wDreaded
- 10 000 on
M’akarta lips

tanda Aceh (Indonesia),
yec. 27 (Reuters): Indonesian

ice-president Jusuf Kalla
aid today the death toll from a
sunami that swept across the
ndian Ocean region could hit
10,000 in one area of his coun-
1y alone.

That would more than dou-
sle the death count for all In-
{onesia of 4,912 given earlier
yy a government minister.

Kalla’s comments came
\fter a visit to this provincial

:apital where, during the day, .

rescue W@rke;s pulled. hun-

jreds.of bodies from treetops,
-ivers and wrecked homes,
rying to clean up before dis-
ase could spread.

Speaking in the northern
umatran city of Medan,
alla said: “In Banda Aceh,
1e deaths (could be) between
1000 t0 10,000”.

It was unclear whether

{alla, who said he had attend-
»d a mass burial of 1,500 bod-
ies in the afternoon, was refer-
ring only to Banda Aceh prop-
er or the surrounding area.
The health ministry had earli-
er estimated deaths in Banda
Aceh at 3,000.

More than 24 hours after
waves crushed houses and
swept through downtown
streets of the sprawling, low-
lying city, troops were still un-
loading piles of bodies from
military trucks as weeping
and dazed survivors tried to
identify victims. At a market
on Banda Aceh’s outskirts,
hundreds of swollen bodies
were covered with bright or-
ange plastic sheets.

“I'm tired. I'm looking for

“father. Please help me,”

ailed Maimori, 22. She said
her father was a fish seller and
last spoke to her yesterday be-
fore going to the market.

As night fell, dozens of
bodies were still scattered on
streets and masses of debris —
mud, ruined trucks and cars,
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mangled motorcycles and
wood from shattered houses —
deposited when the tsunami
swept asfar as § km inland had
yet to be cleared.

Banda Aceh was virtuaily
blacked out after dusk, with
power supply cut. Few people
ventured onto the streets, and
a stench of death hung over
{he city. Some activity could be
seen at the main mosque,
where Acehnese from outside
town came to ask residents
about missing relatives. Many
people remained unaccounted
for.

“] was outside my house,
people were screaming ‘big
waves, big waves,” said
Nazarudin, 40, lying on the
floor of a hospital hall, his foot
mangled and his face cut. 1
managed to hold onto a tree.
But my wife is gone. She is
missing”

The wall of water up to 10
metres high that followed a
massive earthquake off the In-
donesian coast killed more
than 22,000 people across Asia.

Many in Aceh drowned in
waters churning with huge
rocks, logs and the remnants
of homes uprooted by the
waves that slammed into the
northern tip of Sumatra is-
land yesterday. A wooden ship
over 50 metres long sat on: a
street near the seafront where
the raging waters had left it.

The UN said it had offered
to send disaster response
teams into restive Aceh, cur-
rently off-limits to foreign aid
workers because of a long-
running insurgency.

Thousands huddled in
mosques, tents and larger
buildings after the quake. In-
donesian President Susilo
Bambang Yudhoyono arrived
in the Aceh town of Lhokseu-
mawe late today. Indonesian
media said he prayed with
refugees and told them they
would get help soon.
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EplC entre Indonesia
trie: to come to terms

The Jakarta Post/ANé
& AP

LHOKSEUMAWE
(Indonesia), Dec. 26, —
Tidal waves swamped towns
in northwestern Indonesia
close to the epicentre of to-
day’s undersea earthquake
and left 4,185 dead, author-
ities said.

Most of the deaths were
reported from the provinee
of Aceh, which lics on the
northern tip of Sumatra Is-
land. Communication links
to many regions in Aceh are
still cut off some 12 hours
after the quake struck. rais-
ing fears that the toll would
rise further.
At least

000 people
eir homes and
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()fhces or other buildings
on higher ground, North
Aceh district head Mr
Alam Syah said. Hundreds
were still unaccounted for.

Witnesses  said  the
corpses of at least six chil-
dren were laid on stretchers
in morgues at one hospital
in the northern Acehnese
city of Lhokseumawe.

Communication links to
the town had been cut.
“Things look pretty bad in
Banda  Aceh,” lyang
Sukandar, secretary gener-
al of the Indonesian Red
Cross said.

The government strug-
gled to respond to the dis-
aster in Acch, which has
been torn by separatist vio-
lence for 26 years. “We still
don’t know what's happen-
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ing there because of a lack
of communication,” Vice-
President Mr Jusuf Kalta
said. “We're sending our
two top ministers to Aceh
now. We're also preparing
food supplies, medicines
and makeshift shelters as
emergency backup.”

An AP reporter in the
village of Lancuk close to
Lhokseumawe saw several
bodies wedged in trees.
“Waves as high as two or

three meters suddenly
rose up in the sea,” said a
fisherman.

