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By V.S. Sambandan

COLOMBO, DEC. 16. The refrain,
Sare jahaan se acha, Hindustan
hamara, played to perfection by
the Sri Lankan naval band on
board the Sri Lankan ship, SLNS
Sayura, marked the beginning
of Operation Eksath —— the
first joint naval exercise be-
tween the two countries —
about 10 nautical miles off Col-
ombo this morning.

The non-combat, three-hour
humanitarian exercise saw sev-
en ships — two Indian and five
Sri Lankan — sail out to the
open sea and perform the joint
exercises in three areas: search
and rescue, anti-piracy and pol-
lution control.

The exercise, official sources
said, aimed at maintaining pre-
paredness to ensure the “safety
and security of international
shipping and lives at sea.” The
Director-General of the Indian
Coast Guard, A K. Singh, the In-
dian High Commissioner, Niru-
pama Rao, the Sri Lankan
service commanders and the
Secretaries for Defence and
Public Security were among
those who observed the exer-
cise.

As the SLNS Sayura gives way
to the Indian CGS Sarang to
lead the formation and the exer-
cises, the mood on board the
Sayura is one of expectation.
The excitement soars as an In-
dian Coast Guard Chetak heli-
copter flies past the ships. After
hovering low near the vessels,
the Chetak recedes to the back-
drop as the formation heads to

A Coast Guard hélicopter hovers over a column of

ndia, Sri Lanka carry
out naval exercise

indian and Sri Lankan ships during a joint naval

exercise off Colombo on Thursday.

the open sea.

In addition to CGS Sarang,
CGS Durgabhai Deshmukh, the
Chetak helicopter and a Dornier
aircraft comprised the Indian
component.

Four other Sri Lankan vessels
joined the SLNS Sayura on the
choppy waters.

As Sri Lankan naval cadets
and officers go through their
ceremonial salutes and on-deck
formations, a Fast Attack Craft
of the island’s Navy and an Indi-
an Coast Guard ship carry out
an anti-piracy exercise in a dis-
tance.

The exercise, a Sri Lankan of-
ficer told journalists on board
the Sayura, is aimed at equip-
ping the Navy to intercept,
board and regain control of a
hijacked vessel.

Search and rescue

“Next we will carry out a
search and rescue operation,”
announces Rohan Amaras-

inghe, the commanding officer
of the Sayura.

The Chetak helicopter is
back, and as it flies between the
ships, a trained Indian naval
diver “falls” into the sea. A dis-
tress signal blinks to indicate
the presence of the “drowning |,
man.” Within minutes, the '
friendly drone of a Dornier is
heard and seconds later the
fixed-wing aircraft flies over the
“man in distress,” and drops a
life raft. The Chetak hoists the
“victim” to the safety of the
coast guard vessel. ‘

In the distance is Colombo’s !
main thoroughfare — the Galle
Road — and the Galle Face
Green, which was witness to
several historic moments in the
island-nation’s history.

As the CGS Sarang sails past
the Sayura, Capt. Amarasinghe,
his officers and men, raise their
hands to a crisp naval salute,
marking another moment in
ties between the two countries.
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Mystery hand behind blast

PK. Balachanddran 9
Colombo, December 12

WHO WAS behind the grenade blast
that killed two persons at Shah Rukh
Khan’s concert in Colombo last night?
It’s unlikely that the LTTE was in-
volved this time,

The needle of suspicion points to
radical elements among Buddhist or-
ganisations who were angry with the
monks for calling off their protest
against the concert’s timing, which
coincided with the death anniversary
of a popular priest.

But the island nation’s Buddhist
clergy blamed the government for the
blast, accusing it of not having taken
adequate security measures. “We hold
the government responsible for this
attack. It is because they did not give
adequate security that this hap-
pened,” Buddhist monk and legislator
Omalpe Sobitha said.

Shastri wife injured

Most of the 18 wounded were Sri
Lankans, with former cricketer Ravi
Shastri’s wife Ritu being the lone In-
dian to be injured. Her shrapnel in-
juries were, however, minor.

