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Supporters of Asif Ali
Zardari celebrate after he
was granted bail in Lahore
on Wednesday.

Zardari
released .
bz?illiaiyl@

Mubashir ZaidiG
Karachi, December 22

ASIF ALI Zardari, the hus-
band of former Prime Min-
ister Benazir Bhutto, was
granted bail on Wednesday
after his surprise arrestina
murder case, and he ac-
cused the government of
victimising its political op-
ponents who are campaign-
ing for democracy. Zardari
was arrested on Tuesday
just before he was to address
a major opposition rally
that could have been politi-
cally embarrassing to Presi-
dent Gen Pervez Musharraf,
who has come under criti-
cism for reneging on his
vow to give up his post as
head of the army.

Zardari denies plotting
the 1996 slayings of a former
judge and his son — one of a
series of cases against him
that supporters contend are
politically motivated.

The order for his arrest
came just a month after he’d
been freed on bail from
eight years in jail over a
slew of cases, mostly related
to allegations of corruption
during his wife’s two gov-
ernments in the early 1990s.

His arrest sparked a clash
on Tuesday between his

supporters and police at an |

airport near Islamabad |

where he’d been due to ad-
dress the rally. Police said 71

opposition workers were de- ;
tained in the unrest, and ‘
several people were injured.

It also set back hopes of
reconciliation between
Bhutto’s Pakistan People’s
Party and Musharraf, who
took power in a bloodless
coup in 1999 and is accused
of backtracking on promis-
es to restore full democracy:.

As Zardari waited in his
sprawling Karachi residence
for his bail to be posted and
his release from house ar-
rest, he hailed Wednesday’s
ruling. But he accused the
government of victimising
its  political  opponents.
“Such tactics cannot stop us
from waging efforts to re-
store the rule of law and en-
sure the supremacy of the
parliament,” he said.
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Islamabad, Dec. 21 (Reuters):
The husband of Pakistani Op-
position leader Benazir Bhut-
to was placed under house ar-
rest today on arrival from
Karachi, less than a month
after his release from jail
raised hopes for reconciliation
with  President  Pervez
Musharraf.

Asif Ali Zardari, freed on
bail on November 22 after
eight years in jail on charges
of corruption, murder and
drug smuggling, was detained
at Islamabad airport after ar-
riving from Karachi.

Hours earlier, an anti-ter-
rorism court in Karachi or-
dered his arrest for failing to
appear at a bail hearing in a
case in which he is accused of
involvement in the murder of
a high court judge and his son
in Karachi in 1996.

The Karachi court judge,
Pir Ali Shah, while ordering
the withdrawal of the bail also
issued a non-bailable arrest
warrant against Zardari.

The arrest dimmed hopes
of reconciliation between for-
mer Prime Minister Bhutto’s
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
and military leader Mushar-
raf, a key ally of Washington
in the war on terror.

“We're just following the
court’s orders,” interior min-
ister Aftab Ahmed Khan Sher-
pao told state television.
“When he was released on bail
it was the order of the court
and we abided by that and now
the court in another case has
cancelled his bail.”

PPP parliamentary leader
Makhdoom Amin Fahim said
the party planned protest ral-
lies tomorrow: “It’s an insult

to democracy. It's the worst ex-

nd
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ample of dictatorship.”

Zardari, investment minis-
ter in Bhutto’s government
that ruled until 1996, holds no
formal position in the PPP but
had planned his trip to Islam-
abad to rally support for the
party. Zardari could not be ar-
rested in Karachi as he had al-
ready boarded a plane for his
first visit to the capital after
hisrelease from jail.

Before alighting from the
plane, Zardari told TV net-
works over the phone that the
aircraft was held up for over
two hours during which he
learnt that his bail was with-
drawn. He described the move
as a pressure tactic by the gov-
ernment. The plane was later
allowed to travel to Islamabad
where he was arrested.

Zardari was flown back to
Karachi under police guard
and would be held under
house arrest at his residence,
Mushtag Shah, a Karachi
deputy police chief, said.
Court officials said a new
hearing would be held on Jan-
uary 8.

Zardari called his arrest
“political victimisation”.“The
government has gone panicky.
We have the support of the
masses,” he said. He main-
tained there had been no hear-
ing in the murder case for the
past five years, implying that
it might have been scheduled
to interfere with his planned
trip. “I see the hand of govern-
ment behind this,” he said.

He called on supporters to
remain united. “We are ready
to face the music. We have
faced such ploys and tactics by
the government in the past
and are ready to face them in
future.”

“Zardari ca /ltal flight
ends in h

use arrest
i *O \

Asif Ali Zardari (centre) surrounded by policemen at
Islamabad airport. (AFP)
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VICTIMS INCLUDE SOLDIERS B NO CLAIM OF RESPONSIBILITY

110 lg}le in

Associated Press O
QUETTA, Dec. 10. — At least 10
people were killed, including a sol-
dier, and 27 wounded in an explo-
sion near an army truck here today.

The time bomb, weighing about 12
kg, was strapped to a bicycle when it
went off by the parked truck in a
crowded market area, Quetta police
chief Mr Rehmat Ullah said. The in-
jured include four soldiers.

No one has claimed responsibility

for the bomb, which severely dam-
aged the truck and blew out windows
in nearby buildings.

Gen. Pervez Musharraf said the
explosion was perpetrated by people
“working against peace and develop-
ment in the country”. Information
minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed
blamed “enemies of Pakistan who
wanted to destabilise one of Washing-
ton’s key allies in the war on terror”.

Baluchistan has been hit by a series
of low-level bombings in recent years,
most of which have been blamed on
feuding tribals. However, there are
signs that the region has become a
base for Taliban and Al-Qaida mili-
tants. '

Access to scientist ruled out
Pakistan today said it would not allow

anv foreign country or agency directly
o indirectly to question disgraced

y 1 DEC 2008

Quetta blast

wETSa

The targeted army truck was carrying soldiers visiting a Quetta market
for weekly shopping on Friday, — AFP

nuclear scientist Dr Abdul Qadeer
Khan, adds AFP. “Pakistan has full
confidence in the efficacy of its inves-
tigative system and procedures,” for-
eign office spokesman Mr Masood

37'4%

Khan said. His comments followed a
report in London’s Financial Times
that Pakistan was expected to allow
UN nuclear investigators to put ques-
tions in writing to Dr Khan.
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Law confirms
w/Musharrafw
as Army Chief

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, NoV. 30. The Bill
adopted by the Pakistani Parlia-
ment to enable the President,
Pervez Musharraf, continue as
Chief of Army Staff (COAS) be-
came law today with the Acting
President' and Senate Chair-
man, Mohammedmian Soom-
ro, appending his signature to
1t.

Gen. Musharraf is on a tour of
Latin America and would return
here after December 5. It is im-
mediately not clear why he sat
on the Bill for over four weeks
and under what circumstances
it was sent to the Acting
President.

Observers feel that Gen.
Musharraf has avoided signing
it to avoid legal problems and to
deprive the Opposition parties a
debating point that he had
signed a bill that benefited him.

The Information and Broad-
casting Minister, Shaikh Rash-
eed Ahmed, said the Bill was
sent to the Acting President as
the President must sign a bill
within 30 days after approval of
the National Assembly and the
Senate. The Senate passed the
Bill on November 1.

Bone of contention

Holding of the two offices has
been a bone of contention be-
tween the Opposition and the

Government since the October
2002 general election.

Gen. Musharraf attained the
age of superannuation in Octo
ber 2001. At that time, he wa
holding the offices of Arm
Chief, Chief Executive and Pre:
ident. He extended his tenure ¢
Army Chief for an indefinite p:
riod. The order coincided wi
the U.S. military intervention
Afghanistan. Parliament w
paralysed throughout 2003 :
the Opposition refused to cooy
erate pending resolution of th
uniform issue. In Decembe
2003, Gen. Musharraf enterec
into an agreement with the
Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal
(MMA) to end the stalemate.

As per the pact he promised
to leave the army job by Decem-
ber 31, 2004 and in return the
alliance of religious parties en-
dorsed several of the controver-
sial amendments he had made
to the Constitution and facilitat-
ed ratification of his election as
President through referendum
held in 2002.

The Opposition parties have
threatened to take to streets if

Gen. Musharraf does not shed |
uniform. The MMA kicked off

its campaign from Karachi on
Sunday and the Alliance for
Restoration of Democracy
(ARD), an umbrella outfit of
parties, is holding its demon-
stration orrDecember 7.




‘Gen not to sign

dual

Islamabad: Apprehensive
of the constitutional and le-
gal problems if he signs a
bill approved by parliament
authorising him to hold the
posts of the president and
army chief beyond this year,
Pakistan President
Gen Pervez Mushar-
raf hasleft it for sen-
ate chairman and
acting President §
Muhammad Soomro §
to sign it in his ab-
sence.
The bill will be
signed by Soomro shortly,
Pakistan’s parliamentary af-
fairs minister Sher Afghan
Niazi was quoted as saying
in the media on Monday. The
government has sent the
Uniform Bill 2004, approved
by parliament, to Soomro,
currently the acting presi-
dent in the absence of
Musharraf, who is touring

\qué“é\

m“bill

Latin Américan countries,
fearing legal complications if
the general himself signed
it, local daily The News said.

According to Pakistan’s
constitution, the chairman
of the senate would officiate
as president in his ab-
sence. The bill aliows
Musharraf to retain
J; both the offices, pres-
ident and chief of
army staff, beyond
2004. Minister for par-
liamentary  affairs
Sher Afgan Niazi sent
the uniform bill with his sig-
natures to the presidency
last weekend for its formal
approval, it said.

Musharraf refrained
from signing earlier after an
opposition senator pointed
out a clause in the constitu-
tion barring the president to
sign any bill that solely ben-
efited him, it said. en /
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Islamabad: The Pakistan supreme court on
Monday granted bail to Asif Zardari, the
jailed husband of exiled former prime min-
ister Benazir Bhutto, paving the way for his
release after some eight years in jail, lawyers
said.

The three-member bench of the supreme
court, headed by Chief Justice Nazi Hussain
Siddiqui, in a short judgment ordered
Zardari’'s release. Amidst reports of a rap-
prochement between Pakistan Pres-
ident Pervez Musharraf and Be-
nazir Bhutto, Zardari, 49, was grant-
ed bail in connection with several
cases of corruption against him.

Zardari was arrested on Novem-
ber 4, 1996, when the government of
Pakistan People’s Party (PPP)led by |
Benazir Bhutto was dismissed by
then President Farooq Ahmed
Leghari. In September, a court over-
turned Zardari’s conviction for re-
ceiving kickbacks from the state-
run Pakistan Steel Mills in 1995, during his
wife’s tenure, for which he was sentenced for
seven years. He has, however, remained in
custody, awaiting trial in at least nine other
corruption and criminal cases, all registered
against him since 1996.

The last case against him involved the im-
port of a bullet-proof BMW car. The coun-
try’s National Accounts Bureau (NAB) had
charged Zardari with fraudulent import of
the car, saying Zardari allegedly kept the car
in his use but it remained in the name of a
fictitious person. Zardari had denied the

P r

Asif Zardari

rants Zardayi bail

sanort 10 Shaukat a2

charges and described the case as “political
victimisation”.

Barrister Aitzaz Ahsan, defence counsel of
Zardari told reporters that all bail docu-
ments will be submitted to the jail authori-
ties for the release. Information minister
Sheikh Rashid Ahmed said the government
will not block the release of Zardari and that
he will be released after the relevant docu-
ments are submitted to the jail authorities.
Zardari is in a Karachi hospital and
his lawyer says he is ill.

Benazir, who lives in exile in
Dubai and in London has been ac-
cusing Musharraf’s regime of pres-
{ surising her party by continuing the
detention of Zardari.

Zardari’s release apparently came
after intense speculation that a rap-
prochement between Musharraf
and Bhutto is expected to herald a
political realignment of forces in
Pakistan, where PPP may extend
support to a Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz
government, following political understand-
ing behind the scenes.

“Now that a beginning has been made, PPP
will redraw its strategy vis-a-vis the govern-
ment,” PPP sources said.

The release also comes after the 14-party
Alliance for Restoration of Democracy
(ARD) headed by senior PPP leader
Mukhdoom Amin Fahim announced its
plans to conduct mass agitation against
Musharraf’s continuation as army ghief be-
yond December 31. rn /Gm
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Allewing
Gen's dualrole
“Challenged ”

Islamabad: Pakistan’s
Bl ] supreme
B court has ad-

mitted a peti-
tion seeking
! nullificatio

of the bil
which  per-
mits  Presi-
dent Pervez
Musharraf to |
continue as the chief of

army beyond this year on the

ground that it “violative” of

the Constitution.

The petitioner, Shahid
Orakzai, alleged that an at-
tempt had been made
through the bill to distort the
highest office of the state.

He urged the apex court to
declare the bill as “violative”
of the Constitution which
does not allow the President
to hold “any office of profit
in the service of Pakistan™.

The petitioner also asked
the court to direct Musharraf
to withhold his assent to the
bill passed by both Houses of
Parliament on November 1.

Musharraf has not yet
signed the controversial
“President To Hold Another
Office Bil1-2004”, which had
drawn considerable flak
from the opposition parties,
leading to speculation that
he is still undecided about
retaining uniform beyond
this year.

The bill authorises him to
remain as army chief and
President beyond December
31 and nullifies legal problems
arising out of his public prom-
ise last year to quit uniform by
the end of this year. rn /
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Pervez vows to nab leader

Pak in hunt
for kKingpin

Islamabad, Oct. 15 (Reuters):
Pakistan will hunt down a for-
mer Guantanamo Bay inmate
who masterminded the abduc-
tion of two Chinese engineers,
one of whom died after a res-
cue operation in which five
kidnappers were killed, offi-
cials said today.

Al Qaida-linked tribesman
Abdullah Mehsud directed the
six-day hostage drama —
which caused consternation
in key ally China — from a
hideout in the hills of the
South Waziristan tribal region
along the border with
Afghanistan, they said.

After Pakistani comman-
dos Kkilled the kidnappers in
the nearby Chagmalai area
yesterday, Pakistani President
Pervez Musharraf promised
Chinese President Hu Jintao
the masterminds would be
“pursued relentlessly and
meted out the most severe
punishment”.

The last young militant to
cock a snook at the military in
the tribal zone bordering
Afghanistan was killed by a
missile attack on his house in
June when his location was
pinpointed by tracking of his
satellite telephone.

Nek Mohammad, who like
Abdullah was in his 20s, had
set himself up as a sort of lat-
ter-day Robin Hood, leading a
group of tribesmen helping to
shelter hundreds of al Qaida-
linked militants.

Abdullah was likely to
share his fate. “We have to
hunt him down. Now we will
evolve a strategy and do some
planning,” a security official
said. “The man has become

Ahdullah Mehsud

too big for his shoes.”
Abdullah, freed from
Guantanamo in March after
the Pentagon said he was no
longer a threat to the US, has
made little effort to Keep a low
profile, giving interviews to .
local journalists throughout
the kidnap drama.
Journalists have been
taken to meet him at secret lo-
cations by tribal go-betweens
and he could prove more diffi-
cult to find than Nek Moham-
mad, as he has been using a
long-range cordless telephone
harder to detect than a satel-
lite phone. But Abdullah may
find it difficult to evade cap-
ture too long after angering
members of his own tribe who
tried unsuccessfully to negoti-
ate the release of the Chinese.
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range

Islamabad: Pakistan on Tuesday “suc-
cessfully” carried out yet another test of
its intermediate range ballistic missile
Hataf-V, with a strike range of 1,500 km
capable of carrying nuclear and conven-
tional warheads and targeting most of the
Indian cities.

The test of Hataf V, also known as
Ghauri, was successfully carried out as
part of a series of tests planned for the
Ghauri missile system, a defence press re-
lease here said.

“The test completely validated all the
design parameters. The successful flight
test bears testimony to the fact that the
Ghauri weapon system is based on the
highest standards of scientific and tech-
nological advancements,” it said.

Claiming that the missile was indige-
nously built, it said the missile incorpo-
rates highly refined guidance and control
systems and superior technology capable
of achieving the greatest accuracy.

The Ghauri missile has a range of near-

res medium

alli stlc missile

1y 1,500 km and can carry nuclear and oth-
er warheads. It was handed over to the
army strategic forces command in 2003.

The test carried out from an unknown
location was witnessed by Prime Minister
Shaukat Aziz, the new chairman of joint
chiefs of staff committee General Ehsan-
ul Haq besides other senior military offi-
cers and scientists.

India and other neighbouring countries
have been given advance notices as per
standard practice, it said.

{ It said President Pervez Musharraf
! and Aziz have expressed satisfaction at
| the “outstanding results” achieved and
complimented the scientists and engi-
neers of the country’s premier nuclear
installation the Kahuta Research Labo-
ratories (KRL).

The press release quoted Musharraf
and Aziz as saying that the nation is
proud of its scientists and holds them in
¥ the highest esteem “for makmg the na-

tional defence impregnable.” //
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Suicide-bomber kills 7 at 1

Ky
Agencies
Lahore, October 10

AT LEAST seven pe\‘)&)\e
were killed when a suicide-
bomber shot his way in to a
Shia Muslim mosque in La-
hore on Sunday and deto-
nated the explosives he was
carrying, a Shia leader said.

A local resident quoted
witnesses as saying that a
man opened fire on a securi-
ty guard. who tried to stop
him entering the mosque,
then blew himself up inside.
Khawaja Basharat, a Shia
community leader, said sev-
en people, some of them
children, had been Kkilled.
The bomber shot and killed
two guards when they
stopped him, Basharat said.

“As soon as he entered, he
blew himself up. The casu-
alties could have been
greater if the guards hadn’t
tried to stop him. He could-
n’treach the prayer hall, the
bravery of the guards saved
many lives”, he said. An of-
ficial from the private Edhi
emergency service said
three or four bodies had
been taken out of the

e

AP

Supporters of slain Sunni Muslim cleric Mufti Jamil chant
anti-government slogans during his funeral in Karachi on Sunday.

mosque and some people
had been wounded.

The attack was the latest
in a string of religious viole-
nce to hit Pakistan in recent
days that has fuelled fears of
a flare-up in sectarian vio-
lence between minority Shi-
as and majority Sunnis.

Earlier on Sunday, pro-
testing Islamic students thr-

ew stones at police who re-
plied with tear gas in the
southern city of Karachi
ahead of the funeral of a
leading pro-Taliban cleric
and an associate assassinat-
ed by unknown gunmen on
Saturday.

Those killings followed
two deadly attacks on reli-
gious gatherings this month

in which more than 70 peo-
ple, both Sunnis and Shias,
have been killed.

A car bomb attack on a
crowd of radical Sunni Mus-
lims in the city of Multan on
Thursday killed at least 42
people and a suicide-bomb-
ing at a crowded Shia mosg-
ue Kkilled 30 in the city of Si-
alkot on October 1. Shias ma-
ke up about 15 per cent of Pa-
kistan’s 150 million people.

Funeral violence

Meanwhile, Pakistani police
fired teargas shells at stone-
throwing students in Kara-
chi ahead of the funeral of a
leading pro-Taliban cleric
and an associate who was as-
sassinated in the southern
city on the weekend.

The students, who chant-
ed slogans against the gov-
ernment and minority Shia
Muslims they blamed for the
killings, dispersed after the
police followed up teargas
rounds by firing into the air.

Karachi's city police chief
Tarig Jamil said the funeral
of Mufti Jameel Ahmad
Khan then went ahead

i
]

peacefully. He said security
had been beefed up across
the city after his killing on
Saturday and more police-
men had been deployed to
guard mosques.

Khan was a close to Mufti
Nizamuddin Shamzai, a
leading pro-Taliban cleric
shot dead in Karachi in May
and also belonged to the rad-
ical Deobandi school of Is-
lam, of which most Taliban
leaders were students.

Saturday’s Kkillings fol-
lowed two deadly attacks on
religious gatherings in Pak-
istan this month, in which
more than 70 people have
died, both majority Sunnis
and minority Shias. Khan
was a member of the leader-
ship council of Jamiat Ule-
ma-e-Islam, part of Pak-
istan’s main Islamic Opposi-
tion bloc, the Muttahida Ma-
jlis-e-Amal. On Saturday,
the police said they had ar-
rested more than 50 mem-
bers of outlawed Islamic
militant groups in central
Pakistan as part of investi-
gations into the two deadly
attacks on religious congre-
gations earlier this month.

V% :
hore Shia mosque

2k

Peaple gather after the bomb blast inside a Shia mosque in Lahore on Sunday.
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Sunni leaders pomtf rgers at

Shiite terrorists

Associated Press
Multan, Octob 7

TWO BOMBS planted in a
car and motorcycle explod-
ed at a gathering of Sunni
Muslim radicals here today,
killing at least 40 people and
wounding about 100 others.
Police suspected it to be a
sectarian attack.

About 2,000 angry Sunnis
gathered outside a hospital
where victims of the explo-
sions were taken, shouting:
“Shiites are infidels!” and
slogans against the govern-
ment, witnesses said. The
bombings came less than a
week after a suicide attack
left 31 dead at a Shiite
mosque in an eastern city.

About 3,000 people had
gathered in a residential
area of Multan to mark the
anniversary of the death of
the leader of the outlawed
Sunni radical group Sipah-
e-Sahaba killed in an attack
last year. A car bomb ex-
ploded near the venue as
people were starting to dis-
perse after the overnight

ife

meetlng, and fwo minutes
later a second bomb at-
taci»=d to a motorcycle went
off, deputy city police chief
Arshad Hameed said. “It
seems to be an act of sectar-
ian terrorism, but we are
still investigating,” he said.

Officials at the Nishtar
government hospital said at
least ‘39 people were killed
and more than 100 were
wounded, about 50 serious-
ly Some 50 others were
treated for minor injuries
and later discharged. Other
people were taken to other
clinics. Pools of blood and
shoes of the victims were
scattered at the scene, near
the remains of the car.

Jamil Usmani, 26, who
had been standing in a near-
by parking lot with friends,
said a stampede after the
bombing caused many in-
juries. “The explosion nu-
mbed our ears, we saw peo-
ple falling on each other,
everybody was crying, eve-
rybody was running,” he
said. “Many people were in-
jured in the stampede, we

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

imbs,

2

AR

N Q

A blast victim being treated at a Multan hospital on Thursday.

started picking them up and
asked passing cars for help.”

Talat Mahmood Tariq, po-
lice chief for Multan region,
said the car bomb, estimat-
ed to weigh about 15 pounds,
was set off by remote con-
trol and most injuries were

caused by flying metal from
the vehicle. It did not appear
to be a suicide attack as no
body parts were found in-
side the car, Multan police
chief Sikander Hayyat said.

Witnesses said the Sunni
protesters who gathered

outside the Nishtar hospital
attacked two ambulances,
shattering the windscreens
with sticks. Nearby, others
burned tires, casting a pall
of black smoke. Inside the
hospital, bloodied victims
were crammed into an

AP

emergency ward, some ly-
ing two to a bed. Dozens of
dead were placed on the
floor of another ward.
Officials said about 1,000
police, including reservists,
were called from other dis-
tricts, and soldiers were pa-

N

rock Multan, 40 killed

trolling the city to stop Sun-
ni and Shiites from clash-
ing. Multan has suffered se-
ctarian violence in the past.
Sunni Muslims make up
about 80 percent of the 150
million people in Pakistan,
and most of the rest are Shi-
ites. The vast majority of
both sects live in harmony
but radical elements on
both sides carry out attacks.

“We condemn this terror-
ist attack. This is tragic,” In-
formation Minister Sheikh
Rashid Ahmed said Islam-
abad. “The government will
continue its mission against
terrorism.”

Thursday’s blasts came
six days after a suicide at-
tacker detonated a bomb in-
side a crowded Shiite mo-
sque in the eastern city of
Sialkot during Friday
prayers, killing 31 people
and injuring more than 50.

The attack also came
hours after the burial of an
alleged top al-Qaida opera-
tive and Sunni Muslim mili-
tant Amjad Hussain Fa-
rooqi at a village in eastern
Punjab province. He was a
member of Lashkar-e-Jha-
ngvi, and had been accused
in attacks on Shiites, and in
the 2002 beheading of Amer-
ican journalist Daniel Pearl.

King - ¢ anouk™
has al- “‘cated,
says | teside

Agencd -ance-Prefse
Phnor h, October 7
CA™  -DIAS KING Noro-

do- 1hanouk has abdicat-
ed waile in self-imposed ex-
ile in Beijing, plungmg the
country into  new political
crisis, his son, the national
assembly President, said to-
day. “According to a royal
message we've received and
read to the national assem-
bly, the King has abdicated”,
said Prince Norodom Ra-
nariddh, adding that he
hoped the King could be per-
suaded to change his mind.

“The King said Chea Sim
(the Senate president) will
be the acting head of state
and he has written that,
from now on, Norodom Si-
hanouk is retired”, the emo-
tional prince said.

The King, 81, had been
due to return to Cambodia
today after repeated threats
to abdicate after being side-
lined during a year-long po-
litical crisis and amid con-
cerns about his succession.

He said the throne coun-
cil, which is supposed to
elect the King’s successor,
should meet soon and ask
him to reconsider. :

-



“Pak scribes sw;llow bitter pill of ‘communalisation

Vishal Thapar
Jammu, October 4

WHEN THE bus carrying a
group of Pakistani journali-
stsrolled into Lakhanpury, the
entry point to Jammu and
Kashmir on Sunday night,
Imtiaz Alam, leader of the
delegation, was handed over
a welcome note. It read: “You
bastards, you're welcome!”
On his arrival at the Wa-
gah border, Alam had hailed
the maiden visit of Pak jour-
nalists to J&K as an opportu-
nity to report on the ‘core is-
sue' from “the other side”.
The “other side” of the mi-
litancy, encouraged by Pak-
istan as a ‘treedom struggle’,
confronted the visitors in no
time when they were taken to
the Muthi (Phase-I) migrant
camp on the outskirts of Ja-
mmu today. The shantytown
1s home to some 1,500 fami-
lies of Kashmiri Pandits ou-
sted from their homies in the
Valley since 1990. An estimat-
ed 350,000 Pandits were up-
rooted from the Valley as a
cansequence of the unrest.
Pushkar Nath Razdan was
among the scores of displa-
ced Pandits who came out to
tell the ‘other side’ of the sto-
ry. “You call this a freedom
struggle? Had it been one,
wouldn’t [ have been part of
it?" he asked, referring to the
composite culture of Kash-

mir, now in disarray. “It's
only about the communalisa-
tion of Kashmir, it’s religious
cleansing,” Razdan thunder-
ed, recalling bitterly how he
was driven out of his Pulwa-
ma home, allegedly by his
Muslim neighbours. “We wa-
nt to see what the Pakistan
Press writes about this,” the
old man challenged. The visi-
tors did not utter a word.

y0L 130 &

P K. Bhan, a 45-year-old
bank ofticial, painted the “at-
mosphere of terror” that for-
ced his family to flee Tangm-
arg. “The chants of some of
our neighbours were terrifyi-
ng. They would say: ‘We want
Kashmir to be with Pakistan,
without the Pandits, but with
their women’,” he recalled.

