The level of
the dialogue is still to be decid-
ed, according to both sides.

Ajoint press statement issued
just before the Prime Minister,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, returned
to New Delhi late this after-
noon, saw the Pakistan Presi-
dent, Pervez Musharraf,
reassure India that he “will not
permit any territory under Pa-
kistan’s control to be used to
support terrorism in any
manner.”

The accord raised expecta-
tions of a rapid improvement in
bilateral relations, with both
sides stressing that there were
no “winners and losers”. A
“win-win” situation had been
created for both.

However, Gen. Musharraf

went as far as to say that “histo-
ry had been made,” suggesting
that the two countries may have
agreed on a long-term trajecto-
ry to resolve contentious issues.

At one point, he even used the
term “deal.”

Asked whether there had
been some back-channel diplo-
macy, he said: “I don’t think so.
We [have] never reached in the
past where we have reached
now. With [the] passage of time
and developments around the
world, there is a realisation [of
geo-economic realities].”

The statement continued:
“The two leaders are confident
that the resumption of the com-

‘Ready to come tomorrow’

& “You invite me today, I
will come tomorrow,” the
Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf, said in Islamabad
today when asked when he
proposed to travel again to
India.

# Gen. Musharraf has no
intention of competing with
Mr. Vajpayee in poetry. Mr.
Vajpayee is ‘“far ahead and
much more knowledgeable
than me. Sher-o-shayari mein
woh (Vajpayee) bahut aage
hain,”[in poetry and Urdu
couplets he is far ahead of

The Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, gets a warm hug from his Pakistn counterpart,

o

posite dialogue will lead to a
peaceful settlement of all bilat-
eral issues, including Jammu
and Kashmir, to the satisfaction
of all sides.”

At the end of several days of
hard negotiations on the text of
the statement, the two coun-
tries seemed to have ended a
long period of acrimony and
non-contact that had marked
their relationship since the De-
cember 13, 2001 attack on In-
dia’s Parliament.

me], he said when asked
whether the Indian leader had
responded with any poem or
couplet to the one he recited
at the banquet hosted in
honour of the SAARC leaders.
# “As the confidence-
building measures grow, more
facilities can be given,” Gen.
Musharraf said promising to
consider suggestions on
facilitating Sikh pilgrims to
visit gurdwaras, such as the
Nankana Sahib and Punja
Sahib, in Pakistan: — PTI,
UNI

nai- 7ofarmillah Khan Jamali, at the Islamabad airport on Tuesday. — AFP
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The six-paragraph statement
said: “Prime Minister Vajpayee
said that in order to take for-
ward and sustain the dialogue
process, violence, hostility and
terrorism must be prevented...
President Musharraf empha-
sised that a sustained and pro-
ductive dialogue addressing all
issues would lead to positive
results.”

“Both leaders welcomed the
recent steps towards normalisa-
tion of relations between the
two countries and expressed the

- hope that the positive trends set

by the CBMs (confidence-build-
ing measures) would be
consolidated.”

The National Security Advis-
er, Brajesh Mishra, categorically
denied that he had had any
meeting with Pakistan’s Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI) chief,
Lt. Gen. Ehsan-ul-Haq, during
his six-day stay in Islamabad.
He, however, confirmed that he
held meetings with other Pakis-
tani interlocutors, but said it
was up to Islamabad to identify
these interlocutors.

These meetings were to “tie
up” loose ends in the joint press
statement. Asked whether the
assurance on non-use of Pakis-
tani soil for terrorist purposes
meant that Islamabad would
now cooperate with New Delhi
on the issue, Mr. Mishra said
that as the two countries con-
tinued the dialogue process,
this possibility could arise.

On the question of India’s .

wanted “list of 20", Gen. Mush-
arraf said that this should be
looked at in an environment of
trust and harmony “later.” He 4
counselled presspersons that
Pakistan and India should leave
aside contentious issues and
concentrate on steps that could
be taken easily. T 7

Sounding like a man India
could do business with, he said
that a “thaw” had taken place in
bilateral relations owing to the
positive actions taken by both
countries — Gen. Musharraf
was open in praising Mr. Vaj-
payee’s “vision and
statesmanship.”

Gen. Musharraf said the two
countries had arrived at an
“agreement to take the [peace]
process to its logical end” and
added in a matter-of-fact fash-
ion that Kashmir was an issue
that had to be resolved.

Editorial: Page 10 |
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‘MUSHARRAF IS THE BfVlG/EST LEADER’

Indla and Pakistan must
' keep talking: Vajpayee

A By Amit Baruah and
B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 3. The Prime
Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
confirmed today that he would
interact with his Pakistani hosts
during his three-day stay in Isla-
mabad for the 12th SAARC sum-
mit that begins on Sunday.

Mr. Vajpayee, who arrived
here in a special Indian Air Force
aircraft, said in an interview to
Pakistan Television this evening
that he believed that India could
talk to the Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf, and ex-

pressed the hope that thiswould -

lead to concrete achievements.

He described Gen. Musharraf
as the “biggest leader” of Pakis-
tan, with whom he had been in-
teracting since his February
1999 visit to Lahore. The Prime
Minister wanted him to play a
role in promoting peace with In-
dia.

