T THIS stage, no one can say
whether or not the threat to the
forthcoming Indian cricket
team’s tour of Bangladesh is a
hoax. The government has correctly
delayed the team’s departure, even
while dispatching officials to make an
on-the-spot assessment of the situa-
tion. As recently as in August, a devas-
tating bomb attack on an Awami
League rally in Dhaka had led to the
death of some 20 persons. For this rea-
son there is need to take the threat
seriously. The predictable Bangladeshi
response will be that the Indian side is
over-reacting but what they need to do
is not just provide assurances, but out-
line practical measures that they will
take to ensure foolproof security, just
as the Pakistanis did earlier this year.
Almost all the countries of the
region suffer from the scourge of ter-
rorism. What they need is more coop-
eration to end the menace rather than
to trade blame. Getting a fix on the
security associated with the cricket
series is also important since it will be
a forerunner to the summit of the
“nuth Asian Association for Regional
_ooperation (Saarc), scheduled to be
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held in Dhaka early next year. :

The threat to the cricket team is
symptomatic of the problems that
India faces in its relations with its
eastern neighbour. Their engagement,
more often than not, is to deal with
crises as they come and then return to
the policy of benign neglect. In this cli-
mate, it is easy for extremist groups
like the Harkat-ul Jihad Islami to stoke
anti-Indian feelings. But if Dhaka
must get serious about terrorism,
India clearly needs to do much more to
resolve its outstanding problems with
Dhaka, including assuaging concerns
over the virtually non-existent river-
linking project, the subject of water-
sharing and Indo-Bangladesh mar-
itime boundary.

At a larger level, it needs to assidu-
ously work towards giving our neigh-
bours a stake in our prosperity, or, to
put it another way, persuading them
that India is an opportunity, not
a threat. We seem to be good
at doing it with the US and EU, but
somehow when it comes to Bangla-
desh, a country with whom we share
borders and a culture, things don't
seem to work.
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PLAYERS WILL BE KILLED, SAYS ULTRA LETTER

Threat clouds

Ban gla tour

Sourav Ganguly on his way back from the Eden
Gardens’ gym in Kolkata on Sunday. — PT!

SNS & PTI

NEW DELHI/KOLKATA, Dec. 5.
Plans for the Indian cricket team to leave
for Bangladesh on Tuesday was stalled
today after a threat from a little-known
militant organisation, the Harkat-ul-
Jihad (Huji), to kill Indian cricketers to
avenge the killing of innocent Muslims
during communal riots that rocked
Gujarat in 2002.

The threat, faxed to the Indian High
Commission in Dhaka, was dismissed as a
“hoax” and “insignificant” by Bangladesh
authorities, who, however, assured the
Indian government that “no effort will be
spared to provide the fullest security to
the visiting Indian team.”

Official sources said Huji is the last
major offshoot in South Asia of the Al-
Qaeda. Bangladesh finance minister, Mr
Saifur Rahman, currently in New Delhi
to attend the World Economic Summit,
said: “There is no such organisation in
Bangladesh. We have never heard of this
organisation before.”

Home minister Mr Shivraj Patel has set
up an inter-ministerial team that flies to
Dhaka tomorrow to help the Bangladesh
government take a decision on the tetr
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that entails two Test matches and three
ODIs. The security team will be led by
Yashowardhan Azad, an official of the
rank of inspector-general who had under-
taken a security review before the Indian
cricket team’s visit to Pakistan earlier this
year. The security team, which will visit
Dhaka and Chittagong, would also visit
the hotels where the Indian team is slated
to be put up during its 22-day tour. MEA
spokesman Mr Navtej Sarna said, “We
would welcome a categoric assurance
from the Bangladesh government.”

The 15-member Indian contingent, led
by Sourav Ganguly, will now leave for
Dhaka on Wednesday, instead of Tues-
day, as confirmed by the Board of
Control for Cricket in India president-
elect Mr Ranbir Singh Mahendra. The
decision from the BCCI chief came fol-
lowing an advice from the government.

In Kolkata, skipper Sourav Ganguly
refused comment on the issue, adding
that the players would have to follow any
decision that the government and the
BCCI arrive at. “It would not be proper
for me to make a statement on this issue.
Whatever decision is taken by the gov-
ernment and the board, we will follow it,”
Ganguly told a television channel. As for
the security threat, he said: “I have no
idea about the group, how threatening it
is. The case is sensitive.”

“We were planning to do well there. The
situation (in Bangladesh) is different from
the time we last toured that country. When
we get to know the situation there, we will
be able to say something,” he continued.

BCCI joint-secretary Mr Goutam Das-
gupta said in Kolkata that the Indian
board has informed its counterpart in
Dhaka about the delay in the departure.
However, the BCCI and the Indian gov-
ernment are still waiting for a clearance
from the Bangladesh government .

Another repon)t on page 14
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B Supreme Court stays
' order appointing M
W\BCCI administrator’

® Appointment of Dalmiya as patron-in-chief also stayed

By J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI, 0CT. 11. The Supreme
Court today stayed an interim
order passed by the Madras
High Court superceding the
Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) and appointing a
retired judge of the apex court,
S. Mohan, as interim adminis-
trator to manage the Board’s
affairs.

The High Court order on Fri-
day was on a review petition
from the Chennai-based Netha-
ji Cricket Club. It restrained the
newly-elected BCCI office-
bearers from discharging their
functions.

Passing the orders on a spe-
cial leave petition filed by the
BCCl and the Delhi District
Cricket Association (DDCA), a
Bench of the Supreme Court,
comprising Justice N. Santosh
Hegde and Justice S.B. Sinha,
also stayed the election/ap-
pointment of Jagmohan Dalmi-
ya as BCCI patron-in-chief until
further orders.

BCCI stand

Appearing for the BCCI, se-
nior counsel Abhishek Singhvi
said the High Court had clearly
recorded an undertaking made
on behalf of the BCCI that no
candidate contesting for the
presidentship would be re-
. strained from casting his vote
on grounds of residence. He
said that when this undertaking
had not been violated, there
was no occasion for the High

Court to entertain a review pet-
ition. Further, there was no jus-
tification to conclude that there
were irregularities in the elec-
tion, warranting a bar on the
newly-elected  office-bearers
taking charge. He questioned
the locus standi of the Nethaji
Cricket Club in challenging the
BCCI election.

Senior counsel Fali Nariman,
appearing for D.C. Agashe, a
member of the Maharashtra
Cricket Association, who was
not allowed to vote in the Sep-
tember 29 BCCI elections, sub-
mitted that the Madras High
Court had understood the un-
dertaking in the sense that it
would pertain to all forms of
disqualification. He said no re-
stricted meaning should be giv-
en to the undertaking, the
breach of which had resulted in
Mr. Agashe not being able to
vote. As there was a tie between
Ranbir Singh Mahendra (who
won) and the Union Agriculture
Minister, Sharad Pawar, the
BCCI president, Jagmohan Dal-
miya exercised his casting vote
in favour of Mr. Mahendra.

Mr. Nariman quoted from a
letter written by Mr. Dalmiya to
the Maharashtra Cricket Asso-
ciation prior to his election as
the patron-in-chief in which he
had stated that there was no
objection to Mr. Agashe voting
at the special general meeting
on September 12. When Mr.
Agashe could vote for the elec-
tion of Mr. Dalmiya as patron-
in-chief, how could he be pre-

vented from voting in the BCCI
election, counsel asked.

Appearing for the Nethaji
Cricket Club, senior counsel
Harish Salve said he had no ob-
jection to vacating the stay
granted by the High Court but
in that eventuality, fresh elec-
tions should be held immedi-
ately.

M. Salve said if Mr. Agashe
was not allowed to vote be-
cause of the Bombay High
Court order, a similar order
passed by the Company Law
Board operated against the
DDCA and its representative
should not have been allowed
to vote.

‘Fresh _elections if
irregularities are found’

The Bench said that “the
facts may be in your favour, but
it also prima facie appears that
the High Court could not have
passed such an order on a re-
view petition. Everything is not
all right with the BCCI, but ev-
erything is not right with the
High Court order also. If we are
satisfied that there were irreg-
ularities in the BCCI elections,
we may direct fresh elections
for the Board”.

Senior counsel Gopal Subra-
maniam appeared for Mr. Dal-
miya and he was allowed to file
a special leave petition. ‘

The Bench asked all the par-
ties to file their responses and
directed the listing of the mat-
ter for final hearing on October
26.



~"Mohan locked out of BCCI hub

CHANDRIMAS.
BHATTACHARYA

Mumbai, Oct. 9: Yester-
day’s restraint order stop-
ped the country’s newly
elected cricket bosses from
starting work. Today, the
court-appointed interim
administrator found that
he couldn’t either.

Retired apex court judge
S. Mohan reached the BCCI
headquarters here, only to
find the gates locked.

The drama came on a day
the BCCI moved a special
leave petition in the apex court
against Madras High Court’s
Friday order that restrained
the board’s new office-bearers
from assuming charge.

The board contended that
the order had made it difficult
to select players for the ongo-
ing series with Australia and
could bring Indian cricket to a
“standstill”.

The hearings will begin on
Monday. (See Page 6)

Mohan, who reached the
cricket board office at 11.15 th-
is morning, said: “I am very
shocked. I have come here out
of respect for the high court
order and this is the treatment
thatIget.

