fInd1a UK trade to touch
%gj%O billion: envoy

RESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, Dec. 11. —
Trade between India and
UK is expected to grow 20
per cent year-on-year this
fiscal to touch $10 billion,
Britain’s High Commis-
sioner to India, Mr Mi-
chael Arthur, said today.

“In the coming years, bi-
lateral trade between In-
dia and the UK is
expected to grow by 20-25
per cent per annum,” he
said at a seminar on The
Changing Pattern of In-
do-British Links’, organ-
ised by Institute of
Marketing and Manage-
ment.

Mr Arthur said UK is
the second largest foreign
investor in India and was
i third largest source of
new foreign direct invest-
ment in the country this
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year.“In the next three to
four years FDI from UK
to India will grow signifi-
cantly as we are seeing
greater interest in Brit-
ain about India,” he said.

“Investment by Indian
companies in UK has also
picked up in a big way in
the last two-three years.
India is the eighth largest
investor in UK and the
second biggest investor
from Asia after Japan,”
he said adding most of
the investments in UK by
Indian companies were in
IT though investment in
biotechnology was also
picking up.

Investment relationship
between India and UK is
becoming a two way flow,
he said. Mr Arthur said
new models of economic
relationship between In-
dia and UK would emerge
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which would include joint
ventures and partner-
ships where value would
be added in both the
countries. He said areas
where companies in UK
would like partnerships
with Indian firms include
automotive, aerospace,
agriculture, infrastruc-
ture and services.

The British High Com-
missioner said as Indian
agriculture diversifies,
UK’s companies, which
have business involve-
ment in Europe, can help
them access European
markets while the British
government would work
towards opening agricul-
ture market in the conti-
nent. Mr Arthur said
quality of debate on out-
sourcing in UK displays a
better understanding of

its economic necessity//,




‘Blair

A

Vir Sanghvi
. New York, September 21

WHEN TONY Blair stood
up at 10 Downing Street and
called India “the world’s
greatest democracy’— did
he mean largest or was he
putting us ahead of the US?
— there was a palpable
sense that the British Pri-
me Minister was going out
of the way to make an extra
effort for Indo-UK ties.

As he himself said, India
and the UK now have better
relations than at any point
in the last 50 years or so.

The brief meeting with
Manmohan Singh over a
light lunch at Downing
Street was meant to be an
opportunity for the two men
to get to know each other—
they had only met briefly as
part of a group earlier. It
went off better than anyone
had expected and it is a
measure of the new close-
ness between the two coun-
tries that rather than dis-
cuss Indo-UK relations,
they discussed the state of
the world.

Iraq did not dominate the
discussion. Britain has ac-
cepted that India will dis-
agree and agreed to let that
be. Instead, they spoke
about Western concerns
over the rest of the region
including Iran over which
India is believed to have
some influence. Blair also
welcomed India’s efforts to
help in the restoration of
normal life in Afghanistan.

On Indo-Pak relations,
Blair welcomed the Manmo-
han Singh government’s ef-
forts at resuming the dia-

logue but the Indian Prime
Minister warned that the
peace process would be de-
railed if the cross-border
terrorism continued.

Singh’s concerns about
terrorism probably account-
ed for Blair's unusually
strong denunciation of ter-
rorist violence in South
Asia at his press conference.
India had been agitated by
what it regarded as the am-
biguity of recent remarks
made by British ministers
regarding the reconstitu-
tion of the Security Council.
Foreign Secretary Jack
Straw, in particular, had
seemed to be backtracking
on Britain’s commitment to
help India become a perma-
nent member of the recon-
stituted Security Council.

Before Singh met Blair,
Natwar Singh asked Straw
if Britain had changed its
position. Straw insisted
that it had not and said that
the confusion was because
some remarks he made at
Chathan House had been
misreported. Nevertheless,
Singh raised the subject
forcefully with Blair who
assured him that there was
no change in the UK’s
stand.

