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IN A historic decision, Chi-
na and Russia on Thursday
resolved the last of their
decades-old boundary dis-
putes with Chinese Presi-
dent Hu Jintao and visiting
Russian counterpart Viad-
imir Putin finalising the
delimitation of their 4,370
km-long eastern border
and inking a series of key
agreements to boost trade.
According to diplomatic
sources, the Chinese and
Russian sides inked a se-
ries of accords including
an additional agreement
on the eastern stretch of
Russia-Chinese  border,
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which was not resolved
previously.

The disputed area was
in the region of Heixiazi
Island and Abagaitu Islet
in the eastern section of
the Sino-Russian bound-
ary line. The two countries
have been negotiating to
reach a settlement for a
long time.

The length of the Sino-
Russian border is about
4,370 km. Of that, the east-
ern section accounts for
about 4,320 km and the
western section accounts
for 54 km.
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Other accords are an in-
tergovernmental protocol
on navigation of Russian
and Chinese ships in a
basin adjacent to Tarab-
arov and Bolshoi Ussuri-
isky islands, a protocol to
an intergovernmental
agreement on the joint use
of the island in a border
area and a memorandum
of Russian and Chinese
governments on applying
the current agreement to
new delimitated segments
of the state border.

Russia and China also
have signed a package of
documents on the comple-
tion of talks on Russia’s
admission to the World
Trade Organisation.
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uch is to be done’in deve-
Mloping trade and econo-

mic ties between the two
countries, and the present struc-
ture of bilateral trade needs to
be improved. The share of high-
tech products involved in this
trade does not correspond to the
industrial potentials of the Rus-
sian and Chinese economies. It
is time for Moscow and Beijing
to abandon primitive bartering
and develop modern forms of
economic and investment coope-
ration, as well as the transport
and inter-bank infrastructures. It
is ‘also vital that the countries
work to enhance the ties bet-
ween the small and mid-size
businesses.

Balanced answers

Many problems are yet to be
solved in cooperation in the fuel/
energy sector. The desire of our
Chinese partners to meet their
rapidly growing demand for en-
ergy resources by increasing gua-
ranteed Russian supplies is un-
derstandable. Yet there should
be no haste in addressing this
issue. This area of interaction is
of strategic and long-term im-
portance and requires billions of
US dollars in investment. The
parties must continue to search
for balanced answers to these
questions without resorting to
emotion.

The Russian citizens who are
living in bordering areas with
China are naturally more con-
cerned with local problems, such
as illegal migration, poaching
committed by Chinese
citiZens on Russian territory, en-
vifonmental pollution, and so
n. The ecological problem may
ecome the greatest problem of
them all.

The rapid growth of the
Chinese economy is accom-
panied by increased attacks on
the environment. Deforestation,
together with the ensuing des-
tructive floods and soil exhaus-
tion, could eventually grow into

a transborder problem, which
could be solved only with a high
degree of cooperation between
the two countries. It seems that
China is prepared for this
dialogue.

Although the migration prob-
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help to effectively counter vari-
ous threats posed by organised
crime and corruption. Further-
more, it will help to make the
lives of average citizens more
secure, as well as establish ties
between the economic entities

lem does exist in Russian-Chin-
ese relations, its dimensions
should not be overestimated, as
the Russian mass media tends to
do. According to reliable esti-
mates, the total number of Chin-
ese citizens now permanently liv-
ing in Russia hardly exceeds
150,000-200,000. And the official
figures of the latest Russian
census indicate a much smaller
number — 35,000 people.

Migration problem

There are no grounds for
suggesting that the Chinese gov-
ernment “prompts” its citizens
to move to Russia, especially
illegally. Russia and China are
now organising a special working
group which will address migra-
tion problems with the goal of
arriving at a comprehensive so-
lution to the issue.

Another very important arca
of cooperation involves the law
enforcement bodies of the two
countries. Their joint efforts will
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operating in the border areas.
Problems that arise in Russia’s
relations with China often are
the reverse side of the fast
development of bilateral interac-
tion. However, instead of dra-
matising the differences, the
parties should develop a syste-
matic approach for their set-
tlement. It is very important to
strengthen the social basis of
Russian-Chinese relations by
promoting  people-to-people
contacts, developing tourism,
strengthening inter regional and
transborder relationships.

It is also essential that the two
countries increase their inter-
action in the social and human-
itarian areas, in culture, the
sciences and the mass media.
These efforts will be our con-
tribution to eliminating many
false stereotypes regarding the
perception of China, which still
exists in the minds of many
Europeans and Americans.

These stereotypes stem from
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about the
potential conduct of a “strong
China” on the international

stage after it has carried out its
grandiose modernisation plans
and become an economic, tech-
nological and military super-
power.

The last 20-odd years have
shown that as China is rapidly
developing, its foreign policy has
become more balanced and
oriented towards integration
into the world economy; this has
enhanced its level of coopera-
tion with various countries.

National interests

There are good grounds to
believe that this tendency will
continue. As China’s compe-
titiveness increases, it increas-
ingly upholds and advances its
national interests. This is a na-
tural process, and the only nor-
mal reaction to it from other
states, including Russia, should
be enhancing the effectiveness
of their own policies while de-
veloping constructive interaction
with China in various fields.

The potential for economic
interaction between Russia and
China is tremendous, and its
realisation will determine the
economic future of the entire
Eurasian and Pacific space. If we
look at Russian-Chinese rela-
tions in a global context —
through the prism of the global
situation, and from the point of
view of the vital interests of the
two countries — we will see that
a strategic partnership between
Russia and China, and one that
is based on trust, will be an en-
during value in the 21st century.
It will serve as the bulwark for an
equitable, democratic and multi-
polar world order, which is now
being built. The success of this
relationship is of vital importan-
ce for international peace and
security, as well as for the tran-
quility and wellbeing of the two
great neighbouring nations.

(Concluded)
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/ China, Russia agree to b
" enhance military tlesw

BEIJING, March 16. — Chinese and Rus-
sian militaries today reached “broad con-
sensus” on enhancing their strategic ties
and boosting cooperation in the future.
This follows the eéighth round of consulta-
tions held between the Deputy Chief of
the General Staff of the Chinese People’s
Liberation Army, Gen. Xiong Guangkai
and first Deputy Chief of General Staff of
the Russian armed forces, Yury Baluyev-

- sky here.

“The two sides reached broad consen-
sus. They agreed that developing the
friendly cooperative ties of the two armed
forces is an important component of the
strategic cooperative partnership between

the two countries.”

The two sides also exchanged views o1
the regional and international security sit-
uation, major international issues, cooper-
ation between the two armed forces and
other issues of common concern, it said,
adding that both sides jointly vowed to fur-
ther boost cooperation in the future,

“They shared the same view that to
maintain and develop the current friendly
cooperative ties between the two armed
forces is not only helpful to the defence
and military construction of the two coun-
tries, but also important to the bilateral
strategic cooperative partnership,” the re-
port said. — PTI
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