Uneasiness in
Nepal as King
starts India
visit today

himself, never mind
what India or the interna-
tional community may have
A advised him against.
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charting out his visit agenda

W NEPIL | Parties suspect Gyanendra may seek India

okay for a more active po

YUBARAJ GHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, DECEMBER 22

KING Gyanendra’s last
two visits to India in as
many years never brought
him so much controversy at
home as the one beginning
tomorrow. .

Major political parties,
except the three in the
Nepal government, fear
that the King intends to

seek India’s endorsement

for a larger and active role
for himself, something the
present constitution does
not allow.

The visit, barely three
months after the one by
Prime Minister Sher Ba-
hadur Deuba, will take him
and Queen Komal to Dethi
and four states bordering
Nepal—Uttar Pradesh, Ut-
taranchal, Bihar and West

Maolsts also on agenda

Bengal.

The visit would help him
assess how much of a threat
do insurgent Maoists on
both sides pose to the two
countries. But there are in-
dications that New Delhi
has said a polite No to the
King’s political ambition
everytime it has been ex-
pressed.
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{cal role at home

But this time, in the

| week preceding the visit,

the King resorted to an un-
precedented PR exercise,
granting interviews to In-
dian journalists—they were
mostly from the four
states—with clearly loaded
political messages.

For India, the message
is that he will try to under-
stand the Indian mind on
the Maoists problem. In
short, implying that the In-
dian stance so far has not
been adequate.

On the home front, the

limitation of constitu-

tional monarchy does not
stop him from doing what
he needs to for the ‘well
being of his subjects’. This
has heightened anxiety
here that the King still
wants a larger role for

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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by keeping the Foreign Af-

! fairs Ministry in the dark,

the King has spent the last
two days in discussing the

. visit with former prime min-

isters and various party
chiefs.

Home Minister Purna
Bahadur Khadka and For-
eign Secretary Madhura-
man Acharya will be among
the 30 in the King’s delega-

. tion.

The 11-day visit, on the
invitation of President APJ
Abdul Kalam, takes place at
a time when India has told
Nepal to get its army mov-
ing by taking a more stri-
dent line against the
Maoists.

Nepal recently increased
the strength of its army to
78,000 to combat the nine-
year old insurgency which
has resulted in more than
10,000 deaths (Maoists and
civilians account for nearly
8,000 dead).

The King has also been
at loggerheads with politi-
cal parties who allege that

he has ‘appropriated’

i power at the cost of democ-

racy. The country has been
without an elected parlia-

- ment for the last 30 months

and there are no signs of
early elections.
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Keshav Pradhan va
Kathmandu, December 22

On the eve of his 11-day In-
dia visit, King Gyanendra
has made it clear he would
focus on the Maoist crisis in
his talks with Indian lead-
ers. The uppermost ques-
tion in the minds of the
Nepalese people is whether
the monarch would be able
to make use of Indian sup-
port without the coopera-
tion of mainstream parties.

Aware of this, India has
repeatedly asked the palace
and mainline parties to
work together to resolve the
Maoist problem. Going by
the mood of key politicians
whom he met on his tour,
the king might find it diffi-
cult to have rapprochement
with mainline parties.

In such a situation, ob-
servers feel, New Delhi may
find itself in danger of be-
ing “a self-seeking, interfer-
ing neighbour.”

Nepali Congress chief G.
P Koirala, who met the king
yesterday, said that only a
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Political activists burn an effigy of King Gyanendra during:

AFP

demonstration in Kathmandu on Wednesday.

visit with the backing of the
people could be fruitful.
‘Nepali Mazdoor Kisan Par-
ty chairman Narayanman
Bijukchhe asked the mona-
rch not to allow India “to
fish in troubled waters.”
Earlier, ruling Commu-
nist Party of Nepal (Unified
Marxist Leninist) leaders
wanted the king to disclose
the agenda of his visit.
Considering all this, the-

re is a possibility of parties
misinterpreting additional
military assistance to Ne-
pal, which is without a par-
liament since May 2002.
The Nepali Congress has
looked at the Army, loyal to
the king, as a threat to Nep-
al’s fledgling democracy. In-
dia has been the largest pro-
vider of weapons and mi-
litary training to Nepal in

its fight against the Maoi}%
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Ulfa camps in Nepal
with Maoist help “f:,?l/

Siliguri crucial point in rebel plan

Digambar Patowary
Guwahati, December 10

THE BANNED United Lib-
eration Front of Asom
(ULFA), with the help of
Nepalese Maoist rebels, has
set up a few camps in the
dense forests of southern
Nepal bordering West Ben-
gal. Intelligence sources say
Ulfa has set up four camps
inside Nepalese territory
where the Maoist rebels
were active,

After Operation All Clear,
directed against the Ulfa,
Bodo insurgents belonging
to the National Democratic
Front of Bodoland (NDFB)
and the Kamtapur Libera-
tion Organisation (KLQY in
south Bhutan last Decem-
ber, the banned outfits be-
gan making moves to set up
bases in the forests inside
Nepal near Siliguri.

Intelligence sources said
that under the guidance of
Ulfa’s 2nd Lt Rana Barua,
about two hundred newly
recruited Ulfa cadres are ge-
tting training in four differ-
ent camps in south Nepal.

Assam Police IGP (Speci-
al Branch) Khagen Sarma

" said that Ulfa leader Rana
Barua, who is from Jeraiga-
on in Assam’s Dibrugarh
district, had spent most of

* camps

his days in Ulfa hideouts in

Bangladesh. Incidentally,
Ulfa C:in-C Paresh Barua is
also from Jeraigaon.

After the death of Ulfa
leader Rustom Choudhuri
alias Karna Roi two years
ago, Ulfa suffered a setback
in maintaining relations
with Nepal’s Maoist rebels.
Choudhuri was the key link
between Ulfa and the
Nepalese Maoists. Intelli-
gence sources said that he
was sent to Nepal on the
special mission of firming

up coordinated activities be-
tween the two sides.

“We have reports that
Ulfa has set up camps inside
Nepal. The Siliguri point is
a crucial point for Ulfa in
maintaining their relation
with other rebels. That is
why they are trying to
strengthen their network
around Siliguri. They (Ulfa)
are also trying to set up
inside  Bhutan
again,” said Khagen Sarma.

The Siliguri point is not
far from the Indo-Bangla
border and is also close to
the Nepal border.

The Assam Police IGP
(Special Branch) said that
after the Bhutan crackdown
on the various militant
groups, the insurgents fled
the Bhutan foothills and en-
tered India and some even
crossed over to Bangladesh.

The Ulfa’s ties with the

- Maoist rebels first devel-

oped in their camps in the
Samdrup Jhankhar district
of south Bhutan, at a time
when Ulfa enjoyed almost a
free run in the forest-clad
Bhutan foothills. Ulfa pro;
vided training to Nepalese
Maoist rebels and was in-
strumental in the formation
of a militant outfit of immi-
grant Nepalese in southern

Bhutan.
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A file picture of the Teesta river

Indla & Bhuta“;l

form tlood panel
W

Siliguri, October 21 @

Pramod Giri

THE ROYAL Govern-
ment of Bhutan and the
Indian government have
set up an expert commit-
tee to deal with the prob-
lem of flash floods in the
North Bengal districts of
Jalpaiguri and Cooch Be-
har. The West Bengal gov-
ernment had been asking
for the formation of such
a committee between the
two friendly neighbours
for quite some time.
Floods in these two dis-
tricts that share their bor-
der with the Dragon King-
dom have become an an-
nual feature. Geologists,
politicians and local peo-
ple, all hold the dolomite
mining in Bhutan as the
main reason for this. Tho-
usands of acres of crops
and several lives are lost
in the floods every year.
Most of the rivers in
these districts come down
from the mountains of
Bhutan. Dolomite mining
in Bhutan has led to sedi-
mentation in the river-
beds. The depth of the
rivers decreases and as

the rivers receive a prodi-
gious amount of rainfall
in their upper stretches
during the monsoon, they
flood their banks.

The state government
has long been demanding
the setting up of a mech-
anism to check the annu-
al menace that destroys
property worth crores.
The UPA government fi-
nally agreed to set up the
Joint Group of Experts
on August 1.

Flash floods were the
topic of discussion at the
two-day border districts’
coordination meeting bet-
ween the West Bengal and
Bhutan governments on
October 18 and 19. The sec-
ond meeting of the expert
panel would be held be-
tween November 1 and 5.

Head of the state dele-
gation, Jalpaiguri divisio-
nal commissioner Balbir
Ram said West Bengal had
long submitted terms of
reference to the Union go-
vernment about the need
for the joint committee.
He said the setting up of
the panel is a major step
towards the solution of
the flood problem.
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New Delhi must take sides in what is going on in Kathmandu

.7+ .Remote control

he United Progressive

Alliance government

will soon have to make

some hard choices on

Nepal. It can either emu-
late the late Rajiv Gandhi — decide
in New Delhi what is best for the
neighbouring kingdom and go
about putting that prescription into
practice. Or it can take a leaf out of
the book of the V.P. Singh govern-
ment, which succeeded Rajiv, and
abdicate its responsibilities to-
wards Nepal. The latter course of
action may mean a collapse of the
Nepalese state and the kingdom’s
descent into chaos with predictably
catastrophic consequences for
India’s vast border areas adjoining
Nepal.

Although his visit was never of-
ficially announced, King Gyanen-
dra was to have been in New Delhi
last week, soon after the return of
the prime minister, Manmohan
Singh, from New York. The king’s
visit has now been put off till the
first week of November. The post-
ponement does not in any way sug-
gest that New Delhi has the luxury
of waiting it out on Nepal. What it
means is that the UPA government
is unsure of how to deal with the
kingdom’s already dire crisis.

Regrettably, the present govern-
ment inherited a legacy of neglect
of the country’s northern neigh-
bour. The National Democratic Al-
liance government started off well
in its dealings with Kathmandu, but
soon got caught up in having to han-
dle the larger international commu-
nity on the nuclear issue. Then its
priorities shifted to dealing with the
big powers. The neighbourhood be-
came a victim of neglect until the
last two years of the NDA's rule. By
that time, the task of restoring the
status quo ante had become a monu-
mental effort, an effort which was
set in motion, but remains to be
completed.

argely because foreign policy
I in the neighbourhood has a

huge intelligence input, In-
dia’s dealings with Nepal have had a
sense of continuity, notwithstand-
ing the elections and a change in
government in New Delhi. The UPA
government has continued its pre-
decessor’s policy of providing mili-
tary assistance to Kathmandu and
empowering Nepal’s army to fight
the Maoist insurgency.

But there is little point in per-
sisting with pious calls from New
Delhi for a balance between the
monarchy and Nepal’s political par-
ties as a way out of the kingdom’s
crisis. Without doubt, such calls
have elements of political correct-
ness about them and they may aid
any Indian effort to win popularity
contests in Nepal. But the state of
the Maoist insurgency is now so
critical that popularity contests are
irrelevant, indeed dangerous.

In any case, the history of Indo-
Nepal relations are replete with in-

DIPLOMACY
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stances of New Delhi having had to
compromise in varying degrees on
its vital interests in Kathmandu
whenever it has attempted political
correctness beyond the Terai. The
time has come for New Delhi to once
again decisively take sides in what
goes on in Kathmandu, weigh its in-
terests and work to restore stability
in Nepal, just as Rajiv did in the sec-
ond half of his prime ministership.

It is no great secret in Kathhman-
du that New Delhi forced the king’s
hand in June in getting him to ap-
point Sher Bahadur Deuba as prime

K.P.NAYAR

But if, indeed, South Block follows
its instincts and acts on them, sup-
port for the king would certainly
find international favour. In the
eyes of the world, the monarchy is
the only institution that can prevent
the emergence of an unpredictable
Maoist government in south Asia at
a time when the international com-
munity has enough on its plate as
far as south Asia is concerned.

Will such a move to shore up
Gyanendra make India unpopular
in Nepal? Yes, but only in the short
run as long as India insists that Gya-

The right choice

minister. But having thus secured a
transfer of power from Narayanhit-
ty Palace to the prime minister’s of-
fice in Singha Darbar, India did
not follow up on its action and see to
it that Deuba exercised that power.
Instead, Gyanendra was allowed to
retain the “remote control” on
the exercise of real power in the
kingdom.

The foreign policy liberals in the
Congress-led ruling alliance and
their supporting parties must come
to terms with the reality, howsoever
unpalatable, that Nepal’s political
parties have failed their country
and their people. The net result of
Nepal’s more-than-a-decade-long
experiment with parliamentary
democracy is a failed political estab-
lishment. India may well find that
trying to resuscitate the kingdom’s
fractious political parties is like try-
ing to beat a dead horse into enter-
ing therace.

Logic favours such a conclusion
and if South Block follows up on
that conclusion, it can only lead to
Indian support to Gyanendra in his
efforts to return Nepal to stability
and a functioning political system.

nendra runs a tight ship in his new
role as areal monarch and not mere-
ly a constitutional one.

The mainstream political par-
ties in Nepal are beholden to India.
Without India’s consistent — albeit
often tactical — support for their ob-
jectives, Nepal would never have be-
come a democracy in 1990. The dis-
pute between the Nepali Congress
and the communists on foreign poli-
¢y has essentially been about who
has India’s ear, never on how to
eliminate India’s influence in Nepal
or how to cut the kingdom’s umbili-
cal cord with India.

Therefore, India can afford to
take Nepal’s political parties for
granted — as long as India does not
burn its boats with any of them. If
these political parties remain rele-
vant after all the turmoil that the
kingdom is now going through, they
will still be beholden to India. After
all, geography is the biggest guaran-
tor of good Indo-Nepal relations.