Afterwards, Manmohan
Singh said—in private—
that he had been impressed
by Blair’s enthusiasm and
obvious sincerity. Asked by
a cynical observer if he
hadn’t been too easily taken
in by Blair’s famous charm,
Singh smiled. “If I think
somebody is sincere, then I
continue to hold that view
till it is proved otherwise,”
he said.
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India, Britain to set up joint

——

LONDON, Sept. 20. — India and
Britain today decided to set up a min-
isterially-led Joint Economic and
Trade Committee to further develop
a strategic economic relationship and
business-led vehicles to enhance bilat-
eral trade and investment in specific
sectors, including services and knowl-
edge-based industries.

They also decided to establish an
Indo-British Economic and Financial
Dialogue on bilateral and global
issues, on financial systems, and to
enhance economic and financial
cooperation.

The decisions were taken during
the wide-ranging talks the Indian
Prime Minister, Dr Manmohan Singh
had with his British counterpart Mr
Tony Blair at a luncheon meeting
here covering all international and
bilateral issues of mutual interest.

“We will enhance our dialogue on
international trade and investment
issues,” a Joint Declaration issued at
the end of the parleys at the British
Prime Minister’s official residence

Downing Street, said.

It said: “Our economic ties will con-
tinue to expand. We will establish a
ministerially-led Joint Economic and
Trade Committee to further develop
a strategic economic relationship, and
develop business-led vehicles to
enhance bilateral trade and invest-
ment in specific sectors including ser-
vices and knowledge-based indus-
tries.”

At this important time in the devel-
opment of international trade regime,
“we will work closely together for a
successful conclusion to the WTO’s
Doha Round of multilateral trade
negotiations,” the two Prime
Ministers said.

The Joint Declaration said: “The
UK and India agree to expand coop-
eration in the fields of civilian nuclear
activities, civilian space programmes,
and high technology trade, in accor-
dance with their intérnational obliga-
tions.”

Describing India and the UK as
natural economic partners, it said “as
ia emerges as a global power,
trade and investment relations are
becoming more diverse. Bilateral

+neconomic & trade panel

trade grew by over 20 per cent last
year. We want this rapid growth to
continue. But the real partnership lies
in the strength of investment in both
directions.” The UK is the.second
largest investor in India.

India was the 8th largest investor in
the UK in 2003. It is one of the fastest
growing, investing in the UK’s know
edge economy. The UK provides an
important bridge into the European
market, attracting more than 60 per
cent of India’s investment in Europe,
it said.

Stating that shared democratic val-
ues and a commitment to human
rights, justice and the rule of law
underpin relationship between the
two countries, the Joint Declaration
said: “We share a global vision of
peace, security and shared prosperity,
based on sustainable development.

“We have shared interests in com-
bating key global challenges — ter-
rorism, poverty, HIV/AIDS, environ-
mental degradation, climate change,
ernational crime, illegal

migratiod and trafficking in people.
We wills1ép up our bilateral ra-
t{on oA these issues.”
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By Harish Khare

LONDON, SEPT. 20. The Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh,
and his British counterpart, To-
ny Blair, today signed a Joint
Declaration, defining “a com-
prehensive strategic partner-
ship” and avowing to “take our
relationship to a new level.”

Building on the 2002 New
Delhi Declaration, the Blair-
Manmohan Singh statement
talks of the two countries work-
ing for “a safer and more pros-
perous world.” It notes that “the
United Kingdom will continue
to work for India’s Permanent
Membership of the United Na-
tions Security Council.”

Reflecting the convergence
on the issue of terrorism, the
Declaration commits the two
countries “to combating terror-
ism in all its forms and manifes-
tations.” The two countries “will
work together to try to ensure
that the global norms against
terrorism are upheld by all
countries.”

There is an agreement to
cooperate “to counter money-
laundering and terrorist financ-
ing” as well as “in the fight
against international, organised
and serious crime...”