More than 500 kilome-
ters to the south-east of
Banda Aceh, four fisher-
men drowned when high
waves hit their boat in a
river close to the coastal
town of Deli Serdang,

-
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ndonesia’s direct presxdentlal
lelection is a milestone in its

democratic transition. The
election process was free and
fair, with a landslide victory for
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono
who thanked President Mega-
wati “for bringing this demo-
cratic process”. In other words,
the incumbent President avoid-
ed the temptation of rigging the
election. And that is a testimony
to the gradual maturing of the
political system.

But this also means that the
people want the system to deli-
ver. In a country where 40 per
cent of the work force is estima-
ted to be either unemployed or
under-employed, people’s ex-
pectations from the new demo-
cratic system are scary. And
Susilo will have to bear the
brunt. Obviously, he will not be
able to perform miracles. But he
might be able to set the tone for
a hopeful future.

Personal style

Is he cut out for such a role?
What we know about Susilo is
that he has an easy personal style
enabling him to work with dicta-
tors as well as political hacks. He
has managed to survive and
prosper under the Suharto re-
gime and his successars. Which
is an admirable quality, but
could as well be an example of
sitting on the fence and lacking
leadership quality of making
tough decisions.

An example of his waffling: “It
is not the hope of the Indonesian
people to put human rights as
absolute. There must be a balan-
ce between liberty and security,
between freedom and order,
between rights and responsi-
bility”. Which is neither here nor
there. He can have his bet both
ways depending on the circums-
tances. This might explain his
rather mediocre performance in
his military and civilian lives.

Will he, therefore, rise to the
occasion in his new role as the
country’s president? He might

The author is a freelance writer
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because he has guite a few things
going in his favour. First, as
president he will be his own mas-
ter and not doing others’ bidding
as was the case before. Second,
as Indonesia’s popularly elected
president he doesn’t owe signifi-
cant political debts. With his po-
pular legitimacy, he can afford to
be more audacious to capture
people’s imagination. He might

even create a strategic vision for
the country — a common goal to
galvanise an otherwise disparate
and dispirited people.

Third, being less controversial
than most political leaders of In-
donesia, he has the tempera-
ment to create political har-
mony. He is already planning to
take steps “for reconciliation
between my side and Megawati’s
side for the cabinet”. In other
words, he might be able to create
a national political coalition re-
presented in his cabinet.

Old and new

But, even with the best will in
the world, Susilo will still be a
captive of the system. The
system is a hybrid of the old and
the new — the old still extant
from the Suharto era with acco-
mmodation for the country’s
new political elite. There is not
much in it for the common good.
There is even an element of self-

1p o¢7 20

congratulation at the country’s
nascent democracy, making it
somehow a substitute of sorts for
Jack of material development.
Susilo himself is a votary of the
system. He reportedly said that
that “the system, and not an
individual, is the true wise
leader”. In other words, he is not
likely to rock the systeni.
Susilo’s military background is

another question-mark. At the
popular level, it is working to his
advantage. Judging by the elec-
tion results, it would seem that
Indonesian people want as their
president to be a mix of military
and civilian attributes. Susilo is
proud of his military back-
ground, hailing from an army
family. His son is also an army
officer.

At the same time, he is also a
political populist. He comes out
as an honest leader keen to serve
his people. People are disillu-
sioned with Suharto’s civilian
successors so far. Susilo’s mix of
military and civilian qualities
might just do the trick. People
do not want to return to Su-
harto-like dictatorship, but they
do want a touch of discipline in
their national affairs. And Susilo
seems to fit that role. There is so
much riding on the newly-
elected president.

In the same way, so much is

expected of him by the United
States, Australia and others in
terms of dealing with terrorism.
Susilo is American-educated and
broadly in tune with the need to
effectively curb terrorism. With-
out a secure and safe national
environment, Indonesia would
have great difficulty attracting
foreign investments and gen-
erally create healthy economic
growth. All this is common
Sense.

US pressure

But another part of this equa-
tion is that a popularly elected
president will not remain popu-
lar for long if he is seen to be
doing others’ bidding, like acting
under US pressure. Indonesia is
not a terrorist territory. There is
only a tiny minority of hard-core
militants on the rampage. It is
true that they can and are doing
considerable damage. But they
do not have popular support for
their cause.

At the same time, Indonesians
are a proud people and do not
like being dictated to. They do
not like being the likely target of
a pre-emptive strike from out-
side the country to sort out their
terrorism problem. This is pre-
cisely the kind of things that are
not helpful to fight terrorism. It
gives terrorists a raison d’etre as
the saviour of a national/
religious cause.

And it creates and expands a
constituency with varying degree
of sympathy for their cause,
though not necessarily ap-
proving their methods. This is
what the terrorists want — a
deeply-felt sense of wrong being
visited on the Muslim people
because of their religion.

