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NEW DELHI, Dec. 5. - Foll\owing Portugal Supreme
Court’s refusal to give any respite to Monica Bedi, CBI
would send a team for Portugal to complete the formal-
ities for the extradition of the cine star.

Monica Bedi, who is in preventive detention in
Portugal, will be extradited to India to face trial in a
passport forgery case. She and her companion Abu
Salem, the underworld don wanted in Bombay serial
blast cases, were arrested in Portugal two years ago,
where they had migrated on fake passports.

- She had approached the Supreme Court in Portugal
for not extraditing her to India. She had also written to
the President and the Prime Minister seeking pardon.
While President and Prime Minister had referred her
plea to home ministry, the Supreme Court turned down
her application. She was jailed in Portugal for two years
for entering the country assuming the name of Sanha
Kamal Mallick on a forged passport.

After her release on 26 September, she was again
placed under detention. Even though she would not be
tried for the 1993 Mumbai serial blasts in which more
than 250 people were killed and thousands injured, she
will be reportedly questioned on Salem’s activities.
Salem and Bedi were arrested in Lisbon on 18
September, 2002 for entering the country on forged

assports. Both had ostensibly started a watch trading
%siness. Salem is facing a jail term of four-and-a-half
years in Portugal for entering the country on forged docu-
ments. His application against the Lisbon High Court
order to extradite him to India is pending with the
Supreme Court. The CBI sources said the officials had
briefed the Portuguese authorities about the gun-running

racket allegedly operated by Salem in India.
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Portugal jolt

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI, Nov. 16. —
Supreme Court of Portugal
has dismissed a petition of
Abu  Salenv’s  girlfriend
Monica Bedi sceking her
release atter completion of
her jail sentence of two ye-
ars in September this year
even as CBI turned down
the request secking cancel-
lation of extradition pro-
ceedings against the little
known Bollywood actress.
Bedi had claimed in her
petition that she had com-
pleted her sentence of two
years in September 17 this
year and that she should
be released now, CBI
sources said. However, the
Portuguese  Prosecutor

17 NOV 2004

fr Monica

General’s office chal
lenged her petition sayin
that she was facing an ex
tradition trial to India an
that she should be kept i1
judicial custody. .

The Supreme Court re-
jected her petition and or-
dered that she should be
kept in judicial custody.
the sources said.

The Portugal Higl
Court had earlier rulec
that Bedi could be extradi
ted to India to face trial it
a case related to posses
sion of forged passport.

Bedi was sentenced tc
two year imprisonment ir
Portugal for entering that
country on a forged docu-
ment and continuing to use
it for stay there. The little-
known Bollywood actress
had also written a letter to
President APJ Abdul Ka-
lam and Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh seeking
pardon and allowing her to
go to Norway where her
parents were settled.

The letter was handed
over to the CBI for opin-
ion on which the agency
suggested to the Govern-
ment that it would not be
feasible to stop the extra-
dition trial against her at
this stage.
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/Monica seeks
¥ Kalam help to
avoid extradition

Our Political Bureau

"NEW DELHI 9 NOVEMBER
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UNDERWORLD don Abu Salem’s girl-
friend Monica Bedi is leaving no stone
unturned in her attempts to thwart her
extradition chances.

After seeking prime ministerial inter-
vention, she has now written a letter to
President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam seeking
pardon for the offence she committed
by procuring passports in an assumed
name. Lodged in a Portugal jail, Bedi's
hand-written letter, requesting a with-
drawal of criminal cases, reached the

i President’s sec-
retariat some
time ago. Presi-
dent  House
spokesman
S.M. Khan
confirmed that
the secretariat
had received a
letter  from
Bedi seeking

Bepi: NABSTIR  pardon. The

letter was for-

warded to the Union home ministry

and ministry of external affairs “for ap-
propriate action”, Mr Khan said.

The Bollywood actress has been in
jail for more than two years after she
was convicted of entering Portugal on
forged travel documents. She had ac-
quired a fake passport from the Hyder-
abad regional passport office in the
name of Sanha Kamal Mallick.

In the letter, she apologised for her
mistake and said she was scared to re-
turn to India as it would not only jeop-
ardise her career and make her life mis-
erable, but would also prevent her from
meeting her parents, who are settled in
Norway. This is the second of two letters
Bedi has shot off in a desperate attempt
to stall extradition proceedings.

Earlier, she had tried to influence the
Portugal courts by saying that she
would not get a fair trial in India.

A few days back, she had written a
similar letter to the PMO, which has
been routed to CBI for an opinion.

The letter states that Abu Salem, who
is also behind the bars in Portugal, had
forced her to secure a forged passport.
Trying to distance herself from the un-
derworld don, she clarified that she had
never used the forged passport while
going out of India or during her stay in
Dubai. The actress has also expressed
herapprehensions regarding CBI ques-
tioning in connection with the 1993
Mumbai bomb blasts, of which she
claims she has no knowledge.

“When the blasts took place, T was
merely 16 years old and was staying in
Norway. My association with Salem
was very limited and it continued tobe
like that even when we were caught in
Portugal,” she said in her letter.

“I'’know that I have committed a mis-
take and allI require isa second chance,”
Bedi said, adding: “Me and my family
are already paying a heavy price formy
association with Salem.” On September
18, 2002, Bedi was caught in Lisbon
travelling under the bogus name of San-
ha Kamal Mallick. Salem and two oth-
ers were accompanying her. Extradition
proceedings against the two are pending
at the Portugal Supreme Court.
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</ extradition treaty

New Delhi: Ushering in a new chapter in
their bilateral relations, India and South Ko-
rea on Monday signed an extradition treaty
and an accord on mutual legal assistance in
criminal matters as they agreed to establish
a longterm cooperative partnership for
peace and prosperity.

The treaties were signed in the presence of
Prime Minister Manmo- o
han Singh and visiting
South Korean President
Roh Moo-Hyun, by ex-
ternal affairs minister
K Natwar Singh and
South Korean minister
of foreign affairs and
trade Ban Ki-Moon.

The prime minister
and Roh held an over 90-
minute meeting cover-
ing a wide range of bi-
lateral, multilateral and
global issues during
which they agreed to es-
tablish a long-term cooperative partnership
for peace and prosperity which will seek to
take advantage of economic complementari-
ties and political convergence. The two sides
decided to step up defence cooperation in ar-
eas like anti-piracy and search and rescue op-
erations. Consultations on expanding coop-
eration in the fight against international ter-
rorism would be carried out through various
bilateral and multilateral mechanisms.

Roh Moo-Hyun with Manmohan Singh
prior to their meeting on Tuesday

Under the extradition treaty, any offence
committed inside or outside the territory of
one party, and which is punishable at the
time of the request, with imprisonment for a
period of at least one year under the laws of
both countries, would be an extraditable of-
fence. The treaty would provide the neces-
sary legal framework for seeking extradition

of fugitive offenders,
including those who
! may be wanted in re-
spect of economic of-
fences. It would pro-
vide a strong legal ba-
sis for cooperation be-
tween the two coun-
tries in dealing with
the unlawful elements.

The treaty on mutual
legal assistance in
criminal matters
would provide for wide
measures of mutual co-
operation for preven-
tion, investigation, prosecution and suppres-
sion of crime falling within the jurisdiction
of the two countries.

Noting the decision to launch a new dialogue
on foreign policy and security by early 2005, cov-
ering regional and international security is-
sues, bilateral defence and service-to-service ex-
changes and counter-terrorism, the two leaders
agreed to further promote exchanges and inter-
action in the defence field, spokesperson said. en
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US Intelhgence soldier
]alled for Ghriaib abuse

Reuters
Baghdad, September 11

4
THE FIRST American mili-
tary intelligence soldier to
be court-martialled over the
Abu Ghraib abuse scandal
was on Saturday sentenced
to eight months in jail, a re-
duction in rank and a bad-
conduct discharge.

Specialist Armin Cruz, a
military intelligence ana-
lyst, had pleaded gullty to
maltreatment and conspira-
¢y to maltreat detainees. The
court martial accepted his
guilty plea. Cruz, 24, is the
eighth person to be indicted
for abusing Iraqi detainees
in an affair that provoked
worldwide outrage when it
broke in April. He was the
second to be sentenced.

Tn an emotional testimony
before being sentenced, Cruz
told the court he took full re-
sponsibility for his actions,
but he offered few explana-
tions. “I knew my actions
were wrong,” he said. “The-
re’s no way to justify it.”

As the first intelligence
operative to be tried, Cruz’s
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case is significant because
the Pentagon has said the
abuse was the work of a few
bad military police acting on
their own, and not on the or-
ders of intelligence officers.

Defence lawyers for some
indicted soldiers say intelli-
gence officers ordered m1h
tary police to “soften up”
prisoners ahead of interro-
gation, and that senior com-
manders knew about or even
sanctioned the abuse.

Stephen Karns, Cruz’s
civilian lawyer, described his
client as a “war hero” who
acted out of character in
Abu Ghraib because he was
suffering from traumatic
stress following a mortar at-
tack, which blew up a close
colleague. Karns said he was
disappointed with the bad-
conduct discharge and
would appeal.

“I believe he can still make
contributions to the US
Army ... I think the army is
losing a lot in this soldier.”

In a report into the abuse
by US Army Major General
George Fay issued last
month, Cruz was identified

as having taken part in the
mistreatment of three pris-
oners at the jail.

A photograph taken on
October 25, 2003, showed
Cruz and two other intelli-
gence soldiers standing in

the background as military
police abused three prison-
ers in the foreground.