The Bhans had fled Tang-
marg giving their neighbou-

UTERS
OTHER SIDE OF THE STORY Pakistani journalist Muniza Jahangir interviews Kashmiri

Pandits at a migrant camp in Jammu on Monday.

rs a slip. They left behind a
beautiful home nestled in a
huge orchard. At the Muthi
camp, the Bhans, part of the
migrants, live in squalor in
claustrophobic nine feet by
nine feet hutments. They
have to make do with com-
munity kitchens and toilets,

The tragedy is best illus-
trated by the case of Mahesh-
war Nath. whose father was

killed by Pak raiders at Bara-
mulla in 1947, and his son and
brother by militants in 1990.
Militants have killed the kin
of 87 families at the Muthi ca-
mp; the migrants have 70 wi-
dows in their midst. “What
have you done to Kashmir’s
Sufi Islam?” a man hollered
at the visiting scribes.

“I was not angered by their
accusation but felt sympa-
thetic towards them,” said
veteran Pakistani journalist
Raja Asghar of the Dawn. He
confessed that the exposure
to the migrants had breathed
life to his understanding of
the Kashmir problem. Ejaz
Haider of the Friday Times
agreed that the coverage of
this problem by the Pakistan
media has been inadequate.
“Kashmir has been tackled
more in terms of statecraft.
There’s need to focus more at-
tention on the human dimen-
sion of the conflict,” he said.
Haider, however, felt that In-
dia’s refusal to involve the
UN to resolve the problem
has complicated the issue.

Ajay Chrungoo, leader of
Panun Kashmir, tried to put
the issue in perspective. “The
militancy you recognise as
freedom struggle destroys
the freedom of my communi-
ty. The main yardstick of the
peace process must be the re-
versal of communalisation of
Kashmir,” he said.

I

Separatists sniff compromise

Rashid Ahmad
Srinagar, October 4

ALARM BELLS have started ringing in
separatist circles in Kashmir with the vis-
it of the Pak journalists, giving credence to
the feeling that Islamabad and New Delhi
were moving towards a tacit agreement on
Kashmir. Separatist circles feel that India
and Pakistan were testing the waters for tu-
rning the LoC into an International Border,

Asiya Andrabi, chief of the Dukhtaran-
e-Millat, has called for boycott of the visit-
ing journalists. Asiya termed the visit as a
complete reversal of Pakistan’s 57-year-old
foreign policy, which had barred Pakistani
nationals visiting Kashmir on Indian docu-
ments. Pointing to a tacit understanding be-
tween the two countries, Asiya expressed
surprise that India, which has even barred
international human right activists from
visiting Kashmir, cleared this visit.

Syed Ali Shah Geelani, chairman of
the hardline Hurriyat faction, appreciat-
ed Andrahi’s views, but said he would not
boycott the scribes. “Her apprehensions
may be true, but aren’t reason enough to
boycott them (the scribes),” he told Hin-
dustan Times. Geelani, who meets the vis-
iting journalists on Wednesday. said he
would raise these issues with them. “I
will ask them why they are not meeting
the common people, avoiding villages and
hundreds of graveyards bearing testimo-
ny to the ongoing freedom struggle.”

Dukhtaran-e-Millat activists protest against
the visit of Pak scribes in Srinagar.

The JKLF chief Mohammad Yaseen Ma-
lik, scheduled to host a dinner for the jour-
nalists, too, shares the apprehensions. “I
will raise the points with them,” he said.
Andrabi said the journalists, after return-
ing to Pakistan, would toe a line suiting
Musharaf’s “sell-out” policy on Kashmir.

Freedom knock

|
|
Family members of photo-journalist Maq-
bool Sahil have appealed to the visiting Pak
seribes for urging the J&K government to
set him free. The police had arrested the |
scribe of a local Urdu daily on September |
18 under the Ofticial Secrets Act for al- |
legedly passing sensitive defence-related in- ‘
formation to Pakistan. l
i
|



/Thousands riot at Pak funeral

Sialkote mayor’s office, police station torched by rampaging mobs v (\é\\o

Agencies
Sialkote, October 2
THOUSANDS OF Shia

youths rioted in eastern
Pakistan as mourning rela-
tives buried the dead from a
suspected suicide bombing
which killed at least 30 peo-
ple at a mosque in Sialkote.
Tensions flared as the police
launched investigations
into the blast that ripped
through a Shia mosque in
the city during the Friday
prayers.

Members of the Shia
Imamia Students Organisa-
tion on Saturday staged vio-
lent protests and burned
tyres at various locations af-
ter the police blocked entry
points to the city and sol-
diers stepped up their pa-
frols. “We’ll continue our
protest until the culprits be-
hind the attack are arrest-
ed”, organisation president
Nasir Shirazi said.

Witnesses said vehicles
were set alight and crowds
attacked government build-
ings after thousands of peo-
ple carrying black flags at-
tended funeral prayers for
nine of those killed in the
mosque blast.

An angry crowd of about
2,000 people carrying rifles,
iron rods and batons ran-
sacked the offices of Pak-
istan International Air-
lines, a state-owned Nation-
al Bank branch, district
courts and the district jail,
the witnesses said.

The crowd torched the of-
fice of Sialkote’s mayor and
besieged a police station,
with officers from a com-
mando unit responding
with gunfire and teargas to
disperse them.

Hundreds of youths
burned tyres and blocked
traffic on a busy road in

AFP

A rescue team fights the blaze at the Sialkate mayor’s office after an angry mob went on the rampage in the city on Saturday.

Muzaffarabad, the capital of
Pakistani Kashmir, to p-
rotest the killing of a politi-
cian in the Sialkote blast.

Former speaker of Pak-
istani Kashmir’s legislative
assembly Syed Shaukat
Hussain Nagvi, of former
Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto’s Pakistan People’s
Party, was killed in the ex-
plosion as he had gone there
to meet his family.

Security officials said
earlier the mosque blast,
which also left dozens of
people injured, was the
work of a suicide-bomber.
“We believe the bomber car-
ried the explosive into the
mosque in a briefcase
which he detonated while
sitting among the worship-
pers and also blew himself
up”, a security official, who
did not wish to be identi-

fied, said. “It’s an act of ter-
rorism...”, police chief Nis-
ar Ahmed said. “We believe
a suicide-bomber carried
out the dastardly attack at a
time when hundreds of
worshippers were present
inside the mosque for Fri-
day’s prayers”.

The attack came five days
after the Pakistani security
forces killed the country’s
most-wanted Sunni Muslim

extremist, Al-Qaida opera-
tive -Amjad Farooqi, in a
shootout in the south of the
country. Faroogi, the al-
leged mastermind of sever-
al attempts to kill Mushar-
raf, was an activist in the
Harkatul Jihad-e-Islam, a
Sunni Muslim militant
group blamed for the 2002
murder of US reporter
Daniel Pearl. killing of Fa-
roogi.
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Mushari‘df elevates
ISI chief to top post

Press Trust of India //V\@
Islamabad, October 2

CONSOLIDATING HIS hold on the mili-
tary, Pakistan President Pervez Mushar-
raf today appointed chief of the coun-
try’s powerful spy agency, ISI, Gen Ah-
sanul Hag as Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of military staff after promoting
him to the rank of four-star General.

He also promoted Karachi corps com-
mander Ahsan Saleem Hayat, who es-
caped an assassination attempt by mili-
tants in June, and appointed him as Vice-
Chief of the Army.

While General Hag will be replacing
Gen. Muhammad Aziz Khan, Gen. Hayat
will be taking over from Gen. Yousaf
Khan, who is also retiring. -

The appointments by Musharraf -
who has given strong and open hints in
recent weeks tp continue in uniform -
were seen as a key to retain his hold on
the army if he were to continue as Pres-
ident and Chief of the Army till 2007.

The appointments were seen as a first
phase of a major exercise of reshuffie of
top commanders by Musharraf to pre-
pare the army for a ‘paradigm shift’ in
thinking and orientation to fit into the
modern, progressive and welfare Islam-
ic state he envisaged.

A major reshuffle of Corps Comman-
ders was expected to follow in the com-
ing days. Significantly, Musharraf has
recently said he will await the retire-
ment of Gen. Aziz and Gen. Yousaf be-
fore announcing his decision on whether
to continue as Chief of the Army or not.

The retirement of Gen. Aziz without
extension was seen as significant since
he had played a key role as Corps Com-
mander in the 1999 Kargil conflict, which
ended up in a major debacle for Pak-
istan. Hailing from Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK), Gen. Aziz was known for
his strong views against India.

Both the retiring generals were ap-
pointed by Musharraf to their posts
hours before the US military action in
Afghanistan weeks after the 9/11 attacks
in 2001, which prompted Pakistan to re-
verse its pro-Taliban policy.

AFP
A file photograph of Pak President Pervez
Musharraf conferring military honours on
ISl head Lt-Gen. Ehsanul Hag (centre). He
was appointed chairman Joint Chiefs of
Staff Committee.

The two superseded then ISI chief
Gen. Mahmood and Deputy Chief of the
Army Staff Gen. Usmani, considered as
pro-Taliban generals, who resigned in
protest.

Also, Gen. Haq was appointed as ISI
chief after the 9/11 attacks and his ele-
vation was seen as a reward for his loy-
alty and for ensuring smooth transition
after the fall of the Taliban government
in Afghanistan and the crackdown on
the Al-Qaida and jehadi militant groups.

Interestingly, Gen. Haq is due for re-
tirement in April 2005, while Gen. Hayat
is slated to retire in December 2004. How-
ever, by the virtue of rule that all the top
generals of the Pakistan Army serve in
their posts for three years, the two would
virtually continue till 2007 covering the
tenure of Musharraf. Haq has supersed-
ed at least seven lieutenant-generals,
while Gen. Hayat is listed as No. 4 in the
army’s seniority hierarchy.
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. o
uicide blast in Pak mosque
30 killed in third attack on a Shia holy site in 5 months

Mubashir Zaidi & AP
Karachi, October 1

A SUICIDE attacker detonated a
huge bomb inside a crowded Shia
Muslim mosque in an eastern Pak-
istani city during Friday prayers,
killing at least 30 people and wound-
ing dozens, officials said.

Police said that hundreds of peo-
ple were inside the Zainabia
mosque in the city of Sialkot at the
time of the blast, which severely
damaged walls and left body parts
scattered inside.

No group claimed responsibility

“for the attack, which comes less
than a week after Pakistan killed a
top al-Qaida suspect in a shootout in
southern Pakistan -— leading the
government to claim it had broken
the back of the terror network in
the country Witnesses reported that
a man with a briefcase entered the
mosque shortly before the blast and
the briefcase had exploded, Sialkot
police chief Nisar Ahmed said.

“We are almost certain it was a
suicide attack,” he said. He said
bomb disposal experts were exam-
ining remains of the briefcase, and
their initial assessment was that it
contained explosives.

He said that at least 30 people
were Killed. “Dozens of people have
been taken to hospital in critical
condition, and I think the casualties
and death toll will rise,” he said.

A security official in Islamabad,
who requested anonymity, reported
30 deaths and nearly 70 injured. An-
other official at the police control
room in Sialkot, about 145 miles
southeast of Islamabad, said the
blast left a crater inside the mosque
and had caused severe damage to the
walls and shattered windows, Wit-
nesses said many of the injured suf:
fered burns.

Ahmed said a mob initially pre-
vented police from entering inside.
People had started pelting police
with bricks and stones and wreck-
ing property, torching at least one
motorbike. “T'm trying to handle
the situation, I'm holding talks with
their elders. I'm telling them we’ve
come to help them,” Ahmed said.

Murid Hussain, who lives near
the mosque, said human remains
were scattered inside the mosque
and smoke everywhere. One of his
relatives was injured in the blast
and just remembered hearing a blast
and then waking up in hospital.

Information Minister Sheikh
Rashid Ahmed confirmed the blast
but said he had no details on casual-
ties. “This is the work of enemies of
Pakistan and enemies of Islam, and
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A Pakistani policeman stands guard in front of a Shia mosque in Karachi on Friday.

we condemn it,” he said.

Mosques of Pakistan’s Shia mi-
nority have often been targeted in
sectarian violence with majority
Sunni Muslims. Most of Pakistan’s
150 million Muslims live in harmo-
ny, but there are radical elements on
both sides of the sectarian divide.

Pakistan has been a key ally in
the US-led war on terrorism since
the 9/11 attacks. That support has
triggered an angry backlash by Is-
lamic militants who have launched

repeated attacks across Pakistan.

The al-Qaida operative killed last
weekend, Amjad Hussain Faroogi,
was believed to be behind the kid-
napping and beheading in 2002 of
Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel
Pearl, and two failed assassination
attempts on President Gen. Pervez
Musharraf that left 17 other people
dead in December 2003.

Officials said Farooqi was a re-
cruiter for al-Qaida in Pakistan and
had masterminded previous bomb-

AFP

ings against Shia Muslims. He was
also member of the Sunni Muslim
militant group, Lashkar-e-Jhangvi.

1
]

A Shia leader in the main south-

ern city of Karachi claimed Friday's
bombing was retaliation for the po-
lice shooting of Farooqi. “Definitely.
it was the work of the friends Fa-
rooqi,” cleric Allama Hassan Turabi
said, adding, “the people who planned
this attack perhaps don't understand
that we are not supporters of Ameri-
ca. ... We are also against America”.
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“Counting the co

L& ’n%xo\Another encounter in Pakistan ¢ :

he Pakistani military expedition into South Waziristan to
nab Al Qaeda rebels had yielded little fruit, but a
breakthrough is now being claimed with the elimination in
an encounter, supposed to have taken place in Nawabshah,
of Amjad Hussain Farooqi, a “terror mastermind” with a
price of Rs 20 million on his head. Farooqi is being touted
as Al Qaeda’s main Pakistani contact; he had been impli-
cated in the kidnap-murder of Daniel Pearl as well as the
assassination attempts last December on General Mushar-
raf, It is noteworthy that Farooqi’s career in militancy began
with the Kashmir insurgency; he is also, at one stage, sup-
R:sed to have served as a personal bodyguard to Maulana
asood Azhar who had been released from an Indian jail.
Islamabad’s military establishment had once been under the
impression that pursuing militancy in Kashmir was a “low
cost” option but it ought to be counting the cost now — in
Faroogi’s case alone, several assassination attempts on its
head and a red alert for terrorist violence in Karachi
following Farooqi’s death. Hopefully, some of that
experience has rubbed off on Islamabad and translated into
the falling off of stridency with regard to Kashmir that has
been in evidence lately.

Given the murky atmosphere in which the “war on terror”
is being conducted, the timing of high-profile arrests and
shooting deaths of Al Qaeda members in Pakistan does,
however, raise certain questions. The announcement of the
arrest of Ahmed Khalfan Ghailani, Tanzanian Al Qaeda
operative on the list of the 22 most wanted terrorists in the
US, in the city of Gujarat in Punjab, came when John Kerry
was named as President Bush’s challenger at the Demo-
cratic convention in Boston. The shooting of Faroogi came
just after Musharraf went on a lengthy US trip to win ap-
probation for his role in Pakistan, and received a pat on the
back from Bush in New York. Could such announcements
be timed to influence the presidential contest in the US, the
quid pro quo being that a re-elected Bush raises no cavil
when Musharraf refuses to shed his uniform in December,
as he had earlier committed himself to doing? In that case,
there should be plenty to look forward to in October, before
America goes to the polls on 2 November.
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“Pak House passes
nuclear export co

President Pervez Musharraf
at a defence exhibition in
Karachi. (Reuters)

Islamabad, Sept. 14
(Reuters): Pakistan’s parlia-
ment passed a Bill today tight-
ening controls on the export of
nuclear and  biological
weapons technology and mis-
sile delivery systems, part of
efforts to curb proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction.

Pakistan has admitted that
Abdul Qadeer Khan, its top
nuclear scientist revered as
the father of its atomic bomb,
smuggled nuclear secrets to
North Korea, Iran and Libya.

The scandal raised fears
that weapons of mass destruc-
tion could fall into the hands of
militants bent on terror at-
tacks, as well as what Wash-
ington has called “rogue”
states. The National Assembly,
parliament’s lower house,
adopted the Bill on export con-
trols on nuclear and biological
weapons and their delivery
systems.

“This law provides a

I

framework to deal with sensi-
tive technologies and prolifer-
ation,” state minister for for-
eign affairs Makhdoom Khus-
ro Bakhtiar told the Assembly.

“Pakistan respects its in-
ternational obligations as a
nuclear-capable state. This
Bill will further enhance Pak-
istan’s image as a responsible
nuclear state.”

The Senate, or upper
house, is expected to pass the
Bill later this week, before it is
formally signed into law by
President Pervez Musharraf.
Its passage through the Senate
should be a formality given a
majority enjoyed by the ruling
coalition. “By adopting this
bill, Pakistan would fulfil its
international obligation and
strengthen its credentials as a
responsible nuclear weapon
state,” the Bill said.

It envisages a prison sen-
tence of up to 14 years or a fine
of up to five million rupees

S B\gll on
fﬁols )/

($85,000), or both, for anyone
spreading nuclear technology
or hardware, although this
does not apply retroactively to
Khan.

Khan, who made a tele-
vised apology for his role in
the proliferation scandal in
February, is closely guarded at
his home in Islamabad, al-
though authorities deny he is
under house arrest.

Musharraf pardoned the
popular scientist, who said he
and a few associates acted
alone. Western diplomats
argue that he could not have
acted without support from
the powerful military. Global
criticism of Musharraf for
the scandal, and his decision
to pardon Khan, was muted,
perhaps in recognition of his
key role in the US-led war on
terror. But Pakistan has been
under pressure to strengthen
the safeguards around its nu-
clear weapons programme,

13 3t 2004
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 28. The newly-
elected Prime Minister of Pakis-
tan, Shaukat Aziz, was adminis-
tered the oath of office and
secrecy minus his Council of
Ministers by President Pervez
Musharraf.

The new Council of Ministers
is expected to be sworn in on
September 1. Anominee of Gen.
Musharraf, the new Prime Min-
ister is bound to go by the wish-
es of the President in selection
of his team. Later in the eve-
ning, he got a vote of confidence
in the National Assembly.

Under the Constitution of Pa-
kistan, a person elected Leader
of the House in the National As-
sembly becomes the Prime
Minister. After being sworn in
formally, the person is expected
to obtain a trust vote of the As-
sembly within 60 days.

Political observers are sur-
prised as to why the swearing in
of Mr. Aziz has been de-linked
from naming his Council of
Ministers since he was nomi-
nated as Prime Minister-in-
waiting in the last week of June.

Indications are Gen. Mushar-
raf is keen on induction of
younger faces and change some
of the major portfolios of senior
Ministers in the previous Gov-
ernment. Former Foreign Min-
ister Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri
designated as Ambassador-at-
large, pending completion of
government formation, is ex-
pected to return in the same
slot.

Politicians upset

There is a sense of despond-
ency within and outside the rul-
ing combine over the
anointment of Mr. Aziz, an in-
ternational banker-turned poli-
tician, to the top post. They

view it as yet another indication
of the contempt in which Gen.
Musharraf holds the main-
stream political leaders.

In an informal talk with cor-
respondents after the swearing-
in, Gen. Musharraf said the
“smooth transfer of power”
would augur well and hoped
that the country would have ex-
cellent governance.

“I see this change auguring
well and my expectations are
that we will now have excellent
governance in Pakistan,” he re-

Shaukat Aziz (right) being swo

/w@é Shaukat Aziz sworn

\ R

marked. He hoped that a new
political culture would be intro-
duced in the country.

The smooth transfer of pow-
er, he said, reflected the Pakis-
tan Muslim League’s maturity.
“It reflects the maturity of the
PML that the transfer of power
has been smooth. I am pleased
at this.”

Peace process

In response to a question on
the dialogue process with India,
he said “in my view it is moving

m in Pakistan Prime Minister by Presdent
in Islamabad on Saturday. — AFP

&

Pervez Musharraf

forward.” Gen. Musharraf said
Pakistan would be in a better
position to comment on it (the
peace process) after the talks
between Foreign Ministers of
two countries next month.

In his brief remarks, Mr. Aziz
said his Government would at-
tach highest priority to good
governance, further improve-
ment of the national economy
and overall better performance.
“This change shows that de-
mocracy has been strengthened
in the country.”
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 25. The suggesti-
ons and comments by the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance to
the Prime Minister, Manmohan
Singh, today called for making
the senior citizen savings
scheme with a nine per cent in-
erest rate tax free and restoring
he 9.5 per cent interest on Em-
loyees Provident Fund depos-
5. It also demanded the
vithdrawal of the service tax on
he goods booking agents as
vell as on a host of financial
ransactions, including lending,
issue of pay order, demand
draft, cheque, letter of credit
and bill of exchange.

The NDA also objected to the
automatic rebate of income tax
on every taxpayer with a taxable
income of Rs. 1 lakh. This rebate
would result in an anomaly be-
cause persons with income of
even Rs. 1, 01,000 would have to
pay income tax which would in
effect reduce their income be-
low Rs. 1 lakh, the NDA mem-
orandum said. Higher income
earning persons would have a
lower post-tax income than a
lower income earning person.

Another demand is restora-
tion of the tax exemption on in-
come earned by the
Non-Resident Indians on their
bank deposits since withdrawal

THE Hinvoe

_» NDA’s list of
¢ objections to
udget proposals

of the exemption had “already
caused a great deal of heartburn
and resentment among the NRI
community. The NDA also
wanted restoration of [the] ex-
emption on leasing of aircraft
since withdrawal of the exemp-
tion would hurt Indian Airlines
and Air India which are plan-
ning to take aircraft on lease.
This is clearly an anti-publi¢
sector stand by the Govern;
ment...” it said.

Retrograde step

On the proposal for taxing
gifts above Rs. 25,000 from un-
related persons, the NDA said
this was a retrograde step as the
proposal in the Finance Bill was
“dangerously worded.”

Similarly, the proposal to
provide punishment for falsifi-
cation of the books of accounts
or documents has been object-
ed to because “an innocent mis-
take by the assessee or any
other person connected with
the tax proceedings of the asses-
see can thus be brought to book
without proving guilt.” It felt
that provisions in the IPC were
sufficient to deal with such of-
fences. It objected to the pro-
posal to report specified
transaction above Rs. 50,000 in
the annual information ret irn,
saying it would bring bac-. the
‘inspector raj’ in a big way.
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" Pakistan foils Al-Qaida plot

Press Trust of India

ISLAMABAD, Aug. 22. — Pakistan
today said it has foiled attempts by
Al-Qaida operatives to kill top lead-
ers and bomb the Presidential pa-
lace, parliament building, the army
headquarters and US embassy here
by arresting nine militants.

A nationwide hunt has also been
launched for four more, terrorists,
including one who had come from
Afghanistan to carry out these att-
acks, information minister Sheikh
Rashid Ahmed told PTV tonight.’

Nine militants included the main
operators of the planned attacks
“Mustafa and Usman” had planned
to destroy important buildings and
assassinate important personalities in
the country. “We are looking for five
more and sooner or later they are go-
ing to be arrested and tried,” he said.

Intended targets

o The President’s office 4\@
& Prime Minister House Qf’
o Convention Centre  '¢/v 7

~oThe US embassy qf‘\@

® Army General Headquarters
¢ Chief of Army Staff House
¢ Lal Haveli in Rawalpindi

Mr Ahmed said security agencies
tracking the militants have seized
large quantities of weapons includ-
ing rocket launchers and explosives.
He said police were on the lookout
for a militant, believed to be an
expert, who had come from Afgha-
nistan to launch the attacks.

Late last night, Mr Rashid had
said five terrorists, which had
planned to attack the President’s
office, Prime Minister House,
Convention Centre, the US embassy

and General Headquarters, Chief of
Army Staff House and Lal Haveli in
Rawalpindi, were arrested over the
past week in different parts of the
country. The gang was being master-
minded by two Egyptian nationals
identified as Qari Ismael and Sheikh
Essa, who continued to be at large
and a nationwide hunt was on to
arrest them, he said.

The two Egyptians belonged to
the Al-Qaida, interior minister Mr
Faisal Saleh Hayat said. “We hope to
catch him and the rest of the gang
members soon,” he was quoted as
saying by the official APP news-
agency in Lahore.

Mr Hayat said the terrorists had
plans spreading over a week to cause
huge devastations and massive
killings in Rawalpindi and Islamabad.

He said a number of vehicles, which
were to be used in the attacks, have
been traced by the security agencies.
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X By B. Muralidhar Redd
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ISLAMABAD, AUG. 19. It Is all clear

for Shaukat Aziz, Pakistan Fi-

| nance Minister and chosen
nominee of the President Per-
vez Musharraf, to take over as
Prime Minister after he was de-
clared elected to the National
Assembly from both the constit-
uencies where bye-elections

| were held.

Mr. Aziz’s victory-was never
in doubt thanks to the divisions
among the Opposition groups
and the backing of Gen. Mush-
arraf. With the imminent eleva-
tion of the banker to the job of
Prime Minister, the mainstream
political parties lose even the
limited prominence they gained
after the last general election in
October 2002.

Mr. Aziz won from Attock in
Punjab and Tharparker in
southern Sindh province de-
feating the PPP candidates by a
huge margin.

The bye-elections were
marred by allegations of rigging
and voter intimidation by the
ruling combine. The Opposition
parties, a section of the media
and civil society have raised
eyebrows over the 50 per cent
voter turn out projected in both
the constituencies and said
there was no evidence of voter
enthusiasm. The process of
anointment of Mr. Aziz is ex-
pected to be completed by next
week. Gen. Musharraf has al-
ready set the ball rolling for yet
another change of Government
by summoning a special session
of the National Assembly from
Friday.

Mr. Aziz, a senior executive
with the Citibank for three dec-
ades before he was chosen to
manage the finances of Pakistan
by Gen. Musharraf months after
the 1999 military coup, is to suc-
ceed Chaudhary Shujat Hus-
sain. Mr. Hussain was elevated
to the position as a stopgap ar-
rangement after Zafarullah
Khan Jamali was shown the
door in June.

There is a great deal of re-
sentment in the ruling combine
over Gen. Musharraf’s anoint-
ing a “non-political entity” as
Prime Minister.
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Agence France-Presse \(’J N
Isiamabad, July 30 X

\

PAKISTAN'S PRIME Minister-desig-
nate Shaukat Aziz survived a suicide
car-bomb attack on Friday that killed
seven people, including his driver and
the attacker, and injured 30, officials
said. A vehicle exploded after hitting
current finance minister Aziz’s car, po-
lice officer Ishtiag Ahmed said, adding:
“It appears to be a suicide car-bomb at-
tack”. The blast killed Aziz’s driver and
the attacker, he said.

An interior ministry spokesman said
“seven people died in the attack, while
30 people, including seven policemen,
were injured”.

The attack occurred in Jaffar, near
Fatehjang, about 45 km from the capital
where Aziz was addressing an election
rally, a senior security official said ear-
lier. “It was a murder (attempt) on the
minister. We're still investigating the
circumstances under which the attack
occurred”, he said.

After the attack, Aziz appeared on na-
tional television, saying his “determi-
nation to serve Pakistan and the Islam-

Ziz S

REUTERS
Pakistan PM-designate Shaukat Aziz's
driver lies slumped in the car after a
suicide-hombing attack on Friday.

ic world has enhanced”.