Mr. Vajpayee, who was re-
ceived at the airport by his Pa-
kistani counterpart, Mir
Zafarullah Khan Jamali, said
that India and Pakistan must
keep talking. “We have never
shied away from a dialogue on
Kashmir” even though India be-
lieved that Kashmir was an in-
tegral part of its territory.

The two countries had never
really got down to serious dis-
cussions on the Kashmir issue,
but had been reiterating their
positions. Any serious dialogue
aimed at resolving this issue
would take time.

Pakistan, he pointed out, was
aneighbour and India needed to
live with it. The choice was be-
tween living in peace and a con-
tinued state of tension. There
was, however, a realisation that
“we should live in peace.”

Mr. Vajpayee said that it had
been his endeavour to make
peace with Pakistan ever since
his first visit to Islamabad 25
years ago a§ the External Affairs
Minister in the Janata Party Guv-
ernment.

Expressing regret at the mas-
sacre of Muslims in Gujarat in
2002, he denied that the Bharati-
ya Janata Party had used it for
electoral gains. Also, Pakistan-
bashing was not an issue in the
recent Assembly elections.

The Prime Minister dismissed
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a suggestion that India was act-
ing as a “junior partner” of the
United States and pointed out
that the allegation was also lev-
elled against Pakistan. India had
relations of equality with the
U.S. and had no hesitation dif-

The Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, and his Pakistan counterpart, Mir Zafarullah
Khan Jamali, shortly after Mr. Vajpayee’s arrival in Islamabad on Saturday. — Reuters

fering with it on issues.

The Prime Minister, who ar-
rived a few hours earlier than
scheduled (at 4 p.m. IST), was
accorded a ceremonial welcome
and guard of honour at the
Chaklala air base, near here. He
then left the air base in a bullet-
proof BMW car, specially flown
in from India.

Mr.  Vajpayee exchanged
pleasantries with Mr. Jamali at
the airport, holding hands and
waving to photographers. He
drove to the highly-protected
Serena Hotel, opposite the Jin-
nah Convention Centre, venue
of the SAARC summit.

The Prime Minister’s willing-
ness to do business with Gen.
Musharraf hardly comes as a
surprise and is in line with his
remarks on December 4, before
he left for Abuja, Nigeria. Asked
whom he would like to meet in
Islamabad — Gen. Musharraf or

Mr. Jamali — he said it was okay

whoever he met.

In a statement before his
SAARC visit, Mr. Vajpayee said,
“While in Istamabad, 1 will take
the opportunity of bilateral
meetings with other SAARC
leaders, besides interacting with
our hosts. [ hope all discussions,
bilateral and regional, would
proceed in the spirit of friend-
ship, cooperation and good
neighbourliness.”

Just before Mr. Vajpayee’s ar-
rival here, Pakistan, as chair of
the SAARC summit, formally an-
nounced that there had been

Next summit
in Dhaka

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 3. The 13th
South Asian Association for Re-
gional Cooperation summit
will be held in Dhaka, Bangla-
desh on January 1, 2005, the
Pakistan Foreign Minister,
Kurshid Mehmud Kasuri, said

here tnd~--

agreement on the text of the
South Asian Free Trade Area
draft, the SAARC social charter
and the additional protocol to
the existing conventlon on ter-
rorism.

Announcing this at a press
conference, Mr. Kasuri said that
Kashmir was a bilateral issue be-
tween India and Pakistan and
had nothing to do with the addi-
tional protocol on terrorism. He
was responding to a question
whether the additional protocol
would impact the “freedom
struggle” in Kashmir.

Mr. Kasuri said one could on-
ly be optimistic on India-Pakis-
tan relations and his Prime
Minister had tried hard to bring
about a dialogue between the
two countries. “The general as-
sumption is that this opportuni-
ty provided by SAARC should
not be missed [for a bilateral

meeting between India and Pa-
kistanl ” he addad



Atal ready for

VAJPAYEE CHANGES TACK, OFFERS FREE EXCHANGE ON KAS

" Mubashir Zaidi & Agencies
Islamabad, January 3

AS SOON as his plane landed at Islam-
abad, Atal Bihari Vajpayee eagerly
climbed down. Not only from the Indi-
an Air Force Boeing 737 but also from a
position stated emphatically just a few
hours ago.

In words that must have been music
to his hosts’ ears, the Indian Prime Min-
ister told state-owned Pakistan Televi-
sion that he is ready for talks with the
country’s President and “biggest
leader”, General Pervez Musharraf.

“Hum samajhthe hain ki Musharraf
sahib ke saath hamari baatcheet ho
sakti hai (I think there could be talks
with President Musharraf),” Vajpayee
said in an exclusive interview, telecast
minutes after he had arrived to a red
carpet welcome. “We feel we could have
talks with him and these would yield
results.” :

Still, he left one thing vague:
whether the talks would be a one-on-
one — a subject of intense speculation
in the run-up to the Saarc summit.

