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The scene of the blast inside a market }yGeneraI Santos, Phlllppmes on Sunday
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t kills

15 X’'mas shoppers

Associated Press
Manila, December 12

A POWERFUL explosion
ripped through an outdoor
market packed with Chris-
tmas shoppers in the so-
uthern Philippines on
Sunday, killing at least 15
people and injuring 58 oth-
ers, the military said.

A homemade bomb or a
grenade concealed in a box
went off in the market’s
meat section in General
Santos city. Officials im-
mediately stepped up secu-
rity, fearing more attacks
in the port city 620 miles
south of Manila.

“This is a terrorist at-
tack by any measure,” Sen
Richard Gordon, who
heads the Philippine Red
Cross, said. He criticised
the military and police for
failing to prevent the at-
tack despite what he said
was intelligence informa-
tion of an imminent terror
strike in the city.

“I'm getting reports from
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some of our people there
that they knew there was a
plan to pull this off but still
it happened,” Gordon said.
“They need to bolster their
spying and their surveil-
lance of places that should
be under guard.”

Army Col. Medardo
Geslani, who heads a regi-
onal anti-terrorism force,
said no group claimed re-
sponsibility and it was not
yet clear if terrorist
groups were involved.

“It was most possibly
caused by an improvised
explosive device,” Geslani
said.

Islamic and communist
rebels operate in provi-
nces near General Santos,
and despite a crackdown
by the military and police,
Muslim militants are be-
lieved to still have a pres-
ence in the predominantly
Christian city of 500,000.

President Gloria Maca-
pagal Arroyo strongly con-
demned the attack, saying
there was no way to justify

-

“this heinous deed”.
Police investigator Capt.
Maximo Sebastian said
three people were instantly
killed by Sunday after-
noon’s bomb blast and oth-
er victims died in hospitals.
“The market was packed
with people because there
were Christmas flea mar-
ket stalls there, and the ex-

. plosion was powerful,” Se-

bastian said.

In 2002, a bomb ripped
through a shopping mall
in General Santos, killing
14 people in an attack au-
thorities blamed on the
Muslim extremist group
Abu Sayyaf and a larger
separatist group, the Moro
Islamic Liberation Front.
Some of those arrested are
being tried for multiple-
murder charges.

The sprawling archipel-
ago has suffered a rash of
bloody terror attacks and
mass kidnappings in re-
cent years that largely
have been blamed on Mus-
lim extremists.

'NDIAN EXPPESS
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NDIA and its immediate

neighbours, barring Pakistan,

have decided to draw a broad
framework with legal sanctity to
tackle terrorism and transnation-
al crime in the subcontinent.

Under the aegis of Bay of Ben-
gal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral
Technical and Economic Cooper-
ation (Bimstec), the move is be-
ing seen as significant which can
goalong way in enhancing coop-
eration to strike at terrorist as
well as mafia networks and close
the tap on their funding.

New Delhi has already gained
some success in getting assistance
of individual countries like
Myanmar and Bhutan to flush
out camps belonging to North

East extremist networks. Coordi-
nated operations along the bor-
ders in Bhutan last year and re-
cently in Myanmar has resulted
in the extremists camps being
dismantled. According to official

L4

sources, it is precisely to formalise
and make durable such arrange-
ments of cooperation in dealing
with terrorists and transnational
crime that was the agenda of the
first meeting of the joint working

1106C 200 The Econony, Timg
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urs unite agalnst terror

group (JWG) of Bimstec that
ended on Thursday.

The discussions of the two-day
long JWG, which will serve as the
nodal arm for cooperation, went
at length into how the member
states could work together to en-
hance information and intelli-
gence sharing regarding terror-
ism and transnational crime.

A statement by the foreign of-
fice said the meeting looked into
aspects on how member states
can effectively deny sanctuary
and transit facilities against indi-
viduals, groups and entities in-
volved or associated with terrorist
activities and transnational crime.
Another important aspect that
was explored was on prevention
and suppression of illicit trade and
trafficking in arms, ammunitions
and other dangerous materials.



Anirban Roy
Kolkata, December 9
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ON MAY 21, an explosion in the
northern commercial town of Sylhet in
Bangladesh killed three people and
injured 100. It became an international
issue as the list of wounded included
British High Commissioner to
Bangladesh Anwar Chowdhury.

The needle of suspicion pointed at
Harkat-ul-Jehad-al-Islami (HUJI) and its
student wing Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen
(JuM). Under pressure from London, se-
curity agencies detained Jameya Mada-
nia madrasa principal Mowlana M.
Habibur Rahman in Kazirpar for extend-
ing logistic support to the HUJI and JuM
cadres for carrying out the blast. Rah-
man was reportedly trying to establish a
Taliban-style rule in Bangladesh.

But why did they try to assassinate the
British High Commissioner?

The HUJI and JuM are members of the
International Islamic Front for Jehad,
which targets the USA, UK and Israel.
That front is led by Osama bin Laden.

HUJI maintains several terrorist-train-
ing camps in the Chittagong Hill Tracts
(CHT). The September issue of Jagaran,
a monthly journal published from Dhaka,
reported how the mushrooming of
mosques and madrasas in different parts
of the CHT was a threat to South Asia’s
security. The madrasas are being used
to impart training to youths to take part
in jehad. Jagaran reported that there
are around 2,000 madrasas in Cox’s Bazar
district of CHT.

Jagaran has claimed that the Al-Ia-
mana Trust-run madrasa Abdullah-bin-
Abbas-al-Islamia at Ramu-khunia was
the nerve centre of jehadi training. The
Al-lamana Trust is based at Bahrain. It
also reported that there are five jehadi
training camps in the jungles of Dochri,
Lechmuri and Achartali with a few more
mobile training camps at Harinmara,
Lemchuri, Purulia chari, Damerchara
and Balubasa.

It was a matter of great concern for
the Indian intelligence agencies when
they stumbled upon the information that
the HUJI floated the Bangladesh Islamic
Manch (BIM), an umbrella organisation
of eight insurgent organisations in
September 2002. The Muslim United
Liberation Tigers of Assam (MULTA)
is also a member of BIM. It was reported
in 1999 that as many as 4,000 members
of the outfit had voluntarily fought the
Holy War at Kargil against India.

SPOILSPORT

TERROR SHADOW

OVER DHAKA

Fundamentalist parties

Bangladesh is ruled by four-party
alliance. Two parties — Jamaat-e-
Islami and Islami Oikyo Jote - are
fundamentalist. JEI has two minis-
ters'in Khaleda government while
the chairman of 104, Azizul Hug, is
member of advisory councit of HU

Terrorist outfits

The pro-bin Laden HUJ, headquar-
tered in Pakistan, has active branch
in Bangladesh. HUJl was behind the
Bes:des HUMH, some members of
South-east Asia’s Jemmah Islamiya
are known to be in Bangladesh

Was set ipin 19

funding by al-Qaida to spread
jehad. it has about 15,000
cadres and maintains links with
Pak's ISt. Indian intelligence
agencies say HUJ has several
camps in Chittagong Hilt Tracts

pp
cadres, mostly unemployed
youth, get salaries
2. Poverty, illiteracy — People
are made to believe jehad is
only way to change their lives

’Al-Qal(}/'L fuels HUJI run in Bangla
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Holding sport to ransom once again

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, December 9

SPORT IS the biggest casualty of the
growing militant Islamic movement in
Bangladesh. Jehadis are now calling the
shots and the HUJI threat to kill Indian
cricketers was not an aberration.

The Indian players, in this series, will
have two rivals. While the Bangladesh
cricket team would try to trap the visitors
with googlies and in-swingers, the “hid-
den” players of the Harkat-ul-Jehad-al-Is-
lami (HUJI), would be after them with
Kalashnikovs and rocket launchers.

This won’t be the first time, pro-Islam-
ic rebels have played spoilsport before.
The national women’s swimming compe-

4
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The presence of the radical
Jamaat-e-Islami in the ruling
coalition in Dhaka has given a
fillip to the pro-Islamic lobby

during the past three years

tition on Monday was cancelled after
protests from an Islamic group — Anti-Is-
lamic Activities Prevention Committee
— which branded the event “un-Islamic™.

The Bangladesh government was
again embarrassed when the FIFA-spon-
sored women's football tournament ran
into rough weather because of opposi-
tion from fundamentalists.

In July last vear. the country’s first
women's wrestling competition had to
be cancelled after threats from Islamic
groups. believed close to HUJI.

The presence of radical Jamat-e-Istami
in the ruling coalition in Dhaka has defi-
nitely added a fillip to the growth of a st-
rong pro-Islamic movement in Bangla-
desh during the last three vears. The pol-
icy-makers in New Delhi are now worried
with the growth of the movement in
Bangladesh. which was born because of
[ndia’s trans-border Good Samaritan.

Interestingly. some of the slogans of
the fundamentalists include. “Svihet loil-
am ganabhotey, ekhon Assam loibo lathir

Jorey (captured Svlhet by referendum and

now we will occupyv Assam forcefully)”
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‘Dhaka matches

o cleared o0

Mr Yashowardhan Azad, -G {VIP security section), talks to
Bangtadeshi security officers at Bangabandhu National
Cricket Stadium in Dhaka on Tuesday. — AFP

NEW DELHI/KOLKATA, Dec. 7. — The Centre today
gave the go-ahead to the Indian cricket team’s tour of
Bangladesh after a security delegation expressed satis-
faction with the arrangements put in place in the wake
of the death threat by a militant group.

The government has advised the Board of Control for
Cricket in India to proceed with the tour for matches in
Dhaka only, since assessment of Chittagong, the other

. venue for the two Test-match and three one-day series,
is yet to be completed.

“The cricket team’s visit to Chittagong will be decided
on the basis of the assessment given by the delegation,”
external affairs ministry spokesman Mr Navtej Sarna
told reporters.

A BCCI release said the first Test in Dhaka has been
postponed by a day to 10 December. The second Test
will start on 17 December, the venue of which has yet to
be decided. Dhaka will also host the second and third
one-dayers (26 and 27 December).

Sources close to the BCCI said that even before the
clearance came the Indian team was provisionally
booked on a morning flight from Kolkata to Dhaka
tomorrow. Now, with the government giving the go-
ahead, the departure is certain.

The Indian secirity delegation, which reached Dhaka
last evening, inspected the venue of the matches in
Dhaka, the hotel where the players will put up as well as
the routes which would be used by the team. “Our offi-
cials also made recommendations for strengthening the
security arrangements for the visiting team. These were
accepted by the Bangladesh authorities,” he said.

The BCCI vice-president, Mr Rajeev Shukla, said:
“We will have to wait for the government’s clearance for
matches in Chittagong,” he said. — SNS
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8 killed as militants
attack U.S. consulate
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By Atul Aneja

MANAMA, DEC. 6. Armed militants
today attacked the American
consulate in Saudi Arabia’s port
city of Jeddah, marking the first
strike on a U.S. diplomatic faci-
lity, six years after the deadly
embassy bombings in Kenya
and Tanzania.

At least eight persons were
killed in the attack, including
five staff members of the con-
sulate and three intruders, Sau-
di officials said. Two of the
attackers were wounded and
arrested.

Arabs, Asians
among victims

U.S. Embassy spokeswoman,
Carol Kalin, confirmed that five
non-Americans had been killed.
“We have five confirmed dead
among our locally engaged staff
and one of them is a contract
(security) guard,” she said. She
refused to give their nationali-
ties but security sources said
they were Arabs and Asians. Ms.
Kalin said a handful of other
employees were in hospital. A
State Department official, who
asked not to be named, said

some Americans had been
lightly vwd{:i. The U.S. con-

sulate in Dharan had been
closed as “a precautionary
measure.”

Earlier reports said that four
Saudi national guards were also
killed. Speaking to The Hindu,
over telephone from Jeddah, L.
Ramnarayan, Chief of Bureau of
Saudi Arabia’s English daily,
Arab News, said that one of the
buildings in the compound was
on fire and black smoke was vis-
ible from a long distance. As se-
curity forces launched a
counter-attack, policemen cor-
doned off the area. By evening,
the operation had been called
off, several hours after the in-
truders breached the sprawling
high security compound.

Saudi police during the day
had claimed that gunmen had
taken 18 local staffers hostage,
but diplomats said they were re-
leased. CNN quoting Saudi offi-
cials in Washington said that an
unknown number of third
country nationals who worked
in the visa section of the consul-
ate, had been taken hostage for
some time. Some suffered
wounds but all were released.

Al-Qaeda hand seen

Saudi authorities hinted that
the Al-Qaeda was responsible

n Jeddah

for the attack. “Members of the
deviant group this morning
threw explosives at the gate of
the U.S. consulate in Jeddah
and then entered the com-
pound,” the Interior Ministry
official said. (In official parlance
militants loyal to Saudi-born Al-
Qaeda leader, Osama bin La-
den, are always described as
deviant.)

Conflicting reports

There have so far been con-
flicting reports about the terror-
ist attack. Reuters news agency
reported that the intruders had
shot their way in on foot
through a side entrance.

But presenting another ver-
sion, Saudi officials said that
militants threw explosives at
two gates of the sprawling,
walled consulate and then en-
tered it, exchanging fire with
guards.

The attack has sent shock
waves in Jeddah. Khalid Al-
maeena, editor-in-chief of Arab
News, said the scale of the oper-
ation had taken people by sur-
prise.

“We never expected such a
type of thing, especially after
the calm period we had over the
past few months,” he said.
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USA Today
Kabul, November 26 @ \

AL-QAIDA HAS sent out a
call for recruits to come to
Afghanistan to reverse that
country’s momentum to-
ward democracy and stem
an increasing number of
military victories by the US-
led coalition, a top US mili-
tary commander said.

Maj. Gen. Rick Olson, sec-
ond in command of US
forces in Afghanistan, also
said that senior leaders of al-
Qaida, including Osama bin
Laden, are still operating in
northwestern Pakistan and
eastern Afghanistan and are
giving direction to Taliban
and foreign fighters.

“Do not underestimate
what is left of them,” Olson
said. “They are stili a viable
organisation.”

But Olson said that al-Qai-
da has been seriously dis-
rupted and that the Taliban
that once ruled Afghanistan
is splintering in the after-
math of last month’s presi-
dential election — the coun-
try’s first open election.
“They have been dealt signif-
icant blows,” he said.

Revive Afghan
Al

$”’

Qalda

“There is evidence that the
Taliban has recognised they
have suffered,” Olson said.
“(Intelligence) shows that
they are very disappointed
they could not stop the elec-
tion. (They failed) to mount
significant attacks that had a
negative effect on the coali-
tion or ... that had succeeded
in intimidating the popula-
tion of Afghanistan.”

The result is “a number of
reports ... that there is a lot
of recrimination and finger-
pointing about the failure to
get something going, some
kind of spectacular event”,
Olson said. The evidence
from intelligence shows
“that they know things
aren’t going the way they
like them to go”, he said.

On November 20, seven
Arab fighters were killed in
the Barikaw district of east-
ern Nangarhar province by
US and Afghan forces. The
Arabs had established a bo-
mb factory Their presence
surprised US military lead-
ers. Olson said that while mo-
re militants now see Iraq as
the preferred battleground
against the US, al-Qaida has

not given up on Afg?(an.
o
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Terror cloud on consulate closure

NEW DELHI, Nov. 23. — An alert by
US intelligence agencies today about the
possible infiltration of an Al-Qaida mili-
tant in India forced the closure of the US
consular section and the American
Center in Mumbai.

Officials in Indian intelligence agencies
said that the US Homeland Security
Department and the CIA have warned
that a Saudi Arabian has sneaked into
India. “The alert has warned that the
Saudi Arabian is an Al-Qaida militant
and could carry out attacks on US instal-
lations in Delhi and Mumbai,” said an
intelligence official. “It was a warning,
which didn’t give details about the possi-
ble hideouts or physical description of the

\ \ suspected Al-Qaida militant.”

US mission staff forwarded a copy of
the note to the external affairs ministry
which informed the Intelligence Bureau.

IB then issued “warning notes” to police |

in Delhi and Mumbai.

Intelligence reports have said Al-Qaida
enjoys the support and has sympathisers
among Kashmir-based militant groups
like Lashkar-e-Taiyaba and Jaish-e-Moh-
ammed who have bases in Delhi and
Mumbai.

The US mission in New Delhi was
open. A spokesperson of the Embassy
here said: “We are taking every measure
to ensure the security of American citi-
zens.” The “decision to open the consular
section and the American Center in
Mumbai will be taken after a review

tomorrow”.
o
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US consulate%losed
in Mumbai for a day

CIA Issues Warning About Terror Attack

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: The US consulate in Mumbai
shut down for a day on Tuesday follow-
ing a fear of being attacked by a ‘suicide
bomber’ from the Al Qaida, police
sources said. Though the consulate offi-
cials did not comment about the threats,
sources said that the consulate had re-
ceived a communication from the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency (CIA) in Wash-

A sniffer dog outside the US consulate in Mumbai

interests in New Delhi or Mumbai where
US citizens and othet.fereigners congre-
gate or visit.

These include residential areas, busi-
ness offices, clubs, restaurants, places of
worship, schools, hotels and public areas
which could be targeted.

“US citizens are advised to maintain a
high level of vigilance and to take ap-
propriate steps to increase their securi-
ty,” the warning states.

The consular sec-

ington about the

terror threats. The
consulate here was
informed about a
possible attack on
Tuesday.

Senior consulate
officials apprised
the city police about
the threats and de-
manded more secu-
rity cover. A huge
posse of policemen
have now been sta-
tioned outside the
constilate in Breach
Candy area and at
the American Cen-
tre at New Marine
Lines, which was
also closed on Tues-
day. Policemen were
also posted at the

»On January 23, 2002, security was
beefed up at the consulate, the Ameri-
can Center and the Washington House
on Altamount Road where senior con-
sulate officials reside and the Ameri-
can International School at the Ban-
dra-Kurla complex following an attack
on the American Center in Kolkata.

» On August 6, 2004, the American
Embassy and the American Center in
New Delhi was placed on high alert
following a tip off from the US Home-
land Security Department that there
would be a terrorist strike. Both these
establishments were shut on that day,
Intelligence inputs had suggested that
there could be a suicide attack or a
bomb explosion. But, it was business
as usual at the Mumbai establish-
ments on that day, ww

tion will also an-
nounce on its web-
site what arrange-
ments will be made
to  accommodate
visa applicants
with appointments
scheduled during
the closing. “Such
applicants will not
be required to make
new appointments
and the consulate
will make every ef-
fort to see them as
soon as resources
permit,” it states.
On account of se-
curity reasons, the
consulate had al-
ways planned to
shift to a new prem-

American International School in Ban-
dra-Kurla complex. The consulate also
has a private security staff.

In a statement issued on its website,
the US:-consulate has issued a grim
warning that its interests in India could
be targeted by terrorists in the near fu-
ture. The warning perhaps is the first of
its kind issued in recent months.

Although not specific, the website stat-
ed that “an attack could be aimed at US

ises in the Bandra-Kurla complex. They
are likely to shift in near future, a
source from the consulate said.,

Senior IPS officers conducted a spot
inspection of the US establishments in
Mumbai on Tuesday. Said joint police
commissioner (law and order) Ahmed
Javed, “Providing security to the Amer-
ican establishments is an ongoing exer-
cise. But we are serious about the fresh
threats.”
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-~ Margaret’s family

LONDON, Nov. 16. — The family
of Margaret Hassan, a 59-year-old
aid worker abducted in Iraq last
month, said today they believed she
was dead.

The Arab satellite station, al-
Jazeera, said it had received a video-
tape showing the murder of a
woman believed to be Hassan, a
British-Irish national who had lived
in Iraq for three decades.

Al-Jazeera said it wouldn’t broad-
cast the footage. “We don’t show
acts of killing,” said Jihad Ballout,
its spokesman.

The station received the tape a
few days ago but was not sure of its
authenticity. CARE, the Brussels-
based charity whose Iraq office
Hassan headed, said: “It is with pro-
found sadness that we have learnt of
the existence of a video in which it
appears that our colleague Margaret
Hassan has been killed. ... The whole
of CARE is in mourning.” A state-
ment from Hassan’s four brothers
and sisters was released by Britain’s
foreign office.

