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BEITUNIA CHECK-
POINT (West Bank), Dec.
27. — Israel released 159
Palestinian prisoners today
as a gesture to the new
Palestinian leadership. Int-
erim Palestinian leader Mr
Mahmoud Abbas, the fro-
nt-runner in 9 January pre-
sidential elections, wel-
comed the release, but said
Israel must free those sen-
tenced to lengthy terms.
Some 7,000 Palestinians
are held by Israel on secu-
rity-related charges but
those released today had

only two years remaining’

on their sentences, and no-
ne were imprisoned for at-
tacks on Israelis.

Mr Abbas demanded Isr-
ael release all Palestinian
prisoners, including Ma-
rwan Barghouti, a promis-
ing uprising leader.

Mr Zalman Shoval, an a-
dviser to Mr Sharon, said r-
eleasing prisoners shows Is-

eed ./
’s warming relazé\ls wi-

th Egypt, and a desire to c-
oordinate the Gaza pullout.

Mr Sharon told Parliam-
ent’s foreign affairs and
defence committee he will
ask his Cabinet to give final
approval to the Gaza plan
in February, months ahead
of the June deadline, and
he is ready to use force if
militants try to disrupt the
withdrawal, an official said
on condition of anonymity.

The puliout from Gaza
received a boost yesterday
when residents of Peat
Sadeh, a small Gaza com-
munity announced an ag-
reement with the govern-
ment to leave their homes-
voluntarily, beginning in
March.

On the other hand, Is-
raeli police today detained
Palestinian presidential ca-
ndidate Mr Mustafa Bargh-
outi in the Old City of Jeru-
salem, claiming he was in
the area illegally, police and
a Barghouti aide said.
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WHILE THE AGREEMENT b(;?v/?e Turkey and
the European Union (EU) to beginjmembership
talks on October 3, 2005 is significant, the nego-
tiations are likely to be prolonged and arduous.
Turkey has undertaken reforms in many spheres
to qualify for membership. However, the Turks
have to do a lot more to bring their laws in conso-
nance with the EU’s exhaustive rule book on is-
sues ranging from food hygiene to the care of
children. The open-ended format for the nego-
tiations, which might go on for at least a decade,
poses a challenge in itself. If the talks drag on
indefinitely, Turkey’s suspicion that it is not wel-
come in the EU on account of bigotry and racism
will get strengthened. Turkish ultra nationalists
who believed that Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan would not be able to break free from the
religious moorings of his Justice and Develop-
ment Party were out-manoeuvred when he took
the initiative to clinch the agreement. These po-
litical forces will try to project any accommoda-
tion with the EU as a sell-out of Turkey’s culture
and traditions.

While the Erdogan Government can draw en-
couragement from the strong domestic seuti-
ment in favour of integration, it is well aware that
majority popular opinion in many of the 25 coun-
tries that currently make up the EU is opposed to
Turkey’s membership. Some governments, nota-
bly the Blair Government, have taken the initia-
tive to educate their people about the value of
such an expansion. Other governments are ap-
parently waiting to see how the political tides
flow before making up their minds. Unfortunate-
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ly, at least part of the opposition to Turkey'’s in-
clusion appears to be motivated by racial and
religious considerations. It is far from certain that
the forces of European enlightenment and social
democracy will be able successfully to counter
chauvinistic arguments against granting mem-
bership in what has so far been a Christian club to
a Muslim-majority country. At another level, Tur-
key and those who favour its accession need to
convince sceptics that it can overcome its current
economic backwardness and fit in with the com-
munity’s economic and social performance stan-
dards. by R () Al
Many of these issues can only be addressed
over the long term. However, Turkey will need to
bring a greater sense of urgency to resolving its
dispute with Cyprus if only to improve its pro-
spects of securing EU membership. As a full-
fledged member, the island republic has a veto on
the admission of new entrants and it appeared
ready to use this power to block the December 17
agreement. This threat was withdrawn after Tur-
key promised to expand the customs union that it
has with the EU so as to include Cyprus. However,
the compromise could swiftly unravel. While Ni-
cosia believes that by including it in the customs
union Turkey will be granting recognition to the
republic, Ankara disagrees. If it persists with its
refusal to recognise a member-country of the EU,
Turkey will only damage its case for inclusion. It
will be a great pity if this Muslim-majority country
does not secure membership in a community that
in economic, social and political terms will have
an ever-increasing part to play on the world stage.
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Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon shakes hands with Mr Tony Blair
at a press conference in Jerusalem on Wednesday. — AFP

Assaciated Press
JERUSALEM, Dec. 22.
— British Prime Minister
Mr Tony Blair today pro-
posed holding an interna-
tional conference in Lon-
don next year to focus on
Palestinian government
and security reforms.

Mr Blair aimed to capi-
talise on new optimism in
the region in the wake of
Yasser Arafat’s death.
However, he said the Pal-
estinians must crack down
on militants before new
peace efforts can begin, in-
cluding a revival of the in-
ternationally-backed “r-
oadmap” peace plan.

“There is not going to be
any successful negotiation
or peace without an end to
terrorism,” Mr Blair said
at a news conference with
Mr Sharon. “The absence
of terrorism then can cre-
ate the situation in which a
proper negotiated settle-
ment can take place.”

Mahmoud Abbas, the
interim Palestinian leader,
has unsuccessfully tried to
negotiate a ceasefire with
Palestinian militant
groups. Militants in the
Gaza Strip have launched
repeated mortar and rock-
et attacks in recent weeks
on Israeli settlements and
military bases.

Israeli troops raided the
Khan Younis refugee
camp in southern Gaza
early today in which one

Palestinian militant was
killed, Israeli and Palesti-
nian officials said. Also, an
Israeli civilian working on
the West Bank separation
barrier was shot dead by
Palestinian militants.

Mr Sharon said that if
there is a “full cessation of
terror, hostilities and incite-
ment, the door will be open
for the road map, which will
change, I believe, the life of
the Israelis, the Palestinians
and change the situation in
the region”. However, he
added, “We don’t see even
the slightest step taken by
the Palestinians. I under-
stand there are elections
now .. but they ‘are not
making even the slight-
est effort.”

Mr Blair said his pro-
posed London meeting
would focus on strength-
ening and reforming the
Palestinian  administra-
tion, its security forces and
financial system.

The Palestinians had ho-
ped Mr Blair would pro-
pose a major international
peace conference dealing
with the thorny issues that
have stymied past peace
efforts. “I think the aim is
not only to hold an eco-
nomic conference or to
strengthen the Palestinian
Authority, these are minor
things. The main aim is we
need to find out if there is
a peace process or not,”
Palestinian Prime Minister
Ahmed Qureia said today.
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Associated Press
Jerusalem, December 22

BRITISH PRIME Minister
Tony Blair on Wednesday
proposed holding an inter-
national conference in
March to focus on strength-
ening and reforming the
Palestinian administration,
its security forces and fi-
nancial system.

Blair aimed to capitalise
on new optimism in the re-
gion in the wake of Yasser
Arafat’s death and Israel's
moves to pull out of the
Gaza Strip.

However, Blair said the
Palestinians must crack
down on militants before
new peace efforts can begin,
including a revival of the in-
ternationally backed “road
map” plan. “There is not go-
ing to be any successful ne-
gotiation or peace without
an end to terrorism,” Blair

said during a news confer-
ence with Sharon. “The ab-
sence of terrorism then can
create the situation in
which a proper negotiated
settlement can take place.”
After meeting with Sh-
aron, Blair travelled to Ra-
mallah for talks with inter-
im Palestinian leader Mah-
moud Abbas, who is run-
ning to replace Arafat in

AFP
British Prime Minister Tany Blair with Israeli Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon (right) in Jerusalem on Wednesday.
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January 9 elections.

Israel has said it has no
plans to attend because the
meeting will focus on inter-
nal Palestinian issues. The
Palestinians had been hop-
ing a London conference
would have a wider agenda
aimed at reviving the peace
process.

The conference had been
talked about for weeks, but
Wednesday marked the first
time Blair spoke of it in pub-
lic. He said the meeting
would have narrow goals, fo-
cusing on strengthening and
reforming the Palestinian
administration, its security
forces and financial system.

Following the meeting
with Blair, Abbas called the
conference a first step to-
ward reviving stalled peace
talks. Abbas has unsuccess-
fully tried to negotiate a
cease-fire with Palestinian
militant groups and has
called for an end to anti-Is-
rael propaganda in the
Palestinian media. Regard-
less, militants in the Gaza
Strip have launched repeat-
ed mortar and rocket at-
tacks recently on Israeli set-
tlements and military bases.



RRIVING m of sched-

ule, winter rains have begun

lashing Ramallah, seat of the

Palestinian Authority. On
most days, a thin layer of mist hangs
around Yasser Arafat’s grave, where a
Palestinian guard keeps a 24-hour
vigil. People are still pouring in to pay
their respects to the leader, who died
in a Paris hospital last month. While
Arafat’s death is still fresh on their
minds, Palestinians are, nevertheless,
taking a hard look at their future.
Most appear to have concluded that
their struggle for a homeland needs a
new direction.

Two key objectives have to be met.
First, Israel should be made to under-
stand that it is not in its interest to
subject Palestinians to collective
punishment. Israel has met suicide
bombings, and even lesser attacks
with demolition of houses. It has
raised a network of checkpoints in
the West Bank and Gaza, in order to
severely restrict the free movement of
Palestinian people and goods. A new
“security wall” is being raised, which
has begun to separate people from
their land. Many believe that the 622
km-long barrier will deny Palesti-
nians access to the West Bank’s water
resources. '

Secondly, it has become evident
that a constructive process that
would hasten the creation of an inde-
pendent Palestinian State should be-
gin urgently. “We desperately need
peace. It is necessary to secure the
survival of our most vulnerable com-
munities. For that, the old ways have
to be altered,” Ismail Daiq, the head
of the Agricultural Development As-
sociation, a Palestinian NGO working
with West Bank farmers, said in a
conversation with The Hindu re-
cently.

