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‘Blair turn/d
rraf plea

Mus

Press Trust of lndra

LONDON, Dec. 6. —
Brushing aside Pakistan
President Gen. Pervez
Musharraf’s plea for a
British “role” in resolving
Kashmir, British Prime
Minister Mr Tony Blair
said today that both India
and Pakistan should be
supported to sort out the
problem between them-
selves. “I think it (Britain’s
involvement) is not possi-
ble. It is time to give every
support to India and Pakis-
tan to try and resolve the
problem (between them-
selves),” he said at a joint
press conference with Gen.
Musharraf after their talks.

He was replying to a
question on Gen. Mush-
arraf’s plea for Britain to
mediate in the Kashmir
issue¢ which is now being
bilaterally discussed betw-
een the two countries.

Earlier, despite India’s
rejection of third party in-
tervention, the Pakistan
President had said that he
would like Britain to play a
role in negotiations with In-
dia in resolving the Kash-
mir dispute. “I would love
Britain to play a role as an
intermediary in resolving
the Kashmir dispute,” he
said in an interview publis-
hed today, during his two-
day official visit to the UK.
“British help behind the
scenes w111 keep up the
pressure,” he said.

Gen. Musharraf said

At 10 Downing Street on Monday. — AFP

that for 30 years India and
Pakistan had agreed to
“strict” bilateral negotia-
tions. And until last year
this had yielded little, but
he was “very hopeful” that
both sides were now able
to move forward.

The President said he
had found Prime Minister
Dr Manmohan Singh ve-
ry sincere and genuine”.
But “when you are talking
of such intractable disput-
es as Kashmir, more than
sincerity is needed,” he
added. “It requires flexi-
bility of mind and courage
to go for a solution.”

About India’s decision
to reduce troops in Jammu
and Kashmir, he said: “It is

THE STATESMAN

a good gesture, and good
optics, but only tactical.”
Gen. Musharraf claimed
that Pakistan had destroyed
about 600 Al-Qaida terro-
rists in its cities. He said the
West’s obsession with cap-
turing Osama bin Laden
meant that the scale and
success of the Pakistani op-
eration was misunderstood.
He also said that he told
US President George W
Bush that a key to wiping
out terrorism worldwide
was to resolve the Palesti-
nian question. “I know him
by now,” he said of Presi-
dent Bush. “I think he
wants to resolve the Pales-
tinian-Israeli question. I
sense urgency in him.”



Blairimpéach
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London, Nov. 24 (Reuters):
Parliamentarians and celebri-
ty campaignerslaunched abid
today to impeach Tony B.air
for “gross misconduct” cver
his justification for the Iraq
war.

The impeachment move, a
symbolic ~  parliamentary
process rather than a realistic
proposition in Blair’s case, is
the first since the mid-19th
century. Its supporters, includ-
ing well-known figures like
novelist Frederick Forsyth
and actor Corin Redgreve,
want to punish Blair for al-
legedly misleading the coun-
try over the threat from Iray’s
weapons of mass destruction.

With only 23 lawmakers
backing an impeachment mo-
tion in parliament, Blair can
rest assured he will not face
the ultimate sanction of re-
moval from office but it could
embarrass a prime minister
who remains vulnerable to
events in Iraq.

“This is born out of the
frustration of many parlia-
mentarians that we simply
cannot hold the prime minis-
ter to account in any other
way,” said Jenny Tonge, mem-
ber of parliament for the Op-
position Liberal Democrats.

“It doesn’t matter where it
goes. The important thingjis to
show we’re trying,” she said.

The motion calls for & se-
lect parliamentary committee
to be established to exarnine
Blair’s conduct on Iraq and to
report back within 48 days on
whether there are grounds to
impeach him.

Blair’s Labour Party has a

25 N8V 2004

majority of more than 150
seats in the House of Com-
mons. No Labour MPs have
signed the motion although its
backers say some in Labour
secretly support it.

The MPs from various Op-
position parties hope to force a
debate in parliament over
Blair’s pre-war assertion that
Irag's banhed weapons posed a
threat. No weapons of mass
destruction have been found.

More MPs would likely
have to back the motion for a
debate to proceed.

Blair has been harangued
over the war and his public
trust and popularity ratings
have plunged, although he re-
mains well on track to win the
next election, expected in May.

Tony Blair in
London. (Reuters)
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Security thwarted 9/11-style
attack on London, Heathrow

Britain got tip-off from Pakistani officials

Associated Press
London, November 23

BRITISH SECURITY services - ar s SCREN

By

thwarted planned September
11-style terror attacks on
Heathrow Airport and sky-
scrapers in Canary Wharf, a fi-
nancial district of London, ac-
cording to two media reports.

But the stories, which cited
unidentified sources, did not
say when or where the plots
were uncovered, or how close
they came to being carried out.

The plans to crash planes
into the two targets were
among four or five attacks
planned by terrorists linked
to Osama bin Laden's al-Qaida
network, the ITV News said
on Monday night and the Dai-
ly Mail newspaper reported in
its Tuesday editions. .

ITV News also said that
British authorities had disrupt-
ed training programmes for sui-
cide pilots. Officials at Britain's
Home Office and Metropolitan
Police in London refused to co-  An armed policeman guards Heathrow Airport.
mment. A spokesman at Prime
Minister Tony Blair’s Downing
Street office said: “We never
comment on security matters.”

A year and a half ago,
British troops in armoured ve-
hicles surrounded Heathrow
Airport. Blair's government
said that the action came in re-
sponse to specific intelligence.

Last summer, Pakistan gave
British officials intelligence su-
ggesting that al-Qaida had plot-
ted to attack Heathrow airport.
The information was found on
the computers of two accused
members of al-Qaida arrested
in Pakistan. The computers .
held images of Heathrow.

On November 8, the head of
the MI5, Eliza Manningham-
Buller, said that counterterror-
ism efforts have helped to pre-
vent attacks in Britain since
the September 11, 2001, but she
offered no details.
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Blair to efegd

Mr Tony Blair with President
Bush at a recent press meet

in Washington. — AFP

LONDON, Nov. 14.— UK
Prime Minister Mr Tony
Blair is expected tomorrow
to make a robust defence
of intervention in failing
countries against critics
who accuse him of follow-
ing Mr George Bush’s
aggressive “neoconserva-
tive” policies.

The Prime Minister will
use a speech at Mansion
House in London to attack
those, including members
of his own party, who fear
he has fallen under the
spell of the US President
and his aggressive foreign
policy. Mr Blair, fresh
from a trip to Washington
which gave momentum to
the West Asia peace
process, will insist that Mr
Bush’s proactive promo-
tion of democracy abroad
is also a “progressive Left”
agenda.

He believes that former
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foreign policy agsumptions
which turned a|blind eye
to the internal horrors of
dictatorships are no longer
acceptable. Mr Blair will
say that public opinion in
Iraq is strongly behind a
new democratic state and
against a return to tyran-
ny. But he still faces suspi-
cion from some of his own
MPs about the real
motives of the US in
establishing democracies
in Afghanistan and Iraq
while unelected regimes
are tolerated elsewhere in
West Asia and Africa.

Mr Blair is also expected
to rebut claims that Labour
will fight an election cam-
paign based on an exagger-
ated climate of fear from
terrorism. Mr  David
Blunkett, the home secre-
tary, denied yesterday that
the government was hyping
security fears nationally
and internationally.

He said on BBC One’s
Politics Show: “You do not
have to invent antisocial
behaviour, you do not
have to invent fear of
walking down the street
late at night, you do not
have to invent fear of ter-
rorism, you just have to
live it and see it, and feel
it.” In his speech tomor-
row Mr Blair will again
empbhasise the importance
of Britain’s relationship
with the US. But after
securing the agreement of
Mr Bush to visit Europe
and Britain in the New
Year, he will put equal
weight on strengthening
links between the US and
the European Union.

.
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Blair faces
revolt over
US request

for troops
Associated Press W@

London, October 20

BRITISH PRIME Minister Tony
Blair faced a revolt by lawmak-
ers today over a US request to re-
deploy some British troops clos-
er to Bagh«ad.

Forty-five lawmakers, includ-
ing 44 members of the governing
Labour Party, have signed a mo-
tion insisting the House of Com-
mons should be allowed to vote
on whether the request is grant-
ed. Many are suspicious the re-
quest is politically motivated
and designed to bolster Presi-
dent Bush before -presidential
elections on November 2.

“We are about to enter a peri-
od of increased activity in Iraq.
This is nothing to do with the
American elections,” Blair told
the House of Commons. “It has
everything to do with the Iraqi
elections in January.”

“I believe we are right to be in
Iraq,” Blair added. “I think the
stabilisation of Iraq and bring-
ing democracy to that country is
in the interests of this country.”

American military command-
ers asked Britain on October 10
to reposition a small number of
soldiers, now stationed in south-
ern Iraq, to the US-controlled
sector farther north, to free up
American soldiers to step up
their assault on insurgents.

The government has not said
how many troops might be rede-
ployed, or to where. But military
sources have said that if the re-
quest were granted, Britain’s re-
serve regiment, the 650-strong
First Battalion Black Watch, wh-
ich is stationed near the south-
ern port city of Basra, would be
the obvious choice.

Family of 6 killed

US air strikes killed a family of
six in an attack meant for fight-
ersloyal to a self-declared al-Qai-
da ally, while one of the world’s
largest aid agencies suspended
operations in Iraq after its man-
ager was Kkidnapped, Reuters
adds. Men chanted “There is no
God but Allah!” as they carried
the body of the father through
the rubble of the razed family
home in the rebel-held town of
Fallujah on Wednesday. “Is this
the gift that (interim Prime Min-
ister) Iyad Allawi is giving to the
people of Fallujah?” asked one
man, pointing to the small bod-
ies of two of the children. /
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Blair will not say
SOITY Over Iraq

Associated Press Q./ \’>
London, October 13 \X

PRIME MINISTER Tony Blair vigor-
ously denied on Wednesday that he
misrepresented intelligence about
Iraqi weapons before the war, reject-
ing growing demands in Parliament to
apologise for misleading his country.

Blair again accepted that British
intelligence pointing to stockpiles of
chemical and biological weapons was
flawed, but he insisted he had been
right to back the US-led invasion.

“I take full responsibility and apol-
ogise for any information given in
good faith that has subsequently
turned out to be wrong,” Blair told the
House of Commons, in a stormy ses-
sion dominated by the war. “What Ido
not in any way accept is that there was
any deception of anyone. I will not
apologise for removing Saddam Hus-
sein. I will not apologise for the con-
flict. I believe it was right then, is right
now and essential for the wider securi-
ty of that region and world.”

