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HE MALDIVES, comprising
many beautiful islands, now
faces an endemic crisis from
which there is no predictable
respite unless something is done
about it. India’s policies towards the
/iskinds range from strong interven-
tion to a supportive role. On Novem-
ber 3, 1988 when there was a coup
attempt, Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
despatched troops to help to put it
down. Over the years, India has de-
veloped trade ties with the Maldives
— with the balance of trade in India’s
favour. In 1996, bilateral trade yield-
ed Rs.130.7 crores of exports to India
and Rs. 0.52 crores to the Maldives. In
2001, Indian exports rose to Rs. 188.6
crores and Maldivian exports to India
increased to Rs. 1.31 crores. India’s
‘economic interest in the Maldives is
of limited significance even though
the 13,000 Indians there form the
largest expatriate community among
the population of 3 lakhs. India has
taken particular care to assist general
education in the Maldives. An agree-
ment signed in this regard in 1999
was negotiated afresh in 2001. Mal-
dives is clearly within what India re-
gards as its zone of influence.
However, after India’s assistance to
put down the 1988 coup attempt, the
President, Abdul Gayoom, seems to
look over his shoulder for Indian sup-
port whenever his repressive policies
result in democratic protest. Even if
India does not intend this, Mr.
Gayoom seems to regard Indian pol-
icies towards his regime as a protec-
tive political insurance. The time may
have come to clear this
misconception.

Converted to Islam in 1153, the
Maldives was placed under direct co-
lonial rule only by the Portugese from
1558 to 1573. It gained independence
from Britain’s protection in 1965.
Following some turmoil, Mr. Gayoom
took over in 1978. There were coup
attempts against him in 1980, 1983
and 1988 — with increasing opposi-
tion from liberals and Islamic funda-
mentalists alike. After 17 years of
relatively undemocratic rule, Mr.
Gayoom'’s response was to promul-
gate a new Constitution in November
1997. Following the Indian and South
African constitutions, while some
post-colonial Constitutions seem to
look forward, the ‘Gayoom’ constitu-
tion seems to look backwards. Under
the Constitution, the President’s
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The Maldives President, Abdul Gayoom, seems to
regard Indian policies towards his regime as a
protective political insurance. The time may have
come to clear this misconception.

power surfaced into absolutism. He
appoints eight of the 50 members of
the legislature (Majlis), the Speaker
and Deputy Speaker and, is empo-
wered to return bills back to the Maj-
lis for reconsideration. Apart from
the usual power of pardon and am-
nesty, his presence dominates the
work of the judiciary. High Court
judges are appointed by him. The
President is the final judicial appel-
late authority to return or overturn
High Court decisions. Such powers
make the Star Chamber seem mild.
He does not have to exercise such
powers whose shadow is inevitably
cast on the rule of law. Even though
the President has such vast powers,
elections to the presidency are indi-

increased. In May 2002, four journal-
ists were arrested and given long pris-
on sentences for inciting violence
and defamation. In 2003, prison riots
and street protests against custodial
crimes were severely put down. After
obtaining a sixth term in October
2003, the President’s absolute power
was exercised with relative absolute-
ness. In November 2003, reformist
legislators and an Attorney-General
were sacked for trying to form a new
political party. In late 2003, access to
the MDP’s website was denied. The
party leadership is in jail, effectively
precluding its participation in the
December 31 election. In February
2004, 15 MDP members were arrest-
ed. Repression increased to silence

rect — nominees by
the Majlis are then ac-
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all forms of peaceful
protest, free speech

cepted or rejected by the people in a
referendum. This reduces competi-
tion for the post. Although South
Asian Association for Regional Coop-
eration (SAARC) observers blessed
the 1999 Majlis election, some doubts
have been cast on that election.
There is also nervousness about the
coming Majlis election on December
31, 2004.

The Constitution contains a Bill of
Rights. This has not stemmed the in-
creasing violations of civil liberties.
Over the years, there has been an in-
crease in the number of prisoners of
conscience, including writer Mo-
hamed Nasheed, who was arrested
and kept in solitary confinement for
writing articles exposing corruption
in 1990; and again in 1992-93, 1994,
1996 and 2001 — to also be confront-
ed with various trumped up charges.
The spate of arrests continues to in-
clude prominent activists and poli-
ticians such as Mohamed Zaki,
Ahmed Didi, Fatimath Nisreen,
Naushad Waheed and Ibrahim Fa-
reed. In 2001, when 42 people signed
a petition to form the Maldivian
Democratic Party (MDP), the request
eluded approval. Many of the signa-
tories were harassed. The Maldives
has virtually become a single-party
state. From this point, repression was
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and political opposition.

In 2004, the European Union put
pressure on Mr. Gayoom to cast the
Constitution into a democratic
framework. He responded by prom-
ising constitutional amendments in
June 2004 whilst the regime contin-
ued to arrest persons and violate free
speech. No absolutist gives up the
path to absolutism easily. A constitu-
ent assembly was called but not al-
lowed to function effectively. Protests
that it be allowed to do so were taken
as an excuse by Mr. Gayoom to de-
clare a state of emergency in August
2004 — ordering arrests and sus-
pending fundamental rights. No
sooner did this happen than Mr.
Gayoom sent his Health Minister, Ah-
mad Abdulla, to New Delhi which
maintained a studied silence.

The E.U.’s reaction was to threaten
sanctions which were not imposed.
But the ‘emergency’ has increased
the state’s power over the press and
protesters while those in the Opposi-
tion have either fled the country are
under house arrest or in jail. Mr.
Gayoom’s ‘South Asia’ diplomacy has
been good. At one point, there was
pressure on Sri Lanka to deny refugee
status to some of the dissidents, es-
pecially Mohamed Latheef. The
MDP, unable to operate for various

reasons in Colombo, has now shifted
its offices to London.

India cannot stand wholly aloof
from the Maldives’ crisis. Its inter-
vention in Mr. Gayoom's favour —
when the present National Security
Adviser, J.N. Dikshit, was India’s Am-
bassador to Sri Lanka — remains
within the memory of laypersons and
politicians from the Maldives. This is
not to suggest that those fighting for
liberal governance in the Maldives
supported the coup attempt. To that
extent, there was some internal sup-
port in the Maldives for India’s ac-
tions in 1988. But, what was support
in 1988 is now viewed as an invisible
insurance favouring Mr. Gayoom'’s
rule. The Maldives is part of both the
Commonwealth and SAARC. Ironi-
cally, a former SAARC Secretary-Gen-
eral from the Maldives, Ibrahim
Hussain Zaki, is now in prison —
charged with treason. It is not cus-
tomary for SAARC nations to lecture
each other on democracy. Were that
s0, such lectures would be directed
towards Bhutan, Bangladesh, Pakis-
tan, Sri Lanka and, no less, India— in
greatly varying degrees. Before such
matters are placed on the SAARC or
Commonwealth agenda, some de-
gree of consensus is needed. After
due deliberations, the Common-
wealth has been known to act collec-
tively in such situations.