New Delhi was willing to hold “sub-
stantial” talks to iron out existing dif-
ferences, Vajpayee said. “I believe the
talks should continue. We never shied
away from talking about the Jammu
and Kashmir problem. Our stand,
which is the right one, is that Jammu
and Kashmir is part of India. But we
are ready to have open talks on it.”

Vajpayee’s stance seemed to have un-
dergone an about-turn between two TV
interviews, just hours apart, on Satur-
day. To the Indian broadcaster, Door-
darshan, he had said there would be
“no bilateral talks” in Islamabad.

But shortly before take-off, his posi-
tion had changed from the emphatic to
the enigmatic. During his stay in Is-
lamabad — the Prime Minister told re-
porters — he would hold bilateral
meetings with leaders of Saarc coun-
tries other than Pakistan. With the
hosts, he would merely “interact”.

All that had changed by the time Va-
Jpayee spoke to PTV, declaring that it
was in the interest of both countries —
and the world -— to live as friends.

He answered questions on the Gu-
jarat violence two years ago, saying
whatever had happened was not right.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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“Muslims were killed. Hindus were
burnt alive. It was unfortunate. It did
not become an election issue.”

Would the BJP do some Pakistan-
bashing in the run-up to next year’s
Lok Sabha elections, the interviewer
asked, contending this was done ahead
of the Gujarat Assembly polls. The
Prime Minister reminded the ques-
tioner that in the Assembly elections
held recently in five states, there had
been no “provocative” speeches ag-
ainst Pakistan.

Earlier, Vajpayee was received at the
airport by Pakistani Premier Mir Za-
farullah Khan Jamali. He was accord-
ed a tri-services guard of honour as the

‘.‘
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AP
PRIME MOVERS: Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali listen to their
countries’ national anthems at Islamabad airport on Saturday.

national anthems of the two countries
were played. Jamali then escorted Vaj-
payee to his armoured black BMW, spe-
cially brought from India for his secu-
rity in Islamabad, which now resem-
bles a fortress.

Mystery mission

The principal secretary to the Prime
Minister and National Security Advis-
er, Brajesh Mishra, apparently met the
ISI chief on Friday night and discussed
cross-border infiltration and the fenc-
ing of the LoC by India. Karachi-based
Urdu daily Ummat, quoting highly-
placed sources, said Mishra met the

talks with Pervez

Qv IV
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SIGNAL SWITCH

Y ToDoordarshan

There will be no hilateral talks.
We want to use all our time, all
our energy, to make Saarca
success. That will help resolve
other problems :

Before take-off  ,

While.in Islamabad, | shall take
the opportunity of holding
bilateral meetings with other
Saarc leaders, besides
interacting with our hosts

t To Pakistan TV

We think there can he talks
with President Musharraf and
that these would yield results.
We never shied away from
talking about the Kashmir
problem.We are ready to hold
open talks on the subject

head of a national security agency re-
sponsible for Pakistan’s security. It was
a clear reference to the Inter-Services
Intelligence.

The arrival of Mishra — who has no
official engagement connected to Saarc
— ahead of Vajpayee has triggered a
buzz in the Pakistani media. English
daily The News speculated that Mish-
ra, who arrived on Friday with Foreign
Minister Yashwant Sinha, is on a spe-
cial mission. And that mission has
been kept secret even from key officials
in the Indian delegation to the summit,
The News reported.

Related reports on Page 5



measures to Pakistan. Foreign office in Islamabad dubs them a “rehash and
recycle” of the offer made earlier by Jamali
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sNov. 4: Pakistan releases 74 Indian fishermen
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Indlan sgiistan roops oxchange sweels 1 Wagah eNov. 24: Delhi agress and suggests extending the truce to

oApril 18, 2003: Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee . the Siachen glacier
extends “a hand of friendship” to Pakistan at a rally in ‘ : ) : " g ; | ; '
Srinagar. But he slips in a rider — “| am ready to falks . L ,'“'?:‘,‘--z"’ﬁ' Consuliro ke effect
both at home and abroad but bloodshed must first stop _ N wl - eNov. 28: India says it will not hesitate to shoot at infiltrators
&April 20: Pakistan foreign minister Khursheed : v Sy v et hopes Rakistan vl ol fetur fre
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wecan.. ; _ %W’mmgﬁfe - sDec. 2 India suggests talks to resume the Samjhauta
e April 23: President Pervez Express — me only raillink between the neighbours
Musharraf welcomes Vajpay- | bus . #Dec. 4: Vajpayee writes to Jamali, confirming
ee’s offer i ‘ participation in Saarec summit
(top); and Jamali
oMay 2: Vajpayee tells announces the eDec. 8: Jamali calls the Prime
Parliament he wantsto & coaselve (1ghl). Minister,says a “warm welcome”