Among those who escaped unhurt
were Indian high commissioner Niru-
pama Rao, Sri Lankan interior secre-
tary Tilak Ranaviraja and former Sri
Lankan cricket captain and minister
Arjuna Ranatunga.

The performers inctuded Shah Rukh
Khan, Preity Zinta, Saif Ali Khan,
Priyvanka Chopra, Javed Khan and
Celina Jaitley all of whom were un-
hurt. Shah Rukh, who arrived in India
today along with other troupe mem-
bers, said he would not be deterred

. from holding similar concerts abroad.
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Checklist

LTTE

For most Indians, the Tigers
are the obvious suspects. But
they couldn’t have been
behind the atfack, trying
hard as they are to mollify
New Delhi

Janatha Vimukthi

This Sinhala Buddhist and
Marxist-Leninist group is v
anti-Indian. But it's now
looking to New Delhi for help
in checking Tamil separatism

Jathika Hela Urumaya
This party of Buddhist monks
supported the agitation
against the concert but
changed its stand on the day
of the concert

Sinhala Urumaya
Radical party whose members
attacked monks after they
cailed off their protest against
the concert

P91 —

SHAH RUKH
explosion on Sunday.

AFP
[ o 1 =1 -

AS HERE The site of the

SHAKEN BUT SAFE Shah Rukh after
returning to india on Sunday.

“We were shocked but did not pan-
ic,” said the Indian deputy high com-
missioner, Mohan Kumar, who had at-
tended the show, “Shah Rukh himself
did not seem to be aware of the blast
and stopped only when told by the
organisers.”

“A lot of people, including those on
stage, thought it was part of the fire-
works,” a witness said. “Then, when

people saw some fans bleeding, they re-
alised something was terribly wrong.”

New Delhi issued a statement, say-
ing: “The government of India con-
demns this terrorist incident and the
perpetrators of this reprehensible
act. We are awaiting the results of the
Sri Lankan investigation.” The
Colombo police said a probe was un-
der way, but they had no suspects yet.
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The Sri Lankan President,
Mrs Chandrika Kum-
aratunga, on a five-day
“working” visit here, met
Dr Manmohan Singh,
today and considered
steps to be taken for
launching a ferry service
between the two countries
besides reviewing bilateral
cooperation in defence,
economic and other major
areas. She also briefed
Indian leaders on her gov-
ernment’s initiatives to
reopen stalled talks with
the Tamil Tigers.

Mrs Kumaratunga, on
her first visit here since the
UPA government assumed
office in May, will call on
Dr APJ Abdul Kalam on
Saturday.

5 N0V 2004 i

Dr Manmohan Singh and Mrs Cra

i S

ndrika Kumaratunga exchange

greetings at the PM's residence i New Delhi on Thursday. — PT

The Sri Lankan and
Indian delegations dis-
cussed bilateral coopera-
tion in fisheries, defence,
developmental projects, a
Line of Credit extended by
India to the island nation,
a ferry service between the
two countries, the Free
Trade Agreement ang the
Comprehensive Ecghomic

the MEA spokesman said.

On the status of the pro-
posed ferry service, he said
discussions were on. The
service is  proposed
between Tuticorin in Tamil
Nadu and Colombo. They
both expressed satisfac-
tion over the “excellent
cooperation” between the

/0 courtries, the

Cooperation A/gfeemem, _/spokesman said.
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/s Play the Colombo card \\.

N TWAR SINGH’S declaration that the
new government will step up defence
ties with Sri Lanka marks the maturity
and importance of ties between India
and its southern neighbour. The rela-
tions, as his Sri Lankan counterpart has
noted, have reached a point of irre-
versible excellence. But the countries
had overcome a difficult phase in the
Eighties when India involved itself in
the affairs of the island first in support
of Tamil militants, then as an honest
broker to resolve the ethnic dispute and
finally as a combatant seeking to sup-
press the LTTE.