But India has a role to play. The
rationale behind this role is not to
perpetuate an international crisis in
South Asia to confront the domestic
crisis in the Maldives. Neither silence
nor forbearance is an answer when
there are voices that credit India with
a protectionist policy in the light of its
intervention in 1988 and, seemingly
continuous support from 1988 till
now. In 1995, America suspended
Maldives’ eligibility for tariff prefer-
ences because the Maldives did not
grant internationally recognised
rights to its own workers and trade
unions. This was seen as American
pressure for economic reasons.
There is also some wariness about
the E.U.’s initiatives to pressure the
Maldives. But all international initia-
tives cannot be discredited. India
needs to make a statement to clarify
the ambiguity of its stance — formal-
ly and informally. This will help
greatly in bringing the Gayoom re-
gime to its senses and give courage to
Maldivian democracy.
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*//’ Maldives ready for
o a\change, says Gayoom

FTERA MIRACULOUS ec-
Aznomic graduation from
scattering of poor fish-
ing islets to South Asia’s richest
country in just over two decades,
the Maldives now demands de-
mocracy. With multi-party gov-
ernance still to sprout in the
nation of atolls ruled by Presi-
dent Maumoon  Abdul
m, vox populi in the
capltal Male, is emphatic that it
is time for political change.
Last manth, Mr. Gayoom (66)

. imposed a state of Emergency

following public protests by pro-
demacracy dissidents and politi-
cal opponents. As the world
watches how the reforms unfoid,
Mr. Gayoom justifies the arrests
of dissidents saying he did so to
contain “mob violence.”

Courteous but firm, soft-spo-
ken but assertive, Asia’s longest-
serving head of state says he
wants to replicate the economic
miracle on the political front.
Excerpts from an interview with
V.S. Sambandan in Male on
September 2:

Question; President
Gayoom you have promised
reforms and separation ' of
powers. What is your time-
frame for reforms?

Mr. Gayoom: | have ex-
plained my reform proposals to

_ the general public on June 9. 1

propose to change the Consti-
tution to make a greater sep-
aration of powers, including the
separation of the post of Presi-
dent from a new post created
for a Prime Minister, strengthen
the role of the Parliament, limit
the terms of presidency, now
unlimited. I am in my sixth
term; [ want to limit it to two
terms and also have a Supreme
Court and introduce a multi-
party system, which is going to
be quite new to this country.

These are the major reforms I
am thinking of. | have compiled
a lot of draft articles to be pre-
sented to the Special Majlis
[constituent assembly] so that
they can consider these to be
incorporated into our present
Constitution.

What are the difficultes you
expect? For instance, democ-
racy itself is something new in
the Maldives.

1 think the country is now
ready for a transition from tra-
ditional systems that we have
known to a new, modern sys-
tem. 1 think, for one thing, there
are more educated people in
the country. The country is now

\ready for change. I think we
"have reached a stage where po-
litical reforms are needed and
will be received well by the gen-
eral public.

President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom during the Interview to The Hindu.

This situation was a very tragic
and unlawful situation, where
the Government had to take ac-
tion to safeguard public proper-
ty and lives.

Unfortunately, these mem-
bers were there in the meeting;
they had remained there for up
to 16-17 hours, Repeatedly we
have been warning them to go
home peacefully. If they have
any complaints or demands,
they could have submitted their
complaints to me personally or
to any other government au-
thority, according to the proce-
dure laid down. But they
remained there. They wanted to
force the Government to do cer-
tain things, which no govern-
ment can do. In the end we had
to take action.

Everybody has to respect the
law. Nabody is above the law,
whether you are MPs or not.
You oppose inside the Parlia-
ment, you have immunity; but
outside, on the road, you are
like any other citizen. If you
break the law, you will have to
answer that.

Your Special Envoy to India
and Sri Lanka said that the
Emergency would be reviewed
and lifted at the earliest. Have
you taken any decision?

I have not taken any decision
yet, but it is being reviewed
continuously. 1 have a ministe-
rial committee overseeing the
present situation. They meet al-
most every day and they will
recommend to me when they

“We have regular Cabinet meetings and
everything is discussed. This is actually
a collective leadership.”

That does not mean that
there will not be any resistance
to certain aspects of reforms.
For one thing, there are a lot of
neople who don’t believe that a
multi-party system can work
here. For that reason, I have
prepared certain background
papers on how these systems
work abroad. 1 have already
compiled these papers and dis-
tributed {them] among the Spe-
cial Majlis members. I am also
inviting a team from America
[the National Democratic Insti-
tute] to help us create a system
where a multi-party system can
be viable.

Amnesty International has
been quite critical of prison
conditions, Then there are the
unfortunate incidents of last
September. How do you see
these?

For one thing, though Am-
nesty International has been
critical of us, they have not
come here at all. They have not
seen the situation for them-
selves. No one, to my knowl-
edge, has come from that
organisation. All their reports
have been based on hearsay
from a few vocal dissidents —
Maldivians based abroad, five
people, not more. I can name
them.

This is a very sad thing that
an international organisation of
the stature of Amnesty Interna-
tional should take hearsay for
fact, without referring to us. We
have told them to come. We
have told them to discuss these
things with us, to visit our pris-
ons. ’

Is the invitation open even
now?

Yes, it is open even now.
They can come, visit-our pris-
ons, talk to prisoners and see
how they are being treated.

The arrest of Special Majlis
members has also dmwn erit-
icism.

Yes. I know, this is a very un-
fortunate incident and I regret
very much that there are two
Members of Parliament [Citi-
zen’s Majlis] plus some mem-
bers of the Special Majlis in

“{l detention at the moment. But

what happened on the 12th and
13th of August was something
quite unexpected and unlawful

and the mob became violent.

deem it fit for the state of Emer-
gency to belifted. I do hope that
it won’t take too long for us to
lift it.

One criticism is that every-
thing is with the President.
The President, your critics say,
is all-powerful and the separa-
tion of powers does not trans-
late into much. Would you like
to comment?

I think it is an entirely wrong
conception. The Parliament
here is quite independent in the
sense that certain proposals |
made in the past have been re-
jected. Although we don’t have
a party system, it does not
mean that the Government has
its way, because every member
is quite independent. He can ei-
ther speak or vote whichever
way he wants to. That has hap-
pened in the past. So the Parlia-
ment -is completely
independent, and they enjoy
full immunity.

The Special Majlis had diffi-
culty over secret ballot. The
view is that a secret ballot
would have come out with a
different opinion and that is
why it was not allowed...

It isn’t the case of not being
allowed because the Constitu-

tion does not specifically say -

that for the speaker of the Spe-
cial Majlis to be elected, it has
to be a secret ballot. OQur tradi-
tion so far has been that the
Speaker of the Citizen’s Majlis
is elected by a show of hands.
So that’s what the temporary
Speaker wanted to do, but there
was an objection from the floor.