Global challenges

The two countries expressed
a “shared interest in combating
key global challenges — terror-
ism, poverty, HIV/AIDS, envi-
ronmental degradation,
climate-change, drugs, interna-
tional crime, illegal migration
and trafficking in our people.”

On economic issues, India
and Britain agreed to “work
closely together for a successful
conclusion to the World Trade
Organisation’s Doha Round” of
multilateral trade negotiations.
There is also a desire to expand
cooperation in “the fields of ci-
vilian nuclear activities, civilian

space programme, and high

technology trade, in accordance

“ India

y U-K- to }ﬁ”}w'
combat terrorism

A WARM WELCOME: British Prime Minister Tony Blair gréeting Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh at his residence in London on Monday. — AP

with their international obliga-
tions.” On bilateral economic
relations, the Declaration rec-
ognises the growing hilateral
trade, which grew by 20 per cent

last year.

The two Prime Ministers
committed themselves to hold-
ing annual summit meetings, in
London and New Delhi, and
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agreed to “continue the high-
level dialogue established
through our Personal Envoys.”
‘New mindset in
India’: Page 11
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T A time when the Blair Government faces a
deepening crisis of credibility relating to its
role in the war of invasion and occupation of
raq, the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonuwealth Affairs, Jack Straw, has been in
India focussing on strengthening the “partnership”
between his country and India. In this interview given
to The Hindu in Bangalore on February 7, Mr. Straw
responds briefly to N. Ram’s questions about the
justifiability of going to war in Iraq and the WMD
issue before addressing various aspects of a bilateral

relationship that is “mature ...

and better balanced

than ever before.” He also provides his impressions of,
and insights into, contemporary India.

N. Ram: Foreign Secretary, your
whole case for going to war in Iraq
seems to have collapsed. The wide-
spread perception here, in India, is
that it is a war of invasion and occu-
pation, without any legitimacy. And
the whole case was built on WMD
[Weapons of Mass Destruction].
They’re not going to be found, are
they?

Jack Straw: Well, let me say this.
The case was built on [United Na-
tions Security Council] Resolution
1441 [of 2002]: the clear breach by
Iraq going back to twelve years of
obligations under Security Council
resolutions. And the view that we
took about Irag’s possession of
weapons of mass destruction, both in
terms of materiel and capability, was
the same view as was taken by the
whole of the rest of the world. So it
wasn’t only the United Kingdom and
the United States who believed that
Iraq had weapons of mass destruc-
tion. It was also France and China
and Russia and the other members of
the Security Council. Every single
one of them said unanimously, in
Resolution 1441, that Iraq posed a
threat to international peace and se-
curity because of its proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction, its
long-range missile systems, and its
defiance of the U.N. And in all the
debates we had this time last year,
nobody was saying Iraq did not pose
a threat. The only issue was: how do
you deal with the threat?

Now, it’s my view that history will
prove us right. I still believe now that
we were right to take the action we've
taken. And if you look at what Dr.
David Kay, the former head of the
Iraq Survey Group, said last week: he
made remarks about his own belief
that no direct materiel would be
found, but he also said that they had
already found quite sufficient, in
terms of capability, laboratories and
deceit and defiance, to have justified
already the military action that we
took. Could T just add this point? I
think historians will also say — when
they look at this last year — that we
have made the world a safer place
indirectly. Because 1 think it is un-
likely that the cooperation we're now
receiving from Iran on its covert nu-
clear weapons development and
from Libya, and the exposure of a nu-
clear network under Dr. A. Q. Khan,
none of these would have happened.
The latter is something that has con-
cerned India very greatly. So I think
people will see this in a benign way.

There seem to be marked differ-
ences on this issue between political
India, including the Government,
on the one hand and your Govern-
ment. Did this figure in your high-
level deliberations during this visit?