India lost some 1,100 jawans in the op-
erations against the LTTE and in 1991,
Rajiv Gandhi was assassinated by a
gang of LTTE terrorists. The outfit has
since been outlawed not just by India,
but several other countries in the world,
including the US. However, there is con-
siderable support for the Eelam cause, if
not the LTTE in Tamil Nadu, particu-

larly the DMK allies of the new
tion government. With hindsight pér-
haps, the DMK, the LTTE and. Colombo
now realise that the provisions. “for
Tamil autonomy provided for in the In-
dia-Sri Lanka Accord of 1987 provided
for the most even-handed solution to the
problem. So, they now want India to join
the peace process that is being brokered
by the Norwegian government.

It is understandable that the new gov-
ernment has to walk a fine line. Home
Minister Shivraj Patil has made it clear
that there will be no change in the status
of the LTTE and the term of the multi-
disciplinary monitoring agency chaired
by the CBI to look into the conspiracy
angle in the Rajiv Gandhi assassination
has been extended by a year. For his
part, Mr Singh has wished the peace
process well, and hoped that a negotiat-
ed solution will be found that would
maintain the unity, territorial integri
and sovereignty of Sri Lanka. /y
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India will step up detence ties
with Sri Lanka: Natwar Singh

@ ‘Alliance I;artners in Tamil Nadu will be kept informed’

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, MAY 31. India will
take forward defence coopera-
tion with Sri Lanka and the alli-
ance partners from Tamil Nadu
in the Congress-led Govern-
ment will be kept informed of
“all these matters, including de-
fence,” the External Affairs Min-
ister, Natwar Singh, said today
after talks with his Sri Lankan
counterpart, Lakshman Kadir-
gamar.

Asked whether defence coop-
eration with Sri Lanka was pos-
sible with the DMK being part of
the ruling alliance, Mr. Singh
said the alliance partners would
be fully informed of the discus-
sions he had had. “They natu-
rally have an interest in it. They
are next door. But I don'’t see
any difficulty or problem or
hur le in this.”

Addressing a joint press con-
ference at South Block with Mr.
Kadirgamar, Mr. Singh con-
curred with the Sri Lankan For-
eign Minister that India could
play a role in the reconstruction
and rehabilitation of the island
nation’s war-torn areas, includ-
ing humanitarian work.

On whether a defence coop-
eration agreement under dis-
cussion would be signed by the
two countries, Mr. Singh said
that Mr. Kadirgamar would be
meeting the Defence Minister,
Pranab Mukherjee, apart from
having a separate session be-
tween officials. “We will take
this forward and fix the dates.”

“We’ve had an hour’s exten-
sive discussion on matters of
mutual interest, which have
covered political, economic, se-
curity and trade [issues]. These
discussions were, as they
should be, held in a frank and
free manner. Both countries at-
tach very high importance to
their bilateral relations.”

“As you know, India is com-
mitted to the sovereignty, terri-
torial integrity and the .nity ot
Sri Lanka in a federal system
and the Prime Minister [Man-
mohan Singh} has said that we
very much hope that a peaceful,
negotiated solution will be
found which will maintain the
unity, territorial integrity and

‘ments over the years

CLOSE TIES: The External Affairs Minister, Natwar Singh,

with his Sri Lankan counterpart, Lakshman Kadirgamar,
in New Delhi on Monday. — AFP

sovereignty of Sri Lanka and
satisfy all sections of the people
of Sri Lanka,” Mr. Singh said in
his opening remarks.