Eighteen months after the war be-
gan, Iraq still haunts Blair and domi-
nates the political debate in Britain.

He appears to be weathering the
storm, however. Although Blair’s pop-
ularity slumped in the wake of the in-
vasion, according to recent opinion
polls it has stabilised and he is con-
sidered more trustworthy than his
main political opponents.

1*"‘"'
T ;j"(" \rﬁ‘ LEIERY fi!(...
I

\A lalr s principal reason for joining
the'US-led offensive was his belief that
Saddam had stockpiles of weapons of
mass destruction. The government
highlighted the danger in a September
2002 dossier as it tried to persuade a
sceptical public of the need for war.
But an official inquiry concluded in
July that British intelligence on Iraqi
WMD was flawed, that the government
had pushed its case to the limits of
available intelligence, and it had left
out vital caveats in the dossier,

Four inquiries have cleared Blair’s
government of deliberately mislead-
ing the public about the Iraqi threat,
but that has failed to satisfy his polit-
ical opponents. Opposition Conserva-
tive Party leader Michael Howard
pointed out on Wednesday that before
the war, Blair said that intelligence
had “established beyond doubt” that
Saddam had continued to produce
chemical and biological weapons,
when evidence was patchy at best. “1
support the war. It was the right thing
to do,” said Howard. “But will you re-
alise that before you can move on, there
is one matter that you must deal with.
You didn’t accurately report the intelli-
gence you received to the country Will
you now say sorry for that?”

Blair hotly contested any sugges-
tion he misled the country. “I.cannot
bring myself to say that I misrepre-
sented the evidence, since I do not ac-
cept that I did,” he countered.

7
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Britain; Blair _‘

TER _ TS

// Iraq war divied

BRIGHTON, Sept. 28. — Prime
Minister Mr Tony Blair said today he
realised the war in Iraq had divided
Britain, but insisted he could not sin-
cerely apologise for helping topple
Saddam Hussein.

In a speech interrupted by anti-
war protesters, who booed and heck-
led him, Mr Blair called on Britons
to support his efforts to bring de-
mocracy to the conflict-torn country.

“I know this issue has divided the
country. I entirely understand why
many disagree,” Mr Blair told the La-
bour Party’s annual conference, which
has been overshadowed by the war.

“The evidence about Saddam hav-
ing actual biological and chemical
weapons, as opposed to the capabil-
ity to develop them, has turned out
to be wrong. I acknowledge that and
accept it,” he said.

“And the problem is I can apolo-
gise for the information that turned
out to be wrong, but I can’t, sincere-
ly at least, apologise for removing
Saddam. The world is a better place
with Saddam in prison not in power.”

Mr Blair called on Britain to “unite

’in our determination to stand by the

r

A police officer looks at a poster held by p-hunter upportefs a

N AR
they gather on the

Brighton Pier to protest against the Labour Party conference in Brighton on Tuesday. — AFP

Iragi people until the job is done.”
With national elections widely ex-
pected next year, Mr Blair wanted
the five-day conference to be a
springboard for new domestic poli-
cies. But anger over the war among
some Labour Party members was
evident. One delegate shouted at Mr
Blair from the conference floor:
“You've got blood on your hands,”
he screamed, before being led away.

Thousands of fox-hunting support-
ers protested outside the conference
hall where Mr Blair was speaking,
and police intervened to keep pro-
and anti-hunt demonstrators apart.
Police said about 8,000 people, along
with 1,000 dogs, marched from
Brighton’s main pier to the confer-
ence centre shortly before Mr Blair’s
address to oppose a government plan
to ban hunting with hounds, - /’/
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UN seat,

J&K terror

Vijay Dutt
London, September 20

IN THE magnificent interiors of
10 Downing Street, a “nostalgic”
Manmohan Singh today won
support from Britain on the is-
sues of a permanent Security
Council seat and Kashmir ter-
rorism while giving away noth-
ingon sending troops to Iraqg.

The Indian Prime Minister
had a 45-minute meeting with
British Premier Tony Blair in
the presence of aides followed by
a 10-minute one-on-one. Singh
struck a nostalgic note when he
recalled how, 50 years ago, he was
in the UK as a student and had
seen 10 Downing Street from the
outside. Today, as India’s Prime
Minister, “I am inside as a guest
of the British Prime Minister.”

Blair reciprocated by an-
nouncing unambiguous support
for a permanent Security Coun-
cil seat for New Delhi. “India,
with a population of 1.3 billion,
ought to be represented in the
UN Security Council and in-
volved in the G-8 process,” Blair
said at a news conference after
the meeting. The G-8 cannot deal
with issues like climate change
without the involvement of In-
dia and China, given their huge
economy, he added.

The British Prime Minister
also unreservedly condemned ter-
rorism in Kashmir, saying:
“There is no equivocation on the
issue. We condemn all forms of
terrorism, in relation to Kashmir
or any other part of the world. We
condemn the killings of innocent
civilians and elected politicians.”

Singh was asked whether In-

e

Joint declaration

Terrorism Work together to
combat terrorism in all forms
& manifestations

Defence Expand joint
military training & exercises,
explore co-production of
defence equipment

£conomy Set up joint
economic & trade committee,
headed by ministers, to
develop ‘strategic economic
relationship’ and enhance
bilateral trade & investment
in specific sectors

Education By 2008, 25,000
students from UK & India will
be studying in each other's
academic institutions

dia might send troops to Iraq. He
said no, but India is committed to
helping the humanitarian and re-
habilitation process there. Blair,
asked about this, tried to work
out a defence of the Iraq war by
citing the example of India: he
said the country is a “testament
to the fact that people, given a
choice, (want) democracy.”

Blair added, “India is an ex-
traordinary example of a work-
ing democracy, despite its prob-
lems of development. It is home
to 150 million Muslims and other
religions, yet it values toler-
ance.” After meeting the media,
the two Prime Ministers had a
working Iunch over poached
salmon and basmati rice.

% More reports on Page 2
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Ten years to the day
that Tony Blair took
10 Downing Street

fromthe
Conservatives, he
is still looking for
his legacy, writes
"TOM BALDWIN

OR all his troubles over Irag, UK

Prime Minister Tony Blair does

enjoy a good laugh with his col-

leagues around the Cabinet table.
One such occasion was a couple of weeks
back when Charlie Falconer treated them
all to a presentation about freedom of in-
formation. Of course, he should be prop-
erly addressed as lLord Falconer of
Thoroton, the Lord Chancellor. But Tony
Blair’s former flatmate is always Charlie,
even before the government succegds in
getting rid of his silly old title.

Anyway, Charlie explained that they
were all in a bit of a pickle with freedom of
information legislation. Tony pointed the
finger of blame at Jack (Straw, the foreign
secretary, who ~ as home secretary — had
been responsible for this cautiously liberal
measure).

Back came Jack, saying his Bill had been
based on a speech that Tony delivered
before the 1997 election. Tony replied that
the specch had been written by Pat
(McFadden, one of his chief advisors). Pat,
who was sitting in on the Cabinet meeting,
clasped his head in his hands and mut-
tered: “That was in my youth.” Hilarity
(perhaps Blairity) broke out around the
table.

Wednesday was the 10th anniversary of
Blair becoming Labour leader, and what-
ever else has happened to the youthful
dreams of his government there remains at
least some of that “just call me Tony” style
which so excited voters back then. Our
sofa-lounging, casually clad, guitar-strum-
ming Prime Minister still likes making key
decisions at informal meetings with his

inner circle. It is a system which caused tut-
" tutting only last week from a former
Cabinet secretary, Lord Butler, who criti-
cised Blair for by-passing Whitehall’s tradi-
tional machinery of government. One
Downing Street aide responded, rather
truculently, by saying that Lord Butler was
exactly the sort who believed “things were
better in my day”. .

Perhaps because of his own private
school education, Blair has always carried
an air of slightly affected rebellion. Even
now, with his mane looking as thin as
British intelligence. on Iraq, he still wears
his hair a little over the collar. But he is a
rebel increasingly detached from that
rock’n’roll cause. This is the Prime
Minister who, on Monday, promised to
stand up for the “decent law-abiding

majority” against the “Sixties’ liberal con-’

sensus” on crime.

Indeed, freedom of information, .a trig-
ger for much ministerial mirth the other
day, is one of many liberal-Left policies
once enthusiatically advocated by Blair

THE STATCSMAN

‘Tony,

which have now largely been shelved.
Another was a democratically elected
House of Lords, a measure which featured
in his leadership manifesto 10 years ago.
Last year, it was effectively junked when he
said he favoured a fully appointed cham-
ber. If Blair ever regarded his personal
project as bringing about a new constitu-
tional settlement or healing the 20th cen-
tury’s Labour-Liberal schism, he no longer
does.

He has not only largely abandoned the
politics of the Islington batrister he once
was, but also the accompanying Tuscan
holidays. It is doubtful that 10 years ago he
would have wished to stay at Sir Cliff
Richard’s Barbados mansion, the gauche
destination of choice both this summer
and last.

The final straw for many of his old
neighbours was, of course, the invasion of
Iraq. This was certainly not in the brochure
in 1994. Iraq has been an extraordinarily
counter-intuitive, as well as defining,
episode for Blair.
Before, the con-
ventional wisdom
had been that he
was flotsam on the
tide of public opin-
ion, with spin his
only means of pro-
pelling  himself
incrementally for-
ward. But in this
case, he defied the
polls, risked every-
thing on intelli-
gence material he
knew to be patchy
and, most surpris-
ingly of all, spun it
very badly.

His reasons for
going to war were
never based solely
on Iraq’s weapons
of mass destruc-
tion. This evidence
was the legal and
immediate justifi-
cation for a position that was more liberal-
Left than his critics would admit. He
hoped to ease the USA back into multilat-
eral solutions and progressive engagement
with West Asia. He made the case for
WMD disproportionately and sometimes
dysfunctionally, partly because he so des-
perately wanted UN backing for a war to
enforce existing resolutions against Iraq on
this issue. He did not so much lie as do
what politicians and journalists always do —
cherrypick facts to make the strongest case
possible without acknowledging doubts.