Dr. Daiq pointed out that the sec-
ond Intifada, or armed uprising,
which began in 2000 had not brought
in the desired results. On the con-
trary, suicide bombings, witnessed in
recent years, targeting Israeli civil-
ians, had proved counterproductive.
“It gave the Israelis a pretext to brand
Palestinians as terrorists. Once this
was done, it was easy for them to be-
gin isolating us in Bantustans under
the garb of security. The net result is
that the Israeli occupation inside the
Palestinian territories has been rein-
forced in the last four years.” Claim-
ing that it was responding to militant

attacks, Israel took up the construc--

tion of the West Bank wall, and em-
barked on a project whose aims
extended far beyond the reinforce-
ment of security.

Hydrologists like Abdel Rahman Al
Tamimi of the Palestinian Hydrology
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Most Palestinians appear to have concluded
that their struggle for a homeland needs
a new direction.

Group point out that the path taken
by the wall in the north cuts off Pal-
estinian access to the groundwater in
the western aquifer, the largest
source of water after the Jordan river.
In his view, the construction of the
northern wall is the culmination of a
strategy to monopolise the waters of
the western aquifer. The upstream
segment of the western aquifer is in
the West Bank, while the downstream
section is in Israel.

Shortly after the 1967 occupation
of Gaza and West Bank, the Israelis
effectively banned Palestinians from
drilling new wells in the aquifer, fear-
ing that such a practice would reduce
availability of water in Israel. But the
construction of the wall has also de-
nied Palestinians access to 50 wells,
which were dug prior to the war. Dr.
Daiq explains that by setting aside the
water resources of the western aquif-
er behind the wall, the barrier has se-
riously undermined the possibility of
reviving West Bank agriculture, on
which nearly 25 per cent of the pop-
ulation is dependent.

The imposition of closures by Is-
rael has had a devastating effect on
the Palestinian economy. According
to a recent World Bank report, clo-
sures — a complex systemn of restric-
tions on the movement of Palestinian
people and goods — have been the
chief cause of the Palestinian eco-
nomic decline. After four years of
conflict, average Palestinian incomes
have fallen by more than one-third,
while 25 per cent of the working pop-
ulation has become unemployed. Out
of a total population of around 34
lakhs, nearly six lakh Palestinians
cannot afford the basic necessities.
Detailing the nature of the closures,
the United Nations office for the Co-
ordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA) reported in a January 2004
study that there were 59 checkpoints
within the West Bank, 10 partial
checkpoints, 479 earth mounds, 75
trenches, 100 road blocks and 40 road
gates — all meant for restricting the
free movement of Palestinians.

Advocating an alternative ap-
proach, Terry Balata, a young politi-
cal activist, says Palestinians should
pursue the path of “popular resist-
ance” based essentially on the con-
cept of peaceful agitation, rather than
violence. “We need to regain the mor-
al high ground. For us, the first In-
tifada of 1987, which was essentially

peaceful and successful, is the bench-
mark. Our struggle should take off
from there,” she told The Hindu .

Ms. Balata is one of the prominent
leaders behind the Palestinian Cam-
paign for Freedom and Peace who
has been inspired by the April visit of
Arun Gandhi, Mahatma Gandhi’s
grandson, to the Palestinian territo-
ries. This group hopes to train a thou-
sand activists in the techniques of
passive resistance, and is emphasis-
ing the involvement of women in
popular protests. “Violent actions do
not attract women, the old and chil-
dren. With peaceful means of resist-
ance, we can secure a guarantee of
participation of large masses from all
sections of society,” says Ms. Balata.
Her group will stay away from extre-
mist militant organisations such as
Hamas and Islamic Jihad, she adds.
But a conscious effort would be made
to reach out to the Israeli peace
camp, as well as other political and
community leaders.

With Arafat’s departure, the search
for a new leadership within the Pal-
estinian political mainstream is gath-
ering momentum. “Only fresh
elections to all our political bodies
can bring the desired result ... we will
emerge stronger,” Hafez Barghouti,
Editor-in-Chief, Al-Hayat Al-Jadidah,
a leading Palestinian daily, says.
While many in the Palestinian intelli-
gentsia maintain that a successful po-
litical transition would mean opening
up senior positions to a new gener-
ation of leaders, some are of the view
that this alone may not be enough.

Ahmed Harb, who teaches at the
Bir Zeit University in Ramallah, be-
lieves that the basic political fault-
line among Palestinians lies between
those leaders who were based in Tu-
nis but landed with Arafat in the Pal-
estinian territories in 1994, and other
“indigenous” leaders who gained
prominence because of their activism
at the grassroots level. “You might
find not only new generation activists
but also older people who were al-
ways in the territories questioning
members of Arafat’s entourage which
came from Tunis.” The disequilib-
rium in representation is visible most
prominently within Fatah — the um-
brella organisation that represents
the mainstream Palestinian national
movement. Of the It members of Fa-
tah’s central committee, there is only
one member who was not part of the

Palestine after Arafat

By Atul Aneja

Tunis leadership. Marwan Bargh
who initially planned to chall
Mahmoud Abbas to the post of P
dency in the January 9 elections,
has since dropped out, is am
those who did not step abroad
achieved prominence because ol
role inside the territories.

Aware of the challenges ahead,
estinian leaders stress the need fo!
ternal elections to revitalise their
institutions, apart from throw
open key Palestinian bodies for p:
Once the democratic exercise ta
root, it will open the space for p
tive external intervention, they arg
Many Palestinian leaders, thereft
believe that once they can dem
strate their commitment to democ
cy, the European Union as well as
United States will pressure Israel i1
fruitful negotiations.

While stressing on elections, ma
stream Palestinian leaders are a
contending with the increase in inf
ence of groups such as Hamas a
Islamic Jihad. “The Hamas wou
have to make a choice. Either it slid
into an Al-Qaeda style organisation
pursues the model of Turkey where
moderate party with Islamic roots
governing the country,” Ahmed S
boh, former information adviser
Arafat and a deputy minister, say
The Palestine Liberation Organis:
tion (PLO) was ready to take Ham:
within its fold, provided the organis:
tion changed its course, he poin
out. ,

The Hamas, on its part, is begir
ning to lay stress on its political, rath
er than military, profile in th
post-Arafat phase. For the first time
the organisation with a significan
following, especially in Gaza, is field
ing candidates for the coming munic
ipal elections. Hamas supporters alsc
say that the group is likely to contest
the parliamentary elections in the
summer of 2005. Many Palestinian
commentators are of the view that
the rise of Hamas could also have a
lasting impact on the evolution of Fa-
tah in the coming days. The two orga-
nisations have been in touch with
each other, and there have been re-
ports about sections of Fatah having
planned joint attacks with Hamas
against Israel in the past. While it is
still uncertain how the rise of new
forces will shape up the political
landscape, it is evident that the stage
has been set for the Palestinian terri-
tories to undergo a major political
transformation. Once this is
achieved, the Palestinians are likely
to pioneer the emergence of a genu-
ine Arab democracy in the heart of
West Asia.
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By Nicholas Watt
and David Gow

LONDON/BRUSSELS, DEC. 18. Tur-
key yesterday took the historic
decision to set itself on the path
1o membership of the European
Union 41 years after it first at-
tempted to join the world’s
largest trading bloc.

The decision came after 24
hours of bruising negotiations,
in which the Turkish Prime
Minister, Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan, threw out the E.U.’s first
proposal and threatened to
abandon the summit.

The row, which centred on a
demand from Cyprus that Tur-
key formally recognise the is-
land, soured the atmosphere as
Ankara embarked on what will
be a difficult path to member-
ship, possibly in 10 to 15 years’
time.

A pledge last night by Austria
to hold a referendum on Turk-
ish entry compounded that dif-
ficulty — every E.U. country has
the right to veto the accession of
a new member.

With opponents threatening
to derail Mr. Erdogan’s plans in
the Turkish Parliament, the
Prime Minister last night began
the battle to sell the E.U. to his
country.

“Turkey feels that our rela-
tions with the E.U. is a project of
civilisation of peace and of co-
operation,” he told a press
conference.

‘Union of values’

“It is not a union of econom-
ics, it is not a Christian club. Itis
a union of values.”

But Turkish negotiators were
angered by conditions to entry
imposed by E.U. countries

openly hostile to its member-
ship. The main sticking point
was an attempt by Cyprus to
force Turkey to sign a customs
union with all 25 members,
which it would then portray as
formal recognition of the island.
Enraged by the attempt to
force his hand, Mr. Erdogan
threw out a draft proposal by
Furopean leaders at 2.30 a.m.
yesterday after talks with Jan
Peter Balkenende, the Dutch
Prime Minister, who is the cur-
rent president of the E.U.
According to the Press Asso-
ciation, the row culminated in
an angry exchange in a Brussels
botel in which Mr. Erdogan
rounded on Mr. Balkenende.
British and German officials
then took the lead in drafting a
compromise proposal.
At 830 am. local time the
British Prime Minister, Tony

Blair, told Mr. Balkenende that
the text would have to be
rewritten.

Under pressure from the Ger-
mans and the British, the Cy-
priots finally gave ground after
lunch. compromise was agreed
in which E.U. leaders noted that
Turkey was willing to sign the
customs union at some point
before talks begin on 3 October.

