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NEW DELHI, DEC. 2. Amid contin-
uous heckling from across the
political spectrum, the arrest of
the Kanchi Sankaracharya was
raised in both Houses of Parlia-
ment today by the Bharatiya ja-
nata Party. The party called for
transfer of the case to another
State and Central intervention
to erisure proper treatment to
the Acharya.

With the BJP alleging that the
Congress-led Governments at
the Centre and in Andhra Pra-
desh were involved in the arrest
of the Acharya, Sri Jayendra Sa-
raswathi, the Government as-
serted that neither had anything
to do with the police action in
Tamil Nadu.

In the Lok Sabha, the issue
was raised by the Deputy Lead-
er of the BJP in the House, V.K.
Malhotra, as zero hour began.
Allowing him to raise the matter
that “pertains to a State” in view
of the sentiments attached to
the issue, the Speaker, Somnath
Chatterjee, reprimanded mem-
bers time and again for frequent
interruptions.

‘Use Article 256’

Mr. Malhotra said the Centre
should use Article 256 of the
Constitution to issue directives
to the State to ensure proper
treatment to the Acharya. Fur-
ther, he said, the case should be
transferred out of Tamil Nadu,
even as Mohammad Salim of
the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) said the arrest must
not be politicised. Though only
a couple of members spoke, the
issue held up the proceedings
for half-an-hour and much of
. what transpired was struck off
the records.

The Leader of the House and
Defence Minister, Pranab Muk-
herjee, said: “Neither the Centre
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Acharya case
to another State: BIP

Do not politicise issue: Minister

nor the Andhra Pradesh Gov-
emment had anything to do
with the arrest; this is a matter
exclusively within the purview
of the Tamil Nadu Govemn-
ment.”

Referring to the Prime Minis-
ter, Manmohan Singh’s letter to
the Tamil Nadu Chief Minister,
Jayalalithaa — which was cited
by Mr. Malhotra as the reason
for raising the issue on the
premise that it had ceased to be
a State issue after the Prime
Minister’s intervention — he
pointed out that Dr. Singh had
underlined the need for the law
to take its course.

The Minister of State for Par-
liamentary Affairs and Person-
nel, Suresh Pachouri, appealed
to the Rajya Sabha members to
refrain from politicising the ar-
rest. Responding to an hour-
Iong discussion during zero
hour, Mr. Pachouri said that Dr.
Singh in his letter to Ms. Jayala-
lithaa had observed that it was
an “extremely important” case
and emphasised that law must
take its course. Ms. Jayalalithaa
in. her reply had assured him
that proper care was being tak-
en while handling the case.

The Minister denied that the
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister,
Y.S. Rajasekhara Reddy, had
consulted either the Prime Min-
ister or the Union Home Minis-

ter before the arrest in
Mahbubnagar on November 11.
Assault on religious

institution, says Sushma

Raising the issue, the senior
BJP leader, Sushma Swaraj, said
the Acharya had been ill-treated
in custody and no arrangement
had been made for him to offer
his daily prayers or to give him
proper food. She expressed an-
guish over the “assault” on the
2,500-year-old religious institu-
tion by the Tamil Nadu Govern-
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ment and demanded that the
Centre issue directions under
Article 256 and 257 of the Con-
stitution.

Ms. Swaraj, who had visited
the Acharya in the Vellore Cen-
tral Jail, said that it was regret-
table that he was arrested on
the eve of Diwali, the most im-
portant festival for Hindus.
Even political leaders, eminent
journalists and reputed busi-
nessmen were usually lodged in
guesthouses.

AIADMK's stand

Refuting the BJP’s charges,
the AIADMK leader, P.G. Na-
rayanan, said the State Govern-
ment had the highest regard for
the Kanchi Mutt and accused
Ms. Swaraj of “misleading” the
House. “The arrest of the Sanka-
racharya was a painful action
undertaken by the State Gov-
ernment to uphold the rule of
law. Is it the case of the BJP,
which is the only party spear-
heading the protest, that no
case should be pursued against
the Shankaracharya? No politi-
cal party can say that the ac-
cused in a murder case be let off
just because he is holding a high
religious position,” he said.

Mr. Narayanan said that if the
State Government had not tak-
en the decision, it would have
been charged with wilting un-
der pressure from powerful
people.

Mr. Narayanan also ques-
tioned the BJP president, L.K.
Advani’'s demand for shifting
the case outside Tamil Nadu,
saying that law and order was a
State subject and the Centre
was more or less satisfied with
the State Government’s action.