Indonesia’s newly-clected pre-
sident Susilo Bambang Yudh-
oyono will have the unenviable
task of meeting such diverse ex-
pectations of both his people at
home and his admirers abroad.
Whether or not he will be able to
deliver remains to be seen. But
one thing is for sure. Indonesia,
under its new president, is not
set for smooth sailing.
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t is a victory for Indonesia’s democracy that in an election

seen as fair both by domestic and international observers,
President Megawati Sukarnoputri was defeated by challenger
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, and power is to be transferred
on October 20. Sukarnoputri appeared less than graceful by
maintaining silence after her defeat, although she has not
challenged the result within the stipulated time limit, leading
the Constitutional Court to confirm Yudhoyono’s victory. Su-
karnoputri’s inarticulateness, in fact, was a general feature of
her presidency, and may have been a factor in her rejection.
Her term at the helm was neither outstanding nor disastrous,
it was mediocre. Her government stabilized Indonesia, both
economically and politically, after the turmoil of the late nine-
ties when the economy tanked and the Suharto regime was
brought down. The economic growth was about 5 per cent
annually, which is much less than what Indonesia experienced
under Suharto before the great East Asian meltdown, and not
enough to make a dent on high unemployment figures. Be-
sides no anti-corruption moves were initiated during her rule,
and Indonesia’s record on corruption, which hurts common
people, is the worst anywhere. Most of all, she wasn’t a
charismatic leader who could voice her people’s concerns and
state clearly how she would address them. Nevertheless, credit
belongs to her for restoring democracy in Indonesia.

She had to concede defeat to a minister in her own cabinet,
a former general. Reservations have been voiced about his
background in Indonesia’s notorious security apparatus,
which was used by Suharto to smash political dissent. But
Yudhoyono acquitted himself in democratic politics credi-
tably. He also acquired a PhD in economics, which is un-
characteristic of a former general. His credentials should
equip him to deal with Indonesia’s two challenges: security
and economics. Aceh is still boiling over, terrorist attacks take
place from time to time, radical Islamists of the Jemaah Isla-
miyah are active. On the economic front he must build inves-
tor confidence and attack widespread poverty. He also faces a
political challenge in that his Democratic Party controls only
56 out of 550 seats in the House of Representatives. He will,
therefore, have to co-opt some of the larger parties in
parliament to advance his legislative agenda. Despite every-
thing, the rapid progress Indonesia has made towards attain-
ing democratic stability makes it, in some ways, the counter-
Iraq or Palestine. In the latter places it appears that Samuel
Huntington’s despairing vision of the clash of civilizations is
coming true, with inordinate US-Israeli pressure leading to
the radicalisation of Islam. The world’s largest Muslim coun-
try grabs less attention from CNN, but it proves that Islam and
democracy are compatible. /
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SUSILO BAMBANG YUDHOYONO was con-
firmed the winner of Indonesia’s long-drawn
presidential election after the counting of votes
was completed in all parts of the vast archipela-
go. Mr. Yudhoyono crossed the last hurdle on
his way to becoming the sixth President when
the incumbent Megawati Sukarnoputri asked
her supporters to accept the verdict. While Mr.
Yudhoyono won over 60 per cent of the vote to
Ms. Megawati’s 38 per cent, he observed deco-
rum and waited for his rival’s concession
speech. The smoothness of the transition is sig-
nificant for two reasons: this is the first time
Indonesia has voted directly to elect a Presi-
dent; secondly, the popular mandate for Mr.
Yudhoyono is overwhelming, surpassing all
predictions. By denying Ms. Megawati’s party,
the Indonesia Democratic Party-Struggle (PDP-
D), a victory in the parliamentary elections earli-
er this year, voters indicated their desire for a
change in leadership. But although Mr. Yud-
hoyono led Ms. Megawati in the first round of
voting in the presidential election, none of the
three candidates — General Wiranto of Golkar
was the third contender — could secure more
than 50 per cent of the vote and this necessi-
tated the second round run-off between the top
two. The people of Indonesia have made a clear
and emphatic choice.

Can Mr. Yudhoyono, who was a member of
Ms. Megawati’s Cabinet until recently, live up
to expectations? The presidential contest was
essentially about personalities, not policies. But
several challenges will test the governance skills
of the new President and his political abilities.
Among the reasons for Ms. Megawati’'s defeat
were her inability to pull Indonesia’s economy
together — the country is yet to recover fully
from the 1997 South-East Asia economic melt-
down — and her failure to arrest widespread
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corruption and rising unempl(%?ment. The re-
cent suicide bombings outside the Australian
Embassy in Jakarta demonstrated that the re-
newed challenge of terrorism would demand"
Mr. Yudhoyono's attention. In this, his task will
be no different from the one his predecessor
faced: to track down terrorist networks in the
world’s largest Muslim country without being
branded a stooge of the United States, more
specifically of the Bush administration, in what
is perceived by most Indonesians as “a war
against Islam.” The former General’s policy on
the simmering separatist struggle in the prov-
ince of Aceh will also be crucial for the future of
a loosely knit nation of different ethnicities and
languages. But first and foremost, Mr. Yudhoyo-
no has the task of bringing the lower house of
parliament, where his Democratic Party has just
10 per cent of the seats, under his control. His
massive mandate should help.

