/ Laden tape calls for boycott of Tra

w’ polls; Baghdad blast kills 15

fraqi Shi'ite Muslim political leader Ammar Abdef Aziz al-Hakim speaks o

reporters af the site of the car bomb in Baghdad on Monday. —

Associated Press

CAIRQO, Dec. 27. — In an
audiotape broadcast by Al-
Jazeera satellite television
today, a man, purported to be
Osama bin Laden, endorsed
Abu Musab al-Zarqawi as his
deputy in Irag and called for a
boycott: of next month’s elec-
tions there.
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AFP

The voice on the tape
described al-Zarqawi as the
Emir of Al-Qaida in Iraq and
called upon Muslims there “to
listen to him.”

Speaking of a statement last
month in  which Zargawi
declared allegiance to Laden
and changed his group’s name
to Al-Qaida in Irag, the voice
on the tape called it “a great
step towards unifying all the

T (7

mujahideen.” The voice sound-
ed like Laden’s but there was no
way to confirm it. It said
Zargawi and those with him are
fighting “for God’s sake.” Al-
Jazeera broadcast excerpts of
the tape while showing a still
photo of the bearded lLaden
wearing a white robe and a
head-covering.

Zargawi’s group is responsi-
ble for numerous car bombings
and beheadings of foreign
hostages in Iraq.

Shi’ite leader attacked

A suicide-bomber rammed an
explosives-laden car into the
Baghdad headquarters of top
Iraqi Shi’ite Muslim political
leader Mr Abdel Aziz Hakim to-
day, killing 15 people and wo-
unding many more. Mr Hakim,
head of one of the country’s ma-
in Shiite political parties, the Su-
preme Council for the Islamic
Revolution in Irag (SCIRD), es-
caped with his life but a number
of his guards were killed.



Split parade blot on
marriage milestone
AT T A

9

TAPAS CHAKRABORTY =

Lucknow, Dec. 25: The ex-
ecutive body of the All In-
dia Muslim Personal Law
Board today approved the
draft model nikaahnama,
which discourages triple
talaq, in a step forward to
its formalisation.

The achievement of the re-
form “milestone” of sorts by
working out an overdue conse-
nsus, however, could not cush-
ion the organisation from ne-
wsof yet another “Muslim law
board” being formed by an ob-
scure group claiming to repre-
sent the Shia sect.

The draft, which will now
be placed before the board’s
general body, has also given
marriage an institutional fra-
mework by including a record
of details of the bride, groom,
their parents, witnesses and
mehr; some marital dos and
don’ts; and a dispute settle-
ment mechanism. (See chart)

“Marriage in Islamic law is
not aritual. It is a sacrosanct
contract,” said S.Q.R. Ilyas, ex-

2§ BEC 2004 7}@7P

A model nikaahnama will hve the following sections

eName, age, address and educational

qualification of bride/groom
eName of parents, witnesses
eAmount of mefirfor bride on

marriage termination

«Marriage obligations and
responsibilities

ecutive body member.

The draft nikachnama
(marriage contract) has three
parts: introduction, guideli-
nes and declaration.

The first will record the br-
ide and groom’s names, addre-
sses, ages and educational
qualification; their parents’
and witnesses’ names, and sp-
ecification of mehr (dower and
not dowry, the board clarified).

The guidelines detail the
obligations and responsibili-
ties of the couple. “By coming
together, a man and a woman
should be inspired by love and
work towards their mutual
satisfaction,” said Kashmi Ra-
sool [llvas, a senior member.

sMarriage dos and don'ts

«Couple’s moral oath against
hasty triple falag
#Elaborate dispute settlement
mechanism involving
family eiders, Shariat
panchayat, Shariat
court

The declaration, which
covers areas of discord in the
community, lays down a moral
oath for couples to avoid hasty
triple talag and instead seek
the counsel of family elders. If
this fails, they are to approach
the local Shariat panchayat
where the qazi, too, will help
out. The final appeal will be
made to Darool Khaza, the
Shariat court.

Asked why the board does
not recommend abolition of
triple talag, spokesman Abdul
Rahim Qureshi said it was ou-
tside the board’s power to do
so “but we are clearly discour-
aging itsuse”.

The board, functioning

since 1971 as an unregistered,
representative body of Mus-
lims in India, has no power of
adjudication and would thus
campaign for the draft’s pro-
motion, members said.

The board also iterated its
resolve to start a systematic
media campaign on Muslim
women’s right to their par-
ents’ property. It ostensibly
avoided any more bold reform
decision after discontent over
various sects’ representation
intensified this morning.

Shikoh Azad of the former
Awadh royal family, along wi-
th Ali Hasan Qummi of the Sh-
ia Youth Federation, mooted a
parallel board. Another had
been launched by the Bareilvi
sect’s Maulana Taqgeer Raza.

An angry Maulana Rabey
Nadvi, the board chief, said
going by the trend, the country
will soon have “72 Muslim per-
sonal law boards”. His feelings
were assuaged by several no-
ted leaders who said the “unit-
ed face of the community” wo-
uld give fringe elements a be-
fitting answer.



Muslims face wall of

susplclo
q&’f ey somenon G\

urope’s reputation as a toleran
haven for people of all religions is

under threat. Muslims are being
viewed with high levels of disapproval, a
survey has revealed.

Sweden emerges as the least welcoming
west European nation; 75% of Swedes ques-
tioned said there is “definitely a lot” or
“rather a lot” of disapproval of Muslims
there. Britain is relatlvely tolerant. Just

)1 Europe

believed it had fallen. In Britain 33% be-
lieved there was more anti-Semitism while
50% believed there had been no change and
17% thought it had declined.

Mark Hofmans of GfK Worldwide, the
German market research company that pre-
pared the report with The Wall Street Jour-
nal, said he had been surprised by the re-
sults. “Most shocking were the results about
anti-Semitism and attitudes towards Mus-
lims, which were much more negative than
we expected and Wldespread too,” he said.

39% of respon- ==
dents said they be-
lieved that a signif-
icant number of
people were op-
posed to Muslims.

The survey was
conducted in the
wake of the Sep- |
tember 11 attacks |
and the Madrid
train bombings to
examine religious
attitudes. Re-
searchers sur-
veyed 1,000 people
in 19 European
countries.

In Holland, 72%
said there was alot
of disapproval of
Muslims and in
Denmark the fig-
ure was 67%. On average, 52% of people in-
terviewed across western Europe believed
that there was large-scale unhappiness
about the number of Muslims.

An estimated 13 million Muslims live in
the 25 countries of the European Union. On
top of fears over Al Qaida attacks, tensions
have risen in countries such as Holland
where Theo van Gogh, the radical film
maker, was stabbed to death by an Islamic
extremist. This was followed by at least 13
arson attacks on mosques, churches and Is-
lamic schools across the country.

The study also suggests that anti-Semi-
tism has increased; 30% of those ques-
tioned believed that it had risen in their
country over the past five years, 35%
thought there had been no change and 14%

Chowdhury
1Mueen-Uddin,
deputy director of
the Islamic Founda-
tion, a Leicester-
based centre that
promotes  under-
standing between
Muslims and non-
Muslims, said the
study “reflects the
general perception
now prevalent in
our society.”

He added: “Being
a Muslim I am wor-
ried that Europe is
replacing its anti-
Semitism with yet
another cancer— Is-
lamophobia. There
is nothing worse
than the feeling that
you are not trusted or viewed with suspi-
cion by your neighbours and fellow citi-
zens.” He added that Muslims viewed
Britain more positively than other coun-
tries in Europe: “We feel we are much better
treated here than anywhere else.”

“In France for example Muslim girls are
denied wearing the hijab in schools and in
Germany, while the Turkish population have
been living there for more than 30 years, they
are still treated as guest workers and not al-
lowed to be part of mainstream society.”
Azher Basharat, 35, a shop worker and de-
vout Muslim from east London, said:
“Things have got a little worse since Septem-
ber 11, some people look at us with greater
suspicion. You can see it in their faCes—?y

100k a little uneasy” The Sunday Times
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tour cleared

But Bangladesh may have to
shift Chittagong matches

Rajnish Sharma and
Atreyo Mukhopadhyay
New Delhi/Dhaka, December 7

TEAM INDIA will leave Kolkata
on Wednesday and play the first
Testin Dhaka from December 10,
but Chittagong is still uncertain
as the second Test venue.

The home ministry said today
Chittagong hadn't got the clear-
ance because the Indian security
team would visit the port city
only on Wednesday to assess the
arrangements. The home min-
istry doesn’t want to take
chances with Chittagong because
Harkat-ul-Jehad al-Islami, which
had threatened to kill the Indian
cricketers to avenge the death of
Muslims in the Gujarat riots, had
a ‘“strong presence” there.
Sources said the city was also the
landing point for weapons and ex-
plosives for the militant outfit.

The BCCI and the Bangladesh
Cricket Board will have to shift
the matches out of the port city if
the home ministry report says it
is not a safe venue.

Dhaka was cleared as a venue
only after the Bangladeshi agen-
cies said they would follow the
elaborate list of security arrang-
ements given by the Indian home
ministry. The security team, led
by Intelligence Bureau joint di-
rector (VIP security) Yashovard-
han Azad, had detailed talks
with senior Bangladeshi army
and police officers. The team
also met Bangladeshi home sec-
retary Omar Farooq, who agreed
to provide “foolproof security
cover to Team India and make
additional arrangements pro-
posed by the Indian side”.

Among the home ministry’s
suggestions are anti-sabotage
checks, “access control” at the
stadium and the team hotel and
keeping vacant the floors above
and below that occupied by the
Indians. Even the route the play-

SECURITY CHECK

) ;. &m0y

#” Anti-sabotage checks at
stadium and team hotel

& Hotel floors helow & above
those of Indians to be vacant

#” Hotel-stadium route and
security along it specified

#” As in Pakistan, securitymen
could accompany the Indians

NEW ITINERARY

istTest  Dec10-14 Dhaka
Ind Test  Decl17-21  Venueto
be fixed
51O Dec 23 Venue to
be fixed
md OB Dec26 Dhaka

ers would take to the stadium
and the security along it have
been specified, an official said.

Also, the home ministry would
like to send securitymen with the
players — an arrangement Pak-
istan had accepted for the series
in March. Some Indian high com-
mission officials in Dhaka, des-
perate to leave office after what
they called was a “very busy
day”, were kind enough to say
that the home ministry team,
that reached here on Monday
said all the matches might have
to be played in Dhaka.

“We can’t say anything now
because we don’'t know any-
thing. Nothing has been con-
veyed to the BCB so far,” the
Bangladeshi board’s media pan-
el vice-chairman said.



MUSLIMS UNWELCOME, SAYS POLL

A man being arrested by police during a major anti-terror raid in The
_Hague on Wednesday. The raid on an apartment came as part of an

AMSTERDAM, Nov. 10.
— Religious violence
flared yesterday as thou-
sands turned out to line
the streets at the funeral
of the murdered film-
maker and vocal critic of
Islam, Theo van Gogh.
Two Dutch churches
were attacked by arsonists,
in seeming retaliation for
earlier attacks on
mosques, while an opinion
poll showing that 40 per
cent of Dutch people no
longer considered
Muslims welcome under-

11 NOV 2004

"~ operation launched by the public prosecutor's office. — AFP

lined a rapid deterioration
of tolerance in the previ-
ously liberal Netherlands.

Theo van Gogh, whose
last film Submission criti-
cised the treatment of
women under Islam, was
cremated in an upbeat cer-
emony broadcast on large
screens for the crowds out-
side an Amsterdam ceme-
tery and live on national
television.

A sarcastic letter was
read out to his Kkiller,
promising “we will do our
very best to learn more
about your beliefs to pre-
vent further misunder-

UNQUIET IN THE NETHERLANDS

standing”, and apologising
that the killing “had to
happen in the middle of
Ramadan”,

Theo van Gogh, a dis-
tant relative of the painter
Vincent van Gogh, was
shot six times and nearly
decapitated as he cycled
down a street in
Amsterdam last week. A
five-page letter declaring
holy war and threatening
death to the critics of
Islam was stabbed to his
chest with a knife.

At the funeral, crowds
waved banners demand-
ing: “Let’s protect .our
freedom of speech” and
“No to fundamentalism”.
Six alleged Islamic radicals
are in custody in connec-
tion with the murder,
including the alleged
killer, Mohammed
Bouyeri, (26), who holds
Dutch and Moroccan
passports. All face charges
of conspiracy to murder.

Racism in Ireland too

Racist threats against
Ireland’s immigrant com-
munities are growing, a
government-appointed
panel on racismreported
Wednesday. The National
Consultative Committee on
Racism and Inter-cultural-
ism said it had received
reports of 70 racist inci-
dents, ranging from verbal
taunts to assaults, over the

revious si nths.
p ix months //
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Muslim board divided over

ki

( \\’ Times NEws NETWORK

Lucknow: All is not well within the
All-India Muslim Personal Law
Board (AIMPLB). Top office-bearers
of the Board are divided over the is-
sue of taking up family planning
and education to curb the Muslim
growth of population.

Terming Maulana Syed Kalbe
Sadiq’s suggestion, that the Board
would take up FP and education is-
sues, as his “personal”’ opinion,
AIMPLB chairman Maulana Syed
Mohammed Rabey Hasan Nadvi’s of-
fice told TOI that both the issues
were outside the Board’s purviews
and there was no proposal from any
quarter to include them in the next
general body meeting in December.

“The Board has nothing to do with
it. It may be the personal view of Dr
Sadiq. The Board has no plan to take
up the issue of family planning dur-
ing its next meeting. However, Dr
Sadiq is free to raise the matter with
the permission of the Board chair-
man,” said Jafrayab Jilani, a Board
member, reacting to Sadiq’s statement
after the release of the census data.

Jilani, who held talks with Board

" family plannin

assistant general secretary Rahim
Qureshi on the issue, claimed that the
AIMPLB was created to protect the
Muslim personal laws, which are cov-
ered under the Shariat Application
Act of 1933, and is not a forum to dis-
cuss family planning, health or edu-
cation. “There are other bodies which
are looking into these things. As per
its constitution, the Board is for pro-
tecting Muslim personal laws,” he
clarified. Significantly; the chairman
has already set the agenda for the
Board’s next meeting in December
and FP and education are not includ-
ed in it. Although a member or office-
bearer can raise the issue with the

g Issue

permission of the chairman, Sadigq
has not submitted any written pro-
posal so far for raising both the issues.

Usually, the Board takes up issues
related to marriage, talaaq, meher,
maintenance, guardianship, wagf,
gift, will and other matters relating to
the Muslim personal laws. During its
last meeting in Kanpur, the issue of
triple talaaq had kicked up a country-
wide debate forcing the Board to work
in the direction of drafting a new ta-
laagnama and educating community
members about the ill-effects of triple
talaaq. In 1975, the Board had to in-
tervene when nasbandi (vasectomy)
was “forced” upon community mem-
bers during the Emergency. “Islam is
not against family planning. There
are no restrictions for Muslims on
family planning methods. Like any
other community, Muslims too adopt
it by choice,” Jilani clarified.

“Tt is nothing but propaganda by
the BJP and the RSS,” Jilani said,
adding that educated Muslims in In-
dia did not have large families. “In
slums and rural areas, even Hindus
and other communities also have
large families. Why blame Muslims
alone?” Jilani asked.

T

THE TINES OF INDIA

15 SEP 2004



~ Al Qaida tape warns

aMUS \Of

Dubai: Two days before tht&t ird an-
niversary of 9/11, Osama bin Laden’s
right-hand man emerged for the first

time in a year to warn Americans of
i “imminent defeat for their armies in
Iraq and Afghanistan”.

With Americans needing no reminder
of their vulnerability to potential ter-
rorist attack, Al Qaida No. 2
Ayman al-Zawahiri was
shown on Al-Jazeera televi-
sion on Thursday night do- ¥.
ingjust that. “Americans will X:
no longer be safe if their gov-
ernment does not stop com-
mitting crimes against Mus-
lims in Iraq, Afghanistan
and Palestine,” said the fugi-
tive Egyptian cleric, shown
on the tape with an assault ri-
fle at his side.

“The American defeat in
Iraq and Afghanistan has
. become just a question of time, God
willing,” he told the world, nearly three
years to the day since the September 11,
{2001, attacks on New York and Wash-
ington. “In the two countries, the
Americans are between two fires: if

THE TIMES OF INDIA

Ayman al-Zawahiri

efeat in Iraq

they remain there, they will bleed to
death, and if they withdraw they will |
have lost everything.” :

Zawahiri said that armed Islamists,
whom he described as Al Qaida’s muja-
hedeen, had foiled US forces in Iraq and
left them hiding in the trenches in
Afghanistan.
The US death toll in Iraq
hit the 1,000 mark earlier
this week as American
troops battle a deadly insur-
gency that has also set its !
sights on taking hostage any
foreigners perceived as col-
laborating with the US-led
forces.