“I had come to take over as
interim administrator as per
the order of the high court but
I have been prevented from
doing s0.”

Mohan waited near the
BCCI office for about half an

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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Mohan in front of the BCCI
office in Mumbai. (PTI)

hour. He later boarded an
afternoon flight for Chennai,
saying he was not sure if he
would return on Monday to
take charge.

The retired judge said the
board employees shouid have
known he was arriving to take
charge, as they were informed
about the high court order.
He said he was disappointed
as he was here in an official
capacity, not to interfere in
“matters of cricket”, like se-
lection of teams.

“I won't interfere with the
game of cricket at all. T will
write to everybody concerned
— state associations, banks
and committees — and say
that I have taken over as inter-
im administrator as per the
high court order,” he said.

0{ ‘7 2004

Third umpire
«“retlres hurt

Mohan said he could appoi-
nt an ad hoc committee if he
takes over as administrator
and could also look into the
row over telecast rights, buthe
would first have to take
charge.

The BCCI denied the alle-
gation that Mohan was delib-
erately denied access. Secre-
tary S.K. Nair said apart from
media reports, there was no
communication to the board
that the retired judge would be
reaching the Mumbai office.

“We were not informed
whether he had accorded his
consent to such appointment,”
Nair said.

Dhyaneshwar Agashe, ch-
airperson of the Maharashtra
Cricket Association, said the
incident was *‘unfortunate”
and that the official reason
stated was that “everyone was
on leave”. “We do not know
who was behind it,” he said.

Agashe said the head of
staff at the BCCI office is
responsible for opening or
closing the office, but could
not be contacted. No other
staff member could be con-
tacted either.

A top board member said
the official reason was that
“the staff was given the day off
to compensate for Ganesh Vis-
arjan on September 277,

Agashe, however, said it
was highly irregular for all
staff members to suddenly go
on leave.

W Aussies sniff win, Sport
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New Delhi: A shame to Indian cricket.
That’s how Sourav Ganguly once described
the man who’s now officially his boss—new
BCCI president Ranbir Singh Mahendra. The
volatile ‘maharaj’ of Indian cricket didn’t
mince his words in an interview in 2000. “He
(Mahendra) is probably .
the worst guy Lhave ever
seen in my life. It is a
shame that we have had
managers like him for In-
dia on long tours. He was
a shame to Indian crick-
et,” Ganguly said.
Sourav’s Dbitterness
goes a long, long way
back—all the way to
1991-'92. He was then a wide-eyed teenager,
taking his first steps in international crick-
et in an Indian squad that was hammered 4-
0 by the Aussies. Ganguly had a forgettable
tour, was accused of having “attitude prob-
lems” and spent four long years in the

‘Sourav blasted new

BCCI boss in 2000

Times News NETWORK %{)\ﬂ\ g 3

Accordﬁng to his bio; raphy written by
Gulu Ezekiel, Ganguly blamed Mahendra,
then the team’s administrative manager,
for spreading misinformation about him.
During the tour, sections of the media
were full of reports that Sourav was reluc-
tant to conduct 12th man duties, like car-
rying out drinks and equipment to the
field. The damage to his
reputation almost end-
ed his international ca-
reer prematurely.
There’s a fascinating
sub-text to all this. The
reason Mahendra al-
legedly targetted Gan-
guly was because the
Haryana Cricket Associ-
ation was then at logger-

heads w1th the Crlcket Association of Ben-

gal, headed by Jagmohan Dalmiya—the
same man who on Wednesday cast the deci-
sive vote that gave Mahendra the BCCI
presidency. Politics certainly makes for
strange bedfellows (as we reported in

New Delhi: Zee TV on Friday
filed an application before the
supreme court seeking tele-
cast rights for the India-Aus-
tralia test cricket seriesand a
direction to BCCI not to give
television coverage rights to
Sony TV and Ten Sports.
Prasar Bharati said it too
would challenge BCCI's deci-
sion in the apex court.
. BCCIhad on Thursday an-
{ nounced that it would itself
arrange for live telecast of
international cricket match-
es, beginning with the India-
Australia series and said
Ten Sports would produce
the feed while Sony Enter-
tainment Network would be
responsible for telecast, dis-
tribution and marketing.
The arrangement was to
cover the four-test series be-
tween India and Australia
beginning on October 6, Plat-
inum Jubilee one-day match
between India and Pakistan
on November 13 and the two-
test series between India and

wilderness before fighting his way back.

Zee TV moves SC for
cricket telecast rights

South Africa in November-
December. Zee TV had earli-
er moved the supreme court
challenging the BCCI's deci-
sion to cancel the telecast
rights awarded to it for the
cricket matches to be held in

Thursday’s edition).

Sachin picked
for first 2 Tests

: Bangalore Sachin Ten-

1 dulkar was on

India between 2004 and 2008. ] Friday includ-
A bench comprising Jus-
tices N Santosh Hegde and S mmnbe: Indian

B Sinha said as the matter
was- being heard by a five-
judge bench, it could not give
any interim order but direct-

squad for the
firsttwo cricket
Tests against Australia
for which the selectors

ed the matter to be posted for - brought back Mohammad
hearing before the larger Kaif, Zaheer Khan and
bench on Tuesday. opener Aakash Chopra.
Meanwhile, Prasar The national selectors
Bharati, stung by the BCCI's  decided to pick Tenduikar,
decision to award telecast who has been out of ac-
rights to Sony TV, said it tion for the last six weeks
would challenge it in the because of a tenniselbow
supreme court. “Prasar after receiving a medical
Bharati had bid higher than  report which stated that
Sony in the initial bids invitt he was “progressing
ed by BCCI for telecast rights. ~ well”. He will, however,
However, BCCI favoured Sony. - have to pass a fiiness test
We will challenge theissue in  before taking the field in
supreme court,” said Prasar  the high-profile series be-

Bharati CEO K S Sarma. en

ginning here on Oct 6. e
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Win by 1, victory complete for Dalmiya

Sept. 29. — When he’s not the
king, he’s the kingmaken
that’s the story, never mind
how he rules his fiefdom. Here
was a humdinger going right
down to the wire in the best
traditions of Indian cricket —
and politics. And Mr Ranbir
Singh Mahendra’s ascent to

! the top perch of Indian cricket

. here this evening that saw him

. pip seasoned politician Mr
Sharad Pawar by 16 votes to
15, was evidence, if any was
needed, that Mr Jagmohan
Dalmiya had won through
once again.

But the debate that will rage
for some time is whether that
all-important vote was his
casting vote as Board of
Control for Cricket (BCCI)
president — or the one that
the Maharashtra Cricket
Association (MCA) wasn't
allowed to cast despite vocif-
erous protests from the Pawar
corner. Or, indeed, the vote
the Rajasthan Cricket Asso-
ciation (RCA) was allowed to
cast via Dalmiya-loyalist Mr
Kishore Rungta, The parallel
with the world of recent
Indian politics was eerie (see
Deja vu, Mr Pawar?).

" The highly acrimonious bat-
tle for the post of BCCI presi-
dent that saw the election of
Dalmiya-backed Mr Mahen-
dra by its 75th Annual General
Body meeting on Wednesday
was the culmination of a day-
long drama that saw BCCI
honchos huddled in a south
Kolkata hotel. The AGM was
adjourned twice and finally got
underway after a six-hour
delay and without the Madras
High Court appointed judge
supervising the elections (see
Justice delayed, denied).

Notwithstanding the whis-
pers of manipulation doing
rounds, the pro-Dalmiya camp
won not only the presidentship
but also carried the day —
apart from Mr Mahendra, Mr
SK Nair defeated Mr Niranjan
Shah 17-13 to become the new
secretary. Mr Gautam Das-
gupta was elected assistant

secretary getting the better of
Prof. Ratnakar Shetty 16-14
and Mr Jyoti Bajpai was elect-
ed treasurer unopposed.

At the heart of the battle
was the issue of the disputed
representation of the MCA
and RCA. And therein lies
the tale of the results of
today’s polls. Mr D Agashe,
who had represented the
MCA for nearly 20 years, had
arrived to vote for the elec-
tion without consulting Mr
BG Deshmukh, former Cabi-
net secretary and now court-
appointed MCA observer.
Consent of two observers
having been made mandatory
for any policy decision of the
MCA, Mr Agashe had made
a fatal error. Mr Deshmukh’s
letter, saying that Mr Agashe
wasn’t eligible to vote, was
sent to the BCCI. The other
representative  from  the
MCA, Mr SG Thorve, a part
of the ad hoc body running
the association, never really
claimed to be a valid candi-
date — his sole contention
was that Mr Agashe shouldn’t
be allowed to vote! The fate
of Maharashtra strongman
Mr Pawar’s home state was in
Mr Dalmiya’s hands who, as
the outgoing president, had
the power to decide which of
the two MCA representatives
could vote. And he played it
beautifully — after consulting
Mr Justice (retd) Bhagawati
Prasad Banerjee, he decided
that both candidates were
ineligible to vote. Round 1 to
Mr Dalmiya. The Rajasthan
Cricket Association too had
two claimants for one vote -
Mr Kishore Rungta and Mr
Lalit Modi, but the latter was
disqualified as he his nomina-
tion was “not proper” leaving
Mr Rungta the vote.