Mr. Kadirgamar, who is the
first Foreign Minister to visit the
country since the Congress-led
Government took power, stated
that India-Sri Lanka relations
had now reached a point of ‘ir-
reversible excellence’. Govern-
had
contributed to this, he said. He
also held discussions with the
new National Security Adviser,
J.N. Dixit, himself a former High

Commissioner to Sri Lanka.
Referring to the “multiparti-
san approach” to India within
Sri Lanka, Mr. Kadirgamar said
the two countries would con-
centrate on further improving
economic cooperation, special-
ly the comprehensive economic
partnership under discussion.
Looking forward to a new era
in bilateral relations, he cate-
gorically said that there had
been no reference to the “very
unfortunate question” of Rajiv
Gandhi’s assassination in his
discussions with Mr. Singh.
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“Not one word” was spoken on
the issue.

Mr. Kadirgamar denied that
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam had placed any “condi-
tion” when its political wing
leader, S.P. Thamilchelvan, said
on May 26 that the Interim Self-
Governing Authority (ISGA) for
the North-East be institutional-
ised before talks on core issues
could proceed with Colombo.

“I don't think it’s correct to
say that the LTTE has laid down
a condition for the resumption
of talks,” he said, pointing out
that the Tigers, in Colombo’s
assessment, were keen on re-
suming the peace talks.

As for the agenda for the
talks, discussions were going
on. The LTTE’s ISGA proposal,
submitted to the previous Unit-
ed National Party Government
on October 31, 2003, was “on
the table”. Equally, other views
had been expressed.

“Those are going to be mat-
ters of discussion. There’s no
question of take it or leave it at
all. These are all matters that are
going to be discussed between
the parties when they meet.
That’s all I can say at the mo-
ment. We will have to wait and
see when the talks resume, how
these talks are going to pro-
ceed.”

In response to a question,
Mr.Kadirgamar said that a sig-
nificant body of opinion in Sri
Lanka wanted India to play a
suitable role in evolving the
peace process and reaching a fi-
nal solution.

“That body of opinion exists
... it has not reached the point
where I can tell you with any
precision or definition what this
role is going to be. It looks as
though the role certainly can be
a role in the field of reconstruct-
ion, rehabilitation, humanitar-
ian work which the Indian
Government has always been
interested in, which all Sri Lank-
an Government have been in-
terested
dealing with the plight of the
people of the North and the East
who have been buffeted by war
for 20 years,” he said. The pa-
rameters of such a role would
have to be discussed further.

in because we are ~



Colombo push for
Delhi peace role T

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, May 31: Visiting Sri
Lankan foreign minister Laksh-
man Khadirgamar today reiter-
ated his request that Delhi play a
“bigger role” in the peace
process in Colombo.

During his hour-long meet-
ing with counterpart Natwar
Singh, he, however, avoided ask-
ing what the new regime’s stand
was on extraditing Tamil Tiger
chief Prabhakaran — accused of
masterminding Rajiv Gandhi’s
assassination —to India.

Khadirgamar spent most of
his time briefing Singh on the
status of Colombo’s peace talks
with the Tamil Tigers and how
the impasse could be broken. He
is the first foreign envoy to come
to India for talks since Manmo-
han Singh took over as Prime
Minister.

“In our country there is a
very strong body of opinion
across the board which wishes to
see India play a suitable role in
the evolution of our peace
process and the reaching of a
final settlement,” Khadirgamar
told journalists this afternoon.

But he conceded “it has not
reached a point where I can tell

Singh: Concern for Lanka

you with precision or definition
what this role is going to be”.

He suggested to Singh that
India could start by working on
reconstruction, rehabilitation
and humanitarian work in the
northern and eastern parts of
Sri Lanka. But the issue needed
“further discussions”, he added.

Singh said: “We are naturally
concerned and whatever help we
can give, we will naturally give.”

When the proposal was earli-
er placed before former foreign
minister Yashwant Sinha, Delhi
had wanted details on how it
could help. South Block officials
had asked if the money and ma-
terial India offered for recon-

str ctlon and rehablhtatlon
would be given to the Tamil
Tigers — as they were in control
of the northern and eastern
areas — or to the government in
Colombo.

The composition of Manmo-
han Singh’s United Progresswe
Alliance government — in
which the DMK, MDMK and the
PMK, all pro-Tamil Tiger, are
partners — would also be a cause
for worry for the Lankan govern-
ment as it could hamper cooper-
ation in many areas, particular-
ly defence.

