“Russia testﬂres
5th gefieration "
Topol-M missile

DADAN UPADHYAY q Q? ‘

MOSCOW, DECEMBER 24

RUSSIA today success-
fully test-fired a 5th genera-
tion Topol-M Inter-Conti-
nental Ballistic Missile
(ICBM) from a modern mo-
bile launching pad at the Ple-
setsk Cosmodrome, in the
Arkhangelsk region.

The Topol-M missile, an
improved version of its pre-
decessor, the Topol missile, is
expected to be deployed
soon. Silo-based Topol-M
systems are in service in the
Russian  Strategic Missile
Forces. In the future, Topol-
M missiles may be used both
insilo and mobile systems.

The test-firing was carried
out by the Strategic Missile
Forces in cooperation with
the Space Forces. Russian
Defence Minister Sergei
Ivanov and commander of
the Strategic Missile Force,
Gen. Nikolai Solovtsov wit-
nessed the test-firing.

“The main objective of
the test-firing of the Topol-M
missile was to confirm the
serviceability of the system,
evaluate its tactical, techno-
logical and flying characteris-
tics and measure the effi-
ciency of the new design,” the

press service of the Strategic
Missile Forces reported.

“The test-firing of the
Topol-M Inter-Continental
Ballistic Missile from the mo-
bile launcher, was carried out
under the Strategic Missile
Forces’ joint test plan,” it
said. “The pre-launch opera-
tions, the launch and the
flight was carried out strictly
under the set programme,” it
added. :

The first RS-12M Topol-
M ICBMs (S8S-X27 under
NATO classification) were
phased into service in 1997.
Four missile regiments with
Topol-M systems have al-
ready been put on combat
duty. According to official
data, each of them has six to
10 ICBMs. With its warhead,
the Topol-M missile is 22.7 m
long, has a 1.95 m diametre, a
472 metric ton launch
weight, a 1.2 metric ton pay-
load and a range of more
than 10,000 km.

The missile’s three en-
gines enable it to move at a
greater speed than the previ-
ous versions of the missile.
The several dozen auxiliary
engines and control equip-
ment that control the missile’s

trajectory also make its fligh
path difficult to track. ///
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West isolating

Ru

Associated Pkess
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MOSCOW, Dec. 23, —
President Vladimir Putin
today said that he valued
the partnership of Presi-
dent Bush, but voiced sus-
picion that the USA might
be behind “efforts to iso-
late” Russia.

With Russia already feel-
ing hemmed in by US bases
in formerly Soviet Central
Asia and US military train-
ers in Georgia, Mr Putin
has  taken issuc  with
Western and particularly
US activism in Ukraine,
where the presidential elec-
tion that sparked a weeks-
long crisis goes into a third
round this weekend.

His emotions came boil-
ing to the surface at a
three-hour Kremlin news
conference, during which
he took questions from 51
journalists.

Mr Putin was asked for a
reaction tooan interview in
which Puiish President Mr
Alcksander Kwasniewski
said that “for every supet-
power, Russia  without
Ukraine is better than
Russia with Ukraine.” “If
we interpret this (state-
ment by Kwasniewski) as

striving “to limit Russia’s
ability to develop relations
with its neighbours, then it
means a desire to isolate
the Russian Federation,”
Mr Putin said.

“I don’t think that is the
goal of US. policy,” he
said, but added he would
ask Bush about it when
they meet in Slovakia in
February. Mr Putin then
blamed the USA, for their
policy on Chechnya “aimed
at creating elements that
would destabilise the
Russian Federation.” The
comments were in line with
Mr Putin’s increasingly
combative attitude toward
the West and especially the
USA. The Kremlin is con-
vinced that the USA is
behind a campaign to
install  Ukraine’s  pro-
Western Opposition leader
Mr Viktor Yushchenko at
the helm of the nation
Russia has always regarded
as its main satellite.

Analysts close to the
Kremlin  have accused
Poland of working in
Ukraine at the behest of
the USA. President Kwa-
sniewski today told re-
porters in Warsaw that Mr
Putin’s remarks were
unfair.

s Puti



Left party to fight Pu

Fred Weir

Maoscow, November 13 } A \\
RUSSIAS ONCE-MIGHTY COILl
munist Party (KPRF), plagued by
internal strife and facing electoral
extinction, has embraced a sur-
prising late-life mission — to
champion democracy against the
encroachments of an increasingly
authoritarian Kremlin.

“We are ready to work with all
who support multi-party politics,
human rights and civic freedoms,”
says Vladimir Kashin, deputy
chair of the party and member of
its dwindling parliamentary cau-
cus. “The Communist Party is the
only organised force in Russia still
able to stand up for peoples’ power.”

President Vladimir Putin, who
enjoys vast constitutional powers
and an obedient two-thirds majori-
ty in Russia’s 450-seat State Duma,
has introduced sweeping measures
in recent months to eliminate elec-
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\
tions for regional governors, crack
down on independent civil society
groups and ensure that only big
Moscow-based parties can run for
parliament.

A new law put before the Duma
last week will condemn many small
regional parties to oblivion by re-
quiring any party to have a mini-
mum of 50,000 members in over
half of Russia’s 89 provinces before
it can participate in elections.

Only the KPRF, with its disci-
plined bloc of 50 Duma deputies,
has voted consistently against these
measures. Over the summer the
Communists joined with liberal
groups to mount street demonstra-
tions against Putin’s latest round of
reforms, which cancelled health
and housing benefits for war veter-
ans. “The Communists aren’t an id-
eal instrument for defending democ-
racy, but they’re all we have right
now,” says Viadimir Pribylovsky, pr-
esident of Panorama, an independ-

THE |

!L JQ'AI‘:\N - }:r;:S

power

t"think tank. “And I must admit
that they’re getting better at it.”

The party founded by Viadimir
Lenin in a smoke-filled London
meeting hall a century ago has en-
joyed far greater historical success
and a much longer lifespan than
many would have predicted.

For seven decades after the Russ-
ian Revolution of 1917 it ruled the
world’s largest country, and built a
totally state-run economy and ideo-
logically-ordered society. Though
the system ultimately failed, the Co-
mmunists at their peak commanded
a mighty superpower that won con-
verts worldwide and challenged the
capitalist West for global suprema-
cy. Putin has undermined the
KPRF’s appeal by stealing its thun-
der. The Kremlin has imposed tough
law-and-order, prosecuted wealthy
oligarchs, reinstated old Soviet sym-
bols and is trying to forge an eco-
nomic union with ex-Soviet neigh-
bours Belarus and Ukraine.
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Putin

(N

Fred Weir A
Moscow, September 13

PRESIDENT VLADIMIR Pu-
tin on Monday announced
sweeping measures to create
a single Russian security
force and beef up Kremlin
power in Russia’s far-flung
regions, as part of a national
strategy against terrorism.
The proposed changes in-
clude effective Kremlin ap-
pointment of Russia’s 89 re-
gional governors, who are
currently elected. Reforms
to the State Duma, the lower
house of parliament, will
eliminate local constituen-
¢y races in favour of elec-
tion by national party lists.
Half of the Duma’s 450 seats
are currently filled by con-
stituency contests, which te-
nd to send more independ-
ent deputies to parliament.
Critics are already denou-
ncing the plan as “anti-dem-
ocratic” but Putin said the
dramatic increase in Kre-
mlin authority is necessary
because “the organisers of
terror attacks are aiming at
the disintegration of the st-
ate, the breakup of Russia”.
Putin added that Russia’s
security forces would be
amalgamated and placed un-
der consolidated leadership.
“We need a single organisa-
tion capable of not only
dealing with terror attacks
but also working to avert
them, destroy criminals in
their hideouts, and if neces-
sary, abroad,” Putin said.
Experts have pointed out
that the threat to strike
overseas enemies lacks tee-
th. Russia possesses nothi-
ng like the US armed forces’
vast airlift capability; its ar-

o\

senal contains no weapon
comparable the the Ameri-
can Tomahawk cruise mis-
sile, and Russia’s only air-
craft carrier, the Kuznetsov,
never sails far from its Arc-
tic home port.

“Putin’s claims are just
words,” says Alexander Go-
1tz, an independent security
expert. “Our army is not ab-
le to move military units fr-
eely around Russia, much
less abroad.”

The Russian armed forces

beefs u

will acquire just 14 new
tanks next year, he says, wh-
ich is a huge improvement
over previous post-Soviet ye-
ars, which saw almost zero
procurement.

“We have no modern wea-
pons in serial production,
and recent increases in the
defence budget have been sw-
allowed up by our military-
industrial complex with no
visible results,” he says.

Earlier, Defence Minister
Sergei Ivanov said Russia

will cooperate more closely
with the US in the war on
terror. “We have talked tw-
ice with (US Defence Secre-
tary Donald) Rumsfeld re-
cently,” he said. “It is easier
for us to find grounds for
understanding with the US
than with some European
countries.”

Russia was angered re-
cently when leaders of Hol-
land and France asked for an
“explanation” of what hap-
pened at the school siege

p Kremlin power to fight terror

AP
A shopkeeper watches a TV broadcast of President Vladimir Putin during a meeting of the Russian Cabinet in Moscow on Monday.

Beslan, North Ossetia, where
330 people died after security
forces and terrorists fought a
10-hour gunbattle.

“Our political elite feels
close to the administration
of George W. Bush because
they don’t ask any ques-
tions about what's going on
in Russia’s domestic policy,”
says Goltz. But substantial
cooperation in the global
war on terror is hindered by
continuing Cold War suspi-
cions, he adds.

Caucasus conflict
cauldron sizzles

Agencies
Moscow, September 13

FEARS ARE growing in
the North Caucasus that
the Beslan school siege is
close to re-igniting a deca-
des-old ethnic conflict in
the volatile region.

Russian media reports
say people from neighbou-
ring Chechnya and In-
gushetia have begun leav-
ing North Ossetia, fearing
reprisals over the tragedy.

Some Beslan residents
say they want revenge, sei-
zing on reports that there
were Ingush among the
hostage-takers.

A local official said sev-
eral had asked for the
hostage-takers’ addresses.

Komsomolskaya Pravda
newspaper quoted the offi-
cial as saying that many
people had contacts in the
local administration and it
was possible that such in-
formation had already ch-
anged hands. “Relatives...
are standing there with
their rifles and are ready
to go to take revenge,” the
official said.

Beslan resident Irina
Parfiyeva told the Moscow
Times: “We have fought

AP

An Ossetian policeman with a sniffer dog searches a
classroom in a school in Beslan on Monday.

the Ingush with weapons
in our hands. Today, our
men are ready to go after
them once again.”

A territorial dispute be-
tween mostly Christian
North Ossetia and Muslim
Ingushetia led to fighting in
1992. Experts say a new
conflict could further desta-
bilise the North Caucasus.

There are reports that so-
me ethnic Ingush in North
Ossetia are now afraid to
send their children to
schools and other public
places, fearing retaliatory

attacks. Some Ossetians
have already started asking
strangers questions to che-
ck who they are, reports
say. The radio station Ekho
Moskvy reported quoting
listeners in the region that
some Ingush families had
begun fleeing North Osse-
tia on Wednesday.
Meanwhile, Ossetian st-
udent Alan Khadikov said
all Ingush and Chechen
students from the universi-
ty in the North Ossetian
capital Vladikavkaz had
been sent out of the region.

e



Russia threatens strikes
.+ on terror bases

o
Agencies 07 C\\O\

Y \
MOSCOW, Sept. 8. —kussia today
threatened to launch pre-emptive
strikes on terrorist bases anywhere
in the world as it announced a re-
ward of $10 million for information
that could help “neutralise” rene-
gade Chechen warlords Aslan Mas-
khadov and Shamil Basayev, said to
be the masterminds behind the Be-
slan school carnage.

The announcements came hours
after a chilling video from inside the
school seized by the masked gunmen
last week was broadcast on televi-
sion, providing first hand glimpse of
horror with hundreds of people hud-
dled in the gymnasium,

“We will take any action to elimi-
nate terrorist bases in any region of
the world. But this does not mean
we will carry out nuclear strikes,”
Russia’s Chief of Staft General Yuri
Baluyeveski said.

He said Russia’s action would be
determined by the concrete situation
wherever it may be in the world. “Mi-
litary action is the last resort in the
fight against terrorism.”

Pointing out the involvement of
Basayev and Maskhadov in the
bloodiest terror attack in the country
that claimed over 330 lives, Russian
security service FSB offered a $10

Chechen warlords Shamil Basayev (top) and
Aslan Maskhadov

million (300 million roubles) reward
to those providing “reliable informa-
tion” about the two Chechen war-

THE STATESMA#N

12 hostage-takers

identified

MOSCOW, Sept. 8. — Twelve of the Be-
slan school hostage-takers have been
identified, a senior Russian official said
today, quoted by Interfax. “We have es-
tablished the identities of 12 of the ban-
dits who took part in the attack on

. —school number one in Beslan,” deputy

state prosecutor Mr Sergei Fridinsky
said. He said some of those identified
were also known to have taken part in
attacks in North Ossetia and Ingushetia
in June that left dozens dead. — AFP

lords “leading to the neutralisation of
these people.” “Shamil Basayev and
Aslan Maskhadov have committed
inhuman terrorist acts on the territo-
ry of the Russian Federation resull-
ing in irreplenishable losses,” an FSB
release said.
Govt promise

North QOssestia President Alexander
Dzasokhov today promised his gov-
ernment would step down amid crit-
icism for its handling of the Beslan
school hostage siege.

China announces aid
Chinese President Mr Hu lJintao
today condemned the recent terror
attacks in Russia as “‘atrocious ter-
rorist acts” and announced material
aid worth $1.2 million to the victims,

/
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“Russia warns West not
to meddle in Chéthnya

Moscow, Sept. 9 (Reuters):
Foreign minister Sergei
Lavrov warned the West not to
meddle with Russia’s Chech-
nya policy today in the wake of
a bleody hostage crisis, high-

lighting a growing rift over the
issue between former Cold
War foes.

He said, in a reference to
British and US offers of asy-
lum to spokesmen for Chechen
rebel leader Aslan
Maskhadov, that the West was
directly interfering in an in-
ternal issue. “When our west-
ern partners say we should re-
examine our policy, what you
call our tactics I would advise
them not to interfere in our
Russian internal affairs,” he
said. “Some try to interfere by
offering political asylum to
terrorists who are directly
linked to the Chechen
tragedy.”