“This is a very tragic incident and
I'm deeply grieved that some people
have lost their lives while some got in-
jured”, Aziz said. “I sincerely commis-

rvives suicide attack

v

erate with the families of those who
were Killed in the attack”.

A national television report said two
blasts occurred in a car at 7:15 pm. 1
was with Shaukat Aziz and we had just
started moving in the car when sudden-
ly a car appeared from driver (right)
side and exploded,” Mayor of Attock di-

strict Tahir Sadiq saidat an Islamabad '

hospital, where he is supervising arran-
gements for the injured people.

“With the blessings of Allah we were
not hurt at all. It is a miracle,” Sadiq
said. Ruling Pakistan Muslim League
party secretary-general Mushahid Hus-
sain also claimed the suicide attack was
directed at Aziz. “A suicide-bomber bl-
ew up the car to kill Shaukat Aziz, but
he has survived miraculously”, Hus-
sain said. Hussain blamed religious ex-
tremists for the attack, saying: “They're
trying to destabilise Pakistan”.

A senior police official said Aziz was
in the car that had just started moving
slowly amid a tight security cordon wh-
en the car driven by suicide attacker de-
fonated. “That’s why there are seven po-
licemen among the injured”, Rawalpi-
ndi police chief Iftikhar Ahmad said.




‘spuey s, Jelreysnm
ul ATWIl} 9de 1Byl sialjewt
— BIPU] [BALL JBS[ONU YITM
syje} aoeed 3ul[Spayy IO J0X
-3} UO Jem pal-Sa1 9yl Jayl
-8 0} jUsuUnIWIWOoD S Uelst
-yed Jo}ie A[reonieweap 03 A1
-9¥I[un SeMm SI9)STUTW WLId
ur a8ueyd ayJ, AorIoowap
01 JUoJjje UB S Ssjueu
-oddo £Aq pepliep ssedoad
B ‘ULM UBD ZIZV JBYL U01129]3
-1q e dn 3uipes ‘esnoy I3
-MOT U3 W04 U3isad 01 9ARY
T1M 3sTTeAO] JeLIRYSNA ¥
JeisTutw swrad se 91eprpued
Aue 10j ayisinbaa e ‘esnoy J9
-A07 91} UT 1B9S ® $2aNd88s 8Y
9ouo Jarwaxd se pajyeuriou
aq [[M ‘Sjeuadg o ‘esnoy
Jaddn oy} Jo JequIsil B ‘Z1ZY
pres oaagy sfeigo Apied

INd Yed mou z@mo:o 1SI[eAO] JRLIRYSIA]

DTN paulyy uressnyg
Zijey JoyewMe] VAN Pres
‘91epipued B pPIaly jou DIp
pue 3uri0A Wo.aj Aeme pake)s
‘sjeas 89 SBY UOIUYM ‘W
-0y U010V pajlu(] JO [BUIy-3
-ST{ejN ePIYRNNA ‘soueliie
snoidrfea uofitsoddo uy K3
-Ted s.01doag uejstyed uotlis
-oddo s,oynyyg J1zeuag Ia3st
-UTA] 9WILLJ JOULIOY JO 8d10YD
Ay} ‘wiyed Uiy sem ufes
-snH 1surede Suipuels ‘SIS
ST JBa[OoNu Jo 3Ur1se) 9yl 01
uoroRal Ul 8661 Ul pasodwr
aJom SUONOUERS [BUOUIRUIIY
-uy J8yje Awiouoos 1dn.njueq
-Jgau  sueisiied Surdea
-Tes Yitm payIpald st ZIZy
‘JelIeysnN AQ paanosey aq

" 01 paasiTeq Afepim S1 Jaxueq

Teuoljgtiyaiul  Ue “NHN<

‘U0SES. B SUTALS INOYITM
‘Aepanjes§ Uo uorieudIsal sy
PoI9pUL] O JedIeUSnIA YIm
o us[[ey Arpeirodsi pey
Ng SYIUOW g1 10] PIAIIs Oym
‘Hewief Uueyy Yermreez
sooe(dal utessny 'sInoy g
IXoU gyl uryim Jerieysnjy
Ag U1 uIoms aq 03 pajoadxe
sem 9 sdnois JIa[feuis I2}0
pue Ajaed P-endea’] WISHA
ueIsped surna ayy jo rrod
-dns 93 Y31m uom uressnyy
‘dnood e U1 1emod 300} [eI3uas
91} JoYe saeed eAl] A1unod
ST} Ul ADRIDOWON B3I JO D
-B] 91f} SoullIepun 11 Aes A3y,
190 emod sreuwtiin s, uot}
-BU O} ‘JelIeysnjy ZoAJdJg
Uan) JuepIsald Aq souads ay}
puiyeq porendiueul U3dq
sey sseoo0ad a1 jey) urejdux

Y, ¢

-00 s19yewme] uonisoddQ
'91,-0}-061 Ja8uareyo A[uo sty
Sureaq uUresSSNH Yim ‘9304
9} UT BUWIRIP I[}] Sem a1a],
QEQQSQQ 2y} swnsse 0}
Z1ZV Jeyneys J8)SIULjA] sourU
-1 Pe3oadsal moffe Jiim 1ey)
pejerdwoo st SuriAnsouel
Teoniriod [run ‘sydsm Jo o1
-Tet B J0J A[UO 3313J0 Ul AelS
01 paroadxa sem UlesSny
Aepsanj, Uo jusel]
-1ed ut 8104 durels-raqgnai e
ur JaystuTw swiiad I9yejaaed
Po1091e Sem J9(nI Axe)rfiur
s .uoneu oy} JO Ajfe [RAOL
® pue Ajred Suini sueyst
-ed Jo pesy ayl ‘uiessny
LVVIOHS AJHANVHO

62 aunp ‘poqown]sy
\ «x SSaIJ PIIRIVOSSY

‘Aepsan) uo peqewe|s} u
ugessni jeeinyg :dyndoLs

ion

[y

>

W\E

TAN

o
¥

JIDUS

1
i

2
'

Tt



PR
e st

TR, 15 FW: AfF@i™
AFTS ey A Fraifos grem
TG TEW | WG T AW 9%
TG WO T vs spofd
e Ate oin afee® wyww
oifiw RN ctrares aufs ei5)
@fES srew YT 79T
e wwE wEe oW
etqiaE B s s4eea I
T fows)
Fary e Tuw ¢ wrEEa
i wwifer | Sl ey e
T(HS O AR S T SE)
@& T aee® ot
HRTER AgW TR TE0 SR
cies  w@ifge g Rf
QYFg AYiTR TS ARTE )
wiftrs Feifte maen v o
T WSS iyl e s
sl — e, B B =i




- wasouwuus OLATES.

J

A PALACE COUP

THE PALACE COUP that saw the exit of Pakis-
tan’s Prime Minister, Mir Zafarullah Khan Jama-
li, reminds everyone that real power vests in the
military-dominated establishment — not in the
elected representatives of the people of the
country. The change is ostensibly being carried
out in accordance with constitutional proprie-
ties and parliamentary norms. The processes
that were set off with Mr. Jamali proposing
Chaudhari Shujaat Hussain as his interim suc-
cessor are expected to unfold in a smooth
enough manner over the next few weeks. Mr.
Hussain is expected to step aside once the cur-
rent Finance Minister, Shaukat Aziz, wins a seat
in the National Assembly and gets elected as
leader of the Lower House of Parliament. While
the parliamentary wing of the ruling Pakistan
Muslim League (Qaid-e-Azam) is apparently
prepared to live with these developments, there
can be little doubt that Mr. Jamali was forced to
quit office. He declared only on June 25, the day
before he announced his resignation, that his
Government was not under threat since the
President had not levelled charges againstitasa
collective entity or against any of its members.
However, the deposed Prime Minister is not like-
ly to do anything more than complain in private
since he lacks political clout and won the post
two years ago only because he represented the
most convenient choice for President Pervez
Musharraf and the rest of the establishment. Mr.
Hussain, the supreme realist of Pakistan politics,
is also unlikely to create any problems when the
time comes for him to hand over the premier-
ship.

A genial leader from Balochistan, Mr. Jamali
possessed few political assets other than his ac-
ceptability to the Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal
(MMA). This conglomerate of six religious par-
ties achieved remarkable success in the 2002
general election; it emerged as a significant bloc

&Cﬂ\ @ \m"o‘

in Parliament, became the ruling comb the-
North West Frontier Province, and the leading
political force in Balochistan. The Pakistan estab-
lishment, which was then under pressure from
the United States to launch a drive against mil-
itant extremists, believed that it needed to pla-
cate the religious parties at that juncture. Mr.
Jamali failed in this task especially since he was
unable to make the MMA change its position that
General Musharraf should quit the post of Chief
of the Army Staff if he wanted to continue as
President after December 2004. General Mushar-
raf might also have reckoned that he did not need
to accord undue importance to the MMA since
the religious parties, for all their protests, were
unable to disrupt the spasmodic campaigns car-
ried out against the militants.

Mr. Jamali's performance as Prime Minister
was not bad at all, notably his handling of the
process of détente with India. While his forced
exit will not evoke any strong sentiments, the
summary treatment he received at the hands of
the establishment serves as a disquieting re-
minder to the Pakistani people that they are not
free to choose or change their leaders. The Oppo-
sition parties led by former Prime Ministers Be-
nazir Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif are likely to
overcome their distaste for Mr. Jamali and his
subservience to the President as they try to ex-
ploit the opportunity to highlight the establish-
ment’s machinations. Both Ms. Bhutto and Mr.
Sharif are known for being autocrats while in
power and turning advocates of democratic prin-
ciples when out of office. However, they still
command popular support and wider sections of
the Pakistani polity might become receptive to
their message that the non-existence of a true
and healthy democratic order is attributable
more to the military establishment’s disdain for
politicians rather than to the failings of the politi-
cal class.

THE HINDU

VA BRI ALY




~ Jamali resigns -
AP\¥ Po!itical system not up to scratch \'x®

Pri e Minister Jamali’s sudden resignation, when there
was no public demand for it when indeed, the previous
day he pooh-poohed speculation that he might not
continue, shows the contradictions of guided democracy put
in place by General Musharraf in 2002. Musharraf wanted
compliant politicians able to face down the Alliance for
Restoration of Democracy, but made-to-order politicians
are not available overnight. The prime ministership went to
a nonentity like Jamali who lacked a political base or the
skills of a professional politician. In the end he failed to
deliver what Musharraf wanted — an articulate defence of
the establishment in the face of loud criticism from
opposition politicians. While Shujaat Hussain is acting as a
stap-gap Premier, Shaukat Aziz, a technocrat, will take over
later. Aziz is an interesting choice: he had a Wall Street
career with Citi-group which he left to join Musharraf’:
post-coup cabinet as finance minister.

Aziz’s economic background suggests that he may b
more than the figurehead that Jamali was when ke too
over. Musharraf may leave him to run the economy whil
the army looks after politics. Aziz has promised to mak
Pakistan the next Asian tiger which, though, is scarce
possible unless Islamabad does two things. First, it has
take on the many jehadi groups running amok which wou
target a Western business planning to enter. Sccond,
would have to improve relations with Delhi, which mea
compromises-on Kashmir. Both are interrelated — cracki
down on domestic jehadi groups would ease the situation
Kashmir, and has been a long-standing Indian demand. Tl
question is whether Islamabad is willing to deliver. Th
Aziz’s focus is the Pakistani economy is a good sign, anoth
is that the fundamentalist Muttahida Majlis-e-Am
(MMA) is harshly critical. But none of this will fix the fu
damental anomalies of the political system, and Aziz w
find it difficult to rally support for any move he conten
plates, even if it happens to translate for beneficial policic
for Pakistan. There will be too many to accuse him of bein
Musharraf’s stooge, and to shore up support for itself, th
army and intelligence establishment may strike up crudel
jingoistic postures on Kashmir. For true reforpi to happen
the ay&s political monopoly of the system piust be ended

: ik
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Turmoil &

terror set
talks stage

OUR BUREAL

June 26: Leaving behind an un-
settled Islamabad, Riaz Khokar
arrived for crucial talks in Delhi
to an eruption of violence in
Jammu and Kashmir.

The militancy-wracked state,
where 12 people were gunned
down in their homes and 60 civil-
ians trapped in a mosque where
militants had holed up, is on the
agenda of the meeting between
the Pakistan foreign secretary
and his Indian counterp:+t
Shashank.

On the eve of the talks, Pok-
istan’s Prime Minister Zafarvi-
lah Khan Jarmali handed in ©s
resignation, ending a 19-mo::th
term, in a dramatic turnarou:d
from a show of confidence vest-
erdav. Delhi said the move would

¢ have no impact on its dialogue
- with Islamabad, spear;ieaded by

Pervez Musharraf.

While both sides want to give
an impression of business as
usual and success because the
talks are too important and o
high profile in the eves of the
world, there is no deny 'ng that a
degree of uncertainty ;ias been
added to the proceedings by
today’s events in Islamabad.

Jamali is to be replaced by
Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain as
interim Prime Minister and,
after completion of his term, by
Shaukat Aziz. an economist who
was tinance minister in the cut-
going cabinet. Hussain, a known
hardliner on India. is suffering
from cancer.

The key players in the dia-
logue, the two national security
advisers J.N. Dixit and Tariq
Aziz, remain unaffected. At their
secret meeting in Amritsar afew
days ago, the two men had seaied
the outcome of Sunday’s talks,
leaving the foreign secretaries to
merely go through the formality
of discussirig what had already
been decided.

It is unclear whether Jama-
1i’s resignation will also mean
changes in the cabinet and a new
foreign minister. What remains
to be seen is whether Khokar.
who was out of the picture in
Amritsar this month, will assert
himself and try to put his stamp

. onthe talks on Sunday in view of

THF TT1 FGRADH

the government changes. Kho-
kar and Dixit have along history
of animosity and mistrust for
each other.

Khokar said the change of
Prime Minister will have no bea-
ring on the talks. At a reception
hosted in his honour by Pak-
istani high commissioner Aziz
Ahmed Khan, he said: "Why sho-

uld it affect? This ic part of the
democratic process.”

The foreign secretary set the
tone of the two-day dialogue.
savirg he was here to discuss
“the fundamental issae of
Jammu and Kashmir”, besides
confidence-building measures,
peace and securitv. The com-
ments made it clear where Pak-
istan’'s emphasis lies.

Renewed vinlence today is
being seen as an attempt by mili-
tants to grab attention as the two
sides head into tall : tbc fir~ton
Kashmir since t'» fai* " agn
Suinmit of 2001.

Twelve peopl=, ..nen:
four were children. wers

hoia
~led

as they were sleeping whet mili-
tants barged into the:r homes at
acmitearly

aPoonch villagein J
this morning.

AMALI

-ASHMIR

Pakistan Prime
Minister Zafarullah
Khan Jamali resigned on Saturday
fuelling fresh concerns abe:rt the
state of democracy in Pakisian
and raising questions whethar the
pace of peace process with

india will be affected

in Jammu militants massacred
12 people, including four children,
in vendetta on vitiage
defence committees

=i Kashmir, over 60 civiliass
inciuding 40 women, wer
trapped in 2 mosaque whe
nilitants {cok shelter there 7 =
militants were killed and i
civitians freed

in a village near Srinagar, 60
devotees were trapped inside a
mosque when militants on the
run took shelter there. Security
forces on the trail of the killers
of railway engineer Suchir Pun-
dir and his brother Sandeep.
whose bodies were found in the
area vesterday, exchanged fire
with thie militants and evacuated
the civilians. An army jawan
was Killed in the operation at
Pulwama, 70 km from the state
capital. Two militants also died.

Khokar began his visit with a
two-hour meeting with separat-
ist leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani.
The pro-Pakistan leader is belie-
ved to have been told to align wi-
th Itihadi force, an amalgam of
neutral separatist leaders agai-
nst direct talks with the Cenrre.
B Sece Pages4 and &




Pak Opp1

Agencies
Lahore, June 26

AN OPPOSITION politician
of exiled Prime Minister Na-
waz Shar-if's Pakistan Mus-
lim Leagwie was shot dead by
two motorcycle riders in La-
hore on Saturday, police said.

He wa_s coming out of his
party office when the gun-
men fired on his car with
AK-47 r-iffles, police were
quoted as saying by reports
reaching here. The as-
sailants. fled after the attack.

“Twor men riding on a mo-
torcycle oypened fire on Pir
Binyamin Rizvi’s car in
front of Punjab University,”
police superintendent Fa-
ran Baig said. “It appears to
be a texrorist attack and we
have launched investiga-
tions,” Baigsaid.

Pir Binyamin Rizvi was
the vice-president of PML-
Nawaz in Punjab province.

“Twro other men travel-
ling wzith Rizvi died at hos-
pital,”” Zaeemul Hag Qadri,
a par-ty official and spoke-
sman for Sharif said.

“We strongly condemn
this Trutal killing of our
leader;,” Zacem said. “Itis not
yet clear who could be be-
hind Rizvi’s killing,” he said.

Zaseem said he feared that
it couald be a sectarian attack
on Riizvi, a Sunni Mustim.

“~vjamentary leader of

eader gu

Y
\/

nned down

O o
@? WL o

5

A Pakistani police officer examines the damaged car of slain opposition leader Bin Yamin Rizvi in Lahore an Saturday.

PML-Nawaz Senator Ishaq
Dar in a television inter-
view said Rizvi’s killing was
not a sectarian killing but a
“targeted murder”.

Dar said last week gun-
men shot dead a pxyovincial
leader of ex-prime minister
Benazir Bhutto's opposition
party in the restive Pak-

istani port city of Karachi.

“This shows a complete
breakdown of governme-
nt,” Dar said.

Two men attacked Pak-
jstan People’s Party (PPP)
leader for Sindh province
Munawwar Subarwardi, a
close confidante of Bhut-
t0’s, as he parked his car on

a main road in eastern
Karachi on June 17.
Vice-Chairman of PPP
Makhdoom Amin Fahim sa-
id Rizvi’s murder was target-
ed killing aimed at “elimi-
nating” leaders of democrat-
ic opposition. “This is target-
ed killing aimed at sending a
signal to the democratic op-

position,” Fahim said.
Leader of the Democratic
Alliance Senator Raza Rab-
bani said: “there is a pattern
in recent incidents of politi-
cal murders”. The real perp-
etrators of the crime must be
exposed “if the steep down-
slide towards a civil war is to
be arrested,” Rabbani said.

L

in broad daylight

2 MMA leaders banned from House

Press Trust of India
Islamabad, June 26

IN AN apparent retaliation for Islamic al-
liance MMA's decision to boycott the new-
ly formed National Security Council
(NSC), pro-Musharraf Sindh government
in Pakistan has banned the entry of two
of its leaders in the province.

The provincial government banned the
entry of Muttahida Majlis-e Amal (MMA)
leaders, Maulana Fazlur Rehman and Qazi
Hussain Ahmed, to attend a peace rally be-
ing organised by the alliance in Karachi.
The Sindh government, however, said that
the ban was necessary to prevent further
violence in Karachi unleashed by pro-al-
Qaida and sectarian militant groups.

Both Rehman and Ahmed strongly crit-
icised the ban and threatened to defy it
and go to Karachi. Both leaders termed it
as retaliation by the government for
MMA's decision to boycott the NSC.

Rehman, who apparently promised to
attend the inaugural meeting of the mili-
tary-dominated National Security Council
(NSC), decided to boycott it in the eleventh
hour along with the Chief of Minister of
the North West Frontier Province (NWFP)
Akram Durani, who heads the MMA gov-
ernment in the province. The Sindh gov-
ernment’s ban followed Rehman’s desig-
nation as leader of the opposition.

The NSC became controversial as the op-
position objected to the presence of the

AFP
A file photagraph of MMA Secretary
General Maulana Fazalur Rahman
(right) with Jamaat-i-lslami chief Qazi
Hussain Ahmed in Islamabad.

Chiefs of the Army, Navy and Air Force
along with Chiefs of Joint Staff Committee
(CJSC) as its members instead of Defence
Minister. Presided over by President Mus-
harraf, its members included three service
chiefs, CISC chiefs, Prime Minister, Speak-
er of the National Assembly, Senate Chair-
man, Chief Ministers of the four provinees
and Leader of the Opposition. The NSC
was constituted after MMA helped Mushar-
raf to get his controversial constitutional
amendments approved last year.

- 1




Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain interim Prime' Minister
®
Jamali quéts
N .
e A PM e

Mr Jamali (centre) chats with PML chief Chau

dh

ry Shyjaat Hussain

(right) while oulgoing finance minister Mr Shaukat Aziz looks on during a
meeting in Islamabad on Saturday. — AFP

- ASSOCIATED PRESS

ISLAMABAD, June 26. —
Pakistan’s Prime Minister
Mr Zafarullah Khan Ja-
mali announced his resig-
nation and the dissolution
of-hjs Cabinet today, after
months of speculation
that his relationship with
the country’s military
ruler was strained.

“I resigned from my post
as Prime Minister today,”
Mr Jamali told a packed
gathering at the head-
quarters of the ruling
PML-Q party. “Long live
Pakistan.”

Mr Jamali named a mili-
tary loyalist from one of
the country’s most influ-
ential families as the man
to replace him — at least
temporarily.

Chaudhry Shujaat
Hussain, lawmaker and
leader of the ruling PML-
Q party, is to head the
government until August,
when finance minister Mr

Shaukat Aziz is expected
to replace him. Mr Aziz
must first obtain a seat in
the Lower House.

Mr Jamali said he hoped
the decision would help
the nation’s political pro-
cess, but didn’t elaborate.

As recently as yesterday,
Mr Jamali had sought to
quash rumours that he
was on his way out and
that his relationship with
Gen. Musharraf had
chilled. The two men had
met earlier today, but Mr
Jamali gave no indication
of what was discussed.

Observers say Gen.
Musharraf had grown
impatient at Mr Jamali’s
inability to rein in opposi-
tion lawmakers and to
effectively defend the gov-
ernment's approach.

“It takes courage to res-
ign,” Mr Jamali said. “But
I am not feeling that bad
because I have resigned
from other positions in my
il " be glad if it

improves the party, sys-
tem and the atmosphere.”

The move was not likely
to have a significant im-
pact on Pakistan’s foreign
policy — including its sup-
port for the US-led war on
terrorism and its tentative
peace talks with India.
~ Mr Jamali, one of Pa-
kistan’s most seasoned
politicians, became Prime
Minister in November
2002.

Gunmen on a motorcycle
sprayed bullets at a car
carrying Bin Yamin Rizvi,
a local PML-N leader,
killing him along with his
driver and bodyguard in
Lahore today. The Lahore
police chief said he had no
leads on who was behind
the attack.

Hijack threat: Authorit-
ies stepped up security
today at Pakistan’s lar-
gest airport in Karachi
after receiving a tip that

terrorists might try t
hijack a plane.
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/ Pak:stan missile attack
s tribal leader

‘ w kill

Nek Muhammad

ISLAMABAD, June 18, —
In a targeted missile attack
on a mud-brick fortress near
the  Afghan  border,
Pakistani army overnight
killed a renegade tribal

leader and former Taliban
commander, who was want-
ed for sheltering foreign
militants, along with four of
his associates.

“Nek Muhammad was
one of the leading men who
had sheltered foreign mili-
tants” and was killed in mili-
tary operations, Pakistani
interior minister Mr Faisal
Saleh Hayat told the
National Assembly today.

Earlier, a defence spokes-
man said Muhammad, who
was in his late 20s, and his
four colleagues were killed
when the security forces
bombed a hideout of the

-

militants in South
Waziristan. “Security forces
were monitoring movement
of Muhammad.”

Local officials in South
Waziristan  said  that
Muhammad was hiding in a
house of his friend Sher
Zaman in Dug area, five
km away from Wana.

Reports said the intelli-
gence agents intercepted
Muhammad’s satellite
phone conversation last
night with a friend.

“A missile was fired on
the house where he was
staying,” a local officia’
said. — PTI
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/ @'Q\g INCONSISTENT CAMPAIGN @m@\

PAKISTAN HAS TRIED to demonstrate that it is
serious about hunting down elements of the Al-
Qaeda network by carrying out air strikes on se-
lected targets and deploying nearly 20,000
troops in the tribal areas of the North West Fron-
tier Province. However, there is bound to be
some scepticism about its intent. Exercises of a
similar nature undertaken earlier this year were
abruptly wound up with no significant success
being achieved. Stout resistance by the holed-up
militants had slowed down the operation but
what snuffed it out was opposition from reli-
gious parties and the military-dominated estab-
lishment’s reassessment of its own stakes in the
campaign. Now it also appears that the Pakistan
military, which has displayed the ability to ignite
and sustain violent uprisings across the eastern
and western borders of the country, lacks the
equipment and skill for counter-insurgency op-
erations. For these reasons, the possibility that
Istamabad might soon revert to less direct meth-
ods cannot be ruled out. In the past, military
action was suspended as steps were taken to
coax the people of the Federally Administered
Tribal Areas to hand over the militants by threat-
ening to impose collective fines on the tribes.
But, instead of following through on the threat
when the tribesmen rejected the demand, the
Pakistani security forces preferred to negotiate
agreements under which the wanted men would
be allowed to slip across to Afghanistan.

Is the Army sufficiently motivated this time?
The recent attempt to assassinate the corps
commander in Karachi made allegedly by an Al-
Qaeda cell will not necessarily fire the Pakistan
Army to pursue with vigour its operations in the
NWEFP. Though both groups are supposedly link-
ed to Al-Qaeda, Pakistan’s military still appears
to draw a distinction between those militants
who attack it and those who do not. After all, the
efforts launched in the NWFP earlier were not

taken to a logical conclusion even though at least
two attempts had then been made on the life of
the Army chief and President, Pervez Musharraf.
To an extent, the Pakistan Army seems to have
deliberately overlooked the connection between
its operations in the tribal areas and the assassi-
nation attempts on its commanders. The speed
with which it tracked down and captured those
alleged to have participated in the murder plots
contrasts starkly with the whimsical fashion in
which it has proceeded against the extremists in
the border areas. However, it is aware that the
other countries involved in the campaign against
Al-Qaeda, especially the United States, do not
distinguish between one affiliate of this terror
network and another. Under these circumstanc-
es, Islamabad appears to go after terrorist cells in
the tribal areas only when it anticipates pressure
from Washington.

U.S. President George W. Bush and his officials
apparently believe that the workload of their mil-
itary formations in Iraq will ease once sovereign-
ty is transferred to an interim government. Faced
with a tough re-election battle and mounting
criticism that he neglected the campaign against
terror in his obsession with Iraq, Mr. Bush might
be tempted to refocus attention on the situation
in Afghanistan and its neighbourhood. If the U.S.
reorients its policies, General Musharraf will be
under pressure to deliver. Since Pakistan has un-
realised ambitions in Afghanistan, it would pre-
fer a carefully calibrated approach in dealing
with extremist outfits that it believes can be ca-
joled to do its bidding in the future. Such an
approach is consistent with a policy of tolerance
towards religious fundamentalists inside the
country and jihadis who are active in Kashmir.
Despite the assassination attempts on its com-
manders, the Pakistan military does not appear
to have realised that extremists will follow their
own agenda.