Such boldness in the international
arena, which produced better results in
Afghanistan and Kosovo, contrasts sharply
with the caution he has shown on
European and domestic policy. He hesitat-
ed on calling a referendum on the euro
when he might have won, and has done lit-
tle to build a consensus for the single cur-
rency since. Even on public services, Blair

to serve much,
even most, of a
third term

ten

oo o\
“7

Blair believes
he has come
through his
darkest period
on Irag and now
is telling friends
that he intends

believes he hesitated too long
before beginning in earnest: It was
only in the government’s second
term that it felt able to sanction
-direct tax increases to pay for the
NHS or introduce the reforms
which are now exploiting and
squeezing down the private sector.
At the outset, 10 years ago, he
certainly showed no lack of ruth-
lessness in barging Gordon Brown
aside in the succession to John
Smith. He admits privately that he
got lucky at a time when Brown,
who had been the senior partner for
most of the 11 years since they both
entered the Commons, was at

his own social justice agenda while
Blair thrashed around searching
for a big, visionary idea, an
achievement worthy of this
opportunity, but also one
which did not chip away
at the new-Labour coali-
tion he had built.

There are disparate
accounts about the

made at the Granita
restaurant in
Islington in 1994,
Most accept that
Blair ceded control of
large tracts of econom-
ic and domestic policy
to Brown. More con-
tentiously, it is alleged
that he promised to
/7 hand over the leadership,

/ probably about now. What

is undoubtedly true is that
they have shared power in a
hugely successful partnership.
Sometimes it -was the tension
between these twin pillars of new
Labour which kept the party’s “big

/ ' tent” upright.
; Blair's reluctance to
] alienate any sec-

/i

tion of the elec-
torate created a constantly moving and
slippery target. He has refused to act out of
spite -against traditional Tory voters whose

_soaring property prices and rising salaries

under this government have mostly offset
Brown'’s stealthy tax increases and redistri-
bution. When farmers, during the foot-
and-mouth epidemic of 2001, were cast in
the role of victims, as the miners had been
under Margaret Thatcher, the government
spent billions protecting a meat export
market worth only hundreds of millions.
His refusal to obey the demands of Labour
MPs by banning foxhunting also reflects
what he calls a desire to “govern for the
whole country” — best translated as not

mythical deal they

years on

making enemies of the voters.

For the past 10 years, the Tories have
failed to get a grip on him, despite trying
every variation of attack. He has been
denounced as a front for old Labour, a .
New Danger, a wild-eyed Euro-fanatic, a
man of all spin and no substance, a cheat
who tricked the electorate and a liar whom
we should not trust. Yet, for all bar a few
months over the past 10 years, Blair and
new Labour have kept a stubborn - if lat-
terly diminished - lead in the opinion polls.

Blair- believes he 'has come through his
darkest period on Iraq and now is telling
friends that he intends to serve much, even
most, of a third term. Only now, argue his
allies, does the Prime Minister understand
the levers of power which he must pull to
bring about change. He is desperate for
another chance to build a legacy of irre-
versible change. Looking back at his lead-
ership election manifesto 10 years ago, it is
striking how many of his pledges - better
schools, welfare reform, creating safer
streets, and putting Britain at the heart of
Europe - remain unfulfilled or only par-
tially so. They could all be headings for
Labour’s next general election manifesto.

But his real place in history may be that
of the man who won for Labour like no
leader has ever done before, a much hard-
er task than he and the Conservative oppo-
sition in recent years have made it appear.

Many of his Cabinet colleagues private-

 ly fear that Blair will never again fly quite

as he did before. Iraq has permanently
damaged him and, while he remains an
overall asset for the next election, time
may run out soon afterwards.

Some think Blair should hand over to
Brown before frustrated ambition brings
new Labour’s “big tent” toppling down on
both of them. Ten years must seem like a
very long time for the Chancellor. Even at
the best of times he has never been a bun-
dle of fun at Cabinet meetings and, no
matter how much forced jollity there is
around the table just now, Gordon is not
laughing. - The Times.

a low ebb.

But in that summer of 1994 it was
clear to just about everyone, if not
immediately to the future Chancellor,
that Blair was the man to take the
helm on the voyage of modemisation
they had charted for new Labour. This
culminated in a bold strike against
Labour’s old Clause 4 mass nationali-
sation pledge. Blair declared that the
party should say what it means and
mean what it says. But by the time of
the 1997 election the Labour leader
was spending most of his time promis-
ing not to do things, defining his pro-
gramme for government in negatives.
He would not raise income tax, he
would not give favours to trade
unions, he would not break Tory
spending targets.

Afterwards the sheer, unexpected
scale of his landslide created further
inertia. Brown continued to grind out

-
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“Labour MPs urge
{@\VBglgir to quit

‘ Y\o By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, JULY 17. Stung by the
party’s poor performance in
Thursday’s two by-elections,
Labour MPs have urged the
Prime Minister, Tony Blair, to
quit saying that he is to blame
for the voters’ increasing disen-
chantment with the party.

At least three MPs came out
publicly on Saturday to de-
nounce Mr. Blair’s leadership
and demand his resignation
amid speculation that he might
not survive the political crisis
caused by the Iraq war beyond
a few months.

“Blair should go and go
now,” said Glenda Jackson, a
former minister in the Blair
Government, adding that Iraq
| was the main issue that cost the

Labour its traditionally safe
seat of Leicester South while
drastically reducing its victory

margin in Birmingham
Hill which it barely manag
retain.

“Clearly, the issue was Iraq. |
Far from drawing a line under
it, everything the Government
does and the Prime Minister
says exacerbates it,” she said.

Another Labour backbench-
er, Geraldine Smith said Mr.
Blair had been “fatally dam-
aged” by the controversies over
the Iraq war and this was caus-
ing voters to lose trust in him. “I
think the time has come when
Tony Blair’s friends need to ad-
vise him to go with honour ata
time of his choosing. The alter-
native is going to be to wait un-
til his enemies drag him down,
or the British people make that
decision for him,” she said. Her
fellow MP, Robert Marshall-An-
drews, said the Labour needed
a “new leader” after the “disas-
trous” by-election resuits.
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Blair planned
to quit, aides
urged him
not te: BBC

VWL Vv Z,L
London, July 10 (Relters):
British Prime Minister Tony
Blair considered resigning last
month and had to be persuaded
to stay on by senior colleagues,
the BBC reported today.

Blair’s office made no com-
ment on the report, saying he
had repeatedly insisted when
asked about his future that he
would lead his ruling Labour
party into a third general elec-
tion expected next year, which
analysts predict he would win.

Blair, who has seen his rat-
ings tumble in opinion polls
since last year’s war in Iraqg, had
been“seriously considering his
position” following a series of at-
tacks on his leadership, the
broadcaster said in an _up-
sourced report. \'ﬁ“ -

Three cabinet col %ag es,
health secretary John Reid, dul-
ture secretary Tessa Jowell and
education secretary Charles
Clarke met Blair, urged him not
to quit and sought to assure him
he had wide government sup-
port, it said.

“I'm not going to speculate on
what I see as Westminster gos-
sip,” Jowell told BBC radio
today. “Tony Blair is our Prime
Minister — the most successful
Prime Minister of modern
times. He will continue to lead
our government.”

Blair has come under pres-
sure from within party ranks in
recent months with some saying
the time has come for him to step
down.

Some say he is no longer the
Labour’s best electoral asset and
is a liability because of the un-
popularity of the Iraq war.

Last month Blair admitted
the war had cost his party votes
when it was trounced in local
government and European Par-
liament elections.
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Labour party drubbed i UK council elections

ome mud ought to stick evem to Britain’s teflon-coate

Prime Minister after the drubbing received by Labour i
UK local and council elections. It is not often that a gov
erning party comes third, but that is the dubious recorx
Blair’s party achieves, behind not just the Tories but also the
Liberal Democrats. The strong showing of the latter, can be
attributed to their opposition to the Iraq war. Home secre-

" tary David Blunkett has admitted that the war “split” La-
bour. Unlike the US, the majority of the British public have
always opposed the Iraq war, and the destruction and anar-
chy unleashed on that unfortunate country without cause,
turning the American public against the war. While the Bush
people may have been reacting viscerally to 9/11 when they
invaded Iraq, an act misguided enough, what is even more
puzzling is why a reflective leader like Blair should support
it, to the extent of releasing fake intelligence dossiers. As it
turned out he had zero leverage on President Bush, whether
in terms of military-administrative decisions in Iraq or of
holding back, excesses committed on the Palestinians.

In London Ken Livingstone has won, but he is something
of a maverick within Labour, attacking its stand on the war
and calling President Bush “the greatest threat to life on this
planet”. It is not clear what effect Iraq is going to have on
national elections expected next year — disaffection on Iraq
may not translate into a Tory victory as the Tories are in
favour of the war. But the problem is that now that the
British public knows Tony Blair lied to it on Iraq’s WMD, it
finds it difficult to trust him on anything else, least of all on
big leaps such as taking Britain into the euro-zone. If Blair
becomes a liability for Labour there may be a leadership
challenge from within and the capable Gordon Brown is
waiting in the wings. Bringing in spin doctors at this point
will not help Blair, but a candid admission of mistakes fol-
lowed bwenuine change of course, might. /
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s~ LABOUR PAYS FOR BLAIR Ay

FOREIGN POLICY DOES not ordinarily occupy
the top spot in the list of issues over which local
elections are won or lost. But there is no doubt
that Prime Minister Tony Blair's unstintedly
servile support to the United States-led inva-
sion of Iraq and his subsequent justifications of
it played a vital role in the drubbing that the
Labour Party has received in the British local
government elections. Even Mr. Blair has been

forced to concede that Iraq was a factor in the:

defeat. The party has lost control of councils
that were its traditional strongholds and, un-
thinkably for itself, it has finished third behind
the Liberal Democrats and the Conservative
Party in terms of vote share — the worst per-
formance by a ruling party in a crucial test of its
popularity. The British Government’s decisions
on Iraq seem to have alienated not just Muslim
supporters, which the Labour Party had braced
itself for, but large sections of its electoral base
across lines of race and ethnicity. It will not be
easy for the party to shrug off this debacle in
the way the British Government glossed over
last year’'s mammoth anti-war protest in which
nearly a million people participated.