Atleast 326 hostages — half
of them children — died in
last Friday’s chaotic storming
of School No. 1 in Beslan,
southern Russia, after it was
seized by gunmen demanding
Chechen independence. An-
other 356 are still in hospital.

Russia blames Maskhadov
and warlord Shamil Basayev
for Beslan and other Chechen-
related violence and links
them to groups who conducted
attacks such as the September
11, 2001, strikes on US cities
and the Madrid train bombing
in March this year

President Vladimir Putin
has promised to investigate
the hostage raid properly.
Today, Alexander Dzasokhov

— the president of North Os-
setia, where the hostage
drama took place - sacked his
government, Russian news
agencies reported. Though the
EU and the US have been
quick to condemn the latest
string of violence, they have
infuriated Moscow by press-
ing it to deal with the root
causes and address the griev-
ances of the Chechen people.

Mikhail Gorbachev, Soviet
President when the Chechnya
crisis started, also called today
for talks with the rebels.
Putin, speaking after the
hostage drama, said the de-
mands for the Kremlin to ne-
gotiate with separatist rebels
were akin to inviting Osama
bin Laden to the White House
for dialogue.

Russia has instead sought

to end Chechen demands for
independence by force of
arms, fighting two wars there
since the collapse of the Soviet
Union in 1991 saw long-sup-
pressed ethnic and national
tensions boil over into vio-
lence. “This policy is support-
ed by the Chechen people
which voted in a referendum
for a constitution to keep the
Chechen people in the Russia
Federation,” said Lavrov,

Defence minister Sergei
Ivanov, a close Putin ally, today
repeated threats to stage pre-
emptive strikes on militant
bases outside Russia, Russian
news agencies said.

Today was the fifth an-
niversary of a midnight bomb
blast which destroyed an
apartment block in Moscow,
killing nearly 100 people.

Grieving residents of Beslan comfort each other in the
destroyed school gymnasium. (AFP)

THE TELEGRAPH

Rebel prize
on Putin head

Moscow, Sept. 9 (Reuters):
Chechen rebels, in a swift
reply to a Russian bounty
offer for their leaders, prom-
ised today to give $20 million
to anyone helping them to
capture President Vladimir
Putin,

Yesterday, the govern-
ment offered $10 million for
information that would help
track down the two main
Chechen leaders. “We offer
an award of $20 million to
conntries or individuals who
give the Chechen republic
help in detaining war crimi-
nal Vladimir Putin,” said a
statement on rebel websites.

10 SEP 2004




‘Hostages’ parents first launched attack’

Chechen leader
planned to kill
Blair, attack UK

Agencies
Moscow, September 6

THE ASSAULT on the
seized school building in
the south Russian town of
Beslan was launched by fu-
rious parents and relatives
even as the Kremlin had no
plans to use force to seek
the release of over 1000
hostages, local media on
Monday reported.

“It seems that personnel
of local riot police, flying
squads — fathers of hos-
tage children and volun-
teers manning the security
cordon and bystanders lau-
nched the assault,” an un-
named federal security offi-
cer was quoted as saying by
Izvestia daily.

Giving details of the
bloody end to the 52-hour
long siege, an Izvestia cor-
respondent, who was on the
spot, said no explosion was
heard in the beginning.

“It all began with firing
of few shots turning into
intensive firing, only a
minute later an explosion
was heard,” Izvestia writes.

The firing was most
probably started by the lo-
cal volunteers manning the
security cordon, which in-

-cluded parents and rela-
tives serving in the local po-
lice and law enforcement
bodies, it reported. Russian
anti-terror experts share
the opinion that it was im-
possible to avoid casualties,
as the assault was sponta-
neous, provoked by hostage
takers and turned into an
ordinary street gunbattle.

According to another dai-
ly Vremya Novostyei at the
time of the beginning of
the assault on the fateful
Friday the crack FSB com-
mando teams “Alpha” and
“Vympel” had not even de-
fined the sectors of respon-
sibility as there were no
plans for use of force.

“Alpha” commando team,
famous for killing the un-
popular Afghan President
Hafizulla Amin after cap-
turing his highly fortified
palace in Kabul 1970s, could
join the assault only 30 min-
utes later, as they were as-

signed a different task.

* “Due to unplanned and

spontaneous assault ‘Alpha’
and ‘Vympel’ suffered the

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

IN MEMORIAM A girl weeps while laying flowers for Beslan victims outside the sieged school on Monday.

largest ever casualties
since their founding in ear-
ly 1970s,” Vremya Novostyei
reported quoting an officer
of the FSB- the successor of
ex-Soviet KGB.

Quoting FSB sources
Kommersant daily reported
that three commandos of
‘Alpha’ and 7 of ‘Vympel’
died in the security opera-
tion and up to 31 were
wounded, an unprecedent-
ed high loss of life in the
special anti-terror teams.

Meanwhile, the editor of
Izvestia stepped down on
Monday, in what he and me-
dia analysts linked to the pa-
per’s critical coverage of the
Russian authorities’ han-
dling of the school seizure.

: RUSSIAN PRESIDEN’{' Vladmnr . tht has been gomg:on Tor 10 vears,
but _because mternauonal terrdrism
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Press Trust of India
London/Moscow, Sept 6

THE CHECHEN warlord
behind the Russian school
bloodbath had plotted to
kill British Prime Minister
Tony Blair and is planning
new attacks on British soil,
said a media report.

Chechen militants, led
by Shamil Basayev, target-
ed Blair for assassination
during Queen Elizabth II's
Golden Jubilee in 2002 — a
plot that could also have
killed the Queen, Prince
Charles and his sons
William and Harry, The
Sunday Express said guot-
ing security sources.

Counter-terrorism chie-
fs have identified an inter-
national school in London
as a “source of concern”.

According to the report,
it is a likely target because
of the large number of
wealthy Russian students
who study there.

The security chiefs also
believe that the savage
slaughter at Beslan is evi-
dence that Basayev is now
frustrated and “out of co-
ntrol” and is a major thre-
at to soft targets in Britain.

The “credible” threat to
Blair led to a massive in-
crease in security before
the royal celebrations in
June 2002. However, the
Chechen link to the terror
threat had been secret un-
til now.

British security chiefs
are also preparing a new
warning for airport securi-
ty chiefs that will highlight
the potential danger posed
by female suicide bombers
who use Muslim dress to
avoid detection.

This follows the down-
ing of Russian airliners by
Chechen “black widow”
terrorists last week.

REUTERS
Relatives cry during the
funeral of a I5-year-old
hostage in Beslan on
Monday.

Missing chopper

A Russian military heli-
copter with a three-man
crew on board has gone mi-
ssing on its way from the
restive southern province
of Chechnya, said Interfax
news agency on Monday,
Reuters adds.

Interfax quoted a mili-
tary source in Chechnya as
saying the Interior Min-
istry helicopter disappe-
ared on Sunday evening on
its way from the Khankala
military base near the
Chechen capital Grozny to
the neighbouring region of
Ingushetia.

The source said a search
operation had so far found
nothing. Military helicop-
ters are frequent targets of
Chechen separatist rebels.

More than 300 people,
half of them children, died
in a hostage drama blamed
on Chechen rebels last
week in the neighbouring
province of North Ossetia.
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“ Beslan is Russia’s 9/11: It will change the world, writes WILLIAM REES-MOGG

been adjusting to the consequences
of 9/11. That one event has dominat-
ed American politics and policy. It
has divided the Nato alliance, with ¥

IN the padt three years, the world has

France and Germany taking one line and [ it

the USA and Britain another. In both the
USA and Britain, it has been the central §
issue of political debate. It has been a
major influence on the increasingly
unstable world market for oil. It has been
the crucial event in the growth of Islamic
terrorism.

On the day of 9/11, I was asked to write
a short piece reacting to the event. I
thought that the nearest to a comparable
date was 7 December 1941, the day of #%
Pearl Harbour, 60 years before. The &g
American people responded to that with
an absolute determination to destroy the
power which had attacked them. They
have done so again. President Roosevelt
called it “a date which will live in infamy”.
The consequences included the dropping
of the first nuclear bomb on Hiroshima;
in many ways they persist in influencing
the present.

Many other people saw 9/11 in the
same way. Like Pearl Harbour or the
assassination of Archduke Franz
Ferdinand in Sarajevo on 28 June 1914, 9/11
was one of the days which changed the world.
Now we have to ask whether the hostage-tak-
ing of the schoolchildren of Beslan on 1
September 2004, the 65th anniversary of the
outbreak of World War II, was another of
these historic tragedies. In Russia, at least,
that is how it has already been understood.

Beslan is for the Russians another terrible
event which changes everything. It changes
many of the major factors of world relations,
the future of Russia itself, including the future
of the Putin presidency, the war against ter-
rorism, including both Russian and Western
relations with Islam, the response to nuclear
proliferation, the basic relationship between
Russia, Furope and the USA, the probable
outcome of the American election and possi-
bly even of the next British election, the future
of the world oil market, the future of West
Asia, and particularly of Iraq, Iran and Saudi
Arabia, even the economic development of
the emerging superpower, China.

Beslan is what strategists call “a low-proba-
bility, high-impact event”. Potentially it chan-
ges everything. One must not undersstimate
the sheer impact of the horror of the event
itself. It is something people find very hard to
‘contemplate. The people who planned this
massacre are every bit as evil as the SS men
who ran Auschwitz. There is a blank horror

ﬂ;iabcmt what they did to young children which
o g

o X .
A woman breaks down as she lays ﬂowers in front of the representatwe office of North Ossetia in Moscow AFP

fortunately has few parallels in the history of
evil. It is important to hold onto that because
the world’s sense of horror will influence
everything that will follow. A certain degree
of wickedness is never forgotten or forgiven,
whatever its motive or political justification.

One can however start by asking some
practical questions, issues which are of unav-
oidable and therefore of legitimate concern.
How, for instance, might Beslan affect Russi-
an or Arab oil supplies, on which the world ec-
onomy depends? That is not a cynical ques-
tion. The oil inflation of the ‘70s destroyed
two or three US presidents, a German chan-
cellor, a French president, a couple of prime
ministers in Britain, and even contributed to
the defeat of the Gang of Four in China and
fatally undermined the Soviet Union’s Brezh-
nev regime. It damaged the world economy
and grossly impoverished the Third World.
Such far-reaching events require analysis.

In the past decade, oil prices were surpris-
ingly low; that led to under-investment in the
development of new supplies, while the rapid
growth of the Chinese economy increased
global demand beyond all market projections.
At the same time, the growing Russian oil su-
pplies were stolen by the oligarchs or klepto-
crats of the Yeltsin era; the present Russian
government — quite reasonably — wants to re-
cover Russia’s oil from the men who sold it to
themselves, at knockdown prices, in the “90s.

~.One day that shook Russnaw

The world oil market now largely centres
on four countries, all of which lie on the fault-
line of Islamic terrorism: Russia, Saudi
Arabia, Iraq and Iran. Osama bin Laden, the
Al-Qaida leader, comes out of the Saudi oil
industry. His family culture is that of an
Islamic oil man. The US President, George
Bush, has himself had experience in the oil
industry and was Governor of Texas, the lead-
ing oil state. Both men know that terrorism’s
strongest weapon is the potential ability to dis-
rupt global oil supplies. The oil element in the
war on terrorism is not a cynical American
ploy; oil is the economic base of the war, and
that is well understood by both sides.

The men who planned Beslan want to
destabilise Russia, and particularly to under-
mine President Putin, whom they see as their
most formidable Russian enemy. That is true
whether the terror was planned by Chechen
nationalists or by Islamic radicals, or by some
mixture of the two. The Beslan siege has
indeed had some initial effect in destabilising
Russia and weakening Putin. Yet, I expect
that he will survive this ctisis, for the same rea-
son that Beslan may be helping to re-elect
Bush. Democracies do not like war, but when
they are engaged in a war, they tend to back
the strongest leaders, such as Lioyd George in
1916, Churchill and Roosevelt in 1940, De
Gaulle in 1958, or Anel Sharon repeatedly in
Israel.
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The Western nations have an overrid-
ing interest in the economic and pelitical
stability of Russia — though after 175
years of blood, the Chechen problem will
be at least as difficult to solve as those of
Ireland or Cyprus. Beslan has reinforced
the American understanding that it is at
war, and is indeed under direct threat.
Bush is their war leader, even if
I American voters might prefer John
Kerry’s domestic policies. Putin is an
authority figure; he is the toughest
Russian leader since the end of the Soviet
Union. That may be what the Russians
need; it is almost certainly what they pre-
fer.

After oil, there is the issue of nuclear
proliferation. Whoever is elected US
B President ~ and it will probably now be
Bush — Iran will have nuclear weapons
and ballistic missiles inside the next term
of office, perhaps by the end of 2005. No
one knows how to prevent that. The basic
choices of policy are to do nothing, to
apply political pressure, to impose eco-
nomic sanctions or to use military force.
It is certain that Bush would go higher up
this scale of response than Kerry. The
Cheney-Rumsfeld team, though, might
be willing to go the whole way. Putin has
more reason to accept a strong line with Iran
than he had before. Iran is involved in most of
the terrorist plots in West Asia, and plays a big
part in keeping Iraq destabilised. Russia has
been committed by Beslan to the war against
terrorism, and Iran is on the side of the
enemy.

What about China? There was an interest-
ing clue in the coverage of Beslan on CCTV-
9, China’s world television news service. The
hostage-takers were called “separatist rebels”.
China does not support “separatist rebels” in
China or anywhere else. Islamic terrorism
seems to be a loose network; 1 doubt if there
can be any central strategic controller. There
is a strategic idea of uniting radical Islam
against the non-Islamic world. Yet, such a
strategy also makes the rest of the world more
united against the terrorists.

Strategically, Beslan pushes Russia, which
is a major power and a nuclear one, towards
working with the USA against terrorism and
in West Asia. China and India have similar
motives and a similar fear of terrorism.
Europe remains as doubtful as ever, but
becomes less important. Objectively, as the
Marxists used to say, the Chechen separatists
have strengthened Bush; they have pushed
Russia towards supporting his policy and they
have helped him to win re-election.

— The Times, London.