But Singh seemed confident
this would not be a problem.
Claiming all discussions, includ-
ing those on defence coopera-
tion, would be held in a “frank,
fruitful and creative” atmos-
phere, he said: “We will keep our
alliance partners fully in-
formed.”

On the Tamil Nadu parties,
he said: “They have an interest
in it. They are next door.”

Khadirgamar did not blame
the Tamil Tigers for the impasse.
“The LTTE is keen to resume
talks. When it comes to the agen-
da of the talks, there is now a dis-
cussion going on. It is an ongoing
process. The discussion going on
is about what is to be discussed.”
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““Continuity in India-Sri Lanka ties

By Amit Baruah

T IS his third term as Foreign

Minister. Lakshman Kadirga-

mar, the articulate face of the

new Sri Lankan Government,
stopped over in New Delhi for talks
with the External Affairs Minister,
Yashwant Sinha, on his way back to
Colombo after attending an Econom-
ic and Social Commission for Asia
and the Pacific (ESCAP) meeting in
Shanghai.

Calling for an Indian role in the
soon-to-be-resumed peace process,
with the consent of the Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam, Mr. Kadirgamar
told The Hindu in an interview that
he hoped to be back here after a new
Government took over in May.

In Shanghai, Mr. Kadirgamar met
with the Chinese Vice-President, Qing
Hong, who was accompanied by State
Councillor, Tang Jiaxuan, the Foreign
Minister, Li Zhaoxing, and party po-
litburo member, Qian Qichen.

The Foreign Minister said he would
be in Washington on May 12 for a
meeting with the U.S. Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, and other mem-
bers of the Bush Administration.

Excerpts from the interview:

Question: What are the objectives
of your current visit to India?

Answer: [ went to China in the last
two days for the 60th anniversary cel-

dons of the founding of ESCAP. 1
was v keen to pay a bilateral visit,
however short it may be, to India ei-
ther on my way to China or on my
way back from China ...

I know it is campaign time here
and the External Affairs Minister,
Yashwant Sinha, was very kind to in-
terrupt his campaigning and come to
see me for a few hours. So, it is, I
would say, symbolic, and a manifes-
tation of continuity in our relation-
ship with India ...

The best thing that has happened
in Sri Lankan politics is the conver-
gence of wishes and intentions on
the part of all parties that our rela-

. tions with India should be main-
" tained at a special level of excellence.

What role do you think India can
play at the current juncture of the
peace process?

... For some time, many people
and parties in Sri Lanka, across the
political spectrum, have been saying
that India must play some role ...

Playing a role is rather a broad way
of expressing this feeling. We now
have to begin to talk with India with
the consent of the LTTE — that is
very important — because without
the consent of the LTTE which, after
all, is the principal negotiating part-
ner of any Sri Lankan Government
that has to address this problem, you

B\

“The best thing that has happened in Sri Lankan
politics is the convergence of wishes and
intentions on the part of all parties that

relations with India should be maintained
at a special level of excellence.”

can’t just bring in third parties like
that ...

Even the LTTE has from time to
time said that India must have a role.
So, the question of what the role
should be is a matter for discussion.
And, certainly, it has to be a discus-
sion with the LTTE also. There is no
question of the [Sri Lankan] Govern-
ment inviting India unilaterally to
play an undefined role.

I think we have reached a point,
and my own personal feeling is that
the Indian Government, whether it
be this Government or any other
Government, is receptive to the idea,
conceptually, of playing a role.

The reconstruction of the ([Sri
Lankan] North and the East is be-
coming the paramount considera-
tion in the conduct of the peace
process. By that I do not mean that
core issues must be forgotten forev-

in Sri Lanka. They virtually indicated
that they were withdrawing, at least,
for a while. :

I think the Norwegians realised, as
the months went by, that that was
not a particularly good position to
have taken. It seems clear that if an
invitation is extended to them to re-
sume a role in the peace process that
they would accept it.