Cruz, a reservist from Tex-
as, was assigned to the 325th
Military Intelligence Battal-
ion in Iraq. As an analyst he
was not supposed to be inv-
olved in interrogations, but,
like other analysts, was often
drafted in to help with ques-
tioning. In sworn testimony
presented in another Abu
Ghraib case, Sergeant Sam-
uel Provance said Cruz “was
known to bang on the table,
yell, scream, and maybe as-
saulted detainees during in-
terrogations in the booth”.

Cruz was awarded a Pur-
ple Heart after being wound-
ed in a mortar attack on the
prison in September 2003
and was nominated for a
Bronze Star, an award that
was suspended pending the
abuse investigation.
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Pak rejects proposal for

Q«/J
G- !

i New Delhi: P: 1stan has shot down the
i Indian proposal for an extradition treaty
i between New Delhi and Islamabad, say-
i ing time has not arrived for such a step.

The Indian side had mooted the propos-
: al during the home secretary-level talks in
i Islamabad earlier this month, sources
i said. They said New Delhi, which was
i represented by Union home secretary
i Dhirendra Singh, sought assistance for
i preparing grounds for having an Indo-Pak
i extradition treaty whereby criminals of each other’s na-
¢ tionality could be handed over to face trial.
i The issue figured during Singh’s talks with his Pak-
istani counterpart Tarig Mahmood in Islamabad on Au-
i gust 11-12. The Indian side had emphasised on joint ef-
¢ fortsto check the growth of criminals operating without
! any boundaries. The Pakistani side showed no inclina-
i tion for making any ground work for the treaty, saying
i time had not come for a such a step.

The talks were part of a composite dialogue process

between India and Pakistan which would be reyiewd by
the twg foreign ministers—Natwar Singh afid Khur-

Thi LR ~F ”‘JD;A

“ extradition treaty

sheed Muhammed Kasuri—in New Del-
hi early next month.

The Indian side has already submitted
a fresh list of 25 most wanted criminals
which included Dawood Ibrahim, seven
accused in the hijacking of IC-814 and
others, most of them, involved in the
1993 Mumbai serial bomb blasts. The
Pakistani side showed complete igno-
rance about the list, the sources said. In-
dia also proposed extending mutual le-
gal assistance in criminal matters but the suggestion
was turned down by Pakistan, saying such matters were
not on the agenda.

The Indian side emphasised that such measures could
help in further strengthening the confidence-building
measures between the two countries.Surprisingly, there
was no response from Islamabad, the sources said. At
the two-day talks which dealt on terrorism and drug
trafficking, India raised issues like still existing terror-
ist infrastructure in Pakistan and continued function-
ing of militant groups like the Lashkar-e-Toiba and the
Jaish-e-Mohammad. Agencies A/
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- Abu Ghraib & the Milosevic

W

EN A United States
court in 2001 ordered
the Saddam Hussein
Government to pay $6.7

million to two American citizens, Da-
vid Daliberti and Bill Barloon, for the
torture they suffered at Abu Ghraib
prison in 1995, the ruling was hailed
by neoconservatives as a landmark
one. The Torture Victims Protection
Act (TVPA) had been amended in
1996 to let victims bring tort claims
against sovereign governments in a
U.S. court. Daliberti and Barloon,
who had been arrested after “stray-
ing” over the Kuwait-Iraq border and
held for five months, filed a case al-
leging torture while in Iraqi custody.
Ruling in their favour, U.S. District
Judge Louis Oberdorfer said the
treatment meted out to the two
Americans — being held in cells with
no water and toilet, being kicked and
threatened with electric shocks to
their genitals — was “more than
enough to meet the definition of
torture in the [TVPA].”

Emboldened by this judgment —
and by the fact that the U.S. occupa-
tion of Iraq in 2003 would make it
easier to enforce the ruling of an
American court — Abdullah Alkhu-
zai, who had been tortured by the
Saddam regime at Abu Ghraib in
1991, filed a suit under the TVPA
against the former Iraqi President
and ‘Chemical Ali'. In November
2003, notice was sent to the two men,
who were in U.S. custody, and on
June 14, 2004, a federal court award-
ed Mr. Alkhuzai $88 million. By then,
however, the situation had changed.
Abu Ghraib had become synony-
mous with torture by Americans. So
even as Mr. Alkhuzai happily de-
clared, “I feel the USA got my justice
for me,” the Bush administration in-
tervened to make sure other Iraqis
did not start getting ideas.

Within days of the award, the court
was informed of the Justice Depart-
ment’s interest. “In light of the signif-
icant foreign policy interests of the
U.S. related to the evolving situation
in Iraq, and the legal consequences
of various actions of the President ...
taken in furtherance of those inter-
ests, the U.S. is currently considering
its participation in this litigation,” a
notice filed by Assistant Attorney
General Peter D. Keisler stated.

What are these “legal consequenc-
es of various actions of the Presi-
dent” that the notice refers to? Is this
merely a reference to the adminis-
tration’s desire to use the assets of
the erstwhile Saddam regime for Ira-
qi reconstruction rather than for
compensating victims? Or could it be
an elliptical reference to the torture
of Iraqi prisoners by the U.S. Occu-

_pation Authority and the fear that

judgments of this kind could open
the floodgates to similar claims by
Abu Ghraib’s most recent victims?

\9Q

By Siddharth Varadarajan

as Slobodan Milosevic was prosecuted,
charges can be brought against George W. Bush
and Donald Rumsfeld for the commission of war
crimes by their subordinates.

Either way, the Justice Department
declared last week that Mr. Alkhu-
zai’s claim was null and void because
notice on Mr. Hussein and ‘Chemical
Ali’ had been “improperly served.”
The wheels of justice had turned full
circle.

Parallel with this effort to block
tort claims against torture, attempts
are under way to cover up the extent
to which the U.S. is responsible for
grave breaches of the Geneva Con-
ventions by either sanctioning or
condoning the torture of Iraqgi POWs
and civilian captives. The report by
Lt. Gen Paul Mikoloashek, released
on July 22, blames the “unauthorised
decisions of a few individuals” for the
“abuse” of Iraqi prisoners and con-
tradicts the earlier findings of Maj.
Gen. Antonio Taguba that the abuses
were “systemic and illegal.” Courts
martial are under way against indi-
vidual soldiers but the sentences
pronounced are rematkably light. In
May 2004, two U.S. soldiers, Andrew
Sting and Jeremiah Trefny, pleaded
guilty to giving electric shocks to an
Iraqi prisoner. They received 12 and
eight months in prison respectively.
Daliberti and Barlow got $6.8 million
for being threatened with electric
shocks. One wonders how much the
Iraqi that Sting and Trefny electro-
cuted might be awarded if he were to
move Judge Oberdorfer’s court un-
der the TVPA. And one wonders how
the Justice Department would react.

As these trials proceed, no one
seems interested in finding out at
what level the torture was sanc-
tioned. Above all, there has been lit-
tle debate about the command
responsibility of Defence Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld and President Ge-
orge W. Bush in failing to take steps
to prevent the torture and killing of
Iraqi prisoners. What makes the ab-
sence of a debate all the more sur-
prising is the existence of a
voluminous paper trail of official me-
mos that indicates the connivance of
the Bush administration in devising
legal arguments to justify the torture
of prisoners captured in its so-called
war on terrorism. The memos, gener-
ated by the U.S. Justice Department
and the Pentagon between January
2002 and April 2003, suggest system-
atic attempts were rhade to push the
envelope on “aggressive interroga-
tion” of captives.

Of all the memos, the one written
on August 1, 2002, by Jay S. Bybee,
Assistant Attorney General, for Alber-
to R. Gonzales, Counsel to the Presi-

dent, makes for the most disturbing
reading. Parsing a U.S. court judg-
ment under the TVPA in Mehinovic
vs. Vukovic, Mr. Bybee disputes “the
court’s determination that a beating
in which ‘Vuckovic hit plaintiff Sub-
asic and kicked him in the stomach
with his military boots while Subasic
was forced into a kneeling position’
constituted torture. To be sure this
beating caused Subasic substantial
pain. But that pain pales in compari-
son to the other acts described in this
case. To the extent the opinion can
be read to endorse the view that this
single act and the attendant pain,
considered in isolation, rose to the
level of ‘severe pain and suffering’,
we would disagree with such a view
based on our interpretation of the
criminal statute.”

What Mr. Bybee was telling the
White House was that inflicting “sub-
stantial pain” on a prisoner during
interrogation would not constitute
torture since torture requires “severe
pain.” Is it all that improbable that

armed with this advice, the message .

went down to footsoldiers like Trefny
and Lyndie England at Abu Ghraib
that it was all right to hurt their
captives?

Elsewhere, Mr. Bybee said that
“even if an interrogation method
were to violate USC 2340 [the U.S.
Torture Statute], the statute would be
unconstitutional if it impermissibly
encroached on the President’s con-
stitutional power to conduct a mil-
itary campaign... [since] the
information gained from interroga-
tions may prevent future attacks by
foreign enemies.” Mr. Bybee also
comes close to the crime of conspir-
acy to commit torture: “Even if an
interrogation method might argua-
bly cross the line drawn in Section
2340 and application of the statute
was not held to be an unconstitu-
tional infringement of the President’s
Commander-in-Chief authority,” he
advises, “we believe that under the
current circumstances certain justifi-
cation defences might be available
that would potentially eliminate
criminal liability.” Among these: the
“standard criminal law defences of
necessity and self-defence.”

