Russia snubs
‘China over*oil

1peline route
5("\ HE TIMES, LONDON %\’»fhws .
‘ e apparent rejection

MOSCOW, Sept .25. —

Russia has chosen to build

a key oil export pipeline

from its eastern Siberia to

a Pacific port, favouring

Japan over an alternative

route into China, Russia’s
_ambassador in Tokyo said
" yesterday. e

The decision to build the
$10 billion pipe from Tai-
shet to Nakhodka came as
an embarrassing snub to
Chinese Prime Minister
Mr Wen dJiabao, who ar-
rived in Moscow yester-
day for talks about energy
links between Russia and
China.

Speaking to the Japanese
media, ambassador Mr
Alexander Losyukov said
the 4,000 km route had
been chosen and an official
announcement would be
made in coming months.
“It’s settled, There was a
decision taken in our gov-
ernment. The pipeline will
| go to Nakhodka,” he said.

of the southern route
could lead to a diplomatic
row as Beijing has lobbied
hard for a link between
Siberia and Dagqing, an oil
town in north-eastern
China.

Moscow attempted to
play down its ambassado-
r's remarks, suggesting
the China link was not
ruled out. Mr Viktor
Khristenko, the energy
minister, said the Japan
route would have priority
but added: “We could end
up building a branch line
to China from the Taish-
et-Nakhodka pipeline.”

The supply of Russian
crude oil to China was
threatened earlier this
week when Yukos, the
embattled Russian oil
company, said it would
suspend rail shipments
from September 28.
However, the threatened
loss of about 100,000 bar-
rels per day of crude was
removed on Thursday.
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“Meddling’

by US *-
irks tha :
e T g

CHINA ON Tuesday said a let-
ter from US lawmakers to Pres-
ident Hu Jintao that warned of
potential trouble in bilateral
relations over human rights is-
stes was unacceptable inter-
ference in its internal affairs.

About 67 members of Con-
gress issued the warning in a
letter to Hu as they marked the
second year in detention of US
resident Yang Jianli, a leading
Chinese dissident.

“The letter, if true, is inter-
ference in the judicial system of
China and China is opposed to
this”, foreign ministry spok-
esman Kong Quan said. “China
is a country that’s ruled by law
and it’s completely normal for
the judicial department and au-
thorities of China to pass sen-
tences on those who break the
law”. Yang, 40, was detained on
April 26, 2002, when he travelled
to China on a friend’s passport
in an attempt to observe the on-
going labour unrest.

The US embassy in Beijing
has spoken directly with the
Chinese government about Ya-
ng’s case, Republican Party law-
maker Christopher Cox said,
citing Vice-President Dick Ch-
eney’s visit to China earlier this
month, “We chject to your gov-
ernment’s harsh treatment of
Yang Jianli”, the legislators
said in the letter to Hu, in which
they expressed “serious con-
cern” over the imprisonment
and “outrage” over “inhumane
treatment” of the dissident.

Meanwhile, China has fired
another shot in a visa row with
the US, with officials saying on
Tuesday that a US embassy-run
visa consulting service in Sha-
nghai has been shut down.
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China scoffs at

US, UK stand

on Ho

Hong Kong\Washmgl
China has told the Umted
States and former colonial
master Britain to mind their
own business over its refusal
to allow full democracy for
Hong Kong any time soon.

“We are Chinese,” foreign
minister Li Zhaoxing told re-
porters in Shanghai on Tues-
day after Washington and
London criticised Beijing for
blocking political reform.

“Are you clear on that?
Hong Kong is China’s Hong
Kong,”Li said. The United
States has expressed disap-
pointment at China’s ruling
that Hong Kong cannot di-
rectly elect its next leader
and reaffirmed its support
for universal suffrage in the
territory.

“We're disappointed by
the decision, as we believe it
doesn’t adequately reflect
the expressed wishes of the
Hong Kong people for uni-
versal suffrage and democ-
racy,” state department
spokesman Richard Boucher

THE TIMES OF INDIA

ng'Kong

said. He said international
confidence in Hong Kong is
based on its rule of law and
the high degree of autono-
my. “The United States will
continue to watch the situa-
tion closely with the goal of
supporting democracy,”
Boucher said.

He said the people of
Hong Kong have taken to the
streets three times to ex-
press their desire for elec-
toral reform and universal
suffrage.

“The United States be-
lieves that the Hong Kong
people’s aspirations should
be g1ven priority in deter-
mining the pace and scope of
democratisation in Hong
Kong,” Boucher said.

But Li told reporters, “Do
you think Hong Kong was
democratic under British
rule? Did the British raise
concerns about that? Did the
Americans raise concerns?
No. Why don’t you take a
look at this double stan-
dard?” ae
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“US radar for
~ Taiwan«~
“irks China/

BEIJING, April 1.
China today denounced a
US plan to sell radar sys-
tems to Taiwan, saying it
broke its commitment to
the one-China policy and
sent the wrong signal to Tz’
wan independence seeket

China has taken notit
of relevant reporting, b
will ask USA to clarify
foreign ministry spok
man Mr Kong Quan 1
feporters here. “We ¢
always opposed U!  .es
6f advanced weap - to
Taiwan.”

Taiwan is the most sensi-
tive and important question
i Sino-US ties. US arms

sale to Taiwan is not in line
with its one-China policy
and the three joint commu-
giques on bilateral rela-
tions, the spokesman said.
“Especially under the cur-
rent complicated and sensi-
tive situation across the
Taiwan Strait, we ask the
USA to be faithful to what
# says and abide by its
promises. and not send the
wrong signal to Taiwan’s
independerice (seekers).”
Washington is Taiwan’s
biggest arms supplier. The
Pentagon announced on
Wednesday it planned to
sell Taiwan long-range
early-warning radar sys-
tem that would detect bal-
listic or cruise missiles.
The arms sale could worth
- as'much as $1.78 billion.
Yesterday, China’s for-
eign minister Mr Li Zhao-
xing met US Secretary of
State Gen. Colin Powell
here to discuss bilateral
and international issues.
Mr Li urged the USA to
adhere to the one-China
policy as well as the three
joint communiques - on
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Chen harps on
independence

TAIPEI, April 1. — President
Mr Chen Shui-bian has .
reiterated his belief that
Taiwan is independent from
China and said he plans to
press ahead with a.
referendum on constitu-
tional reform, positions that
will anger Bsijing.

“Taiwan is #: independent
‘sovereign rountry,” Mr Chen
said in an interview with the
BBC posted on the
broadcaster’s website:
Beijing criticised Mr Chen
for making similar
comments to the

. Washington Post.

Mr Chen said the 20 March
election, which he narrowly
won, showed his belief was
shared by the people of
Taiwan, “As we can see
from the election this time,
even the Opposition parties
cannot oppose the
mainstream value, the will
of the people, (who) oppose
unification of the two sides
and insist on Taiwan being
an independent sovereign
country” — ANN ‘

bilateral relations and opp-
ose Taiwan independence.
Gen. Powell said the
USA will continuously up-
hold the one-China policy,
abide by the three Sino-
US communiques and not
support any form of
Taiwan independence.
Beijing and Washington
have planned a series of
high-level exchanges this
year. US Vice-President
Mr Dick Cheney is to visit
China this month, while
Chinese Vice-Premier Mr
Wu Yi is to travel to the
USA to attend a meeting
of a US-Chinese trade
commission. ’
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