restore diplomatic, civil aviation and sporting links awaits him in Pakistan

eMay 6: Pakistan Prime Minister Mir Zafarullah Khan Ja-  gpec. 14: Bridge blown up in Rawalpindi before Musharraf's
mali announces plans to resume air, rail and bus links cavaicade is to pass over it
and restore full strength-at respective missions. m '
terms them “inadequate” : 8: Musharraf offers to drop a 50-year-old
Lt T dfora UN-mandated plebiscite over Kashmir
eJune 28: 12 soldiers killed in first militant s
an army camp in Jammu since peace ove: : Pakistan permits Vajpayee to bring
Delhi refuses 1o be deterred from path of | n convoy of vehicles, security gadgets
' _ o , mmandos for visit
«July. 10: Pakistan high commissionerto D -
Aziz Ahmed Khan presents credentials. Five days Dec. 23: Vajpayee says infiltration has
later, Indian high commissioner to Pakistan Shiv.  dropped after the ceasefire but rules out
Shankar Menon leaves for Islamabad  talks till Islamabad takes effective and vis-
: . ible steps to stop cross-border terrorism
oJuly 11: Delhi-Lahore bus back on emhEty
road : S sDec. 25: Second
’ attempt on Musharraf's

wJuly 29; In the first signs of hic-
cups in the peace process, Dethi
protests-against Islamabad’s criticaj
remarks about Indian officials and .
consulates in Afghanistan

eAug. 15; Vaipayee reiterates peace
gesture in Independence Day address

@Sepl. 17: Warming ties catch
sudden chill with Kasuri calling off a
trip to India to invite Vajpayee for the
Saarc summit in Islamabad after a snub

Noor Fatima. who came ford

from counterpart Yashwant Sinha - heart operation from Pakistan,
: - quickly became the face of
#0ct. 22: India offers a dozen reconciliatory Indo-Pak friendship

4 N 2008

lite, Delhi reviews security for
Vajpayee visit

#Dec. 30: The Pakistan President says he will not
allow “misuse™ of his territory for activities against any

. other country

eDec. 31: India announces new year gift package of four
proposals, including technical-level talk on Srinagar-
Muzaffarabad bus service

wJan. 1: South Asian foreign ministers agree at Saarc
meset to.putin place afree trade arrangement in the re-
gion by 2006, a step that India has been pushing for but
Pakistan has been stonewalling.

First flight from Pakistan in two years lands in India




ISLAMABAD, JAN. 2. The Prime
Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
has again said that this will be
his last attempt at making peace
with Pakistan — a point that he
made in the middle of 2003 in
an interview to a German maga-
zine.

In an interview to the Dawn,
the Prime Minister said the en-
tire spectrum of political opin-
ion in India was for peace,
cooperation
with Pakistan.

On whether his Cabinet col-
leagues shared his views, Mr.
Vajpayee responded: “The main
question that is raised by critics
of my peace initiative is whether
it is getting — and will get in the
future — a matching and sus-
tained response from Pakistan.”

If such a response was com-
ing, the Prime Minister said that
he saw no problem in putting
behind violence, terrorism and
hostility.

“I can see no obstacle to [the]
establishment of a climate of

- My last attempt
peace, says

By OQur Islamabad Bureau’ fnendshxp and cordiality in

and friendship

at

Va) pgi{

which we can discuss and re-
solve all our outstanding bilat-
eral issues, including Jammu
and Kashmir.”

In Mr. Vajpayee'’s view, the
Agra summit failed because Pa-
kistan was insisting on the cen-
trality of the Kashmir issue and
India could not accept that.

The Prime Minister was quot-
ed as saying that he did not
want to repeat his frequently-
stated views on terrorism.

Referring to the periogd since
his April 18, 2003, hand of
friendship speech in Srinagar,
Mr. Vajpayee stressed: “These
eight months have witnessed
the ground swell of popular en-
thusiasm in the people of both
our countries — parliamentar-
ians and political workers, busi-
nessmen and professionals,
artists and social activists — for
a normal, peaceful and cooper-
ative bilateral relationship. We
should build on the momentum
and on the recent positive de-
velopments in a constructive
manner.”
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“TRUCE TALK ABROAD, Tsnnog;mr AT HOME
LoC ceasefire will
be indefinite: Pak

Agencies
Islamabad/Washington, Jan 2

A DAY after India proposed to
make the LoC ceasefire per-
manent, Pakistan said the
truce would last indefinitely.
But it turned down Delhi’s
proposal for a single currency

and a Saarc Economic Union, .

made on Friday, saying the
immediate focus should be on
conflict resolution.

Asked about Foreign Minis-
ter Yashwant Sinha’s propos-
al for permanent ceasefire,
Pakistan foreign office spo-
kesman Masood Khan said Is-
lamabad expected the cease-
fire will be indefinite. “It is a
comprehensive ceasefire. The
ceasefire is holding and this is
very good,” he said. “The next
step shoulid be a composite di-
alogue to resolve all issues.”

Pakistan saw Sinha’s other
proposal — “one currency,
one tariff regime and free
movement of goods, services
and people” — as a good long-
term goal, but argued the
right atmosphere has to be
created by removing conflicts

. in the region.

»  T¢lamabad kept its promise
of not raising Kashmir at the
foreign ministers’ meeting,

- where Sinha embraced Pak-
istan’s Khursheed Mehmood
Kasuri. They posed for the
cameras, smiling and with
arms around each other.

The seven foreign ministers
cleared a framework agree-
ment for a.South Asian Free
Trade Area (Safta), which will
come into force on January 1,
2006, and worked out the Addi-
tional Protocol on Terrorism.
Under this, countries will
freeze funding of terrorists,
deny them refugee status, ex-

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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Two passengers run for cover as a third lies down during
the attack on Jammu railway station on Friday.