The people who objected
staged a walkout for the first
time in the history of this coun-
try. They came here. | met
them. I listened to their views.
Of course, the sitting had to be
adjourned because the Speaker
did not want to make a decision
in the absence of these 23
members out of a 108... al-
though they are a minority, but
quite a sizable one. So he said
he would like 1o reconvene the
first sitting, with the presence of
the 23 members. He scheduled
it for August 16, but before that
{the protests] happened, so we
had no option but to conclude
that the mob violence was
staged to derail the reform
agenda I proposed.

If you are introducing more
reforms, why would your dis-
sidents want to derail that very
process?

There are several groups here
that are not of one opinion.
There is a religious fundamen-
talist group, who don’t want to
see, for instance, a woman be-
coming the President. One of
the proposals that I am making
is removing the gender bar on
the presidency. These people
don’t want that. Those people
want all women to be kept in
their houses, that no woman
can hold a job. So, they are
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against my proposals for that
particular reason.

Maybe there could be others
who have their own political
agenda, who see this as some
sort of a barrier towards achiev-
ing their personal goals and a
third group was a group of
criminals, who have criminal
records, who had been in pris-
on and pardoned. Some people,
still serving sentences, who had
freed themselves, just came and
attended the meeting. So these
were the different elements
which had gathered.

You have been the leader for
26 years now. Do you think
that you've been around for a
long time and it is time to call
it a day after putting in some
reforms?

Well, I know 25 years is a long
time for any one man to be
President. That's why I am now
proposing that a President
should serve at the maximum
for 10 years — two terms of five
years each. I think I have been
here at a time when the country
needed somebody to take hold
of the country and to push it
forward. The country has seen
substantial change in all walks
of life, in the way people think,
in our interaction with the out-
side world. We have seen a
complete transition. [ think I
must feel somewhat happy that
this had taken place during my
time as President.

Even now according to our
Constitution, if the people don't
like the President, they can, of
course, have their say. The Pres-
idential election takes place ev-
ery five years and if the people
are not happy with how the
President runs the country, they
can just say so, which is a secret
ballot. They haven't done that.

What is your view on the
trade-off between democracy
and development? Do you
think they are at
cross-purposes?

1 think they would help each
other. They are not at cross-
purposes because democracy

-the media that

react to such labels?

1 don't think these labels tell
you the truth. It so happens in
it one person
might write an article and oth-
ers follow suit. Somebody must
have written that I rule the
country with an iron fist and ev-
ery other person who reads that
will pick it up. You can ask peo-
ple around here. I am not such
a person. I have these institu-
tions and I rule through these
institutions. Even we have regu-
lar Cabinet meetings and every-
thing is discussed. This is
actually a collective leadership.
Whether you believe it or not, it
is a collective leadership.

You referred to religious
fundamentalists. Do you think
they have the critical mass to
change the Maldives?

No. They don’t have a critical
mass, but I think this is a poten-
tial threat we have to be very
careful about. These could infil-
trate into the country gradually
and all of a sudden you are
faced with a situation when you
see that there are a lot of these
people around and they be-
come violent. Before that hap-
pens, you have to nip it in the
bud; you have to control the
situation.

Since the last elections there
have been popular calls for
change. Popular dissent is out
on the streets. There is a feel-
ing among the people that
things have to change, but they
don’t know how. What is your
view of things to come?

Change is something that is
necessary. Not only now, I have
been changing since I came to
power 25 years ago. Nothing
has stood still. I have been
changing and we need more
change. That I agree. 1 am mak-
ing changes, I will be making
more changes and I think the
vocal dissidents are very few.
There are five Maldivians
abroad. Three of them are fugi-
tives from justice. I can name
them. Two of them were in pris-
on and they had applied to go
abroad for medical treatment,
which we did at government ex-
pense (and they fled]. There are
two other people who are not
fugitives but they have personal
grudges against the Govern-
ment, These are the people who
are very vocal abroad. These are
very few people, but a majority
know that the Government is
serving them well. They are
supportive.

Even those who are detained
do not have access to lawyers.
They don’t have legal sup-
port...

In this particular case, in a
state of Emergency, the Presi-
dent has the power to suspend
certain rights. I had to do it in

“I am proposing that a President should
serve at the maximum for 10 years — two
terms of five years each.”

will lead to further progress and
prosperity and also, further de-
velopment leads to democracy.
That’s what is happening here.
In 1978, we were a very poor
country. We are still a poor
country but we have developed
very fast. There are so many
things that have been achieved
here in the past 25 years. { think
that has paved the way for fur-
ther liberal democracy to be in-
troduced here.

How do you see the transi-
tion path to liberal democra-
cy? Are there going to be
hurdles to delay the onset of
the multi-party system?

1 don't think there are going
to be any hurdles but we must
have the legal framework... that
we have to develop. If a multi-
party system is approved by the
Special Maijlis, then we have to
have a law governing political
parties here befare political
parties can be formed.

The Maldives s referred to
as being ruled by a strong man
with an iron fist. How do you

the interest of investigations
being carried forward quickly.
But that is in this particular
case. Otherwise all other detai-
nees have access to legal coun-
sel. As soon as the Emergency is
lifted, these people will also
have access to legal counsel.

They would not be denied
that?

No, they will not be denied
that.

How do you see internation-
al relations of the Maldives,
particularly with India?

Our relations with India are
on an excellent basis. We have
had very good relations over the
past 25-26 years. I plan to visit
wmdia in the near future to meet
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and our friend Sonia
Gandhi. The relationship is on
an excellent basis. In addition
{to the bilateral projects], there
is people-to-people contact,
with 15,000 Indians working
here. Our relations are on a very
firm and strong basis, and 1
wish India all prosperity.
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U.S. Begins Transfer of a Shaky Haiti to U.N. Hands

By TIM WEINER
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ORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti, June 1 - United States commanders began turning over
this anarchic, flood-ravaged, starving nation 500 miles from Florida to a handful s
of United Nations troops on Tuesday. SRR
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Then came the torrential rains that killed thousands and left tens of thousands homeless
a week ago.

The United Nations force, now a few hundred soldiers but intended to become 8,000
strong, confronts the immediate crisis of the flood. The toll is more than 2,600 dead
and missing in Haiti, 700 dead and missing over the border in the Dominican Republic.
The missing are presumed dead.

Some 75,000 people affected by the flood will need help to get through the rainy
season, which officially started Tuesday.

International aid agencies will bear the brunt of that task. They say they initially
underestimated the scale of the disaster and are scrambling for food, money and
transportation to flood-struck villages, where roads have been eradicated.

American helicopters carrying tons of food to 15,000 survivors ceased flying Monday,
a week after the floods struck. Cpl. Luis Fuent:

"“The U.N. peacekeeping mission doesn't have helicopters right now, and it will take
weeks for them to deploy some," said Ifiigo Alvarez, a spokesman for the United
Nations World Food Program, which was already feeding half a million Haitians
before the flood. "Without them, we have a big problem to solve. The helicopters were
essential."

united stat

Guy Gauvreau, the food program's director in Haiti, added, "We deeply deplore that
the multinational force has other priorities."

