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Mosul hospital held by insurgents raided

Associated Press
Baghdad, November 19

IRAQI FORCES, backed by
US soldiers, stormed one of
the major Sunni Muslim
mosques in Baghdad after
Friday prayers, opening fire
and killing at least three peo-
ple, witnesses said. Another
raid overnight at a hospital
allegedly used by insurgents
in Mosul led to three arrests,
the military said.

About 40 people were ar-
rested at the Abu Hanifa
mosque in the capital’s Aza-
miyah neighbourhood, ac-
cording to the witnesses,
who were members of the
congregation. Another five
people were wounded.

It appeared the raid at
Abu Hanifa mosque, long
associated with anti-Ameri-
can activity, was part of the
crackdown on Sunni cleri-
cal militants launched in
parallel with military oper-
ations against the insurgent
stronghold of Fallujah.

On Thursday, the Iraqi
government warned that Is-
lamic clerics who incite vio-
lence will be considered as
“participating in terrorism”.
A number of them already
have been arrested, includ-
ing several members of the
Sunni clerical Association of
Muslim Scholars, which
spoke out against the US-led
offensive against Fallujah.

“The government is deter-
mined to pursue those who
incite acts of violence. A
number of mosques’ clerics
who have publicly called for

AFP

A US soldier and an Iragi policeman secure the scene after a
car-bomb blast, which killed 3 peopie in Baghdad on Friday.

taking the path of violence
have been arrested and will
be legally tried,” said Prime
Minister Ayad Allawi’s
spokesman, Thair al-Nageeb.

US troops were seen se-
curing the outer perimeter
of the mosque area and seal-
ing it off. Some American
soldiers also were seen in-
side the compound.

Witnesses heard explo-
sions coming from inside
the mosque, apparently
from stun grenades. Inside
the office of the imam,
books and a computer were
found scattered on the floor,
and the furniture was
turned upside down.

At least 10 US armoured
vehicles were parked in
front of the mosque, along
with two vehicles carrying
about 40 Iraqi National
Guards, witnesses said.

Abu Hanifa mosque has
long been associated with

SANLL NV 1SNl

anti-American agitation and
support for the former
regime. Saddam Hussein
was seen in the area as the ci-
ty fell to American forces in
April 2003, and US Marines
fought a fierce gunbattle
with Saddam loyalists aro-
und the mosque on April 10,
2003, the day after the ousted
ruler’s statue was hauled
down in Firdous Square.
The raid on the al-Za-
harawi hospital in Mosul
was conducted by Iraqi com-
mandos with the Ministry of
the Interior’s Special Police
Force, backed by US troops.
US forces from the 1st Bat-
talion, 24th Infantry Regi-
ment secured the area arou-
nd the hospital, while Iragi
troops raided the building,
detaining three individuals
suspected of terrorist activi-
ties. Pictures were taken of
23 bodies in the morgue be-
lieved to have been terrorists.

1S TROOPS sweeping
through Faliuiah found
what appesred fo be a
key command centre of
€ ferror mastermind Abu
«= Musabal-Zarqawi, along
with a workshop where
2 an SUV registered in Te-

:g Xas was being converted
P into abomb andg classr‘

ng
1S officials insisted

the Fallujah campaign

“produced A - treasure

trove of documents and
other intelligence infor:

mation that would help
US and Iragi authorities

hunt down insurgents.

- Lieutenant-General
John  Sattler a senior
Marine commander in

Trag, said some docu:

ments listed names of
fighters. including some

f

'(Ted 3 shot dead

/Z/ﬂ X

sfromoutside Irag. Buthe

- cautioned that the tneur.
gent posts discovered on
’I‘hursday were still be:

ng mvestlgated ceord:

“ing to TV footage |
suspected . al-Zargawi

comiand centre was in .
an imposing house with:

concrete columns witha

gamsatlon” .

AP, Baghdad

AFP
US soldiers and lraqgi National Guardsmen rush from the al-Hanifa mosque in Baghdad on Friday.

Pakar
key al-
operative

Agence France-Presse |
Lahore, November 19 3

PAKISTANI SECURITY for:
es have arrested a key al-Qa
da operative wanted in cor
nection with attacks o
Christian targets and a faile
bid to kill President Perve.
Musharraf, an official said.

Osama Nazir, considerec.
an important catch, was
nabbed from the industrial
city of Faisalabad in central
Punjab province on Tuesday,
a senior security official
said. “He is the most impor-
tant Pakistani al-Qaida oper-
ative who was facilitating
foreign al-Qaida operatives
for attacks in Pakistan,” the
official, who asked not to be
identified, said. “He is a
prized catch and was a main
link between foreign al-Qai-
da operatives and local jeha-
di groups.”