It is astonishing that despite the
existence of such documents — and
only censored versions of these me-
mos have been released — there is
no clamour within the U.S. to bring
charges against Mr. Bush and Mr.
Rumsfeld for the commission of war
crimes by their subordinates.

o Ap6 N
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Louise Arbour, chief prosecutor of
the International Criminal Tribunal
for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY),
had no such documentary evidence
when she indicted Yugoslav Presi-
dent Slobodan Milosevic in 1999 on
four counts of crimes against hu-
manity and violations of the laws of
war. The crimes concerned the death
of 340 Kosovar Albanians at the
hands of the Yugoslav security forces.
Paragraph 84 of the indictment states
that “in as much as he has authority
or control over the VJ (Yugoslav ar-
my) ... Slobodan Milosevic, as presi-
dent of the FR of Yugoslavia ... is also
criminally responsible for the acts of
his subordinates.” Para 88 states, “A
superior is responsible for the acts of
his subordinate(s) if he knew or had
reason to know that his subordinate
(s) was/were about to commit such
acts or had done so and the superior
failed to take necessary and reason-
able measures to prevent such
acts...”

Ms. Arbour’s indictment of Mr.
Milosevic was a political one but the
logic about command responsibility
is robust. The Statute of the Interna-
tional Criminal Court uses similar
language but then neither the U.S.
nor Iraq is a party. Ms. Arbour is now
the U.N. High Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights. The body has no legal
teeth but the former ICTY prosecutor
has added to its impotence by not
speaking out against Washington’s
attempts to hush up the torture is-
sue. On July 29, Dr. Halima Warzazi,
outgoing chair of the U.N. subcom-
mission on the protection of rights,
made an impassioned plea that the
world remember Abu Ghraib. What,
she asked, had been the reaction to
the photographs of torture by those
whose job it was to detect and con-
demn flagrant violations of human
rights? Ms. Arbour, who has that job,
and who spoke after her, preferred
silence on the issue.

With U.N. bodies powerless, the
only place Abu Ghraib’s Iraqi victims
can seek justice is in the U.S. itself.
Criminal prosecutions can perhaps
be filed under the Torture Statute
and War Crimes Act and tort claims
under the TVPA.

" Soon after he ordered the invasion
of Iraq, Mr. Bush publicly declared
that those who mistreated prisoners
would be considered war criminals.
On March 23, 2003, he was asked for
his reaction to the Iraqi capture of
U.S. soldiers. “I expect... the POWs ...
to be treated humanely. And — just
like we’re treating the prisoners that
we have captured humanely. If not,
the people who mistreat the prison-
ers will be treated as war criminals.”

The U.S. legal system, and beyond
that, the American court of public
opinion, owes it to the world to turn
Mr. Bush’s promise into reality.
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World court rules Israeli barrier is illegal

Associated Press
The Hague/Jerusalem, July 9

THE HIGHEST UN court ruled on
Friday that Israel’s planned 425-mile-
long barrier in the West Bank violates
international law and urged the Unit-
ed Nations to take action to stop its
construction.

The International Court of Justice
dismissed Israel’s arguments that the
barrier was essential for its security
and said the system of walls and
fences went too far in infringing on
the freedom of the Palestinians. The
~ourt also ordered Israel to pay repa-
-ations to Palestinians harmed by the
yarrier and return land seized to con-
struct the wall.

“The court accordingly finds that
he construction of the wall, and its as-
jociated regime, are contrary to inter-
1ational laws,” said court president
3hi Jiuyong of China said, who was re-
ading the lengthy and complex ruling.

“The court is of the view that the
United Nations, and especially the
General Assembly and the Security

Council, should consider what fur-
ther action is required to bring to an
end the illegal situation resulting
from the construction of the wall.”

The judges were unexpectedly unit-
ed in backing the decisions, with a
vote of 14 to 1 for most paragraphs.
Only the American judge dissented.

The 15-member court’s advisory
opinions are non-binding but bear
moral, historic and political weight.
They can be the basis for UN action.

The advisory opinion was sought
by the UN General Assembly in De-
cember at the Palestinians’ request.
The court heard three days of testi-
mony in February.

The court dismissed Israel’s objec-
tions that the General Assembly acted
irregularly in asking for an advisory
opinion. It also rebuffed Israel’s argu-
ment - supported by the US and several
European countries — the court sh-
ould refrain from interfering because
the issue was political, not legal, and
could disrupt West Asian peace efforts.

White House spokesman Scott Mc-

o
WALL DECONSTRUCTED Zg r;y

THE BARRIER

The network of wire fences and
cement walls runs close to the
‘Green Line’ boundary between
Israel and the West Bank before
the 1967 West Asia war. The barrier
will extend for over 600 km. About
200 km have been completed and
work continues on other sections
at a cost of $2 million per km

THE PLAYERS

Israel says it is the best way to
keep out suicide bombers.
Palestinians call the barrier an
‘apartheid wall’ to seala
permanent hold on occupied
territory and deny them a state

POSSIBLE OUTCOMES

Any opinion the court renders on
the legality of the barrier will be
non-binding. But Israel fears the
General Assembly, where pro-
Palestinian sentiment is strong,
could use the ruling to lobby for
sanctions against it

WORLD REACTION

The wall has drawn international
condemnation and even Israel's
main ally, the US, has called it
unhelpful. But the US, EU, and
Russia oppose the ruling, saying it
may interfere with peacemaking

Clellan denounced the decision, say-
ing the US believed the dispute
should be resolved politically. “We’'ve
always said that is not the appropri-
ate form to resolve what is a political
issue,” he said aboard Air Force One.
The court said the wall was routed
in a way that would encompass 80 per-
cent of Jewish settlers, while cutting
off more than 230,000 Palestinians
from their surrounding areas.
Despite Israel’s protests that the
barrier was temporary and not de-
signed as a political boundary, the

REACTIONS

AP

WALL OF CONTENTION A Palestinian youth carries a banner depicting the demolishing of the separation barrier
during a rally supporting the ruling of the International Court of Justice in the West Bank village of Bidu West on Friday.

court said it could amount to “de fac-
to annexation”. It said the building of
the wall “severely impedes the exer-
cise of the Palestinian people of its
right to self-determination, and there-
fore is a breach of Israel’s obligation
to the respect of that right”.

Outraged Israel not to comply

Israel on Friday said it will not com-
ply by the ruling of the International
Court of Justice on the West Bank
separation fence and would instead

abide by the judgement of its own
Supreme Court which has raised ob-
jections to the planned route.

Deputy Prime Minister, Yosef Lapid
said that Israel would honour only its
own court judgements, such as the
June 30 High Court of Justice ruling
ordering the defence establishment to
re-route a 30-km stretch of the separa-
tion fence northwest of Jerusalem.

The Supreme Court had held that
the fence was a security barrier rather
than a political one, but that Israel
must balance security considerations

10 JUL 2004

against the needs of local residents.
“Now, of course, there is the limitation
the Supreme Court of Justice imposed
in Israel, and we will comply with our
High Court decisions, and not with the
panel of EU nations, which are not ex-
actly suspected of excessive sympathy
for Israel,” Lapid said.

Accusing the ICJ of bipartisan at-
titude, the National Director of the
Anti-Defamation League, Abe Fox-
man, said, “We thought for a moment
the court would rise above prejudice,
but as it turns out, it didn’t.”
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Blair adfnig U.K. breached Geneva

By Richard Norton-Taylor \/\/ further ériticism from the

LONDON, JUNE 30. Arabs detained
by the U.S. complained about
their treatment to British intelli-
gence officers who on one occa-
sion questioned an Iraqi
prisoner in conditions which
breached the Geneva conven-
tion, the British Prime Minister,
Tony Blair, has admitted.

The disclosure was made yes-
terday by the U.K.’s parliamen-
tary security and intelligence
committee, which also attacked
the Government for failing to
respond to its earlier criticism

! of the use of intelligence in the

| run-up to the war against Irag.

The Government is expecting

THE HINDU

W\ G\
utler
committee to investigate the
use of intelligence before the in-
vasion of Iraq. Its report will be
published on July 14, the eve of
two by-elections.

Yesterday’s report disclosed
that two British intelligence of-
ficers were present when they
interviewed an Iraqi prisoner.
“The detainee was brought in
hooded and shackled by the
U.S. military, and remained so
during the one hour interview,”
Mr. Blair said in a letter to the
intelligence committee.

The letter, which the commit-
tee described as ‘“very recent”,
is censored to cover up the loca-
tion of interrogations conduct-

ed by British
officers.

In his letter, Mr. Blair said
they ‘“understood these mea-
sures to be for security purposes
and did not report it at the time
since they were not then aware
that hooding - was
unacceptable.”

With one exception, he said,
interviews were conducted “in
a manner consistent with the
principles laid down in the Ge-
neva convention.” However,
Mr. Blair added: “Some of the
detainees questioned by U.K.
intelligence personnel have
complained — either during
their detention or subsequently
— about their treatment in de-

intelligence

rules

tention.” He told the committee
that British interrogations in
Guantanamo Bay and Bagram,
in Afghanistan, had helped to
counter threats from Islamic
terrorism in Britain, and in Iraq
had ‘facilitated’ the disruption
of planned attacks against coali-
tion forces there.

On Monday, Mr. Blair said
that he was still in discussion
with the U.S. authorities over
the release of four Britons held
at Guantanamo Bay. The report
attacked as “‘extremely unsatis-
factory” U.K's failure to re-
spond to the committee's
criticism last year of the Iraqi”
weapons dossier. — ©Guar-
dian Newspapers Limited 2004
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'SCANDAL IN II

nant General Kurt Mael-

zer, the commander of the
German garrison in Rome, was
tried by the United States Mili-
tary Commission in Florence,
Italy, in September 1946. He had
paraded several hundred British
and American prisoners of war
through the streets of the Italian
capital. During the parade, on-
lookers threw sticks and stones at
them. Numerous photographs
“were_taken and published in the
_Ttalian press. Maelzer was con-
Y victed of “exposing prisoners of
war ... in his custody to acts of
violence, insults and public cu-
nosny and was sentenced to, 10
‘years’ imprisonment, later redu-
ced to three years. Will the US
and UK governments follow the

During World War II Lieute-

same standards for their own sol- -

diers who, after almost 58 years,
have committed even more
serious crimes in Iraq?