The defeat places the spotlight on Mr. Blair
and his Jeadership of the Labour Party, which
he led to victory in the 2001 general elections
but for whose sharp drop in popularity since
then, he must take full responsibility. Britain’s
decision to join the U.S.-led coalition in the war
against Iraq was supposedly the result of Mr.
Blair's conviction that such a war was “just”
and right, his near-missionary zeal for changing
the world, and his personal relations with the
U.S President, George W. Bush. By toadying up
to the U.S., Mr. Blair pushed Britain into an
illegal and anti-human war that his country did

not want, and by doing this, he ran\through hi:
party’s powerful popular mandate like a profli;
gate. The British Prime Minister had sqQught tc
explain his decision to join hands with the U.S
against Iraq as a step that would moderate
American unilateralism. It is quite apparent that
Mr. Blair brought no such influence to bear on
U.S. policy in Iraq, or for that matter, on the
crucial question of resolving the Israel-Palestine
crisis. Instead, his dishonourable gamble lost
Britain much goodwill and respect around-the
world and alienated it from its European
neighbours.

Even biiure the local government elections,
the feeling had emerged within the Labour Par-
ty that Mr. Blair was more liability than asset.
Post-debacle, that impression is bound to grow.
One prominent Labour leader, Clare Short, has
already publicly called upon Mr. Blair to step
aside from the leadership. The Prime Minister’s
supporters within the party may say that the
local elections are not a forerunner to the gener-
al election, which is due in about a year. But Mr.
Blair's appeal to his colleagues not to lose nerve
is unlikely to console jittery Labourites who are
facing up to the party’s worst electoral showing
since the 1970s. While the Conservative Party’s
victory in these elections does not necessarily
make it the frontrunner at the next parliamen-
tary election, the results do show that as long as
Iraq remains an issue with voters, Labour will
continue to lose supporters, especially to pro-
nouncedly anti-war parties like the Liberal
Democrats. The hope in the Blair camp is that
the transfer of power to an interim Iraqi govern-
ment will soften voter anger. If that does not
work, the only option for Labour might be to
dissociate itself from Mr. Blair and his agenda.
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Blalr punished over Iragq,
+, Labour third in polls

London, Juhe 11 (Reuters):
Britons angry‘over Iraq pun-
ished Prime Minister Tony Blair
today, relegating his Labour
Party to an unprecedented third
place in local elections.

“Iraq was a cloud, or indeed a
shadow, over these elections,”
deputy Prime Minister John
Prescott said after the main Op-
position Conservatives tri-
umphed along with the Liberal
Democrats in results from yes-
terday’s vote.

“I am not saying we haven’t
had akicking. It’snot a great day
for Labouy,” said Prescott.

The local council poll out-
come, likely to be echoed in Eu-
ropean Parliament results on
Sunday, will renew speculation
about Blair’s leadership. The re-
sult of London’s mayoral race
may also weigh against Blair’s
handling of Iraq.

But analysts still believe
Blair — US President George W.
Bush'’s closest ally over Iraq —
will win a third general election,
widely expected to be held in
2005. With results in from 144 of
the 166 contested councils, his
Labour Party had lost a net 388
seats and control of seven coun-
cils, including its northern
strongholds of Newcastle and
Leeds.

BBC projections put Labour’s
vote share at 26 per cent, way be-
hind the Conservatives on 38 per
cent. The Liberal Democrats,
strong opponents of the Iraq
war, had 30 per cent.

“What you have got is a gov-
ernment that is clearly unpopu-
lar, but a main Opposition party
that is not capitalising,” said
opinion pollster Peter Kellner.

He said the Conservatives
needed 40 per cent or more to be
on course for victory at the next
general election. The Conserva-
tives, however, were upbeat.

“It has been Labour’s worst
electoral performance in living
memory and it is the first time
that a government has been

Tony Blair at the G8 summi

pushed into third place in mid-
term elections,” said Conserva-
tive chairman Liam Fox.

The results will heighten
calls from some quarters for
Blair to give way to his powerful
finance minister Gordon Brown.

Blair has said he is “up for” a
third general election bid and
this week’s unanimous UN Secu-
rity Council resolution on Iraq
offers the prospect of some
respite on a persistently damag-
ing issue.

The Conservatives might
have fared better were itnotfora
surge by the previously margin-
al UK Independence Party

(UKIP), which  advocates
Britain’s withdrawal from the
European Union.

By 1530 GMT, the Conserva-
tives had made gains of 208 seats
and 11 councils. The UKIP won

n Sea Island, Georgia. (Reuters)

its first council seats.

An opinion poll said the
UKIP, tapping into Britons’ wary
view of Europe, would win up to
12 of 78 British seats in the Euro-
pean Parliament when the re-
sults were declared on Sunday.

The Liberal Democrats, long
Britain’s third party, benefited
from their opposition to the Irag
war. “Iraq cast a long shadow
across these elections,” party
leader Charles Kennedy said.

In London, Labour’s Ken Liv-
ingstone is tipped to edge to re-
election as mayor, but he has
wasted no chance to assert his
independence from Blair over is-
sues such as Iraq.

A Livingstone win will say
little about Blair’s popularity.
Labour’s overall battering will
be placed squarely at his door:

But Blair still commands a

huge majority in parliament.
Czechs vote

The Czechs became the first peo-
ple from behind the old “Iron
Curtain” to vote in a European
Parliament election today.

Vaclav Havel, the ailing play-
wright and statesman who led
the Czech Republic from com-
munism to the brink of EU mem-
bership, was among the first to
vote.

“It’s the very first election in
history when we share in a deci-
sion about the future of our con-
tinent,” he said after posting his
ballot in a diplomatic quarter at
Prague Castle.
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Blan‘ barrier to 1Inn®11

British PM Tony Blair at a ceremony in Bayeux to commemorate
the 60th anniversary of D-Day in Normandy.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

Vijay Dutt
London, June 6

THE BRITISH government
intends to get tough on im-
migration applications from
India, Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Sierra Leone and Nigeria,
whom it strangely dubs the
“New Commonwealth”.

A leaked memo has re-
vealed that Tony Blair, at a
highly confidential meeting
of senior ministers, agreed
with Home Secretary David
Blunkett’s assessment that a
quota system, backed up by
tough new restrictions, is
needed to check the “dramat-
ic” rise in immigrants from
these countries.

Blair, according to a report
in The Sunday Telegraph,
agreed and called for a clam-
pdown to prevent “abuse
from the New Common-
wealth countries”. An an-
nouncement should be made
within weeks, Blair ordered.

The ministers were aware
of the sensitive nature of the
move, which effectively lim-
its the numbers of blacks
and Asians who could use
one of Britain’s immigration
schemes. Under the heading
“points made in discussion”,
the memo included the ob-
servation that the “quotas
would require careful han-

7

igrants

dl:r?;\o avoid accusations of
discrimination”.

A highly placed diplomat
told HT he was surprised
that India should be included
in the list of “New Common-
wealth countries”, for it is
one of the oldest members
and the backbone of the
Commonwealth.

The number of applica-
tions from India has soared
to 40,000 a year and many
abuses had been detected.
The new quotas will be based
on the Commonwealth Holi-
day Maker (WHM) scheme
under which people were let
in for two years, subsiding
their stays with casual work.
Many stay on longer, switch-
ing to the more formal sys-
tem of work permits at the
end of their stay, Before the
changes, the scheme was al-
most exclusively applied to
younger people from the so-
called “Old Commonwealth”
— Australians, New Zealan-
ders and Canadians.

A Downing Street spo-
kesman said the proposals
for action would be made
public soon. “We have found
some abuse — but it’s not
widespread,” he said. “If it
had been, we would simply
close the system down,
which is not something we
want to do.”
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2 Britain to end L
820-year chill

“towards Ching

- TO A FRIENDLY FUTURE: Mr Tony Blair (left)

with Mr Wen Jiabao.

THE TIMES, LONDON

BELJING, May 8. — Brit-
ain and China have agreed
to hold annual heads of
.government to anchor a
new “partnership” bet-
ween London and Beijing.
The extraordinary re-
i vamp of relations, which
ifollows two decades of
tension over the former
3ritish colony of Hong
§Iong, will be celebrated

‘uring a visit to Britain

{ y Mr Wen Jiabao, Prime

[1mster of China, which

| ;arts tomorrow.

Mr Tony Blair, who has

! een criticised for neglect-
tag China, will become
.he principal point of con-
Lact for the Chinese lead-
ership, taking over a role
previously assigned to the
Deputy Prime Minister,
Mr John Prescott.

By holding annual sum-
mits, London accords Bei-
jing a status given to no
other nation outside Eu-
rope and the USA. The

— A file photograph

British PM has long been
reluctant to commit him-
self to regular consulta-
tions with anyone other
than Nato and EU leaders.
In his first six years in of-
fice, he visited China only
once, in 1998. The leaders
of Germany, France, Rus-
sia and USA have main-
tained much closer contact
with Beijing. The change
in Mr Blair’s attitude fol-
lows his second visit to Bei-
jing last July and reflects
China’s growing impor-
tance as a trade power.
During talks with Mr
Wen, Mr Blair is expected
to raise the continuing
doubts over the future of
Hong Kong. Last month,
the Foreign Office gave
warning that the territor-
¥’s “high degree of autono-
my” was being eroded by
Beijing. Mr Blair may also
sign a memorandum of un-
derstanding on how to deal
with illegal immigrants
from China and raise hu-
man rights issues. y
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. UK erackdown on
‘Xﬂ’\\illegal immigrants

By Ryshmee Z Ahmed
TiMes NEwWs NETWORK

London: Indian trade may
be booming but there’s one
most unwelcome export —
the anything between 3,000
and 8,000 illegal immi-
grants to the UK every year.
Now, the UK has sent an ur-
gent message to all bogus
Britain-bound brides and
grooms from Punjab, fake
students and potential ille-
gal immigrants: stay home,
we are on to you.

The generalised an-
nouncement, which does
not mention nationalities,
is part of Britain’s biggest
crackdown on illegal immi-
gration. India is privately
acknowledged by both
countries to be an unwit-
ting exporter of thousands
of illegal immigrants.

The British crackdown
comes just 10 weeks after
Punjab police accused a
British Indian woman of
defrauding a string of
slavering Punjabi husbands
and fiances of lakhs of ru-
pees with the promise to se-
cure their entry into the
UK. Under Britain’s new
rules for Britons marrying
foreign nationals, only des-
ignated registry offices can
authorise the union. Regis-
trars can refuse to marry
suspect couples.