‘Numbed Russia buries 1ts dead toll climbs

Agence France-Presse
Beslan, September 5

MOTHERS WITH tears flow-
ing down their faces and
men trying hard to hide their
emotions buried their chil-
dren and relatives as the
death toll from Russia’s
worst ever hostage crisis
climbed towards 400.

Dozens of well wishers
laid red carnations and bot-
tles of water at the wreckage
of School Number One, its
charred remains a haunting
memory to a three-day stand-
off that ended with some of
the most violent scenes in
modern Russian history. The
water bottles were a stark
symbol of how the children
were left without water or
food by captors who were de-
manding independence for
separatist Chechnya.

“Why? What for? What
for?” wept one woman over
one of two coftiiis set under a
blue tarp in a courtyard in
this town of 40,000, where
seemingly everyone knew
someone who was affected
by the attacks.

Under overcast skies, the
men stood silently on the
sidelines according to tradi-
tion and prepared huge pots
over a wood fire for the
solemn post-burial meal.

Some 22 people were to be
laid to rest on Sunday and
‘he Patriarch of Russia’s Or-

thodox church, Alexy I,
asked that a mass be held in
every church across the
country to remember the vic-
tims of the siege.

Toll figures continued to
swing wildly, with the official
toll standing at 338 people,
with more than 400 others in
hospital. But one worker at a
main morgue in theregion

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

said that nearly 400 bodies
have already come in.

“As of yesterday. we have
tagged 394,” said Vita, a med-
ical worker at the Vladi-
kavkaz morgue. “Some of
the bodies are so mutilated
the relatives can’t recognise
them, so we are taking sam-
ples of hair and blood,” she
said.
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Amid a wave of attacks
linked to Chechnya that have
now Killed hundreds in just
over a week, President
Vladimir Putin — who rose
to power on a law and order
ticket — vowed before the na-
tion to toughen up security
and admitted to some “weak-
ness” in the past.

Addressing the nation on

’
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television a day after the
school hostage-taking in sou-
thern Russia ended in car-
nage, Putin admitted failings
by law enforcement agencies
and said he would act to bol-
ster the country’s security.
“We have shown weakness
in the face of danger and the
weak get beaten up,” said
Putin, who had flown earlier

REUTERS
Fatima Tetova, mother of Irina (13) and Alina (12), cries during their funeral in Beslan on Sunday. (Right) Relatives of ll-year-old Alina Khubetseva at her funeral.

to Beslan. A shaken Putin ad-
mitted Russian weakness in
the face of an “all-out war”
by terrorists. He said Rus-
sians must mobilise against
terrorism and promised
wideranging reforms to
toughen security forces and
purge corruption.

“We have not paid due at-
tention to defence and secu-

rity issues. We will, in the
near future, take steps aimed
at strengthening the unity of
the country.” he said in the
10-minute address shown on
both state television chan-
nels on Saturday evening.

The interior minister of
North Ossetia resigned with-
in hours of Putin’s com-
ments.

Putin, who despite tough
talk and nearly five years of
conflict in Chechnya has
failed to rein in separatist
rebels or stop a spate of at-
tacks across Russia, faces the
most serious challenge of his
four-and-a-half-year  presi-
dency with the horrific end
to the hostage-taking.

He, however, made no di-
rect reference to Chechnya
in his 10-minute address.

Anxious relatives were
scouring lists of names, des-
perately searching for their
loved ones still missing after
the chaos and bloodshed.
The three-day hostage drama
ended in hightmarish scenes
described by the press as the
“worst possible scenario”.

Responding to the interna-
tional anger and horror at
the carnage, Putin said the
special forces who had been
amassed outside the school
since the start of the crisis
had not intended to storm
the building. But events had
“unfolded very rapidly and
unexpectedly.”

‘ ”lbe» cxrﬁy built até dif

ferentsite” North Osset-

. ian government spoke
. sman LevDzngayey told

Rossia TV e¢hannel.
After clearing of mi-
nes and hooby traps pla-
nted by the terrorists,
‘the devastated school bu-
ilding was opened today
for the relatives to pay
homage to thelr Joved
ones. The school's: 74+
year—oid PT teacher Yan:

wen he tried 10
. mﬂxtants mxt
bo ]




" Terror strikes in Russm
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N UNPRE ENTED wave
of terrorist attacks in Russia

that climaxed in the bloody

school hostage drama in the
southern town of Beslan last week
has signalled a quantum jump in
Chechnya-related violence. While in
the past terrorism was linked to and
fuelled by Chechen separatism, to-
day it draws its strength from inter-
national terror networks.

The sheer scale and coordination
of the latest terror strikes. demon-
strated a level of planning and execu-
tion Chechen rebels never showed
before. Within the space of one week
militants coordinated a series of at-
tacks against civilian targets outside
Chechnya. On August 24 two Russian
airliners were brought down by
bomb blasts killing 90 passengers
and crew. The explosives were ap-
parently carried on board by female
suicide bombers of Chechen origin
and detonated within nine seconds
of each other, as was registered by
flight recorders. Days later another
suicide bomber detonated 2 kg of ex-
plosives outside a Moscow metro sta-
tion, killing 11 and wounding over 50
people. The next day an armed group
attacked a school in southern Russia
and took hostage over 1000 children,
their parents and teachers.

The gang that captured the school
displayed unheard-of ferocity. It is
for the first time that Chechen rebels
targeted children. It is also for the
first time that they started killing
hostages when no force was used
against them. The 52-hour siege end-
ed in a carnage on Friday when ter-
rorists blew up the mined
gymnasium where most of the hos-
tages were held and tried to break
out of the building using the cover of
fleeing children.

In another first in the history of
Russian terrorism a foreign-based
group took responsibility for some of
the attacks. The Al-Qaeda-linked “Is-
lambouli Brigades” said its “shahidi”
downed the Russian planes and
bombed the Moscow metro station.
Out of 32 attackers killed in the com-
mando storming of the seized school
on Friday, nine were identified as
Arabs and one as an African.

Chechen rebels are known to have
long-standing ties with the Taliban
and Al-Qaeda. Taliban-ruled Afghan-
istan was the only country that rec-
ognised breakaway Chechnya and
opened its embassy in Kabul. Mos-
cow at the time condemned the
move as an attempt “to create a ter-
rorist international.”

There is eyence that the “terror-

R

By Vladimir Radyuhin

The immediate goal of the Beslan raid was to
spread violence beyond Chechnya and set
Russia’s entire North Caucasus on fire.

— -

ist international” has now matured
and taken over the Chechen rebel
movement. Responsibility for the Be-
slan hostage raid has been claimed
“Salakhin Riadus Shahidi,” a group
led by Chechnya’s notorious warlord,
Shamil Basayev, and linked to Al-
Qaeda. Security experts believe that
Basayev received funding for the Be-
slan hostage-taking and other attacks
from an Al-Qaeda operative of Saudi
origin, Abu Omar al-Saif. He who
pays calls the tune.

The Russian President, Vladimir
Putin, described the Beslan attack as
“direct aggression by international
terrorism against Russia.” One rea-
son why terrorists declared war on
Russia at this point is that they fear
losing Chechnya as their stronghold
in Russia. Mr. Putin has launched a
large-scale programme of peaceful
rehabilitation of the war-ravaged re-
gion. The Centre has increased allo-
cations for rebuilding Chechnya's
economy this year by 40 per cent, to
nearly $170 million in an effort to
create more jobs and reduce the
nearly 70 per cent unemployment
that makes young people easy prey
for rebel recruiters. Since last year
Chechnya has an elected leader, and
even though the first Kremlin-backed
President of Chechnya, Akhmad Ka-
dyrov, was assassinated in a bomb
attack in May, the process of handing
over power in the region from the
Russian military to the Chechen ad-
ministration has not been interrupt-
ed. A week ago Chechnya elected
another Kremlin loyalist, Alu Alkha-
nov, as its President. Terrorists ap-
parently timed their attacks to
coincide with the election to play
down the significance of this victory
for Moscow.

The immediate goal of the Beslan
raid was to spread violence beyond
Chechnya and set Russia’s entire
North Caucasus on fire. In 1999 Ba-
sayev led a Chechen rebel invasion of
neighbouring Dagestan under the
slogan of setting up a pan-Caucasian
halifat. In June this year a large rebel
group attacked two towns in Ingush-
etia killing nearly 100 people. This
time terrorists aimed to trigger a new
ethnic conflict between North Osse-
tia and Ingushetia. The two Russian
regions neighbouring Chechnya
clashed in 1992 over a disputed bor-
der territory, when Ingush crowds

Nty

marched into North Ossetia’s Prigo-
rodny Dictrict in an attempt to re-
claim land where they lived before
Stalin exiled them to Central Asia af-
ter World War Two. It took Moscow
great efforts to end the conflict,
which claimed hundreds of lives and
saw a massive eviction of Ingush resi-
dents from their homes in North Os-
setia. It is Ingush militants who made
up the core of the gang that seized
the school in Beslan and there are
fears that Ossetins will now try to
take revenge on the neighbouring
people. Their hostility is aggravated
by the fact that North Ossetia is the
only predominantly Christian terri-
tory in North Caucasus surrounded
by Muslim regions. Also, the Ingush
are closely related to the Chechens
and are largely seen as sympathising
with the Chechen rebel resistance.

“This attack (in Beslan) can blow a
precarious balance of inter-confes-
sional and inter-ethnic relations in
the region,” Mr. Putin said in tele-
vised remarks. “We will do every-
thing we can to prevent the situation
from taking such a turn.”

A new conflict in North Caucasus
may also upset a wider balance of
power in the region. Addressing the
nation after the Beslan tragedy, Mr.
Putin said Russia’s enemies sought
to tear off parts of the country. He
appeared to be hinting at Georgia,
whose President, Mikhail Saakashvi-
li, has vowed to reimpose Georgia’s
control over the breakaway regions
of South Ossetia and Abkhazia. Rus-_
sia’s peacekeepers deployed in South
Ossetia are the only factor that keeps
Thilisi from using force against the
enclave, which voted in a referen-
dum to unite with their brothers in
Russia’s North Ossetia. Ethnic tur-
moil between North Ossetia and In-
gushetia could tie Russia’s hands and
enable Georgia to redraw the map of
North Caucasus. Significantly, Mr.
Saakasvili said in a recent interview
that Chechen and Ingush people can
be Georgia’s allies in its struggle to
restore territorial integrity. In his ad-
dress to the nation, Mr. Putin also hit
out at Georgia’s Western supporters.

“There are those who want to tear
off parts of Russia and those who
help them. They help, supposing that
Russia, as one of the biggest nuclear
powers, still poses a threat to them,
so they have to get rid of that threat,”
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the Russian leader sald “Terr
of course merely an instrun
achieving this goal.”

Terrorism may also be ar
ment in the internal power
in Russia. Chechnya has lo
used as such an instrument.
the then President, Boris Yelt
troops to Chechnya to b
plummeting popularity with
victorious war. In 1999 the
clan and powerful business
timed the launching of the
second Chechen war with
dential election campaign t
their hand-picked successo:
Yeltsin to power. Mr. Putin h
turned against his benefacto:
ing to reassert government
over Russia’s rich oil resourc
Mr. Yeltsin sold out to Kreml
ed oligarchs and encroachi
their oil windfall.

Russia’s most outspoken p
leader, Vladimir Zhironovsky,
of those who thinks that the
surge in terror strikes in Rt
linked to an intensifying
struggle in Russia. In a televis
terview after the Beslan trage
said Mr. Putin fell a victim of
ternal conspiracy mastermin
his sworn enemy, the exiled
naire, Boris Berezovsky,
with other business tycoons 1
py with Mr. Putin’s policies
aim is to weaken and humili:
Putin to make him vulnerable
nipulation.

The conspiracy theory gain
dence when Russia’s TV Cl
Three reported on Saturday t
vestigators found evidence o
sian business groups fin:
Chechen terrorists. The
named two Russian compan,
the oil major Yukos, whose ¢
Mikhail Khodorkovsky, is on tr
fraud and tax evasion, and Logc¢
company set up by Mr. Berez

Whatever the hidden spring
put in motion the terror mach
Russia, it is clear that the only
stop it is to solve the probl
Chechnya where all terrorist a
have come from. Winning the |
of Checnya over to peaceful li
take time, and in the meantim:
sia must brace up to face more
strikes, Mr. Putin said.

“We have shown weakness |
face of new challenges] and the
get beaten up,” the Russian Pre
admitted, vowing to upgrad
country’s security system, ovi
the corruption-ridden law en
ment structures and create ef
crisis management mechanisr



 Pytin vows to
/~end terror ,
run of militants

Moscow: Making a surprise pre-dawn visit to the sotith-
ern city of Beslan on Saturday, where the school hostage
crisis left 250 people dead and over 650 injured, Russian
President Vladimir Putin said the militants tried to incite
inter-ethnic strife in the region and warned against suc-
cumbing to terrorists’ provocations.

“The whole of Russia is worrying and mourning with
you,” Putin said during a meeting with local authorities
in the Beslan city of the republic of North Ossetia.

“One of the goals of the terrorists was to incite inter-
ethnic strife and blow up the North Caucasus. All those
who give in to terrorist provocations aimed to blow up the
North Caucasus will be considered cooperators with the
terrorist act and the terrorists’ accomplices,” he was
quoted as saying by ITAR-Tass news agency.

The president said he had ordered the closure of the re-
gion’s borders as security forces were searching for all

A Mother Mourns A Loss Putin Talks Tough
those connected with the attack.”I have ordered that
Beslan and state border in North Ossetia be sealed, tar-
geted checks be carried out in order to find out those in-
volved in this terrorist act,” he said.

Reaffirming that different scenarios had been consid-
ered in Beslan but no use of force had been planned, Putin
said “the situation developed very rapidly and unexpect-
edly”. He said law enforcement officials “showed incredi-
ble courage” and sustained heavy losses.

Putin, who visited the wounded at the hospital wards in
the city, said the hostage-taking crisis occupied a “special
place” in a series of recent terrorist acts in Russia be-
cause it “targeted children”. The president said emergen-
cies’ minister Sergei Shoigu would stay in the republic to
coordinate aid to the victims and their families.

“It is necessary to draw up the lists of all people who
need aid and support, we will do everything we can to help
people, assist them in treatment... If it is necessary to
send children for rehabilitation, we will do that as soon as
they are fit to travel,” Putin said.

