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By Atul Aneja

MANAMA, DEC. 25. India ig\set to
give a fresh direction to its rela-
tionship with key Persian Gulf
states, with the External Affairs
Minister, Natwar Singh begin-
ning a six-day visit to Oman,
the United Arab Emirates and
Bahrain today.

Mr. Natwar Singh arrived in
Muscat last night and held talks
today with his counterpart,
Yousuf bin Alawi bin Abdullah,
covering economic, energy and
security issues. He also called
on Sultan Qaboos bin Said, and
delivered a message from the
Prime Minister, Manmohan
Singh. During his stay, Mr. Nat-
war Singh is expected to sign an
extradition treaty and hold dis-
cussions with the Ministers of
Defence, Oil and Gas and Trade
and Industry.

India’'s economic relation-

' ship with Oman gained mo-

mentum after work on the
construction of a large fertilizer
plant in Oman began last year.
India pitched in with about $
one billion for the project,
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bllled as the ﬁrgest grassroots
fertilizer plant in thg world. De-
fence ties have also grown over
the years, which have included
a recent visit by Indian war-
ships to Oman — a strategically
significant nation because of its
proximity to shipping lanes
passing through the Gulf of
Hormuz.

Mr. Singh also conveyed In-
dia’s interest in a joint venture
for the development of Oman’s
Musandam Peninsula. The visit
to Oman comes amid a con-
certed effort by New Delhi to
shore up ties with the six-na-
tion Gulf Cooperation Council
that includes Oman. India and
the GCC held their first confer-
ence in Mumbai in February,
where both sides charted out a
blueprint for future coopera-
tion, especially in the econom-
ic and commercial arena.

Free trade area pact

India is looking at having a
free trade area agreement with
the GCC. It has also lauded the
GCC’s efforts for achieving eco-
nomic integration, from which
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it could also benefit. GCC
countries have already estab-
lished a common customs
union, and are working to-
wards achieving a common
market and monetary union
with a common currency. India
and the GCC initiated a collec-
tive political dialogue in Sep-
tember 2003.

Despite the economic focus,
Mr. Singh is likely to discuss
Bahrain’s controversial pro-
posal at the just concluded
GCC summit, of placing a five-
year ceiling on the stay of ex-
patriate workers in any Gulf
country. The move, if ap-
proved, would have a serious
impact on many of the 3.5 mil-
lion Indians in the Gulf.

During his stay in the UAE,
Mr. Singh will establish con-
tacts with the new leadership
following the death of its Presi-
dent, Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan
Al Nahyan.

In Dubai, he will chair a
meeting of the 15 Indian heads
of mission from countries of
the Gulf and the rest of West
Asia.
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New Delhi: Congress presi-
dent Sonia
Gandhi
dropped her
plans to at-
tend the fu-
neral of
Palestinian
leader Yass-
er Arafat in
Cairo on Friday and the Indi-
an delegation would be head-
ed by external affairs minis-
ter K Natwar Singh.
The delegation includes
~ railway  minister Lalu
Prasad, parljamentary -af-
falvs tivrister’ Ghular Nabi
Azad, minister of state for
extep affairs £ Ahamed
and OBPM leader Sitaram
Yechurgfiofficial sources said
on Thursday Party sources
had earlier said that Sonia
Gandhi was planning to go
for the funeral, but no reason
was given for the change.
India described Arafat as
an “enduring symbol” of
Palestine nationhood and
said he would be remem-
bered as its “sincere and
steadfast friend” and his de-
mise was an irretrievable
loss to the world. eui
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‘No observer

f\( K)// %’3\0 .
" HT Correspondent ’S(\\\ to Iraq, how could civilians

New Delhi, October 28

| THE LEFT leaders have told

the UPA government that
India should neither send
observers nor any civilian
staff for the polls in Irag,
but if a request came
throdgh the UN, it could
copsider training their staff
iry election work.

/ The Left conveyed their
/’hnanimous view on the is-
/ sue when they met Prime
/ Minister Manmohan Singh

over breakfast this morn-

ing. CPI(M) general secre-
tary Harkishen Singh Sur-

jeet and CPI leader A.B.

Bardhan led the Left parties

at the meeting.

RSP leader Abani Roy
told newspersons they had
agreed that there is “no
question of sending anyone
from here to Iraq”. “But if
Iraqis come here for train-
ing, we don’t have any prob-
lem because it will be an UN
request,” he added.

CPI secretary D. Raja said
if a Parliament resolution
had barred sending troops

Manmehan Singh

be sent. “Nothing should be
committed by the govern-
ment,” he said. Raja
claimed that the UPA gov-
ernment’s view was similar
to those of the Left parties.

National security adviser
J.N. Dixit briefed the lead-
ers on several foreign policy
issues, including recent
talks with the leadership of
Myanmar and Iran, and de-
velopments in Israel and
Afghanistan, in the pres-
ence of the Prime Minister.

Expressing satisfaction
over the recent India-Pak-
istan talks, the Left parties
had yesterday demanded a
review of the Indo-Israel
strategic ties in view of the
increasing attacks on the
Palestinian people.

Giving their parties’
views on foreign policy is-
sues, a joint statement of the
Left leaders asked the gov-
ernment to express India’s
concern for the release of
pro-democracy leader Aung
Sang Suu Kyi from house ar-
rest in Myanmar. On Indo-
US relations, the Left want-
ed India to keep off the US
missile defence programme.

The Left leaders said oth-
er than Iraq issues, no other
subject came up for discus-
sion at the breakfast meet.
They said they did not raise
the issue of disinvestment
in PSUs on which they had
demanded discussions with
the government yesterday.
Their view was that disin-
vestment of shares in 35
profit-making PSUs would
go against UPA’s common
minimum programme.

for Ir

|V

aq polls: Left

PTI |

CPI(M) general secretary Harkishen Singh Surjeet leaves the

PM's residence after a breakfast meeting on Thursday.
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/Joint Indo—lsragj alr exercn

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

THE defence relationship
between New Delhi and Tel
Aviv has deepened further
with India and Israel agreemg

in pnnclple toholdjoint airex- -

ercises involving US-made F-
16s and Russian-built Su-30
MKT fighters.

While the modalities of
the first ever Indian Air Force
and Israeli Air Force exercise
will be decided by the execu-
tive steering group under the
bilateral Defence Coopera-
tion Group, Air Chief S. Kr-
ishnaswamy discussed the is-
" sue with his  Israeli
counterpart during his visit to
Tel Avivlastweek.

The IAF chie! mferacted
with Israeli Defence Minister
Shaul Mofaz and Israel’s mili-
tary top brass during his week-
long trip. He also also flew a
one-hour sortie on a twin-
seater F-16 I fighter piloted by
Major Jonathan from Ramon
air base, south of Tel Aviv last
Wednesday.

According to sources, both
sides were keen on pushing
the interaction between the
two air forces and were all for

exchanging operational tactics *

with each other. The joint ex-
ercise will be slated for 2005 af-
ter IAF Sukhoi-30 MKIs have
done their tour of France.
Though Israel is smaller
than Kerala in geographical
area, its air force is one-and-a-

half times more potent than
the Indian Air Force.

While IAF has a force leve!
of 36.5 fighter squadrons, the
Israelis have more than 30
fighter squadrons including
349 F-16s, 79 F-15s and 140
Kﬁrﬁghtels

Apart from undenakmg
joint exercises, New Delhi is
also looking at Tel Aviv for
help and hardware for its in-
digenous AWACS project.
'The AWACS project with the
initial sanction of Rs 1,800
crore was cleared by the Cabi-
net Committee on Security
(CCS) last week.