“Our hearts are broken,” it said.
“We have kept hoping for as long as
we could, but we now have to accept
that Margaret Wrobably gone and

17 NOV 2004

ATV grab from an al-Jazeera video broadcast on 22 October shows Margaret Hassan

believes she is dead

pleading for her life then. — AFP

at last her suffering has ended.”
Hassan was kidnapped by armed men
who stopped her car as she was going
to work in Baghdad on 19 October.
She held British, Irish and Iraqi
nationality, was married to an Iraqi
and had lived in Iraq for 30 years.
The family’s statement did not
indicate why they now believed
Hassan was dead, but said: “Those
who are guilty of this atrocious act,

and those who support therd, have
\

THE STATESMAN

no excuses. Nobody can justify this.
Margaret was against sanctions and
the war. To commit such a crime
against anyone is unforgivable. But
we cannot believe how anybody
could do this to our kind,compas-
sionate sister. The gap she leaves
will never be filled.”

Videos of Hassan in captivity were
released over the last few weeks, but
no group had claimed responsibility
for her abduction.



16 NOY 2004

~Terror tr in
the Neth%'r;a‘ s

- Associated Prass

"HE HAGUE, Nov. 15. —
nutch  authoritics  are
:eking to launch an inter-
itional manhunt for the
leged Syrian leader of a
stherlands-based terro-
it group responsible for
e murder of a filmmaker,

d other similar groups of
megrown Muslim radi-
s are believed operating
the country, justice min-
er Mr Piet Hein Donner
«d today.
Mr Donner said the al-
2ed leader of the radical
Il behind the 2 Novem-
:r murder of filmmaker
heo van Gogh has fled
1e country and is believed
) be in hiding abroad.
The alleged ringleader,
rRedouan al-Issar, was de-
tained by Dutch police be-
fore Van Gogh's murder,
but released due to insuffi-
cient evidence proving he
had committed or was plot-
ting a crime, Donner said.
“He became, at a certain
moment, the spiritual lea-
der of the group,” Donner
said. “He was apprehen-

4

Prove you're

anti-terror’

LONDON, Nov. 15. — Muslim
leaders in Britain should point
out that the community has no
time for terrorism, and the mai-
nstream society will have to
show genuine respect to them,
chairman of the Commission
for Racial Equality, Mr Trevor
Phillips said today. It remains
important for mainstream Mus-
lim leaders to point out that
British Muslims have no time
for terrorism,” Mr Phillips said
in a speech at the Oxford Cen-
tre for Islamic Studies. — PTI

ded at that time and he
was extradited to Germa-
ny.” Al-Issar headed the
“Hofstad Network™, a gro-
up following the ideology
of the radical Islamic phi-
losophy el-Takfir wa el Hij-
ra, which inspired groups
like Al-Qaida.

“We are now confronted
with groups of radicals that
have developed internally
in the Netherlands,” Mr
Donner said, disclosing
new details about the first
known murder linked to in-

ternational terrorism.
~

pd
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Abbas

ught in

faction ﬁireﬁght

Gaza, Nov. 14 (Reuters):
Palestinian militants burst
into a Gaza City mourning
tent set up for Yasser Arafat
today and fired shots in
profest af the presence of his
moderate successor Mah-
moud Abbas, but he was un-
hurt, witnesses said.

Palestinian officials said it
was not an assassination at-
tempt.

A Palestinian security
man was fatally wounded in
an exchange of fire between
the militants and bodyguards
shielding Abbas, also known
as Abu Mazen, witnesses said.

Abbas, who officials later
said was safe in his Gaza City
office had beenon a visittoac-
cept condolences for the Pales-
tinian President, who died ina
French military hospital near
Parison Thursday at the age of
78.

The clash was indicative of
the factional lawlessness
plaguing Gaza and threaten-
ing the interim collective lead-
ership of veteran moderates
formed to usher Palestinians
towards elections for a succes-
sor to Arafat.

Abbas, a eritic of violence
in a four-year-old Palestinian
uprising, has been chosen as
chairman of the executive

. committee of the Palestine

Liberation Organisation, one
of the posts held by Arafat.
The incident began after
gunmen from Arafat’s faction-
ridden Fatah movement

A security guard rushes to
protect Mahmud Abbas*
(right) as shots were fired
while Abbas was visiting the
mourning tent. (AFp)

shouting “No to Abu Mazen”
walked by him as he stood out-
side the tent and began firing
shots into the air:

The gunmen'’s rifles were
pointed upwards, and not at
AbuMazen, as they fired more
bursts into the air, withesses
said. Members of Arafat’s
presidential guard hustled
Abbas, 69, into the tent and
threw him to the ground for
his safety as the militants
burst in.

Chaos ensued as gunmen
and bodyguards began shoot-

ing at each other. At the end of
the clash one of the body
guards, in an olive drab uni-
form, lay dead from a head
wound in the tent.

Witnesses said the gunmen
withdrew and no arrests were
made.

Poll date

Palestinians will hold presi-
dential elections on January 8
toreplace Yasser Arafat, inter-
im President Rawhi Fattouh
said on Sunday.

Fattouh made the an-
nouncement at a news confer-
ence after consultations with
the Palestinian elections com-
mission.

Earlier, US secretary of
state Colin Powell said on Sat-
urday he hoped to meet Pales-
tinian leaders soon as partof a
harder US push for peace in
the region following the death
of President Yasser Arafat.

Powell will travel to Egypt
for a November 22-23 confer-
ence and could meet there
with the current and former
Palestinian Prime Ministers,
Ahmed Qurie and Mahmoud
Abbas, respectively, or visit
them in the Palestinian terri-
tories, an official said.

Sending his top diplomat
to meet Arafat’s moderate suc-
cessors would add substance
to President George W. Bush’s
pledge to use the prestige of
the US to help create a Pales-

tinian state during his seco
four-year term.
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described the series of terro-

rist attacks on Russian citi-
zens as war. This is not a revela-
tion. The war has been being
waged for a long time. Russia
has achieved no impressive vic-
tories in it. On the contrary, it is
losing in an undignified manner.
The main reason is the autho-
rities” obstinate reluctance to
call a spade a spade. One gets
the impression at times that our
security policy in the Caucasus is
not designed to achieve anything
real, but to deceive ourselves
and the Europeans.

The authorities continue to
feed us with stories about a “ter-
rorist international”. Terrorism
doubtless has support from
abroad, but its roots lie in the
miscalculations of our pacifica-
tion policy in the Caucasus, and
the favourable local conditions
for terrorism to emerge, develop
and spread across the country.

o\
Some Russian officials ha

Self-deception

The Caucasus has been struck
with new misfortunes today. We
missed the Maskhadovs trained
in the Sovict Army being forced
out by young and hitherto un-
known mobsters. They grew up
during the latest Caucasian wars
and know no other life. These
Caucasus-bred Talibs are far
more dangerous than Dudayev
(the first rebellious President of
Chechnya in 90s).

Our military commanders are
lying to the Supreme Comman-
der and their compatriots about
success against the bandits.
Government representatives file
false reports about the resto-
ration of Grozny (we remember
the Russian president’s surprise
when he saw the construction
process from a helicopter).

Our civilian officials and the
security services can blame the
“terrorist international” as much
as they like. But if it so freely ex-
ists on Russian soil, then some-
body must be allowing it to do
so. If the budget allocations for
Chechnya are all but officially
looted, if militants are buying
Russia’s most advanced arms, if
an immature and inexperienced
man in Grozny represents the
federal centre, then any finger-
pointing by senior officials to-
wards foreign shores and com-
plaints about “international gan-

The author is the leader of the

" Homeland party in Russia

In this journey, you have given

me the honour and the gift of

learning, I'm going to fight on

for.people and the principles

that I've stood for. —Senator

John Kerry, after conceding the

Presidency to George W Bush.
*

Call it Hindutva, Bharatiyata
or Indianness, They are all syno-
nymous. Hindutva. is a way. or’
life. You should not be-apologe-
tic about your beliefs and roots
in the RSS, — Mr LK Advani.

*

Changing the party head can-
not change the policy and system
of the” BJP. The system which
existed earlier is not there. —
Mr Giriraj Kishore, VHP leader.

*

Pakistan’s- fundamental - posi-
tion -on Kashmir ‘remains the
same and it desires a solution
according to the wishes of the
Kashmiri people... President. has
spoken about a hypothetical si-
tuation:: — Mr.Shaukat~ Aziz,

Need For Responsible Political Parties

By DMITRY ROGOZIN

gs” are, in essence, either signs
of helplessness or irresponsi-
bility.

The crux of the matter is a new
procedure for forming executive
bodies of authority in the regions
and the transition to a propor-
tional system of elections to the
State Duma (the Lower Cham-

ber of the Russian Parliament)
and regional legislative assem-
blies. Those who suggest that the
President’s initiatives and the
Beslan tragedy are not related
have not been completely hon-
est. There is a link, and a direct
one at that. If we knew the full
name of Russia’s enemy number
one, we could be organised
better. For now, the country’s
main enemy is a lack of order,
the lack of a reliable political
system capable of counteracting
the numerous cnemy forces ope-
rating both inside and outside
the country, in the economic and
military spheres.

The President’s initiatives
have been given a positive res-
ponse. Patriotic forces have
always becn in favour of appoin-
ting governors and giving prio-
rity to federal legislation, as it
can guarantee real equality for
citizens regardless of their ethnic
and social backgrounds.

Centralised state

Russia was formed as a centra-
lised state, not as a unity of fede-
ration members. Some gover-
nors today have turned their re-
gions into latter-day fiefdoms,

Pakistan Prime Minister, referr-
ing to the formula suggested by
General Musharraf to divide
Kashmir into seven different re-
gion, demilitarise them and
change their status.

*

Gen Musharraf has not given
any proposal for resolving the
Kashmir issue, rather he has ask-
ed the media to carry out a de-
bate to elicit public opinion. —
Pakistani foreign office spokes-
man.

*

I have never met
or seen hathkata
Dilip. I'have heard
of him. He is a cri-
minal. Those linking
me with him are out to malign
my reputation... I don’t find
any fault with (Sasthi) Duley.
If a criminal wvisits a person’s
house it is riot the latters
fault. If anything is found against
him, his club can take action
against him. — ‘Mr Subhas

0N
RECORD

where they establish political ab-
solutism and blackmail the fede-
ral authorities. This is particular-
ly true of the heads of “ethnic”
republics that adopted their own
laws in the 1990s, sometimes
contradicting federal laws, inclu-
ding in terms of civil rights. Libe-
ral values, i.e. freedom of the

press and public organisations,
have borne the brunt.

The parliamentary process is a
competition of viewpoints and
ideas based on different political
schools. The most significant of
them must be represented in
parliament and in regional legis-
lative assemblies by no more
than six parties. If there are
more parties, then their leaders’
personal ambitions begin to take
the upper hand, which has noth-
ing to do with the ideological
competition and interests of the
people they represent. The expe-
rience of developed democracies
shows that there cannot be
dozens of genuine political par-
ties in a country. Four to five
parties are enough to reflect the
entire spectrum of political
opinion in society.

We are sometimes accused of
not criticising the President
enough. But we have no inten-
tion of turning opposition into a
fetish. We do not need oppo-
sition as a ritual. We consider
opposition to be the right to
have and express a different
viewpoint.

The trouble with our current
authorities is lack of respon-
sibility for mistakes, miscalcula-

Chakraborty.
*

These parties (BJP allies)
must realise that an alliance with
BJP means an alliance with the
Sangh Parivar and their commu-
nal agenda. They know the BJP
is an electoral liability for them.
If they don’t (part ways), it will
destroy their credibility. — Mr
Prakash Rarat, CP1-M leader.

*

Some opposition party leaders
and a section of the
Press have sought to
give the wrong and
misleading impressi-
on that what was
filed in the Supreme
Court was a transcri-
pt of the recorded conversation
between the Union home minis-
ter and myself. I am not in the
habit of recording or taping
any telephonic conversation with
anyone. — Miss Jayalalitha.

They (Naxalites) fail to realise

RORISM IN RUSSIA'

tions, negligence and plain theft.
There are no serious criteria for
politically assessing the work of
the Cabinet and officials in gene-
ral, which makes it impossible to
evaluate a functionary’s efforts.

President Putin’s obvious and
well-known mistake is his reluc-
tance to take radical personnel
decisions. The number of bench
warmers is insignificant. The
spring reshuffle, which was
presented as a “reorganisation”,
has proved to be little more than
a game of musical chairs. Em-
bezzlers, who are neither popu-
lar nor quick-footed, are again in
comfortable positiens, thereby
tarnishing the political image of
the president.

It is obvious today that the
stake on bringing former secu-
rity officers into the organisation
of power in the state has not
paid off. The siloviki as they are
known are a spent force. They
have proved unable to cope with
the new threats to the country
and have been unsuccessful as
the heads of Jocal adminis-
trations. The problem is not so
much with the siloviki them-
selves. The problem lies in the
organisation of power and the
authorities” unwillingness to find
healthy forces in the country and
rely on them to encourage
creative energy in society and
use it to the advantage of the
entire country.

Wolves and wolf hounds

The main thing the autho-
rities’ hyper-project needs to do
is to complete the formation of a
healthy and strong multi-party
system. We need civilised and
responsible political parties cap-
able of forming their own sha-
dow governments, offering alter-
native viewpoints on the autho-
rities’ projects and extending
professional and ethical control
over the security services. These
should be parties orientated to
national interests and with the
resources to promote realistic
and sound initiatives.

The state of war, in which we
find ourselves against the “wol-
ves” of the Chechen Ichkerian
flag means the nation and its
political leaders must deal with
at least our main deficiencies.
The patriotic opposition, capa-
ble of countering the evil and,
in particular, becoming
“wolfhounds” to the Chechen
”wolves,” could play a major role
in this cause.

they themselves are enveloped
in an atmosphere of fear and are
taking to violence to assert
themselves. — Mr YS- Raja-
sekhara Reddy, Andhra chief
minister.

* .

By chance they are in a posi-
tion today to do back-seat driv-
ing in ‘the government - and,
therefore, are engaged in cons-
piring to harm the Hindu forces.
The progeny of Karl Marx and
Lord Macaulay, because of their
negative thinking, can only do
destructive work and never.cons-.
tructive work. Why haven’t they
transformed West Bengal during
their uninterrupted regime of 27
years? — Mr KS Sudarshan,
RSS chief.

*

1 married and had children
and now I’'m having some fun. —
Jemima Khan, ex-wife of former
Pakistani cricketer Imran Khan,
on her relationship with actor
Hugh Grant.
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“U.N. Council passes

anti-terror y
— \

\ \J By Warren Hoge Y\‘)/
UNITED NATIONS, 0CT. 9. The Secu-
rity ¥ Council  unanimously
passed a Russian-initiated anti-
terror resolution on Friday that
declared all acts of violence
against civilians unjustifiable by
any political, philosophical, ide-
ological, racial, ethnic or reli-
gious considerations.

The heavily reworked resolu-
tion, introduced last month in
the aftermath of suicide bomb-
ings of two Russian airliners and
the hostage crisis in a North Os-
setia school in which more than
320 children and adults died,
failed to achieve its original pur-
pose of creating a global black-
list of terror suspects.

A Security Council commit-
tee currently compiles a list re-
stricted to people and groups

resolution

linked to al-Qaeda and the de-
posed Taliban in Afghanistan
whose assets, weapons pur-
chases and travel member-
states are supposed to block.

In broad terms, the resolu-
tion urged the 191 member-
states of the U.N. to begin a
campaign against terror. — New
York Times News Service
Team to probe ‘genocide’

AP reports:

The Secretary-General Kofi
Annan appointed a five-mem-
ber international commission
on Thursday to investigate
whether genocide took place
during the 19-month conflict in
Sudan’s Darfur region. The
commission includes legal and
human rights experts from Italy,
Peru, Egypt, Pakistan and Gha-
na.

7
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“Egypt resort

I Most of the bombing victims are
Israeli tourists; Al Qaeda blamed

blasts kill 26

SULEIMAN ALKHALIDI 5
TABA, OCTOBERS £

!\w'

SERIES of bomb-
ings killed at least 26
people in Egyptian

Red Sea resorts packed with |
Israeli tourists. Israeli officials
said the attacks seemed like
those carried out by organisa-
tions like Al Qaeda.

The death toll looked cer-
tain to rise. Israeli officials said
dozens of people were missing
and bodies remained buried in
the rubble of the Taba Hilton,
on Egypt’s border with Israel,
after a truck bomb sheared off
abigchunk of the hotel.

The attack was followed by
blasts at two back packer
beaches on the Sinai Penin-
sula, crowded with Israelis va-
cationing there during aweek-
long Jewish holiday despite
official warnings they might be
targeted by Islamic militants.

The explosions were the
first major attacks on tourists

INDIAN EXPRESS

Gaza Strip
Port Sad

IE Map/B.K. SHARMA

in Egypt since 58 foreigners
were killed in Luxor in 1997.
Nineteen of the dead in
Thursday night’s blasts were
Israelis, an Israeli newspaper
website said. A Russian and an
unknown number of Egyp-
tians were also killed. Some
120 people were wounded as
normally placid vacation spots
were plunged into nightmares
of smoke, blood and screams.
In the aftermath, Israel
complained of delays in
Egyptian approval for bring-

An Israel woman Injured In the blast Is evacuated. Reuters

ing equipment across the bor-
der for the search effort. But a
compromise was reached and
Israeli cranes moved in and
began lifting broken concrete.
Officials said a truck bomb
loaded with  explosives
rammed into the lobby. A sui-
cide bomber detonated an-
other blast near the swimming
pool moments later.

An entire wing of the 10-
storey, 430-room hotel was
torn off. Some guests fell to
their deaths from their rooms.

3007 299y

A previously unknown
pro-Al Qaeda Islamist group
called Islamic  Tawhid
Brigades claimed the blast on
a website. The claim, along
with one from another un-
known group calling itself the
World Islamist Group, could
not be verified. But Israel’s
deputy Defence Minister
Zeev Boim told reporters the
attack appeared to be the
work of “international terror
groups like Al Qaeda or
branchesofit”. ~ —Reuters
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., Hostage to Terror

(

Ac’%:érding to an ancient Ossetian cusfom,
the living say goodbye to the dead by bring-
ing things the deceased liked to their
graves. Besides the small graves of Beslan’s
murdered children, chocolate, cookies and
candy are the main offerings. What makes it
even more heart-rending is that the children
died begging for food and water. A schoolgirl
from Colorado posted this message on a
website: “I keep seeing the pictures of the
children and it breaks my heart. Why? Why
the children?”

Chechen warlord Shamil Basayev who
has claimed responsibility for the massacre
could probably answer that one. Involving
children not only gives him maximum
publicity but also inculcates a high degree
of terror and dread. The image he wanted
to project is that a man who is capable of
brutally butchering children could be
capable of anything. He reckons that the
Russians will now think twice before taking
him on. The killings were necessary, he lat-
er said, the children proved valuable negoti-
ating currency in his fight against Russia.

The Beslan tragedy is part of a trend in
terrorism to target the weakest link. Of
course, many governments
too follow this policy in their
so-called war against terror.
Once upon a time, terrorists
had their own code of honour
— their targets were big,
usually political leaders,
police chiefs or army person- .
nel. But it was rare to target j
children and women. There is
an apocryphal story set in
1904 when a band of Russian
revolutionaries set out to
assassinate a certain grand duke. But on
learning that he was travelling with his wife
and small children, they called off the
mission at considerable risk to themselves.

Basayev’s theory that targeting children
could ensure that his demands have a
greater chance of being conceded is not far
off the mark. In fact, Vladimir Putin was
reported to have been on verge of conceding
some of the demands raised in Beslan,
though Russian officials are reluctant to
confirm this. But, why stop at Beslan? In the
illegal war being waged in Iraq, the US
troops are increasingly not differentiating
between armed combatants and innocent
civilians, many of them children. The
children of Iraq will live with the horror
and trauma of war long after it is over. The
depleted uranium from spent shells is
already causing horrendous deformities
and cancers among them.