If India is seen as standing solid-
ly behind Gyanendra, it will encour-
age other countries to step up arms
deliveries and military training for
Nepal’s army, which must be better

equipped to fight the Maoists. The
international community recog-
nizes the 1950 Indo-Nepal Treaty of
Peace and Friendship as the sheet
anchor of Nepal’s defence. It com-
mits India, among things, to protect-
ing Nepal's security. If India is seen
as taking a stand on Nepal and not
vacillating, New Delhi will be in a
position to manage the growing mil-
itary engagement of the rest of the
world with Nepal in the context of
the Maoist insurgency.

But India must not get involved
in any way with what now increas-
ingly threatens to be a civil war in
Nepal. That, though, can only be
avoided if other countries — in co-
ordination with India — provide
arms and equipment to the Nepali
army, which is reeling under the in-
surgency.

South Block has lately been re-
ceiving some unsolicited political
advice on the crisis in Nepal. There
has been some advice that, antici-
pating a collapse of the Nepalese
state, India should neutralize the
Maoists by engaging them. Itisnota
workable proposition although
South Block has repeatedly been
telling Kathmandu that a military
victory against the Maoists isnow a
pipe-dream.

here are obvious limitations

to what India can do in Nepal.

Any kind of direct Indian in-
tervention -—— military or otherwise
— in Nepal must be avoided at all
costs. Therefore, support for the
king remains, for the time being, the
best option for New Delhi. But there
are built-in difficulties within the
UPA in implementing this course of
action. There are, for instance, some
who believe that India should, at all
costs, work towards restoring par-
liamentary democracy and ensur-
ing a constitutional monarchy in
Nepal.

Then there are those within the
UPA who fail to see that the Maoist
insurgency is threatening to under-
mine the very foundations of Nepal
as a state. For these secularists, for
now, the big issue is the recent at-
tacks on mosques in Nepal as a se-
quel to the murder of the Nepalis re-
cently taken hostage in Iran. They
are clamouring in New Delhi that
the attack on the mosques repre-
sents the “danger” of spreading
Hindu militancy beyond India’s
borders.

Those who take such a myopic
view of things are ignoring what
should be a supreme consideration
in India’s dealings with two neigh-
bours; the importance of the hydel
power potential of Nepal and Bhu-
tan. As India embarks on greater
economic growth, the hydel poten-
tial of Nepal and Bhutan are as sig-
nificant to the country as the oil re-
sources of Iraq and Saudi Arabia
are to America. Like it or not, In-
dia’s policies towards Nepal must
be considerably conditioned by this
realization.
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* TIES WITH NEPAL

t the end of his official visit
A:o India, Nepal Prime Min-

ister Sher Bahadur Deuba
stated that he was “satisfied”
and stressed that he was “happy
with the understanding, cooper-
ation and commitment” he had
received from the Indian gov-
ernment. He also said that Nepal
needed to “work ‘with India in
alleviating poverty, generating
employment and bringing about
social transformation”.

The backdrop against which
Deuba visited India was signifi-
cant. On 31 August, 12 innocent
Nepali workers were killed in
Iraq. They were kidnapped on
19-20 August. Nepalese had
exhibited their anger against the
government and at one point it
had appeared that Nepal would
become a new centre of
communal tension, making the
life of minorities, Muslims in

" particular, unsafe.

Low key

Earlier, the week-long Maoist
economic blockade of Kath-
mandu, between 18-24 August
had also left the people helpless.
People in Kathmandu had ex-
perienced such a phenomenon
for the first time. The Commu-
nist Party of Nepal (Maoist) had
initiated violent activities in
February 1996, when Deuba was
prime minister. The Maobadis,
as they are called in Nepal, have
been, inter alia, demanding the
establishment of a republican
government in the monarchical
Nepal and abrogation of all
“unequal treaties with India”.

The visit of the Nepal Prime
Minister (who is now president
of the Nepali Congress-Demo-
cratic, and heads a four-party
coalition and his delegation),
was sought to be kept at a low
key both by the Indian autho-
rities and by Nepali leaders
themselves. There was no tradi-
tional Hyderabad House dinner,
for instance. Both sides had pro-
bably tried to make it more
purposeful.

A reception hosted by the
Nepal Ambassador to India,
Karna Dhwaj Adhikary on 10
September provided an oppor-
tunity for the entire delegation
to interact with people from
various segments of Indian
society.

During the visit, the two South
Asian states with a long open
border signed a couple of bila-
teral agreements. They included

The author is Hon. Director, South
Asian Studies Foundation, New Delhi

Deuba

an agreement for cooperation in
weather forecasting, an agree-
ment on culture and sports and
an agreement on building pipe-
line to ensure smooth supply of
petroleum products to the
Himalayan kingdom.

Quite expectedly, the Maoist
problem was seriously discussed.
Nepal has provided to India with
a list of arms and equipment it
wants. The External Affairs
Ministry sources said: “In the
past also, we have supplied them
light helicopters, mortars, mines
rifles and machine guns at

Visit Adds New D|men5|ons
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minister, K Natwar Singh, has
said that India would provide all
possible help to Nepal in coming
out of the present crisis. The
Maoists, taking advantage of the
long open border, have also
posed a threat to Indian security.
Besides, they have badly scared
Indian investors in Nepal.

On their part, the Maobadis
chose the occasion of the New
Delhi sojourn of Deuba and his
delegation to show that they
were active and destructive — as
in the past. Of course, this time
they targeted the American In-

e

concessional rates”. Joint patrol-
ling along the border and im-
proved intelligence sharing were
other methods the two sides dis-
cussed to help curb the violence
and prevent insurgents from
crossing the 1,600-km-long por-
ous Indo-Nepal border. In a 45-
minute meeting with Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh, Deuba
briefed the Indian government
on steps the Nepali government
was taking to deal with the situa-
tion arising out of the Maoist
violence.

Foreign investors

Relevantly, Maoist insurgency
and the Nepali state’s response
have seen about 10,000 Nepalis
soldiers, policemen, politicians,
party activists and workers,
Maoist cadres and innocent
people killed. As His Majesty’s
Government of Nepal is moving
ahead with its programme of
increasing the size of its army to
over 100,000 in a couple of years,
Kathmandu wants an increased
supply of arms and other
armaments.

The Indian external affairs
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formation Center in Kath-
mandu. On 10 September, they
damaged the building without
causing any casualties. It was the
first time that the insurgents,
who oppose US support for the
government, are suspected of
directly attacking an American
government target. Both Ameri-
cans and Nepalis work at the
Center.

In an interview, Deuba said
that the Royal Nepal Army was
quite capable of dealing with the
situation. “We will rely on and
build our own capability. Ame-
rica has never expressed a desire
to play a role in Nepal”, he
asserted.

The Nepal prime minister also
assured Indian businessmen that
his government was fully com-
mitted to providing security and
protection to foreign investors
and their establishment from
Maoists. Speaking at an
interactive session of a meeting
organised by the CII and the
Ficci, Deuba stressed: “We are
fighting the problem of insur-
gency resolutely and responsi-

bility. We will not allow the ter-

ror to reign”. He also assured

captains of industry that the
liberal “investment environment
will be protected at any cost”.
Besides, he urged the business
community in India “to take
advantage of the trade oppor-
tunities in Nepal”.

At least 35 Indian companies
had stopped functioning after
the Maoists issued a threat to
them. Hearteningly, the industry
and commerce minister, Ishwor
Pokhrel, who accompanied the
Prime Minister, asserted that 12
companies had reopened follow-
ing talks with the trade unions.
Pokhrel emphasised that other
companies also faced no threat.
Of course, one has to wait and
watch.

Dams

Water resources of Nepal
have been seen as a sphere of
mutually beneficial economic
cooperation. The example of In-
do-Bhutan cooperation on this
front is cited. But despite the
signing of the Mahakali Treaty
between India and Nepal in
1996, no visible progress has
been made in power gene-
ration.

Indeed, even a detailed pro-
ject report has not been pre-
pared so far. During the Deuba
visit this time, India and Nepal
agreed to hold a series of meet-
ing to finalise the DPR on the
Pancheshwor dam on the Maha-
kali-Sharda river on the border
of the two countries. N L Goyal,
commissioner Eastern Rivers in
the Ministry of Water Resources,
said in New Delhi on 11 Septem-
ber that two meetings would be
held in the last week of Septem-
ber in Kathmandu on the dam
issues and flood management.
These meetings would be follow-
ing by the secretary-level meet-
ing.

Significantly, the 5600MW
Pancheshwar project will bring
power and irrigation benefits to
both Nepal and India. One
hopes that various political
parties in Nepal view the project
as one that would contribute
to the overall prosperity of
Nepal.

Not less significantly, Nepal
also took the sensitivity of India
on the Dawood Ibrahim issue
quite seriously. The underworld
don is said to be running a media
house in Kathmandu. Deuba

‘said in an interview that he had

told India that Nepal would in-
vestigate the matter and that his
country would not allow any
activity against India on its
territory.
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FIRY

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 15. As India and
Nepal strengthen their cooper-
ation against extremism and
terrorism, the Communist Party
of Nepal (Maoist) launched a
scathing attack against India
during a recent central commit-
tee meeting of the party.

In a press statement, posted
on the party’s website
(www.cpnm.org), the CPN(M)
chairman, Prachanda, said “In-
f | dian expansionism,” backed by
U.S. imperialism, was directly
impinging on the “people’s
war” launched by the Maoists in
Nepal.

This, the statement claimed,
had been displayed by the re-
cent arrest of several party func-
tionaries, including Kiran, a
senior. leader. The Indian ap-
proach, it said, was to try and
“Bhutanise” or “Sikkimise” Ne-
pal.

‘Main barrier’

“The Indian monopoly capi-
talist rulers, who have always
backed destabilisation and an-
archy in Nepal, have now been
openly threatening Nepal with
their ill-intention, bringing Ne-

pal under their control through
military intervention and con-
duct massacre [sic] against the
patriotic and self-respected Ne-
palese people in the name of so-
called support to the war
against terrorism,” the state-
ment said.

Indian “expansionism,” the
CPN(M) claimed, was the main
barrier in creating a congenial
environment to find a forward-

looking  political  solution
through peaceful negotiations
in Nepal.

“The chieftains of the old
state of Nepal, in a daydream of

lengthening the period of [the]
reactionary state, have been
committing a heinous crime of
mocking over [sic] the inde-
pendent existence and self-re-
spect of the Nepalese people by
kneeling down in front of Indi-
an expansionism.”

The statement called on all
self-respecting and patriotic
Nepalese people to stand unit-
ed against the “national capitu-
lationism” of the old state,
Indian expansionist interven-
tion and the danger of “near-
ing” military attacks.

In what was described as a

U.S. asks staff

WASHINGTON, SEPT. 15. The U.S.
State Department has author-
ised the departure of non-emer-
gency personnel and family
members of its Embassy in Ne-
pal’s capital and suspended
Peace Corps aid work in the
country.

It said in a travel warning yes-
terday the embassy had re-
ceived information that Maoist
rebels might attack or take ac-
tions specifically against U.S. ci-

to leave Nepal

tizens.

“The Department of State au-
thorised the departure of non-
emergency personnel and fam-
ily members of the U.S.
Embassy on a voluntary basis,
and the Peace Corps temporari-
ly suspended all operations in
Nepal,” it said.

The department also urged
U.S. citizens to defer non-es-
sential travel to the Himalayan
kingdom. — AFP

@al Communists;%g!]awrg&mggainst India

new approach, the document
stressed the need to guard
against “national capitulation”
and Indian “intervention” in the
ideological, political and mili-
tary fields.

“The document has also em-
phasised that the independence
of Nepal and Nepalese people
can be preserved by turning the
whole country [injto a war
front, by militarising all people,
and by raising the war strategy
to a new height against military
interventions of any imperial-
ism and expansionism,” it
added.

Common threat

Though the CPN (M) state-
ment came several days before
the recently concluded visit of
the Nepalese Prime Minister,
Sher Bahadur Deuba, to New
Delhi, the Government of India
has been repeatedly stressing
that India and Nepal share a
common Maoist threat.

Senior External Affairs Minis-
try officials have pointed to the
need for joint action between
the Nepalese and Indian Maoist
groups, entities they believe are
closely linked and cooperate ex-
tensively with each other.

£
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“India, Nepal to meet again
+“on Pancheshwar dam

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELMI, SEPT. 1i1. India and

Nepal will hold a series of meet- .

ing this and the next month to
finalise the Detailed Project Re-
port of the Pancheshwar dam
on the Mahakali-Sharda river
on the border of the two
countries.

Giving this information, the
Commissioner (Eastern Rivers)
in the Ministty of Water Re-
sources, M.L. Goyal, said two
meetings would be held in the
last week of this month in Kath-

mandu on the dam issues as
well as on flood management.

Multi-purpose project

Next month, there would be a
meeting of the Secretary-level
Joint Committee on Water Re-
sources that would be preceded
by a meeting at the level of the
Central Water Commissioner. It
is after four years that all as-
pects would be taken up for a
detailed discussion.

The decision to do so was tak-
en during the ongoing visit of
the Prime Minister of Nepal,

Sher Bahadur Deuba. The 5600

MW Pancheshwar project is a
multi-purpose project and will
bring power and irrigation ben-
efits to both the countries.