According to a Defence -

Ministry official, some critical
equipment on board the in-
digenous AWACS will be an

ES
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INZARTAN
“off-shoot of the Indla Israel
PHALCON AWACS” deal.
This essentially means that Is-
racli defence contractors will
be involved in helping the In-
dian project in areas such as
radar and communications.

While Air Headquarters is
thinking of renaming the
PHALCON AWACS, as the
PHALCONS were only made
for Chile, the indigenous
AWACS will feed into the
three airborne command and
control platforms that Israel is
scheduled to deliver by 2007.
Basically, the Indian effort is
part of the exercise to match
the activities .of its western
neighbour which is- on the
verge of sealing an AWACS
deal with Sweden.
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Freedom clincher:

secre/; S

K.P.NAYAR

Washington, Sept. 12; Thr-
ee men, at different levels
of the Indian government,
combined secrecy, duplici-
ty and unconventional di-
plomacy to secure the re-
lease of three Indians
held in captivity in Iraq, it
can now be reported.

Although Kuwait Gulf
Link s(KGL), employers of
Antaryami, Tilak Raj and
Sukhdev Singh, paid ransom,
it was not the key to ending
the hostage saga.

Accedingto a firm demand
from the hostage-takers, India
issued a statement in Arabic
in Baghdad expressing un-
stinted support for the aspira-
tions of those fighting the
American occupation of Iraq.
The statement never saw the
light of day in New Delhi and
is still being kept under wraps
by the ministry of external
affairs,

Drafts of this statement,
which helped restart negotia-
tions with the kidnappers,

LY j - \
went back and forth between
Baghdad and New Delhi on the
one hand and between Bagh-
dad and Kuwait on the other.
The statement finally re-
leased in Baghdad was the out-
come of a demand by the hos-
tage takers that India should
condemn the US attack on Irag
and the subsequent occupa-
tion. The demand made the po-
litical leadership in South
Block sweat, notwithstanding
its carefully cultivated image
of not being

HOSTAGE CRISIS

\ ‘1
whoﬁ is close aide when

Ahmad 'was ambassador in
Riyadh.

Rahman’s networking in
the closely-knit, secretive roy-
al palaces in Riyadh and in the
sources of theocratic power in
Mecca far exceeded his official
position at the Indian embassy
in Riyadh. Translators are a
cadre in MEA whose services
are under-acknowledged.

Ahmad’s brief as negotia-
tor in Baghdad was an impos-
sible one. No

pro-US. negotiations
Career - . ) " with the terro-

diplomats The inside story rists ana not

were in favour even a hint

of giving serious considera-
tion to this demand by the kid-
nappers, but the political lead-
ership developed cold feet lest
anything on those lines an-
noyed Washington.

A statement was drafted by
Talmiz Ahmad, India’s ambas-
sador to Oman, who was sent
to Baghdad. Ahmad lost no
time in getting South Block’s
permission to fly in Zikr-ur-
Rahman, an MEA translator,

that India would pay any
ransom.

He instinctively realiseq
that what he needed was some-
one like Rahman: low profile,
with a deep understanding of
the Bedouin ways of life.

Instead of atop official, if a
mere translator was talking to
the kidnappers, it would keep
up the farce in New Delhi that
India was not bargaining with
terrorists.

atement |

Rahman’s first challenge
was to undo the damage done
by external affairs minister
Natwar Singh’s public allega-
tion that the kidnappers were
bandits and criminals.

The kidnappers may or
may not have been criminals.
But it is believed that they dec-
ided to demand India’s conde-
mnation of the US in order to
salvage their reputation tarni-
shed by this public allegation.

Soon, it became clear that
India was averse to an out-
right condemnation of the US.
The outcome of drafts that fu-
riously went back and forth
between Baghdad and New
Delhi for several days was a
final statement that drew
heavily on aspects of the Par-
liament resolution against the
war in Iraq. It expressed sup-
port for the aspirations of the
Iragi people for freedom and
self-rule.

The stage was thus set for
resuming talks that led to the
release of the Indians, though
the turning-point statement
still remains a secret in Delhi.

THE TELEGRAPH
73 SEP 2my



Long wait ends for hostage kin

Release is Guru
"

HT Correspondents .
Makrona Kalan /Una,
September 1 Q

THE RELEASE of thelz seven
hostages in Iraq on Wednes-
day led to festivities in the
hometowns of the three Indi-
an truckers — Sukhdev Sin-
gh, Tilak Raj and Antaryami.

No sooner had TV chan-
nels started flashing the
news than villagers in Mak-
rona Kalan made a beeline
for Sukhdev’s house to con-
gratulate his relieved family.
“The hostages’ release is a
gift of Guru Granth Sahib,”
Harvinder Singh, Sukhdev’s
brother, told HT

“Our ardas has paid off,
we’re thankful to Wahe Guru
for ensuring our son's safe re-
lease,” echoed his father
Sher Singh, sharing the joy
with his wife, Jaspal Kaur.

In Purhiran village, resi-
dents got a double reason to
celebrate — the 400th anni-
versary of the Guru Granth
Sahib and the safe release of
Tilak Raj. Tilak’s mother,
Kishni Devi, thanked God
their ordeal had finally end-
ed, while his sister Taro cou-
ldn’t hold back her tears.
And the news is sure to do
his stepfather, Shamsher
Singh, who suffered a stroke
on Tuesday after hearing of
the Kkilling of 12 Nepalese
hostages, a world of good.

In Dehlan, Antaryami’s fa-
ther Ram Murthi said his
son’s release had coincided
with such an auspicious oc-
casion. “Guru ke Granth nu
mera parnaam (my gratitude
to the Guru’s Granth),” he
said. “As today is the 400 an-
niversary of the Granth Sa-
hib, I knew something good
would happen,” he said be-
tween congratulatory calls
that had him busy.

But the best was yet to
come. When he picked up the
phone for the umpteenth
time, his son was on the oth-
er side, telling him they were
all safe and may be taken to
Kuwait before returning
home. The whole house er-
upted in celebration then.

ji's gift, says Sukhdev’s brother, Harvinder

o T

REUTERS

Sher Singh and Jaspal Kaur, Sukhdev Singh’s parents, at Makronan Kalan village in Punjab
after hearing the news of their son’s release.

CRISIS CHRONOLOGY

July 21 Three Indian
drivers taken hostage
along with 3 Kenyans and
one Egyptian by “Holders
of Black banner” an
unknown Iragi militant
group

July 22 External Affairs
Minister Natwar Singh
speaks to Iragi counterpart

hostages, Tilak Raj, tells a
TV channel they were
forcibly sent to Iraq

Hoshyar Zebari. One of the

July 23 The captors offer a
48-hour deadline to their

Minister of State for
External Affairs E Ahamed

July 24 India appeals
through TV networks in
Irag, Kuwait and some
other Gulf countries for
release of hostages

July 25 Captors name
tribal chieftain Sheikh

deadline

July 30 Captors issue
24-hour deadline and
threaten to behead the
hostages one by one if
demands are not met

Aug 8 KGL pulls out of talks
saying abductors making
fresh “last minute” demand

Aug 27 KGL agrees to halt
operations in Iraq

Aug 28 KGL claims negotia-
tions are in the wrapping-up
stage

THE HDUSTAN TIMES

Kuwaiti employer, KGL, to | Hisham al-Dulaimi to medi- | Aug 31 Government con-

meet their demands; Govt | ate with Kuwaiti employers | firms safety of the hostages

sets up a Crisis July 26 Captors do not

Management Group under exe¥:ute hogtagses as per Sept 1 Hostages are freed
7
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ﬂEGOTIATIONS IN FINAL STAGE: KGL
 Hope,:-
dawns on
hostages

SNS & AGENCIES

NEW DELHI, Aug. 7. — The way has reportedly been
cleared for the release of the three Indian hostages in Iraq.
Emerging out of a meeting of the Crisis Management
Group late tonight, minister of state for external affairs
Mr E Ahmed said face-to-face negotiations took place
between Sheikh Hisham Al-Dulaimi and senior represen-
tatives of the Kuwait and Gulf Link (KGL) transport com-
pany today. Mr Ahmed said: “It must be appreciated that
unless we have authoritative and clear confirmation that
the hostages have been released, we must wait with
patience and with hope.