When asked about the sufferings of
children in Iraq former secretary of state
Madeleine Albright dismissed this as colla-
teral damage. Of course, she has a staunch
ally in the inimitable Donald Rumsfeld who
just shrugs off the whole thing with ‘stuff
happens’. Israel, of course, considers any
Palestinian fair game. In an interview with

By Lalita Panicker 0\

Now, Even Children Are Not Spared

this paper a few years ago, an Israeli
ambassador to India brazenly justified
Israel’s use of heavy artillery against civi-
lians, among them children. What can we do
when they approach us with sticks and
stones, he asked plaintively, but open up the
heavy artillery? So brutalised has an entire
generation of Palestinian children become
that they in turn think nothing of blowing
up innocent Israeli children. A very high
percentage of Palestinian children suffer
from psychological strain which manifests
itself in bedwetting, lack of concentration
and a withdrawal from the outside world.
Closer home, we saw that for the first time
children were considered legitimate targets
in the Gujarat carnage. In their bid to
make sure that a whole generation of
children don’t grow up to take revenge, the
murderous mobs went as far as to rip
unborn foetuses out of their mothers’
wombs. As subsequent events proved, there
was a deliberate strategy to target children
as it would ensure speedier submission of
the minority community. The added advan-
tage that the mobs had was that children
don’t have the motor skills to flee from dan-
ger as quickly as adults. So, in effect, they
were sitting ducks. After the initial shock
and horror, we have forgotten
Gujarat’s children, both those
who died and those who live
with the trauma of having seen
their families slaughtered. The
survivors will never regain
their lost childhoods as will
those who survived Beslan.
This complete blurring of
lines between childhood and
the adult world is seen in con-
flicts across the world. With
the abundance of small arms
and lighter weapons, it has become easier
for both state and non-state actors to press
children into war. Two million children
have been killed in conflicts over the last 10
years, mainly in Africa and Asia. Children
as young as seven have been sent into battle.
In many cases, children have been forced to
kill their own family members. The moral
taboos that excluded children from conflict
zones no longer exist. As more militias and
non-state players engage in conflicts, the
treaties and laws which protected children
no longer apply. When fanaticism dictates
that murder is permissible, indeed desir-
able, the rules of war cease to be relevant.
As we have seen with Gujarat and Beslan,
the moral revulsion which greets this
brutalisation of children diminishes with
each passing incident. Children will then
increasingly be considered fair game for
terrorists and other combatants. It is the
ultimate irony that in a globalising
world which supposedly promotes inter-
dependences, people are becoming ever
more intolerant of others mostly on the
basis of religion. The worst outcome of this
is that children are considered extensions of
fundamentalist ideologies and, therefore,
not excluded from the theatre of conflict.
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US hostage

™

bﬁhggded

v( \
Militants threaten'to i{ill another in 24 hrs

Agence France-Presse
Baghdad, September 21

ISLAMIC MILITANTS beheaded a
US citizen and threatened to repeat
the gruesome spectacle in 24 hours
by executing one of the dead man’s
British or American colleagues if
female prisoners were not released
across Iraq.

Tawhid wal Jihad (Unity and
‘Holy War), the radical movement of
suspected al-Qaida agent Abu
Mussab Zarqawi, posted grainy
'ootage on an Islamic website of the
illing of Eugene “Jack” Arm-
strong, one of three foreign con-
tractors grabbed at gunpoint last
Thursday from their home in an
upscale Baghdad neighbourhood.

A US official in Washington said
that Armstrong’s decapitated body
had been found on Monday by Iraqi
police outside a Baghdad mosque
and transferred to US custody:

The video showed five masked
gunmen decapitate Armstrong be-
fore placing his severed head on his

 in looking away,

op on ;

back in the latest grim killing by Zar-
gawi’s movement, which has clai-
med multiple car bombings and as-
sassinations in the last four months,

The executioner threatened to kill
another hostage — either British en-
gineer Kenneth Bigley or fellow
American Jack Hensley — in 24
hours if London and Washington
persisted in ignoring the demands
for the release of Iragi women pris-
oners in the custody of US-led forces.

The executioner denounced “the
American occupier... who is carry-

AP

Relatives at a memorial service for stain US hostage Eugene Armstrong in

Hillsdale, Michi‘ 'n, on Monday.

THE HIDUST AN TIMES

New York
ing out butchery in Irag, without
discriminating between the infant
and the old man, between men and
women”. “Because you Americans
have not freed our sisters... and be-
cause your agent (Iraqi Prime Min-
ister Iyad) Allawi claims that in
your prisons you have only two
women from the former regime...
we are cutting off this head.”

When he finished the speech he
pulled out a knife and slit the Amer-
ican’s throat before sawing off his
head, ignoring the victim’s screams,
The victim was dressed in orange
overalls like those worn in Ameri-
can prisons and associated with im-
ages of Muslims detained at the Jsr
prison in Guantanamo Bay in Cuba.

Armstrong, who counts among at
least 27 foreign hostages murdered
here since April, was the second
American beheaded in Iraq after 26-
vear-old Jewish businessman Nic-
holas Berg was decapitated in May
by Zaragawi’s faction, heralding the
new wave of sadistic killings plagu-
ing the country,

Family appeals to Blair

The family of a British civil engi-
neer held hostage in Iraq appealed
to Prime Minister Tony Blair to in-
tervene to save his life, after grisly
images of the beheading of a US
hostage appeared on the Internet,
In a dramatic appeal to the Blair,
late Monday night, Bigley’s son,
Craig, said: “I ask Tony Blair per-
sonally to consider the amount of
bloodshed already suffered. Only
you can save him now. You have
children and you will understand
how I feel at this time.”




Briton faces execution

Blair decides to ‘stand firm’ in ‘terrible’ situation

The Guardian & Agencies
Baghdad/London, Sept 20

LAST-DITCH ATTEMPTS to
save the life of a Britisher
being held hostage by Iragi
militants were under way
last night as a deadline set
by his kidnappers loomed.

Prime Minister Tony
Blair has said the UK will
“stand firm” in the face of
the insecurity and blood-
shed plaguing Iraq. Blair ac-
knowledged that the Iraqi
situation was “terrible”, but
he said there was a clear
choice to make between
right and wrong there. The
militants had demanded the
release of Hazem al-Aaraji,
an aide of the radical Shia
cleric Mugtada Sadr, de-
tained by US forces over the
weekend. They also wanted
all Iraq’s female prisoners
to be freed by Monday.

The families of Kenneth
Bigley and the two Ameri-
- cans being held with him
begged the kidnappers not
o carry out a threat to exe-
cute the men when the dead-
line was reached in the ear-
ly hours this morning. The
Foreign Office took the rare
step of putting up an official
to make an appeal for help
on the Arabic satellite tele-
vision station, al-Arabiya.

In Iraq officials said au-
thorities were pursuing a
number of leads in connec-
tion with the kidnapping of
the men, who were shown
blindfolded and bound in a
video released at the week-
end. British and US special
forces were also thought to
be standing by.

The British embassy in
Baghdad has set up a hot-
line for information about
the men after a Foreign Of-
fice official appeared on
Arabic television to ask
Iraqis for help.

Despite US President Ge-
orge W, Bush declaring that

4
7

combat operations were over
more than 16 months ago, the
growing hostage crisis and
insurgency led Blair yester-
day to talk of a second war.
In a joint press confer-
ence with his Iraqi counter-
part, Iyad Allawi, who was

REUTERS
Briton Kenneth Bigley is seen in this video posted on the Internet.

on his first visit to Britain
yesterday, he said coalition
forces were engaged in a
“new conflict” now that the
“first conflict” to remove
Saddam Hussein was over.
But the battleground of this
fight was global terrorism

versus “the side of democ-
racy and liberty”. .

Fears for Bigley were ra-
ised last night when two more
videos were released by mili-
tants. One purported to show
up to 18 members of the Iraqi
national guard, who were be-
ing held by extremists. The
captors claimed they would
be Killed unless a detained
Shia leader was freed. The
second showed the behead-
ing of three Kurdish Democ-
ratic party members, possi-
bly seized near Baghdad.

Bigley, an engineer from
Liverpool, was kidnapped
from the house he was shar-
ing with colleagues Jack
Hensley and Eugene Arm-
strong in Baghdad on Thu-
rsday. The men worked for
the Qatar-based company
Gulf Supplies and Commer-
cial Services. In a video
transmitted by the al-Jazeera
TV on Saturday, they were
shown blindfolded, with the-
ir hands bound. Al-Jazeera
said the men were being held
by the Tawhid and Jihad
group. It reported the ex-
tremists had threatened to
kill them within 48 hours un-
less women prisoners were
released from Abu Ghraib
and Umm Qasr prisons.

In other developments:

M A Sunni cleric, Sheikh
Muhammad Jadwa, was
killed in Baghdad, less than
24 hours after another Sun-
ni cleric, Hazem al-Zaidi,
waas Kidnapped and Kkilled.
W American warplanes
bombarded the northern

- part of Fallujah, a rebel

stronghold west of Baghdad.
M A car bomb exploded in
the northern city of Mosul,
killing three people.

M Iraqi security forces con-
ducting a raid near Nasir-
ivah freed a Jordanian civil
servant who was kidnapped
last month.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES 2 1 SEP 200!



FEARSOME TENTACLES

Fq)

merica has reason to be
Agappy with President Mush-
rraf’s fight against Al-
Qaeda terrorism. On 13 July, the
Pakistani authorities arrested
Mohammed Naeem Noor Khan
at Lahore airport. He is an engi-
neer and had been using Islamic
websites to transmit encrypted
instructions to Al-Qaeda cells.
He was assisting in evaluation of
potential targets and served as a
clearinghouse of information.
He used different internet cafes
and relayed coded messages
through secure websites that
required a number of passwords
to gain entry.

After the arrest under the sup-
ervision of Pakistani officers,
Khan sent e-mails to other Al-
Qaeda members who were un-
aware that he had been arrested
thus allowing the investigators to
pinpoint the key people. The
information gathered from Khan
led to the arrest of other im-
portant Al-Qaeda operatives, in-
cluding some top leaders.

Potential targets

On 25 July a top Al-Qaeda
leader, Tanzanian-born Ahmad
Khalfan Ghailani who had $5
million on his head was captured
in Gujarat, 160 km south of
Islamabad. Ghailani was wanted
by the United States for his role
in 1998 bombings of American
Embassies in East Africa that kil-
led 224 people. Ghailani was
captured with 13 others after a
14-hour gun battle with the secu-
rity forces. This raid uncovered
three laptop computers and 51
data-rich discs. In the computers
were stored 500 photographs of
potential targets in the USA, de-
tailed analysis of their vulnerabi-
lities and also communications
among some of the wanted ter-
rorists of the world. Information
elicited was very detailed and
specific. A senior US mtelhgence
officer called them an “unpre-
cedented treasure trove of infor-
mation”. Ghailani, who is in his
early thirties, is the seniormost
Al-Qaeda operative- caught in
Pakistan since the arrest in
March 2003 of Khalid Sheikh
Mohammad, the mastermind of
11 September attacks.

Though most of the data con-
tained in the hard drives were at
least three years old, the intelli-
gence analysts point out that the
Al-Qaeda has cased targets for
years before attacking. Prepara-
tions for the 1998 bombing of the
two US embassies began in 1993.
Though the surveillance for
information in the hard disc was
done mostly in 2000, information
was also periodically updated.
The discs detailed the operatives’
extensive reconnaissance of
buildings like New York’s stock
exchange, Citi group building,
Washington HQ of both IMF
and World Bank. The surveilla-
nce reports note the structure of
the buildings, their security
arrangements, the flow of traffic
outside the buildings and whe-
ther explosives could melt steel
underpinnings of a building etc.
All this prompted the security
alert in New York and Washing-
ton. The Home Land Security

The author is a former Director,
National Police Academy

chlef Tom Ridge went public
with the names of the targeted
buildings arguing that employees
of the targeted companies could
be helpful in reporting anything
relevant or in unraveling the
mystery of those who had done
the surveillance.

The information provided by
Khan and his files led to the ar-
rest of another 13 suspected
terrorists in Britain on 3 August.
Among them was one Abu-Isa-

y SANKAR SEN

" Al- Qaeda Inspiring New Generation Of Terrorists

It now seems that Al- Qaeda
and the Taliban uprooted from
Afghanistan are using Pakistan,
their former transit station, as a
temporary staging group for
terrorist operations. Some of
them created a network within
Pakistan taking advantage of
poor law enforcement and the
state’s sympathetic attitude to-
wards pan-Islamic militancy.

Musharraf remains one of the
prime targets of Al-Qaeda. Last

»

Al-Hindi who was sent to the
USA by Osama bin Laden in
2001 to case targets. He is also
wanted for plotting attack on
Heathrow airport last year. Al-
Hindi has been identified by
British Intelligence Services as a
young Hindu convert who had
published under “nom-de-gue-
rre’ a memoir of his jihad in
Kashmir.

The Pakistan government sus-
pended more than 60 local
policemen, including several offi-
cers, for negligence in detecting
and monitoring the foreigners
who could be captured only with
the American assistance. In the
wake of the arrest of Al-Qaeda
operatives came an attack on
Shaukat Aziz, the present Prime
Minister of Pakistan, in which
nine people including his driver
were killed. A group calling itself
“Islambouli Brigades” of Al-
Qaeda claimed responsibility
and declared that it would target
pro-American government lead-
ers in Pakistan. The outfit is na-
med after the leader of militant
Islamic group, which assassina-
ted Egyptian President Anwar
Sadar in 1981. This is for the first
time Al-Qaeda has claimed res-
ponsibility for terrorist attacks in
Pakistan and is unlikely to be the
last.

Computer experts

Computer records e-mail ad-
dresses and documents seized
after the arrest of Md Noor
Khan show that new operatives
are filling up Al-Qaeda ranks.
The new evidence suggest that
Al-Qaeda has retained some ele-
ments of its previous centralised
command and communication
structure using computer experts
like Khan to relay messages and
directions from leaders to sub-
ordinates in countries like Bri-
tain, Turkey and Nigeria.

]

year Ayman-Al Zawaharx the
Egyptian second-in- -command of
Osama bin Laden, instructed the
faithful to kill him and since then
Islamic activists have launched
two near-fatal attacks on the
President. Other important pro-
American politicians of Pakistan
are also in Al-Qaeda’s hit list.
Musharraf has now admitted
before foreign correspondents
that in March 2004 a terrorist
summit was held in the tribal
province of Wazirstan.
Al-Qaeda terrorists from all
over the world slipped into
Pakistan to attend it and work
out strategies for attacking the
USA. Some of the terrorists who
participated in the summit like

Abu-Isa-Al-Hindi and Muha-.

mmad Junaid Babar have been
arrested. But others are still.at
large. One of them is a dreaded
el-Shukrizumah 29, an Arab
Guyanese bomb maker and a
commercial pilot. FBI agents call
el-Shukizumah, - the next Atta
after Mohammed Atta, the
Egyptian ring leader of the 11
September.

Indeed, the USAs success in
apprehension of the well-known
and infamous terrorists has been
limited. In October 2001 Ameri-
can produced a list of 22 most
wanted terrorists offering re-
wards up to $5 million for infor-
mation leading to their arrests.
So far only a few of this list of 22
have been captured or killed,
namely Muhammad Atef, Khalid
Sheikh Mohammad and Ahmed
Khalfan Ghailiani. The rest
remain at large.

As the presidential election
campaign in America gains mo-
mentum, the Bush adminis-
tration will rely heavily on Pak-
istan’s President to capture top
Al-Qaeda men. During their re-
cent visits, deputy secretary in
the state department, Richard

terrorists,

50

Armitage, and General Abizaid
have pressed Musharraf to cap-
ture high value targets as early as
possible. It remains to be seen if
Musharraf is able to do this
before the American election.
The string of arrests in Pakistan
may have disrupted a plot but
may not have derailed it. Fur-
ther, though Pakistan is helping
America to nab Al-Qaeda ter-
rorists, Musharraf has always
provided support to local Islamic
groups who provide succour to
the Al-Qaeda. This policy of sup-
porting the local militants while
banning others does not work in
practice. Kashmiri jehadis and
Kandahari jehadis forge links.
The group called Herkat-ul-
Jihad-I-Islami, which keeps close
links with Al-Qaeda after being
banned two years ago, has re-em-
erged under different names.

Small-scale attacks

Earlier interrogation of Khalid
Sheikh Mohammad, an alleged
mastermind of the 11 September
attacks, who was arrested in
Rawalpindi in March 2003,
revealed that Al-Qaeda has not
been dispersed totally by Ameri-
can attacks on Afghanistan. Even
after receiving hard knocks, its
organisational core perhaps re-
mains intact. Experts estimate
that the Al-Qaeda is no longer a
omnipotent hydra of destruction
and its capacity for launching
elaborately planned spectacular
attacks has diminished. But mgre
small-scale attacks, such as this
year’s bombings in Madrid, will
be carried out by individuals who
have only a passing contact with
the Al-Qaeda organisation. Thus
though massive attacks like that
of 11 September by Al-Qaeda
are very unlikely, though not
impossible, decentralised terro-
rists will continue to haunt the
USA and its allies. Even if bin
Laden is knocked out, the battle .
will not be over.

The US National Commission
investigating the 11 September
2001, terrorist attacks has correc-
tly pointed out that the Al-
Qaeda now represents an “ideo-
logical movement and not,g
finite group of people. In this
way it has transformed itself,to,g
decentralised force”. Bin Laden
may be limited in his ability to
organise major attacks from his
hideouts but his message of ins-
piration to a new generation of
particularly in the
embittered Muslim world, would
influence many. In its second
coming as the standard bearer of
extremist ideology, Al-Qaeda is
scoring a nightmarish success
and inspiring generations of
embittered Muslim youth. This
rampant dissemination of Al-
Qaeda’s ideology has made it
easier for the group to recruit
individuals.

In the past three years, ghe
USA has put the fight against
terrorism at the top of its global
agenda. It has added about $200
billion to its spending on inter-
national affairs and homeland
security. But the USA has to get
global cooperation in fighting
this long struggle. Without a
wide multilateral system to fight
against this common scourge,
there will be too many loopholes
for the terrorists to exploit.



Threat to kill
Iraq host es

Baghdad, Sept. 18 (Reuters) Insurgents threateneﬁ\?o\day to
cut the throats of two Americans and a Briton seized in Bagh-
dad, and launched a suicide car bomb attack on Iraqi security
forces in Kirkuk that killed at least 23 people.

In Internet video footage the three hostages were shown
kneeling blindfolded on the ground, with a hooded gunman aim-
ing his weapon at the head of one of the captives. The gunman
said the Tawhid and Jihad group led by Jordanian militant Abu
Musab al-Zarqawi would kill the men unless female Iraqi pris-
oners were freed from two Iraqi jails within 48 hours. “Tawhid
and Jihad sets a 48-hour deadline for the release of all our Mus-
lim sisters in Abu Ghraib and Umm Qasr prisons or else, by God,
these three hostages will have their throats slit to set an exam-
ple,” the militant said.

The US military said no women were held at either jail.

Zarqgawi’s group has claimed responsibility for many of the
bloodiest attacks in Iraq, and in May released video footage of
the beheading of US hostage Nicholas Berg.

AnIslamist website said today it had received a message pur-
portedly from an Iraqi group holding two French journalists
hostage saying it had conditionally agreed to free them. The
website said it could not authenticate the message. ;

Guerrilla violence and instability across Iraq have under- |
mined the authority of the US-backed Iraqi government and
raised doubts that elections can be held in January as planned.

In the third major suicide attack this week against Iraq’s be-

- leaguered security forces, a car bomber today killed at least 23
people outside the headquarters of the Iragi National Guard in
the northern city of Kirkuk, hospital officials said.

The bomb ripped through a crowd of people waiting to apply
for jobs at the offices in Kirkuk, 250 km north of Baghdad. Iragis
queuing up to join the country’s security forces have repeatedly
been targeted by guerrillas.