Tall claim

The reported torture and sexu-
al abuses of Iraqi prisoners inside
Abu Gharib prison by US sol-
diers has exposed Americans.
Their tall claim of liberating
Iraqis from Saddam’s tyranny

~has already proved hollow with
increasing number of innocent
civilians being tortured and kill-
ed on a daily basis. At least 25
prisoners have reported been
brutally murdered by American
troops stationed in Iraq.

A 53-page secret internal army
report, authored by Lt General
Recardo Sanchez, the top US
officer in Iraq, in possession of
the New Yorker reveals that
“sadistic, blatant and wanton
criminal abuses” regularly take
place in US controlled Iraqi pri-
sons. The abuses reported by the

* New Yorker included “breaking
chemical lights and pouring the
phosphorus acid on detainees,
beating them with a broom han-
dle and a chair, threatening male
detainees with rape; sodomising
1 detainee with a chemical light
»r perhaps a broom stick”.

These misdeeds of US-UK
soldiers have been caught in
cameras and have been carried
by many TV channels and news-
papers. These photographs are
so humiliating that it can outrage
any civilised person. One such

The author teaches intermational
humanitarian law in the department
of political science, Aligarh Muslim
University

2y )

photograph shows US troops
smiling, laughing, posing and
giving the thumbs up sign as
naked male Iraqi prisoners, their
heads covered with hoods, are
piling up on top of one another
to form a pyramid or positioning
to simulate sex acts with one ano-

ther. Another photograph shows

soldiers from US aily Britain tor-
turing and urinating on a shack-
led and hooded male Iraqi priso-
ner. One US General has also re-
vealed that the cell block where
the abuses allegedly took place
was under the control of military
intelligence and attempts were
made to systematically keep in-
ternational red cross out. More-
over, what have been reported or
photographed are merely the tip
of the iceberg.

All these abuses are a clear
manifestation of the US dis-
regard for the well established
rules of International Humanita-
rian Law which seek to humanise
the warfare. The brutalities com-
mitted by US-UK soldiers are in
stark violation of the third
Geneva Convention relating to
treatment of prisoners of war.

Geneva Convention

The rules of Geneva conven-
tions, which form the basis of
IHL, having acquired the status
of customary norms are binding
upon all countries even though
they might have neither signed
nor ratified them. -Article 13
mandates the basic standards of
treatment for prisoners which
states that “prisoners of war

must at all times be humanely
treated”. Reprisals against priso-
ners are expressly prohibited and
they must also be protected from

-”:‘,, 1do not have any lust forpow-

v1olence, mtlmldation, insults
and public curiosity. Prisoners
are also entitled under Article
14, “in all circumstances to res-
pect for their person and hon-
our.” Article 75 of the additional
protocol to Geneva Conventions
has more specifically prohibited
“outrage upon personal dignity

in particular humiliating and de-
grading treatment, enforced
prostitution and any forms of
indecent assault”.

The underlying principle on
which prisoners have been accor-
ded such protection is that being
a prisoner of war is no way a
form of punishment. The Inter-
national Military Tribunal at
Nuremberg established after
World War II noted that “capti-
vity is neither revenge nor pun-
ishment, but solely protective
custody... to prevent prisoners of
war from further participation in
the war”. It is disgusting to note
that while the US itself talked
about human treatment of its few
prisoners in early days of Guif
War II, now it has maintained a
mysterious silence. This double-
speak of Mr Bush is indeed
harming the US claim as the
world leader of civilised nations
and raises doubts about its com-
mitment to civil liberties.

The media plays an important
role in helping to ensure respect
for IHL. However, in some cases
the very act of taking, publishing
or transmitting pictures of a
prisoner of war in humiliating
position may wound his sense of
honour and, therefore, violates
Article 13. Unfortunately due to
general ignorance of the provi-
sions of the Geneva Convention,
this issue has not drawn much

when there is a change in
government.. This is because all -

lil-gotten wealth of the ruimg

~ parties, which are on their way
out, is taken out of the stock
if- market. A similar thing seemsto
~ have happened here. — Mr
-1 Sitaram - Yechury, CPI—M poi'
',..buro member L

the last nine years. 1
am fully satisfied.
%r N-(%laandrababu

: hat 1 am more

sxsters B:har must be ngen .vthc
opportunity to move on the
to.progress. — MrLaloo
Yadav, after returning to P

* .
I have no regrets We have letn

done our best to be f
serve the people in
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Horrendous Acts Should Not Go Unpumshed

By AFTAB ALAM

protest and attention.

The irony of the situation is
that both the US and the UK
governments are trying to under-
play the whole issue. Instead of
arresting the culprits and initia-
ting criminal proceedings against
them, the US. government has
51mply issued the letter of ‘repri-
mand’ and ‘admonishment’. Un-
like the US which has at least
owned up to the charges, the Bri-
tish government, seems to be un-
abashed. Instead of showing any
sense of regret, it is questioning
the veracity of the pictures.

Bush's plea

The plea of the US President
to Iraqis “to judge his nation on
its avowed principles, not the
scene of degradation in Irag”
and the British government’s
plea that “actions of a few rogue
elements should not detract from
the good work being done by the
British armed forces in Iraq”, are
sinister attempts to dilute the
issue further. If no urgent and

. concrete steps are taken to heal

the injured honour of Arabs in
general and Iragis in particular,

‘it would further aggravate the

situation as more and more¢
Iragis will be forced to join the
ongoing armed resistance agains
occupying powers making eacl
passing day for them more diffi
cult. Let Mr Bush understan
that it is this kind of injustic
humiliation and denial of dignit
which produces terrorists.

What is now required is
thorough investigation of :

" alleged cases of violation of 1F

by the allied forces from ve
first day of their war on Iraq a
refer the entire matter to
international criminal tribu
which may be established by t
Security Council on the patt
of Yugoslavia and Rwanc
tribunals. Alternatively the o
ter may be referred to the ne
constituted International Cri
nal Court by the Security Cou
acting under chapter seven ot
UN charter. The internatic
community bears the respc
bility to ensure that such g
and horrendous acts do nc
unpunished. The Iraqi pr
scandal throws some light a
why US is so reluctant to ra
the statute of the Internatio
Criminal Court enabling its s
diers to crush the dignity
others who dare to challenge
and commit such obnoxious ac
with impurity.

nl bemg denied the E




More brutal images stun Americans

PoWs were sodomised, force-fed pork and liquor, rsﬁﬁen like animals

By Chidanand Rajghatta/TNN

Washington: Iraqi prisoners
were forced to retrieve their
food from the toilet, ridden like
animals, and sexually assault-
ed, according to horrific new
revelations published in the US
media on Friday.

Prisoners have provided chill-
ing testimony to US investigators
about how they were force-fed
pork and liquor, pressed to de-
nounce Islam, and forced to mas-
turbate in front of female sol-
diers. The abuses occured during
the holy month of Ramzan.

The disclosures, which go be-
yond what has already been re-
vealed, come from a cache of
new documents, photographs
and video footage obtained by
and published in the ‘Washing-
ton Post’. Some of the images
are so graphic and violent that
the paper cautioned readers on
its website.

One particularly grotesque
account spoke of an army trans-
lator sexually assaulting a
screaming young boy while it
was documented by a female
soldier taking pictures. In a sep-

arate })Gtance, American sol-

One among the latest graphic photographs shows a hooded Iraqi
detainee cuffed at the ankle and chained to a door handle,
balancing between two boxes at the Abu Ghraib prison

diers sodomised a prisoner with
a phosphoric light while anoth-
er female soldier took pictures.
In a graphic account, one de-
tainee told investigators that
American soldiers who

sodomised and beat him began
by holding him down and
spreading his legs as one soldier
prepared to open his pants. I
started screaming,” he said.

A soldier stepped on his head,

he said, and someone broke a
phosphoric light and spilled the
chemicals on him. “I was glowing
and they were laughing,” he said.
The detainee said the soldiers
eventually brought him to a room
and sodomised him with a night-
stick. “They were taking pictures
of me during all thege instances,”

_ he told the investigators.

‘The Post’ chose to publish
possibly the mildest’of the pic-
tures on page one, showing a US
soldier restraining a military
dog as it snarls a foot in front of
ashirking Iraqi prisoner. A more
graphic picture inside showed a
naked Iraqi prisoner caked in
mud or blood or excreta walking
with his ankles cuffed.

The brutal accounts, which
further undermine the reasons
for US occupation of Iraqg osten-
sibly to return the country to a
civil rule —have horrified the
American public. Support for
Bush and his war on Iraq is now
at an all-time low, and even law-
makers have now begun compar-
ing the situation to Vietnam.
Bush made a rare trip to Capitol
Hill on Thursday to rally his Re-
publican troops against a rising
public sentiment against the war.

Gl
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_/u.yoldier given one year
oy

or abusing PoWs .- |

Baghdad: US pri ?guard Jeremy Sivits was up the detainees on behalf of military intelli- .
sentenced to the magximum term of one yearin gence. He told the court he did not believe it.
jail on Wednesday\after pleading guilty to “They had told me before they were asked to -
charges over the abuse of Iraqi prisoners in- do this and keep doing what they were doing.
side Abu Ghraib jail at a court martial. “They said they were

A military policeman, g7 told by military intelli-
the 24-year-old Sivits was §. gence .. To keep doing
given a bad conduct dis- what they were doing to
charge and reduced from the inmates because it
the rank of specialist to § was working, they were
the lowest rank of pri- talking.”