The Pawar lobby, whose
views were being mostly aired
by Mr Raj Singh Dungarpur,
was even till that time confi-
dent that their man would
pull through. “Even without
these two votes, we will win,”
he said. But he didn’t realise
that politics — especially of
the cricketing kind — just
isn’t, well, cricket.

¢\ A\ A

THAT'S THE WAY | DID IT: Mr Dalmiya, post-win. — The Statesman

MADE m ECC! chiet

Sihgh Méhendra. — The: States

ez B\
HURTS DOESN'T IT? Mr Sharad

Pawar addrasses reporters at the
AGM venue. — The Statesman

Central spin to BCCI status: It’s a state!

NEW DELHI, Sept. 29. — The Centre
today backed Zee Telefilms Limited's
contention that the BCCI could be
considered a “state” under Article 12
of the Constitution.

intervening during a resumed hearing
of the matter, Additional Solicitor-Ge-
neral Mr Mohan Parasaran said the

BCCi falls within the meaning of “state”.

under Article 12, as regards the main-
tainability of Zee's petition on telecast
rights. “We stand by our earfier affidavit
on this {in a similar case) in Dethi High
Court,” Mr Parasaran said.

He denied that the government’s stand

on the matter was contradictory and
said that even in Bombay High Court,
the Centre had stated in an affidavit
that sports fell in List il of the Consti-
tution, though the BCCl was an auto-
nomaus body. The BCCI counsel took
exception to what he said was the
government's “flip-flop” on the issue
and said that it should clarify s stan
in a fresh affidavit to the Supreme
Court. The Centre’s stand strengthens
Zee's case as it had sought to make
out that since the BCC! was
performing the public duty of choosing
a national team, it felt squarely within

the meaning of the term “state” under
Article 12 and was hence bound by
the constitutional obligations laid down
in Part IlI. it therefore cannot act in an
unfair and arbitrary manner, Zee's
counsel Mr Harish Saive had argued.
Al the resumed hearing today, Mr
Salve again cited from the ICC and
ths #CCPs constitutions and memo-
randa of association to back his stand
that the BCCI was a “state” in all
sensss of the term. It was a represen-
tative body of the Centre and functions
In close association with the former,
he said. — Our Legal Correspondent

Gentleman’s
game?
SC judge
wonders...

NEW DELH], Sept. 29, —
Amidst the exchange of
legal bouncers between
Zee TV and the BCCl over
the telecast rights row, the
Supreme Court today won-
dered whether cricket is
still a gentleman’s game. _
This question was pos
by a five-judge Constitu-
tion Bench headed by Mr
Justice N Santosh Hegde,
a keen follower of cricket.
Mr Justice Hegde had
kept wickets for the Jud-
ges’ team when it had
played against Bar XI,
and, as part of another
Bench, adjudicated in the
dispute between Ten
Sports and Doordarshan
over the telecast of India-
Pakistan cricket series.
Appearing for Zee TV,
Mr Harish Salve gave an
example of the large-
heartedness of earlier-day
cricketers and described
how West Indies bowler
Charlie Griffith had don-
ated blood for Indian play-
er Nari Contractor after
he was taken to hospital
on being hit by a bouncer
bowled by him. Mr Justice
Hegde asked if the game
was still played in the same
spirit and pointed out to a
recent incident in which
West Indies captain Brian
Lara was felled by a
Shoaib Akhtar bouncer.
Saying that Akhtar had
immediately apologised,
he muintained that the
game was still being play-
ed in the same spirit. The
Bench remarked that the
definition of “gentleman”
had probably changed in
the game!



golf meet in
New Delhi

EASTWARD BOUND

Vijay Singh to take
part in BILT Skins

SPORT

Kolkata, Wednesday, September 29, 2004

Jose Mourinho faces
former charges in
Champions League

FACE-OFF

SUBHANKAR CHAKRABORTY/H1

KING AND KING-MAKERS: Former board presidents | S Bindra (left) and Raj Singh Dungarpur (extreme right) seem content with preparations. Jagmohan Dalmiya and Kamal Morarka discuss strategy at a city hotel on Tuesday, one day before the board AGM.

Rival candidates no-ball politic

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, September 28

THIS ONE’S about politics and
sport and how despite statements
to the contrary, they continue to be
intertwined in India.

Take the BCCI president’s elec-
tions for instance. One is a politi-
cal lightweight, the other any-
thing but. Both have more than
substantial experience in main-
stream politics but, ironically,
Ranbir Singh Mahendra and
Sharad Pawar insisted politics has
nothing to do with the AGM which
has by far overshadowed the Aus-
tralian team’s presence in India
over the last few days.

Pawar, whose backers never tire

® One member from each of the 30 affiliated
units can take part in the AGM. The
representative is chosen by the respective
units. He doesn’t necessarily have to be the
chief or an office bearer of his unit.

#® TOTAL VOTES: 31 (30 affiliated units, one
president’s vote). Plus, the president enjoys
the right to exercise a casting vote in case
there is a tie.

# If there is an election, one member proposes
a name, which has to be seconded by another
member attending the meeting. The other

candidates are nominated following a similar
procedure. There is no bar on the number of
candidates.

| A two-member committee is chosen from

those present to preside over the election
process. In case of two contestants, picking
one from each camp is the norm.

M Usually, it goes to secret ballots, where the

members attending the meeting write Yes or
No against the name of the candidates on a
piece of paper. Each member is given a piece
of this ballot paper.

of pointing out his ability to swing
votes especially from units where
a Congress government is in
place, played down the political
factor. “The Congress has nothing

THE VOTERS »>
North Zone: Punjab, Himachal, J&K, Haryana, Delhi, Services, Universities. West Zone: Mumbai, Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Saurashtra, Baroda, CCI. Central Zone: MP, Vidarbha, Rajasthan, UP, Railways. South Zone: Tamil Nadu, Karnataka,
Kerala, Andhra, Hyderabad, Goa. East Zone: Bengal, Orissa, Bihar, Assam, Tripura, NCC.

at stake in this election, ” he said.
Fourider president of the Nation-
alist Congress Party, the Maratha
strongman added that his being a senior
politician doesn’t affect anything. “I have
been associated with various sports bodies
for 35 years. I never faced any problems in
managing both.” :

His opposite number too stressed on the
need to keep politics out of this. “Imay bea

Of Course, Dalmiya has one vote as president.

politician, but I have been involved with
cricket for nearly 30 years. In that sense, I
am more of a sports administrator than a
politician,” said the son of former Haryana
chief minister Bansi Lal.

I S Bindra, the brain behind Pawar’s en-
try to an hitherto uncharted territory, felt

politicians and sport do mix, and mix well.
“Mr Pawar has been associated with the
Mumbai Olympic Association for over 30
years and has done a good job. There are a
number of politicians in sport and it is not
just an Indian phenomenon,” he said.

For someone known as his bete noire,

Bindra said Jagmohan Dalmiya has done
an outstanding job but followed that up
with the need to gracefully walk into the
sunset. “Mr B N Dutt was the best example
of this and in my own humble way I have
tried to emulate that,” he said. His subse-
quent statement proved to be a clincher on
why the PCA backed Pawar.

“To follow in Mr Dalmiya’s footsteps,
you need a giant, not a pygmy,” Bindra
said.

Kamal Morarka may think otherwise
but both the PCA supremo and former
board president Raj Singh Dungarpur felt
there is nothing wrong with someone being
nominated from outside the zone. “I was
nominated from the West Zone (Baroda)
when I became president. It’s 1-1 now,”
Bindra said.

Lightweight candidate: Raj Singh

Dungarpur also explained why he
thought Pawar was a more suitable candi-
date than Mahendra. “It is important that
the post of the president is not diluted. It
would be if Mahendra became president.

“The patron-in-chief will roll over him

reducing him to a rubber-stamp. Mahendra
is meek and that is why Dalmiya sought him
out.

“I hope this election will show whether
the BCCI wants a lakshman rekha defining
where a president’s role ends and that of a
patron-in-chief’s begins,” he said.

g Retired judge to

oversee election

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, September 28

IF ANY more drama was
needed in the BCCI elec-
tions, the Madras High
Court provided it.

Following a petition by a
club, said to be enjoying the
patronage of a former
board president, affiliated
to the Tamil Nadu Cricket
Association, the Madras
High Court appointed re-
tired Supreme Court judge
S Mohan to oversee the elec-
tions.

The direction was given
by Justice S Ashok Kumar
after the club told the court
of its apprehension that
elections may not be fair.

Dasgupta in the fray

Following a late-night
meeting, Jagmohan Dal-
miya’s group decided to re-
tain all their office-bearers
except joint-secretary Rat-
nakar Shetty. The professor
from Mumbai, it-was learnt,
will make way for Gautam

Dasgupta who will be the
Cricket Association of Ben-
gal’s representative at the
AGM.

A long-time Dalmiya loy-
alist and one of his most
prominent election man-
agers, Dasgupta was India’s
manager on the recent tour
of Holland and England for
the Champions Trophy.

So, if there are no elec-
tions, S K Nair will continue
as general secretary and Jy-
oti Bajpai, Uttar Pradesh’s
representative at the two-
day meeting, as treasurer.
Names of the vice-presi-
dents haven’'t yet been de-
cided, it was learnt.

Sharad Pawar’s backers
aren’t officially coming out
with their list, saying they
would first see which way
the president’s election
goes.

