‘Osama still alive,

Pakistan Prez admits that Bin Laden trail has gone cold m Ca

Agencies
Islamabad, December 5

PAKISTAN PRESIDENT Gen-

eral Pervez Musharraf has
- said that terror mastermind

Osama bin Laden is alive.

According to the Dawn,
Musharraf, while on a visit to
Argentina said, that interroga-
tion of terror suspects and al-
Qaida activists mopped up dur-
ing military operations lau-
nched by Pakistan army in the
tribal and mountainous region
bordering Afghanistan had re-
vealed that Osama was alive.

“Based on interrogations of
other members of al-Qaida, I
know he is alive,” the paper
quoted him as saying.

He, however, added that nei-
ther he nor Pakistani intelli-
gence had any idea of Osama’s
whereabouts.

More than three years after
al-Qaida’s attacks on the World
Trade Centre and the Pentagon
killed almost 3,000 people, Mu-
sharraf insisted in an intervi-
ew to The Washington Post that
Pakistani forces are still ag-
gressively pursuing the world’s
most notorious terrorist.

Pressed on whether the trail
had gone cold, he said, “Yes, if
you mean we don’t know, from
that point of view, we don’t
know where he is.”

The US shares major re-
sponsibility, Musharraf sug-
gested, because the US-led
coalition does not have enough
troops in Afghanistan, which
has left “Voids”. The US and its
allies need to expedite training
and expansion of the new
Afghan army as the only vi-
able alternative, he said.

Challenges in Afghanistan
would be better dealt with “if
the Afghan national army isra-
ised faster, in more strength, so
that they can reach out to fill th-
ese voids that I am talking abo-
ut, where US forces or coalition
forces are not there,” he said.

The hunt for al-Qaida mem-
bers, including top lieutenants
of Osama, is also foundering

S C//

says

because of the diffuse array of
groups under its umbrella.
Pakistani forces are usually
not even certain who or what
factions they are pursuing in
the treacherous tribal regions
along its border with Afgh-
anistan, Musharraf said.

“Now, when we operate in
many areas, we don’t know who
we are operating against and
suddenly we find out that, okay,
we've got (or) we've killed so-
and-so,” Musharraf said. Some-
times Pakistani forces just
“bump into them”, he added.

In a raid, Pakistani forces
captured the mastermind be-

hind the month-long seizure of
three UN workers in Afgh-
anistan, “but we didn’t know
we were operating against
him”, he said.

In another recent raid on an
unidentified target, Pakistani
troops killed a member of a
Chinese East Turkistan Islam-
ic Movement, a group of
Uighur Muslims challenging
Chinese control over an area
around Xinjiang, he said.

The Pakistani leader also
denied reports that his troops
were withdrawing from south
Waziristan, a tense tribal area
along the mountainous border

that was considered a possible
hiding place for bin Laden and
his deputy, Ayman Zawahri.
Pakistan, he said, has or-
dered a “relocation” and tacti-
cal shift of its forces now that
exiremists have been flushed
out of five valleys in south
Waziristan and forced into re-
mote mountains where they
will be pursued by Pakistan’s
helicopter-borne Special Oper-
ations Task Force. As many as
8,000 troops have been deployed
there in recent operations to
nab extremists who cross from
Afghanistan or use the border.
Pakistan’s military opera-

h AP
Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf arrives at London’s Heathrow Airport with wife Shehba (left) on Sunday. A range of issues like tackling
terrorism and strengthening bilateral ‘strategic ties’ are expected to figure in talks between Musharraf and British PM Tony Blair on Monday.

tion, combined with a political
push to win cooperation from
the local population, Mushar-
raf said, has been a recent vic-
tory. “They’re on the run now,”
he claimed. The Bush adminis-
tration, the Post noted, has
played down any tension over
continuing efforts by US inves-
tigators to learn more about
the black market nuclear tech-
nology network run by Pak-
istan’s top scientist, A. Q Khan.

US officials believe Khan
has not been fully candid in
disclosing the scope of his help
to nations such as Libya seek-
ing to develop nuclear bombs.

Musharraf

lIs for Afghan army’s participation
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But Pakistan has refused to al-
low US or International Atom-
ic Energy Agency investiga-
tors to interrogate Khan, who
was pardoned by Musharraf
and remains in Pakistan under
what officials call house arrest.

Gen may retain both posts

Gen Musharraf, whose coun-
try in his absence enacted a
law allowing him to continue
as both the President and
Army Chief beyond this year,
has said that he may retain his
dual roles to guarantee “the
sustainability of our policies.
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ISLAMABAD, Nov. 26. —
Observing that the issues of
Kashmir and Palestine were “ripe”
for resolution, Pakistan President
Pervez Musharraf today said he
would take them up during his
forthcoming talks with the US,
British and French leaders.

“I think Palestine and Kashmir
disputes are ripe for resolution.
We have to resolve them. That will
bring considerable stability into
the world,” Gen. Musharraf told
reporters before leaving for a tour

of Latin American countries cov-.

ering Brazil, Argentina and
Mexico, following which he would
make stop-overs in USA, France
and Britain.

Gen. Musharraf said he would
focus his talks with President
George W Bush, French President
Jacques Chirac and British Prime
Minister Tony Blair on implemen-
tation of the second prong of his
theory on- enlightened modera-
tion, in which he advocates the
Muslim world taking steps to fight
forces of extremism and the West
helping to resolve the disputes
involving Muslim world.

Gen. Musharraf, who would be

ar?af

the Latin American countries, said
he looked forward to consolidat-
ing Pakistan’s relations with the
three countries.

The Pakistani President accom-
panied by a small delegation of
businessmen was seen off at the
airport by Prime Minister Shaukat
Aziz and top military officers.

Gen. Musharraf later made a
brief stop-over at Istanbul on his
way to Brazil on the first leg of his
visit to the Latin American coun-
tries. Turkish President Ahmet
Necdet Sezer had specially flown
from Ankara to Istanbul to receive
Musharraf and his wife Begum
Sehba, APP news agency said.

Later, the two Presidents
exchanged views on matters of
mutual interests and regional and
international issues. The Turkish
President also hosted a lunch in
honour of Gen. Musharraf.

Indo-Pak dialogue helpful: Aziz

The Pakistani Prime Minister, Mr
Shaukat Aziz, today said he be-
lieved that the composite dialogue
with India would lead to resolu-
tion of all issues including
Kashmir and gave broad hints that
his country would go ahead with
the trans-national gas pipeline
even if New Delhi dithered due to
reservations.

“Pakistan believes that the com-
posite dialogue with India will
lead to resolution of all issues
including Kashmir according to
aspirations of Kashmiris,” he told
the Federal Cabinet while briefing

‘about his visit to India on talks

with Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and other Indian leaders.

- Mr Aziz said Pakistan would go
ahead with plans to lay gas
pipeline from Iran, Qatar and
Turkmenistan to meet its energy
requirements for an expanding
economy.
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~ PoK government backs
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By M Saleem Pandit/TNN

! Muzaffarabad (PoK): Unlike the
disagreement on President Pervez
Musharraf’s seven-region Kashmir
formula in Pakistan and across the
Line of Control, the Pak-occupied-
Kashmir (PoK) government here has
guardedly supported it.

But at the same time it wants the
involvement of people’s representa-
tives of Kashmir, both mainstream
politicians and separatists, in the di-
alogue process. Musharraf had at a
Iftaar party last month suggested
identification of seven regions
across Jammu and Kashmir, demili-
tarising them and thereafter granti-
ng them status. PoK prime minister
Sardar Sikandar Khan told a delega-
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tion of Indian
journalists on
Thursday that

there was some
progress in the di-
alogue process be-
tween India and
Pakistan over the
Kashmir  issue.
Khan claimed that
the Paklstan government had been
taking the PoK government into con-
fidence before any talks process with
India over the Kashmir problem.
Khan, according to reports, is
scheduled to meet leaders of the mod-
erate Hurriyat group at Kathmandu
in December. The Hurriyat leaders
have also been asking the Indian gov-
ernment to allow them to visit Pak-

THE TIMES CF INDIA

Musharraf formula’®

istan and PoK to discuss the Kashmir
situation with their leaders.