Nazir headed a greup of 24
militants and masterminded
the March 2002 attack on a
church in Islamabad’s high
security diplomatic enclave
in which five people includ-
ing a US diplomat’s wife and
stepdaughter were Killed.

He was also involved in
the August 5, 2002 attack on
the Murree Christian
School, northeast of Islam-
abad, in which six Pakistani
guards were Killed, and Au-
gust 9 attack on the Christ-
ian Hospital chapel in Taxi-
la, west of Islamabad. Four
Pakistani nurses and one of
the attackers were Kkilled,
while 26 people were wound-
ed in Taxila attack. \

.
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1,000 1nsurgents killed -
in Fallujah offensive

R &

R
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A photograph released on Saturday by the US Army
shows Marines in action in Falluyjah. — AFP

FALLUJAH, Nov. 13. — Backed by tanks and artillery fire, US
troops launched a major attack today against insurgent hold-
outs in southern Fallujah, hoping to finish off resistance in
what had been the major rebel bastion of central Iraq. An Iraqi
official estimated that about 1,000 insurgents had been killed
so far in the week long offensive.

In the northern city of Mosul, a car bomb exploded as an Iraqi
National Guard convoy passed by, witnesses said. In recent
days, an armed uprising in sympathy with Fallujah’s insur-
gents has killed 10 Iraqi National Guards and one American
soldier, the US military said.

The region’s governor blamed the uprising on “the betrayal of
some police members” and said National Guard units arrived
to help quell the violence, Also, a US infantry battalion was
diverted from Fallujah and sent back to Mosul.

Insurgents appeared to be taking advantage of the lessening
of American troop strength around Fallujah as US comman-
ders report an increase in small-scale rebel attacks.

At least five heavy explosions rocked central Baghdad today.
Earlier, insurgents armed with rocket-propelled grenades
‘attacked the ministry of education, a witness said. Iraqi police
also clashed with militants.

About 1,000 insurgents had been killed and another 200 cap- !
tured during the Fallujah operation, Irag’s national security
adviser Qassem Dawoud said on national television. — AP
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“Cornered’

militants
ﬁght back
in Fallujag

Falluja, Nov. 12 (Reu‘rers) A
battle erupted near a mosque
in northwest Falluja today just
hours after US Marines said
insurgents were now trapped
in the south of the city,
Insurgents determined to
show they are undeterred by
the four-day-old offensive in
Irag’s most rebellious city
have hit back hard with at-
tacks and bombings else-

"\é\\)

where, causing two days of ;
bloody chaos in the northern '

city of Mosul.

Iragi authorities strug-
gling to contain the unrest
roiling Sunni cities have im-
posed curfews on Baghdad,
Mosul, Baiji, Ramadi and Fal-
luja this week. A curfew has
been in force in Samarra since
US-led forces stormed it last

month.

Captain Angela Bowm@
described Mosul as calm
overnight, with its three mil-
lion residents under a dusk-to-
dawn curfew, after yesterday’s
attacks on nine police stations.

An American soldier was
killed in the Mosul fighting,
the military said, and Bow-
man said US planes staged air
strikes yesterday as US and
Iraqi forces sought to restore
order. “Iraqi National Guard
and multinational forces are
restoring security to those
areas of the city where terror-
ists are attacking from, prima-
rily in the southwestern
area,” she said.

Machinegun fire and
grenade blasts echoed across
northern Baghdad’s Sunni
Adhamiya district today as
rebels fought national guards,
witnesses said. The clashes
subsided later.

Heavy fighting resumed in
Fallyja’s northwestern Jolan
district, where resistance had
dwindled in the previous 24
hours, a Reuters correspon-
dent with Marines in the area
said. Gunmen emerged on a
rooftop beside a mosque as
Marine tanks headed for the
area. Troops evacuated two US
casualties.

Smoke rose from an ice fac-
tory on the edge of Jolan after
rebels fired three rockets at US
forces there, residents said. A
huge explosion shook Jolan
later, but its cause was not
clear. The US military ac-
knowledges that insurgent
leaders and foreign militants
may have fled Falluja before
the attack began on Monday
night, but says those who re-
main are bottled up.

“They can't go north be-
cause that’s where we are.
They can’t go west because of
the Euphrates river and they
can’t go east because we have a
huge presence there. So they
are cornered in the south,”
Sergeant Roy Meek said.