Governing a democratic country is never easy
and Mr. Yudhoyono knows he must deliver. He
will be held accountable by a people who expect
a great deal. Indonesia can justly take pride in
setting up its first genuinely democratic govern-
ment, with both Parliament and President elect-
ed by the people. This has come seven years
after General Suharto, the brutal and corrupt
dictator who ruled Indonesia for three decades,
was dethroned by popular protests. The out-
going President, who was one of the main lead-
ers in the movement that led to the ouster of
Suharto, did not quite live up to the expecta-
tions of the people. Nonetheless, as she leaves
office, Ms. Megawati must be given a fair share
of credit for consolidating Indonesia’s demo-
cratic reforms and for ensuring the smooth con-
duct of the elections. Her comprehensive defeat
and acceptance of it can, in fact, be regarded as
her democratic vindication. /
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Yudhoyono wins
Indonesia polls

Mam!atz Prass g

JAKARTA, Oct. 4.
Voters handed former
General Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono - a landslide
victory in Indonesia’s first
direct presidential elec-
tion, according to official
results announced today.
The US-educated candi-
date will be inaugurated
on 20 October.

Markets and foreign

governments will be eager .

to see how he intends to
tackle the many problems
facing the world’s most
populous Muslim nation.
The official results of
the 20 September election
showed Gen. Yudhoyono
with 60.62 per cent of the
votes, ahead of Ms
Megawati Sukarnoputri’s
39.38 per cent. A total of
115 million people voted.
Gen. Yudhoyono’s cam-
paign team cancelled a
planned acceptance
speech late today after Ms
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Gen. Yudhoyono: it's time out for

President Megawati. — AFP
Megawati did not concede
as she had been expected
to, , his aides said.

Ms Megawati, who dur-
ing her three-year term in
office rarely addressed the
media, will “speak at the
right time”, said her cam-
paignh  manager Mr
Pramono Agung, adding
that she fully accepted the
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results.

Earlier in the day, Gen.
Yudhoyono already began
speaking like the new
leader. “I will arrange the
makeup of the next gov-
ernment and a programme
for the first 100 days, and
then will explain to the
people what the govern-
ment is truly working for,”
he told reporters.

A running tally of votes
had shown Gen. Yudh-
oyono with an insur-
mountable lead in, the
election for more than a
week, but he had declined
to claim victory until Ms
Megawati had conceded.

The election was the
first in which Indonesia’s
210 million people were
able to vote directly for
their President. The poll,
which was peaceful and
free of irregularities, was
praised as a key step in the
country’s transition to
democracy after the down-

fall of ex-dictator Suharto
in1998. 7
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for shortcomings
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Associated Press

JAKARTA, Sept. 23. — Indonesian
President Ms Megawati Sukarnoputri
refused to acknowledge defeat in this
week’s national elections, but apologised
for her government’s shortcomings today
and called on the next administration to be
“more responsive to the needs of the peo-
ple”. Ms Megawati told the People’s Con-
sultative Assembly that her Cabinet had
enacted key democratic reforms, helped
decentralise the country’s administration
and peacefully ended sectarian and reli-
gious conflicts across the archipelago.

But she acknowledged that corruption
and terrorism remain problems, saying “it
is hoped that the next government will be
more responsive to the needs of the peo-
ple. ...It is undeniable that there are a lot of
tasks which we did not complete and vari-
ous weaknesses that still have to be
improved. For these weaknesses and all the
things that have not been finished... I offer
vou my deepest apologices™.

“The bombing in... Bali in 12 October
2002, the bombing at the Marriott Hotel in
Jakarta in 3 August 2003, as well as the
bomb in front of the Australian embassy in
9 Septcmb;r 2004 have reinforced our

Ms Sukarnoputri wipes a tear during her last

AFP

awareness that terror threats must not be
underestimated,” she said.

With 104 million of the estimated 120
million votes cast in Monday’s elections -
counted, challenger Mr Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono had 61 per cent to Ms
Megawati’s 39 per cent, according to the
gencral election commission. '

address to Parliament on Thursday. —




‘Pres 8y , ‘UomjeIou0Ias
J0y aw ST 3, ‘suopIquIE [ep
-usp1saad STy 1840 moJ J8)31q &
19)Je YOTey UT JOISTUTUL AJL.IN0

-9 JOIUD SB j8uIqes Jo1] 3nb oy
SOUIS WY pa3pa[mouyde Afaqeq
seyorgnd ur oym ‘4¢ ‘TiemeSoy