AFP

vate, which he will keep Sivits also admitted be-
until he is discharged ing involved in a conspira-
from the army after com- cy to pile inmates on top of
pleting his jail sentence. each other in a pyramid
Sivits admitted conspira- but denied having taken
cy to maltreatment of de- any photos on that occa-
tainees and dereliction of sion. Earlier the arraign-
duty around November 8 ments began for the three
last year in the first trial soldiers charged with

over the scandal thathas A US soldier stands behind an Iraqi  apy;5ing prisoners at Abu
rocked the US-led forces Woman waiting for information outside  Gy,-5ih" ang all three de-
and President George W, Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq on Wednesday ¢o,.10q entering pleas. Col
Bush’s administration. Pohl heading the court-martial, set a new hear-
He admitted leading a detainee to a pile of ing in the cases for June 21.
inmates on the floor and then took a photo- Sgt. Javal Davis, 26, of Maryland, Spc
graph of them while another guard, specialist Charles Graner Jr, of Uniontown, Pennsylva-
Charles Graner, kneeled on them and pretend- nia and staff Sgt. Ivan 1. Frederick of Buck-
ed to punch another in the head. ingham, Virginia appeared in the courtroom
Sivits told the court that one of the six sol- at the Baghdad convention centre, located in
diers he was with claimed they were softening the heavily guarded green zone. agencies
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"Rumsfeld okayed
prison torture,

says US |

Agencies
Washington, May 16 %

US DEFENCE Secretary Don-
ald Rumsfeld approved a se-
cret programme that encour-
aged interrogation methods
used at Abu Ghraib prison,
where Iraqi prisoners were
abused, The New Yorker mag-
azine said today.

Rumsfeld had approved “a
highly secret operation” last
year, which “encouraged phys-
ical coercion and the sexual
humiliation of Iraqi prisoners
in an effort to generate more
intelligence about the growing
insurgency inIraq”, investiga-
tive reporter Seymour Hersh
wrote, citing current and for-
mer intelligence officials.

The Pentagon called the as-
sertions “outlandish, conspira-
torial, and filled with anony-
mous conjecture”. It denied
that Rumsfeld or any Pentagon
official had sanctioned the in-
terrogation programme.

Hersh said the clandestine
defence department operation
was known as a special-access

~programme (SAP). Its rules
were “Grab whom you must.
Do what you want”, according
to one former intelligence offi-
cial. Hersh says Rumsfeld left
the detailed planning to Penta-
gon intelligence chief Steve
Cambone, but the programme
was ultimately approved by
Rumsfeld and the chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen-
eral Richard Myers.

The Defence Secretary’s de-
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An lragi prisoner at Abu Ghraib.

cision to import such tech-
niques into Iraq, after their
use in Afghanistan, was op-
posed by members of US in-
telligence organisations, the
report said. “They said, ‘No
way. We signed up for the core
programme in Afghanistan,
pre-approved for operations
against high-value terrorist
targets, and now you want to
use it for cab drivers, broth-
ers-in-law, and people pulled
off the streets’,” a former in-
telligence official told Hersh.
The intelligence source said
the CIA objected to the pro-
gramme’s use inside Abu
Ghraib, were a scandal involv-
ing the mistreatment of Iraqis
has sparked Democratic calls
for Rumsfeld’s resignation.

& Related reports on Page 13
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“"American beheaded ‘

for-tat action

[ [ ] '

In tit-
Baghdad: An American
civilian who was beheaded in

a grisly video posted on an Al.

Qaida-linked website had
been warned to leave Iraq but
he refused, the US officials
said on Wednesday.

The masked men who
butchered him claimed that
they were angered by coali-
tion abuses of Iraqi prison-
ers. The American captive
identified himself as Nick
Berg (26), of West Chester,
Pennsylvania. His body was
found near a highway in
Baghdad on Saturday, the
same day he was beheaded, a
US official said.

After pushing Berg to the
floor, the men severed his
head and held it up for the
camera on the video posted on
Tuesday. It bore the title “Abu
Musab al-Zargawi shown
slaughtering an American,”
referring to an associate of
Osama bin Laden, believed to
be behind a wave of suicide
bombings in Irag. It was un-
clear whether al-Zargawi was
shown in the video or simply
ordered the execution. Al-Zar-
gawi also is sought in the as-
sassination of a US diplomat
in Jordan in :

The Al .Qaida affiliate

/.

AFP

~

o

This video still, obtained from an Islamist website on

\ank
1\ RLAYS

Tuedsay, shows five hooded gunmen standing behind the US
businessman Nick Berg before he was beheaded

group said it was ready to
take on Pakistani seldiers on
the borders with
Afghanistan. The men sent a
warning to US President
George W. bush saying the
death of the civilian was to
avenge the abuse of Iragi
prisoners by US soldiers.
Al-Zarqawi sent another
message to Pakistan Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf.
“Another message to the
agent traitor Pervez Mushar-

raf, we tell you that we are ec
ger to meet your soldiers. B
God, we seek them before th
Americans and we wic
avenge the blood of our
brothers in Wana and oth
ers,” the masked man said.

The Pakistani government
gave foreign militants until
Tuesday to turn themselves
in, saying they would be al-
lowed to stay in Pakistan if
they live peacefully, but none
had yet come forwarg. a»

3 +~Afghan gives graphic

account of US ahuse

Abul (Afghanistan): A former Afghan po-
lice colonel gave a graphic account in an in-
terview this week of being subjected to
beating, kicking, sleep deprivation, taunts
and sexual abuse during about 40 days he
spent in American custody in Afghanistan
last summer. He also said he had been re-
peatedly photographed, often while naked.
“I swear to God, those photos shown on tel-
evision of the prison in Iraq those things hap-
pened tome as well,” the former officer, Sayed
Nabi Siddiqui, 47, said in the interview on
Sunday at his home in the village of Sheikho,
on the edge of the eastern town of Gardez.
His account could not be independently
verified, but members of the Afghan Inde-
pendent Human Rights Commission ac-
companied a reporter during the interview
and said his story matched the one given to
them last fall, shortly after his release and
long before the abuse at the Abu Ghraib
near Baghdad came to light. The commis-
sion; which was set up by the transitionatl

NYT

Sayed Nabi Siddiqui, at his home in
Sheikho village, describes the

mistreatment he suffered while in US

custody for 40 days last year

government of President Hamid Karzai in
2002, and receives money from the United
States Congress and other foreign donors,
has in recent months received 44 com-
plaints against various actions by Ameri-
can forces. wvT News Service
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A
Abusing an already abEsed people

he idea that Iraq wis mvaded in order to free it from
Saddam Hussein’s tyranny has been dented already by
reports of American troops periodically opening fire on
unarmed civilians, as well as by the administrative ineptness
of the coalition’s governing authority. The proverbial last
straw may be images of sadistic torture of Iraqi POWs by US
military intelligence that have been broadcast by an Ameri-
can TV network, The irony is not going to be lost on an Iraqi
and Arab audience that these are photos taken inside Abu
Ghraib prison, a place outside Baghdad which used to be
synonymous with torture and executions during Saddam
Hussein’s rule. As if not to be outdone, a British newspaper
has also published photos of British soldiers beating with
rifle butts and urinating on a shackled and hooded Iraqi
prisoner. We have it from Prime Minister Tony Blair that
“we went to Iraq to get rid of that type of thing, not to do
it.” It is, however, too late for such recriminations. Those
images exist and will inflame the Iraqi resistance; they will
also reverberate through the Arab world where they will, in
all probability, draw thousands of new Al Qaeda recruits.
The abuse has been exposed by fellow soldiers and by US
and British media, that raises more questions than it ans-
wers. Is it a one-off whose perpetrators will be taken to task,
as the Pentagon is saying about the Abu Ghraib abuses, or
are these only the cases for which photographic evidence
exists and which have subsequently come to light? A 53 page
US army report reveals “sadistic, blatant and wanton crimi-
nal abuses” as part of the softening up process before in-
terrogation at the Abu Ghraib, which has led to at least one
death. Amnesty International says it is not surprised at the
photos, since its own investigations revealed torture at Abu
Ghraib and other prisons operated by coalition authorities.
Most chilling is the involvement of private security contrac-
tors in the running of coalition prisons and in interrogation
procedures, a fact that finds mention in the US army report.
If one puts that together with the public abuse and muti-
lation visited on the bodies of four American security con-
tractors killed in Fallujah, one might get a sense of why
these characters arouse such public loathing. /
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Iraqi Prisoners of War offer a peek into t
tal record set by the forces in neo-colonial oc-
cupation of this West Asian country. Inmates of
the Abu Ghraib prison outside Baghdad were
stripped naked and piled in a human pyramid,
forced to simulate sex with one another, at-
tacked by dogs, and wired to receive electric
shocks. Personnel of the military police con-
tingent assigned to guard these prisoners add-
ed insult to injury by taking photographs that
have now been telecast across the world. While
the high command of the United States military
ordered an investigation and promised to puni-
sh the guilty, it appears intent on establishing
that the guilt for these barbaric acts devolves
upon a few perverted soldiers in the lower
ranks. This will amount to an obfuscation since
lawyers for the soldiers have asserted that their
clients were instructed by officers of military
intelligence units to deal with the prisoners in
an inhumane manner. The troops were appar-
ently indoctrinated to believe that they must
cast aside the restraints of morality and com-
mon decency as they went about the task of
subjugating Iraqis. The Abu Ghraib episode was
not the only occasion of the American military
violated international conventions; its soldiers
have been just as vicious during combat oper-
ations.