Jammu attack kills 6

TWO DAYS before the
Saarc summit, terrorists
struck at Jammu railway
station, Kkilling four people,
including two BSF jawans,
and wounding 15. Two of
the three attackers, sus-
pected to be Lashkar-e-
Taiyyeba members, were
killed by the security
forces. Officials said the ca-
sualty figure could have
been higher had a train
been waiting at any of the
platforms. The station was
packed with pilgrims, who
use it as a transit point for
Vaishno Devi. The terror-
ists, dressed in army fa-
tigue, first threw grenades

AP

on platforms 1 and 2
around 7 pm. As panic-
stricken passengers start-
ed running for safety, the
militants began firing on
them from the overbridge.
Police commandos at the
station couldn’t return the
fire immediately for fear
catching the passengers in
the crossfire. A passénger
bound for Delhi said the
terrorists took positions on
the overbridge after throw-
ing the grenades. One of
the BSF jawans collapsed
under the impact of a
grenade explosion and the
other taking a bullet.

HTC, Jammu

tradite them and move against
terror at home. The ministers
agreed to set up a South Asian
Development Bank (for which
the heads of states will sign a

Saarc social charter on Janu-
ary 6), try and avoid double
taxation and celebrate 2005 as
South Asia Tourism Year.
See also Page 5
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Let’s make it a permanent
«"' ceasefire, says Sinha 9.

y Alok Mukherjee

NEW DELHI, JAN. 1. The External
Affairs Minister, Yaswant
Sinha, today left for
Islamabad, hoping that the
coming summit of the South
Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation would be
shkecessfulit ,

I Talking to the media before
his departure, Mr. Sinha said,
“We are going with a message
of brotherhood,” and noted
that since the hand of
friendship was extended to
Pakistan by the Prime Minister
in April last, several steps had
been taken to improve
relations.

India was now interested in
making the existing ceasefire
‘permanent’ as the ceasefire
now in place was open-ended
and not bound by any
timeframe, Mr. Sinha said and
added that it was incumbent
on both countries to ensure
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that the ceasefire held. “It is a
comprehensive ceasefire
because it includes the
international boundary, the
Line of Control and the Actual
Ground Position Line in
Siachen. It will be our hope
that both India and Pakistan
will continue

to ensure that this ceasefire
remains in place.’

Referring to yesterday’s
Indian proposals, including
the holding of technical-level
talks for bus links between
Srinagar and Muzaffarabad in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, he
said, “We hope a positive
response on them will come
from Pakistan. In this manner
we will continue to move
forward to make our relations
normal and cordial.”

On the action of Bhutan to
flush out Indian insurgent
groups, he said, “Clearly, it is
an example worth emulating
by other SAARC countries.
What Bhutan has done is an
example before the other
SAARC countries where
terrorism takes shelter or
terrorists take refuge. Those
countries are under obligation
under international
conventions and under the
agreement in SAARC to take
action.”

About the possibility of any
bilateral meeting between the
Prime Minister, Atal Bihari
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Vajpayee, and Pakistani
leaders on the sidelines of the
summit, Mr. Sinha said,
“There will be meetings. There
will be a number of occasions
for official meetings and social
interaction. Apart from that
there is no other meeting
planned.” On whether India
would take the initiative for .
such a meeting, he said, “{ am
speaking as of 2 p.m. now. No
such meeting has been
planned.”

“Our hope is that on these
SAARC issues, concrete
progress is made. India has a
lot of hope and wish that all
the seven countries of the
grouping agree on SAFTA. If
some difficulties are there,
these could be addressed
during the two meetings of the
SAARC Foreign Ministers
starting tomorrow. All efforts
would be made to resolve
them before the three-day
summit begins on January 4,”
the Minister said. :

Mr. Sinha left for Islamabad
in a special Indian Air Force
Boeing-737 and was
accompanied by the National
Security Adviser, Brajesh
Mishra, the Joint Secretary in
the External Affairs Ministry,
Arun Singh, and senior
officials. The Pakistan Deputy
High Commissioner, Munawar
Bhatti, and Indian officials saw
him off at the airport.
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HE INDIAN Government in-
sists that there is some way to
go before it sits down at the
negotiating table with Pakis-
tan. But it is unlikely that the Prime
Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, will re-
turn from Islamabad next week with-
out an agreement to re-start the
stalled dialogue in the near future.
There is a question, however, that is
more important than the timing of
the dialogue — what will India and
Pakistan do with these talks?

Over the last decade and a half, a
dialogue — on-again and off-again —
has indeed taken place between the
two nations. But the results have
been pitiful. They can be summarised
easily — an agreement to start a bus
service between Lahore and New
Delhi, three nuclear and military con-
fidence-building measures, an intent
to negotiate more, and a general dec-
laration on bilateral relations. To un-
derstand why the dialogue has
delivered so little and assess the pro-
spects for a different future, we must
look at the structure of the Indo-Pa-
kistan negotiations. Ten issues need
to be addressed for a more purpose-
ful engagement between the two
sides.