“In Irag, the mujahedeen
foiled the American plan af- :
ter the interim government
showed such weakness,”
said the 53-year-old Za-
wahiri, considered by Wash-
ington to be Al Qaida’s ideologue and ;
main strategist. He claimed that the !
terror network’s mujahedeen were in |
control of “the entire east and south of !
Afghanistan” with the support of the !
people. arp

11 SEP 7004




d4v — ‘Buiquoq eypexer sy
Uy pajii UBW UBISBUOPU;| UE Jo seAleal Buineun

gV % dIV —  WdY} JO dUo Ul
£19A2 40JRD 9M [IUN SISLIOLID) UMOP Juny
[I4 BI[EXISTY 18U} MOUY 0) PIsu SISHOI
-12) 953y I,, :Su1quioq sy3 purgaq 3soy) o}
SuruIem YIe)S B PINSS! Os[e 1oumo( 1IN
-Jururem yons ou paAleoal pey Ady) pres
so1jod ueissuopuy "uoskd wWoIy podly sem
‘nyseqg Ieyed nqv ‘qeAwie[s] Yeewof
jo peoy peSoje 9y} ssopun payoene
2q p[nom EuEyE[ Ul SUOISSIU USI010]
o) Suruream Surquioq Y} 210§3q SIjnUI
Gy 9Fessow 1x0) suoyd SNIqoUI B PIAIIDI
pey sorjod jey) pawrep os[e 9H SNl
-[e1B} SI0W JOU J19Mm JI3Y) Jey) S,
@ seam 11 pres g yoene ayl ul poysuad
Oy SUBISIUOPU] SUIU 3y} 01 Inq pred
Toumo( 1opuexsly IA Iselq s Aep19)sak
jo 9¥Is dy) jo Inoy e Suumnp Suryeadg
' -Kepoj pres Iajsturu ug[oIog
s piensny ‘Anoss AAeoy JO 9sNEOq
mowmmw orom SOAY Inq ‘sBuiquioq feg
oy ut ofdoad zoz PR YoM SIIASP
uey’ nyiomod orowr 9I9M ELIENE[
a1 AsSequud S BIEISTY UO Yoene oy ul
pasn saatsoidxg — 01 1deg ‘VIVIVI

Jjed ue) 9SI0M,

LS

Surquue

dv — Aepoy pres ‘uejuin®)

Leny I ‘a1odeduig 0y 1o

-UOISSIWIIOD Y31y s Anunod
oy} uswuIaAos uelen
-sny 9y} 0) UIddUod JeaId
Jo s1 Surg-[Pm syreqez
-I[d,, ‘1oquialdag | uo usz
- e Junooaq 1aye uod
-ssed uelenSNY MoU I3y
dn yoid 01 Assequs oy) 01
Sugpeay ussq pey PIIYd Y3
‘pa1Ind00 Iseiq Y3 Uy M
"pappe oY Y31y
aunb,, a1om AI9A0031 ([N
JO SdUBYD IS9H,, ‘eMENef
wWOJJ 19y Pa1endeAd 1ey} Au

-edwod ay) ‘[eUOnBUIAIU]
SOS Yam 1030211p [edIpawt
B ‘UBUI9Y UeA SI[IRYyD
I pres . ‘ssousnoldsuod
JO 1IN0 pue Ul U33q Sey ays
se Amfur peay juedyudis
€ pauleIsns ays a3 joojf

- $20p 1[,, ‘saunfur pesay 13y

JO JuS)Xd 9Y) SSISSB pue
s2091d 1ofewIs JOJ NOOUD
pmosm £dy3 pue ‘eyeyef
Suiaeo 9I0J9q uswopge
Iy wWoij PpoAOWSI 1ou
-deiys jo saoord 931e] omy
pey 1413 oy} pies s10300(Q
“191y3nep SIy s

aq o0} alodedui§ 01 mapy
‘URULION PIAR(] IJA 1901]JO
sorjod AoupAg ‘1ayiey IoH
‘uoiso[dxs sAepisisak ul
pal sidoad sumu a1y Suo
-We sem ‘nemelewIny] eaq

BURIN P[O-1eak-LT ‘Idyjowm

uelsouopuy S NSO uwiq
-ueq epEnue Yiaqezlldf
Juawieay) Isiernads 10y
Kepoy a1ode8ulS Ul poaLLe
BISQUOPU] Ul ASsequud SAI3
-unod 13y dpisyno Juiquioq
sy ut pamfur Aresnno g
Uelfen)sny P[O-IBIL-0A V
— 0T oS ‘GIOJVONIS

jeudsoy ul pjyo ‘pajiy 1dY10N

d4v — Aepu4 uo siodeBuig ul jeydsoH Weqezi3 JUNOW 18 SeAuse

g

‘UoISO|dxe BlENEl 8} Ul PSPUNOM SBM OUM t_m ueljelisny pio-Jeak-any € ‘NS ejenue yieqezyg

Ty
Y

2( s

-

'suiquioq 1[eg ay)
ur sjoodsns’ Jo jsa1re o)
01 pol 1ey) das Aoy & —
sired B0 19430 pue SISSBYD
J[OIYSA B PIIGA0IDI 9ABY
sorjod pres 9H ‘ueAuIW
nsjeyle(] U313 v sem
soeIIE 9Y) UI Pasn JOIYIA
oY) pres 10130 3dr0d

10TUdS ' “QIIYMUBIN
‘peap ay3 Suowe
2I9M  sIaquwoq 9pIdIns

om] 19yioym Funedusaaul
2Iam pue Surquioq Jed Ay
PUIYQq 2I9M SISQUIOG P10
-ms om] 30adsns Aoy pres

dv — sioadsns

au) Aq yluow ise| pajus)
Jodiie [euoneussiul ayj Jesu
asnoy Adwe ue palenodsip
pey pue — dot uipiooN

PpUB UISNH Uiq LByeZY Siayel
quoq ueisfefepy pajoedsns —
yeAiwe|s| Yeews jo siaquusuy
pabajie £a5 omj Joj Bununy
8lem SaflIoYINe pies Jenyoeg
1eQ "uex) Jeryo ejod ueisau
-0pu] — "0} 1deS ‘VLHWIVI

=iy — Jayeu quiog | Asy
B ‘UISNH Uq Veyezy 03 LNVM

® r

oM} 10} r_.,.-_..u_z

Kepoy do1j0d ‘eyreyer ug
* [BISaUOpu] — uon
-eunIojul jo jusungedop —
BISY UWIOISED Ul YeATWR[S|
yeewaf, paudis 1xa1 Iy}
spea1  ‘smolq [nyured Auew
way) [Bap [[m om ‘pagsnes
jou s puewap Ino jI ‘beyy
woyy sdoosy )1 meIpyim o)
JUSWIUISAOS ueIRIISTY 9Y)
SSIADE 9M\,, :PIES JUSWIA)E]S
Y], WYl I0J AI9JoWad
B OjUl J1 ULIOJSURI) [[IM oM
3S[3 10 ATUNOO SWJ} 9AB9|
0] RISOUOPU] Ul SUEIEI)
-SNY ISIADE 9\ SHOBNE JO

SOLISS B JO ISIIJ Y3 SI 3],
‘PAJLIA ATQ)RIpaIUIT
3q 10U P[NOY WIE[ 3Y) JO
Qonuayine oyJ -eueyer
ur _Assequa uernensny
oyl Isure§e qwoq Ied
e ynum uonerado 1fjrew
€ Jno Fulkires ur papsad
-ons I2yjoIlq ulspyefnuw
B pUR " ‘weys] pue pow) jo
SONUIUD JSIOM 2] JO JUO
‘erjensny Yim sjunoodde
9[113s O} paploap M.,
:Buifes Juowrajess e pajysod
‘WO IBqQUIW-OTWR[ST MMM

‘9)Is gom Olwes] Uy
'SyoelIe JAYINY
Jo pauxem pue ajdoad aumu
15B9] 1B PI[IIY IBY} BIIENE[
ul  Assequio  UB[[ERIISNY
oy} SpISINO Joele qUIOq
Iy oy 103 ANpiqisuodsal
powre]d YeAtwre[s] Yeewar
dnoi3  payuy-epieD-v
oy, — 0T 1des ‘Ivdana

wiep yeewo(

11 Sgp oM

“SMAN

»
e
< e

THE =5y,



£ oA

7
, %9 40

TAAERE, b CROBER:
e Mt v whee
UE T A e
Waﬁ%ﬁﬁ”ﬁ"qmﬁm
qu%‘&m
FRATE 90 T &0 QR
el T W R o
el e T

ofeRM ¢ bl
e et aftwt PR
B}?}‘ﬁﬁ¥ C’Q y .
GT5 ¢ wim wi i wme
o Wi i cey e
T 4
siom wift geTref
B AR O W A 0
Mﬂwmwmmmm
TR A 4 G PO
\s&qmmi’“ﬁ? :
B ot ' e
Fifeaft ol e crem
mmmﬁ”mm bl
3w WP e
VLR ew WIE ol
crafEds oo -
QI vy R o 9h
s wa o e wm) o o
@mmwwmﬂm
aEe o) ‘

T 9% uw W |

T gy N

o v, s |

e T o : Fm' }
iy Pifacz -
I L — BB

ANAD A BAZAR py TRIKA

THAW, o W@m;
aANE wE W,

10 SEP 2004



“The

The Prophet interpret

ove

4 — A
9!‘)e,d jihad a?%ﬁraarﬂy a stru@%lg\ with oneself, a

war within. Yet its meaning is being monstrously d

storted by Islamic

movements. There is a need to find an Islamic alternative to Al Qaeda

W KAMAL DAVAR

V'IW O MUCH of the so-called
civilised world, the second
largest and the fastest growing

religion in the world—Islam—unfor-
tunately gets bracketed with terror
thanks to the Osama bin Ladens, Al-
Zawahiris, Al-Zahars, Syed Nasarul-
lahs. It is argued with some conviction
that the growth of terror is directly
proportional to the increasing pres-
ence of Islamic fundamentalists in
certain regions of the world. The
once venerable ‘madarsa’ is being in-
creasingly referred to as the ‘jihad fac-
tory’. The very word jihad’ conjures
upin the Westvisions of a holy war.

Westerners are not the only peo-
ple who misconstrue the idea of ji-
had. Muslim fundamentalists and
militant Islamic movements have dis-
torted its profound meaning of ‘an
inner struggle to be a good and de-
vout Muslim’. The greater jihad as
enunciated and interpreted by the
Prophet Mohammad is firstly inward
seeking and primarily involves the ef-
fort of each Muslim to become a bet-
ter human being.

However, it may be noted that Is-
lam sanctions rebellion against an un-
just ruler and this is the lesser jihad.
Today’s Islamic Jihadi movements—
from the Taliban in Afghanistan, to
the Hizbul Mujahideen, Lashkar-e-
Toiba and the Jaish-e-Mohammad in
Pakistan, from the Hezbollah in
Lebanon to the Hamas in Israel to
the extremists in Indonesia and the

After the Beslan horror: Nowhere in any Muslim writings is the killing of
innocent non-Muslims, men, women, kids or fellow Muslims sanctioned

Moros in Philippines, the IMU and
HUT in Central Asia and, above all,
the Al Qaeda worldwide—have con-
veniently ignored the greater jihad as
advocated by the Prophet and man-

aged to thrust the lesser jihad down

the throats of many innocent Mus-
lims as political and social gospel. Yet,
nowhere in any Muslim writings, the
killings of innocent non-Muslims,
men, women, children or fellow Mus-

'NDIAN EXPRESS

lims sanctioned.

The sole superpower, the US,
notwithstanding being the most
threatened, must understand that
nothing is more self-defeating for a
“hyperpower” than the temptation of
unilateralism. The UN has to take on
the leadership of the global war on
terror by evolving a multi-faceted and
all-embracing grand strategy that syn-
thesises the views of all its member

g SEP 2004

countries besides synergising their re-

Sources. O

- The ultimate solution to Islamic
terrorism lies within the faith of Islam
itself. The Holy Quran places far
more emphasis on love, mercy,
equality, justice, peace and compas-
sion than the few and much-quoted
verses on the call for jihad against infi-
dels. Muslim seats of learning like the
Al Azhar in Cairo, the Grand

“Muslim regimes 1iced all the éncour-

agement, both political and eco-:
nomic; to getintothe mainstream.
Another aspect that requires far
more honing and cooperation is a
much greater degree of willing infor-
mation-sharing among governments.
The global reach of terrorist infra-
structure necessitates genuine coop-
erdtion, ingenuity and creative ap-
proaches in information-sharing

Mosque in Mecca, Aligarh Muslim  amongboth non-Muslim and Muslim
University in India governments.

and other well-re- There are many
spected institutions Th e Q uran Arab and other Is-
of Muslim learning lamic  countries
and madarsas all Places far more who have effective
over the Muslim ST FEIIERN) love, intelligence ‘at the
and Muslim coun- . assroots level but
tries must be en- [l E equa“ty and flf)not share it with
couraged by the PNGEISRGENRGEREN their Western coun-

world community

and much-quoted

terparts, perceiving

and enlightened ittobe anti-Islamic,
Muslim dclerics to REEECCRURUER: If Sudan and Syria
preach and impart i ' 3 could share intelli-
the true interpreta- for. ] ihad aga.mSt gence with the US
tion of the word of infidels. Muslim after 9/11, coopera-
Ul aCELtL N seats of learning tion in this vital field
the perverse inter- " ispossible.
pretations of the like AMU must be The mention of
Terror Masters. encouraged to the Islamic ‘um-
Indian Muslims mah’ creates some
practise a tolerant Preach the_true discomfort in non-
and pluralisticform UUCHUGACITORI R Muslim  minds.

of Islam and fully
subscribe to India’s
secular and democ-
ratic polity. There is no contradiction
inbeing a devout Muslim and also be-
ing modermn. Muslim countries like
Turkey, Indonesia, Malaysia are good
examples of developing Islamic soci-
eties, with even a theocratic state like
Iran opening up to modernity with-
out renouncing Islamic values. How-
ever, many Muslim nations in the
Middle East, Africa and Central Asia
do require potent doses of democ-
racy and reforms and the global com-
munity has also to look in that direc-
tion. The world over, moderate

Prophet’s word

The Organisation
of Islamic Coun-
' tries (OIC) must
assert itself not only as an Islamicen-
tity but as avoice of sanity and reason
the world over. The OIC must thus
symbolise modern Islam. It is indeed
paradorxical that a country like India,
which is home to the second largest
number of Muslims in the world, is
not represented in this community of
nations. Such dichotomies need to
be addressed by the OIC.

Lt Gen Kamal Davar recently retired
as the first chief of Defence Intelligence
Agency. These are his personal views

_ e



Militants seek fatwa on
Iraq forelgners’ kidnap

Associated Press
Baghdad, September 5

AN IRAQI militant group
appealed on Sunday to an
influential Sunni Muslim
organisation for an edict
on whether the kidnapping
of foreigners who work for
occupation forces is ac-
ceptable under Islam.

The appeal came in a
video aired on the Dubai-
based Al-Arabiya satellite
channel, which showed a
masked man reading a
statement seeking a “fat-
wa” from the Association
of Muslim Scholars.

“We are confident that
all the Islamic resistance
in Iraq will abide it if it
was in the interest of Is-
lam, Jehad and Iraq,” said
the man, who identified
himself only as a member
of Holders of the Black
Banners.

The group recently kid-
napped seven truck driv-
ers, demanding their em-
ployer stop working in
Iraq. The drivers were re-
leased after weeks in cap-
tivity. The Association of
Muslim Scholars had no
immediate comment.

Militants waging a 16-
month insurgency have in-
creasingly turned to kid-
napping to force coalition
forces and contractors
from the country. More
than 100 foreigners have
been abducted since the
US-led invasion of Iraq in
March 2002 and many have
been executed.

On Sunday the body of
an Egyptian man was dis-
covered in northern Iraq.

Iragi National Guard
Maj. Gen. Anwar Mo-
hammed Amin said the
body was found near Beiji,

Y

AFP

A file picture shows former Iraqi President Saddam Hussein
with |zzat Ibrahim al-Douri in Baghdad.

150 miles north of Bagh-
dad. The man’s hands were
bound with a rope and it
appeared he had been beat-
en. Amin said identifica-
tion found on the body
showed the man was an
Egyptian citizen.

Officials at the Egyptian
Embassy in Baghdad said
they had no immediate in-
formation about the body
found near Beiji.

On Saturday, militants
threatened to behead a
Turkish truck driver if his
employers and a Kuwaiti
contractor did not leave
Iraq within 48 hours.

And France's foreign
minister, Michel Barnier,
returned home from the
Middle East without win-
ning the release of two
French journalists held
hostage since mid-August.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

Tall Afar fighting

Vioclence also flared in
northern Iraq as US troops
and insurgents fought in
Tall Afar, which the mili-
tary claims serves as a way
station for militants slip-
ping into Irag from Syria.

Fighting erupted after
gunmen fired on a US army
convoy outside the town, 60
km west of Mosul, said po-
lice lieutenant Ghaith Mo-
hammed Al-Obeidi.

US soldiers and Iraqi na-
tional guardsmen poured
into Tall Afar and clashes
broke out lasting for about
two hours before the US and
Iraqi forces withdrew. Thir-
teen Iragis were killed and
53 injured on Saturday
when a US army battalion,
backed by Iragi national
guardsmen, launched an of-
fensive in Tall Afar.

Former Saddam
deputy arrested

Associated Press
Baghdad, September 5

SADDAM HUSSEIN'S for-
mer second-in-command, [z-
zat Ibrahim al-Douri, was
arrested in northern Iragq,
an Iraqi Defence Ministry
spokesman told al-Hurra tel-
evision today.

US Maj. Neil O’Brien of
the Tikrit-based 1st Infranty
Division, however, said he
could not confirm the report.
A US Embassy spokesman in
Baghdad also said he had no
information about an arrest.

Defence Ministry spok-
esman Saleh Sarhan said al-
Douri was captured while in
a clinic where he was receiv-
ing medical treatment.

“There was a major opera-
tion around Tikrit and al-
Dour and American forces
supported by Iraqi civil de-
fence corps members were
able to capture Izzat al-
Douri,” he told the station in
a live telephone interview.

Sarhan said al-Douri was
now in the hands of the
Americans. Ahmed Hadi, a
spokesman for the minister
of state for provincial af-
fairs, said officials were do-
ing DNA testing to confirm
his identity.

“To be sure that he is [zzat
al-Douri, a sample of his
blood has been taken,” he
said. “It will be examined so
that it could be confirmed
that he is Izzat al-Douri.”

Hadi said the man was ar-
rested during a raid by US
forces and Iraqi National
Guard in Tikrit and the
eas around it. e

~
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Putin sees Chechen links to Al- Qaeda

By Vladimir Radyuhin\ CQ

MOSCOW, AUG. 31. Russia’s Presi-
dent, Vladimir Putin, said the
bombing of two Russian airlin-
ers last week proved a link be-
tween Chechen terrorists and
Al-Qaeda.