Mr. Goyal also briefed media-
persons on the coming visit of
the Secretary Water Resources,
V.K. Duggal, to Bangladesh for |
the seventh meeting of the Joint
Committee of Experts where the
recommendations of the Joint
Technical Group would be tak-
en up on the sharing of Teesta
waters between the two
countries.
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DEUBA S PROMISE / ‘WE WILL NOT ALLOW TERROR TO REIGN’

;i‘“‘“

By Our Special Correspondent

" Nepal beckons businessmen

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 10. The Prime
Minister of Nepal, Sher Baha-
dur Deuba, today sought to al-
lay the fears of foreign investors
in the wake of the recent Maoist
violence in his country saying
that his Government would
provide protection and security
to them and their investment.
Addressing India Inc. at an
interactive session organised
jointly by the Federation of In-
dian Chambers of Commerce
and Industry and the Confeder-
ation of Indian Industry, Mr.
Deuba said his Government

was fighting the Maoist insur- .

gency problem resolutely and
responsibly and would not al-
low terror to reign. “We are
fighting the problem of insur-
gency resolutely and responsib-
ly,” Mr. Deuba said. “We will
not allow terror to reign. The
liberal investment environment
will be protected at any cost.”

Maoist insurgents have asked
several companies to suspend
their operations in Nepal. Some
of them have downed their
shutters fearing violent attacks.
Insurgency has  also affected
tourist inflows, resulting in the
shrinking of a major source of
income.

Urging the captains of the In-
dian industry to invest in his
country and take full advantage
of the liberal environment and
trading facilities, Mr. Deuba
said he was aware of the securi-
ty apprehensions “mainly due
to some threats of extortion and
some attacks on business
interests.”

“Though some unfortunate
incidents have occurred in re-
cent times, the Nepalese Gov-
ernment is fully committed to

providing security and protec-
tion to foreign investors and
their investments,” he said, tell-
ing them not to get carried
away by media reports which
had blown things out of
proportion.

Dialogue planned

His Government was deter-

mined to solve the Maoist prob-:

lem . through dialogue. An
important initiative was the es-
tablishment of a high-level

W i
W\

peace committee under his
chairmanship.

The Everything But Arms
(EBA) initiative of the European
Union, he said, was on such a
facility.

Referring to India’s initiative
in introducing a fast-track ap-
proach for approval of Indian
investment in Nepal, Mr. Deuba
said his Government had put in

_place the legal, institution and

policy framework to encourage
trade and attract investments.

India offers help to tackle Maoist violence

By Sandeep Dikshit

NEW DELH], SEPT. 10. India has of-
fered wide-ranging assistance to
Nepal to quell the Maoist vio-
lence in that country as it feels
there cannot be a “purely mil-
itary solution” to the problem.
At the same time, India has
made it clear that it does not
agree with the tactics of achiev-
ing political objectives through
violence.

India will upgrade the Nepa-
lese police force and despatch
more armaments for use by the
rapidly expanding Royal Nepal
Army. It will also step up assist-

ance for health, education and
community development. It will
develop rail links and improeve
road connections with Nepal as
well as help set up a state-of-
the-art telecom network, the
Foreign Secretary, Shyam Sa-
ran, told newspersons at the
end of the Nepal Prime Minis-
ter, Sher Bhadaur Deuba’s inter-
action with Union Ministers
and officials here today.

Common threat

Terming the Maoist insurgen-
cy in Nepal a “common threat to
both countries,” Mr. Saran said
the two sides agreed to finalise

an extradition treaty and a mu-
tual legal assistance treaty on
criminal matters. The two sides
also touched on the linkages be-
tween Nepal’s Maoists and the
Maoist Communist Centre of
India and the People’s War.
“That is why we have stated that
this fs a shared common threat,”
Mr. Saran said.

He said the Prime Minister,
Manmohan Singh, and Mr.
Deuba noted the setting of a
Joint Consultative Group on Se-
curity Issues that will give new
impetus to security cooperation
and deal more effectively with
security challenges.
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New Delhi, Sept. 10: The In-

dian Army is delving into its
own arsenal to feed Nepal’s
army where the Maoist rebels
have thrown up a military
challenge that the kingdom is
ill-equipped to take on without
substantial reinforcement.

(In the first attack on a US
establishment in Nepal, sus-
pected Maoist rebels today
exploded a bomb at the Ameri-
can Information Center in
Kathmandu.)

Nepal’s Prime Minister
Sher Bahadur Deuba is cur-
rently in New Delhi with pleas
for assistance.

To begin with, the Indian
Army is sending 24 mine-
protection vehicles from
among its own fleet of troop
carriers to the Royal Nepalese
Army (RNA).

“We are helping Nepal
counter the Maoist threat,”
the vice-chief of army staff, Lt
General Shantonu Choudhu-
ry, said here today. The Indian
Army’s Counter Insurgency
and Jungle Warfare School in

—

G\
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Munitions being sent to Nepal ~

#20,000 upgraded INSAS rifles
#15,000 7.62mm guns

#5,000 machine guns

»1,000 mortars

«300 troop carriers
eBullet-proof jackets

o Patkas (bullet-proof headgear)
e Night-vision devices

Vairengte (Mizoram) has
trained about seven compa-
nies from the RNA.

Indicating the level of com-
mitment the Indian govern-
ment is making to counter the
Maoist threat, top army
sources said: “We will supply
equipment to Nepal even from
our own stocks.”

The Communist Party of
Nepal (Maoist), led by the elu-
sive Prachanda, has fraternal
ties with the People’s War
Group and the Maoist Com-
munist Centre in India and is
counted as a threat to India's
own security.

A Maoist-led trade union
has asked 35 businesses in

THE TELEGRAPH

“Ars enal aid to Nepal

Nepa?lo shut down. These in-
clude Indian interests.

Nepal has asked for 40
mine-protection vehicles im-
mediately. For the moment,
the Indian Army has found 16
to send as supplies. Nepal’s
shopping list for military
equipment is long. The Indian
Army’s directorate general of
military training is involved
in training RNA officers and
troops and interacts closely
with it. A military training
team is also in Nepal.

The RNA, estimated to
have a troop strength of about
75,000, is expanding itself. It is
recruiting soldiers to have a
strength of about a lakh in
five years.

Last year, India exported
two Dhruv advanced light
helicopters to Nepal, marking
a first export of the aircraft
from the defence public sector
Hindustan Aeronautics Limit-
ed. More despatches are likely.

Defence sources say the
equipment is being supplied to
Nepal with soft loans to enable
the kingdom to meet the costs.
H Nepal firms close, Page 3
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Delhi to\VNfepal"s ai against rebels

Saurabh Shukla Ql s/ first batch of the police per-

New Delhi, September 9 o

INDIA TODAY promised all
help to Nepal in fighting
Maoist insurgency, and agr-
eed to upgrade its security
assistance to Nepal. New Del-
hi will provide counter-insu-
rgency training to Nepalese
police to tackle the Maoist
threat, said sources. India
considers the Maoist threat
as a shared security concern
and hence will provide Nepal
some more ALH helicopters
and Defence hardware which
Nepal has sought.

In view of the grave secu-
rity situation in Nepal, the

sonnel will begin training on
counter-insurgency  soon.
About 400 to 500 Nepalese Po-
lice personnel are being sent
to India for training. '
Sources said India has
also assured the visiting
Nepalese Prime Minister
Sher Bahadur Deuba of up-
graded defence assistance to
combat the threat including
a fresh consignment of mili-
tary hardware and training
to the Royal Nepalese Army.
Deuba called on President
A.PJ. Abdul Kalam and met
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and External Affairs
Minister Natwar Singh. He

gy
—Y

Tprp«-«
te

als6 met Minister of Defence
and Home and was assured
that India was committed to
providing all help to Nepal.

Deuba’s trip is aimed at
providing a first hand assess-
ment of Nepal’s situation,
and India is attempting to ce-
ment economic cooperation
with Nepal, which it be-
lieves, is important to help
Nepal fight insurgency.

On its part, Nepal also as-
sured New Delhi that it will
curb the activities of anti-In-
dia elements in its territory,
India raised the issue of un-
derworld don Dawood Ibr-
ahim expanding its network
in Nepal and also pointed to

AR] TIR IN‘ S

“ ko’ \(/\0?
‘the activities of the Pakista-

ni intelligence agency ISI. A
significant breakthrough in
the talks was some progress
on the extradition treaty and
the mutual legal assistance
treaty, which may be fi-
nalised soon.

If signed, the treaty will
address a major law and or-
der and security concern for
India. The two countries also
signed two agreements on
meteorology and sports.
While Maoist insurgency
dominated the talks, issues
related to water resources,
border management and co-
operation in petroleum sec-
tor also came up.
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BHUTAN AND CHINA
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hutan and the People s Rel
Bpubllc of China completed

the 17th round of bilateral
boundary talks in Thimphu on
15 April. The talks between the
most populated and highly mili-
tarily and economically strong
state and a sparsely populated
South Asian state began in 1984.
But the problem remains far
from resolved — no matter
whatever is said rhetorically. Of
course, the talks have increased
interaction between the two

states even without formal
diplomatic ties.
Bhutan’s foreign minister

Lyompo Khandu Wangchuk told
the 82nd session of the king-
dom’s unicameral legislature,
Tshogdu (National Assembly) in
July that the demarcation of
boundaries involved hard work
and was time-consuming. He
added that all discussions with
the Chinese government were
being conducted in accordance
with the directives of the Tsho-
gdu. The foreign minister fur-
ther said that just as disputes
arose in villages, where boun-
daries were not properly dema-
rcated, such issues often emer-
ged between countries. He as-
serted that the problems faced
by the Bhutanese yak herders
would be resolved once the
border was demarcated.

Mutual respect

King Jigme Singye Wang-
chuck, who has been abdicating
more and more of his powers
and privileges to democratic
institutions since 1998, has been
observing the boundary talks
very closely. Indeed, he is in the
know of the minutest details.
The talks began much after his
ascending the throne in 1972.

King Jigme has been making
his observations in the Tshogdu
ever since the beginning of the
talks. Speaking on 7 July, he said
that the government had never
taken part in the talks without
the full knowledge of the As-
sembly, and had always adhered
to the decisions of the represen-
tative body, including the boun-
dary lines confirmed by it. The
King chose the occasion to re-
mind the Chimis (the designa-
tion of the Tshogdu members)
that in 1989 the Assembly’s spe-
cial- meeting was held in Lung-
temphu to demarcate the entire
northern border along with a
detailed map.

The King also observed that
most of the government’s repre-
sentatives and Chimis being new
had not attended the 1989 di-
scussions, As such, the King sug-
gested that the secretary for In-
ternational Boundaries, Dasho
Pema Wangchuk, should brief
the Assembly in detail on the
background of the boundary
issue and the state of the bila-

The author is Hon. Director, South
Asian Studies Foundation, New Delhi

Border Problem Remains Unresolved

By PARMANAND

teral talks. His Majesty added
that as the 18th round of talks is
due in the near future it was es-
sential that there is clarity
among members.

The Druk Gyalpo (as the
monarch is known locally) ex-
pressed confidence that the two
states which shared a “close un-
derstanding and friendship,
would finalise the boundary
issue with mutual respect for
each other’s sovereignty and

territorial integrity”. The Bhuta-
nese monarch has been stressing
from the outset that “good fen-
ces make good neighbours”.
This time, too, His Majesty em-
phasised that it was important
that the boundary was clearly
demarcated between Bhutan, a
small kingdom, and China, a
large state.

Significantly, Bhutan has to
deal with China only because of
the Tibet factor. It is only the
Tibet Autonomous Region that
happens to be Bhutan’s neigh-
bour in the north. In the south,
east and west, Bhutan is bor-
dered by India. Every assembly
session provides its members —
particularly those from Bhutan-
Tibet bqrder areas — an oppor-
tunity to narrate their experie-
nce of happenings there.

Diplomatic ties

The Bumthang chimi, for ins-
tance, said that the people were
worried for some time after
hearing reports that “Bhutanese
people were being threatened
and moved out of the border
areas”. Of course, he also added
that these “concerns” had been
“cleared”. The Haa chimi, on
the other hand, explained that
what he had placed before the
Tshogdu were the problems that
the people had reported to him.
He added: “The people deeply
appreciated the efforts of the

government to finalise the boun-

dary with China.” In addition,
the Wangduephodrang chimi
claimed that the issue had come
to the Assembly because the
people wanted to know the sta-
tus of the talks which had been
going on for quite a long time.
On his part, the secretary for
International Boundaries, Das-
ho Pema Wangchuk presented
the 1989 map to the members
with a detailed explanation of
the boundary line on 9 July. In

order to help members study the
exact boundary, the map was left
in the hall for the day to enable
members to study the exact
boundary line finalised by the
68th session of the Assembly in
1989.

Speaking in the Tshogdu,
Dasho Pema Wangchuk stated
that while there had always been
some differences among the
herders at the local level, “the
rumours that Bhutan had lost
pasture land was obviously un-
true because the boundary itself
had not even been finalised at
this stage”. Quite significantly,
Dasho Pema assured the chimis
that not only was the govern-
ment “closely following the
decisions of the National Assem-
bly, but that His Majesty himself
had commanded that the delega-
tion must make every attempt to
ensure that the boundary was
demarcated to the best advan-
tage of the government and
people of Bhutan”.

Whatever the worries and
concerns of the Royal ‘Govern-
ment of Bhutan and the Bhuta-
nese people, the Chinese do not
seem to be bothered. Indeed,
they seem to be enjoying the
whole scene trying to achieve
their diplomatic objectives. For
quite some time China has been
pressurising Bhutam to establish
formal diplomatic ties. Inciden-
tally, Bhutan is the only South
Asian country without any for-
mal -diplomatic ties with China.

But then Bhutan is pursuing a
principle and policy of not hav-
ing formal diplomatic ties with
the P-5 (United Nations’ short-
hand for the five permanent
members of the Security Council
— China, France, the UK, the
USA and Russia) lest it witness
their competition on its own
territory. On the other hand,
China has tried to overtake In-
dia in Bhutan. China succeeded
in having an agreement with
Bhutan signed on 8 December
1998 entitled “Agreement Bet-
ween The Government of the
Kingdom of Bhutan and the
Government of the People’s
Republic of China on Main-
tenance of Peace and Tran-
quillity in Bhutan-China Border
Areas”.