A boy plays with a toy gun behind a British soldier
during clashes with Shia militants in Basra. (Reuters)

N
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By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, SEPT. 12. The latest
wave of terrorist attacks in Rus-
sia points te the existence of a
ramified terrorist network in the
country, an anti-terror expert
said.

“We are convinced that tiie
extremist network covers at
least two-thirds of Russia and
can be mobilised to full combat
readiness at any moment,” a se-
curity service source told the
Negavisimaya Gazeta daily.
“They are capable of simultane-
ously striking in most major ci-
ties of the country.”

The expert was commenting
on an unprecedented spate of
Chechen-linked terrorist at-
tacks in Russia between August
24 and September 1 that
claimed over 450 lives. It began
with the downing of two airlin-
ers, continued with a suicide
bomb blast near a Moscow met-
ro station and climaxed with the
seizure of over 1,200 persons at
a school in Beslan, North Osse-
tia. The terrorist network has its

roots in an array of extremist re-
ligious  organisations that
sprang up in Russia in the wake
of the collapse of the Soviet
Union in 1991. Last year, Rus-
sia’s Supreme Court banned 15
Islamist groups, including Ja-
maat-e-Islami, Hizbul-Tahrir
al-Islami and Islamic Brother-
hood. However, the situation
has since become worse, the se-
curity service source said.

“The extremist groups have
gone underground and organis-
ers of terrorist attacks have used
this to their advantage,” the Ne-
zavisimaya Gazeta quoted the
source as saying. Russia has
about 20 million Muslims,
which makes them the second
biggest ethnic group after
Russians.

The Defence Minister, Sergei
Ivanov, on Sunday described
terrorists active in Russia as “ve-
1y serious forces.”

“They are well-organised, ef-
fectively controlled and have
very substantial financial re-
sources,” Mp/ Ivanov said in a
TV interview. “The latest series

-~ Terrorist network active
<y in Russia, says expert

of terrorist acts ... shows that the
(terror) war is acquiring a sys-
tematic character and involves
very serious forces.”

The Russian terrorist under-
ground linked to international
extremist organisations is espe-
cially active in the North Cauca-
sus, where Moscow has been
fighting Chechen separatists for
10 years now. Drawing on Is-
lamic fundamentalists in neigh-
bouring regions, Chechen
rebels have mounted a number
of high profile attacks in the
North Caucasus. In 1999, local
Islamists helped Chechen mil-
itants stage a massive invasion
of Dagestan. It took the Russian
army six weeks to oust the
rebels.

In June this year, a bloody re-
bel attack on Ingushetia re-
vealed the existence of Ingush
Islamic radicals, the so-called
“Ingush Jamaat.” In August, se-
curity services for several days
battled a group of militants in
Kabardino-Balkaria, another
North Caucasian region of Rus-
sia.
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" AFTER KILLIN %HILDREN

ow much smaller did the mili-
H tants want them to be? As the

images of cowering, trauma-
tized, wounded and dead children
from the desecrated school in Beslan
go out into the world, this is perhaps
the only question that seems relevant.
On the third anniversary of the World
Trade Center devastation, the world is
still learning new definitions of the
concept known as humanity. There is
no evil, no hitherto inconceivable cru-
elty of which human beings are inca-
pable. The siege at the Beslan school

ent of the ordinary Chechen
is far more tragic than it could have
been imagined to be before Beslan.
Terrorists have hijacked his dream
and turned it into pure nightmare. In-
human cruelty is also truly stupid: it
goes out of its way to serve its per-
ceived enemy. The Russian govern-
ment needs no other weapon in its
publicity arsenal to appeal to its own
people than images of dying toddlers
in the arms of unbelieving adults, of
children scarred and bleeding from
bullet wounds, of row upon row of

was not like a bombing bags full of twisted,
operation, where the mangled young limbs.
perpetrators could take The Beslan school  and it only has to talk
pefqggbbf?ind ((liistance, siege has shown  about “Islamist%” to t'l;e
invisibility and anony- . powers outside its
mity. In this operation, that there; 18 no boundaries to achieve
criminals and victims  form of hitherto  therest.

were desigr_led to be inconceivable Beslan _is ano?her
face-to-face in a steam- 1 hat h watershed in the histo-
ing, airless gymnasium cruc ty.t at human ry of terrorism, and its
lined with bombs, belngs are effects may turn out to
where children couid be incapable of be more significant

shot at point blank

than those of 9/11. The

range, where older chil-
dren could be asked to throw the dead
bodies of their younger schoolmates
out of the window, and a little boy
racked with thirst could be bayonetted
when he asked for water.

There will be time to discuss the
failures of Russia’s Chechnya policy,
for in the rising spiral of hatred and
bloodshed, there is always a generat-
ing moment. But now there is another
question. Do those Chechens who
want independence from Russia feel
that their cause has been served? That
is impossible, because the siege in
Beslan has become identified world-
wide with the most extreme revulsion
and grief. That would mean that the

e
L rx
’ Tre Fon

most striking outcome
so far has been a sudden clear voice
being heard above the grief, the voice
of the courageous, clear-thinking
Muslim. By speaking out in unquali-
fied condemnation of the Beslan at-
tack, of all such attacks and killings,
by differentiating uncompromisingly
between the ordinary person of the
community and the blood-thirsty, sui-
cidal figure now so familiar all over
the world, this voice is doing the world
a great service. To this, the refusal of
the radical groups to condemn Beslan
is in telling contrast. Perhaps they are
wondering how to escalate the horror,
what is left to do after the destruction
of children. /
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'UScalls India a partner
" in fighting terrorism

T.V. Parasuram  \

" WASHINGTON 11 SEPTEMBER

ESCRIBING India as a
D partner in fight against

extremism in the East
Asia and Central Asia, the United
States said it is updating its exist-
ing alliances based on security
realities of the new century.

“Countries like Uzbekistan,
Azerbaijan, Yemen, Pakistan, In-
dia—to cite but a few examples
— are now partners in the fight
against extremism in the East
Asiaand in Central Asia,” US de-
fence secretary Donald Rums-
feld said at the National Press
Club here on Friday.

“We are updating our existing
alliances and building new rela-
tionships based on security real-
ities of the new century, and not
the last century,” he said.

Pointing out that the terrorists
are ruthless, he said: “They seek

RumsreLD: New AGE DONS

to drive our coalition out of the
newly liberated countries of
Afghanistan and Iraq and to
reimpose dictatorial regimes.
They will fail, let there be no
doubt. And they are conducting
a reign of terror against those
who represent hope and free-
dom — the mayors, the city

councilmen, the women—who
register to vote in Afghanistan.

“I am sure you all read about
the bus that was stopped by
some Taliban near the Pakistan
border, and they went through
the women's possessions to see if
they had registered to vote, and
the ones that had registered to
vote were killed,” he said.

Mr Rumsfeld said: “No one
should underestimate the power-
fulimpact of human freedom. To-
day, Iragis are among those who
are allowed to say what they
want, go where they want, write
and watch and listen to whatever
they want.” “The assassins and
the terrorists who are fighting
know that the rise of a free, seif-
governing Afghanistan and a
free, self-governing Iraq will give
powerful momentum to reform-
ers throughout the region and it
will discredit their extremist ide-
ology,” MrRumsfeld said. — PTI

The Economic Time>

12 SEP 2004




“Howard fears
more attacks

SYDNEY, Sept.
10. — Intelligence
agencies have
warned there is a
“distinct possibili-
ty” of new terror
attacks in Jakarta
following = yester-
day’s  bombing,
Australian Prime -

Minister Mr John Pfiie Minister Howard: -
Howard said today. P l-eve alert.

“The informa- *
tion they (intelligence agencnes) trave avail-
able indicates that the number of operatives
is sufficiently large to support the fear that -
there could be more attacks,” Mr Howard
told reporters in Canberra. “They have no
specific hard information in relation to that
but'the nature of the intelligence gathered
and the size of the operatives indicates that
that is a distinct possibility.” :

He, however, stopped short of raising
the overall domestic terror alert level,
which is currently assessed as “medium”,
but said Australia will create new emer-
gency response teams and upgrade mea-
sures at airports and overseas missions.

The Prime Minister, who faces elections
next month in which Iraq is a key issue,
said Australia would not falter in its com-
mitment to the campaign, despite claims
that the embassy attack was a warning by
Islamic extremists to pull out troops.

Mr Howard and his Labour Party rival
Mr Mark Latham today agreed to stop
campaigning for two days out of respect
for victims of the blast. The stumping wili
resume on Sunday with a televised debate
that is likely to focus on security.

THE STATESMAN 11 SEP 2004
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~Jemaah hand s

By P. S. Suryanarayana(\ U\rl suspicion centred on the

SINGAPORE, SEPT. 9. Eight persons
were killed and about 161
others were injured when a
powerful “car bomb” exploded
outside the Australian Embassy
in central Jakarta today.

The death toll, as of 4 p.m.
local time, might go up,
according to Indonesian
officials.

Those killed included two of
the embassy security guards,
while four Chinese were listed
among those injured.

The Australian Prime
Minister, John Howard, said
that all the members of the
embassy were accounted for.
They were all safe.

Megawati shocked

Until nightfall, no
organisation claimed
responsibility, while the
Australian Foreign Minister,
Alexander Downer, said that

Jemaah Islamiya (JI), widely
thought to be a regional affiliate
of the Al-Qaeda.

As the Indonesian President,
Megawati Sukarnoputri, flew
back home from Brunei, where
she had gone, to address the
situation, several countries,
including Indonesia’s
neighbours, expressed shock
and condemned the terrorist
action.

The Indonesian Foreign
Ministry spokesman, Marty
Natalagewa, told The Hindu
here, over phone from Jakarta,
that the explosion bore “all the
hallmarks of the previous
attacks in Indonesia” — the
October 2002 Bali bomb blasts
that claimed over 200 lives,
including nearly 100 Australians,
and the August 2003 bombing at
the JW Marriott Hotel in Jakarta
that killed 12 persons. Mr.
Natalagewa was speaking after
visiting today’s scene of

Indonesia’s police chief, Dai
Bachtiar, told reporters in
Jakarta that initial investigations
indicated that the blast was
caused by a “car bomb” and
that “the modus operandi was
similar” to that in the terrorist
strikes. at Bali and in Jakarta.

He said that two suspects in
the other two cases, identified
as Azahari and Noordin from
Malaysia, were still at large, and
that the police would like to
zero in on them.

The car, suspected to be the
bomb carrier, was approaching
the gate of the Australian
Embassy when the blast
occurred.

As for the timing of the blast,
an Indonesian official told
The Hindu that there was
“absolutely no relation
whatsoever with the presidential
poll,” due on September 20.
Fears of terrorist attacks and
other forms of viplence have

uspected in blast

N\ devastation.

been expressed during the
campaign for the presidential
poll run-off between Ms.
Megawati and her challenger,
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono.

A menace

Condemning today’s
“heinous act,” Mr. Natalagewa
said: “If anything, this further
reinforces our determination to
actually root out, eliminate this
menace.”

Noting that the victims were
almost entirely Indonesians, he
said terrorism was as much a
menace to them as to “any
decent folks and civilised
nation.” Asked whether
Australia had expressed concern
over the level of security in
Jakarta, two days before the
third anniversary of the “9/11”
terrorist strikes in the U.S., Mr.
Natalagewa said Canberra’s
response had been one of
“stand(ing) side by side” with
Indonesia.

10 SEP 2004
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SCHOOL HORROR: A vldeo grab image shows a militant with hostages in the gym of the school In Beslan, North
Ossetia. The video was shot by the militants during the siege but was released by authorities on Tuesday. Nearly 338
persons, half of them small children, died when the crisis ended on Friday. — Reuters

Tape of Beslan school siege broadcast

By Nick Paton Walsh

MOSCOW, SEPT. 8. Dramatic
images of life inside the gym
during the hostage-taking at
middle school 1 in Beslan
were shown on Tuesday night
by the Russian television sta-
tion NTV for the first time.
The images show a room
packed with about 1,000 hos-
tages, including men, women
and children. Barely a square
metre of the gym appears to

be empty and the hostages are
seen fanning themselves in
the heat.

The camera begins to close
up on the face of a militant,
his head covered by a balacla-
va. He grabs an AK-47 and
stands it on its butt end. His
fellow gunmen all wear hoods.

The film shows the wires,
explosives and placing of the
mines. Twin wires that extend
between two basketball hoops
appear to carry explosive

THF HINDY

charges. The footage shows a
female suicide bomber, her
face also covered, apparently
speaking on a mobile phone.

The footage’s chronology is
uncertain: it begins with the
centre of the gym empty of
children, and then focuses on
grandmothers gripping the
backs of their heads. It shows
a gunman with his foot poised
on a pedal apparently wired to
detonate the explosives.

The floor appears to be wet

£

as the tape proﬁresses, and
bloodstains can be seen.

The film was shot by the
gunmen themselves, perhaps
using the camera of a local TV
cameraman who had been a
casualty in the early hours of
the siege. At least 335 people,
around half of them children,
died when Russian troops
stormed the school. ©Guar-
dian Newspapers Limited
2004




“‘Captors demand
$5 million for, |,

French

Guardiamr News Service
Baghdad/Paris, September 7

THE MILITANT Iraqi group
holding two French journal-
ists hostage on Monday
night demanded a $5m ran-
som for their release and set
a 48-hour deadline for the re-
quest to be met.

In a statement that could
not be authenticated, the Is-
lamic Army of Iraq sugges-
ted that it had been prepared
to free the two men earlier
but had abandoned the plan
after a major military opera-
tion in Latifiya, south of Ba-
ghdad, at the weekend. “We
warn you not to bombard us
as youdid ... on the day when
we intended to deliver them
(the hostages) to you,” the
statement, posted on a radi-
cal Islamist website, said.

The message appears to
be the first confirmation for
more than a week that Geo-
rges Malbrunot, 41, who wo-
rks for Le Figaro, and Chris-
tian Chesnot, 37, of Radio
France International, are
still alive.

The news came after sev-
eral days of uncertainty du-
ring which the French gov-
ernment and various Mu-
slim negotiators had repeat-
edly indicated that the signs
were positive for the men's
release, but the details of
the handover were proving
hard to finalise.

The French Prime Minis-
ter, Jean-Pierre Raffarin, sa-
id the statement was being
taken seriously. “We are
trying to check its authen-
ticity, which is not estab-
lished at this time,” he said.
Raffarin said the situation
was “worrying”, adding,
“Nothing is calling into
question the confidence we
have in a favourable out-
come of the situation.”

THe HID; IST AN -nu’_‘.g

hostages

W o

IRAQ UPDATE

As well as setting the ran-
som, the kidnappers called
for a truce with- Osama bin
Laden and demanded a pro-
mise of no military and com-
mercial dealings with Iraq —
peared to be directed at Fra- .
nce. They would release the
men if only one of their de-
mands was met, they added.
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o  BESLAN LESSONS (- T

THE THREE-DAY school hostage drama in Russia
came to a heart-rending end on Friday. More
than 330 people died — half of them children. At
least 700 others were maimed or injured when
violence erupted at the school in Beslan, North
Ossetia, seized by a gang of fundamentalist ter-
rorists even as Russian negotiators were trying to
engage them in substantive talks. While the ter-
rorists’ demand of independence for Chechnya
was unacceptable to the Russian President, Vladi-
mir Putin, he promised to put the lives and health
of over 1,000 hostages above all other consid-
erations. Russian authorities have explained they
had no plans to storm the school and were seek-
ing a peaceful end to the standoff. But they were
compelled to act when the terrorists set off
bombs in the school and opened fire on fleeing
children. In his message of sympathy to the Rus-
sian President, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
expressed understanding that “Russian forces
were compelled to act in very difficult circum-
stances.” Many other world leaders sent similar
messages of sympathy and solidarity to Russia
and condemned the school siege by terrorists as a
barbaric and despicable act.

The Beslan calamity has revealed the ugliest
face of fundamentalist terrorism. The Chechnya-
linked terrorists deliberately targeted innocent
small children. For three days they held at gun-
point hundreds of boys and girls and adults car-
ing for them; the hostages were packed, in
sweltering -heat, in a small school gymnasium
with bombs hanging over their heads and with-
out food and water. The terrorists demonstrated
they had no compunction in detonating the
bombs that killed the children in the end. The
crisis climaxed a bloody week of apparently coor-
dinated terror attacks in Russia. It began with the
simultaneous bombing of two airliners in which
90 people died. Then came the suicide bomb
blast in a'1\27,(scow that took 11 lives and injured
mora thafi 50 people. That 10 of the 32 hostage-

takers killed by Russian forces in Beslan were re-
portedly of foreign origin appears to provide fresh
proof of the nexus between Chechen rebels and
international terrorist networks. Russian investi-
gators claim they have found evidence that the
school raid was financed by an Al-Qaeda oper-
ative, Abu Omar al-Saif, who has been active in
Chechnya for some time now.

President Putin has highlighted the truth that
international terrorism has unleashed an “all-out
war” against Russia. Displaying a commendable
resolve not to give in to terrorists, the Russian
leader made it clear his Government had learnt its
lessons. He called for an overhaul of the country’s
security system, and for effective anti-crisis man-
agement mechanisms. Russia has sought — and,
at last, received — unqualified international sup-
port for its struggle against terrorism. Meeting in
emergency session at Moscow's request, the
United Nations Security Council denounced the
Beslan hostage-taking as a “heinous act.” In a
unanimously approved resolution, the 15-nation
world body characterised acts of terrorism as
“criminal and unjustifiable, regardless of their
motivation” and reaffirmed determination to
combat “one of the most serious threats to in-
ternational peace and security.” The Security
Council called on all states actively to cooperate
with Russian authorities in tracking down anc
bringing to justice those who carried out, orga-
nised, and financed the recent attacks. The hopt
is that the world will draw from the Russian trage
dy the appropriate lesson: that international ter
rorists, outrageously appropriating the banner o
Islam, have come a long way in forming a unite
front against civilised humankind. It is high tim«
western countries stopped differentiating be
tween “bad” and “good” terrorists — betweer
those who target the United States and its allie:
on the one hand and those who target
Jammu & Kashmir, Xinjiang, and so
close ranks in fighting the terrorist
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O Islamist outfits have unleashed a lethal wave of global terrorism, and as the Russian

massacre shows, the increasing preference 1s for soft targets

Pramit Pal Chaudhuri
Q\New Delhi
T°S BEYOND doubt now: There are no innocents in

terrorism. The net is flooded with grisly videotapes

of beheaded civilians. Commuters in buses being

blown up and airliners being downed barely elicit

comment. A suspected Islamic militant was arrest-
ed for casing a US shopping mall. Now we have the
hostage-taking and subsequent murder of 155 school-
children, some only five-years-old.

Almost all terrorism experts say there is a clear and
present trend towards attacking “soft targets”. In other
words, away from military or even government sites
and towards purely civilian targets.

Most also believe the shift is irreversible. And that
the worst is yet to come.

Jonathan Stevenson, terror expert at the Interna-
tional Institute for Strategic Studies, was quoted after
the Beslan school tragedy as saying that terrorists were
“crossing thresholds — no question about it.”

There are a number of reasons for this trend.

The first is a lack of easy hard targets. Since 9/11
much of the world has converted its government build-
ings, nuclear installations and airports into fortresses.
For example, such precautions have so far prevented al
Qaeda from striking inside the US since 9/11. So terror-
ist groups have focussed on more lightly-defended tar-
gets. And this means schools, trains and airliners.

The second is a desire for the spectacular. The Twin
Towers were not only funeral pyres, their collapse made
Osama bin Laden the anti-hero of the Arab street. Ter-
rorists are “much more educated in terms of what will
have an effect”, said Sandra Bell, homeland security ex-
pert at the UK’s Royal United Services Institute. Beslan
was not the first time Chechen militants had targeted
children, but it was unprecedented in scale and the de-
gree it was virtually made for television.