“What I can confirm, however, is that all indications at
this juncture point to a positive outcome to the crisis.” As
the hostage crisis entered its 18th day today, TV reports
from Kuwait City also quoted KGL officials as saying that
negotiations with the abductors were in “the final stages”.

Mr Ahmed hinted that the hostages — Antaryami, Tilak
Raj and Sukhdeo Singh — may be handed over tomorrow.
“You (media) have waited for 17 days, please wait for
another day,” Mr Ahmed said.

Asked if the government would send a plane to Baghdad
to bring back the hostages, he said: “Even before they have
been released, you want me to send a plane.” Mr Ahmed
said as soon as the government gets information of their
release, “appropriate steps will be taken”.

Sheikh Al-Dulaimi, the Iraqi tribal leader, is negotiating
with the abductors — Holders of the Black Banners — for
the release of the seven hostages, including the three
Indians who are employed by the KGL.

Earlier, Mr Ahmed had said that the government was
committed to “bringing our three brothers (Antaryami,
Sukhdeo and Tilakraj) home safe”. Three Kenyans and an
Egyptian truck driver are also being held hostage. Last
Sunday, a report about the hes%uges release had raised
hopes ‘among their families in Himachal Pradesh and
Punjab, but the news was found to be untrue.

Mr Ramamurti, father of Antaryami, said tonight that he
was conveyed about the “progress” in negotiations. He
received a call from the ministry of external affairs late
tonight informing him that the talks had concluded. “We
were, however, not told about the timing and modalities of
the release,” he said and added: “Unless there is some offi-
cial confirmation, we will not believe he is released.”

THE STATESMAN T F
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Fresh efforts to end
hostage crisis "

@ Disagreement over compensation @ Captives ‘repositioned’

/\

n,é\%

K

By Atul Aneja

MANAMA, AUG. 2. After narrowly
failing to secure the release of
seven persons including three
Indian truck drivers who have
been taken hostage in Iraq, a
fresh effort was mounted today
to end the 12-day-old crisis.

Considerable ground was
covered today to revive active
negotiations between the Iraqi
mediator, Sheikh Hisham Al-
Dulaimi, and the Kuwait Gulf
Link Transport Company (KGL)
whose employees have been
taken hostage.

Talks between the two parties
had broken down on Sunday
night when Mr. Al-Dulaimi de-
clared that he was ending his
mediation to free the hostages,
after blaming the company for
not responding adequately to a
key demand.

An Iraqi group —Black Ban-
ners Brigade of the Islamic Se:
cret Army — has kidnapped

three Kenyans and an Egyptian
besides the three Indians.

KGL to review stand

Sources in the security estab-
lishment told The Hindu that
Sunday night's negotiations
broke down mainly on the
question of “compensation” for
the people of Fallujah who had
suffered on account of intense
American bombardment in re-
cent months. The kidnappers
had earlier asked the KGL to ar-
range for the payment, but the
company was reluctant to do so,
pointing out that the compen-
sation for the Fallujah victims
was a political demand and its
fulfilment was outside its do-
main. Besides, KGL was appre-
hensive that this demand, if
met, would set a negative prece-
dent, affecting its overseas op-
erations in the future. Sources
said that the Kuwaiti firm had
now agreed to review its posi-
tion. Its spokesperson, Rana

™

I

Abu Zaineh, told Al Arabiya tel-
evision this afternoon that “we
have agreed to the demands
that have been made and hope
that the kidnappers would
agree to what we have offered.”
Ms. Rana told The Hindu over
telephone that KGL was now
awaiting a response from Mr.
Al-Dulaimi to her offer.

Indicating that talks could
now get back on track, Mr. Al-
Dulaimi told Al Arabiya televi-
sion later in the evening that he
would want KGL to send one
more representative of suffi-
cient stature to Baghdad for ne-
gotiations. He also demanded
that the kidnappers send him
another letter seeking his
mediation.

Anticipating the revival of
face-to face talks, the hostages
have been “repositioned” from
their original location to anoth-
er place, which would be more
suitable for their release, the
sources said.

3 AUG

The Indian negotiator, Tal-
miz Ahmed, has been sufficient-
ly empowered to take on the
spot decisions so that the hos-
tage crisis can be defused as
quickly as possible.

‘Crisis at sensitive stage’
Amit Baruah reports from

. New Delhi:

“We are at a sensitive stage in
the evolution of this crisis and
must treat changing develop-
ments with caution and calm,”
the Minister of State for Exter- ;
nal Affairs, E. Ahamed, said to-
night about the state of play in
the ongoing hostage drama in- |
volving three Indian nationals |
in Iraq. ;

He said it would not be prop- |
er to make details public.“The
negotiator, Sheikh Dulaimi, has
confirmed to KGL that the hos-
tages are in good condition.
This is very reassuring news to
us and to the family members,”
he said. '
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Uncertainty over
'« hostages release

@® Mediator withdraws from' talks

By Atul Aneja

MANAMA, AUG. 1. Negotiations to
seek the release of seven per-
sons, including three Indians
who had been taken hostage in
Iraq, appear to have hit a last-
minute snag, with the Iragi
mediator, Sheikh Hisham Al Du-
laimi, announcing his with-
drawal from the talks.

“I am withdrawing because [
have reached no agreementwith
the {men’s employer] Kuwaitis,”
Mr. Al Dulaimi said.

He said he had received a let-
ter signed by the commander of
the Islamic Secret Army asking
him to withdraw from the nego-
tiations if no agreement was re-
ached by 6 p.m. (8.30 IST).
Quoting from the letter, he said
the kidnappers would then take
“appropriate measures with re-
gard to the hostages.”

Mr. Al Dulaimi denied agency
reports from the Kenyan capital,
Nairobi, quoting the Kenyan
Foreign Minister, Chirau Ali
Mwakwere, that all the hostages,
including three Kenyans and an
Egyptian, had been released and
brought to the Egyptian Embas-
sy in Baghdad. “This is all news
to me,” AFP quoted him as say-
ing.

‘False statement’

The Iraqi negotiator said the
Kuwaiti transport company, Ku-
wait and Gulf Link Transport
Company (KGL), was “not re-
sponding to us.” KGL had agreed
to cease its operations in Iraq, as
had been demanded by the kid-
nappers, but was “still arguing”
about the payment of compen-
sation to the families in Fallujah
that had suffered due to Amer-
ican aerial bombardment of the
city. Asked to comment on the
Iragi mediator’s remarks, the
KGL spokesperson, Rana Abu
Zaineh, told The Hindu that she
hoped that “Mr. Al Dulaimi
would reconsider his statement
and continue with the negotia-

tions.” Asked to comment on
whether the hostages had been
freed, she said: “This is a false
statement by the Kenyan For-
eign Minister.”