The aid workers are talking about using mules to ferry aid to thousands of victims.
Given the state of Haiti's interim government, the agencies say they may have to rent
bulldozers and rebuild the ruined roads themselves.

All the while, Haitian politics continues, a discourse often carried out at gunpoint.

The interim Haitian government is outgunned by rebel forces, who control many
Haitian towns and villages. The rebels include former soldiers of the Haitian military, a
force corrupted by Colombian cocaine kingpins and charged with political killings. In
1991, the military helped overthrow Mr. Aristide, Haiti's first - and only -
democratically elected leader.

These rebels are calling for the resurrection of the Haitian Army, disbanded by Mr.
Aristide in 1995.

American commanders say the last thing Haiti needs is the return of its military, long
an instrument of political terror. Armed Aristide loyalists remain a force in Port-au-
Prince, though Mr. Aristide is in exile in South Africa, and unlikely to be allowed to
return anytime soon.

Southamptog
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Only a handful of the soldiers for the force cobbled together by the United Nations are » 4-bedrooms
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now in Haiti. They have no headquarters and little money. pond
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Some troops from Canada, France and Chile, nations now in the American-led force, homes in the -
will remain in Haiti. A handful of Americans here might stay past June 30, the deadline
for their withdrawal.
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/y@ﬁ LESSONS FROM HAITI

. HAITI'S DESCENT INTO chaos may just have
been averted by the unlamented departure of its
‘President, Jean-Bertrand Aristide, but normality
is a long distance away for this tiny Caribbean
republic. Mr. Aristide had little choice, with his
presidency under siege by rebel militias that had
vowed to overthrow him, and with international
support effectively blocked by the United States.
Instead of making a last ditch stand, which would
have brought more death and destruction on his
people, he accepted exile. Once hailed as the man
who could deliver peace and freedom to his peo-
ple, the radical priest who became his country’s
first democratically elected President hastened
his own departure through an intolerance of po-
litical dissent and resort to authoritarian meth-
.ods. He had, besides, fallen foul of the U.S., which
a decade ago restored him to the presidency after
‘he was ousted in a military coup. In an attempt to
'sustain the fairy tale of a ‘nation-building’ inter-
vention, Washington worked out an arrange-
‘ment under which Mr. Aristide could retain his
presidency and share power. His opponents re-
jected the plan, evidently convinced that Wash-
ington would ultimately want Mr. Aristide out.

. The ousted President’s flight into exile signals
the failure of that much-touted American initia-
‘tive launched under the Clinton presidency. The
.episode raises some embarrassing questions
‘about Washington’s readiness to sacrifice de-
;mocracy and sidestep its obligations. If the U.S.
'had acted early enough in support of a President
‘who was once a favourite, the fledgling democra-
«y in Haiti would have received a booster dose,
'much life and property would have been saved,
,and Haitians would have been spared the trauma
of mindless violence. Once order was restored,
‘M. Aristide could have been asked to prove his
.democratic credentials. Considering that Wash-

THE HINDI:

\

ington allowed the wound to fekr, the conclu-
sion is inescapable that the policy of delay had
only one goal: regime change and the ouster of a
democratically elected President. Washington’s
strategy of denying military support to the belea-
guered regime and public repudiation of appeals
for despatch of its soldiers to help restore order
served indirectly to boost the campaign of the an-
ti-government militias. Composed mainly of po-
litical opponents and renegade members of the
army that was disbanded by Mr. Aristide in retal-
iation for its role in the 1991 coup, these forces
were emboldened enough to threaten to attack
the capital, Port au Prince. Once Mr. Aristide
agreed to leave, the U.S. acted swiftly, moving in
its soldiers and getting the United Nations Securi-
ty Council to agree to form an international pea-
cekeeping force. ‘

Haiti enters its third century as an independent
republic with no end in sight to the political tur-
moil that Mr. Aristide once attributed to “democ-
racy in the making.” Instead of letting one
country decide, the international community
must actively assist the tormented nation and its
people. The U.N. is putting together a mainly La-
tin American peace force that will face the chal-
lenge of restoring order and putting democracy
back on the rails. The American contingent did
similar duty when Mr. Aristide was restored to
power a decade ago. However, there were com-
plaints then that the job was only partially done as
Washington was in a hurry to pull back its sol-
diers. This time the U.N. should be fully and solely
involved in rebuilding the nation. After its suc-
cesses in East Timor and Bosnia, the world body
has its credentials well and truly established. Hai-
ti, among the most impoverished of nations in the
Caribbean, needs a decent chance to come out of
its time of troubles.
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rebels to

Rebel chief Guy Philiope

PORT-AU-PRINCE,
March 4. — Haiti rebel
chief Mr Guy Philippe
has said his fighters will
lay down their arms after
_receiving security guar-
antees from the interna-
tional community,

Mr Philippe made the
announcement  yester-
d'ay after meeting a top
UJS military officer, who,
acording to a diplomat-
iz source; warned  the
rebel leader that his fol-
laywers who control half
the country would have
not political role and
shiould  therefore  dis-
baind. :

M Philippe, a former
palice commissioner, set
out the reasons for the
disiarm order to his men
in an interview following
a press conference . to
annuounce the move,

“MNow. that President
Aristide, the main prob-
lem for democracy, has
gong; now there are for-
eign troops who - are
going to guarantee secus
rity, and as we have no
intenition of taking power
with ‘weapons, we thou-
ght it would be best for
the Hiaitian people to lay
down .our arms,” he said.

The rebel chief, dress-
ed in military uniform,
said the arms “will be put
at the disposition of the
republlic’s President”,

The USA has warned
Mr Philippe that he has
no place in Haiti’s polit-
ical future and should
drop any ambition to
assume control over the
country. — AFP
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Haiti rebels ask people to
putpressure on America

Port-au-Prince, March 2
(Reuters): Rebels sought to con-
solidate their position in Haiti
today, urging people to demon-
strate support for their “army”
in the face of a power vacuum
after the ouster of President
Jean-Betrand Aristide.

While US troop reinforce-
ments were arriving to spear-
head an international force and
Washington worked on political
plans for restoring order, rebel
leader Guy Philippe, an ex-police
chief, went on local radio to call
for public backing.

“We need the population to
give us the mandate to provide
them with security. Once we get
the mandate we will assume our
responsibility,” declared
Philippe, whose rag-tag backers
took over the police headquar-
ters yesterday.

He called on Haitians to
demonstrate outside the US-
guarded national palace, the
gleaming white presidential of-
fice in the middle of this peeling
and impoverished city which
was long a symbol of Aristide’s
power. Many people returned to
work and the streets were crowd-
ed with vehicles today, but there
was still occasional shooting and
some looting in the anarchic
port area.