But as reported earlier,
former board secretary Ni-
ranjan Shah and M P Pan-
dove stay frontrunners for
the posts of general-secre-
tary and joint-secretary re-
spectively.
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rasar Bharatl will

telecast matches: BCCI

New Delhi: In another twist
to the row over cricket rights,
the cricket board on Monday
informed the supreme court
that the TV coverage of In-
dia’s domestic series with
Australia and South Africa
in the coming months would
be produced by it with live

feed to Prasar Bharati for do- 5f
mestic viewers and interna- g}
tional telecast rights to*

“somebody else”.

“We will produce the TV
coverage of the matches of
the cricket series starting
from October 6, including the
India- South Africa series
that follow immediately
thereafter,” K K Venugopal,
counsel for the Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in India
(BCCI) submitted before the
court during the hearing of a
petition filed by Zee TV chal-
lenging the board’s decision
to cancel the allotment of
telecast rights in its favour.

“Prasar Bharati will do
the live telecast for the do-
mestic viewers and the inter-
national telecast rights will
be given to “somebody else’,”
Venugopal said when the

court asked him to respond
to the Zee TV’s allegation
that the board had cancelled
the contract in a malafide
manner “to benefit a particu-
lar sports channel”.

A bench comprising Jus-
tice N Santosh Hegde, Justice
B P Singh and Justice S B Sin-

3

ha, meanwhile, issued notice
to the Centre, BCCI, ESPN-
Star and Price Water Cooper
Ltd and posted it for hearing
on Tuesday before a five-
judge constitution bench tak-
ing note of the important
questions of law raised by
the petitioner. Board had on

d

THE Tipes OF INpy

September 21 cancelled the
entire tender process in
which Zee had emerged as
the highest bidder for telecast
of all cricket matches played
in India between 2004-08.

Appearing for Zee TV, sen-
ior advocate Harish Salve
contended that the Indian
channel’s emergence had
ruffled many a feathers, as it
was the monopoly of Singa-
pore-based ESPN- Star.

He said that, after the con-
tract was awarded to Zee on
the basis of a tender and sub-
sequent bidding, in which the
Indian channel emerged as
the highest bidder, the board
even accepted $20 million as
the first instalment of the
$308 m contract for the four-
year period telecast rights.

Zee contended that the
cancellation of the contract
was not on the ground that it
was in the interest of the
game but “to benefit one par-
ticular sports channel”.

Salve said that BCCI had
filed an affidavit before the
Bombay high court support-
ing Zee but later went on to
cancel the contract. e

- L 2" '
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NOT JUST CRICKET, BUSINESS AND POLITICS ARE WINNERS TOO

Archna Shukla& Raja Awasthi
NEW DELHI 17 APRIL \QS \
OSTLING, heckling, sloga-
J neering -- indeed market-
ing can get tough at times.
This, in fact, went beyond the
Pak-up. Packaging, if you may
say so, but one with a poor taste.
It was time to cash in on the
“historic’ victory of Indian cricket
team at the Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Airport on Saturday
evening. And in the rush, the
real victory and victors seemed
to have faded in the melee of
commercialisation as the sup-
porters and members of Sam-
sung India, Sahara group and
the BJP jostled one another to
hog credit lines.
There was no cheering or slo-
ganeering for Ganguly or Dravid
or any of their team mates. The
crowd present was there to cele-
brate their personal victories, it
seemed. Indeed, a brand pres-
ence in such a euphoricmoment
would goa long way in ensuring
top-of-mind recall, spedcially
when each and every moment
was being captured by cameras
of not just Indian electronic me-
dia, buteven to flash across glob-
alscreens.
i Samsung had got around 50

students (each one of them was
reportedly paid Rs 500) from var-
ious colleges of Delhi for signing

In Style

eet Lo Dil chorus. ;&rm}’ it

e J
%yet another opportunity to
harp on the feel-good factor. And
the refrain: ‘BJP zindabad’ and
‘feel-good ne kiya kamal’. And
for Sahara, it was yet again a cele-
bration of parivaarhood.

The preparations,  in fact,
started in right earnest more
than two hours before the ETA at
7 pm. It was team Samsung that
set the ball rolling. Soon, an 800-
strong Sahara ‘parivaar’ team
from various divisions of the
group, transported in 15 buses,
trooped in. Sporting T-shirts
with ‘Wah India Wah', you
couldn’t accuse them of being
unfair, though. Afterall, it wasall
happening in the ‘parivar’. The
BJP supporters weren't far be-
hind. They had around one
dozen dholwallas with them
who danced with gay abandon
while shouting for Vajpayee’s
long life.

Not to be left behind, BCCI
had sent its representative Ra-
jeev Shukla, Rajya Sabha MP
and board’s chairman of the
communication and coordina-
tion committee, to receive the
players. Shukla told ET that the
board had announced a bonus of
Rs 50 lakh for the cricket team.
“It is a historic moment for the
nation. A victory over Pakistan
on their own soilis beyond every
success,” Shukla said.

HEROES' WELCOME: ET lensman Jitendra Sharma captures
Anil Kumble, Sourav Ganguly, WS Laxman and Rahul Dravid as they
arrive at Taj Palace Hotel in New Delhi on Saturday

The Economic Times
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The team hotel (Holiday Inn) too
wasn’t found wanting in making
a gesture: The staff lined up like
a battalion and applauded the
Dravids. Quite a few autograph
books surfaced as well, but that’s
understandable in our region.

Team India did lose Sourav
before the Test, but beginning
with the toss, nothing went
wrong: An excellent 160-run
opening stand between Sehwag
and Akash Chopra — who lends
much value, the record-erasing
336-run partnership for the third
wicket between Sehwag and
Sachin Tendulkar, Anil Kum-
ble’s eight-wicket haul and Irfan
Pathan’s passionate effort in
both innings.

And, of course, Yuvraj Sin-
gh’s out-of-this-world run-out of
Inzamam on the fourth after-
noon,

Despite playing at home,
though on a wicket which blunt-
ed the attack’s potency, Pakistan
got crushed under the weight of
India’s 675 for five declared.
Sachin wasn’t happy at being left
unbeaten on 194, but Dravid’s de-
cision stands vindicated.

Incidentally, while Sourav
and Kumble left for the airport
(en route home) from the stadi-
um itself, the wives of four play-
ers—Dravid, V.V.S. Laxman, Ajit
Agarkar and Murali Kartik —
are landing in Lahore tomorrow.

THE TELEGRAPY

Team wins

A jubilant fan in
Ambala. (PTI)

Kumble returns on Saturday, by
when. wife Chetna would have
given birth to their first child.

Sourav is going to rejoin once
the specialists give the all-clear
to his back. “I can’t afford to miss
all three Tests. I've got to be part
of the history this fantastic team
is making,” he declared. If ali
goes well, he should play the
final Test, in Rawalpindi from
April 13.

“Be it for what happened on
the field or what’s expected on
the home front, I'm feeling
great,” Kumble said.

Today, that sentiment finds
an echo in over a billion Indians,
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MULTAN MASTERS: Ecstatic members of the Indian cricket team celebrate their victory over Pakistan In the first Test at Multan on Thursday. — Photo: S. Subramanium (Report and photograph on Page 23)

India completes historic win in Multan

MULTAN, APRIL 1. India’s five-decade
wait for a Test win on Pakistan soil
ended in front of virtually empty
stands today when the stand-in cap-
tain, Rahul Dravid, gleefully caught
century-maker Yousuf Youhana at
square-leg for the final wicket.

Dismissing Pakistan for 216 in the
second innings, India clinched victo-
ry by an innings and 52 runs. The
win prompted a beaming Dravid to
term the triumph “historic and
monumental.”

Pakistan had long proved to be an
insurmountable barrier for Indian

teams since Vinoo Mankad first led a
team to that country in 1954. — AP

Greetings and celebrations

PTI reports from New Delhi:

The nation erupted in joy and the
Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, sent a congratulatory mess-
age to the winning team. Cricket
fans were seen bursting crackers in
several parts of the country and dis-
tributing sweets to celebrate the
maiden triumph.

In Kolkata, the hometown of Sou-
rav Ganguly, fans and cricket lovers,

waiting patiently since yesterday for
the fall of the last Pakistan wicket,
waved the tricolour and raised slo-
gans. They wore masks of Indian
cricketers and moved in processions
from the neighbourhood of the Gan-
guly family on Biren Roy Road in Be-
hala to central and northern parts.

There was, however, concern over
the condition of the skipper, who
suffered a lower back injury during
the fifth and final one-day interna-
tional match in Lahore.

In the Capital, ‘Man of the Match’
Virender Sehwag’s home at Najaf-

garh was thronged by neighbours
who congratulated the family mem-
bers on the success of the team as
well the cricketer’'s historic triple
century in the match.

“It’s a great news for us. India’s
win is special and more so since Vee-
ru notched a triple century, which is
not an easy thing to do,” his mother
Krishna said.

In Vadodara, Gujarat, traffic came
to a halt at several parts as people
thronged the streets; burst crackers
and waved the tricolour after local
boy Irfan Pathan sent back the Pa-

kistan vice-captain Yousuf Youhana.

The one-day specialist, Mo-
hammed Kaif’s home town of Alla-
habad in Uttar Pradesh was no
exception as the residents celebrat-
ed the historic win.