The end to the crisis came when a tank fired at one of
the outhouses in the school complex, where the last batch
of militants had been holed up engaging security forces
inagun battle, destroying it. Five militants were captured
alive when they tried to flee from the school in civilian
dress, TV channels reported. reuters P
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BESLAN, Sept. 4. -
President Vladimir Putin
today warned the nation
that international terror-
ists had declared “a full-
scale war” against Russia.

Also today, anguished
parents searched hand-
written hospital lists as
the death toll rose above
340 amid conflicting
accounts of how the three-
day seizure of a Russian
school erupted into its
bloody denouement.

In a solemn televised
address, Mr Putin said
the nation was weakened
due to the collapse of the
Soviet Union and was
therefore unable to
respond effectively as it
must (to terrorism).

Mr Putin called for
Russians to mobilise
against what he said was
the “common danger” of
terrorism. Measures
would be taken, he pro-
mised, to strengthen Rus-
sia’s unity and overhaul
the law enforcement or-
gans, which he acknowl-
edged had been infected
by corruption.

“What happened was a
terrorist act that was
inhuman and unprece-
dented in its cruelty,” he
told the nation. “It is a
challenge not to the Pre-
sident, the parliament and
the government but a
challenge to all of Russia,
to all of our people. It is an
attack on our nation.”

Meanwhile, regional

ull-scale war ag

aln

L/

TOLL CROSSES 340, INCLUDING 156 CHILDREN AND 35 MILITANTS

s

4

UNITED IN GRIEF: A woman comforts a girl at the Beslan school on Friday. — AFI

emergency situations
minister Mr Boris Dzgo-
yev said 323 victims,
including 156 children,
had been killed in School
No. 1 in Beslan in North
Ossetia. The minister
said 35 attackers, includ-

ing women, had been
eliminated after the 10-
hour gun battle which
erupted shortly after 1
p.m. yesterday. More
than 542 people includ-
ing 336 children were
admitted to hospitals

President Putin comforts an injured person during
his visit to a Beslan hospital on Saturday. — AFP

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE

after the crisis ended,
medical officials said.

National mourning: Mr
Putin has declared na-
tional mourning on 6 and
7 September in the mem-
ory of the victims of

Beslan school hiage cri-
sis, adds PTL igs will
fly at half-masand all
the entertainmt pro-
grammes wille can-
celled throught the
country, the (remlin
press office saic

A day flait. o toiget...

Relatives
lynch
terrorist

BESLAN, Sept. 4. —
Furious relatives of
Russian school hos-
tages today lynched one
of the terrorists invol-
ved in the three-day
bloody siege here, a top
security official said.
Twenty six terrorists
were killed by security
forces in a gunbattle
and three were
detained after Russian
commandos raided the
school building yester-
day to rescue the
hostages. Another ter-
rorist, while being
taken to a police sta-
tion, was snatched
away by relatives of
the hostages and
lynched, Federal
Security Board chief in
North Ossetia Mr
Valery Andreyev said.
Over 30 terrorists of
various nationalities
were involved in the
siegtz,er Andreyev was
quoted as saying b
ITAR-TASS.Xl‘\r’tfge ch
say with confidence that
there were more than 30
bandits — Russian as
well as foreigners. They
were well trained and
the casualties could
have been much higher
(if the forces had not
stepped in),” — PTI

et W —
L e

st Rug%a: Putin

1141l 1eads to
Chechen warlord

THE TIMES, LONDON

MOSCOW, Sept. 4. ~
When the latest attack
unfolded this week, the
Russian authorities knew
that it had been master-
minded by
Basayev — a Chechen
warlord and Russia’s
most wanted terrorist.

Even though two of his
field commanders, Doku
Umarov and Magomed
Yevloyev, are thought to
have led the Chechen
fighters into the school,
the planning and orders
are thought to have came
from Basayev, who now
heads a self-styled Is-
lamic guerrilla force.

This year he is blamed for
the killing of the pro-
Kremlin President of
Chechnya and then lead-
Ing a raiding party into
neighbouring Ingushetia,
where more than 90 people
were killed as the Chechen
raiders made off with guns
and ammunition.

His “black widows”, the
Chechen women suicide
bombers under his com-
mand, are also accused of
b}oyving up two Russian
civilian passenger air-
craft last week and
exploding a bomb outside
a Moscow Metro station.
He has also attracted for-
eign figh.ters to his cause,

Shamil -

BESLAN, Sept. 4. — 1 September
was to have been a festive day for
Yana. But the first day of her final
year of school went from happy to
horrifying when armed men forced
her into the gym where she and
hundreds of others were held cap-
tive. “They yelled for us all to go
inside, into the gym,” recalled the
slender 15-year-old girl with dark
hair and hazel eyes, who asked
that her surname not be used, as
she sat on a stretcher outside a
hospital two days later.

Yana was among the children
whom the armed group — authori-
ties had said they numbered up to
20 but she thinks it was closer to
30 including two women — herded
into the gym at the school.

It is still not clear exactly how
many people ended up in that gym
— throughout the siege authorities
had placed the number at up to
400, but many of the residents said
the number was more likely closer
to a 1,000.

“Our principal said there were
1,200 (schoolchildren) according to
school lists, but there were less
than that inside,” Yana said. In

CHAMBER OF HORRORS: A fireman looks at the wrecked gym of

Y i )

the Beslan school during the rescue operation on Friday. — AFP

addition to the children, there were
also the mothers, grandparents
and younger siblings, mostly of
first-graders, who often come out to
the first-day line-up, or “lineika”.
The men who had taken them

hostage wired the gym with explo-

sives, she said. “They always told
us to keep away from the wires
because if we tripped on the wrong
one, we’d be blown up.”

For the next two days, the chil-
dren and women at the gym did lit-
tle but sit and sleep.

/
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Shamil Basayev, the
Chechen warlord who
masterminded the

school siege.

mainly volunteers from
West Asia and Central
Asia, who are thought to
have taken part in the
school raid.

Previously, Basayev
claimed responsibility for
taking hundreds of peo-
ple hostage at the
Dubrovka theatre in
Moscow two years ago,
where 129 died in a
botched rescue attempt.
He conducted a similar
operation in person nine
years ago when 1,000
hostages were held at a
hospital in Buddenovsk
in southern Russia.
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(From left to right) A woman cries during the rescue operation at the school in Bestan,

Beslan (Russia), Sept. 3
(Agencies): Halfnaked and
bloodied children ran terrified
through the street, thirstily
grabbing water bottles from
medics as gunfire cracked,
ambulance sirens sounded,
and mothers and children
wailed.

Russia’s  school siege
ended in scenes of chaos and
pandemonium today, with an
unknown number of dead and
injured among the up to 1,500
children and adults held at
gunpoint by Chechen sepa-
ratists for more than two days.

Bodies were found in the
school and 400 were injured,
according to Russian officials
quoted by Itar-Tass news
agency.

A reporter for British ITV
television said its cameraman
saw up to 160 bodies inside the
school gym where most
hostages were held,

A stream of ambulances )

left the school carrying bodies,
many of which looked lifejess,

“I smashed the window to
get out,” one young boy with a
bandaged hand told Russian
television.

“People were running in
all directions... They (the
rebels) shot from the roof.”

Six bodies lay covered with
white sheets near the school
gates, one the almost naked
corpse of a girl of around 16
with an unnaturally pale face,
another a young boy, less than
ametre in height,

Men and women filed past,
hands covering their mouths,
tentatively lifting the sheets to
see if they recognised the bod-
ies.

A 40-year-old man wearing
a light brown shirt kneeled by
abody, crying inte his hands,

The Iucky ones among the
crowds of relatives who had
waited day and night outside

ANATOMY | GYMNASIUM

OF A SIEGE

©During initial attack,
some students managed
to-hide in the boiter
room and escape
#Most hostages held

in the gymnasium._
sAfter talks with

ferronists, a vehicle
attives to take away
bodies of people kilfed
in initial attack

®500n after, a gun
battle erupts between
terrorists and troops

Courtyard

Partial roof
collapse

®A part of the gym’s roof collapses and
some manage 1o flee the building in the
chaos, including a few terrorists

oMore than 100 bodies found inside the

heavily-mined gym

Middle School Number 1 held
emotional reunjons with chil-
dren who had stripped to their
underwear during two days in
astifling gym with little water
and no food.

A weeping mother stroked
her child’s blonde hair, a
grandmother tended a young
boy’s bloodied face.

As the battle raged, at least
some of the hostage-takers
fled the school building in the
southern city of Beslan and
were pursued by Russian
troops.

Thick smoke rose over the
school building,

Dozens of civilian cars
rushed at high speed towards
the school, some of them ap-
parently commandeered by
refatives desperate to find out
what had happened inside the
school,

Anger also flared in this

Russian Orthadox part of the
Caucasus mountains, ethni-
cally and religiously distinct
from the nearby Muslim re-
gions of Chechnya and In-
gushetia.

A crowd of around 200 peo-
ple started to attack a swarthy
man who looked like he might
be a Chechen, until police in-
tervened, firing shots into the
air to disperse them.

Others sought to organise
care of the wounded at local
hospitals where 1,000 beds had
been prepared, health officials
told the Interfax news agency.

“Everyone to the hospital!
Quickly! The wounded will
need blood!” shouted one po-
liceman. {

A woman in a pink dress, |
worn for the traditional festiy- !
ities on the first day of school
when the vebels seized the
school, collapsed in a faint as

North Ossetia, a mother grieves over the body of her

troops storm the school. (AFP, Reuters)

Graphie: RAS

GEORGIA

she ran away and was bundied
onto a khaki stretcher by mili-
tary paramedics.

Dazed gitls were still wear-
ing decorative white hair
bands and ribbons in their
hair, now streaked with diyt —
their first day of school now a
nightmarish memory,

Yesterday, a nanny held
hostage in the school carried
the infant in her charge out as
some women and children

were freed, then went back in
to join her own children stil]
being held, authorities said.

The woman was named as
Riya Yuzhenevich and her
story was mentioned on a list
of names of freed hostages
posted yesterday inside a pub-
lic building near the school
being used as a shelter for fam-
ily and friends of the hostages.

Yuzhenevich carried two-
year-old Dyana Azieva out of
the building to be returned to
her family before walking
back into the school in order to
be with her own children.

Qaida links

The mass hostage-taking was
led by a senior Chechen rebel
commander and possibly fi-
nanced by al Qaida, Itar-Tass
news agency quoted sources
in the regional security serv-
ice as saying in Moscow,

The sources said that ac-
cording to early information,
Chechen commander
Magomet Yevloyev led the op-
eration. They said the opera-
tion had been planned by
Shamil Basayev, Russia’s most
wanted Chechen rebel. Offi-
cials say rehels fighting for the
region’s independence are
under strong influence from
Wahhabism, a strict form of
Sunni Islam. Wahhabism, the
only permitted form of Islam
in Saudi Arabia, is banned in
Russia.

child, security forces hide behind a school wall and a terrified boy is carried by his father to safety after

Barbaric,
says White
House

Moosic (Pennsylvania),
Sept. 3 (Reuters): The White
House today condemned the
“barbaric” taking of hostages
at a school in Russia and
blamed “the terrorists” for the
loss of life after Russian |
troops stormed the compound
to free the parents, teachers
and children,

“There is no justification
for the taking of innocent life,
and the barbaric nature of
this terrorist act is despica-
ble,” White House spokesman
Scott McClellan said in a state-
ment,

“The responsibility for the
tragicloss of life rests with the
terrorists,” McClellan said,
adding: “The US stands side-
by-side with Russia in our
global fight against terror-
ism.”




~ Putin had to choose

v ~between two evils 4

By Vladimir Radyuhin

Moscow, SEPT. 3. The two-day
hostage drama in a children-
packed school in North Ossetia
came to a bloody end on Friday
when Russian commandos
stormed the building two days
after it was seized by Chechen
gunmen.

The assault left hundreds of
hostages dead or wounded. Se-
curity officials said the decision
to assault the school was forced
on them by the hostage-takers
who opened fire on a group of
hostages trying to escape during
a negotiated evacuation of dead
bodies from the building. One
way or the other, this outcome
appeared inevitable.

Gravest crisis

The hostage-taking drama in
North Ossetia confronted the
Russian President, Vladimir Pu-
tin, with the gravest crisis of his
five-year presidency. It was the
latest in an unprecedented
spate of coordinated terrorist
artacks in Russia over the past
10 days that began with the
downing of two Russian airlin-
ers that killed 90 people, contin-
ued with a suicide bomb blast
near a Moscow metro station
that claimed 11 lives, and cul-
minated with the seizure of over

o -

- 1,000 children, their parents

and teachers.

The crisis presented Mr. Pu-
tin with a painful dilemma: to
succumb to the hostage-takers’
demands to withdraw Russian
troops from Chechnya and
grant Chechnya independence
in order to save the lives of the
hostages or to storm the school,
risking a bloodbath and inviting
the wrath of their relatives and
human rights organisations.

In reality, Mr. Putin had no

NEWS ANALYSIS

choice. He did say on Thursday
that the safety of the hostages
was paramount, but giving in to
the terrorists’ demands would
have far-reaching negative con-
sequences, not only for his ef-
forts to end violence in
Chechnya, but also for the glob-
al struggle against terrorism. It
would encourage extremists to
mount more attacks of cata-
strophic proportions in the
hope that the greater casualties
and psychological shock would
cause Moscow’s capitulation.
This would also send a strong
signal to terrorists world-wide.

Chechen rebels are known to
have long-standing ties with the
Taliban and Al-Qaeda. More-

THE HINDU

over, responsibility fdr the twin
bombing the Russian airliners
was claimed by an Al-Qaeda-
linked group, the Islambouli
Brigades. Given these facts, it
cannot be ruled out that the lat-
est string of terrorist strikes in
Russia were part of a broader
international terrorist plan tar-
geting other countries as well.

Planned action

The Beslan hostage-taking
raid had been planned by ter-
rorists with a devilish aim of
spilling over violence beyond
Chechnya and triggering a new
ethnic conflict between North
Ossetia and Ingushetia, two
Russian regions neighbouring
Chechnya which clashed in
1992 over a disputed border ter-
ritory.