No interference

Under Article 1 of this agree-
ment, the Chinese side, inter
alia, “reiterates its position to
fully respect the independence,
sovereignty and  territorial
integrity of Bhutan.” The provi-
sion assumes a great deal of
significance inasmuch as the
1949 Friendship Treaty between
Bhutan and India does not speak
of Bhutan’s sovereignty any-
where. It is a different matter
that by facilitating Bhutan’s
membership of the UN in 1971,
India has not left anyone in
doubt about Bhutan’s being a
sovereign country. Probably
something much more is
needed now on this front. In
any case Article 2 of the 1949
India-Bhutan Friendship Treaty

does become a subject of
controversy from time to time.
The Article reads: “The

Government of India under-
takes to exercis¢ no interference
in the internal administration of
Bhutan. On its part, the Gov-
crnment of Bhutan agrees to be
guided by the advice of the
Government of India in regard
to its external relations”.

China’s concern for status
quoism on the Bhutan-China
border has been very well taken
care of an Article 3 of the agree-
ment, which states: “The two
sides agree to maintain peace
and tranquillity in their border
areas pending a final settlement
of the boundary question, and to
maintain status quo on the
boundary as before March 1959.
They will also refrain from
taking any unilateral action to
change the status quo of the
boundary™.

Whenever Bhutan requests
China to be magnanimous in
demarcating the boundary in
vigw of the latter’s huge size,
China responds by saying that it
cannot afford to do so in view of
such a large number of neigh-
bours. Of course, politics — is
pregnant with all possibilities.
Bhutan has to continue to re-
main vigilant and show its
diplomatic skill.
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HE government is con-
T cerned over the forced clo-

sure of Indian business in-
terests in Nepal on account of
heightened threat from Maoist
rebels in the Himalayan king-
dom. After ITC's joint venture,
Surya Nepal, suspended opera-
tions following the Maoists’
warning that a dozen companies
would not be allowed to operate
because of their “exploitation of
workers and espionage activi-
ties,” on Tuesday it was Dabur’s
turn to temporary close down its
greenhouse operations.

Maoists have been on a roll
ever since a ceasefire between
them and the Nepalese govern-
ment collapsed in August last
year. Said to comprise 5,500
combatants, 8,000 militia, 4,500
cadres, 33,000 hardcore follow-

oA
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N’Jers and over twolakh sympathis-

ers, the Communist Party of
Nepal (Maoist) led by Pushpa
Kamal Dahal alias Comrade
Prachanda boasts of a presence in
68 or the 75 districts of Nepal. Of
these, Rolpa, Rukum, Jagarkot,
Salyan, Pyuthan and Kalikot in
mid-western Nepal are most af-
fected, although Maoists have
been increasingly targeting
Kathmandu of late.

The Indian government is not
only concerned about the likely
loss that its corporates would suf-
fer due to suspension of their
Nepal operations, but also about
the possible rub-off effect of
Maoists’ resurgence on their In-
dian cousins, the MCC and the
PWG. The latter two groups have
cultivated active links with the
Nepalese Maoists and are known
to be sharing intelligence as well
as weapons training facilities. In
fact, the Nepalase Maoists have

thrown their weight behind the
PWG and MCC's fight against the
ban imposed on them by Indian
government under Pota.

Not only are the Left-wing ex-
tremists of the two countries
working in tandem to create a
compact revolutionary zone
(CR2) starting from Nepal and
running across Bihar, Chattis-
garh, Jharkhand, Andhra
Pradesh, Orissa and Madhya
Pradesh, but some of the senior-
most Nepalese Maoist leaders,
including political wing chief
Baburam Bhattarai, are said to be
hiding in Bihar.

The home secretaries of the
two countries have been inter-
acting on a regular basis to pre-
pare a joint strategy to crack
down upon the Maoists operat-
ingin border districts.

In fact, Nepal has time and
again sought India‘s help to hand
over Maoists who escape

heat onIndia Inc in Nepal

through its porous border into
Bihar and West Bengal after
committing acts of violence in
the Himalayan Kingdom.

The “active” linkages between
the Nepalese and Indian Left-
wing extremists are borne out by
the fact that Nepalese Maoists
had sent delegates for the PWG
Congress in Bastar in March
2001. In September 2000, MCC
leader Pramod Mishra is said to
have visited Nepal for talks with
Maoist leaders there.

Maoists belonging to the two
nations are also said to have
formed the Indo-Nepal border
region committee for coordinat-
ed operations. So much so, it was
reported that MCC and Nepalese
Maoists were holding joint train-
ing camps in Hazaribagh and Au-
rangabad districts of Jharkahnd
and Bihar respectively. The
Maoists’ influence is said to run
through eight districts of Bihar.

]
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By Our Diplomatic Correspondeflt

NEW DELHI, AUG. 14. India said today
that it was watching with concern
the evolving situation in the Mal-
dives, where a state of emergency
was imposed by the President,
Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, after
pro-democracy protests on Friday.

“We are watching the situation
carefully since we have close rela-
tions with the Maldives,” the Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry spokesman
said in response to the latest devel-
opments in the South Asian nation
of islands. The Amnesty Interna-
tional has said that over a dozen
peaceful demonstrators had been
taken into custody by the Maldi-
vian authorities.

It called on the Maldivian Gov-
ernment to ensure their safety and
security, after emerging “reports”
of security forces beating up those
in detention.

“Dr. Mohamed Monawar, the
former Attorney-General of the
Maldives and an Opposition party
leader, and Muad Mohamed Zaki,
the son of the political prisoner,
Mohamed Zaki, have both been
beaten while in custody today,” the
group claimed.

“Amnesty International is deeply
concerned at reports of large num-
bers of injured people needing
hospital treatment after the police
used sticks and batons to attack
them during the demonstrations.
The organisation is urging the Gov-
ernment to adhere to international
human rights standards. The Gov-
ernment declared a state of emer-
gency today (Friday] as mass
demonstrations took place over
the last week against the slow pace
of reform and the continued deten-
tion of political prisoners,” the
statement added.

THE HINDU T



" Maoists target Indian firm

PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Aug. 11: Maoists
have threatened to indefinite-
1y close down nearly two dozen
big companies in Nepal, inclu-
ding an Indian one, for alleged-
ly “exploiting” workers and
for promoting the interests of
King Gyanendra. )
Of about 85 Indian joint ve-
ntures, only one tobacco ma-
nufacturing company — Su-
rya Nepal — is on the hit list.
The Nepal king has substan-
tial stakes in this company.
The shutdown threat — fr-
om next Tuesday — came re-
cently from a trade union affil-
iated to the Maoists and appe-
arsto be directed more against
the king than India. Hotel Soa-
ltee Crown Plaza, Bottlers Ne-

pal, Pashupati Spinning Mills
and Sangai Plastic are among
the targets.

India has urged Nepal to
provide security to its compa-
nies. Officials said though on-
1y one was on the hit list now;,
several others could be threat-
ened in coming days.

Agency reports from Kath-
mandu quoted Sanjay Verma,
first secretary at the Indian
embassy, as saying India has
sought the help of the Nep-
alese foreign ministry to pro-
tect its companies.

“We have taken very serio-
us note of the Maoist threats
to Indian joint venture compa-
nies, including Surya Nepal, a
tobacco manufacturing com-
pany,” agencies quoted an Ind-
ian embassy official as saying.

aur
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The official said such inci-
dents would discourage other
Indian companies and might
“adversely affect” the employ-
ment situation in Nepal. “We
have asked the government to
take appropriate measures to
ensure greater security of the
Indian companies here.”

Sources said India has ask-
ed for cover to all its joint ven-
tures to ensure Surya Nepal
was not singled out and the im-
pression created that it was tr-
yingto protect the king’s inter-
ests.

Officials in the Indian em-
bassy in Kathmandu said that
four months ago, India had
written a similar letter to the
Nepalese authorities after its
companies came under threat
from the rebels. “Many of

these companies armking
under considerable threat
from the Maoists,” an Indian
diplomat said.

Early this year, 15 Indian
oil tankers were burnt by Mao-
ists at Bhairva in Nepal. The
attack came after key Maoist
leaders were arrested in India.

Although Delhi felt it was a
direct consequence of the ar-
rests, the Maoists argued that
local unit members had atta-
cked the tankers as they were
angry with the drivers for vio-
lating a bandh.

Indian joint ventures in
Nepal started in a big way wh-
en LK. Gujral was Prime Min-
ister.

He encouraged investment
in Nepal to strengthen bilater-
al economic relations.
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Maoists attack
Indlan school

KATHMANDU, June 9. — As a
countrywide education strike

called by Nepal's Maoists
entered the fourth day today, a
bomb went off in an Indian
school destroying computers and
damaging buses.

The Modern Indian School,
one of the four schools in Nepal
affiliated to India's Central
Board of Secondary Education,
was the target of the attack.

At least 20 rebels stormed the
Modern Indian School at 4.30
a.m, and after overpowering the
guards, detonated a bomb in the
computer room of the school at
Chovar, about 10 kms south of

- Kathmandu, police said. Two
rooms and 46 computers of the
school were compietely damaged
by the explosion, they said, adding
no one was injured in the blast.

The school is located at
Chobhar in Kathmandu. The
three other CBSE-affiliated
schools are the Kendriya Vid-
yalaya, located on the grounds of
the Indian embassy here, the
DAV School and Rai School.

The blast is intended to
enforce an indefinite strike
called by the Maoist student
wing — All Nepal National
Independent Students' Union
(Revolutionary).

The banned underground
organisation wants the terrorist
tag imposed on it removed, its
detained leaders freed, and

THE STATESMAN 4 n
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school fees slashed Some
schools here have been defying
the strike and holding classes.

An earlier student agitation
last year had brought about the
resignation of the then educa-
tion and home ministers and
triggered widespread unrest.

A delegation of school admin-
istrators yesterday met the
Prime Minister, Mr Sher
Bahadur Deuba, and urged him
to take steps to allow schools to
remain open.

%i

A staff at the Modern [ndian School
inspects the damage following a bomb
attack near Kathmandu
on Wednesday. — AFP

A 205,



It does not pay to take for granted one’s hosts or neighbours, no matter
how small, writes SANJOY HAZARIKA

. Bhutan: Stren
~-sans showmans

HE Taschicodzong in Thimpu, the

centre of government, is the core of

Bhutan, a Himalayan kingdom often

described as the last Shangri-la. Its
grand stonc turrets, washed white and trim-
med with a rich brown at the top, dominate
the Wangdi cha valley. Built over 50 years ago,
this masterpiece of Bhutanese architecture
reflects superd technigue and craftsmanship.
Tt also asserts the uniqueness of the nation: its
ereat wooden beams, halls, rooms and corri-
dors have been constructed withoot a single
wron nail; it is strength without showmanship.
The Bhutauese, it anything, are gracious in
their approach but pu one should mistake
their courtesy for weakness,

For years. the peace of this tiny land, wedg-
cd between Indiand China on o Himalayan
ridge. way shatiered by the activities of armed
aroups from the North-cast. which took con-
irol of tervitory in southern and eastern
Bhutan to cstablish cimps for training,
recruitiment. rest and refuge as well as storage
of weapons and explosives. These camps
included the General Headguarters of the
United Liberation Froat of Asom as well as its
Central Headquarters iy castern Bhutan, the
headguarters of the National Democratic
Front of Bodoland and ihat of the Kamatapur
Liberation Organisation, which was active in
North Bengal as well us the western wedge of
Assam. Not less than 2,000 cadre, many of
them armed, lived in these camps, located
deep within Bhutanese territory.

This period of uncertainty and suspicion

which began in 1991 after the flight of the first
bands .of rebels flecing Army operations ag-
ainst Ulfa and other groups in Assam to Bhu-
1an 10 establish camps at the border and then
move deeper inland has devastated economic
and people-to-people relations between
Assam and Bhutan. It cut the border areas off
from each other, despite a shared history and
centuries of trade, border and living together,
and introduced an overwhelming element of
fear and potential violence into the relations.
The calm enjoyed for nearly 40 years, or just
1bout half the reign of the present line of the
Wangchuk monarchy, lay shattered.

For years, Bhutan’s leaders had requested,
ven “begged” the insurgent leaders to quit
aeir country and head out of their home-
ands. “Your problem is not with us; it is with
ndia, so you should sort it out with India
nstead of creating difficulties for us,” was the
ine. But their appeal fell on deaf ears.

What perhaps has not been understood
nough is the strength of the local feeling ag-
inst the groups. Anyone who has been read-
1g the weekly Kuensel, a semi-independent
ewsmagazine which publishes in English,
yzongkha (the main language of Bhutan)
nd Nepali, has over the past several years
oted how in issue after issue, villagers and
ownsfolk as well as local representatives told
{ing Jigme Singye Wangchuk and top offi-
ials of the government that they regarded
he presence of the armed groups as the
‘biggest threat” to the kingdom and thein

own lives.

Perhaps there was some hype in the report-
ing and emotions boiled over in those interac-
tions. But the core of worry, fear and ange:
cannot be underestimated. There were nof
less than three unanimous resolutions by the
Bhutanese Parliament, the National Assem:
bly, authorising talks with the militants to ask
them to leave and underlining that the mili
tary option should be the last one. Few took
those resolutions seriously, including this

CYNICISM OVER BHUTAN CLAIMS
THERE is some rationale for this cynicism:
there have been published reports of contacts
between the Bhutanese and the insurgents in
the early 1990s which were aimed at shoring
up the Bhutanese border against the anti-
monarchy, pro-democracy movement by
Bhutanese of Nepalese stock. The Bhutanese
dissidents attacked officials and villagers
from across the border in India. Indian offi-
cials feel that there was an element of con-
nivance at the middle and lower rungs of the
Bhutan administration with regard to the
establishment of the rebel camps. The first
camps in Bhutan were of the Bodos; Ulfa and
the KLO came later. Local residents were
happy to supply food at the exorbitant rates
that the militants were able to pay: the latter
had no shortage of funds and a flourishing
local economy grew. Thimpu maintained a
studied silence on the issue for years,
although the King had earlier permitted
Indian Army operations against the militants
in 1991,

But a connection was always there: a hand-
ful of Bhutanese officials at the lower level
helped with smuggling funds through official
channels: They have since been arrested and
charged. The pressure from the public, New
Delhi and their own security concems led to a
calibrated approach initiated by King Jigme
as Bhutan started moving against the foreign
militants.