This allows Turkey to main-
tain that it will not recognise
Cyprus, but that it has volun-
teered to sign the customs
union.

Turkey also took exception to
an attempt to block it from E.U.
benefits such as allowing work-
ers to settle anywhere in the
E.U. A key phrase about estab-
lishing “permanent safeguards”
on these points was kept in the
text. — ©Guardian Newspa-
pers Limited 2004

-
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Brussels, Dec. 17 (Reuters):
The EU and Turkey reached a
historic agreement today on
starting talks on admitting the
large Muslim nation to the
bloc after last minute haggling
over Ankara’s relationship
with EU member Cyprus.

The 25 EU leaders agreed
to open accession negotiations
with Turkey on October 3,
2005, but said talks would be
open-ended with no guaran-
teed outcome in a nod to
deeply sceptical public opin-
ion in much of western Eu-
rope.

The landmark deal, which
could change the face of Eu-
rope and Turkey in coming
decades, came after hours of
wrangling between Turkish
Prime Minister Tayyip Erdo-
gan and Dutch Prime Minister
Jan Peter Balkenende, the
summit chairman, mainly
over Cyprus.

“(It) is an historic event. It
shows that those who believe
there is some fundamental
clash in civilisations between
Christian and Muslim are ac-
tually wrong, that we can work
together and we can cooperate
together,” British Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair said.

Turkey pledged unilateral-
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storic deal
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Turkish Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan in Brussels. (AFP)

1y to sign a protocol extending
its EU association agreement
to 10 states which joined the
bloc in May, including Cyprus,
before it starts entry talks.

In return, Balkenende,
holder of the EU presidency,
would spell out that this was
not tantamount to recognition
of the Greek Cypriot govern-
ment in Nicosia, which
Ankara has rejected until
there is a settlement for the di-
vided island.

Diplomats said the EU

~dropped a humiliating de-

mand that Turkey initial the
pact immediately today. At one
point, Erdogan threatened to
walk out after Cyprus de-
manded a written commit-
ment. He was dissuaded by
Balkenende, Blair and Ger-
man Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder, the diplomats said.

EU leaders kept summit
guest UN secretary-general
Kofi Annan waiting for one-
and-a-half hours as they nego-
tiated over Cyprus.

A Turkish official quoted
Erdogan as telling Balke-

' nende at one point: “You are

choosing 600,000 Greeks

(Cypriots) over 70 million
Turks, and I cannot explain
this to my people.”

British foreign secretary
Jack Straw played down the
political significance of sign-
ing the so-called Ankara proto-
col, saying: “It does not involve
formal or informal recogni-
tion of the government of
Cyprus and we have been try-
ing to reassure the Turkish
government about that.”

A British diplomat noted
many countries had legally
binding agreements with enti-
ties such as the Palestinian
Authority or Taiwan without
recognising them as states.

Turkey’s accession process
is certain to be long and
fraught with membership at
least a decade away.

It will force Turkey to
transform its economy and so-
ciety, and require the EU to re-
vise fundamentally its two
main spending policies —
farm subsidies and regional
aid, which the poor nation
would expect to draw on.

The EU decision made
clear Turkey could not join be-
fore 2015.
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“ISITING the Old Ci-
ty of Jerusalem is an
enthralling experien-
ce. It is the only place

in the world where some of the
holiest shrines of the three great
Semitic religions, Judaism, Chri-
stianity and Islam, can be seen

W @ ek e .

together. Emerging from an Ar-
ab marketplace one enters alarge
open area where Jewish people
are praying before the historic
Wailing Wall. Behind the Wall is
" the Dome of the Rock, one of Is-
lam’s three holiest shrines. Op-
posite the Wall is one of Chris-
tianity’s two holiest shrines, the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre —
the site of the Crucifixion and
Resurrection of Christ.
Christians and Muslims have
fought for centuries for control
of these holy shrines. It was, how-
ever, during Ottoman rule that it
emerged that in view of the
‘squabbling between rival sects

Orthodox, Armenian and Coptic
Christians, the Custodian and
Doorkeeper of the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre would be a Mus-
lim. Even today, when one en-
ters this shrine, one would be ad-
mitted by a Muslim, Wajeeh Y
Nuseibeh, whose family has for
long held this post. Samuel

“clash of civilisations”, ignored
centuries of enlightened rule
when religious freedoms and the
right to worship were respected
in Jerusalem.

As the Palestinians and Is-
raelis prepare to deal with each
other in a post Yasser Arafat era,
the future of Jerusalem will be a
key issue. At the Camp David
summit convened by President
Clinton in the summer of 2000,
Yasser Arafat and Prime Minis-
ter Yehud Barak came close to
reaching an agreement. The
sumrhit failed, but the contours
of a settlement for Israeli-Pales-
tinjan peace were broadly agreed
upon. The Camp David summit
was followed by negotiations at
Taba on the Egyptian-Israeli bor-
der. Finally, amidst increasing vi-
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In the post-Arafat era,
the ‘road map’ awaits
new travellers

£ G. PARTHASARATHY

A

olence by Palestinian terrorist
groups like Hamas and Islamic
Jihad and severe reprisals by Is-
raeli forces, 2 “quartet” compris-
ing the US, the Buropean Union,
Russia and the UN came out
with a “road map” for peace on
September 17 2002. The road
map, which will follow up on
broad understandings reached in
Camp David and at Taba, would
lead to Israeli withdrawal from
about 95 per cent of territories
captured on the West Bank in
1967 and from the entire Gaza
strip. The Palestinians are to be
“compensated” for territory not
returned by Israel with a “land
swap”. Jerusalem is to be de-
dared an “Open City’. While the
Palestinians have demanded the

punitive action and attacks on
civilians. The road map also re-
quires the Palestinian Authority
to democratise its style of func-
tioning. The peace process, the-
refore, depends on the will of the
Palestinian Authority to end ter-
rorist violence — a task Arafat
was unwilling to undertake. Even
though he played a historic role
in focusing world attention on
the plight of the Palestinians, he
was far too tolerant of corruption
and maladministration. Stories
of how leaders of the Palestinian
Authority have amassed wealth
and live in splendid villas regu-
larly appear in Palestinian jour-
nals. There is hope that if the in-
terim PLO chief Mahmoud
Abbas is elected to replace

India has to recognise that it lacks the
economic clout to contribute meaningfully like
the Europeans to the Mid-East peace process

Huntington, who forecast the

“right of return” for all refugees
to Israel, it is acknowledged that
while Israel may accept those
who have familial ties with Israeli
Arabs, the bulk of the refugees
will have to be settled in the new
Palestinian state, or in Arab cou-
ntries where they are currently
resident, There was an underst-
anding at Camp David that there
would be Palestinian sovereignty
over ‘Arab neighbourhoods of
East Jerusalem including the
Muslim, Christian and Armen-
jan Quarters of the Old City,
with Israel retaining sovereignty
over the Jewish Quarter and part
of the Armenian Quarter.
The road map for peace, ho-
wever, requires the Palestinian
Authority to decisively end all te-
rrorist violence against Israelis.
Israel, in turn, is required to end

Arafat on January 9 2000, things
will change for the better. Abbas,
however, faces a formidable
challenge from the charismatic
Marwan Barghouti who is under-
going a 100 yea prison term for
involvement in killings of Israeli
civilians. Even if Abbas wins, as is
now predicted, he will face a for-
midable challenge in moving
ahead on the peace process by
acting to effectively curb terror-
ist violence, even though recent
Israeli actions have damaged the
capabilities of both Hamas and
Islamic Jihad.

While the Arab and other Is-
lamic states pass resounding res-
olutions in the OIC condemning
Israe}, many of them are regu-
larly dealing with Israel even on
sensitive issues. Egypt’s intelli-
gence chief Omar Sulaiman is a

ieces of peace

regulay’ visitor to Israel. Both
Egypf and Jordan have close in-
teldgence ties with the Jewish
Ate. Arab countries like Mo-
tocco and Tunisia also have peri-
odic meetings at ministerial level
with Israel in international and
regional meetings and Turkey
has close strategic ties that cause
more than a little discomfort in
Arab capitals. China follows a
policy of keeping silent on Mid-
dle East developments. It builds
relations with major oil suppliers
like Libya, fran and Saudi Arabia
by supplying them with military
hardware and missiles and even
nuclear technology through Pak-
istan. Libya received the design
of a nuclear weapon tested by
China in 1966 from A.Q. Khan.
China simultaneously befriends
Israel and obtains huge amounts
of military hardware from that
country. Our Communists can
perhaps learn a lesson or two on
diplomatic pragmatism from
their Chinese comrades!

India has to recognise that it
lacks the economic clout to con-
tribute meaningfully like the Eu-
ropeans to the Middle East
peace process. Further, in view
of the dominant role of the
Americans and the supporting
role of the Europeans, Russians
and the UN in the “road map”,
there islittle that Indiacandoto
influence the course of negotia-
tions, especially if we are seen by
either the Israelis or Palestinians
as being partisan. There is much
we can learn from major Asian
powers like Japan and China
about the virtues of sobriety in
commenting on developments in
the Middle East. Countries like
Saudi Arabia should also be
made to realise that they cannot
condemn us in forums like the
Organisation of Istamic Confer-
ence (OIC) and accord OIC
recognition and support to the
Geelani faction of the Hurriyat
Conference on the one hand and
expect us to unquestioningly
back them pn Middle East issues
the other. Friendship is not a
one way street.