Tank crews said they had

driven rebels through a “ghost :

town” to a southern area the
Americans say is a stronghold

for foreign militants led by

Abu Musab al-Zarqawi. The
US military says 18 US and at
least 5 Iraqi troops have been
killed and 178 American sol-
diers watmndad sw a4
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Chaos at Arafat’s burial in

Associated Press
Ramallah (West Bank), November 12

YASSER ARAFAT was laid to rest in a
marble-and-stone grave on Friday after
his flag-draped coffin was borne through
a sea of emotional Palestinians who
swarmed the helicopter that brought him
from a state funeral in Egypt.

The police fired wildly into the air to

keep back the surging crowd at the West
Bank compound known as the Mugata,
where Arafat spent his last years as a vir-
tyal prisoner.
After Arafat’s body was lowered into
the ground, Muslim clerics read Koranic
verses and the late leader’s bodyguards
wept and embraced each other. Officials
tried for 25 minutes to open the helicopter
door to remove the coffin onto a jeep that
had plowed through the crowd to clear a
path. As the coffin was carried toward the
gravesite, the police jumped on top of it,
waved their arms and flashed the victory
sign. People chanted, “With our blood and
our soul, we will redeem you Yasser
Arafat!” Stretchers carried away two peo-
ple who were trampled in the melee.

Mahmoud Abbas, the new head of the
PLO, and Omar Suleiman, Egypt’s direc-
tor of intelligence, tried to emerge from
the helicopter, but were kept back by the
huge, chaotic crowd.

“It’s not what we expected”, said Pales-
tinian Cabinet minister Saeb Erekat, who
travelled in the Egyptian military heli-
copter with Arafat’s coffin. “At the same
time, we had to do the burial before sun-
set in Islamic tradition. ... T expected
much better, more organised, but things
got out of hand, unfortunately”.

Television audiences watching Araf
at’s funeral in Cairo got a rare glimpse of
his nine-year-old daughter, Zahwa, weep-
ing and standing next to her mother as
his coffin as placed on a plane. State-run
Egyptian television, the only station allo-
wed to broadcast the funeral ceremonies,
took note of the emotional moment.

“Don’t cry, Zahwa. Your father never
cried. He was a man of patience and en-
durance”, an unidentified announcer said.
“Don’t cry, Zahwa. All Arab children share
with you your pride and dignity today”.

But controversial wife of Arafat, Suha,
did not attend his burial service on Fri-
day, choosing instead to stay on in Cairo,
Palestinian political sources said. Suha,
who was at the centre of an unseemly row
with four of Arafat’s top lieutenants ear-

THE WORLD IS NOT ENOUGH Leaders from across the globe follow the funeral cortege of Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat in Cairo on Friday.

lier in the week over access to her hus-
band’s hospital bedside, did not fly back
with his coffin to Ramallah after a mili-
tary funeral in Cairo. “She decided to stay
on to receive condolences”, a source said.

The red-white-green-and-black flag
was ripped off the casket as it was carried
through the crowd. The failure of the po-
lice to control the pandemonium augured
poorly for Palestinian hopes to maintain

calm and order following Arafat’s death.
Earlier, people burst through the gates of
the Mugata and climbed over walls to pay
their final respects to the man who em-
bodied their dreams of statehood.

As Arafat’s helicopter landed, the
crowd cried out, “Welcome, welcome Abu
Ammar!” using his nom de guerre. “Wel-
come, welcome old man!”

Armed policemen had tried for several

hours to keep people back, but mourners,
eager to get close to the gravesite, pushed
their way through. Police scrambled to
keep people off the landing pad.

In Gaza City, hundreds gathered on
rooftops, streets and apartment balconies
in hopes of catching a glimpse of Arafat’s
helicopter. Barred from attending the
burial, tens of thousands of Gaza resi-
dents held rallies and symbolic funerals -

with symbolic coffins ~ across the strip.

A small group of masked gunmen
marched into the Mugata, ignoring calls
from official Palestine TV not to carry
arms or mask faces, as is common in
Palestinian funerals during times of cri-
sis. However, the gunmen calmly submit-
ted to inspection by plainclothes security
personnel who ensured there were no bul-
lets in the chambers.

Ramallah

Jordan doctor
wants autopsy

Associated Press
Amman, November 12

A LEADING Jordanian neu-
rologist, who regularly exam-
ined Palestinian leader Yass-
er Arafat, called for an autop-
sy today to determine the ex-
act cause of his death.