"01 o peyorax Apeaire sey

‘Aepuopy uo oe Blieyer ul sjapiodal o) syeads (s13ua9)
ouoAoypny Suequeg ojisng m::_m\s-c_-h:mv_wmi ueisauopu|

s[jod L1038

9 X10301A Surrepop NOYIIM
KBPUOIN UO pres ouofoy
-POA [ JUN0D 9y uo poseq ley}
3urmouy aq [[Im 1 ‘mou wo.ay
sAep o1 Alqeqoag “Uo1)10819
STU] UL PINOM T Jey) aans wi |
usaym jauiqeo ayy - Surwaog
Jo 3urquryy w,y,, ‘sewoo uswt
-Pdunouue jsurqed Lue =R (0)4
“90 ¥99M ® Uey} a10wW aq Prnod
N y3noye jeurqes SIY ut ‘ouo
-Tpaog IejsTurwr soueuly payo
-odsaJ-fom S.leme3aIA urejal

01 ouofoypnyg 100dxa Auep
‘19uUIqed 3uoms e jurodde
M4 ‘sS ‘ouokoypny ATpusLy
-1ONIRW 9] suonjeloadxs uo
PUE UoTjeu wisnpy snomndod
Isow” s,pliom oy} ur uosees
UOI303[8 U0l ® 0] UOISN[IU0D
[Myadead a3 goyye AepssnJ, uo
P3ULYISULIS S183IRW [RTOURU

-1J s,e1S9U0pUY )8% ouofoy

“PIX B 1SBD3I0] Os[e aj0a S Aep
-UOIA JO Aaaans Juspusdapur
UE SE [[om se s[jod uorjoare-axd
PU® s}[nsaz feury oy aping aIqe
-I181 & pasoad sey Surjunoo A1
-1e9 ‘Suonoafe jsed uj “Jua) Jad
0¥ Pey iemesSaIA 'pajunoo ajoa
U} Jiey inoge mim Slolreq
911 Jo jueo aad 09 uom pey a8y
mg ‘yyo-una S ABPUOIA 19)JR A1
-0101A WD 0} Jo4 pey ouoAoy
-bnx Aepseny, Arree Jo sy
'sqof aIow pue jusw
-UJI9A03 19139q KILINd8S I91ysn
JO sastwoad uo JsAlfsp o3 sey
40U INg U0TI09[e 1084IP O110)
SIY B Ul ryndouseyng pem
B39 JuepIselg uersauopuy
Pajesjep auoLoypng Suequieg
OISnS "IVYANYD HHWNOJ

[ 16quaidas ‘v1amyop
\ \J,\/y sI9Inay

™ 5 Y &
I UI pa1sno nemess

>

22 SEP M

TVARCT

TEL =



97#1—"“ -

64

JAKARTA, Sept. 19. —
Indonesia is putting the
finishing touches on pre-
parations for the historic
presidential election run-
off tomorrow, and the
country appears ready for
the polls despite some
minor glitches.

The excitement was
already building since yes-
terday, with residents of
neighbourhood units ar-
ound the country erecting
polling stations, There was
a slight increase in the
number of passengers at
Pulogadung bus terminal in
North Jakarta, as people
returned to their home-
towns to cast their votes.

The government has
announced that tomorrow
is a national holiday, to
give all eligible voters a
chance to make it to the
polls, At least 153 million
people have registered for
the runoff, which will pit
Ms Megawati Sukarno-
putr! against Gen, Susilo

/fn'g;mesia geared up
or

historic polls

{aﬁﬂ

Bambang Yudhoyono,

The Indonesian General
Elections  Commission
(KPU) said that it was
ready to organize a presi-
dential run-off simultane-
ously across the country
beginning at 7 a.m, tomor-
row. “We have prepared
everything necessary to
hold the second round of
presidential elections ac-
ross the country. All
polling stations have been
set up,” KPU chairman
Mr Nazaruddin Sjamsud-
din said today,

In a related develop-
ment, President Megawati

‘today urged Indonesians

to. demonstrate to the
world that the nation was
capable of staging peace-
ful elections. “Ect us show
the world that we are a
nation that can hold an
election in a democratic,
secure, orderly and peace-
ful manner,” Megawati
told some 2,000 people
gathered outside her offi-
cial residence for a prayer
session on the eve of the
presidential runoff,
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~Attacks bear traces

Hong Kong, Sept. 9
(Reuters): Indonesian police
chief General Da’i Bachtiar
was reporting to a parliamen-
tary commission in Jakarta
today on the threat posed by
wanted Jemaah Islamiah
bomber Azahari Husin. Even
as he spoke, the room shook.

In abusy street in the heart
of the Indonesian capital, a
powerful car bomb had ex-
ploded outside the Australian
embassy, killing at least eight
people and wounding more
than 130. The US-led war on
terror has yet to deter the
world’s violent extremists
from using terror to pursue
their goals.

“Like Chechnya trying to
set the Caucasus ablaze, they
are trying to destabilise,” said
Magnus Ranstorp, terrorism
expert at St Andrews Universi-
ty in Scotland. “There is a cli-
mate of destabilisation. They
may be a long way from that
but they are trying to ignite
the dry grass that exists.”