INDIAN EXPRESS
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accord on elect

Pross Trust of India

JERUSALEM, Dec. 8. —
The Palestinian Authority
has said it has worked out
the logistics of the January
presidential elections with
Israel but denied reports
that the two have reached
an agreement “in princi-
ple” on a peace deal.

Senior Palestinian Cabi-
net minister Mr Saeb
Erekat today said Israel
and Palestine have agreed
at using the same proce-
dures that were in place
for the last Palestinian
“elections in 1996.

“We received assurances
that the elections of the
West Bank, East Jerusa-
lem and Gaza Strip will
take place as they did in
1996,” Mr Erekat said.

He said the Egyptians
were working to support a
Palestinian truce, to help
train the Palestinian secu-
rity forces and to revive
stalled peace talks, but the
report of an agreement on
broad principles for ending
the conflict was premature.

“What’s going on is that

-

Mr Ariel Sharon at the Knesset
{Israeli parliament) in Jerusalem
on Wednesday. — AFP

the British suggested an in-
ternational conference, and
we support this, but to say
we reached a final conclu-
sion is premature,” he said.
Egyptian news agency
Mena had earlier reported
the two parties had reached
an “important understan-
ding, reaching the point of
an agreement in principle,
has been completed bet-
ween Egypt, Israel, Pales-
tinians, USA and Europe,
regarding a comprehensive
settiement to the Israeli-
Palestinian struggle.”

s
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~¢ Wild cards ..

Israeli,\Palestinian establishments in turmoil

oon after President Yasser Arafat’s death, the cards are

being reshuffled dramatically in the Mideast. It is too early
to tell whether the prospects for peace are improving, but both
the Israeli and Palestinian establishments, who have contri-
buted to the current stalemate, have been thrown into turmoil.
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon’s governing coalition had always
been an unwieldy one, with ultra-orthodox groups as well as
the secular Shinui; the latter has now withdrawn leaving sup-
porters of the government with only 40 seats in a 120 member
Knesset. Sharon wants to stave off the imminent collapse of
his government by inducting the opposition Labour Party.
That will probably save his plans to withdraw Jewish settlers
from the Gaza strip; the problem is that Likud hardliners are
opposed to it. If the hardliners have their way it is curtains for
this government, and new ¢lections will have to be held. On
the Palestinian side, presidential elections to choose a succes-
sor to Arafat have been thrown wide open by the sudden last-
minute candidacy of Marwan Barghouti, a charismatic leader
of the intifada currently incarcerated in an Israeli jail. Prior to
Barghouti’s candidacy the only serious candidate was former
prime minister Mahmoud Abbas, anointed by Fatah, who the
Israelis and Americans also favour.

Barghouti too is a Fatah member, but the buzz against him
is that he is trying to split the Fatah. But there is already a split
in the movement, between the old coterie that Arafat had
built around himself in Tunis and promoted to leadership
positions, and younger members from the West Bank and
Gaza strip who fought in the intifada but feel left out of the
current Palestinian set-up. The 69 year old Abbas, a dry com-
mittee man, represents the old guard, while the 45 year old
Barghouti, a West Banker, represents the new generation. So
the contest will be one between two outlooks, and the issue of
which one the ordinary Palestinian favours will be resolved.
Far from splitting the Palestinians, whoever wins now in a de-
mocratically conducted exercise will have the legitimacy to
negotiate on behalf of all Palestinians, which is no bad thing,
Barghouti is no wild-eyed extremist who refuses to negotiate
under any circumstances — he has learnt Hebrew while in jail
and built contacts with the Israeli peace movement. On the Is-
raeli side, the best possible outcome would be the fall of Shar-
on and election of a new Labour-dominated government,
which would significantly boost the prospects for peace.

V74
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THE SUCCESSION TO Chairman Yasser Arafat
appeared to be proceeding smoothly with former
Prime Minister Mahmoud Abbas on course to
take over the various posts the departed leader
had held. The transition process has now been
jolted with the fiery political activist Marwan
Barghouti changing his mind and deciding to
contest the presidential election scheduled for
January 9, 2005. Mr. Abbas appeared to have es-
tablished his pre-eminence in the leadership af-
ter the Palestine Liberation Organisation chose
him as its chairman, disregarding the claims of
the exiled leader, Farouq Kaddoumi. There was a
theoretical possibility that others in the leader-
ship would choose someone else to head the Pal-
estinian Authority. However, Mr. Abbas seemed
to have cleared this hurdle as well when Fatah,
the strongest among the conglomerate of parties
that make the PLO, adopted him as its presi-
dential candidate. The prospects for a smooth
transition looked all the brighter after Hamas and
Islamic Jthad decided to stay out of the race.
These extremist organisations enjoy a fair mea-
sure of popular support and they could have
made use of the opportunity to give Fatah notice
of their clout. Now Mr. Abbas has to contend
with a grass-roots challenger who is an inspiring
figure for the young fighters of the second in-
tifada. Mr. Barghouti is not likely to be released
from the Israeli prison where he is currently in-
carcerated even if he does win the election. How-
ever, he can be a formidable rival since he earned
the respect of many Palestinians through his
campaigns against corruption and for reforms in
the working of the Authority.

While Fatah'’s senior functionaries accused Mr.
Barghouti of being politically irresponsible, most
Palestinians might welcome the opportunity to
exercise a real choice in the elections. As far as
they are concerned, the presidential election will

merely be the first stage of a process of s{rength-
ening their democratic institutions. Elecjons to.
parliament as well as to local bodies are expected
to be held by the middle of 2005 and the govern-
ing councils of both Fatah and the PLO are likely
to be reconstituted. These reforms were long
overdue but they could not probably have been
carried out until the political situation changed.
So long as Arafat was alive, no one could have
posed a real challenge to his absolute dominance
over the various Palestinian institutions. Mr. Ab-
bas will at most be first among equals even if he
does win the election. He will be well aware of the
need for a collegiate form of governance. Senior
officials of the PLO and the Authority have in-
dicated that they will strive to strike a balance
between various political forces as they supervise
the transitional processes. Many of these officials
returned from exile during the 1990s after the
start of the Oslo negotiations, and were not fully
accepted by the people who lived in the territories |
throughout the years of occupation. They have to
fulfil their promise of giving adequate representa-
tion to the younger generation in the leadership
of the political organisations and in the institu- |
tions of government.

The Palestinian national movement will come
of age ifit is able to create a leadership that repre-
sents diverse views. There have been several in-
stances of much-admired leaders of liberation
movements subsequently losing moral and politi-
cal stock because they started suppressing diver-
gent currents: the reason invoked by them was
invariably the need to preserve unity. Palestinians
have the opportunity now to demonstrate that it
is possible to nurture a vibrant democratic cul-
ture even in the midst of a freedom struggle. If
they successfully carry through the transition
plans, they will be the first among the peoples of

0 4 DEC 2004

the Arab world to establish a true democracy./
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‘West Asia face

Sharon govt faces collapse as
wun
@)

Guardian News Service
Jerusalem, December 2

THE ISRAELI and Palestinian
leaderships were in an upheaval
on Wednesday night as Ariel
Sharon’s government faced col-
lapse after the Prime Minister
broke with his main coalition
partner, and a popular Palestinian
military commander launched a
strong challenge from his jail cell
to succeed Yasser Arafat in next
month’s election.

~ The unexpected decision by
Marwan Barghouti, who is serv-
ing five life terms in an Israeli
prison, to break with the domi-
nant Fatah movement and register
as a presidential candidate in the
Palestinian election appeared to
complicate Sharon’s coalition
problems.

Sharon’s administration is fac-
ing collapse after his main coali-
tion partner, the Shinui party,
caused the defeat of the annual
budget in parliament, threatening
the planned Israeli withdrawal
from the Gaza Strip.

Sharon promptly sacked Shinui
ministers from his cabinet, leav-
ing the administration with just 40
seats in the 120-seat parliament.
The secular Shinui had objected to
Sharon “bribing” religious parties
with tens of millions of pounds in
budget allocations to win their
support.

The Prime Minister appeared to
have engineered the confrontation
to force a remaking of his minori-
ty administration by bringing the
opposition Labour party into the
government in order to keep alive
his plan to pull Jewish settlers out
of the Gaza Strip.

However, there is strong opposi-
tion within Sharon’s Likud party

N \3

ularly from an influential grou\

opposed to withdrawal from Gaza
It fears that if Labour joins the ad-
ministration it will push for the
closure of Jewish settlements in
the West Bank.

Sharon is counting on members
of Likud’s central committee pre-
ferring a deal with Labour to call-
ing elections. But opposition with-
in Likud to the Gaza withdrawal is
likely to stiffen following Bargh-
outi’s decision to run for president
of the Palestinian Authority.

Barghouti has thrown open the
ballot by registering as an inde-
pendent candidate against his own
Fatah movement just hours before
the deadline.

An Israeli court found him
guilty of complicity in five mur-
ders this year, although he insist-
ed he was a political, not military,
leader.

His decision lays down a strong
challenge to the official Fatah can-
didate, Mahmoud Abbas, who had
been seen as Arafat’s heir pre-
sumptive after taking over the
reins of the Palestine Liberation
Organisation.

“I am running in this democrat-
ic battle ... to achieve peace on the
basis of justice, freedom, the re-
turn of Palestinian refugees, and

freedom for our prisoners,” Bargh-.

outi said in a statement read by his
wife, Fadwa Barghouti. He called
for a fair election campaign.

Barghouti has widespread sup-
port as one of a younger genera-
tion of leaders committed to polit-
ical reform and because he has
been at the forefront of the Pales-
tinian uprising, the intifada.