Accordingly, the President spoke
to the Norwegian Ambassador in
Colombo, she spoke to the Norwe-
gian Prime Minister on April 22 and
the next step is that the Norwegian
Deputy Minister, who has been
handling this matter, is coming to Sri
Lanka on May 2, and Mr. [Erik] Sol-
heim and others are coming in the
middle of May. The Norwegian For-
eign Minister is also likely to come.

So, you will see, in the month of
May, these various developments go-

er. As you know, our Gov-
ernment has always been

INTERVIEW

ing on. We anticipate that

very keen that substantive negotia-
tions should take place on the so-
called core issues. The LTTE has
shown some reluctance to deal with
that matter in the same up-front way
in which we would like it to be dealt
with.

But, the bottom-line ... the basis of
agreement without any doubt is that
rehabilitation and reconstruction
must be addressed ... right up-front.

India could play a role in this?

That is the point at which it would
be easiest, least complicated for In-
dia to enter the scene. That is the
way [ visualise it; that is a skeletal
thought at the moment. I have a feel-
ing that we can build on that.

The Sri Lankan President, Chan-
drika Kumaratunga, has already in-
vited the Norwegians to resume
their role in the peace process.
Have you also had any contacts
with the LTTE?

Yes ... the peace process has been
stalled for almost a year now ... so,
when we start, it will be a cold start.
That means the Norwegians have to
be contacted again ... because you
will recall that shortly after the Presi-
dent took over the Ministry of De-
fence on November 4, 2003, the
Norwegians made a statement to the
effect that there was now a lack of
clarity in the Governmental structure
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the LTTE will, within a few
days, perhaps, formally indicate its
willingness to resume talking. Since
it's a cold start, there will have to be a
couple of rounds of discussion about
modalities, talks about talks, and the
structure of the talks ... because of
this long break.

The LTTE has been making it clear
that their dominant concern is the
interim administration. That, I be-
lieve, reflects their view that since re-
habilitation and reconstruction is the
predominant concern of the people
of the North and the East, with which
we also agree ... in the absence of
some kind of mechanism to handle
the disbursement of funds and get
these projects going it will not be
possible to start any work on the re-
construction side.

There is a convergence of certain
ideas and approaches. It is still a little
too early, as of today, to say how all
this is going to work out. The princi-
pal point is that there will be a re-
sumption of contact officially. Back
channels have been in operation for
some time.

Do you think the Karuna factor
(the abortive revolt by the LTTE’s
one time eastern commander in
March) might be an impediment to
beginning negotiations with the
LTTE?

I think it’s a little difficult to say

~> )
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because the Karuna situation is
somewhat confused. I don’t think
anybody really knows with certainty
the importance of this factor. The
LTTE has said that Karuna must be
found, eliminated ... At the moment,
1 think the situation is a little fluid.
We will have to wait and see how
they [the Tigers] perceive this Karuna
factor ... whether they perceive this
as an enormously difficult problem
in the way of resuming talks or
whether it’s a kind of side issue tGbe
dealt with, but not to be allowed to
become an obstacle. These are atti-
tudinal problems that will only be
sorted out after they surface. .
There is a sizable presence pf
LTTE-backed candidates in the Sri
Lankan Parliament as well as Sin-
hala hardliners. How do you see
that impacting on the politics of Sri
Lanka? !
This is a very, very interesting ahd
problematic situation for Sri Lanl%a.
The convergence of these forces,is
taking place for the first time in qur
long parliamentary history. It is Tor
the first time that a party of monks
has emerged formally ... in the last
Parliament we had one monk ...
Equally, for the first time, an
LTTE-sponsored or an LTTE proxy
party, has such a large bloc of [22]
seats. That has never happened be-
fore ... How the TNA [Tamil National
Alliance] is going to use this voting
strength from now on is problematic.
The obvious way of looking at it is
that they will use it to exercise lév-
erage on the Government of the eay
and, indeed, on the Opposition in're-
lation to what is to them probably
the sole issue that concerns theni -~
the ethnic question. That undoubt-
edly, in terms of parliamentary poli-
tics, introduces a whole neéw
dimension because votes ... can-be
used in other directions as welbZic
not merely on the ethnic question. It
can be used for leverage purposes in
the ordinary working life of Parlid-
ment.
I would say it’s too early to make
an assessment ... the fact that théy
voted with the Opposition ... on the
Speakership is not conclusive of the
way in which they will handle their
block from now on. We will have to
see, for instance, what their attitude
is going to be after [peace] talks start.
It is a new and complicating factor
in our politics that these forces have
emerged. One might also mention
the JVP (Janatha Vimukthi Perarhu-
na). The JVP has done enormously
well ... now they have 39 seats ... so
there are clear messages coming
from there also.
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"Proposed lndo-Lankan