Khan claimed the PoK enjoyed po-
litical autonomy and the Pakistan
military had no role to play in run-
ning the government. “Only defence,
communication and currency are in
the hands of Pakistan,” he claimed.

He claimed PoK was more peaceful
than many parts of Pakistan. Khan,
who mlgrated to Muzaffarabad from
Poonch in Jammu, said many fami-
lies had been divided because of par-
tition and there was a need to do
something for such families.

Hailing the move to re-open the
Srmagar Muzaffarabad road, the
PoK prime minister said the bus
service across the LoC would end the
sufferings of the divided familjes.



" Putin signs Bill
to rafify ¢ ©
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Associated Press
Moscow, November 5 I

PRESIDENT VLADIMIR Putin has
signed a bill confirming Russia’s rati-
fication of the Kyoto Protocol, the
Kremlin said on Friday, clearing the
way for the global climate pact to
come into force early next year.

Both houses of parliament last
month ratified the protocol, which
aims to stem global warming by reduc-
ing greenhouse-gas emissions. Putin
signed the bill on Thursday, the Krem-
lin said. Without Russia’s support, the
pact — which has been rejected by the
US and Australia — could not have
come into effect. It needed endorse-
ment by 55 industrialised nations ac-
counting for at least 55 per cent of glob-
al greenhouse gas emissions in 1990,

The US alone accounted for 36 per
cent of carbon dioxide emissions in
1990, while Russia accounted for 17
per cent. After years of hesitation,
Putin pledged in May to speed up ap-
proval in return for the European
Union's support of Russia’s bid to join
the WTO. The 1997 pact would take ef-
fect 90 days after Russia notified the
United Nations of its ratification.

The pact’s approval followed fierce
debates among Russian officials. Rus-
sia’s foes of Kyoto, led by Putin’s eco-
nomic adviser Andrei IHarionov,
warned that the pact would stymie the
nation’s economic growth. Kyoto back-
ers rejected that claim, saying even af-
ter afive-year recovery, the post-Soviet

%on(imic meltdown has left emissions
some 30 per cent below the baseline.
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Pak

Agencies l‘ CN
Islamabad, June 11

b
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AT LEAST 15 Pakistani sol-
diers and more than 35 al-Qa-
ida militants were killed as
the army, backed by heavy ar-
tillery and helicopters, attac-
ked militant hideouts in the
south Waziristan region near
the Afghanistan border to-
day. Security for President
Musharraf has been beefed
up to “an unprecedented lev-
el” following the attack.

The early-morning strike
triggered a fierce gunbattle
between the government
foreces and al Qaida-backed
fighters. “Today we respo-
nded appropriately to the
latest unprovoked attacks
by the terrorists,” Pakistan
army spokesman General
Shaukat Sultan said.

Interior Minister Faisal
Saleh Hayat told Pakistan’s

blitz

parliament\ that the mili-
tary would ¢ontinue its as-
sault in the Shakai area un-
til it had been cleared of
militants. Hayat said the
government suspected a
link between the fighting
and an attempt to kill the
military commander in
Karachi on Thursday.

The Karachi corps com-
mander, Lt-Gen Ahsan
Saleem Hayat, survived but
10 people were killed in
Thursday’s ambush on his
motorcade.More than 53
people have been Kkilled in
three days of fighting.

Pakistan has said up to
600 foreign militants, inclu-
ding Arabs, Chechens and
Uzbeks linked to the al Qai-
da network, have been hid-
ing in tribal areas close to
the Afghan border, protect-
ed by Pakistani tribesmen.

At least two aircraft

THE HIDUSTAN TIMFS

Pervez Musharraf
Under threat

bombed two houses where
militants were thought to
be holed up in the Shakai
area, 17 km west of the re-
gional capital, Wana, wit-
nesses said.

Many people, including
women and children, wa-
lked for miles to safety af-
ter authorities ordered res-
idents of Shakai to evacu-
ate the battle zone.

Hiy NN

on a- Qaida hub

“The foreign elements,
along with their accom-
plices, had not only taken
the local population host-
age but were also a nuisan-
cefor the entire area... They
foreibly occupied a civilian
compound and used wom-
en and children as human
shields and the security
forces had to respond in
self defence,” a military
statement said.

This is the first time the
forces bombed with aircra-
ft. A Pashtun tribesman
who has rallied support am-
ong his clan for foreign mil-
itants in South Waziristan
said on Thursday that the
attack in Karachi wds a re-
sponse to the military’s op-
eration on tribal territory.
Tribesman Nek Moham-
med said more militant at-
tacks were planned in Is-
lamabad and Rawalpindi.



‘No more terms
Jor Cwealth’
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Press Trust of India
Islamabad, May 24

PAKISTAN  PRESIDENT
Pervez Musharraf on Mon-
day took strong exception to
the Commonwealth’s deci-
sion to keep a watch on the
implementation of his deci-
sion to quit as Army Chief
by the year-end, saying he
would not accept any such
“conditionalities”.

“We're very happy to be
admitted into the Common-
wealth. But I take very str-
ong exception to the Com-
monwealth Secretary-Gen-
eral (Don Mckinnon’s) com-
ments that it will keep an
eye on Pakistan”, he said
and asserted he would take
decisions on internal issues
keeping in mind the interes-
ts of Pakistan and not that
of the Commonwealth.

“All actions we take here
are in the interests of Pak-
istan and not in the interes-
ts of the Commonwealth.
We don’t care about that. Let
that be clear. Let it not be
said that we’re being kept
under watch.

“If we’re happy to be in
the Commonwealth, the Co-
mmonwealth should be pro-
ud of a having a country
like Pakistan joining it.
Therefore, we don’t accept
such conditionalities”, he

S TAN T

REUTERS
President Pervez Musharraf
speaks at a youth meet in
Islamabad on Monday.

said while addressing a stu-
dents’ convention on extre-
mism here.

McKinnon said the Com-
monwealth Ministerial Ac-
tion Group would review
Pakistan’s case again in
September, especially in the
light of Musharraf’s com-
mitment to quit the post of
Army Chief by year-end.

On criticism from some
member-nations of CMAG —
which readmitted Pakistan
two days ago at a meeting in
London - Musharraf lam-
basted the African countries
which had expressed doubts
that democracy would ever
return to Pakistan under the
General'’s rule.

25 MAY 2004
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA ,J\/‘
JERUSALEM, MAY 11

t  SENIOR US officials believe that Syria

was a possible client of disgraced Pakistani
nuclear scientist Abdul Qadeer Khan, a
media report said. “There is growing con-

cern among senior US State Department -

officials that Damascus hasbeen pursuing a
clandestine nuclear weapons development
programme, and may already have pro-
cured centrifuges from Pakistan that can

"Khan sold nuclear parts
to Syria, clalms report

Showduwn!pams as Shahbaz

purify uranium for use in bombs,” Maariv Pl

online reported.

However, the intelligence reports are
said to be somewhat ambiguous, and the
US intelligence community remains some-
what divided on the issue, it added.

In early May, US Undersecretary of
State for Arms Control, John Bolton said
Khan had several “other customers” be-
sides Iran, Libya and North Korea. West-
em diplomats in Vienna said Bolton was

“clearly referring to Syria”, the report said.

“Syria certainly had contact with
Khan,” a non-US western diplomat is
quoted to have said, adding suspicions of
Syrian research in atomic weapons has ex-
istedfordecades. -

INDIAN EXPRESS
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Pak tunnel escape

theo

G5
Wana, March 22: Top al Qaida
terrorists may have escaped a
siege involving thousands of
Pakistani soldiers through sev-
eral secret tunnels leading from
mud fortresses to a dry moun-
tain stream near the border with
Afghanistan, a security chief
said today.

The longest tunnel found so
far was more than 2 km long and
led from the homes of two local
men — Nek Mohammed and
Sharif Khan — to a stream near
the frontier, said Brigadier Mah-
mood Shah, head of security for
Pakistan’s tribal regions.

“There is a possibility that
the tunnel may have been used at
the start of the operation,” Shah
told journalists in Peshawar. He
said the tunnels began at homes
in the village of Kaloosha and
led in the direction of a moun-
tain range that straddles the bor-
der.