The case of Glaswegian
Jaswinder Kaur hit the
headlines during British
Home Secretary David
Blunkett’s breakthrough
end-January immigration
summit with Deputy Prime
Minister Advani. Observers
say the resulting first-ever
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU) on illegal
immigration was an admis-
sion of fact that Indian ille-

— told TNN they had no nation-

NEW RULES: ality-wise breakdown of ille-
Students: Immediate | gal immigration statistics.
implementation of a Informed estimates sug-
planned investigation | gestroughly one per cent of
into addresses mas- | Britain’s annual 300,000-
querading as education- | 500,000 Indian visitors over-
al establishments. stay their welcome, simply

» An accreditation and
monitoring scheme to
ensure genuine educa-
tional establishments
are properly registered
by the yearend. Once the
list is established, stu-
dent visas will not be is-
sued to attend colleges
not on the list.

» A requirement to noti-
fy the Home Office when
students do not turn up
for courses and consulta-
tion on how best to im-
plement this.

On Marriages: Al-

lowing only designated
registrar offices to au-
thorise marriages in-
volving foreign nation-
als, working closely with
the immigration service.
This will enable a target-
ed, major new enforce-
ment effort against
sham marriages.
» Changes to marriage
laws to empower regis-
trars to refuse to conduct
a marriage suspected to
be carried out for the
purposes of illegal im-
migration while it is in-
vestigated.

gal immigration does little
to promote brand India.
Navdeep Suri, spokesman
for the Indian High Commis-
sion said that the two sides
are working on this issue.
But, in an indication of the
logistical difficulties in as-
certaining if illegal immi-
grants are in fact Indian,
British Home Office officials

to disappear. Several thou-
sand more samwjggle them-
selves into Britain via dif-
ferent European and Russ-
ian Federation routes.

In October, the UK over-
rode Indian protestations
and insisted Indians transit-
ing through the UK needed
transit visas because there
were too many inadmissible
airport arrivals. Commen-
tators said it was bureau-
cratese for a bleak truth —
too many Indians in transit
simply wandered out of
Heathrow to disappear.

Graham James, director
of the UK’s Border Control
and Enforcement is on
record to say Indians are
among the main nationali-
ties of illegal workers. Even
s0, no one is sure the newest
British clampdown on
sham marriages and non-
existent college courses
will be enough to stem the
illegal influx from India.

Observers told TNN the
UK’s refusal to classify In-
dia as a safe country, whose
citizens reed not seek polit-
ical asylum in the West,
may be an obstacle to stem-
ming the Indian illegal flow.

But John Ruddock of the
Home Office insisted Euro-
pean human rights tests de-
termined India’s exclusion
from the so- called safe or
white list of countries. Asy-
lum claims from safe list
countries, which astonish-
ingly include Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh are presumed
to be false at the outset.
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LONDON April 20. — Prime
Minister Mr Tony Blair has
" decided to call a British refer-
endum on the European Un-
ion’s constitution, his office
- said Tuesday, confirming an
abrupt reversal of policy by a
government which had been’
adamantly opposed to such a
- vote.
Mr Blair’s U-turn, the most
; significant since he came to
power in 1997, follows months
of pressure by the main opposi-
tion Conservative Party, which
Claims the treaty will undermine
Bntam s sovereignty.
. Several national newspaper
_have also taken up the call for
a referendum. “Blair’s EU
humiliation,” the Daily Mail’s
front page headline said

Tuesday. v
The government had argued
against a national poll, insist-

ing that the ‘constitution, wh- °

ich aims to streamline decision
making in the EU, would not
fundamentally alter’ Britain's
relationship with the bloc.:

The reversal in allowing the -

first nationwide poll: since

THE STATESMAR 21 45, e

s OW
on EU

1975 is a sign that Blair’s
authority has eroded. Since
the Iraq war, Mr Blair’s per-
sonal ratings have slumped-
and he is struggling to regain
public trust.

“It is a sign of weakness,”
said Mr John Curtice, profes-
sor of politics at Strathclyde
University.

Opinion polls find that
many Britons are ambivalent
or skeptical about closer
European integration, fearing
the constitution will create a
European super state, and a
referendum on the issue is
likely to be tight.

Denmark, Ireland and
Luxembourg -have already

-announced they will hold ref-

‘erendums on the constitution
and several other countries,
including are likely to do so.
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7 ROW OVER UNIVERSITY FEE HIKE

“Blair faces revolt
#o within party * 5

Assoclated Press

LONDON, March 31. —
Mr Tony Blair faced a rebel-
lion within his governing
Labour Party today over
plans to increase university
tuition fees for students.
The British Prime Minis-
ter has acknowledged that
his authority is on the line,
but insists the government
must press to increase high-
er education funding and
boost Britain’s skills base.
The legislation narrowly
scraped through the House
of Commons in January,
but must face another vote
today before it can be pass-
ed to the House of Lords
for further consideration.
Education secretary Mr
Charles Clarke has app-
ealed to rebels to back the
government and said the
vote would be tight. “It is
going to be a close vote,”
he told BBC radio. Mr
Clarke said a couple of the
72 Labour lawmakers who
voted against the Bill in
January would back the
government, but he added
that some past supporters
were now voting no. .
Rebels, however,
N

said

Legal status for
gay couples

LONDON, March 31. —The
government today published
proposals to give gay
couples legal status in
Britain for the first time, with
rights similar to those
enjoyed by married partners.
The Civil Partnership Bill
only applies to same-sex
couples, who would form a
civil partnership by signing a
register before an official and
two witnesses. There would
be a formal, court-based
process for dissolution of a
partnership. — AP

they expected the govern-
ment
today. One Labour MP, ass-
ociated with a rebel Am-
endment, said some col-
leagues were reluctant to
vote against the govern-
ment, with local govern-
ment and EU parliament
polls in June.

to narrowly win

About 200 students wav-

ing placards reading “Give
Way Tony” demonstrated
outside parliament. “The
proposal is ridiculous as stu-
dents are in so much debt.
already,” a student said.

THE STATESMAN  ». 7
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Under the roposals,
universities would be able
to charge students up to
£3,000 a year, to be paid
after they leave school and
start earning. Colleges cur-
rently charge a flat fee of
£1,125 which is paid
upfront. The government
says the increase would
provide an extra £1 billion
a year for higher education.

In an effort to win over
rebels, the government has
also- pledged scholarships
for poorer students and
promised to set up a regu-
lator to help ensure that
more working-class people
enter higher education.

Some Labour MPs view
the legislation as a betrayal
of a 2001 poll promise not to
hike tuition fees. Many in
the party also fear that plans
to let universities set their
own fees will create a mar-
ketplace in education, with
poorer students choosing
what and where to study
based on what they can
afford. Labour lawmaker
Mr lan Gibson has off-
ered an Amendment
which would scrap the
variable fee element, but
keep deferment of pay-
ment and scholarships.
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\\0 TRIPOLI VISIT / WAR AGAINST TERRORISM

" Libya “&n be partner, says Blair

TRIPOLI, MARCH 25. Libya can be an impor-
tant partner in the war against terror if it
fulfills its pledge to scrap its weapons of
mass destruction, said the British Prime
Minister, Tony Blair, on Thursday following
a historic meeting with Muammar Qadhafi.

Mr. Blair lauded Col. Qadhafi’s progress
in dismantling his chemical, nuclear and
biological programmes, under plans he an-
nounced in December, and said his cooper-
ation with Britain and the United States
sent a strong signal to the Arab world.

“Libya’s voluntary and open implemen-
tation of the decision of (December) gives
us real hope we can build a new relation-
ship with it for the modern world,” Mr.
Blair said.

“I was particularly struck by Col. Qad-
hafi’s insistence at our earlier meeting not
only of Libya’s determination to carry on
down this path of cooperation, but also his
recognition that Libya’s own future is best

THE HINDU

secured by a new relationship with the out-
side world and of a common cause with us
in the fight against Al-Qaeda extremism
and terrorism, which threatens not just the
West but Arab nations, too.”

In return for Libya’s cooperation, Mr.
Blair said Britain would strengthen cultural
links and offer the North African state mil-
itary cooperation.

Without providing details, Mr. Blair said
he would appoint a British general as the
U.K. defence coordinator for Libya “‘that
will offer Libya a chance of a new military
relationship with the U.K.”

Mr. Blair spoke to reporters after an hour
and a half’s meeting with Col. Qadhafi, the
first by a British leader since Col. Qadhafi
seized power in 1969. The, visit marked a
major step back into the international
mainstream for the North African state.

After a red carpet welcome, Col. Qadhafi
and Mr. Blair met in a tent in the desert, a

herd of camels nearby. The two leaders sat
on low chairs, chatting through an inter-
preter in a tent hung with green and yellow
tapestries of camels and palm trees.

“It is good to be here at last after so many
months,” Mr. Blair said.

Col. Qadhafi responded initially in Ara-
bic, then in English: “You did a lot of fight-
ing on this issue and seem exhausted.”
Britain has taken the diplomatic lead in
ending Libya’s international isolation.

“1 think it is a very important visit,” said
the Libyan Foreign Minister, Abdel-Rah-
man Shalgam. “Libya and Britain play a
very important role in this region of North
Africa and the African continent. We have
the same obligations. We are going to ex-
change our views and analyses together.”
Mr. Shalgam said Libya had warned of the
dangers of Al-Qaeda in the 1980s and 1990s
“when Europe and even America were sup-
porting these people.” — AP
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LONDON, March 24,
Britain today ordered the Bank
of England to freeze assets

belonging to five senior mem-

bers of the Hamas, including
those of its new leader Abdel
Aziz Rantisi.

“Chancellor (of the Exche-
quer) Gordon Brown today
instructed the Bank of England
to direct financial institutions
that any funds which they hold
for or on behalf of five senior
members of Hamas must be
frozen,” the Treasury said in a
statement. “This action has
been taken because the Trea-
sury have reasonable grounds
for suspecting that four of the
individuals are, or may be per-
sons who facilitate or partici-
pate in the commission of acts
of terrorism and Abdel Aziz
Rantisi is or may be a person,
who commits, facilitates or par-
ticipates in such acts.”

Besides <Rantisi, the other
named are Musa Abu Marzouk,
Imad Khalil Al-Alami, Usama
Hamdan and Khalid Mishaal.

UNSC debates killing
Israel clashed with the
Palestinians and Islamic coun-
tries in the UN Security Council
at an open meeting to debate
the targeted killing of Hamas
leader Sheik Ahmed Yassin.

Israel’s need to defend its cit-
izens forced it to kill Yassin, the

. Israeli ambassador told the

Security Council last night,
while the Palestinians and
other countries said the assassi-
nation pushed West Asia peace
further from reach.