The third, and arguably most important, is that the
very nature of terrorism has changed. Terrorism ex-

perts like Bruce Hoffman say the world is in its third,
and most lethal, avatar of terrorism. The first were
violent nationalist movements in the 1940s and 1950s
like Israel’s Irgun Gang. The second were radical left-
wing groups of the 1960s and 1970s. Remember Ger-
many’s Red Army Faction? ’

But what these groups wanted were “a few people
dead and a whole lot of people watching”. They wanted
to humiliate the authorities. However, they knew they
walked a fine line between trying to attract attention
and not wholly alienating public opinion.

All this is missing in the 21st century terrorism. It
has been variously labelled “postmodern terror” or
“messianic terror” or simply “new terrorism.” Its char-
acteristics are the same. A militant religious overtone.
Political goals that are virtually non-negotiable like the
overthrow of the West. And a dehumanised, almost in-
explicable willingness to expend human lives.

A RAND Corporation survey of terrorist incidents
made this clear. While terrorist incidents had actually
declined since the 1970s, the civilian body count at each
attack had increased dramatically in the 1990s. And this
was tabulated before 9/11.

It sounds oxymoronic, but terror is becoming more
lethal.

The primary reason for this grimmer reaper statistic
has been the rise of radical Islamic terrorism. But there
have been other millenarian fringe groups: the Japan-
ese Aum Shinrikyo terror cult attempted to cause mass
death in the Tokyo subway system in 1995 and white
supremacists in the US had planned to poison water
supplies of towns.

The trailblazer in terrorism today is al-Qaida. Its use
of videotaped messages, its use of hijacked aircraft as
bombs and trademark multiple attacks has made it an
international brand of dread.

Islamic groups around the world have copied its
tactics. As well as its willingness to inflict unparalleled
slaughter.

Rohan Gunaratna, author of Inside al-Qaida, noted

after Beslan,“These groups are copycats and imita-
tive... In terms of scale, this is unprecedented and fol-
lows the category of spectacular and theatrical attacks
akin to al-Qaida”.

In other words, the Beslan school is likely to inspire
other groups to carry out similar attacks. Just the way
the suicide bombers of the LTTE and the Shia Hezbol-
lah have become part of the militant Sunni’s armoury.

Ironically, terrorist groups who prefer to see them-
selves as freedom fighters in the 1950s mold are horri-
fied. The Palestinian Al Agsa Martyrs Brigade, for ex-
ample, was quick to denounce what happened in Russia.
“We would never agree to such a thing. We never did
such a thing and never would,” their spokesman said.
Yasser Arafat has long denounced bin Laden for using
his people’s cause as “an alibi” for al-Qaida’s terrorist
attacks.

As security around public events and hard targets be-
comes increasingly impenetrable, the terrorists find
ever new ways to make their mark.

For example: parallel terrorism. when George W.
Bush and Tony Blair held a summit, Islamic groups
bombed a British diplomatic compound in Turkey.

But soft targets are easy. After 9/11, the US asked its
state governors to tally primary and secondary terror-
ist targets. The preliminary list had 16,500 sites and that
was just the beginning. The US Department of
Homeland Security holds soft target awareness work-
shops for local authorities. However, says Andre De-
Marece of the Terrorism Research Centre, “it’s virtually
indefensible. You cannot protect every hotel...every
apartment complex.”

If anything, terrorist experts say they are surprised
that militants haven’t plucked lower-hanging fruit more
often. One reason could be a twisted professionalism.
Having done 9/11, al-Qaida may be reluctant to do any-
thing less spectacular. But Beslan shows that compen-
sation can be had: By Kkilling more, killing them
younger and killing them before cameras.

Can it happen
here in India?

Soni Sangwan
New Delhi

HE FLICKERING television images showing
barely-clad children being rushed out of a
school building with sounds of blasts in the
background yesterday were from Russia. But given
the current climate, the backdrop may well be a top
school in New Delhi. Aware of such a possibility,
the Delhi Police has already tasked its deputy com-

missioners with the duty of sensitising the schools
in their areas about security concerns. '

“Our officers will go to the schools and brief
them about access control. Schools cannot have
fortress-like access control, but sensitisation about
the risks is important,” said a senior crime branch
officer. And as in the post-Akshardham situation,
when blueprints of all religious places have been
obtained by the police, a similar exercise may be
undertaken with regard to schools.

“Having access to building plans is important as
it allows the special forces team to know what they
are up against and also be able to plan possible ex-
its for evacuation,” said a senior police officer.

While most senior security experts feel that the
National Security Guard has the requisite plans,
preparations and practise to handle a hostage situ-
ation, it would be impractical to expect a face-off to
end cleanly. “We should be prepared for collateral
damage,” warns Brig Raj Seethapathy, who was at
the head of the Akshardham temple operation in
Gujarat in October 2002. “I gave my men two lines
of reference — that there should be no loss of life
and no damage to the temple. But even then we lost
one man on the scene and one was injured.”

But its India’s history as a “soft state” that secu-
rity officers are more concerned about. “Media im-
ages of distraught mothers and teary-eyed fathers
exert a lot of pressure on the government. One just
doesn’t know when the government, especially a
coalition government, will cave in. Remember
Rubaiyya Sayeed, remember Kandhar. And don’t
forget the truck drivers in Iraq. Everyone knows
that money exchanged hands,” says an officer.

“There’s a valuable lesson we can learn from the
Russians. They have had planes blown up, theatres
taken over and now school children targeted. But
they are not talking to any hostage takers. They are
sending a very clear message across,” he adds.

While one school of thought is all for a SWAT
type special force, NSG stalwarts feel that the train-
ing and skills imparted to their personnel are more
than adequate. “After the 1C-814 hijacking, several
high level meetings have been help and Standard
Operating Procedures for various eventualities

have been laid down. In no eventuality will anoth-
er Indian aircraft be allowed to fly out of Indian air
space,” says Brig Seethapathy.

But even with a highly trained force of com-
mandoes ready for any eventuality, some confusion
still persists given the federal nature of our gov-
ernment. “With law and order being a state subject
and each state police force wanting its own brand
of commandoes, there are chances that valuable
time may be a victim in the execution of a success-
ful operation in the future,” says a police officer.

And what is causing more alarm is the “strike at
will” capability of terrorists as opposed to the im-
possibility of being able to secure all potential tar-
gets. “Schools are certainly vulnerable. But for ter-
rorists interested in creating an international me-
dia blitz, there is no dearth of potential sites. They
can strike at any of the smaller government offices
and take officers as hostages, they can attack a
swanky MNCs office or they can hold an entire
movie theatre hostage. The only protection lies in
general security consciousness,” says a police
officer. *



~ Moscow

angered
by EU

demand

Moscow/Valkenburg
(Netherlands), Sept. 4
(Reuters): Russia denounced
today as “blasphemous” a re-
quest by the EU’s Dutch pres-
idency for an explanation for
the bloody end to a mass
hostage seizure at a school by
Chechen gunmen.

But Dutch foreign minis-
ter Bernard Bot, who made
the request in a statement
yesterday on behalf of the
EU presidency, said he had
been misunderstood and he
would try to calm the row by
talking to his Russian coun-
terpart, Sergei Lavrov.

“There obviously was a
misunderstanding,” Bot told
a news conference after a
meeting of EU foreign minis-
ters in the Netherlands. “My
words have been misinter-
preted. I never said that T
needed to be ... informed.”

More than 320 people, al-
most half of them children,
were found dead after troops
stormed a school yesterday
in the southern Russian town
of Beslan, where Chechen
separatists had held more
than 1,000 hostages for 53
hours.

In a statement issued in
the name of the EU presiden-
cy yesterday, Bot said all
countries should work to-
gether to stop such tragedies,
adding: “We also would like
to know from the Russian au-
thorities how this tragedy
could have happened.”

The Russian foreign min-
istry reacted with outrage to
Bot’s statement, and Interfax
news agency said the Dutch
ambassador had been sum-
moned to the ministry to ex-
plain.
“Mr Bot’s elaborations
are an absolute contrast with
the wide international sup-
port and solidarity with Rus-
sia in these tragic days,” a
ministry statement said.

“Inappropriate state-
ments by the Dutch minister
look odious ... and blasphe-
mous,” it said. “We expect ex-
planations from the Dutch
side.” Bot said had only
sought more information
from Moscow and had not in-
tended to criticise. “I will cer-
tainly set the record straight
with my colleague Lavrov
later in the day,” he said.

Maria Sharapova prepares
to serve during a US Open
match in New York.
Sharapova is wearing a black
ribbon in memory of the
people killed in the
Beslan tragedy. (AFP)

A relative of a victim near the school in Beslan. (AFP)

Kids will suffer trauma

for decades

DAVID DERBYSHIRE (\

London, Sept. 4: Many of the
children caught up in the
Russian siege will carry psy-
chological scars for decades
and some may never fully re-
cover, according to some of
Britain’s leading experts in
childhood trauma.

While the symptoms of
post-traumatic stress vary
from child to child, many will
suffer such terrifying night-
mares that they will develop
fear of falling asleep. Some
will experience daily flash-
backs.

Younger children may be
so frightened of being left
alone that they become obses-
sively clingy. Bed wetting,
tantrums, repetitive behav-
iour and difficulties with rela-
tionships will become com-
mon. Many will be terrified of
returning to school.

But despite the risks of
post-traumatic stress disordet,
the Russians should avoid

. sending in counsellors, Prof.

William Yule, an expert in
childhood trauma at the Insti-
tute of Psychiatry, London,
said. “The first thing they
need is to be reunited with
their parents and to feel safe.”

Prof. Yule, who advised the
National Institute for Clinical
Excellence on the NHS guide-
lines for post-traumatic stress
disorder, said experts should
take a back seat to start with.

“There is a suspicion that
going in too soon might actual-
ly interfere with normal heal-
ing processes,” he said.

“We know from studies
that over the first eight to 10
weeks after a violent assault
or road accident stress reac-
tions come down quite consid-
erably. The sleep gets back to
normal, they are not so jumpy
and they don’t avoid things.

“Some people argue that
you delay doing intensive
treatment for two to three
months afterwards. But some-
one needs to be in contact with

STAAY
the children and their ilies
and monitor them as unobtru-
sively as possible.”

Victims of post-traumatic
stress disorder, or shell shock,
suffer intrusive, vivid “re-
plays” of their ordeal. Other
symptoms include depression,
emotional detachment, guiit
and fear.

Children suffering from
stress are likely to express
their anxiety in drawings and

el experts

heap disaster in Wales founc
that 30 per cent of primary
school children who survived
had post-traumatic stress dis-
order 30 years later.

Peter Norman, an educa-
tional psychologist in Buck-
inghamshire who deals with
disasters and accidents involv-
ing children, said: “The key is
the support systems that chil-
dren already have. The last
thing you need is to send in

repetitive behaviour. Younger teams of counsetlors.”
children become “limpet- “What you need is the sup-
. Bombs ;
connece
Bombs
tov cable suspended

The hostages were
herded together inside
the schoel gym in Beslan,

‘North Ossetia, by the terrorists

and surrounded by a cable

connected to two farge bombs (1 and 2)

like”, clinging obsessively to
parents.

“That can be exceedingly
irritating to parents who are
also traumatised,” said Prof.
Yule. “The parents need guid-
ance. They also need to listen
to the children and not tell
them to shut up about it.”

Prof. Yule’s study of child
victims of a Greek cruise ship
disaster found that five to
seven years after the sinking
15 per cent were still suffering
post-traumatic stress.

Studies of the Aberfan slag

from wires

Graphic. RAJS

port to feel safe, that you are
with people who you are se-
cure with, that you are re-
moved from the threat.”

Normally, parents and
teachers provide the best sup-
port.

“There will be children
who carry the consequences of
this for a long time, perhaps
throughout their life. It could
affect their confidence, how
secure they feel, their ability
to form relationships, their so-
cial skills,” he said.
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Agonising vigil ends in reunion and despair

C.J. CHIVERS

Beslan (North Ossetia),
Sept. 4: When the first
tremendous explosion shook
the air, sending a blast wave
through the neighbourhood
around Middle School No. 1,
the crowd of women near the
southern police barricades
buckled over.

An old woman’s eyes
welled instantly with tears.
She began to pound her head
with her fists. Another woman
wailed. “Nayyyyyyyyyy!” she
screamed, and collapsed to her
knees.

The worst of the uncount-
able fears that had been stalk-
ing Beslan for 52 hours had
been realised. Violence had
erupted inside the school,
where hundreds of children
were held captive by armed
militants who had wired the
place with bombs.

Then came another explo-
sion, as loud as the first. With-
in seconds, as dusty clouds
rose over the school grounds,
their great widths suggesting
blasts of terrifying force,
bursts of rifle fire began to
sound, quickly building to a
sustained and rolling roar.

The children of Beslan,
many stripped to their under-
wear by their masked captors,
were in the midst of a fero-
cious battle.

It was an afternoon and
evening of confusion, sav-
agery, daring and horror, as
the battle swept aside lives
with the blind indifference of
a lottery, but also allowed
many of the children to man-
age desperate escapes.

There were scenes of sud-
den reunions between parents
and children who had van-
ished into the clutches of the
militants two days before, of
nervous searches for the miss-
ing and vigils for the wounded,
and of incomprehensible
waste and loss: unclaimed
children lying dead on litters
on the lawn outside the
morgue, beside the tiny bodies
of classmates whose mothers
knelt in the grass, stroking
their blood-matted hair.

In the first minutes of bat-
tle, with rifle and machine-
gun bursts punctuated by oc-
casional blasts of grenades,
people ran wildly about,
hunched low, shoulders for-
ward, in animal fear. Several
women screamed.

In the beginning the vol-
ume of fire was unrelenting.
But within minutes there
came a brief lull, and a white
Volga raced along parallel to
the police lines, its engine
high-pitched and complaining
as it weaved down the road as
fast as it could go.

When it passed a crowd
that had sought cover behinda
thick brick wall, a child’s face
could be seen, that of a dirty
shirtless boy who sat crying
on the lap of a man who held
him in a tight embrace. The
car raced past. The crowd
traded news.

“Children made it out!”
someone said, and the word
was passed along.

More cars sped toward the
group, a column of makeshift
ambulances, some crammed
with four, five and six chil-
dren. Many children were
stripped to their underwear,
looking filthy. Some sat up-
right and calm. The eyes of
others were jumpy with fright.
A few drank from water bot-
tles with trembling hands.

A van pulled up withaman
whose left eye was blackened
shut, blood running in a
rivulet along the side of his

face. A skinny boy who looked
14 sat shirtless beside him.

“Where’s the hospital?”
the driver yelled. Everyone
pointed. “There!” The car
lurched away.

Two transport helicopters
appeared, circling the battle in
a wide, counter-clockwise
loop. A helicopter gunship
soon joined them. More cars
came by, apparently carrying
the more gravely wounded, in-
cluding a black-haired girl,
bleeding and looking wan,
slumped backward on the pas-
senger’s seat, mouth open, in
what seemed the last moments
of life.

At 1.54 pm, a tan Lada ca-
reered to a halt, and two of the
fleeing girls stepped from the
back seat. One wore a short
blue dress and dirty ankle
socks. The other was in a
man’s white business shirt,
stained with dried blood.

For a moment they did not
speak. The crowd touched
them as if in disbelief, and
they were quickly led to a
courtyard two doors away. A
woman of about 40 appeared,
her face an empty and emo-
tionless blank until the reali-
sation set in: her children

were standing before her
“Mama!” the younger girl ex-
claimed, and the mother
grabbed her, then the other,
burying her nose in their
sweaty hair. The three of them
spun around and around. The
girls were covered in dirt from
their ordeal. The family quick-
ly retreated into the house.

Outside, the shooting con-
tinued. The helicopters
thumped overhead.

At 4.05 pm, three hours
into the battle, a sweaty Russ-
ian soldier ran by and stopped
among the civilians, carrying
arifle and peering toward the
fight. “Has the school been se-
cured?” an old man asked him.
“T don’t know,” he said, and
ran off.

As the battle approached
its fourth hour, one man
crouching behind a tree
seemed perplexed. The au-
thorities had said there were
16 to 40 fighters. How could
they hold out for so long
against so many hundreds of
Russians, against such vol-
ume of fire, even against
tanks? “How many can there
really be?” said the man, Rus-
lan Gudayeyv, 46.

NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE
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A woman carries her grandson at a hospital in Beslan. (AFP)
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Fred Weir and Agencies
Moscow/Beslan, September 3

A TWO-DAY-OLD terrorist siege
in a school in southern Russia ex-
ploded into a violent confronta-
tion on Friday amid machine-gun
fire, bomb blasts and the screams
of fleeing children as commandos
stormed the building.

More than 150 of the hostages
were Killed and the toll could go
up significantly. A number of the
dead were children. Latest re-
ports said that 646 people had
been injured. Of them, there
were 332 children.

Most of the 1,500-0dd hostages
escaped, but security forces were
fighting to rescue others.

Security officials said 20 mili-
tants, of whom 10 were of Arab
descent, were killed.

The sudden eruption of vio-
lence was apparently unplanned
by either side. Russian authori-
ties had earlier pledged to seek a
peaceful resolution to the stand-
off to save the lives of as many
children as possible.

The violence broke out early

Friday afternoon, as Russian
emergency workers approached
the besieged school grounds to
remove the corpses of seven peo-
ple killed by snipers on the first
day of the crisis. The operation
had been carefully negotiated be-
tween the hostage-takers and lo-
cal authorities.
" But witnesses say a group of
about a dozen terrorists, dressed
in civilian clothes, chose that
moment to break out by mixing
with the crowds of relatives, on-
lookers and journalists milling
outside the security perimeter.

In the confusion that followed,
about 30 women and children
hostages also attempted to flee
the building, many of them half-
naked, some bleeding and
screaming in panic.

Terrorists still inside the
school opened fire at the escap-
ing hostages, prompting the spe-
cial forces to move in. Troops us-
ing small explosive charges blew
several holes in the walls of the
school to encourage more
hostages to make a run for it.

Russia's official ITAR-Tass
news agency said most of the
hostages had been saved by the
swift action of security forces.
"Those children who remained in
the school were not hurt," Tass
reported. "The ones who suffered
were the children in the group
which ran from the school.”

Witnesses reported several
powerful explosions inside the
school, which caused part of the
roof and one wall to collapse.
Dark smoke billowed from one
part of the building. The gun
battle continued late into the
night, with reports of three ter-
rorists being holed up in the
school basement.

Thirteen terrorists escaped.
Security forces had reportedly
laid siege to a building in which
some of them had taken refuge.
The others were being pursued.
2 Full coverage on Page 13

REUTERS
INNOCENTS: Bodies of children killed in the battle.
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AMONG 150 KILLED. SOME TERRORIS

SLAUGHTER AT SCHOOL
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REUTERS

REUTERS

A volunteer carries an injured
child after troops stormed the
school in Beslan near
Chechnya (left). A boy is
carried by his father after he
was released.

The hostage-takers

Reports say this was a mixed
group of about 40 Islamic
militants; 20 were killed, 10
Arabs among them, say
Russian officials. Evidence of
an increasing Al-Qaeda
influence on Chechen rebels

The fighting

Wasn't planned. Negotia-
tions were on. It appears as
if the terrorists panicked and
shot at some chiidren who
tried to escape. Troops had
to storm the school

The children

Most of them who died did
so in the battle for the gym.
The gym was sealed and
became very hot. The kids
were dehydrated and had
taken their clothes off

‘I smashed the window to get out... The
terrorists shot from the roof’

Reuters
Beslan, September 3

HALF-NAKED AND bloodied chil-
dren ran terrified through the street,
thirstily grabbing water bottles from
medics as gunfire cracked, ambu-
lance sirens sounded, and mothers
and children wailed.

Russia's school siege ended in
scenes of chaos and pandemonium
on Friday, with an unknown number
of dead and injured among the up to
1,500 children and adults held at gun-
point by suspected Chechen sepa-
ratists for more than two days.

A stream of ambulances left the

schoo! carrying bodies, many of
which looked lifeless.

“I smashed the window to get out,”
one young boy with a bandaged hand
told Russian television. “People were
running in all directions...They (the
rebels) shot from the roof.”