Congratulatory messages poured
in from every corner of the country
with cricket administrators, former
players and common men all choos-
ing the occasion to greet the team on
the historic win.

“Y congratulate Rahul Dravid and
all the players for their fabulous
show and all-round performance,”

the Union Sports Minister, Vikram
Verma, said. “Heartiest congratula-
tions on creating history in Pakistan.
You have achieved what no Indian
cricket team has achieved in the past
50 years. We are proud of you,” said
Mr. Verma’s deputy, Vijay Goel. “In-
dia wants the Men in Blue to keep it
up,” Mr. Goel said.

The Lok Sabha Speaker, Manohar
Joshi, said: “The team won the
hearts of millions of people of the
subcontinent and has made them
really proud.”

Editorial on Page 10




“Vajpayee tells

ak to

look beyond cricket,

Press Trust of India
Baharaich (UP), March 28

PRIME MINISTER Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee on Sunday
suggested that India and
Pakistan move beyond the
current cricket diplomacy
to give permanence to the
thaw in bilateral relations.
“Jahan pahle bomb se
khela ja raha tha wahan ab
cricket match khel rahen
hain (earlier, we used to
play with bombs but now
we are playing cricket),” Va-
jpayee told an election rally
here, adding South Asia
was never so peaceful be-
fore. But cricket could not
be played 365 days, he said
in an obvious reference to
the ongoing Indo-Pak series
and reminded “we are still
fighting terrorism.”
Blaming the Congress for
problems plaguing the cou-
ntry, he said his governm-
ent had made efforts to so-
lve them. Listing the achi-
evements of his governme-
nt, Vajpayee said the grow-
th rate had touched 8 per
cent, foreign exchange re-
serves were over billions of

M[ /‘7,./& \

dollars and there was plen-
ty of foodgrains.

“We want another man-
date for taking the country
towards full development,”
he said.

Referring to the proposed
inter-linking of rivers, Vaj-

TRILOCHAN SINGH/HT
Former Uttar Pradesh CM Kalyan Singh welcomes Prime
Minister A.B. Vajpayee at the Lucknow Airport on Sunday.

payee said the project was
conceived during the Con-
gress rule but it chose to
keep it on the backburner.
“We have taken initiative
on the project to tide over
problems of drought and
floods,” he said.

But Sena has other ideas

HT Correspondent
Mumbai, March 28

SHIV SENA chief Bal Thackeray on Sun-
day said he would “allow” Pakistani crick-
eters on Indian soil only under two condi-
tions — that all Indian cricketers current-
ly in Pakistan return home safely and that
Pakistani activities in Kargil are stopped
immediately.

Adressing a thinly attended rally to
mark the launch of the Shiv Sena-BJP
joint election campaign at the Azad Maid-
an here, Thackeray said he had kept these
conditions before a delegation of Muslim
individuals who had met him recently.

Thackeray has always been against
Indo-Pak cricket matches and has effec-
tively prevented such games in Mumbai
by getting either the pitch dug up through
Shiv Sainiks or by intimidating the crick-
et board.

He was also against Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s decision to allow
the Indian team to go to Pakistan and

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

turned down an invitation from the Pak-
istani government to watch the first
match in Karachi.

Thackeray’s speech was rather luke-
warm and devoid of any fresh issues. He,
however, seemed extremely worried about
Sharad Pawar’s camapaign against Sena-
BJP leaders on the Telgi issue. Pawar has
been producing documents, including
photographs and other material, in sup-
port of his allegations that the entire
stamp scam occurred during the Sena-
BJP regime in Maharashtra and that the
leaders of the saffron alliance had skele-
tons in their cupboard on this issue.

While giving a clean chit to Sena-BJP
ministers, in this regard, Thackeray made
Pawar the target of his attack by rubbing
in Pawar’s flip-flop on the issue of Sonia
Gandhi’s foreign origins.

The Séna-BJP rally was addressed
among others by the BJP’s Pramod Maha-
jan, Lok Sabha Speaker Manohar Joshi
and the six candidates of the saffron al-
liance from Mumbai.

2 g MAR 2004
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'SC keeps series

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Anxious to see
that cricket lovers across the
country got to watch the
Indo-Pak cricket series, the
Supreme Court on Wednes-
day asked the Dubai-based
Ten Sports channel to feed
live coverage of the series to
Doordarshan after the latter
deposits Rs 50 crore in the
court.

During two hours of hear-
ing, in which attorney-gener-
al Soli J Sorabjee and Ten
Sports counsel Kapil Sibal
were short of crying “howz-
zat”, the court directed DD to
show the Ten Sports feed half-
an-hour before the commence-
ment of the match, during the
match and 30 minutes after
the end of the match.

A bench of Chief Justice V
N Khare, and Jusices N San-
tosh Hegde and S H Kapadia
also directed that during the
period of telecast, DD would
not have any right to insert
its advertisements.

It, however, overruled Ten
Sports’ stand that it “cannot
have any settlement with
DD” on the issue of sharing
its exclusive right to telecast
the matches from Pakistan.

When Sibal said that Ten
Sports bought the telecast
rights in 2002 and DD did not
even bid, Sorabjee said there
was no question of bidding
for the rights then as the
armies of the two countries
were facing each other.

On Ten Sports’ allegation
that DD had violated its earli-
er order, the judges issued no-
tice to the national channel
as to why it had shown its
own programme during the
lunch- break aided with its
advertisement content.

The role of the Indian
cricket control board also
came under severe indict-
ment as the bench said this
imbroglio on the telecast
would not have arisen if the
board had secured the rights
of the Indian citizen while
fixing the fixture for the “his-
toric” series.

“Our cricket board should
have ensured that DD got the
telecast rights for India.
They should have negotiated
this aspect with the Pakistan
Cricket Board,” it said.
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Game Show

ARGUMENTS VERDIGT

» Ten Sports refuses ;» Ten Sports to provide live
settiement with DD, saying  telecast feed to DD.
distribution losses alone Final hearing on April 15
will be Rs 208 cr, besides
future revenue loss

# DD contests this claim, is
ready to pay $10 million to
Ten for live telecast feed.
Argues Ten has given
PTV simultaneous
telecast rights
for just
$0.5m

ads during this period
» DD asked to deposit Rs
50 cr in SC for assessing
damages later; restrained

Out-of-court settlement
still possible, says Ten

New Delhi: Hours after the supreme court
verdict on the Ten Sports tangle with Prasar
Bharti, the Dubai-based sports channel said it
would comply with the order and provide sig-
nals for the entire Indo-Pak cricket series to
DD. Addressing a press conference, Lalit Modi,
president, Modi Enterprises, reiterated, “The
option of an out-of-court settlement with DD is
still open. If and when Prasar Bharti comes up
with a proposal, we are willing to examine it.”
Modi also indicated that the possibility of Ten
Sports re-negotiating with advertisers was
still open. Ten Sports’ distribution arm Modi
Entertainment has said its “initial damages”
on account of cable distribution are Rs 208
crore. Ten Sports is working on its final dam-
ages which will be made available to the court
at the next hearing. mw

The higger picture

By Siddharth Varadarajan/TNN

New Delhi: The uncertainty over the telecast
of the ongoing Indo-Pak cricket series would
never have come into the picture had there
been an Indian law reconciling market princi-
ples—which govern the sale of TV rights—
with the right of the public to see “events of
national interest” free of cost.

India is one of the few countries with a vi-
brant pay-TV sector not to have a regulatory
framework. Countries like Britain, Ireland,
Denmark, Italy, Germany and South Africa all
have broadcast laws -covering the telecast of
national sporting (or cultural) events. TOI
brings you a detailed country-by-country pic-
ture of how “national interest” is dealt with in
broadcast laws. P13

¥ . DD cannot insert its own |

Ganguly lays
mind field
for Shoaib

By Dinesh Chopra/TNN

Rawalpindi: To win, you
play not anly on the field,
but off it too, for cricket’s
not only a battle of the bat
and ball but also a war of
nerves. And Sourav Gan-
guly seems to be doing
just that, if his recent ac-
tions are any indication.

Hig jibe at Shoaib
Akhtar’s dodgy action on
Tuesday is being seen as
nothing but an attempt to
get under the Pakistani
speedster’s skin and there-
by dent the Pakistan
team’s confidence. Sources
told TNN that the plan was
discussed at a team meet-
ing before Sourav went
public. Asked about his
opinion of the speedster’s
bowling action at the post-
match press conference at
the Pindi Cricket Ground,
Sourav remarked, “We’ve
all watched it on TV and
we all know how it looks
like. 1 don’t need to say
anything else.”

A member of the team
said: “We thought if we
could dent Shoaib’s confi-
dence, the entire Pakistan
team could be deflated. So,
there is a conscious effort
1o keep reminding him of
his suspect action on and
off the field.”

“These are all mind
games,” said chief selector
Wasinm Bari. “Ganguly is
renowned for these tactics.
Shoaibhas played all over
the worid and no one has
questioned his action.”

——
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Gen gets close

look at

WMDs

Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf meets Sachin
Tendulkar in Islamabad on Wednesday

Sachin’s the
best: Inzy

By Dinesh Chopra/TNN

Islamabad: It was time for
some more kebabs. But this
time they were being served
at the Awan-e-Sadar in the
President’s House. The ocas-
sion was special as the Pak-
istan President Pervez
Musharraf hosted a recep-
tion for the Indian and Pak-
istani teams on Wednesday.