Three senior officials have
said that they believe Ayman al-
Zawahri may be at the site,
though the government has re-
peatedly said it does not know
who is inside. President Pervez
Musharraf said on Thursday
that a “high-value” target was
probably involved. The militants
may have used the tunnel to es-
cape during the disastrous first
day of the operation on March
16, when at least 15 soldiers were
killed in fierce fighting.

Still, Lieutenant General Saf-
dar Hussain, the commander of
the operation, said over the
weekend that authorities believe
an important terrorist remains

1%

()7

Crops up

Military spokesman Major General Shaukat Sultan (right) and

foreign office spokesman Masood Khan at a briefing in
Islamabad. (AFP)

inside, based on the level of re-
sistance of the holdouts. Pak-
istan’s military said it was con-
ducting DNA tests to identify six
suspected foreign terrorists
killed in the fighting, but would
not elaborate on whether they
included any important terror
figure.

Five bodies of what appeared
to be 25- to 30-year-old men were
displayed to journalists at a mili-
tary mortuary in Rawalpindi
late yesterday. Al-Zawahri, an
Egyptian surgeon, is 52-years-
old. The bodies were laid out on
stretchers and in open coffins in
bloodied clothes.

In a separate incident, attack-
ers ambushed an army convoy
today, killing 12 soldiers and
wounding 22 more, as tribal eld-
ers tried to persuade encircled al
Qaida fighters to surrender. The
army held fire today to let a dele-

gation of elders talk peace.

However, a convoy heading
for Wana to support the opera-
tion against the militants was
ambushed by fighters with rock-
ets.

Abizaid arrives

Days after US secretary of state
Colin Powell’s visit to Pakistan,
top US commander Lieutenant
General John Abizaid arrived in
Islamabad today for follow-up
talks on the war on terror with
reference to the military opera-
tion in South Waziristan.

While Sultan downplayed the
tour as a “visit scheduled a cou-
ple of weeks ago and having no
link with the ongoing operation”
in the rugged mountainous re-
gion, observers believe it is
aimed at fostering coordination
in the fight against terrorism.

IMTIAZ GULAND AP
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‘Bush lifts

0

e

By Chidanand Rajghatta
Times NEws NETWORK

i Washington: US President
i George Bush on Wednesday
i ordered waiving of the so-
¢ called “democracy sanctions” §
i imposed on Pakistan after
i Gen Musharraf’s coup in 1999.
i The waiver, which comes a
i week after Washington decid-
i ed to bestow a “major non- §
¢ Nato ally” status on Pakistan,
will pave way for the Bush ad-
ministration to line up hun-
. dreds of millions of dollars in
i direct economic aid as compensation
i andreward for Islamabad’s help in tam-
¢ ing the terrorism monster.
: In a statement, Bush said lifting of
{ sanctions was important to fight inter-
i national terrorism. He asserted that it
i will also “facilitate the transition to
democratic rule” in Pakistan. By most
accounts, the US cares diddly-squat
about democracy in Pakistan. The sanc-
tions waiver is aimed at facilitating
Washington’s ‘rent-a-country’ policy as
it chases down the terrorists it once cel-
ebrated as the ‘Mujaheddin’.
The waiver comes amid reports of

THE TIMES oF INDIA

sanctions

on Pakistan ™’

ISI agents Killed in
'98 attack on Laden

Washington: A US air attack
on terror camps in
Afghanistan in 1998 killed a
number of Pakistani intelli-
gence agents, an inquiry com-
mission was told. A top for-
mer Clinton official said the
administration withheld in-
formation from Pakistan.

Pakistan opening up several air and
naval bases for US forces in the region
and taking on its own tribal people said
to be sheltering the Taliban and al Qai-
da. Washington is said to be paying as
much as $100 million a month towards
rentals for Pakistan’s services.
Meanwhile, senior officials of both
the Clinton and Bush administration
argued before a commission inquiring
into the 9/11 tragedy that the US policy
of sanctions against Pakistan may have
prevented Washington from taking ac-
tion against the Taliban and al Qaida
before the 9/11 incidents. /

7 6 MAR 72004
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o+ L AFGHAN BORDER / ‘HIGH-VALUE TARGET

Pakistalﬂ troops fa_ce fierce resistance

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MARCH 19. For the
second day today, Pakistani
troops were engaged in fierce
battles with foreign militants
presumably protecting a ‘high-
value target’ in the Waziristan
Tribal  Agency  bordering
Afghanistan.

Speculation about the possi-
ble presence of the No. 2 in
Al-Qaeda, Ayman Al-Zawahiri,
was rife on Thursday after the
Pakistani President, Pervez
Musharraf, told CNN that the
stiff resistance could be on ac-
count of the presence of the Al-
Qaeda leadership.

Till this evening, Pakistani
paramilitary troops have not
been successful in breaking the
resistance and details of the op-
eration were very few.

The Pakistani Inter-Services
Public Relations Director-Gen-
eral, Shaukat Sultan, conceded
that two members of the para-
military forces died in the of-
fensive.

He said the mission would
continue till the area was clear-
ed of the suspected militants
“dead or alive”.

Maj. Gen. Sultan said all es-
cape routes in the region had
been closed and there was little
chance of any of the militants
escapinWsaid the operation
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as part of the drive launched
y Pakistan to cleanse the
ountry of all militant
elements.

Gen. Musharraf said in his
interview on Thursday night
that Pakistani forces had not
anticipated the kind of resist-
ance witnessed in the last two
days. He attributed it to the
presence of motivated mili-
tants. “We feel that there may
be a high-value target. [ cannot
say who,” he said.

During the day, several thou-
sand Pakistani troops backed
by helicopter gun ships fought
fierce clashes with heavily
armed gunmen.

In the National Assembly, the
Musharraf-Mir Zafarullah Khan
Jamali Government came un-
der fire from the Opposition
particularly those belonging to
the religious parties on the mil-
itary operations in the tribal ar-
eas. The members accused the
Government of working on
American agenda and warned
of serious consequences of an-
tagonising the tribals.

British forces in Kabul

AFP reports:

Britain has sent about 100
special forces to Afghanistan as
the hunt for Al-Qaeda leaders,
Osama bin Laden, and Ayman

7{9/Zawahiri heats up, an airport

SOURCES: ESRI. CIA

official said today.

The British soldiers arrived at
the Kabul International Airport
on March 10 and left the same
night for an unknown destina-
tion, the official, who asked not
to be named, said.

Jordan sent a contingent of

about W forces to the
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southeastern border areas of
Afghanistan this week, an Af-
ghan military official said to-
day.

The Arab-speaking soldiers
will attempt to infiltrate Arabs
working with the Al-Qaeda in
Afghanistan, the official who rge-
quested anonymity s;ﬁ'd. /
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Accept 3 N-powers: Kasuri

ISLAMABAD, March 11, —
The world community should
e accept India,
Pakistan and
Israel as
nuclear pow-
ers through
some multi-
lateral agree-
o ments in
Mr KhurShid Kasuri order to Sth
up efforts to curb nuclear pro-
liferation, foreign minister Mr
Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri
said. .
“Pakistan and India in partic-
-ular and Israel to some extent,
there is a known fact that they
are recognised powers,” he said
at a seminar on foreign policy
organised by the ruling Pakistan
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He said this reality should be
accepted if the purpose of the
international attention was
non-proliferation.

Mr Kasuri suggested there sh-
ould be some multilateral
arrangements if the Nuclear
Proliferation Treaty was a hind-
rance in accepting Pakistan, Ind-
ia and Israel as nuclear powers.

“Some method should be
found whether it is through the
multilateral arrangements or
any other method, if NPT can-
not be amended,” he said.
About India's effort to become a
permanent member of the UN
Security Council. Mr Kasuri said
in line with its principled posi-
tion, Pakistan was opposed to
creating any more centres of
privileges in UNSC. He; howev-
er, said the present UNSC struc-
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ture was built upon a situation_
that prevailed after the World
War II, but the ground realities
today have now changed.