Regional terror experts
agreed that the latest attack
was almost certainly the work

of Qaida influence

A brother and sister cry during a search for their father who
worked in the Australian embassy in Jakarta. (AFP)

of the shadowy Jemaah Is-
lamiah network, the southeast
Asian arm of the al Qaida. In-
deed, several said the attack —
against a western target, well-
planned in advance and of sig-
nificant size — bore the hall-
marks of al Qaida influence,
Bachtiar was swift to tell
reporters that the bombing ap-
peared to have been carried
out by Azahari’s bombers. At
least three top collaborators of

THE ~ ' -RAPH

the Malaysian believed to have
built the bombs that killed 202
people in Bali in October 2002
are on the run among Indone-
sia’s crowded islands.

In addition to Azahari, In-
donesian police have long
been searching for Indone-
sians Dul Matin and Zulkar-
naen — believed to be in
charge of military matters for
JI—as well as leading JI mem-
ber Noordin Mohammed T /
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/ W X HEADING FOR CHANGE t,

WITH OVER TWO-THIRDS of the votes in In-
donesia’s first direct presidential elections al-
ready counted, the results may be known in the
next few days. But one thing is clear — the coun-
try wants a change from the three-year-old lead-
ership of Megawati Sukarnoputri. Her party, the
Indonesian Democratic Party-Struggle (PDP-P),
won the country’s first free election to Parlia-
ment in 1998 but lost the general election earlier
this year to the Golkar, a political vehicle of Gen-
eral Suharto. The dictator was dethroned in
1997 but the party is how led by General Wiran-
to, who was his army commander. Although
Megawati, the daughter of Indonesia’s founding
father Sukarno, was the symbol of popular pro-
test against the Suharto dictatorship, she has
obviously failed to live up to expectations. De-
spite her political inexperience she was chosen
President by the legislators in 2001 — under the
old system. She replaced Abdurrahman Wahid
who was widely perceived as ineffectual and
corrupt. Now, after three years, she has lost her
sheen and perhaps the election. Indonesia is yet
to recover from the economic meltdown of 1997
and ranks among the most corrupt countries in
the region. The continuing violence has done
her administration no good.

So much so that in the presidential election
now under way General Susilo Bambang Yud-
hyono, who quit her Cabinet a few months ago
to float his own party, is the frontrunner. Gener-
al Wiranto is now in third place. Since none of
the three candidates appears anywhere near se-
curing 50 per cent of the votes, a run-off be-
tween the top two, some time in September
seems a certainty. This means the uncertainty
will continue, More than anything else, the rise
of the generals has triggered fears of a re-emer-
gence of Indonesia’s Armed Forces (TNI}, who

</

were a powerful and dreaded forc in the coun-
try’s politics during the Suharto era. Since his
fall, the country has introduced several mea-
sures to keep the TNI under control and strip it
of the socio-political role that it acquired under
the dictator. A powerful military was needed to
keep the archipelago of over 17,000 islands to-
gether and also to rein in separatist movements,
for example in the Aceh province. Though the
Constitution was amended to abolish the seats
that the military had in Parliament, it retains the
“pan-Indonesian” grassroots organisation. Any
elected President or government would neces-
sarily depend on the military to maintain law
and order and hold the nation together.

Both the Generals — Yudhyono and Wiranto
— have promised decisiveness in tackling cor-
ruption, separatism, and terrorism. They have
also promised not to let the TNI regain its influ-
ence. General Wiranto was even indicted by the
United Nations for his role in the genocidal vio-
lence in East Timor before it became independ-
ent. However, if one of the generals is elected, it
might be relatively easy for him to fall back on
the TNI to bring the diverse country under con-
trol. The silver lining in this dark cloud is the fact
that democratic traditions are striking roots. The
generals too have had to campaign hard and
canvas for votes. There is likely to be another
round of intense campaign for the run-off. Irre-
spective of who becomes President, Indonesia’s
fledgling democracy is already a winner in this
contest. The fact that both parliament and the
President are directly elected by the people mat-
ters most. Even if millions of Indonesians vote a
former military chief in, it will be their demo-
cratic choice. They can only hope that the next
President will set the house in order, rebuild the
country, and revive its battered economy.
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‘Golkar Party wins
Indonesia polls

JAKARTA, May 5. —
Golkar Party, the former
political machine of Indo-
nesian autocrat Suharto,
won the largest percentage
of votes in the country’s
legislative elections, offi-
cials said today.

In the final tally, Golkar
won 21.58 per cent of the
113.4 million valid votes
cast in last month’s parlia-
mentary polls, said Gene-
ral Election Commission
(KPU) chief Mr Nazurud-
din Syamsuddin.