“The fact that an internation-

- al terrorist organisation linked
i to Al-Qaeda took responsibility

for blowing up the two planes
shows once again the connec-
tion between destructive ele-
ments in Chechnya and
international terrorism,” Mr.
Putin told reporters. He was
speaking after tripartite talks
with the/Fench President, Jac-

ques Chlraﬂ and the German
Chancellor, Gerhard Schroeder,
in the Black Sea resort of Sochi.

Investigators found traces of
explosives in the wreckage of
both planes, and voiced suspi-
cion that two female Chechen
suicide bombers — one on each
aircraft — had brought down
the planes, killing 90 persons.
Last week, an Al-Qaeda linked
group called “Istambouli Bri-
gades” claimed responsibility
for downing the Russian planes.

‘Joint effort needed’

Flanked by the leaders of
France and Germany, Mr. Putin
today reiterated the importance

THE HINDU

of ]omt efforts for ﬁgztmg in-
ternational terrorism.

“The latest events in the
world, in Russia, in Iraq — the
problems our French partners
have encountered — demon-
strate the danger of internation-
al terrorism for all the countries
of the world,” he said at the
press conference in Sochi. “We
need joint efforts for dealing
with the threat.”

He said Russia would contin-
ue to combat rebels in Chech-
nya, and his Government was
prepared “to continue dialogue
with any forces interested in a
political solution in Chechnya.”
On Sunday, Chechens elected a

Kremlin loyalist as their Presi-
dent in snap elections called af-
ter the previous President was
killed by a bomb blast in May.
Solidarity

The French President, Mr.
0Chirac, voiced support for Mr.
Putin’s policy on Chechnya. “A
political solution is necessary
and this is what Russia wants
but a political solution has a
limit,” Mr. Chirac said at the
news conference following talks
with Mr. Putin. “It is a limit that

that no-one-an seriously con-
test ... the‘territorial unity of the
Russjan Federation.”
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French™
Muslims
plead for

release

Paris, Aug. 29 (Reuters):
France’s government and
leaders of its Muslim minori-
ty urged Iragi militants today
to free two French journalists
they were holding hostage ina
bid to force Paris to revoke its
ban on Muslim headscarves in
schools.

The appeal came as Paris
held a series of emergency
meetings to consult cabinet
ministers and parliamentari-
ans about the demand by the
Islamic Army in Iraq holding
journalists Christian Chesnot
and Georges Malbrunot,

The militant group, which
the Arabic television station
al Jazeera last Thursday re-
ported had killed Italian jour-
nalist Enzo Baldoni, has given
Paris 48 hours to rescind the
ban due to apply from the start
of state schools on Thursday.

“We want everyone to
know that secularism in our
country does not divide the
French but unites them,” inte-
rior minister Dominique de
Villepin said, flanked by Mus-
lim leaders. “French people of
all origins and all religions are
united in support of our com-
patriots Christian Chesnot
and Georges Malbrunot,” he
said. “Together, we ask for
their release.”

French Muslim leaders re-
acted nervously to the news
and denied there was any link
between the two issues.

4

“The French Muslim com-
munity is absolutely inno-
cent,” said Dalil Boubakeur,
head of the French Council of
the Muslim Faith. “I beg that
there not be any confusion be-
tween the French Muslim
community and this odious
blackmail.”

Lhaj Thami Breze, head of
the Union of French Islamic
Organisations (UOIF) which
has urged schoolgirls to defy
the ban, said the headscarf
issue was strictly a French af-
fair. “We cannot accept any
outside interference,” he said.

France passed the law ban-
ning conspicuous signs of
faith in state schools last
March in reaction to the grow-

THE |1
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French Committee of the Muslim Faith member Fatiha
with interior minister Dominique de Villepin to

LEGRA PH ¢

ing influence of Islamist ac-
tivists among its five million
Muslims and mounting ten-
sions between Muslim and
Jewish youths in schools.

Criticised abroad as a vio-
lation of religious freedom, it
won a boost in June when the
European Court of Human
Rights ruled in a case from
Turkey that banning head-
scarves did not abuse human
rights and was valid to fight
fundamentalism.

Prime Minister Jean-
Pierre Raffarin met interior
minister Villepin, foreign
minister Michel Barnier and
culture minister Renaud
Donnedieu de Vabres early
today for a first review of the

Ajbli (right) speaks to the press following the committee’s meeting
discuss the kidnapping of French journalists Christian Chesnot
and Georges Malbrunot (Reuters picture on the left) in Iraq. (AFP)

situation.

He was due to meet Presi-
dent Jacques Chirac later
today “for a working meeting
on the situation of the two
French journalists,” presiden-
tial spokeswoman Catherine
Colonna said. Raffarin was
also due to meet education
minister Francois Fillon and
defence minister Michele Al-
liot-Marie as well as the speak-
ers of the National Assembly
and the Senate.

Chesnot worked for Radio
France International (RFI)
and Malbrunot for the dailies
Le Figaro and Ouest France.
They disappeared en route
from Baghdad to Najaf on Au-
gust 20, the day after Baldoni

iy, NNk

was taken hostage.

RFI vice president Alain
Menargues sought a ray of
hope in the fact the militants’
communique did not threaten
to kill the two journalists.

“When you read the text in
Arabic, it’s very clear — ‘we
give France 48 hours to re-
spond to this communique’,”
he told France 2 television.
“We don’t consider this an ul-
timatum. We're hanging on to
this hope.”

The Paris-based media
watchdog Reporters Without
Borders appealed to Iraq’s
Shia leader Ayatollah Ali al-
Sistani and Sunni religious
leaders to help free the jour-
nalists.

Kidnap

Veil venom hits
France in Iraq

Dubai, Ang. 29 (Reuters): An
Iraqi militant group has kid-
napped two French journal-
ists and given the French gov-
ernment 48 hours to end its
ban on Muslim headscarves in
school, Arabic television sta-
tion Al Jazeera said yesterday.

Jazeera identified the
hostages as reporters George
Malbrunot and Christian Che-
snot. Last week, the French
foreign ministry said the two
men had gone missing in Iraq.

The channe] aired a brief
video showing what it said
were the two journalists
standing in front of a black
banner bearing the name of
the Islamic Army in Irag. One
man told the camera: “I would
like to tell my family that
everything is OK”.

Malbrunot worked for Le
Figaro and Ouest France news-
papers and Chesnot for Radio
France International. They
were declared missing on the
day Italy said freelance jour-
nalist Enzo Baldoni was also
missing and his driver had
been reportedly Kkilled.

Jean-Louis Validire, edi-
tor-in-chief of Le Figaro’s for-
eign service, said Malbrunot
and Chesnot were last spotted
in Baghdad on August 20 and
were probably preparing to go
to the Iraqi city of Najaf
where US troops battled an in-
surgency.

Baldoni was ambushed
along the Baghdad-Najaf road
and taken hostage by the Is-
lamic Army in Irag. On Thurs-
day, Al Jazeera reported the

group killed him because Italy
refused to heed a deadline to
withdraw troops from Iragq,

The Al Jazeera announcer
said the Islamic Army in Iraq
issued an ultimatum to
France to abandon its “unfair
and aggressive” ban on Mus-
lim headscarves in state
schools within 48 hours. It did
not say whether the group
threatened to kill its captives if
France did not comply.

RFI vice president Alain
Menargues told LCI television
it was a great relief to see the
two reporters alive, but know-
ing their situation made wait-
ing for news hard to bear.

“I'm thinking of my Italian
colleague, I'm thinking of
these two Frenchmen and I
say to myself maybe there is
still hope. So let’s hang on to
that hope,” he said.

The French foreign min-
istry confirmed it had heard
the news about the two jour-
nalists broadcast on Al
Jazeera and said its embassy
in Baghdad was ready to act.

“More than ever before, the
French embassy in Baghdad,
as the other French authori-
ties, are mobilised for action,”
a French foreign ministry
spokesperson said. “Once
again, we call for the freeing of
the two French journalists.”

France is home to five mil-
lion Muslims, the largest Mus-
lim population in Europe. Its
law banning Muslim head-
scarves in state schools passed
its final parliamentary hurdle
in March.



RUSSIAN CRASHES / MORE ATTACKS WARNED

}ombers linked
" to Al-Qaeda

By Vladlmu' Radyuhin

Moscow, AUG. 28. The leader of
an Islamist group that claimed
responsibility for the bombing
of two Russian airliners on
Tuesday had long been based in
Pakistan before moving to
Chechnya, a Russian daily
reported.

The Al-Qaeda-linked militant
group, “the Islambouli Brigag-
es” on Friday said it had blown
up the two Russian passenger
airplanes to avenge the killing of
Muslim Chechens. Russian in-
vestigators found traces of ex-
plosive in the wreckage of both
planes and named two Chechen
women passengers who are sus-
pected of blowing up the
aircraft.

First blow

“Our Mujahideen, with God’s
grace, succeeded in directing
the first blow which will be foli-
lowed by a series of other oper-
ations in a wave to extend
support and victory to our Mus-

lim brothers in Chechnya and
other Muslim areas which suffer
from Russian faithlessness,” the
statement said.

The same group claimed re-
sponsibility for last month’s at-
tempt to assassinate Pakistan’s
Prime Minister-designate,
Shaukat Aziz. At that time the
group explicitly said that it was
an  “organisation of the
Al-Qaeda.”

A Russian business newspa-
per said today “the Islambouli
Brigades” was lead by Mo-
hammed Islambouli, younger
brother of Lt. Khaled Islambou-
1i, leader of the group of soldiers
who assassinated the Egyptian
President, Anwar Sadat, during
a military parade in Cairo in
1981. Lt. Khaled Islambouli was
tried and executed in 1982.

From 1983 to 2001 Mo-
hammed Istambouli lived in Pa-
kistan’s Peshawar, where he
headed a recruiting and training
outfit of Osama Bin Laden’s
Maktab al Hidmat (MAH).
When the Al-Qaeda was estab-

lished in 1988 Islambouli be-
came one of its leaders and
closely interacted with Osama’s
military commander, Muham-
mad al-Zawabhiri, the Kommer-
sant daily said. Islambouli also
fought against Russian forces in
Afghanistan. In 2001 he moved
his base to Jalalabad in Afghan-
istan where he trained Egyptian
militants who fought U.S. forces
when they moved against the
Taliban in the aftermath of
11/9. The daily cited intelli-
gence information that Islabou-
li was captured by US.
commandos in December 2001,
but for some reason was re-
leased. At the end of December,
2001, Arab sources said Islam-
bouli was a field commander in
Chechnya and canvassed for fi-
nancial aid in Europe in return
for sending Chechen militants
to West Asia. His name was
found in a list of members of a
rebel group found on the field
commander Oibek Rakhimov
who was killed in Chechnya on
January 16, 2002.



Moderate voices in Islam

By Hasan Suroor

T IS perhaps too early to start

celebrating but two new — and

controversial — books on Islam

have raised hopes that the long-
awaited debate in the Muslim com-
munity over reforms may have be-
gun, at last. One is by a United
Kingdom-based Pakistani scholar
who is also a practising Muslim with
solid grounding in Islamic theology;
and the other by a Canadian Muslim
woman broadcaster who calls herself
a “Muslim refusenik,” someone who
refuses to “join an army of automa-
tons in the name of Allah.”

Both Ziauddin Sardar (Desperately
Seeking Paradise: Journeys of a Scep-
tical Muslim) and Irshad Maniji (The
Trouble with Islam) write from the
“inside” and bioth are heavily critical
of Islam and their Muslim brethren.
Though they approach the issues dif-
ferently, the conclusions that they re-
ach are the same: without urgent
reforms in the Islamic world and a
radical change in the way Muslims
perceive themselves and their reli-
gion in the modern world, the com-
munity is doomed.

Mr. Sardar is a devout believer,
and has studied Islam closely —
seeking answers to questions which
the “establishment Islam” pretends
do not exist. He has worked exten-
sively with Islamic groups in Britain
and the Muslim world — an experi-
ence which left him profoundly dis-
turbed, and worried that Islam was in
the danger of being hijacked by right-
wing preachers and- “leaders” en-
gaged in promoting ignorance and
blind faith. His critique is steeped in
deep scholarship and the questions
he raises are at the heart of what has
gone wrong with Islam.

I am deliberately harping on Mr.
Sardar’s Islamic credentials to em-
phasise that, given his background,
what he says cannot be dismissed as
simply another Islamophobic rant.
His analysis will not make pleasant
reading to those who believe that Is-
lam has all the answers, and anyone
who calls for a debate or reform is
anti-Islam, if not plain kafir. He says
he found such people “repugnant.”
“Islam, for them, was an ideology
that allowed for no imperfections, no
deviation, and, in the final analysis,
no humanity}is is why I found so

A commupnity freed from the constant preséure

of having to justify and explain itself is
likely to feel more confident to take

a harder look at itself. \
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many of them so repugk\ant.”
Ms. Manji, on the other hand,

comes from a very different back-
ground and fits in more with the idea
of an “average” Muslim — someone
who happens to be a Muslim and
sees it more as a cultural baggage.
She is interested in Islam in terms of
how it affects her personal freedoms
rather than in its spiritual aspects. To
her what is important is how her faith
affects her in her daily life, especially
in relation to the individual freedoms
that her Western peers enjoy.

As a host of Queer Television, a TV
and internet series about gays and
lesbians, she was apparently bom-
barded with hate mail from both
Christian and Muslim “fundamental-
ists.” What bothered her was that
while among Toronto’s Christians
there were also those who wrote to
present the liberal viewpoint on the
subject, no Muslim ever came for-
ward with anything resembling a lib-
eral perspective. “Any time I aired
anti-gay comments from Bible-citing
Christians, other Christians would be
sure to follow up with rival, tolerant
interpretations. That never hap-
pened, when Muslims bawled me
out,” she writes.

Like Mr. Sardar, she also under-
lines the “rigidity” of Islam. But while
he blames the mullahs for turning Is-
lam into an inflexible, almost intoler-
ant, set of beliefs and practices, Ms.
Manji finds fault with Islam itself —
an argument which misses the his-
torical context of Islam, ironically,
much the same way as the religious
Right fails or refuses to recognise the
social and cultural specificity of
many of Islam’s teachings.

But this is not intended to be a
review, and the reason 1 have
brought up these two bogks is to re-
fute theories about an alleged “con-
spiracy” of silence among Muslims to
protect Islam from any criticism. Of
course, you can argue that two books
do not add up to a debate but, ac-

Ve
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cording to those who move in in-
formed Muslim circles, there is a real
“chatter” going on —and the debate
is taking place at different levels. “It
is happening on the campuses, in lo-
cal newspapers and journals, in com-
munity centres, among women’s
groups and round the dinner table,”
says a London-based Left-wing Pa-
kistani commentator.

Arguably, it has not taken the form
of organised public debate, and the
voices are not as many or as loud and
outspoken as they should be. As Mr.
Sardar and Ms. Manji repeatedly
stress, an overwhelming majority of
the global Muslim community re-
mains cut off from the world of mod-
ern ideas, stuck in a time-warp and
refusing to engage in the big issues of
the day such as democracy, women’s
rights, personal freedoms or alterna-
tive lifestyles.

Yet one can sense signs of restless-
ness and there is an increasing ac-
knowledgement that Islam and its
followers have reached a fork in the
road: if they do not abandon their
present course, they will end up in a
cul-de-sac of their own making. The
belated but growing intervention of
liberal Muslims is significant. Until
as recently as a decade ago, the liber-
al Muslim could not give a damn to
“Muslim issues.” Indeed, a liberal
Muslim was seen as a contradiction
in terms: you were either a Muslim or
a liberal. You could not possibly be
both. As much as the rest of the com-
munity saw the liberal Muslim intel-
ligentsia as something outside the
pale, such Muslims, too, regarded
themselves as a “secular” elite, with
little interest in “sectional” Muslim
issues.

But events in the 1990s brought
about a profound change in their at-
titude. In India, the rise of right-wing
Hindu nationalism and, in the West,
attempts to whip up Islamophobia
by portraying Islam as the new “ene-
my” after the decline of Communism
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led to an aggressive assertion of Mus-
ligr’ identity across the board. And
iberal Muslims, who had remained
aloof, were provoked to speak up,
prompted on the one hand by a con-
cern that a great civilisation and faith
was in danger of being hijacked by
religious extremists; and, on the oth-
er, by the fear that if they did not
intervene to halt the slide they too
would be dragged down by such
forces. In the words of Mirza Ghalib,

they were concerned: “Hum to doo-

benge sanam, tum ko bhi le dooben-
gein” (we are going to drown anyway,
but we will take you also with us).

In the wake of 9/11, more and
more Muslims have spoken up argu-
ing for reform in the Muslim world
but in the media and political circles
— not to mention the pubs and play-
grounds — it is the fanatic fringe that
is still seen as the true representa-
tives of Muslims. Invariably, what we
hear on TV and read, even in “qual-
ity” broadsheets, are sensational
views while moderate voices are rele-
gated to the graveyard slot.

For the debate in the Muslim com-
munity to move forward, it is impor-
tant that the media project the
alternative Muslim/Islamic view-
point more aggressively in order to
change the perception that all Mus-
lims are extremists. Once the moder-
ate face of the community comes
into public view it is likely to have a
knock-on effect on anti-Muslim prej-
udices leading, hopefully, to Muslims
shedding their siege mentality.

A community, freed from the con-
stant pressure of having to justify and
explain itself, is likely to feel more
relaxed and confident to take a har-
der look at itself. In the present cli-
mate which one British
commentator has likened to the Cold
War, when you were either with
Americans or “in bed with the Reds,”
pro-reform Muslims have been re-
luctant to speak up fearing that they
might be accused of sleeping with
the “enemy.” The fact that they have
broken their silence must be wel-
comed but any attempt to approach
their criticism in a way that might pit
them against their own community
or to seize it to push other agendas
can only harm the cause of a debate,
which has barely begun.



“Mortar barrage in Iraq

ills 27
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Kufa (Iraq): A mortar barrage hit
the main mosque in the Iraqi city
of Kufa on Thursday, killing 27
people and wounding 63 others as
they prepared to march on the vi-
olence-wrecked city of Najaf, hos-
pital officials and witnesses said.