Nilotpal Basu of the CPI(M)
said the case was under judicial
scrutiny and the right forum for
such a discussion was the Tamil
Nadu Assembly.
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* The sankaracharya'’s arrest has become mevitably politicized

w Trials of a pioneer .,

onastic intrigues

have been a source

of macabre fascina-

tion for the laity

From Umberto
Eco’s Name of the Rose to Dan
Brown’s best-selling Da Vinci Code,
tales of machinations of monks,
cardinals and godmen have en-
thralled both believers and sceptics,
not least because they have also pro-
vided valuable insights into a mys-
terious and cloistered world where
theology, ambition and greed pro-
duce a volatile cocktail.

Over the past week, there has
been considerable popular interest
in the dramatic arrest of the sanka-
racharya of Kanchi on a charge of
murder. Even as crime reporters
and unnamed police sources have
had a field day presenting some ex-
tremely fanciful theories to a hun-
gry media, the case has become in-
evitably politicized. Passions have
been further aroused by the public
prosecutor’s description of Sri Ja-
yendra Saraswati as a “criminal”
who deserved no exceptional treat-
ment. It has been suggested that the
sankaracharya’s arrest is a calcu-
lated assault on Hindu institutions
and the Hindu religion. Conversely,
in atheistic circles linked to the Dra-
vidian movement in Tamil Nadu,
there have been celebrations over
the humiliation of a Brahminical
bastion. The Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam chief, M. Karunanidhi,
has even gone to the extent of de-
manding a government takeover of
the Kanchi math whose assets have
been estimated by the media to be
worth some Rs 10,000 crore.

The arrest of the Kanchi sanka-
racharya is no ordinary event.
While it has become woefully com-
mon for sundry sadhus, maulvis
and padres to be charged with seri-
ous criminal offences, this is the
first time in living memory that a
person of such elevated standing
has become embroiled in a murder
case. The 69th sankaracharya of
Kanchi is the living embodiment of
a monastic order that was begun by
Shankara at his final resting place
in the 9th century. Along with the
peeths in Sringeri, Dwarka, Puri
and Badrinath, all established by
Shankara in the course of his jour-
ney to revitalize the sanatan dhar-
ma, the Kanchi math constitutes
one of the five pillars on which tra-
ditional Hinduism rests.

owever, the importance of
H the Kanchi sankaracharya

extends beyond the range of
the institution at Kancheepuram.
While orthodoxy attaches greater
importance to the other four maths,
it is Jayendra Saraswati who has in
many ways emerged as the public
face of Hindu dharma. Since he
took over from the revered S}*i
Chandrasekarendra Saraswati in
1994, the Kanchi seer has conscious-
ly broken from the tenets of the

SWAPAN DASGUPTA

dasanamisanyasi order that has de-
fined the conduct of the Shankara
orders. He has extended the activi-
ties of the math beyond meditation
and spiritual quest to social ac-
tivism. From campaigning against
religious conversions and champi-
oning the unrestricted temple-entry
of Dalits, he has involved the Kan-
chi math in grand projects centred
on education and healthcare. In-
deed, he has been a pioneer in steer-
ing an orthodox Hindu order to the
type of activism that was the hall-
mark of Swami Vivekananda. He
has even plunged headlong into the
treacherous world of politics as evi-

fallen out with the present dispensa-
tion, is still fiercely contested, there
seems to be a grudging acknowledg-
ment that a section of the math es-
tablishment did take the law into its
own hands. Adding to the murki-
ness are whispers of an underlying
power struggle involving the sank-
aracharya and his heir-apparent,
Sri Vijayendra Saraswati. The ob-
servation of the Art of Living pro-
ponent, Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, that
“saints should keep a watch on peo-
ple around them” has struck a
chord.

Regardless of how the legal bat-
tle proceeds, the entire incident has

Overhaul of orthodoxy

dent from his deep involvement in
attempts to find a negotiated settle-
ment to the Ayodhya dispute.

The arrest of such a man, in cir-
cumstances that reek of govern-
ment insensitivity, should, ideally,
have triggered a monumental Hin-
duexplosion. Yet, apart from an out-
pouring of Brahmin anger in Tamil
Nadu, a bandh in Kerala, some cam-
era-friendly demonstrations by
Vishwa Hindu Parishad leaders and
some strong words from the Swami
Dayananda Saraswati-led Hindu
Dharma Acharya Sabha, the reac-
tion has been strangely muted. De-
spite Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s expres-
sion of concern and Murli Manohar
Joshi’s show of solidarity, even the
Bharatiya Janata Party has trod a
cautious path.