First, they enacted a National Security Act
which threatened any national helping the
militants with supplies of food, etc. with sum-
mary arrest and prison terms. But supplies
continued to come from the Assam districts,
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King Jigme Singye Wangchuk with Atal Behari Vajpayee in New Delhi in September 2003. — AFP
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especially Nalbari, Kokrajhar, Darrang and
Kamrup on the border with Bhutan.
Thimpu’s position began to harden when it
got reports of contacts between the dissidents
in the refugee camps in Bhutan and the
North-east militants and of initial training
being given to a handful of the southern
Bhutanesc as this group is called. These were
aggravating Indian security concerns especial-
ly with the possibility of connections between
the Maoists of Nepal and tht north-eastern
groups next door.

REPEATED REBUFFS

BUT what mattered most to the Bhutanese
was the offence in the repeated rebuffs to per-
sonal efforts by the King, who visited the
camps of the militants to request them to
leave. The groups rejected similar appeals at
official talks in Thimpu with top ministers of
the government. “We did not stand on proto-
col. The talks from our side were led by me,
the Prime Minister, and they did mention
their appreciation of this,” recalled Jigme
Thinley, the courteous but firm head of gov-
ernment. The Bhutanese asked them to leave
the country without conditions, saying they
valued the traditional relations of trade,
friendship and social interaction between
their country and Assam, with which they
share a long border.

“If they met patrols of the Royal Bhutan
Army, they would refuse to give way... they
were so arrogant,” said Prime Minister
Thinley. “It became unbearable.” The anger
and pressure built up to the last months when

2003 at Thimpu. “Any other neighbour” in
India’s place “would have exerted far greater
pressure” because the armed groups were
posing a threat not just to Bhutan but also to
India and the region.

Thinley recalled his near-despair as the
talks fell apart and the situation headed for a
bitter denouement: “They were tremendous-
ly confident vis-a-vis their military prowess as
far as Bhutan and India were concerned.
They did not take us seriously... I told them
‘How will you explain to your people the loss
of cadres in a land not inimical to you?’ They
brushed it aside... I said, ‘This is the last
round of talks... and if it does not succeed
then there is no choice but to engage in fratri-
cidal war.””

All this time, the military preparations were
on, down to the last detail, under the supervi-
sion of the king. Over the past years, a net-
work of military camps had been set up along
the border but the insurgents paid little heed
to them, much to their cost.

OPPONENTS SURPRISED

ON 15 December 2003, when the tiny Bhutan
army, unbloodied and untested in war since
1865, blasted their way into the jungle hide-
outs of the Assam armed groups with mortars
and machine gun fire, they overwhelmed their
surprised opponents aithough some stood
and fought — the 49 casualties (including 13
dead) on the RBA side testifies to that - scat-
tered them and forced many to surrender
either to them or to Indian troops waiting on
the other side. About 1,000 have been killed
or captured and neither New Dethi or
Thimpu is saying how many in each category.
But about another 1,000 have scattered to
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, the West Garo
Hills of Meghalaya, to Bangladesh and a few
to Myanmar through the long Arunachal
route.

There are unconfirmed reports that the
Bhutanese allowed a number of Ulfa cadres,
including a senior member, to go in exchange

" for several of their soldiers who had been held
captive. One has not been able to confirm this
from either side. But there is one point which
needs stressing: many pundits, scholars,
media specialists and military analysts have
forgotten that the Bhutanese needed not just
weapons but a cause. And that they had: they
were fighting for their country.

Bhutan continues to be concerned about
security threats to its future. But as a result of
its short military campaign, the northern bor-
ders of Assam are safer. Vigilance cannot be
relaxed, yet trade and people-to-people rela-
tions must resume.

We should learn that it does not pay to take -

for granted one’s hosts or neighbours, no mat-
ter how small. If we don’t understand and
respect this, the Nosth-cast will remain a
backwater of underdevelopment, corruption
and violence. Who will want to trade with us,
to do business with us, to send their goods and
people through the region if they are con-
stantly worried about the safety of both?

The roads to South-east Asia will open up
when we understand this basic lesson. We
have to face the challenges within, the rot
inside, the contradictions roaming the region
and deal with the arrogance, insensitivity and
short sightedness that leads to the multiple,
avoidable tragedies to which we bear witness.

In the context of conflicts and struggles, the
means are as important as the ends.

writer, and certainly not the armed groups.

_Ulfa and the NDFB were summoned for a

(The author is a Consulting Editor with The

Good rhetoric... but will it work?

OHN KERRY, the presumptive

Democratic presidential nomi-

nee, is saying all the right things

out the USA's foreign policy and
yet his credibility is not going up. He
invoked Teddy Roosevelt, saying,
“America should walk softly and
carry a big stick... if a man con-
tinually blusters, if he lacks civility, a
big stick will not save him from trou-
ble.” No sane person would say that
this kind of approach, soft walk and
big stick, would have worked with
stateless terrorists like Osama bin
Laden and ALQaida. But it did
work with Pakistan and Libya,
Secking cooperation from Pakistan
in the aftermath of 9/11 using more
iuster than civility was a great suc-
coss. No less spectacular has been
the unravehng of the nuclear ambi-
tions of Libya, which led w the
uncarthing  and  oxposure of
Pakistan's AQ Khaw's clandestine
international trade in nuclear know-
how with North Korea and other
countries, It is difficult 1o say
whether the world is less dangerous
today but we know how widespread
had become the privatisation of nu-
clear weapon technology.

In hindsight, cspecially in regard
lo lraq, Kerry's criticism sounds
wise that the Bush administration
“hoped for the best when they

should have prepared for the
worst.” The American people were
not prepared for this kind of long
and sustained hostility from Shias as
well Sunnis in Irag, when all they
were trying to do was to liberate
them from the tyranny of Saddam
Hussein. They also failed to under-
stand the role Iran might play to
safeguard its interest in the region.
Probably the Bush administration
should have asked how much free-
dom the Iraqis could tolerate and in
what form, especially when they had
a terrible past and are surrounded
by countries where non-freedom is
the political norm. But the whole
point of invading Iraq was to estab-
lish a centre of working democracy;
and then let the whole region
change. Kerry is not averse to such a
vision, His modus operandi would
have been different, he says.

“They bullied when they should
have persuaded. They've gone it al-
one when they should have assem-
bled a team,” Kerry said, adding
that Bush has made America less
safe in a dangerous world and has
“undermined the legitimacy of gen-
erations of American leadership.”
In the light of the disclosure about
the inhuman, barbaric and sadistic
treatment of Abu Gharib prisoners,
the whole country has been feeling

cyber age

" "ND BATRA

humiliated. Kerry promises to res-
tore the world’s faith in America’s
essential goodness. Let America be
America, he says. But how?.
According o the strategic vision
he has laid before the American
people during his recent campaign
attack against Bush, he said the
USA under his presidency would
take urgent steps to rebuild the shat-
tered trust in American leadership
and eliminate the scourge of terror-
ism. Apart from building alliances in
the post 9/11 era, modernising the

military to meet new threats, Kerry
would use diplomacy, intelligence
system, economic power, and “most
importantly, the appeal, the extraor-
dinary appeal that through centuries
has made us who we are, the appeal
of our values and our ideals.” He
would jettison the overtly-stated
Bush doctrine of pre-emption -
eliminate the perceived threat
before it becomes unmanageable —
though once a politician, Democrat
or Republican, enters the White
House, the temptation of pre-emp-
tion are too great to forgo.

The necessary checks and balan-
ces in foreign policy cannot come
from.within the USA because of the
mindset that offence is the best form
of defence. Only an outside power
with a different vision of how the
world should be governed, like the
Eutopean Union, for example,
could provide a corrective to the
pre-emption proclivities of the sole
Super power.

Kerry says that as President his
top priority will be to prevent terror-
ists from getting weapons of mass
destruction. “We must ensure that
lawless states and terrorists will not
be armed with WMD. This is the
single gravest threat to our securi-
ty,” he said. But that's what exactly
Bush claims he has been trying to

do; and look, where it has led us -
daily carnage and prison abuse in
Iraq.

The most radical proposal Kerry
makes refers to Saudi Arabia, who
has failed “to do all that it can do to
stop financing and providing ideo-
logical support of Al-Qaida and
other terrorist groups. We cannot
continue this administration’s kid
glove approach to the supply and
laundering of terrorist money.”
There is no doubt that most Ame-
ricans believe that Saudi Arabia, in
spite of the recent terrorist attacks
on its own soil, is the financial and
ideological hub of Al-Qaida terror-
ism, but when they push the peddie

-on their gas guzzling sports utility

vehicles, they don’t understand whe-
ther anything could be done about
the Saudis’ complicity in terrorism.
Will energy independence, freedom
from dependency upon West Asian
oil, eliminate terrorism? Not neces-
sarily, but it will enable the USA to
confront the Saudis more openly,
what Kerry calls, in a campaign of
“name and shame” against those
that finance terror, The rhetoric
sounds good but will it work?

(ND Batrg is Professor of Com-
munications, Norwich University,
Vermont.)

LOS ANGELES A
judge has ordered a
former US Navy spe-
cial forces operative

accused of stalking

Oscar-winning movie

star Halle Benry fo stay

at least 80 m away

from her. Judge Linda

Lefkowitz issued a

preliminary injunction

against Greg

Proussard, ordering

him not to make

contact with Berry, her e
manager, Vincent Cirrincione, or publicist Karen Samifilippo.
Broussard has allegedly made numerous attempts to contact
Berty by telephone and fax and “incorrectly believes that
Cirtincione is Berry's father,” according to court papers. In her
deciaration to the court, Berry alleges that Broussard *has
imagined a relationship with me wherein he and | are
engaged to be married and that my manager and publicist
are preventing him from being with me. - AFP

Better late than never

WASHINGTON — A California woman can sue fo retrieve

$150 million worth of family paintings stolen by the Nazis, the .-
Supreme Court ruled in opening US courts to World War 1i-
era disputes the Bush administration had wanted seftled
diplomatically. The ruling was celebrated by Jewish leaders,
who hape for jury verdicts while some Holocaust survivors

stili are alive. The court ruied in a 6-3 vote that 88-year-old
Marla Altmann could pursue a lawsuit in federal courtin Los
Angeles that seeks to force Austria to turn over six Gustav
Kiimt paintings that include portraits of her aunt. The

“paintings are among an estimated 6,00,000 art works the

Nazis stole during Adolf Hitler's rule in Germany. - AP

Not so cool

ORLANDO (FLORIDA) ~ Chugging more than one sugar-
sweetened soft drink a day appears to significantly increase
a woman's chances of developing diabetes, says a Harvard
study that found the extra sugar does more than just add
pounds. Womenin the study who drank at least-one sugar-,
gweetened soda a day were 85 per cent more likely to
develop type 2 diabetes than those who drank less, said
Matthias B Schulze, who presented the Harvard School of
Public Health research at the American Diabetes
Association’s 84th scientific sessions, ~ AP

Living life king-size

SILJCON VALLEY ~ Indian immigrants have the highest life
expectancy among California residents, exceeding the state
average by almost six years, according fo a study. The study,
The Demographics of Mortality in California, conducted by -
the Public Policy Institute of California, revealed that immi-
grants in general outlive the US born residents. Life expect-
‘ancy for immigrants in California was 81.5 years, compared
10 77.4 years for US natives. Aimost ali of the Asian sub-
groups, except Laotians and Cambodians, have life expect-
ancies exceeding the state average, said the report. — PTI

'LONDON ~ Henry VIl may have been no oil painting, but he
has undergone a rejuvenating facelift in one of his portraits.
An overpainted 18th-century depiction of the Tudor King,
based on Holbein's iconic image, has been removed 1o
reveal a 16th-century portrait of a younger, gentier monarch
that had until now been concealed. The discovery has been
made by a leading British dealer, Philip Mould. "The
confrontational, belligerent post-Reformation image of Henry
is replaced by a more human, sweeter pre-Reformation
Henry," he said. - The Times

In the name of the sun...

LONDON - A doctor who dared to champion the health be-
nefits of sunshine has won few converts among cancer éx- -
perts in Britairi. Michael Holick, professor of dermatology at
Boston University until his controversial views cost him hig
job, was in Britain to promote the book that provoked his sac-
king. The UV Advantage claims that only by exposure 10 ade-
quate sunlight can the body generate enough vitamin D And
vitamin D, the book claims, is a protection against many int--
ernal cancers, including cancers of the breast, colon and proy
state, By denying people sufficient sunshine, the anti-sun’
bby is doing more harm than good, in Dr Holick's view. Regu
lar, unprotected sun exposure would prevent "thousands of

cancer deaths & year', according to this theory. - The Times drank less. said
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|+ India has stake in Nepal’s ™ ==

pol|t|cal stablllty, says Naar

By Amit Baruah

KATHMANDU, JUNE 4. India has an
important stake in the restora-
tion of political stability in Ne-
pal, the visiting External Affairs
Minister, Natwar Singh, told
King Gyanendra during a 70-
minute meeting at the Na-
rayanhiti palace this evening.