Sie

Vs



“Pak calls o

O

hunt

Agencies
Islamabad, June 14

\4\‘ \ \‘>

PAKISTAN TODAY called off its
military operations against al -
Qaida militants holed up in trib-
al areas bordering Afghanistan
saying the militants were either
flushed out, died or dispersed af-
ter the offensive, that left 76
dead. The nephew of top al-Qai-
da terror planner Khalid Sheikh
Mohammad and eight members
of a new al-Qaida-trained group
who were allegedly behind an at-
tempt to kill Karachi’s top gen-
eral and other attacks were ar-
rested on Monday.

“The criminals were either
flushed out, died or dispersed
and our troops have taken total
control of the area,” Pakistan
defence spokesman, Maj. Gen,
Shoukat Sultan said. His com-
ments followed reports that four
paramilitary scouts were Kkilled
and three others injured when
their vehicle was hit by a remote
controlled device at Miran Shan
in North Waziristan tribal
agency. Pakistan pressed in a
large number of troops and con-
ducted aerial bombardment of
suspected hideouts of the mili-
tants in Shakai area in the
agency using its war planes as
well as helicopter-gunships.

Asmany as 55 militants and 21
security personnel were Killed
in the operations so far.

The arrests of Khalid Sheikh
Mohammad’s nephew and other
militants in the violence-
wracked Karachi at the weekend

REUTERS
Pakistani Shias chant anti-terror
slogans during a protest in
Islamabad on Monday.

coincided with the ongoing of-
fensice against the al-Qaida.

Southern Sindh province’s po-
lice chief Kamal Shah identified
the new terror organisation as
Jund Allah, meaning “God’s
Brigade”, and said its members
had trained at an al-Qaida camp
near Wana.

Eight of its members were
seized in raids in Karachi at the
weekend along with Moham-
mad’s nephew Musabir Urum-
chi, whose nationality is unclear.

Mohammad, one of the chief
planners of the September 11,
2001 attacks, was arrested in
Pakistan in March 2003.

“The Jund Allah group is a
new terror group which has
links with al-Qaida, and their
members have been trained in
Wana,” Shah said today.
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Top Pak general

Press Trust of Indi Gﬁ‘f\
Islamabad, June 10 \&(\(

LIEUTENANT GENERAL Ah-
san Saleem Hayat, the Karachi
Commander of the Pakistan
Army, escaped unhurt after
unidentified gunmen attacked
his convoy in Karachi.

At least 10 people, including
seven soldiers, were killed
when unidentified gunmen at-
tacked a military convoy in the
volatile Karachi today.

“Seven army men were
among 10 people killed in the at-
tack,” military spokesman Ma-
jor General Shaukat Sultan told
Geo TV. Besides seven soldiers,
three policemen were killed
while three others, including
the Commander’s guard and
driver, were injured, they said.

This was the first time that a
top military commander of Pak-
istan army came under attack
from the militants. Militants at-
tacked the convoy at the en-
trance of a bridge in the busy
Clifton area in the city with AK-
47 rifles. They alsc reportedly
used bombs during the attack.

The windows of nearby
shops and apartments were
shattered by the gunfire and
the subsequent explosion, po-
lice said, adding one bomb was
defused while the attackers fled
firing in the area.

Security forces surrounded
the Clifton area after the inci-
dent and ambulances shifted
the bodies and injured.

No one has yet claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack, but
police suspect that it was car-
ried out by militant groups
owning allegiance to al-Qaida.

The assailants used two
stolen cars to carry out the at-
tack, Sultan said.

—
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Pakistani troops at the scene of the attack in Karachi on Thursday.
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AP

Press Trust of India
Washington, June 10

RONALD REAGAN, whose State fu-
neral is evoking a groundswell of
love and admiration throughout the
US for his role as the 40th President
of the country, had himself scripted
it to the last detail more than 20
years ago, when he first entered the
White House.

Reagan began planning the cere-
monies shortly after taking office in
1981, a ritual which became custom-
ary after the assassination of Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy, whose lack of
funeral preparations left organisers
unsure how to proceed, The Wash-
ington Times reported.

Shortly after Reagan left office, he
finalised the plans. “President Rea-
gan gave us a substantial 300-page
plan for his State funeral in 1989,”
said Capt. Peter Kerr of the Military
District of Washington, which is in
charge of the organisation and exe-
cution of State funerals.

The Reagan plan, which is being
followed, called for having an offi-
cial funeral service in the District
and a sunset burial in California,
where he served two terms as Gov-
ernor, acted in many films and
served for a time as a trade union
leader organising Hollywood stars.

“The plan for a State funeral is 90
10 95 per cent scripted. Usually, only
5 to 10 per cent of such a plan is
changed” to accommodate the pref-
erences of the deceased’s family,
Capt. Kerr said.

In this case, the former President
lay in repose in California for a full
extra day beyond the original sched-
ule to accommodate the crowds of
mourners who wanted to pay tribute.

Another change was made by the

S CONvoy attacked Reagan scripted OZe/);l
= funeral to last detail

AFP

LAST RESPECTS: Margaret Thatcher
pays tribute to Ronald Reagan in the
Rotunda of the US Capitol on Thursday.

Reagan family. They requested the
placement of a pair of the Preside-
nt’'s own boots, reversed, in the
stirrups of the riderless horse that
marched down Constitution Avenue
in his funeral procession in Wash-
ington. The reversal of the boots in-
dicates that “the warrior will never
ride again”.

“A State funeral is for a President
or someone he designates. It is one
of the highest honours the nation
can bestow,” Capt. Kerr pointed out.

The last State funeral for a Presi-
dent in the capital was for Lyndon
Johnson in 1973. Many of the rites
at Reagan’s funeral will be the same
as those used in 1865 when Abra-
ham Lincoln lay in state in the Capi-
tol Rotunda. Lincoln was the first
American President given a full
State funeral, though national days
of mourning had been declared
upon the deaths of George Wash-
ington and Benjamin Franklin.
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Pak corisensus
to curb clashes

Islamabad, June 3 (Reuters): Scrambling to contain a surge in mili-
tant violence, Pakistan’s ruling party today invited the Opposition to
share power in a key southern province wracked by bloody attacks in
the past month.

The offer came as police blamed the latest sectarian attack in the
port city of Karachi on a local group linked to al Qaida. In the far
north of the country, meanwhile, a suspected al Qaida militant was
killed in an explosion which also wounded three paramilitary mem-
bers at a checkpoint near the Afghan border, one of the wounded men
said. The Pakistani military said the “foreign miscreant” was shot
dead by the troops after lobbing a grenade at them. Three armed for-

eigners disguised in burkas were also detained in the same region !

along with a Pakistani.

The ruling Pakistani Muslim League made the offer to the Oppo-
sition — unprecedented in this administration — to join a “consen-
sus” government in Sindh after a spate of attacks in the provincial
capital Karachi that has claimed more than 50 lives. Muslim League
head Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain said the Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal
(MMA), a six-party Islamic alliance, backed the proposal. But a
spokesman for the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) said its leader Be-
nazir Bhutto — forced to remain in exile by the threat of prosecution
for corruption by Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf — had re-
jected it.

British teacher shot in Multan

A British teacher was shot dead in the central Pakistani city of Mul-
tan today, but police said the attack did not appear to have been car-
ried out by Islamic militants.

Police identified the teacher as Alan Cox, who had been teaching
secondary school-level students in the city for the past six to seven
years. They said he was shot at his home during the evening.

Multan police chief Hamid Mukhtar Gondal said 14 people had
been detained for questioning in connection with the attack.
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ISLAMABAD, May 21. — Pakistan
is all set to test-fire its new long-
range ballistic missile Ghauri-III on
3 June. The missile is capable of car-
rying a nuclear warhead and having
a range of 3,500 km covering all
major cities in India.

The missile would be launched
from the firing range near Nowshehra
into the Arabian Sea, official sources
were quoted as saying today by the
English daily Nation.

Prime Minister Mir Zafarullah
Khan Jamali was informed of the
details of the test when he visited the
country’s premier nuclear installation
Khan Research Laboratories yester-
day, the Nation reported. According
to officials the missile could be tenta-
tively test fired on 3 June, close on
the heels of a new government head-
ed by Dr Manmohan Singh assuming
office in India.

Based on liquid fuel, Ghauri-III is
a ground-to-ground ballistic missile.
If test fired, it would be the second

The previous Pakistani long-ange miss
. Shahesn-Il. —Afie photograph

N Range: 3,500 km, covering
all major citles in indla. .
N Date: 3 June, close on the

heels of a new gwammmt

headed by Dr Manmohan
Singh assuming office.

long-range missile developed by the
KRL. It had test fired the 2,500-km
range Shaheen-II in March.

The announcement about the long
range missile test followed repeated
assertions by both President Pervez

Musharraf and Prime Minister Jamali
in the recent months that there would
be no roll back of Pakistan’s missile
programme in the light of confessions
by country’s top nuclear scientist D
AQ Khan of clandestinely transfer
ring nuclear technology to Libya, Irar
and North Korea.

Addressing the nuclear scientist:
and engineers of KRL during his visi
yesterday, Mr Jamali said the nuclea
deterrence is corner stone of th
nation’s security policy and it wa
non-negotiable.

The Prime Minister also said th
policy of credible minimum dete
rence had national consensus and ha
withstood the test of time and even
over the past several years, “even ¢
we continue to monitor our securi.
environment criti .

Besides Shaheen-11, 1slamabad hat
so far test-fired short and medium
range missiles — Shaheen-I with a
range of 280 km, Hataf-I also called

“Pak set t/o tst Ghauri-]ll

Ghaznavi (range 600 km) and Hataf-
III, a short range hich could
carry nuclear or ednventional war-
head up to 2
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/Lahore sectarian clash,
o “ takes barbaric turn ¥

Lahore, May 14 (Reuters): Six
members of a Shia family, in-
cluding two women and two chil-
dren, were found shot dead in
their house in Lahore today in a
suspected sectarian attack.

The hands and feet of the vic-
tims, including a seven-month-
old baby girl, were bound. All
had been shot in the head. Police
said the words “Shias are infi-
dels” was spray painted on the
walls of the house on the out-
skirts of the city. No one claimed
responsibility for the attack, but
police said they suspected sec-
tarian motives.

“Our first suspicion is that it
is sectarian terrorism,” police
investigator Shafgat Ahmed
Chaudhry said. The killings
came exactly a week after 15 peo-
ple were killed and 125 wounded
when a suicide attacker set off a
powerful bomb at a Shia mosque
in Karachi.

Pakistan has been racked for
decades by violence between
militants from the majority
Sunni and the minority Shia
sects. At least 140 people have
died in sectarian violence in
Pakistan in the past year, most of
them Shias.

Karachi strike

In Karachi, Islamist Opposition
parties called a strike today forc-
ing many shops and businesses
to close in protest against vote
rigging in violence marred by-

elections earlier this week.

Sporadic violence was re-
ported today, but no deaths.

“Other than some minor
skirmishes in the city’s out-
skirts, no major incidents of vio-
lence had been reported,” said
Salahuddin Haider, the provin-
cial  Sindh government's
spokesman. The Islamist al-
liance of the Muttahida Majlis-e-
Amal (MMA) mourned six dead
among nine people killed during
clashes with supporters of the
Muttahida Qaumi Movement
MQM). The MQM, an ally of
Prime Minister Zafarullah Ja-
mali, appeared to win the three
National Assembly seats and
one provincial assembly seat
contested on Wednesday.

But the Election Commission
of Pakistan stopped the results
from being declared because of
reports of “grave irregularities”
and “various incidents of vio-
lence” during the polls.

The MMA blamed the MQM
for triggering violence and ac-

cused it of massive vote fraud. It .

also blamed the MMA for the vio-
lence and dismissed the rigging
charges. Protestors burned tyres
on main roads to stop public
transport today and traffic was
thin, while major commercial
and shopping centres closed
fearing violence. The national
seats fell vacant after the MQM
forced three of its lawmakers to
resign.

MAY 2npy

Police arrest a Shia
protester in Lahore. (Reuters)




“Shahbaz deported

ISLAMABAD, May 11. — Defying gove-

rnment warnings not to come, Mr Shahb-
az Sharif, top Pakistani Opposition lead-
er and brother of deposed Prime Minister
Mr Nawaz Sharif, returned home today
after three years of forced exile, but was
immediately deported to Saudi Arabia.

A Gulf Air plane, carrying Shahbaz and
a number of national and international
newsmen, landed at Lahore airport at
6.30 p.m. IST. However, he was immedi-
ately deported to Jeddah, information
minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmad said.

Prior to his return, 1,000 to 1,100
activists of his PML-N party were arrest-
ed as part of the government’s intense
crackdown. :

Mr Rashid told TV networks here that

~on arrival #

Shahbaz alighted from the (\3(:3( Air
plane, taken into custody and underwent
medical check-up at the airport.

He claimed that Shahbaz was deported
on the basis of an agreement he report-
edly signed along with Nawaz giving an
undertaking that he wouldn’t return for
10 years. Refusing to release copies of the
deal, Mr Rashid swore on his post and
said he would resign if it was proved oth-
erwise that there was no such agreement.

Both Shahbaz, who is the president of
the Pakistan Muslim League-N, and
Nawaz were exiled along with their fami-
lies in 2000 after the military coup by
President Pervez Musharraf.

Shahbaz arrived after the country’s
Supreme Court said exile is illegal and as
a Pakistani he has the right to return
home and face any cases against him.

e President: exit polls

Arro otob

. The Philipin
ANN

MANILA, May 11. — Ms
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo
was heading for a fresh six-
year term in office after an
election victory over chal-
lenger Mr Fernando Poe,
an exit poll said today.
The poll by the inde-
pendent Social Weather
Stations group said Ms Ar-
royo won 41 per cent of
the vote in yesterday’s
elections, compared to 32
per cent for Mr Poe. For-
mer police chief Panfilo

Lacson won nine per cent,
while reformer Mr Raul
Roco and television evan-
gelist Mr Eddie Villanue-
va each won five per cent.
Eight per cent of those
polled refused an answer.
The group said about 81.5
per cent of the 43.5-mil-
lions voted in the elections.
The poll questioned 4,627
voters and the error margin
was given as 1.5 per cent.
The SWS survey has ac-
curately predicted previous
presidential polls. The pro-
jected winning margin rep-
resents over 3 million votes.

THE STATESMa

The predicted margin of
victory is higher than opin-
ion polls estimated in the

-run-up to the vote. The
last SWS poll gave Ms Ar-
royo a lead of around sev-
€n percentage points over
Poe, the Philippines’ big-
gest film star.

The exit poll also said
Ms Macapagal’s running
mate Mr Noli de Castro
would win the direct elec-
tion for vice-president
with 47 per cent of the
votes compared to 39 per
cent for Opposition candi-
date Ms Loren Legarcéa.

| - . o
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‘Sectarian, violencé 1n

Karach e kllled

KARACHI, May 8. — A suicide bombmg at a mosque
triggered sectarian clashes in Karachi today, as
Sunnis and Shi’ites exchanged gunfire, killing at least
one passer-by, police said.

Two other people were wounded in'the unrest which
occurred after Shiites mourning worshippers killed in
yesterday’s blast pelted a Sunni mosque with stones
in Karachi’s Sohrab Goth district, said police officer
Latif Siddiqui. Police fired tear gas shells to disperse
the crowds.

Yesterday’s bombing, which killed 15 people, was the
latest in a series of sectarian and terrorist attacks in
Karachi, Pakistan’s largest city. Police have released a
sketch of the suspected suicide bomber, dressed like a
Shiite Muslim cleric, according to survivors.

. Earlier today, police detained 50 Shiite youths, as

| unrest triggered by the attack continued with arson
and stone-throwing around the city.

i Meanwhile, a red-alert was sounded in the diplomat-
ic area in Islamabad and security tightened in all
important cities of Pakistan following the blast.

The government initiated an inquiry into yesterday’s
blast and police commandos were deployed at mosques
and offices of multinational firms, official reports said.
— AP & PTI

THE STATESMap, B WA J04
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“13 killed, 80 injured i in
Karachi mosque blast

AAMIR ASHRAF &'\@
KARACHI, MAY 7 Q\ Q‘l

A SUSPECTED suicide bomber
blew up a crowded Shi’ite mosque in
Karachi’s business district on Friday,
killing at least 13 people and wounding
more than 80, police and officials said.

More than 100 people were packed
into the mosque for prayers when the
blast rocked the building in the fourth
bomb attack in five days in Pakistan. The
mosque was badly damaged.

Karachi police chief Tariq Jamaeel
said at least 13 people were killed and
more than 80 wounded. “Thisisabiginck
dent,” said provincial security adviser
Aftab Sheikh. “Ttis ablatant act of terror-

ism. It's the work of enemies of peace. g

They targeted innocent worshippers.”
Police and paramilitary troops cordoned
- off the area, while Shi'ite protestors
hurled stones and set fire to cars while
shouting slogans demanding protection
for their community.

Earlier on Friday, three people were
wounded in Quetta, when a small bomb
exploded opposite a hotel due to hosta

'NDIAN EXPRE SS

Onlookers at the main entrance of
the mosque. Reuters

weekend investment conference. PM
Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali had been
expected at the city’s Serena Hotel on
Saturday to chair the meeting. However,
Jamali cancefled his plans to attend be-
fore the blast due to comniitments in Is-
lamabad, an official said. —Reuters

8 MaY o




Perver okays a
Llearier'dbmy

ISLAMABAD, April 28. — For the first time in its
S7-year history, Pakistan will reduce its half-a-mil-
R B lion-strong army by
50,000  soldiers” this
year, a step that would
| also improve its “teeth-
| to-tail” ratio and com-
. bat efficiency. Besides,
the move will help the
country save millions of
- dollars.
i The decision was
L taken ata two-day mee-
&y ting here of top gener-
y als, chaired by Pre-
sident Pervez Musha-
rraf. “The restructuring
plan envisages the army
- e to be lean but lethal
and hard-hitting. [t'll improve the tecth-to-tail ratio,
in which the tail is being reduced by about 50,000
men,” a defence statement issued last night said.

“This reduction in manpower will in no case affect
the fighting potential of the:army. it'll rather trans-
form the army into more potent. cnhance its
response capacities and result in a fine balance:
between quality and quantity.”

Officials said the policy would enable Pakistan to
effectively argue before the world that it-was drasti-
cally cutting down its defence spending as well as
defence forces despite large scale increase in defence
spending by India. (New Delhi refused to comment
on the Pakistani government's decision.)

Move for peace in Siachen

With the thaw in Indo-Pak relations. there is an
international effort to extend the peace initiative to
Siachen to study the impact of changing climate and
human intervention on the bigeest glacier in the
Himalayan ranges, a report from Delhi adds.
Former US ambassador to India Mr Harry
i Barnes is working on an initiative to convert
- Siachen into a “demilitarised zonc” and involve
Indian, Pakistani and American scientists to study
the environmental impact on it. said Prof. SI
Hasnain, vice-chancellor of Calicut University and
one of the top experts on gluciers. — PTI

TATESMAN
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Paki;tan fre/es
50 tnbesm%‘n

Agencies o
Wana, April 25 ?

PAKISTAN ON Suni ay re-
leased 50 tribesmen ar-
rested last month during a
major counter-terrorism
operation near the Afghan
border, saying investiga-
tions had proved them in-
nocent.

They were freed a day
after five powerful tribal
leaders who had been tar-
geted in the same opera-
tion for allegedly harbour-
ing al-Qaida fugitives
were granted amnesty in
return for a promise to
live peacefully and not
help terrorists.

The deal could end
months of bloody con-
frontation between tribes-
men and Pakistan’s army
in the lawless region of
South Waziristan, but
may disappoint the Unit-
ed States, eager for more
tough action by Pakistan
in the war on terrorism.

The operation left 124
people dead, including 46
troops and 63 militants. At
least 15 civilians died in
the clashes with militants
resisting the operation in
March. More than 163 peo-
ple were rounded up and
officials said 50 of them
were found innocent.

The release was part of
a deal under which the au-
thorities pardoned five top
suspects on Saturday.

Military  spokesman
Major General Shaukat
Sultan said the wanted
men from the Zalikhel
clan had renounced mili-
tant activity, promised loy-
alty to the country and
pledged not to harbour

foreign terrorists.

He said the political so-
lution to end militant ac-
tivity in the area was
worked out by local
deputies, tribal elders, ad-
ministration officials and
military authorities.

General Sultan denied
the amnesty marked a
shift in government poli-
cy. “This reconciliation
does not indicate any let
up in the government’s
war on terror,” he told re-
porters.

“The security forces
will be ready to strike any-
where whenever they get
intelligence,” he said, reit-
erating that foreign mili-
tants must surrender by
Friday otherwise the miii-
tary would take action
against them.

“There will be no com-
promise on foreign na-
tionals.” He said al-Qaida
elements were on the run
as their stronghold in the
tribal belt had been de-
stroyed in the 12-day
March operation.

Residents said life re-
turned to normal in South
Waziristan’s main town
Wana and business activi-
ty resumed after remain-
ing suspended for several
weeks.

Meanwhile a media re-
port said, a truce between
a Pakistani General and a
tribal leader, whose pro al-
Qaida fighters Kkilled
around 80 Armymen, cou-
1d be a severe setback to
the Bush administration
which was leaning on Is-
lamabad to carry out a
clean sweep of the terror-
ist group from the tribal
territory.

REUTERS

Nek Mcohammad, leader of five tribesmen who
surrendered to the Pakistan army (right), is greeted by
a local tribesman in Shakai on Saturday.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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Pak House nod for
securl& council Bill

‘Press Trust of Indla

ISLAMABAD, April 14.
— Cementing military's
role in the governance,
Pakistan’s parliament tod-
ay adopted a controversial
Bill to create the National
Security Council amid
vehement opposmon from
the country’s beleaguered
political parties.

Backed by President
Pervez Musharraf, the Bill
was passed by a simple
majority in the Senate.
The National Assembly
had already adopted the
Bill last week.

The National Security
Council  (NSC), firmly
advocated by President
Musharraf as an “insula-
tion” to prevent future mil-
itary coups, consisted the
President, Prime Minister,
joint chiefs of staff. chicfs
chrmy, mavy and air fuive,
Speukers of the National
Assembly and Senate and
chief ministers of the four
provinces.

The NSC Biil, which has

THE STATESMAN

Nudear nelwork

WASHINGTON, April 14, —
The United States has said
it was working closely with
Pakistan to dismantle the
nuclear proliferation network
of disgraced Pakistani
nuclear scientist AQ Khan
and had received “significant
amounts of information”
about the activities of-his
associates. “The US has
been working very closely
with Pakistan to dismantle
the A Q Khan network,” state
department spokesman Mr
Richard Boucher said
yesterday. — PTI

been sent for the assent of

the President, was adopt-
ed by the Senate amid
protests by Opposition
parties which alfeged that
they were not allowed to
speak on the Bill and
walked out of the House,

“This s not National
Sceurity Council, but in
fact it is an insecurity bill,"
Prof Khurshid, & senior
leader of the [sfamist
alliance Muttuhida Majlis-

e-Amal (MMA), said.

He  described  the
National Security Council
as contrary to the constitu-
tion and said it would
harm the country.

Mian Raza Rabbani of
Pakistan Peoples Party said
the treasury benches sh-
owed loyalty to President
Musharraf and violated the
constitution by adopting the
Bill. He said the Opposition
members were not allowed
to speak in the House.

Musharraf to quit a;m)/

President Musharraf will
abide by his vow to quit the
army and become a civilian
president by the end of this
year, information minister
Mr Sheikh Rashid said
today, adds AFP.

Mr Rashid said he was
speaking on behalf of Pr-
esident Musharraf, follow-
ing requests from a group
of Musharraf-backed poli-
ticians that he break his
vow and continue to hold
the dual posts of army
chicef and president.
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| -Bill moved in Pakistan
<o institutionalise
g G role of Army

’

x&() n% By B. Muralidhar Reddy
ISLAMABAB, APRYL 2. A bill to institutionalise the role of

the Army in governance was introduced in the Nation-
al Assembly of Pakistan today amidst a walkout by the
entire Opposition.

The Bill, referred by the Speaker to the Standing
Committee, envisages the creation of a National Secu-
rity Council (NSC) with representation to the three
service chiefs and with powers to make recommenda-
tions to the President on all matters of “national im-
portance.” Though the recommendations are not
mandatory, the Opposition parties are of the view that
the Council negates the concept of parliamentary de-
mocracy and provides a role to the military in govern-
ance against the spirit of the Constitution.

The creation of the NSC was among the reforms
sought to be introduced by the President, Pervez

- Musharraf. His argument is that the Chief of the Army
Staff was one of the three “power brokers” and repeat-
edly politicians in the country have compelled the
COAS to intervene in matters of governance.

The NSC, as outlined in the Bill, will deal with issues
of national interest, defence and any crisis situation.
The bill is expected to be passed as an act of Parlia-
ment as agreed by the Government and the MMA
during the resolution of the LFO issue.

It appears that the MMA chose to boycott the ses-
sion today on account of differences over some provi-
sions and not the concept as such.

Under the proposed Bill, the President will be the
chairman of the NSC. Its members ‘will include the
Prime Minister, the Senate Chairman, the Speaker of
the National Assembly, the Opposition leader in the
National Assembly, Provincial Chief Ministers, the
“hairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee and

services chiefs.
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~Pak to lift Qaida

Wana (Pakistan), March 28
(Reuters). Pakistan forces re-
trieved 12 captive government
men today after smashing an al
Qaida-linked militant den and
the troops agreed to lift a cordon
around mud-fortresses that shel-
tered the Islamic radicals.

The 12 were captured by for-
eign fighters and their local al-
lies last week at the start of a
clash “on Pakistan’s desolate
Afghan border in which more
than 100 people were killed and a
notorious Uzbek al Qaida leader
seriously wounded.

Two men still held captive
would be released later today,
said a tribal elder involved in the
negotiation of their freedom.

“The army cordon is to be
withdrawn today. We have al-
most achieved our set targets for
the operation,” Mahmood Shah,
the region’s security chief, said.

After cordening off the area
with 5,000 troops and losing
about 50 soldiers in the 12-day of-
fensive, the Pakistani military
said yesterday it smashed a den
of fighters believed to include
Uzbeks, Chechens, Arabs, Afgh-
ans and local Pashtun clansmen.

A senior al Qaida leader,
Tahir Yuldashev, was wounded
but escaped, military officials
said. Yuldashev, the charasmatic

("

Security officials from Wana after securing the release of
the 12 captives on Sunday. (Reuters)

leader of the Islamic Movement
of Uzbekistan, was accused of a
series of bomb blasts in the
Uzbek capital, Tashkent, in 1999.

“We have information that he
is severely injured,” said Shah.
“He is in our tribal area, we have
information that this high-value
target has not crossed the Pak-
istani border.”

Around 60 of the militants
were killed and 162 captured in
Pakistan’s biggest-ever offensive
in its semi-autonomous tribal re-

lina

LER]

gion. More than a dozen civil-
ians are believed dead.

“Their hideouts are finished
and the army is destroying their
houses. Bulldozers are there,”
information minister Sheikh
Rasheed Ahmed said. “We will
continue to hunt Yuldashev.”