Just five minutes drive
from Hotel Marriott, where
the teams are put up, the
President’s House and the ad-
joining areas were sealed
with the Blue Book security.
reserved for the President
and the PM in Pakistan.

Team manager Rathakar
Shetty introduced the mem-
bers of the Indian contin-
gent to the president. This
was followed by Pakistani
team manager Haroon
Rashid doing the same.

The teams were received
by the president’s protocol
officers and were then led to
the main hall where he ap-
peared after ten minutes at-
tired in his army uniform.
He specially picked up
Shoaib Akhtar and Sachin
Tendulkar, the two stars of
the Indian and the Pakistani
teams respectively calling
them “weapons of mass de-
struction”.

Rawalpindi: "He is the best
batsman in the world today.”
said Pak captain Inzamam-
ul Haq prasing Sachin Ten-
dulkar, who scored a bril-
liant 141 in the second One-
day international on Tues-
day. “Sachin thoroughly de-
serves the honour of being
the first to score 13.000 runs
in ODIs. The amount of
hard work he's put in for
this landmark is amazing. It
takes a long time to get
there.”

Sachin said his century
would have carried greater
value 1If his team had won.
“It wasn't an easy track to
bat chasing a big total under
lights.” he said. "The ball
stopped and came on slow.
You had to be selective in
vour shots. Their bowlers
did pretty well and pushed
the ball through and made it
difficult for us.”

Sachin said that he was
unaware that he had
reached 13.000 til} after he
was dismissed in the 39th
over. "I'm feeling very good
being back in Pakistan. The
hospitality is great and I'm
enjoving it.” he said. neuers
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Core issue is cricket, no

REUTERS

Jinnah's
city wins
argument

Avirook Sen
Karachi, March 14 -

THERE MUST be something
pretty compelling happening
for a whole city — a melting
pot of over 14 million people —
to change its behaviour pat-
tern. But Karachi has held its
(sometimes corrosive) passion
firmly in a bladder in its un-
derbelly for 48 hours now. They
like all the harmless tripe
about peace and brotherhood
here, but it’s clear what they
like even more: to watch a
cricket match peacefully.

The last time India played in
Karachi in 1997, the match was
marred by stone-throwing as
India chased their target. Pak-
jstan were close to forfeiting it
before the crowd was brought
under control. India won, but
(after all, this is a season for
cliches) cricket didn’t. Now, In-
dia has won again and it is well
past midnight Saturday but the
eating joints and hangouts at
Port Basin are open. Without
exception, every conversation
goes: Indian? Mubarak ho.

The cabbies tell you thatand
waiters who stick menus that
horrify vegetarians tell you
that. The thing is, people who
have no dollars to extract out

GUNS 'N’ ROSES Sourav Ganguly arrives at his Islamabad hotel surrounded by a sea of security.

of you tell you that as well.
But let’s not be foolish. This
has got to be temporary. A new-
ly acquired friend says, “I
doubt if the bladder would hold
up over five days.” Well, who
knows, but for now Karachi is
basking in the compliments it’s
getting. No less a person than
Jagmohan Dalmiya promised a
five-day Test match soon. It’s
also gettmg an arm~ache slap-

ping its own back: Sind Gover-
nor Ishratul Ibad Khan said the
crowd negated “the wrong per-
ception being propagated about
Karachi in the Western media”.
Truth is, there are two Kara-
chis. And only one — God
knows how — was let into Na-
tional Stadium on Saturday. The
other can be found in various
places around town — even on
Saturday, Karachi's ‘good day’.

It’s nearly two in the morn-
ing but there’s a lot of noise at
the beachfront. On Sea View,
there are bunches of young
men — only men — their bikes
revving with no particular
purpose. It's here, down Kara-
chi’'s smoothest roads, that
they race cars, and play games
of ‘chicken’ (stupid dare
games which could prove fa-
tal). They do all this because

" Indlan team Invited
vMusharmftoatea

o March 17

lTelecastwar

Ten Sports afieges DD
deleted its logo and ads .
during match telecast and
that DD signal was stolen by

. several countries as it was
not encrypted

= Media mood

Pakistani media praises
Sourav’s boys, ‘They don't
panic even when pushed to
the wall, says a report

there’s nothing else to do, not
even movies to watch.

So what does that leave? Cri-
cket, of course. Saturday’s
game wasn’t just about India
and Pakistan. It was about Jin-
nah’s city, relegated to the
fringes of the cricketing map,
trying to make a case for itself.
Its arguments were restrained
— and compelling.

See also HT Sport
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Kashmir

D

Pervez spoils spirit of
Karachi camaraderie

Vinod Sharma
New Delhi, March 14

JUST WHEN ordinary Indians
and Pakistanis were slapping each
other’s backs over the peaceful
conduct of the Karachi ODI, Pres-
ident Pervez Musharraf soured
the newfound spirit of bonhomie.
He told a largely Indian audience
in Delhi via a satellite address that
New Delhi, in marked change of
stand, had accepted in the joint
statement issued in Istamabad af-
ter the January meeting between
Vajpayee and Musharraf that
Kashmir was the “central” or
“core” issue between the two coun-
tries and that Islamabad was a par-
ty to the dispute.

While the general’s observation
caused “as much mirth as con-
cern” among Pakistan watchers in
Delhi, the ministry of external af-
fairs (MEA) recalled in a carefully
worded rejoinder that the January
6 joint press statement in Islam-
abad had not referred to any so-
called central or core issue. The
understanding was to “address all
bilateral issues, including J&K”.

The MEA warned Islamabad
that any unilateral interpretation
of the press statement would be
counter-productive in building
trust or taking the peace process

Bon’t bash us, Ash’
PRESIDENT PERVEZ Mush-
arraf has made a personal
appeal to Aishwarya Rai,
asking her not to act in films
that show Pakistan in poor

Iight. 1 would request (yuu)
h filn

forward. Engaging in public rheto-
ric (displayed by Musharraf) was
contrary to the understanding and
restraints observed by the two
sides since January, it said.
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One
Rahul
roots for
another

LOKENDRA PRATAP SAHI

Karachi, March 13: For a while
this morning, the Rahul
Dravids were upstaged by sib-
lings Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka. The latter’s hus-
band, Robert Vadra, was
around too and the trio’s
every movement at the
National Stadium evoked at-
tention worthy of the hottest
stars in Bollywood and
Lollywood.

Of course, also very
visible were about a dozen SPG
personnel, who sanitised the
areas visited by the lovely
Priyanka and Co. Stop No. 1
was Pakistan board chairman
Shaharyar Khan’s box and,
then, came a brief contact with
the janata. Later, they sat in
the press gallery for well over
an hour.

At the break, it was back to
the chairman’s hospitality.

The cricket bit apart, the
visit had an element of a public
relations exercise. And, if the
response (of the public and the
media) is an indication, the sal-
war-kameez sporting Priyanka
starred in a blockbuster.

Despite having gradually
emerged a public figure,
Priyanka remains very shy. In
fact, when The Telegraph
asked (in the chairman’s box)
whether she had a favourite in
Team India, her initial re-
sponse was a smile only.

It’s when the guestion
was repeated that Priyanka
said: “Actually, I'm for the en-
tire team but, if you insist, 1
reckon it’s Sachin Ten-
dulkar...” Elder brother
Rahul was more reticent. How-
ever, he too picked Sachin as
his “favourite”.

The trio, by the way, came
armed with the Tricolour
and the India hat. While
Robert, wearing a suit as op-
posed to Rahul’s shirt-trouser
combination, seemed to cheer
more vociferously, Priyanka
quite enjoyed holding up the
Tricolour.

As first reported in these
columns, they have been ac-
corded state guest status.

They return home from here
itself.

v A

Karachi pitch to sell peace, bond with

RASHEED KIDWAI

March 13: When the target is
“young India”, cricket has to be

“the link.

10 Janpath insiders have conf-
irmed that the GeNext Nehru-
Gandhis will have “some partici-
pation” in election 2004 and that
Rahul and Priyanka’s presence
in Karachi is part of a well
thought-out strategy.

As cricket cuts across all bar-
riers, the idea, sources said, isto
bond with the youth in a country
where 52 per cent of the popula-
tion is below 25. The other plan,
they added, is to send a subtle

COLOURS OF VICTORY: Priyanka and Rahul cheer Team India in Karachi on Saturday. (AFP)

message to the minorities that
like Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, Sonia Gandhi’s “fami-
ly”, too, has a “cherished desire”
to restore India-Pakistan rela-
tions.

The strategy was worked out
at a series of informal meetings
within the family and with “well
wishers”, who included apoliti-
cal persons.

The sources said broader co-
ntours of Priyanka’s and Rah-
ul’s participation in politics are
being worked out. One of the pla-
ns involves a sort of “carpet-bo-
mbing” in 100-0dd constituenci-
es where the Congress has a stro-

4 MAR 2004

ng presence or finished a close
second last time to take its tally
beyond 150 seats.

About 30 of these constituen-
cies will be in Uttar Pradesh whi-
ch, party strategists believe, wo-
wld “make or mar” Sonia Gand-
hi’s chances of becoming Prime
Minister. Constituencies in And-
hra Pradesh, Karnataka, Maha-
rashtra, Kerala, Assam; Rajast-

han, Orissa, Chhattisgarh and

Delhi have also been marked out.

