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C‘ Left at Iast wakes up to external threats

o0 one disputes the seriousness of the threat posed by the

ISI in the eastern sector, nor the concern expressed by
the chief minister in the state assembly. The question is
what Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee’s government is doing while
militant groups acting in tandem with the ISI are setting ug
camps on the Bangladesh side and how it proposes to deal
with a situation getting out of control. The Left cannot pre-
tend this is a new problem. The chief minister himself will
recall what he said about two years ago that the ISI was
active in madrasas located in border districts. It was repor-
ted the following day in all newspapers (including Gana-
shakti) but was hastily withdrawn after Alimuddin Street
discovered it would upset the minority vote-bank that cons-
titutes more than 20 per cent of the electorate. Obviously
the latest statement on the ISI has come with the sanction of
the party. Or else Buddhadeb wouldn’t be reluctant to name
Bangladesh while mentioning Nepal and Bhutan as other
sources of concern. It suggests that the Left government is
still not clear as to how to respond but must make an official
statement because militant groups as well as illegal immi-
grants have created security problems which is rapidly be-
yond the reach of the BSE.

If this is a signal to the Centre, the state government is
barking up the wrong tree. Manmohan Singh, on his part,
“has made it clear he does not intend to attend the Saarc
summit in Dhaka where Ulfa militants have gained
shelter. But it is up to the West Bengal government to
find the means of dealing with the threat. So far it has
not conceded that. the problem of militants and illegal
immigrants has created an emergency. Which is why
there is no estimate of how many camps in Bangladesh
are offering support to militant groups in India and how
many thousands (or lakhs) of illegal immigrants have
mingled with the Indian population. It is not enough to
make a formal statement in the assembly and expect the
problem to solve itself. It is a matter of internal security and

calls for sustained pressure on-Bangladesh that refuses to
acknowledge the truth.
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error strikes
LA e 9 -G WO
Left Eront must deal tactfully with Naxalites

he Left Front has, for some strange reason, taken the

stand that no talks will be held with extremists till they give
up the path of violence. The question is, what if they don’t?
The answer is to found in successive blasts in forest depart-
ment rest houses at Midnapore masterminded and executed
by Maoists. More fearsome is a confession by the Inspector-
General of Police that it is impossible to deal with Naxalite
outfits in Belpahari and other parts of Midnapore because of
the hilly terrain and also because extremists operate with
sophisticated weapons. Bihar witnesses the same situation
with Naxalite outfits “liberating” large areas with the police
being silent spectators. Bengal may become another nerve-
centre of Naxalite terror with government establishments and
buildings as targets. It is not enough to hold emergency
meetings at Writers’ Building. The ground situation is what
must be tackled on an emergency footing.

There is need to explore the causes for unrest and why
villagers in many cases are coming to the aid of extremists.
The last elections in Midnapore confirmed that the Left had
cleansed large areas of opposition. It is easy for the IG to
interpret a raid on a road contractor’s house as a sign of the
Maoists’ effort to impede development work and strike terror
because they are looters and criminals. Whether or not that is
true, the long years of neglect have resulted in the social
discontent now being exploited. The starvation deaths in
Amalsole which the government tried to brush aside were an
example of the distress taking a heavy toll. The blasts at the
forest bungalows must be seen in a wider context and there is
fear of the tactics affecting tourism which already suffers on
account of administrative weaknesses. It all adds up to a grim
situation whereby extremists in these districts try to make
their presence felt and, in the IG’s words, even establish a
“free zone”. The government cannot simply describe them as
a destructive menace and hope the problem will go away.
There is need to deal with them tactfully, examine social and
human aspects, acknowledge past mistakes and encourage
them to return to the mainstrearn. While it is true that extre-
mists have confused social campaigns with crime and extor-
tion, the government also needs to do some introspection.
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World Bank aid f(\){r/

Statesman News Service

KOLKATA, Dec. 1. — After a
gap of nearly five years, the Left
Front government is at the World
Bank’s door. But this time it is
apparently negotiating on its own
terms since the bank no longer
insists on seeing the state’s bud-
get papers as precondition for
extending assistance.

“This is hopefully the beginning
of a long-term relationship with
the state government,” said the
bank’s country director, Mr Mi-
chael F Carter, after a meeting
with Mr Buddhadeb Bhattachar-
jee today. Financial assistance in
the health sector has been con-
firmed. The chief minister said the
bank has approved a loan of Rs
600 crore for upgrading rural
healthcare infrastructure and Rs
128 crore for technical education.

Led by Mr Carter, a seven-
member delegation of the bank
met the chief minister, finance
minister, Mr Asim Dasgupta, and
senior officials, including chief
secretary Mr Asok Gupta at
Writers’ Buildings today. A pre-
sentation on the government’s
restructuring programme for sick
public sector units was made
before the delegation.

West Bengal, Mr Carter said
was among the 12 staies whichs L.

sstate health sect

g A\

r
RIL service centre

KOLKATA, Dec. 1. — As part of
investment plans, spread over a
period of three years, Reliance
today announced the establishment
of a solution development and
service centre in West Bengal.

Mr Mukesh D Ambani, RIL chairman
and managing director, while
inaugurating Infocom 2004 IT
seminar said: “We (Reliance Info-
comm) have already invested close to
Rs 1,000 crore in the state, but | feel
this is not enough and we will set up
a solution development and service
centre here that would give
employment to over 2,500 people in
the next three years” — SNS

bank has identified for extending
support after consulting the
Centre. “The rationale behind the
choice was that the largest number
of people live under conditions of
poverty in these states,” he said.
“We have plans to support two to
three areas of the government
over the next four years. The first
is a rural and primary health pro-
ject covering its preventive and
curative aspects.”

He declined to specify the loan
amount. An expert team led by
the bank’s economist, Mr Paolo
Carlo Belli, will visit the state in
February to finalise the matter,
war Carter said.



GUIDING LIGHT: Bengal IT minister Manab Mukherjee (left) with Reliance Industries
chairfnan and managing director Mukesh Ambani and ABP Ltd managing director
ddha Lahiri (right) at Infocom 2004 in Calcutta on Wednesday. Picture by Pabitra Das

¥a\”

+“Bengal scouts for "

M;Y M)

DEVADEEP PUROHIT Dhirubhai Ambani in the state.

The B-team hit bull’s eye twice in the day
Calcutta, Dec. 1: If the tech world’s titans are  and this time with the leading public sector oil
in town, Bengal’s B-team gets busy. and gas major.

On the sidelines of Infocom 2004 — organ- “Subir Raha promised us that the
ised by Nasscom and Businessworld, an ABP company will set up a composite regional
group publication — the team met a host of computer centre in Calcutta. They want
CEOs to sell the state’s investment potential. around 60,000 sq ft space for the centre,

“I had my first meeting of the day with which would be used as a data centre. He
Mukesh Ambani, who expressed his happiness also wants us to take part in the World
with the state of affairsin Bengal. It wasagood Petroleum Congress, to be held in New Delhi
beginning for us,” said IT minister Manab in January, to showcase the state’s strengths

Mukherjee on Wednesday evening. in IT to other petroleum majors,” added
The minister has made a makeshift officeat Mukherjee.

the Infocom venue and posted his department’s The ONGC chief also accepted the minis-

key staffers both at the conference site and ex-  ter’s demand and agreed to give students from

hibition grounds. premier institutes a chance to be trained in the

Besides mobilising manpower, the minister centre, which the company plans to opera-
— along with department secretary G. D. Gau- tionalise by next year.
tama — has drawn up a list of 25 decision mak- In the evening, Mukherjee escorted a team
ers, whom the team would meet during the from Nasscom that called on chief minister
biggest exposition of the IT industry inthere- Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee at the Writers' Build-
gion. mgs.