No, it didn’t, as a matter of fact. |
was asked about it when I gave the
[Madhavrao] Scindia Memorial Lec-
ture yesterday evening. But not in my
discussions. I said in a lecture and I
think, in a different context, so did
{External Affairs Minister] Yashwant
Sinha when he gave the Woodrow
Wilson Lecture in Washington, that
close alliances between the U.K. and
the U.S., and [the partnership] be-
tween the U.K. and India don’t mean
that you have to agree on everything.
It means, however, that when there is
a disagreement, you handle it in a
way that doesn’t produce conflict.

If I may now turn to the main
agenda of your visit, bilateral rela-
tions. Let me start with the political
aspect. Could you set forth your vi-

sion of the political side of this In-
dia-U.K. partnership, especially
what has happened since the New
Declaration was signed (on January
6, 2002 by Prime Minister Tony
Blair and Atal Bihari Vajpayee)?

As a pretty frequent visitor to India
over the last twenty-five years and
someone who has taken a close in-
terest in its development and the na-
ture of the relationship with the
United Kingdom, I think that the re-
lationship, first of all, is now a mature
one. That it is mutual and it is better
balanced than it’s ever been before.
In a sense, Bangalore tells you the
whole of that story, because you not
only have trade, you have invest-
ment. I've just been to Infosys; there
you have a world-leading ICT com-
pany, which is providing the highest
tech services to leading U.K. compa-
nies. Equally there are plenty of com-
panies from the UX. providing
several services or trading goods
back here ...

Your assurance that you won’t
move for any restriction on out-
sourcing to India must be music to
their ears.

Our own history tells us that pro-
tection leads only ever to short-term
gains, but always long-term pain.
And in the 1920s and 1930s, Europe-
an countries and the United States
went increasingly for protection. It
was a vicious circle. My own constit-
uency [Blackburn] was a textile town;
indeed at the time of the Raj it ex-
ported a very high proportion of its
production to India and to China,
not least because of the outrageous
restrictions imposed on textile pro-
duction here in India. Time and
again the cry went up in favour of
protection. But although it’s no long-
er a textile town, my constituency
has benefited from free trade. And
what we know in the UK. is that, of
course, at any one time there are go-
ing to be some companies that lose
work. We have responsibility to those
companies and to their work people
and former work people. But we also
know that if you get a virtuous circle
going, you increase trade in services
as well as goods and investment
flows, everybody benefits. And that’s
the message which Prime Minister
Blair, Patricia Hewitt, Secretary of
State for Trade and Industry, and I
have been broadcasting.

I interrupted you on the political
vision.

The political vision — it’s a very
strong, deep, mutual and balanced
relationship and one which we want
to see growing stronger every day
and one which recognises the in-
creasingly important strategic role of
India. [ published in January a Strate-
gy for the Foreign Office and indeed
international priorities for the Gov-
ernment as a whole. That expressly
identifies India as one of our key stra-
tegic partners for the future and, on
the best evidence of growth trends,
as a country which 'is going to be-
come the sixth, fifth, fourth largest
world economy, overtake the U.K,,
and then be at least the third largest
economy within probably my life-
time and yours.

You've expressed a certain level
of satisfaction over what’s going on
between India and Pakistan, partic-
ularly on the issue of Kashmir.
Could you lay out for us, for our
readers, your current, updated
stand or position on the Kashmir
dispute?

My position on Kashmir is the
same as my position has always

been, as it was two years ago when I
was involved in some very intensive
diplomacy between India and Pakis-
tan. And that is this is a bilateral dis-
pute which has to be resolved
bilaterally — it obviously has its in-
ternational dimensions, which is why
we and the U.S. were so active in
terms of our diplomacy when there
was genuine risk that it could turn
into a nuclear confrontation. But it is
an issue which has to be discussed
bilaterally because it is about what
has happened here, in the sub-conti-
nent, and the last thing we have to do
is offer any “solutions” to two proud
independent nations. It's for these
two to work through. But what I
would say is that the statesmanship
shown by Prime Minister Vajpayee
and by President Musharraf is un-
questionably the best way forward.
Taking it, building up confidence, a
step at a time, building up the trade
and human links between India and
Pakistan as well as, hopefully and
quite shortly, more human contacts
across the Line of Control with the
bus service between Srinagar and
Muzzaffarabad. That's the way, I
think, to make progress. But I have
lived with the Kashmir dispute in my
constituency because I've got 15,000
people from Pakistan, 15,000 from
India. I'm familiar with it. The people
from Muzzaffarabad aren’t 8000 km
away, they are down the road. And
what I know, from my own Indian
and Pakistani constituents, is that
they have a huge sense of relief, that
the anxiety of families on both sides
of the Line of Control and the hatreds
are gradually being dissolved. And
that’s wonderful.