1t is conceivable that the nature
of the charge against Jayendra Sar-
aswati has prompted more concern
than anger. Although the personal

involvement of the sankaracharya
in the murder of Sankara Raman, a
former math functionary who had
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been a colossal setback to Hindu ac-
tivism in India. The absence of a
backlash from those who revere the
institution of the sankaracharya
“has underlined the serious limitati-
ons of a Hindu-right-or-wrong appr-
oach. The principle of equality befo-
relaw, an important tenet in the pro-
cess of secularization, has, it would
seem, prevailed. Of course, if the sa-
nkaracharya is honourably acquitt-
ed, there may be an explosion of an-
ger. However, its manifestation is 1i-
kely to be electoral, and against the
All India Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam chief, J. Jayalalithaa, ra-
ther than sectarian. The faultlines
are unlikely to be dharma versus
adharma.
The relatively passive reaction

of Hindus to the sankaracharya’s
arrest can also vt swnlained by

caste. Despite attempts to I'éach out,
the Kanchi seer’s appeal remains
confined to Tamil Nadu’s belea-
guered Brahmin minority. His pan-
Indian importance, as aspokesman
of religious Hindu inferests, was
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out of proportion to his social limit-
ations in south India. No wonder
the visible protests were organized
by groups like the Rashtriya Swa-
yamsevak Sangh, VHP and Hindu
Munani, which have no stakes in
electoral politics and, consequently,
were not deterred by the awesome
power of anti-Brahminism.

Interestingly, this is not the first
time that the arrest of a sankara-
charya has failed to generate a mass
reaction. In 1990, the then Uttar Pra-
desh chief minister, Mulayam
Singh Yadav, arrested the Dwarka
sankaracharya, Swaroopanand Sa-
raswati, for leading a march to Ayo-
dhya. The Dwarka seer, who is fa-
vourably disposed to the Congress,
was attempting to undercut the BJP
and VHP on the temple issue,

The reluctance of Hindus to be
spontaneously moved by those rep-
resenting the traditional institu-
tions of sanatan dharma has cer-
tain profound implications for the
future of political Hinduism. It is
more than likely that legal difficul-
ties of the Kanchi sankaracharya
will prompt a reordering of priori-
ties in the math. Already criticized
for adopting a public profile and
confronted with the threat of a gov-
ernment take-over, it is entirely
possible that Jayendra Saraswati
and his successor will eschew ac-
tivism for passive philanthropy and

prayer.
I entirely possible that the advo-
cacy and promotion of Hindu
causes will pass almost exclusively
to political and religious leaders
who are less inhibited by tradition
and more confident of their social
clout. As things stand, the recent ex-
pansion of the Hindu social sector
has not been heralded by the centres
of orthodox religion or established
players like the Ramakrishna Mis-
sion who have shed Hinduness for
universalism. The initiatives have
been taken by religious figures such
as Sathya Sai Baba, Mata Amrita-
nandamayi, Sri Sri Ravi Shankar,
Swami Dayanand Saraswati, the
Swaminarayan sect, individuals fr-
om the Aurobindo Ashram and less-
er known figures like Swami Ashee-
mananda in Gujarat. It is they who
are giving the Hindu faith a new en-
ergy and new dynamism which is
likely to overshadow the Brahmin-
ism of the traditional orders.

The likely eclipse, in unfortu-
nate circumstances, of Jayendra Sa-
raswati’s overhaul of orthodoxy
may pave the way for a more social-
ly-committed, politically inclusive,
creative and modern Hinduism.
The hierarchy of the Kumbh Mela
may yield way to the ratings on the
Aastha channel and God TV. The
change, in many ways, could resem-
ble the transformation of the Chris-
tian faith in the United States of
America. The consequences, 100,
may not be dissimilar.

f this retreat materializes, it is



Jaya claims ‘shocking’
evidence agamst seer

‘But report to Centre sﬂent oﬁqdetalls

HT Correspondents
Chennai/ New Delhi,
November 17 L

CHIEF MINIST}%’R J. Jayalal-
ithaa today told the state Ass-
embly that the police had “sh-
ocking, but solid” evidence
against Kanchi Sankarachar-
ya Jayendra Saraswati’s “dir-
ect involvement” in the mur-
der of temple manager Sank-
araraman. She, however, did
not reveal the evidence.

Central officials say the re-
port Delhi has received from
the Tamil Nadu government
on the arrest, too, is abysmal-
ly short on details relating to
evidence against the seer and
the “circumstances” of the
police action.

They said the Jayalalithaa
regime had merely sent a
chronology of its actions, in-
cluding Jayendra Saraswati’s
detention in Mehboobnagar
and his transportation fo
Chennai and then to Vellore.
The state government is sil-
ent even on the procedure the
police followed while carry-
ing out the arrest in a state
{Andhra Pradesh) where it
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o

J, Jayalalithaa

has no jurisdiction.

An official said the Centre
won't seek further clarifica-
tions from Tamil Nadu; it
would, instead, rely on its
own intelligence channels to
get the information it needs.
Other than that, it will wait
for the chargesheet to be filed
in the court.