In Washington defence secre-
tary Donald Rumsfeld said:“The
situation clearly is more stable
and quieter today.” US forces
were securing the airport, the
palace area and the coast guard
station. He added: “The forces
that were opposing Aristide
seem to have made a conscious
decision to behave and that’s a
good thing. That is a result of the

A Haitian rebel gets his boots polished in Port-au-Prince. (Reuters)

presence of international and
multinational forces.”

Philippe made clear his
forces did not intend to melt
away, despite his statement
shortly after Aristide fled on
Sunday that his forces would put
down their weapons and stop
fighting. “The army was never
disbanded,” he said.

Aristide disbanded the army
in the 1990s after a series of mili-
tary coups, leaving law and order
to a poorly equipped police force
which collapsed in the face of
the rebels campaign in the last
month,

Hundreds of armed rebels,
some in military fatigues with
automatic weapons and others
in T-shirts with Second World
War rifles, have entered the capi-
tal. Haiti was convulsed by an
uprising that began on February
5 when an armed gang took over
the northwestern city of Go-
naives and was later joined by
former soldiers and paramili-
taries.

Aristide has charged from
the Central African Republic
that he was kidnapped in an
American coup d’etat, an allega-
tion US officials dismissed as

HE TELEGRAPH g3 W

baseless nonsense but which
may give a political boost to Aris-
tide supporters.

“Our vote was stolen. We
elected Aristide for five years.
His term was not completed so
heisstill our President,” 19-year-
old Patrick Sanon said in a poor
district that was a centre of an
Aristide state housing project.

Vice-President Dick Cheney
said today Aristide had “worn
out his welcome” as Haiti's Pres-
ident but that the US did not
force him to leave as he claims.
“He made the choice to leave. He
resigned the office of his own
free will and left on a civilian air-
craft which we chartered for
him. He left with his security de-
tail. This was his decision to go,”
Cheney told the Fox News Chan-
nel.

There were reports of more
killings, despite the presence of
US troops in the city who said
barricades prevented them from
entering the port. Colonel David
Berger, commander of the inter-
national forces, said 300 Marines
were in Haiti and “more will be
flowing in today.”

One man's body lay by a
crossroads, a bullet hole in his
head in an execution-style
killing. Overnight there was spo-
radic gunfire, including outside
the presidential palace. About 80
people have been killed in the
month-long uprising.

Hundreds of Marines and 100
French troops are camped out at
the airport in the first stage of a
UN-sanctioned effort to restore
order.

The US force was to grow to
1,500 to 2,000 as part of an inter-
national force of some 5,000.
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Muharram attacks shed blpod in Pakistan and Iraq
The devastating attacks on Shia crowds celebrating

Mubarram in Iraq and Pakistan appear 10 have a similar
pattern. In Pakistan the Shias are a minority who have been
targeted by Sunni extremists since the days of General Zia
ul-Haq. It became fashionable for the establishment to
cultivate ties with Sunni extremists for the sake of foreign
policy goals in Afghanistan and Kashmir. In Iraq Shias had
been a majority in numerical terms who, however, had been
shut out of power elites throughout the 20th century. The
ban on Muharram celebrations by Saddam Hussein had
been a sign of their powerlessness, but the Shias have
emerged as one of the few organized and disciplined groups
in post-Saddam Iraq. Representing 60 per cent of Iragis, they
are bound to stake a large claim in any future political ar-
rangement. Given the vacuum created in Iraq by the demise
of Hussein’s rule, someone obviously thought that the turn-
out of millions of Shias in one of the first sanctioned Muhar-
rams in a long time presented too tempting a target.

Of the two, Pakistan’s sectarian strife appears to be the
easier to address. It requires the establishment to cut its links
with and clamp down on the jehadis, which would be an act
of self-preservation as well because they have now turned
their guns on General Musharraf. India may be bled through
cross-border terror, but in effect Musharraf faces the same
problem as Pakistan’s Shias — he too is a target, and his
assassination would portend chaos for Pakistan. That is not
even to mention that using jehadis to escalate cross-border
terror would bury the promising peace process with Delhi
and turn the clock back to war. It is Iraq which looks like a
tougher nut to crack. Sustained bombings of Shia holy sites
are provocative and appear designed to touch off a wider
civil war, and the coalition authorities, much like the British
in India in 1947, look clueless on how to handle the violence.
A constitution has been cobbled together pending the
transfer of power but it is an “interim” one, which is
Oxymoronic as constitutions are meant to be long lasting
documents that provide structure to governance. Some key
questions are evaded by the constitution, such as Islam being
the source of some laws but not all law (which ones?), or the
status of Kurdish-controlled territories. These are precisely
the controversial issues on which Iraq’s divided ethnic
groups need to come to an agreement.

~Bloody Tuesday
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Haiti's political vacuum must be filled quickly

rder has broken down in Port-au-Prince and other

Haitian cities with the advance of rebel militias and
flight of President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, much as
Baghdad was sacked by looters upon the fall of President
Saddam Hussein. The difference between the two
situations is that the sack of Baghdad was precipitated by
the US invasion, while US Marines landing in Haiti may
offer the only hope of heading off a bloody confrontation
between pro- and anti-Aristide gangs and anarchy on the
streets. Aristide’s career looks very much like something
out of a cynical political novel by VS Naipaul or Mario
Vargas Llosa. Once hailed as the Haitian Mandela for his
opposition to the vicious dictatorship of the Duvalier
family, the methods Aristide adopted when in power
recked of authoritarianism and corruption. Above all, this
leftwing demagogue did nothing to address Haiti’s
desperate economic conditions, letting it fester as the
poorest country in the western hemisphere.

When a rebel movement got underway to oust him,
which included among its numbers former henchmen of
the Duvaliers, his regime collapsed quickly. Police guard-
ing the main prison in Haiti, near the National Palace
- where Aristide lived, have run away, emptying the jails into
a virtually unpoliced capital city. Washington too appears
to have had a hand in Aristide’s removal as it refused to
step in unless Aristide left the country. A dangerous
political vacuum has developed. Despite the swearing in of
Supreme Court chief justice Boniface Alexandre as
President, one doesn’t know whether the reuvels will
recognize his authority or consider him to be a stooge of
Aristide. The international community needs to step in
and restore some semblance of order. The UN Security
Council has reacted to the crisis and voted to send in a US-
led multinational peacekeeping force. There is a familiar
drill with failed states it must implement in Haiti —
disband the armed gangs both pro-and anti-Aristide; set up
an interim authority; hold democratic elections.

Haiti being as close to the US as it is, such an effort will
succeed or fail depending on the degree of American co-
operation. Indeed, the political crisis has been worsening
for some time and it is a moot point why nothing has been
done so far, despite the past history of US interventions in
Haiti. Aristide himself had been re-installed by US troops
after being driven out by a coup, but the international
community did not stay long enough to stabilize his
regime, whose upshot is the current crisis. The Bush
administration is even more averse to nation-building
efforts than the previous Clinton administration was, and
Haiti is a poor country with no oil or obvious economic
assets. But there is one factor that could conceivably
concentrate minds in Washington — the prospect of
desperate boat people washing up on American shores if
order is not speedily restored in Haiti.