Many of the militants are be-
lieved to have fled to other parts
of the barren frontier, where
about 50,000 Pakistani army
troops have been deployed to
hunt them. US forces are hunt-

cordon
A\ (KD

ing the other side of the moun-
ainous border in twin opera-
jons that come amid heightened
worldwide anxiety over al Qaida
attacks.

Troops had held fire in recent
days to let a delegation of tribal
elders talk peace and to negoti-
ate the release of the 14 captured
men, a move aimed at defusing
tension by allowing local leaders
to act as intermediaries under
ancient tribal custom.

Pakistan, while supporting
the US war on terror, had come
under pressure for not doing
enough to flush out militants
who have been blamed for a cam-
paign of violence in Afghan-
istan.

A wave of violence in which
600 people have died since last
August in mainly southern and
eastern Afghanistan was one
reason why Afghan President
Hamid Karzai had agreed to
delay presidential and parlia-
mentary elections to September
from June.

The recent fighting was
sparked when paramilitary forc-
es hunting for Osama bin Laden
and his al Qaida fighters ran into
a hail of bullets on March 16
while approaching a suspect’s
house near Wana, capital of the
rugged South Waziristan region.

29 MAR 2nnd
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Wana (Pakistan), March 19
(Reuters): Pakistani forces said
they were fighting a fierce battle
today with 300-400 foreign mili-
tants and Pakistani tribal allies
after encircling them near the
Afghan border.

) Troops pounded the besiege
militants, who might inclue
Osama bin Laden’s second-i
command Ayman al-Zawahris
well as many other al Qala
fighters, with artillery for st
of the day while helicopter at-
tacked them from above.

“They are surrounder and
they are trving to break tle cor-
don and get away” miitary
spokesman Major-Gneral
Shaukat Sultan told a news brief-
ing in Islamabad. He dignissed
reports that Zawairi hat mana-

gaed to get away. “From the cor-
don we have put around these
places, we are certain nobody
would have escaped,” he said.
Other Pakistani officials de-
nied financial market rumours
that bin Laden himself had been
captured.

A Taliban spokesman was
quoted as demanding that US
and Pakistan forces call off the
hunt for Taliban and al Qaida
militants along the Pakistan-
Afghanistan border. “We will
carry out more attacks against
international coalition forces if
they continue to chase us,” he
said in taped comments reported
by Al Jazeera television. Taliban
leader* Mullah Mohammed
Omar, ousted from power in
Afghanistan by US-led forces in
late 2001, was safe, he said.
President Pervez Musharraf

aid yesterday the ferocity of the
-asistance led generals to believe
the rebels were shielding a
“high-value target”.

Government officials have
said the prominent figure might
be Zawahri. But Sultan said au-
thorities had been unable to de-
termine if Zawahri was actually
there, Zawahri, an Egyptian doc-
tor, is regarded as the brains of
al Qaida. He is believed to be one
of the key figures behind the
September 11, 2001, attacks an
the US.

The fighting, pitting thou-
sands of government troops
against several hundred mili-
tants, is in the remote, often law-
1ess and largely autonomous re-
gion of Waziristan, centred on
an area to the west of the town of
Wana that includes Shin Warsak
village. Western intelligence
sources say Zawahri and bin
Laden are believed to be close to
each other, somewhere in
Waziristan. A government offi-
cial in the border region who
asked not to be named said 15 sol-
diers had been killed in the fight-
ing since yesterday. “There’s fe-
rocious resistance but a house-
to-house search has started on
the ontskirts of Shin Warsak,”
the official said.

Sixteen soldiers and 24 sus-
pected militants, including some
foreigners, were Kkilled on Tues-
day, the first day of fighting.

“We are closing in on them.
Their defence seems to be dying
down,” said senior security offi-
cial Brigadier Mehmood Shah. -

“BEither they’ve run out of
ammunition or they want to sur-
prise us when we get closer,” he
said. Shah denied that 15 more
Pakistani soldiers had been
killed, saying the government
side had suffered nolosses.

US-led troops are also strik-
ing from the Afghan side in what
the Pentagon is calling a “ham-
mer and anvil” operation.

Brigadier Shah also denied fi-
nancial market rumours today
that Osama bin Laden had been
captured on their territory.
“There is no truth in this re-
port,” he added.

Troopspound 400 boxed-in militants

Zawahri 1as not
escapet: Pak

Local tribesmen flee from the offensive near Wana in South Waziristan. (Reuters)

Blasts echo across Baghdad

George W. Bush in the
East Room of the
White House. (Reuters)

Baghdad, March 19 (Reuters):
Blasts echoed across central
Baghdad and warning sirens
sounded in the headquarters of
the US-led administration today,
the eve of the anniversary of the
invasion that toppled Saddam
Hussein.

Af least two blasts followed
the sound of mortars or rockets
being fired. A US military
spokesman said there were no
immediate reports of any casu-
alties or damage. The US head-
quarters compound, which is
known as the “Green Zone” and
is one of Saddam’s former
palace complexes, has been tar-
geted repeatedly by guerriilas
firing rockets and mortars.

Today's attack came less than
an hour after US President
George W. Bush ended a speech
calling for unity and determina-
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tion in the fight against terror-
ism. Irag’s US governor, Paul
Bremer, spoke live to CNN from
inside the Green Zone shortly
after the blasts: “We think they
are outside the green zone but we
just don’t know yet. It’s only just
happened.”

US secretary of state Colin
Powell had spent several hours
in the headquarters compound
earlier today before leaving for
Saudi Arabia.

Bush told officials from 83 na-
tions today on the anniversary of
the start of the [raq war that dif-
ferences over the conflict were in
the past and urged no conces-
sions in the broader war on ter-
rorism, “No concession will ap-
pease their hatred,” Bush said of
al Qaida and its supporters. “No
accommodation will satisfy
their eB,dless demands. Their ul-

timate ambitions are to control
the peoples of West Asia and to
blackmail the rest of the world
with weapons of mass terror.”

Bush devoted much of a
speech marking the anniversary
of the US-led invasion of Iraq to
the fight against terrorism.

Earlier, Iraqi journalists gave
Powell a hostile reception in
Baghdad today, walking out of
his news conference in protest at
the killing of two of their col-
leagues by US troops.

Powell urged US allies to stay
the course in Iraq after Spain
vowed to pull out iroops and
South Korea refused to take on a
combat role. About 30 Arab jour-
nalists quit the hall in anger over
vesterday’s shooting of two
Iragis who worked for the Dubai-
based satellite television chan-
nel Al Arabiya.
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Islamabad: With seven more sol-
diers succumbing to injuries, the
death toll in the military operation
against suspected Al Qaida and Tal-
iban militants in the tribal regions
bordering Afghanistan rose to 39 on
Wednesday.

A clash broke out on Tuesday
when Pakistani troops raided a mili-
tant hideout in remote South
Waziristan tribal region. The sol-
diers, who were injured in the ex-
change of fire, died in hospital.
Twenty-four suspected militants
were also killed in the operation. Ac-
cording to reports, the operation in
the volatile tribal region was the
bloodiest in the hunt for Al Qaida
militants so far. The ultras, who re-
portedly number between 400 and
500 fought about 700 troops. “The
militants fought like professional,
trained people. The wagy they were
firing at our troops, lobbing

—
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grenades and shooting rockets,
jumping from one place to another
and changing positions took us by
surprise,” an official in the regional
headquarters at Wana said.

The official said the raid, coming
a day before US secretary of state
Colin Powell’s visit to the country,
would continue until the tribal areas
were purged of foreign terrorists.

Army spokesman Shaukat Sultan
said a few of those killed appeared to
be tribesmen suspected of shelter-
ing terrorists. He, however, added
that several of the dead were for-
eigners, presumed to be Al Qaida
members. It is not known if any sen-
ior Al Qaida or Taliban leader was
among the dead.

The Pakistani military has con-
ducted a series of sweeps in the trib-
al regions, where it has deployed
some 70,000 forces. President Pervez
Musharraf on Monday vowed to rid

39 dead in Pak army

0)‘\ w\% o °
«-offensive against ultras

the areas of suspected terrorists,
and acknowledged for the first time
that 500-600 foreigners were shelter-
ing in the region.

Meanwhile, angered by the army
offensive, attackers set military ve-
hicles ablaze and terrified people
streamed out of Kaloosha village af-
ter mosque loudspeakers blared a
warning from the authorities that
residents must leave thé besieged
village because of the violence.

A villager said hundreds of peo-
ple had left the village in an exodus
that began on Tuesday night. “Peo-
ple are scared. They are worried,”
Eid Gul said after arriving in Wana,
the main town in the tribal South
Waziristan region. Eight army
trucks—some loaded with ammuni-
tion—three pick-up trucks, two ar-
moured personnel carriers and two
artillery guns were set ablaze by the
attackers. agencies
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The Pakistani plan that bombed!

To protect itself, Pakistan's desperate military establishment has chosen to sacrifice Dr Khan. Yet his public confession

\9

NV WD

ST new revelations about

Pakistan’s nuclear scandal

focus on the dandestine

supply of uranium enrich-

ment technology to Iran, North Korea,

and Libya by the celebrated bomb-maker

DrA QKhan. (DrKhan earned hisPh D in

metallurgy, not nuclear physics or nuclear

engineering, yet journalists usually refer

to him as a “nuclear scientist”). But the

documents that Libya turned over to the

International Atomic Energy Agency, and

- subsequently to the US, show that Pak-

istan supplied more than just equipment

for making bomb fuel. Dr Khan allegedly

also supplied a detailed nuclear weapon

design that US experts say is of a 1964

Chinese vintage passed on to Pakistan
two decades ago.

This disclosure raises interesting new
questionsbecause Dr Khan was peripher-
al to actual weapons-related work. Pak-
istan’s nuclear establishment has essen-
tially two divisions. One, once headed by
Dr Khan, is responsible for producing
bomb-grade uranium gas that, when
converted to metal, provides the crucial
fuel for a nudear explosion. The other di-
vision, which falls under the Pakistan
Atomic Energy Commission and the Na-
donal Development Complex, has a
much wider range of responsibilities —
conversion of uranium gas to metal,
weapons design and manufacture, and
nuclear testing.

Dr Khan was barely mentioned by the
head of the NDC, Dr Samar Mubarak-
mand, in his speeches after the successful
May 1998 nudlear tests. Thus the mys-
tery: how could Dr Khan — who had no
need to possess weapons design informa-
tion — hand over detailed bomb design
docurmnents to Libya?

Dr Khan's televised confession and ac-
ceptance ot sole responsibility for prolifer-
ation activities has not reduced suspicion
that there is more here than meets the
eye, and of the Pakistani military’s com-
plicity in proliferation. Dr Khan's export
of centrifuge technology was unknown
to successive governments in Pakistan,

says the country’s leader, General Pervez
Musharraf. But for over a decade, Dr
Khan had openly advertised his nuclear
wares,

Year after year — including 2003,
when the proliferation controversy was
already red-hot — Islamabad was fes-
tooned with colourful banners advertis-
ing workshops on “Vibrations In Rapidly
Rotating Machinery” and “Advanced
Materials,” sponsored by the Dr A QKhan
Research Laboratories (also knownasthe
Kahuta Research Laboratories). These
had obvious and immediate utility for
centrifuge technology, essential for pro-
ducing weapons-grade uranium.

In earlier years, Dr Khan and his collab-
orators published a number of papers de-
tailing critical issues regarding the balanc-
ing of centrifuges and magnetic bearings.
These dealt with technical means for en-
abling centrifuge rotors tospin close tothe
speed of sound withou disintegrating —
essential for making bomb-grade urani-
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um. Dr Khan's proliferation activities
could scarcely be more blatant. But to
make it absolutely certain, Kahuta issued
glossy brochures aimed at “classified or-
ganisations.”

TO protect itself, Pakistan’s desperate
military establishment, fearful of be-
ing labelled a proliferator and ultimately
being deprived of its nukes, has chosento
sacrifice Dr Khan. Yet his public confes-
sion and apology are unlikely to end the
matter. The US is certain to apply intense
pressure for on-site inspection and moni-
toring of Pakistani fissile material produc-
tion at the enrichment facility at Kahuta,
the plutonium production reactor at
Khushab, and elsewhere. Although Pak-
istan will publicly resist this demand, it
may secretly agree to allow installation of
cameras and various sensing devices in
these nudear faclities.

For the moment, the efforts of some
Pakistani bomb makers to peddle nuclear

and apology are unlikely to end the matter, says Pervez Hoodbhoy

secrets appear to have been stymied. But,
having invoked solidarity with Islamists
all over the world, these expertshave cre-
ated a high demand for their skills. While
it is inconceivable that any Muslim coun-
try will now ask Pakistan for nuclear
Wweapons, non-state actors arc clearly
more enthusiastic. ‘

One recalls that two years ago, highly
placed members of the Pakistan Atomic
Energy Commission wanted to playarole
in the jihad against America. Ina fit of Is-
lamicsolidarity, they went to Afghanistan
and met with Osama bin Laden and the
Taliban. It is difficult to believe that they
were the only ones so inclined.

As a result, Pakistan’s bomb makers
have seriously jeopardised the safety of
their country. Imagine, for example, the
horrific consequences of an atomic explo-
sion in some American city. Blinded with
griefand rage, the US would exact a terri-
ble revenge. Mere suspicion might form
the basis of action.

Ttis possible that America would bomb
Pakistan first — perhaps with nuclear
weapons —and look for justifications lat-
er. Iraq stands as a rerninder of America’s
furious desire to avenge the terrorist at-
tacks of Septernber 2001 and punish even
those unconnected with the perpetrators.
The failure to discover either weapons of
Iass destruction or connections with Al-
Qaeda, have both been shrugged off by
George Bush and his neo-conservative
cabal.

Tt is time to give up the fantasy of anIs-
laric Bomb, and it is past the time torein
in Pakistan’s rogue bomb makers. Their il-
legitimate nuclear commerce has created
a nightmare for the reputation, safety,
and security of their country. Itis difficult
to know what Dr Khan meant when he
said he had acted in “good faith.” Afterall,
what kind of faith allows putting instru-
ments of mass murder on sale in the black
market.

(The author is professor of nuclear and
high-energy physics at Quaid-e-Azam
University, Islamabad)

(C): Project Syndicate, February 2004




Islamabad: Pakistan on Tuesday test-fired its first
2,000-km range surface-to-surface Shaheen-II bal-
listic missile, capable of carrying a nuclear war-
head and hitting targets deep inside India, appar-
ently to match the neighbour’s Agni-II missile.

“Pakistan today successfully carried out the
maiden test-fire of Shaheen-II surface-to-surface
ballistic missile,” an official statement said.

The launching of Shaheen-II or Hataf-VI missile
reflected “Pakistan’s resolve to maintain minimum
credible deterrence as the cornerstone of its secu-
rity policy,” it said, adding “by the grace of Allah,
all the planned technical parametres were success-
fully validated during the test-fire”.

The test-firing of the missile came in the midst
of the Indo-Pak peace process and was apparently
aimed at matching India’s Agni-II ballistic missile
having a strike range of over 2,000 km. India is also
developing Agni-III, which is expected to have a
range of 3,000 km.

A President Pervez
Musharraf and
Prime Minister Za-
farullah Khan Ja-
mali congratulated
the scientists for
the  “successful”
flight test of the “in-
digenously” built
missile, the state-
ment said.

This was the first
time Pakistan test
fired a 2,000 km
long range missile,
which, officials
here claimed, has
the ability to hit a
number of Indian
cities.

The Shaheen-l! ballistic Claiming that the
missile is launched at an missile was “in-
undisclosed location in digenously” made,

Pakistan on Tuesday the statement said

“the test demonstrates Pakistan’s advanced scien-
tific capability in the strategic field and is a tribute
to their brilliance and hard work”’.

Unofficial reports said the missile was test fired
from Pakistan’s sea coast.

The test followed assertions by Gen Musharraf
that the country’s nuclear and missile programme
would not be rolled back despite pressure from the
international community in the light of admission
by a top scientist A.Q. Khan that he transferred nu-
clear technology to Iran, Libya and North Korea. As
per the MoU signed with India, Pakistan informed
its neighbour about the test-firing in advance.

According to information provided to India and
other “key” countries in the region, the missile
was to be test fired between March 6 and 9. Pak-
istan opted to test the missile on the last day as Gen
Musharraf went on a sudden two-day trip to Saudi
Arabia, and returned on Monday.

This was the first time that it test fired a 2,000 km
long range missile, which international media re-
ports said, resembled the North Korean “Nong-
dong” missile.

According to Pakistani officials, Shaheen-II is a
two-stag.d solid fuel missile which could hit tar-
gets in the 2000-2500 km range and carry 1,000 kg
mmiltiple payload.

Islamabad has so far test-fired short and medium
range missiles — Shaheen-1 with a range of 280
km, Hataf-1 — 600k =nd Hataf-3- - 290 km. Agencies
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1 killed as Pak troo

(y/ m?\ ,
Wana (Pakistan), Feb. 28

(Reuters): Pakistani troops
opened fire on a van carrying
suspected Islamic militants
today, killing at least 11 people in
aregion where forces are hunt-
ing Osama bin Laden, officials
said.

An intelligence official said

" thoseKkilled in the South Waziris-
tan tribal region may not have
been militants and that it was
“mistaken fire”, but a military
statement said some may have
been “terrorists”. The incident
took place after a base of Pak-
istani soldiers who have been
hunting fighters from bin
Laden’s al Qaida came under at-
tack.

The Pakistani military said
the deaths occurred in crossfire
after the army post came under
mortar attack and a checkpoint
came under fire from two to
three vehicles. “The chances of
some civilians having been
killed cannot be ruled out,” it
said.

Witnesses said the dead were
five local tribesmen and six
Afghans. A military statement
confirmed 11 reported deaths
and said 16 people had been ar-

- rested.
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Fiercely independent tribes-
men in the region bordering
Afghanistan are sympathetic to
al Qaida and bin Laden. They
have been angered by the Pak-
istani operations and reports of
civilian deaths will not make the
military’s task easier.

“The situation in Waziristan
is very tense after the incident,
the people are very angry,” ares-
ident said.

The intelligence official said
four armed men travelling in a
car fired in the air as troops were
trying to defuse rockets in Shu-
lam, a village near Wana, capital
of South Waziristan.

He said troops radioed a mes-
sage to a nearby military post
and troops fired on the van, mis-
taking it for the fleeing car.

Today’s incident came as US
and Pakistani officials denied an
Iranian state radio report quot-
ing “an informed source” as say-
ing bin Laden had been captured
in the border region.

A senior US defence official
called the report “another piece
of stray voltage that's passing
around out there” while the US
military spokesman in Kabul
Lieutenant-Colonel Bryan Hil-
ferty said he had heard

29 F!R 7001

nothing about it.

Pakistan’s foreign minister
Khursheed Mehmood Kasuri
said he was aware of the Iranian
report, but added: “We cannot
confirm it at all”.

Pakistani troops earlier this
week arrested 20 suspects in an
operation against al Qaida and
Taliban militants in South
Waziristan. Officials said none
were leading al Qaida militants.

But US military officials in
Afghanistan have spoken of are-
newed urgency in hunting down
key terror figures, including bin
Laden and have previously ex-
pressed confidence that the
world’s most wanted man would
be captured this year.

They have said that US-led
troops in Afghanistan and Pak-
istani troops were moving to-
ward coordinated operations —
“a hammer and anvil approach”
— to prevent fleeing al Qaida
fighters escaping across the bor-
der. Elsewhere in Pakistan today,
a suicide bomber blew himself
up and slightly wounded three
people when his explosives deto-
nated prematurely at a minority
Shia mosque in the city of
Rawalpindi adjoining Islam-
abad, officials said.

ps fire

ysuspected militants

Pakistani soldiers make a
mock arrest of their colleague
posing as a terrorist

in Multan. (AFP)




Pak begins crackdown ny

on al-

Reuters
Wana (Pakista ) February 24J

PAKISTANI TROOPS detained at
least 25 suspects, including women,
and blew up two houses in a new of-
fensive against al-Qaida and Tal-
iban militants on Tuesday in a re-
mote tribal area near the Afghan
border, officials said.

A day earlier, US and Pakistani
officials had said the whereabouts
of Osama bin Laden remained a
mystery despite a British newsre-
port saying his location had been
narrowed down to Waziristan.

Information Minister Sheikh
Rashid Ahmed said Tuesday’s oper-
ation was launched near Wana, 300
km northeast of where bin Laden
was reported to be hiding. Asked
whether the operation was target-
ing bin Laden, he only said: “It is
against foreign terrorists.”

Seven suspects were seen being
driven away, but it was unclear if
they were foreigners or local tribes-
men. “We are trying to establish
their identity. Initial queries suggest

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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Y Laden deputy’s threat

BIN LADEN'’S right-hand man
Ayman al-Zawahri said in a tape
aired by al-Jazeera TV on Tuesd-
ay that George Bush had lied wh- |
en he asserted most of the al-Qai-
da was crushed, and warned the
US to prepare for more attacks. .
The tape said: “Bush, strength-
en your defences and security
measures for the Muslim nation
which sent you the legion of New
York and Washington has deter-
mined to send you legion after le-
gion seeking death and paradise.”
Reuters, Dubadi |

there could be Uzbeks, Chechens
and Arabs among them,” one said:
At least 14 helicopters were seen
flying overhead in the early morning
when the operation was launched.
The operation followed a tip-off on
“foreign terrorists” who failed to
surrender by the Feb. 20-deadline.
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IStamabad, Feb. 21: President
Pervez Musharraf today handed
over the indigenously developed
Hatf-3 missile to the army strate-
gic force command.

A s0lid fuel, short range mis-
sile, Hatf-3, which has a range of
290 ks had been first test-fired in
2002 and later in 2003.

The system now forms an in-
tegral component of Pakistan’s
operational deterrence system
which also include the Shaheen
missile series and the Ghauri in-
termediate range missiles.

Musharraf had earlier this
month announced that an inter-
mediate range ballistic solid fuel
missile, Shaheen-2, would also
be ready for a testing soon.

Pakistan has been testing dif-
ferent versions of short and
medium range delivery systems
since April 1998 when it tested
the Ghauri-1 intermediate range
missile.

Addressing military offi-
cials, Musharraf ruled out any
compromise on Pakistan’s nu-
clear programme and said it was
hereto stay “being a vital nation-
al security interest.”

“Far from misplaced notions
of aroll back, we will continue to
develop our capability in line
with our minimum deterrence
needs,” he declared.

He urged the nation to come
out of the mindset of the 1980s
when the nuclear programme
was in its infancy and could be
threatened with roll back.

“Today, Pakistan is an ac-
knowledged and established nu-
clear power,” Musharraf said.

Emphasising on the need to
further enhance security by
drawing appropriate lessons
from unfortunate events of pro-
liferation in the past, the Pak-
istan President said that since
the establishment of institution-
alised command and control sys-
tem in the last four years, ade-
quate checks and balances had

Pervez hands
[ J ()i/. e\/
+over missil

been put in place to prevent the
recurrence of such lapses.

He said additional restruc-
turing was being undertaken to
further modernise the security
system around the country’s
strategic assets.

“Pakistan fully shares inter-
national concerns on prolifera-
tion and reiterates its resolve to
ensure that there will never be
any type of proliferation from its

%

soil,” Musharraf assured.

He said what unfortunately
happened in from1989 to 1999
were individual actions based on
personal greed and gross misuse
of autonomy and
authority.

“It was a betrayal of the na-
tion’strust... it was compounded
by an ineffective and inefficient
security system and an absence
of institutionalised oversight”.

He, however, assured the
world that the network had been
uprooted within Pakistan.

Prevez Musharr:

THE TELEGRAPF
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Pak rejects
foreign nuke

1nspect|0ns

Press Trust of Ind:a

LONDON, Feb. 18 —-
Pakistan would never allow
foreign inspection of its
nuclear  facilities  and
“never stop” its nuclear and
missile programme, Presi-
dent Pervez Musharrat has
said insisting that disgraced
scientist Dr AQ Khan acted
alone in selling nuclear
technology without the gov-
ernment’s  or  military’s
knowledge.

“This is a very sensitive
issue. Would any other
nuclear power allow its
sensitive installations to be
inspected? Why should
Pakistann be expected to
allow anybody to
inspect?.” he said when
asked whether Islamabad
would permit foreign
inspectors to monitor its
nuclear facilities, “We are
not hiding anything ...what
is the need of any inspec-
tion.” he said in an inter-
view to a British daily.

Gen, Musharraf  also
denied that nuclear wea-
pons technology had been
exchanged for North Ko-
rean ballistic missile, and
said Pakistan bought con-
ventional surface-to-air
missile from the commu-
nist state in 2002 after pay-
ing money.

Speaking to the Finan-
cial Times, Gen. Mushar-
raf said Pakistan has no
intention of freezing its
nuclear weapons  pro-
gramme. “We will never
stop our nuclear and mis-
sile programme... that is
our vital national intercst.
It is totally indigenous
now. Whatever had to be
imported and procured
has been obtained.”

He also insisted that Dr
Khan together with six
other scientists and offi-
cials currently in custody.
acted alone in sclling
nuclear technology with-
out thc government’s or
military’s knowledge and
Islamabad’s nuclear pro-
gramme was not under the
aegis of the militarv.

“It never was and it is not
now... We have a (nuclear)
National Command Autho-
rity 'with the President as
the boss and there are a
number of ministers and
the military men also.

“This is not a militan
body, it is the highest body

Gen. Musharraf: “We will never
stop our nuclear and missile
prograrme... that is our vital

national interest”

of the nation... I believe in
the army dictum that a
commander is responsible
for all that happens or
docs not happen in his
command — and to that
cxtent any President is
responsible for what hap-
pens in the country,” he
said, adding: “But other-
wise, if vou are hinting at
any dircct responsibility,
no not at all.”

Gen. Musharraf’s com-
ments came less than two
wecks after he pardoned
Dr Khan, the “father of
Islamic bomb”, following
the scientist’s public con-
fession that he had passed
on nuclear technology to
other countries — be-
lieved to be lIran. Libya
and North Korea.

Gen.  Musharraf  also
revealed that Dr Khan had
signed a written agree-
ment two weeks ago in
which he pledged not to
resume any contacts with
the “nuclear underworld”
outside Pakistan.

Shaheen I test soon
Claiming  that  Pakistan
would not try to match
India’s nuclear weapons
development, Gen. Mush-
arraf has said in the next
few  wecks Islamabad
would test-fire its Shaheen
[l a missile with a range of
2.000 km. “We aren't inter-
ested in competing with
India,” Gen. Musharraf
told the Financial Times. “1If |
they want to reach 5,000 |
km or have intercontinen-
tal ballistic missiles, we are
not interested in those. We
are only interested in our
own defence.” i
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“That Pakistan was playing the nuclear game was: emdent even before A.Q. Khan's confession

«-/Radioactive natlon

By J.N. DixiT

BDUL QADIR Khan, publicly

-confessing on February 4 that

he had clandestinely sent nu-
clear weapons material and infor-
mation about nuclear weapons tech-
nology to foreign countries, has
caught intense public attention. The
substance of the concession should
not come as a surprise to India, the
United States or others.