He said it should now be
ensured that UNSC structure
represented the current reality.
The minister said if there was a
need of a regional representa-
tion in the UNSC, the regional
group should nominate a coun-
try. The country would then be
aware of the fact it was repre-
senting a region, he added.

On Pakistan's nuclear pro-
gramme, he said it was linked to
the national security and, thus,
could not be compromised.

Mr Kasuri stressed the reso-
lution of the Kashmir issue, that.
also take the aspirations of the
Kashmiri people into consider-
ation, was must for a durable
peace in South Asia.
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THE RECEN'RTEST of Shaheen-II, Pakistan’s lat-
est and most modern missile, extends that coun-
try’s strategic reach to all of India. In 1999, soon
after India first flew its all-solid Agni-II missile
with a range of over 2,000 km, Pakistan respon-
ded by testing Ghauri-II. Although Pakistani offi-
cials claimed that Ghauri-II could reach targets
more than 2,000 km away, the missile was
thought to have a range of about 1,500 km (with
one Indian analyst putting it closer to 1,000 km).
Shaheen-1II appears to be a match for Agni-Il —a
two-stage solid propellant missile that can be
fired quickly (eliminating the delay associated
with fuelling a liquid propellant missile) and with
a range of over 2,000 km. Meanwhile, India has
already announced plans to test Agni-IIl, which
has a range of over 3,000 km, this year.

A sober reading would suggest that the testing
of Shaheen-II at this juncture is intended less as a
warning to India than as a reassurance to Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf's hardline critics who
worry that, under American pressure, he might
sacrifice Pakistan’s strategic capabilities. A curi-
ous facet of Pakistan’s missile development has
been the playing out in this field also of the long-
standing rivalry between Abdul Qadeer Khan and
the Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission (PAEC).
Dr. Khan is a hero in Pakistan for creating its ura-
nium enrichment capability and is now under a
cloud for operating an illicit and highly profitable
international nuclear network. He and his co-
horts at Khan Laboratories are thought to have
got liquid propellant missile technology from
North Korea in exchange for nuclear designs and
information. Solid propulsion technology, which
is more appropriate for missiles, was cham-
pioned first by the Space and Upper Atmospheric
Research Commission, and later by the National
Development Complex under the PAEC. The
Ghauri missiles came from the Khan Laborato-
ries, and the Hatf and Shaheen missiles from the

latter. There has been a ding-dong battle between
the two camps. With Ghauri-II, the Khan Labora-
tories could claim to have given Pakistan not only
the atomic bomb but also the capability to land it
over most of India. After Dr. Khan’s disgrace,
President Musharraf and the PAEC needed to
demonstrate that Pakistan’s strategic capability
had not been imperilled. The launch of Shaheen-
11, a more modern missile than the Ghauri-II and
with a significantly greater range, is obviously in-
tended to send a reassuring message to Pakista-
nis. It is noteworthy that General Musharraf
spoke about the forthcoming Shaheen test at the
news conference he held last month to announce
the pardon for Dr. Khan. Although many Indian
and U.S. analysts take the view that Shaheen-I
and Shaheen-II are based on similar Chinese mis-
siles, some Indian space experts think that Pakis-
tan could have developed the solid propulsion
technology within the country, just as India did
for its launch vehicle programme. If there was
Chinese help, it would probably have been in the
missile’s onboard navigation and guidance
systems.

India needs to recognise that the Shaheen-II
test, while most unfortunate and ill-timed, does
not shift the balance of power in favour of Pakis-
tan. Even before Kargil, the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty-led Government had begun massive
upgradation of India’s conventional and strategic
capability. However, as Europe has already dis-
covered, strengthening the bonds of cooperation
and friendship is a better guarantee of security
than stockpiling lethal military hardware. Nucle-
ar weaponisation has made South Asia a much
more dangerous place; mutually acceptable re-
straints on the induction and deployment of nu-
clear weapons would be very much in order. India
and Pakistan, sundered at birth, are at last slowly |
but seriously stepping in the direction of detente.
Nothing must be allowed to hinder that process.

/
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In its attempt to control terrorism, the Paklstanl
Q\Qy “ regi ,_has given a carte blanche to the FBI

NAMIR MIR <6

LOWLY but surely, the

American Federal Bu-

reau of Investigation
(FB) is prying open Pakistan’s
sensitive national security sys-
tem. Of the many tools em-
ployed, the most important is
the Transaction Tracking Server
(TTS), installed at Pakistan’s
two premier airports — the
Quaid-e-Azam International
Airport at Karachi and Allama
Igbal International Airport at
Lahore — to monitor the
movement of international pas-
sengers. The system was in-
stalledin December 2001 but its

darker side is only gradually be-
coming apparent. Says one re-
tired intelligence officer, -re-
questing anonymity: “Like any
other country, Pakistan too will
be sending its personnel tovari-
ous countries for intelligence
purposes, but now it is almost
impossible to keep such mis-
sions secret.”

The TTS is connected with
the FBI databank and the
newly upgraded Interpol data
store through satellite for in-
stant transmission and retrieval
of information. More impor-
tant, the Server is linked with
the National Database Regis-
tration Authority (Nadra)
through a landline. “Thereby
the system, being supervised
and monitored by the FBL, isus-
ing, storing and updating all
available information with
Na&kaaboutevelyl’ahstanuh-
zen,” sourcesadd. |

““According to sources, the
TTS is being backed by the hi-
tech Pisces (Personal Identifica-
tion Secure, Comparison and
Evaluation System), a top of the
line compriter system with soft-

wareto identify anyUS-wanted:

Pakistani citizen boarding an in-
~texnational flight. The system
contains data on worldwide

bomb explosions, suspected,
wanted and convicted terrorists

aswell asinformation regarding

car thefts the world over.
The system also has the soft-

ware to match basic physical -

featureslike height, skin colour,
prominent identification
marks, fingerprints, eye colour
and type of hair of a terrorist
with any passenger boarding
anyinternational flight. All pas-
sengets have to go through the
Pisces scanming system. To
check passports and other iden-
tification papers, the Pisces is
supported by flex-cam cameras
connected to special software,

‘Under US pressure, the
Musharraf regime allowed FBI access to
our telecom network despite questions on
whether the bugging would be confined to
trackmg down al-Qaeda and Tallban men’

moniton'ng and bugging since
October 1999 started supplying
the transcripts of certain suspi-
cious telephone conversations
to the FBI after 9/11,” says one

- source. .However, the FBI

‘sleuths were not content with
transcnpts alone. “Finally act-
ingunder the increasing Ameri-
can pressure, the Musharraf
regime allowed the FBI access
to our communication network
despite questions being raised
within the security agencies on
whether the bugging of
telecommunication network
- would really remain confined to
tracking down al-Qaeda and
Taliban operatives only.”

At the same time, the FBI
has asked the Federal Investiga-
tion Agency (FIA) offices in all
the four provinces to prepare a
database of criminals’ finger-
prints. The provincial police
forces would be connected to
this database on a nation-wide
computer network which will

FBI agents”mPakxstanandhas
been urging the government to
expel them. Official circles re-
fute such claims. Says Brigadier
Javed Igbal Cheema, DG of the
Interior Ministry’s National
Crisis Management . Cell:
“Evexywhlte person in Pakistan
is mistaken as an FBI agent.
Vested interests are out to cre-
ate an nnpressxon as if the FBI
‘isonarampage in Pakistan,”
Actual estimates of the
number of FBI agents in Pak-
istan vary from one source to
another. The US embassy
sources put it between two and
twelve; President Musharraf in

. a television interview put it at

“hardly a2 dozen™, an FBI
spokesperson in Washington
counts “between several dozen
and a hundred”; whereas some
Interior Ministry insiders claim
the figure lies somewhere be-
tween 200and 250,