He has denounced efforts by Ab-
bas and others to bring an end to
the intifada, saying the armed
struggle is a legitimate means of

v

AP

Jailed Palestinian leader Marwan Barghouti’s wife, Fadwa (centre), shows
the approved papers for her husband’s candidacy in Ramallah on Wednesday.

But Barghouti has had to break
with Fatah to launch his presiden-
tial bid, drawing stiff criticism

from allies and other reformers
who say that splitting the move-
ment plays into Israel’s hands.

s double trouble

Barghouti reverses poll decision

Recent opinion polls show no
clear favourite in a contest with

. Abbas and Barghouti as the prin-

cipal contenders out of about 10
candidates.

Israel has said it will not release
Barghouti even if he is elected as
president because he is a “terror-
ist”. But his candidacy is only like-
ly to harden resistance among op-
ponents of Sharon’s Gaza with-
drawal plan who argue that
pulling out of the territory will en-
courage more violence by reward-
ing terrorism.

Last week, Barghouti, under
pressure from Fatah leaders, said
he would not run in the January 9
election and endorsed Abbas. But
yesterday Mrs Barghouti visited
him in prison and then went to
submit his application to the
Palestinian electoral commission.

She has had several run-ins
with Fatah leaders who she accus-
es of wanting to keep her husband
in jail because of the political
challenge he poses.

Palestinian sources said that on
Tuesday she confronted Abbas
and demanded that he make her
husband’s release a precondition
of negotiations with Israel. The
sources said that Abbas refused
and Barghouti decided to register
as a candidate after all.

Barghouti’s challenge could
provide an incentive for Israel to
ease the grip of occupation and
shore up support for Abbas by be-
ing seen to reward his recent ef-
forts to curb violence. But Sharon
now has his own political crisis to
confront as he tries to put together
a new coalition. ‘

Senior Labour and Likud offi-
cials discussed forming a national
unity government earlier this
week and are expected to meet
again today.

toa coalitio/nvﬁth Labour, partic- r(?ting and pressuring Israel.
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Israel

pullout plan,

but with arider "

Associated Press
Jerusalem, November 15

[SRAEL ON Monday of-
fered its first indication
that it was reassessing re-
lations with the Palestini-
ans after Yasser Arafat’s
death, suggesting it would
coordinate a planned wit-
hdrawal from the Gaza St-
rip if the Palestinian Au-
thority cracks down on
militant groups.
Palestinian leaders re-
acted cautiously to remar-
ks by the Foreign Min-
istry’s spokesman and ar-
gued that Israel should
“unconditionally” re-open
peace talks under the US-
backed “road map” plan.
Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon had previously ref-
used to negotiate the “uni-
lateral disengagement pl-
an” with Arafat, insisting
that he was responsible for
four years of fighting.
Arafat’s death in a French
hospital last week has
opened up what many
leaders believe is a crucial
opportunity to revive the
West Asia peace process by
clearing the way for a

Palestinian security guards stand outside PLO chairman
Mahmud Abbas’s house in Gaza City on Monday.

AFP

more moderate leadership.

If leaders emerge who
are willing to stem the vio-
lence, Israel is prepared to
coordinate the plan to
move troops and 8,800 Jew-
ish settlers out of the Gaza
Strip and four West Bank
settlements, Israeli offi-
cials said on Monday. Such
coordination is consid-
ered critical to avoid a
chaotic transition.

“If the Palestinian Au-
thority takes its commit-
ments seriously under the

oad map then many things
that " were not possible pre-
lously become possible,”
Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Mark Regev said. “Th-
is includes coordinating
the disengagement plan.”

Foreign Minister Silvan
Shalom alluded to the Is-
raeli change in policy in a
speech to American Jews
in Ohio on Sunday, Regev
said. Israel’s security es-
tablishment is currently
examining ways to work
with Palestinian security

forces to hand them con-
trol of the Gaza Strip
when Israel withdraws,
senior Israeli officials said
on Monday. The recom-
mendations will be dis-
cussed with Sharon in an
upcoming meeting of sen-
ior officials on the matter,
the officials said.

In a sign of the uncer-
tainty, shots were fired in
Gaza on Sunday as Mah-
moud Abbas, a leading can-
didate in Palestinian elec-
tions on January 9, attend-
ed a gathering of people
mourning Arafat. Two se-
curity guards were killed,
and fears were raised that
the violence could spiral.

The Israeli conditions
for coordinating the disen-
gagement plan include the
dismantling of militant
groups, the collection of il-
legal weapons, an effort to
stop anti-Israeli incite-
ment and security and fi-
nancial reforms, a senior
Israeli official said.

Inresponse, Palestinian

Cabinet Minister Saeb
Erekat said he suspected
the Israelis-would put up
too many conditions for
coordinating the pullout.
The Palestinian Author-
ity is required in the road
map to combat militant
groups. The plan, backed
by the US, United Nations,
the European Union and
Russia, was formally ac-
cepted by the sides in 2003
but never got off the
ground due to mutual ac-
cusations of violations.
Under the plan, Israel is
slated to dismantle illegal
settlement outposts and
freeze settlement activity
but has been reluctant to do
so. The plan calls for an end
to violence and the cre-
ation of a Palestinian state.
In another indication that
Israel was pushing ahead
with its pullout plans, an Is-
raeli parliamentary com-
mittee approved the allot-
ment of almost $8m to an
authority overseeing the
disengagement.

Arafat found ‘guilty’
of skimming $2m

Press Trust of India
New York, November 15

FORMER PALESTINIAN leader Yasser
.Arafat was guilty of “skimming” $2 mil-
lion per month from the gasoline trade in
the territories, a US media report said to-
day quoting people “familiar” w1th his fi-
nancial dealings.

Last year, auditors discovered Arafat
was “guilty” of skimming $2 million a
month from the gasoline trade in the ter-
ritories to send his wife Suha $200,000,
The Time magazine said in a report in its
forthcoming issue.

In August 2002, international donors
forced Arafat to sign over his investments
to the Palestine Investment Fund, which
was audited by US accountants and man-
aged by Palestinian Finance Minister
Salam Fayyad, a former International
Monetary Fund official.

After scouring corporations throughout
the Arab world and bank accounts in the
Cayman Islands and Luxembourg, the au-
ditors identified $800 million, which has
been made a part of the Palestinian Au-
thority’s official budget, the report said.
“It’s the most successful financial reform
in the Arab world,” Jim Prince, president
of the Los Angeles’ based Democracy Cou-
ncil and head of the audit team, told Time.

Quoting people close to Fayyad’s inves-
tigation, the news magazine says break-
ing the gasoline smuggling and corrup-
tion boosted the Palestinian Authority’s
official treasury by $10m a month and re-

French, ) u hﬁrmes last week indi-

catés hig place of birth as Jerusalem
and not Cairo; officials said on mon-
day Municipal officials at Clamart,
the sublrb of Paris where Arafat
~died last Thursday, said they issued
the document on the basis of a fami-
Iy record book. itself issued by the
French foreign ministry in 1996. The
issue 1s symbelically important be-
cause Tsrael considers Jerusatem as
its eternal capital, while Palestinians
want to make east Jerusalem, ocen-
pied by the Jewish state since 1967,
the capital of their promised state.
AFE Paris

duced gas prices for ordinary Palestini-
ans. “Arafat’s death means his followers
may never know just how much more
they may be owed,” Time says.

In the mid-1990s, Arafat controlled a fi-
nancial empire worth at least $3 billion but
by the time of his death, he was down to his
last $1 billion, Time says quoting Israeli-in-
telligence estimates. Arafat wife Suha’s
outburst that his successors were ‘trying to
bury ¢him) alive’ came after she learned
that Arafat had signed over at least $800m
to the government of the Palestinian Au-
thority two years ago, Time says.
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Bush,

H 4
Associated Press
Washington, November 13

US PRESIDENT BUSH and
British Prime Minister Tony
Blair have pledged to rally
global support for an inde-
pendent Palestinian state, but
said that reviving the stalled
West Asia peace talks rests
with those mourning the
passing of longtime Palestin-
ian leader Yasser Arafat.

At the White House on
Friday, British Prime Minis-
ter Tony Blair joined Bush
in suggesting that Arafat’s
death created an opportuni-
ty to create a Palestinian
state after decades of failed
attempts at brokering peace
between Israel and the Pales-
tinians.

“I'd like to see it done in
four years,” said Bush, refer-
ring to the length of his sec-
ond term, “Ithink it is possi-
ble. I think it is possible.”

Blair interjected, “What
we are saying is, we are go-
ing to work flat out to deliver
this.”

Elections for Arafat’s suc-
cessor are to be held within
60 days, and Bush said he
hoped the winner would em-
brace the notion of a demo-
cratic state. He had refused
to even meet with Arafat,
whom he regarded as the
primary obstacle to peace
with Israel.

“This is the first step in
creating lasting, democratic
political institutions throu-
¢h which a free Palestinian
people will elect local and na-
tional leaders,” the President
said. “We’re committed to
the success of these elections
and we stand ready to help.”

Bush also used his joint
appearance to announce that
he will visit Europe after his
January 20 inauguration —
a trip intended to repair re-
lations with allies, who have
been upset by the Irag war
and what many perceive as
Washington’s go-it-alone ap-
proach on foreign policy.

Reporters were told in a
White House briefing that
Bush would probably make
the trip in February and that
a stop in Brussels for meet-
ings at either the European
Union or Nato or both was
also likely.