Nuclear weapons and their deliv-
ery systems falling into the hands
of non-State actors and terrorist
groups has been a matter of concern
for the international community
since the disintegration of the Sovi-
et Union. The concern of the US in
this regard became greater after Sep-
tember 11, 2001. Washington focused
particularly on Islamic countries
like Iran and Libya, which were in-
terested in acquiring nuclear
weapons for nearly three decades.

American anxieties about non-
State actors sharing such WMDs in-
creased because the personality pro-
files of cadres of the various terror-
ist groups indicated that many of
them were educated and tech-savvy.
CIA Director George Tenet, address-
ing Georgetown University in Wash-
ington early this month, confirmed
that the CIA has been engaged in in-
vestigative activities to unravel clan-
destine activities of horizontal pro-
liferation of nuclear weapons by
countries like Pakistan, North Ko-
rea, China.

Tenet stated that investigations
led to the discovery of a wide net-
work of commercial companies’
front organisations, and State agen-
cies of these countries engaged in
the illegal transfer of nuclear
weapons material and nuclear tech-
nology stretching from West Europe
to North America to Malaysia and
North Korea in south-eastern and
eastern Asia. The first to be cadght
in the investigative net prompted by
the US were senior scientists en-
gaged in Pakistan’s nuclear weapons
programme working under Khan at
the Kahuta nuclear facilities — A.Q,
Khan Nuclear Laboratories — near
Islamabad. The trail led the investi-
gators to Khan himself.

Investigations revealed the Pak-
istani nuclear weapons establish-
ment exported weapons grade nu-
clear material, metallurgical compo-
nents and engineering items to
Libya and Iran. Simjlar exports were
made to North Korea in exchange for
the assistance that Pyongyang pro-
vided to Islamabad to develop its mil-
itary missile capacities. Khan also
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DR STRANGELOVE: Abdul Qadir Khan

created a network of engineering
and commercial organisations in
Pakistan, Malaysia and in the Gulf.
Reports indicate that a Malaysian oil
and gas company supplied high qual-
ity nuclear components to Libya.
These exports were made by a com-
pany, SCOMI Precision Engineering,
based in Selangor in Malaysia,
whose largest shareholder happens
to be the Malaysian PM, Bidawi Ka-
maluddin Abdulia.

The company exported centrif-
uges and uranium enrichment ma-
chines under Dr Khan’s orders to
front organisations which he had set
up in Dubai. There are also reports
that he utilised his old connections
in western Europe for these clandes-
tine activities, connections which
had contributed to the covert acqui-
sition of nuclear weapons capacities
by Pakistan itself in the Seventies
and Eighties.

What is even more alarming is
that Pakistani scientists transferred
sets of drawings, sketches, metallur-
gical specifications and hexa-floride
gas to North Korea and Irag. Once
the supplies to Iran came to be
known tothe IAEA, its inspectors in-
sisted that Iran give additional un-
dertakings under a new protocol to
abide by the terms of the NPT and
nuclear safeguards arrangements.

Soon after the military defeat in
1971, Prime Minister Zulfigar Ali
Bhutto was clear in his mind that
Pakistan should acquire nuclear
weapons and related delivery sys-
tems to match India’s military ca-
pacities. Even as a number of senior
Pakistani nuclear scientists opposed
Bhutto’s nucléar ambitions, Dr Kharr
showed a willihgriess to do the need-
ful. He acquired the wherewithal
along with sophisticated equipment
from France, Britain, the US, Hol-

7
) FFB 200

land, Germany, Italy, Scandinavian
countries, China and North Korea.
China emerged as the main supplier
for Pakistan’s nuclear weaponisa-
tion programme and sold special in-
dustrial furnaces and high technolo-
gy diagnostic equipment to unsafe-
guarded nuclear facilities in Pak-
istan. Between 1972 and 1974, Pakis-
tan had persuaded Libya, Saudi Ara-
bia and Iraq, to fund its nuclear we-
apons programme. By 1977, Pakistan
went into high gear to become a hu-
clear weapons State after having col-
lected the basic materials necessary
to acquire nuclear weapons. The fi-
rst Pakistani nuclear device was test-
ed at China’s testing site at Lopnor in
Sinkiang in 1987. By 1992, Dr Khan
openly confirmed that Pakistan was
a nuclear weapons capable State.
The funding from Libya, Irag and
Saudi Arabia was rooted in the sig-
nificant political orientations of
Pakistan’s nuclear weapon policies.
Pakistan was not acquiring nuclear
weapons capacity only to counter In-
dia’s conventional military superior-
ity Bhutto had told leaders of the
OIC in 1974 that Pakistan’s bomb
would be an ‘Islamic bomb’ and
could be the foundation for Islamic
countries acquiring strategic mili-
tary capacities to counter other nu-
clear weapons powers. Second, Pak-
istan’s nuclear capacities were built
with the support of a number of
West European countries and the US
who were signatories of the NPT.
The additional question arises as
to why the US and western powers
did not monitor and counter Pak-
istan’s nuclear weapons aspirations
in-the late Seventies and the Eight-

ies. The fact of the matter.is that.

western powers were fully knowl-
edgeable about the nuclear weaponi-
sation programme. They turned a

blind eye to the programme because
of their desire to utilise Pakistan to
resist the Soviet incursion into
Afghanistan. This connivance by the
West continued more or less til1 9/11.
It was only after the direct attack on
the US that Pakistani nuclear wea-
pons activities came under scrutiny
and was subjected to investigation.

Though Dr Khan has been re-
lieved of his post as advisor to the
prime minister and has confessed to
his illegal activities, the speed with
which he was pardoned by Mushar-
raf clearly indicates the obfusca-
tions which Pakistan is indulging in
to meet the international pressure
on its nuclear proliferation activi-
ties. Dr Khan and all his colleagues
have been subjected to cosmetic
punitive action. No prosecution or
punishment is likely. It is inconceiv-
able that Dr Khan and his colleagues
could have indulged in extensive pro-
liferation activities for nearly a
decade without the knowledge of the
Pakistani government, particularly
the military high command.

Musharraf has exonerated for-
mer army chiefs, including General
Aslam Beg, for being involved. There
are reports that Dr Khan had sent
documentary proof of the military
authorities being aware of his illegal
proliferation activities to his daugh-
ter Dina in Iraq, with instructions
that she should go public with that
evidence if Pakistan, under pressure
from the US, took any drastic action
against him.

Dr Khan’s confession is essential-
1y an exercise to ensure mutual safe-
ty between Musharraf and him. It is
relevant to note that senior US offi-
cials and analysts have acknowl-
edged that India’s track record of ad-
hering to commitments about not
participating in any horizontal pro-
liferation activities has been impec-
cable. That India’s assessments and
anticipations regarding Pakistani’s
nuclear mischief stands confirmed
is not enough. A matter of continu-
ing concern should be as to what
stage a development of nuclear
weapons capacity might have been
reached by the countries to which
Pakistan exported nuclear material
and nuclear know-how.

A point which emerges from these
critical developments is that hori-
zontal proliferation can't be prevent-
ed unless the nuclear powers them-
selves move towards ending a verti-
cal proliferation and then eliminate
WMDs in a specific — even if it's
gradual — time-frame.




@k w g)zts Kha@s evtdence back

Vijay Dutt
London, February 15

SOME DOCUMENTS and a tape-
recorded statement which al-
legedly prove that senior Pak-
istani army officials, including
President Pervez Musharraf, were
aware of Dr Abdul Qadeer Khan'’s
nuclear proliferation activities,
are said to be in the safe-keeping
of his daughter Dina.

Pakistan now wants these doc-
uments back as a quid pro quo for
Khan’s presidential pardon.

Dina had smuggled the crucial
evidence out before the preside-
ntial pardon was brokered. She
was initially reported to be in
London, but now intelligence

sources believe she is in Europe,
possibly in\France.

According to Pak analyst Vic-
toria Schofield, Khan is refusing
to hand over these potentially in-
criminating documents demand-
ed by the Pakistani authorities.

A report in the Sunday Tele-
graph said although Khan, now
under a protective “house arrest”
in his palatial mansion in Islam-
abad, has been pardoned, he is
still in a legal limbo. The Foreign
Office in Islamabad has confir-
med to the newspaper that the
pardon granted was conditional.
“It is not a blanket pardon. It re-
lates only to his (Khan’s) televi-
sion confession.”

It is now believed that the par-
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don was granted on the grounds
that Khan “had cooperated with
the investigation begun by the gov-
ernment in November last year,
and will continue to cooperate”.

Pakistani authorities have been
quoted as saying that although
Khan had agreed at the time of se- *
curing the grant of pardon to
hand over all the incriminating
documents, he has so far failed to
honour his commitment.

The report also said that the
government agreed to negotiate
with Khan only after it became
known that his daughter had fled
the country with the potentially
incriminating documents. Khan,
it is believed, is holding on to
them as if they were a lifeline.



“Musharraf admits sitting

",on doubts abo

DAVID ROHDE AND
AMY WALDMAN

Rawalpindi, Feb. 10: President
Pervez Musharraf has acknowl-
edged for the first time that he
had suspected for at least three
years that Pakistan’s top nuclear
scientist was sharing technolo-
gy with other countries, but ar-
gued that the US had not given
him convincing proof.

In an hour-long interview,
Musharraf shared blame for the
delay with Washington, saying it
was not until October that Amer-
ican officials provided evidence
of the activities of Abdul Qadeer
Khan. “If they knew it earlier,
they should have told wus,”
Musharraf said. “Maybe a lot of
things would not have hap-
pened.”

At the same time, Musharraf
said he had seen signs that Khan
was sharing nuclear technology,
including “illegal contacts,
maybe suspicions of contacts”,
and “suspicious movement” con-
nected to Khan’s laboratory. But
he said he was concerned that in-
vestigating Khan, a national
hero for his role in developing its
nuclear weapons, could provoke
a political backlash.

“It was extremely sensitive,”
he said. “One couldn’t outright

l’w\m

oot TELE RS

P

start investigating as if he’s any
common criminal.”

In Washington yesterday, a
senior Bush administration offi-
cial acknowledged that Mushar-
raf was not given highly specific
information about Khan's activi-
ties until October. But the offi-
cial noted that the US conveyed
more general warnings about
Khan's activities starting in
2001.

Tomorrow, Presi-
dent George W.Bush is
expected to give what
one senior official at
the White House de-
scribed as a “lengthy,
detailed speech on
what must change in
the area of stopping
proliferation”.

He is expected to
include new proposals
for dealing with rogue
scientists and with
countries that have
not signed the nuclear non-pro-
liferation treaty — a delicate
subject, because India and Is-
rael, like Pakistan, have rejected
it.

Musharraf said he forced
Khan to retire from his post as
head of anuclear weapons lab in
March 2001 to prevent him from
transferring any more nuclear
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Musharraf

secrets. That is the first time the
general has cited Khan's nuclear
activities as the reason for his de-
parture. “We nipped the prolifer-
ation in the bud, we stopped the
proliferation,” he said of Khan's
removal. “That is the important
part.”

But the nuclear black market
supplied by Khan continued to
operate for two-and-a-half years,
until last October,
American  officials
say.

Before the expo-
sure of Khan’s net-
work, Pakistani offi-
cials, including
Musharraf, had long
denied that Pakistan
was the source of nu-
clear technology for
any other country. In
repeated interviews,
he never disclosed
that he suspected that
the nation’s top nu-
clear scientist was spreading
technology.

His comments yesterday will
only add to the debate over what
is a murky episode. Some politi-
cal and military analysts say
Pakistan’s earlier refusal to act
against Khan and its effort now
to bring the scandal to a hasty
conclusion reflect at least tacit

t Khan

approval from the powerful
army for his activities. They sug-
gest that Khan receive a full par-
don in exchange for publicly stat-
ing that he alone was responsi-
bie for the proliferation.

Many argue that what may
appear to be evasions or decep-
tions simply reflect Musharraf’s
quandary — how to appease both
international pressure to crack
down on arogue proliferator and
domestic pressure to protect
Khan.

Musharraf seems to have few
answers about how Khan operat-
ed freely in a country where the
nuclear arsenal is considered its
greatest single asset. He said
that the brigadier general in
charge of security for Khan’s
top-secret laboratory never re-
ported anything. “He didn’t, and
frankly, he hasn’t even now,” the
President said.

The general emphatically de-
nied reports Khan had struck a
barter agreement with North
Korea in which Pakistani nu.
clear technology was exchanged
for ballistic missile technology.
He said Pakistani cargo planes
spotted in North Korea in July
2002 were picking up surface-to-
air missiles purchased at the
height of tensions with India.

NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERV™ 'E




SECRETAGENT ,/

he recent disclosure about Pakistan’s n\Xear
I behaviour is likely to further damage the nu-
clear non-proliferation regime. The growing ev-
idence of Islamabad’s role in nuclear proliferation will
also further erode the country’s credibility in the inter-
national community. It has now been established, be-
yond doubt, that the father of Pakistan’s nuclear pro-
gramme, Mr Abdul Qadeer Khan, was directly in-
volved in proliferating nuclear technology to countries
like Iran, Libya and North Korea. These are countries
that the United States of America and its allies have
viewed as “rogues” and, in fact, Iran and North Korea
were described by Mr George W. Bush as being part of
an axis of evil. The evidence of Mr Khan's complicity
has been gathered systematically over the past few
months by the US government. Q\’N@ s

Detailed evidence included information regarding
Mr Khan'’s visits to many of these countries, his meet-
ings with nuclear black-marketeers and even details of
financial transactions. The evidence was so over-
whelming that Mr Pervez Musharraf had no choice
but to confront Mr Khan and his associates. Reports in-
dicate that Mr Khan has accepted full responsibility
for the nuclear proliferation. Given the almost legen-
dary status that Mr Khan occupies in Pakistan, it is not
surprising that Mr Musharraf has pardoned him.
There are, however, several disturbing aspects of the
episode that require sustained attention. Most impor-
tant, it is unlikely that Mr Khan could have proliferat-
ed nuclear technology without the knowledge of Pak-
istan’s army. As is well known, Pakistan’s nuclear as-
sets are under the control of the military, and it seems
improbable that the nuclear scientist could have acted
alone. If indeed Pakistan’s army was involved, and
Mr Khan’s confession is a way of shifting attention
away from the military, it should make the internation-
al community even more concerned about Islamabad’s
nuclear weapons. In any case, there are likely to be
many apprehensions about the safety and security of
Pakistan’s nuclear programme as a consequence of
this episode. Moreover, the cavalier attitude displayed
by those in charge of Pakistan’s nuclear technology is
likely to suggest that this is not a state that can be trust-
ed with weapons of mass destruction. And even while
the US and its allies may, at present, have geo-strategic
reasons to not target Mr Musharraf and the army
regime, along-term international strategy to deal with
Pakistan’s nuclear assets will need to be carefully
worked out.

India cannot and should not remain a silent specta-
tor to these events. As a first step, concrete bilateral
measures to prevent the accidental or unauthorized
use of nuclear weapons must be quickly worked out.
Proposals to set up a nuclear-risk reduction centre in
south Asia must be translated into reality. As is obvi-
ous, the International Atomic Energy Agency was not
able to prevent the transfer of technology to states that
had signed the nuclear non-proliferation treaty. Clear-
1y, the time has come to reconstruct the regime, given
the realities of contemporary international relations.
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"PoK leader calls for
ider dialogue '~

N\

By Pra )2/
NEW DELHI, FEB. 8. A prominent
opposition leader from Pakis-
tan-occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir has called for a broad
dialogue on the State’s future,
involving leaders from all its re-
gions and political groupings on
both sides of the Line of Con-
trol.

Shazia Ghulam Din, a leader
of the All Parties National Alli-
ance, a coalition fighting for
greater democracy in Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir, told The
Hindu that the current India-
Pakistan détente did not ad-
dress the problems of Jammu
and Kashmir. Although a dia-
'ogue was under way between
India and Pakistan, and be-
tween the Union Government
and the secessionist All Parties
Hurriyat Conference, large sec-
tions of opinion in Jammu and
Kashmir were unrepresented.

“We go through this dialogue
ritual every now and then,” Ms.
Ghulam Din said, “and each
time the Kashmiris get nothing.
Talks begin, then India and Pa-
kistan consult some Kashmiri
groups, and finally we are for-
gotten. Sometimes the two
countries talk to Mufti Moham-
mad Sayeed, sometimes the

APHC, sometimes  Abdul
Qayoom Khan, sometimes
someone else.”

“Our position,” she contin-

ued, “is that there is no point
talking to this group or that
group. You must speak to all.
Unless you talk to the people of
Gilgit and Baltistan, and to our

Hindu, Sikh and Buddhist
brothers, how will dialogue be
meaningful?” Ms. Ghulam Din
said such a dialogue needed to
be international in character,
and premised on the recogni-
tion of the unity of all of Jammu
and Kashmir.

APNA is spearheading an un-
der-reported but influential in-
dependence movement in
Pakistani-held Kashmir. For the
past two years, it has led a mass
struggle against Pakistani rule
and for the reunification of Jam-
mu and Kashmir. APNA has es-
tablished a  considerable
presence in areas such as Gilgit
and Baltistan, where peoples
long denied democracy are
starting to revolt.

Unsurprisingly, APNA’s na-
tionalist position has brought it
into direct confrontation with
the Pakistani establishment. In
2002, for example, APNA leaders
opposed plans to expand the
Mangla dam, which feeds Pun-
jab’s canal system. APNA said
the dam work would result in
the settlement of non-Kashmi-
ris in the Mirpur area of Pakis-
tan-occupied Kashmir. APNA
leaders argued that the resettle-
ment plans violated pre-1947
State subject regulations, which
give only permanent residents
of Jammu and Kashmir the right
to own property in the State.

Like most APNA leaders, she
made no secret of her hostility
to armed groups operating in
Jammu and Kashmir, particu-
larly the ethnic Punjabi-dom-
inated organisations of the
Islamist far-right. “I want to say

e

this is no Jihad, and no one who
understand religion will de-
scribe it as one” she asserted. “It
is a carefully planned fraud per-
petrated on the people. While
we accept indigenous militant
groups from within Indian-oc-
cupied Kashmir, “we condemn
the foreigners who have come:
to fight on our soil.”

Ms. Ghulam Din is the
daughter of Mohammad Magq-
bool Butt, one of the icons of the
armed secessionist movement
in Jammu and Kashmir. Mr.
Butt was hanged for his role in
terrorist activity after the assas-
sination of an Indian diplomat,
Ravindra Mhatre. Ms. Ghulam.
Din herself was a member of the
Jammu and Kashmir Liberation
Front, but later chose to re-
nounce violence. APNA rejects
violence, and is committed to
democratic mass struggle.

Although she had come to In-'
dia to attend the recent World
Social Forum meeting in Mum-
bai, official sources said her visit
indicated New Delhi’s increas-
ing willingness to allow contact
between Kashmiris on both
sides of LoC. In recent weeks,
Kashmiris in the frontier villag-
es along the Neelam river have
been gathering along its banks
to shout out greetings to rela-
tives and pass mail.

Ms. Ghulam Din's remarks
suggest leaders in PoK sense the
possibility of an India-Pakistan
deal on Jammu and Kashmir,
and hope to use the opportunity
to secure autonomy for their re-
gions and some degree of open
movement across borders.

[



‘Pakistan has been treating the world to a soap opera’

The buck stopped here

e V.,
Korea. However, some non-pro-
liferation experts believe the
transfer of nuclear technology
from Pakistan may have in-
volved both state-sponsored as
well as personal initiatives of
scientists. “The technology

. — —
...while Abdul Qadeer Khan took e e o d (730 1)
the blame for selling Pakistan’s | 2 5347 (20,5 dfuw‘”’}bg/: j( U

nuclear secrets. IMTIAZ GUL in

Islamabad and G.S. MUDUR in

New Delhi report on the scandal

that reeks of a hasty cover-up

or the second
time in over
three decades,
Shamsunnisa
found herself in
agony, sundered
from her son on
the day of Id.
The first time, 32 years ago,
Major Islam ul Haq was a pris-
oner of war, a captive of the In-
dian army. Last week, Islam,
principal staff officer to now
discredited Pakistani nuclear
scientist Abdul Qadeer Khan,
was again in custody, held by
the Pakistani army. And 76-
year-old Shamsunnisa was in
distress.

“We've been betrayed by our
own,” said Hussam ul Hagq,
Islam’s brother. “This is how
our national heroes are treat-
ed.” Islam is among seven scien-
tists and four other officials the
Pakistani government has de-
tained for leaking to Iran, Libya
and North Korea, blueprints for
technologies that could have
helped those countries build
nuclear weapons. .

Khan's confession notwith-
standing, the families of the of-
ficials in custody say they are
victims of a carefully-contrived
farce designed to stop the buck
from travelling to the ‘generals’.
It was a climactic 40-minute
meeting that brought the cur-
tain down on the first act of an
action-packed drama that
began on November 27, when
Mohammad Faroogq, the first of
11 scientists still in detention,
was picked up by intelligence
sleuths.

The meeting between Pak-
istan President Pervez Mushar-
raf and Qadeer Khan, in house
arrest since January 28, was fol-
lowed by an admission of guilt
by the man once known as the
father of the Islamic bomb. And
along with that, rather conve-
niently, came a mercy petition
which the federal cabinet ac-
cepted.

On Thursday, the President
pardoned Khan. But not every-
body is convinced that it’s all
over. “We have yet to determine
under what circumstances he
confessed and sought a re-
prieve,” says Pakistan Peoples
Party chief Amin Faheem.
“The whole affair is suspect.”

For many in and outside
Pakistan, the episode reeks of a
cover-up. For many questions
that the arrests led to are still to
be answered. Would Khan and
his men have leaked nuclear se-
crets to friendly nations with-
out the knowledge of the gov-
ernment and the army? And
was the President in the know?

“Pakistan has been treating
the world to a soap opera,” says
Subash Kapila, an internation-
alrelations and strategic affairs
consultant with the South Asia
Analysis Group (SAAG), an In-
dian non-government think-
tank. “Pakistan’s non-prolifera-
tion activities are the world’s
worst-kept secret.”

Analysts familiar with Pak-
istan’s secret deals say the accu-
sations against Khan and the
other nuclear scientists, Khan’s
confession, as well as the public
pardon are all part of an elabo-
rate charade.

“Individuals could not have
done this without a wink and a
nod,” says K. Santhanam, direc-
tor of the Institute of Defence
Studies and Analysis, New
Delhi. Analysts say that more
than anyone else in the Pak-
istani military hierarchy,
Musharraf himself should be
accountable at least for the
deals with North Korea. The
agreement for cooperation in
missile technology was fi-
nalised during a visit by Be-
nazir Bhutto to North Korea in
the early 1990s.

Musharraf, who was then di-
rector general of military oper-
ations, was responsible for co-
ordinating the project.
“Musharraf and Khan made

many secret visits to North
Korea on this project, together
and independently,” claims
Bahukutumbi Raman, former
additional secretary with
India’s Research and Analysis
Wing. In a paper published by
SAAG, Raman says Pakistan
initially paid for North Korea’s
missiles and related technology
with dollars and wheat pur-
chased from the US and Aus-
tralia.

hrough the 1990s, says

Raman, the missile

deal between Pakistan

and North Korea was
coordinated by the Joint Intelli-
gence Miscellaneous, or JIM, a
division of Pakistan’s Inter Ser-
vices Intelligence (IST).

“The supplementary agree-
ment to help North Korea in de-
veloping a military nuclear ca-
pability was reached after
Musharraf assumed power in
1999,” Raman maintains.

Pakistan began its nuclear
quest in 1955 when the Pakistan
Atomic Energy Commission
(PAEC) was set up, ostensibly to
promote the peaceful use of
atomic energy. Its first nuclear
station — the Karachi Nuclear
Power Plant — was installed
with Canadian help after 17
years. The nuclear one-upman-
ship in the subcontinent flared
up with India’s Pokhran blast
— which prompted former
prime minister Z.A. Bhutto to
pledge that Pakistan would “eat
grass”, if necessary, to develop
its own nuclear weapons. He
handed over the job to Khan,
who had returned to Pakistan
from Holland for research.

Work went on for some years
at the Kahuta Research Labora-
tories (KRL), set up near Islam-
abad to establish a uranium en-
richment plant. But the suspi-
cion that Khan's efforts were

“There is no chance that
Khan and the others could have
engaged in transfer of nuclear
technology to foreign countries
without the knowledge and ap-
proval of the government,”
says Frank J. Gaffney, president
of the Centre for Security Poli-
cy, Washington DC.

“The Pakistani military was
responsible for the programmie,
it was an authoritarian regime,
and the technology transfers
were part and parcel of foreign
policy, not pure commercial
transactions,” Gaffney told The
Telegraph. The scientists at

The grand mogul

The Bomb wasn’t the only passion in Abdul Qadeer Khan’s

life. He was also a successful hotelier, a collector of vin-
tage cars, and a magnanimous philanthrope. He lived in a heav-
ily-guarded palatial bungalow in Islamabad with vintage cars
from the early 1900s lining his porch. Once when he planned a
holiday, he imported a US$400,000 Teflon tent from Florida and
he gifted BMWs and bungalows to his daughters.

His gift to his Dutch wife, Hendrina, was a hotel in Timbuc-

education.

too in Mali, which he named after her. A fellow-
scientist and right-hand man of Khan re-
portedly told Pakistani investigators that
he had overseen the transfer of carved
wooden furniture from Islamabad to
Timbuctoo in a Pakistani Air Force C
130 transport plane. And he spent Rs
50 million on a media campaign to pro-
mote himself as the ‘tather’ of the Pak-
istani nuclear bomb.

Khan also had an altruistic streak. He
donated hundreds of computers to pri-
vate and government schools, supported
schools and medical clinics in Islamabad’s
suburbs, and funded institutes of higher

Khan once heard that the hall of the Faisal
Mosque near his house was unbearably hot in
the summers. A single phone call by Khan and
»_ Karachi businessmen installed an aircondi-
tioning plant in the giant mosque.
Another phone call, and the Islam-
abad municipality agreed to foot the
mosque’s additional electricity bill.

— By Imtiaz Gul

aimed at an Islamic nuclear
bomb — a reference to the coun-
try’s close ties with other Mus-
lim states — refused to die.

Now as events unfurl in Pak-
istan, its role in helping other
nations in their nuclear ambi-
tions can no longer be denied.
Yet, experts stress that this was
an operation that would have
been planned right at the top.
Security experts point out that
the military and intelligence se-
curity system that was in place
at the KRL would have preclud-
ed individual scientists from
leaking technological secrets
on their own.

the KRL are kept under tight
surveillance by the army and
the intelligence agency both
within Pakistan and during
their visits abroad.

For Pakistan, ironically, it
was the very countries it was se-
cretly feeding knowhow for nu-
clear weapons, that squealed.
Iran is a signatory to the Nu-
clear Nonproliferation Treaty
and thus has to open its doors to
periodic inspections of its nu-
clear materials inventory. Satel-
lite pictures may have alerted
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) inspectors
about a site named Natanz, 100

km south of Tehran, where
Iran was erecting a facility to
make weapons-grade uranium.

ran had initially denied

any illegitimate nuclear

research activity there.

But last September, IAEA
inspectors visited Natanz and
detected samples of enriched
uranium-— a material that may
be processed to make bombs.