The captives’ release had ear-
lier appeared imminent when
Mr. Al Dulaimi made a state-
ment this afternoon that a
breakthrough could be achieved
during the day.

Speaking on Al Araybia televi-
sion, Mr. Al Dulaimi, in response
toaquestion said thatan “agree-
ment” with the kidnappers be-
longing to the Black Banners
Brigade of the Islamic Secret Ar-
my was likely. Asked specifically
whether the hostages would be
released today, Mr. Al Dulaimi
said: “Yes, we hope so.”
Company was optimistic

Striking an equally optimistic
note, the KGL spokesperson had
said that the talks were in their
final stages and the settlement

with the kidnappers could be re-
ached at any time. Asked wheth-

er the kidnappers would need to
extend the deadline that they
had set for executing a hostage
by another 24 hours, Ms. Rana
had said: “I do not think so, un-
less there are some procedural
matters that may have to be
cleared.”

Indicating that an end to the
hostage crisis was near, the Ke-
nyan Foreign Minister was quot-
ed as saying that, “They’re (the
kidnappers) ready to release
them right away. It's a question
now of where.” Mr. Mwakwere
said that Kenya's Ambassador to
Saudi Arabia was on his way to
Kuwait to receive the Kenyan
hostages in the event of a pos-
sible release.

Mr. Al Dulaimi had told Al
Araybia television during the
day that KGL did not have to pay
compensation for the losses suf-
fered for the people of Fallujah.
He had pointed out that the de-
mand for compensation was
“political” and was “out of the
purview of the company.”

No confirmation: India

By Our Diplomatic
Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 1. The Govern-
ment announced tonight that it
had no confirmation of the re-
lease of the three Indian hos-
tages being held by militants in
Iraq. The Minister of State for
External Affairs, E. Ahamed,
said he, like others, had seen
“breaking news” on television
channels that the Indians had
been freed.

“Neither our Embassy in
Baghdad nor our Embassy in
Kuwait have been able to con-
firm this and I would appeal to
[the] media to please check
with the Crisis Management
Group before putting out such
news,” Mr. Ahamed said in a
statement.“ The Government is

hopeful that the deadline
would be extended and the
hostages will be freed,” he said.
“The Government and the peo-
ple of India have been mon-
itoring the developments in
this crisis with great concern.
Our hopes of a successful and
happy conclusion have all
along been sustained by our
confidence in the traditionally
close and friendly relations be-
tween India and Iraq,” Mr.
Ahamed said.

The Minister, designated as
the pointman to handle the cri-
sis, said that India’s Ambassa-
dor to Oman, Talmiz Ahmad,
had arrived in Baghdad today.
“He will be monitoring the sit-
uation on a continuous basis
and giving us his evaluation {of
the situation).”
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ostage Dilemma

\L\India isn’t occupying Iraq. )
(W Why kidnap our people? M

People will do many things for money, including drive
trucks into Irag’s dangerous territory. Three Indian
truckers have been Kkidnapped by a fringe militant
outfit operating in Iraq, which has demanded that India
pull out its people from Iraqg. Trouble is, apart from
some contract workers, medical professionals and aid
workers, India has very few people in Iraq. None are
combatants, India is emphatically not part of the
allied occupation forces. The fact that there’s nothing
to pull out makes it difficult for the government of
India to reject or agree to the kidnappers’ demand. What
makes things even tougher is the fact that most
Indians who are working in Iraq have been recruited from
other Gulf nations where approximately five million
Indians work. The three kidnapped truckers worked for
a Kuwaiti company which, in turn, was a contractor.
Halliburton and its subsidiary Kellog, Brown and
Root, operate through long contracting chains and it’s
impossible for New Delhi to keep tabs on every individual
expat in the Gulf to ensure that nobody ends up in Iraq.
Many Gulf expatriates are lured into dangerous jobs in
Irag by the promise of higher pay. It is impossible for
New Delhi to keep tabs on all footloose workers, or to even
advise them individually on the risks they’re taking.
Yet, when a crisis like this blows wup, democratic
governments have to do their best to get the captured
people out and assuage society’s concerns.

Staunching the flow of workers to Iraq is near-
impossible. Advisories can help, but will not deter the
desperate or the needy. The government should, neverthe-
less, try to dissuade Indian companies from sending
white collar workers to Iraq, or to countries where
trouble is spilling over. New Delhi shounld also discourage
workers who are not insured against risk from travelling
to the region. The situation in Iraq is bound to get
grimmer as the provisional government struggles to
maintain law and order. New Delhi must come to terms
with the fact that if workers ignore risks, they will have to
pay a price; there is precious little it can do. India is
not part of the occupation of Iraq, Indians are advised
not to work there, they do so at their own peril. Once this
message goes through, it will make it clear to all that
kidnapping Indians in Iraq has no payoff. This will
serve as the best deterrent to such misfortunes befalling
our unwary expatriates.
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~Negotiations

h abductors

-progressing well: Minister

19 ﬁfq
By Our Special Corresponden

NEW DELMI, JULY 27. The Govern-
metit today maintained that ne-
gotiations with the abductors of
the three Indians held hostage
in Iraq since last Wednesday
were proceeding well. Accord-
ing to the Union Minister of
State for External Affairs, E.
Ahamed, the transport compa-
ny which had employed the sev-
en persons taken hostage by a
group called “Holders of the
Black Banners” today “recon-
firmed' that the three Indians
are safe, unharmed and are be-
ing treated well.”

Company’s assurance

Further, the Minister said the
company — Kuwait and Gulf
Link Transport Company — re-
iterated that it was prepared to
take all possible steps to secure
the release of the hostages. This
apart, there was no official word
forthcoming on the hostage sit-
uation.

Much of India’s negotiations
for the release of the hostages is
apparently being conducted
through ~ the Kuwait-based
transport company. The Crisis
Management Group set up
within the Ministry of External
Affairs to monitor the hostage

Sheikh Hisham al-Dulaimi,
a tribal dignitary named
to negotiate the hostages’
release, at his office
in Baghdad on Tuesday.

AFP

situation met for three hours to-
day. Also, the Ministry is in con-
stant touch with its diplomatic
missions in Kuwait and Iraq,
and is Keeping the family mem-
bers of the hostages informed of
all the developments,

Dulaimi's charge

AFP reports from Baghdad:

The Iraqi tribal chief, named
as a negotiator by the kidnap-
pers of the seven persons, in-
cluding three Indians, has urged
their employer and embassies
to make contact and negotiate
for the men’s freedom. :

“The kidnappers accepted

my appeal to delay Jtheir] ulti-
matum (to execute the hostag-
es], but this company and the
relevant embassies have not
come forward,” Sheikh Hisham
al-Dulaimi said from his Bagh-
dad office. “If the Kuwaiti com-
pany were concerned with the
humanitarian aspect of this
case — and 1 think it is — then it
would come and negotiate,” Mr.

.. Dulaimi said, expressing fear for

the lives of the seven persons in
the absence of a deal.

“I am the only authorised
mediator,” he said.

The kidnappers of the three
Indians, three Kenyans and
Egyptian named Mr. Dulaimi as
the go-between yesterday, a day
before releasing a statement in
which they stayed their threat to
start executing their hostages.

Among the other demands,
the kidnappers want the Kuwait
Company to halt its operations
in Iraq.

Mr. Dulaimi, leader of the
M’hamda Dulaimi tribe -~ one
of the largest in the restive Sun-
ni Muslim province of Al-Anbar
— also campaigns on behalf of
the victims of abuse at prisons
run by the United States but in-
sists that he has no direct con-
tact with the Sunni insurgents
fighting the U.S. military.