Israeli ambassador Mr Dan
Gillerman suid Israel was oblig-
ed to defend its citizens and the
Palestinian leadership by shel-

freezes

amas

‘assets

Target Sharon’

GAZA, March 24, — Hamas wants
to assassinate Israeli Prime Minister
Mr Ariel Sharon in retallation for
israel’s killing of the Islamic group's
spiritual leader, a Hamas leader sald
in an interview posted on the inter-
net today. Khaled Mashaal, a Dam-
ascus-based Hamas leader, said: “|
hope that the mujahideen can
retaliate against this awful crime by
targeting the most prominent Zionist
leaders ... including Mr Sharon,’

In another development, new Hamas
leader Abdel Aziz Rantisi today
assured that his outfit has no plans
to attack US targets, backing off ear-
lier threats against Washington fol-
lowing Yassin's assassination.

tering Yassin gave it no choice
but to kill him. “To characterize
him as a spiritual leader is to
attempt to characterise Osama
bin Laden as a Mother Teresa...”
The Palestinians, however,
warned that “a big line has been
crossed”. Chief Palestinian dele-
gate Mr Nasser al-Kidwa said:
“It was an insane crime that has
very dangerous indications...”

Boy bomber held: Israeli forces
stopped a Palestinian boy wear-
ing a suicide bomb belt from
crossing into Israel from the
West Bank town, police said
today, a report adds from
Nablus. Witnesses said the boy
appeared to be between 10 and
12 years old. Israel radio said
he could be as young as eight.

USA closes embassy: The USA
today closed its embassy in the
UAE after receiving a specific
threat against it. In a related
development, The State Dep-
artment has issued a worldwide
travel caution and advised
Americans to leave Gaza as
soon as it is safe to do so.
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© New British asylum law sparks row,

\( By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, MARCH 4. In a contro-
versial move, which has infu-
riated civil rights groups and
senior judges, the British Gov-
ernment has introduced legisla-
tion to deny failed
asylum-seekers and immigrants
the right to seek a judicial re-
view by barring courts from
hearing appeals against execu-
tive decisions.

Under the new Asylum and
Immigration Bill, already ap-
proved by the Commons and to
be taken up in the Lords shortly,
the buck will stop with the pro-
posed Asylum and Immigration
Tribunal with no further chan-
nel of appeal available to those
whose applications have been
rejected.

While civil liberties’ cam-
paigners have called it an attack
on human rights and the princi-

ple of open justice, judges see it
as a veiled attempt to curb judi-
cial independence and, signifi-
cantly, the strongest criticism
has come from Britain’s Chief
Justice Lord Woolf, otherwise
regarded as being close to the
British Prime Minister, Tony
Blair.

In an unprecedented public
attack, Lord Woolf has said that
the move to block courts from
ruling on asylum and immigra-
tion decision is a “blot on the
reputation of the government”
and could result in a loss of
public confidence in its pro-
fessed commitment to the rule
of law.

“What is the use of courts if
you cannot access them’”, he
said describing the relevant
clause as being “fundamentally
in conflict with the rule of law.”
He disclosed that during con-
sultations with the Home Office

THE HINDU

before the bill was drafted judg-
es had strongly opposed the
idea. Yet, the Government had
gone ahead and included it in
the bill.

“..Our advice was that a
clause of this nature now in-
cluded in the bill....should not
be contemplated by any gov-
ernment if it had respect for the
rule of law,” he said.

He warned that the move
could bring the judiciary, the
executive and the legislature in-
to ‘conflict’. “I am not over-
dramatising the position if I in-
dicate that if this clause were to
become law, it would be so in-
consistent with the spirit of mu-

respect between the

t arms of government
uld be the catalyst for a
campaign for a written consti-
tution,” he said adding that he
hoped the contentious proposal
would have a “short shrift” in
the Lords.

His remarks in the course of a
lecture at Cambridge University
caught the headlines with com-
mentators warning of an im-
pending ‘confrontation’
between the Blair Government
and judiciary. They have been
increasingly at loggerheads with
each other over a range of is-
sues, especially relating to legal
reforms.
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, +Target BBC...”

ls London about to shoot itself in the foot?

ne doesn’t know yet whether leaked government plans

to break up the BBC are meant to be a warning shot
fired across the broadcasting corporation’s bows, after the
controversial reports filed by journalist Andrew Gilligan
which claimed that the government had “sexed up”
intelligence reports on the threat posed by Iraq, or whether
it means to seriously follow through. oK [

The break-up plans come after the Hufton committee
report, which rather one-sidedly rapped the BBC for the
David Kelly affair while letting the governmert off the
hook. But Prime Minister Tony Blair could turn this victory
into a public relations disaster for himself if he were to
attempt to capitalise on the Hutton report by disbanding the
BBC. Despite occasional misdemeanours the Beeb has a
reputation for fairness and accuracy, both inside and
outside Britain, that is far greater than that of either
governments or politicians. It has a unique funding
structure — it derives the bulk of its budget not directly
from the government but from licence fees paid by British
TV owners — which frees it from dependence on either
government or advertisers. Its consequent credibility is an
.invaluable British asset, making it an element of what
Joseph Nye describes as “soft power”, meaning a nation’s
ability to persuade others of the desirability of its way of life
without applying instruments of coercion. It is watched
widely even in the US, home to many media empires,
because Americans may be tired of how deferential their
own journalists can be. To be sure, it may have made some
mistakes lately. Lord Hutton has pointed to certain errors
and lapses in Gilligan’s report — Gilligan cannot, for
example, back his account of his interview of David Kelly
with recorded tapes or even his own notes. But there is
considerable evidence that he was at least half-right, in that
the intelligence reports were doctored by London to buttress
its case for war, not least because no WMDs have been
found subsequently in Iraq.

None of this is taken into account by the Hutton report,
believed by a large proportion of the British public to be a
“whitewash”. The BBC has had its run-ins with London
before —— Margaret Thatcher had her knives out for it after
its reporting of the Belgiano incident during the Falklands
war. But not even Thatcher went as far as privatising or
breaking up the Beeb. London has already had its revenge
on the “sexing up” charge — Gilligan, as well as the
chairman and the director-general of BBC, have handed in
their resignations. To proceed further and dismantle the
BBC over what amounts to a reporting misdemeanour, is
extreme and could give rise to a public backlash against
Labour.

It would also affect Britain’s standing in the world — its
soft power has eroded already with the violence and
deception over Iraq, and it hasn’t that much hard power left
since the dismantling of its empire. Neither do any of the
other proposals, such as bringing the BBC under the
broadcasting watchdog Ofcom, or sharing its licence fees
with other broadcasters, hold water. The former would
subject it to government censorship, the latter to unfair
competition from other broadcasters whose coffers are
loaded anyway with advertising revenues. Whatever LLondon
does, it cannot afford to be seen as scapegoating the BBC
for its own foreign policy fiascos.
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Iraqgate-]
hits Blair. e

Britain spied on UN members

Agencies
London, February 8

BRITAIN’S INTELLIGENCE
services helped the US spy on
UN Security Council delega-
tions ahead of crucial deliber-
ations about the Iraq war, The
Observer said on Sunday. Chi-
na, a. permanent member of
the UNSC, was most likely am-
ong the countries targeted.
Translators and analysts at
the Government Communica-
tions Headquarters, Britain’s
electronic intelligence monitor-
ing centre, were ordered to co-
operate with a US espionage
“surge” on UNSC delegations
after a request from the US Na-
tional Security Agency in end-
January 2003. This was to help
smooth the way for the UN res-
olution authorising war in Iraq.
GCHRQ translator, Katherine
Gun, 29, was sacked by GCHQ
in June after The Observer pri-
nted a separate memo from US
intelligence purportedly asking
for help in spying on delegati-
ons from some “swing nations”
from Angola, Cameroon, Chile,
Bulgaria, Guinea and Pakistan.
Katherine faces trial after
leaking details of the US re-
quest. She was hired by the sur-
veillance centre as an expert
translator of Mandarin, Chi-
na’s official language. Docu-
ments of this level of secrecy

Tony Blair
Caught in the spy act?

are circulated on a strict “need-
to-know” basis. Security expe-
rts have said that it is highly un-
likely that someone as junior as
Gun would have seen the memo
had she not been expected to
use her language expertise.
The information was intend-
ed for US Secretary of State
Colin Powell before his presen-
tation on WMDs to the UNSC.
Sources close to the intelli-
gence services have now con-
firmed that the request from
the security agency was “acted
on” by the British authorities.
It is also known that the opera-
tion caused significant disquiet
in the intelligence community
on both sides of the Atlantic.
The revelatiofpn also raises se-
rious questions for Foreign Sec-
retary Jack Straw, who has ov-
erall responsibility for GCHQ.
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I misunder:
claim\id Iraq

London: British Prime Minister Tony
Blair has said he had misunderstood a
key part of an intelligence dossier on
Iraq which he used to persuade a scep-
tical nation to back a war to oust Sad-
dam Hussein.

Mr Blair told the House of Commons
he had been unaware that the contro-
versial “45-minute” claim in the gov-
ernment’s September 2002 Iraq dossier
referred only to tactical battlefield
weapons, and not long-range ballistic
missiles. i

In a debate interrupted by anti-war
protesters, Mr Blair said he had not
known what weapons were being re-
ferred to by the claim—that Saddam
could deploy some chemical and bio-
logical weapons within 456 minutes—
when Britain voted narrowly to back
the war. “I have already indicated ex-
actly when this came to my attention. It

‘tsﬂocblAé)S-minute

dossier: Blair

wasn’t before the debamrch 18
last year,” he said.

However, Mr Blair, the staunchest
international ally of US President
George W. Bush in the Irag conflict, de-
fended the claim’s inclusion in the
dossier. “If there were chemical or bi-
ological or nuclear Dbattlefield
weapons, that most cer-
tainly would be a weapon
of mass destruction and
the idea that their use
would not threaten the re-
gion’s stability I find
somewhat eccentric,” he
said.