It took Moscow great efforts
to end the conflict, which cost
hundreds of lives, but relations
between the two ethnic groups
have remained tense at best.
Their hostility is aggravated by
the fact that North Ossetia is the
only predominantly Christian
territory in North Caucasus sur-
rounded by Muslim regions.
Moreover, the Ingushi are
closely related to Chechens and
are largely seen as sympathising
with the Chechen rebel
resistance.
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~Russian commandos sto
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rm school

& Over 100 bodies found @ 556 people hospitalised @ 10 Arabs among 20 ferrorists klIIed

By Vladimir Radyuhin with
agencies

MOSCOW, SEPT. 3. Commandos
today stormed the school in Be-
slan, Northern Ossetia, where
militants strapped with bombs
had held hundreds captive for
three days. Over a hundred bod-
ies were found in the school
gym, where the captors had
herded the majority of the hos-
tages. The total number of casu-
alties was yet to be established.
Hundreds have been freed.

The assault came when emer-
gency aid workers went to the
school to evacuate bodies of
hostages under an agreement
with the militants. A local securi-
ty chief said explosions rocked
the school building at that mo-
ment and dozens of hostages, in-
cluding children, fled the school
building. The militants then
opened fire on fleeing people
and the commandos fired back
and launched the assault. The
official said the security forces
had no plans to storm the school
building and had been forced to
act in view of the developments.

Toll may mount

“More than 400 hostages have
been set free,” officials told the
NTV television. Reporters on the
spot said the final death count
was likely to run into several
hundred. The region’s Federal
Security Service chief, Valery An-
dreyev, said over 556 people, in-

cluding 332 children, were
hospitalised.
Television showed near-

naked school children (it was sti-
fling hot in the building), many
of them wounded being led and
carried away from the school.
Thousands of anguished rela-
tives and friends gathered near
the school added to the general
chaos at the scene. At some stage
of the assault several powerful
explosions were heard from the
school building, triggering a fire.
It was later extinguished. The
blasts also caused the roof of the
school gym to collapse killing
many.

Initially, officials estimated
the number of hostages at 354,
but later admitted the figure
could be three times as high. The
school accommodated 890 pu-
pils, and only a handful of them
fled when militants attacked it
on September 1.

In hot pursuit

Some of the estimated 25 to 30
militants broke out of the school
during the operation and troops
backed by tanks and helicopters

SCHOOL SIEGE ENDS: A volunteer carries an injured child out of the school in Beslan, southern Russia, on Friday after Russian special forces stormed it
ending the three-day-old standoff. Militants had been holding hundreds of people, mostly children, hostage in the building. — AFP

were pursuing them across the
town. Hours after the assault be-
gan around 1 p.m. (local time),
sporadic fire was still cracking
on the school grounds as a group
of terrorists was holed up in one
of the buildings. Another three
militants were barricaded in the
school cellar, firing at the troops.

Security-forces killed 20 gun-

men including 10 Arabs, Interfax
news agency said. “There are 10
people originating from the Arab
world among 20 killed terror-
ists,” it quoted Mr. Andreyev as
saying.

Eyewitnesses said a crowd of
Beslan residents lynched a sus-
pected terrorist as he was being
led away by securlty forces from

the school building. Furious
people knocked the man to the
ground and beat him to death
with boots.

Terrorists' demand

Regional president Alexander
Dzasokhov said the hostage-
takers had demanded that Rus-
sian troops leave Chechnya —

the first clear indication of their
demands and of a direct link be-
tween Wednesday's attack in the
region of North Ossetia and the
ongoing war in the neighbouring
region. Itar-Tass news agency
quoted sources in the regional
security service as saying Che-
chen commander Magomet Yev-
loyev led the hostage-takers.

They said the operation had

been planned by Shamil Ba-

sayev, Russia’s most wanted

Chechen rebel, who has been

behind several major attacks
outside Chechnya.

More photographs

on Page 20;

Putin had to choose

between two evils: Page 14
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SAVE THE CHILDREN: A Russian soldier carries a child from the school in the southern Russian town of Beslan where an armed
terrorist group is holding hundreds of people, mainly children, hostage. The terrorists have freed 26 children and women. — Reuters

El

226 Russian hostages released

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, SEPT. 2. In the first
good news in the school hostage
crisis that continued for the sec-
ond day in Russia today, gun-
men released 26 women and
children as the Russian Presi-
dent, Vladimir Putin, vowed to
save the lives of all the hostages.
The gunmen, who seized the
school in Beslan, southern Rus-
sia on Wednesday taking 354 as
hostages, released 26 women
and infants today after the in-
tervention of a former leader of
Ingushetia, Ruslan Aushev. The
action came hours after Mr. Pu-
tin promised to do all he could
to prevent harm to the hostages.
“Our main task is to save the
lives and health of those who
have ended up as hostages,” Mr.
Putin said on television.
Anguished parents gathered

outside the cordoned-off school
area said they had recorded a
TV address to Mr. Putin, urging
him to fulfil the terrorists’ de-
mands and save their children,
but no Russian channel had
played the appeal.

Negotiators had so far failed
to persuade the hostage-takers
to accept food and medicine for
the hostages. The militants had

also rejected offers of safe pas-
sage out of the region and re-
fused to exchange the trapped
children with adults. ‘

There were conflicting re-
ports about the captors’ de-
mands. Initially, they were said
to be demanding the withdraw-
al of the Russian troops from
Chechnya, but officials said
here that no concrete demands

Security Council condemns attacks

UNITED NATIONS, SEPT. 2. The
United Nations Security Coun-
cil has condemned “in the
strongest terms” the gunmen
holding hundreds of children
and adults captive in a school
in southern Russia.

At a special meeting yester-
day requested by Moscow, the
15-member Council demand-
ed “the immediate and uncon-

enT (INTN Y

ditional release of all hostages

of the terrorist attack” in
North Ossetia.
The Council’s statement

urged all nations to cooperate
with Russian authorities in ef-
forts to bring to justice “the
perpetrators, organisers and
sponsors of these terrorist
acts.” — Reuters

News Analysis: Page 14

had been made.

North Ossetia’s Interior Min-
ister, Kazbek Dzantiev, said the
hostage-take; .%1ad threatened
to kill 50 children for every ab-
ductor killed and 20 children for
every rebel injured.

Sporadic gunshots

Russian commandos sur-
rounded the school, but North
Ossetia’s top security official
said there were no immediate
plans to storm the three-storey
school building.

Sporadic gunshots and occa-
sional grenade blasts echoed to-
day as the attackers fired on any
vehicle that approached the
school ground.

Authorities said seven adults
were killed and 12 injured when
the gunmen stormed the school
on September 1, the opening
day of the new academic year in |

4 LD i

Russia. Security officials sai:
they had identified some of th.
30-strong gang that seized the
school, but refused to give any
names.

They said the gang included
Chechen, Ingush, Ossetian and
even Russian militants.

Another photograph on
Page 14




~:~0ld motive, new method, .

BEN WETHERALL examines the political turbulence in Chechnya in a historical framework &hd
comes to the conclusion that without earnest attempts at diplomacy, Russia’s security and

C\
majosity o k,!ssians awoke the
morning of 25 August to familiar scenes
of bewilderment and confusion, as
news emerged that two Russian domes-
tic airliners had disappeared and crashed with-
in minutes of each other. Eighty-nine passen-
gers died; there were no survivors.

Though the tragedy has been confirmed as a
terror attack, the perpetrators remain un-
known. A group with links to Islamic jikadis in
Pakistan has claimed responsibility for the
attack. At the same time, forensic evidence su-
ggests a Chechen rebel group may be behind
the attack. Regardless, the prevention of fur-
ther terrorist attacks is fundamentally tied to
Moscow’s deftness in handling grievances of
the Muslim-majority state of Chechnya.

Despite the obvious suspicions about terror-
ist involvement, the Putin administration ini-
tially seemed determined to discount that sup-
position — perhaps to avert critiques of negli-
gent airport security and failure to acknowl-
edge Chechen problems mere days before a
scheduled election. Instead, the administration
suggested a number of other theories, includ-
ing industrial sabotage, human error and tech-
nical failure.

In an uvnusual act of dissent, the Russian
media told the administration that it would not
tolerate any distortion of the truth. Air traffic
control had received hijack warnings, and
experts maintained that the chances of two air-
craft going down simultaneously, hundreds of
kilometres apart, were less than one in a mil-
lion. The weight of physical evidence from the
two crash sites made it even more difficult for
the media to accept the administration’s alter-
native scenarios.

Chechen separatists have a long history of
high-profile terror “spectaculars.” In the chaos
surrounding the fall of the Soviet Union, Che-
chnya declared independence from Russia in
1991 and fought against Federal forces in two
wars. The first conflict, between 1994 and
1996, was conventional in nature and largely
successful for the Chechen rebels. After 1999,
however, they became increasingly reliant on
terror attacks. Particularly notable attacks in-
clude a series of Russian apartment bombings,
which left over 300 dead; the October 2002
Dubrovka Theatre siege in Moscow, the
Metro bombing, also in the Russian capital,
and Wednesday’s seige in a school at North
Ossetia. Traces of RDX, an explosive used in a
number of these attacks, were found at both of
the airplane crash sites. This evidence rein-
forces the belief that Chechen rebels were

“responsible for this atrocity.
2+ +Of those rebels, a likely suspect may be the
radical Chechen warlord Shamil Basayev, a

international interests will

3

g P

continue to be at serious ri

Soldiers take position near the school in North Ossetia, Beslan, where rebels are holding hostage over
300 people, including more than a hundred children. — AFP

leading separatist figure with a long history of
implementing large-scale terror attacks out-
side Chechnya. He was implicated in the Du-
brovka siege, the Metro bombings and a string
of other attacks. He also boasts to have trained
a brigade of female suicide bombers - the infa-
mous “Black Widows” - willing to carry out at-
tacks against Russian institutions, at any time
and at any place. Investigators confirm on the
basis of the remains of two female passengers
— Amanta Nagaeva (who boarded the Tu-134)
and Satsia Jebirkhanova (on the Tu-154) — that
the 25 August incident was a case of suicide
bombing. Close relatives of Chechen rebels
who were abducted or killed in the fighting,
both women fit the “Black Widow” profile.

Basayev is also believed to maintain links to
the Al-Qaida network. In 1995, he formed an
alliance with the Saudi-born former Afghan
Jihadi, Amir Khattab, while founding training
camps for disillusioned Chechen youth. The
group’s exploits resulted in further funding, as
Arab sources funnelled ever-larger sums of
money to the radical Islamic cause in Chech-
nya. In fact, on 31 August - two days after the
Chechen elections — Vladimir Putin, at a meet-
ing with German Chancellor Gehard Schroder
and French President Jaques Chirac, announ-
ced a link between the suspected female sui-
cide bombers and Al-Qaida.

Still, it is easy to overstate the extent of Al-

THE STATESMAN

Qaida involvement; while many foreign jihadis
have come to Chechnya to fight federal
authorities, the numbers are low compared to
similar foreign involvement in Iraq and
Afghanistan. Moreover, Chechen terrorists do
not appear to desire indiscriminate holy war;
their demands relate solely to the indepen-
dence of Chechnya.

Divisions do exist, however, between the
secular-nationalist Chechen rebel groups, led
by Aslan Maskhadov, and the Islamist Che-
chen groups epitomised by Basayev and his
allies. A combination of Russian military att-
acks against Maskhadov and the sheer volume
of foreign funding to Basayev have helped his
forces gain the upper hand.

The apparent global aspect of the Chechen
conflict was highlighted when the unknown
“Islambouli Brigade” claimed responsibility
for the airline attack. The group had also clai-
med responsibility earlier last month for the
attempted assassination of Pakistan’s Prime
Minister-designate, Shaukat Aziz. The confir-
ming of these claims would indicate a worri-
some extension of the Chechen conflict-to a
wider world. Already, Chechen rebel fighters
are reportedly active in the tribal areas of Wa-
ziristan, on the border between Afghanistan
and Pakistan.

Despite these reports, the evidence over-
whelmingly indicates that the motive for the

sk

airline attacks is domestic. In the wake of 29
August Chechen presidential elections, the
Putin government is desperate to ensure that
nothing prevents the consolidation of the new
Moscow-friendly leadership. A so-called “nor-
malisation” policy allows Chechens to assume

. responsibility for their own affairs while main-

taining ties to Russia. Thus, Putin may with-
draw troops from the region and announce the
fulfillment of his inauguration pledge to bring
Chechnya to heel. The policy also involves
sidelining Chechens that favour indepen-
dence, including Maskhadov and Basayev.

Russia’s failure to negotiate with the rebels
is the reason for the assassination of the previ-
ous pro-Moscow Chechen president, Akhmad
Kadyrov. And now, the newly elected pro-
Moscow Chechen President, Alu Alkhanov,
has the most dangerous job in Russia. He must
placate the Russian government, handle the
hawks eager for war in Chechnya and convince
the majority of the Chechen population that
he is not merely a Russian stooge. He must
also maintain a close working relationship with
Akhmad Kadyrov’s son, Ramzan, who con-
trols the Chechen security organs in the region
and is the real power broker. Alkhanov has
stated that he will be willing to negotiate a
solution with rebel leader Maskhadov, and this
will add to the tensions with the younger
Kadyrov, who will not want to relinquish his
power or lucrative oil revenues.

Ultimately, a Jong-term solution in Chechn-
ya can only be found by negotiating with the
secular-nationalist rebels. The Russian policy
of attack and isolation has succeeded only at
increasing the credibility of radical Islamic
groups. If a solution is not found, then anoth-
er large terror attack may likely occur on inter-
national interests in Russia. A number of
minor attacks have already been made on the
main international oil pipelines that traverse
the region, including the vitally important
Baku-Thilisi-Ceyhan pipeline.

What does a recent escalation of Chechen
attacks mean for security inside Russia and for
international aviation? The Russian authori-
ties have already heightened national security.
But even if Russian authorities can improve
their aviation security to a level comparable
with that of Israel, the fact remains that Russia
is not Israel; it is a country so vast that the
“bomber will always get through.” If Russia is
determined to stop Chechen terrorism, then at
some stage it will have to negotiate with the

_very people it has demonised.

This article appeared in YaleGlobal Online, a
publication of the Yale Center for the Study of
Globalization, and is reprinted with permission.
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132 kids among hostages

CHNYA UNDER SIE

- g‘
Lo’ © Sép!OOL NEAR CHE

MOSCOW, Sept. 1. —
About 132 children were
among 400 taken hostage
by a band of attackers who
raided a school at Beslan in
Russia, near Chechnya
today. While authorities
could establish contact with
the militants 10 hours into
the siege, the UN Security
Council will meet at 2.30
a.m. IST tomorrow to dis-
cuss the crisis.