Another question in the political
realm. We’ve seen this huge contro-
versy in Pakistan over the revela-
tions about this A.Q. Khan nuclear
network. But there is virtually no
discussion of India’s nuclear weap-
onisation. All fingers are pointed to
Pakistan; of course, it’s about ex-
port ... but the concern is gone at
your end?

First of all, India is not a member
of the NPT [Nuclear Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty].

Nor is Pakistan.

Nor is Pakistan. But there are in-
ternational obligations against pro-
liferation whether you are a member
of the NPT or not. India is not a
member of the NPT. It has been very
careful indeed about the security of
its nuclear weapons capability and
there is not a scintilla of evidence
that India has ever been involved in
any proliferation whatsoever. So we
greatly respect the way in which In-
dia has operated in this regard and it
primarily does put it in a different
category from that relating to Dr. A.
Q. Khan. The other fact is that India
is a democracy and democracy, we
know, is quite a constraint on gov-
ernments and properly so. We would
like, over time, obviously to see India
in the NPT and we welcome the re-
cent set of proposals between the
U.S. and India over civil nuclear
cooperation. We're looking at wheth-
er we can pursue that ourselves.

I’'ve read your highly positive ob-
servations on respect for diversity
and pluralism in India. But surely
some comment is called for on the
politics of hate, the violations of this
respect that have taken place. Some
horrible things have happened in
India, which show that there are
people and sections who do not re-
spect diversity and pluralism.

Indeed. I was in India, throughout
the period in November and Decem-
ber 1992, during the great tension
over the Ayodhya mosque, and then
the trouble that happened and the
communal violence that took place.
And [ was also in India when the train
was burnt ...

In Godhra.

.. in Godhra and then you had the
very serious communal violence. As
you may know, two British citizens
were killed in that violence and they
are relations of constituents of mine.
What happened in Gujarat was out-
rageous, that communal violence. It
caused great concern to my constitu-
ents and to the British Government.
You get these problems, not neces-
sarily to that degree, in many coun-
tries. It is incumbent on
governments to take appropriate ac-
tion to deal with them.
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Turning to investment, are you
satisfied with the trends after the
recessionary phase?

You get cycles everywhere, but the
India cycle is like that [signals up-
wards], it’s doing well. And we’ve had
one of the longest periods of sus-
tained growth in the UK., ever. I
keep wondering when it is going to
finish but so far, touch wood, i
hasn’t. And we have always sought to
be open and very international in our
approach to business and trade and
investment. And there are a lot of in-
vestment opportunities here. And
don’t forget that two things that
greatly facilitate investment and
trade flows both ways are aspects of
shared culture and language. And the
fact that there is this very large Indi-
an diaspora in England ...

1.3 million strong.

.. yes, and growing, vibrant and
diverse itself — Hindu, Sikh, Muslim
and some Buddhist.

And trade, two-way trade, is in
good health?

I think so. [Turns to British High
Commissioner Michael Arthur who
says: “Creeping up very nicely.”]

Development assistance: you are
thinking of 200 million pounds a
year?

Yes, it’s the largest development
assistance programme of the United
Kingdom anywhere in the world. And
it's at an interesting stage because
India is now seeing itself as a donor.
That’s been a very important pro-
gramme. [High Commissioner Ar-
thur adds that “on target is 300"
million pounds.]