Six bodies lay covered with white
sheets near the school gates, one that
of an almost naked corpse of a girl of
around 16 with an unnaturally pale
face, another a young boy, less than a
metre in height.

Men and women filed past, hands
covering their mouths, tentatively
lifting the sheets to see if they recog-
nised the bodies. A 40-year-old man

wearing a light brown shirt kneeled
by a body, crying into his hands.

The lucky ones among the crowds
of relatives who had waited day and
night outside Middle School Num-
ber 1 held emotional reunions with
children who had stripped to their
underwear during two days in a sti-
fling gym with little water and no
food.

Anger also flared in this Russian
Orthodox part of the Caucasus
mountains, ethnically and religious-
ly distinct from the nearby Muslim
regions of Chechnya and Ingushetia.

A crowd of around 200 people start-
ed to attack a swarthy man who

looked like he might be a Chechen,
until police intervened, firing shots
into the air to disperse them.

Others sought to organise care of
the wounded at local hospitals where
1,000 beds had been prepared, health
officials told the Interfax news
agency.

In the midst of the barbarism, hu-
manity reigned. On Thursday, a nan-
ny held hostage carried an infant in
her charge out as 26 women and chil-
dren were freed.

But immediately after handing the
baby to her family, the woman went
back to join her own children who

were still captive. /
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Associated Press

BESLAN, Sept. 3. — Comma-
ndos stormed a school today in
southern Russia and battled
separatist Chechen rebels hol-
ding hundreds of hostages as
crying children, some naked
and covered in biood, fled the
building through explosions
and gunfire. Ninety-five bodies
were identified, but an official
said the toll could exceed 150.

Hundreds escaped the scho-
ol, but the bodies of 100 dead

hostages lay on the gymnasi- °

um floor where the captives

had been held since Wednes- -~

day. A police sapper told NTV
that commandos stormed the
building after bombs — hung
in basketball hoops by the hos-
tage-takers — exploded. A
hostage who escaped said a su-
icide bomber blew herself up
in the gym where children we-
re kept captive.

Twenty militants were killed
in gunfights with security forc-
es, 10 of them Arabs, Mr Vale-
ry Andreyev, the region’s Fed-
eral Security Service chief,
said. President Vladmir Put-
in’s adviser on Chechnya, Mr
Aslanbek Aslakhanov, also

. said some of the dead milita-
nts were Arab mercenaries.

After trading fire with mili-
tants holed up in the basement
of a school annexe, officials sa-
id the fighting was over, but
two militants remained at lar-
ge. Three suspected hostage-
takers were arrested while try-
ing to escape in civilian dress,
Channel One TV reported.
Ekho Moskvy radio said a sus-
pected female hostage-taker
was detained when she appro-
ached an area hospital wear-
ing a white robe.

Regional President Mr Alex-
ander Dzasokhov said the hos-
tage-takers demanded that
Russian troops leave Chechnya
— the first clear indication of
their demands and of a direct
link between this attack and
the ongoing war in Chechnya.

Officials at the crisis head-
quarters said 95 victims were
identified and Mr Andreyev
said 556 people were hospi-
talised, including 332 children,

{Top) An injured schoolgirl is carried on a
stretcher during the rescue operation.
{Centre) A volunteer rescues an injured boy.
{Above) Another child is being taken
to hospital. — AFP
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while the emergency 51tuat10ns
ministry put the number of
hospitalised at 646, 227 of
them children. Mr Aslakhanov
told Interfax the toll might be
“much more”. He said the mil-
itants initially seized some
1,200 hostages, most of them
children — far more than ear-
lier estimates of 350.

A member of an elite securi-
ty unit died saving two young
gitls, the Itar-Tass reported. A
police sapper, speaking on
NTV, said bombs hanging
from basketball hoops explod-
ed. The gym had been rigged
with explosives packed in plas-
tic bottles. strung up around
the room on a cord and stuffed
with metal objects, he said.

Women escaping the build-
ing were seen fainting and oth-

ers, some covered in blood,

were carried away on stretch-
ers. Many children — parched,
hungry and only partly clothed
because of the stifling heat in
the gym — ran out screaming
and begging for water.

Two emergency services
workers were killed and three
wounded during the chaos.
Interfax said the school’s roof
collapsed, possibly from the ex-

<. .-plosives. The militants had rep-

ortedly threatened to blow up

" the building if authorities used

force. Mr Andreyev and Mr As-
lakhanov said there had been
no plans to storm the school
and that the authorities had be-
en hopeful about negotiations.
The militants had broken
most of the windows early in
the crisis in what might have
been an effort to prevent
authorities from using gas to
knock them out against them.
Less than a kilometre from
the school, anguished relatives
mobbed arriving ambulances
to see who was inside. Some
two dozen children lay on
blood-splattered  stretchers
under a grove of pine and
spruce trees.
‘Most unfortunate’: Dr Man-
mohan Singh tonight wrote to
President Putin and expressed
sympathies of the people of
India for the families of those
killed.
Another report, photographs,
and timeline on page 3

RUSSIAN FORCES STORM SCHOOL = 150 DEAD, OVER 500 IN HOSPITAL

N BLOODBATH
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Russian special torces personnel and two women take cover behind an armoured carrier during the stormmg of the school. — AFP

When Riya went buck in...

BESLAN, Sept. 3. — In duty under fire,
motherhood stood second, only just. A
nanny held hostage in a school here,
carried the infant in her charge out as
some women and children were freed,
then went back in to join her own children
still being held, authorities said.

Ms Riya Yuzhenevich and her story was
mentioned on a list of names of freed
hostages posted inside a public building
near the school being used as a shelter
for family and friends of the hostages.
Ms Yuzhenevich carried two-yeat-old
Dyana Azieva out of the building to be

A <ep m

returned to her family before walking back
into the school and an uncertain fate in
order 1o be with her own children,
according to the posting. There is no
news of her yet...

Overall, the children were at the centre of
a maelstrom of explosions and builets, of
shattered windows, bodies and masonry
— a mind-bending cauldron of bloodshed.
At first, there was only confusion — for
the children, for the families, and for the
millions of horrified spectators around the
world.

To the beat of a sickening rattle of gunfire,

blood-smeared girls stripped down to their
underwear fled the school gymnasium
where they had been kept captive — a
scene chillingly evocative of the iconic
image of a naked girl screaming in pain
and terror as she runs from a napalm
attack during the Vietnam War.

“We didn't know if we were going to live,
said Aslan Zaratsov, a 14-year-old boy
who had been kept captive — hungry,
thirsty, and insomniac — for three days in
the gymnasium, along with several

hundred other hostages.

— AFP & AP
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Cemetery at sieg

A man carries a boy to safety as a soldier and a volunteer look on during the rescue operation at the Beslan school on Friday. (AFP)

Beslan, Sept. 3|(Keuters):
More than 100 geople were
killed when Ruskian troops
stormed a school today in a
chaotic battle to free chil-
dren, parents and teachers
who had been held hostage
for 53 hours by Chechen
separatists.

Amid confusion and car-
nage, authorities said they
had been forced into an un-
planned  operation by
hostage-takers who opened
fire on fleeing children. Some
children were still being held
hours after the raid, officials
told Interfax news agency.

Machinegun fire and ex-
plosions boomed out and heli-
copters clattered overhead as
naked children ran for safety,
screaming.

Julian Manyon, a reporter
for Britain’s ITV television
news, said his cameraman had
seen into the gutted gymnasi-
um of the school in Beslan, in
the North Ossetia region ad-
joining Chechnya, after the
hostage-takers left.

“Our cameraman... told me
that in his estimation there
are as many as 100 bodies, [ am
afraid, lying on the smoulder-
ing floor of the gymnasium
where we know that a large
number of the hostages were
being held,” he said.

Interfax, however, quoted
an adviser to President
Vladimir Putin as saying:
“The number of those killed
in the terrorist act in Beslan
could be much more than 150.”

Tass news agency said the-
re were more than 400 wound-
ed, and witnesses saw around
20 bodies at a hospital morgue.

The rebels fled with sol-
diers in pursuit. A top security
service official was quoted as
saying 20 gunmen, including

e-end §chool

10 Arabs, had been killed. *

The authorities said events
had forced their hand after in-
sisting from the outset they
would not resort to violence.

Manyon said police had
told him some children had
tried to escape and when the
captors fired and chased them
the troops opened fire and the
battle began. Moments earlier,
authorities said they had sent
a vehicle to fetch the bodies of
people killed in Wednesday’s
seizure of the school.

“No military action was
planned. We were planning
further talks,” the regional
head of the FSB security serv-
ice, Valery Andreyev, said.

In the chaos, children ran
from the building or were car-
ried by soldiers. Stripped to
their underwear after two
days without food or drink ina
stiflingly hot and crowded sch-
00l, they gulped bottles of
water and waited in a daze for
relatives.

“I smashed the window to
get out,” one boy with a band-
aged hand said. “People were
running in all directions....
They (the rebels) were shoot-
ing from the roof.”

The outcome of the siege
may have repercussions for
Putin, who came to power in
2000 on a promise to restore
order in Chechnya after years
of violent rebellion.

Officials had said some 500
people were being held in the
school, but released hostages
said the number could be near-
er 1,500.

The masked gunmen had
demanded an independent
Chechnya, the first clear link
between them and the sepa-
ratist rebellion in the neigh-
bouring province.

M See Page 3
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TERRORISM IN IRAQ

s
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, e terroriyts are fighting to
see the backs of over one

e

. ue
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and a half lakh foreign
troops in Iraq. Prime Minister
Allawi led interim government is
also striving for the same. Only
the approach of the two sides is
different. The interim govern-
ment is trying to create stability
in the country with the help of
US led forces, so that national
elections can be held to elect a
new Iragi Government in Janu-
ary '05. Once that government is
in power, state police and newly
trained military forces are in
position, hopefully US forces
will bid adieu to Iraq. On the
other hand, the terrorists believe
they can force the foreign
powers out of Iraq by their acts
of terrorism.

Vietnam and Iraq

One expects history should
teach lessons to the terrorists.
Terrorism can only prolong the
agony for ages but cannot win a
war against a world power. Viet-
nam was a different story. The
Vietcong could vanquish the
French at Dien bien Phu and
later the US might from Saigon
because they were totally backed
by China. Also, the terrain in
Vietnam was more suitable for
guerrilla warfare, hit and run
tactics by the guerrillas. But the
terrain in Iraq is more suited to
conventional warfare, use of
high technology, heavy weapons
and air power.

The pay-off from Vietnam was
not as lucrative as the same from
Iraq. However, there were no
terrorist activities by the Viet-
cong against innocent civilians.
Many countries around the
world, though initially opposed
to the invasion of Iraq, are now
slowly veering round to the US
efforts to bring stability and aid
in the reconstruction of Iraq.
Basically these countries do not
want to antagonize the world’s
only superpower and would ins-
tead like to lap up the crumbs in
the form of the reconstruction
pie. Despite this, the holding of
free and fair national elections
in Iraq in January is also doubt-
ful in view of the intensified
terrorist activities.

India had strongly opposed

" the US-UK invasion of Iraq and

stoutly resisted pressure to con-
tribute Indian troops for Iraq.
Even then a terrorist group,
namely “Holders of the Black
Banner” had kidnapped three

The author is a retired officer,
Indian Army

By KK GANGULY
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Indian nationals working as
drivers for the Kuwait-based
Kuwait Gulf Link Transport
(KGL). This transport firm is
engaged in transportation of
goods in Iraq for the US
military. The terrorist group had
been threatening to execute
these hostages unless KGL

Transport ceases all activities in
Iraq, the countries of the
hostages withdraw their troops
from Iraq, and the US releases
all Iraqi prisoners. The
credentials of the terrorist group
could easily be understood, as it
does not even know that Egypt,
India and Kenya have no troops
in Iraq. Two South Koreans were
beheaded, one Japanese, two
Pakistanis and twelve Nepalese
were executed by different terro-
rist outfits and then the Indians,
Egyptians and Kenyans were in
line for execution. India could
never imagine that Indian na-
tionals could face such ordeals.
The Government of India
should have issued suitable ad-
visories to Indians working in
the Middle East against accept-
ing jobs in Iraq.

Between two stools

It is understood that the previ-
ous regime had directed the In-
dian Embassy in Kuwait not to
issue “No Objection Certifi-
cates” to Indians desirous of
work in Iraq. However, the tem-
ptation of petro-dollars is so
strong that the embassy succum-
bed to heavy pressure from
Indians in the Gulf countries.

Indians do not realize that pre-
and post-invasion Iraq is not the
same. There is no law and order
in Iraq at present.

The naive can question the
justification of holding Indians
as hostages and threatening exe-
cution in light of India’s warm
relation with Irag under Sad-

dam’s regime, opposition to the
US led invasion and stout refusal
to send troops. But we should
not wonder about the attitude of
the Islamic terrorists. Terrorists
have no allegiance, no loyalty, no
religion and no principles. They
are just terrorists. They had
kidnapped and killed foreign
tourists in Kashmir and else-
where, who had nothing to do
with India, Pakistan or Kashmir.
They have bombed or derailed
running trains, blown up aircraft
and held children as hostages in
schools. For many it is simply an
easy source of ransom money.
President Bush and Prime
Minister Tony Blair in the secu-
rity of their own countries are
still justifying the invasion. “It
was essential to rid the people of
Iraq from the evil rule of Sad-
dam and ensure security and sa-
fety of American and British
people.” But their singular act
defying world opinion has irre-
vocably brought much greater
perils to the lives of millions of
Iragis. Who should hold the
Bush and Blair duo accountable
for the loss of innocent lives?
Once Saddam was removed,
Islamic jehadis from all parts of
the Islamic world, particularly
members of Taliban and Al

o\ US Withdrawal Can Only Bring Sanity In A Devastated 5 -iety

Qacda, have entered Irag. A
truly secular country became a
haven for Islamic fundamenta-
lists. The hostage crisis has
brought in focus the basic
question whether the invasion of
Iraq has brought about enhan-
ced security for US and UK
citizens and better quality of life
for Iraqi people. Any nation in
the grip of terrorism may take up
to 50 years to achieve normalcy
when under a legitimate govern-
ment. lraq is presently under a
puppet government without any
indigenous police or military
force worth the name. The
question is how long the hapless
people of Iraq should suffer this
repression by the terrorists on
one hand and bombardment by
the US military on the other.

Base for Al Qaeda

Even if general elections are
held in Iraq in January, there is
no guarantee that terrorism will
vanish. It is more likely that
Islamic terrorists with Al Qaeda
links will not leave their hold on
the country easily, as it is sure to
provide fresh recruiting grounds
for their cause. First they would
like to establish an Islamic Re-
public in Iraq and turn it into a
base like the erstwhile Afghanis-
tan for anti-US, anti-European
activities.

The antidote lies in the hands
of the US, but it is not the use of
more and morc firepower. They
have to decide to leave Irag-
lock, stock and barrel leaving the
destiny of the nation in the
hands of the people of Iraq.
They have to be prepared to
forego a controlling interest in
Iraqi oil wealth.

Hopefully. an elected govern-
ment, if installed, could have the
credibility of sovereign status. If
by then a sizeable Iragi military
force can be raised, the interna-
tional borders can be guarded
against infiltrating terrorist
groups; the situation can be re-
trieved. In that eventuality,
United Nations peacekeeping
forces may be inducted to
clean up the destructive forces
inside Iraq.

There are plenty of ifs and
buts. However, unless the US
forces are withdrawn and secu-
rity responsibilities passed on to
the UN immediately, the Indian
lives will not be the last to be at
stake and many more innocent
lives will perish at the altar of
terror.sm for many years. Does
the US want this? And who will
make the difficult decisions -—
Mr Kerry or Mr Bush?



Shocked Nepal’s

day

Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, September 2

WITH ITS national flags fly-
ing at half-mast, Nepal on
Thursday mourned the death
of its 12 nationals at the hands
of Tragi militants. Offices,
narkets, educational institu-
ions and traffic remained
losed in honour of the dead.

Angry and hurt Nepalese

rganised protest rallies and
ondolence meetings in most
arts of the kingdom. Au-
writies imposed an indefi-
ite curfew from 1 pm at But-
‘al, about 400 km west of
athmandu, near Uttar Pra-
esh, after clashes between
ecurity forces and demon-
trators. One person was in-
ured in the incident.

In Udaipur district in east-
ern Nepal, attempts were
made to attack a place of
worship. Authorities are
keeping a close watch on dis-
tricts bordering UP and Bi-
har, as these have a sizeable
Muslim population.

To contain religious strife,
King Gyanendra, in an un-
precedented move, on Wedn-
esday evening asked political
leaders and civil societies to
help safeguard “the age-old
brotherhood, unity and toler-
ance among various sections
of Nepalese society.” The esti-
mated Muslim population in
Nepal is about 15 lakhs.

Nepal Muslim Ittehad
Sangh chairman and ex-
tourism minister Salim Mia
Ansari complained that a
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AP
People on Thursday gather
around an area burnt by
rioters in Kathmandu on
Wednesday.

madrassa run by Bareli Mus-
lims was set afire in Kath-
mandu on Thursday morn-
ing. He alleged that about 40
Muslims fled to Uttar
Pradesh after their madrassa
was attacked in Dhangarhi,
about 600 km west of here.
However, the home ministry
said it was not aware of any
such incidents. -

Maoists rule out talks /

Maoists have ruled out the”
possibility of their holding
talks with the palace-insta-
lled Deuba government. This
comes amid frequent claims
by the latter about getting
positive signals from the
rebels. They said dialogue
was possible only under UN
mediation.
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~Trail of Terror */

Iragto Chechnya, America

(\¢\"L1ails to see big picture C\
Terrorism is back on page one as the top story. Even as
India rejoices over the safe return of three nationals who
were held hostage in Iraq for 42 days, our neighbour Nepal
is mourning the death of 12 citizens. The Nepalese, who
were working as cooks and cleaners for a Jordanian
company, were shot by an Iraqi militia after keeping them
in custody for over 10 days. Nepal, already reeling under a
Maoist insurgency, now faces the threat of communal
hatred. Elsewhere in Russia, a Chechnyan terror gang is
threatening to shoot dead children held hostage in a
secondary school. These incidents may appear separated
in time and space. Yet, they are all linked. The shadow of
guns looms over the incidents. Innocents are forced to
participate in the theatre of terror, a collage of real and
perceived fears and threats. No one is safe anywhere;
globalised terror has melted boundaries of nation states.
Terrorism needs to be analysed and tackled in its entirety.
The US, which claims to be in the vanguard of the global
war on terror, harbours a blinkered vision. Or else why
would it be sceptical about Russian president Viadimir
Putin’s claim that the Islamists in Chechnya are linked
to Al-Qaida? Or about India’s repeated arguments that
Kashmiri militants are connected to bin Laden via the ISI?

The US hunt for bin Laden, the near-mythical terror
boss, seems to have lost its way in the caves of Tora Bora.
The misplaced adventure in Iraq hasn’t yielded any
WMD vet. Instead, the US occupation of Iraq has become
a weapon of mass destruction by spawning terror world-
wide. The main flaw in the war on terror is America’s
lack of sincerity in taking on the real proliferators of
terrorism. It is well-documented that Saudi Arabia and
Pakistan, the two main allies of the US, are the hotbeds of
terror. The fear that removal of Musharraf would enable
mad mullahs to capture Islamabad has made the US less
demanding with the general. Saudi Arabia is the financial
and ideological fountainhead of Islamic militancy. The
Saudi exports are far more damaging than the ISI brand of
terror besides being a slur on Islam. They threaten the
economic and social fabric of communities. Wahabism
seeks to impoverish the richness of Indian Islam,; it fails
to understand its syncretic character. No one’s making a
case for a putsch or an Iraq-style adventure by the US in
the two states. But, the US needs to deal with the House of

Saud and Musharraf with more purpose. /
— ,4 o
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OTH COLLECTIVELY and

individually, nations across

the world are obsessed with

policies of counter-terror-
ism. This obsession is subversive of
peace and good governance in ways
that are beginning to dwarf the ter-
rorism such policies claim to coun-
ter. Counter-terrorism acquired a
new lease of life after September 11,
2001, when planes crashed into the
World Trade Center in New York.
‘Nine eleven,” as the incident is
called, provided the excuse for evolv-
ing devastating policies of counter-
terrorism. America unleashed wars
on Afghanistan and Iraq for reasons
that test the patience of international
law. There is no telling what the
United States will do next. The Unit-
ed Nations has passed mandatory
resolutions for countering terrorism
that are binding on the nations of the
world which are obliged to imple-
ment them. Various countries have
enacted counter-terrorist laws that
surpass one another in devising
means of oppressing their own peo-
ple. Counter-terrorism is now pro-
filed as a major threat to the peace of
the world.