By Atul Aneja

MANAMA, JULY 26. The Iraqi kid-
nappers of a group of seven per-
sons, including three Indians,
have deferred the deadline for
executing the captives amid
complex negotiations being
held through multiple channels.

The negotiations have en-
tered a new phase with the ab-
ductors appointing a tribal
leader, Shaikh Hisham al-Du-
laymi, as their mediator. The Al
Jazeera television, citing a new

longing to the “Holders of the
Black Banners” had extended
the deadline in deference to a
request by Mr. Al-Dulaymi. The
video released on Monday
showed a masked member of
the group reading out a state-
ment as two armed and masked
men stood at his side, behind
the kneeling hostages. “In re-
sponse to a demand from
Shaikh al-Dulaymi, the high
command... has decided to ex-

video, said -that militants be--

tend the deadline to complete
negotiations with the consent-
ing parties,” the statement said.

The group also warned “the
Indian Government not to at-
tack Muslim religious leaders.”

Authoritative sources told
The Hindu that the talks could
be long-drawn, but a positive
result was expected. The talks
were meant to address the kid-
nappers’ “real” demands about
which the negotiators were now
fully aware.

Delicate stage

The CNN quoted Egypt’s Am-
bassador to Iraq, Karim Sharaf,
as saying that the talks with the
hostage-takers had reached a
delicate stage. “We are dealing
with a volatile group that is very
sensitive and that is monitoring
the media,” he said.

A representative of the Ku-
wait and Gulf Link Transport
Company, which is conducting
talks with the kidnappers on a
separate track to free its em-

THE HiNny s
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ployees, has welcomed the an-
nouncement by the militant
group to extend its deadline.
“The extension is in the interest
of the negotiations,” said Rana
Abu-Zaineh, the transport com-
pany’s Manpower Planning
Manager.

More abductions

As the negotiations with the
kidnappers continued, there
was no let-up in the flurry of ab-
ductions that have rocked Iraq
in recent weeks. Two Jordanian
drivers have been taken captive,
while another group claimed it
had seized two Pakistanis and
an Iraqi driver employed by a
Kuwaiti firm. The Associated
Press Television News said that
on Monday it had obtained a
tape which contained a warning
to the Jordanian company that
its two drivers would be killed
within 72 hours unless it stop-
ped doing business with the
U.S. military.

Government hopeful: Page 11
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HOPING FOR FREEDOM: The seven foreign truck drivers, including three Indians, being held hostage by an Islamic group
calling itself “The Black Banners” at an undisclosed location in Iraq on Wednesday. — AFP

Government moves to get hostages released

By Our Special Correspbndent

NEW DELHI, JULY 22, The Govern-
ment today stepped up efforts
to secure the release of the three
Indians taken hostage by a mil-
itant group in Iraq on Wednes-
day even as the United States
Embassy in Delhi said it was in
touch with its mission in Bagh-
dad to facilitate contact be-
tween the Indian Government,
the Iraqi Government and the
multinational force there.

With Parliament in session,
the Minister of State for Exter-
nal Affairs, E. Ahamad, was re-
luctant to divulge details of the
hostage-related developments
to the media. “I will make a
statement in Parliament tomor-
row,” he said adding that all
possible steps would be taken
to “secure the early release of
our nationals.”

A control room has been set
up at the Ministry for monitor-
ing the situation. The Indian
Ambassador to Iraqg, Brij Tyagi
— who was in the Capital — has
since left for Baghdad.

THE HINDU

Besides the diplomatic chan-
nels, the Government is said to
be getting in touch with various
agencies to establish contact
with the militant group. And,
again the message being sent
across is that India has always
maintained that the sovereign
power of the people of Iraq
should be respected.

The Prime Minister, Manmo-
han Singh, has asked the Home

Ministry to get details of the
family members of the three
hostages to enable the Govern-
ment to remain in touch with
them. Sources said the Prime
Minister’s directive was con-

“veyed to officials in the Home

Ministry by the Prime Minister’s
Office.

The External Affairs Ministry
had apparently contacted the
families by evening.

Two of the hostages, Antarya-
mi, 33, and Tilak Raj, hail from
Himachal Pradesh while Sukh-
dev Singh, 26, is from Punjab.
Sukhdev and Antaryami joined
the Kuwait-based Universal
Transport Company less than a
year ago with the former taking
up the job in April this year.

CPI (M) demand

In a related statement, the

Natwar Singh's appeal

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JULY 22. India today
condemned the abduction of
three of its nationals in Iraq and
said it was making all efforts to
seek their early release.

The External Affairs Minister,
K. Natwar Singh, here in con-
nection with the SAARC Council
of Ministers meeting, told re-
porters that the hostages were
“not combatants” but “inno-

cent persons.”

Mr. Singh spoke to the Iragi
Foreign Minister, currently in
Cairo, and appealed to him to
ensure the hostages’ safe re-
lease. The Minister of State for
External Affairs, E. Ahamed,
spoke to Mr. Singh twice to brief
him on the latest developments.

‘Demands unacceptable’

“Our government is not
there. No one can accept their

demands. We condemn it in the
strongest terms and hope this
issue gets over quickly,” Mr.
Singh said.

The threat issued by the ab-
ductors would increase the anx- |
iety and would not do any good, |
he added.

Ruling out the possibility of
sending troops to Iraq in the
light of the latest development,
he said, “the question does not
arise.”

|
[

Polit Bureau of the Communist
Party of India (Marxist) said the
Government should immedi-
ately ensure the safety of the
hostages by announcing that
Indian citizens would not en-
gage in such activities in Iraq.
“Such a decision will be in con-
formity with the stand taken
earlier by the Government not
to allow Indians to be hired by
private security agencies for
work in Iraq,” the Polit Bureau
noted while demanding that all
efforts be made by the Govern-
ment for the release of the
hostages.
Editorial on Page 10;
Parents’ agony: Page 12
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/%Y ACT DECISIVELY ON HOSTAGE

NEW DELHI MUST do whatever is necessary to
secure the release of three Indian workers taken
hostage by the Iraqi resistance as they are likely
to be killed if the demands of their captors are
not met. The resistance has demanded that In-
dia and other countries whose nationals are be-
ing held hostage withdraw their citizens from
Iraq. However, the demand apparently pertains
mainly to the personnel of companies that ren-
der logistical support to the forces in neo-coloni-
al occupation of this West Asian country. The
guerrillas have adopted the tactic of striking at
the support systems of the occupation since they
are vastly overmatched by the foreign military
contingents. As the unfortunate victims of cir-
cumstances and of the failure of governments to
warn all their nationals against working in Iraq
in support of the occupation, the hostages de-
serve all the assistance that can be officially
provided. Prime Minister Manmohan Singh has
reiterated on several occasions that India will
have no truck with the occupation. In its Com-
mon Minimum Programme, the United Progres-
sive Alliance (UPA) also promised that it would
end the employment of Indian mercenaries in
Iraq. The Iraqis made clear by their action that
they see little difference between those who fight
on the side of the occupation and those who
convey supplies for the foreign troops or provide
other kinds of support. The UPA Government
should accept the logic inherent in such an
approach and show greater earnestness in stop-
ping Indian nationals from working for the occu-
pation in any capacity. If it immediately comes
out with a policy statement asking all Indian
nationals to leave occupied and war-torn Iraq
and committing itself to strict enforcement of
this decision, perhaps the lives of the Indian
hostages can be saved.