Jayalalithaa, however, told
the Assembly, “The interro-
gation of two key accused —
Kadhiravan and Rajni — has
revealed that the seer was in-
volved in the murder. A huge
amount as fee for the murder

was paid from the mutt’s
bank account, five people
were made to surrender to
mislead the investigations
and Saraswati stayed in tou-
ch with the murderers.”

She said the Sankarach-
arya was behind a similar at-
tack on a mutt devotee, Rad-
hakrishnan, in Chennai on
September 20, 2002, as he sus-
pected the latter to be behind
some anonymous letters di-
rected against him.

“Investigations have re-
vealed that Jayendra Saras-
wati conspired and plotted
with his henchmen to elimi-
nate Radhakrishnan, though
he was only injured. Since
this case is similar to Sanka-
raraman’s murder, the same
police team will investigate
it,” she said.

Jayalalithaa said the po-
lice were on the look out for
two more accused — Ravi
Subramaniam and Appu —
who along with Jayendra and
Kadhiravan had planned the
murder. She dismissed sug-
gestions that the police had
violated any norms while ar-
resting the seer.

THE HIDUST AN TIMES



Kanchi focus shifts to seer junior

Sangh, BJP
‘see poll hope

“Teartul’

acharya

mum on
arrest

M.R. VENKATESH

Kancheepuram, Nov. 16: Po-
litical leaders from Delhi troo-
ped to Vellore to meet acharya
Jayendra Saraswatl in jail
today, but a subtle power shift
was underway at the ashram
in Kancheepuram.

The junior acharya, Vijay-
endra Saraswati, returned to
the Kanchi Kamakoti Mutt th-
is morning to be welcomed by
devotees with cries of “Periya-
val, Periyaval”. Periyaval is an
affectionate term so far reser-
ved for Jayendra Saraswati.

Vijayendra Saraswati, who
was on a tour with the Kanchi
seer when he was arrested on
Thursday night by Tamil
Nadu police at Mehboobnagar
near Hyderabad, drove back in
awhite Cielo that was followed
by three mutt vans.

Devotees swarmed around
the car as it reached the west-
ern entry point to the temple
town. A brief reception to the
chanting of Vedic shlokas and
Poornakambha followed.

For the junior acharya, the
scene at Sarvatheertham —
the large temple tank that is a
border landmark here — when
he was offered prasad from the
Kamakshi Amman Temple
would have been a throwback
to 17 years ago. In 1987, Vijaye-
ndra Saraswati had received
the Kanchi seer at the same sp-

) when he returned after sud-
lenly leaving the mutt. Jayen-
ira Saraswati had been traced
oTalai Cauvery in Karnataka

md persuaded to come back.
Vijayendra Saraswati see-
ned to be groping for a respon-
etothe erief among followers
nd devotees over the arrest of

e seer on a murder charge.
For a while, it seemed he
tight not speak at all to the
-aiting media contingent as
it manager Sundaresa Iyer
1t the gates and said there
as nuthing the junior achar-
thad 1o say. But sensing that
lence could be interpreted
versely. the managers quick-
arranged a brief media in-

17 NOV 2004

Vijayvendra Saraswati at the news conference in Kanchi on Tuesday. (11}

teraction with Vijayendra
Saraswati before he resumed
his usual puja at the mutt.

Without mentioning the
arrest, the junior acharya sa-
id: “I am in deep sorrow now.
We should all join in an ear-
nest prayer to the Lord."” This
was preceded and followed by
Vijayendra Saraswati taking a
deep breath and observing a
minute’s silence. He sat on a
wooden stool during the meet.

Wiping a tear from his eye,
Vijayendra got up and left af-
ter former chief election com-
missioner T.N. Seshan prod-
ded him to wind up the inter-
action lest the media ask un-
comfortable questions.

As questions were raised
about why he did not condemn
the arrest, a mutt devotee re-

torted: “Why should Sri Vijay-
endra condemn? It is for the
acharva's followers to do it
and the whole country is distu-
rbed though there have hardly
heen any serious protests in
Tamil Naduso far...”

Only the Sangh parivar
and leaders of the BJP-led Na-
tional Democratic Alliance
have come out in protest aga-
inst the arrest. BJP leader Mu-
rli Manohar Joshi and NDA
convener George Fernandes
separately called on Jayendra
Saraswati in prison. Later,
Joshi decried the acharya
being treated like a “common
criminal”.

The former human resour-
ce development minister also
called on Vijayendra Sarasw-
ati here in the afternoon. Lat-

THE TELEGRAFH

er, Joshi said the seer had urg-
ed that wisdom and good sense
should prevail and people
should remain calm. Seeking
police custody for the acharya
was “'preposterous”, he said,
alleging that police were try-
ing to “concoct evidence”.

But a kilometre from the
mutt the Kancheepuram Dis-
trict People’s Forum staged a
demonstration against Jayen-
dra Saraswati, demanding
that the police should not
grant bail to a “murderer”.