Britain and India have an inter-
esting partnership in the area of
education and knowledge. Is that
going to become very big? Scholar-
ships, online opportunities to study
and gain knowledge ...

The British Council, as you see
along there, has got not only a phys-
ical library, but also a virtual library.
They’ve just put online very big refer-
ence data bases so that people in this
area of south India as across India
can access this huge virtual library
and, as I was told by one of the local
staff, avoid the traffic jams in Banga-
lore, which are certainly worse than
when I was last here, in 1992. So
that’s important. The number of stu-
dents from India going to British uni-
versities has increased now to 14,000
a year, by a factor of three or four.

And I may add, from my field,
that they are going to the U.K. for
journalism education as well, which
was unknown in the U.K. a few dec-
ades ago.

Yes. When 1 went to University,
which was about forty years ago,
about eight per cent of the age group
went to University. Today it’s 44 per
cent and rising. It's huge. What's in-
teresting is — I'm sure this debate is
round the world — when it went up
from six to eight per cent, there were
people who said that more meant
worse, on the basis there was some
kind of physical quantum of intellec-
tual knowledge! Kingsley Amis said,
with the Robbins report, more gets
worse!

A Labour versus Tory argument?

Well interestingly enough, it
wasn’t, because it was modernists
versus traditionalists. The report
came out of this big committee of
enquiry chaired by Lionel Robbins —
he’d been an associate of Keynes and
then ran the LSE — this committee
was established by the Conservatives
in 1960 and reported in 1962. It was
implemented by Labour in 1964.
That was the background.

India has decided to institute
dual nationality with certain re-
strictions, without the vote basical-
ly. Will this make a real difference
to your constituents and to the 1.3
million strong Indian diaspora in
the UK.?

What it has meant up to now is
that Indian citizens who wanted to
maintain their rights in India could
not apply for British citizenship. If
you are a Commonwealth resident in
the UK., you've got a right to vote
even without being a citizen. But this
is a much more balanced arrange-
ment. Again, I think it shows a ma-
turing of the relationship between
the UK. and India. This is a very self-
confident, very vibrant country. I was
first in Bangalore twenty-five years
ago. It is the same but it is also quite
different.




“Resume WTO negotiati

By Our Special Correspondent

BANGALORE, FEB. 7. The British
Foreign Secretary, Jack Straw,
today said that it was necessary-
to resume negotiations of the
World Trade Organisation
(WTO) immediately and that
both India and Britain had a
common interest in ensuring
that the round reached a “liber-
alising conclusion”.

Addressing members of the
industry on “Britain and India: a
changing and prospering part-
nership” here, Mr. Straw said
that at the Doha Round of WTO,
India’s active engagement was a
conditional success.

Welcoming the statements
made by the Union Commerce
Minister, Arun Jaitley, reaffirm-
ing India’s commitment to the
trade round, Mr. Straw said it
was a sign of a growing and
changing partnership.

Both countries were seeking
global dispute settlement ar-
rangements. Britain would not

THE HINDU

practise protectga\'s and
would continue to open up its

economy. The policy emanated
from the thinking that Britain as
a whole would benefit.

Global free trade would have
a positive impact on the econo-
mies of the world, and it was
wrong to presume that powerful
multinational companies and
rich countries would amass
wealth. “Breaking down barriers
will help the poorest most of
all.” The European Commission
had estimated that free trade
would increase world income
by $400 billion, or 1.4 per cent
of the world’s GDP, he added.

Mr. Straw said protectionism
was more harmful than bene-
ficial, and pointed out that sub-
sidies in the Organisation for
Economic Cooperation and De-
velopment of India (OECD)
member-nations amounted to
more than half of the national
incomes of the whole of sub-
Saharan Africa.

Talking about agriculture, he

8 FFB 2

w0 -

said it was a bone of contention
between Europe and countries
such as India, with the latter
seeking more access to Europe-
an markets. Protectionism in
agriculture had increased the
cost of food. It was estimated in
the European Union that the
cost of food for a family of four
was $1,500 per annum.