Another plan being worked
on involves Rahul and Priyanka
as candidates — a pressing de-
mand from the rank and file. In-
vitations from down south to

Amethi and RaiBareli have been
pouring in for the siblings.

The third envisages a sce-
nario in which Rahul is a candi-
date while Priyvanka focuses on
campaigning. However, an equa-
1ly enthusiastic section wants
Priyanka to contest and Rahul to
campaign. This section feels that
if Priyanka contests, it would re-
sult in “long time benefits” for
the party.

Sources, however, said Priy-
anka and Rahul are somewhat
apprehensive. According to their
assessment, entry in politics is
not merely a question of adorn-
ing public offices or keeping the

“family flag” flying high. Sou-
reces close to them said they have
been thinking of the larger ques-
tion — their future role and their
ability to “do justice” in the face
of the exaggerated expectations
from Congress workers.

They are also thinking about
the time after the elections, the
sources added.

What happens if the party
fares badly, triggering bitterness
and bickering within the “Con-
gress parivar’? As a source close
to the family said: “There is no
problem about the entry. It is the
exit route that is bothering.”

But, for the moment, it is

youth

ericket — and its mass appeal —
that the party is trying to cash
on. Rahul loves the game.

On November 4, 2001, Rahul
was seen bowling gentle off-spin-
ners at the Jawaharlal Nehru St-
adium in Deihi in a friendly bet-
ween 10 Janpath and scribes cov-
ering the Congress beat.

Packed with the athletic Spe-
cial Protection Group guards,
the 10 Janpath team trounced
the media side by eight wickets
with his brother-in-law Robert
Vadra doing an Inzamam-ul-
Hag, getting himself run out.
Rahul picked up two wickets and
scored 25 runs.
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The Prime Minister presents a bat with a good

NEW DELHI, March 10. —
This was one farewell straight
from the heart. Mr Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee today urged the
Indian cricketers to not only
win the matches in Pakistan
but also win the hearts of the
people there. “Khel hi nahin,
dil bhi jeetiye (Not only the
game, win hearts as well),” the
Prime Minister wrote on a bat
he presented to skipper Sour-
av Ganguly, when the team
called on him this morning be-
fore leaving for Lahore.

The cricketers also presen-
ted Mr Vajpayee a bat signed
by all of them as a memento.
The Prime Minister shook
hands with Ganguly and the
rest of the team and posed for
group photographs with them,
while the Delhi Police band
played in the background.

As the Men in Blue arrived
in a tourist bus named “Gaur-
av”, rows of schoolchildren
lined up at the Prime Minis-
ter’s 7, Race Course Road res-
idence, cheering and waving

will message scribbled on it to Sourav Ganguly in New Delhi on Wednesday. — AFP

plagards wishing, their heroes

in the Indian team good luck.

The placards had messages
like “Best of Luck” and “Atal
ne diya cricket ka uphaar, In-
dia-Pakistan sadbhavana ka
prachar” (Atal’s cricket gift
spreads harmony in India and
Pakistan).

Before calling on the Prime
Minister, police and IB officers
gave the team a detailed brief-
ing on security aspects and how
to conduct themselves in the
event of any attack. — SNS

Telecast row

NEW DELHI, March 10. — Days
before the Indo-Pak cricket series,
the government is turning to
persuasion and if that fails, stronger
measures, to get Ten Sports to part
with terrestrial rights for the
matches. The Centre, while not in-
terested in commercial issues,
wants 55 per cent of Indian house-
holds that do not get cable-connec-
tions, to get the telecast on Door-
darshan’s terrestrial channel.

— SNS

THE STATESMAN

Shunting goodwill,
hunting for victory

LAHORE, March 10. — On his arrival here for a
historic series, Indian cricket captain Souraw
Ganguly today declaresl that his team will play to
win in all their matches against Pakistan. He indi-

-cated clearly that he for one did not think that the

goodwill factor would dilute his team’s determina-
tion to put it across the hosts. “I do not agree that
winning is not important. It is important to win the
series. It is a cricket match and both teams will try
to win,” he said. Ganguly was responding to re-
marks by Pakistan coach Javed Miandad that win-
ning and losing was irrelevant and the only winner *
in this goodwill series §
would be the game of
cricket, but he could
as easily have been
making sure that his
team mates didn’t get
too carried away by
the Prime Minister’s
emphasis on peace
and good cheer. Cric-
ket, the skipper gently
seemed to suggest,
was slightly more im-
portant than all that.
On matters of the
field, the suave Indian
captain said he had a
simple plan to stop
“Rawalpindi Express”
Shoaib Akhtar in his |
tracks — “(We’ll) pull
the chain!” He added,
on a more Serious no- T
te, “we don't have a gy ot ) ahore airport, — AFP
special strategy to co-
unter Shoaib. We’ll play each ball on merit. Asked
what the Prime Minister had told him and his team-
mates during a meeting earlier in the day in Delhi,
he said: “He wished us good luck and said he would
follow the games on TV.” Team India will play five
ODIs and three Tests in this, the first Indo-Pak
series in 15 years. India will play a warm-up game
here tomorrow before the first ODI in Karachi on
Saturday. — PTI (Full coverage on page 12)
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Years of wait end with 30-minute dela.

9o 3

wwv ,
Takeoff
‘deferred
in safety
drill

LOKENDRA PRATAP SAHI

Lahore, March 10: Whatever
the official explanation, the de-
parture of xtilan Airlines’ spe-
cial flight (IC 1845) from New

Delhi this afternoon, carrying -

Sourav Ganguly’s Team India
for the first full tour of Pakistan
in over 14 years, was delayed
by half-an-hour for “security
reasons”.

According to The Tele-
graph’s sources, the Airbus 320
left at 1.30 pm (IST) and not as
scheduled because the Indian se-
curity agencies wanted to “elim-
inate the possibility of a time-
specific explosion” on the route
to be taken by the team after
landing at the Allama Igbal In-
ternational Airport here.

“The world had come to know
the flight would leave at 1.00 pm.
And, so, people inimical to the
growing relations between Isla-
mabad and New Delhi could
have planned something coin-
ciding with the scheduled ar-
rival. The 30-minute delay, there-
fore, was meant to thwart any
time-specific mischief,” a source
said.

Nothing untoward happened
— perhaps nothing can, given

» the incredible level of security
scripted by President Pervez
Musharraf’s secretariat. To
start with, there was a dummy
team bus and a decoy convoy in
place at the airport. Besides out-

THE TELEGRAPH

Pakistani commandos flank Sourav Ganguly as he arrives at a news conference in Lahore on Wednesday. (AFP)

riders and commandos, the bus
carrying the players was flanked
by armed palicemen on mobikes.

Apparently, “protection on
the flanks” was insisted upon by
Yashovardhan Azad, the IG who
made arecce trip to Pakistan last
month. One understands he also
insisted that traffic come to a
halt at “all intersections”
crossed by the Indians. The sec-
ond drill seeks to eliminate the
risk of a suicide bomber ram-
ming into the team bus.

Further, it is learnt that the
Indian security agencies havere-

quested their counterparts to
“doubly verify” the antecedents
of all drivers and helpers as-
signed to Souray and Co.

At the hotel (Pear] Continen-
tal), it is difficult for even a fly
to siton Sourav’s shoulders as he
is being guarded by six comman-
dos, all armed and wearing black
T-shirts proclaiming “No Fear”.
That is the motto of the person-
nel drawn from the most elite
wing of Punjah Police.

The players have been cau-
tioned against going out alone.
Moreover, there is a directive

from the home ministry in Delhi
to avoid sightseeing and shop-
ping in Karachi and Peshawar.
The dos and don’ts were con-
veyed at a briefing by the home

ministry this morning, where

Azad held centrestage. That had
been preceded by a “back-
grounder and tips” from a senior
foreign ministry mandarin.
Only two IPS officers — Azad
himself and Manoj Lal, an addi-
tional commissioner in New

6

Delhi — have accompamed \
the team.
W See Sport and Page 5
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Sourav chain for Shoalb

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Lahore, March 10: The most ea-
gerly awaited touchdown in
these parts occurred at 1.45 pm
(local time) and the cynosure
was an Indian Airlines Airbus
320, bearing Sourav Ganguly’s
team, on a special flight num-
bered 1845 from New Delhi. For a
million reasons, that moment is
going to remain special.

Sourav, who was seated next
to John Wright in the first row —
the partners across the aisle
were Sachin Tendulkar and
Rahul Dravid — took his time
getting up once captain A.K.
Malhotra directed his crew to
“disarm the doors”.

Perhaps, Sourav was reflect-
ing on his aggressive “we will
rewrite history” remark in Cal-
cutta yesterday. Or; he could have
been marvelling at the very con-
temporary Allama Igbal Inter-
national Airport. The old facili-
ty, after all, had been anything
but international. ]

Whatever, Sourav walked off
ramrod-straight and even if the
Inzamame-ul Hags were not aro-

und, made a statement with that
confident body langnage. Later,
at the first media conference in
Pakistan addressed by a (senior)
India captain in almost seven
years, he struck the right notes.