Mr. Singh, who also met the
newly-appointed Prime Minis-
ter, Sher Bahadur Deuba, and
the CPN-UML leader, Madhav
Kumar Nepal, held talks with
the King without any officials
being present. India’s Ambas-
sador to Nepal, Shyam Saran,
told presspersons in Mr.
Singh’s presence, that New Del-
hi’s support to strengthening
Nepal's security capabilities
would continue.

With the appointment of a
new Prime Minister ending a
period of “uncertainty”, India
hoped that this marked the be-
ginning of a process through
which a truly representative,
multi-party government would
emerge. India also hoped that
the political parties represented
in the dissolved Parliament
would come together in a spirit
of mutual understanding, Mr.
Saran said.

“I've just had a meeting with
His Majesty, the King. My visit
indicates the very great impor-
tance that we attach to our rela-
with this wonderful

. country. Our ties are so multi-
. faceted that I cannot even list

them. I also met the Prime Min-
ister and I'm hoping to meet
other leaders and friends,” the
External Affairs Minister said.
Mr. Singh said that it was no
coincidence that his first visit
after taking officewas to Nepal.
He maintained that the policy
of the Manmohan Singh-led
Government would be to con-
tinue high-level visits between
the two countries. He said India
fully supported the Nepalese in
their endeavour to overcome

the challenges facing their
country.

According to Mr. Saran, King
Gyanendra  welcomed Mr.

Singh’s visit to Nepal and
hoped that under his steward-
ship, bilateral ties would im-
prove. Both exchanged views
on a wide range of bilateral and

The External Affairs Minister, Natwar Singh, being greeted on arrival at the Tribhuvan
International Airport in Kathmandu on Friday. — AFP

regional issues in a cordial
manner.

Mr. Singh extended full sup-
port to Nepal's economic de-
velopment in a spirit of mutual
benefit.

“The Minister also conveyed
to His Majesty, the Indian Gov-
ernment’s determination to
continue regional cooperation
in SAARC and under the ambit
of BIMST-EC [Bangladesh-In-
dia-Myanmar-Sri Lanka Eco-
nomic Cooperation].”

Mr. Saran said the King
wished success to the new Gov-
ernment in India to achieve its
aims of political and economic
reform and requested Mr. Singh
to convey his greetings and best
wishes to the Indian leadership.
He also invited the President,
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, the Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh,

and the Congress president, So- -

nia Gandhi, to visit Nepal.

Mr. Singh told the Prime
Minister that the Maoist insur-
gency in Nepal was a challenge
to the security of both “our
countries.”

'Y

This problem required coop-
erative efforts on the part of In-
dia and Nepal, Mr. Saran
said.The External Affairs Minis-
ter said India was willing not
only to pursue, but also expand
the “already considerable” eco-
nomic cooperation between the
two countries.

Asked to explain what India
meant by saying it had an im-
portant stake in Nepal’s politi-
cal stability, Mr. Saran said that
the two countries share a long
and open border and there
were no restrictions on the
movement of citizens of either
country. “Whatever happens in
Nepal, it inevitably has an im-
pact on India, similarly whatev-
er happens in India has an
impact on Nepal. So, it stands
to reason that we have a stake
in the political stability of this
country and its economic well-
being.”

India, he said, had taken a
consistent position that there
were two pillars of political sta-
bility in Nepal, the constitu-
tional monarchy and the

multi-party democracy and on-
ly if these two pillars work in
concert political stability could
be restored. And only then
could the larger challenge
posed by the Maoist insurgency
be faced, Mr. Saran felt.

Admitting that there was
some “confidence gap” be-
tween the institutions, he
hoped that a new government
would prepare the ground for
the next election and a peace
process with the Maoist insur-
gents. The Maoists must under-
stand that violence was not the
answer to Nepal's problems
and that they must shun the
bullet for the ballot.

Asked if India’s interest in
Nepal was because of China,
Mr. Saran replied: “China and
Nepal, as far as we know, have
very good relations. India itself
is improving its relations with
China. India has also suggested
to Nepal that we could have a
transit route through Nepal for
trade with China. So, I do not
think that this is a zero sum
game.”

TREHNDU
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ing resigned last month

Natwar’s plan to v1snt

p,\“Kathmandu 1ll-t1med ‘w”

. Budeshna Sarkar
_in Kathmandu

June 1. — India’s newly
appointed foreign minister
Mr Natwar Singh’s pro-
posed trip to Kathmandu
is likely to add fuel to local
sentiments about Indian
interference in Nepal’s
internal matters.
* After being sworn in last
week, Mr Singh is consid-
ering making Nepal his
first port of call abroad
and is expected either to
come on a two-day or one-
day trip from or on 4 June.
Though a spokesman in
the Indian foreign ministry
said the trip would be
made to underscore the
importance Delhi attaches
to its smaller neighbour, it
could trigger further anti-
Indian sentiments in a
country that is being gov-
erned by an unpopular
caretaker government.
‘With Prime Minister Mr
Surya Bahadur Thapa hav-

and continuing till his suc-
cessor is appointed, the
political situation is highly
volatile. Late last night,
King Gyanendra met for-
mer Prime Minister Mr
Sher Bahadur Deuba —
whose sacking in October
2002 added to the instabil-

* The trip could trigger
further anti-Indian
sentiments in Nepal
which is presently
governed by an
unpopular caretaker
government

ity — after the expiry of
the deadline for submit-
ting nominations for the
top executive job.

A motley crowd of 35
applicants, including a for-
mer Premier, a former
deputy Prime Minister,
three ministers from the
earlier Lokendra Bahadur
Chand government, a

]ournallst a maverlck car-
rying a shovel, a man
claiming to have divine
powers and two college
students, have applied for
the coveted job.

Surprisingly, there have |

been no nominations from
the opposition coalition of
the five major parties of
Nepal, whose continued
agitation forced first Mr
Chand and then Mr Thapa
to quit.

When Mr Thapa was
named Prime Minister by
King Gyanendra last year,
the presence of former
Indian Prime Minister Mr
Chandra Shekhar and a
former Indian ambassador
to Nepal, Mr KV Rajan,
created a furore with the
Nepalese media accusing
them of having pulled
strings. And the Indian
foreign minister’s pres-
ence in Kathmandu at
such a critical time could
give a fresh lease of life to

such allegations. .
rd
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'N his first inderview in six years, King

Jigme Singye' Wangchuk of Bhutan

spoke to SANJOY HAZARIKA about

his vision for his tiny land and its peo-
Dle, the need for multi-party democracy, his
roll-back of near-absolute powers for himself
and the monarchy and the efforts to negoti-
ate the departure of militants from the
North-east, which failed, and the military
action which followed. The King’s initiative
to slash his own authority is little short of
revolutionary. He retains control of the
Royal Bhutan Army, which saw military
action for the first time in December and
which is bound to have a major role in
Bhutan, given heightened threat percep-
tions. Over the past years, a Council of
Ministers has evolved with new, young faces
and who are elected by the National
Assembly.

On democratic changes in Bhutan and
the draft Constitution

The reason that the Constitution is being
drafted is because Bhutan and its people are
ready to have a democratic political system.
And it will be based on parliamentary
democracy. After the Constitution is drafted,
I am going to go to all 20 districts and con-
sult local leaders, villagers and explain to
them the Constitution, what it means since
party politics is something that is alien to
our people. Clause by clause, article by arti-
cle, it will be discussed with scholars and vil-
lagers, with business and finance communi-
ty, with all the people. For us in Bhutan, the
most important thing is to have good gover-
nance. I want a democratic political system
that will provide good governance. Can we
succeed in this or not is difficult to say
because it is a new experience for all of us. It
depends on the Bhutanese people and how
politically mature they will be and the res-
ponsibilities they will take. This is a process
of referendum, it will take time, there will be
opposition, some because people do not
understand; also some because they see a
new system. We know that party political
systems which have come up in developing
countries have often not done well.

On the role of the King

The King will be a constitutional head. This
is something that we want to do. There is no
pressure on me at all, certainly not from
within the country. But right from the
1970s, I realised that Bhutan cannot have a
different political system than what pre-
vails in the South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation. The only factor here
is a democratic political system that works,
that provides stability and good governance.
To say that this process is “too early” is not
an argumert; it is an excuse for not doing it.
I do not believe in these excuses.

On contacts with the NE militants

The problem started in 1990/1991 with
Operation Rhino and Bajrang (of the Indian
Army against the militants). We did not
know anything about the Ulfa; NDFB-KLO
did not even exist at the time. They did not
come deep inside but stayed on the Assam-

"HE STATESMAN
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King Jigme Singye Wangchuk of Bhutan

Bhutan border. From 1991-94, many Indian
Army operations were launched to remove
these people after 1 gave permission. The
result was that instead of leaving, they star-
ted going deep within Bhutan and that cre-
ated the problem for us. We believed that
we could resolve this peacefully because of
good relations with Assam and we believed
that they could not have an independent
Assam and Bodoland. For six years, we
tried to have a dialogue with them and did
not succeed. In Bhutan, the responsibility
for safeguard the security and integrity of
the kingdom is the responsibility of the
King. I told the National Assembly that (I
would do) whatever it takes to fulfil this
responsibility and in all sincerity I tried my
level best to resolve the problem peacefully
by talking to them.

I met the leadership in the camps. I went
to practically all their camps. It was not
easy for them to come for a dialogue, they
said. KLO never came here for a dialogue. I
went without security and without being
announced, without a big entourage, to
these heavily fortified camps where they
had been living for years. I talked to NDFB,
Ulfa, KLLO and tried to reason with them
and explain to them but they were not
responsive. They wanted the independence
of Assam and Bodoland. I said, “How can
you have two independent states, including
Bodoland inside Assam?” I told them this

31 MAY 200

was impractical since they were surrounded
by Indian states. They gave the example of
East Timor. I was not successful in convine-
ing them.

On criticism that Bhutan should have
taken action earlier

What many people simply overlooked was
that these people - call them militants, ter-
rorists or anti-nationals — were Indian na-
tionals. To launch an operation against
Indian nationals was difficult. We have
such good relations with Assam going back
a thousand years. We were very concerned
that this would have strong repercussions
on Assam and our relations with Assam.
From what we hear, there is a lot of relief
and appreciation that people do not have to
pay taxes to the militants, which were being
collected earlier. Very large amounts were
collected from Assam and from Assamese
working in Bhutan. What many people for-
get is that there are only three road links
between Bhutan and the rest of the world:
all of them go through India. We are totally
dependent on these routes, two of which go
through Assam including the Bodo areas.
All our trade, our oranges, ginger and car-
damom is transported through these routes.
We tried to stop Bhutanese from trading
with the militants; it affected all our border
towns and markets. Not one shop was left
open and it caused a lot of economic hard-

dy for
democracy

ship. We supplied goods to people from the
Food Corporation of Bhutan godowns, but
the media reported militants starving and
in poor conditions. This was not true. They
had plenty of money.

On the failure of talks

The National Assembly in its 81st session
decided to authorise only one more round of
talks and if that failed it was to be followed
by military action. The position of Ulfa at
the last round of talks was... they told us
flatly they could not go. Qur basic demand
was not that they should remove all the
camps, we wanted their GHQ and CHQ to
be relocated from Bhutan. The National
Assembly which wanted all camps to cloge
agreed to my suggestion that at least one of
the two HQs should go. It would be too
much to expect them to close everything at
once. Then the others would follow, Ulfa
told us they had nowhere else to go. As far
as the NDFB was concerned, they said they
could not leave Bhutan and if they were to
go today, they would be back tomorrow. The
KLO never turned up here. But we have
also to ask why they came here. It was not
a Bhutanese problem. There are two sides
to a:coin, Assam has untapped potential
and natural resources, it could bloom with
tourism. But governance is important,

On the crackdown

We knew that if it was a prolonged thing,
we could lose. We knew that in all our plan-
ning and discussion. We knew that unless it
was quick and decisive, we might get beat-
en. All I can say, is look at the seriousness
of the situation: our army had never had
any experience of conflict, our officers had
zero combat experience. Since the 1865 bat-
tle with the British, we have known nothing
but peace and stability. It was a totally new
experience for us.

Their camps were fortified, there were
observation posts. There were a total of
2,000-t0-3,000 militants at different times, .
depehding on the season; during the winter
months the recruits were trained; during
the monsoons, they would slip into Assam
because movement was easier. After the
operations, we recovered large numbers of
arms and explosives. But all this stuff about
mortar shells and artillery, well, we have no
artillery. We did use mortars but we just
had enough mortar shells for the first day.
There was a lot of fighting and all of them
did not run because they were committed
and have been trained and lived in the jun-
gles for many years. We knew that we had
to remove them in a short span of time.
(Bhutan, he said, suffered 13 dead and 36
wounded.)

On relations with India

A good thing about being around for: 32
years is that whatever government comes to
power in Delhi, you will see many familiar
faces! For us it is important that India
should have a stable government.

(The author is a Consulting Editor with The
Statesman.)

TP ———



!