Information about the ruthless methods
adopted by the occupation forces has trickled
out notwithstanding the strenuous efforts of
the Coalition Provisional Authority to control
the news flow. Hospitals, schools and private
residences were attacked in the course of oper-
ations against the Iraqi national resistance. Ae-
rial bombardment has been liberally resorted to
and heavy armour sent into civilian neighbour-

4529 THE HORRO OF THE OCCUPATION

hoods. In Fallu]ah U.S. marine snipers targeted
ambulances and those who were clearly non-
combatants, including the elderly, women and
children. Soldiers from contingents sent by oth-
er countries, such as the United Kingdom, are
also known to have acted in an equally inhu-
mane fashion on many occasions. The totality
of the damage caused to Iraqi civilians might
never be known since the relevant data, includ-
ing casualty rates, have not been tabulated. The
information currently available provides only a
faint indication of the calamitous effects of the
invasion and occupation.

In hiring civilians to carry out dirty work, such
as the interrogation of prisoners, the occupation
forces have found a way to bypass international
law. The civilians accused of involvement in the
atrocities committed in Abu Ghraib, including
one who is alleged to have raped an Iraqi teen-
ager, are likely to get away with their crimes. An
occupation force that speedily instituted a tri-
bunal to try Iraq’s deposed President Saddam
Hussein now claims it has no jurisdiction over
the civilian firms that have been contracted to
carry out many of the operations traditionally
reserved for the military. The personnel of firms
engaged to protect supply convoys and impor-
tant installations have fought against the Iraqgi
resistance and it is very likely that some of them
have committed excesses. With the occupation
authority declining to prosecute any civilian,
these mercenaries have reason to believe that
they are immune from punishment. Such being
the context, New Delhi must immediately stop
the recruitment of retired personnel of the Indi-
an defence forces for service in Iraq. India must
not be seen to have any truck with an unjust and
cruel occupation. Such an association will dam-
age India’s relations with the Arab world and
bring dishonour to the people of this country. /
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Iraq horrors in US army report

Unveliled:
sodomy,
beatings

Washington, May 2 (Reuters):
Iraqi prisoners faced numerous
“sadistic, blatant and wanton
criminal abuses” by US soldiers,
including sodomy and beatings,
according to a US army report
quoted by the New Yorker maga-
zine.

The New Yorker said it had
obtained a 53-page, internal US
military report into alleged
abuses at the notorious Abu
Ghraib prison outside Baghdad.
In an article posted on its web-
site yesterday, the magazine said
the report had been authorised
by Lt Gen Ricardo Sanchez, the
top US officer in Iraq, and was
completed in February:

The May 10 issue of the mag-
azine goes on sale tomorrow.

The army report listed abus-
es such as “breaking chemical
lights and pouring the phosphor-
icliquid on detainees; ... beating
detainees with a broom handle
and a chair; threatening male de-
tainees with rape; allowing a
military police guard to stitch
the wound of a detainee who was
injured after being slammed
against the wall in his cell;
sodomising a detainee with a
chemical light and perhaps a
broom stick”.

Written by Maj-Gen. Antonio
Taguba, the report said evidence
included “detailed witness state-
ments and the discovery of ex-
tremely graphic photographic
evidence.”

Pentagon spokesperson Bry-
an Whitman declined to comme-
nt on the article, but said, “We
take all reports of detainee ab-
use seriously and all allegations
are thoroughly investigated.”

He said that when incidents
of abuse came to light earlier
this year, the army immediately
ordered an investigation, and
Sanchez ordered a separate
probe to ensure such incidents
were not widespread in the mili-
tary detention system in Iraq.

The deputy commander of
the US army’s intelligence force
is heading an investigation into
interrogation practices at the
Iragi prison, The Washington
Post reported in its Sunday edi-
tion.

News of the military report

came days after photographs
showing abuse of Iraqi prison-
ers by US troops were published
and broadcast around the globe.

The photos showed US troops
smiling, posing, laughing or giv-
ing the thumbs-up sign as naked,
male Iraqi prisoners were
stacked in a pyramid or posi-
tioned to simulate sex acts with
one another.

President George W. Bush
said on Friday he was deeply dis-
gusted but only a “few people”
were to blame. He defended the
conduct of the occupation forces
as the White House tried to head
off abacklash in Iraq and across
the Arab world. :

British newspaper the Daily
Mirror also published pictures

American soldiers stand behind a pyramid of naked Iraqi prisoners at the Abu Ghraib prison

near Baghdad. (AP)

that it said showed British sol-
diers apparently urinating on a
shackled Iraqgi prisoner of war.
Prime Minister Tony Blair said
yesterday that abuse of Iraqi
prisoners was “completely and
totally unacceptable.”

Foreign secretary Jack Straw
said today a high level investiga-
tion was underway, but sources
close to the regiment concerned
raised doubts over the authentic-
ity of the images.

But the BBC later quoted
sources close to the regiment as
saying aspects of the photo-
graphs did not ring true. They
said the type of rifle and floppy
hats pictured were not used by
troops in Iraq, and the type of
truck shown in the background

had not been deployed there.
The Mirror said it obtained
the photographs from two
unidentified soldiers in the
Queen’s Lancashire Regiment.
US officials said on Thursday
that the military was weighing
disciplinary action against Brig.
Gen. Janis Karpinski, who was
in charge of the Abu Ghraib pri-
son, a centre of torture and exe-
cutions under toppled President
Saddam Hussein’s government.
Karpinski told The New York

Times yesterday she was “sick-

ened” by the pictures and sus-
pected those involved acted with
the encouragement of intellige-
nce units that ran the high-secu-
rity cellblock where the abuses
took place.

Ex-Saddam
aide not
in charge
of Falluja

Washington, May 2 (Reuters):
Gen. Jasim Mohamed Saleh, a
former general in Saddam Hus-
sein’s elite Republican Guard, is
unlikely to take charge in the
volatile Iraqi city of Falluja and
is still being vetted to lead a pos-
sible Iragi peacekeeping force,
the senior US military com-
mander said today.

“There’s another general
they’re looking at,” Gen. Rich-
ard B. Myers told ABC’s This
Week. “My guess is, it will not be
Gen. Saleh. ... He will not be their
leader ... He may have a role to
play, but that vetting has yet to
take place,” the chairman of the
US Joint Chiefs of Staff added.

At the Marines camp outside
Falluja, Lt Gen. James Conway
said another former senior Iraqi
officer, Mohamed Latif, was also
working with the Marines in a
“mentoring” capacity and was
being considered as a possible
commander for the overall
brigade, once it was established.

Nine US servicemen were
killed in Iraq today — six of
them in a mortar attack. But US
commanders also announced
civilian Thomas Hamill had es-
caped after being held hostage
for three weeks by gunmen.

Three Italian civilians and a
US soldier remain hostages. No
new kidnappings have been re-
ported for nearly two weeks.

After April became the blood-
iest month for US troops in Iraq
with 129 combat deaths, Ameri-
can commanders were able to re-
port good news when Hamill, a
trucker, ran into the arms of a
US patrol close to Saddam Hus-
sein’s home town of Tikrit.

“He had an opportunity to es-
cape, saw some US forces and
made his dash,” Myers said.

Hamill’s wife Kellie said: “I
feel wonderful. It’s the best feel-
ingI'vehad.Iam so ecstaticand I
just want to thank everybody
that has prayed and sent their
prayerstous.”

Film of Hamill free may help
offset the latest bad news photo-
graphs from Iraq — US soldiers
abusing prisoners at a Baghdad
jail— that has outraged opinion
inthe Arab world.




O appeal dismissed;-

By P.\S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, MARCH 31.
Malaysia’s Federal Court today
dismissed the latest appeal in
the case relating to India’s
efforts, futile so far, to secure
the extradition of Ottavia
Quattrocchi, an Italian
businessman wanted in
connection with the Bofors
payoff investigations and trial.

The Malaysian Government,
acting on behalf of India, filed
‘he petition, seeking a remedy
against the ruling by the
Zourt of Appeal that there
indeed “is no right of appeal”
against the High Court’s
confirmation of Mr.
Quattrocchi’s “right 1o
liberty”.

Mr. Quattrocchi, resident in
Malaysia for several years, left
the country soon after the
High Court dismissed, in
December 2002, the “review
petition” in the case.

What was then sought was
a “review” of the Session
Court’s order that discharged

| the Italian businessman on
| the ground that he was not a

fugitive criminal under the
terms of Malaysia's
Extradition Act of 1992.

The Federal Court in Kuala
Lumpur heard arguments on
the latest appeal-petition in
December 2003.

The three-judge bench of
the Court, in its judgment
delivered today, held that “no
appeal lies to this court.” No
ruling was, therefore, made on
the issues. The crux of the
case rested on the High
Court’s ruling that India’s
“failure to supply the court
and the respondent [Mr.
Quattrocchi] with the charges
{against him] is fatal”.

A copy of the 61-page
judgment, faxed to
The Hindu office here by Mr.
Quattrocchi’s counsel,
Muhammad Shafee Abdullah,
showed that the Federal Court
dismissed the latest appeal
with costs. Mr. Shafee said, in
a telephonic conversation
from Kuala Lumpur, that the
awarding of costs was “a rare
occurrence in a criminal case”
in Malaysia.

The latest appeal was the

“Jast avenue” open to those
seeking the extradition of Mr.
Quattrocchi, who was not yet
back in Malaysia, Mr. Shafee
maintained. The ruling on
costs showed, too, that there
was “no merit in the case,”
counsel claimed.

Confirming that the Federal
Court had dismissed the
appeal, sources in the camp
pleading for the Italian’s
extradition, declined to
discuss specifics.

According to Malaysian
legal sources, the latest
development might still leave
India with some elbow room
to consider filing a fresh
requisition for Mr.
Quattrocchi’s extradition, if
deemed necessary. The
present case centred on the
technicality that no {formall
charges had been framed”
against him by the Indian
authorities.