“In my second term, I will
work to deepen our trans-At-
lantic ties with the nations of
Europe,” the President said.
“We must apply the combined
strength and moral purpose
of Europe and America to ef-
fectively fight terror and to
overcome poverty and dis-
ease dnd despair, to advance
human dignity and to ad-
vance freedom.”

v 4 NOV 200

FHIEMDS £ BDSEER US President George W. Bush with British Prime Minister Tony Blair at the White House on Friday.

While Bush refused to em-
brace Blair’s proposal for a
conference on West Asia ear-
ly next year, or calls for the
appointment of a special en-
voy for West Asia, he said the
United States, Britain and
other nations had an obliga-
tion to search for a path to
peace. Neither leader, howev-
er, offered any new details of
how that might be achieved.

“We are going to develop a
strategy so that once the
elections are over, we will be
able to say, ‘Here’s how we
will help you. If you want to
be helped, here’s what we're
willing to do,”” Bush said. “If
you choose not to be helped,
if you decide you don’t want
a free, democratic society,
there’s nothing we can do.”

Bush and Blair promised
to mobilise the international
community and world opin-
ion to build up Palestinian
political, economic and secu-
rity institutions to create the
foundation for a democratic
state. Israel’s foreign minis-
ter, Silvan Shalom, who is to
meet on Monday with Secre-
tary of State Colin Powell,

Prez spends evening out with friend

PRESIDENT BUSH spent
Friday evening at the home
of Clay Johnson, a college
friend and administration
official who also has a
hand in shaping Bush’s
second-term Cabinet. The
President spent about two
hours at Johnson’s house
in a Washington suburb.
Johnson, deputy director
of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, and

said this week that the new
Palestinian leadership “will
have to prove itself” before a
peace process can go for-
ward.

Powell expects to meet
with new Palestinian lead-
ers soon, with discussions
ongoing abouf time and
place, a senior State Depart-
ment official said.

Powell, meanwhile, ex-
pressed some uncertainty
about how fast a Palestinian
state could become a reality

. v Wy
. g

White House chief of staff
Andy Card are among
those who are intimately
involved in discussions on
second-term  personnel.
Bush’s longtime friend
also worked with him
while he was Texas gover-
nor and later served as
head of the Bush-Cheney
transition team into the
Oval Office in 2001.

AP, Washington

— a goal Bush once hoped to
see accomplished in 2005.
Powell told the Arab televi-
sion network, Al-Arabiya,
that Bush wants to see a
Palestinian state as soon as
possible but, “It would be a
little hard for him to say,
‘There will be one in one
year, two years, three years,
four years, because it is tru-
ly up to the parties’.”
Palestinian Cabinet Min-
ister Saeb Erekat issued an
appeal to Bush to “please

AFP

make sure we have free and
fair presidential elections in
60 days. If elections are ob-
structed by Israeli occupa-
tion, this will be the path of
more chaos. This is your op-
portunity, this is a historic
opportunity, we have an his-
toric moment Mr President.
Seize it”.

Bush said he would work
with Israel to complete its
plan for withdrawal from
Gaza and part of the West
Bank. But he did not pres-
sure Israel to revive negotia-
tions or freeze the expansion
of settlements.

Israel endorsed Bush’s
message, but said terrorism
by the Palestinians must
stop before there is a state.

“Bush is putting it as a
challenge to the future Pales-
tinian leadership,” said
Raanan Gissin, a spokesman
for Israeli Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon .

“He says ‘It’s up to you
and you have a new situa-
tion.” ... The fact is that there
is a new era now. He is urg-
ing them to drop the Yasser
Arafat legacy.”

Elair back Palestinian state

“Tony 1s
nobody's
poodle’

Associated Press
Washington, November 13

TO BE or not to be a poodle.
That was the question and
President George W. Bush
answered that Britain’s
Tony Blair was a faithful
friend, but nobody’s pet.

The US leader was visi-
bly not amused when asked
half-jokingly at a news con-
ference with Blair whether
he agreed with the occa-
sional characterisation of
his closest European ally in
Iraq as “your poodle”.

Glowering, Bush re-
sponded that Blair was a
strong, capable leader who
“made a decision because
he wanted to do a duty to
secure the people of Great
Britain”.

“l admire him a lot,” -
Bush went on. “You know
why? When he tells you
something, he means it.
You ever spend much time
in politics? You’ll notice
there are people around
this kind of line (of work)
where, they tell you some-
thing, they don’t mean it.”

“He’s a big thinker. He’s
got a clear vision. And
when times get tough, he
doesn’t wilt. You know,
when the criticism starts to
come his way — I suspect
that might be happening on
occasion — he stands for
what he believes in.”

It was more praise than
asked for by Blair, who
stood by somewhat sheep-
ishly as the question of his
poodleness was posed.

“Don’t answer yes,” was
all he told Bush.

Bigley memorial

Blair attended a multi-
faith memorial service on
Saturday for Kenneth Big-
ley, the British hostage
who was beheaded by Iraqi
militants last month re-ig-
niting anti-war feelings in
Britain. Blair, who flew to
Bigley’s hometown of Liv-
erpool after meeting US
President George W. Bush
in Washington, attended
the service at the request
of the murdered engi-
neer's relatives.
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MRPALE

Amid grief, fears of
a succession feud

Agencies
Ramallah, November 11

YASSER ARAFAT, who
rose from guerrilla icon to
Nobel Peace Prize-winner
but ended up isolated and
locked in conflict with Is-
rael, died in a French hos-
pital today at the age of
75. The announcement of
the death of the Palestin-
ian president, who sym-
bolised his people’s fight
for an independent state
but failed to achieve it in
his lifetime, ended days of
confusion over his condi-
tion as he lay comatose be-
hind a veil of secrecy.

The death of the man
Washington had shunned

T

A woman’s message at
a gathering in Paris.
indiziteam
Union ministers
Natwar Singh, Laloo
Yadav, Ghulam Nabi
Azad, E. Ahamed and
CPM leader Sitaram
Yechury will attend
Arafat’s funeral in

| Cairo on Friday.

STINED

SN

o

’

\ AFP

THE RACE

MARWAN BARGHOUTH (45)

Most popular
& the top

as an “obstacle to peace” contender. Is

could stir renewed hopes j:ﬂag r:sr:‘a‘.‘esl(;
for peace, but fears re- murder
mained of a succession charges

battle that could thrust

Palestinian  territories
into chaos and push the
region into deeper crisis.

AHMED KORE! (67)

er | PM since Sept
Across Palestinian ar- 2003. An

eas — where a 40-day architect of

mourning period has been the 1993 Oslo

declared -~ thousands peace accords

rushed on to the streets but has no

-amid wails of grief and power base

volleys of gunfire. “Our fa-
ther is dead,” Fathi Abu
Adnan said in Gaza, where
gunmen pumped bullets
into the air and youths
burned tyres on the roads,
sending up plumes of
smoke as Koranic verses
blared from loudspeakers.

Arafat’s body was flown

MAHMOUD ABBAS (69)

- Long Arafat’s
No. 2in PLO,
was PM from
May to Sept
2003.
Co-founded
Fatah

to Cairo for his funeral to-

morrow, to be followed by RAUHI FATTUH (55)
burial in Ramallah, his To be Prez by
headquarters. Arafat will law for the

be buried in a stone coffin, next 60 days

not a wooden one, to allow till polls.

Doesn’t have
much clout or
popularity

his reinterment at a later
time at Jerusalem’'s Al-
Agsa mosque after peace

has been achieved with Is-
rael. For now, earth
brought from Jerusalem
will be poured under his
coffin so that he “is buried
on Jerusalem soil”.

" "PreSident Bush sug-
gested Arafat’s death
could open the door to

MOHAMMED DAHLA

The young
MosS far
security. US
and Israel feel
they can do
business

with him

Palestinian statehood and
reconciliation with Israel.
Israel, however, sealed off
the West Bank and Gaza
Strip, fearing an explo-
sion of violent protests.

CURRENT STATUS

FATTUH: President
ABBAS: PLO chairman

KORE): Cabinet, security head

m See Pages 3,13 & 14
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Amid grief, fears of
a succession feud

Agencies
Ramallah, November 11

YASSER ARAFAT, who
rose from guerrilla icon to
Nobel Peace Prize-winner
but ended up isolated and
locked in conflict with Is-
rael, died in a French hos-
pital today at the age of
75. The announcement of
the death of the Palestin-
ian president, who sym-
bolised his people’s fight
for an independent state
but failed to achieve it in
his lifetime, ended days of
confusion over his condi-
tion as he lay comatose be-
hind a veil of secrecy.

The death of the man
Washington had shunned

A woman’s message at

a gathering in Paris.

- teavieam
Union ministers
Natwar Singh, Laloo

i Yadav, Ghulam Nabi

| Azad, E. Ahamed and

I CPM leader Sitaram

| Yechury will attend

! Arafat’s funeral in

Cairo on Friday.

as an “obstacle to peace”
could stir renewed hopes
for peace, but fears re-
mained of a succession
battle that could thrust
Palestinian  territories
into chaos and push the
region into deeper crisis.
Across Palestinian ar-
eas — where a 40-day
mourning period has been
declared — thousands
rushed on to the streets
-amid wails of grief and
volleys of gunfire. “Our fa-
ther is dead,” Fathi Abu
Adnan said in Gaza, where
gunmen pumped bullets
into the air and youths
burned tyres on the roads,
sending up plumes of
smoke as Koranic verses
blared from loudspeakers.
Arafat’s body was flown
to Cairo for his funeral to-
morrow, to be followed by
burial in Ramallah, his
headquarters. Arafat will
be buried in a stone coffin,
not a wooden one, to allow
his reinterment at a later
time at Jerusalem’s Al-
Agsa mosque after peace
has been achieved with Is-
rael. For now, earth
brought from Jerusalem
will be poured under his
coffin so that he “is buried
on Jerusalem soil”.
“"Predident Bush sug-
gested Arafat’s death
could open the door to
Palestinian statehood and
reconciliation with Israel.
Israel, however, sealed off
the West Bank and Gaza
Strip, fearing an explo-
sion of violent protests.
# See Pages 3,13 & 14
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MARWAN BARGHOUTI (45)

Most popular
& the top
contender. Is
in an israeli
jail on mass
murder
charges

AHMED KOREI (67)

PM since Sept

2003. An

architect of

the 1993 Oslo

peace accords

but has no

power base

MAHMOUD ABBAS (69)
Long Arafat's
No. 2 in PLO,
was PM from
May to Sept
2003.
Co-founded
Fatah
RAURI FATTUH (55)

To be Prez by

law for the

next 60 days

till polls.