As expected, based on
previously reported esti-
mates, President Mega-
wati Sukarnoputri’s Indo-

nesian Democratic Party

of Struggle came in second
in the 5 April ballot, gar-
nering 185 per ‘cent,
according to definitive
data released by the Mr
Rusadi Kantaprawira, who
headed the vote count for
the National Election
Commission.

The result represents a
major . setback for Ms
Megawati’s party, which
won more than a third of
the votes in 1999 — in the
first free ballot after the
overthrow of Suharto’s 32-
year dictatorship. Analysts
said it is likely to mar her
chances in the 5 July pres-
idential elections.

Golkar’s chairman Mr
Slamet Effendi Yusuf said
voters were convinced that
the party had transformed
itself into a democratic
institution after serving as
Suharto’s political ma-

Golkar Party says it has
transformed itself into a
democratic institution after
serving as Suharto’s (above)
poiitical machine for
three decades. — AFP

chine for three decades.
“The result shows that the
Indonesian people believe
Golkar is the party that
has the competence to
take Indonesia out of its
economic crisis.”

Voters had been angry
at Ms Megawati’s failure
to improve the stagnant
economy.

According to the final
tally, the. National Awa-
kening Party of former

koM

Presidgnt Abdurrahman
Wahid came in third, with
10.57 per cent. It was fol-
lowed by 'the United
Development Party of Vice
President Hamzah Haz
with 815 and the
Democratic Party of lead-
ing presidential contender
Mr Susilo Bambang Yudh-
oyono with 7.45 per cent.

The Muslim-based Pros-
perous Justice Party and
the National Mandate
Party garnered 7.43 and
6.44 per cent respectively.

Six other parties won
between 2 per cent and 5
per cent of the vote, includ-
ing the Christian-based
Peace and Welfare Party.

The final distribution of
seats in the 550-member
House of Representatives
and Regional Represen-
tative Council — the
upper House — will be”
decided this week.

It has taken the KPU a
full month to tabulate the
voting results for a three-
tier election held April 5
for national, regional and.
district legislative bodies.

Out of the 148 million
eligible voters, some 124.4
million cast their votes, or
83 per cent, of which some
10.9 million were rejected
as invalid, said the
Election Commission at a
press conference.

Due to a complicated
system designed to secure
fair representation to out-
lying regions with smaller
populations, the final vote
percentages do not auto-
matically translate into a
corresponding number ¢
seats in the legislature.
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‘Bashir faces terror charges

%W
Jakarta Fostl ANN &7 ¢

JAKARTA, April 30. — Indonesian
police today arrested radical Muslim
cleric Abu Bakar Bashir as a terror
suspect after firing tear gas and water
cannon to disperse hundreds of his
supporters outside the gates of a
Jakarta prison.

Bashir will be charged with the Bali
nightclub bombings and numerous
other attacks by Jemaah Islamiyah, a
top Indonesian anti-terrorism official
said the cleric’s arrest. The charges
will relate to “terrorism cases in
Indonesia, starting in 2000 until the
Bali and Marriott bombings”, Mr
Ansyaad Mbai, who heads the anti-
terrorism desk at the security min-
istry, said. “The culprits are J1 and
now police have proof that Bashir is
the outfit’s leader.”

As soon the cleric stepped out of
the jail after serving a sentence for
lesser offences, a detective showed
Bashir (65) a warrant for his arrest
under an anti-terrorism law.

“Yes, sir,” Bashir told the detective.
“There is no problem.”

He was taken into an armoured
vehicle, escorted by plainclothes and
uniformed police, and driven to
national police headquarters.

Reacting to the arrest, one of Ba-

P

Radical Muslim cleric Abu Bakar Bashir
waves to supporters as he is arrested in
Jakarta on Friday. — AFP

shir’s lawyers, Mr Ahmad Khalid
said: “We will challenge this in court.
This is not an arrest, this is kidnap-
ping... We were not notified. This is
not law. There is no more law in this

L’ :,‘, W ‘1 “N{ “

country.” The lawyer quoted Bashir,
who was clad in his customary long
white shirt and Muslim cap, as saying:
“Never surrender.”

Asked if Bashir would be dgtained
for six months, Jakarta police chief
Mr Makbul Padmanegara said: “One
thing is clear, -investigators have
already obtained legal evidence to
carry out the arrest.”

Some 600 police, helmeted and
carrying riot shields, arrived before
dawn outside the prison. They tried
to negotiate with about 700 angry
supporters, some of whom had
camped for days outside the prison to
protect him.

A water cannon then began spray-
ing the crowd, who responded with a
hail of racks and bottles. Police carry-
ing plastic shields picked up some
rocks and tossed them back. Several
of them, some with bloodied shirts,
were later seen being led away under
arrest. “We are ready to die as mar-
tyrs!” screamed some protesters and
“Salemba will become the second
Ambon,” in reference to bloody
Mulsim-Christian battles in the east-
ern city this week.

Police, still firing tear gas, later
marched forward under cover of
three water cannon and pushed sup-
porters back from the jail approaches
and into side streets.