Moreover, the Malaysian
courts had not made a
determination on the merits
of the case, which was indeed
decided on “jurisdictional
grounds,” the sources said.
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/ CONVICTED MEXICANS’ RIGHTS VIOLATED, RULES ICJ

THE HAGUE, March 31. — The
International Court of Justice today
ruled that the USA violated the
rights of 51 Mexicans on death row
and ordered their cases be reviewed.

The UN’s highest judiciary, also
known as the World Court, was con-
sidering a suit filed by Mexico claim-
ing 52 convicted murderers weren’t
given their right to assistance from
their government.

“The USA should provide by
means of its own choosing meaning-
ful review of the conviction and sen-
tence (of the Mexicans),” presiding
judge Shi Jiuyong said. The judge
said the review, in all but three
cases, could be carried out under the
normal appeals process in the USA.

For the three men who have
already exhausted all other appeals,
the court said the USA should make
an exception and review their cases
one last time. The court found that
in the remaining case, the convict
had received his rights and his case
, didn’t need to be reviewed.

Under the court’s statute, its judg-
ments are “binding, final and with-
out appeal”. Its rulings have rarely
been ignored, and if one side claims
the other has failed to carry out the
court’s decision, it may take the
issue to the UN Security Council.

At the heart of the Mexico-USA
case is the 1963 Vienna Convention,
which guarantees people accused of
a serious crime while in a foreign
country the right to contact their
own government for help and that
they be informed of that right by

arresting authorities.

The world court is clanged with
resolving disputes betwden nations
and has jurisdiction over the treaty.
It found that US authorities hadn’t
properly informed the 51 men of
their rights when they realised they
were foreigners,

The US ambassador to the Ne-

‘therlands, Mr Clifford Sobel, said he

was pleased by parts of the decision.
Mexico was preparing a reaction.

In hearings in December, lawyers
for Mexico argued that any US citizen
accused of a serious crime abroad
would want his Vienna Convention
rights. They said the only fair solution
for the men allegedly denied diplo-

World Court raps USA

matic help was to start their legal
processes all over again,

Mr Juan Manuel Gomez said
Mexico “doesn’t contest the USA’s
right as a sovereign country to
impose the death penalty for the
most grave crimes”, but wants to
make sure its citizens aren’t abused
by a foreign legal system they don’t
always understand.

The USA had argued the case was
a sovereignty issue, and the 15-judge
tribunal should be wary of allowing
itself to be used as a criminal appeals
court, which is not its mandate.

US lawyer Mr William Taft said
the convicts had received fair trials.
He said even if they didn’t get con-
sular help, the way to remedy the
wrong “must be left to the USA”. He
added that Mexico’s request would
be a “radical intrusion” into the US
justice system.

The three men whose cases the
court ordered specially reviewed were
Cesar Fierro and Roberto Ramos,
both in prison in Texas, and Osbaldo
Aguilera Torres, in Oklahoma.

Fierro was 22 years old when he
was convicted of the 27 February 1979
shooting death of an El Paso taxi dri-
ver, Nicolas Castanon. Despite a rul-
ing in a Texas appeals court that his
confession was probably coerced, he
was not granted a retrial.

Ramos was sentenced to death in
February 1992 for killing his wife
Leticia and his two youngest chil-
dren, Abigail (8) and Jonathan (3)
with a hammer.

Torres was convicted for the 12
July 1993 slayings of Francisco
Morales and Maria Yanez during-a
burglary in Oklahoma City.
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Israel’s security wall faces

A \5
Reuters
The Hogue, February 23

V ‘ Al
THE PALESTINIANS told the opening
session on Monday of World Court
hearings into the legality of Israel’s
West Bank barrier that the vast net-
work of walls and fences would deny
them a viable independent state.

Israel stayed away from the proceed-
ings it regards as political but encour-
aged “anti-terror” protests outside the
court and cited a suicide bombing that
Kkilled eight on a Jerusalem bus on Sun-
day as proof the wall is necessary.

Palestinians in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip declared a “Day of Rage”
against the project that has separated
them from their fields, schools and
medical services. Israeli troops fired
tear gas at some 2,500 protesters near
the West Bank city of Tulkarm.

“This wall, if completed, will leave
the Palestinian people with only half
of the West Bank within isolated, non-
contiguous, walled enclaves,” Nasser
al-Kidwa, the Palestinians’ permanent
observer to the United Nations, told a
15-judge panel. The UN tribunal will
hold three days of hearings on the le-
gality of building a barrier, which the
Palestinians call a “landgrab”, in oc-
cupied territory.

At stake is not only an international
ruling but world opinion in a case that
underlines the paralysis of West
Asian peacemaking after more than
three years of violence.

President Yasser Arafat, in a speech
on Palestinian TV, said there could be
no peace and security with the barrier
in place. “The objective of erecting
this wall is to prevent our people from
establishing their independent Pales-
tinian state,” Arafat said.

Outside the baroque Peace Palace

AP

Israel’s controversial 8-metre-high
barrier has evoked strong sentiments
among Jews and Palestinians alike.

A group of Orthadox Jews (above)
protest against the wall in front of the
World Court at The Hague on Monday,
while a Palestinian boy uses a sling
shot to hurl stones at Israeli soldiers
in Qalgilya on Monday.

where the case was being heard, about
150 pro-Israeli protesters held placards
with slogans such as “Stop terrorism,
start negotiation” and “When terror-
ism stops the fence falls.”
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World Court scrutiny - &

The skeleton of a Jerusalem bus, in
which a Palestinian suicide bomber kil-
led 11 people last month, was unloaded
for display 100 yards from the court.

Pro-Palestinian protests at the site
were also scheduled. “This is a fight
for hearts and minds that goes beyond
dry legal arguments,” a member of the
Palestinian delegation said.

The commuter bus blown up in Sun-
day’s attack was placed by Israeli au-
thorities next to a section of the barri-
er in Abu Dis, the West Bank home-
town of Palestinian PM Ahmed Kotei.
Curious Palestinians peered into the
wreckage, while in Jerusalem, the Al-
Agsa Martyrs’ Brigade, the armed
unit of Arafat’s Fatah movement,
claimed responsibility for the attack.

The hearings stem from a Palestin-
ian request — backed by the UN Gen-
eral Assembly — to decide whether Is-
rael is legally obliged to tear down its
partially built barrier. About 180 km of
the planned 730 km construction has
been erected so far.

Kidwa said in his argument in court
that he hoped its non-binding ruling
could pave the way for international
sanctions against Israel. Its 1971 opinion
that South Africa’s occupation of*
ibia was illegal generated UN sanctibns

A dozen countries, including Saudi
Arabia, Jordan, Algeria and Cuba,
were due to present oral arguments in
support of the Palestinian position.
The Arab League also threw its weight
behind the Palestinian bid on Monday.

The United States, Britain, the Euro-
pean Union, and many Western coun-
tries have criticised the route of the
barrier but joined Israel in shunning
the hearings. They oppose the court’s
involvement, saying it may interfere
with peacemaking. A decision by the
court could take several months.
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BRINGING ABU SALEM H

WHEN ABU SALEM was arrested in Lisbon in
September 2002, the excitement in India about
his detention was tempered by doubts about
whether he would be sent home and to justice.
There were a few reasons for the palpable un-
dercurrent of pessimism. The Sharjah police ar-
rested Salern in 2001 but let him off, ostensibly
because India was unable to furnish the details
needed to establish his identity in the required
‘time. Since there was no extradition treaty with
.Portugal, it was feared that the complex legal
processes involved in getting Salem home
‘would be much too time-consuming and pos-
sibly even unproductive. New Delhi’s experi-
‘ence in other extradition cases had also been
'less than happy. For instance, the earnest at-
tempt *to extradite Nadeem Saifee, who was
sought in connection with the killing of audio-
cassette magnate Gulshan Kumar, came totally
unstuck after a London court prevented the
move. Given such a background, the Portu-
guese High Court’s decision to extradite Abu
Salem, the mafia don and one of the main ac-
cused in the 1993 Mumbai serial bomb blasts
case, is something that the Central Bureau of
Investigation may regard as a significant
victory.

Salem has the right to appeal against the ex-
tradition order before the Portuguese Supreme
Court, but the CBI has good reason to'feel con-
fident that this will not be reversed. The High
Court’s decision has come after a dogged 16-
month legal battle in which the CBI laid bare
the various criminal cases in which Salem is
wanted. It was not enough for the CBI to merely
establish Salem’s identity; it had to convince
the court that he would receive a fair trial and
that it would not press for capital punishment if
Salem were found guilty. European Union con-
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w people to be deported to
countries where they could be sentenced to
death. To get around this, the Union Home
Ministry had furnished a written undertaking
assuring the Portuguese Government that Sa-
lem would be spared from capital punishment
— a guarantee it had to offer in order to retain
the extradition option.

A former associate of mafia don Dawood Ibra-
him, Salem fled India in 1993 after which he has
lived in Pakistan and West Asia. He continued to
wield influence in India, particularly on Mum-
bai’'s film industry, which he tried to control
through threats, violence and extortion. The
murder of an assistant of a film actress three
years ago was attributed to his gang and there is
evidence to the effect that he coerced film pro-
ducers to sell overseas rights to his front compa-
nies. India had hoped that extraditions and
deportations of terrorists would become easier
post-September 11, when United Nations reso-
lutions were passed asking nations to deny safe
havens to those accused of committing terrorist
acts and to smoothen out and speed up extradi-
tion procedures. Since then, however, there
have been only three or four extraditions of ter-
rorists, the most prominent of them being Aftab -
Ansari, the man who is said to have organised
the attack on the American Center in Kolkata. As
one of India’s most wanted men, Abu Salem will
be the biggest ‘catch’ of his kind if successfully
extradited. After the Lisbon police arrested Sa-
lem, along with his companion Monica Bedi, for
travelling with fake documents, New Delhi had
hoped that Portugal could be persuaded to de-
port him, thereby avoiding the uncertainties
and complexities of the extradition process. As it
turned out, this process has reached the final
stage much quicker than anticipated.
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Portuguese
Court orders
extradition of

Abu §aj’pm"\v

By Vinay Kumar

NEW DELHI, FEB. 5. In a major le-
gal victory for the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation, the
Portuguese High Court has or-
dered the extradition of Abu Sa-
lem, prime accused in the 1993
Mumbai serial blasts case.