Hours after the attack, unidenti- §

fied gunmen opened fire on thou-
sands of Shiite Muslim marchers

heading to Najaf, killing at least §

one, witnesses said. Thousands of
people were crowded around
Kufa’s golden-domed mosque at
the time and ambulances raced to
the scene to take scores of wound-
ed to a nearby hospital. Dead bod-
ies lay around the mosque com-
pound, a stronghold of followers of
radical Shiite cleric Mugtada al-
Sadr, witnesses said.

Hussam al-husseini, an al-Sadr
aide, said one mortar shell hit the
mosque compound itself and two
others hit near the mosque gates.
Others said there were only two
explosions.Shrapnel from the ex-
plosions tore small chunks out of
walls and the pavement, but there
appeared to be no serious struc-
tural damage to the compound.

Mohammed Abdelkhadum, an
official at al-Furat al-Awsat hospi-
tal in Kufa, said 27 people were

~ killed and 63 injured. The morgue
overflowed with bodies, and more

Mosque In Kuf

h' ite marchers
Attacked 63 Left Injured

than a dozen corpses had to be
stored in the hospital’s garden.

It was unclear who fired the
mortars. US forces have battled
Shiite insurgents loyal to al-Sadr
in neighboring Najaf and sporad-
ically in Kufa for three weeks.

After the attack, thousands of
demonstrators loyal to al-Sadr
marched on nearby Najaf, but
came under fire from a base be-
tween the two cities housing Iraqi
national guardsmen and US
troops, witnesses said.

The marchers scattered when
the gunfire broke out. Casualties
were carried away in private civil-
ian vehicles and ambulances. An
Associated Press reporter on the
scene saw at least one body and
witnesses reported seeing other
casualties.

THE 7ivr < oF INDIA

MPs aim to
impeach Blair

London: Eleven members of
the British parlia-
ment are plan-
ning to table a
motion in the
House of Com-
mons calling for
the impeachment
of Prime Minister Tony Blair
over the way he took the na-
tion into the Irag war.

Led by Adam Price of the
Welsh nationalist Plaid Cymru
party, the MPs allege that Blair
was less than honest when he
insisted that the US-led inva-
sion of Iraq in March 2003 was
needed to halt Saddam Hus-
sein’s pursuit of weapons of
mass destruction. reuters

The day before, gunmen shoot-
ing from the same base killed two
people and wounded five others
who were taking part in what ap-
peared to be a peaceful demon-
stration supporting al-Sadr, ac-
cording to TV footage and hospi-
tal officials. ap /

27 e e



121220 D@ iile] Bllole) Gls kit Suslitlle E%FB&EEEEE&T |Zadle] HRebil> kedis ble Biploliliz  iojRleld) 100N blielo|Ro0 & E%FBM
@ﬁ%%@wg@w@?g@g 12002 i) 520 dulble 224ll)  fleln BlBlelble] blilel(z Bloble [6bIbd  ‘ibBldln b BGIL Bekp ARlbls
%&Ew%&»%ﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁw ‘olol] Ble@ BASIE R [elel(z |QDIRQIL 13D BBe Blb 90k SIGLEI-L) e Bkl bie (BBl (BIo IBG ok
gw@@%ﬁ@ B lole) ol Bedd) Pl 5 kddle Bl Bloh  ldulBle QSlaQkedd aklOb] WU Sllkidlz E@Eﬁﬁ@&ﬂwg
‘it BiG\ 28l 1AM et YIS BiGblxls r@rm&&ﬁ SOlalle Bpdlte Blba QLD %%w@@mg% o6 Sledls) lde [Pl b EAUIM blled
1) SRR BhOM) e bol@be) 25 R& ZUE 26 loa] (@I Qb HeBlddl) gijh Mba  BhOWISHE | lalshe BUOIR 215 1502 & 52 b ‘WBIG Slblk ke Blildh Lk
leblale bllokle o %] bh)jedells Lol B bbay Bl 24 (800 SEelkld @Eaggg bR fddle  BD B ggm%&bﬁ?ﬁw
bonllelb  Eledd  Blielile ikl kel ellolie (@l gl B ) w@@@m.@@ﬁ Budlielle [Sielle Blb b Bl (AEISIE Blls. ok Shollssle Bkl ©b Bielle
122 Mo elellsle Blebla) L (ke 540G\ %?ﬁ@ﬁ%%@&@%@ﬁg aloldle sllia, 1BDIs] Q009 e Blislelle g6 Ew@@w&wﬁ%m i)
b9 & alts bl BiBslisl) SUeib Kolele  15-6) Bl le) 1% leliol llolel® B lhe kIS bk, ‘BB Bl (b blaklz  lobuedd], |gle) klleier Sb Ebllstlmle
Blsadiied 572k |lkials 1% GOR) ERIGE Bl bR Slelk kblkic QML Bbkb Kl Blo VEUIG Lk)-F B &) L6 zhde Bleish [slbldd 2N 1@ lolah
HBley WM, Bleydle] Blisd lls QUEIGUE [b)  ‘DGullsl kil BIBIGRMG Sl e lkls E%@wﬂr.ﬁw Blela i 1 &) el Bliste2-as05) EEE»
122k Bldbisliolle Dirle LoD fle ikl Slbb 1@ loalkIE 1AE) LIBAWIE) blle 1w b wva@ Sitol MOMkD  loke] iejlliaiin lblelle idla elole 2
B | leko @2 & (@l a2 IbBiidlln | S 1B QYA o6 B Bd) k) DGl e Bwle B2 9%l
Mbe Mt kD Me Hell AQ HD DAL Elegh bllelid KRB 0T bl H@P%umﬁ Qa 1210 @ Bigllzlin sl

\@lie) Ie]liokez bok] &zﬂ\ﬁ. Blslie Slislel 2

VT TRk A

Ah’ﬂ‘!"\lr LI




(aida runs

QP
secret travel b
service: probe

Washington: The Al Qaida
runs a clandestine travel
service, possibly partnered
with human smugglers south
of the US border, to move its
terrorists around the world,
according to results of new
report by The National Com-
mission that investigated the
September 11, 2001, terrorist
attacks on the US.

ed law en-
forcement re-
ports suggest-
ing that asso-
ciates ,of Al %N
Qaida used k¥
smugglers in
Latin Ameri-
ca to travel
through the
region in 2002,
before travel-
ling onward
to the United
States,” the
panel said.
The disclosure comes as
several key financial and gov-
ernment institutions in New
York, New Jersey and Wash-
ington, remain on high alert,
following reports that sus-
pected terrorists were casing
the buildings early this year.
The US border patrol has
also begun patrolling the Ari-
zona stretch of the US-Mexico
border using pilotless ‘preda-
tor’ aircraft, where human
smuggling has been rampant
for decades. So far, however,
only one smuggler, Salim
Boughader-Mucharafille, a
Tijuana restaurateur, has

ik [

“There are uncorroborat

been convicted fo}‘helpmg at
least 80 Lebanese nationals to
cross the US-Mexican border
into California since late 1999.

Determined to send its
agents all around the worid, Al
Qaida put a premium on creat-
ing false travel documents and
identity cards, according to
the report. Prior to the 2001 US
invasion of Afghamstan itop-
erated a secret office in the
3 Afghan city of
Kandahar,
headed by Mo-
hammed Atef,
{ the late chief

f Al Qaida’s
military oper-
\ ations, which
specialised in
forging pass-
ports, visas
| and other trav-
el documents.

To have a
steady supply
of identity pa-
pers, Al Qaida required those
coming to fight in Afghanistan
to turn in their passports be-
fore going to the front.

If they were killed, their
documents were recycled for
use by others, investigators
said. After the occupation of
Kandahar, the office moved
to Zormat in Paktia province
and then to Karachi in Pak-
istan. The terror network
also used experienced travel
facilitators, chief among
whom was Abu Zubaydah,
a close Osama Bin Laden as-
sociate captured in Pakistan
in 2002. arp

24 G NNt



Pak folls

ZEESHAN HAIDER q
ISLAMABAD, AUGUST 22

AKISTAN has arrested
up to 10 Al Qaeda sus-
pects, including two
Egyptians, suspected of
planning suicide attacks against
the government and the US em-
bassy, ministers said on Saturday.

Information Minister Sheikh
Rashid Ahmed said the targets in-
cluded the presidency, the military
residence of President Pervez
Musharraf, the US Embassy, the
office of the chief minister of Pun-
jab province, and the National
Convention Centre.

The targets are all in the capi-
tal Islamabad, or its adjoining city
Rawalpindi.

Ahmed said up to six people
had been arrested over a period
of about a week before the
planned attacks on August 13, the
eve of Pakistani Independence
Day. He said the group were
found with rockets, grenades, 1i-
fles and explosives. .

Interior Minister Faisal Saleh
Hayat said “eight to 10” people
were being held and the two Egyp-
tians, Qari Ismail and Sheikh Essa,
were suspected of being “key ele-
ments” of the group.

He said the plots bore the hall-
marks of Osama bin Laden’s Al
Qaeda network. ‘

“We have obtained valuable
information from the foreigners...
we have unearthed a big and sinis-
ter plan,” he said.

“The most dangerous aspect
was that their targets included
army headquarters, the Parlia-
ment building, Prime Minister’s

house and important people,” he

said. “This kind of terrorism can

giorVQaedavaﬂack

9/11 panel

‘report details

Qaeda funding

GREG MILLER
WASHINGTON, AUGUST 22

FINANCIAL support for Al
Qaeda and the size of its operating
budget have plummeted in the
three years since the September

11 attacks, but the network “con-

tinues to fund terrorist operations
with relative ease,” according to
new findings released on Saturday

11 by the commission that investi-

People from Pakistanl tribal areas pray for militants killed by
Pakistan Army during anti-Al Qaeda operations during a gathering

In Peshawar. AP/PT}

only be done by terrorists like Al
Qaeda.”

Ahmed said three or four
more suspects were being sought.

Hayat said the men were
found with “the latest gadgetry
andequipment”. .

He named one of the Palsista-
nisarrested as Farooq Usman and
described former member of Par-
liament Javed Ibrahim Piracha as
a “key element” in the conspiracy.

Piracha is a pro-Taliban hard-
line Muslim who has taken part in
legal moves to defend Al Qaeda
suspects arrested in Pakistan in
the past.

Ahmed said Abdul Rashid
Ghazi, a hardline Islamic cleric
from Islamabad, was also wanted
in the case, but was still at large.
“Our intelligence agencies have
arrested a very dangerous group,”
he said. .

,A'r‘.!ﬂ "

Police have conducted several
raids on mosques and religious
schools in Islamabad in the past
week to try to arrest Ghazi.

The arrests follow a crackdown
launched since the arrest inPak-
istan last month of an al Qaeda
computer expert, Mohammad
Naeem Noor Khan, who has
proved a key source of informa-
tion on the identity of operatives
from the organisation.

Khan’s arrest has led to the de-
tention of more than 60 suspected
militants in Pakistan and revealed
plans for attacks on British and US
targets. But the Information Min-

connected to that of Noor Khan.
Suspected Al Qaeda militants
made two unsuccessful attempts
to kill Musharraf, a key ally of
Washington’s global “war on ter-
ror”,inDecember.  —Reuters

PO e
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gated the strikes.
The report from the panel also

¢ says that the Saudi government pro-

vided lackluster cooperation in the
effortto stanch the flow of money to
Al Qaeda for two years after the at-
tacks, but began to respond more
aggressively after several Al Qaeda
strikes in the kingdom last year.

Al Qaeda’s annual budget ap-
pears to have shrunk from about
$30 million a year before the Sep-
tember 11 attacksto aslittle as a few
million dollars per year now, the
commission reported. Funding for
the terrorist network has shriveled
during that same period, partly be-
cause of the more aggressive stance
by Saudi Arabia, the report said.

But the financial shortfalls
have not caused a commensurate

i decline in Al Qaeda’s capabilities
ister said the latest arrestswere not :

because the attacks it sponsors are
relatively inexpensive, it said.

The commission also released |

a comprehensive account of Al
Qaeda’s exploitation of lax US
border and immigration security.

—LATWP
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TRIPLE TALAQ 4" oy

THE RECENT MEETING of the All-India Muslim
Personal Law Board in Kanpur ended in some-
thing of a whimper. The keen interest in the out-
come of the annual meeting of its executive
committee was fuelled by reports that the
AIMPLB would take the bold decision of calling
for an abolition of triple falag and would adopt a
model nikahnama (marriage contract) with
more equitable and gender-sensitive procedures
governing the process of divorce. As it turned
out, the Board stopped far short of this: the
meeting ended with the tame promise that it
would spread awareness among the Muslim
community about practices such as “triple talag
in one sitting.” Against the backdrop of hope and
expectation, this was a real disappointment.
However, the (albeit thin) silver lining is that the
Board — which has been traditionally unenthu-
siastic when it comes to questions of reforming
Muslim personal law — has, in effect, commit-
ted itself against this regressive practice, where-
by Muslim men may obtain divorce, instantly
and without the consent of their wives, by mere-
ly saying the word talaq thrice.

Over the years, the AIMPLB has been under
pressure to declare that the laws relating to triple
talag must be amended. Such pressure has
come from within (for example, certain reform-
minded members of the Board’s national exec-
utive) and from without (for instance, some pro-
gressive Muslim and non-Muslim women'’s
organisations). At the same time, the Board has
faced countervailing pulls from conservative
Muslim outfits, some of which recently threat-
ened to launch an agitation in case it went ahead
with calling for an abolition of triple talag. Al-
though the AIMPLB has no legal status, it is
widely recognised as the body to deal with on
questions of Muslim personal law. It is true that
the Board has adopted reactionary positions in
the past, most conspicuously when it fiercely op-

(R HINDU

posed the Supreme Court’s historic judgment in
the Shah Bano case, which upheld the right of
divorced Muslim women to claim maintenance
beyond the traditional iddat period (usually
three months). But the influence it wields and
the role it can play in persuading the community
to accept the reform of unequal and discrimi-
natory features of Muslim personal law should |
not be underestimated. Therefore, it would be a
significant step if the AIMPLB, through which at
least some feeble winds of change seem to be
blowing at the moment, were able to press for a
serious reform of Muslim law.

The abolition of triple talag, which has visited
untold suffering on many thousands of Indian
Muslim women, deserves to be uppermost on
any programme of such reform. The practice, .
which is only one of the many forms of divorce |
permissible under Muslim personal law in India,
is not recognised by the Shia sect and, as a num-
ber of scholars of Islamic jurisprudence have
pointed out, does not find sanction anywhere in
the Koran. In fact, it is a distortion of the Koran;
as the Bombay High Court observed many years
ago, the practice may be “good in law” but is
“bad in theology.” Ironically, while triple talag
continues to receive legal recognition in India,
there is either an express or implied restriction
against its practice in a large number of avowedly
Islamic countries, which have periodically re-
formed or modernised their personal laws. The
discriminatory features of Muslim personal law
have an enormous bearing on the social and eco-
nomic well-being of women and it is not surpris-
ing that progressive women’s organisations have
been at the forefront of pressing the AIMPLB, the
Wakf Boards and the Ulema to end this arbitrary
practice. As a resolution of the All India Demo-
cratic Women’s Association pointed out many
years ago, triple talaq is not merely un-Islamic; it
is also “a violation of human rights.”
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Mushm law
board sets
oath hurdle
to divorce "

o
Haidar Naqvi 3/7‘5 A\
Kanpur July 4 3 \\V

THE ALL-INDIA Muslim Per-
sonal Law Board (AIMPLB) —
while rejecting outright any ban
on the “triple talaq” — has intro-
duced a new nikahnama to
reduce the impact of the prac-
tice. The nikahnama comes with
an added note that seeks an
undertaking from both husband
and wife that in case of matri-
monial discord they will go for
a settlement instead of opting
for divorce.

“The added condition allows
the husband and wife to appoint
arbitrators or move to Darul
Quza for settlement,” said Syed
Nizamuddin, general secretary
of the board. “We cannot ban
this practice but only make at-
tempts to discourage it. We are
making some significant process
in this direction.”

The board’s 42-member work-
ing committee met here today for
the first time and discussed sev-
eral issues at length. The contro-
versial issue of banning ‘triple
talaq’ was not on the agenda.

Though the working commit-
tee expressed deep concern over
‘triple talag’ in one sitting — per-
missible under Hanafi law — it
refused to take it up for discus-
sion. “The board represents var-
ious school of thoughts and can-
not take any decision of this sort
without building popular sup-
port among muftis and muj-
tahids,” said AIMPLB spokes-
man, Qasim Rasool Ilyas.

Much of the focus of execu-
tive members was on the estab-
lishment of Darul Quza, for the
settlement of family disputes ac-
cording to Shariat laws. The
meeting decided to establish Da-
rul Quza in Gujarat, Andhra
Pradesh, Uttaranchal, Rajas-
than, Tamil Nadu and Uttar
Pradesh. A delegation is likely to
meet Union Law Minister Han-
sraj Bharadwaj soon to seek le-
gal powers for Darul Quza.

USTANTIMES
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~Goodbye to
‘trlple talaq’ ?
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By Srawan Shukla/TNN

Lucknow: For millions of people
in India today, all that it takes toend
amarriage, or sever a relationship,
break a home and throw lives into
turmoil is for a man to say three
words. ‘Talag, talaq, talaq’. But not
for much longer. In a move that
could mark a big step forward for
- women’s rights, the All-India Mus-

lim Personal Law Board (AIMPLB)
is set to ban this practice from next
month and adopt “phased talaq’.

The board’s move will be in line
with Shariat- g
approved proce-
dure. Many Is-
lamic coun-
tries, including
Pakistan, do
not follow the
‘triple  talaq’
system. Even
within India,
there are con-
flicting schools
of thought
about its validi-
ty. But the sys-
tem has persisted despite protests
by liberals and activists, who have
taken up cases like that of Sheru
and Najma.