Job outsourcing

On the issue of job outsourc-
ing, he said the markets had de-
veloped outsourcing, and
globalisation was creating jobs
in India, the UK, and else-
where. There were 5,500 call
centres with a workforce of
4,000 in the UK. A few call cen-
tres were moving to other coun-
tries including India while some
were moving back to the UK,
he added

Mr. Straw said there was an
amazing change in the business
climate in India and a “palpable
feel good” factor.

The number of Indian com-
panies listed on the London

qns immediately

Sock Exchange was more than
those on the NASDAQ and the
New York Sock Exchange put
together.

Two-thirds of overseas soft-
ware professionals in the UK.
were from India, and the Indian
community, which was 1.3 mil-
lion strong, was the largest sin-
gle ethnic minority and a
prospering one.

Praising Bangalore for the
strides it had made, Mr. Straw
recalled his visit 25 years ago on
a honeymoon and his stay at
Hotel West End.

He said there had been an
“astounding” growth in the city,
particularly in the knowledge-
based sector. Britain was linked
through Indian IT companies
such as Wipro, Mindtree, and
Infosys.

There were 70 British compa-
nies in Karnataka. Britain was
the third largest investor in In-
dia, and in the past five years,
Indian investment in the U.K.
had increased.
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India,

anti-terror

NEW DELHI, Jan. 30. — India and
Britain today decided to set up an
institutional framework for counter-
terrorism and intelligence sharing
and signed an agreement on the re-
turn of Indian nationals who remain
in that country without permission.
“We’ve decided to set up an insti-
tutional framework for counter-ter-
rorism and intelligence sharing,
which will be formalised soon,”
Deputy Prime Minister Mr LK Ad-
vani told reporters after signing with
his British counterpart Mr David
Blunkett the agreement on return-

ing Indian immigration offenders .

from that country.

Observing that this was the “first
agreement of its kind” to be signed
by India with any country, Mr Blun-
kett said it was “an indication of tre-
mendous strides taken together in
counter-terrorism operations”.

To questions on funds being raised
in the UK to finance terror groups,
the British Home Minister said im-
mediate action would be taken
against such activities if any infor-
mation was passed on to it.

The new. agreement provides for
the quick return of Indian nationals
who remain in the UK without per-
mission. The increased cooperation
of the Indian authorities would help
reduce delays in returning those
who've destroyed their travel docu-
mentation, British high commission
officials said. -

Mr Blunkett said: “The agreement
we've signed with India today dem-
onstrates our commitment to im-
proved cooperation between our
two countries on illegal immigration.
We'll continue to welcome Indians
travelling legitimately to the UK as
visitors, students or on business but

we will take swift action to remove
those vho break immigration rules.”
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 Mr LK Advani and British home minister Mr David Blunkett in Delhi on Friday. <~ AFP

The British minister said the two
sides had also agreed to “a joint
meeting to explore the opportunities
for further increasing cooperation
on policing issues”. He said India
and Britain were “sending signals”
by signing such a major accord. “It’s
an indication of tremendous strides
taken together in counter-terrorism
operations.”

Mr Advani said the two countries,
whose common bond was their com-
mitment to democracy, shared a lot
in common. “Our cooperation has
been very close on all issues includ-
ing terrorism. Our commitment to
democracy makes us fight terronsm
jointly.”