“M



@,856 “3oULLJ-Ne-LI0J Ul YIIeas
& SULmp sppSIIY JUSPISald Jo s1op10ddns POULIE 0] SHOO] [9Ga1 V

Jamod
01 JPNISLIY 3I0)JSaI 0} SeULIe]N
000°0% Jues UoUII) g yuspisald
o3e sareaf ua [, Anjuso 1sed ay3 ur
nTey 01 sdooa} ‘S JO Juswukold
-9p Jolewl PaTY) aY3 Sem SaULIBIN
SN 8yl Jo [eAttre oy,
‘Tndueg Ui olpea 9)e3s
P10} 8Y ‘urese moJ3 [[Im 31 inq
‘@oead JO 9813 913 UMOP NI sABY
£ayy ot Burddoy £q,, ‘o1igndsy
uRILYY [eius) a3 jo reded
Ay} Ul A2poj PaATAIR ‘Jusplsald
SB ULI8) ISI SIY SBurmp 1661
ut dnod ATej[iul e AQ pafIxe sem
pue s0gel ay3 Ul s103e301p s IHeH
jsurede peyoesad oym jsorad
[eo1pel JeulIo] e ‘OplisIIy
'sagelIoys [any Jo
asnedsq Jensn ueyl 191ySI] sem
ouFeL ysnoyire ‘syongy dn-3o1d
wody psuorysel sixel uenrey
myanojoo oty  ‘sdey-dey, pue
ardoad yirm paxoed sem Jeylewl
199138 ¢ K TeurIou Jo 30UR[qUIas
® 0) 3uruanial £10 a3 1IPIM
"TJI9) IRBA-9AT] B JO SJBaA
2} J8)je papus Louspisead
$,0P1ISIIV JBY] ABWISIP JO USIS
B ‘sJ93uly 99atl dn p[ay siouiQ
‘udts AJI0101A JOJ A,, © Ul S103
-ury om} dn prey surpRIey auwios
‘Jaodare 9yl o0} peod 9y uQ
“Jeurre) wxodare syl oyuo sauerd
wog] popeolun alsm S$eaAmIN}
se jJodite oy} JO UOIIAS

"%

dIA 8Y3 Ul Sayonos uc pagunoy
SaULIRIN I83J9¢ 9AR(] [dUO[0)
pres ,‘a19y 3q 0} pe[s alam pue
St 9W0ITaM 03 SUTOS 849U,
'000°T N0ge 03 M0I3
0] po1oadxe sI 90I0] SaULIBN
ayy, ‘odate ayl je asAwng e
doje seTpuBd POYOUMUI 8Y SE pIes
pJaoey o1ay Texod.ao) soue] SN
PIo-1Ba4-17 . ‘PIAladal aq o3 §urod
919M MOY aNJd> ou dAey ],
I9PI0 9101891 PUE SIS A9y
paens o1 pagedaad Kepos odare
9} Je Je)em UeIAY JO S9[1)0( pue
sIayouUnNe] apeuass ‘sung auryo
-ell papeopun ‘sdoog} Youadg
001 J9A0 AQ pPOUIOf ‘SaULIBIq
00Z 03 0ST JO JUIBUTIU0D Y,
*SUIYI0]0 pUE SUOTSIA[AL
‘S100P ‘sa0jelad1aed JJo SurlIed
‘sag110ddns 9pIISLIY JO sswoy
3yl pue suomnels ao1jod ‘sdoys
Honajs 191007 “oamiiedsp s1y Jo
axem a3 ut pardn.e sapizeq und
pue SUnCo "SN 3yl Aq pagueaae
amjredep Ajsey e ur Aep
-191894 ALIe0 BOLIY 107 3J9T ‘Inb
03 aanssaad uSraao) pue Sursix
-an [8QaJ d43 AQ INO USALID SEM
oym AdeIoouwsp SutiSpafy s,1jey
Jo uordureyd e 30uo ‘JPUSLIY
‘¢ ArenJaqay uo paydnas apn
-S1IV Isutede gurstadn a9y} 2.10]
-3¢ U8A? Ue3sq jey) ‘seoliewly
a1 Ut sago00d a3 £13UNo0s 913 uI
o:EB a3 3[eY 0} UOTSSTUI JT9Y3

7Y

uedaq Asyy Se aead payoedun
pue jiodire ureu s el paand
-38 SAULIRIA S[) ‘UMO] 3PISINO

2ddIIYJ A0 ‘9ddiyd

AnD, Bupnoys ouios ‘Sui
-Jelqarao AqIeau patoaiies alam
ardead jo spuesnoyy, -avered
8y} Jesu uonels aorod e Je
PaiBY Yorym £0AU0D ) UL SEm
‘addifiyd £n9 Ja1yo aotfod 10tuas
J9ULI0] ‘SI8pes] 18y} JO suQ
*$§199.3S a1 USNOJL} peAowt
L9yl se uaars aatfod & papunos
‘sendrye; AxelIfiul SuLiesm pue
patuae A[laeay ‘s(agad o,
‘susts £101014 0] A payseq
pue s3el] peaem oym sisriod
-dns snofofl £4q poa199Js o1am pue
reden syl Jo $318a138 31 YSnoxy;
Paded S8ToTyYsA AN 110ds pue
syonay dnyotd Jo Aoauod y
AIIUNOD 3} PIF SPTISLIY 837
smoy Keptsysed AJ10 O1I0BYD
a1 ul SurArade unsaq pey ‘ut
-s1xdn Aep-pg JTeUl Jfey pue suLwe
JI9Y]1 Uumop Ae] pinom Ay} pies
sJapee] asoym ‘stegad oyl
JOPIO0 8J0)501 0] UOTSSTUL B ueSaq
SauLIe]l S§f} Se SueIlNBH Sul
-199Y2 JO Spuesnoy) Aq pa1eaid
Kepo} doULIINEB-LI0d [ejusd
ul soefed [eUONEN 3U) punol
papered oplsuly puedlag
-uesp juapisead isno padiey
oyMm S[eQad Paway (SAIN9Y)
1 :o.nmS ‘aoutig-ne-jrod

S[oqR.I E«E OP OS “OALLI® m@ﬁig

v 2 MAR 7008

THE TELEGRAPH



America sends Haiti !

Port-au-Prince (Haiti), Feb. 29
(Reuters): Haiti’s President
Jean-Bertrand Aristide quit his
chaotic Caribbean country
today, driven out by a bloody re-
volt that put rebels near the capi-
tal and by pressure from the US
and France.

Aristide said he resigned to
avert “a bloodbath,” but turmoil
persisted in Port-au-Prince wh-
ere shooting rang out as armed
Aristide supporters roamed the
streets and looters ransacked a
police station.