Today, Mukherjee met K. S. Viswanathan of The team included the apex body’s presi-
Wipro, Shankar Annaswamy of IBM, Yogesh dent Kiran Karnik, its chairman Jerry Rao,
Verma of DLF and Subir Raha of Oil and Nat- Nandan Nilekani of Infosys, Roopen Roy of

ural Gas Corporation (ONGC). PricewaterhouseCoopers and Raj Dutta of
But the morning meeting was most memo-  Wipro Spectramind.
rable, after which Ambani inaugurated Info- “They complimented the chief minister for

com 2004 and announced the company’s deci- the government’s recent initiatives to attract
sion to set up a solution and services develop- industry in the state. The team also stressed on
ment centre in the city. the need to develop a long-term strategy to cre-

The chairman and managing director of Re- ate and maintain enabling infrastructure,”
liance Industries also added that the company said Gautama, who was present during the 45-
would set up a tech-school in the memory of minute meeting.
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KOLKATA, Nov. 19, —
Kudos for a Marxist from
the richest Indian. This is a
certificate Mr Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee will perhaps
cherish and preserve.
Mr Azim Premiji, chairman,
Wipro Corporation, today
certified Mr Bhattacharjee
as the best chief minister in
the country. “Mr Bhattachar-
jee is doing an outstanding
job and he, without any
doubt, is the best serving
chief minister in the country
today,” Mr Premiji-remarked
at an interactive session
organised by the Cllata
city hotel this evening.
Mr Bhattacharjee was in the
same league as Mr Chan-
drababu Naidu, forme
Andhra Pradesh chisf
inister, in tarms of imple-
menting reforms, Mr Premjj
said. *But the West Bengal
chisf minister is working
under severe constraints”
Dismissing ap

_ gy, but you
need 1o jook at the polifical
stability in the state. In rec-
ent times, the state govern-
ment has been realistic.
They have understood that
the debate between socia-
lism and capitalism does
not create jobs. It is the
industry that creates jobs”
On the question of the futu-
re of information technology
in the state, he said the
confidence among the IT
professionals and indus-
trialists need to be restored.
More reports on Kolkata

. Plus |
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"SC cancels Kolkata’

judge land allotment

‘ WAIIocated Plot To JuQic%e BJnerlee
Q}\’ Our Political Bureau

NEW DELHI T9 NOVEMBER

HE Supreme Court on Friday
T cancelled allotment of a plot of

land to a retired Calcutta High
Court judge, made by former West
Bengal chief minister Jyoti Basu, say-
ing an “unholy nexus” existed be-
tween the judge and the government.

The judgment has come as an em-
barrassment for the Left Front, an im-
portant ally of the UPA
government at the
Centre, which has al-
ways advocated probi-
ty in the government
functioning.

A Bench comprising
Justice S.N. Variava
and Justice HK. Sema
passed the order
against Justice B.P.
Banerjee, who was al-
lotted a piece of land in

jee’s plea that he should not be sin-
gled out. “He has misused his divine
judicial duty as liveries to accomplish
his personal ends. He has betrayed
the trust reposed on him by the peo-
ple. To say the least, this is bad,” the
court observed.

Citing instances indicating Justice
Banerjee did not discharge his judicial
duty in ali faimess, the apex court point-
ed out that he had stayed allotment of
plots under the CM's discretionary quo-
ta, while hearing a PIL
on the issue in the Cal-
cutta High Counrt, after
he failed to secure one
for himself.

Justice Banerjee va-
cated hisstay ordera few
days later, when “four
kathas” of land was al-
lotted to him, the Bench
said. “In the backdrop of
the facts and circum-
stances, we are of the

the posh Salt Lake city
under the chief minis-
ter'sdiscretionary quota
in 1987. The writ petition was filed by
Dipak Kumar Ghosh, questioning Mr
Basu’s allotting land from the discre-
tionary quota to a number of retired
and serving judges of the Supreme
Court and the High Court.

The Bench rejected Justice Baner-

O N8V 2004

Basu: IN THE RED

view that the conduct of
the learned judge is be-
yond excusable limits,”
Justice Sema, writing for the Bench, said.
The SC said the government could eval-
uate the price of bungalow constructed
on the plot and give him the money be-
fore getting it vacated. In that case, one
year should be given to him for moving
out, the Bench added.

-

The Economic Times
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7 Bandh povlvitics&g

9" Marxists to reap bitter harvest one day\q\‘\\

uddhadeb Bhattacharjee’s government should be commeh-

ded for the extraordinary promptness with which it im-
plemented the Calcutta High Court’s order of issuing an offi-
cial notification declaring the’SUClI-called Bangla bandh ille-
gal and warning government and semi-government employees
that a day’s pay would be cut from those who stay away from
their work on the bandh day. Also at the official level everyone
from chief minister and chief secretary downwards made stre-
nuous efforts to keep life normal, ensuring that public trans-
port operated normally. It would seem that a similar posture
will apply for the two opposition-sponsored bandhs next
Monday and on 3 December. Politically the Marxists are
opposing the three bandhs to protest the spiralling prices of
petroleum products. CPI-M leaders including Anil Biswas has
labelied all the three bandhs a “criminal offence” and has gone
to the ridiculous length of saying that bandhs called only by his
party are “just and legitimate” as they are “always pro-people
and pro-West Bengal”. whereas those by the Opposition are
“invariably anti-people and against the interest of the state”.
His observation means that his party claims the sole right to
call bandhs and irrespective of court order. The CITU on 24
February had called a Bangla bandh defying the apex court’s
ban on strikes by government employees. Marxist leaders had
then attacked the court’s order and had said that the only way
the right to strike could be upheld was by making 24 February
bandh a “grand success”. The current stand on opposition-
sponsored bandhs amounts to deceit and doublespeak.

The Opposition is right in asking Buddhadeb whether his
government would issue a similar pay cut notice when CITU
and AITUC jointly sponsor bandhs in future. Because the state
government has never deducted salaries or penalised those
who helped make these bandhs a success. Even those who
attacked willing employees with police help were left un-
touched. In fact, its partisanship and vindictiveness surfaced
every time the Opposition called a bandh. There are instances
of leave deduction and even physical assauit and harassment
by the Coordination Committee in the case of those who failed
to turn up. The sole purpose of all these techniques is to make
everyone fall in line so that Alimuddin Street’s ultimate objec-
tive of enforcing one-party rule in the state is achieved. Un-
fortunately, Marxists do not realise that like Indira Gandhi,
they will reap a bitter harvest of what they are sowing today.
Sadly, Alimuddin Street refuses to learn from history.

/ VY
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"‘Bandh

bench

to hear" .\

protest cries

OUR LEGALREPORTER

Calcutta, Nov. 18: With two
bandhs round the corner and
petitions piling up, Calcutta
High Court today created a
separate “jurisdiction” to
hear bandh-related cases. In
other words, a bench dedicat-
ed to hearing such cases.

The decision has come four
days before the November 22
bandh called by the CPI-ML
(Liberation). The Trinamul
Congress has called a bandh
on December 3.