High drama prevailed at
the judicial magistrate’s court
here as the police were direct-
ed to produce Jayendra Sara-
swati on Thursday to hear his
views on the prosecution’s pe-
tition seeking police custody
of the seer.

RADHIKA RAMASESHAN

New Delhi, Nov. 16: Have the
Sangh parivar and the BJP
found a new mascot in Jayen-
dra Saraswati? Murli Manoh-
ar Joshi, K.N. Govindacharya,
George Fernandes and the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad —
often sparring allies — have
closed ranks to denounce the
Kanchi acharya’s arrest.

The Sangh scored a minor
victory when it got Janata Dal
(United) leader Fernandes to
persuade the NDA to toe its
line on the arrest.

Far from a conflagration,
Jayendra Saraswati’s arrest
did not even cause a minor fire
in Tamil Nadu, the seat of the
Kanchi mutt. Why then are the
Sangh parivar and Fernandes
bristling in anger?

Observers believe that wi-
th the “Ayodhya card” subject
to the law of diminishing retu-
rns and other Hindutva issues
- a common civil code, conve-
rsions, illegal immigration
from Bangladesh — not taking
off, the arrest is a convenient
plank to whip up the bogey of
“Hinduism being under
threat”.

The VHP linked the arrest
by Tamil Nadu police to Sonia
Gandhi’s rise in politics and
suggested that nothing better
could be expected of a “for-
eign” ruler.

But the Sangh parivar cho-
se hot to attack Tamil Nadu ch-
ief minister Jayalalithaa. So-
urces explained that she had
been a “useful” ally of Hindut-
va, bucking the trend to supp-
ort Narendra Modi, and could
come handy in the future.
“Moreover, if we start brand-
ing her as anti-Hindu, it won’t
cut ice because she dared to br-
ing a law against religious co-
nversions,” said a BJP source,

BJP sources said while the-
ir protests against the arrest
may not bear fruit in Tamil
Nadu — where the acharya is
worshipped by a tiny fraction
of the minuscule Iyer commu-
nity — the idea is to revive a
pro-Hindu ambience in the he-
artland. “The seer has follow-
ersinBihar and Uttar Pradesh
among Shaivites. We have be-

Joshi (top), Fernandes:
Onahunt

en losing upper caste votes to
the Congress. We have to che-
ck the defection,” said a sou-
rce. Brahmins like Atal Bihari
Vajpayee and Joshi taking up
cudgels for the seer, sources
said, would go down well with
the upper castes.

The only problem is that
unlike Ram, a pan-Hindu fig-
ure, the Kanchi seer’s “appe-
al” islimited to a sect. The best
the BJP can hope to achieve is
to remind people of the “role”
he played in the Ayodhya
“movement”.

The Congress, always in a
quandary on religious mat-
ters, was over-cautious. Sonia,
asked to comment, said the
matter was sub judice and she
would not speak on it.

South support

Several south Indian organis-
ations today protested in Delhi
against the arrest of the
acharya and demanded his im-
mediate release.

They took out a march —
shouting slogans against Jay--
alalithaa and her government
— to Jantar Mantar and held a
day’s token hunger strike. The
protest was led by the Bharati-
yar Cultural Society, Dakshi-
na Bharata Samaj and the
Delhi Tamil Conferency /



Hindutva issue; N

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, November 14

FOUR DAYS after the maverick BJP
leader Uma Bharati challenged the
BJP leadership in full glare of cam-
eras, the NDA is meeting here on Mon-
day in the backdrop of the controversy
generated over BJP’s attempts to revive
the Hindutva issue.

BJP president L.K Advani, however,
on Sunday said he didn’t se any problem
from the allies on his stand on Hindutva
in the meeting on Monday. Ahead of the
NDA meet to discuss the BJP’s latest
stand on Hindutva, Advani said whatev-
er he had stated on the issue at the BJP
national council on October 27 was in
consonance with the NDA manifesto.
“We are meeting on Monday to clear the
confusion, if any,” he said at Amritsar.

Advani sald he had spoken to NDA
convener George Fernandes after some
misgivings over his speech at the BJP
conciave. “In fact, I had suggested that
the NDA hold a meeting on Monday so
that there is no misunderstanding.” This
is the first meeting of the NDA after Ad-
vani took over as the BJP president from
Venkaiah Naidu last month.

In his bid to win back the BJP’s core
constituency, Advani had told the BJP
conclave that construction of the Ram
temple was inevitable and the Vajpayee
government had been on the verge of
finding a solution to the issue before the
" Lok Sabha polls. His statement, however,
caused suspicion among the allies be-
cause of his association with the issue.
The BJP, which is dependent on its NDA

meet to
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BJP president L.K. Advani pays obeisance at the Golden Temple in Amritsar on Sunday.

allies for the Assembly elections in Bihar
and Jharkhand, is keen to downplay the
issue. The alliance’s priority has to be
kept in mind to avoid a split in the NDA
vote in the coming polils.