The Bush administration is likely to criticise
any move to withdraw Indians from Iraq as a
surrender to terrorism much as it did after the
Philippines pulled out its minuscule military
contingent in resghnse to an earlier hostage

FRIDAY, JULY 23, 2004
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crisis. However, the principle that governments
should not succumb to the demands of terrorists
does not apply in this case for several reasons.
The occupation forces and their Iraqi quislings

“alone categorise as “terrorists” the guerillas who

are recognised as resistance fighters by the rest
of the world. The resistance also appears to
represent the true aspirations of Iragis since its
warriors live amidst the people of the country
while the members of the interim government of |
Prime Minister Iyad Allawi hide behind the pro-
tective shield of the occupiers. As support for
Washington’s disastious Iraq policy dwindles by
the day, within the U.S. and internationally, it
appears all the more certain that foreign armies
will not restore stability or establish a democrat-
ic order. Any association with the occupation or
its puppets will be detrimental to India’s long
term interests since the resistance apparently
embodies the will of the Iragis.

Unlike the former soldiers of the Indian army
who were recruited for service in Irag, the three
transportation company employees currently
held hostage might not have been fully aware of
the risks they were running. The terms of their
contracts with Kuwait-based companies might
have restrained them from refusing dangerous
assignments. New Delhi and its diplomatic mis-
sions in the countries bordering Iraq must take
extra care to ensure that the lives of poorly
educated manual workers are not endangered by
the actions of unscrupulous or insensitive em-
ployers. Indian embassies scrutinise visas grant-
ed by the governments to which they are
accredited and check the antecedents of pro-
spective employers to see that workers are not
cheated. However, in the peculiar circumstances
of the present day much more needs to be done
to ensure that those who seek jobs in the coun-
tries of West Asia are not unwittingly lured into
Iraq. Among other measures that could be taken
are the holding of special camps to educate the
workforce about regional perils and the monitor-
ing of crossing points into the war-torn country.



Three Indlans amon

\4‘)’\1)/(‘/\*

By Atul Aneja 9»\/“

MANAMA, JULY 21. Three Indians
are among six persons taken
hostage by a militant group in
Iraq. The captors have an-

nounced that the hostages will -

be beheaded unless their gov-
ernments declare that all their
citizens will be withdrawn
from Iraq.

The Indians who have been
abducted are Antaryami, Tilak
Raj, and Sukhdev Singh. They
apparently worked for a Ku-
wait-based transportation
company involved in ferrying
supplies to United States
forces in Iraq. The others kid-
napped are two Kenyans and
an Egyptian.

When contacted by
The Hindu , a spokesman for
the Indian embassy in Bagh-
dad said that the mission had
received instructions from
New Detlhi on how to tackle
the crisis, but did not give fur-
ther details. The Indian Am-
bassador to Iraq, B.B. Tyagi,
could not be contacted as he
was already in India.

The militant group, which
calls itself “The Holders of the
Black Banners,” said in a
statement that it would be-
head a hostage every 72 hours
unless the governments to
which they belonged withdrew
their citizens from Iraq and
the companies they worked
for closed their branches. The
deadline started at 8 p.m.
(10.30 p.m IST) today, it said.
It also aired its threat in a vid-
eotape broadcast by the Dubai
based Al-Arabiya television.

“We have warned all the
countries, companies, busi-
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9 six taken hostage in Ira

FACING THREAT: The six hostages with their captors at an undisclosed iocation in Iraq in this picture handed to the Associated Press on Wednesday.

nessmen and truck drivers will be targeted by the fires of

that those who deal with the Mujahedeen,” the state-

American cowboy occupiers

ment said. “Here you are once

again transporting, goods,
weapons and military equip-
ment that backs the U.S. Ar-

my.” Analysts point out that
Iraqi guerillas are now focus-
ing on weakening the struc-
ture that supports the U.S.
yccupation of Iraq, and is also
seeking to discourage foreign
investment in the country.

None of those countries
whose citizens are kidnapped
is part of the 160,000-member
U.S.-led occupation force in
Iraq.

The kidnapping follows the
release of Filipino hostage An-

gelo de la Cruz after Manila
abided by his captors’ de-
mands and withdrew its 51-
member force from Iraq.

An Egyptian driver of a Sau-
di Arabian company has also
been released after the firm
announced that it was with-
drawing from Iraq.

More than 60 foreigners
have been taken hostage in
Iraq in recent months.

New Delhi's initiative:
Page 11




India values ties
with Israel, "
says Natwar*'

Press Trust of India
Thiruvananthapuram, July 11

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS minister
Natwar Singh on Sunday said India
“greatly valued” its relationship
with Israel, but this would not affect
the rapport New Delhi traditionally
has had with the Palestinians.

In a brief chat with reporters af-
ter delivering a lecture on New Di-
mensions of Nehruism here, he said
it was during P.V. Narasimha Rao’s
tenure that India raised its level of
representation in Israel.

Recalling that in 1992 Israel
opened its first representative office
in Bombay, Singh said: “Now we
have an embassy and an ambassa-
dor in Tel Aviv. We greatly value our
relationship with Israel. But this
will not and should not affect our re-
lations with Palestine.”

Stating that India’s first Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru wanted
the Non-Aligned Movement to be
alive to changing situations, Singh
asserted that the NAM now needed
drastic reforms, in view of the
changing international agendas.

“NAM needs drastic reforms. It
requires reinventing, just like Tony
Blair reinvented the Labour Party.
And we should not mix ‘non-align-
ment’ with NAM,” he said, deliver-
ing the lecture on Nehruism, organ-
ised by the Nehru Centre here.

He said Nehru gave India an in-
dependent foreign policy, which was
not dedicated to any dogma or doc-
trine. In his days, India’s point of
view prevailed in the Third World.

“QOur policy has the flexibility to
deal with problems as and when
they arise. Nehru laid the founda-
tion for a just and pluralistic state
and put peace high on the interna-
tional agenda. There is renewed in-
terest in Nehruism now,” he said.
He also reiterated that India valued
its ties with the Jewish state despite
being a traditional ally of Palestine.
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~ ‘India keen on
closer ties with
“West Asia’

g

; \C By Atul Aneja
MANAMA, JUNE 14. India is focus-
ing on building a closer rela-
tionship with West Asia and the
newly-elected Government has
begun to take concrete steps in
that direction, the Minister of
State for External Affairs, E.
Ahamed, has said.

Mr. Ahamed, who is on a visit
to Saudi Arabia told The Hindu
over telephone from Jeddah
that the United Democratic
- | Front Government was fully
{ | aware of the importance of
. | building a multi-faceted rela-
t | tionship with the region. He
/| said that India could ill-afford
to ignore a region with a pop-
¢ | ulation of 1.3 billion, and, with
which, cordial relations had ex-
) | isted for centuries. Mr. Ahamed
| was received by Saudi Arabia’s
3 | King Fahd bin Abdul Aziz on his
1| arrival, marking the new Gov-
- | ernment’s first high-level con-
» | tact with Saudi Arabia.

- During their meeting, Mr.
Ahamed handed over to the
Saudi monarch, a letter from
» | the Prime Minister, Manmohan
Singh. From Saudi Arabia, the
Minister of State will travel to
Jordan, a country of prime stra-
tegic importance because it
shares common borders with
Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Israel and
Syria. Mr. Ahamed’s visit to Sau-
di Arabia comes at a particularly
sensitive moment, as eight Indi-
ans had been killed in a recent
Al-Qaeda attack in the eastern
Saudi Arabian city of Al Khobar.
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Indla to take ‘new look’ at
?’wsendmg troops to Iraq

troops to Iraq inithe context of
the “changed situation” — the
United Nations Security Council
having unanimously endorsed a
new Resolution on Iraq.