Barely a day after a sui-
cide bomber killed 10 peo-
ple in Moscow, the abduc-
tors, wearing suicide-bomb
belts, warned that they

would blow up the school,

if police tried to storm it.
They forced children to
stand at the windows, said
a police spokesman. Mr
Kazbek Dzantiyev, head of
the region’s interior min-
istry, said the hostages
have threatened to kill 50

o

ATV grab from a Russian channel shows troops evacuating a little
girl and her mother on Wednesday. — AFP

children for every “destr-
oyed fighter” and 20 for
every “injured fighter”,
reported ITAR-Tass.
While the agency reported
that 15 children were rele-
ased, Mr Ruslan Ayamov,
spokesman for North
Ossetia’s interior ministry,

said 12 children and an
adult managed to escape.
At least eight people
were killed, including a
raider, and nine people
injured, says ITAR-Iass.
Well-known paediatri-
cian Dr Leonid Roshal,
who had helped in the

GE
2002 Mpsgow hostage
negotiatidns, has arrived

at Beslan for talks, as
demanded by the attack-
ers. They also want the
release of fighters detained
over a series of attacks on
police facilities in neigh-
bouring Ingushetia in
June, ITAR-Tass reported,
citing regional officials.
“In essence, war has
been declared on us,
where the enemy is unseen
and there is no front,”
Russian defence minister
Mr Sergei Ivanov said.
UN Secretary-General
Mr Kofi Annan today con-
demned the incident and
called for the release of the
hostages. The Indian gov-
ernment also expressed
shock at the “act of terror-
ism”. — SNS & Agencies
Masterly use of limited
force, pagé 3
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EVEN THOUGH IAN authorities are yet to
announce the official causes of the two air crash-
es on Tuesday, it is almost certain now: the air-
liners were brought down by terrorists.
Investigators have found traces of explosives in
the wreckage of one of the planes — the first
direct proof that a bomb went off aboard the
plane. Circumstantial evidence also abounds. A
Tu-154 and a Tu-134 took off from the same air-
port and crashed within a minute of each other
when they were a thousand kilometres apart.
The catastrophe happened so fast that the pilots
of both planes had no time to report to flight
control even as their aircraft took a full 10 min-
utes to plunge to the ground from an altitude of
about 10 km. All that the pilot of the Tu-145
managed to do was to press an SOS button. Un-
der suspicion are two Chechen women who trav-
elled on the aircraft; they were the only two
passengers no friend or relative enquired about.

August 24 became Russia’s 9/11. It was the first
time civilian aircraft came under terrorist attack
in Russia’s post-Soviet history. There is little
doubt either that the attack has Chechen roots.
Chechnya is the one place in Russia where ter-
rorists are active. Despairing of reaching out to
the West with their raids on Russian troops in the
region (as information flows are tightly con-
trolled by Russian authorities), rebels have acted
on their longstanding threat to take the war be-
yond Chechnya. By downing two Russian planes
five days before a presidential poll in the region,
rebels clearly wanted to demonstrate the
strength of their resistance and to refute Mos-
cow’s claims of having brought the situation un-
der control. The attacks were a fresh blow to the
Russian President, Vladimir Putin, in his efforts
to pacify the rebellious region. These efforts suf-

HE TR

o RUSSIA’S 8/24

fered a major setback in May me Kremlin-

backed President of Chechnya, Akhmad Kadyrov,
was killed by a bomb during a V-day parade in
the capital, Grozny, just six months after his elec-
tion. It is reassuring that the plane crashes have
not weakened the Kremlin's resolve to push
ahead with its peace plan for Chechnya and to
hold Sunday’s elections. But Mr. Putin now needs
to take a hard look at the efficiency of Russian
intelligence and law enforcement agencies in
dealing with Chechen terrorism and to review

~security at Russian airports, which appears to be

lax.

Three days after the attacks an Islamist group,
“the Islambouli Brigades,” claimed responsibility
for downing the Russian aircraft. The group,
which also claimed the assassination attempt on
Pakistan’s Prime Minister-designate, Shaukat
Aziz, last month, said it protested the “slaughter-
ing of Muslims” in Chechnya. If the Arab group
was indeed involved in the attack on the Russian
planes, it would corroborate Moscow’s warnings
that Chechnya has long become a hub for in-
ternational terrorists. Several foreign militants
have been killed in the region in recent years;
they included the most notorious Khattab, a Jor-
danian-born warlord who took responsibility for
the bombing of homes in Moscow and Volgograd
in 1999 that claimed more than 300 lives. The
Islamist connection in the outrage adds urgency
to Russian demands that the West should re-
nounce double standards in dealing with terror-
ism by giving shelter to Chechen rebel
emissaries, as several Western countries, includ-
ing Britain and the United States, have done re-
cently. 8/24 should serve as a wake-up call to the
international community to jointly tackle terror-

ism, one of the worst scourges of the 21st century.
|
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~Mystery stalks double air crash

TALE OF TWO FLIGHTS o

L
N

? The Tupolev 154

' The Tupolev 134
: Tu-154: Russian medium-haul plane

Tu-134: Russian shovi-haul plane

Ge A
eAirline: Volga-Aviaexpress
«Flight number: 1303

ePassengers: 44 including
nine crew

sl eft Moscow’s
Domodedovo airport
at 1815 GMT

«Contact lost at 1856 GMT
|

CRASH SITE OF 4

eAirline: Sihir Airlines
#Flight number: 1047

ePassengers: 46 people
including eight crew

e[ eft Moscow’s
Domodedovo airport

at 1735 GMT

eContact lost at 1859 GMT

Moscow, Aug. 25 (Reuters):
Two Russian passenger planes
crashed almost simultaneous-
Iy, killing all 83 people on
board in what investigators
said today might have been a
terrorist attack or simply a
mysterious coincidence.

The planes, which be-
longed to two different compa-
nies and were bound for differ-
ent destinations, took off from
Moscow’s Domodedovo air-
port around an hour apart late
yesterday and crashed within
minutes of each other.

President Vladimir Putin
ordered the FSB security serv-
ice to investigate the case,
something it is normally only
asked to do where terrorism is
suspected. Security has been
tightened at all Russian air-
ports since the crashes.

Later in the day Putin
byoke his summer holiday in
the Black Sea resort of Sochi

. « Moscow

_RUSSIA

« Volga iver

1?””’*“?‘““‘”\%;&%

Volgograd

and returned to Moscow, the
Kremlin said.

Russia’s chief prosecutor
told Putin today that there was
no clear view of what caused
the crashes that killed 89 peo-
ple. “We are examining a num-
ber of versions, among them a
terrorist act, and human and
technical factors,” prosecutor
General Vladimir Ustinov was
quoted by Itar-Tass as telling
Putin. “We don’t rule out any
one of these theories today”

“Before we begin our work,
I'would like to express my con-
dolences to the families and
loved ones of the victims,”
Putin was guoted as saying.
He called a day of national
mourning tomorrow.

Fear of attacks in Russia is
already high ahead of next
Sunday’s presidential election
in restive Chechnya which
separatist rebels have vowed
to disrupt.

#Engines: 3 x 93.2kn
Kusnetsov turbofan
engines

Introduced: 1972

2Cruising speed;
850 kmph

=« Range fuily loaded:
4,000 km+

A Tu-134 flving to Vol-
gograd went down near the
town of Tula south of Moscow.
Within minutes and 800 km
away, a Tu-154 bound for Sochi
crashed near the southern
town of Rostov-on-Don.

The owner of the Tu-154,
Sibir Airlines, said the pilots
had triggered a hijack alert
just before their plane with 46
passengers and crew on hoard
crashed. “The message was
generated right before all con-
tact was lost with the plane
and it disappeared from radar
screens,” Russia’s number two
airline said in a statement.

The company also said
there were indications that its
plane exploded in the air,

“The wide distribution of
large fragments indirectly
confirms the conjecture that
the plane broke up in midair
because of an explosion,” a
company statement said.

479 m

Volga-Aviaexpress, a small
regional carrier which owned
the Tu-134, said the crew did
not report any problems on
board before the plane crashed
with 43 passengers and crew.

Interfax news agency quot-
ed an aviation source as say-
ing the coincidence of both
planes leaving from the same
airport and disappearing at
the same time would suggest it
was “a planned action”.

“In such a situation one
could not exclude a terrorist
act,” the source was quoted as
saying. But the FSB officials
said they were more likely ac-
cidents. “The main line of in-
quiry we are following is viola-
tion of the rules of operating

civil aircraft,” FSB
spokesman Sergei Ig-
natchenko said.

Ignatchenko said this

meant pilot error, mechanical
defects or problems with fuel

sEngines: 2 x 64.5kn
Satoviev turbofan
engines

sCruising speed:
880 kmph

#+Range fully loaded:;
2,800 km
sPassengers: 30-96

|
!

|
|
j Introduced: 1967
l
|
|
|
|

quality — prime suspects in
Russia, where pilots are poor-
ly paid and planes often old.

“We are also examining
the possibility of a terrorist
act, but we have no evidence to
support this.”

Sibir and Volga-Aviaex-
press rejected the possibility
of human or technical faults,
saying that the planes were
properly checked before the
flight and had experienced
Crews.

The Tu-134 was piloted by
the head of the company and
was carrying two auditors
from the aviation authority,
who perform regular checks of
all air carriers.

The crashes came against
a backdrop of violence in
Chechnya, where Moscow has
been battling separatists for a
decade. Rebels launched a
major raid in the local capital
Grozny last week.

Graphic: RAS

Witnesses on the ground
heard an explosion from the
Tu-134 before it crashed 150
km south of Moscow. “Around
1900 GMT, give or take five
minutes, there was this
strange noise in the sky, then
this torn-up book fell onto our
garage,” a local man told NTV
television, holding up the
book with its tattered pages.

Local prosecutors opened
criminal probes into both
crashes. Investigators recov-
ered the flight recorders from
both planes and sent them to
Moscow for analysis.

Interfax said more than
1,500 servicemen were in-
volved in search operations.

Rescuers had found the
bodies of all 43 killed in the
Tula crash, while the recovery
effort in Rostov was taking
longer, as wreckage from the”,
crash was spread over several
kilometres.

Investigators examine the tail unit of the Tu-134 outside Tula, 180 km south of Moscow. (AEP)

Athletes mourn at Athens

Athens, Aug. 25 (Reuters):
Russia’s Olympic team ob-
served a minute’s silence at
the athletes village in Athens
today in memory of the vic-
tims of two overnight air
crashes in Russia.
Investigators do not rule

out that they were attacked.

Vyacheslav Fetisov, the
Kremlin sports supremo and
former NHL ice hockey star,
led the ceremony during a re-
ception for Russian medal
winners, a team spokesman
said.

Asked if security would be
stepped up at the Games, a
government spokesman said
Greece was already on full
alert and would remain so
until all participants had left
after Sunday’s final day of the
Olympics.

“Nothing has changed,”
Theodoris Roussopoulos said.

Games spokesman
Michael Zacharatos said: “Se-
curity continues to remain
our top, top priority until all
athletes arrive safely back
home.”

Chechens "
deny hand

London, Aug. 25 (Reuters): A
London-based spokesman for
the leader of Chechnya’s main
rebel group said today it was
not responsible for near-si-
multaneous air crashes in
Russia which killed 89 people.
Asked if his group was re-
sponsible for the crashes,

Akhmed Zakayev, a
spokesman for Chechnya’s
separatist leader  Aslan

Maskhadov, said in London:
“Of coursenot.”

“To us any form of terror-
ism is absolutely unaccept-
able. We have condemned it
and continue to condemn it,”
he said. Two Russian passen-
ger planes crashed almost si-
multaneously late yesterday,
killing all 89 people on board
in what investigators said was
probably a freak coincidence
but might have been a terror-
ist attack.

The planes took off from
the same Moscow airport and
disappeared from air traffic
controllers' radar screens
within minutes of each other
late yesterday. The crash sites
were some 800 km apart.

The incidents came
against a backdrop of mount-
ing violence in Chechnya,
where Moscow has been bat-
tling separatists for a decade.

In the past Chechen rebels
have  blamed extremist
Chechens for attacks on civil-
ians such as a deadly hostage
crisis in a Moscow theatre in
2002, but Zakayev said he did
not think such people were re-
sponsible in this case.

“Even those Chechens who

Arelative cries at
Domodedovo airport,
Moscow. (AFP)

have been driven to such des-
perate methods as suicide, 1
think even they have realised
that this brings no benefits to
the Chechen people,” he said.
“SoIrule that out.”

Yesterday, a blast from a de-
vice planted near a bus stop in
southern Moscow injured at
least 3 people, city police said.

Police said no one was :

killed in the explosion which
happened at around 1545 GMT
They were unable to give fur-
ther details. Interfax quoted a
police source as saying that
the explosive device was at-
tached to a street light close to
the bus stop. There was no i
dication as to who may
planted the device.

- . m e n
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*Ku§§\1a bleeds in
Chechen tharge

Nazran (Russia), June 22
(Reuters): Suspected Chechen
rebels rampaged through a
southern Russian region in at-
tacks early today that killed 48
people and raised new doubts
about Moscow’s ability to stamp
out Chechnya’s separatist vio-
lence.

In a brazen operation, the
rebels seized the interior min-
istry building in Ingushetia re-
gion and held it for several
hours, raided police arms depots
and reduced police headquar-
ters and a building housing bot-
der guards to gutted wrecks.

The large-scale offensive was
the biggest armed operauon by
rebels in Ingushetia since war
between separatists and Moscow
erupted in neighbouring Chech-
nya a decade ago.

The coordinated strikes, con-
centrated in the regional capital
Nazran, led to fierce overnight
battles involving grenade-
launchers and automatic
weapons as security forces
fought to dislodge the rebels
from the ministry building.

Coming just six weeks after
the assassination of Chechen
leader Akhmad Kadyrov, the
daring operation dealt a further
blow to President Vladimir
Putin’s assertion that the tide
had turned in Moscow’s favour
in its nine-year battie with the
separatists.

There was no immediate
word from the Kremlin. Itar-
Tass news agency said Ingushi
President Murat Zyazikov kept
Putin informed on the situation

by telephone.