Dr Ashraf al-Kurdi, in an
interview, refused to comm-
ent on widespread speculati-
on that Arafat could have be-
en poisoned by Israel. Neit-
her doctors nor Palestinian
leaders have said what cau-
sed Arafat’s death after days
in a coma at a Paris hospital.

Israeli Foreign Minister
Silvan Shalom yesterday dis-
missed allegations that Israel
had a hand in killing Arafat
as “scandalous and false”.

Al-Kurdi, who had been
Arafat’s personal physician
for the past two decades, last
saw the Palestinian leader in
Ramallah two weeks ago.
Arafat hadfallen ill in his be-
sieged compound and shortly
after seeing al-Kurdi flew for
treatment to Paris, where he
died yesterday.

“It should be figured out if
there were mistakes and if
so, where, in Ramallah or in
Paris,” al-Kurdi said. “There
was no diagnosis and there is
suspicion about his death.
Medically speaking, what ha-
ppened wasn’t normal and it
should be investigated, there
should be an autopsy to de-
termine the exact cause.”

Meanwhile, on Friday,
teenage boys climbed onto
the walls of the compound
chanting: “Whoever poi-
soned Arafat, we’ll drink his
blood”. Others cried out, ‘Al-
lahu Akbar’, and ‘We want
to see Abu Ammar’.

Blair, Bush
meet on

Agencies

No one knows where the money is

New York, November 12

West Asia

Associated Press
Washington, November 12

YASSER ARAFAT personally controlled
billions of dollars, with which he ran the
Palestinian Authority, but no one knows
where the money is, Palestinian and Israeli
officials said. The extent and whereabouts

George Bush & Tony Blair

CONVINCED THAT the road to




AFP & REUTERS
(From Top) PLO leader Mahmud Abbas
at the funeral of Yasser Arafat in Cairo on
Friday. Security guards hang a poster of
Arafat at his headquarters in Gaza. Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh receives a
keffiyeh — the traditional Arabic headscarf
— from the Palestinian envoy in New Delhi.

meet on
West Asia

Associated Press
Washington, November 12

CONVINCED THAT the road to
Jerusalem doesn’t run through
Baghdad, British Prime Minis-
ter Tony Blair is trying to turn
President Bush'’s attention from
Iraq to the stalled West Asia
peace process.

Blair, who dined with Bush
on Thursday and was holding
formal talks with him on Fri-
day, lost political ground at ho-
me for being Bush’s steadfast
comrade in the US-led war in
Iraq that was unpopular in Eu-
rope. Now, Blair wants the new-
ly re-elected Bush to push more
aggressively for a settlement to
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Their Oval Office meeting,
on the same day as the funeral
in Egypt of Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat, also gives Bush a
chance to show that he wants to
reach out to Europe and Nato al-
lies. Among the topic the two
leaders were expected to dis-
cuss were: Trans-Atlantic rela-
tions, which were frayed by the
invasion of Iraq; spreading de-
mocracy throughout West Asia;
Iran’s nuclear programme; con-
flicts and poverty in Africa; and
climate change

But the long-simmering [s-
raeli-Palestinian conflict was a
top issue for Blair. Briefing re-
porters during the flight to
Washington, Blair’s spokesman
said the Prime Minister was ex-
pected to call on Bush to help
shore up the Palestinian Au-
thority. Palestinians need inter-

Blair, Bush

national help to improve securi-
ty, bolster their economy and
strengthen civil and political
structures, he said. Britain is
concerned that Israel’s pro-
posed withdrawal from Gaza
will create a destabilizing pow-
er vacuum if the Palestinians
are not ready to assume control.

“For the Gaza pullout to wo-
rk, you have to have a Palestin-
ian Authority that can deal with
it”, Blair’s official spokesman
said. “Unless you have a Palesti-
nian Authority capable of dea-
ling with the consequences of
the Gaza pullout, then going be-
yond that will be difficult”.

Bush claims he’s never sto-
pped working on the US-backed
plan for peace — the so-called
road map, which calls for a new
Palestinian state in 2005.

“The vision is two states, a
Palestinian state and Israel, liv-
ing side by side in peace. I think
we’ve got a chance to do that”,
the President said this week.

No one knows where the money is

Agencies
New York, November 12

YASSER ARAFAT personally controlled
billions of dollars, with which he ran the
Palestinian Authority, but no one knows
where the money is, Palestinian and Israeli
officials said. The extent and whereabouts
of this fortune, which relied on different
aides and advisers as co-signers, had been a
hidden part of the disputes at his bedside,
the officials were quoted by The New York
Times as saying.