(¢ 98ed ‘aaygoadsuag
998 ‘MIIAIUT [[NF X0,

“eoIR Pa)saI0] Ao
ur ‘Ioploq ysopwId [8YD
~BUNIYy oY} Jeeu uByg
W19)sBs Ul payydie Apjusoal
useq peyq g4(dN 24} woy
8dnoad pouLre [ewWs oouls
souBidiA 831 doap jou pmeo
£Lryunoo sty 1ey) 3uirlss ‘no
USALIP U99(| 9ABY SJUBYIT
oY} 783 AM0U 3jou BurLiem
¥ pepunos os[® oy jug

SN 10] doustiedxe
mou A[810) B sem 3] “ANMg
~218 pue sowed nq Sunyiou
UMOIY 9ABY oM ‘YsTILIE oY)

J RS SpEq 9981 oY) soulg

‘edustedxe JeqUIOd 040%
PpeY 8I1900J0 N0 “PIPFUOD JO
soustiedxs Lus pey Jessu
pey AuLre no [uonenyis ay}

| Jo S90USNOLIA8 8y} 38 HOO[

81 ‘Aes uwd | [V ‘ueyBaq 303

JYSIr oM ‘SAISIIAP PUB YT
-nb sem 1 s897UN 1B} 980}
pinoo em ‘Gumyy paduoioad
© SBA 1 JT 18U} MOIY O,

:pres 9} * ,UOTIO® SAISIOAP
pue 0ys, asoyd Buty Iy}
‘porre) SMofe I[B USUYM
‘paIB[Rsp
9y ‘uressy yjm suone|
-3 pood 1o Jo 9sNBIAqG ATy
~eovad STy} 9A[0S8X prhoys
am poAdlaq oM '98ls
UBIpU] A POPUNOLIMNS Siom
Layy se [BorpoBadunr sem
(aouopuedapur Jo wTe) ST
weyy pioy 1 T WSy ypa
uoseal 0} peLn} pue QT
‘eJIN) ‘gAdN 343 03 perre)
1 ‘PO0}SISPUNSTUL U] 9ABY
ABUl 1 9SIMIAMI0 O8NBISY

PAOUTIOUUBUN puB LLINods
moyym Juem 1 ‘onSoferp

ynyoSuvy
akFug awS1p Fury

Joj auI0d 0} WAYY J0j Lswo
90U SBM 1 pres £oy) somg
‘sdurso oy} ur dnysiopwe]
oy} Pw [ o dured £I9a9
Aeorpoead 0y quem I,
"peayansy B jo 38} 03
9[0X UMO STy 39npaz pue ofd
-oad jJo suza0ou00 a1 Jooyed
pInoM Jey] UoyNIMSUc) B
Jexp 0} 83309 91y Jo apdoad
ST 90UTAUOY 0} PUB B0URU
-1oa03 poog opraocad, o}
uenyg 0} W)sLS SHRIOUI
-ep Arejuewrsipted ‘Ajred
-jmw g 3uLiq 03 UCHBUNM
-1939p sy ‘sdnoil pouLrs
ay} Jo amjredsp Yy} 9reny
-08ou 0 s1.100 Teuostad sty

Jo 8um 381G Y3 20} [1B19P
uy ajods o] "uoryeu SyqeIsu

MIHOONYS DUONIS HINOH L WHIAd NS

AAISTO XA

350] PIN0I 3IM MaU

oM Emz pafuojoid e se

-[0A pue  paxpofpuB| ‘Aur
S JO INO SHURIIIU WIFISLD
“YJION SALIp 03 D3] Jjosuny
yey uSredures Arejrru [nj
-85800NS § JoqUIS0a(] }88[ U0
pesnooy ynyoSuep eA3ulg
owdip Bury] ‘siwef XIS
Ul malalejur s8Iy Sy Uf
‘Jaeos Tedor pus
‘889Jp Teuowyeu suaopSuryy
wede{eun}] oY} ST Yomym
8qoa oys ay) ‘of [euon
-IpBN) 9y} Ul ain3y owos
-puEy B8 SJ00 IH 'SIONSIA
S9AI99A1 9Y axeyMm ‘uBInyg
ut £juoyine juswuIa0d
Jo yess ay} ‘Suozpoyorysery,
a3 Jo dooy}
puo9as ay3 uo {[8Y Rduapne
Junmexds ‘ojsuao IY) 0)
20UBIIUS U} JB Poojs Jury]
oYL — ‘6% 48 ‘NJWTHL

JJABIS SMIN NVINSILVLS
AVZVH AOINVS

N
VY

2

Hi,

MK

n:a'ATBMAN 1



‘India-Nepal 1 Joye
to thwart Maoists

Pramod Giri
Siliguri, April 14

POLICE, BSF and intelligence
officials in North Bengal have
felt the need for an Uttar Prad-
esh kind of strategy to be adopt-
ed by the governments of India
and Nepal to thwart any at-
tempt of Nepali Maoists to infil-
trate into North Bengal.

The home ministry has been
urged to increase joint surveil-
lance by the two governments
along the India-Nepal border
in Bihar during the ensuing
Lok Sabha elections.

On Tuesday, Nepali security
officials, including the chief
district officers of Rautahat,
Sarlahi, Parsa, Bara, Chitwan
and Nawalparasi districts (all in
Nepal) and the district magis-
trates and superintendents of
police of East and West Cham-
paran and Customs officials of
Raxaul in UP met and agreed to
enhance joint patrolling along
the India-Nepal border in Uttar
Pradesh. The meeting was held
at Raxaul, UP.

The decision to enhance joint
patrolling along the border was
taken after the two governmen-
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got intelligence reports that
epal Maoists might infiltrate

into India during the April 26
Lok Sabha elections in UP.

There are also reports that
the Nepal Maoists’ activities in
India have increased after the
arrest of Mohan Baidhya, third
leader of the Nepal Communist
Party (Maoist) in Siliguri, West
Bengal on March 29,

A top-ranking intelligence of-
ficial said, since Siliguri has al-
ways been a safe haven for the
NCP(M) cadres, the joint opera-
tion to stop Maoists’ infiltration
into North Bengal during the
May 10 Lok Sabha elections was
extremely important.

The presence of the Kamta-
pur Liberation Organisation
(KLO) in North Bengal and its
seeking working relations with
the NCP(M) have given rise to a
serious situation.

According to reports, the
KLO - which had suffered a big
blow after the Royal Bhutan
Army launched anti militant
operations in mid-November in-
side the Bhutan jungles - is
seeking NCP(M) assistance to
reassert themselves. The report
has been taken seriously:
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NEW DELHI, IL 13. As the crisis in Nepal
deepens amidst a growing confrontation
between the monarchy and the political
parties, the rising influence of the Maoists,
and brazen attacks on Indian targets, the
Government will soon have to rethink its
policy towards its special neighbour to the
north.

Until now India has urged King Gyanen-
dra to work out a compromise with the po-
litical parties and put in place a credible
government that could address the Maoist
threat. Second, it has provided military as-
sistance to the Royal Nepal Army in its war
against terrorism. Both these lines have
come under stress as King Gyanendra re-
fuses to work with the political parties and
the RNA has been unable to make headway
against the Maoists.

When King Gyanendra ousted the elect-
ed government of Nepal in October 2002,
there were suspicions in the country that he
wanted to rule by himself. He has done
nothing to allay these apprehensions.

Instead of uniting the country against the
Maoist threat, he has deepened the rift
within the traditional political establish-
ment of Nepal. An alliance of five major
political parties in Nepal has stepped up
the agitation against the King demanding a
full restoration of democracy.

King Gyanendra seems to have, mistak-
enly, believed that he could cut a separate
deal with the Maoists. But these negotia-
tions failed quickly and the ceasefire be-
tween the two sides collapsed. Since then
the Maoists have returned to the country-
side and steadily expanded their territorial
control.

King Gyanendra’s apparently self-defeat-
ing policy that threatens the future of both
the monarchy and the state itself can only
be explained in terms of his likely motiva-
tions.

He might have made the political as-
sumption that when the final confrontation
between himself and the Maoists arrives,
India and the international community
would have no choice but to back him un-
conditionally.

C. Raja Mohan

Despite the advice from the South Block
to move towards political accommodation,
King Gyanendra might have come to be-
lieve that the links he has assiduously culti-
vated with the Hindutva parivar provide
him an unassailable insurance against any
real pressure from New Delhi.

The political parties, struggling to restore
democracy at the national level and fight-
ing for survival against the Maoists in the
countryside are disenchanted with the ap-
parent paralysis in Indian policy towards
Nepal.

While New Delhi rightly emphasises the
importance of both constitutional monar-
chy and multiparty democracy, the chatter-
ing classes in Kathmandu see India

S ANAI.YSIS o

acz uiescing in what they see as an attempt
by King Gyanendra to move towards an ex-
ecutive monarchy by transgressing the lim-
its of the 1990 Constitution.

Meanwhile the Maoists seem to believe
they have gone beyond the phase of a “stra-
tegic stalemate” with the Nepalese state.
Despite military assistance from India and
the United States, the Royal Nepal Army
has not been able to tame the Maoists.
Meanwhile, there have been growing com-
plaints that the RNA has been indiscrimi-
nate in the use of force and has been
alienating the people rather than winning
them over to its side.

It is a matter of time, the Maoists sense,
when they would be in a position to launch
the decisive strategic offensive against
Kathmandu. They clearly want to neutralise
India in what they see as the approaching
final confrontation in Nepal. The recent at-
tacks against Indian businessmen and
properties appear designed with this goal in
mind.

Sensing the strong reaction from India to
these attacks, the Maoists have tried toplay
down their significance. They have said the
attacks were unplanned ground level reac-
tions to the recent Indian arrest in Siliguri
of Mohan Vaidya who is a leading ideologue
of the Maoists.

India’s options in Nepal

The seeming attempt to mollify India
may in fact be an unambiguous Maoist sig-
nal to New Delhi — just stay out of this war
or your interests in Nepal will suffer. It
comes amidst continuous signals from the
Maoists that India has no reason to worry
about their potential capture of power in
Kathmandu.

The credibility of the Indian policy has
begun to erode with all the three elements
of the current power struggle in Nepal —
the monarchy, political parties and the
Maoists. New Delhi can no longer afford to
remain a bystander in Nepal, where the cri-
sis is maturing into a bloody confrontation.

India is indeed busy with the general
elections. But the crisis in Nepal need not
necessarily accommodate the Indian politi-
cal calendar. The time has come for New
Delhi to think of specific actions before the
situation in Nepal gets out of hand. Acting
in time might prevent more difficult and
desperate remedies in the future.

New Delhi must dispel the impression in
the Nepali court that it can take Indian sup-
port for granted. It must convey in clear
terms to King Gyanendra that if he does not
come quickly to reasonable terms with the
political parties, India will have to think of
other alternatives. Of special importance
will be assurances of support to the political
parties and pressure on them to get their
own act together.

There are voices in New Delhi arguing
that the war against the Maoists cannot be
won through military means and their gen-
uine political grievances must be ad-
dressed. Dealing with the Maoists now
could only tend to undermine India’s cred-
ibility. Any future Indian talks with the
Maoists must be linked to an end to their
violence and a return to negotiations.
Meanwhile New Delhi needs to crack down
hard on the sources of their support within
India

Indian actions must be designed to en-
sure that there is a productive dialogue be-
tween the King and the political parties and
an early ceasefire between the Royal Nepal
Army and the Maoists. Only then will there
be some space for politics to avoid a calam-
ity in Nepal.
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Pashupati Nagar (India-Nepal
border), April 9: Nepalese offi-
cials today condemned the man-
ner in which Indian security for-
ces remained “mute spectators”
during the Maoist attack here on
Wednesday night.

This was the first time Maoi-
st guerrillas used Indian territo-
ry to carry out a successful stri-
ke on Nepalese establishments.

Nepal’s security officials are
peeved at the fact that despite

Bureau personnel barely half
a kilometre from the site of the
offensive, nothing was done to
push the rebels back into
Nepalese territory.

The Maoists not only penetr-
ated as far as 60 metres into the
Indian side of the border, but
also provided covering fire to
their comrades inside Nepal
from vantage points.

The chief district officer of
Mam, Prem Prasad Sapkota, told
The Telegraph over phone that
he was surprised at the inaction
of the Indian forces when the
militants used Indian territory
to their advantage for almost
an hour.

“They (Maoists) fired from
the Indian soil but your security
personnel remained mute spec-
tators. You should ask your per-

the presence of Special Services -

sonnel what they were doing,”
he said.

Sapkota said the Royal Nepal
Army has been deployed at

Community
bears brunt

Pashupati Nagar, April 9: The
attack on select establishments
owned by Nepal nationals of In-
dian origin has left the commu-
nity, already on the backfoot,
scurrying for cover.

The attack comes in the wa-
ke of the arrest of top Maoist
leader Mohan Baidya by Darje-
eling police last week along wi-
th a treasurer of the Nepalese
National Democratic Front of
India, an association now und-
er intelligence scanner.

Shops owned by Sangeeta
Singhal, Shyam Agrawal, Asok
Agrawal and Harikash Agraw-
al were ransacked during Wed-
nesday’s offensive, the first on
this town 36 km from Darjeel-
ing. Earlier, the Maoists had de-
sisted from attacks on civilians.

Sangeeta said: “My husband
and father-in-law had left for
Siliguri and I was with my 12-
year-old son Ashish during the
raid. We didn’t expect them to
target my shop, but they did.”

nder attack, Nepal
", guns nygr Indians

Pashupati nagar but refused to
comment on whether the charge
against the Indians would be
pursued at higher levels.

The Indian security establis-
hment was reluctant to speak
about the incident.

“I do not have any comment
to make. We have intensified
patrolling in the area and have
asked the Special Services Bu-
reau to deploy forces and assist
our patrols,” said B. Mishra, the
north Bengal inspector-general
of police.

A bureau official posted at
the Pashupati nagar outpost had
said yesterday that nothing
much could be done in the dark-
ness of night and the force was
more concerned about remain-
ing alert to thwart any attempt
by the rebels to storm the Indian
post and snatch the weapons
stored there.

Around 140 Special Services
Bureau personnel of the Charlie
Company’s 24 Battalion are de-
ployed in the area. However, the
force has to guard two other
posts apart from the one at
Pashupati nagar.