The first set of issues is simple.
What do they talk about? After con-
siderable  deliberation in the
mid-1990s, India and Pakistan agreed
on a framework for what is called the
“composite dialogue” which put
down all subjects of mutual interest.
They were: a) peace and security in-
cluding confidence-building mea-
sures; b) Jammu and Kashmir; c)
Siachen; d) Tulbul navigation project;
e) Sir Creek; f) terrorism and drug
trafficking; gleconomic and commer-
cial cooperation; and h) promotion of
friendly exchanges.

An agreed agenda did not end the
difficulties. A new range of problems
cropped up as the two sides squab-
bled about special emphasis in the
talks on specific subjects like Kash-
mir, Eventually it was agreed that the
first two — peace and security, and
Jammu and Kashmir — will be taken
up by the Foreign Secretaries. At the
Agra summit in July 2001 the two
sides had come to an agreement in
their unfinished draft declaration
that three subjects will be discussed
at the political level — peace and se-
curity, Kashmir, and terrorism. It is a
formula the two sides can now com-
fortably adopt.

What are the “core” issues? This
question has generally been a dia-
logue-buster. India and Pakistan
have each often argued, with some
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India and Pakistan have been trapped for too
long in arguing about procedural issues and
defending past political postures.

vehemence, that precedence must be
given to what it calls the “core issue”.
They, of course, do not agree on what
that core issue is. For Pakistan, the

dispute over Jammu and Kashmir is

the core. For India, it is cross-border
terrorism that is at the heart of its
concerns.

The international community,
however, has a different core issue.
Worried about the recurrent military
crises between India and Pakistan,
and concerned about a nuclear flash-
point in the Subcontinent, the United
States, Europe and Japan underline
the importance of focussing on confi-
dence-building measures. In the end,
India and Pakistan have no option
but to address each other’s primary
concerns, without allowing them to
derail the rest of the process. They
also will have to demonstrate to the
world that they are re-

Kargil war in 1999 and the attack on
Parliament on December 13, 2001,
was adamant that there could be no
talks unless Islamabad put an end to
cross-border terrorism. For a variety
of reasons, neither side could sustain
their preconditions for too long.
Who should one negotiate with?
This fifth question always casts a
shadow over the Indo-Pakistan dia-
logue. In the complex power struc-
ture in Pakistan the Army Chief has a
lot of power, which is exercised di-
rectly when the civilians are thrown
out, and indirectly when there is a
fagade of democracy. At the moment,
should Mr. Vajpayee deal with Gen.
Musharraf who is the real source of
power or with Pakistan’s Prime Min-
ister, Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali?
Pakistan too faces a problem. Is it
enough to deal with Mr. Vajpayee? Or
should they also engage

sponsible nuciear powers WORLD VIEW the so-called hardliners in

and have the capacity to
manage the dangerous nuclear factor
in their relationship.

India and Pakistan at different
times have set up political linkages
among different parts of the bilateral
agenda. These linkages have under-
mined Indo-Pakistan engagement in
recent years. Pakistan’s President,
Pervez Musharraf, has often said that
trade ties between India and Pakistan
can only improve after there is pro-
gress in resolving the Kashmir ques-
tion. India says normalisation of
bilateral relations must precede a se-
rious discussion of the contentious
issues like Jammu and Kashmir. Put
another way, India and Pakistan have
differed strongly on how they should
sequence their peace process.

The marathon talks at the Agra
summit in 2001 collapsed amidst dis-
agreement between the two sides on
what should be the relationship be-
tween Kashmir and the rest of the
agenda. The problem can be circum-
vented now by agreeing to address all
issues simultaneously, with the full
understanding that not all tracks
might move at the same speed.

India and Pakistan have also often
set pre-conditions for a dialogue. In
the mid-1990s when Islamabad
thought it had New Delhi on the mat
in Kashmir, Pakistan refused to talk
unless India first withdrew troops
from the valley and reduced its hu-
man-rights violations, India, after the
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Mr. Vajpayee’s Cabinet,
who many in Pakistan believe were
responsible for the failure of the Agra
summit. While the formal process of
engagement would necessarily take
place between heads of governments,
there is reason why the dialogue can-
not take the informal power centres
on board.

Sixth, the shape of the table, too,
has often been a problem in Indo-
Pakistan engagement. Pakistan has
insisted that the negotiations on
Kashmir must involve the people of
Kashmir. This demand is reinforced
by the Hurriyat, which calls for in-
volvement of Pakistan in its dialogue
with New Delhi. India of course re-
jects the proposal. For now it is clear
that there will be two separate tracks.
One between New Delhi and Islama-
bad; and the other between New Del-
hi and a range of political forces in
Srinagar, including the Hurriyat and
other militant groups. In the end, it is
mere common sense to say that
Kashmiri opinion will have to be sat-
isfied to some extent in any final set-
tlement between India and Pakistan.