Official sources said that the
Portuguese High Court had pro-
notnced the order on Wednes-
day and it had since been
conveyed to the CBI. Abu Salem
still has the right of appeal
against the High Court order be-
fore the Portuguese Supreme
Court.

The green signal from the Lis-
bon High Court has come aftera
protracted legal battle in the
past 16 months.

Abu Salem is wanted in a total
of nine cases, two of which per-
tain to the CBI, three to the
Mumbai Police and four to the
Delhi Police. The extradition re-
quest, sent by the CBI through
diplomatic channels, provided
the details of all the nine cases.
The voluminous papers were
examined by the Portugese At-
torney-General and the Minis-
try of Justice, Lisbon, and were
later sent to the High Court for a
judicial verdict.

The extradition request was
hotly contested by Abu Salem,
who engaged legal experts from
the United Kingdom to fight his
case. He had also expressed
“fears” that he would not be
able to get justice in India on
the ground that he was a Mus-
lim. The CBI had sent a detailed
rejoinder to this.

Abu Salem, once a close asso-
ciate of Dawood Ibrahim and
his brother, Anees Ibrahim, was
accused of criminal conspiracy
and charged with distributing
arms and explosives that were
used later in the 1993 Mumbai
serial blasts that killed about
300 people and injured about
700. He obtained a fake pass-
port in the name of Akeel
Ahmed Azmi and fled India. He
is also said to have got passports
from Bhopal and Hyderabad.
Later declared a proclaimed of-
fender, Salem also had an In-
terpol Red Corner alert notice
against him.

Along with his companion
and Bollywood starlet, Monica
Bedi, Abu Salem was arrested in
Lisbon on September 18, 2002,
for travelling on fake travel doc-
uments. His identity was con-

firmed by the CBI on the bagis
of his fingerprints. /
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~“DON TO MOVE PORTUGAL SUPREME COURT

HC clears Abu
“extradition

NEW DELHI, Feb. 5. — Abu
Salem is closer home. Lisbon’s
High Court has accepted an
Indian request to extradite the
1993 Mumbai serial blast accused
to stand trial in nine of the 70-odd
crimes that he has been accused of
committing in this country.

But Salem’s lawyer in Lisbon
has declared that he would
appeal against the verdict in
Portugal’s Supreme Court. A
CBI officer here said the
Supreme Court would be the last
door that Salem would be able to
knock in Lisbon before a seal
of finality . is put on his
extradition.

“For all practical purposes, he
is as good as here,” the officer
said, pointing that Salem is
unlikely to come up with a con-
vincing reason to persuade the
Supreme Court to turn down the
HC decision. The Supreme Court
had last year cleared Salem’s girl-

THE STATESMAN

friecnd Monica
Bedi’s extradi-
) tion, overruling
I an HC decision
to rsject the
governmetit’s
extradition
request.

Salem is
alleged to be involved in over 70
cases, most of them in Mumbai,
but under extradition law, he’ll
have to stand trial only in cases
where his extradition was sought.
Dethi has sought Salem’s extradi-
tion in nine cases investigated by
Dethi Police, Mumbai Police and
CBI — 1nclud1ng the 1993 blasts
that killed 257 people.and
destroyed property worthh Rs 30
crore,

The High Court verdict was
announced yesterday, almost two
months after the court reserved
its judgment last year.

A foreign ministry spokesman
thanked Portugal “for its excel-
lent cooperation” and praised
the Portuguese judicial process.
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~w*Guantanamo Bay: Britain

sclose to a deal with U.S.

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, JAN 9. Britain and America were today
reported to be close to a deal which would allow
most of the British detainees at Guantanamo Bay
to be returned home soon. This was indicated by
the U.S. Ambassador at large for war crimes,
Pierre Prosper, during a visit to London.

Details of the terms under which seven of the
nine Britons, held at the notorious detention cen-
tre in Cuba on suspicion of terrorism, are likely to
be rcleased were not disclosed but the break-
thwough was attributed to a ‘softening’ of the U.S.
stand following widespread outrage over their
continued detention without being charged or
allowed access to their lawyers.

Mr. Prosper indicated that the U.S. was willing
to drop its insistence that the released prisoners
should be put on trial in Britain or be detained
indefinitely. It would be satisfied so long as the
British Government was able to ‘manage’ them
through constant surveillance or monitoring.
“We are not asking for absolutes. We are not ask-
ing for a guaranteed conviction...But we are say-
ing: these are dangerous people, they are
engaged in dangerous activities,” he said.

Mr. Prosper’s remarks were seen as a major
concession which would remove the main obsta-
cle to an agreement. During protracted negotia-
tions, the British Government refused to
guarantee that the released men would be put on

trial or prosecuted. It made clear that under the
British legal system, the Crown Prosecution Ser-
vice could not be ordered to take up cases, and .
courts had powers to throw out cases on grounds
of human rights.

Indicating the ‘softened’ U.S. line, Mr. Prosper
said that the key consideration in repatriating the
suspects to their country of origin was whether
that country would be able to ‘manage’ the threat
posed by them. “We’'re satisfied that the British
Government has the political will to do what it
can to manage the threat,” he said.

If the deal goes through, the first of the detai-
nees could be back home within ‘weeks,” but it
will not apply to two of the most high-profile
prisoners: Moazzam Begg and Feroze Abbasi
whom Americans regard as “high-risk” cases.
Their families maintain they are innocent. Moaz-
zam Beg’s father Azmat Begg said: “It shocks me
that we are about to see the second anniversary
of the Guantanamo Bay and still I do not know
what is going to happen to my son.”

The Amnesty International, in a letter to the
Prime Minister, Tony Blair, called Guantanamo
Bay a “legal blackhole” and a ‘disgrace’. “With
some of the Guantanamo Bay prisoners about to
enter their third year of captivity without access
to lawyers, and without charge or trial, the need
for urgent moves to end this travesty of justice
could not be clearer,” said Kate Allen, Amnesty’s

U.K. director.
o
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BRUSSELS, JANUARY 8

A

PAKISTANI Interior Minister
Faisal Saleh Hayat has invited Indian
Deputy Prime Minister L
K Advani to visit Pakistan
for a structured dialogue |
on the modalities of a bi-
lateral extradition treaty
and other priority issues
related to the internal se-
curity of both the coun-
tries.

In a telephonic inter-
view from his Lahore resi-
dence on Wednesday,
Hayat told this correspondent in Brus-
sels that he was extending the invita-
tion to Advani through the media and

Pak invites Advam gr extradition talks

“The ice in relationk of Indla and
Pakistan has melted and I would like
Advani to visit Pakistan to discuss the
areas related to the internal security of
both the countries,”
said Hayat.

The minister de-
clared that Pakistan
was willing to con-
. clude abilateral extra-
dition treaty with In-
dia. “We are certainly
prepared to go ahead
in discussing the
modalities of a bilat-
eral extradition treaty
with India as we want to discuss all
those issues which could obviate mis-
trust in both the countries,” he said,

8 months, 3 c¢
mmmmu

AMY WALDMAN
ISLAMABAD, JANUARY 8

agteemgto eatkwn .ashmir
other issues—was reachud aﬂet
eight months of secret '
and essentially cemented vmh'the
attack on Pakistani President !
eral Pervez Musharraf on Dmm
ber 25, officialsheresay.
Meetings between senior Indian
andPak:stameﬁciakbeganm

would send the same to him formally

adding that @Jv&ould alsolike to dzuss the is-
sue of an extradition treaty at the SAARC level.

In response to a question, he said he was not
aware of the list of so-called terrorists received
from India. “Without a legal framework in the
form of an extradition treaty nothing can be done
on this issue,” he said, adding, “We also have
some needs and we can also make a list of terror-
ists who are needed to be extradited from India,
butwe are not doing that aswe believe that every-
thingshould be done on reciprocal basiswithina
legal framework.”

The minister said: “Internal securityis awide
area and we want to discuss all such issues which
could be in the best interest of the people of both
the countries.” Asked to enumerate the priority
areasrelated to internal security, which he would
like to discuss with Advani, Hayat said: “We
should discuss several areaswhich could remove
mistrust in both the countries, following a step-
by-step approach. Cooperation in the war
against terror can be an area which should be ex-
tensively discussed between both the countries as
Pakistan has been a victim of terrorism since
long.”

He also mentioned a possible campaign
against money-laundering which, according to
‘ him, needed discussions between the two coun-
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

D ONPASE 2

Hayat invites Advani to Pak
for talks on; extraditio

tries. “We want to make progress in the overall
composite dialogue and the process would in-
clude many positive steps to the benefit of the
people of both the countries,” he said.

“Another problem faced by the people of
both the countries is related to visa facilitation,
which I would like to discuss with Advani,”
Hayat said, adding, “We need to ook into the
visa regime as it is causing lots of difficulty for
people.” The minister adhered to the trend set
by President Pervez Musharraf and did not
touch any issue which could be reckoned as an
“issue of divergence”. He said: “I do notwant to
vitiate the environment for dialogue created
withlots of efforts, but | may mention that we do
have some misgivings on the role being played
by Indian consulates in Afghanistan and we
would certainly like to discuss the isspe with Ad-

ani.” — The News v
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