‘Whatever their actual num-
ber, the FBI agents have been

Wluchmnﬁlmthe subjectfrom  be regularly updated with the  at the centre of almost all the
any direction. - inputs received from the majorarrestsofal-Qaedaoper-
The systemwas basicallyin- " provincial police headquarters. ~ atives in Pakistan since %/11.
stafled to check the large num-  Working in tandem with the  These include the March 2002
ber of fleeing Afghans and FBI, the National Police Bu-  arrest of al-Qaeda’s No. 3 man,
"Arab volunteers who partici-  reau, Islamabad, is giving final  Abu Zubaydah from Faisal-
patedin the war against the US * touches to an Automated Fin-  abad, the September 2002 ar-
alongside the Taliban. The en- ~ gerprinting Identification Sys-  restof Ramizi Bin al-Shibh from
tire set-up isstationedintheIn-  terih (AFIS), whichwouldbea  Karachi, Khaled Sheih Mo-
telligence Bureau (IB) head- componentofthe overallcom- hammad’s  arrest  from
quarters in Islamabad and its  puterisation of criminal record.  Rawalpindi in March 2003 and
Karachi offices where the US  The national crime record the arrest of Waleed bin Attash
experts along with the IB offi-  would be built and placed at  fromKarachiin April 2003

cerscontrol its operation. FIA whenever required. , One Interior Ministry
Sources claim the FBI has Resentment in some quar-  source claimsthe FBI hassetup
atready been allowed access to  ters comes naturally, especially 28 field offices inside Pakistan.
Pakistan’s communication pet- - amongst the religious alliance, ~ After 9/11, the source says, the
work. “The ISI, which hashad ~ Muttahida  Majlise-Amal  Bush administration had ap-
access to the telecommunica- (MMA), which decries the . proached Musharrafforsetting
tion network for purposes of  presence of “a large number of  up atleast 100 such offices, car-
, rying signboards and security.

However, permission was

+ granted foronlytwo dozensuch

offices. This arrangement was
made under, a bilateral pact
signed with the US to fight ter-
rorists under a joint working-
group programme. The two
countries also signed a letter of
agreement in September 2003
tostrengthen Pakistan’s control
over the frontier areas border-
ing Afghanistan, continue the
construction of roads in the
tribal areas, support law en-
forcement reform and provide
training and equipment to de-
velop police capacity, including
the creation of aborder security
coordination centre. ‘

A subsequent army opera-
tion in the tribal areas was
launched in October 2003inthe

vembro nfraemanto 3 Vo gntiAnnolnr
wanv v cpealey cmuwu
the FBI that remnants of ;{
Qaeda and Taliban were re-
grouping in the border areas of

Pakistan and launchmg raids,

against US-led coalition troops
mAfghamstan. Earlier in J lmg
FBI Director Robert Mueller
visited Islamabad and discussedt
:)):;;vpl:éls togethold of Jsama,
eV hiding in a ujb;g

zone bett\%gg Pakistan any
Afghanistan. The Pakistaniside
bowed to Mueller’s demand for
setting up a permanent intelli-
gence systemin the tribal areas,
allowing the FBI tomonitor the
Pak-Afghanborder. The moni-
toring is being carried out with’
the help of sophisticated elec-
tronic surveillance equipment
which include global-position-
ing trackers. An American
communication and intelli-
gence centre has been set up in
the tribal area on the Pakistani
side to help coordinate the op-
eration against al-Qaeda and
Taliban.

—Herald

] JOctoher?.UO? the five mmponen
ofthe lIF — Lashkar-e.‘fatba Jaish

¢ a-NMohammed, Harkat-ul-Mu
jahideen, Harkat-w Jehad alislam
| andLashkar-e-dhangvi— had atotal

. estimated strength of about 35,00
members deployed in Afghanistan &

fioan fugitives. In mostcases,meirext“
dates back fo the US-sponsored war |
been dealing with the Tak
ight up fo 2001, They are entrusted wih
heWgﬂvea&QaedaandTa!ban .
been formed 1o ensure thit the
ty worked under restrictions with the.
of information that can help them locate
‘t‘aﬁban wmivesailegedly mdmg inFakistan, -

o hoda repoﬂsmatabout 100 Amy and mtelhge"‘ce off-
o been sent o the US o

) aSpemal 1nvestsga&on Greup (SIG) o
bers in Pamstan '1?19 8iG, whach wouid '
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Clerics tol
to help curb

terrorism

Mubashir Zaidi & Agencies
Islamabad, February 18

STEPPING UP pressure on the
radical elements in Pakistani
society, President Pervez Mu-
sharraf on Wednesday urged
the clergy to clamp down on
fandamentalism and inflam-
matory literature.

" He asked the ulema to accept
the reality that terrorism exists
in Pakistan and told them to
identify the madrasas that pro-
mote militancy.

Musharraf also turned the
heat on foreign militants, say-
ing they should leave the coun-
try or surrender, and pledged
not to allow them to carry out
their activities against any oth-
er country.

The Pakistani President said
the government would not hand
over surrendered militants to
any other country if they lay
down their weapons, “failing
which they will be dealt with in
full force”.

Most foreigners arrested or
killed in operation in tribal ar-
eas bordering Afghanistan be-
longed to Uzbekistan, he said.
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PTI
CRICKET DIPLOMAGCY: ljaz Ahmed and Saeed Anwar after their arrival at Wagah on Wednesday as part of
(Report in HT Sport)

“We will not allow foreign ter-
rorists to act against any other

country.” a Pakistan X that will take on a Punjab CM’s XI at Patiala on Thursday.

Addressing a gathering of
pro-government religious lead-
ers, Musharraf said Pakistan
would have to take measures to
undo four dangerous percep-
tions prevailing about the coun-
try in the world — cross-border
infiltration, nuclear prolifera-
tion, extremism and militancy,
and infiltration in Afghanistan.
Pakistan could suffer economi-
cally and face UN sanctions, he
warned, if these perceptions
are not corrected.

The Pakistani President said
the support to the Kashmiri
“freedom struggle” would con-
tinue but any solution to the dis-
pute would have to be found
through dialogue.

Musharraf said Kashmiris
would be included in the dia-
logue process at an appropriate
time. “Any solution of the Kash-
mir issue against the aspira-
tions of Kashmiris will lead to

THE HDUST AN TIMES

no solution.” Denying any sell-
out on Kashmir, Musharraf
said he would be the last man to
compromise on Kashmir and
nuclear capability.

Musharraf also said Pak-
istan would have to demon-
strate to the world that it is a re-
sponsible nuclear state and not
indulge in proliferation. The
government’s strategy to deal
with the issue of proliferation
best suits the interests of the
country, he said.

The General declared Pak-
istan would not only preserve
its nuclear and missile capabili-
ty, but also develop it further.
Pakistan would demonstrate
this in two months, he said,
hinting at the scheduled tests of
long-range Shaheen II missiles.

ON PAGE 4: Venkaiah questions
Mufti’s healing touch policy
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ISLAMAPBAD, Feb. 13. — Stung by
the clandestine nuclear sales by its top
scientist Dr AQ Khan, Pakistan has
pledged to help the international com-
munity to uttearth and dismantle illicit
proliferation networks and said indi-

" viduals responsible for it would be

_ dealt with according to the law.

" Reacting to Mr George W Bush’s
statement focussing on Dr Khan’s
activities, foreign office spokesman Mr
Masood Khan said Pakistan would
share any findings from its investiga-
tion into a ring of nuclear proliferators
with the international community,

Observing that Pakistan has “broken
a ring of a few traffickers” involved in
illegal transfers of sensitive information
and technology to other countries, he
said Islamabad would continue to help
the international community and con-
cerned states to unearth and dismantle
illicit proliferation networks. “We are
willing to share information and results
of our investigations to assist in expos-
ing and eliminating these networks.”

ile President Pervez Musharraf

has pardoned Dr Khan as he was a
national hero, investigations were on
against his six aides suspected to be
involved in his illegal network.

Individuals who were found to be
involved in proliferation had been put
‘out of business and they will not be
allowed to resume their activities,
under any circumstances.
" “Security restrictions have been im-
posed on Dr AQ Khan and his associ-
ates. They have been effectively deacti-
vated. At the end of the probe, the indi-
viduals responsible for wrongdoing will
face the force of our laws,” he said.

fight N-leaks"

IAEA finds nuke

designs in Iran

VIENNA, Feb. 13. — |AEA inspectors sift-
ing through Iran’s nuclear files have
discovered drawings of high-tech equip-
ment that can be used to make weapons-
grade uranium — a new link to the black
market headed by Dr AQ Khan, diplomats
here said. The revelations have cast fresh
doubt on Teheran's commitment to
dispelling suspicions that it is trying fo
make atomic arms.