Doesn’t have

much clout or

popularity

‘they can do
business
with him
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ABBAS: PLO chairman
KOREL:  Cabinet, security head
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huly 1, 1994 Arafat sefs foot on
Palestinian soil for the first titme
: & in 26 years

| elected president of
Palestinian Authority in
st Palestinian elections

River; Maryland, agree on interim
land-for-peace _deal on West pank atas |

_ parliament
 deputy, Mahmoud Abbas, as first
P&%&ﬁnian

PM;

02 T
Israeli tanks and
armored personnel carrier park
outside Arafat's Ramallah ,
headquarters, confining him to e
Aug 2, 1990: lraq Kuwait;  office complex after Palestinian  with serious, unidentified iness
Arafat supports Saddam Hussein,  gunman bursts into banquethall  Now 13, '04: Arafat dies in France

Natwar to lead Team India
Our Political Bureau President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam in paying tributes to
——NEWDEIHi 11 NOVEMBER  the 75-year old leader. Mr Kalam said the Palestin-
ianpeople had not only losta great patriotbut alsoa
NDIA, on Thursday, paid glowing tributes to  great visionary, whose ambition was to achieve a
IYasser Arafat who died in a Paris hospital in the  homeland for his people. Expressing his grief at the
morming. A high-level delegation headed by ex- death of the leader, Prime Minister Manmohan
ternal affairs minister K. Natwar Singh left New ~ Singh said he would always be remembered as a
Delhi in the evening to rep- “friend and a true patriot”. In
resent the country at the an official statement, the for-
Palestine leader’s funeral in eign office said Arafat was “a
Cairo on Friday. Describing towering and highly respect-
Arafat as an “enduring sym- ed international personality
bol” of Palestine nation- who fought selflessly and
hood, New Delhi said he courageously, at great per-
would be remembered as a sonal sacrifice for the Pales-
“sincere  and  steadfast tinian cause and an inde-
friend”. India prides itself on pendent homeland for the
being the first non-Arab na- Palestinian people, 10 which
tion to come out openly in he dedicated his whole life”.
support of the Palestine The inclusion of Mr Ya-
cause in 1975. dav in the delegation is be-
Besides Mr Natwar Singh ing seen as an effort on the
and his deputy E. Ahamed, part of the RJD leader to
the delegation — comprising send a signal to the minority
railway minister Laloo community in his state,
Prasad Yadav, urban devel- where elections are due
opment minister Ghulam next year. Mr Yadav took
Nabi Azad and CPIM) EEEEEE special pains to obtain per-
leader Sitaram Yechury — was clearly formed to  mission from the designated CBI court in Ranchi,
give out a strong message on India’s unwavering which has imposed restrictions on his leaving the
support for the Palestine cause. country in connection with the fodder scam case.
The delegationis expected toreturn on Friday af- - The BJP Jeadership joined hands with the ruling al-
ter attending the last rites. The nation was led by liance in paying tributes to the Palestine leader. /

12 NOV 200¢  The Economic Times
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~" Suha spars with aides

Paris, Nov. 8 (Reuters): Yasser
Arafat’s wife accused Palestin-
ian leaders today of plotting to
“bury him alive”, but they de-
cided to go ahead with a visit
to the critically ill Palestinian
president at a French military
hospital.

Prime Minister Ahmed
Qurie, foreign minister Nabil
Shaath and Palestine Libera-
tion Organisation secretary
General Mahmoud Abbas
planned to leave the West
Bank for Jordan and then go to
Paris, a senior Palestinian of-
ficial said.

Another Palestinian offi-
cial said they would discuss
Arafat’s medical condition
with senior French officials
tomorrow.

Israeli media had reported
the 75-year-old president
would be taken off life-support
equipment after the three
leaders had visited him in the
hospital’s intensive care unit.

The leaders’ departure
from the West Bank appeared
to have been delayed following
a scathing verbal attack by
Arafat’s wife Suha.

“T appeal to you to be aware
of the scope of the conspira-
cy,” shouted Suha Arafat,

lot to bury

F/ba\‘

rafat: Wlfe

speaking on Arabic Al Jazeera
satellite television and spark-
ing a war of words with loyal-
ists of the three officials.

“They are trying to bury
Abu Ammar (Arafat) alive,”
she said in comments that flew
in the face of efforts by
Arafat’s lieutenants to project
an image of unity and busi-
ness as usual at a time when
many Palestinians fear chaos
if he dies. “Abu Ammar is well
and he is coming back to his
homeland,” she said, accusing
the three leaders of being des-
perate to succeed him.

After her remarks, Pales-
tinian and French officials
said the trip from the West
Bank had been called off.

But Mohammed Dahlan, a
former security chief close to
Abbas and an influential
leader in Arafat’s Fatah fac-
tion, said later: “There is no
change of plan. The delega-
tion is going to Paris.”

Palestinian officials have
privately accused Suha Arafat
of limiting access to and infor-
mation about the veteran
leader. “We express our ut-
most regret at the comments
made by sister Suha,” Qurie
said in Ramallah.
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ONLY PRAYERS candles and fiowers are displayed in front of a portrait of Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat outside Percy Military Hospital in the Paris suburb of Clamart on Tuesday.

Leader slips into deep coma

Agencies
Clamart, November 9

PALESTINIAN LEADER Yasser
Arafat has only hours to live, ac-
cording to unnamed Palestinian
officials quoted by news agencies.
Earlier, officials at the hospital
ear Paris where he is being treat-

£d said his condition had wors-

ened and his coma had deepened.

Palestinian Prime Minister
Ahmed Koreil visited his bedside
but left the hospital without mak-
ing a statement.

Doctors have not explained the
reasons for his illness, Former
Palestinian Prime Minister Mah-
moud Abbas, who also visited the
hospital, said Arafatis condition
was “very serious”.

Korei is heading a delegation of
Palestinian leaders who went to
France to discover the truth about
Arafat’s health. They say informa-
tion is being filtered by Arafat’s
wife, Suha, who eartier accused
them of conspiring against her hus-
band. Korei, Abbas, Foreign Minis-
ter Nabil Shaath and the speaker of
Palestinian Legislative Assembly,
Rawhi Fattuh, arrived in Paris from
Ramallah late on Monday.

They met French Foreign Min-
ister Michel Barnier on Tuesday,
and were due to meet French Pres-
ident Jacques Chirac.

Mrs Arafat reportedly said she
would not allow the Palestinian of-
ficials to visit her husband. The
hospital also said that Arafat’s
condition had compelled them to
restrict visiting hours.

Arafat, a frail 75-year-old, was
taken ta a military hospital in Paris

11 days ago. Israeli television at one
point reported that he was dead.
Other reports, rejected by Mrs Ar-
afat, have suggested he is brain de-
ad. Tuesday’s announcement about
Arafat’s condition confirmed for
the first time that he was in a coma.

On Monday, the Palestinian offi-
cials considered calling off the
trip after a verbal attack from Mrs
Arafat. In an emotional telephone
call to the Arabic TV station, al-
Jazeera, she claimed the leaders
were trying “to bury Arafat while
he is still alive”. Deputy cabinet
minister Sufian Abu Zaida re-
sponded that Arafat was not his

AFP
Policemen escort the cars of Yasser Arafat’s top lieutenants, as they arrive
at Percy Military Hospital in Clamart on Tuesday.

wife’s “private property”.

Funeral attendance

The US and Europe are not plan-
ning to send heads of states to a fu-
neral for Arafat, but rather Cabi-
net ministers or diplomats, diplo-
mats said on Tuesday While the
leader’s health sharply deteriorat-
ed on Tuesday, countries were dis-
cussing how to pay their respects
to a man who was both seen as the
father of the Palestinian nation
and loathed as a terrorist. It was
not immediately clear what plans
Arab leaders had for the funeral.

—

Hamas stakes its
claim for power

Agencies
Gaza City, November 9

IT ATTRACTS a large number

of faithfuls throughout the year; -

and their number almost dou-
bles during Ramzan. Welcome
to the Taqgwa Mosque in north- ,

ern Gaza City — very much av

Hamas territory — on the sec-

ond last Jumma (Friday) of the

holy month of the believers.

After the zohr (day) prayer,”

the imam’s sermon (khutba)
was not about Islam but every-
thing to do with politics. Wr-
apped in his long, grey cloak,
he began by asking God for the
recovery and safe return of
Yasser Arafat. But the rest of
his address was filled with a
sense that the Arafat era had
come to an end — and that it
was time for change.

The imam made no direct
mention of Hamas. But he
talked of the need for those who
had stood against Israel — those
who had “bled and felt pain” —
to have a place in the Palestin-
ian leadership. It was a time for
what he described as “men of
honour” to come forward.