Nevertheless, the allies are expected to
use the accasion to ask the BJP to make
its stand clear on Hindutva and con-
tentious issues like Ayodhya, Article 370
and Uniform Civil Code. The JD(U) at its
natior.al executive meet had adopted a
resolution saying it had joined the NDA

15 NV ogpq  THE HDUSTANTIES

only after three controversial issues had
been removed from the alliance’s agen-
da. “If any effort is made to revive them.,
we shall have to take another road. We
shall never compromise with religious
bigotry,” a leader said.

The NDA meeting is also likely to de-
liberate on the recent arrest of Kanchi
Sankaracharya Jayendra Saraswati. The
BJP has already expressed shock over
the pontiff’s arrest seeking his “security

and safety.”




PM den es rol of Cengre
- in Kanchi seer’s arre%

Our Political Bureau

“NEW DELHI 14 NOVEMBER

ITH the Kanchi
Shankaracharya’s ar-
rest on the charges of

murder threatening to snowball
into a major political controversy,
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh on Sunday was con-
strained to step in by making it
clear that that the Centre had no
role in the affair.

Onaday when the RSS and its
affiliates such as the VHE, Bajrang
Dal and even the BJP stepped up
their protests against the decision
to lodge the Shankaracharya in
judicial custody, the Prime Minis-
ter tried to steer clear of the con-
troversy by asserting that the
Centre had no role in the arrest,
and dismissed the charge that the
action against the seer was taken
attheinstance of the UPA govern-
ment. “The Centre has no role in
the arrest. It is not correct to say
we had a role. To say the least, it is
notour concern,” Dr Singh said in
Hyderabad on Sunday afternoon.

The Kanchi Shankaracharya
was artested on November 11
from Mehboobnagar in Andhra
Pradesh in connection with the
murder of a former employee of
the Kanchi Mutt. The Prime Min-
ister'sstatement only reflected the
government’s, and the Congress
party’s, concern over an adverse
fallout of the Shankaracharya’s
arrest. While the Congress has
limited itself to stating that it was
wrong to have arrested him on
the day Diwali was being cele-
brated, there is an apprehension
in the party that the entire
episode, if not handled properly
and delicately, has the potential of
dragging the party into it.

The principal Opposition par-
ty, the BJP, on the other hand, de-
plored the arrest, observing that
the Tamil Nadu government,

while ordering the seer’s arrest,
appeared to have acted “in haste”
or “under pressure”. “The
Supreme Court has set certain
guidelines on whom to arrest or
whom not to arrest for what of-
fence. It seems the decisions (in
Shankaracharya’s case) taken are
either hasty or taken under pres-
sure,” BJP president L.K. Advani
told reporters in Amritsar. “He
(the Shankaracharya) is not the
kind of person who will go un-
derground or vanish. As far as the
facts are concerned, the case isin
courtandit is the court that hasto
decide,” he said.

While the BJP has not taken a
formal decision to join in the
protests being organised by the
Sangh parivar, it has, it appears,
made it clear that its workers
were free to participate in the on-
going agitation. This was evident
from reports of BJP workers tak-
ing part in the protests across the
country. The Jayalalitha govern-
ment’s decision to put the
Shankaracharya behind bars,
however, came in for some left-
handed compliment from the
Left parties. While charging the
VHP and other forces with trying
to give the issue a political colour,
the CPM politburo issued a state-
ment asking the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment not (o give in to any
pressure as the Shankaracharya
was not above the law,

“While the case should be pur-
sued with sensitivity keeping in
mind the religious status of the
individual concerned, it must be
empbhasised that this is not a reli-
gious matter,” the statement said.
Pointing out that the prosecution
had stated that sufficient evi-
dence existed in the case to pro-
ceed against him, the CPM said
the judicial process should pro-
ceed unhindered. CPI national
secretary D. Raja also wanted the
law to take its own course.
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JAYENDRA SARASWATI

Junior seer |,
may take over |
Kanchi Mutt |

Hyderabad
"~ T4 NOVEMBER ' ‘

THE junior Shankaracharya of
Kanchi Mutt, Vijayendra
Saraswati, would take over the
reins of the Kanchi Kamakoti
Peetham if necessary, Swamy
Swaroopanand Saraswati of
Sharada Peetham at Visakhap-
atnam said on Sunday.
Vijayendra Saraswati’s as-
cendancy to the pulpit of the
Mutt is a foregone conclusion
in view of Shankaracharya
Jayendra Saraswati’s arrest
and remand in a murder case,
Swaroopanand told a Jocal TV
channelin an interview.
Swamy Swaroopananda
said Vijayendra Saraswati was
sworn in as the legal heir of
Jayendra Saraswati some time
back and “hence there will be
no confusion in the change of
guard in the Kanchi Mutt.”