Aristide, 50, whose role in a
popular uprising that ended
decades of dictatorship in the
1980s once made him a hero of
Haitian democracy, left early
this morning, 24 days after the
uprising began in the poorest
country in the Americas.

The US, which invaded the
country in 1994 to restore Aris-
tide to power, has been criticised
for acting too slowly in the cur-
rent crisis. It failed last week to
negotiate a compromise between
the politicians in Port-au-Prince
meant to avert a collapse of the
government.,

But by the end of the week
Washington had made clear it
had lost faith in Aristide and his
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departure became just a matter
of time. The US was concerned
at the mounting chaos and also
the potential for a wave of boat
people fleeing to America.
Aristide’s departure was
arranged by US officials. “At his
request, we facilitated his safe
departure,” a state department
official said in Washington.
Within hours, Haitian chief
justice Boniface Alexandre was
named to replace Aristide aslaid
out in the constitution.
Aristide’s destination was
unclear but Haiti’s consul in the
capital of the neighbouring Do-
minican Republic said that he
travelled to the eastern Cari-
bbean nation of Antigua and

Aristide: Out

4 MAR 70N4

\» President packing

Barbuda to refuel and then was
planning to travel to Morocco.
But Morocco said it would not
grant Aristide asylum.

With the rebe.. closing in on
Port-au-Prince, many had feared
a bloody battle for control be-
tween them and Aristide’s mili-
tant supporters. The revolt, whi-
ch flared in the city of Gonaives
on February 5, has already killed
nearly 70 people.

Speaking at a ceremony at
Neptune’s home, US Ambas-
sador James Foley urged the
rebels to lay down their arms.

Rebel soldiers in Cap Haitien,
the rebel stronghold in the north
overrun last weekend, celebrat-
ed in the streets. The rebels, led
by a former police chief and a
former death squad leader, had
said they were advancing on the
capital.

But reaction to news of Aris-
tide’s departure in the streets of
Port-au-Prince was swift and
angry. Armed bands of Chi-

meres, the most militant and '

ruthless of Aristide’s supporters
from the slums roamed the city
in pickup trucks, armed with
shotguns and other weapons.
Looters also hit the streets in
some places.
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Aristide flees bowing to

% T

" PORT-AU-PRINCE (HAITI), FEB. 29.
The Haitian President, Jean-
Bertrand Aristide, resigned and
fled Haiti on Sunday, bowing to
pressure from a rebellion at
home and governments abroad,
U.S. and Haitian officials said.

Boniface Alexandre, Chief
Justice of Haiti's Supreme
Court, said he was Haiti’s new
leader as hundreds of angry
Aristide militants armed with
old rifles and pistols converged
on the National Palace, the
presidential seat in Port-au-
Prince. Gunfire rang out in the
area.

Asked why he chose to as-
sume the presidency, Mr. Alex-
andre said, ‘I assume it because
the Constitution indicates it.”

A jet carrying Mr. Aristide
landed on the island Antigua for
refuelling and headed to South
Africa, local radio stations re-
ported. His Prime Minister,
Yvon Neptune, said at a press
conference that the ex-leader
resigned to “prevent blood-
shed”.

Despite Mr. Alexandre’s dec-
laration that he was in charge,
the Haitian constitution calls
for Parliament to approve him
as leader and the legislature has
not met since early this year
when lawmakers’ terms ex-
pired.

In Cap-Haitien, Haiti's sec-
ond-largest city in the north
that has become a base for the
rebels, crowds danced and sang
in the street and a rebel com-

mander said his fighters were
ready to disarm once a new gov-
ernment was in place. — AP

U.S. move
ended crisis?
By Sridhar Krishnaswami
WASHINGTON, FEB. 29. The Hai-
tian President, Mr. Aristide may

seek asylum in Morocco, Tai-
wan or Panama, according to

to——.

People celebrate the departure of the Haltian President, Jean-Bertrand Aristide,
in Cap-Haltlen on Sunday. — AP

first reports. On Saturday, the
White House issued an unusual
statement to increase pressure
on Mr. Aristide blaming him for
the mess in the country.

And that statement came af-
ter the U.S. President, George
Bush’s National Security Team
felt that Washington must sig-
nal Mr. Aristide to go. At least 70
persons died in the three weeks
of violence.

In its blunt message, the

pressure

White House said, “This long
simmering crisis is largely of Mr.
Aristide’s making. His failure to
adhere to democratic principles
has contributed to the deep po-
larisation and violent unrest
that we are witnessing in Haiti
today. :

“We urge him to examine his
position carefully, to accept re-
sponsibility and to act in the
best interests of the people of
Haiti.”

»
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" Anarchy in Haiti.
as rehels close
on capital \

Port-au-Prince: bels

capital on Friday and
chaos spread as militants loy-
al to President Jean-Bertrand
Aristide torched barricades,
hijacked cars, looted and at-
tacked the capital’s,s per-
ating hospital. § n
Mr Aristide sdid he v%uld
not step down, even as the US
urged him to cede power. “As
an elected president, I have
the responsibility to stay
where [ am. My life is linked to
eight million people,” he said,
pleading with a small contin-
gent of foreign peacekeepers
to protect Haiti’s democracy.
Meanwhile, about 2,200 US

AP
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People loot at the seaport in
Port-au-Prince on Friday

Marines were put on alert as
Pentagon officials weighed
the possibility of sending
troops to the waters off Haiti
to guard against any flood of
refugees and protect the esti-
mated 20,000 Americans in the
country.

The international commu-
nity has demanded that
Haiti’s government and oppo-
sition reach a political settle-
ment before it intervenes. A
senior US official said the
Bush administration felt that
the best way to prevent insur-
gents from seizing control
was for Mr Aristide to trans-
fer power to supreme court
chief justice Boniface
Alexandre, his constitutional
successor. In a country where
jurists are known for corrup-
tion, he is respected for his
honesty.

“We urgently call upon
President Aristide to issue the
necessary instructions so that
his supporters stop the vio-

- lence,” the US embassy said
on Friday night, adding that
his honour, legacy and reputa-
tion were now at stake. The US
government also urged all
Americans still in Haiti to
move out. ap
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PORT-AUPRINCE QHAITI), FEB. 25.
Militant\supporters of the Hai-
tian President, Jean-Bertrand
Aristide, set flaming barricades
blocking roads in the capital on
Wednesday against a threat-
ened rebel attack and Opposi-
tion leaders took a last stand
against a U.S.-backed peace
plan, adding to pressures for
Haiti’s leader to resign.

With a motley group of rebels
overruning half the country —
led in part by Haitians accused
in past massacres — Tuesday’s
stalemate caused alarm in the
international community.

France's U.N. Ambassador,
Jean-Marc de La Sabliere, said
diplomats were considering
proposing “a police force, or a
civilian force” for approval by
the U.N. Security Council.

Canada confirmed that a
team of soldiers from the Cana-
dian Armed Forces flew into
Port-au-Prince on Tuesday to
help in case of a possible evac-
uation of some 1,000 citizens in
Haiti, said the Foreign Affairs
spokesman, Reynald Doiron, in
Ottawa.