The couple has faced social os-
tracism and economic misery in
Bhadrak (Orissa) because they
chose to stay together after Sheru
had said ‘talag, talaq, talag’ in an
- inebriated state. Once sober, he in-
- sisted he had no wish to leave his
. wife, but was forcibly evicted from
¢ his home by a group of villagers.
Such episodes may cease from
next month. The AIMPLB, the high-
est body governing civil law for
Muslims in India, is likely to adopt
aresolution scrapping the ‘triple ta-
laq’ system during the annual meet-
ing of its 41-member working com-
mittee on July 4 at Lucknow’s Nad-
wa College. A new talagnama has
been drafted by board clerics after
discussions for three years. Al-

THE Tihi0

Eyeing The Future

though the draft was approved by
the board at a meeting in Patna in
October 2003, it was awaiting the fi-
nal nod from the working commit- :
tee, the board’s highest decision-
making body. “A final decision will
be taken during the working com-
mittee meeting on July 4,” revealed
a committee member. :

Under the new talagnama, cou-
ples wishing to separate will be giv-
en a minimum of three months to |
reconcile. Muslim women have
also been given equal rights to ap- .
proach the Qazi for separation
from
erring
bands. :

“It’s all be- .
ing done as per
the Shariat. In-
stead of three
talags at one
| 20, couples will
be given three
months to re-
consider their
decision. If
they still insist
on separation,
the Qazi is empowered to formalise
the divorce as per the new talagna-
ma,” explained Zafrayab Jilani, a
Board member. Once the proposal
is approved. the board will print
new talagnama forms in large
numbers in Urdu as well as in the
regional languages and make it
mandatory for all couples to fill
them at the time of marriage.

The board is also recommending
an increase in ‘mehr’, the sum to be
paid by the groom to the bride in
case the marriage is terminated.
Although no upper or lower limits
will be set, parents will be advised
to fix large amounts to discourage
divorces. “It will be a welcome step
in the direction of reforming Mus-
lim society in India. The new talag-
nama will drastically bring down
the number of talaaq cases as no
sensible husband will dare to
breach it,” Jilani said.

hus-

their
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' Lashkar raising Islamist

«,. brigades for Iraq

By Prayeen Swami and
Mohammad Shehzad

NEW DELHI/ISLAMABAD, JUNE 12,
Less than three months after
The Hindu broke the news of
the detention of a top Lashkar-e-
Taiba commander in Iraq, infor-
mation is emerging that the Pa-
kistan-based terrorist
organisation may have set up a
full-blown unit for suicide squad
operations against Western
forces.

Up to 2,000 men, mainly be-
tween the ages of 18 and 25, are
believed to have signed up for
the Lashkar-e-Taiba’s armed
operations in Iraq. Most come
from towns in the Pakistani
province of Punjab, where the
Lashkar-e-Taiba’s overground
political patron organisation,
the Jamaat-ud-Dawa, wields
considerable influence. Most

Lashkar suicide squad volun-
teers come from the ranks of
seminary students at Muridke,
the Jamaat-ud-Dawa’s main
centre. However, some have also
been raised from the Binori
Town seminary in Karachi,
which used to be run by the fun-
damentalist cleric, Mufti Niza-
muddin Shamzai, unti] he was
assassinated.

At arecent meeting, the Lash-
kar-e-Taiba’s overall head, Hafiz
Mohammad Saeed, told follow-
ers that “Islam is in grave dan-
ger, and the Mujahideen are
fighting to keep its glory. They
are fighting the forces of evil in
Iraq in extremely difficult cir-
cumstances. We should send
Mujahideen from Pakistan to
help them.” Dr. Saeed’s com-
ments were made at a private
meeting in the Jamia al-Qudsia
mosque in Lahore late last
month. Sources close to him told

Léshkar—e-Taiba chief Hafiz Mohammad Saeed

The Hindu that the Lashkar
hoped to be able to send at least
some suicide squad members to
Iraq overland through the po-
rous Iran-Pakistan border.

In April, this newspaper re-
ported that a key Lashkar com-
mander, Danish Ahmad, had
been held by allied troops in
Iraq. Mr. Ahmad played a central
role in the organisation’s oper-
ations in Jammu and Kashmir
from at least 1999, operating un-
der the nom de guerre of Abdul
Rehman al-Dakhil. Mr. Ahmad
was first held by British forces in
the southern city of Basra, and
has since been interrogated by
Central Intelligence Agency per-
sonnel. Western intelligence ex-
perts initially dismissed Mr.
Ahmad’s initiative in Iraq as a
one-off enterprise, but the new
information emanating from
Pakistan may force a re-think.

Interestingly, Mr. Ahmad may
have trained many of the men
now being prepared for combat
in Iraq. Islam-ud-Din, a Lashkar
operative arrested in 1999, told
Indian intelligence that Mr. Ah-
mad had trained hundreds of
cadre at the Lashkar's Maskar
Abu Bashir camp in the use of
arms and explosives. In 1999, the
Karachi-based newspaper, The
Dawn, quoted Lashkar spokes-
person Ghulamullah Azad as
saying that Mr. Ahmad had led
“dozens of fresh fighters of our
outfit [who] have reached the
Kargil sector to continue the ji-
had.”

While the Lashkar-e-Taiba
has historically backed sectarian
violence against Pakistan’s Shia
minority, Dr. Saeed attempted
to break with the past at the re-
cent meeting. “America has
failed to divide Shia and Sunni
Muslims despite mastermind-

ing sectarian violence in Pakis-
tan,” he told followers. “America
is now bending over backwards
to foment a Shia-Sunni divide in
Iraq. But we should not forget
that Mugqtada al-Sadr is a hero of
Islam. Forget that he is a Shia. He
is a great Mujahid because he is
fighting the worst devil on earth,
that is, America. It is our reli-
gious duty to support him,” Dr.
Saeed told the gathering.

Dr. Saeed’s tone on events in
Iraq has intrigued observers,
given his historically comfort-
able relationship with the mili-
tary and intelligence
establishments in Pakistan.
“The U.S. and Britain are raping
our mothers and sisters,” the Ja-
maat-ud-Dawa leader said. “In
this situation jihad becomes
mandatory against them. The
Mujahideen are our last hope. If
they are not supported today,
then tomorrow, Islam will be
erased from the map of the
world.” Referring to possible Pa-
kistani troop commitments in
Iraq, Dr. Saeed said that he
would support President Pervez
Musharraf “if he sends troops to

Iraq to fight against the U.S. ard

Britain. If he sends them to sup-
port the U.S., then we will spear-
head a countrywide campaign
against him.”

Despite its venomous polem-
ic against General Musharraf,
and its presence on a Pakistani
Government terrorism watch-
list, the Jamaat-ud-Dawa has
enjoyed considerable freedom
to raise funds and recruit cadre
in recent months. General
Musharraf declared the Lash-
kar-e-Taiba a terrorist outfit on
January 13, 2002 following the
attack on the Indian Parliament
on December 13, 2001. The Ja-
maat-ud-Dawa, however, es-
caped censure by changing its
name, which was earlier the
Markaz Dawa wal'lrshad.

If Dr. Saeed’s claims to have
prepared two brigade-strength
forces for Iraq are true — or even
close to the true scale of recruit-
ment — there could be setious
trouble ahead for the belea-
guered Western forces in Iraq.
His organisation was among the
pioneers in the use of suicide
bombings in Kashmir, which
started in 1999. The Lashkar-e-
Taiba claims to have orchestrat-
ed around 200 suicide attacks
between 1999 and 2002. Al-
though India has been pushing
for greater restrictions on the ac-
tivities of Jihadi groups, Pakis-
tan has been reluctant to go
beyond curbing cross-borderin-
filtration, for fear of provoking a
backlash from the Islamist
Right. .
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/' Musharraf plea to stem

f/{ plu

Islamabad, June 1 (Reuters): A
day after a bomb killed 19 Shias
in Pakistan, President Pervez
Musharraf called on the West
and Muslims to stop civilisation
from falling into an “abyss of
barbarism”.

Musharraf, a key ally of the
US in its war on terror, also
urged reform and restructuring
of the 57-member Organisation
of Islamic Conference (OIC) say-
ing it had become paralysed in
front of present challenges.

“It is imperative that the en-
tire international community
collectively addresses the dan-
gers that tend to push human
civilisation into the abyss of bar-
barism,” Musharraf told a con-
ference of the OIC in Islamabad.

Musharraf, who twice es-
caped attempts on his
life late last year, is a
target of Islamic mili-
tants enraged by his
support to the West
against Islamic mili-
tancy after September
11, 2001 attacks on the
Us.

Lately he has be-
come more forceful in
condemning religious
extremism at home,
only to be answered
with more deadly
bombings and assassi-
nations of religious figures.

In May at least 47 Pakistanis,
most of them Shias, and three
Chinese were Killed and more
than 200 people wounded, in
seven incidents of car bombings,
suicide attacks and ambush.

Musharraf warned Muslims
they had to pull themselves out
of a “pit” or western perceptions
that Islam was a religion promot-
ing extremism would be perpetu-
ated. “We need to infuse life into
this body. OIC needs to be re-
structured, reformed and ener-
gised to meet the challenges of
the 21st century,” he said.

Musharraf called the West,
particularly the US, to quickly
resolve political disputes con-

Musharraf

fronting Muslims to remove per-
ceptions in the Islamic world
that the West was bent upon sub-
jugating them.

“Most of those living under
foreign occupation, be it Pales-
tine, Kashmir or Iraq, are Musl-
ims,” he said. He warned the wo-
rld was headed the wrong way.
“The emerging political contou-
rs donot kindle any hope for enh-
ancing international cooperati-
on for peace and prosperity, for
the rule of law and justice, for
combating poverty and social ev-
ils, or pursuing the path of ac-
commodation and moderation.

Shia protest

Angry Shias clashed with police
during funerals today for most of
the 20 people killed in the appar-
ently sectarian sui-
cide bombing of a
mosque in Karachi.

Riot police fired
tear gas and live
rounds into the air to
drive back crowds of
thousands gathered
for the funerals.

Some mourners
pelted them with
stones and torched
nearby vehicles.

“We have no faith
in police and rangers
because they failed to
protect our mosques,” senior
Shia cleric Hasan Zafar Naqvi
said. “We demand that the gov-
ernment deploy the army to en-
sure their security and safety.”

The blast wounded at least 50
people, some seriously, and three
Shias died later in clashes with
police. It appeared to be another
in a spate of tit-for-tat sectarian
violence in the volatile port city,
coming less than 24 hours after
the killing of Mufti Nizamuddin
Shamzai, a senior clericfrom the
majority Sunni sect.

It was the second bloody at-
tack on a Shia mosque in
Karachi in less than a month. A
suspected Sunni suicide bomber
killed 24 people on May 7.

nge into barbarism

b

Paklstam policemen and journalists run for cover after
Shia mourners open fire during clashes in Karachi. (AFP)




- Has it become Islam versus the West?

T IS seldom wise to second-

guess the “ifs” and “might-have-

beens” of history. Yet it is tempt-

ing to speculate whether the cur-
rent polarised debate on Islam in the
West would have been still taking
place if the ideological vacuum cre-
ated by the end of the Soviet era had
not occurred. In other words, is Islam
the new bogeyman of the West now
that the old “enemy” is no longer in
sight?

It is significant that Francis Fu-
kuyama’s The End of History, dealing
with the political implications of the
Communist upheaval, and Samuel
Huntington’s The Clash of Civiliza-
tions, “predicting” an ideological
conflict between Islam and the Chris-
tian world in the post-Cold war era,
came out about the same time (with-
in a year of each other in fact) as,
unknown to them, the stage was be-
ing set for the big debate we are now
witnessing.

1t is also noteworthy that the forces

Is Islam the new
bogeyman of the West
now that the old
“enemy,” the Soviet
Union, is no longer in
sight? Hasan Suroor
takes a look.

of Islamic extremism now haunting
the West are the same that America
and its allies deployed to fight their
proxy war against the Soviet Union,
notably in Afghanistan. Maybe, if his-
tory had played its hand differently,
they would have still been in business
battling their common enemy. But
enough of speculation, and on to the
real world of here and now, with a
quote that should give a flavour of the
post-9/11 climate:

“I have never known such venom
and such hatred and such constant,
unchecked, fascistic expression of dai-
ly appalling, often fabricated, always
imagined, always exaggerated ver-
biage as there has been against the
Muslim community.... We have en-
tered a new dark age of injustice and
it is frightening that we are over-
whelmed by it.”

These are not the words of a Mus-

lim rabble-rouser, but have been tak-
en from a recent speech by Gareth
Peirce, one of Britain’s most respect-
ed and high-profile human rights
-lawyers. And lest she should be ac-
cused of a pro-Muslim bias because
she is currently representing families
of several British Muslims languish-
ing in the Guantanamo Bay prison,
let me add that in the past she has
also fought for the rights of non-Mus-
lims wrongly jailed or persecuted in
Muslim countries.

Like all good lawyers, Ms. Peirce
may have overstated her case, but
few will deny that she has a case — or
wish away the climate of Istamopho-
bia sweeping much of the Western
wotld since the September 11 attacks.

Over the past three years, Islam
has been the dominant theme of a lot
of the public debate in the West on
terrorism but far from helping a bet-
ter understanding between the Chris-
tian and the Islamic world it has only
served to polarise extreme opinions

MINA AND Munira Achour
Agrew up in a sprawling housing

estate in Aulnay-sous-bois near
Paris. Their father worked at the Ci-
troen plant nearby, bringing home a
decent, regular pay packet and the fu-
ture seemed full of hope.

Today aged 47, the twins Jook back
at their early years in France with nos-
talgia and affection and wonder why
the present generation is so angry and
full of hate, why the North African
ghettos have become hotbeds of reli-
gious extremism, drug dealing, crime
and macho bullying.

“I feel very sad. Life wasn’t this way
when we were growing up. When we
moved into the estates from our slum
near Nanterre, north of Paris, we felt
lucky. There was space, we had our
own bathroom,” says Amina, now a
social worker. “Moving into the hous-
ing estate meant we went to the Re-
publican school. It meant education,
equality, a future. There was no ques-
tion of wearing the headscarf to
school or at home. That did not mean
we were any less Muslim or any less
devout,” echoes Munira.

Today the sisters have married and
moved away. Their brother, Selim,
however continues to live on the es-
tate with their parents. His sons, both
school dropouts, have joined a gang
of local thugs, while his daughter has
sought refuge in militant Islam.

“Something terrible happened to
change the way we were. I never felt
uncomfortable about my origins be-
fore. I do now. Until recently no one
ever spoke of the Muslims in France
as being thugs, terrorists, criminals or
extremists. When we were growing up
all we ever thought about was inte-
grating. We are now being collectively
tarred with the brush of extremism.
While there is a lot of unwarranted
suspicion towards the North African
community, it is also true that some-
where we took a wrong step. I wonder
when that happened and how,” sighs
Amina.

There is a deep sadness in the sis-
ters today who feel wrongs have been
committed by both sides — while
their community has squandered its
chances for economic betterment
and social acceptance, French society
atlarge has made integration difficult,
if not impossible, rejecting cultural

on both sides. The problem is not the
debate, but its tone. There are no two
opinions that a debate was needed in
the wake of “9/11.” As the atrocity
was perpetrated in the name of Islam,
it was legitimate to ask questions
about the political nature of a faith
that, according to its more militant
followers, allows violent jihad against
“infidels” or those they regard as op-
pressors.

Indeed, here was an opportunity
for the West to address the issues that
have contributed to the rise of Islam-
ic extremism in many parts of the
world and isolate the fanatic fringe by
engaging with the moderate Muslim
opinion. In any sensible and grown-
up debate the one question that
should have been at the top of the
agenda was: why is there such a
strong anti-West sentiment on the
“Arab street,” and what can be done
to win the hearts and minds of mil-
lions of moderate Muslims without
whose support the so-called “war” on
terror cannot be won?

Bur clearly the neo-conservatives
in Washington, supported by a pliant
London and the Right-wing Govern-
ments in what the United States De-
fence Secretary, Donald Rumsfeld,
famously hailed as “new” Europe,
had their own agenda. The opportu-
nity was missed and, as one British
academic said, what should have
been a discussion about “Islam and
the West” turned into a “Islam versus
the West” argument. It started on a
wrong note with the U.S. President,
George W. Bush, fluffing his very
opening lines by describing the “war

on terrorism” as a “crusade.” It might
have been no more than a “Bush-
ism”’— but given its historical con-
notations, it was an unfortunate use
of the term and was seized in the
Muslim world to portray the anti-ter-
ror campaign as an attack on Islam
by other means.

In London, where colonial experi-
ence has taught the British to tread
more cautiously on cultural and reli-
gious sensitivities, Mr. Bush’s “cru-
sading” rhetoric sent alarm bells
ringing but by the time the British
Prime Minister, Tony Blair, inter-
vened the damage had been done.
And judging from what followed,
Washington could not care less. Even
as the Arab world was seething with
rage over plans to invade Iraq, Mr.
Bush publicly warned other Muslim
nations — notably Syria, Iran and Li-
bya — to fall in line or risk America’s
wrath,

Meanwhile, in Britain, despite Mr.
Blair’'s repeated claims that the anti-
terror campaign should not be seen
as a “war” on Islam the dominant
mood remains one of suspicion to-
wards Muslims who are portrayed,
especially in the Right-wing press, as
another face of extremism. Argu-
ments on issues ranging from terror-
ism and immigration to oppression
of women have tended to centre on
an image of a “monster” community
driven by extremism, intolerance and
a worldview that does not sit well
with the modern Western “civilised”
world. A recurring theme in discus-
sions about the “Muslim question”
has been that Islam is incompatible
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with concepts of democracy, free
speech, individual freedom, and gen-
der equality.

Recently, a British Minister bluntly
told Muslims to choose between “ter-
rorism” and British “values” if they
wanted to live in Britain. He was sim-
ply echoing, in stronger language,
what his other colleagues, particular-
ly the Home Secretary, David Blun-
kett, had been saying more subtly.
Surprisingly, even moderate voices

London. — AP

have hardened. George Carey, former
Archbishop of Canterbury, and a
strong advocate of Christian-Muslim
dialogue, startled his Muslim admir-
ers when he used a speech in Rome a
few weeks ago to launch an unprece-
dented attack on Islam,

He urged Europe and America to
resist claims about the moral, cultur-
al and spiritual superiority of Islam,
and said that Islam had contributed
nothing of significance for “hun-

dreds” of years. “It is sad to relate no
great invention has come for many
hundred years from Muslim coun-
tries,” he said. He spoke of the “glar-
ing absence” of democracy in Islamic
countries, calling regimes in these
countries authoritarian and inflexi-
ble.