Vijayendra Saraswatiis
in Mahaboobnagar. /PH/‘
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“JD-U wants BJP to

clear T£

RANCH]I, Oct. 31. — The
Janata Dal (United) has
sought a clarification from
the BJP on the recent
statements made by its
leadership on the Ayodhya
issue and has asked for a
meeting of the National
Democratic Alliance for a
discussion.

In its political resolu-
tion passed at the three-
day National Executive
which concluded here to-
day, the JD-U members
felt that the recent state-
ments have created a
feeling in the minds of
the people and in the
minds of political activists
that the BJP is charting
its own course with Hin-
dutva as its direction. The
resolution also said that
while each party in the
NDA has the right to pur-
sue its policies, anything
that impinges on the
NDA agenda raises too
many questions.

“We joined the NDA
only after the three con-
troversial issues —
Article 370, Uniform Civil
Code and Ayodhya — had
been removed from the
agenda. If any effort is
now made to revive them,
we shall have to take
another road. We shall
never compromise with
religious bigotry,” the res-
olution said.

The resolution seeking
clarification contradicts a
statement made by JD-U
President Mr George

—

RANCHI, Oct. 31.— Ina
bid 1o attract the Kurmi po-
pulation ahead of the Jhar-
khand Assembly elections,
Mr Nitish Kumar today sug-
gested to the party's state
unit to include in their poll
manifesto the demand for
inclusion of Kurmis in the
ST list. — P

Fernandes on Saturday
that the BJP has not devi-
ated from its stand on
Hindutva.

According to the NDA
agenda on the Ayodhya
issue, it was decided that
both parties would find a
solution and if that was
not found the court’s ver-
dict would be abided by.

The UPA government
was criticised for dismiss-
ing the Phukan Commis-
sion set up to inquire into
the Tehelka issue.

Jaitley for talks

- The confusion among the

NDA partners over Mr
Advani’s  concept of
Hindutva and his views
over the Ayodhya issue
would be sorted out
through dialogue, party
general secretary Mr Arun
Jaitley said. “The BJP has
it’s own ideology. Advani-
jee has clarified that
Hindutva, Indianness and
nationalism have the same
meaning and has nothing
to do with religion. NDA
partners should not have
any objection to this.”

n 1 NGV 2004
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VHP threat
to snap ties

VADTAL (Gujarat), Oct.
31. — The VHP today
warned the BJP that they
would snap ties with the lat-
ter if the Ram Janma-
bhoomi issue was diluted.
Displeased with the man-
ner in which the BJP has
been persuing the issue,
VHP working president Mr
Ashok Singhal warned the
BJP to deal with it more
seriously. “The Ram Jan-
mabhoomi is more dearer
to us than the BJP. If the
VHP has to foresake
either, we would prefer to
dump the BJP” Mr Singhal
told a convention of VHP
workers here. He added
that the Temple issue was
“non-negotiable” and that
the matter “cannot be
solved by the courts”.

‘Dharmayudh’

Asking Hindus to prepare
for a Dharmayudh, VHP
general secretary Mr Pravin
Togadia today told party
workers to become more
aggressive to protect Hin-
dutva and Hindu temples at
any cost. He also cautioned
that the day is not far when
the minority population
will outnumber Hindus. To
check the minority popula-
tion, a law is neceded that
forbids the minorities from
having more than one wife
and producing more than
two children, he said.
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EC whip on religion in polls

HTC and Agencies
New Delhi, September 10

W

THE ELECTION Comimission to-
day warned political parties
against fanning religious pas-
sions in the run-up to the Maha-
rashtra Assembly polls. Chief
Election Commissioner T.S. Kr-
ishnamurthy said “adequate ac-
tion” would be taken “if the need
arose” during Uma Bharati’s
“Tiranga Yatra” that enters Ma-
harashtra at the weekend.

Does he fear that Uma Bharti’s
yatra will vitiate the atmos-
phere? Krishnamurthy said:
“The state has enough powers.
We do not proceed on assump-
tions, When the problem comes,
adequate action will be taken ei-
ther by the state government or
by the EC if there is need.”

14

“Re\igi us sentiments should
not be used for political purpos-
es, This applies to all political
parties. There are enough provi-
sions in the IPC to proceed
against (violators) if religious
celebrations are patently politi-
cised,” Krishnamurthy said.

The poll panel asked all parties
to follow the model code of con-
duct during their campaigns and
to desist from misusing religious
sentiments for political purposes
during Ganesh Chaturthi.