Mr Blair’s disclosure
comes a day after he or-
dered an independent in-
quiry to probe the quality
of the intelligence used to
justify the war. are
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"Blair govt i
KATHERINE BALDWIN \r@ '

LONDON, FEBRUARY 4
AFORMER intelligence official tore
apart the British government's case for the
Iraqwar even as Prime Minister Tony Blair
tried to quell the furore over Iraq’s missing
weapons. A day after Blair set up an inquiry
into apparent intelligence failings over Irag,
arms expert Brian Jones blasted the gov-
ernment saying that it had overruled intelli-
gence analysts to present a “misleading”
pre-war dossier onIraq’s banned weapons.
The commentsby Jones, a former Min-
istry of Defence expert, fuelled the debate
over Iraq, which showed no sign of abating
despite Blair's announcement on Toesday
of an independent probe. They will frus-
trate Blair’s attemipts to draw a line under
one of the most gruelling periods of his pre-
miership and come as the Prime Minister
prepares for another grilling in parliament.
“Inmyview, the expert intelligence ana-
lysts of the Defence Intelligence Staffwere
overruled in the preparation of the dossier
in September 2002, resulting in a presenta-
tion that was misleading about Irag’s capa-
bilities.” Joneswrote in The Independent.
Blair's critics said Jones’ remarks raised
further doubts over the justification he gave
forwar -—namely Iraq’s lethal weapons —
and over the conclusions of a senior judge
who last week exonerated Blair of exagger-
ating the threat from Iraq.

gl‘l

re;

A man digs at a newly discovered
mass grave near Shalamcha village
on Wednesday. Military uniforms,
ammunition and destroyed military
vehicles were found near the graves,
witnesses said. Reuters

Blair emerged whiter-than-white from

judge Lord Hutton’s inquiry into last July’s

suicide of scientist David Kelly, who killed
himself after being outed as the source of a
BBC report that claimed Blair had “sexed
up” evidence of Iraq’'sweapons.

Blair may have hoped that, after Hut-

ton. his inquirvinto Traa intellicence wonld

INDIAN EXPRESS 'y & £ER 9"

reports. Expert |

‘Michael Howard, who has accepted Hut-

-quity, said “it would be foolish” not to take

have finally silenced his critics.

But large parts of the media and the
public branded Hutton’s report a “white-
wash” and Blair’s opponents say the new
inquiry, chaired by Lord Butler, is top
limited and will not examine the way '
politicians presented intelligence on Iraq
to the public. Jones gave Blair’s oppo-
nents more ammunition on Wednesday,
just as Blair prepared for a parliamentary | |
debate on Hutton. 1

|
!

“If the government hoped that the But-
ler inquiry was going to be no re-run of
Hutton, I think it's pretty clear that Dr
Jones and others of similar view are going
to prevent that happening,” Menzies
Campbell of the Opposition Liberal De-
mocrats said. Jones stunned the Hutton in-
quiry last summer when he said he had
complained to his superiors over the
strength of language in the Iraq dossier.
But his latest comments go further.

Jones called on Blair to publish the in-
telligence behind the government’s claim
in the September dossier that Iraq could
launch an attack within 45 minutes of an or-
der to do so. That intelligence, he said, was
shown onlyto a small circle of officials.

Opposition Conservative Party leader

ton’s report and has backed the new in-

into acoount any new evidence that came to
lioht. -— Reuters
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Blair orders probe into mtelllge

‘By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, FEB. 3. The British Prime
Minister, Tony Blair, bowed to
mounting pressure and on
Tuesday announced an inde-
pendent inquiry into intelli-
gence claims about Iraqg’s
alleged weapons of mass de-
struction before the war.

But within hours, there was a
controversy over its terms of
reference after the Government
rejected the Opposition de-
mand that the inquiry should
also examine whether the intel-
ligence was put to political use.
The Government claimed that
the issue had already been
‘comprehensively’ dealt with by
the Hutton inquiry which last
week cleared it of the charge of
“sexing up” intelligence to justi-
fy the invasion.

But the Liberal Democrats
said they would not support the
inquiry in protest..

The inquiry, to be conducted
by a committee of cross-party
senior MPs, will be headed by a
former Cabinet Secretary, Lord
Butler, regarded as an ‘estab-
lishment’ man and a safe pair of
hands for the Government.

It will have a limited remit —
basically to determine why the
intelligence, which prompted
the invasion of Iraq, proved to
be wrong with no weapons of
mass destruction having been
found so far.

Mr. Blair, who made the an-
nouncement while appearing
before a committee of MPs, in-
sisted that the decision to go to
war was ‘right’ and said whatev-
er be the findings of the inquiry,
he would “not accept” that the
decision to remove Saddam
Hussein was wrong. The inqui-
ry, he said, was needed because

THE HINDU

Raw materials being mixed for the production of herbicides at a factory in Fallujah, Iraq,
in this file photo. United Nations experts searched the factory on
December 8, 2002, for banned weapons.

it appeared that the Iraq Survey
Group (ISG), which had been
searching the weapons, would
take some time to produce its
final report.

"I think it is right, as a result
of what David Kay has said, and
the fact that the Iraq Survey
Group now probably would not
report, in the very near term, its
final report, that we have a look
at the intelligence that we re-
ceived and whether it was accu-
rate or not,” he said referring to
the recent statement of Dr. Kay,

former head of ISG, that intelli-
gence agencies appeared to got
it wrong about Iraq’s WMDs.

Later in a statement in the
Commons, the Foreign Secreta-
ry, Jack Straw, said the inquiry
would examine any discrepan-
cies between the intelligence
available to the Government be-
fore the war and the findings of
ISG.

It would work in cooperation
with the U.S. inquiry on the is-
sue and with the ISG; and would
give its report to the Prime Min-

ﬂ

ister before the summer recess.
The decision has been dubbed a
‘U-turn’ by the Government
which had until now consistent-
ly maintained that there was no
need for an inquiry as the
search for weapons was still on.

Observers pointed out that
Mr. Blair had been forced to
“fall in line” as a result of in-
tense pressure on him following
the U.S. Government'’s decision
to investigate its own intelli-
gence claims after Dr. Kay's re-
marks.
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% w THEREAL QUESTIOKS

things — lies, betrayals, suicide, in-

quiries, resignations, even war and its
aftermath — must happen impeccably.
Lord Hutton has spoken. Mr Tony Blair
and his men are clean; nobody could have
known that David Kelly would kill him-
self; and the BBC must mend its ways.
Nothing could have been better for
Mr Blair, and worse for the BBC. These
twinned outcomes are reflected in the fact
that the run-up to the fateful renewal of
the BBC’s charter coincides with the run-
up to a general election. But, for the mo-
ment, decency must prevail. Lord Hutton
has questioned the BBC’s editorial sys-
tem and standards of man-

I tis England, after all. The murkiest of

throughout its eighty-odd years. Through
World War II, the Suez crisis and the Falk-
lands war, it has taken on Winston Chur-
chill, Anthony Eden and Ms Margaret
Thatcher respectively. But Mr Blair and
the Irag war seem to have landed it in a
crisis of what looks like rudderiess panic.
Like the protests and demonstrations
all over Britain among BBC employees,
following the resignations, recent polls
show that three times as many people still
prefer to place their trust in the BBC than
in Mr Blair’s government. More people
believe that he should have resigned
rather than the BBC’s top men. Lord Hut-
ton has cleared Mr Blair on the matters
that he had been specifi-

agement. Therefore, not

only have its chairman It will be difficult for
Lord Hutton to
deflect public
attention from the
BBC's errors of judge- questions that remain
about why and how
against him withdrawn, England went to war

and director general re-
signed in quick succes-
sion, but the acting chair-
man has also apologized
“unreservedly” for the

ment. Mr Blair now con-
siders the accusations

cally asked to look into. He
has repeatedly reminded
the public of the narrow-
ness of his remit, of what
does not fall within the
“terms of his reference”.
But outside this judicial
boundary lies a vast grey
area, of dubious actions
and complex truths. In
this wider and darker

Sohe wants to “draw aline
and move on”.

But faith has never been purely a mat-
ter of judicial evidence. So lines cannot be
drawn as promptly and as neatly as the
prime minister would like to imagine.
England has a vibrant civil society, which
likes to think and judge for itself. And this
indomitable body sees the nation’s stan-
dards of democratic accountability com-
promised on some vital counts, With the
Hutton report’s indictment of the BBC,
those who value the legendary editorial
independence of this “public service
broadcaster” have begun to fear that noth-
ingless than this fiercely guarded autono-
my might be at stake now. The BBC has
held its own against the government

arena, nothing seems to
have been resolved at all.
And much larger, more disturbing ques-
tions of why and how England went to
war remain unanswered. Mr Blair may
not have lied, but are not gullibility and
misjudgement with regard to intelligence
just as culpable? Why does Lord Hutton
have to quibble on the double meaning of
“sexing up”, and then choose the meaning
that serves the government best? Why
does he have to invoke the “subconscious”
to talk about Mr Blair’s influence on the
joint intelligence committee? it will be dif-
ficult for this establishment law-lord to
deflect public attention from the only
question that should, and still does, really
matter: why then did England go to war?
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Lord Hutton simply refused to tread on territory that would discomfit Tony Blair

Estabhshment whitewash

Wit &

outside the high court just be-

fore Lord Hutton took his place
on the bench. It’s a pity it did not
last, because a blanket of fresh,
white snow would have made the
perfect backdrop to what followed:
an extraordinary one-man show, a
performance which had its audi-
ence snorting and occasionally
gasping in disbelief. Transferred to
the West End, the show could only
have one name: Whitewash.

For six months the government
had been accused of the darkest of
crimes: leading the nation to war on
a lie and buliying a dedicated public
servant to his death. In 90 minutes
Lord Hutton crushed those claims

ASOFT snowfall was swirling

entirely. He exonerated Tony Blair, .

Alastair Campbell, Geoff Hoon,
John Scarlett and Kevin Tebbit
more completely than any of them
can have dreamed.

As theatre, the show may have
lacked visual splendour: just a mod-
ern, Ikea-blond wood courtroom
with a white-haired judge at its
apex, hunched over his text, reading
aloud in his gentle Ulster brogue.
But what it lacked in set design and
costume it more than made up in
narrative drive. The Hutton report
had no confusing ambiguities or de-
tours. It all thrust in the same, clear
direction: the government was right
and the BBC was wrong. (Downing
Street, which along with all the par-
ties involved in the Kelly affair had
received the report 24 hours earlier,
must have begun the day with a

champagne breakfast. Once Lord ,/

e YA

BY JONATHAN FREEDLAND

GETTING AWAY BY THE SKIN OF HIS TEETH: Tony Blair

nesses explain themselves, the more
his mild scepticism melted away. He
concluded “that there was no such
underhand strategy”.

The judge faulted the ministry of
defence for the way it told Kelly he
had been outed. Otherwise, the clos-
est Lord Hutton came to laying a
glove on the government was his
suggestion that “the possibility can-
not be completely ruled out” that
the PM’s desire to have a strong
dossier on Iraqi weapons of mass
destruction had “subconsciously
influenced” John Scarlett and his
joint intelligence committee.