Amid the chaos, Radio Met-
ropole reported on Wednesday
that police were searching ho-
tels in Port-au-Prince’s Petion-
ville suburb for the rebel leader,
Guy Philippe. But an Associated
Press reporter saw Mr. Philippe
on Wednesday morning having
his boots polished outside a ho-
tel in Cap-Haitien, Haiti’s sec-
ond-largest city in the north
which the rebels seized on Sun-
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iti Opposition
ejects U S pIan

day and are makmg thelr bas:
Two leading hotels said polic.
had not been there.

Britain and Australia on
Tuesday urged their citizens to
get out of Haiti, following simi-
lar warnings from the United
States, France and Mexico.
There are about 30,000 foreign-
ers in Haiti, 20,000 of them
Americans. Last-ditch efforts by
the U.S. Secretary of State, Colin
Powell, did not save the peace
plan because the Democratic |
Platform coalition said Mr. Aris-
tide — who has lost much pop-
ular support amid accusations
he condoned corruption, failed
to help the poor and brutally
suppressed the Opposition —
must go. The plan would have
kept Mr. Aristide as President,
but with diminished powers
and compelled to share govern-
ment with his rivals.

Opposition leaders. said they
sent Mr. Powell their rejection
on Tuesday along with a coun-
terproposal to install a Supreme
Court justice as an interim pres-
ident and appoint a new Prime
Minister along with the “‘orderly
departure” of Mr. Aristide.

“There will be no more de-
lays. Our answer remains the
same. Aristide must resign,”
said Maurice Lafortune, presi-
dent of the Haitian Chamber of
Commerce that is part of the
Democratic Platform.

The Opposition coalition said
it would officially announce its
decision at a news conference
on Wednesday morning.. — AP
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Haitl rebels aye capfal

(HAITI), FEB. 23. Rebels overran Haiti’s second-largest city in their
biggest victpry of a bloody uprising and said soon they would attack the capital in
their campaign to oust the President, Jean-Bertrand Aristide.

As thousands of looters rampaged through Cap-Haitien on Sunday, rebel
leader, Guy Philippe, predicted a quick victory over Mr. Aristide’s partisans, who
sought to block any advance by erecting flaming barricades on the highway into

the capital, Port-au-Prince, from the north.

“I think that in less than 15 days we will control all of Haiti,” Mr. Philippe said
at a Cap-Haitien hotel as he swigged from a bottle of beer.

Sources close to the Government said several Cabinet Ministers in Port-au-
Prince were asking friends for places to hide in case the capital is attacked.

After rebels drove government troops from Cap-Haitien, a city of some
500,000 on Haiti’s north coast, thousands went on a looting spree. — AP

It is black market, says Iran

TEHERAN, FEB. 23. Iran on Monday ac-
knowledged for the first time that it
had bought nuclear equipment on the
black market.

A Foreign Ministry spokesman ‘said
certain items were bought from inter-
national dealers, including from the
Indian subcontinent.

Hamid Reza Asefi, however, dig/fiot

sa)l /vhat had been bought from
' A\

which countries. A. Q. Khan, father of
Pakistan’s nuclear bomb, sold Iran nu-
clear centrifuge parts for $3 million in
cash and also arranged to send en-
riched uranium to Libya when he was
at the helm of Pakistan’s nuclear pro-
gramme. This was disclosed by a Sri
Lankan businessman, identified by the
U.S. President, George W. Bush, as the
deputy of Dr. A. Q. Khan. — AP
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CALL IT COINCIDENCE. A 10-year-old experi-
ment by the United States in “nation-building”
is unravelling rapidly at the very time it is en-
gaged in another purported nation-building ex-
ercise of an awful kind. Haiti is not as far away
hom the U.S. as Iraq, or as big or as complex. It is
a tiny country on an island off the Florida coast.
In the last few days, Haiti has been tormented by
internal violence with armed gangs taking over
towns and opposition groups demanding the
ouster of President Jean-Bertrand Aristide whose
election in 2000 they refuse to recognise as legiti-
mate. This is President Aristide’s second term in
office. His first, between 1990 and 1995, was in-
terrupted by a military coup and he could re-
claim office only after an armed intervention by
U.S. forces removed the junta. He may get no
such help this time, having fallen out with his
patron in the intervening years. Without directly
calling for the ouster of Mr. Aristide, the U.S. has
sent out signals that have encouraged his oppo-
nents, rightly raising questions about the Bush
administration’s support for the removal of an
elected leader. Even though there has been some
erosion in support for the Haitian leader, he re-
mains deeply popular among his people. Apart
from the armed militias, the main opposition is a
loose coalition called the Democratic Conver-
gence that has links to a U.S. organisation repre-
senting Republican Party interests. Not
surprisingly, comparisons are also being drawn
with what was enacted in Venezuela two years
ago. But more than anything else, Haiti’s crisis
has reinforced disturbing questions about the
U.S. style of nation-building abroad and its mo-
tives behind such ventures.

' Haiti is a classic case of the tension between
the stated aim of the U.S. to build democracies
around the world and its desire to ensure that
such governments remain pliant and reflect its
own policies. After nine decades of U.S. involve-
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ment, Haiti is the poorest9 country in the western
hemisphere. For 30 years from 1958, Washington
nurtured the tyrannical regimes of the Duvaliers
(father and son) so that they remained allies dur-
ing the Cold War. After a popular revolt deposed
Baby Doc Duvalier in 1986, U.S. policy towards
Haiti has largely been determined by the thou-
sands of illegal Haitian immigrants who wash up
on American shores, fleeing the economic and
political instability at home. This was one of the
main reasons behind the Clinton administra-
tion’s 1993 intervention to reinstall Mr. Aristide,
and it definitely helped that he was democrat-
ically elected. But working to a quick “exit strate-
gy,” the U.S. then abandoned Haiti; the new
Government found itself without either support
structure or financial resources to enable it to
revive the economy and restore political stability.
Not enthused by President Aristide, the Bush ad
ministration has exacerbated Haiti’s plight by
blocking international aid, and with its recent
calls for a “thorough change” in governance, is
now seen as backing a dubious opposition. Nat-
urally, Haitians who want to see a genuine de-
mocracy take root in their country fear a return
to the free-for-all chaos that reigned in the late
1980s.

In this election year for President George Bush,
the course of his administration’s policy towards
Haiti is certain to be influenced by the presence
of a sizeable Haitian migrant community in at
least three States in the U.S. and the possibility of
another surge of refugees and illegal immigrants
should the impasse between President Aristide
and his opponents continue. But as the Bush ad-
ministration struggles to extricate itself from the
horrible mess it has created in Iraq, the troubles
in Haiti give Americans an opportunity to reflect
on yet another of Washington’s interventions in
the name of freedom and democracy producing
nothine but tragedy for the alleged beneficiaries.
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