On September 12, 2001, the United
Nations General Assembly passed
Resolution 1368 to exhort all nations
to suppress terrorist acts. Such speed
by the U.N. is unprecedented. More
significantly, on September 28, 2001,
the U.N. Security Council exercising
power under Part VII of the U.N.
Charter passed the magnum Resolu-
tion 1373 making it binding on all
U.N. member-nations to enact coun-
ter-terrorism measures within 90
days and remain under the surveil-
lance of a Counter Terrorism Com-
mittee (CTC). Resolutions under Part
VII of the Charter are not discretion-
ary but must be followed. On January
16, 2002, the U.N. passed Resolution
1390 to demand worldwide steps to
freeze terrorism-oriented assets and
especially move against ‘listed orga-
nisations’ mentioned in earlier reso-
lutions. On March 18, 2003, the U.N.
Office on Drugs and Crime assem-
bled 12 conventions to guide anti-
terrorist efforts. The U.N.’s dictates
being mandatory and compulsory
had to be complied with immediately
— within an emergency timetable.

The U.N.s initiatives resulted in
regional and national responses. On
October 17, 2001, the European
Union produced an anti-terrorist
road map to result in a framework
decision on June 22, 2002, which
along with other measures funda-
mentally rewrote extradition and
other laws, oblivious of civil liberties,
to strengthen interaction within the
Union. To implement Resolution

z wo) 607002 | Tl y ditg
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Countering terror

By Rajeev Dhavan

Where counter-terrorism violates human rights, it
produces state terrorism directed against a
nation’s own people.

own Central Committee on Terror-
ism (CCT) and pledged to strengthen
its existing anti-terrorist legislation.
The African Union created a plan of
action to implement U.N. resolutions
at Algiers on September 14, 2002. The
South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation supported U.N. resolu-
tions to create a Regional Conven-
tion in January 2002 and an
additional protocol in January 2004.
America enacted its Patriot Acts and
other legislation from 2002 onwards
to vest vast powers in the adminis-
tration against ethnic groups, minor-
ities, migrants, tourists and others in
ways that were oppressive. Former
Defence Minister George Fernandes
VOwSs never to visit America because
of the treatment he received.

The U.S. has created the most op-
pressive, racist and reactionary anti-
people regime since

counter-terrorism will become a
greater threat to people and good
governance, than terrorism is made
out to be. America’s war has become
the world’s excuse for war, arms, de-
struction, death, torture and viola-
tion of civil liberties.

The obsession with counter-ter-
rorism knows no limits. Shockingly,
the famous American lawyer, Alan M.
Dershowitz, has written a book, Why
Terrorism Works (2002), suggesting
that provisions be made in criminal
procedures to enable governments to
get a court order to inflict torture
during investigations. In other
words, counter-terrorist measures
can include whatever they want
within their remit to be “effective.”
India’s troubles in Manipur are
about army lawlessness, custodial
torture and rape. Although the latest
American decision on

World War 1T and the LAW AND SOCIETY the Guantanamo Bay

McCarthy era. In

2000-02, Britain reworked its anti-
terrorist laws in ways unknown to its
common law history to bring back
internment without trial, arbitrary
arrests and deportations. Pakistan
added amendments to its anti-ter-
rorist laws in 2002 to detain a person
without charge for 12 months —
amongst other provisions. Like In-
dia’s Prevention of Terrorism Act, it
was abused many times over and
used against political opponents and
for personal vendetta. Following the
blasts in Bali, on October 12, 2002,
Indonesia strengthened its legisla-
tion to poise itself for unbridled
abuse. In Europe, Germany has used
its anti-terrorist legislation against
‘extremist’ religious groups.

At a conference of the Internation-
al Commission of Jurists (IC]) on Au-
gust 28, 2004, a German spokesman
virtually spoke in terms of the Hun-
tington thesis asking for a counter-
Jihad against Muslims who were tar-
geted without remorse. At the
meeting, an activist lawyer, Karina
Moskalenko, demonstrated through
case after case from Russia how peo-
ple were picked up and they disap-
peared. We still do not know the full
details of the ‘gas’ used in the rescue
operation in the Dubrovka theatre.
There is no end to the stories in every
country on the gross abuse of anti-
terrorist laws. Using 9/11 as an ex-
cuse to enact measures of counter-
terrorism, every country seems to be
fighting America’'s war whilst op-
pressing its own people in a free-for-
all without reserve. If this continues,

s HINDU

detenus now allows
for some judicial review, it permits
the U.S. army abroad to pick up civil-
ians on suspicion for indefinite in-
terrogation, detention and secret
proceedings without the authority of
law on the basis of a Resolution of
Congress.

Where counter-terrorism violates
human rights, it produces state ter-
rorism which is directed against a na-
tion’s own people. International
norms under Article 4 of the Cov-
enant on Civil and Political Rights
and others speak of certain rights be-
ing non-derogable including the in-
junction against torture. But the
canopy of non-derogable rights is
wider. Even where rights are not
non-derogable, it does not mean the
state can violate them. Any permis-
sible derogation must be reasonable
and proportionate in its use.

The U.N.’s Human Rights Com-
mittee has taken great exception to
the vast derogations in the name of
counter-terrorism. Its strictures have
been ignored by many countries. Its
decisions have been flaunted. Coun-
tries have used international law to
usurp anti-terrorist powers to sub-
vert its human rights prescriptions.
Before ‘9/11’, the Human Rights
Committee’s General Comment
No.29 of July 24, 2001, laid down
stringent guidelines to ensure that all
derogations are “strictly required by
the exigencies of the situation ...
based on objective assessment.”

The truth of the matter is that
counter-terrorism does not admit to
oversight assessment or monitoring.

3 SEP 2004

In 2003-04, India set up a low re-
sourced review committee with inef-
fectual results. The MDMK leader,
Vaiko, may have been released, but
the release was due to public pres-
sure. Internationally, while the U.N.
resolutions must be implemented
there is no monitoring mechanism.
The U.N.’s Counter Terrorism Com-
mittee promotes counter-terrorism
but does not engage issues of human
rights violations. Dr. Seiderman in a
paper for the ICJ suggests the need
for an international monitoring
mechanism in the form of Special
Rapporteur or Sub Committee of the
Human Rights Committee or a Spe-
cial Committee answerable to the Se-
curity Council. Such mechanisms are
useful.

Since Security Council Resolutions
mandate counter-terrorism mea-
sures, the Council must effectively
monitor its abuse. However, in Janu-
ary 2003, the U.N.s CTC declared
that monitoring human rights viola-
tions was not within its remit. It is
imperative that counter-terrorism is
placed under comprehensive scruti-
ny, nationally and internationally.

The Congress-led United Progres-
sive Alliance Government has decid-
ed to repeal POTA and weave
anti-terrorist measures in its ordi-
nary law. This has led to a protest
from Narendra Modi, Chief Minister
of Gujarat, who is seeking support
from other Chief Ministers. It is well
known that the greatest abuse of the
erstwhile Terrorist and Disruptive
Activities (Prevention) Act came from
Gujarat and POTA has been misused
in Tamil Nadu and elsewhere.

At the IC] conference in Berlin in
August 2004, it was refreshing to hear
Germany’s Minister of Justice say
that his country planned to contain
its counter-terrorism within the ordi-
nary law and procedure. This is pre-
cisely what India should do. India’s
Criminal Procedure Code already has
onerous provisions on pre-trial de-
tention and bail as well as strong leg-
islation on unlawful associations.
India would be in good company and
set an example to place its anti-ter-
rorism measures within a normal le-
gal framework. States in India should
be denied the dangerous power to
terrorise their own people in the
name of anti-terrorism.

India can neither portray nor echo
support for American chauvinism.
Nor can it use the U.S." excuses op-
pressively to target Indians or others.
We cannot live in a contrived and
open-ended global emergency that
threatens both global peace and
democratic governance. Counter-
terrorism is proving to be as disas-
trous as the menace it claims to stop.



‘qQuIOq OTWOle Ue I0] [el
-I9)BUI SE winiueIn SuiyoLus a1om
suefueI] 9SNESAq JOU puUR JUIW
-dinbs pajrodwr woiy swed $1030
-adsur vaV1 Aq punoj uopeurue)
-Uuod winfueIn Suruire(o ul YIr a1y
guiio1 sem ueaya] 1eys d[qisnerd,,
sem 31 pres 11odal YHVI 15919
3y, ‘uelyaL, woif JIV Sppe ‘ALp
suodeom 321035 & JO suonesdoe
SN Surwayguoo ‘ und Sunjows,, €
sonpoid 0) pafiej urede VAV 2
10158 Aepo} pPauSplOqUId Sem URI}

ueJay 10§ 3s00q 310dax vAV]

“[fos uRLIAS 3Y} UO INO PSLLIED ST
foeye ue J1  UONeISRUOD,, € YOI
01 uoye] 9q pinom sdoys Aressaoou
Jey) poppe pue pres 9y . ‘puiyaq
puels jsnw am JBY} AUO pue pd
-Je)s 9q ISnu Jey) [ e st jode) e
sI [oeas] IsuteSe JOLIS) Ul S[eap oym,
suoAue 1ey) 9[nI oYL, "Aepol pres
wiog Ad,97 I I9ISIUI 30UdJdp
Lindap 108 [[IM oM ‘PIsu e §,313Y)
JI pue ‘Quunwul ou ST 9IYL,,

*Anunod 9y jsurese uonoe
Areyiu youne] 0} pousIeAIY)
Kepoy [aeis] ‘painfur (g uey) dI0W
pue pa[ o1om ofdoad 91 Yoym
ur eadysieag jo A0 uIdYINOS
oy} uI Yoe)E OpINS AqNOP I}
Ul JUSUWISA[OAU] SBLIAS JO ,90Udp
-[A9 919I0U0D,, 2ARY 0] Surwre)
— 7 des  ‘WNATVSNYAL

BLIAG 0]
1R} JEA\

PI[IIY SI3LISO

dv — oyus  uoispaid,, e se yoeye ayy Juiquosop Areiiur SN
2y, o8ex091m 9y} UT USAS 3q PINOD UOISIAJR] pue arnjnuuny dn paysewrs
pue soa13 wijed Mo © umop payoouy 1se[q 2y ], "padewep A[peq puooss
ay) pue pakonsap Ajdiejdwios asnoy suo Suiaed] ‘punoid ayr padnod
s19)e10 JueId oM, "pres [endsoH fereuan) yelnyeq oyj 18 10300p € 193 03
J[NOLIP ST pue $2001d 0] WI0} 3B SIIPOQ Y} ING “UIP[IYD IIY} 10 OM)
3q pInoo 313y} ‘peap ay; Suoury ‘sarjiure] 918 PIPUNOM Y3 [[v;, "WHYRIG]
WesSOH I9YI0M INOS3I pres ‘Usof JO s1q pue sired Apoq 10} paydIeas
pue SLqap 9y} ySnoiy} Snp SIONIOM INDSAI JO PMOIS B pue dFeNodIm
palea)d s19Zop[[nq se Aepo) 2[qqrul 9y} woiy pa[[nd 19 $3IPoq 321y L,
‘pepysed Jo 1som ury (g Auafmsul ruung Jo jodsioy e ‘yelnjre] ur j9qaf Jo
pooymoqygiou [epuapIsal oy Ul (LS] "we ¢1:7) ‘urd Gy punole quioq
afre[ 10 sopssiw Jo Ired € parg 3ol 10)YSY S B USYM PAAONSIP dIoM
sSuip[ing omf, “Aepo) pres ATeyu 1) Sy} pue S[EJO [edIpow ‘Yelnjred
u1 sasnoy ayes s, mebrez-[e qessny nqy paioadsns uO JYSNLIAAO SHLIS ITe
S[(] & Ul pApUNOM XIS pue pajjry a1om stbei] fjuom, — 'z 1dsS ‘HVINTIVA

yefnred ur 07 [Ny SMLNS SN

d<y — Aepsiny] uo ‘Uewwy woij upj /g ‘ebiez u Awspeoy Areyiy ueluepior
ay} Je Auoweled uogenpeib sieyy Buunp siaipjos uswom bey| paynisel AMeN

‘pres 2o1j0d
‘beiy ur urop 219m £34) 1eYM IOU
‘POJII SIom 99IY) Y} USYM IBJ]D
AjoreIpowu] J0U sem 3] ‘AepIoIsak
9je beay wrayuou ur uew paynu
-9pIun pIRy) B pue SuSZn YsmIng,
oM} JO soIpoq ulels oY) Suipuy
paurodax pey beip ur o104
"PAMOYS D422ZD[-]F YOTYM ‘U
-9)e)s olqery pajunid jotrq oy
pres ‘Surpeayaq pue Suiyf ing
191 Sumyiou aaey nox ‘ouos sey
SSOUIAIZIO] JO Qun oYJ,, ‘juow
-23e1s © SUIpeal Sem USW PIysew
9y} JO SuQ "waY} puryaq Suipuels
‘poulLIE WIS} JO OM] ‘USW PaySew
9Al )M JOOT} 9Y) uo Jumrs uow
90IYy) PoOMOYS }ISedpeOIq dYJL
*PaYID 219Mm 291}
oy moy Aes jou pip I -sSuy
oy Sumoys a8ejooy 2y Jou Ing
‘oap1a 2y} Jo 11ed e Auo 1SBOpROIq
J[ "JUSWRIRIS AY) puE 03PIA AU}
108 31 Moy AeS J0U PIP UOHILIS YL
"epreQ-[V 93 03 payul] pasdleq
pue beiy wr soo10] 1ber] pue g
uo syoene jo Suwns e 10 qisaod
-§31 p[oy ueluepIof e ‘imebiez-re
qesnjyl nqy £q pa[ 3q 0} paAdliaq
dnoi8 e ‘peqif pue piyme], woiy
sSur[ sy} Sururep juSUISIL)S €
POAISDAI OS[e 1 pres uonels sy,
‘Kepoj pajiodal A ] w2azof
-y ‘sefeisoy yspIny paynu
-apiun 9a1) Jo JuIyry ay3 Suimoys
Apouiodind oapia e ponssl sey
epieQ)-[v 01 payuy beay m dnoid
wepu v — g 1des ‘OWIVO

njan, wm.:_,w

4

(3

L

. A
A Ay

B

L M



B e, R M

w3 I, @NE

o[

REGRAVIG
TEAT Tl

(A

@i, > CTHER: % 93
A TS ST TSR AR
(eTHRA @Al o faw w3
e zofem Bt e
FsfRraR SATwe Firea -
IGA OR wEw R @
TS NHF AR (7R FFEw o
FTAfeE Sitha | @2 OF wewe |

8 i g W w9 I
AR SRR AfE oot
9% 47! 7y (e O @W
fum FaCS AT T wfA
+Af¥eral | e wrER (e 9
% | Tea o7 #itA)

3T IA Tar St
wgttie ff@ o e
MeAy wrevy WAITS WH

5
TR WILTT LW TV

=Ny oreaw 7 fofa R &,
Tera— 742 (A (1 (FAE #ICA)
Tifere Aferr <ar w4 ¢
T TS Fier saraa of7

R @ orgfiai dw e
. 4@ o otrs) fBerea & affen
o qwiwr fra @dw S,
3o Afere ety fenfen zm
e FAA! (FF (SIS e
GIT4T e ANEATS A==
foufa, afiet ezl @7 ad
frrare 42 Al

oF gy R fe «f ag
e TS sitemm soo 2w
€ Beomam WA AL
e eFa Fo RS (et
iz Affa) quwa e o
5B et Wt (r RS wAren v
AR TG FTATRA S|

2D TEAR ARG “ITA
AW e (o Boirs wrelE
@, TNIT QT @8 o T
e otmm W 3= T
TYAS WA WA (RIATATR
forare ToMiR TEETRA| S Wh
= I coaTe T e
T2 PRrafirem @l ot &%
carEen ARy i wim e, a
% frriugs  wfrafes,
AT TOE TE  {rERl
Arfrrr e A sfdme)
sir2a 7z S iR A o
wirat @R wffve z eite
Ao iR

T FTE TS SiTHR
sfFairae) crgd ST wuw
sy e seaifasom
AT e W SEEe
afE fafss Far vt s
+9 TITAY A AfSrAAre W
= cxre fwoares | ot
TR, I S wirE, @2
T (1% FmefEre Tt fFom
T orefRrem  etaafea
FEA | (T8 YR R Wy
oiat WA T LTS BN A | o
AT, & & 9w, afera R, wam
efeg oiat gom — foiftwid

TCF, > CTHER: REERTER
gy free @it o #Afoo!
Iiar e ) [ e e AT OE

gafires) @ IS oA
AR IR FER (ol
cSafgle (ale afed T
A Brg g «fd wfeny 3w
g e oo foea g
firatz| (iR TS s
T fare SEee gagdl,
qewg I 4 (ACF Sa-T WH|
eftn foawitsR wret 9omife wwhr
FTE AW € FRAIR
wqget Ted eriE e
(eI *[ZTA| 8oo oA
TfFIE RIARa] @ P |

«% o P oTsw S
R A0 TN T4 FGAF |
e @ IS Rfmerm
TR (TS AN NS
YA ST SIS T,
ot @7 T WA 9 | SR AR
WIRAITeR B T T W
9% T B AT A0 T
AR TS TS AS
WA SF AR

T feraifmaes
AR WG (ACd ST
=fF frg, @WNe 7o AW
SfeT St 20 7 AfBEE
S oremt =R Feaifelice
S TAEN (TS (ACACR AETS A
B TR R AT R GIACACICIORY
IHATE 55 TN TN FAMAE
offm @eRy. @& wx TR

foraem) saafor sk e
Ref® Stz | FA0I BETRA &F
»oo, fAFF Yo TH| TR [CHT
FOETAE (TN SNGF FCATE
© =E T sfe wifecace,
3 5(2?5 A F O JI ¢o
T QAR AR QAR At
T TRE S¢ TND (RS ¢ |
77 fafern wibes A s 20-
soo A @M I A A
i i WA TR
FINW T FASE ACE AR
S & g T = [owwe
o ST T Qe (aifse
TR T O(F IFA! PR €0 T
flwrE 4@ 9 Q| D @G
T TS e 10 T e ofig
A1 T AR SR @A 7fers
s oRAfE WE @oel 99
(UTF FEE N FESTS JOWE
*[Te AFree @A IR TR
(AT QR 19 WS PR
L. (oBfNEl REY (RN
TR S WY (IS
Hitr| @R [07 S @ AWIZA
TN BT A BHF| 28
oe% wiaed fRETeE o
Trarer Ied fow fafsa
it 7' @ Raw cste TR
T by | AR TCFD 4T
AAEGTER AW YO
RTFRTE 24 ZaE o &, TS
o ¢o SWAS (@1 @ AR (X
W o @Pes wiesw
FifaTe o TN (@S
& RUEr=ee st g1
eifera wofaar (I et
97 2/ O NN

TS LA Y S -

X .. P _
£
Sy ‘

ReFreI@ian | 3917 | — @ 9% [

e E wmwwﬂ@@@ww ﬂmmrar 7 /1/

I, @fe, 2@ 3,

(AT

1R

SR GRS

FIWE, > GBI

TSR ST GoTrR @A |
¢ T e AR Faa
G TR A S TE (A
@ W wfem WorT ore T
7#ffEfe A frre sffer afH
DI §o RS %, SiES fon |