The diplomats yesterday said the designs
were of a P-2 centrifuge — more
advanced than the P-1 model Iran has
acknowledged using to enrich uranium for
what it says are peaceful purposes.
Preliminary investigations by inspectors
working for the International Atomic
Energy Agency indicated they matched
drawings of equipment found in Libya and
supplied by the Khan network. — AP

Pak to sign NPT? ,
The Pakistan daily News quoted local
officials as saying that Islamabad may
consider signing the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) if the world
community formally recognises it as
the sixth declared nuclear power.
Islamabad appeared to reformulate
its stand on the NPT as it was expected
to face pressure by the international
community following disclosure by its
top scientist that he had leaked nuclear
secrets to Libya, North Korea and Iran.
“There is no such pressure on
Pakistan at this point of time,” the
daily quoted an unnamed official as
saying. He, however, added that recog-
nising Pakistan as a sixth world nuclear
power may pave the way for the coun-
try’s entry into the treaty, /

TESTATES
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PAK’S PRIDE, WORL!
i ‘Father of Pak
~ nuclear hombh
headed a glohal
criminal -
enterprise’

® Khan network operated mostly WASHINGTON, Feb. 12. — Blaming the “Khan
out of Pakistan, served as director - network” for proliferating nuclear centrifuge
of the network, its leading scientific v “tachnology to North Korea, fran and Libya,
mind-as well as its primary ] President George W Bush has sald nations arbund
salgsman the world worked with the USA to end the

2 Sold uranium hexafluoride, the _ .. criminal enterprise™ headed by the father of
gas that the centrifuge process can ‘ Pakistan's nuciear “omb. The extent and

@ sophistication of (ylobal) proliferation netwbirks
v can be seen in the case of “a man named Abdul
Qadeer Khan,” Mr Bush said at the National
Defence University here yesterday, Governments
| around the world “worked closaly
unravel the Khan-network, put

transform into enriched uranium for
nuclear bombs., :
# Pakistan’s centrifuge designs

provided to Iran, Libya and North
Korea. These included designs of

“#&dvanced and efficient models. i : YUIR,
Crirminal enterprise. Khan sod
® For the first time USA has : BOTTGMUME | crimes, and his top assoc?fes‘ are out of
accused the network of suoplying € 3 V3Tl ~T-YRVIV'AR business,” Mr Bush said. The US President also-

centrifuge technology. Eartier, it had
not provided specifics of the .
proliferated technology.

= Lavigh lifestyles of Khan and
his-associates, for decades on the
rolls of the Pak governmentona
‘modest safary, funded through sale . "
of nuclear technologies and ;
equipment.

unveiled his new campaign to fight nuclear

proliferation and the spread of weapons of mass
destruction. Meanwhiie, the Pakistan government
told Lahore High Court hearing the p
release of nuclear scientist

fo ation of nuclear fechnology that the case
was beyond the jurisdiction of the court as it
- involves serious charges of breach of national

N RULL CoVERAGE: Page
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Rawalpindi, Feb. 9 (Reuters):
Groups liké al Qaida obtained
neither nudlear weapons nor
knowhow from Pakistan, despite
a proliferation scandal linking a
top scientist with Libya, Iran
and North Korea, an official said
today.

“We exclude the possibility,”

military spokesman Major-Gen-
eral Shaukat Sultan said, when
asked if Abdul Qadeer Khan’s
leaked nuclear technology and
hardware could have reached
groups like al Qaida. “It has not
come out of our investigations,
or any other intelligence agency:
There has been no such hint.”

Khan, revered as the father of
Pakistan’s atomic bomb, has ad-
mitted to peddling nuclear se-
crets abroad, saying he acted
alone and absolving the govern-
ment and military of any blame.

A Pakistani investigation
launched in November has
thrown light on a nuclear black
market involving middlemen in
countries including Sri Lanka,
Malaysia, Germany and the
Netherlands. Khan, part of the
network, is accused of helping
Iran, North Korea and Libya ac-
quire atomic weapons technolo-
gy and equipment.

The US says it fears al Qaida-
type groups might gain access to
weapons of mass destruction to
use against Americans.

Quoting sources close to al
Qaida, a pan-Arab newspaper
said yesterday Osama bin
Laden’s shadowy: network
bought tactical nuclear weapons

—
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from Ukraine in 1998 and is stor-
ing them. Ukrainian officials de-
nied the report today, saying the
country never controlled the for-
mer Soviet arms on its territory
which had passed straight into
Russian hands.

Pakistan said today last
week’s presidential pardon of

Powell tour

Washington, Feb. 9 (Reuters):
US secretary of state Colin Pow-
ell said today that he had no
plans to visit Pakistan soon but
would do so this year and that it
was up to Pakistan to decide how
to treat a scientist who leaked
nuclear secrets.

“I have no plans to travel to
Pakistan. I'm sure I will before
the spring and summer are out,
but I read with the same interest
that you did over the weekend
that someone said I was on my
way to Pakistan,” Powell said.

A Pakistan official said yes-
terday that Powell was expected
to visit soon.

10 FEg y9p,

rorists: Pak

~——

Khan was conditional on his “co-
operation” in the probe. Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf issued
the pardon on Thursday, a day
after Khan made a public confes-
sion on state television.

“This is not a blanket pardon
for the future. There are strict se-
curity restrictions on him and
he is bound by them,” foreign
ministry spokesman Masood
Khan told a news briefing.

Pakistan says it investigated
11 people, seven of them scien-
tists including Abdul Qadeer
Khan, on charges of nuclear pro-
liferation after the UN’s Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency
provided it with names of the
Pakistanis

involved. Masood

Khan said investigations against

colleagues and associates of the
scientist were continuing and
none would be “resuming” their
work at nuclear research facili-
ties.

The Pakistani government
insists there have been no nu-
clear leaks from Pakistan since
the National Command Authori-
ty was established in February
2000 to oversee the arsenal.



Delhi dossier on

PROLIFERA ION PATH

Visits To Nom'u KomzA

- in export of weapons
# October 1997: Negotiates
transfer of Nodong-1 surface-
to-surface missile to Pakistan
| w November 1997: Completes
+ talks on purchase c;f
| Nodong-1
@ April 1998: Briefs North
. Koreans about the test
results of Ghauri-1, based
ot Nodong-1
| - June 1999 to June 2000:
Talks on purchase of
Taepodong surface»taﬁurface
missile
o T R s Saca v ]
~ LINKS 10 IRAN
w 1986: Several trips to. assess
. damage from Iragi bombs to
1300-mw Bushehr nuclear
power plant - _
= 1987-88: Iranian niiclear
scientists trained in Pak:stan
infuel reprocessing and.
weaponisatfon

uranium lennchment

“lulyl acddeer !\'I:(:{z a3 w February 2003: Giobal
¥ Rewters pile pictuse

regulator discovers the facility

O

DALIPSINGH

New Delhi, Feb. 8: Not only
the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency and the Ameri-
cans, but India too was quiet-
ly tracking Abdul Qadeer
Khan, the so-called father of
Pakistan’s nuclear bomb.

Indian agencies were doing
so long before news about his
involvement in selling nuclear
expertise to Iran, North Korea
and Libya broke.

The Indian dossier on Khan
claims that the Pakistan-Iran nu-
clear link dates back to 1984.
Gnadi Mohammad Mragh, the
then director of Iran’s Isfahan-
based Nuclear Technology Cen-
tre, visited Islamabad, seeking
Khan’s assistance. Mragh was a
nuclear scientist and specialised
in reprocessing.

Since then their relationship
grew, leading to a stage where
not only was Pakistani nuclear
expertise shared with Iran but
Pakistani scientists started
working in Iran.

The controversial Pakistani
scientist’s assistance was sought
by Iran to assess the damage
caused to the 1300-mw Bushehr
nuclear power plant by Iraqi
bombings in 1986. Khan flew sev-
eral times to Iran in 1986 for this
purpose.

India has documentary evi-
dence of Khan'’s presence in Iran
during the eighties and nineties,
especially of the times he visited
Iranian nuclear facilities in
Tehran, Isfahan and Karaj.