Jakarta, April 7 (Reuters): A
spfitt in votes counted in Indone-
sia’s parliamentary elections
ety put President Megawati
Sukarnoputri’s party heck-and-
neck with the former political
vehdcle of ex-strongman Suhar-
to. &

Earlier Golkar, Suharto’s old
party, had led the count.

(But the new totals still repre-
sented only 12 per cent of the
elegtorate, and opinion polls be-
fora the election as well as a sci-
- entjfic sampling of results after-
wards suggest that Golkar will
emerge on top when the count is

done.

* "Phe newfigures were for over
18:million votes — three quar-
ters from Java, a stronghold of
Megawati’s Indonesia Democra-
tit'Party-Struggle (PDI-P) — out
of an electorate of 147 million.

PDI-P had taken just over 20
per cent and Golkar just under.
Inthe 1999 election, PDI-P took 34
pet.cent and Golkar 23,

“The poorer PDI-P showing
compared to 1999 is in line with
polls that have showed that
many voters feel Megawati’s gov-
ernment has failed to live up to
pramises to fight graft and im-
prove people’s lives,

—_—

President Megawati
Sukarnoputri in Jakarta on
Wednesday. (Reuters)

“(They) said they are the
party for common people but the
fact is all prices of necessities
have risen,” said Wirdodo, 38, a
worker at a furniture firm.

Wirdodo, from Indonesia;s
second largest city, Surabaya,
voted for the Democrat Party,
whose most prominent member
is ex-general and former securi-

ndonesia poll count
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ty minister Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono.

Opinion polls  already
showed him leading Megawati
in the July 5 presidential ballot
for which the parliamentary
vote sets the stage. A good per-
formance by the Democrats in
the count so far is a further boost
to his reputation.

“What we see is that many
who voted for the Democrat
Party are voters who supported
PDI-P in 1999,” said Rustam
Ibrahim, head of the Institute
for Social and Economic Re-
search which is part of a group
that has done extensive opinion
surveys.

The Democrats were regis-
tering just over 8 per cent in the
latest count, a respectable show-
ing for a new contender in a race
with 24 parties, and above the '
minimum required for it to field
its own presidential candidate in
July.

Parties are likely to put to-
gether coalitions for presiden-
tial and vice-presidential tickets,
and Yudhoyono has received a
stream of visits by leaders of
other parties. But late yesterday,
he told reporters it was too early
to discuss party coalitions ahead
of more definitive results from
the vote for the 550-seat parlia-
ment and local legislatures.




Jakarta, April 4 (Reuters): T}L%
former party of ousted autocrat
Suharto is set to win the most
votes in Indonesia’s parliamen-
tary elections tomorrow as it
taps a yearning for the stability
and rapid economic growth of
hislongrule.

Although opinion polls show
Golkar, once Suharto’s political
vehicle, getting nowhere near a
majority, the result is likely to be
a big blow to incumbent Presid-
ent Megawati Sukarnoputri and
could dent her hopes of winning
a second term later this year.

More than 147 million voters
in the world’s most populous
Muslim nation are eligible to
take part in elections for the 550-
seat parliament and local legisla-
tures, billed as the biggest and
most complex one-day vote the
world has ever seen.

Tens of thousands of police
and soldiers will guard polling
stations amid fears that Muslim
militants could launch attacks.

Given the size of Indonesia, it
may take one or two days before
a significant number of votes
have been counted.

Besides putting Golkar ah-
ead of Megawati’s Indonesia De-
mocratic Party-Struggle (PDI-P),
opinion polls also show the Pres-
ident trailing for the first time in
the presidential election race set
for July to her former chief secu-
rity minister, Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono.

The respected retired gener-
al, the candidate of a smaller
party, quit the cabinet last month
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‘Suharto’s ex-par
cloud omegawan fate

f\ ‘

casts

An Indonesian woman looks at a list of candidatesata
Jakarta polling station on Sunday. (Reuters)

after a row with Megawati.
“This may be the watershed
point,” said William Liddle, an
Indonesian expert at Ohio State
University visiting for the elec-
tion. “Support for Megawati's
party has been going down for
some time. Now her personal
popularity is also dropping.”
The latest Indonesia Survey
Institute poll showed Golkar
winning 23.2 per cent of tomor-
row’s vote, with Megawati’s
party, currently the strongest in
parliament, taking 17.5 per cent.
A separate poll by a U.-based
group had Golkar with 22.2 per
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cent and PDI-P11.5percentina
field of two dozen parties. Both
Golkar and PDI-P are secular-na-
tionalist.

In northwestern Aceh, which
is under martial law as Indone-
sian troops try to quell separatist
rebels, the province’s governor
warned of possible unrest but
urged people to vote.

“I ask people not to get con-
taminated with calls to forego
their voting rights. There will be
people who probably don’t want
others to participate, or who will
stir up trouble,” governor Abdul-
lah Puteh said.