High court sources said the
move was necessary as more

TRIALTRAIL
¢ September 1985:
Calcutta High Court rules
political parties can call bandhs

but the government will have to
ensure normal life

® March 1997: The
Supreme Court upholds a
Kerala High Court judgment
that says bandhs cannot be
imposed by force

® June 1997: Calcutta High
Court rujés bandhs are illegal
and no polifitdkparty has the
right to prevent people from
working

@ Trinamul Congress pleads
for modification. The court
modifies order, saying a bandh
can be observed but peacefully
and with no use of force

# May 2003: Calcutta High
Court says the judiciary has no
machinery to enforce the law of
the land (regarding bandhs)

@ June 2003: Adivision
bench also expresses
helplessness

# November 2004:

The high court asks state
government to declare the SUCI
bandh illegal, deduct safary of
absent employees and ensure
normal life

# The court sets up a separate
bench to hear bandh-related
cases

than 50 petitions against
bandhs and strikes have been
filed in the court and they have
“assumed critical impor-
tance” in the state.

Acting Chief Justice A.N.
Roy today empowered the divi-
sion bench of Justices Pratap
Kumar Roy and Jyotirmoy
Bhattacharya, which is hear-
ing the petition filed against
yesterday’s bandh called by
the SUCI, to function as the

ingonade\y.q (Q'\JQ\) \/

“Setting up of a separate
bench to deal with bandh-re-
lated issues is very signifi-

cant,” said Justice Bhagabati
Prasad Banerjee, a former
judge of the high court. “Since
bandhs have become a matter
of such concern in the state
today, the move is aimed at ad-
dressing the issue without any
delay so that it gets the impor-
tance that it deserves.”

Advocate Supradip Roy, the
first to file a case against a
bandh called by a political
party in 1997, hailed the deci-
sion as “very significant” as it
would put all bandh-related
cases on the “fast track” and
“streamline the process”.

“Earlier, bandh-related
cases used to be sent to differ-
ent benches and various
judges had differing opin-
ions,” Roy said. “Now, a bench
dedicated to dealing with
bandhs will ensure consisten-
¢y in the judgments.”

Jurists said bandh-related
cases “would assume a differ-

ent perspective” after the high |

court yesterday threatened to
recommend cancellation of
the SUCI’s registration. The
special bench, they added,
would “play a pivotal role in
shaping the conduct of politi-
cal parties in future”,

Justices Roy and Bhattac- ‘

haryahave already set a prece-
dent by directing the state gov-
ernment to deduct salaries of
all employees who did not re-
port for work yesterday.
Earlier, after Roy’'s petition
in 1997, Justice Shyamal Sen
had declared a bandh called by
Trinamul illegal. He said no
political party had the right to
ask people not to join work on
a particular day The judge
later modified his ruling to say
that no political party had the
right to obstruct vehicles from
plying and stop people who
were willing to go to work.
Court officials said the
first hearing of the special
bench will be on November 22,
the day of the CPI-ML bandh.
While the court has crac-
ked the whip, the CPM-domi-
nated Coordination Commit-
tee of Government Employees
and Associations slipped in a
cheeky comment. The com-
mittee said while the court im-

“gspecial bandh posed a penalty
bench”. The §i18: % on government
new jurisdicti- 4 employees sta-
on will be men- . ying away from
tiongd tomgr- lt)c?t“gtpgé‘lligemfh:‘\l/ir work, it has
row inthe daily trustin you,r pen done nothing
cause list, wh- about its own
ich states the JAYENDRA SARASWATI Staff, most of
cases to be ta- T e whom were ab-
ken up for hear- fo the magisirate sent yesterday.
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HT Correspondents
Kolkata, November 17

WEDNESDAY’S BANDH was
unlike any other bandh — full
of irony and paradox, signify-
ing many things. Writers’
Buildings logged a record
turnout of about 95 per cent,
though prompted not so much
by any newfound respect for
work culture as by the High
Court order directing a salary
cut for absentee employees.

But the High Court itself, the
enforcer of discipline, resem-
bled a haunted house with less
than five per cent of its 1,700-
odd employees caring to report
for work. That way, the two
great red buildings were a
study in contrast.

By 10.15 am, early by most
government-office standards,

18 NOV 2004
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Policemen grapple with bandh supporters who had put up a road blockade

5% at Writers’, 5% at High

Writers’ was teeming with
about 6,000 clerks and officers
who had arrived by private
buses and taxis despite no firm
assurance of transport. There
was a mad scramble to sign the
attendance register. “Fear of a
pay-cut was the key,” a home
department clerk confessed.
At the High Court, S. Nath
was the only recording officer
around. With all 39 of Nath’s
section colleagues “observing
Bangla bandh”, S. Kanungo,
secretary to acting Chief Jus-
tice A.N. Ray, had to record the
judge’s order when he directed
a petition against the bandh to
be heard by a two-judge Bench.
Most departments remained
shut and no petition could be
filed as the filing section was
locked. When an advocate
pointed this out to Justices PK.

Roy and J. Bhattacharya, they
advised him to lodge a com-
plaint with the registrar-gener-
al. “Action will be taken,” Jus-
tice Roy said. “Even the
lawyers who have cars have not
come,” he fumed.

At Writers’, even habitual
absentees and those on leave
turned up to swell the crowd.
Soumen Maitra of the public
works department was candid:
“Had it not been for the threat-
ened pay cut, nobody would
have cared. The other reason is
there was enough transport.”

After lunch, the crowd began
to thin out. Attendance record-
ed, the clerks, officers and
their attendants began to troop
out. By 3.30, most departments
were empty, and all was quiet
on the Writers’ front.

i See also Kolkata Live

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

in central Kolkata on Wednesday.

ASHOK NATHDEY/HT



Court sets up bandh
with a difference .

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, November 16

THIS IS what a High Court or-
der can do — a bandh by SUCI,
which has just one MLA, has
the administration on its toes.
For the first time, the police
have — at least on paper —
promised to escort people to of-
fice. “Just dial 100,” DGP Shya-
mal Dutta said, “if you are
held up by bandh supporters.
The police will soon be at your
side to bring you to office.”
Dutta admitted that it would
help if the police have to escort
not individuals but groups
from a particular locality.
And, again for the first time,
the state has threatened to
deduct a day’s salary (in keep-
ing with the court order) if
any employee skips office to-
morrow. Strictly on paper, of
course (for the employees are

Yo g

free to apply for casual leave),
but it’s still a huge change
from the days when the gov-
ernment, used to a diet of five
to eight bandhs a year, would
more or less 100k on benignly
as parties shut down Kolkata.

Sure, the police would
round up a few dozen bandh
supporters even then; but this
time they have warned of a
massive crackdown if ac-
tivists attempt to disrupt nor-
mality. “Tomorrow, we'll get
real tough,” an officer said.

After all, the state govern-
ment has to report to the High
Court tomorrow on the steps
it had taken to foil the bandh
and ensure normality.

One of these steps is a
heavy deployment of police.
There will be 6,500 on the
city’s streets, led by senior of-
ficers and backed up by a re-
serve bench of 700, the DGP

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

told reporters. There will be a
posse of top officials monitor-
ing traffic on the VIP Road
and around Salt Lake’s IT hub.

The chief secretary and
DGP met the railway bosses
today and decided that senior
railway officials will be posted
at the various police control
rooms so that they can keep
tabs on the situation.

Asxed if similar “special
arrangements” will be made
during every bandh from now
on, the DGP played it safe:
“The arrangements for future
bandhs will be discussed in
the future.”