Mr Blunkett said Britain now had
a new legislation on counter-terror-
ism and stopping funding of terror-
ism. “It’s a challenge for the two

31 ueN 2004

UK backs Indo-Pak
peace efforts

NEW DELHI, Jan. 30. — Britain today
expressed “wholehearted support” to the
Indo-Pak peace efforts. “We're keen to
provide moral support” fo the peace dia-
Jogue, British home minister Mr David
Blunkett told reporters after & 30-minute
meeting with Mr LK Advani here. Refer-
ring to Mr Advani's recent talks with the
Hurriyat, he said: “Britain is extremely
supportive of the initiatives taken in this
regard as also the specific initiative tak-
en by the Deputy Prime Minister on
Kashmir” — PTI

countries. The formalisation of the
Joint Working Group (on counter-
terrorism and drug trafficking) will
speed up sharing of information be-
tween India and Britain,”

T N T N o I S,



‘Arms-runner Bleach may be freed

By Akshaya Mukul
Times NEws NETWORK q‘

New Delhi: Peter Bleach,4
British citizen, jailed since
1995 in the Purulia arms drop
case, is to be freed soon.

The decision to release
Bleach came after a meeting
of deputy Prime Minister
LK. Advani with British
home secretary David Blun-
kett. During his visit to
Britain last July, Mr Advani
had assured British Prime
Minister Tony Blair that he
would ask law minister Arun
Jaitley to take a second look
at the case. “The law min-
istry has told us that release
could be possible. The deci-
sion could be taken soon.”

Mr Blunkett responded in
equal measure: “I am very
pleased. This would improve
my reputation back home as
I am known for sending and
keeping people in prison... I
am very pleased that Mr Ad-
vani is prepared to let one
out.”

But, till last year the same
home ministry had opposed
the release of Bleach tooth-
and-nail. The Delhi high
court, which was seized of
Bleach'’s petition seeking a di-
rective to the home ministry
to decide on the mercy peti-

Reut:

Deputy Prime Minister L.K. Advani with British minister David Blunkett after their meeting in

tion he had sent to President
A.PJ. Abdul Kalam, was told
that not only has his plea been
rejected by the President but
reasons for the same could
not be shared with his lawyer.

“The file containing the
reasons for rejecting the peti-
tion will be shown to the
court if so directed by the ho-

.nourable court,” the home

THETIMESOFINDIA  +

.

New Delhi on Friday

ministry said in a letter to
the HC. A senior official in
the home ministry admits a
lot has changed after Mr Ad-
vani's visit to the UK last
year. According to him, the
surest way to get Bleach out
would be to make him file a
mercy petition before the
President again.

“The President would act

JAN 2004

on the advice of the law and
home ministries to release
Bleach,” he says.

Bleach is serving a life sen-
tence for his involvement in
the air-dropping of a cache of
arms—assault rifles, anti-
tank missiles, rocket launch-
ers and ammunition—in Pu-
rulia district on December
17, 1995.




Indo-UK air serv1céﬁlks start

$h-\0

NEW DELHI, Jan. 27. — The long-
pending bilateral talks between Indian
and and Britain over the issue of air serv-
ices began today.

The two-day talks could result in more
British airlines flights to south Indian cit-
ies like Bangalore, Chennai and Hydera-
bad, said officials in the civil aviation
ministry.

The last round of bilateral talks be-
tween the two countries was held in June
2002.

Senior officials in the civil aviation min-
istry said while the designated airlines
from Britain are looking at a higher fre-
quency of flights and new destinations es-
pecially in south India, the Indian side is
seeking peak hour slots at the Heathrow
airport at London.

The Indian delegation is headed by the
civil aviation secretary, Mr K Roy Pauli,
said officials.

At present gntxsh Airways operates 19
weekly flights to India, including a daily
flight to both Delhi and Mumbai. Anoth-
er British airlines, Virgin Atlantic, has
three weekly flights.

Officials said the pressure put by Indi-
an expatriates in Britain who are keen to
have more direct flights to India is likely
to be a key factor in these talks as the ex-
patriate community has often expressed
reservations about having to travel to In-
dia either through the Gulf region or
some other third point.

However, even if the Indian side allows
an increase in number of flights to the ex-
isting Indian cities or to new cities, British
Airways might not be the sole beneficiary
as there are three designated airlines in
Britain — BA, Virgin Atlantic Airways
and British Midlands which are likely to
compete for new routes and an increased
number of flights. — SNS§