Hamas is reviled in Israel as
the organisation that has killed
more than any other with its
suicide bombs in Tel Aviy,
Jerusalem and elsewhere. But
to the worshippers at the Tagwa

mosque the Hamas men are he-
roes of what they see as a fight
not just to end the occupation of
Gazé and the West Bank, but
also to drive Israel out of all of
what used to be Palestine.

And these young men have
contempt for the Palestinian
political establishment — wh-
ich the¥ regard as deeply cor-

+“The Palestinian people
want leaders who come from
the trenches of the resistance,”
said one of the worshippers.

Hamas supporters believe th-
at it is time for the organisation
1o be drawn into the national le-
adership structure, along with
other factions. And the organis-
ation made exactly that demand
over the weekend during talks
in Gaza with the Palestinian
Prime Minister, Ahmed Korei.

One of the top Hamas men in
the Gaza Strip, Ismael Haniya,
spelt out what the group wants.
It wants a joint leadership es-
tablished that would give Ha-
mas and other factions a say in
decision-making. This new body
would oversee the situation un-
til elections could be held. Ana-
lysts in Gaza believe that Korei
and Abbas might accept a role
for Hamas and other factions in
some sort of advisory forum.
But they are unlikely to agree to
a body that would have real de-
cision-making powers.

-



_~ STRENGTHENING INDO-US RELATIONS

PM unfazed by .
Left reservations

Press Trust of india

ON BOARD PM’s SPE-
CIAL AIRCRAFT, Nov. 7.
— Dr Manmohan Singh
today brushed aside the
Left parties reservation on
strengthening India’s rela-
tionship with the USA say-
ing “international realities”
have to be taken into acc-
ount for mutual advantage.

“We have to recognise
that the USA is a super
power. The interests of
India and the USA may not
always coincide. But 1 still
believe there is enormous
scope for constructive
engagement with the US
which will be to our mutual

advantage,” he  told
reporters —accompanying
him to The Hague.

Asked about the Left
parties objection to his
writing a letter to Mr
George W Bush congratu-
lating him on his re-elec-
tion and his hopes for a
stronger relationship
between the two countries,
he said: “We have to take
realities of the world into
account. International rela-
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NEW DELHI, Nov.7. —

Manmohan Singh has welcomed

the European Union’s proppsal to enter into a strategic
partnership with India. The partnership will be adopted after
the one-day summit at the Hague tomorrow. The Netherlands
currently holds the rotating presidency of the EU and the
summit will be hosted by the Dutch Prime Minister, Mr Jan

Balkenende.

“In recognition of India’s growing stature and influence, the EU
has proposed a strategic partnership with [ndia. This will be
formalised during the Hague summit. We warmly welcome the
development.” he said in a statement today before leaving for
The Hague. Europe, he said, was an important political and stra-
tegic factor on international scene and the EU had enfarged its
membership to 25 members from 15 members erasing fault lines
that divided the continent for over half a century. — SNS

tions are decided on the
basis of power. We are liv-
ing in a world of unequal
power. We can’t wish away
reality. We have to fight
within the international sys-
tem to promote our inter-
ests. Our effort is to
strengthen our dialogue on
the basis of our position.”
He said the telephonic talk
he had with Mr Bush was
initiated after consultations
between both sides. “I
think it was a simple cour-
tesy,” he said.

Dr Singh said he did not
foresee any hiccups on fur-

thering the Indo-US initia-
tives that were on. Asked
on the impact of Mr Bush’s
re-election on the possibili-
ty of a multi-polar world, he
said: “We have always
believed that we must work
to evolve an order in which
interests of all countries are
taken into account.”

On the nuclear stand-off
involving Iran, he said Iran
must honour all its interna-
tional obligations to which
it is a party and it was
India’s hopes that this
could be resolved within
the framework of IAEA. /
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Jerusalem, November 7

ISRAEL HAS completed
preparations for the ailing
Yasser Arafat to be buried
in the Gaza Strip, outlining
plans to allow West Bank
Palestinians to cross thr-
ough Israel for the funeral
and permitting enemy Ar-
ab leaders to attend, secu-
rity officials said today.

The decision, announc-
ed by Defence Minister Sh-
aul Mofaz in a Cabinet me-
eting, was the latest devel-
opment in the battle over
Arafat’s burial. With the
Palestinian leader’s condi-
tion increasingly dire,
where to bury him has be-
come a sensitive issue.

Palestinian officials
have said Arafat wants to
be buried in Jerusalem. Is-
rael rejects that demand,
citing security concerns
and fearing it would stre-
ngthen Palestinian claims
to the traditionally Arab
sector of the city as a fu-
ture capital.

Israeli officials have sug-
gested Gaza as an alterna-
tive, but say they will con-
sider Palestinian wishes
for burial elsewhere. They
said they have not been con-
tacted by the Palestinians.

Palestinian Cabinet
minister Saeb Erekat said
it is inappropriate to dis-
cuss the burial issue while
Arafat is alive. “I think it’s
not for the Israelis to de-

cide and T would urge the
Israelis to show some sen-
sitivity,” Erekat said.
Arafat, 75, remained in
the intensive care unit of a
French military hospital
today, with new confusion
about his condition. Pales-
tinian officials have said in
recent days that heis in a
coma. But Nabil Abu
Rdeneh, a senior Arafat
aide, said today he was not
comatose, only “sleeping.

Transfer to Cairo

Palestinian officials are
considering transferring
their ailing leader Yasser

REUTERS
A man holds up a portrait of Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat outside the Percy Military Hospital in Clamart

near Paris on Sunday.

Arafat to a hospital in
Cairo from a French mili-
tary hospital where he is
being treated for an undi-
agnosed problem.

Aides to the Palestinan
Chairman said his condi-
tion was “so bad” that he
might be moved to Egypt
from where he could be
flown home quickly in case
he died.

“One option being con-
sidered is moving him to
Cairo,” a Palestinian offi-
cial in the West Bank who
did not want to be named
was quoted as saying by Is-
raeli daily Haaretz.

Former security chief

Mohammad Dahlan, who
was scheduled to return to
Ramallah from Paris today
to update senior officials in
the PA on Arafat’s health,
has delayed his return to
later next week. Early to-
day, Dahlan refused to di-
vulge details on the veter-
an’s health to the media but
insisted that his brain was-
n’t dead and that he was not
connected to life support
machines, the Radio said.
Amid conflicting claims,
Palestinian officials in Ra-
mallah also reportedly said
yesterday that the doctors
at the French military hosp-
ital were waiting for permi-
ssion from Arafat’s wife, Su-
ha, to disconnect him from
life supporting machines.
“President Arafat re-
mains in critical condition
and unconscious,” a senior
official is quoted as saying.
“Unfortunately, there
has been no change in his
health condition. The deci-
sion is now in the hands of
Suha,” he added.
Officials at Percy have re-
fused to hold any more

press briefings regarding !

Arafat’s condition. The hos-
pital said that from now on
Suha can relate messages
to the press herself, or send
arepresentative to do so, al-
Arabiya reported yesterday.
PA Minister for Negotia-
tions Saeb Erekat yesterday
denied reports that Arafat’s
brain was dead and that he
was on life support.
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Reuters Y\
Paris, November 5 L[L\\

YASSER ARAFAT is in a
coma between life and
death, a senior Palestinian
official says.

The 75-year-old leader —
symbol for decades of the
Palestinian struggle agai-
nst Israel for a state — was
in an intensive care unit at
a French military hospital,
but the exact nature of his
illness remained unclear.

“Today we can say that
Yasser Arafat in his state of
health and at his age is at a
critical juncture between
life and death,” Leila Shah-
id, the permanent Palestini-
an envoy to Paris, told Fr-
ench RTL radio on Friday.

“I assure you that he is
not brain dead,” she said.
“He is in a coma. We are not
sure what type. But it is a
reversible coma.”

Shahid ruled out the pos-
sibility of Arafat resigning
as president of the Palestin-
ian Authority. “There is no
reason. Why resign? ... Pale-
stinian institutions provide
for a vice-president for all
the posts held by Yasser Ar-
afat, and the vice-presidents
will take over if need be.”

A senior Palestinian offi-

AFP

LIGHT OF HOPE A supporter of Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat lights a candle in front
of the French military Percy hospital in Clamart, south of Paris, on Friday.

cial said Prime Minister
Ahmed Korei, a leading
moderate, had taken over
some of Arafat’s powers for
security and financing.

Arafat has not named a
successor and had earlier
been reluctant to cede any
powers.

CNN quoted US officials
as saying Arafat was on a
life support machine, but
no independent confirma-
tion was available. It said
French, Egyptian, Palestin-
ian and Israeli officials
were involved in possible
burial arrangements.

Israeli and Palestinian
political sources have said
Arafat would probably be
laid to rest in Gaza because
Israel refuses him a grave
in Jerusalem.

A small group of Arafat
supporters spent the night
in front of the hospital in
the southwest Paris suburb
of Clamart, holding Pales-
tinian flags and keeping doz-
ens of candles alight on the
pavement. French President
Jacques Chirac visited Ara-
fat on Thursday afternoon.

Palestinians locked in a
4-year-old uprising against

Israel were fearful his
death could trigger a power
vacuum and chaos.

In the West Bank and
Gaza Strip, Palestinians
were glued to radio and tele-
vision broadcasts. “Dear
God protect our leader, dear
God protect our father,”
chanted gunmen from Araf-
at’s Fatah faction, firing sh-
ots in the air as they joined
crowds in Gaza's streets.

Security has been boost-
ed at Jewish settlements in
the West Bank for fear of
mass violence against
them, Israeli TV said.
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