Mr. Carey also repeated what has
been said time and again by many
Western leaders and commentators
since the September 11 attacks —
namely that Muslims had not been
sufficiently forthright in condemning
“Islamic” terrorism. “Sadly apart
from a few courageous examples, ve-
ry few Muslims condemn clearly and
unconditionally the evil of suicide
bombers who kill innocent people,”
he said provoking an angry reaction
from Muslim leaders who accused
him of “recycling the same old reli-
gious prejudices.”

Coming from a former spiritual
head of the Church of England and a
professed inter-faith interlocutor,
Mr. Carey’s remarks were taken more
seriously in terms of their impact on
Christian-Muslim relations than sim-
ilar rhetoric from Right-wing politic-
ians would have been.

He claimed that his comments
were torn out of context but critics
saw the episode as further “proof”
that it is an open season on Islam
these days. “Would he (have] got
away with it if he had said similar
things about Judaism or Jews,"” asked
one Muslim leader.

Zaki Badawi, a respected liberal
academic who has consistently at-
tacked Muslim extremists and is con-
sulted by Downing Street on Muslim

issues, called Mr. Carey’s remarks
“historically inaccurate.” They “failed
to recognise that the West had under-
mined democratic revolutions in Iran
and Egypt in [the] nineteenth and
twentieth centuries,” he said.

Even those who agree with some of
what Mr. Carey said about the initial
Muslim reaction to “9/11” or lack of
democracy in Islamic countries, be-
lieve that such remarks in a highly
surcharged climate can only fuel Isla-

mophobia, and do little to promote
Muslim-Christian understanding.

“We are aware of the imperfections
and failings of the Muslim world-but
what we object to is the tendency to
portray it in stark black-and-white
terms as though all Muslims are ter-
rorists and all Muslim countries are
undemocratic and authoritarian.
There are any number of non-Mus-
lim countries which are dictatorial
and undemocratic but that is not
blamed on the religion of those who
run them,” said a Left-wing Pakistani
academic.

Richard Bonney, Director, Centre
for the History of Religious and Politi-
cal Pluralism, University of Leicester,
warned that the current debate could
easily slip into a “Islam versus the
West” issue and make Huntington’s
prophesy come true. “The debate on
the supposed inevitability of a ‘clash
of civilisations’ between Islam and
the West has gained added momen-
tum and urgency since the events of
9/11 and their aftermath... The issue
for the world is not one of Islam ver-
sus the West but of Islam’s relation-
ship with the West and vice-versa.
What is most urgent is... a greater un-
derstanding of the underlying histor-
ical and political issues which may
help to produce solutions... and as-
sist the pressing task of conflict reso-
lution. If this is not done through the
political and foreign policies adopted
by Western Governments, then a
clash of civilisations, cultures, reli-
gions, societies and states is perfectly
possible: this is not an outcome
which most people in the West or in
Muslim majority countries would
welcome,” he warned.

Meanwhile, moderate Muslims —
and contrary to the widespread per-
ception, they are not an isolated and
a tiny minority — believe the time
has come for the community itself to
lead a debate on the need for demo-.
cratic reforms in Islamic countties if
they do not want to be hijacked by
self-serving extremists. If the recent
humiliations propel these countries
to embark on a forward-looking
course, it would have been a price
worth paying.

threat to the “British” way of life.

At the same tine, they are regarded as potential
recruits by M@lim extremists who play on their

i "

peers from the subcontinent in education, em-
ployment, professional skills and income-levels.

They also tend to lead more insular lives, ac-
cording to an official report, which came out
' three years ago after the race riots in the predom-
inantly Muslim towns of Oldham, Bradford and
Burnley. It said that they led “parallel” lives and
were barely interested in the society around
them. It also noted a high level of unemployment
and frustration among Muslim youths.

Living in ghettoes, where the daily life centres
round the home and the local mosque, Muslims
have become an easy target for racist groups such
as the far-Right British National Party (BNP) who
portray them as backward, extremists and a

resentments and grievances to achieve their own
ends. It was from the ghettoes of northern En-
gland that jihadis, who went to Afghanistan to
fight alongside the Taliban, were recruited.

In the post 9/11 climate of Islamophobia, every

A community under siege

RITAIN’S TWO million-plus Muslims, con-
centrated mainly in deprived and crowded
inner cities, count among the educationally

and socially most backward immigrants.
Asian Muslims, mostly from Pakistan and Ban-
gladesh, are way behind their Hindu and Sikh

Muslims in Britain have become
an easy target for racist groups.
At the same time, they are
regarded as potential recruits
by extremists.

Muslim is seen as a potential terrorist, and recent-
ly a senior Minister publicly told Muslims to
choose between “terrorism” and British “values”
if they wished to live in Britain.

Reports suggest that a Muslim is more likely to
be stopped and searched by the police on suspi-
cion of terrorism than a non-Muslim.

In a survey by The Guardian, Muslims across
the social and class spectrum complained of ha-

France — facing up to a reality

differences by imposing the strict,
one-size-fits-all Republican model.
On the question of Islamic extre-
mism, France, home to five million
Muslims, finds itself in a particularly
delicate situation. With people from
Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia, who
make up the bulk of its Muslim pop-
ulation (the largest in Europe), France
shares painful memories of colonial
rule, conquest, and in the case of Al-

Islam is France’s second
most practised faith and
the subject of religion is
therefore a sensitive one,
debate over which is
inextricably linked to old
hurts, writes
Vaiju Naravane.

geria, a particularly bloody war of in-
dependence. Islam is France’s second
most practised faith and the subject of
religion is therefore a sensitive one,
debate over which is inextricably link-
ed to old hurts going back several
decades.

Until a decade ago, the North Afri-
can community here did not chal-
lenge the supremacy of France’s strict
Republican system which tends to
treat every child as equal — equally
French, that is, meekly submitting to
its demands that cultural differences
and particularities be left at home
when entering the portals of a state
school, office or institution.

“Our parents came here as immi-
grant labour to earn a decent wage.
They did not want to make trouble for
themselves or for the country of their
adoption. We didn't even dare raise
our voices. We took contempt, dis-
dain and humiliation as part of our
lot. But today’s 20-something gener-
ation was born on French soil. They
are French — they know no other lan-
guage, no other country. But for the
French they remain immigrants —
and by that the French mean foreign,
inferior, uncultured, and somehow
not their equal. The young French
Arabs who fall between two stools
quite rightly find this intolerable,”

says Helene Kouza, a photo research-
er who has worked extensively in
North Africa.

The French establishment genu-
inely believes that its Republican
model based on the values of liberty,
equality, fraternity, and human rights
as expounded by the Enlightenment
is the best way of promoting integra-
tion and equality for all. That this
model is no longer working is evident
from the huge protests by Muslims,
Sikhs and civil liberties groups, when
France passed new legislation ban-
ning the wearing of conspicuous reli-
gious symbols in state schools and by
government employees.

Among several factors that contrib-
uted to the explosion of hatred on
France’'s immigrant housing estates,
two deserve specific mention. The
first was massive unemployment in
the late 1980s and 1990s, which hit the
jmmigrant community hard. Steel
and automobile plants engaged in
massive reduction-in-force exercises,
Jaying off thousands of workers who
had low levels of education and could
not be easily re-trained. Adolescents
came home from school to find father
at home and the larder empty. It re-
sulted in an erosion of parental au-
thority in working class immigrant
homes. Drug dealers moving into the
estates were able to dazzle youngsters
with promises of easy money and the
cycle of crime took off.

“The second important factor was
the Algerian war. When the Islamic
fundamentalists won the first round
of elections there, the government
banned them making them go under-
ground. The Algerian civil war started
in 1992. Strangely enough, the French
Government gave many of these fun-
damentalists political asylum, thus
bringing their poison to our shores.
The run down, unemployment and
crime-ridden estates were ripe for
their message of hate towards the
West, of a return to a barbaric, anti-
female Islam dating back to pre-En-
lightenment times,” says Ms. Kouza.

The French Government keeps a
very close watch on the Islamic com-
munity in France. In the last year
alone, five Imams who allegedly
preached jihad were deported. One of
them, Abdelkader Bouziane, who
preached at a mosque in Vessinieux

near Lyon, France’s second-largest
city, advocated.wife beating, stoning
of adulterous wemen, polygamy and
more importanty, jihad.

The courts hewever ruled his ex-
pulsion illegal. Another Imam, this
one form Turkey, who received simi-
lar expulsion orcers has asked for po-
litical asylum anl been placed under
temporary admhistrative detention.
The Governmenisays it will appeal in
both cases and Pesident Jacques Chi-
rac said the couitry’s laws would be
changed if requied.

Talking aboutthe connection be-
tween Islamic findamentalism and
terrorism, Fren& Interior Minister

Dominique de Villepin explained:
“Here’s today’s reality: under the cov-
er of religion, individuals present on
our soil have been using extremist
language and issuing calls for vio-
lence. These are statements that fa-
vour the installation of terrorist
movements on French territory. It’s
necessary therefore to oppose this to-
gether and by all available means.”
Part of the problem is a dearth of
domestically trained clerics to lead
congregations of French-born Mus-
lims. As a result, mosques such as
those in Vessinieux often have to rely
on imported Imams or self-pro-
claimed clerics who espouse funda-

mentalist beliefs that grate against
France's more open society. “The
problem is that we have 1,500 Imams,
but the great majority of them don't
have any knowledge of the land,” said
Azzedine Gaci, who represents the
Muslims of the Rhone-Alps region at
the national Muslim Council.

France has tried to regulate its five
million Muslims by creating a nation-
al advisory body to address issues
such as the training of clerics and to
act as the Muslim representative in
dealing with the Government. But the
country’s most extreme fundamen-
talists have refused to take part.

Paris seems to have suddenly

Abdelkade Bouziane, a radical Imam who preached in a mosque near Lyon, faces deportation.

rassment by the police. “We are the new victims
of stop and search,” they said alluding to the days
when the blacks faced similar humiliation.

When the issue was raised by a human rights
lawyer at a public function in London, the chief of
the Metropolitan Police, John Stevens, acknowl-
edged that “there are those who would seek to
link the actions of extremists with the faith of the
Muslim community ... Well, quite, simply put,
they are wrong.”

Muslims say they are “tired” of being told by
everyone from Margaret Thatcher downwards
that they had not been sufficiently forthright in
condemning terrorism.

“The problem is that the media plays up only
the extremists voices and ignores the averwhelm-
ing majority of moderate voices,” said a spokes-
man of the Muslim Council of Britain which
recently sent out a letter to all the Imams across
Britain telling them to look out for “mischievous
or criminal elements” in their congregations and
report them to the police. “What next? Self-flagel-
lation in public to prove our loyalty,” asked a crit-
ic of the Council’s action. — H.S.

woken up to the fact that it has failed
to sufficiently recognise, monitor or
support its large Muslim population
and that its laxity in the name of mul-
ticulturalism has allowed extremism
to take root and flourish. The result is
a mad flurry of laws, directives and
initiatives. Purely repressive mea-
sures however will prove counterpro-
ductive.

To be effective these must be uc-
companied by genuine confidence
building measures, one of which
would surely be an active fight against
discrimination widely practised
against the bulk of the Muslim com-
munity in France today.

— AFP
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“ReviewIs amic laws: General

————

Islamabad akistan Pr ident Pervez
Musharraf called on religious scholars tore-
examine strict Islamic laws which rights
groups say discriminate against women and
non-Muslims, state media reported on Sun-
day. Musharraf also announced the
establishment of the country’s first
officially sponsored National Rights
Commission.

The President called for a review
of the blasphemy law, which impos-
es the death penalty for defiling
Prophet Mohammad and the Mus-
lim holy book the Koran, and the
strict Hudood Islamic laws, which
mostly deal with erimes of adultery
and rape. Under the Hudood laws, a rape vic-
tim has to produce four witnesses in court to
confirm her assault otherwise she can be
tried on charges of wilful adultery while the
rapist goes free.

Musharraf said the Hudood and blasphe-
my laws must be studied afresh to ensure
they cannot victimise innocent people. “The
blasphemy law needs to be looked into so that

Musharraf as telling a convention on human
rights on Saturday.

Secular parties, rights groups and minori-
ties claim the blasphemy law is often mis-
used to settle personal scores.
~ Dozens of people have been con-
| victed under the law but no one has
been executed because higher
courts have ordered an acquittal.
Musharraf  added:
“We must not shy
away from re-examin-
ing the Hudood Ordi-
nance.”

Pakistan’s Is-
lamists  stridently
support the Hudood laws, say-
ing they are sacred, but they
are widely considered discrim-
inatory towards women. “This
is our creation, what is the
problem in discussing it?”
Musharraf asked. “Why are
we so close-minded; is this the
teaching of Islam that we can’t

it is not misused,” state television quoted
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even discuss it?” agencies
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“Sunni cleric gunned

+'down jn

\ing the deputy IG

Islamabad: A senior Sunni
cleric Maulana Nizamud-
din Shamzai with close
links to Afghanistan’s oust-
ed Taliban militia was
gunned down in Karachi by
unidentified men early on
Sunday;, triggering violence
in different parts of Pak-
istan’s southern

achi)
Tariq Ameel to put\the po-

lice force on high 3alert to
check any backlash.
Angry supporters of

Shamzai numbering eight
to 12 set Jamsheed quarters
police station on fire and
prisoners locked in the jail

rachi

with authorities to nab the
culprits.

Meanwhile, acting chief
of alliance of Islamic
groups, the MMA con-
demned the murder and
said the government must
provide security to reli-
gious scholars.

AP

metropolis, the
police said.

Shamzai, a
religious schol-
ar at Jamia
Uloom-e-Islami,
Karachi was
travelling in his
car when |,
unidentified
gunmen riding
in two cars and
a  motorcycle
opened fire
around °.8:30
a.m., killing
him and injur-
ing four others,
including his
son, the police
said.

He was
rushed to hospi-

tals but he died
there, the police
said, adding the
assailants man-
aged to flee from the spot.
But one of them sustained
injuries when a guard fired
at him.

However, no group has
claimed responsibility for
the attack.

As the news of his mur-
der spread, an agitated mob
attacked the Binori police
station and set it on fire. A
red alert has been declared
as the Killing could trigger
sectarian violence.

Violence erupted in sev-
eral parts of Karachi, forc-

Angry supporters of slain Pakistani Sunni Muslim cleric Maulana
Nizamuddin Shamzai (inset) shout slogans during a clash with the

police in Karachi on Sunday

managed to escape, they
said, adding some vehicles
parked outside the police
station were torched.

Terming the killing as a
“terrorist act” governor of
Sindh province Isratul Ibad
said, “Security forces will
make efforts to nab the cul-
prit.”

“Steps have been taken to
maintain peace in the city,”
the governor said.

He also appealed to fol-
lowers of Shamzai to not
loose cool and cooperate

Shamzai was famous for
issuing ‘fatwas’ or religious
decrees on important is-
sues.

He was a close associate
and friend of Taliban’s
reclusive one-eyed leader
Mullah Omar.

Karachi, Pakistan’s
southern port city, has been
in the grip of sectarian and
terrorist attack this month.

At least, 10 people were
killed and over 200 injured
in a suicide attack in a Shia
mosque in Karachi. agencies
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/~ Stop attacks
+ on Spanish™
«"troops: Sadr

Baghdad: Radical Shiite cleric
Mugtada Sadr has
called on his follow-
ers to stop attacks
on Spanish troops
of the US-led coali-
tion after Madrid
announced it would

,, withdraw its con-
tingent from Iraq as soon as possi-
ble, a Sadr spokesman said on
Monday.

“We call (on them) to ensure the
security of Spanish troops until
their departure as long as these
forces do not perpetrate aggressions
against the Iragi people,” said Qais
al-Khazaali.

“Other countries which assign
troops to the coalition in Irag are
urged to follow the exampie of Spain
and to withdraw their forces to save
the lives of their soldiers,” he added.

Meanwhile, the top US adminis-
trator L Paul Bremer said that Iraqi
security forces will not be capable of
protecting the country against in-
surgents by the June 30 handover of
power.

In an unusual, blunt assessment,
Bremer made the comments on Sun-
day to defend the continued heavy
presence of US troops in Iraq even

[
-
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after an Iragi government takes sov-
ereignty.

The military has always planned
to remain after June 30, and in re-
cent months coalition officials have
acknowledged that the handover of
security duties will be significantly
slower than initially hoped because
Iraqi forces were not ready.

But Bremer said the fighting
across the country this month
showed the problems with the secu-
rity forces.

“Events of the past two weeks
show that Iraq still faces security
threats and needs outside help to
deal with them. Early this month
the foes of democracy overran Iraqi
police stations and seized public
buildings in several parts of the
country,” he said. “Iraqi forces were
unable to stop them.”

“It is clear that Iraqi forces will
not be able, on their own, to deal
with these threats by June 30 when
an Iraqi government assumes sover-
eignty,” Bremer said in a statement
issued by the US coalition. With US-
led forces fighting on two fronts and
insurgent violence elsewhere flar-
ing, April’s US combat death toll is
approaching the toll during the Iraq
invasion itself. agencies
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“Saudi Qalda leade ¢ calls

for attacks’on Amt

Dubai, April 8 (Reuters): One of
Saudi Arabia’s most wanted al
Qaida militants has called on
Muslims to kill Americans
everywhere and vowed attacks
against Arab leaders allied to
Washington, according to a
video carried on an Islamist
website.

A masked man identified as
Abdulaziz al-Mugrin in a video
on the Dirasat website said
Americans had yet to feel the
“real fires of battle”. In an appar-
ent reference to a guerrilla up-
rising in Iraq, he said Washing-
ton faced another Vietnam.