Khan's close interaction with
North Korea, Indian intelligence
reports claim, began in March
1994. He visited Pyongyang to
hold discussions with the top
brass of Changgwang Sinyong
Corporation, a front company
exporting weapons. Later, he vis-
ited North Korea five times, from
October 1997 to June 2000, to dis-

‘Y
cuss npt only nuclear technology
transfers, but also purchase of
Nodong missiles and the possi-
bility of acquiring Taepodong
missiles.

Khan's assertion that Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf, former
premier Benazir Bhutto and ex-
army chiefs Mirza Aslam Beg
and Jahangir Karamat were aw-
are of the nuclear proliferation

Powell trip

istan and meet
President Per-
vez Musharraf
soon to discuss

proliferation

the
probe, Reuters said.

Powell spoke to Musharraf
on Saturday about the Abdul

nuclear

Qadeer Khan scandal.

M See Page 4

echoes in the secret reports
available with the Indian
government.

Although Beg and Karamat
were questioned by the Pak-
istani establishment, they de-
nied any involvement in Khan’s
nuclear proliferation activities.

Indicating that the Pakistan
government had ali along been
party to the nuclear prolifera-
tion, information with Indian of-
ficials shows that 37 Iranian nu-
clear scientists were trained in
Pakistan in 1987, It followed an
understanding reached between
the head of the Atomic Energy
Organisation of Iran and the
Pakistan Atomic Energy Com-
mission chairman.

The official mechanism be-
tween the two countries for
transferring nuclear technology
was set up in 1991. The then Pak-

Pak bomb daddy

istan army chief went to Iran in
November 1991 to secretly sign
an agreement to create a joint
military commission with a spe-
cific provision for transfer of
uranium enrichment technolo-
gy toIran.

This took shape after an Iran-
ian delegation, led by their for-
mer foreign minister and includ-
ing the commander of the Islam-
ic Revolutionary Guards Corps
and an army technical team,
landed in Islamabad to formalise
nuclear cooperation.

Indian officials claim that
some Pakistani scientists were
working at a nuclear research
centre Iran was developing at
Qazvin, about 150 km west of
Tehran, in the late eighties and
early nineties, Khan is said to
have visited this centre to over-
see the work.

The reports also say the Pak-
istani scientists working at this
plant had faced some problems,
which were sorted out after seek-
ing Pakistani assistance. On Feb-
ruary 26, 2003, another batch of
Pakistani nuclear scientists and
engineers reached Tehran to re-
place their countrymen already
working there,

American officials were
aware of Pakistan transferring
centrifuge designs needed to en-
rich uranium to Iran as far back
as 1992, the reports suggest.

Interestingly, the Iranian for-
eign minister was the only for-
eign dignitary who was taken to
the site of Pakistan’s nuclear
tests conducted in May 1998, a
day after India did.

According to reports, Khan
has confessed to Pakistani in-
vestigators that Beg was aware
of the assistance provided to
Iran’s nuclear programme. Two
other army chiefs, in addition to
Musharraf, had approved of his
North Korean efforts, he is said
to have told the interrogators.



A Khan of Worms -

(\V Paklstan s Nuclear Strategy Shaky

By K Subrahmanyam [
The most crucial fallout of the expo:

Pakistan’s two-decade-old involvement \in
the international smuggling network related
to nuclear proliferation is its impact on
Pakistan’s ability to sustain itself as a
credible nuclear power. The international
nuclear smuggling network and [slamabad’s
own nuclear programme had a symbiotic
relationship. If the former is dismantled, it
could lead to the progressive degradation of
Pakistan’s nuclear arsenal. Islamabad is
now under intense scrutiny and the inflows
of missiles and components for nuclear
programmes from countries like China and
North Korea will be subject to strategic
counter-proliferation initiative seizures.

The media focus has mostly been on
A Q Khan’s proliferation activity What
has been missed out in that is that his
two-decade-old engagement in proliferation
did not lead to great resuits in Libya and
Iran and even in North Korea. Within
Pakistan, A Q Khan’s technical contribution
to weapon-making has always been a subject
of controversy.

There are stories of his being sought to be
excluded from the nuclear test of May 1998
since the scientists in the |
Pakistan Atomic Energy Com-
mission resented his presence
and did not have a high regard
for his technical prowess.
His great contribution to the
programme is his links with the
international smuggling net-
work which helped comman-
deer the European industry
illegally to set up the uranium
centrifuge plant in Pakistan.
He was also able to use that technology suc-
cessfully in exchange for Chinese help in
weapon design and for missile pur-
chases both from China and North Korea.

The CIA director, George Tenet, in his
speech of February 5, 2004 at Georgetown
University has revealed that the CIA
and British intelligence had been after
A Q Khan’s international smuggling network
for quite some time and his previous year’s
reference in his report on the non-official
proliferation network was a reference to
A Q Khan. There can be no doubt that Wash-
ington is aware of the involvement of all
Pakistani army chiefs and prime ministers
in A Q Khan’s smuggling network. Gbvious-
ly the US asked General Musharraf to
remove A Q Khan from Khan laboratories in
2001 and the request was complied with.
General Musharraf is reconciled to US
intelligence squeezing out all illegal inflow of
materials, technology and equipment into
Pakistan. In such circumstances it is logical
for Washington to have stepped up its
vigilance on Pakistan’s nuclear and missile
activities, especially after the Taliban and
Al-Qaida had retreated into that country. The
deployment of Pakistani missiles and the
nuclear assets and operations of related Pak-
istani facilities should be under extra sur-

eillance by the US. In turn, this fact should
be known to General Musharraf. Mr Tenet
spoke about his spies penetrating A Q Khan’s
network through a series of daring opera-
tions over several years. Therefore, appro-
priate conclusions have to be drawn from the
statements of US administration officials
when they express their appreciation of Gen-
eral Musharraf’s conduct and spirit of coop-
eration. General Musharraf is aware that
the US Congress is still to vote on $3 billion of
aid. One false step could jeopardise this.

The Americans do not mind General
Musharraf talking tough on Pakistani
sovereignty, its not submitting to any
Pak-specific UN safeguards and his determi-
nation to testfire the Shaheen Il missile.
Nor should India mind, as long as he accepts
US directions. No doubt all these implica-
tions will slowly sink into the Pakistani
mind and there is bound to be a backlash
from the extremists, from political parties,
jehadi organisations and even sections of
the armed forces. General Musharraf has
perhaps increased his vuinerability.

Mr Tenet, even while strongly defending
the CIA’s record, has welcomed the appoint-
ment of a presidential commission on WMD
proliferation. He promises that he is in a
position to set the CIA record
straight. That would imply
that in all probability China’s
proliferation activities, espe-
cially in respect of Pakistan
will come out into the open,
especially when the NPT re-
view conference is to be con-
vened in mid-2005. Given the in-
creased surveillance on Pak-
istan, the impending review
conference and Islamabad’s ig-
nominious proliferation record, it will
not be surprising if Beijing reconsiders its
nuclear relationship with Pakistan.

While the risks to General Musharraf
have grown and the possibilities for increas-
ing tensions within Pakistan in the coming
summer months are likely to increase, the
current developments may strengthen those
voices in [slamabad which have been urging
moderation in policies relating to Kashmir
and Afghanistan and a more secular
approach to politics. If would also bring
home to the Pakistani strategic establish-
ment that excessive reliance on nuclear
weapons and neglect of economic, social and
political factors would only take Pakistan
down the route travelled by the Soviet Union.

The Pakistanis felt that their strategic
location abutting the three largest nations in
the world, their country being in the vicinity
of the Persian Gulif, their being the ramparts
of wells of power and their willingness to be
an instrumentality of the US global strategy
gave them unique advantages. These could
be converted into their being permitted to
become a nuclear weapon power based on
technology obtained, to use their own words,
by begging, borrowing and stealing. Now
they are learning that non-indigenous
technology does not take a country very far.
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‘lf;lk hand in Iran, Libya and
" N Korea N-pmgrqmmes

LONDON, lJan. 18. —
The clandestine nuclear
weapons programmes of
Iran, Libya and North Ko-
rea were all fuelled by the
Khan Research Laborato-
ries in Kahuta in north
Pakistan, a leading Lon-
don weekly reported to-
day.