Arafat kept knowledge of the accounts
compartmentalised, and only he knew all
the details, the paper quoted well-informed
Israeli officials as saying and reported that
the assertions were confirmed “reluctant-
ly” by Palestinian officials who did not
want to harm his legacy.

Much about the financing of the Pales-
tinjian movement in the past four decades, it
said, has been shrouded in secrecy, and its
details are hard to pin down.

But Palestinians were quoted as saying
that Arafat used the money to finance the
Palestinian movement and administra-
tion, to pay salaries, bestow gifts, ensure
loyalty, establish embassies, buy arms and
pay groups ranging from charities to
young fighters, like the Al-Agsa Martyrs’
Brigades. Arafat, abstemious, spent very
little money on himself, living like a sol-
dier with a narrow bed and a few uni-
forms in his closet.

But the pattern of his revolutionary
days in exile — financing the Palestine
Liberation Organisation through secret
contributions, the black market and ex-
tortion, and being ready to run at a mo-
ment’s notice — persisted most obviously
in hisrefusal to trust others and his desire
to keep large amounts of cash available in
case of emergency, the paper said.

There has been much speculation about
how much money went to support the lav-
ish living of his wife, Suha, in Paris, with
reports from her enemies in the Palestinian
Authority of subsidies of about $100,000 a

month. But the daily said, the sums were
relatively small compared with Arafat’s to-
tal holdings.

Last year, an audit of Palestinian Au-
thority finances by the International Mon-
etary Fund disclosed that Arafat had di-
verted $900 million in public funds to a
bank account he controlled from 1995 to
2002. Most of the cash, diverted from budg-
et revenues, went to a variety of commer-
cial ventures, the daily said.

Last February, the paper said the French
government opened a tax and money-laun-
dering investigation into the deposit of
about 11.5 million euros, nearly $15 million
at today’s rates, into the accounts of Suha
Arafat between July 2002 and July 2003.

AFP
A boy peeks from behind a poster of Arafat during a memorial at a Baghdad refugee camp.

To try to bring some transparency and ef-
ficiency to the accounts of the Palestinian
Authority, the US and European Union
pressed Arafat to appoint a former official
of the International Monetary Fund, Salam
Fayyad, as finance minister.

Fayyad has made efforts to rationalise
spending and to account for internation-
al aid, and discovered about $600 million
in authority funds invested in about 79
commercial ventures for products, in-
cluding Canadian bio-pharmaceuticals
to Algerian cell phones. But Fayyad,
who, the paper said, has not returned
many calls for comment, has — in the
past — acknowledged that he knows only
part of the picture.

David Cornwell
London, November 12

he reminded me of Charlie Chaplin do-
ing the same job in The Great Dictator.

JOHN LE Carré met Arafat in 1982 while
researching a novel. Here, he describes

the encounter

The Palestinians had told me I would
never understand them unless I met
Arafat, whom they called the Old Man.

So, we bounced from jeep to jeep

through the hot dark of Beirut till we
came to an L-shaped drawing room
lined with fighting men who were man-
aging not to smoke in the Old Man’s
presence. And there, in the small part of
the L he sat, wearing a white keffiveh,
khaki shirt, a uniform with razor-sharp
creases and a silver-handled pistol hol-

ster of plaited brown plastic.

He was signing letters on an imita-
tion leather blotter and, for a moment,

His body had the floppiness of unuse
and the whiteness of a prisoner. I had
been warned that he never slept in the
same bed twice, was obsessive about hy-
giene, managed his own security
arrangements and was abstemious in
everything except his love for Palestine.

Discovering me, he rose to his feet, ad-
vanced on me and, without a word, fold-
ed me in the traditional embrace. It was
hard to think of him as the perpetrator
of a string of atrocities, but a lot of
murderers have been famously cuddly
when off-duty. The stubble on his cheeks
was silky - not prickly. It smelt of John-
son’s Baby Powder. I had heard that, in
medieval times, executioners embraced
those they were about to kill, but no-
body said they wore baby powder.