Though no reports of the 41
police personnel kidnapped by
the Maoists was available, offi-
cials confirmed that around
200 Royal Nepal Army personnel
arrived today to take up posi-
tions in the border town.
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Good policies, good

CON OMIC indicaters-
like Gross National Pr-
oduct (GNP), or Gross
Domestic . Product
(GDP) are generally used to mea-
sure economic progress. But, in
Bhutan, under the enlightened
leadership of King Jigme Singye
Wangchuk, progress is deter-
mined not by levels of GNP or
GDP, but by an index of what is
called as ‘Gross National Happi-

ness’(GNH). The level of GNH is

determined by the extent of mod-
ernisation and development that
Bhutan achieves, while simulta-
neously retaining its cherished
traditions and values.

It is this commitment to his
country’s GNH that has enabled
Bhutan to proceed with a process
of decentralisation and democra-
tisation. The monarchy in Nepal
has traditionally resisted pres-
sures for democratic change and
adopted a policy of fanning anti-
India sentiments to retain power.
Bhutan’s monarch, in contrast,

. has shrewdly adopted a policy of
deriving maximum benefit from
India, by being sensitive to its se-
curity concerns, and using its

growing demand for electrical

power and a vast range of goods
and services, for the prosperity of
his people. Yet he has also con-
ducted himself with such dignity
that no Indian government can
take Bhutan for granted.

It is largely as a result of this
sagacity that the kingdom today
has a life expectancy of over 66
years and the highest per capita
income ($755) in the subcontin-
ent. While India has contributed
substantially to Bhutan’s devel-
opment, it is that nation’s decisi-
on to exploit its vast hydroelec-
tric potential and natural
resources that has rapidly enha-
nced its prosperity. The 336 MW
Chukha hydroelectric project,
completed in 1988, enables
Bhutan to earn around Rs 140
crore annually by selling electric-
ity to India. When the. 1020 MW
Tala hydroelectric project be-
comes operational next year,
Bhutan’s per capita income
.could well double. Besides this,
negotiations are now under way

NDIAN EXPRESS

for the development of the 1000
MW Punatsangchhu hydroelec-
tric project that will raise pros-
perity in Bhutan to levels that

will be the envy of the rest of.

South Asia.

While Bhutan has been cor-
rect in its relations with China, In-
dia owes the kingdom a debt of
gratitude for the effective manner
in which it has dealt with insur-
gent groups armed and trained in
Bangladesh. For around 12 years
3,000 armed cadres of the United
Liberation Front of Assam
(ULFA), the National Democra-
tic Front of Bodoland (NDFB)
and the Kamtapur Liberation Or-
ganization (KLO) intruded into
Southern Bhutan and launched

erations, Myanmar’s foreign min-
ister, U Win Aung, made it clear
that his country would not allow
anti-Indian forces.to seek shelter
onits territory.

In contrast to this, Begum
Khaleda Zia’s Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party (BNP) has a long
track record of joining hands with
the ISI and fomenting insurgency
and religious fundamentalism in
India’s northeastern states. New
Delhi has provided Dhaka with
details of over 90 camps on
Bangladesh territory whére anti-
Indian groups are being trained.
Shortly after the BNP govern-
ment assumed its present term in
office, the Bangladesh Direc-
torate General of Forces Intelli-

In contrast to Bhutan’s exemplary
crackdown on militants operating from
its soil, Khaleda Zia’s BNP has a long
track record of fomenting insurgency
in the Northeast

terrorist attacks on Indian terri-
tory. The ULFA had 13 camps,
the NDFB 12 camps and the
KLO 5 camps in Bhutan, Bhutan
rejected suggestions by New De-
lhi to let Indian armed forces enter
the kingdom and flush out the ter-
rorists. It, however, strengthened
its own armed forces and sought
to persuade the intruders to leave
Bhutan. When every effort to get
them to leave through negotia-
tions failed, the newly established
Royal Bhutan Army moved deci-
sively to throw them out. In a bril-
liant military operation, 30 insur-
gent camps were destroyed, 181
insurgents killed, 416 appre-
hended and 463 surrendered. The
remaining insurgents fled into In-
dia, where relentless pressure has
continued. Even as the Bhut-
anese army was conducting its op-

19 MAL 2NN

gence took on the role of not
merely supporting insurgent
groups like ULFA, but also
working hand in glove with the
Jamaat-e-Islami Party — a mem-
ber of the ruling coalition — to
promote Islamic militancy in As-
sam and other border states.
They even entertain fanciful am-
bitions to set up an Islamic State
in these areas. The strength of
the ISI in the Pakistan High
Commission has been beefed up
and the ISI is now given a free
hand to operate in Bangladesh.
General Musharraf will perhaps
claim that there is nothing wrong
insuch ISI activity on Bangladesh
territory, as he had merely
promised India that he would not
allow Pakistan’s territory to .be
used for terrorist activities! -
The ouster of the Taliban in

o

nelghbgurs

Bhutan and Ban@ladesh
relate to India in sharply
differing ways

£ G. PARTHASARATHY

Afghanistan has led to a number
of groups associated with Osama
bin Laden’s Interpational Is-
lamic Front seeking refuge in
{\E?ngladesh The fundamentalist
arkat ul Jihad ul Islami that has
been a part of the ISI-sponsbred
Jihad in Jammu and Kashmir
now has a strong support base in
Bangladesh. Groups funded by
Osama bin Laden operate in
Bangladesh under the umbrella
of a Dhaka-based group, ‘Ser-
vants of Suffering Humanity In-
‘ternational’. Supporters of the
fundamentalist Jemaah Is-
lamiyah outfit involved in terrorist
violence in Indonesia, Malaysia
and Singapore have now found
haven in Bangladesh. Intelii-
gence agencies here have also
provided support to the Ro-
hingya Muslims to set up a sepa-
rate Islamic state in the Rakhine
Province of Myanmar, These
cadres have been reinforced by
those who have returned from
Afghanistan and Pakistan after
the Taliban ouster.

Over 2,100 Indian security
personnel and 4,500 militants ha-
ve lost their lives since 1992 in on-
going insurgencies in our north-
eastern states. India has thus far
shown remarkable patience in
dealing with Bangladesh. But
once a new government assumes
office after the forthcoming elec-
tions, some hard decisions will
have to be taken on how to deal
with Bangladesh. We should now
consider actively exposing Ban-
gladesh involvement with terrorist
outfits, both to its aid donors and
its ASEAN neighbours. Ban--
gladesh also perhaps feels that we
are so keen to obtain supplies of

- natural gas from it that we will

overlook ‘its involvement with
fundamentalist, terrorist and sep-
aratist outfits operating on our
soil. In fact, given the vast poten-
tial of gas resources on our east
coast and off the coast of Myan-
mar, we should review our policy
of seeking natural gas from
Bangladesh. Finally, covert and
other capabilities will have to be
developed to respond to prob-
lems our eastern neighbour
seems determined to create.
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.+Rebel rousing. .

%\\\ r\’Ehutan must answer vntal questions

hutan may feel satisfied that it has at last been able to

bust the hideouts of the Ulfa, National Democratic
Front of Bodoland and Kamtapur Liberation Organisation.
But several questions demand answers. There have been too
many evasive, confusing and contradictory statements
blurring an accurate account of what happened. By
Thimphu’s own admission, the three militant outfits
together comprised 3.000 cadres. True, about 120 of them
were reportedly killed but the bodies have yet to be handed
over to the Indian authorities.

A couple of hundred were said to have been captured, or ‘

surrendered. So where did the rest disappear? Besides, the
size of the arms cache scized from at least 30 rebel camps
does not tally with reports that -the militants were in
possession of heavy armoury and sophisticated weapons. It
is necessary to get precise information on them before
finally declaring the crackdown a success.

Politically, there is not much to crow about over the
capture of Ulfa ideologue and founder member Bhimkanta
Buragohain and publicity secretary Mithinga Daimary, as
they were more or less spent forces and had been inactive.
While the former is an octogenarian, the latter has been
ailing for some time. Some leaders have been nabbed but
Ulfa stalwarts like Robin Neog, Bening Rabha, Ashanta

-Bagh Phukan and NDFB publicity secretary B Erakdao are

still at large. The biggest catch will be Ulfa commander-in-
chief Paresh Barua, a hard nut to crack. Only after his

. capture can one say Ulfa’s backbone has been broken. India

is greatly relieved because the Bhutan sanctuary was
logistically important for the rebels to mount attacks on
Assam and North Bengal.

Even if some of them have sneaked into Bangladesh they
will not enjoy that advantage. In the. interest of good
neighbourly relations, Dhaka must cooperate to flush out
North-east insurgents who' are running a number of
training camps in that country. Harsh action against the
three anti-Indian outfits is justified on grounds that they
have refused to abjure violence and ignored peace
overtures. But if India is seen getting directly involved in
operations against the Khaplang faction of the NSCN in its
stronghold in the Sangaing division of Myanmar, as reports
suggest, then Delhi is violating the ceasefire agreement
with the outfit. The military pressure in Myanmar is likely to
set off an influx into Nagaland, creating probiems for
the state.
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THE TELEGRAPH

‘Bhutan flushout
causes ripples
jp Bangladesh

\ g (a which \me to power on an anti-

Jan. 3: The tremors of the Bh-
utan flushout have reached Ban-
gladesh, triggering a bloody re-
bellion in the ranks of Tripura
militants hiding there and ap-
parently prompting Dhaka to
round up Ulfa activists.

Five National Liberation Fr-
ont of Tripura (NLFT) militants
were shot dead by their com-
rades who were tired of beingon
the run and wanted to surrender.
News of the killings, which oc-
curred at the end of December,
came to light today.

Intelligence sources said in
Agartala that the six NLFT mili-
tants who shot dead their col-
leagues later sneaked across the
international border into west
Tripura. The fleeing militants
have been trying to contact secu-
rity forces in order to surrender,
the sources said.

They said the six were part of
a 17-member group staying at
the outfit’s base camp in Dudh-
patil in Bangladesh’s Habiganj
district. The six rebels, led by
Karnajay Debbarma, were keen
to surrender.

However, when the NLFT lea-
dership came to know of their
plans, the rebels shot dead those
who opposed the surrender and
fled the base on December 31.

The news of the rift in the
NLFT ranks coincided with re-
ports that the Bangladesh Rifles
has detained 34 suspected United
Liberation Front of Asom rebels
in Dhaka.

However, the reports were
swiftly denied by the Bangladesh
home ministry, which said they
had been “fabricated to strain
the friendly relations between
Baqgladesh and India”. Dhaka’s
official position is that there are
no militant camps on its soil. It
has sought to portray an ongoing
crackdown as one aimed at flush-
ing out criminals.

The reluctance in declaring
open war on Indian insurgents
hiding in Bangladesh could stem
from the domestic compulsions
of the Khaleda Zia government,

India platform.

The ruling coalition contains
many hardliners, including the
Jamaat, and Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia cannot afford to an-
tagonise them.

Dhaka’s Ittefaq and Jugantar
dailies reported that suspected
Ulfa rebels had been detained in
the Bangladesh capital on Fri-
day night. The raids were car-
ried out after four strangers in-
jured in a bomb blast in Moham-
madpur on Thursday went to
the state-run Suhrawardy Hospi-
tal, raising the doctors’ suspi-
cions.

Police detectives followed the
injured men’s trail and raided
six houses on Friday, allegedly
netting the Ulfa members.

Summit twist

India has chosen to carefully
watch Bangladesh’s undeclared
drive before deciding if it repre-
sents a shift in Dhaka’s policy.

Sources in Delhi said the In-
dian government believes that a
real change of tack can come
about only if the Islamabad
Saarc summit results in better
India-Pakistan relations.

“If India and Pakistan, the
two biggest nations in the region
continue their engagement and
repair ties, the situation in the
entire region will improve,” a
senior home ministry official
said.

North Block believes Pak-
istan is the source of the anti-
India sentiments that drive
smaller nations like Bangladesh.
It reckons that if Delhi and Is-
lamabad can improve relations,
anti-India feelings and support
for insurgents will diminish.

Officials in Delhi said Bhu-
tan’s offensive has put pressure
on Bangladesh to act. Dhaka re-
alises that international opinion
against. countries harbouring
militants has hardened since the
September 11 attacks. The anti-
terrorism deal reached by Saarc
nations in Islamabad yesterday
will also make Bangladesh’s po-
sition less tenable. .~
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Atal sees Bhutan
ds role model

Diwakar
ISLAMABAD 4 JANUARY AD'\\\

RIME Minister, Atal Bi-
P hari Vajpayee on Sunday
cited Bhutan’s military
campaign against Indian insur-
gents to reinforce his message
for anti-terror cooperation
among India’s neighbours. “It is
an outstanding example of sen-
sitivity to security concerns of a
neighbour,” said the Prime Min-
ister in a subtle reminder of the
track record of other countries
in counter-terror cooperation.
As he tried to showcase the
Indo-Bhutanese collaboration
saying that it was in the long-
term security interests of
Bhutan itself, he got good sup-
port from Bhutanese Prime
Minister Jigme Yoezer Thinley.
Standing in for his king,
Jigme Singye Wangchuk, Mr
" Thinley said it was the killing of
innocents — the raison d’etre

& Yor India’s persistent campaign

for a zero-tolerance approach

towards terrorism — which
forced Bhutan to move against
the insurgents.

It was, however, Mr Thin-
ley’sreference to the twin assas-
sination attempts on General
Pervez Musharrafwhich must
have rankled Pakistan. The
Bhutan Prime Minister called
the jehadi atttempts on General
Musharraf’s life a “rude re-
minder” of the crippling poten-
tial of the terror menace.

Even as other leaders such as
Maumoon Abdul Gayoom of
Maldives and Chandrika Ku-
maratunga expressed their hor-
ror over the daring jehadi plots,
Pakistan did not need others to
remind itself that the threat
might have reached their
doorstep. Its growing fear of the
terrorists is indicated by the
anti-aircraft guns mounted on
the Margalla Hills. /
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