“Dramatic  evidence
from Iran and now Libya
reveals a clandestine and
sophisticated  network,
stretching from North Ko-
rea, Malaysia and China to
Russia, Germany and Du-
bai. Yet one country more
than any other stands ac-
cused of easing this prolif-
eration. In the network of
illegal radioactive trade,
all roads point to Pakistan.
More precisely, they lead

THE STATESMAN

to the Khan Research
Laboratories in Kahuta in
north Pakistan,” The QOb-
server stated in a special
report.

Abdul Qadeer Khan, re-
vered as father of Pakista-
n’s nuclear bomb, is impli-
cated in the proliferation
of weapons in Iran, ac-
cording to the report.

During India’s first nu-
clear test, he was working
in Holland for an Anglo-
Dutch-German nuclear
engineering consortium
called Urenco. Through
his work there, Khan be-
came aware of secret blue-
prints for two types of ura-
nium enrichment cen-
trifuges: one based on ro-
tors made of aluminium
and another based on a
highly-strengthened alloy
of steel.

ccordmg to the report,
Khan went on to steal the
blueprints and a list of
Urenco suppliers. With
the blessings of the then
Pakistani government, he
established the Khan Re-
search Laboratories near
Islamabad and, with the
help of the Chinese, went
on to secretly develop the
country’s bomb.

Khan, who once said
that all Western countries
are enemies of Islam, had
fundamentalist sympathies
and is known as the ‘godfa-
ther of the Islamic bomb’.

Evidence has now
emerged from Iran and
Libya that Khan’s pro-
gramme may be the source
of the greatest level of nu-
clear weapons prolifera-
tion since the Cold War,
the report said.
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TO CURB PROLIFERATION -

-PAKISTAN HAS BEEN embarrassed by the dis-
closures that it was the source of nuclear weap-
on knowhow for North-Korea, Libya and Iran.
However, the international community has
opted to provide the Pakistani leadership an
opportunity further to correct the country’s
policies instead of putting it in the dock. A few
scientists who work at the nuclear research fa-
cilities at Kahuta have been interrogated and
Abdul Qadir Khan, the person who provided his
country with the weapon technology, has been
softly questioned. This appears to be part of an
effort to create the impression that proliferation
activity was conducted by a few rogue tech-
nicians without the knowledge or permission of
the political leadership. The United States,
which is always hyper-sensitive to efforts made
by other countries to acquire weapons of mass
destruction, has played its part in this attempt
at obfuscation. It was not chagrined even when
its initial claims, that Pakistan had not exported
weapon technology after President Pervez
Musharraf took office, became questionable.

- The U.S. administration has been able to hold
the rest of the international community to the
view that it would be better to work with Gener-
al Musharraf as he tries to fulfil promises to
plug loopholes at the technical level and to re-
cast his country’s world view.

Pakistan’s decision to share its nuclear ex-
pertise was, in some ways, an offshoot of the
mindset it adopted over most of the 1980s and
1990s. It believed that the alliance with the U.S.
in the war against the Soviet Union in Afghan-
istan immunised its nuclear programme from
international scrutiny and that it could even get
away with a degree of clandestine proliferation.
Dr. Khan was one among several prominent
Pakistanis who propagated the view that the
nuclear arsenal had given the country a leading
position in the Islamic world and that it was
morally obliged to share some of its knowledge.
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Pakistan had thought all along that it could for-
ever retain the capacity to deny any role in the
weapon programmes pursued by other coun-
tries. Recent developments have exposed the
fundamental flaw in this thought process. Pakis-
tan might have been able to retain deniability if
the three countries to which it allegedly provid-
ed knowhow continued to withstand pressure to
comply with non-proliferation norms. Once
Iran and Libya threw open their nuclear facil-
ities, international inspectors were bound to
track down the sources of their weapon pro-
gramme.

Pakistan might have needed the financial as-
sistance and missile technology that Libya and
North Korea respectively could offer in ex-
change for assistance in the development of the
nuclear programme. However, the provision of
expertise to Iran was particularly ill-considered
given Pakistan’s strategic situation. Iran and Pa-
kistan competed fiercely for the leading role in
Afghanistan for much of the last decade. Iran
was also incensed at the treatment meted out to
Pakistani Shias by the Sunni majority. While the
Iranian programme is not believed to have ad-
vanced to the weapons stage, Islamabad should
surely have thought more carefully before help-
ing a potential rival. Official India has wisely
declined to comment on these developments.
The three countries allegedly assisted by Pakis-
tan do not threaten India in any manner. The
reticence to comment on the subject also ac-
cords with the current policy of refraining from
the practice of trying to portray Pakistan as an
irresponsible country at any and every turn. The
task before the international community is to
ensure that the proliferation — horizontal as
well as vertical — of nuclear weapons is curbed.
To that end all the countries that possess these
weapons must ensure that there are no leakages
of sensitive material or knowledge from their
nuclear installations.
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Islamabad, Jan. 5 (Reuters):
Pakistan said today a British
newspaper report that said Pak-
istani scientists sold plans to
make nuclear bombs to Libya ap-
peared unsubstantiated, but any
official complaint would be in-
vestigated.

Pakistan admitted late last
year that scientists involved in
its atom bomb programme may
have been driven by “personal
ambition or greed” to export
technology to Iran, but insisted
the the government had no part
in any such deals.

The London Sunday Times
quoted Saif al-Islam Gaddafi,
son of Libyan leader Colonel
Muammar Gaddafi, as saying
that Libya had spent $40 million
on nuclear components from
various black-market dealers,
including Pakistani scientists.

A senior Pakistani official,
who did not want to be identi-
fied, said the government had re-
ceived information in the past
that some scientists had sold nu-
clear technology to Iran and
these charges were being investi-
gated.

“If any such complaint is offi-
cially received in relation to
Libya, that will be also be exam-
ined and investigated. So far
they seem more like totally un-
substantiated allegations.”

Today, an Arabic newspaper
said Saif al-Islam Gaddafi had
denied a section of the Sunday
Times report that said Libya
would allow US and British
troops to be based there after
Tripoli agreed to abandon
weapons of mass destruction
programmes.

Libya, long on a US list of

- sponsors of terrorism, said last

month it was abandoning plans
to build an atomic bomb and

“Pak ready to pr

A man sells prayer caps in Islamabad. (Reuters)

other weapons of mass destruc-
tion. It now wants trading bene-
fits, including an end to US sanc-
tions. Analysts say Gaddafi sen-

jor is grooming Saif al-Islam to*

succeed him.

Pakistan said last month it
was determined to get to the bot-
tom of allegations that nuclear
technology may have been trans-
ferred to Iran. It said it began
questioning scientists from a
state-run laboratory set up by
the father of its bomb pro-
gramme, Abdul Qadeer Khan, in
November after approaches by
the UN’s International Atomic
Energy Agency and information
from the Iran’s government
pointing “to certain individu-
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als”. Among those questioned
was Khan himself, who is
revered as a national hero for de-
veloping a nuclear bomb tested
in 1998 to match that of India,
No details of the investiga-

obe Libya claim
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tions have been made public.

Late last year Washington
said Pakistani President Pervez
Musharraf had assured it his
government had not — at least
“in the present time” — provided
any nuclear secrets to countries
like Iran and North Korea.

Past allegations of Pakistani
technology transfers, not only to
Iran but also to North Korea,
have been an embarrassment for
the White House, which relies on
Pakistan as akey ally in its battle
against al Qaida and allied Is-
lamic militants.

Priest shot

Unidentified gunmen shot dead
a priest in the central Pakistani
city of Khanewal today, police
said.

The priest, Mukhtar Masih,
was headed to the railway sta-
tion to catch a train for Lahore
when the gunmen opened fire,
Khanewal’s police chief Jamil
Ahmed said. He said the priest
was hit by three bullets and died
on the spot.

“It is premature to speculate
on the motive behind the mur-
der,” jamil said.

Christians and non-Muslim
minorities form around three |
per cent of Pakistan’s 145 mil
lion population.
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