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Sthanouk son turns down

S 6o .

] 1
Agence France-Presse
Phnom Penh, October 14

CAMBODIAS PRINCE
Norodom Ranariddh on
Thursday said on his re-
turn from Beijing that he
had turned down an offer
of the throne from his
revered father and instead
begged his half-brother to
take the position.

Prince Norodom Siha-
moni, 51, will be named as
the impoverished nation’s
new monarch within hou-
rs, said Ranariddh, who
heads Cambodia’s royalist
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political party. Norodom
Sihanouk last week ste-
pped down as king, a posi-
tion he has held on and off
for more than 60 years.
“The king and the qu-
een were satisfied by offe-
ring the throne to me after
(Sihanouk), they said ag-
ain and again. But I made
the decision not to take
the throne a long time
ago,” Ranariddh said.
Ranariddh said he had
persuaded a reluctant Si-
hamoni, a former ballet
dancer, to take the throne
from his 81-year-old father.
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“Norodom  Sihamoni
does not want to take the
throne at all. He pleaded
with me, 1 also pleaded
with him: ‘If brother, you
won’t take the throne,
there will be difficulties
because Hun Sen said
clearly that he won't ac-
cept anyone besides Pr-
ince Sihamoni’,” he said.

Ranariddh said he had
his “own reasons” for not
wanting to become mon-
arch. “You know I'm very
well known now, I'm known
as the prince who refuses to
be king,” he added.

throne

AFP
Prince Norodom Ranariddh
at the Phnom Penh airport
on Thursday.
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