Tass guoted police as sayinga
small army of up to 200 guerrilla
fighters staged the operation
that began with rebels tricking
their way into checkpoints on
one of the main highways.

Using false documents that
identified them as members of
anti-crime and special service
squads, they commandeered the
checkpoints and then gunned
down police who turned out to
answer the alarm, police said,
quoted by Tass.

Forty-eight people — 18 po-
licemen, five regional justice of-
ficials and 25 civilians — were
killed, Yakhya Khadziyev, a
spokesman for the regional inte-
rior ministry, was quoted as say-
ing by Tass. He said the dead in-
cluded the acting regional interi-
or minister Abukar Kostoyev,
who had been in the building
when it was captured.

Another 60 people were in-
jured. Two rebel fighters had
been killed.

Footage shown by ORT Chan-
nel One television showed bod-
ies of combatants and civilians
lying in the streets today, many
of them charred and mutilated
from the infense fighting.

Witnesses said they had seen
the bodies of many police offi-
cers in the ministry building
which the rebels held for several
hours before pulling out in the
early hours.

A police officer who gave his
name only as Timur said: “In our
section alone, 30 people were
killed and wounded”.
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Mourners at the funeral of assassinated Chechen
President Akhmad Kadyrov in Tsentoroi on Monday.
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K“i?lyrogjai to rest

CHECHENS BURIED the-
ir assassinated President
Akhmad Kadyrov on Mo-
nday and began three da-
ys of mourning while the
Kremlin scrambled to fig-
ure out a new strategy for
winning control of the re-
gion after the death of its
main ally.

Kadyrov’'s two sons
Ramzan and Zelimkhan —
seen as some of the most
powerful figures in Chech-
ny — helped carry his
body, covered by a white
wool cloth on a bier in ac-
cordance with tradition.

The attack was a huge
blow to Russian President
Vladimir Putin — who
only two days earlier in an
inauguration ceremony to
his second term took pride
in stamping Moscow’s con-
trol on the region after m-
ore than four years of war.

-
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Putin appointed Ser:
Abramov, a 32-year-old for-
mer banker who most ana-
lysts agree has limited in-
fluence in Chechnya, to
head the republic on an in-
terim basis. Kadyrov’s son,
Ramzan, was appointed
the first deputy head of
the separatist republic’s
government, Ramzan
Kadyrov is seen as one of
the more powerful figures
in Chechnya. He will serve
as the right-hand man to
Sergei Abramov.

“We are losing our 1
friends, but we will not be
backing down. We will be
fighting until the end,”
said one of the current top |
commanders in Chechnya,
Vyacheslav Tikhomirov.
“We are ready to bring in
new reserves if neces- -
sary.”

AFP, Tsentoroi
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" Chechen leader buried,

Russia claims ¢

Moscow, May 10 (Reuters): The
leader of Russia’s restive Chech-
nya region was buried today, the
day after an assassination that
shook President Vladimir
Putin’s plans to tame rebellion
he sees as a threat to the fabric of
his country.

Thousands of mourners at-
tended the funeral of President
Akhmad Kadyrov, an ex-Muslim
cleric central to Putin’s bid to
pacify mainly Muslim Chechnya
but viewed by rebels as a traitor.

Security appeared tight at the
ceremony at his home village,
Tsentoroi. Kadyrov was killed
with six others by a bomb blast
at a World War Two victory cere-
mony in a stadium in the region-
al capital Grozny yesterday. The
bomb was planted under the VIP
stand where top Russian and
Chechen officials had gathered.

Kadyrov, 52, once a leading
figure among the separatists,
ruled Chechnya with an iron fist
and was increasingly taking
over powers from his Kremlin
masters, negotiating with mod-
erate rebels and suppressing op-
position among rival clans.

As mourners flooded tightly
guarded roads to attend the fu-
neral in Tsentoroi some 50 km
from Grozny, Russian officials
insisted the security situation
was under control.

Television pictures showed
heads of neighbouring Russian

regions and many Chechen dig-
nitaries at a mourning ceremo-
ny, but Moscow sent no senior of-
ficials to attend it.

Russian and Chechen officia-
1s blamed rebels for the assassin-
ation. But rebel leader Aslan Ma-
skhadov, in an interview with re-
bel news agency Chechenpress,
denied involvement. Russian ne-
ws agencies quoted investigato-
rs as saying they were still trying
to determine how a bomb could
be planted in the tight-security
VIP area and who triggered the
explosion.

Deputy prosecutor general
Sergei Fridinsky denied media
reports yesterday about first arr-
ests. He told Interfax news agen-
cy: “No one was officially arrest-
ed and there are still no suspects
in the case.”

“In general the situation in
the republic is under the control
of law-enforcement bodies and
federal forces,” Interfax queted
the newly appointed Russian
commander in Chechnya Colo-
nel-General Mikhail Pankov as
saying. Pankov’s predecessor,
Colonel-General Valery Bara-
nov, was badly injured.

Despite confident noises
from officials the situation
looked bleak for Putin’s plans to
establish an effective authority |
there that would eventually sn-
uff out the separatist rebellion.

“Radyrov’s death has left a

political vacuum in Chechnya,”
Russian parliamentary deputy
Ramazan Abdulatipov said.

The defection of Kadyrov
from the rebel cause was a coup
for Putin, who sent troops in 1999
to end short-lived independence.

Kadyrov’s moves to get rid of
power rivals with Moscow’s
heavy-handed help devastated
Chechnya’s political landscape,
leaving few potential successors
of quality for Putin to choose.

Two hours after Kadyrov’s
death, Putin met his son Ramzan
in Moscow, fuelling rumours the
head of Kadyrov’s security forc-
es — accused of involvement in
human rights violations — could
be handed the hot job. These ru-
mours strengthened today when
Ramzan was appointed first dep-
uty head of the regional govern-
ment. Reuters journalist Adlan
Khasanov was buried today a
day after being killed in the
bomb attack. Khasanov was laid
to rest in at a cemetery in Novye
Atagi, hishome village.

ontrol

s

Ramzan Kadyrov, son of
assassinated Chechen leader
Akhmad Kadyrov, at his
father’s funeral in the village

of Tsertoroy. (AFP)
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BAGHDAD, MAY 7. Haider Sabbar Abed
points at the picture showing a naked
prisoner, posed for the camera with
his head hooded, his hands behind his
head. “That’s me,” Mr. Abed says.

Mr. Abed was one of a group of
seven Iraqi prisoners now at the
centre of the storm over the abuse of
detenus by U.S. guards at Baghdad’s

allegation has ¢xploded from an
) into guards into wider
ger at the U.S. Congress and

But Mr. Abed (36) — looking at the
photos now seen around the world —
said today all the investigations would
not do anything for him. “Will any of
this restore my honour to me? My
dignity has been crushed under foot,”

he told The Associated Press. “Bush says

they (the guards) will be punished, but
who knows? In all seriousness, do you
really think they will2”

In pictures first made public by The
Washington Post and New Yorker
magazine, prisoners are shown stripped
naked as guards taunt them and force

Probe will not restore honour: ex-prison

prisoners’ heads are hooded, but Mr.
Abed said he recognised scars and
tattoos on his body in the pictures.
“My mind is drenched with the
memory of this. Every pose and
position,” he said.

Mr. Abed, a Shia from the southern

city of Nasiriyah, was detained inJuly.

during a visit to Baghdad to get some
paperwork from his time in the
military under Saddam Hussein. He
said a car that was giving him a ride
was stopped by U.S. troops because it
was of a make often used in anti-U.S.

attacks. — AP

U.S. President, George W Bush. them into humiliating poses. The

By Vladimir Radyuhin )\;\ﬂ)

MOSCOW, MAY 7. Russia’s youth-
ful President, Vladimir Putin,
took the oath for a second term
on Friday with a pledge to im-
part new dynamics to the coun-
try’s already impressive
economic growth and ensure
people’s well being.

Eight weeks after his land-
slide re-election, Mr. Putin was
sworn in at a glamorous Krem-
lin ceremony attended by some
1,700 guests and crowned with a
march past by presidential
guards and a 30-gun salute.

The former Russian Presi-
dent, Boris Yeltsin, was present
on the accasion to hear a barely
disguised jab at the legacy he
had left to his hand-picked suc-
cessor four years ago.

“The past years have not been
easy for all of us. To put it blunt-
ly, they were a time of grave
trials,” Mr. Putin said in his in-
augural address.

“Back in 2000, too many
problems seemed to have no so-
lution at all.”

During his first term, Mr. Pu-
tin has pulled the country away
from “the looming threat of dis-
integration” and presided over a
30-per cent GDP growth.

This earned Mr. Putin over 70
per cent of the vote in the
March poll. Setting a distinctly
nationalist tone to his inaugural
| address, Mr. Putin stressed that

Russia ha$ bpdnced back, rely-
ing on its own strength, rather
than foreign credits that Mr.
Yeltsin had solicited and squan-
dered to no effect.

“Standing together, we have
achieved a lot, and we have
done it ourselves only,” the
President said.

Russia today is “a country
that has bolstered is positions in
the world and learned to uphold
its legitimate interests by peace-
ful means in the fast-changing
world.”

Mr. Putin (51), has vowed to
set the country on a path of still
faster growth in his second and
last term allowed by the Russian
Constitution.

Last year, he called for dou-
bling the gross domestic prod-
uct by 2010 and promised
administrative  reforms to
streamline the bureaucracy.

“The main task for the com-
ing four years is to translate the
potential accumulated so far in-
to new energy for development
in order to achieve a quantum
jump in the quality of life and
an effective, tangible improve-
ment in the well being of our
people,” Mr. Putin said in his
address.

He called for the develop-
ment of a “mature civil society”
in a country that “has never had
any democracy,” as he admitted
in a recent interview.

'wg Putin\}oplg!\digges push to

economy

The Russian President, Viadimir Putin, walks through
St. George’s Hall during his second term Inauguration
in the Kremlin on Friday. — Reuters
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VILADIMIR PUTIN’S RE-ELECTION as President
of Russia was never in doubt; he had consistently
and heavily outscored the five other candidates in
opinion polls conducted before the vote on
March 14. While the losers complained that his
hold over the administration and the electronic
media gave him an unfair advantage, they cannot
explain away a verdict in which the incumbent
President has taken over 70 per cent of the votes
cast. Russian voters could have registered their
disenchantment with the electoral exercise either
by staying away from election booths or by in-
dicating on their ballot papers that they did not
approve of any of the contenders. A turnout of
less than 50 per cent of eligible voters would have
invalidated the elections and destroyed the Presi-
dent’s credibility. With over 60 per cent of the
electorate turning up at the polling stations, Mr.
Putin can begin his second term in the confi-
dence that a steamrolling majority of his country-
men approve of his rule. While living standards
have not improved in any significant manner over
the past four years, the majority of Russians are
apparently satisfied with Mr. Putin’s success in
arresting the drift and decline that characterised
the rule of his predecessor, Boris Yeltsin.
President Putin made a clean break with the
past when he dismissed Prime Minister Mikhail
Kasyanov who had been foisted on him by Mr.
Yeltsin. He also signalled an intent to further in-
tensify the crackdown on crony capitalists, who
had brazenly looted national assets during the
Yeltsin years, by appointing a loyalist experienced
in economic administration to the premiership a
few days before the election. Prime Minister Mik-
hail Fradkov and his team are expected to reform
the administrative machinery and to ensure that
the oligarchs observe the rules and pay taxes. As
the Putin administration begins to re-emphasise
the state’s role in the economy, it will indirectly

W\O N PUTIN TRIUMPHANT
\2\ A\

challenge the foreign commercial interests that
worked in tandem with the Russian oligarchs.
That in turn could provide another cause for fric-
tion between Russia and the United States. Mr.
Putin promised that he would not use aggressive
methods or adopt confrontationist postures in
promoting a resurgent Russja’s interests. Howev-
er, Washington has made inroads into several
spheres where Moscow traditionally wielded in-
fluence. The Russian President’s diplomatic skills
and astuteness will be tested as he tries to dis-
suade the countries of Central Asia and the Cauca-
sus from providing bases for western forces over
the long term. Even as Moscow seeks to reassert
its role in these regions and check NATO’s east-
ward expansion, it has to avoid the impression
that a new imperium is being created. Mr. Putin
has opposed the Bush administration’s policies
on a range of international issues, but has taken
care to ensure that the differences did notlead toa
rupture in the relationship between the two coun-
tries. While the Russian strongman is not likely to
abandon this carefully calibrated approach during
his second term in office, the international com-
munity and India in particular have reason to be
happy over Russia’s re-emergence as a significant
player in global politics.

Washington was less than ecstatic about Mr.
Putin’s electoral triumph. In a negative assess-
ment of the electoral exercise, U.S. Secretary of
State Colin Powell noted that the other five candi-
dates were not provided a level playing field. Mr.
Powell might have been particularly irked because
the nominee of the Communist party was the only
other candidate to get a double digit vote share.
His irritation would only have increased after Mr.
Putin responded by referring to the bewilderment
that gripped the world when the weaknesses of
the American electoral systein were thoroughly
exposed in 2000. /m
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Associated Pres@

Moscow, March 14

.RUSSIAN PRESIDENT
Vladimir Putin won a
second term in elections
on Sunday with 69 per
cent of the vote, accord-
ing to an exit poll.

The poll, conducted by
the Public Opinion Foun-
dation, surveyed 120,000
voters at 1,200 polling sta-
tions. Official figures

“with 15 per cent of the
vote counted gave Putin
66.5 per cent, Central
Election Commission
chief Alexander Vesh-
nyakov said.

Ninety minutes before
polls closed in heavily
populated western Rus-
sia, electoral officials
said that 61.18 per cent of
voters nationwide had
cast ballots. Once the
turnout exceeded 50 per
cent, the election was
considered valid.

Assured of victory,
Putin was looking for a
powerful turnout to fur-

- ther strengthen his grip
over Russia — already
tightened by his appoint-
ment of a loyal new Cabi-
net just before the vote
and by December parlia-
mentary elections that
gave the main pro-Krem-
lin party full control over
lawmaking.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

Putin, who reined in
Russia’s independent me-
dia following his first
election in 2000, dominat-
ed the nationwide televi-
sion networks before the
vote. His five challengers
received less coverage,
adding to the widespread
impression that the vote
was a one-horse race.