In a letter couriered to the
IAEA in October 2003, the head
of Tran’s atomic energy organi-
sation acknowledged that Iran
had been trying to develop facil-
ities for weapons-grade urani-
um for 18 vears with foreign aid
The designs of machines callec
centrifuges were identical t
those in Pakistan, which then:
selves are derived from design:
that Khan had allegedly stoler
from The Netherlands in th:
1970s.

In December, Libya sprun
another surprise, coming clea;
on its own nuclear ambitions
Seif el Islam, the son of Libya:
ruler Muammar Gaddafi, ider
tified Pakistan as its leading m
clear supplier for which Liby
had spent US $ 40 million, mos
of the money going to Pakistar
The disclosures by Iran an
Libya forced Musharraf to a:
knowledge that individual sc
entists may have been leakin
secrets on their own.

After pardoning Khar
Musharraf again claimed th:
no Pakistani government c
army has ever been involved i
nuclear proliferation. He a
serted there is no evidence (
the involvement of forme
army chiefs Aslam Beg and J
hangir Karamat in the illeg:
nuclear technology transfer.

Besides Khan and Islan
Pakistani investigators hav
also picked up 54-year-old me¢
chanical engineer Mohamma
Farooq, 66-year-old civil eng.
neer Shijawal Malik, an
others.

The families have ridicule
charges that scientists wert
leaking nuclear technologie:
for money. “We’re middle-class
families. We don’t have fancy
cars, giant bungalows, and we
don’t holiday abroad,” says a
family member of one of the ar-
rested scientists. Friends de-
scribe how Farooq’s extended
family of 17 members live to-
gether in a four-bedroom house.

Although the current con-
troversy erupted after the re-
cent disclosures by Iran and
Libya, international strategic
analysts have long known about
Pakistan’s transfer of nuclear
weapons technologies to these
two countries and to North

THE TELE®..\l'H

transfer to North Korea had to
be state-approved because the
payment was missiles,” says
Leonard Spector, deputy direc-
tor of the Centre for Nonprolif-
eration Studies at the Monterey
Institute of International Stud-

ies, Washington DC.

“But the technology trans-
fers to Iran and Libya are more
ambiguous and may have in-
volved some self-enrichment,”
Spector told The Telegraph.

Analysts say Washington
would be aware of the role the
government played in the trans-
fers, but has for now decided to
back Musharraf. “The adminis-
tration is guiet probably be-
cause it feels Musharraf isina
very difficult situation, and he
is a valued ally in the war
against  terrorism,”  says
Gaffney.

“The US is attempting to ar-
rive at a practical solution to a
very difficult problem,” adds
Spector. “The goal is to ensure
that the Pakistani government
no longer supports this kind of
activity. But it is important to
maintain stability in Pakistan.”

The truth about the Pak-
istan establishment’srole in the
transfers may never emerge,
unless some of the arrested sci-
entists decide to speak out.
When he was allowed to meet
with family members for a
short while on Id last week, Shi-
jawal Malik told an intelligence
officer: “Nothing I've done will
ever put my children to shame.”

(With inputs from
Varuna Verma)
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“Nuclear noose round Pakistan’s neck

HIRTY YEARS ago, fearful of

India’s newly acquired nucle-

ar weapons, Pakistan set out

on its own quest to become a
nuclear weapons state. Lacking a
strong technological base, it secretly
searched the world’s industrialised
countries for what was needed. Few
could have imagined then that the
move from buyer to seller of the
world’s deadliest technology would
be so swift.

But spectacular revelations begin-
ning late last year by Iran, and later
Libya, have forced Pakistan’s Presi-
dent, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, to
launch an investigation of Pakistani
involvement in secret transfers of vi-
tal nuclear weapons information and
equipment to Iran, North Korea and
Libya. Musharraf has conceded the
existence of “an underworld of peo-
ple” in Pakistan who, out of “personal
greed,” could have sold nuclear
secrets.

The figure at the centre of the crisis
is Dr. A.Q. Khan, Pakistan’s most cel-
ebrated bomb maker and a national
hero, who was fired last Saturday
from his job as science adviser to Pa-
kistan’s Prime Minister. In his hey-
day, Khan was accustomed to
adulation and worship. His procure-
ment, by whatever means, of secret
centrifyge designs from a Dutch con-
sortium in the mid-1970s was critical
to Pakistan’s successful nuclearisa-
tion. With unlimited government re-
sources at his disposal, and free of
auditing restrictions, Khan, a metal-
lurgist who is often wrongly referred
to as a nuclear scientist, managed to
purchase restricted items, which
companies in Europe and the United
States were willing to sell for the right
price, no questions asked. In the
process, Khan became a wealthy
man. Today, he and several close as-
sociates find that the laws of powerful
nations cannot be spurned as easily
as those of the state they have
claimed to defend. Forced by the in-
ternational community (read: the
United States), Pakistan has put Khan
and his cohorts on notice. Inspec-
tions of Iran’s nuclear facilities by the
International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) revealed centrifuges and trac-
es of highly enriched uranium, and
Iran pinpointed Pakistan as the
source. A British expert who recently
accompanied agency inspectors into
Iran identified Iranian centrifuges as
being identical to the Dutch design
that Khan secretly obtained.

And yet it is unlikely that Khan will
be convicted in a Pakistani court, be-
‘cause that would involve a head-on
collision with the country’s religious
parties and with a public that has
been led to believe that Khan's devel-
opment of the bomb guaranteed Pa-

By Pervez Hoodbhoy

Pakistan will have to put its nuclear house in
order with strict and complete accountability,
regardless of rank or reputation.

kistan’s security. [Gen. Musharraf has
since pardoned Dr. Khan.]

While the IAEA and U.S. intelli-
gence may claim credit for having
discovered the fountain of nuclear
proliferation, Khan widely and open-
ly advertised his wares over the past
decade. Every year — including 2003,
when the proliferation controversy
was already hot — Islamabad was fes-
tooned with colourful banners adver-
tising international workshops on
“Vibrations In Rapidly Rotating Ma-
chinery” and “Advanced Materials,”
sponsored by the Dr. A.Q. Khan Re-
search Laboratories (also known as
the Kahuta Laboratories), Pakistan’s
key uranium enrichment facility.

Over the years, Khan and his col-
laborators also published a number
of papers on issues regarding the
technical means for enabling centri-
fuge rotors to spin at supersonic
speeds without disintegrating, which
is essential for making bomb-grade
uranium. They could scarcely have
been more blatant. But to make abso-
lutely certain, Kahuta issued glossy
brochures that were aimed at classi-
fied organisations but were easily ob-
tained on the Kahuta website.

But Khan’s nuclear bravado was of
little concern to any of Pakistan’s
governments, civil or military. In-
deed, since May 1998, when the
country conducted several under-
ground nuclear tests, Pakistan has
flaunted its nuclear status in a man-
ner wholly different from the world'’s
other nuclear-armed countries. Nu-
clear nationalism was the order of the
day as governments vigorously pro-
moted the bomb as the symbol of Pa-
kistan’s high scientific achievement,
national determination and self-re-
spect, and as the harbinger of a new
Muslim era. Publicly funded nuclear
shrines still litter the country. One, a
fibreglass model of the nuclear-blast-
ed Chaghai mountain, stands at the
entrance to Islamabad, bathed at
night in a garish, orange light. Pakis-
tan’s political parties, secular and Is-
lamic, rushed to claim ownership
after the nuclear tests; elites and the
masses all saw in the bomb a sign that
Pakistan could succeed at something.
With great pomp and ceremony, the
bomb makers were turned into na-
tional heroes.

With international outrage over its
proliferation growing, the bomb
threatens to become a noose around
Pakistan’s neck. For Musharraf’s gov-
ernment, Khan’s mega-ton ego and
his escapades over the past decade
and a half are now a nightmare. Even
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as the Iranian revelation catapulted
Pakistan to the forefront of the
world’s attention, Khan threw down
the gauntlet last month by declaring
in a television interview: “Who made
the atom bomb? I made it. Who made
the missiles? I made them for you.”
Responding to calls by the Islamic
parties to defend the bomb makers,
thousands have taken to the streets of
Pakistani cities to protest investiga-
tions into the activities of Khan and
others. Qazi Hussain Ahmad, leader
of the Jamaat-e-Islami, called for
Khan's exoneration even if he “has
made millions of dollars, because he
has saved Pakistan.”

The investigation is likely to raise
more issues than it settles. While
Musharraf has said that “There is no
such evidence that any government
personality or military personality
was involved,” this attempt to ascribe
all wrongdoing to a few greedy indi-
vidual scientists will find few takers.
Nor should it.

Since its inception, Pakistan’s nu-
clear programme has been squarely
under army supervision. A multi-
tiered security system was headed by
a lieutenant general (now, two) with
all nuclear installations and person-
nel kept under the tightest possible
surveillance. Diplomatic immunity
was insufficient to prevéent a physical
roughing up of the French ambassa-
dor to Pakistan some years ago when
he journeyed to a point several miles
from the enrichment facility. Kahuta
was considered sensitive to the point
that Benazir Bhutto, the former Prime
Minister, claims that even while in of-
fice she could not receive clearance to
visit the labs. In such an extreme se-
curity environment, it would be
amazing to miss the travel abroad of
senior scientists, engineers and ad-
ministrators, their meetings with for-
eign nationals, and the transport and
transfer of classified technical docu-
ments and components, if not whole
centrifuges.

While individual gain may have
been part of the motivation, the sub-
stantial cause lies elsewhere. From
the inception of the bomb pro-
gramme, Pakistan's establishment
has sought to turn its nuclear ambi-
tions and success into larger gains.
For one, it wanted (and gained) the
support of hundreds of millions of
Muslims the world over by claiming
to provide a Muslim success story.
(That this involved replicating a 60-
year-old. technology for mass de-
struction.is a sad commentary on the
state of the Muslim world.) For an-

(D g0

other, it enabled Pakista?l enjoy
considerable financial and political
benefits from oil-rich Arab countries.
Among others, Libya reportedly
bankrolled Pakistan and may even
have supplied raw uranium. After Pa-
kistan’s nuclear tests six years ago,
the Saudi government gave an unan-
nounced gift of $4 billion worth of oil
spread over five years to tide Pakistan
over during its difficulties caused by
international sanctions.

The transfers to North Korea are
more prosaic. Having developed the
bomb, Pakistan needed missiles to
deliver them. North Korea was willing
to supply them, for a price. Like the
Dutch centrifuges, all Kahuta had to
do was put them together and stick a
star and crescent on them.

These deals and transfers of tech-
nology apparently took place from
about 1987 until 1995. Musharraf is
reported to have given Secretary of
State Colin L. Powell his “four
hundred percent assurance” that no
such interchange is taking place now.
This may be enough for now, given
Musharraf’s solid support for U.S.
moves against Al-Qaeda.

Whether moved by money or faith,
Pakistan’s bomb makers, like the
bomb itself, have seriously compro-
mised the country’s international
standing and security. Two years ago,
it was scientists from the Pakistan
Atomic Energy Commission who, in a
fit of Islamic solidarity, went to Af-
ghanistan and met with Osama bin
Laden and the Taliban. It is hard to
believe they were the only ones so
inclined.

Pakistan will have to put its nuclear
house in order. Anything less than
strict and complete accountability,
regardless of rank or reputation, will
leave the door open for those who
may wish to try their luck, or in whom
the fire of faith burns brighter. My
country’s loose nukes underscore a
global danger that may already be out
of control.

Nuclear secrets will keep leaking as
long as the bomb has value as a cur-
rency of power and prestige. Human-
ity’s best chance of survival lies in
creating taboos against nuclear
weapons, much as those that already
exist for chemical and biological
weapons, and to work rapidly toward
their global elimination. To do away
with the bomb, bomb technology and
the menace of their proliferation will
require the United States, as the
world’s only superpower, to take the
lead by reducing its own nuclear arse-
nal, as well as dealing with all prolif-
erators, including its ally Israel, at the
same level.

(Dr. Pervez Hoodbhoy is Professor
of Nuclear Physics at Quaid-e-Azam
University in Islamabad.

E-mail: hoodbhoy@isb.pol.com.pk)
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President Pervez Musharraf (right) with the founder of Pakistan’s nuclear prograymme
Abdul Qadeer Khan in Rawalpindi. (AFP)

IMTIAZ GUL

Islamabad, Feb. 4: Pakistan’s
top scientist Abdul Qadeer Khan
made a dramatic personal apolo-

gy today for leaking nuclear se-
crets, the latest twist in a prolif-
eration scandal streiching from
Libya to North Korea.

During the rare 40-minute
meeting with Musharraf, Khan
also submitted a petition of
mercy and requested clemency
in view of his services to the na-
tion, an official statement said.

“The nuclear scientist took
responsibility for pilferages that
took place when he was in
charge of the Kahuta Research
Laboratories (KRL) until his re-
tirement in 2001,” the statement,
which was issued after the meet-
ing, said.

Later, in a televised state-
ment Khan said: “It is with deep-
est sense of sorrow, anguish and
regret that I have chosen to ap-
pear before you in order to atone
for some of the anguish and pain
that has been suffered by the peo-
ple of Pakistan onaccount of the
extremely unfortunate events of

the last twi months “The inves-
tigation has established that
many of the reported activities
(by several Pakistanis pointed
out by the International Atomic
Energy Agency-1AEA) did occur
and the deals were inevitably ini-
tiated at my behest,” he said.

Qadeer Khan said during the
course of the investigation, he
voluntarily admitted that much
of the reported activities were
true “for which [ offer my deep-
est regrets and ungualified
apologies to a traumatised na-
tion.”

“It pains me to realise that

my entire life’s achievements of .

providing foolproof security to
my nation could have been
placed in serious jeopardy on ac-
count of my activities which
were based in good faith but on
errors of judgment related to
unauthorised proliferation ac-
tivities,” he said.

“] also wish to clarify that
there was never ever any kind of
authorisation for these activities
by the government. I take full re-
gponsibility for my actions,” the
silver-haired scientist added,

speaking in Enghsh Khan alsu
took full responsibility for hisac-
tions and sought pardon for
causing so much trauma to the
nation since Novemnber, last year.
An official statement earlier had
said that Khan had realised that
his activities, which were in
clear violation of various Pak-
istani laws, could have seriously
jeopardised Pakistan’s nuclear
capabilities and put the nation at
risk.

Musharraf also convened a
meeting of the National Com-
mand Authority (NCA), which

was in session till the filing of

this report, to take a final deci-
sion on Khan’s mercy petition.
The decision on Saturday last
week to remove Khan from his
post as the adviser to the Prime
n1ster on strategic affairs was
\ 0 Ky durmg an NCA meet-
~ 0)% ~ntly, the nuclear
\ was placed under house

arrest. Khan's meeting with the
President and the request for
cleinency, however, triggered an
adverse reaction by Oppasition
parties.

“We have yet to determine as
to whether and under what cir-
cumstances Qadeer Khan made
confessions and sought reprieve.
The whole affair is suspect.”
Amin Faheem, chief of former
Prime Minister Benazir Bhut-
to's Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP), said. “The government
must place the whole issue in
parliament,” he demanded.

Families of four detained
KRL officials also rejected
Knan's reported requests for
clemency and the TV statement.

“These statements have been
exiracted under duress, we sim-
ply do not accept them,” said
Aisaimul Hag, the younger broth-
er of Islamul Hag, one of Khan’s
aides who is still in custody.

seeks v Musharraf pardon

“If the government is right, it
must allow Qadeer Khan to ap-
pear on an independent and live
media forum to explain the situ-
ation.” Shafiq, wife of another
official demanded. The Islamic
Opposition pounced on the gov-
ernment’s treatment of Khan,
saying he had been treated as a
scapegoat and had only been
hounded by the authorities be-
cause of pressure from the US.

“I don’t think people like A.Q.
Khan should be tried. He is a na-
tional hero. He has developed the
(nuclear) programme,” said
Qazi Hussain Ahmed.

Pakistan originally denied
its nuclear secrets and technolo-
gy had been leaked, either offi-
cially or by individuals. But it
launched a probe in November
after the IAEA provided evi-
dence pointing to Pakistan’s in-
volvement in Iran’s nuclear pro-
grammne.
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Islamabad: Opposition parties were
on Sunday furious at the govern-
ment’s sacking of Pakistan’s top nu-
clear scientist amid a probe into sus-
pected »iclear technology sales, say-
ing: « an insult and could jeop-
ardise . . -tional security. The govern-
ment sacked Abdul Qadir Khan on
Saturday, architect of Pakistan’s nu-
clear programme, as an adviser to
“facilitate” the investigation into
the suspected sale of nuclear know-
how to Iran and Libya.

The decision, which came after a
meeting of the country’s political
and military leaders chaired by
President Pervez Musharraf,
shocked a nation accustomed to
revering Dr. Khan as a hero. “It is the
ultimate insult to the people of Pak-
istan,” senator Saadia Abbasi of ex-
iled premier Nawaz Sharif.s secular
Pakistan Muslim League said.

Pakistan came out of nuclear clos-
et during Sharif’s rule in May 1998

?-.——
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A Pakistani youth member of
Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal (MMA)
shouts slogans as he carries a

placard depicting a caricature of

President Pervez Musharraf and a

nuclear missile in Karachi on Friday

sacking of nuclear hero!

by conducting nuclear tests. \*The
entire nation feels humiliated Yover
the treatment being meted out'to a
national hero by the government,”
Mr Abbasi said. “There is a grave
sense of loss personally and as a na-
tion we feel that our backbone has
been broken.” Leader of six-party Is-
lamist alliance Muttahida Majlis-e-
Amal (MMA) Mian Muhammad
Aslam said: “It is an attempt to make
Pakistan practically insecure. MMA
will raise this matter in parliament
and also launch public protest to
compel government to reverse dis-
graceful actions against our nation-
al heroes.” Mr Aslam said, “US and
the Western countries are too un-
comfortable to see an Islamic coun-
try having nuclear capability. The
present government lacks courage
to stand up against external pres-
sures, that is why it is acting against
our national heroes and jeopardis-
ing the security of the country.”
Meanwhile, mystery shrouds the
whereabouts of Dr. Khan. Media re-
ports said here on Sunday that con-

i fusion prevailed over the where-

)L

abouts of the ‘father of the nuclear
bomb’. A Pakistani newspaper,
which managed to speak to him
briefly, said Dr. Khan declined to
comment on reports of his arrest. “I
hayve left my matter to God,” he re-

- portedly told the newspaper. When

asked about his condition, he said “I
am all right and thankful to all my
sympathisers.”

The report said it was not known
whether Dr. Khan was kept under
house arrest. The government said
last night that security around him
has been tightened. Pakistan’s de-
fence spokesman Maj. Gen. Shoukat
Sultan told the local media that Dr.
Khan was not under arrest but secu-
rity had been beefed up around his
residence. Agencies




Nu}e sca%er
I ,
“on Pak seven

Islamabad, Feb. 1 (Reuters):
Pakistan’s investigation into the
sale of nuclear weapons technol-
0gy to Iran and Libya has nar-
rowed down to seven suspects,
including top scientist Abdul
Qadeer Khan who has been
sacked as government adviser,
officials said today.

Revered as the father of the
country’s and the Islamic
world’s atomic bomb, Khan's re-
moval as adviser to the Prime
Minister is a sensitive issue.
Pakistan developed nuclear
weapons from the 1970s in resp-
onse to India’s programme.

President Pervez Musharraf,
who has promised to punish any-
one who leaked nuclear weapons
secrets abroad, has yet to decide
whether Khan and others will be
putontrial.

“That decision will be taken
only when the investigation is
complete,” Major-General Shau-
kat Sultan, Pakistan’s military
spokesman, said.

“If during the the investiga-
tion anyone is found out, that
person will be looked into. No
one is above the law.” He said the
investigation would be wound
up after the Muslim holiday of 1d
al-Adha, which ends in Pakistan
on Wednesday.

Details of Khan’s large per-
sonal fortune and extravagant
lifestyle have been reported in
the local press, but many refuse
to blame the 69-year-old, saying

he was acting at the behest of the
military which was desperate to
develop an atomic bomb,

Whether the net will widen to
include senior military and in-
telligence officials, who western
diplomats say must have known
about Khan's dealings abroad,
remains to be seen.

Sultan said there were two re-
tired brigadiers among the seven
suspects.

A report in The News daily
that suggested Khan'’s business
interests stretched to Africa also
questioned the role of retired
General Mirza Aslam Beg, head
of the army from 1988 to 1991,
who is not under investigation.

It said Beg had denied two
successive Prime Ministers —
Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz
Sharif — access to the Khan Re-
search Laboratories uranium
enrichment plant near Islam-
abad. Beg has denied any wrong-
doing. ’

Pervez address

Pakistan President Pervez Mus-
harraf will address the nation
after the Id holidays to explain
the need to crack down against
Khan and other scientists for al-
legedly proliferating nuclear
technology to Iran and Libya, of-
ficial media reported today.

The government was under
pressure from the Opposition
and Islamist parties not to take
action against Khan.
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¢ he politics of the possible in Pakistan
Only the very naive will be taken in by the story of how

Islamabad came to be the world’s champion
proliferator of nuclear weapons — that individual
scientists succumbed to the lure of filthy lucre and
exchanged knowhow. for property and bank balances. To
Pakistani investigators it might be an “open and shut” case,
but they can reveal only as much as their bosses will allow
them to reveal. Pakistan’s nuclear programme is run
neither by its scientists; nor, post-Zulfikar Bhutto, does the
political establishment have much to do with it. Its reins
are firmly in the hands of the military, and it is
inconceivable that neither the military nor the ubiquitous
ISI had an inkling of what was going on under their noses
even as Abdul Qadeer Khan, the “father” of Pakistan’s
nuclear programme, travelled frequently to Iran and
North Korea.

The truth, rather, is that the military-is untouchable in
Pervez Musharraf-country — look at the manner in which
military personnel have been kept out of the purview of
the National Accountability Bureau whose brief appears to
be to go after as many civilian politicians as it can get.
Musharraf would only have to touch the real decision-
makers on proliferation — presuming he is not one of their
number himself — and poof, there would go his power
base. As it is, he will become vulnerable when he steps
down from his present position of chief of army staff, as he
has promised to by the end of this year. On the other hand,
Washington is breathing down his neck for nuclear
dealings with almost all those it has designated rogue
states. The solution: offer up Khan as a convenient
scapegoat.

Actually, even this solution may not be easy to
implement. Khan has been the key man responsible for
Pakistan’s nuclear programme ever since he stole
centrifuge designs from the Dutch firm Urenco in the
1970s. He remained head of Khan Research Laboratories
in Kahuta till only two years ago, a fallout of 9/11 as the
Americans were suspicious about his Al Qaeda links. His
role as architect of Pakistan’s nuclear programme has
earned him the status of a national hero. Turning him into
a villain overnight leaves a bad taste in the mouth,
particularly as any trial of him will have to be a closed one
— he would spill too many secrets otherwise.

The axe may therefore not fall on Khan but some of his
deputies, while he may be asked to live out his days in
retirement. But Washington has launched its own
independent investigations, and whether such a
denouement will satisfy it remains to be seen. Actually
even Washington is responsible as it had winked a
grandfatherly eye during the 1980s, while Islamabad went
merrily about illegally acquiring nuclear equipment from
abroad. Those were, of course, the heady days of the
Afghan jehad against the Suviets, and the Reagan
administration gave Islamabad a break from the
Symington amendment, which stipulated cutting off all aid
to any country acquiring nuclear technology from abroad,
This window of apportunity proved crucial in the setting
up of Islamabad’s nuclear weapons programme. But
superpowers have the luxury of overlooking their own
warts while pointing the finger of blame at others,

Islamabad, on the contrary, may not get out of this
unscathed.
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BOYCOTT KHAN, SAYS GOVT
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ISLAMABAD, Jan, 25. —
Investigators have traced
the foreign bank accounts
of two senior Pakistani
nuclear scientists, who
allegedly received money
for passing nuclear tech-
nology to Iran. In another
development, the govern-
ment has ordered all min-
istries and departments
not to invite Dr AQ Khan,
the father of the country’s
atomic bomb, to any offi-
cial function.

The foreign bank acc-
ounts in which the pro-
ceeds from the transfer of
some nuclear technology to
Iran have been deposited
were traced back to at least
two senior nuclear scien-
tists, unnamed officials
were quoted as saying by
the local daily the News
today. These accounts were
being operated through a
Dubai-based bank, which
has already provided the
required information to
Pakistani authorities.

“It is an open and shut
case. Their foreign bank
accounts swelled by mil-
lions of doilars as the sen-
sitive information and
some hardware reached
Iran,” one official said.

For investigation and
security reasons, the gov-
ernment sources have not
revealed the names of the
scientists involved in the
deal. Yesterday, the same
newspaper hinted at Dr
Khan and his close associ-
ate Dr M Faroog.

The government has
also instructed all min-
istries and departments
not to invite Dr Khan to

citists’

‘ ML@
foun

ers todey rllec i support
of the Paklstani scientists
being detained for alieged

threatsnsd t nisea
peaple’s march to the Capi-
tal f they were notfreed.
Acting chief of MMA, Qazi
Hussein Ahmed, demanded
+in Rawalpindi that the-
government immediately.
releade all nuclea
scientists, — PT|
any official function, the
newspaper said.

The decision to allow Dr
Khan to continue as an
adviser to the Prime Mini-
ster on Scientific Affairs
would be taken by Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf who
returned from Davos today
after attending the World
Economic Forum.

The Iranian authorities
have already confirmed
that the foreign bank
accounts were being con-
trolled by  Pakistani
nuclear scientists, the pa-
per said. It was also dis-
covered that Dubai-based
undercover companies us-
ed by Khan Research
Laboratories to procure
equipment was being ope-
rated by a close relative of
a top nuclear scientist,
Musharraf returns: Gen.
Musharraf today returned
home after a week-long
visit to Turkey and Davos in
Switzerland where he
attended the World Eco-
nomic Forum. He also met
the US Vice-President.

.
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Davoy (Switzerland): Pakistan’s
President General Pervez Musharraf
acknowledged on Friday that scien-
tists from his country appeared to
have sold nuclear designs to other na-
tions probably “for personal financiai
gain”, He denied that the Pakistan
government knew of any sales at the
time but vowed that suspects would be
dealt with “as anti-state elements”.

General Musharraf’s statement at a
global economic forum here came af-
ter weeks of delicate efforts to force
Pakistan to deal with the scientists, ac-
cording to diplomats and American of-
ficials.

Technical documents recently ob-
tained from Libya on its nuclear pro-
gramme, as well as documents relat-
ing to Iran’s nuclear activities, under-
cut years of Pakistani denials and ap-
peared to force General Musharraf’s
hand, diplomats and American offi-
cials said.

The documents “have created a situ-
ation in which the denials no longer
hold up,” one senior American official
said.

General Musharraf met several
times in recent weeks with Abdul
Qadeer Khan, the father of the Pak-
istani atomic bomb, who is revered in
the country as a national hero, the of-
ficials said.

A number of scientists closely tied
to Dr Khan have been detained for

Investigators point” \\
finger at Khan, Farooq

Washington: Pakistani investi
gators have concluded that at
least two of the country’s top nu-
clear scientists—Abdul Qadeer
Khan and Mohammed Farooq, a
manager of the premier nuclear
weapons laboratory named after
Khan—gave unauthorised techni-
cal assistance to Iran’s nuclear
weapons programme in the late
1980s, the Washington Post re-
ported on Saturday.