Then, perhaps slightly em-
barrassed, he said there was
nothing “special” about the
arrangements. Yet, if half of
what’s been promised is car-
ried out, this will be a bandh
with a difference.

# See also Kolkata Live

Do D



Buddha team bites
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bandh-buster bullet

OUR BUREAU

Calcutta, Nov. 16: Prodded
by the judiciary, the Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee gov-
ernment has marshalled
its executive might to en-
sure that tomorrow is a
“normal working day”,

For the first time in 27
years, the Left Front regime
added punch to its familiar
bandh-eve claims to maintain
normality by promising that
police officers will be sta-
tioned on roads to help com-
muters in distress and escort
them to workplaces and back.

“There will be senior offi-
cers placed along the main
roads. If anyone finds it diffi-
cult to reach office or return
home or gets stuck in a trouble
spot, all he will have to do isto
manage to call us. He will be
our responsibility,” director-
general of police Shyamal
Dutta said.

The police pledge comes in
the wake of a Calcutta High
Court ruling that salaries of
emrtloyees who absent thems-

17 NOV 20m

g] Dial 100 if you are stuck. Police say they will escort
M you to your warkplace. Or call Lalbazar control
rooms: 2214-5000 and 2214-3230

The government says all roufes to the Sait Lake

Infotach hub will be kept open. Police escort will be
at hand to reach the IT destinations from Baliygunge
Phari, EM Bypass (near Science City) and Beliaghata More

$N7 R
Q)

selves without intimation or
sanctioned leave on a bandh
day should be deducted. The
government has formally in-
formed its employees it will
abide by the order.
Tomorrow’s 24-hour So-
cialist Unity Centre of India
bandh is the first in a series of
three in less than three weeks
that has been called o protest
the recent hike in oil prices.
DGP Dutta said police offi-
cers would be posted at key
points in the city (see chart)

The police have been instructed to immediately
arrest those who sel up roadbiocks. Additional
police force of 6,500 and reserve force of 700 to
be deplayed in state

What's on and off: See Metro

both to help people and to en-
sure arterial roads are kept
free of obstruction.

The railway has been
asked to keep tower wagons on
hand to clear tracks if re-
quired. “Long-distance trains
will leave stations and reach
destinations on time. If any
train is stuck, it will be escort-
ed to stations,” Dutta said.

State chief secretary Asok
Gupta said all efforts had been
made to prevent disruption.
“We have taken all the neces-

THE TELEGRAPH

sary steps to ensure that
tomorrow is a normal day
and everyone can pursue his
normal vocation,” he told
The Telegraph.

Initseffort to take Bengal’s
infamous bandh politics head
on, the state has also put dis-
trict administrations on alert,
ordered unprecedented police
deployment in and around
Calcutta and taken special
measures to keep the show-
case SaltLec IT hub running.

Transport minister Sub-
has Chakraborty said abun-
dant public buses, trams, taxis
and autorickshaws would ply.
But private buses and mini
buses may stay off roads due
to differences with insurance
companies that have refused
to make good bandh-induced
losses.

The Left-backed Co-ordina-
tion Committee of Govern-
ment Employees and Associa-
tions appealed to members to
boycott the bandh. “We are ho-
ping attendance will be good
tomorrow,” general secretary
Smarajit Roychowdhury said.
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’lanning boss says he’s on great terms with the Left

+"Montek pat for state

ASTAFF REPORTER M’

Calcutta, Nov. 9: The day Be-
ngal bagged the biggest forei-
gn direct investment in housi-
ng, the government also got a
pat from somewhat unexpect-
ed quarters — the Planning
Commission.

“The state’s strong point is
agriculture. We hear that in-
terest among investors is also
rising and that is a positive
sign,” said Planning Commis-
sion deputy chairman Montek
Singh Ahluwalia.

He was in the city for cons-
ultations on mid-term apprai-
sal of the tenth five-year plan.

If praising the government
for a good show was not enou-
gh, the economist-turned-bur-
eaucrat, who was at the centre
of acontroversy that threaten-
ed to sour relations between
the United Progressive Allian-
ce government and the Left,

10 NGV 2004

Ahluwalia with Bhattacharjee. Picture by Amit Datta

also praised Left leaders for
their pragmatic approach.

“I'have a great working rel-
ationship and nice understan-
ding with them,” Ahluwalia
said after his hour-long meet-
ing with chief minister Budd-
hadeb Bhattacharjee.

From seeking central assi-
stance to tackle urban unem-
ployment to suggesting a Look
East policy for growth and de-

velopment of the region, Bhat-
tacharjee rolled out a detailed
wish list before Ahluwalia.

The chief minister also rai-
sed the issue of river bank ero-
sion and sought funds to stem
the crisis. “We have presented
our case before them and we
expect the commission to init-
iate steps,” Bhattacharjee said
after the meeting.

On Bengal’s growth — hov-

THE TELEGR~IH

ermg oun per cent — Ahl-
uwalia said the figures are im-
pressive, but the state of finan-
ces was a matter of “concern”.
“Revenue generation has
remained a weak area and so
is the case with the debt burd-
en. But the situation is more
or less the same for all states.”
Ahluwalia also met the
chief ministers of Orissa and
Jharkhand — Naveen Patnaik
and Arjun Munda — and Jagd-
anand Singh, the Bihar water
resources minister, today.
Bengal finance minister
Asim Dasgupta blamed high
interest rate — 11.5 per cent —
for the state’s rising interest
burden and suggested that the
Centre bring it down to 6.5.
Ahluwalia said: “In princi-
ple, we don't have problems.
But the Finance Commission
is looking into it and we will
take up the matter after we get
its report in mid-November.”
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« Hunger death’ alarm

\
6 \ ALAMGIR HOSSAIN

Hariharpara, Nov. 5: About 225 km from Cal-
cutta, here in Murshidabad, five deaths in two
months have rekindled the memories of Am-
lashol, West Midnapore.

Four of the dead in Hariharpara are tribals.
The curse of hunger is so far said to have
claimed victims from three villages, but its
shadow hangs over several.

Local MLA Niamot Sheikh, an Independ-
ent, has written to chief minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee and district magistrate N. Manj-
unatha Prasad, drawing their attention to the
deaths at Hariharpara, Choa and Gaznipur.

“These people are very poor and backward
and work as labourers in seasonal brick kilns.
But, the kilns are closed now and they are out of
job. Five people in the three villages have died
of starvation and about 10 others are fighting
for life. Healthcare is non-existent in these ar-
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eas. The villagers are now living on wild roots
and tubers and other things unfit for human
consumption,” Sheikh wrote. He also requested
the chief minister to make immediate arrange-
ment for food, funds and health check-up.

Sheikh visited the villages on receiving
complaints of starvation. He said those dead
are Makhanmal Paharia, 25, of Hariharpara,
Lakshmanmal Paharia, 30, and Raheda Bibi,
35, of Choa and Budhanmal Paharia, 28, and
Sadhanmal Paharia, 40, of Gaznipur.

About three months ago, the alleged starva-
tion deaths of about half-a-dozen people at Aml-
ashol had rocked Bengal. The chief minister
had denied that the deaths were a result of star-
vation but admitted that “conditions of starva-
tion” prevailed in the parts of West Midnapore.