March 26. — The proposed ferry
service between Rameswaram in
Tamil Nadu and Talaimannar in
north Sri Lanka, which could trig-
ger massive human traffic between
the two countries, would not be
feasible until the completion of the -+

peace process between the Sri
Lankan government and the
LTTE, sources in the Indian High
Commission said here.

“We (the Indian government)
have not said ‘no’ either to a land
bridge project or a ferry service
between the two countries,”
Indian officials here pointed out.
But the strident protests by the
Tamil Nadu chief minister, Miss
Jayalalitha, against a ferry service
citing increased militant activities
by the LTTE in the region, have
effectively put a stop to all work in
this area.

The ferry service would “inte-
grate the economies” of India and
- Sri Lanka and bring about a much-
- needed resurgence of the Tuticorin
port in India by encouraging trade
* In ilmenite available in abundance
in the Jaffna region in Sri Lanka.
But, “while there are clear eco-
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ferry service on i hold:

rouble for fi shc?rl?eny

COLOMBO, March 26. — The frequent
mid-sea encounters between Indian
fishermen and the Sri Lankan Navy
were triggered by the former poaching
in Lankan waters, near the Gulf of
Mannar, as close as five km from the Sri |
Lankan coast and not in Katchateevu
waters as it was widely believed, Indian
High Commission sources here said,
adding: “Katchateevu is only a red
herring” — SNS

nomic - justifications, a non-
alarmist view of the LTTE can only
be possible if a peace settlement is
reached. Clearly the ferry service is
tied to the peace process,” officials
pointed out. When the ferry ser-
vice was okayed by the Indian gov-
ernment and all the elaborate nec-
essary clearances were received
from the Ministries of External
Affairs, Home, Shipping and
Defence, the Indian High
Commission here was gearing
itself to process 800 visas a day.
Then came the protest from the
Tamil Nadu chief minister. “Miss
Jayalalitha has a genuine case. Our
resources, necessary to screen such
massive traffic, would

have been
sorely stretched.” '
/
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7 LTTE against India-Lanka defence

COLOMBO, Jan. 27. — Taking
serious note of the proposed
defence cooperation between
India and Sri Lanka, Tamil
Tiger rebels have said this could
tilt the balance of forces in the
island nation and damage an
already fragile truce between
the guerrillas and the govern-
ment troops.

“A military pact with India
would encourage the Sinhala

political leadership to take a
hard-line, belligerent attitude
towards the (minority) Tamils
and eventually destroy the
mutual trust between the
estranged communities, a cru-
cial factor necessary for the
consolidation and promotion of
peace,” LTTE’s chief peace
negotiator Anton Balasingham
was quoted as saying by the
pro-rebel TamilNet website.
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Church attacke?i:/% Roman
Catholic church wag torched
near here amid increasing
attacks  against  minority
Christians in this Buddhist-
majority country, police said
today. Dozens of men stormed
into the “Shrine of the Mother
Most Pure” at Mattegoda
overnight and escaped after
torching the premises, a church
member said. — Agencies
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