Khan and other Pakistani sci-
entists allegedly provided help to
build nuclear weapons under a se-
cret agreement between Pakistan
and Iran that was supposed to be
limited to the sharing of peaceful
nuclear technology, Pakitani offi-
cials told the Washington Post on
condition of anonymity. e

questioning. There have already been
protests in Islamabad over the deten-
tions, and some European and Ameri-
can officials said that General
Musharraf seemed to be preparing for
arrests or other legal actions.
Starting in late December, Pakistani
government officials began backing
away from their vigorous denials that

!
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its cientists sold Nf-‘datq_

their scientists had provided
help to several aspiring nuclear
including Iran and North Korea. '
on Friday, General Musharraf went
further. “Well, I would not like to pre-
dict,” he said in an interview with
CNN, “but it appears that some indi-
viduals, as I said, were involved for
personal financial gain.”

General Musharraf continued to in-
sist that the government was not in-
volved in the sales, portraying the ac-
tions as the efforts of corrupt scien-
tists. American officials, however, are
clearly skeptical of these claims.

A senior European diplomat who
has reviewed much of the evidence
said that “it stretches credulity that
proliferation on this scale can occur
without senior officials in the govern-
ment knowing about it”.

American officials say they are un-
certain why General Musharraf is
now moving against the scientists.
They suggested in recent interviews
that the evidence has become so over-
whelming that he has begun to fear the
reimposition of sanctions by Con-
gress. But they also suggest that he
may be trying to reassert his power,
demonstrating that he will not be in-
timidated by critics who say he has
warmed up too much to the US, both in
the hunt for Al Qaida terrorists and in
Washington’s demands to clamp down
on proliferation. Nyt News service
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London, Jan. 20 (PTI): Genexal
Aslam Beg, former chief &f
army staff of Pakistan who al-
legedly tried to sell nuclear tech-
nology to Iran for $12 billion, is
being questioned in Islamabad,
the London-based Times news-
paper reported today.

The maverick general was
held after Abdul Qadeer Khan,
architect of the Pakistani nu-
clear programme, told investiga-
tors during a debriefing that nu-
clear cooperation with Iran had
been authorised by the army of-
ficer, the Times claimed.

General Beg, one of a num-
ber of senior officers with Is-
lamist sympathies, was the chief
of army staff from 1988-91 —the
period during which the coun-
try’s nuclear secrets were al-
legedly passed on to Iran.

General Beg, who also served
as head of the Inter Services In-

Aslam Beg

telligence agency, is said to have
tried to persuade the civilian
governments in power during
that period to transfer nuclear
technology in return for the
money that Iran was allegedly
prepared to pay and which
would have underwritten the
Pakistani mi)itary budget for a

x-army boss faces
+Pak nuke needle
V¢ \

considerable time. The offer was
rejected.

Eight other officials linked
with Pakistan’s premier nuclear
weapons laboratory have also
been detained. Among them
were two retired brigadiers who
until recently had served as di-
rectors at the Khan Research
Laboratories (KRL), and a re-
tired major. Major Islam-1"1 Haq,
a close aide and principal staff
officer to Khan, was detained by
two intelligence officials while
dining at Khan’s house. His wife
said that she had heard nothing
from him since then. Two more
senior scientists are also being
questioned in the latest sweep.

Quoting Pakistan foreign
ministry official Masood Khan,
the paper said: “There is no pre-
sumption of guilt. It is probable
that some of these people would
be cleared.”
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Tohce probe Omar hand
“in Mughal‘l'ag attacks

ISLAMABAD, Jan. 19. — The
investigations into the recent
attempts on President Pervez
Musharraf’s life took a new
turn with police suspecting the
involvement of Ahmed Omar
Saeed Sheikh, the militant who
was released by India to end
the Kandahar hijacking of an
Indian Airlines plane in 1999.
Omar, the British born Pak-
istani militant and a close asso-
ciate of Masood Azhar, chief
of banned militant outfit Jaish-
e-Mohammed, is currently
awaiting the outcome of his
appeal against death sentence
in the kidnapping and murder
of US journalist Daniel Pearl.
He was brought to Karachi
under tight security yesterday

from prison in Hyderabad for
interrogation.

Pakistan officials were quo-
ted in the local media today as
saying that Omar was being
intensely interrogated in con-
nection with ongoing investi-
gatjons into the two attempts
made on the life of Gen.
Musharraf last month.

The suspicion of Omar’s in-
volvement in the attempts
added a new dimension to the
case which Pakistani officials
believe was the handiwork of
“Brigade 313", an alliance of
jihadi groups including Jaish
and Lashkar-e-Taiyaba. One
of the two suicide bombers has
been identified as an active
member of Jaish and the other
as Harkatul Alami. Omar is
believed to have association
_with both.

Karachi blasts suspect held

ISLAMABAD, Jan. 19. — Pakistan police has arrested a mem-
bﬂrﬂfﬁi@cﬂsﬁ(ﬁmwtﬁﬁorhxssuspcctedmvolvcmcm inthe
recent car bomib attacks at a church in Karachi and recovered a
large amoumt of ; es. “We arrested Shamim Ahmed alias
Shagni, mantmstafthcbanncdhsmcm‘ﬂhangwgsmzpmﬁu—
hst:m«H.lmnSatm'dny He led us to.an abandoned house in
Junsjo Town in Mchmoodabad where we found a large amount
of explosives,” ﬂai”!ymmmgwtbdapohceafﬁccrassaymg

The paolice official said Shami is suspected to have been in-
wolved in the explosions near the Christian Bible Society and a
church om 15 Jasmary in which m-which 14 people were injured.

Mezpwhie, Pakistani apents are strugpling to determine
whether an AlQaids leader # smong seven suspected mem-
bars off the torror group arrcstod in @ wockend raid, and theyve
Mmﬁhcfﬁﬂ&m@ﬁmmgmcm,mmgmcafﬁma}s
said today. — Apemcics

(0 d ;—:4;? ;m,.rl.,‘ =y
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N-scnentlsts,
aides quizzed

ISLAMABAD, Jan. 19. — Stepping up investi-
gations into the allegations of proliferation of
nuclear technology, security agencies in Pakistan
have questioned eight scientists and their aides
and raided the house of the father of its nuclear
bomb, Mr Abdul Dadir Khan.

All the eight, including an aide of Mr Khan.
have been linked to Pakistan’s key uranium en-
richment facilities Kahuta Research Laborato-
ries and were being “debriefed” in the wake of
reports from International Atomic Energy
Agency.

They are being questioned on the the allega-
tions of nuclear proliferation to Iran and Libya.

“This does not mean that these persons have
been arrested or there is any charge against
them. This is an ongoing debriefing session.” in-
formation minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed said
yesterday.

Those being debriefed include two former
Brigadiers, retired Major Islam ul-Hag. who is
Mr Khan’s principal staff officer, besides three
scientists and an official from the administration.

Director-general, Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions, Maj-Gen Shaukat Sultan, too -added that
nobody had been arrested rather some persons
were called for a debriefing. He added Pakistan
was committed to follow international agree-
ments on non-proliferation.

Those who have been picked up included Mr
Nazir, former director-general of KRLs science
and technology cooperation directorate, Direc-
tor administration Brig (retired) Tajwar. and in-
charge of the KRL sports Mr Mansoor Ahmed.
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Press Trust of India \
Islamabad, January 19

THE FATHER of Pakistan’s
nuclear bomb, Dr Abdul Qad-
eer Khan, is among the eight
scientists and officials who are
being questioned in connecti-
on with allegations of prolifer-
ation and transfer of nuclear
technology to Iran and Libya.
“Questions have been ask-
ed. The investigations are con-
tinuing,” Foreign Office spo-
kesman man Masood Khan sa-
id on Monday. His comments
followed disclosure by Pak-
istan Information Minister
Sheikh Rashid Ahmad that
eight scientists and officials
connectioned with Khan Re-
search Laboratories were be-
ing “debriefed” on the issue.
Those being questioned in-
clude retired Maj. Islamul
Hagq, personal secretary to Dr
Khan, two former Brigadiers
and three scientists and a top

—

adeer Khan

('\4 NS

A file photo of Pakistan’s top
nuclear scientist Dr AQ Khan.

administration official. “This
is an ongoing debriefing ses-
sion,” Ahmad said, adding
that the eight had not beeen
arrested or charged.
Defending the investiga-
tions, Masood Khan said “we
are conducting an in-house
internal enquiry in accor-
dance with the rules and reg-
ulations of the organisation”

etained

and denied involvement of
foreign country or foreigners
in the investigations.

The wife of Major Haq said
that the major was detained
on Saturday while he was ha-
ving dinner with Khan.

Pervez attack probe

British-born Ahmed Omar
Saeed Sheikh, better known
as Sheikh Omar, who was
sentenced to death for mas-
terminding the murder of US
reporter Daniel Pearl], is be-
ing questioned about two at-
tempts to kill Pervez Mushar-
raf, police said on Monday.
Omar was moved to Islam-
abad from Hyderabad at the

.weekend for questioning over

the bomb attacks on Mushar-
raf last month. A police so-
urce said sleuths suspected
there might be a link between
Omar and the militants who
attacked Musharraf.

THE HIDUSTANTIMES 3¢ J2N 2054



- Pak N-scientist -

L

ISLAMABAD, Jan. 18. — Continuing in-
vestigation into allegations of nuclear
proliferation, Pakistani security agencies
have detained a senior aide to top nucle-
ar scientist Mr Abdul Qadir Khan for in-
terrogation.

Major Isamul Haq, the personal secur-
ity officer of Mr Khan, was detained yes-
terday, Pakistani TV channel Geo repor-
ted today.

Mr Khan, considered the father of Pak-
istan’s nuclear bomb, telephoned Ma;j.
Hagq’s family yesterday and told them that
he has been taken in for questioning by
security agencies.

Following this, the family members ap-
pealed to the officials of the top nuclear
installagion, Khan Research Laborato-
ries, #0 permit them to meet 7zj. Hag,

THE STATESMAN

+ aide detained *

who has not returned home since yester-
day.

Pakistan government admitted last
month that several of its top nuclear sci-
entists, including Mr Khan, were being
questioned in connection with the allega-
tions by International Atomic Energy
Agency of proliferation of nuclear tech-
nology by Pakistan to Iran and Libya.

President Pervez Musharraf also briefly
mentioned the need for stringent checks
to prevent proliferation of technology in
his address to parliament yesterday.

Maj. Gen. Shaukat Sultan, spokesman
for Pakistan’s military, said he could not
confirm Maj. Haq had been picked up
but reiterated standing statements some
scientists are being “debriefed”.

“This is a normal process,” Maj. Gen.
Sultan said. “We are committed to non-
proliferation.”
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rotests gr

Musharraf’s
ﬁrst address

\Q‘;\\ PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

ISLAMABAD, Jan. 17. — Bitter pro-
tests by opposition lawmakers de-
manding that the President quit
office greeted General Pervez Mush-
arrafs first ever address to parlia-
ment today.

Opposition deputies wearing black
bands and holding banners pasted
with photographs of former Prime
Ministers Mr Nawaz Sharif and Mrs
Benazir Bhutto shouted “go Mushar-
raf” and “no Musharraf no” as the
President came to address the joint
session of the 342-seat National As-
g&mbly and the 100-seat Senate.

Lawmakers from the Alliance for
Resgtoration of Democracy led by the
Fb‘d?le s Party Parliamentarians and
thé Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
and its smaller allies staged what
was a repeat of what two previous
presidents faced.

- Lawmakers belonging to the main
Islamist alliance Muttahida Majlis-i-
Amal, which recently entered into a
pact with Gen. Musharraf to endorse
his presidency and constitutional
amendments, also boycotted the ad-
drees at the last minute. The opposi-
tion was also angry that some of its
legislators, on board a plane, were
Hown back to Peshawar from Islama-
bad international airport for what the
government stated as “security” rea-

THE STATESMAN

Flights diverted
after bomb threat

ISLAMABAD, Jan, 17. — Two do-
mestic flights were diverted today
from Islamabad’s airport because of
a bomb scare, an airline spokesman
said, amid conflicting accounts uver
what caused the delays.

A high-profile opposttion Iawmaker_'
alleged that a Pakistan Internation-
al-Airlines flight she took from La-
hore was diverted to prevent her
from attending a key parliamentary
address in-Islamabad by Pakistan’s
President “What kind of General i3
he who is scared of a woman?’ she
said over phone after disembarking
in Peshawar. ~ AFP

sons. However, President Musharraf
wearing a white colour sherwani did
not give attention to the protest and
continued his address.

The parliament has been witnessing
a crippling row for over a year over
Gen. Musharrafs sweeping constitu-
tional powers, grabbed through con-
stitutional amendments.

According to parliamentary rules,
the President must address the joint
sitting of the Parliament every year.

Gen. Musharraf did not address last \
year in view of the strong protest by \
the combined opposition. /

18 JeN M



i Pervez calls for..
JIhad against terror

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Jan. 17. — Gen.
Pervez Musharraf today went a step
further on his assurance not to let
terrorists operate from Pakistan-
controlled territory. In his first-ever
address to the joint session of parlia-
ment, the Pakistani President called
for a jihad against extremism and
sectarian violence, pledged to per-
manently root out terrorism from
Pakistani soil and emphasised that
the composite dialogue beginning
next month should be pursued with
sincerity to find a peaceful solution
to the Kashmir issue.

Mr Atai Behari Vajpayee, who
addressed the country’s top police
officers today, expressed the hope
that Islamabad would sincerely
implement recent commitments on
action against terrorists. “We hope
the commitments undertaken will
be implemented sincerely and that
we can move forward to focus on
development and growth, rather
than be caught in suspicion and
hostility,” he said at the concluding
session of a two-day meeting of
chief secretaries and DGPs.

Later, foreign minister Mr Yash-
want Sinha called his Pakistani
counterpart Mr Khurshld Mehmood

Y
L o 14 a0
..LW‘Al ni““‘

Kasuri to congratulate him for the
success of the seven-nation summit
and talks between the two coun-
tries. The two leaders agreed to
begin the composite dialogue next
month as decided earlier.

Gen. Musharraf, interrupted by
Opposition members who were
shouting slogans asking him to quit,
delivered his toughest speech ag-
ainst terror to send a clear signal to
India and the world that he was
making a serious effort to root out
terror. Two flights carrying senior
Opposition leaders and parliamen-
tarians of the ruling party were
diverted from the capital ahead of
the general’s address, ostensibly
because of bomb threats.

The general, who has survived two
assassination bids, sweated pro-
fusely in his sherwani but went on
to vow to stamp out terrorism and
prevent nuclear proliferation. He
referred to the Indian charge of
cross-border terrorism, saying it
was important for Islamabad to find
a peaceful and just solution to the
Kashmir issue to put an end to
charges that Pakistan was backing
terror. “Agreement reached should
be pursued with good intentions
and sincerity keeping in mind the
aspirations of the people of Kashmir

" A J"\g&.

to take this process forward.”

A few people in the country, he
said, interpreted Islam with wrong
considerations to influence the
majority and weaken the country
from within. “It’s a fact that majority
of Pakistanis are moderate. They
reject extremism. I appeal to the
MPs and people of Pakistan to wage
Jihad against extremism to make
Pakistan a moderate and welfare
Islamic state... We all have to ensure
that individuals or groups involved
in terrorism are completely eradicat-
ed from Pakistan.”

Pakistan, he said, faced four seri-
ous allegations in the international
arena — spread of terrorism in
Afghanistan from Pakistani tribal
areas, terrorism on the LoC, prolif-
eration of nuclear weapons and
Pakistan being part of an “intoler-
ant society”. Emphasising that
“important and far-reaching” deci-
sions are to be taken to get out of
the “situation”, the President
warned that “otherwise the coming |
generations will pay a very heavy |
price for this indifference and Allah |
Almighty will never forgive us...” 1

On Pakistan becoming a nuclear [

(
|

power, he said its capability in |
nuclear and missile technology was
n “national interest”.

.
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Islamabad, Jan. Y1 (PTD): Pak-
istan police have detained a local
intelligence official for allegedly
tipping off the two suicide
bombers who tried to crash their
explosive-laden vehicles into
President Pervez Musharraf’s
convoy at Rawalpindi on Christ-
mas day.

Muhammad Naeem, an offi-
cial of the Islamabad special bra-
nch, reportedly tipped off the
timing of the departure of the
presidential convoy to the sui-
cide bombers over his cellphone.
Naeem was detailed for the secu-
rity of Musharraf at the conven-
tion centre where he addressed a
meeting on science and technol-
ogy on December 25 here.

Inspector general of police Is-
lamabad Fiaz Ahmad Khan Toru
said the intelligence operative
was in touch with the suicide at-
tackers over his phone, which
made him a suspect. “He must be
interrogated about the contro-
versial call”, Toru was quoted as
saying by the daily The News.

Naeem was traced by investi-

Pervez Musharraf

gators as they recovered the chip
of the mobile phone used by one
of the suicide bombers killed
while attempting to ram his ex-
plosives-laden vehicle into Mus-
harraf’s convoy,
~ Naeem, who was detained on
December 28, was in touch with
the suicide attacker Jamil, the
report said adding he had bou-
ght a new motorbike few days be-
fore the assassination attempt.
Investigators believe his de-
tention may lead to clues about

Pak intelligence officer
“held in Pervez

probe

those who masterminded and
executed the suicide attack on
President Musharraf, the news-
paper said. “There is evidence
which prove links between the
first attempt on the President’s
life on December 14 at the Chak-
lala bridge near Ammar chowk
and the second attempt at Jhan-
da Chichi chowk on December
25,” an official said.

As many as 109 calls dialled
to or from the suicide bombers,
were detected during the investi-
gation and all of them were
being scrutinised. Significantly,

the duration of all the calls was |

of three seconds except one of 12
seconds. “We have made a head-
way to the network through
these calls”, the official said.

Based on the mobile calls, an-
other suspect, Syed Ghulam
Yasin Bokhari was reported to
have been arrested from Ba-
hawalpur. Investigators say he
used to provide manpower and
training to terrorists and is re-
ported to be a member of a
banned group.
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- Pakistan’s Homecomin
outh Asia, not West Asia

o\ O\(Q
AN 47'\\\ By K Subrahmanyam

In 1972, after the Bangladesh war, Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto pubiicly vowed to turn his back

-~ on India and seek Pakistan’s fortune among

the Islamic countries to the West. He
convened a spectacular Islamic summit at
Lahore. He embarked on a quest for nuclear
weapons, not merely to deter Indian
conventional superiority but also to assert
Pakistan’s leadership role in the Islamic
world. He christened it the ‘Islamic bomb’
and collected enormous funds from the
Islamic world. He concluded secret defence
deals with the Shah of Iran and the Gulf
states to ensure their military support in
any future conflict with India.

General Zia-ul Haq continued the wooing
of the Islamic world. He sent a whole
division of Pakistani troops to Saudi
Arabia, Pakistani pilots flew fighter aircraft
for the Gulf states. Pakistan’s identification
with the Islamic world became total when,
under the CIA’s leadership it assembled a
vast international jehadi force of 80,000-
100,000 Muslims from countries ranging
from Morocco to Indonesia to fight the
Soviet forces in Afghanistan. That, in turn
gave birth to jehadism with
Pakistani ideologues like
Maududi (originally from
India) exercising a lot of
influence. With Arab money,
West European equipment
obtained in black market,
Chinese weapon design and
technical assistance and the
US looking away, Pakistan
became a nuclear weapon
power in the late ’80s.

Yet Pakistan was not ac-
cepted as a partner by the Islamic countries
of West Asia, let alone as aleader. Ayatollah
Khomeini used to call Zia-ul Haq the lesser
Satan, the bigger Satan being the US. There
have always been tensions between Shia
Iran and Sunni-dominated Pakistan. During
the first Gulf War, Pakistani army chief
General Aslam Beg initially sided with
Saddam Hussein'’s strategic defiance. That,
in turn, led to most of the Gulf states scal-
ing down their military involvement with
Pakistan under US pressure. Subsequently,
Pakistan took over Afghanistan by helping
the Taliban to fight the Rabbani govern-
ment. The Pakistani ISI backed the jehadi
campaigns in Bosnia, Kosovo, Kashmir and
Chechnya and instigated trouble in the
Central Asian Republics. Allowing Qsama
bin Laden refuge, supporting the Taliban
and converting Pakistan into the epicentre
of jehadi terrorism were all part of the
Pakistani leadership’s ambitious plans to
play a pre-eminent role in the Islamic world.

The Pakistani leadership has a tradition
of overestimating its own capability and
underestimating the countervailing factors.
That resulted in their being frustrated in
1947 (Kashmir), 1965 (Operation Gibraltar),
1971 (Bangladesh), 1984 (Siachen) and 1999
(Kargil). They spoke of bleeding India
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through a thousand cuts but could not
succeed. Similarly, their use of terrorism as
an instrument of foreign policy finally
recoiled on them when 9/11 happened. The
US became fully engaged in West Asia with
president Bush making clear the American
determination to restructure the political
architecture of the region. Pakistan has
been told it has no role to play to its West.

Thanks to its wrong priorities, Pakistan
has lost out in terms of economic growth
as well as social and political advance-
ment. The Pakistani education system is
completely out of sync with today’s
knowledge economy. An estimate has it
that the ratio of college students between
Pakistan and India is 1 to 97.

General Musharraf appears finally to
have realised that as a country that is part
of the subcontinent and whose destiny
is linked with the Indus-Gangetic. area,
Pakistan would never be accepted as part of
West Asian Islamic states, Long ago, a noted
US analyst said that Pakistan’s geostrategic
importance arose out of its proximity to the
three largest nations of the world — China,
India and USSR — and its commanding the
oil sea lanes from the Gulf.
But in a unipolar world with
no active tension among these
three major powers and the
US, that geostrategic location
has lost much of its signifi-
cance. Pakistan’s source of
financial support, Saudi Ara-
bia, is coming increasingly
under US scrutiny.

Inmany ways the upcoming
SAARC summit is a sort of
homecoming for Pakistan: It
has more in common with the rest of the
subcontinent than West Asia and its future
economic growth and political and social
advancement depend increasingly on peace-
ful interaction with other SAARC nations.
Pakistan is the only country in South Asia
that has been discussed internationally as a
possible failed state. General Musharraf
now knows that terrorism unleashed by the
ISI has boomeranged on him.

The general, when faced with the US ulti-
matum in September 2001, made a U-turn in
his Afghan policy and totally abandoned the
Taliban. Now, faced with the inexorable
realities of the war on terrorism and deve-
loping international alignments, it would be
logical for him to give up the policy of the
last 30 years of confronting India and
embark on subcontinental economic co-
operation so vitally needed to prevent Pakis-
tan from becoming a failed state. In the
history-of SAARC this is the most crucial
summit. While India, in the light of its past
experietice, has to be extremely cautious, it
must also take into account the enormous
compulsions on Pakistan to break with the
past. If Pakistan gives credible evidence of
its desire to integrate with the subcontinent
it should be welcomed and treated like the
prodigal son of the biblical tale.
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Jamall won’t be sacked,
<, assures Musharraf «»

ISLAMABAD, Jan. 2. — President Pervez
Musharraf today indicated he would not
use his constitutional power to dissolve the
legislature and sack the Prime Minister and
vowed to sustain democracy and economic
reforms.

“Despite the Article 58-2(B) of the Con-
stitution, the present Parliament would be-
come first in the history of the country to
complete its full five-year term,” Mr Mush-
arraf said in a televised New Year address
to the nation. “It would be my responsibili-
ty to ensure the continuation of sustained
democracy,” he said.

Mr Musharraf’s remarks came close on
the heels of the amendment to Pakistan’s
1973 constitution to give the general extra-
ordinary powers, including the right to dis-
solve Parliament and sack the Prime Minis-
ter by decree. They assumed significance in
the backdrop of Prime Minister Mir Zafar-
ullah Khan Jamali’s expressing the hope
that the military strongman would not use
his powers to sack him and dissolve the Na-
tional Assembly,

Mr Musharraf, who yesterday won the
vote of confidence from the legislature
amidst a boycott of the exercise by the

—— -

US confidence in Gonorul

WASHINGTON, Jan 2, — Expressing fears that
terrorists are after the Iife of President
Musharraf, who survived two assassination
attempts last month, President Bush has said
he is confident that Pakistani security forces wil
crack down on the terror network, Mr Bush, who
spoke to Mr Musharraf aver phone recently, said
that “obwviously terrorists are after him, and he
sounded very confident that his security forces
would be able to deal with the threat”
“...therefore | feel confident about his securlty
situatlon, he said yesterday. — PTI

mainstream political opposition, asked the
opposition to “listen and understand the
voice of the two-thirds majority and play a
constructive role in Parliament.” He descri-
bed as “historic” the adoption of the 17th - -
constitution amendment which gave him--
the power to dissolve Parliament and re- - -
move the Prime Minister, and the vote of
confidence and said “I am happy this deci--
sion by the members was above personal
considerations and in the interest of the na-
tion.” Mr Jamali had told the media that
the President, who has always kept his
promises in the past, has said it publicly that
he will not use his powers to dismiss the
government,

“Therefore, there is no question of use of
this article to dissolve the National Assem-
bly by the President,” he said.

Apparently responding to this, Mr Mush-
arraf, while thanking the Jamali govern-
ment, allied parties and the Muttahida Maj-
lis-e-Amal (MMA) for the 17th Amend-
ment Bill, assured them that he would come
upto their expectations. g
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strengthens griy,

3\\ ‘M, Justice  Siddiqui dence from two
houses of Parliament and

~Musharraf

ISLAMABAD, Dec. 31, —
Gen. Pervez Musharraf to-

day approved a law under
which he will remain Pakis-
tan’s President until 2007
and prepared to seek an en-
dorsement of his Presidency
by Parliament tomorrow,
three days ahead of the
SAARC summit,

He also appointed’ Su-
préme Court judge, Mr Jus-
tice Nazim Hussain Siddi-
qui, as the new Chief Justice
of Pakistan, paving the way
for the immediate retire-
ment of incumbent Mr Jus-
tice Sheikh Riaz Ahmad,
who had sworn-in Gen.
Musharraf as President fol-
lowing his election in a con-
troversial referendum rejec-
ted by the Opposition.

" would tomorow take charge

from Mr Justice Ahmad,
whose services had been ex-
tended after he retired. Un-

1
,k

der the 17th Constututional
Amendment Bill ratified by
Senate and National As-
sembly, Gen. Musharraf will
%uit as the Chief of Army by

ecember 2004 and seek a

Musharrat: Strength to trength?

four provincial Assemblies.

After signing the Bill,
Gen. Musharraf described
it as a “historic” event and
said the resultant checks
and balances would impart
permanence to the demo-
cratic system and Parlia-
ment would complete its

- tenure of five years.

“Nobody is permanent,
only Pakistan is permanent,
this system is for Pakistan
and for stability of democra-
cy. I am sure there will be
political stability and the
Parliament will complcte its
tenure of five years,” he told
members of the National
Assembly belonging to PML
and its allied parties. — PT
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