Prasad has asked the Behrampore subdivis-
ional officer to visit the villages tomorrow. He
said: “I have also asked the block development
officer to conduct a probe.”
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ﬁampulated drama

ﬁ%{Q Alimuddin Street writes the scnpt \

he transfer of an efficient cop is Act Two of the ‘ariest

drama involving a dreaded criminal in which
Alimuddin Street calls all the shots. It is revealing that the
chief minister, also the police minister, shies away from
queries on matters involving safety and security of citizens
and on unflattering evidence against a colleague in his own
cabinet, and leaves it to Alimuddin Street to pronounce
judgment. While Anil Biswas gives the minister a clean chit
even before an independent inquiry, Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee chooses to be discreet applying his mind
more actively on matters like the international film
festival starting next week.

That is one way of shedding the tension in coping with a
defiant minister, factional feuds which have taken an
alarming turn and the nexus with hardened criminals
suspected to have been used during election time. As head
of government, he should have been interested in cleaning
up the mess and putting Humayun Kabir, who had tracked
down the dreaded criminal and had distinguished himself
in other operations against shady characters close to peo-
ple in power, on the job. But the cop who performs
is transferred to a harmless post in the Intelligence
Branch. When everyone in the administration keeps
emphasising this is a “routine transfer”, that is suspicious
enough.

It is clear, however, that matters of governance are
sorted out at Alimuddin Street. That is where Subhas
Chakraborty headed on Monday to meet the state
secretary and emerged quite satisfied. That is where clean
chits are given, transfer orders decided, appointments in
key positions made and policy decisions taken for the chief
minister downwards. In the circumstances, the inquiries
ordered after every shocking revelation — from deaths in
police custody to the hiring of criminals by CPI-M leaders
— are no more than a joke.

Someone must have worked it all out even before the
operation began and no inquiry will reveal the backstage
war within the party that compels a police officer to be
made a sacrificial goat for doing his duty. This is a message
sent out for everyone in the administration who may have
valued honesty and integrity. Humayun Kabir is a striking
example of how a tough cop (or administrator) is liable to
be toyed with by politicians — a game played equally well

" by Bal Thackeray, Mayawati and Anil Biswas.

In the latest saga of the police versus a curious mixture
of crooks, footballers and politicians, some people have
been targeted with ulterior motives, some signals have
gone out but the games, to be sure, will go on and the party
apparatus will remain undisturbed apparently because
organisational elections are round the corner. All the time,
state secretary Anil Biswas will wear an earnest look and
keep stressing that Marxist principles are alive and kicking
— adding insult to people’s intelligence.
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_ SASTHI, DIPANKAR IN POLICE REMAND

Plot cloud on

P

- footballers~

Sasthi Duley (left) and Dipankar Roy being escorted to Barrackpore

Court on Tuesday. — The Statesman {More reports on page 10)

Statesman News Service

KOLKATA, Nov. 2. —
National footballer and
iwast Bengal's star player,
~asthi Duley., and his team-
crate, Dipankar Roy, were
toitay remanded in police
costody wll 7 November.
Both have been accused of
harbouring hathkata Dilip,
an accused in the twin mur-
ders at Nayapatti in Salt
Lake on 27 June.

The order was passed by
Mr Arup Kumar Ghosh,
fifth judicial magistrate of
the Barrackpore SDIM
Court. Hathkata Dilip was
picked up from Sasthi Du-
ley's  Haripal residence.
Dipankar Roy was accused
of taking him therc. While
both were arrested earlier
in the day, Sasthi’s brother
Uday was sommoned for
interrogation this evening.

“We had appealed to the
court to grant police cus-
tody to both the arrested
persons under Sections 212
(harbouring offender), 216
(harbouring offender who
has escaped from custody
or whose apprehension has
been ordered) and 120B
(criminal conspiracy) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC),”
Mr Rajkumar Konar, assis-
tant public prosecutor, said.
“Since both Sasthi Dulcy
and Dipankar Rov were
dircetly involved in har-
bouring hathiata Dilip, it is
clear that thcy were also
part of the murder conspir-
acy at Nayapatti, for which,
hathkata Dilip has been
arrested and remanded in
police  custody under
Section 302 of IPC.”

Defence counsel submit-
ted that since police had
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filed the chargesheet in the
casc of hathkata Dilip (case
No. 91 of Bidhannagar East
police station), no one else
can be implicated in the
same case. “Once the char-
gesheet is filed, it means
that police investigation is
complete. Moreover, there
Is also a jurisdiction prob-
lem as none of the accused
players were arrested from
areas coming under Barr-
ackpore Court, As a result,
there is no way that the bail
plea moved by the defence
be negated and police cus-
tody be granted,” argued
defence counsels, Mr Rab-
indranath Bhattacharyya
and Mr Proloy Ghosh.

The assistant public pros-
ecutor submitted that Sec-
tion 173(8) of CrPC pro-
vides for re-investigation of
a case, and both Duley and
Roy can be implicated in
the Nayapatti twin murder
case for criminal conspira-
cy. The judge ruled that
since the allegations are
serious In nature, there is
need for police remand.

Meanwhile, an East
Bengal club member today
said that the club hadn’t
had any extended opportu-
nity to discuss with Sasthi
Duley and Dipankar Roy
the allegations against
them cven though, accord-
ing to the club, the tainted
duo spent the night after
their return from New
Detlhi in the “club mess”.

A statement issued after
an evening conclave of the
club’s executive committee
also said that East Bengal
hoped the state administra-
tion would make sure no
one was unduly harassed.
Mr  Decbabrata  Sarkar,

Subhas unscathed?

KOLKATA, Nov. 2 — Mr
Subhas Chakraborty is likely
to come out of the hathkata
Dilip controversy unscathed.
While the CPI-M brass
refused to say if they would
take any action against the
sports minister, most leaders
are reportedly convinced that
he wasn't involved in protec-
ting the criminal.

The controversy has erupted
just before the CPI-M state
secretariat meeting on 5
November, and Mr Chakra-
borty has added to the
party’s pressure by raking up
MP Mr Amitava Nandy's
name while speaking 1o the
media yesterday. He claimed
{0 have advised Mr Nandy
against using Dilip’s services
to “secure” votes during the
Lok Sabha polls. Officially,
however, the CPI-M cannot
institute an inquiry against
Mr Chakraborty right now
because the process of
holding organisational polls
has aiready started. The
party’s constitution says that
once the process starts, all
inquiries and disciplinary
actions have to be
postponed till the state
conference is over.

The police probe has so far
failed to come up with any
evidence linking Mr Chak-
raborty with Dilip. While Dilip
has claimed to have never
mentioned the minister's
name, Duley's relative, who
dropped the bombshell, has
said he meant another
“Subhasas’.

Reacting to the footballers’
arrest, Mr Chakraborty said:
“If they have committed any
crime, they wui be punished
according to the law.”
Meanwhile, the state DGP,
Mr Shyamal Dutta, declined
to specify if the players had
mentioned the names of any
political leader. — SNS

executive committee mem-
ber, however, denied that
East Bengal, over the past
few days, had launched an
all-out bid to protect the
pair. He also said that, con-
trary to the general impres-
sion of everything else in
the club having come to a
halt because of this affair,
Mr Utpal Ganguly, Ever-
Ready chief, had been spo-
ken to about the release of
former East Bengal player
Jeremiah. Mr Subhas Bho-
wmick’s journey to New
Delht for the Durand Cup

was said to be uncertain./
- /4‘
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Cop who got Dilip shunted out

!

a\\\

Humayun Kabir pays for

stepping on political toes

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, November 1

TWENTY-FOUR hours ago, he
was a knight in shining ar-
mour, the captor of a “most
wanted” criminal. Today, he
had to leave his post — in what
his bosses called
a “routine trans-
fer” — leaving a
host of questions
unanswered.
Humayun Kabir,
who almaost earn-
ed the “super
cop” sobriquet af-
ter Hathkata Di-
Hp’s arrest, was
shifted today to
the Intelligence
Branch in less
than six months
of joining as
SDPO, Salt Lake.