Stray complaints against the
behaviour of some poll observers
have been worrying Krishna-
murthy. His advice to such offi-
cials was: “Be neutral and unbi-
ased”, and don't become a bur-
den on the district authorities de-
mean themselves and the system
by seeking lavish hospitality,

THE HIDUST AN TIMES

Battie for Maharashtra

Tha £EC warned parties of
action if religious sentiments
were used for political gains.
it may also take “adequate
action” against Uma Bharti’s
‘Tiranga Yatra’, if needed

The BJP says ‘Veer Savarkar'
and ‘Tiranga Yatra’ of former
MP CM Uma Bharti would not
be major issues in”
Maharashtra polls.
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COW in NDA

“manifesto

NEW DELH]I, April 8. —
Despite its earlier reserva-
tions over Hindutva issues,
the National Democratic
Alliance today included
Ayodhya and the ban on
cow slaughter in its elec-
tion manifesto, which said
the NDA favoured an early
and amicable solution to
the Ayodhya dispute.
~ Releasing the manifesto,
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee
said the issue cannot be
“ignored”, reflecting the
complete dominance of
the BIP over other allies in
the ruling coalition.

“The Ram Temple issue

is one of national concern ,

and one cannot go ahead
by ignoring it. But we have
also suggested how it
should be resolved... either
through dialogue or a
court verdict which will be
. acceptable to all con-

-cerned,” said Mr Vajpayee,
addressing a press confer-
ence after releasing the 36-
page NDA agenda for the
Lok Sabha polls.

He” said Ayodhya has

‘ AP’Q 20’74

Mind ille mine Xb\

KOLKATA, April 8. - Miss
Mamata Banerjee, coal
minister, today ruled out
privatisation of mines
although the NDA manife-
sto has the measure on its
agenda. On her refun from
Delhi this svening; she saic
that she had signed the
manifesto only after -
receiving an assurance
from the NDA allie$ that
coal mines would not be
privatised if the coalition
came to power. — SNS

been included in the age:
da as “we do not want it 1
be prolonged and becorr
an issue in the elections”
In the 1998 and 19¢
polls, NDA had put Ayo
hya, Article 370 and Unit.
rm Civil Code on the back
burner. The agenda relea

"sed today expressed hop.

that an early and amicablc
solution to Ayodhya will
strengthen national integr-
ation. “We continue to hold
that the judiciary’s verdict
ip this matter should be ac-
cepted by all,” it said.
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Islamic clerics welcome
vx"RSS-Jamiat talks

Our Political Bureau
7 NEW DELHI 16 JANUARY

FFORTS to spread the
E feel good factor on the

Ayodhya front appear to
be yielding some results at last,
with a host of Islamic clerics
welcoming the talks between
RSS and Jamiat-i-Ulema-e-
Hind.

Appreciating the dialogue
process, All India Muslim Per-
sonal Law Board member
Maulana Mohd Yaqub Buland-
shahri said the talks between
RSS and Jamiat would create
goodwill between the two com-
munities and help find a solu-
tion to the vexed mandir-masjid
controversy. Maulana Buland-
shahri is also chief of Saharan-
pur-based Mahaze Uluum
madrassa, the second largest
: madrassa in the country.

“The suspicions of the people
of the two religions can be re-
moved only through talks,” he

said.
Malntalnmg that the court
would facilitate a solution to the
controversy, he observed that
the goodwill created through
the talks would help all sides
concerned to accept the verdict
without heartburn.
Meanwhile, RSS said it
hoped the dispute would be re-
salved in coming months,
through negotiations. “Things
appear tobe movingin the right
direction after the Dalai Lama’s
appeal. There is lot of progress
on the issue. We hope to find a
solution to the controversy in
the next few months,” RSS
spokesman Ram Madhav said.
Stating that RSS was keen to
see a negotiated settlement on
the Ayodhya issue, the RSS
leader said the Lama’s initiative
should be supported by both
sides.
Hoping that Jamiat would
take the right decision on re-
solving the Ayodhya issue, Qari

The Economic Times

Mohammad Mustafa of Jama
Seja Aam Dadri said something
beneficial would emerge from
the ongoing talks.

Mufti Azam of Saharanpur
and Qazi Shakeel Ahmed said
all religions were like parts of
the same body and the separa-
tion of any of these would cause
pain.

“The differences between
Hindus and Muslims have been
created because of politics and
these canbe eliminated through
talks,” said Maulana Mohd
Hamid of Ghaziabad.

Universal Association for
Spiritual Awareness founder-
president N.K. Sharma, who
was instrumental in bringing
about the RSS-Jamiat talks, said
the path was full of challenges
and any attempt to politicise the
issue would harm the process.
“We are taking the media into
confidence on the develop-
ments so that there is no im-
pression of barter,” he said.
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