“O mujahideen, fight the
Americans everywhere -and
fight the Americans with all
your might and capabilities. Ter-
rorise them as they have ter-
rorised your brothers,” the man
said.

There was no independent
confirmation of the identity of
the figure whose brown cloth
mask obscured all but his eyes.

“0O mujahideen this is your
day, your jihad, and this is your
enemy occupying your land,
turning it into bases to fight
Islam and Muslims, and control-
ling apostate agents. So fight
them until...you only see blood
and body parts as they have done
to your brothers in Palestine,
Afghanistan and Iraq in their
battles in the Muslim peninsu-
1a,” the man said.

The website has in the past

THE TELEGRAPH

carried statements purporting
to be from Saudi-born al Qaida
leader Osama bin Laden, widely
believed to be behind September
11 attacks on the United States,
and other officials of the mili-
tant network.

The video was posted on the
website as US-led forces faced
growing rebellion from both
Sunni and Shia guerrillas in
Iraq. The fighting that has killed
some 35 soldiers and at least 200
Iraqis in three days has thrown
into doubt plans for a handover
of sovereignty to Iragis on June
30.

US and Pakistani forces are
involved in a spring drive to cap-
ture al Qaida militants in
Afghanistan.

Mugrin is on a Saudi wanted
list of top al Qaida militants,
blamed for suicide bombings
which killed at least 50 people in
the capital Riyadh last year.

“The mujahideen will target
the crusaders at first. As for the
apostate, agent rulers their day
is coming soon, God willing,
after we are done with their mas-
ters and the convoys of martyrs
will continue,” said the man
dressed in brown fatigues and
holding an automatic rifle. He
was speaking in Arabic.

Mugrin was reported last
month to have taken over leader-
ship of al Qaida in Saudi Arabia
after the killing of the former
top operative Khaled Ali Ali Haj.

Ear 1ertg5m0n;\l? a stratégy »

losted on a website and
aper
glgxl)qedp\ by Mugrin listed Jews, ]
Americe 118 and Britons as main
targets- ".and called on militant
cells wor 1dWide to “turn the infi.

dels'lands into hell”.

The man in the video —
which carried the title “Expel
The Polytheists from the Arab
Peninsula” — warned Muslim
rulers and security and intelli-
gence forces against confronting
militants fighting Americans at
pain of death.

Militant Islamic cells scat-
tered across Italy, many of them
dormant and used to support at-
tacks abroad, could turn to tar-
gets inside the country, Italy's
top guerrilla investigator said on
Thursday.

Italy on alert

Italy, which like Spain supported
the US-led offensive in Iraq, has
been on a state of alert since the |
March 11 Madrid train bombs
which killed 191 people.

“The main lesson from
Madrid is that a cell everyone
would have considered as one
providing logistic support can
suddenly change,” prosecutor
Stefano Dambruoso said just
weeks before he is due to take up
a job with UN crime-fighting
agencies in Vienna. “Many
countries, including Italy, had
been considered crossroads for
attacks abroad,” he said.
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$ion
Laden.”All these employed. “Some of them do

By Steven Morris and .
Tania Branigan S(\Q
LONDON, APRIL 1. Until last year
Ishtiag Alamgir held down a
good, solid if slightly dull job as
an accountant for the U.K.’s In-
land Revenue at Luton in Bed-
fordshire, north of London. On
Wednesday, the university

aduate, who now prefers to be
called Sayful Islam (spirit of Is-
lam), was to be found agitating
outside the town’s Central
Mosque, criticising the police
raids on suspected Islamist ter-
rorists in the south of England
and condoning attacks by Isla-
mists across the world. ,
" Today, he said, he would be
distributing leaflets outside a
nearby school. He handed over
a copy, complete with a skull
and the instruction: “Allah has
prescribed jihad ... do not let the
fear of death be the reason for
you not engaging in this
struggle.”
', Mr. Islam (24) quit his job to
take over as leader of the Luton
branch of ai-Muhajiroun, the
group which has been accused
of recruiting young Muslims
and preaching radical, violent
interpretations of the Koran.

This week’s arrests of young
British Muslims suspected of in-
volvement in a terrorist plot
makes the views and motives of
men like Mr. Islam — and the
reaction to them of the wider
Muslim community — perti-
nent. There have been suggesti-
ans that some of those arrested
have had past dealings with al-
Mubhajiroun, which espouses
controversial views but has nev-
er been linked to violence.
. While the U.K.’s national
leadership of the group has
tpned down its rhetoric in re-
cent years, Mr. Islam said he
condoned the September 11 at-
tacks and the train bombings in
Madrid, and backed the aims of

—
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Osama) 'bi
acts arl ing committed by
Muslim people whose lands
have been occupied,” he said.
“These people have legitimate
reasons to strike back. I support
Muslims who defend
themselves.”

And because it was involved
in the wars in Afghanistan and
Iraq — and was a firm ally of the
U.S. — Britain could be regard-
ed as a legitimate target. “Bri-
tain must expect to be
attacked,” he said.

But other Muslims have little
patience or sympathy for the
rhetoric of groups such as al-
Muhajiroun. While Mr. Islam
claims that there are perhaps
around 50 members of al-Mu-
hajiroun in Luton, and perhaps
800 across Britain, others de-
scribe them as “toothless ti-
gers” which attract minimal
support.

In Luton, the elders of the

Central Mosque were all too
aware that agitation by al-Mu-
hajiroun has given the town a
reputation as a hotbed of extre-
mism. Muhammad Sulaiman,
its president, has banned the
group from the grounds and
ejected Mr. Islam and his fellow
campaigner Abdul Hag (slave of
the truth).

Yaqub Hanif (24), a mosque
regular, had nothing but con-
tempt for the pair: “They do not
represent the young Muslims of
Luton at all. They have extreme
views which the vast majority of
people here do not share. The
young people are more interest-
ed in gadgets and computers
than terrorism.”

Yet Akbar Dad Khan of the
group Building Bridges
which promotes harmony be-
tween faiiths — conceded there
was concern about potential
support for organisations in-
cluding al-Muhajiroun. A fifth
of local young Muslims are un-

(ngU_-K- Muslims -

feel rejected, unwanted and de-
jected,” he said. “They feel they
haven't been served well by the
political and educational sys-
tem. There is some fertile
ground for the extremists here
(and) we are working hard to
make sure they do not get a
foothold.”

As a new generation of British
Muslims grows up — a third of
all Muslims in England and
Wales are 14 or under — many
want to integrate more closely
into British society than their
parents have done. But others
feel little affection for a society
which seems to offer them little
respect, according to Tahir Ab-
bas, director of the centre for
the study of ethnicity and cul-
ture at the University of Bir-
mingham in central England.
Marginalised groups

“A lot of people are from the
poorest, most marginalised and
disaffected groups: they have
had poor jobs, poor housing,
poor health and low skills,” he
said. “Their parents are pre-
pared to take racism and dis-
crimination but the second
generation feel they have had
enough.

“There’s a feeling that teach-
ers don't understand us, par-
ents don’t understand us and
society is not going to. give us a
job. There’s a state of anomie,
and when they do rebel and
make a noise they get attention.

“There are masculinity issues
there in some ways. If you're in
a community and are young
and have no hope, how do you
get status and get yourself
recognised?”’

The perceived backlash
against Islam in the wake of the
attacks on September 11 has
fuelled anger. There is a wide-
spread feeling that Muslims are
being unfairly stereotyped as

potential terrorists.But domes-
tic grievances gain added po-
tency from a widespread sense
that Muslims are under threat
around the world, thanks to tur-
moil in the Middle East (West
Asia), the war in Chechnya and
the war in Iraq. The concept of
the Ummah — the Islamic com-
munity — has no western
equivalent, but means that
many Muslims believe that an
attack on any believer is an at-
tack on the community as a
whole.

Yet Magnus Ranstorp, direc-
tor of the centre for the study of
terrorism and political violence
at the University of St. Andrews
in Scotland, argues that few
people spontaneously turn to
violence even when underlying
pre-conditions are present.

He argues that new recruits
tend to be drawn in slowly
through a sophisticated process
of ideological and psychological
manipulation, often through
radical clerics met in person or
whose teachings they study via
the internet.

“It’s. also about the presence
of specific individuals who ig-
nite the dry grass that already
exists,” he said. “It only takes a
couple of people to exploit and
manipulate young and impres-
sionable individuals.”

In Denmark, for instance,
“talent spotters” have recruited
people found in radical mosque
environments.

“Some individuals may then
be invited to a back room to
meet one of the fighters from
Chechnya, for example,” he
said.

Recruits might be asked to
store documents, commit
crimes and then go ‘“further and
further (until there is) no turn-
ing back”. But, he added, there
was a wide gulf between alien-
ation and violence. — ©Guar-
dian Newspapers Limited 2004
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Agencies
Jerusalem, March 23

ISRAEL WILL attempt to
kill the entire leadership of
Palestinian militant group
Hamas, striking wherever
opportunities present them-
selves, an Israeli security of-
ficial said citing a decision
made by Israeli security
chiefs following the assassi-
nation of Hamas’s founder.

The killing of Sheik Ah-
med Yassin on Monday
threatened to escalate three
and a half years of Israel-
Palestinian fighting. Fear-
ing revenge attacks, Israel
beefed up security through-
out the country and at its
missions abroad.

" The report comes after Is-
rael attracted widespread
international condemnation
— including criticism from
Washington - for Monday’s
assassination of Ahmed
Yassin, the founder and spir-
itual leader of Hamas. The
White House last night said
that it was “deeply trou-
bled” by the assassination.

Speaking on Tuesday on
condition of anonymity, the
Israeli security official said
that the decision to kill the
Hamas leadership had been
secretly made by the Israeli
cabinet last week. It came in
response to a double suicide
bombing at an Israeli sea-
port. According to the un-
named security official, the
heads of Israel’s security
branches had reaffirmed
the cabinet decision. Israel
will not wait for the next
Hamas attack before taking
action, but will strike when-
ever an opportunity pres-
ents itself, the source said.

The Israeli Defence Min-
ister Shaul Mofaz on Mon-
day met security officials for
five hours to discuss the fall-

AFP

Yemenis brandish their knives during a demonstration to condemn Yassin’s killing in Sanaa.

out from the assassination.

Despite the outpouring of
rage, Israeli security chiefs
decided during a five-hour
meeting Monday to step up
targeted attacks, the securi-
ty sources said, speaking on
condition of anonymity
They said officials decided
to go after the entire Hamas
leadership, without waiting
for another attack by the
militant group.

Israeli police and security
forces were deployed in force
across the country Tuesday
in an anticipation of a black-
lash to the air strike which
killed Yassin and seven other

Palestinians near a mosque
in Gaza City on Monday.

Security was particularly
tight around buses, which
have been the target of
dozens of suicide attacks
since the start of the Pales-
tinian intifada in Septem-
ber 2000.

Hamas responded to the
killing by calling for Mus-
lims around the world to at-
tack Israelis, and Ameri-
cans who support them,
with “unprecedented sever-
ity”. It alsc hinted for the
first time that the United
States could become a target
for backing Israel.
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On Tuesday, Palestinian
Prime Minister Ahmed Kor-
ei headed to the Gaza Strip
to offer his condolences to
Hamas, Palestinian officials
said. Korei was due to at-
tend a ceremony at the Yar-
mouk Stadium in Gaza City.

Around 200,000 Gaza resi-
dents on Monday poured
onto the streets to follow
Yassin’s coffin. Mourners at
his funeral heard Hamas
leaders call for a broadening
of the conflict with Israel.

The Palestinian Authori-
ty has declared three days of
mourning, and stores thr-
oughout the West Bank and

et entire Hamas

Gaza Strip were closed on
Tuesday Yassin was the
most prominent Palestinian
leader to be killed by Israel
in more than three years of
fighting.

Security chiefs are closely
watching to see who fills the
political vacuum caused by
Yassin’s death. At least ini-
tially, hardliner Abdel Aziz
Rantisi, has emerged as a
Hamas strongman. Rantisi,
a 54-year-old pediatrician
who escaped an Israeli as-
sassination attempt last
June, opposes even a tempo-
rary truce with Israel.

Ismail Hanieh, a top
Yassin aide, said Hamas
took a blow to morale, but
would continue carrying out
attacks on Israel. “Sheik
Yassin’s death is not going to
harm or affect the move-
ment,” Hanieh said.

The assassination, which
killed seven other people,
received large support in Is-
rael, despite the belief that
it will spark more violence.
The Yediot Ahronot daily
published a poll showing 60
per cent of Israelis that
killing Yassin was the right
thing to do, while 32 per cent
thought it was wrong.

On the other hand, 81 per-
cent of Israelis believe the
assassination will lead to an
increase in militant attacks,
while 15 per cent think it
will have no impact and
only three per cent think it
will lead to a decrease.

The Dahaf poll had a
margin of error of 4.4 per-
centage points.

“No one in the system,
not even Sharon, believes
that the assassination of the
sheik will reduce the scope
of terror. There is no strate-
gy here: just bitter frustra-
tion,” wrote Yediot colum-
nist Nahum Barnea.



Killers of prophets, cry P

Sons of Zions, await
response in hours’

Reuters
Gaza, March 22

EVEN AS Israel assassinated Hamas
leader Sheikh Ahmed Yassin outside a
Gaza mosque on Monday, striking its
heaviest blow to the militant group be-
hind dozens of suicide bombings and
drawing vows of revenge, hundreds of
thousands of Palestinians marched in
an outpouring of grief in a funeral
procession for Yassin and the other
dead. Eyes burning with tears and
rage, mourners reached out to touch
Yassin’s Islamic flag-draped coffin.

“They’re the killers of prophets
and today they killed an Islamic sym-
bol,” said Abdel Aziz al-Rantissi, now
the most prominent face of Hamas.
“It’s a war on Islam... What happened
was beyond the assassination of
Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, they wanted
to assassinate the Palestinian cause”.

Each side has been trying to bloo-
dy the other as much as possible ahe-
ad of the possible pullout of the 7,500
Jewish settlers from the Gaza Strip
proposed by Sharon.

A senior official of the State De-
partment urged all sides to remain
calm. The United States, which bra-
nds Hamas a terrorist group, has
been trying with little success to re-
vive the peace road map envisaging a
Palestinian state by 2005.

Hamas said it believed Washington,
where Sharon hopes to win support
for go-it-alone steps Palestinians fear
could turn into an Israeli land grab in
the West Bank, had given the green
light for Yassin’s assassination.

“War, war, war on the sons of Zion.
An eye for an eye. There will be a re-
sponse within hours, God willing,”
said a statement from the al-Aqsa
Martyrs Brigade, part of Arafat’s Fa-
tah faction behind many suicide at-
tacks. Israeli security sources said
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon person-
ally ordered and monitored the heli-
copter attack against the paralysed

cleric, whose wheelchair lay squa-
shed in a pool of blood after three
missiles exploded.

It was the highest-profile assassi-
nation of a Palestinian since the April
1988 killing in Tunis of Palestinian
commando chief Khalil al-Wazir. At
least seven other people died in the
Gaza strike and two of Yassin’s sons
were among 15 wounded. The attack
on Yassin as he and his entourage left
dawn prayers seemed to be aimed at
weakening Hamas, a group seeking
Israel’s destruction, to prevent it from
claiming victory should Sharon go
ahead with a planned unilateral pull-
out from Gaza.

Officials in the Palestinian Author-
ity called Yassin a moderating force in
Hamas, an Islamic movement he co-
founded in 1987 with encouragement
from Israel, which hoped the new
group would undercut its long-time
enemy, PLO chief Yasser Arafat. “Itis
a clear message to the world that the
Israelis are not ready to sit with the
Palestinians for peace,” Palestinian
Prime Minister Ahmed Korei told re-
porters after the Kkilling, which he
said “opened the door to chaos”.

In an outpouring of grief, hun-
dreds of thousands of Palestinians
marched in a funeral procession for
Yassin and the other dead. Eyes
burning with tears and rage, mourn-
ers reached out to touch Yassin’s Is-
lamic flag-draped coffin. “Sharon,
start preparing your body bags be-
cause (Hamas') Qassam Brigades
will put Israeli houses in mourning
and make a funeral in every Israeli
street,” the crowd chanted.

In the first sign of revenge within
Israel, a Palestinian with an axe hurt
three people outside an army base
near Tel Aviv. He was arrested. In
scenes reminiscent of the start of a
Palestinian uprising that began in
September 2000, protests erupted in
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Mosqu-
es called an immediate general strike.

A Hamas supporter protests the killing of spiritual leader Sheikh Ahmed Yassin at
Ain al-Hilweh refugee camp in south Lebanon on Monday.

A
REUTERS

Armed Hamas members attend the funeral of slain leader Sheikh Ahmed Yassin in Gaza on Monday.

REUTERS

alestinians

No dent to Hamas

Agence France-Presse
Gaza City, March 22

- ISRAEL’'S KILLING of Sheikh

Ahmed Yassin may have robbed
Hamas of its most charismatic and
distinctive voice but is unlikely to
deal more than a glancing blow to
a movement whose popularity has
steadily climbed throughout the
Palestinian intifada.

“Hamas is a well-structured or-
ganisation with a clear hierarchy.
Therefore losing its leaders will
be a blow in the short-term,” said
Palestinian analyst Ali Jerbawi.

“But for the same reason, there
is no doubt its broad support base
and the level of its organisation
will ensure that Hamas won’t re-
ally be affected,” he added.

The radical Islamist movement
was founded by Yassin back at the
start of the first Palestinian up-
rising (1987-1993) but its populari-
ty really took off with the erup-
tion of the second intifada in late
September 2000.

Its standing has grown particu-
larly among the more impover-
ished residents of the Gaza Strip,
who were grateful not only for the
bloody attacks it carried out
against the Israelis but also as re-

Israel rid of chief
terrorist: Sharon

ISRAELI
PRIME Minis-
ter Ariel Sha-
ron led a chorus
of public sup-
port on Monday
for Yassin’s as-
sassination,
saying it had rid Israel of the
Palestinians’ “chief terrorist”.
“The state of Israel this morn-
ing hit the leader of the Palestin-
ian assassins and terrorists,”
Sharon said as he congratulated
the armed forces over the opera-
tion. “The guiding ideology of
this man was the assassination
and murder of Jews wherever
they were and the destruction of
Israel,” he said. “I would like to
thank the defence apparatus.”
AFP, Jerusalem

cipients of its vast “charitable”
network through which it pro-
vides schooling and medicine and
other social services.

After Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat’s Fatah movement, polls
show that Hamas is now the $ec-
ond most popular of the array of
political parties.

The wheelchair-bound Yassin, a
father of nine, was the move-
ment’s most recognisable face,
and his high-pitched voice was a
regular feature of the airwaves.
His portrait adorns many of the
walls in Gaza and other parts of
the occupied territories as well as
the cells of Palestinian prisoners
held by Israel.

The movement now has a vast
network of political and military
leaders, with many observers re-
garding its chief powerbroker
these days as being the Damascus-
based Khaled Meshaal.

In an interview with a Hamas
website only last week, a defiant
Yassin predicted that Israel would
never be able to deal a death blow
to his movement.

“Israel has tried to destroy
Hamas more than once and each
time, the movement has come out
stronger,” he said.

Assassination a
mistake: Peres

ISRAEL'S
DOVISH opposi-
tion leader, Shi-
mon Peres, said
on Monday that
Yassin’s assassi-
nation was a
mistake.

“Had I been a member of the
government I would have voted
against this. I think it was a mis-
take,” said the elder statesman who
was awarded the 1994 Nobel Peace
Prize Winner. Peres said, “I would
have voted against for the following
reasons: is this (strike) going to re-
sult in an increase or a decrease in
terrorism? I think there’s a risk it
will in¢rease. “I don’t think we can
eliminate terrorism by wiping out
leaders,” Peres said.

AFP, Jerusalem

AFP

An Israeli policeman arrests a Palestinian demonstrator as an undercover
policeman takes position during clashes in Jerusalem on Monday.




‘Madrid ‘bombers’

name he

Assoclated Press

CAIRO, March 18. — The
Islamic militant group that
claimed responsibility for
last week’s Madrid train
bombings has warned that its
next targets could be Japan,
Italy, Britain or Australia, an
Arabic newspaper reported
today. The London-based
Al-Quds al-Arabi said on its
Web site that it had received
a statement from “The Bri-
gade of Abu Hafs al-Masri
(Al-Qaida)” in which the
group reiterated its responsi-
bility for the March 11 at-
tacks that killed more than
200 people and wounded
more than 1,600.

“Our brigades are getting
ready now for the coming
strike,” said the statement
dated March 15. “Whose
turn will it be next? Is it Ja-
pan, America, Italy, Britain,
Saudi Arabia or Australia?”
The statement warned these
countries that “the brigades
of death are at your doors,”
adding that they would strike
“with an iron hand at the
right time and place.” The
Web site did not say how the
statement had been re-
ceived. But Al-Quds al-Ara-
bi has received e-mails from
this group in the past. On the
evening of the Madrid
bombings, the paper re-
leased a copy of an e-mail
from Abu Hafs al-Masri in
which they made the first
claim of responsibility.
‘Australian group swelling’:
A radical regional group
linked to Al-Qaida and
blamed for Southeast Asia’s
worst terror attacks has
thousands more followers
than previously believed,
Australian foreign minister
Mr Alexander Downer said.

But Mr Downer went on
to shrug off fresh warnings
by the alleged leader of the

THE STATESMAN

Police arrest

four more

MADRID, March 18. —
Spanish police have arres-
ted four more suspects, be-
lieved to be of Moroccan
origin, in last week’s train
bombings in Madrid, sour-
ces at the National Court
said today.

Three were arrested in
Alcala de Henares, the
town outside Madrid where
three of the four trains
bombed on Thursday origi-
nated. It was also in that
town where police found a
van with detonators and.a
cassette tape with verses
from the Quran and a wit-
ness said he saw three men
in ski masks carrying knap-
sacks toward the train sta-
tion. The fourth suspect
was arrested in northern
Spain, the sources said.Five
suspects arrested earlier in
the week were scheduled to
appear in court Thursday;
among them, three Moroc-
cans including Jamal Zou-
gam, who is considered the
main suspect. Two Indians
were also to appear in
court, — AP

Indonesian-based Jemaah
Islamiyah group, Abu Bakar
Bashir, and Al-Qaida that
Australia and other close US
allies would be the next ter-
rorist targets. In an interview
published today in The Syd-
ney Morning Herald, Mr
Downer said Australia be-
lieved “there are somewhere
between three and five thou-
sand Jemaah Islamiyah ad-
herents in Indonesia”.
"Three to five thousand peo-
ple can do a lot of damage if
they get their hands on
TNT," Mr Downer said.

‘Spanish Al-Qaida cell had
links to Indonesia’> The
Spanish Al-Qaida cell which

Yl

Xt target

-

is a suspect in the Madrid
bombings had links to mili-
tant training camps in
Indonesia. an expert said
today. “There is a clear link
between Spanish Al-Qaida
and training camps in Poso,”
said Sidney Jones of the
International Crisis Group
of political analysts. An ICG
report last month said the
head of Spain’s Al-Qaida
cell, Imad Eddin Barakat
Yarkas, visited the Poso dis-
trict in Indonesia’s Central
Sulawesi in May 2001.

Madrid bombing suspect
lives in Britain, says report:
An alleged leader of an
Islamist group linked to
recent Madrid bombings and
suicde attacks in Casablanca
last May is living in Britain,
leading daily claimed today
quoting intelligence sources.
Mohammed al-Gerbouzi has
shaken off repeated requests
from Moroccan authorities
who want to extradite him to
face charge related to the 44
deaths caused by the Casa-
blanca bombings, The Guar-
dian reported. He has been
based in Britain for 16 years.

Agencies meet Suresh

Kumar’s parents

HOSHIARPUR, March 18.
— A team of central investi-
gation agencies on
Wednesday met the parents
of Suresh Kumar, one of the
two Indians arrested in con-
nection with devastating
train bombings in Madrid
last week. The team met
Suresh Kumar’s father Sham
Sunder and his wife Kanta,
sources here said today.
Kumar was arrested along
with Vinay Kohli. Spanish
police recovered a mobile
phone and its bill from the
bomb explosion site. After
investigation, it was revealed
that the mobile phone was
purchased from the shop of
Suresh Kumar. y,

19 MR 2004



~Evidence shows extremists’
role 1n M

7

WASHINGTON, March 16. — US au-
thorities increasingly believe Muslim ex-
tremists played a role in the Madrid rail-
way bombings last week.

One US counter-terrorism official,
speaking yesterday on condition of ano-
nymity, said nothing has been ruled out:
Authorities are considering Al-Qaida and
other Muslim extremist groups, such as
the one run by Abu Musab al-Zarqawi.

The Basque separatist group, ETA, may
also have been involved or was perhaps
working with Muslim extremists, the offi-
cial said. “It appears increasingly likely
that Islamic extremists played a role in
these attacks,” he added. “What’s clear is
we still don’t know.” Spanish authorities
are questioning three Moroccans and two
Indians in connection with the attacks. US
officials, who declined to discuss specifics
of the Spanish probe, say the focus pri-
marily is on the Moroccan’s possible links.

Meanwhile, President Mr George W
Bush called to congratulate Spain’s in-
coming Prime Minister yesterday. He ex-
pressed hope the two countries can coop-

WA

l'ld attacks: USA

7\ India to seek consular

access

NEW DELHI, March 16, — India will appr-
oach Spanish authorities tomorrow for con-
sular access to the two Indians, Vinay Kohly
and Suresh Kumar, afleged 1o be Hiagal immi
grants who have been held in connection with
the Madrid blasts. The Spanish law prohibits
any access to an accused for 72 hours,
sources in the home ministry said. — PTI

erate on fighting terrorism but the two
avoided perhaps the thorniest issue: White
House spokesman Mr Scott McClellan
said the topic of Spain withdrawing troops
from Iraq did not come up.

Spain explains ETA blast claim to UN:
Spain has sent the UN Security Council a
formal letter explaining why it pressed a
resolution blaming Basque militants for
the Madrid blasts before evidence eme-
rged pointing to Al-Qaida, diplomats said.
Militants discussed attack: Islamic mili-
tants discussed the possibility of a terror-
ist attack timed to affect the Spanish gen-
eral election as long ago as December,
Britain’s Channel 4 News reported.

R 2004



Held Moroccan
‘)(\/

Agencies
Madrid, March 15 Q\'

A MOROCCAN arrested in
the Madrid train bombings
had links with an alleged al-
Qaida cell leader charged
with helping plan the Sep-
tember 11 attacks in the US,
an indictment shows.

The 700-page September
17, 2003, indictment by Spa-
nish Judge Baltasar Gar-
zon names Jamal Zougam
— one of three Moroccans
arrested on Saturday in
connection with Spain’s
worst-ever terrorist at-
tacks — as a “follower” of
Imad Yarkas, whom Gar-
zon jailed for allegedly
helping plan the attacks on
New York and Washington.

Zougam’s alleged al-Qai-
da links strengthen suspi-
cions that the terror group
was involved in Thursday’s
Madrid bombings, which
killed 200 and injured 1,500.

Zougam was not indict-

Y

ed. by Garzon, but the in-
dictment clearly showed
the police were keeping an
eye on him. His home was
searched at least once, the
indictment showed, turn-
ing up a video of mujahed-
din fighters in Dagestan,
Russia, and telephone
numbers of three members
of the Madrid al-Qaida cell
allegedly led by Yarkas.

In Morocco, a high-rank-
ing official said Zougam,
30, had been under surveil-
lance for months on suspi-
cion of having ties to inter-
national terror groups, but
faced no formal accusa-
tions in Morocco.

Zougam is described as a
friend of Imad Eddin Ba-
rakat Yarkas, or Abu Da-
dah, the suspected leader of

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES 7§y, T

has 9/11 links

a busy Qaida cell based in
Spain. The indictment also
includes evidence showing
that Zougam had been in
contact with several of
Yarkas's associates since at
least 2001.

Judge Garzon has assert-
ed that Yarkas helped
arrange an important
preparatory meeting for the
Sept. 11 hijackers and pro-
vided them with support.

The other two arrested
Moroccans, Mohamed Bek-
kali, 31, and Mohamed Ch-
aoui, 34, have no police
record in Morocco. Span-
ish authorities have not
publicly spoken of
Zougam’s alleged link to
al-Qaida since his arrest
on Saturday, even though
Garzon’s indictment has
been publicly available for
months. Intelligence agen-
cies, meanwhile, worked
on Sunday to verify anoth-
er possible "link in the
Madrid attack to al-Qaida.
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Islamic Renaissance
Muslims Must Take the First Step@, V7

By Saiman Khurshid

Littlehas changed in the Muslim world since
Allama Igbal made his revolutionary plea for
the reconstruction of Islamic thought.
The inherent tension between liberals and
ultra-conservatives continues everywhere,
but in India it has acquired a unique
complexity Among Indian Muslims, there
are progressive Muslims and most of them
speak the language of the majority; there are
liberals who honestly seek to represent the
aspirations of minorities but with the
intention of imposing their own thinking on
all Muslims; and finally, there are Muslims
whose majority refuse to accept that there is
a world beyond their villages and mohallas.

While the rest of the Islamic world debates
within the millat, in India debates about
Islamic culture and aspirations of Indian
Muslims inevitably spill over to, and are
conducted in, the general fora. In the Muslim
world liberal reformers are accused of being
kafirs (as indeed was a charge against
Allama Igbal himself) but in India they are
considered the collaborators of the kafirs. At
the same time, in India those liberals who
genuinely endeavour — and without any
political ambition and with a hidden agenda
of being leaders -—— to build
bridges with other commu-
nities in order to guide
Muslims to an enlightened
existence, are looked upon
with suspicion and even ac-
cused of being ‘communal’ or
‘secular’ (read anti-Muslim)
by the Muslims themselves.

These linguistic, political
and conceptual controversies
need to be cleared up quickly.
Persons cannot be dubbed
communal or anti-Muslim simply because
of conforming to and promoting their
community’s aspirations on lines contrary
to those prescribed by the Mullahs. Unfortu-
nately, these days those labelled as
progressives — who have been aspiring for a
leadership role among Muslims on the
grounds that they represent the moderate
face of Indian Muslims in plural India — are
quite comfortable in the company of the RSS.
These are the drawing-room progressives
who have never done anything to propagate
plural values among Muslims. In fact, they
have been quite indifferent to the challenge
posed to the Muslim community by certain
fascist forces. Having done no homework and
presenting no credible vision, they cannot
try and appropriate leadership roles.

Reform and reconstruction must for all
practical and moral reasons come from
within the community But since many
aspects of reform in a plural society must
per se rely upon and involve state institu-
tions, it is important that they be sensitive to
the sensibilities of Muslims. This includes
encouraging and accommodating commu-
nity institutions that can address these
issues in a meaningful manner.

Since the repudiation of the two-nation
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theory, many attempts have been made to
conceive theoretical positions about the
political role of Muslims in a secular India.
There was an early Congress model folowed
by variants of the Janata Dal and that of
Mulayam Singh Yadav. Syed Shahabuddin
and various Muslim parties like the Indian
Union Muslim League and Majlis Ittehad-ul
Muslemeen have periodically offered
political formulations which have found no
support amongst Muslims nationwide as
well as among non-Muslims. On the eve of
the general elections, groups fighting against
communalism have perceived a sense of
desperation in the political system to
capitalise on the insecurities of Muslims.
This may be an opportunity to¢ secure for
them a place in the current scheme of things.

Given the current political climate, an en-
lightened Muslim leadership will certainly
develop. But Allama Igbal’s requisite of
power would have to be satisfied by a
collaborative effort involving an all party-all
religions legislature, Muslim universities
and institutions, community leaders and
most of all, the ulema. The crucial question
here is — Can a Muslim leader be a leader of
all Indians and not just a leader of Indian
Muslims? [ima and ijtihad will equally have
to be viewed in the light of the
collaborative model.

Despite 55 years of educa-
tional progress in the country,
the Muslim masses, especially
in the north, remain educa-
tionally handicapped and
their problems have not been
addressed satisfactorily from
the political angle. The impact
of Aligarh Muslim University
and Jamia Millia Islamia has
been inadequate to meet the
enormity of the challenge. The southern
states have made an impressive stride in
education through the voluntary sector.

As long as modern educational opportuni-
ties are not available, the Muslim masses
will perforce gravitate towards adulterated
versions of Sufism and those engaged
in political opportunism. The -cultural
aggression that they will encounter will be
both western-oriented as well as self-servihg
swadeshi. They need reinforcements on both
fronts, not only by providing them access
to education but also to the finer aspects of
a composite Indian culture, Urdu as a
functional language in the common civic
space, literature, music etc. Political
manifestos will have vigorously to counter
the restricted view of swadeshi so as to
associpte with more than just a narrow
political view of Hinduism.

Without resolving these political issues, no
serious effort will be possible to begin an
ambitious national project of reconstruction
of religious thought in Islam by Indian
Muslims. Perhaps this can be done by
dedicating ourselves with greater vigour to
realising Igbal’s dream of a renaissance in
Islamic culture. And the first step must be
taken by the Indian Muslims themselves.
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; ~cﬁ“rbs on imams*™

COPENHAGEN, Feb. 19. —
Denmark is proposing to curb the
activities of radical Islamic leaders
given permission to teach in the
country. The measures, to be pre-
sented to the Danish parliament
tomorrow, are aimed at imams who
preach against Western values,
encourage Muslims to wear the hijab
— the Islamic head scarf, and
demand that women do not work.
The initiative is part of a package
of tough immigration reforms that
reflects mounting concern in
Denmark about the growth of
Islamic communities who reject the
country’s values. There is also alarm
about the rise of Islamic fundamen-
talism — Danish citizen who fought
in Afghanistan is being held at
Guantanamo Bay. The Danish gov-
ernment is trying to ban the radical
Muslim group Hizb ut-Tahrir, which
campaigns for sharia, or Islamic law.
Prime Minister Mr Anders Fogh
Rasmussen said: “Access to obtain-
ing a Danish residence permit for
foreign missionaries has been too
easy until now. That is why we now

put forward new requirements for
residing in the country, like the
demand that imams and others have
an education and that they be finan-
cially self-sufficient.” One commen-
tator said: “It is about imams who
don’t speak Danish or know nothing
of Danish society. They drag
Muslims back 200 years and know
nothing about modern European
life. It is directly the opposite of
integration.”

The new legislation will apply to
missionaries from all religions, but
the far-right Danish People’s Party,
which first proposed the reforms, con-
firmed that they were aimed at curb-
ing the activities of Muslims.

Mr Peter Skaarup, a DPP spokes-
man, said recently: “In theory these
rules concern all clerics from all reli-
gions. But in practice they target
imams.” The proposed legislation is
almost certain to be passed after a
political deal in September between
the Liberal Conservative Govern-
ment, its ally the DPP and the
Opposition Social Democrats.

Other measures include a doubling
of the fine to £500 for people who
harbour failed asylum-seekers, with
imprisonment for repeat offenders.
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-wearing headscarves

German state goes ahead
with scarf ban

The western German state of Saar-
land today became the fifth in the
country to propose legislation that
would ban Muslim teachers from
in public
schools, AP adds from Frankfurt.
The proposal states that neutrality in
public schools must not be endan-
gered “through political, religious or
ideological displays” and specifically
names wearing headscarves as an
example.

Displaying Christian and Jewish
symbols, however, would be allowed

- under the law because the teaching

of Western religions is part of the
public school curriculum in
Saarland, a conservative-governed
state on the border with France. The
ban has still to be approved by the
state legislature.

Germany has roughly 3.5 million
Muslims, mostly of Turkish origin.

Its 16 states have been divided
over whether to ban Muslim teach-
ers from covering their heads in the
classroom since the nation’s highest
court ruled in September that veils
were allowed unless existing legisla-
tion specifically outlawed them.
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