Seventh, the role of third parties
has always been a contentious ques-
tion. Islamabad has campaigned for
years for a third party mediation of
Indo-Pakistan disputes. India rejects
this approach. India believes “bilater-
alism” is the key to progress on inter-
state relations in the Subcontinent.
This contradiction need not detain
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Indo-Pakistan talks: ten issues

By C. Raja Mohan

India and Pakistan. The formal dia-
logue between the two nations is like-
ly to remain at the bilateral level.

But the world will increasingly in-
trude into this process, given the
growing global concern about Indo-
Pakistan tensions. More important,
the improving relationship between
New Delhi and Washington has given
the confidence to India that Amer-
ican involvement in the region need
not necessarily be inimical to India’s
interests. The Kargil experience has
allowed India to be more amenable
to external “facilitation” of the Indo-
Pakistan process.

Eighth, India and Pakistan differ
on the role of confidence-building
measures. Pakistan wants a short
phase of negotiating CBMs and an
early start to formal negotiations on
Kashmir. India wants an extended
process of CBMs to create the condi-
tions under which Kashmir can be
discussed. But there is no reason why
India and Pakistan cannot move for-
ward at the same time on both fronts.

Ninth, at what level do we nego-
tiate? After Lahore and Agra, India
prefers a bottom up approach. But
Gen. Musharraf wants a high stakes
top down negotiation led by himself
and Mr. Vajpayee. Here again, the
two leaders can signal a political
commitment to address the sensitive
issues at the highest level, let the talks
be held at a lower level, and period-
ically review progress. Frequent
meetings and visits to each other’s
capitals by the top leaders, agreed at
Agra, holds the key.

Finally, given the difficulties of
moving forward through normal
channels of communication should
India and Pakistan use back channel
diplomacy? India and Pakistan have
used back channels in the recent
past. Some times the best channel
might be the most obvious. When the
formal envoys, the High Commis-
sioners, in both capitals are smart
and enjoy the trust of the top leaders,
they could create considerable move-
ment, which can be supplemented by
other approaches.

India and Pakistan have been
trapped for too long in arguing about
procedural issues and defending past
political postures. Mr. Vajpayee and
his Pakistani interlocutors must
break the mould. The new mantra for
Indo-Pakistan negotiations should be
fairly simple: engage across a broad
front, address each other’s core con-
cerns, focus on problem-solving, ex-
pand bilateral cooperation wherever
possible and open up the two socie-
ties for more intensive interaction.
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o, Peace be with us

‘ WAT
secondary school childten on
one of the TV channels. One

' of the questions was: What
| wasthe reaction of the young partic-
| jpants to the recent ceasefire betw-
¢ een India and Pakistan? The team
i which gave the winning answer said:
' *““We do notunderstand what is hap-
pening. We read reports that both
countries are making suggestions
for peace. Then there are wars like
Kargil. Vajpayee and Mushariaf
keep fighting. We feel the ceasefire
should hold. More importantly, our
leaders should realise that young
people of both countries ‘do not
want war. We must have good rela-
tions based on mutual accommoda-
tion.” It is my gut feeling that young

tavour of peace and normalcy.

Are the mutually offered cea-
sefire proposals going to translate
into discussions on substantive is-
sues and a cooperative relation-
ship between India and Pakistan?
Prime Minister Jamali offered cea-
sefire proposals on November 24.
By November 26, India had ac-
cepted, extending the ceasefire to
the Siachen sector beyond the
point up to which the LoCwas de-
marcated in detail. The ceasefire
has come into force since the night
of November 26.

A curious aspect of the cease-
fire is the emotionalism which ch-
. aracterises relations between peo-
ples of all categories in India and
Pakistan. Members of the Indian
and Pakistani security forces who
have fought many wars since In-
dependence, and who continue to
fire on each other whenever the
necessity arises, met each other
on Id to exchange sweets. All this
within a matter of hours of the
confrontationist posture being
ended by government orders on
both sides. People of both sides
who are involved in Track IT con-
tacts returned to their countries
touched by the warmth shown by
the other side.

Pakistan’s prime minister ma-
de the ceasefire offer just before

people in Pakistan are equally in -

EJ.N.Dixit

Conditions are
conducive for a
ceasefire that‘ holds

Id to match Prime Minister Vaj-
payee’s offer to normalise Indo-
Pakistan relations just before Di-
wali. It could be considered a
message 10 the people of India in
general and to the people of J&K
in particular, of Pakistan’s desire
to generate an atmosphere of
peace. It was interesting that he
did not link this to the pre-condi-
tion of discussions on Kashmir.
India responded positively to
Jamali’s offer. An additional rea-
son for this could be the increasing
pressure on India by world powers
to resume dialogue with Pakistan
and similar pressure on Pakistan
to dissociate itself from terrorist
activities. There are also indica-

desire to show that the Pakistani
government is desirous of creat-
ing a positive atmosphere for the
SAARC summit.

India’s response is also rooted
in similar considerations. Vajpa-
yee-would like to project the im-
age of being a statesman commit-
ted to resolving Indo-Pakistan ties
before the general elections of
2004. This is a distinctly positive
development.