Initially, all had
been fine between him and the
brass even after his latest feat.
A notorious criminal had been
nabbed and the police could jol-
ly well gloat over their success.
But Sasthi Duley’s uncle turned
everything upside down. He
named Subhas Chakraborty as
Dilip’s godfather. The minister
took umbrage, and soon all hell
broke loose at Alimuddin Street
where mandarins began a des-
perate hunt for damage-control
dopes. Search began for a face-
saving recipe that would hurt
no one who counts, and pre-
serve the difficult internal
equilibrium in the party — par-
ticularly in North 24-Parganas,
Chakraborty’s own redoubt —
ahead of the organisational
polls.

That Kabir would have to
pack up was clear soon after a
livid Ch akraborty visited Anil

Humayun Kabir

Biswas during the day. He had
already told the media how he
was being “dragged into un-
warranted controversies” in
which the police were playing
an important role.

Kabir had ruffled feathers in
the party by arresting Avtar
Singh, husband
of CPI(M) MP Jy-
otirmoyee Sikdar,
though the raid
had been cleared
at the highest lev-
el at Writers’
Buildings. The
aggrieved lot
found Kabir rash,
hotheaded and
unskilled in the
fine art of pleas-
ing his political
masters. Also, his
“devil-may-care”
attitude hadn’t
endeared him to
his superiors. Worse, the media
was hailing him as an upright,
efficient officer. Finally, he
made the cardinal mistake of
letting a scribe interview Dilip
in police custody.

Nothing, of course, is official
about any of it. As far as Kabir’s
superior, DIG (IPS Cell) Har-
manpreet Singh, is concerned,
the fact of the matter is: “He
was transferred to IB as deputy
superintendent of police.”

Asked whether it had any-
thing to do with Dilip’s arrest,
Singh said, “All I can say is that
itis alateral movement in terms
of post, position and career.” I-G
Chayan Mukherjee, too, called it
“aroutine transfer”. Kabir him-
self was a model cop, commit-
ted only to service: “There is no
rule that an officer must stay in
a particular post. He can be
transferred any day.”

o 9

SUBHANKAR CHAKRABORTY/HT

Sasthi Duley (above) and Dipankar Roy were being
grilled by the cops late into the night. The police said
Duley was likely to be arrested by Tuesday mo@g/

Subhas gets clean
chit from party

Aloke Banerjee
Kolkata, November 1

“I HAVE never known anyone called Dilip...
mark my words, nothing will happen to me,”
Subhas Chakraborty had told HT soon after
Hathkata Dilip was arrested from footballer
Sasthi Duley’s house, and Duley’s relatives
said they had sheltered the criminal at
Chakraborty’s be-
hest. Today, the
minister met
CPI(M) state secre-
tary Anil Biswas
and Left Front
chairman Biman
Bose for an hour
and effectively
cleared his name.

At an hour-long
meeting with the
two party bigwigs,
he told them that
his rival group in
the CPI(M)’s North
24-Parganas unit
had been dragging
him into one controversy after another to get
him cornered in the district committee ahead
of the party conference. He also accused a
CPI(M) MLA and East Bengal Club official of
hobnobbing with Dilip.

Subhas reminded Biswas and Bose that Dilip
had been set free just days before the Lok Sabha
elections at the insistence of the aforesaid MLA
and contended that the police had made false
claims of having arrested criminals from the
Salt Lake stadium only to malign him.

Chakraborty explained to Biswas and Bose
that it had been an old habit with him to meet
hundreds of people every day, and that it was-
n’t always possible to know who among them
didn’t have impeccable credentials.

The meeting produced two results: One, Salt
Lake SDPO Humayun Kabir, the officer who ar-
rested Dilip and had led the raid on Avatar
Singh’s Merlin Park hotel was served marching
orders. Two, and more importantly, Biswas,
Bose and other senior leaders decided that it
would be best to ignore allegations against par-
ty heavyweights made by criminals.

See also Kolkata Live

Subhas Chakraborty
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"This is a conspiracy to
mahgn me: Subhas

K

EXCLUSIVE

Aloke Banerjee
Kolkata, October 30

FAR TOO long at the receiving
end, and target of one asper-
sion after another, transport
minister Subhas Chakraborty
today refused to take it any
more, and hit back hard.

Throwing serious charges
against the North 24-Parganas
police who are “taking credit”
for catching Hathkata Dilip,
the minister told HT that Dilip
had been arrested before the
Lok Sabha elections, too, but
was set free three days later for
some “mysterious reason”.

The police version that Dilip
had been at large throughout
was false, he stressed. “It’s be-
ing said that I was Dilip’s men-
tor. But why are the police sup-
pressing the fact that they had
grrested him ahead of the elec-
tions and released him just

“three days later? This same
SDPO, Humayun Kabir, had ar-
rested him. Who then secured
his release?” a fuming Chak-
raborty asked.

But he refused to name the
person. “I won't tell you who.
Ask the police. I had asked the
North 24-Parganas SP why he
had set Dilip free. He had no an-
swer.” Insisting that he had ob-
tained CPI(M) state secretary
Anil Biswas’s permission to
talk to the media, the minister
claimed that his name had
been similarly dragged into
controversy after the police ar-
rested criminals from the Salt
Lake Yuba Bharati Krirangan
a few years ago.

“First of all, those criminals
had not been arrested from the
stadium. The police cooked up
the story. The criminals were ar-

rested from Shibpur, Bantraand
Bally and brought to the stadi-
um to implicate me,” he said.

When the police raided the
stadium that night, all the
rooms there, except room no. 18,
were occupied by teachers who
were there to attend a workshop.
“The teachers, all 638 of them,
will testify that the criminals
hadn’t been arrested from the
stadium. The FIRs at the police
station will bear out the truth of
my statement,” he added.

Then who is plotting to ma-
lign him? Also, why isn’t the
party coming to his defence?

“I'won’t tell you that. Ask my
party,” Chakraborty said ini-
tially. Then he opened up a lit-
tle. “I have differences with
many people in the party on
several political and ideologi-
cal issues. They cannot refute
my points of view. That’s why
they try to create an impres-
sion that I am a political fool.
They don’t wish me well.

“For the past couple of
months I was living in peace,
somewhat to my surprise, be-
cause peace doesn’t last long in
my life. I knew something bad
was bound to happen soon. It
happened yesterday,” he said.

“Also, why should I ask Sasthi
Duley’s family to shelter Dilip?
Am I out of my mind? I saw
Dilip’s pictures in today’s pa-
pers. I never knew him. Your pa-
per quoted me as saying that I
do not know Sasthi Duley. I did-
n’t say that.  know him, and feel
that he shouldn’t be arrested.
But mark my words, nothing
will happen to me. I am ready
for all eventualities,” the minis-
ter said, oozing confidence.