“We are a coalition Govern-
ment, so the matter will have to
be discussed by the Govern-
ment and by the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Security. There is the
resolution of the last Parliament
on this issue, in which they had
given our opinion that we are
against sending troops to Iraq.
Now the situation has changed,”
the External Affairs Minister,
Natwar Singh, said at a press ap-
pearance with the United States
Secretary of State, Colin Powell,
here on Thursday evening.

“There is a Resolution unani-
mously passed in the United
Nations and there are Arab

members in it. We’lllook at it ve-
ry carefully”But I must empha-
e

sise that this matter will have to
be placed before the Govern-
ment at the highest levels, so it
would be premature for me to
say yea or nay,” Mr. Singh
remarked.

Mr. Singh, who is in Washing-
ton to represent India at the
state funeral of the former U.S.
President, Ronald Wilson Re-
agan, was at the State Depart-
ment for talks with Gen. Powell.
The first question to the Minis-
ter was whether India would
consider providing troops un-
der a U.N. umbrella in the con-
text of the latest Security
Council Resolution.

“..we have been following
events in Iraq with very great in-
terest. And we were delighted
that the United States and the
United Kingdom tabled the Res-
olution in the Security Council
that was unanimously adopted.
That's a welcome step. And
we've always been in favour of
the United Nations being in-
volved in a central responsibility
along with their friends and oth-

er members of the Security
Council,” Mr. Singh said.

“With regard to the question
you asked about Indian troops,
nobody has asked us ... we’ll
look at the Resolution very min-
utely. We are not in the Security
Council. And we’ll take a deci-
sion when the time comes,” he
added.

Addressing the media after
their meeting, Gen. Powell said
both he and Mr. Singh discussed
the “full range” of bilateral and
regional issues. “...the most im-
portant issue we touched on
was the fact that the United
States and India have a very
good, strong relationship right
now and we intend to not only
keep it strong but to build on
that relationship, to move
forward.”

For his part, Mr. Singh said
there was a “very frank, wide
ranging, lively, occasionally
amusing discussion on every
single aspect of our relation-
ship,” and the Secretary of State
was informed of India’s inten-

., ® U.N. resolution has changed situation: Natwar

tion “to continue the policies
that we have followed for 57
years.”

Mr. Singh said there was a dis-
cussion on the situation in vari-
ous parts of the world and how
this affected India and the U.S.
“And there was broad agree-
ment, except on one or two ar-
eas,” Mr. Singh said.

The new Government was
“determined” to work closely
with the U.S. to take the partner-
ship forward in all areas. “Both
our countries have clear com-
monalities in shaping a demo-
cratic and pluralistic world
order, free of terrorism,” Mr.
Singh said.

Asked about the continuing
problem of terrorism in Kash-
mir, Gen. Powell said: “I think
we have seen that the rate has
gone down. And we continue to
monitor that rate, and we con-
tinue to express our concern
about the infrastructure that re-
mains behind.”

Editorial on Page 12;
Photograph on Page B
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ﬁWHILE THE WNITED Progressive Alliance Gov-
;emment has been cautious in stating that it
ineeded to study a resolution on Iraq currently
'under debate in the United Nations Security
;Council, there are indications that it will abide
‘by the wise policy followed by its predecessor
and refuse to send Indian troops to serve with
| the forces in neocolonial occupation of the West
:Asian country. Minister of External Affairs Nat-
iwar Singh has pertinently observed that when
'the issue came up in 2003, the Congress party
.opposed the proposal that Indian soldiers
rshould serve under the command of the United
'States. The draft U.N. resolution envisages that
ithe interim Iraqi government, which is set to
'acquire notional sovereignty before June 30, will
+be granted formal command of the security
{forces to be made up of citizens of the country.
However, irrespective of the language of the res-
olution or the formal status of the local forces,
‘substantive power and control over military op-
erations will be retained by a U.S. that has by far
the largest and most powerful contingents in
Iraq. Given that reality, there can be no question
‘of any change in India’s principled position
.even if the foreign military contingents in Iraq
are to be redesignated as a multinational force.
.In sticking to such a position the UPA Govern-
ment will be fulfilling the commitment made in
the Common Minimum Programme to main-
.tain the independence of India’s foreign policy
“on all regional and global issues while pursuing
-a closer engagement and relations with the U.S.
-New Delhi must also move expeditiously to im-
plement its promise to withdraw Indian merce-
naries currently serving with the occupation
forces and ban further recruitments for this
purpose.

Washington’s claims that the interim govern-
ment is representative of the Iraqi people and

g
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NO NEED FOR A REVIEW

that it will be endowed with a fair measure of |
sovereignty have no credibility. “President”
Ghazi al Yawar, “Prime Minister” lyyad Allawi
and most of the “Ministers” were either mem-
bers of, or closely associated with, the discred-
ited Governing Council that served as a puppet
of the occupation forces. The Iragi people
showed nothing but contempt for the Governing
Council and their attitude towards an interim
government made up of the same faces is not
likely to be any different. The notion that such a
regime will exercise a real measure of sovereign-
ty is laughable when the first task before it is to
negotiate, from a’ dependent’s position, the
terms under which the occupation forces will
continue to operate in Iraq. It is also very likely
that Americans will continue to enjoy legal im-
munity, determine accounting practices, control
the treatment of prisoners, and oversee the func-
tioning of Ministries; over a hundred “advisors”
have been embedded in various layers of the
Iraqi administrative machinery for this purpose.

These conditions are not likely to change. It
was with great reluctance that the Bush adminis-
tration roped in the U.N. to help clear the com-
prehensive mess created in Irag. U.N. envoy
Lakhdar Brahimi did consult a wide range of
Iragis as he tried to set up a more truly repre-
sentative government. However, he was relegat-
ed to the role of an ineffectual bystander as
Washington resorted to sleight of hand and es-
sentially recast the Governing Council as the |
new government. As it is, the Iraqis had little !
faith in a world body that had imposed devas-
tating economic sanctions on them for over a
decade at the behest of the U.S. Now the U.N.
has just participated in another charade enacted
to protect American interests. India has nothing
to gain and much to lose by getting embroiled in
this situation.

THE HINDU



\&qf‘i&SPEAKING UP FOR PALESTINE

WHERE CONJINUITY WILL broadly mark the
pursuit of India’s relations in the South Asian
neighbourhood, a fundamental course correc-
tion is needed in policy towards West Asia, as
acknowledged by the Common Minimum Pro-
gramme. This must end the National Democratic
Alliance Government’s pronounced pro-Israeli
tilt and reaffirm solidarity with the beleaguered
Palestinians and their just cause. Diplomatic ties
with Israel were established during the Narasim-
ha Rao regime after prolonged consultations for
the pursuit of normal, mutually beneficial bilat-
eral relations. However, over the past six years
the NDA Government injected a serious distor-
tion by ignoring the Palestinian cause while seek-
ing to build a “special relationship” with the
Zionist state. This was a negation of national sen-
timent and reduced India’s stand on Palestine
and Israel to a state of voiceless impotence. The
country was unable to join the international
community in denouncing the Ariel Sharon re-
- gime’s war-mongering and crimes against hu-
manity. This shameful interlude in India’s
. longstanding, traditional relations with the West
Asian region is set to end. There have been in the
past few days broad enough hints of this from the
External Affairs Ministry under Natwar Singh’s
+ stewardship. New Delhi must straightaway signal
" the policy shift by joining the civilised world in
- condemning the latest Israeli atrocities in the oc-
cupied southern Gaza Strip, which have left
. scores of Palestinians dead and thousands hoine-
+ less. New Delhi must launch a campaign to mo-
_ bilise world opinion against such totally
unacceptable rogue state behaviour.