Civil aviation talks between In-
dia and Pakistan held in Decem®
ber have now resulted in the re-
storation of civil aviation contacts
and overflight facilities. External
Affairs Minister Yashwant Sinha
has confirmed that India is serious

In more recent times there is genuine
desire for normalcy in both India and
Pakistan, and for not letting it become
hostage to concemns like Kashmir

tions of increasing opposition to
Musharraf engineered by extrem-
ist Islamic groups within Pakistan
moving the government to take
sterner action against them. Thus,
the punitive government decisions
against the Lashkar-e-Toiba and
Jaish-e-Mohammed.

Another reason is the groun-
dswell of public opinion in Pak-
istan to have peace with India to
which Jamali is more sensitive
than Musharraf. Musharraf, for
his own survival, might have en-
dorsed the ceasefire initiative.

-There is also the reported ges-

ture from him that he will relin-
quish the post of chief of army
staff by the end of 2004. Last, but
not least, the Pakistani initiative
must have been animated by the

about moving towards a dialogue
based on the Jamali-Vajpayee pro-
posals. All major powers have wel-
comed the initiatives, The media,
in India more than in Pakistan, is
gushing with optimism.

These developments are posi-
tive and could become the basis
for meaningful discussions for pe-
ace in the sub-continent. This rea-
soning, however, has to be tem-
pered with realism. The ceasefire
has not resulted in any great re-
duction in cross-border terrorism
in J&K. In any case there is always
a downscaling of such cross-bor-
der violence during winter. The
question is whether there are indi-
cations of any change in Pak-
istan’s views on dealing with
Kashmir, and about their support
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toviolent militancy in J&K.

President Musharraf’s press in-

terview of December 17 shows a
positive shift. He has said that Pak-
istan will set aside the view that the
UN Security Council resolutions
should form the basis for a solution
of the Kashmir issue. He added that
he is willing to come half way if In-
dia shows some effort tocome to a
compromise on the Kashmir issue.
" Prime Minister Vajpayee, on
his part, has moved away from his
old stand of not meeting Jamali or
Musharraf during the SAARC su-
mmit. J&K Chief Minister Mufti
Mohammed Sayeed contributed
to this optimism when he anno-
unced that the LoC maynotbe the
basis of a solution, but it could be
partofit.

Clearly, any Indo-Pak dialogue
would take off from the ground al-
ready covered at Lahore and Agra,
and on the tentative agreements
reached earlier between the two
countries on issues related to
Siachen, Wullar Barrage, demarca-
tion of the boundary at the Sir
Creek and so on. Kashmir and the
management of the results of the
nuclear weaponisation of both the
countries should be prioritised in
this agenda.

Despite the long history of ad-
versarial relationship between In-
dia and Pakistan, one phenomenon
underlines public feeling in both
countries. First, the pre-Partition
linkages still have some emotional
resonance in relations between the
two peoples. Second, in more re-
cent times there is genuine desire
for normalcy and peace, and in not
letting them become hostage to
concerns like Kashmir. One ac-
cepts that the issues affecting Indo-
Pak relations are complex and need
patience. Discussions on these
should be undertaken realistically
without illusions, taking into ac-
count developments on the ground
asseparate from policy pronounce-
ments. The ceasefire provides an
opportunity for governments of the
two countries to reason together.
Hopefully, theywill do so.
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fndla wants ceaseﬁre foq{'ever

NEW DELH], Jan 1..— India is keen to make
the ceasefire in place at present with Pakistan
a “permanent” one, external affairs minister
Mr Yashwant Sinha said today before board-
ing a special IAF Boeing-737 for Islamabad.
“It is incumbent on both countries to ensure
that the ceasefire holds,” he said.

The open-ended ceasefire along the LoC
and the International Border was proposed by
Pakistani Prime Minister Mir Zafarullah Khan
Jamali and promptly agreed to by India which
extended it to Siachen as well.

Mr Sinha will take part in the two-day Saarc
foreign ministers’ conference beginning
Friday. The meeting will try to ease differences
among the seven member nations of the Saarc
on various issues, including terrorism and
intra-regional free trade. The draft declaration
the foreign ministers agree upon would be put
up for the heads of government to finalise and
sign at the summit beginning on Sunday.

Speaking to the media, Mr Sinha said: “Our
(India and Pakistan’s) effort will be to see that
the bitterness that has been there in our rela-
tions is removed.” He iterated that no bilater-
al meeting was scheduled between senior
Indian and Pakistani officials or leaders.

With only three days to go for the summit,
India and Pakistan today exchanged upgrad-
ed lists of their nuclear facilities and installa-
tions under a bilateral agreement for the
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mabad, Finance mmis:er Mr Shaukat Az:z, a
close aide of President Musharat, wil be e

13th year in succession. Pakistan foreign
office invited Mr A Gitesh Sharma, political
counsellor of the Indian high commission, and
handed him over its list which broadly
remained the same as that of last year.
Pakistani officials said the Indian foreign min-
istry too handed over its corresponding list.
Under the agreement, the two countries are
to inform each other on 1 January every year
about the nuclear installations and facilities to
be covered by the agreement. The first such
exchange of lists took place on 1 January 1992.
The pact stipulated that both the,countries
should list out the nuclear installations and
facilities inorder to exempt them from attacks
in the event of a war.
Photopraphs, another report on page 5
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