See also Kolkata Live

It's being said
that | was
Dilip's mentor.
But why are
the police
suppressing
they had
arrested him
ahead of the
Lok Sabha polls -
and released
him just three
days later?
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/Shameful mishap

9 Urgent need for jal| reforms in Bengal

The death of a young undertrial in the Presidency Jail has
again caught the government on the wrong foot.
Questions arise not on the nature of the charge on which he
was being held but on the double standards applied for those
arrested. The husband of a CPI-M member of Parliament,
nabbed from his hotel in Salt Lake which was said to be the
centre of anti-social activities, managed to get into the VIP
ward of SSKM hospital for ailments that doctors failed to
specify. In the latest case, the jail authorities claimed that the
undertrial, the 21-year-old Sampad Mukherjee was suffering
from gastro-intestinal ulcer and epilepsy. What is mysterious
is that the jail authorities acknowledge that the last time a
doctor had visited him was on 2 September. The point is that,
while a CPI-M minister has gone public with his defence of
Avtar Singh, there was no one to monitor the condition of the
accused in the Presidency Jail if it indeed was that serious.
While all this raises suspicions in the public mind, the jail
officials are answerable for the death of a prisoner before he
could get a judicial verdict in a murder case. The attitude of

_jail, police officials and the minister is typical of attempts at a

cover-up whenever such mishaps occur.

It will be a miracle if all this arouses the government into
corrective action. Jails in West Bengal are in a miserable
state, made worse by callousness and corruption to which the
government is yet to provide an answer. In this case, the war-
Jder, the prison doctor and others on duty are answerable for
an unnatural death that is another blot on the jail
administration. The government is generally quick in
ordering an investigation. These inquiries do not amount to
anything tangible and generally allow the issue to pass from
the public mind. Besides, how effective are inquiries
conducted by departmental officials liable to pressures and
often end up offering protection to the guilty? The only other
forum for redress is the human rights commission, which is
where Sampad’s case has been taken. It is open to question as
1 how seriously the government will take the commission’s
findings. Essentially it is a matter of self-awareness and desire
to set things. Shameful mishaps such as these confirm the
need for jail reforms in Bengal — without further delay.
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Chamber seé/ks help on FDI

Buddha tugns
US best bet

CC‘(UQ (Y

OUR BUREAU

Calcutta, Oct 12; A surprise
proposal to act as the
bridge between American

| business and the govern-

ment in Delhi was tabled
before Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee today.

Rolling out a wish list at a
meeting at Writers’ Build-

" ings, representatives from

the American Chamber of
Commerce (Amcham) sought
the support of the Left gov-

| ernment in Bengal to expe-

dite foreign direct investment

(FDI) changes in telecom,

civil aviation and insurance.
“We are hopeful that your

' party will provide support to

the UPA government for early

' passage of these reforms,”

Sunil Mehta, chairman, Am-
cham, told the chief minister.

He focused on the benefits
of FDI and the need to lay
down a “predictable policy
framework” for growth and
development in the country.

Mehta -- accompanied by a
team of Indian CEOs of US
companies like Bank of Amer-
ica, Oracle, Citibank, EMC
Data, Ford India and Interra
Information Technology - was
engaged in a 30-minute meet-
ing that covered issues rang-
ing from the Left’s stand on
FDI to Bengal’s potential to at-
tract investment.

After the smiles and hand-
shakes, came the critical ques-
tion. Referring to the Left’s

DOUBLE PUSH
M Beroai |

= American business

‘requests Bengal
chief minister to
. " support early
passage of FDI reforms

P. Chidambaram
makes an
aggressive pitch
-* for more FD! in
telecom in a note to the Left

stand on FDI, the group won-
dered whether there existed a
disconnect between the Left
lines in Calcutta and Delhi.
The question reflected a
perception that the responsib-
ilities of governance have ma-
de Bhattacharjee more rece-
ptive than his party colleagues
in Delhi to economic realities.
“The chief minister said
his government wanted FDI in
all businesses in Bengal and

the answey was reassuring:-

This government in Bengal
would certainly like to have
FDI,” Mehta said later, ap-
plauding the chief minister’s
“candour and commitment”.
The sentiment was echoed
by commerce and industries
minister Nirupam Sen, who
also met the chamber repre-
sentatives. “We are not against
FDI. Our party’s central com-
mittee has said that FDI has to
be limited in certain sectors,

73
or };
//2/

though in Bengal there is no
restriction on FDI in any sec-
tor,” Sen said.

A few hours later, the
venue of the FDI pitch shifted
to Delhi with Union finance
minister P. Chidambaram
making a case before the Left
for raising the investment lim-
its in telecom. (See Page 8)

The American chamber
also outlined its plan for a
“resurgent” Bengal. “We will
open an office in Calcutta in
2005,” the Amcham chairman
said. This will be the sixth of-
fice of Amcham in India after
Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Hy-
derabad and Bangalore.

He added that Bhattachar-
jee sought American invest-
ment in infrastructure, agro
and food processing and man-
ufacturing after making a
presentation about the oppor-
tunities in the state.

“We have promised to do
whatever we can for the state,”
said Mehta, who later met
state information technology
minister Manab Mukherjee.

Mehta said the state has
come a long way and it’s time
the rest of the world knew
about the changes. “Seeing is
believing. So, we stressed that
more people should be invited
to Bengal to see for themselves
the changes in the state.”

The Amcham team’s visit
came a day before Kenneth
Juster, US undersecretary for
commerce, reaches Calcutta.
W Picture on Page 16



Mystery jail d
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ASTAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, Oct. 10: Sampad
Mukherjee died today under
mysterious circumstances in
his solitary cell in Presidency
Jail.

The prime accused in the
murder of his friend, an un-
dergraduate computer stu-
dent called Kuntal Sain, the 21-
year-old was grieved over by
his mother Manjusha, who is
also in the jail in connection
with the same case.

“Both my younger son and
[ are in jail. Then who but my
father-in-law should take Sam-
pad’s body?” Manjusha asked
after the youth’s grandfather
refused to claim the body:

Sampad, his friend Arijit
Pal, mother and brother Jyoti-
rmoy were arrested during in-
vestigation into the murder of
K , the son of a business-
m]an at Domurjala, Howrah.

Kuntal was allegedly ab-
ducted by his two friends for a
ransom of Rs 25 lakh and sub-
sequently hacked to death on
the night of July 1. The muti-
lated body was found the next
day under a bridge on Kona
Expressway. Manjusha and Jy-

otirmoy were said to be aware
of the plot.

Sampad’s mysterious de-
ath, two days before his sched-
uled production for trial in a
Howrah court along with the
other accused, has raised un-
comfortable questions for the
authorities. “We have no idea
about the cause of his death,”
inspector-general (law and
order) Chayan Mukherjee
said after visiting the jail.

“There was no mark of in-
jury on the body and the doc-
tor who examined it could not
readily offer an explanation. I
hope the post-mortem will
throw light on the mystery,” he
added.

A police reconstruction of
Sampad’s last few minutes in
cell No. 35 showed that the
death was quick but painful.

In jail for the last 82 days,
his groans had brought a
warder to the cell around 3.40
am. Finding Sampad frothing
at the mouth and rolling about
in pain, he sent for the jail doc-
tor. By 4, when the doctor ar-
rived, the youth was dead.

A conclusion on the nature
of death will have to wait for
the post-mortem report but

H
TELEGRAPY 7 g

eath of

e

murder suspect

jail officials are looking at a
medicine overdose or a fatal
reaction to a medicine as the
likely cause.