The opening question &
“who is responsible for no Test
cricket between the two coun-
tries, in Pakistan, for over 14
years?” — was intended to be a
vicious bouncer. Sourav, though,
coolly let it pass: “I'm not sure...
Let the manager (Ratnakar Shet-
ty) answer that... But, yes, it’s
good to be here.”

Shetty advised the media to
focus on cricket only. That did
not go unheeded.

Talking of the two teams, So-
urav insisted “consistently bet-
ter cricket” would determine the
winner. Of course, he declined to
be drawn into the debate over
favourites. Yet, he promised in-
tensity that would match what
had been on display in the classic
four-Test series in Australia.

Given his own passionate ap-
proach, it is not surprising that
Sourav disagreed with Pakistan
coach Javed Miandad that “good-
will” is going to be the favoured

flavour over the next five-six
weeks. “Both teams will be com-
peting to win,” he said.

Predictably, there were ques-
tions about Shoaib Akhtar and
the impact he may have. In a de-
parture from his customary so-
very-serious answers, Sourav
had the huge turnout * splits
when he responded to ¢ . juery
(“how are you goingto d : --ilthe
Rawalpindi Express?”) _ . sayi-
ng: “Pulling the chain, pi - aps!”

Earlier inthe day, Soi.” rand
his players were wisher :rgood
Tuck” by Prime Minister. “al Bi-
hari Vajpayee on the law :of 7
Race Course Road. Ti '« 45-
minute interaction also sz rbats
exchanged. Team India ga 2 one
(plus the tour tie) to Vaj ayee,
who, in turn, offered one vitha
message which mirrored his
sentiments: “Khel mein jeetna
hai, lekin dil bhi jeetna hai
(Games must be won, but so
must hearts).”

Vajpayee spent some time
speaking to Wright and, as are-
sult, the coach was subjected to
leg-pulling by his wards: “So,
John, have you been offered a
ticket somewhere?”
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clear directive
from Centre

A
Pradeep Magazine q;v Q/

and Shekhar Iyer
New Delhi, February 13

TIRED OF being pressured thr-
ough “nothing official about it”
methods to stop India’s Pakistan
tour from going ahead in March,
BCCI chief Jagmohan Dalmiya
told Hindustan Times on Friday
he “needs a clear directive” from
the home ministry whether the
Centre wants the tour cancelled
or postponed. “I won’t let anyone
fire from my shoulders,”
Dalmiya said.

The misgivings in a section of
the government over whether the
team should go to Pakistan have
never been officially conveyed to
Dalmiya. “I have heard nothing
from the government so far. I get
to know what I am being told by
the government from the papers I
read,” the BCCI chief said.

Sources close to Dalmiya said
he’s told them he would abide by
whatever the government eventu-

ally decides, but thathe would also -

reveal the “real reasons” for the
tour being cancelled or postponed
if the BCCI is forced to announce
such a decision.

Dalmiya is the only person
who’s been willing to go on
record on an issue that gets

© murkier by the day. First, agen-

cies under the MHA cited the se-
curity threat to players as a rea-
son for cancellation. When every
other body concerned, including
the RAW (and even Pakistan-
based terror outfits), said the
fears were unfounded, a more
plausible reason for the opposi-
tion to the tour came to light: the
sensitive issue of Indo-Pak crick-
et would affect the coming polls.

At a meeting in the PMO on
Thursday, there was concern
that politics would have to com-
pete against cricket during the
campaign — voters would rather
watch the matches than watch
their netas. While this was dis-
cussed as a no-win situation for
all parties, there were issues be-
neath this that specifically af-

W \4
smgbafore..sta‘rt ‘

fected the BJP. The possibility of
communal tension during the
tour came up. It was felt that this
could prove a huge embarrass-
ment for the government.

But a greater embarrassment,
according to the no-tour lobby,
would be to go to Pakistan and
lose. The feel-good wave the BJP
is riding would vanish, it said.

Now, a new proposal is doing
the rounds: have a short “peace
series” of one-dayers now and go
on the 40-day tour after the polls.
There is a problem with this: In-
dia’s schedule next year is set
and it would be logistically im-
possible to accommodate a tour.

.Eventually, it will be up to the
Prime Minister to decide the fate
of this idea — and the tour. He
hasn’t revealed his mind yet.

Dalmiya hasn’t heard about
the proposed “peace series”. He
will read about it in the HT
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Militants won't pla

o e
BCCI ALSO SAT|SF‘;ED w g YO SAY

WITH PAK MEASURES

Mubashir Zaidi
Islamabad, February 11

MILITANT GROUPS have de-
nied that they have any inten-
tion of mounting attacks ag-
ainst the Indian cricket team
when it tours Pakistan. And the
Pakistani Interior Ministry has
also discounted the threat of a
terrorist strike.

Spokesmen of the Khud-
damul Islam (formerly Jaish-e-
Mohammed), Jamaat-ud-dawa
(formerly Lashkar-e-Tayyeba)
and Hizbul Mujahideen said
they would not disrupt the tour.

A Jaish spokesman said Islam-
abad’s crackdown has paralysed
the outfit and the accusation that
it has plans to attack the Indian
team is a “propaganda stunt” by
the Indian government.

Jamaat-ud and Hizb spokes-
men said they do not and will
not target civilians. The Jamaat-
ud spokesman also said India
might be using the bogey of a
militant strike to “shy away
from facing the Pakistani team”.

The Pakistan interior min-
istry said the only possible
threat is that of a suicide bomb-
ing and the tour is 99 per cent se-
cure. Given the attack on Pervez
Musharraf, officials say, noth-
ing can be completely ruled out.

But the security blanket is
pretty all-encompassing. Interi-
or ministry officials say a 100-
strong security team incorpo-
rating anti-terrorist comman-
dos will be present at all match
venues. Spectators will be thor-

- oughly screened at the gates and

allowed to carry only posters.
They will not be allowed to get
anywhere near the players.
Despite these measures, there
are obvious misgivings in India.
One section in the government

is trying to put obstructions in
the way of the tour, citing past
threats. But RAW has told the
government that though the
threats can never be completely
discounted, the tour, which is a
significant part of the peace
process, should go ahead.

Sources in New Delhi say the
three-member team - compris-
ing two BCCI officials and an IB
official — now in Pakistan to re-
view security has asked the au-
thorities to provide information
about owners, partners, promot-
ers and staff of hotels where the
Indian team will stay. The Pak au-
thorities have promised to oblige.

Pakistan has, however, turn-

ed down the suggestion that In-
dian security teams man the in-
ner cordon of hotel security (as
they did for A.B. Vajpayee), say
intelligence sources.
The three-member Indian dele-
gation that’s in Pakistan to re-
view security for the forthcom-
ing tour is satisfied with the
arrangements being planned.
But some of the players are con-
cerned about the psychological
pressures that too much securi-
ty can bring about.

"The impression the players
have is that they will be cooped
up in their hotel rooms on the
tour and allowed out only for
practice sessions.

A senior Indian player told
HT on Tuesday that it would “in
any case be a tough tour” and
“if we have to be confined to the
hotel or ground, it will be
tremendously draining mental-
ly”. But Pakistani Cricket Board
official dispelled this fear: “We
have made it very clear that this
won’t be the case.”

(With inputs from Kadambari
Murali/Chandan Nandy and
Rajnish Sharma)
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PROPACG.
Nagshbandi, spokesman
for Khuddamui isiam
(formerly JAISH-e-
Mohammad, whose
commander Masood
Azhar, right, is on
the run)

it rnay be a gloy

by India to avoid
facing the Pakistan
crickes teamy’

Abu Zaid, spokesman for

Jamaat-ud-Dawa
(formerly LASHKAR-e-Tayyeba)

“We only target
tndian securnty
iorees’

A spokesman for
HIZBUL-Mujahideen

spoilsport

MEANWHILE, there's a jussle
within the Indian govt on whether
the tour should go ahead. Agencies
under the Home Ministry have
been cautiously negative. But RAW
is cavtiously positive

ows analysis P53
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US body puts
India on List
of intolerant
countries

S. Rajagopalan
Washington, February 11

THE US Commission on Interna-
tional Religious Freedom has
again recommended the inclu-
sion of India to the list of “coun-
tries of particular concern
(CPC)”. The recommendation,
however, was not unanimous, for
four of the commission’s nine
members were against the move.

The commission justified the
recommendation on grounds of
“continuing violence against
Muslims and Christians” and
the Indian government’s failure
to adequately address the Gu-
jarat killings.

But Chairperson Michael K.
Young, Vice-chairperson Felice
D. Gaer, only Indian member
Preeta D Bansal and Archbishop
Charles J Chaput said it would
be “inappropriate at this time”
to include India in the CPC list.

“India has the legal and demo-
cratic traditions to deal with
religious intolerance and should
be strongly encouraged to do
s0,” the four said in their note
of dissent.

But the dissenters too were
harsh on India’s record of con-
tinuing attacks on religious mi-
norities. “We remain deeply con-
cerned over incidents of reli-
giously-based violence in Gu-
jarat and other parts of India
that have resulted in loss of life,
physical abuse, displacement
and other abuses,” the four dis-
senters’ note said.

“Moreover, we are very con-
cerned that justice has not been
done for the victims of the vio-
lence against Muslims that took
place in Gujarat in early 2002,
and that incidents of mob vio-
lence against Christians, Mus-
lims and other religious minori-
ties have continued in parts of
the country,” the note said.
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