Subconsciously! Forget all those

Hutton had spoken, officials could* memos from Campbell to the intelli-

barely contain their gratitude. One
Labour apparatchik exclaimed:
“Make that man a duke!”)
Occasionally, his lordship tanta-
lised with a hint of suspense. He
would begin a sentence that seemed
destined to hurt the government —
only to swerve away with a “howev-
er” or “nevertheless” that backed
the prime minister or his aides.
A classic of the form came when
the judge assessed whether there
"had been an “underhand strategy”
to name David Kelly. “For a time, at
the start of the inquiry; it appeared
to me that a case of some strength
-could be made that there was such
‘astrategy..” he began. Perhaps now
.the drama was about to turn!
But no. He explained that the
longer the inquiry proceeded, and
the more he heard government wit-

gence chief asking for multiple
changes in wording. There was no
pressure to harden the dossier, Lord
Hutton decided, just a possible
twitch of Scarlett’s subconscious —
and even that tiny “possibility” was
remote. It was more likely that Scar-
lett’s sole concern had been to reflect
accurately the intelligence available.

Often when judges hand down
their judgments, the lesser mortals
arrayed below feel compelled to put
aside their own biases or expecta-
tions and bow to the sheer logic and
coherence of the legal argument.
Whatever their final conclusions,
long, detailed rulings in high-profile
cases are often spellbinding essays
in tight, rigorous reasoning. Yester-
day was not one of those days. Ob-
servers who had sat through every
hour of the Hutton inquiry, reading

¢

and hearing the same evidence as
his lordship, were left scratching
their heads at his final thinking.

For one thing, Lord Hutton
seemed to have turned a deaf ear to
crucial facts and testimony. Tran-
scripts of interviews that the BBC
Newsnight journalist, Susan Watts,
had recorded with Kelly corroborat-
ed much of what Gilligan claimed,
not least the scientist’s statement
that the 45-minute claim was “got
out of all proportion”. But Lord Hut-
ton appears to have put those tran-
scripts out of his mind, preferring to
assume that Kelly could not have
said what Gilligan claimed he had.

The judge further chose to believe
there was no “underhand strategy”
to name Kelly, gliding over Camp-
bell’s diary entries in which he con-
fessed his desperation to get the sci-
entist’s name out. Lord Hutton con-
cluded there was no leaking, even
though newspaper reports from last
summer show someone must have
been pointing reporters very direct-
ly towards Kelly.

He ruled there had been no med-
dling with the substance of the Sep-
tember dossier, just some beefing up
of language, even though one expert
witness, Brian Jones, testified that,
when it comes to intelligence, word-
ing is substance.

~ On each element of the case be-
fore him, Lord Hutton opted for the
interpretation that most favoured
the government, never countenanc-
ing the gloss that might benefit the

AR

BBC. Perhaps the clearest example
was Lord Hutton’s very judge-like
deconstruction of the ‘slang expres-
sion’ sexed up. One meaning could
be inserting items that are untrue,
he said; another could simply be
strengthening language. Under the
latter definition, Hutton conceded,
Gilligan’s story would be true. So
his lordship decided the other
meaning must apply.

The judge also seemed to have a
bad case of Wandering Remit Syn-
drome, The late insertion of the no-
torious 45-minute claim was within
the scope of his inquiry; but
whether that claim related to battle-
field or strategic weapons was not,
even though the reliability of the
claim might well turn on precisely
that question. Repeatedly, territory
that might discomfit the govern-
ment was declared out of bounds;
areas awkward for the BBC were
very much in.

The whole performance set you
wondering. For this has become a
ritual in our national life. If an ar-
gument rages on long enough, we
soon call for a judge to investigate it
for us in the form of a public in-
quiry. We see and hear the same evi-
dence he does, but still we invest in
him some mystical power to reach a
conclusive truth we have not seen.
And eventually he comes down from
the mountain, like the high priest of
yore, and delivers his judgment.

Yesterday’s show shattered that
illusion. Suddenly you found your-
self seeing through the grandeur
and mystique and wondering, who
exactly is this man? Why was he
chosen for this task? What made
him cast this whole, complex dis-
pute so neatly in black and white?

Yesterday was a reminder that
these people are human beings like
any other. It seems worth remem-
bering that, before he was a law
lord, the judge was plain Brian Hut-
ton. That man might just harbour
an old-fashioned faith in the benign
motives of government and estab-
lishment and may, for all we know,
take a dim view of journalism.

In a generation’s time, perhaps,
we will have lost our need to ask a
single, bewigged man to separate
truth from lies in public life. Yester-
day such questions were far away, as
the government crowed and the
BBC bowed its head — and the snow
kept on falling.

The Guardian
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Blair wants his

g ﬁ]()b till 2010

ass Trust of India

LONDON,
Jan.1.—1Ina
stern warning
to his detrac-
tors in the
party, the
British Prime Minister, Mr
Tony Blair, today asserted
that he intends to remain as
Prime Minister until at
least 2010 because his job
of transforming the country
into a leader among world
nations is only “half done”.

In a New Year Message,
he also said the “tough
decisions” taken on Iraq
and public service reform
are starting to pay off. “I

- remain as committed, as

-optimistic’ and as deter-

mined as I was in 1997 to
. complete the task,” he said.

Noting that Britain was
poised to become one of
21st century’s most success-
ful nations “but is not there

_yet,” Mr Blair said: “There
'is 1o time to turn the clock
back, no time to coast, no
time to’falter with the job

“only half done.” “I relish

~ the challenge ahead and 1

21

am confident that in part-
nership — government and
people — we can take the
next important steps for-
ward in 2004.” His defiant
tone suggested that despite
health problems and battles
with his party during 2003,
which led to speculation
that he might quit, Mr Blair
has no short-term plans to
hand over the reins to
Chancellor Gordon Brown.

With the biggest Labour
rebellion since he came to
office building up over uni-
versity “top up” fees, Blair
made clear he had no
intention of giving ground
to rebel MPs. He conceded
that the issue of how to
fund higher education was

- “difficult” but said he was

convinced: that his argu-
ments would win the day.
We either have a fair con-
tribution from students or
we deny opportunities for
hundreds of thousands by
cutting university number, -
or we raise taxes for every-
one, including the majority
who have not benefited
from the higher earning
power of higher education.
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Blair admits doubts
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J I By Rashmee Z. Ahmed V\,“\h s
/’& ) / quTwuas News NETWORK

London:' British Prime Minister Tony
Blair has admitted he
does not know if
weapons of mass de-
struction (WMD) will
ever be found in Iragq.

Mr Blair’s first public
admission of doubt over
the central reason for the
US-UK invasion of Bagh-
dad comes within hours
of similar statements from a former aide
to US President George W. Bush in Wash-
ington. Mr Blair’s doubtful words are
thought to be the US-UK military al-
liance’s highest-level scaling down of
public expectation over WMD.

Asked by BBC’s veteran interviewer
David Frost when WMD would be discov-
ered, Mr Blair replied candidly, if in cal-
culated downbeat mode: “I do not know
the answer. You can't be definitive at the
moment about what has happened.”

He agreed the marked delay in finding
any WMD in Iraq flew in the face of pub-
lic expectation worldwide. “I agree there
were many people who thought we were
going after this (WMD) in the course of
the actual (military) operation.”

Just hours after Mr Blair’s remark-
able admission of doubt over Saddam’s
arsenal, similar comments were heard
from Washington, only this time from a
former Bush advisor, known to be em-

Tony Blair

THE TIMES OF INDIA

over WMD) in Iraq

bittered after being sacked from his job.

Former US treasury secretary Paul
O’Neill, who was once on Bush’s Nation-
al Security team and is now known to be
flogging a book to the reading public, an-
nounced that he (O’Neill) never saw any
evidence of Iraqi WMD. Instead, he said,
Mr Bush had been gunning for Saddam
since the day he took office.

Mr O’Neill’'s comments became big
news in a Britain, already sceptical
about WMD. Analysts said Mr Blair’s ad-
mission and Mr O’Neill’s rather vindic-
tive comments marked a stark contrast
with the bullish assertion from both cap-
itals before the war that Saddam was ca-
pable of launching a WMD attack with-
in 45 minutes.

In a sign that WMD might become too
hot to handie for a politicaily vulnerable
Mr Blair, the main opposition, the Con-
servative Party, said that it raised very
serious questions. Former Labour min-
ister Glenda Jackson, an outspoken crit-
ic of the war, said Mr Blair appeared “no
longer to believe his own arguments”,

But Mr Blair, who tried to retain the
moral high ground on Iraq, insisted he
had been right to act on intelligence
about WMD. “In a land mass twice the
size of the UK it may well not be sur-
prising you don’t find where this stuff
(WMD) is hidden,” he said.

And he appeared to cling to the admit-
tedly slender news available from the
scientists currently trawling through
Iraq as part of the Iraq Survey Group.
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~ @ Blair calls on troops in

"+ Iraq to say ‘thank you'.-

BASRA (Iraq), Jan. 4. — British
Prime Minister Mr Tony Blair, the
main US ally in Iraq, made a surprise
visit to the southemn city of Basra to-
day to thank British troops for their
part in the war.

Mr Blair, whose political fortunes
have wavered due to his support for
US President Mr George W Bush,
flew into Iraq’s second-largest city by
military aircraft from the Egyptian
Red Sea resort of Sharm el-Sheik,
where he was on vacation with his
family.

During the day-long visit, he was
scheduled to meet military command-
ers and give a speech to some of the
10,000 British troops stationed in and
around Basra.

He started with a visit to a new po-
lice academy in the small town of Az
Zubayr, where he watched Iraqi offi-
cers being trained in self defence,
then talked and shook hands with
British police officers and military
personnel from Britain, Denmark,
the Czech Republic and Italy.

In gray trousers, a blue shirt and a

navy jacket, Mr Blair made the 10-mi- -

nute flight to the academy from Basra

VTR S

R

Mr Tony Biir walks past a Britsh sokier teaching an Iraqi polce cadet handto-hand combat
at the Police Academy in Basra on Sunday. — AFP

in a British Army Air Corps Chinook
helicopter, guarded by rear and side
machine gunners.

Mr Blair last visited British troops
in Basra in May 2003. His latest trip

5 AN 2004

follows President Bush’s surprise
Thanksgjving Day visit on 27 Nov
2003 to Baghdad and a visit by Span-
ish Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar
on 20 December 2003.