Their view is based on the
discovery of several strips of
tablets, tubes of ointment, a
plastic container full of white
powder and several prescrip-
tions after a search of the cell.

Epileptic Sampad required
regular medication — a fact
known to jail authorities.

Sleuths said the powder in
the plastic container was a
“surprise” because it was not
mentioned in any of the pre-
scriptions found, including
the jail doctor’s.

“We have sent the medi-
cines for a forensic test” and
an inquiry is on to find how
the entire lot reached Sampad,
deputy inspector-general (pri-
sons) Ramapada Bhattachar-
yasaid.

The rules stipulate that a
prisoner will be provided only
adaily dose of medicine.

The investigators ruled out
any impact on the trial be-
cause Sampad had already
confessed to the crime in a
statement to the magistrate.

B See Metro
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SUBHANKAR CHAKRABORTY/HT
A VIP convoy passes through a flooded North Kolkata street on its way to the airport on Thursday.

CITY SINKS

Collaps%ﬁ
houses, live
wires and
lightning kill
5 people in
the districts
and 2 in the
city. Avast
sheet of
water covers
most parts
of Kolkata,
confining
their homes.
The worst
may he

yet to come

SUBHENDU GHOSH/H -

Schoolboys watch a car stranded in rain waters.

HT Correspondents
Kolkata, October 7

RELENTLESS RAIN since yesterday evening
caused havoc in Bengal, disrupting road and rail
transport, starting floods and taking at least seven
lives across the state.

In Kolkata, life remained at standstill, with traf-
fic sparse and major roads under a vast sheet of wa-
ter. Three people died in house collapses in South
24-Parganas, South Dinajpur and Birbhum. Two
others died struck by lightning at East Midnapore
district’s Bhagabanpur.

In Kolkata, Meera Saha (40) of Talla was electro-
cuted while Abha Bhattacharjee of Shyampukur
was killed when the balcony of an old building
crashed on her. Both died before they could be tak-
en to hospital. In Mominpur Road and Ibrahim
Road, police evacuated nearly 150 people and housed
them in nearby schools. In Topsia and Entally, the
police distributed food among the marooned.

Many areas in Ultadanga, Sealdah, Park Circus,
Ballygunge, Dhakuria, Jadavpur, Lake Gardens,
Tollygunge, Manicktala, Shyambazar and Dunlop
remained inaccessible till late in the evening.

Kolkata recorded 134 mm of rainfall since yes-
terday evening — the season’s highest. But Malda
was the wettest with 281 mm rainfall. The met of-
fice warned the worst was yet to eome; there might
be heavy to very heavy rain across Gangetic Bengal
in the next 48 hours.

Many trains to North Bengal and the Northeast
were cancelled and diverted after the earth banks
flanking the tracks subsided at six places in Malda.
In Kolkata, waterlogging along the tracks between
Sealdah and Ballygunge and at Mullickghat near
Barabazar forced cancellation of suburban and cir-
cular rail services.

Weather officials said the rain had been caused
by a low-pressure area over interior Orissa which
intensified into a depression. The low-pressure
trough had crossed over to Bengal early in the
morning and lay centred over Bankura. It could
move in an east-northeast direction, causing heav-
ier rain over the next 48 hours, they said.
® More reports, photographs in Kolkata Live & Page 5
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The sky over Caleutta and
south Bengal districts is
likely to clear by Friday.
However, scattered heavy
rains are expected in the
next 48 hours

Source: Met office

Worst five

Dhakutia: mim

Y

s

v iiaig 220 i

Thanthania: 225 mm
mhrst $t: 220 mm

Precipitation from Wed 10 pm
to Thurs 10 am

Source: CMC

Turnout

Writers”: Below 40%

CMC: 20%

Webel Bhavan: 10%

High court: No hearing, ~
barring in Birla case

Puja sales

Pantaloons, Camac
Street, figures

Wed| {Thurs

AM H ERST S’!'R E E@éﬁ; mgm% g@ z’%g‘f ay aﬁee g‘"@% ﬁ@ gz ; A boat moves down a river formed overnight in the heart of Calcutta, Picture by Amit Datta

Flood before festival

IN BRIEF

Pak car
bomb
kills 40

H Multan, Oct. 7
(Reuters): At least 40 peo-

OUR BUREAU

Oct. 7: Primed for the
Pujas, Calcutta shivered
out of bed this morning
and started pumping — at
the frenetic rate of 32,000

The weatherman has held
out hope of the sky clearing
tomorrow, though scattered
rains are not ruled out.

If the forecast comes true,
the Puja spirit is certain to
steam back. But the Puja ind-

clone and devastated Orissa.

Thursday’s still waters
also sent down the drain
mayor Subrata Mukherjee’s
repeated claims that Calcut-
tans would not face waterlog-
ging this year.

rly 50 trees were uprooted.
Over 1,200 people had to be
evacuated to safer places.

The incessant rain, which
gathered strength around 9
pm on Wednesday and howled
down till 1 pm on Thursday,

: ¢ gallons per second. ustry is in doldrums and is not Tragedy struck, too. The was attributed to a sudden
ple were killed in Pak- Then realisation splashed  sure how it will meet dead- battering rain killed nine peo-  change in the wind pattern.
Istan today when a car in and cold sweat broke: civic  lines for idols to pandals. ple in the state. Inclement The director of the weat-

 bomb exploded at a rally officials claimed that 10,000 , her section at the regional me-
'+ heretomark thefirstann- | o gallons of water had - Y e 2 teorological centre in Alipore,
 Iversary of the shootingof | ¢ crashing down on the WEEKDAY OR BANDH KK. Chakraborty, said a
i amilitant religious leader, : e

| The bomb exploded ; 5 8 . re point over interior Orissa, !
‘ % ‘;m €xplo el I per shock shower. ® Howrah-Delhi fed by moisture from the Bay
3&;&%&%&5&? Bare-bone statistics put la- Janata Express of Bengal, intensified into a
st night’s marathon downpour ® Teesta T LDy depression on Wednesday eve-
atte(rilded bly sgveral thou- |4 shade below the earlier del- Teeé?a orsa Ep 688 ning and reached Bankura on
san lpeop €. ver(llog . uge: Calcutta recorded 190.4 ® Saraighat Express Thursday morning. Later, it
fﬁ:gﬁ;’;’ere Wounded in mm rainfall between 2.30 pm ® Hatey Bazare Express headed towards north Bengal.
: on Wednesday and 2.30 pm on @ Darieali ; “This is why the city received
B See Page 3 Thursday. On September 24, Darjeeling Ma” " such a heavy downpour.”
1999, the figure was 192.4 mm. ® Kanchan Kanya Express Power supply was disrupt-
. The impact, however, was ® Gour Express (Up & down) ed in many areas because of
Nobel Pr izé no less stunning. The Puja @ Howrah-Gaya Express waterlogging. More than 60
. fever — bubbling close to boil- . N . local and several long-distance
lStogkyholm'(Reutelljs). ing point — sank overnight ® Sealdah-Varanasi Express trains were cancelled.
Austria’s Elfriede tif ek | and the waves of water swept -® Kanchenjungha Express Civic officials operated 17
T ‘Iilvggel E?rize the city into a bandh-like shell. {Friday) pumps in the city round the

police said.

for Litera-
| ture on
Thursday
for novels
and plays

city overnight in a burst rem-
iniscent of the 1999 Septem-

The wet blanket spread its
stain so wide that even the
usually bandh-proof infotech
industry was not left unto-
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