“I voted for Putin be-
cause he is going to win
anyway and what is the
point in voting for some-
one else,” said financial
inspector Yelena
Chebakova, 31, one of a
handful of early voters at
a Moscow polling station.

A frenzy of television
appeals by Putin, his ri-
vals and even top reli-
gious leaders urging peo-
ple to vote reflected
Kremlin concerns that
the lack of a challenger

With a chance of unseat-

ing the president might

-.keep Russians away from
~ the ballot box.

After voting in Moscow
on Sunday morning along-
side his wife, Lyudmila,
Putin made a last-minute
plea, saying that “much
depends on this election”
and that “the feeling of in-
volvement must increase
year after year”. .

The election lasted 22
hours, stretching over 11
time zones.
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“The absence of an alternative in the forthcoming elections is the result of a crisis in the
more than decade-long development of the party system in post-Soviet Russia

PEOPLE F

RESIDENTIAL elections Q’
will be held in Russia on

14 March and everyone is
saying that the victory of the
incumbent President is prede-
termined and the elections will
turn into a vote of popular trust
in Vladimir Putin. Polls show
that about 70 per cent of the
respondents would vote “for
Putin now, while none of the
other candidates would get five
per cent.

For the first time in more than
10 years of democratic reforms
in Russia, the country is not
wondering if the next President
will carry on the reforms or not.
However, the situation is more
complicated than it may seem
at first glance, and this year’s
presidential elections are no
less dramatic than the previous
ones, which were held under
the banner of a fierce struggle

| between the “Communist” and

“democratic” ideologies.
What is the drama of the 2004

- presidential elections? “They do
: not offer an alternative and
' hence pose a threat to demo-

cracy and promote the growth
of authoritarianism and perso-

' nal power of the President”, say

many people. Is this true? Are
there political forces in Russia

‘that can keep pregidential

power within the bounds of
democracy?

Irina Khakamada, a leader of
the Union of the Right Forces
(SPS) — a party that failed to
win the requisite minimum of
five per cent of the vote at the
parliamentary elections — is
the President’s rival on the
right flank. Only two per cent of
the people are ready to vote for
her.

The author is senior researcher at
the Institute of Comparative Poli-
tical Studies, Russian Academy
of Sciences.
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IRINA NEDYAK

Two candidates stand on the
left flank, one from the Com-
munists and the other from the
so-called New Left. Slightly
more than three per cent would
vote for them. Why are their
ratings that low in a country
with strong left-wing tradi-
tions? As the voters see it, nei-
ther candidate is a worthy ideo-
logical opponent of Putin. More-
over, polls show that a consid-
erable part of the left electorate
think the incumbent President
upholds their values and hence

elections. ]

Since the opposition would
have lost a battle of ideologies
or platforms (the only exception
is Sergei Glazyev, the leader of
the New Left who is working for
his political future), Putin’s
opponents decided to under-
mine the value of elections as
such. This is why they are say-
ing that there is “no alterna-
tive” and “Putin will win any-
way” and are calling on the pub-
lic to boycott the elections or
vote for “none of the above”.

The public views
Putin not as a
person with an

ideology hut as a
manager and

pragmatist

- PEBABRATA —.

view him as “one of us”. Putin’s

other opponents are not worth

discussing.
Thus, the absence of an alter-
native in the forthcoming elec-
tions is a result of a crisis in the
more than a decade-long deve-
lopment of the party system in
post-Soviet Russia, which
resulted in the election defeat of
the leading opposition parties
— Yabloko and the SPS on the
right, and the KPRF on the left.
The presidential campaign
began very soon after the par-
liamentary elections, which is
why the parties had no time to
‘regroup and prepare for a seri-
ous struggle. This is the drama
of the 2004 presidential

There i§ a danger that some
voters will not come to the pol-
ling stations because they be-
lieve the opposition, while
Putin’s supporters will not at-
tend because they think that
Putin will win anyway.

It can be said in this case that
the candidates of the left-and
right-wing opposition, without
being serious rivals of the in-
cumbent President, have mana-
ged to create a certain and high-
ly dangerous alternative in the
form of a threat to the legiti-
macy of the President’s power.
The only acceptable result for
Putin will be a convincing vic-
tory in the first round. There is
certainly no alternative.

UTIN

The public views Putin not asa
person with an ideology but asa
manager and pragmatist who
has found “the golden mean”
between the establishment of
democratic values in society
and their social price that suits
the majority of the people. The
public supports Putin’s policy of
modernisation because society
does not have to pay for it with
the weakening and impove-
rishment of the country, as was |
the case under Boris Yeltsin. It '
brings to mind President Roose-
velt, who said that poverty and °
freedom are incompatible and
that “true individual freedom
cannot exist without economic
security and independence”. ‘
Putin’s presidency suits the
values of the majority, such as |
the patriarchal political cul- |
ture, the desire to have a strong |
socially-orientated state, as
well as market relations, the
right to private property, free-
dom of the press, and other
democratic values that Rus-
sians have taken on and paid a
high price for. !
Society tends to consolidate |
around certain leaders, such as }
Churchill, de Gaulle and Roose- |
velt, and one can speak about
authoritarian modernisation in
this connection. In fact, the
phenomenon of Putin’s popu-
larity is the result of healthy
conformism in a society that .
has been worn out by the great. :
shocks of the previous decade. °
Power in Russia has nearly al-
ways determined the economic
course of the country, rather
than vice versa. Today, for the
first time in Russian history,
political power is trying to pro-
ceed from the logic of the
country’s economic develop-
ment, which is why it is sup- |
ported by the majority of the |
pragmatically thinking people '
with different political views.
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"RUSSIA TRANSFO

Under Putm It Has TraveIIed Fro Slege Mentality To Internatlonal Leadership

policy chaos to a funda-

mentally new status of Rus-
sia on the world scene and new
problems- related to this new
status. From the leader of a state
in crisis to the head of state that
has become a new leader of
world economic growth. This is
the service record of Vladimir
Putin as the country’s senior
diplomat,

i Y

Deing business

In the adtumn of 2000, this au-
thor wrote: “I want to remind
those who forget casily that a
year ago Moscow was shaken by
absolutely schizoid and com-
Fletcly unbelievable scandals,

ike the one over the Bank of
New York, the smouldering
Yugoslav war and the recently
avoided Russia-NATO confron-
tation over Pristina, Meanwhile,
the Americans were preparing to
walk out of the ABM Treaty,
which was fraught with the
disintegration of our security
system. Taken together, this
formed a picture of apocalvpse
and nascent isolation of Russia
in Europe and America,.. Rut
the appearance ot Vindimir
Putin disrupted these plans and.
the attempts to put pressure on
Putin’s Moscow were
ineffective.”

Today, in 2004, some people
may wonder what all this meant.
They do not remember that the
US air strikes against Yugoslavia
and open disregard of Moscow’s
protests could have developed
nto a war, At least this is what
could have happened after the
torced march of Russian para-
troopers to the airfield in Pris-
tina, the capital of Kosovo, and
the order issued by General
Wesley Clark, this vear’s presi-

From the 1999-2000 foreign

dential candidate, to attack the

Russians. Thank God, the Bri-
tish troops in the province re-
fused to comply.

Few people today remember
the case of the New York bank,
which amounted to the whole-
sale persecution of US bankers
who worked with. Russian ac-
counts. The idea was to “teach”
the Western business community
not to work with Russian busi-
nessmen, who were indiscrimi-
nately viewed as corrupt opera-
tors or members of organised
crime.

The new president began by
getting down in earnest to fore-
ign policy. Before Putin, Mos-
cow had one problem, which I
described in this way: “...Suffice

The author is, Ria Novosti political
analyst

it to recall the long list of summit
meetings which Boris Yeltsin
was invited to attend and the
favourite ‘pastime’ of that era,
We tried to guess which would
Yeltsin do: refuse to attcnd, send
one of his numerous premiers or
the foreign minister, or wreck
the meeting at the last possible
moment.”

The new  leader  sed this
situation o s advantaee, Here
are a few examples. In the spring
of 2000, Vladimir Putin, who was
running his election campaign,
refused (rather like Yeltsin did)
to go abroad and in this way
created a long list of foreign
leaders who wanted to meet him.
That spring, British Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair came to Moscow
and subsequently signalled to his
Western colleagues that Putin
was a man onc could do
business with.

Trial of strength

The world media wrote at the
time that the unexpected sivle of
the new president helped him to
become one of the club of world
leaders. That style was described
as boring, ineffective. soft, re-
mote, calm and unruftled. Putin
was presented as a classical
example of a Eurchureaucrat.
acceptable to the likes of him. It
was said that he had not wor-
sened relations with any country
but had won new friends without
losing old ones.

As for the possible isolation of
Russia, it ended at the G7 meet-
ing in Okinawa in 2000, wherc
Putin arrived from Pyongyang
and thus became a key and irre-
placeable figure at the summit
— at least during the discussion
of the Korean problem. Putin’s
trial of strength was over: he was
accepted as not just a competent
leader, but as “one of them”. G7
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leaders interpreted his calmness
as an unwillingness to provoke a
contlict and a desire to co-
operate.

The latter wus graphically con-
firmed at the turning point in the
history of Putin’s diplomacy.
This refers to his intuitive deci-
sion to call George Bush with an
offer of assistance after the Sep-

tember L2000 erporst attack
on the World imade Coenter, The
call was logically toliowed by a
long line of events that created
Russia’s current status on the
world scene, the status of a po-
wer that can refuse to agree with
its partners, be they NATOQ, the
USA or Britain, without discon-
tinuing co-operation with them,

But, the shrewdness of Putin’s
telephone call and his personal
style aside. it is the substance of
his diplomacy that matters. A
new Foreign Policy Concept
adopted in the summer of 2000
incorporated amendments on
the “economic” and “pragmatic”
nature of the policy that came
from the new president. It was
not isolationism or foreign po-
licy modesty but the procla-
mation of a new position, accor-
ding to which Russia’s economic
development should be the end
coal of its foreign policy and a
powerful foreign policy instru-
ment. Before Putin, Russia was
seen as — and indeéd was — a
victim of inept reforms and fin-
ancial crisis, which made her an
economic disaster zone. The
beginning of Putin’s presidency
coincided with the beginning of
econormic growth.

Few people remember that
Viadimir Putin stressed at the
APEC summit in Brunei in Nov-
ember 2000 that he represented
a country that would register
year-end economic growth of
7%. That shocking news did not
sink in immediately. The world

refused to believe it thinking
that it was a striking but unique
achievement, However, econo-
mic growth continued in the
subsequent yecars, in particular
thanks to a calm and conflict-
free foreign policy.

As a result, Russia has attain-
ed a new status at the end of
Putin’s first term. It is no longer
an international patient. Last
autumn international rescarch
structures that report the world’s
economic results recognised
Russia as a record-setting coun-
try in terms of economic
growth and one of the brilliant
four world leaders of the future
— China, India, Russia and
Brazil.

Inertia

It was a signal event promising
Moscow radical change. We can
furesee new trials and tests
similar to the ones China had to
pass ten years ago. When China
was viewed as a poor and prob-
lem country, it was hardly no-
ticed. But when it became clear
in the 1990s that the Chinese

ceonomy  wonld  soon suree
aheod of the US conmong, the
world's atitude o Chima chanes

ed dramatically. The US admuu-
stration has stopped its trials of
China’s strength, which lasted
throughout the 1990s, only re-
cently. China has become one of
the accepted world leaders.
Russia is only facing this trial,

It is this, rather than Iraq or
Russia’s internal events, the
elections in the USA or the ex-
pansion of the EU that can ¢x-
plain the strange pauvse in
Russia’s relations with the USA
and Europe. They have not de-
cided yet what to do with Russia
(or India and Brazil. for that
matter) as a leader of tomorrow
— to help it or hinder its de-
velopment.

The Russian mindset is mark-
ed by certain inertia, too. The
psychological shift from diseasc
to health, from the siege menta-
lity to international lcadership
takes time. The main {orcign po-
licy problems of Putin's first
term were connected sbove ali
with this inertia, with the psveio-
logical unwillingness of depart-
ments and major corporations to
accept the new situation. Rus-
sia’s new role in the world. the
fact that they lag behind changes
in the world, and their inability
to think ahcad.

This is why the toreign poliey
of the next presidential term
will be most probably focused
on a different set of tasks than
those he tackled during his first
term.
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- MOSCOW BLAST / CHECHEN HAND SEEN

W@ Putin vows to
oo crush terrorism -, —

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, FEB. 6. Nearly 40 per-
sons were killed and 122 were
wounded by a bomb blast that
ripped through a packed metro
train in Moscow on Friday. The
explosion tore through the sec-
ond wagon of an underground
train as it was approaching the
Avtozavodskaya station in
morning rush-hour. The Depu-
ty Interior Minister, Alexander
Chekalin, said 39 commuters
had been killed and 122 wound-
ed, but emergency workers on
the scene said the toll could rise
to 50, as witnesses said arms
and legs were scattered about
the carriage.

Security officials said the
bomb had the power equivalent
to one or two kg of TNT. A se-
vere fire that broke out after the
blast increased the number of

casualties. Television pictures
of the carriage showed twisted
metal and charred seats. In rush
hours, one metro carriage can
carry up to a 100 persons.

It was not immediately clear
whether the bomb had been set
off by a suicide bomber or was
hidden in a bag terrorists placed
in the carriage. In July 2003, two
Chechen women blew them-
selves up at an open-air music
festival at the Tushino airfield,
killing 14 people.

Friday’s blast was the worst
terrorist attack in Moscow yet.
In December, a woman suicide
bomber blew herself up outside
a hotel in central Moscow close
to the Kremlin, killing at least
five persons. Two suicide bom-
bers blew themselves up at a
Moscow rock concert in July,
killing 14 people.

Security measures have been

tightened throughout the Mos-
cow metro since the December
attack, but officials said it was’
next to impossible to spot a tet-.
rorist among two million people
who travel by metro every day.
The President, Vladimir Pu-
tin, blamed the blast on Che-
chen rebels and vowed to
destroy terrorists. .
“Russia does not negotiate.
with terrorists, it is destroying.
them,” Mr. Putin said in tele-
vised remarks. ‘
He did not rule out that the
metro attack could be linked to
the March 14 presidential elec-
tion which he is expected to’
easily win.
“I do not rule out that such
action may be used... in the,
presidential election campaign
as an instrument of exerting.
pressure on the head of state,”
Mr. Putin said.