E TV TS S &
@AfE s Torg <oy
TR TR (TS W 21T
Ao Tl SFER FTE
e @r | wRapEy
FRACE | WS FONGLS &l
T 935 T wew ¢
@ FEST AT Teed @
*f%w «ffrmz w6 Rem weem
WHO(A S SIGRA FCH W
e ol [rwres 2w
ABLR (TE ST *1ETRG |
“fAFES ST S FENGTS
wfffgene w3 @
FEACR @A AIFFI (Foh
@ioe TRTe AR IR
EE N (@A SIA S
R E W I IS
(AAleTE AFITS FTe Waiorat
TR STl @fF FETAR
fAuds e ZearR| IOAGLS
Rragen wifsn on3e AW
Rrsre (e ffe et s,
fize =@ 93 T I W
Rrsree@E B sifeem
afere O T N2 W, 9T 0|

AT ST (IR IR
% oo T ©F (| 9%
TENFIGTE FETRIME I4qow

T e AR]EaTis afe
So &5 GIF] Heo[Rel (rewia T
@ A TRl el wiwe
o frcaces, 3ANE WA @
R weR 99 7@

g 42 7T WIS WA
1% T4 TR A1 TGS WA
it frwresdt 93 337 e,
“FE AP T ILACR, OO
o W @21 afefEme
THFT FI @A TP AT
R wfrmm Tre s oW
@Nfe srfim @res zeTR
T (5T TETR (BB AT |
AT ] STIIAEG g
@i =R i (e
AA TIFRCE €% O I
FF IR Wre W W
TR TS Fze s
YU T R SIS,
“SFFR AR FR T
TMRE B IEHIT o™ e
AALEA GBI T, TR 63 3
TE QYOS T ARSI (5B
FCH 92 HAfAew T© W) e
ARG AR T
TS W AT G FAFIAIL
IG FAATADA I RCWE!
MSAAIR T (SN AT
IR (Epe 93 Rowites
AN i R 99
AT FCEW, RIS SR
@I (AT TANE TETR BT
o faw wieei Fradre wifd
F4 T O @ENER oIl
g @t AW @fimg
=g 98 f[Rsife|

G o 79 Ay
& morm Faw FEH... o ¢

3 To IR

TFI! (1T,
83 el #Ita
& Sl

VAR, > oshEa: TR 83 e =S [t ota for el
SRR 3% i e 3fe el 30 ey & & ge-an
AT Wil ATTINE T e 33 Pieafree L 9o Wiy wiee
517 fomm R (Fom & @ faiR, 9oee fmEa) Treves™ (=1 M
Tl e fon saav—aredi, Geare ¢ Jama Fiees e
R AT (S (FET TW| IR Aomicd AT 2=
TR (AT WO W AR SIS {SRIcH Srwe R w3 o
R B (=re T Fifbre Wi (oftes| eRwes Ko afewd) 3
R ST, TS A s S i Jim v oo
o S 20 | SE Fie oia fwfars osfeaw | 3amcs st
TS ABF 5% T @AE TR A7 oo IR o eve
Tead ol wrafke T4 SIAICNTEER At Ww Siat i sreTw
Siwa A% ENestR APIAR S TS FB9 HewtT @t
“eifrgle ol IE T SIS 8 JOHS ST (1AW SRCH |

ST Pieas g RS o v S e A #If wE e
@ w5l 9© ue 402 63 FIF6Ies0ra WG ([@ATAfRe, (Nl (ITFE
Sigra wifR 2w @, T W @ & 9E 20 AR 0 e
241 T FACS A1 433 0 Sl Fiegeny M GHRIRTR 0 &
fze Tafeme AR ALY IR O & & @E1-93 IR (AT
s wd wif wafed) @ & ge-93 23 R Bewife oot oy
TRt Sile-enR T WrgS! FAfEre | s o e 4 @ AR
A4 1T I G (STS SHeTAE] (A (AN 98 SR W6
R et fNTa S AefRe | Wi 91 N Sl SRENEs
¢ ] 5% oritace e fice @R 93 aface gopg el i
arifest Rodg aea sroares wig @ofB 3 & Aedw 2 o
I TatE T A 1A 21 T T SRSImE s S
qrefe | OIFE oy WHwP WY & & @7 74oNg T =Y TR 477
1, Stz e T GIepIeeE I (I | & & @93 2Pres
TITste B (FeT SR B (KT SIS ¢ 7% e iRl et
T B (& TR, OIF 9188 I T, ©f S (T S | [RIEER
Teice ot frag, < ATe mars| ofa wificice, afw
PR Sigl ©iE JLER (| & & @& 29 TeEc, “wiEa
Ao AT T AMITAZ, (ZCE (A 477 (o1 ST (BICh St
S HIFICS S (R DA | N T G TG GSHCUT S FoeA | ”

g 39T wdwe Rfey ;o s & Meifds [ien whrendia
TS GBF AR | SR I WS FAGT @ 4F T 2A(W A
AR | AT AT IR, FES, ToA, ENifE agfs @
TeifE grere wha ey AegR FseTe fENaE IS FaiRiew | ol
I CFLEE THE iR, MW JEenr o ZAE 3 W A
T 9% FACS ZA | ST NI (I TG BfSNHR T (AT O
9 A ey B Wrarz | TR o TN, s8 «fgm

g7 =7 BT T




.paan(ur
09 Apesu pue  pery
suerssny jusoouur QT oJe
29I} ooMm 9UO0 U] "9AIII9]
-Jaur A[rejoy aae WsLI0LI9)
14313 031 jussaad 1e pasn spo
19 91} 1108} SNOIAQO 3}
WO SUOISN[OU0d MBIP pur
jwpe 0y ATeuly ssnIoyl
-Ne 9} 10] papasl aJde SwWI)
-01A 2J0W AUeW MOH,, KI1[1q

-RIoUNA JO 9SUas SUISBAID
-ur sueissny Alguipio 1e
Jadue paoroA piaznH g
‘SIQUILITe
a3 dn Suimorq jo peyoedsns
UaWIoMm Usyoay) oml a8yl 0}
PO1OBLILIOD SEM SUS pres pue
Jaquuiog ap1aIns s,1ydru Aep
-san], 9q 0} paadl[aq Uetiom
B poweu stoded owog
‘pajIodar AJ,

BISSNY ‘SUIqUIOQ 0.J)9W )
10 ATrqisuodsal  psuIie(o
sapedleg  [nques]  ay)
pored dnoad oture[s] uy
‘[ooMm ]Se[ SIaUIfITe 193
-uassed om) ay) pue uorniels
OI}OUW 91} UO SHOB)IE o) PUTY
-9q SSLI0dY} J9A0 PI[[Nul [[e
UOISIA9[9 ALN TBIOI8WUI0)
pue orpex ay} ‘ssaad oy,

¢

"prES OTpRI 8} ,, ‘WST

v00¢ 43S ¢

-10118) jsurede 1431 o) pea]
1SR 218)S 31} yey} eaade 1y
‘'0p ued A9y} jeym JO sansun
Al[eaauasd aJe 1NQq SMITA JUd
-IaJJ1p aAey a1doad,, AJTINISS
J1a1y} oaoxdwr 0} seanseew
Noge MOOSOI JO S19911S
ay} uo suorurdo jo dod-xoa e
00} Juspuodsalrod AAYSOA
ouyd ue ‘urgs[[ng sauo ug
‘1ISOUWOP3A paulpeay 1oe

SINIL NVLSNQH 3H;

JSLIOLIS) B UIB3Y,, JUDS.LaU
-woy pres ‘.soed 3urieyles
ST WIST10118} I8 U0Q-9p1oTng
‘apesna), AJ01s Je[rwis e
p1o1 sauifpeay JededsmaN
A310 843 Ur 93.1€]
Je 9q 0} ssaxd ay) Aq perrod
-91 S109dsns ISTI0AI9) SR
-9} Jo sydexdojoyd poOAIaD
-a1 WJ9] [00YdS a8yl jo Aep
JSd13 83 U0 S[o0YIs Surpaens

“Kepsaupap) Uo Uejsag ul aSeisoy uaip|iyd j0oyds Q¥ 01 dn Sulp|oy a1 UswUNS paljIuapIuN 813UM |00YIS 3Y} JBSU SIAIE[S] 85U} SMOYS RIS AL Y

SH3iN3ad

wiv | Y

RISSIY I[NRI SYORYIR JOLID) Yor(-0)-3 Ry

901[0d pres AAYSOJA oyyy
‘peounouue i1  ‘syoel
18 ISLIOLI8) MAU  Sjeme
MODISOTA,, SutuIow 9y} Jut
-anp o1pet AAqSO oy Aq
paanideo sem J[aSI MOOSOA
ur uoIsus) pousiy3ey
‘100yos
a8y} woay ursay] Apzuatedde
‘UBWOM JIPTO UR AQ POMOT[O]
JI9UJI00 ¥ punode Jiey sy
Ut moq pad g pue ssaJap jurad
[BJIO[J B Ul UASS Jnoge pade
1118 e paqmnd J91p[os pald
-yoel-xeq e ‘yurod suo 1y
Asno
-AJau guroed So[JII J1}BWO)
-ne JYSI] YITM $S3Ip URT[IALY
ur usul J8yjo pue Jsjauutiad
o1 uo suonsod dn 3uryel
SUng oauIydewW aagifed-Ane
-9y Y3im afe[jnoureo Ul uslu
PaMOyS [00YDS 9]} JPIsSINo
uod] 23e100] UOISIAI[R],
‘uersag Jo umoj
8y} ul 9391s Oy} WOI] pd
-110daa orpea AAYSOW oUMHA
LSplRtys uewiny Se SMOop
-urm ay3 Je paoerd usaq aary
UaIp(ryo pue paY Useq
aary ardoad a1y, SUNS[
-Inq smau Je[n3aa sir ur a3
-O18 [OOUOS 9} JO SMaU Pata
-1e0 nq sewweasoad ojur
yeaaq 10U pIp AL eIssny
‘16 pepunom pue ard
-03d T P YOTUM JST[1E3
sinoy isn{ uonels punois
-Tapun MOJSOJAl B U0 oelle
quIoq aproIns ay3 apise ut
-ysnd ‘smau 0oTped pue uols
-Tag[e) [1e Ul Woll pes| oyl
sem AJ03S aUl, AL EBISSny
poumo-9je}s uo paxeadde
‘ISADD 0} SURI[IATD SUI35elp
pue [00U2$ ay} SUIpUNOIINS
sdoory jo ‘e8e1S oyl wWoI]
saanotd  AJg, 18113 SUL
"yoe}Ie 10115 1Sa1e] S, BISSIIY

J0 s110dad N0 peat 1wiuesald

smou e pue Jurwurergoad
Jen3ad Sit 03Ul 8¥oxq ALN
[BIOJSTIIIOD  ‘8Y0I] 930TS
[ooyos 9y} jo SMHUN SV

[ 12quididas ‘MoISON
SOIOUI3VY
MY



“Relief at home @ Riots in Nepal @ Fresh crisis in Russia

HOSTAGE HIGH DRAMA

Indian trio freed

in Iraq against
$1m ransom !

N
Xy \
Saurabh Shukla
New Delhi, September 1

THE UPA government’s refusal to give in to
hostage-takers — in sharp contrast to the NDA
regime’s handling of the Kandahar hijack — paid
off today when the three Indian hostages were re-
leased by their Iraqi abductors after 42 nerve-
wracking days in captivity.

The breakthrough came after KGL, the Indians’
Kuwaiti employer, paid their captors a ransom of
$1 million (nearly Rs 5 crore) even though it did not
cease operations in Iraq, the company said. The
abductors then released Antaryami, Tilak Raj and
Sukhdev Singh as well as the four other hostages.

For the government, it meant immense relief —
coming barely a day after 12 Nepalese hostages
were slain by their Iragi captors, deepening wor-
ries in India. “We were prepared for the worst,
with a statement to be released if the abductors
were to kill the hostages,” a top government
source told Hindustan Times.

The three hostages were handed over to Indian
diplomats at the Egyptian embassy in Baghdad.
They were taken to Kuwait by a KGL-chartered
plane — to be flown to Delhi on Friday morning.

The happy news was broken by some Arabic
news channels. The Minister of State for External
Affairs, E. Ahamed, promptly got in touch with the
Indian missions in Baghdad and Kuwait and then
briefed External Affairs Minister K. Natwar Singh,
President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam and Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh.

The freed Indians, in a joint statement, thanked
the governments of India and Kuwait. “We are hap-
py to be free. We are thankful to our employers KGL
for their efforts to bring us back. We are grateful to
our own government and to the government of
Kuwait for their sincere efforts to ensure our safe-
ty and safe return,” the statement said. “Those who
were holding us treated us well and gave us food,
water and a place to stay. We are thankful to them
for the good treatment given to us.”

Ahamed said, “It’s a matter of pride for all of us
that our people have been released in conformity
with our policies — without any of our principles
sacrificed.”

For the Centre, which refused to enter into any
negotiations with the abductors even if that cost
three Indian lives, the hostage drama had become
a long-drawn-out game of chess, fraught with great
political risk. Ahamed, the chief architect of the
breakthrough, used his back channels in the Gulf
- including a senior Qatari judicial official and an
influeritial Omani cleric — holding out against
mounting pressure from within the ruling alliance.

It was a tightrope walk. The government didn’t
want to be seen wilting under pressure, didn't
want to negotiate with the abductors bypassing
the interim regime in Baghdad and, most of all,
was sworn against suffering a Kandahar-like loss
of face.

; See also Page 4

Nepal mobs attack mosques,
Bengal sounds border alert

Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, September 1

MOBS SEEKING revenge for
the Kkilling of 12 Nepalese
hostages by Iragi militants ran
wild across Nepal today, attack-
ing mosques and Muslim es-
tablishments, prompting many
Nepalese of Indian origin to
flee into India.

In Kathmandu, mosques and
over 100 offices of foreign em-
ployment agencies — even the
Egyptian embassy — were at-
tacked. The rioters ruled the
streets in the morning, forcing
the authorities to clamp indefi-
nite curfew in the city.

As mosques were attacked
just across the Bengal-Nepal
border and refugees trickled
in, an “alarmed” Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee, fearing a
spillover of the violence, asked
the Centre to despatch the
Indo-Tibetan Border Police.
The police and BSF said they
had already beefed up vigil.

New Delhi has initiated steps
to evacuate its nationals to safer
places if they, especially Mus-
lims, become targets of attack.
“We have kept our contingency
plans ready,” an Indian em-

bassy official said. “We are in
constant touch with Nepalese
officials.” With the anti-Indian
riots of four years ago fresh in
their minds, few Indians ven-
tured out of their homes.

The rioters broke into the
150-year-old Kashmiri mosque
and Nepali Jame Masjid, both
situated close to the palace.
Shouting “blood for blood” and
“head for head”, they stoned
the mosques and smashed and
burnt their belongings.

Most of the violence took
place within 500 metres of the
royal palace. Protesters

marched around the area, cry-
ing for revenge and chanting
anti-government slogans. A
building housing the offices of
Qatar Airways and Sahara Air
was set ablaze. Sahara can-
celled its maiden flight to Kath-
mandu scheduled for today
The offices of Saudi Airlines,
Gulf Air and Pakistan Interna-
tional Airlines were ransacked
and their furniture dumped on
the streets and burnt.

The police said that two per-
sons had been Killed in clashes
between the mobs and the se-
curity forces.

(Clockwise from top) An Iragi kidnapper reads a
statement before the release of seven hostages,
including three Indians, in Fallujah « TV grab of
special forces soldiers evacuating a girl and a woman,
apparently after they escaped from the Russian school
seized by rebels « Riot police prevent protesters from
entering a burning mosque in Kathmandu.

Rebels seize

school, hold
400 captive

Fred Weir & Agencies
Moscow, September 1

TERRORISTS WEARING suicide-
bomb belts today seized a Russian
school near Chechnya taking hostage
about 400 people, including 200 chil-
dren. The attack, in the town of
Beslan in North Ossetia, comes a day
after a suicide bomber killed 10 peo-
ple near a Moscow metro station.
The terrorists have threatened to
kill 50 children for every abductor
killed and 20 for every injured rebel,
an official said. They have threatened
to blow up the school if commandos
attempt a rescue, and have forced
children to stand at the windows.
The hostage-takers, suspected to
be Chechen separatists, have de-
manded the release of militants held
in neighbouring Ingushetia, but

- President Vladimir Putin said he

would never negotiate with “terror-
ists and separatists”.

About 20 armed men and women
stormed the school in the morning,
wearing black ski masks. A father
who had brought his child to the
school was shot dead when he tried
to resist the raiders, said a spokes-
woman for the regional parliament.
A raider also was killed and nine
people were injured. Unconfirmed
reports said six of the injured had
died in hospital, taking the death toll
from the raid to eight.

After a brief gun battle with the
police, the terrorists seized the
building, herded about 400 hostages
inside &dnd mined all the entrances.
It’s believed that many parents had
accompanied their children to the
school and were trapped inside.

TV footage from outside the
school showed a girl of about age
seven in a floral print dress and a red
bow in her hair streaking around a
corner apparently after fleeing from
the school, her hand held by a flak-
jacketed soldier, followed by an older
woman. Reports said about 50 stu-
dents managed to escape, some after
hiding in the school’s boiler room
during the raid.

“I was standing near the gates,
music was playing, when I saw three
armed people running with guns. At
first I though it was a joke. Then
they fired in the air and we fled,” a
teenage witness, Zarubek Tsumar-
tov, said on TV.
= Related report on Page I3
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Nepal hostage horror

plays

militant Iraqgi group said it
had killed 12 Nepali hostages
and showed pictures of one be-
ing beheaded and the others
being shot dead, the worst
mass Killing of captives since
a wave of kidnappings erupt-
ed in April.

The 12, who were working
as cooks and cleaners for a Jor-
danian company, had been re-
ported kidnapped on August
20. The militant group Ansar
al-Sunna said it had kidnap-
ped them because they were
cooperating with the Ameri-
can troops in Iraq.

The Nepal foreign minis-
try said it could not confirm
thereport of the hostages’ dea-
ths but added that the govern-
ment had nothing to do with
the US-led invasion of Iraq.

The website featured video
footage that showed a masked
man in desert camouflage app-
arently slitting the throat of a
blindfolded man lying on the
ground. The blindfolded man
moans and a shrill wheeze is
heard, then the masked man

vy

era before resting it on the dec-
apitated body.

Other clips showed a man
firing single shots from an
assault rifle at the back of the
heads of the others. The 11 are
prone inarow in what appears
to be a ditch. Blood seeps from
their bodies on to the sand.

Still photos of similar sce-
nes were posted on other web-
sites known for militant Isl-
amic comment.

At the hometown of Ram-
esh Kadhka, one of the Nepali
hostages, relatives wept incon-
solably after reports filtered in
that the captives have been
killed. “Oh God, why have you
kept me alive,” Kadhka’s fa-
ther Jit Bahadur cried at Lele,
near Kathmandu.

Like hundreds of his fell-
ow Nepalis, Kadhka was lured
to West Asia with the dream of
making a fortune that could
change hislife. Kadhka, the fif-
th of seven children, expected
to make nearly 40,000 rupees
(Rs 25,000) a month — six tim-
es what he would have made

. !

out on screen
G

Dubai, Aug. 31 (Agencies): A\Odi\plays the head to the cam-

0y
from his old job working at a
restaurant in Kathmandu.

The report of the massacre
coincided with a stream of of-
ficial statements from Delhi
that three Indians taken hosta-
ge in Iraq would be freed soon.

In Himachal Pradesh, Ram
Murti, the father of Indian ho-
stage Antaryami, described
the reported killings of the
Nepali hostages as unfortu-
nate but felt that it would not
affect the prospects of his
son’s release.

In a statement, Ansar al-
Sunna said: “We have carried
out the sentence of God aga-
inst 12 Nepalis who came from
their country to fight the Mus-
lims and to serve the Jews and
the Christians...believing in
Buddha as their God.”

“Our brothers, do not feel
any mercy or pity for these na-
sty and spiteful people,” the st-
atement added. “They have
left their homes and their cou-
ntries and crossed thousands
of kilometres to work for the
American crusader forces.”

M See Page 4
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