The weeklong siege of the Rafah refugee camp
on the tip of Gaza climaxes a series of state-spon-
sored terrorist actions against the Palestinians
and their undisputed leader, Yasser Arafat, whom
Israel has attempted to isolate and if possible
eliminate. The wanton destruction of hundreds
of homes of refugees in the Rafah camp has been
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described as a war crime and violation of the Ge-
neva Conventions. In the deadliest incident dur-
ing the operation, an Israeli tank and helicopter
gunship opened fire on unarmed protesters. Tak-
ing the cue from the Bush administration, which
cited Saddam Hussein’s non-existent weapons of
mass destruction as a pretext to launch its war
against the Iraqi people, the Sharon Government
cited the existence of a warren of arms-smuggling
tunnels in Gaza for its brutal operation. While the
failure to unearth any tunnel exposes the Israeli
lie, the massive scale of the destruction caused in
Rafah has provoked worldwide condemnation. A
critical United Nations Security Council resolu-
tion asking Israel to respect its obligations under
international humanitarian law and end its mil-
itary campaign has been followed by the sharp
remarks of a member of the Sharon Cabinet who
has said that the military’s destructive action re-
minded him of the Holocaust. Israel has de-
stroyed 3,000 Palestinian homes in the occupied
territories in the past three and a half years, in-
cluding 1,000 in the Rafah area, according to Am-
nesty International.

The uproar caused by the latest actions of the
Sharon Government may signal a turning point,
resulting from a rather strange political align-
ment. Three months ago Mr. Sharon said he
would unilaterally disengage from the Gaza Strip,
a plan rejected by his own party. Support for the
puliout now comes from the Labour party of the
former Prime Minister, Shimon Peres, who led a
massive rally in Tel Aviv late last month. Mr. Peres
has watched as the past three years of violence
nearly wiped out the peace agreements he helped
work out a decade ago. His support for Mr. Sha-
ron’s pullout plan reflects the deep disquiet
among a growing number of.Israelis who have
watched the rightist regime push the country to
the brink and destroy the road map for peace
drawn up by the quartet of the U.S., the U.N,, the
European Union and Russia.
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Ambassador reitgﬁ{g{es Nam demand

Palestine puts Delhi

claim to lltmqs

PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, May 30: The new
Zongress-led government’s cla-
im that it would play a “pro-ac-
tive” role in volatile West Asia is
oeing put to test.

Palestine has proposed that
India use its influence among de-
veloping nations to get itself
nominated as the Non-Aligned
Movement (Nam)’s special rep-
resentative for the region so that
it can work with world players to
find a permanent solution to the
Palestine-Israel problem.

“If India desires to play the
role of a big nation, it cannot ex-
pect to do so by locking itself in-
side a room. It has to go out and
try to deal with the problems in
the world. And what problem
can be bigger than the one in the
Middle East:” Palestinian envoy
to Delhi Osama Musa asked The
Telegraph during an interview.

Musa, like many others, has
been watching with interest
India’s close relations with Isr-
ael in the past few years. “What
India does with Israel is its sov-
ereign decision. But for peace in
the Middle East, it can do a little
more,” he said.

The US and Russia, along
with the United Nations and
the European Union, all have
“special envoys” for West Asia.
Their job is to interact with im-
portant countries in the region,
including Palestine and Israel,
with the focus on bringing

Musa: Old cry

But India on its own cannot
appoint a special envoy. What it
can do is raise the issue at the
Nam and get a decision in its
favour from the developing
world.

The proposal that Palestine
has put forward to Delhi is not
new. It had sounded the earlier
government, too, but did not get
a favourable response. So on
Monday, when Musa met South
Block officials, he again decided
to make the suggestion.

But many observers believe
there will be no major shift in
India’s policy on West Asia, par-
ticularly in its dealings with Is-
rael and Palestine.

test
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The United Progr sswe Al-
liance, in its common minimum
programme document, said the
government would continue to
support the demand for an
independent Palestinian home-
land. Successive governments,
including the previous BJP-led
coalition, had supported this
demand.

However, some Congress
leaders claimed that the UPA
government would play a “pro-
active” role in West Asia. It re-
mains to be seen whether the
Congress-led government limits
itself to rhetoric or not.

Musa said India’s support for
Palestine remained unaltered
under the BJP-led government.

“The BJP government gifted

"us a prime piece of land in

Chanakyapuri (with an estimat-
ed market value of nearly $10
million) free of cost. It continued
to give us other aid, which in-
cluded medicines and vehicles.
We know India is not arich coun-
try like the United States or
some other western nations.
And, therefore, such gestures
from Delhi are even more dear to
us,” the ambassador said.
“People of India are known
for their sense of fairness and
justice. Ours is a just struggle,
it’s a fight to end the Israeli occu-
pation and get back our own
territory. No matter which party
or coalition comes to power in
Delhi, there cannot be any.
change in India’s stand on the
Palestinian cause. This is main-
ly because of the widespread
support that we enjoy from the
Indian people,” Musa added.
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- Indo-Israeli defence

NEW DELHI, Jan. 1. —
India and Israel have

decided to increase
defence cooperation and
will do joint work in three
crucial areas — electronic
warfare, new sensor sys-
tems and unmanned aerial
vehicles.

Speaking to reporters,
the Defence Research and
Development
Organisation chief, Dr VK
Aatre, said several areas
have beén identified.
Electronic warfare systems
to find, fool or destroy
enemy Sensors are essen-
tial in modern warfare and
the DRDO and the
Israelis would work on
them together. There is
also an infra-red sensor
development programme
for the indigenous Light
Combat Aircraft or Tejas
with Elbit, the Israeli firm.
The two firms will jointly

. fund the project and share
the risk. Both countries
will also work together to
develop special

THE STATESMAN

Unmanned Aerial Vehicle
systems in the coming
years. This is perhaps the
first time the DRDO is as -
deeply involved with mili-
tary R&D people of
another country. The
development of the com-
bat UAV is still a long way
off.

Thr missile programme
is going ahead with the
launch of the 3,000 km
range Agni III in the first
part of next year if all goes
well. The missile has had
teething problems with the
propulsion, or engines,
sources said. Speaking
about other missiles, he
said Agni I and II had been
cleared and the Aakash,
the long-range surface to
air missile, had problems
in the past but they were
being sorted out. The full-
fledged trials were to be
held in coming months
and user trials were
planned in 2004. The same
would roughly apply to the
Nag anti-tank missile, for
which preliminary orders
have already been placed.

2 Jan

"exchange to go up/>

The Trishul, he said, has
had problems and it is now
an R&D driven project. If,
after a demonstration for
the air force, it is consid-
ered successful, it could
become a user-driven pro-
ject for the air force again.
The new Astra air to air
tactical missile is going
through trials and if it did-
n’t have problems, it
would be ready for full tri-
als,

The success story has
been the BrahMos super-
sonic missile. The Navy
has already asked for a
large number of ship-fired
missiles and plans to have
it on the Sukhoi-30 of the

air force are being worked

out.

He said the LCA could
get an initial operational
clearance in 2006 and lim-
ited series production
would begin at Hindustan
Aeronautics soon after.
The plane should be
cleared by 2008. Flight
testing is going on and sho-
uld complete 200 flights by

March next year.
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