We separated, but he kept his hands

on my shoulders and continued to dote
on me. There was anxious questioning
in the bubbly brown eyes, and an almost
erotic need to win me. “Mr David, why
have you come here?” he demanded,
studying me, eyes like a worried doctor.
“Mr Chairman, I have come to put my
hand on the Palestinian heart”. He
seized my hand and pressed it to his
breast. “Mr David! It is here! It is here!”
Arafat had the Palestinian face, as
well. It begged you to stay and listen and
care. He could light it up like a beacon,
fool with it like a clown, but he could
never let it go fallow, and, if I was look-
ing for a hint of the bloody history that
lay behind it, I looked in vain. He would
make his eyes dance so merrily that you
had to be a churl not to respond in kind.
He talked in soft rushes of enthusiasm,
punctuating a standard act with inspira-
tional leaps to suit his audience. He

Mr David, the Palestinian heart is here, he said

could lecture you like a schoolmaster, or
stare at you like a spellbound disciple
while he listened to your wisdom. But
the face that appeared between-times
was the face of a desperate little soldier
who had lost his horse, and you felt an ir-
resistible urge to go and find it for him.
The last time I saw him, he had found
it for himself. It was a pretty white Arab
and he was riding it round the ring of
the White Hotel outside Tunis that was
his new place of exile, now that Sharon
had chased him out of Lebanon. The
boy who took me to him held a pistol to
my head and wanted to shoot me in re-
venge for the massacres of Sabra and
Shatila. An Israeli hit-team had assassi-
nated half his high command, thus giv-
ing a chance to the young ones coming
up. Perhaps, the boy was one of them.
There will always be more boys.
Guardian News Service |

Hamas leader

ISRAEL’S most-wanted man,
Hamas leader Khaled Me-
shaal, made a rare public ap-
pearance at Palestinian lea-
der Yasser Arafat’s funeral
on Friday alongside US and
other Western officials.

Meshaal, whose moveme-
nt is regarded as a terrorist
organisation by Washingt-
on, rarely leaves his base in
Damascus, although he was
in Cairo earlier this year for
Egyptian-sponsored talks ai-
med at agreeing a new truce
by militant groups.

Khaled, who was the victim
of an Israeli assassination at-
tempt in Sept. 1997, has ac-
cused Israel of poisoning the
Palestinian leader. He said
Arafat’s death was “A pre-
meditated Zionist murder”.

AFP, Cairo




END OF AN ERA

No love lost
between
lsrael & Arafat
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JORDAN, Nov. 11. — Palestinian refugees
across the Arab world fired shots, burned tires
and openly wept in a display of emotion today
over the death of their leader, Yasser Arafat.
Shopkeepers hung portraits of the leader in
their windows and some people draped their
cars in black flags of mourning.

Jordan, where roughly half of the 5.3 million
population is of Palestinian origin, declared
today a national day of mourning.
Government offices and schools were closed.

In the teeming refugee camps of Lebanon’s
Ein el-Hilweh and Mieh Mieh near the soith-
ern city of Sidon, burning tires spewed heavy
black smoke and guerrillas fired into the air,
rites of mourning that expressed frustration as
well as sadness. In Ein el-Hilweh, streets, nar-
row alleyways and tiny houses were bedecked
with Arafat’s pictures and Palestinian flags,
while black banners hung from balconies. The
command of Arafat’s mainstream Fatah move-
ment opened its offices in both camps to
receive condolences.

In Jordan, having the largest concentration
of Palestinian refugees outside the West Bank
and Gaza Strip, Palestinians wept when they
woke to the news of Arafat’s passing. “It feels
like I lost a father and a good friend”, said 55-
year-old Mohammed Sbeiha wiping away his
tears. “He was a great man, he cared for the
Palestinian people and for the Palestinian
cause, he tried to help refugees like me, but
couldn’t do much because they (Israelis) don’t
want us back in our homes in Palestine”, he
said.

Arafat had promised refugee Palestinians
that they would one day be able to return to
the homes they lost after the 1948 founding of
Israel and subsequent wars, but the issue
remained one of the most intractable in peace
negotiations with Israel. In Amman’s Wehdat
camp, women were shrouded in black and
Quranic verses blared from mosques and shop
loudspeakers.

In Baqaa, the largest of Jordan’s 13 UN-run
refugee settlements housing 1.7 million
Palestinians, shops were closed for a one-day
general strike called by camp elders. A pro-
Arafat march was scheduled after the Muslim
noon prayers.

Portraits of Arafat were being hung in shop
windows and in the squalid streets of Baqaa,
27 kilometers north of Amman, and cars were
also draped in black flags.

JERUSALEM, Nov. 11. — Israel today
said, the demise of Palestinian Authority
Chairman Yasser Arafat would be a “his-
toric turning point” for West Asia and ex-
pressed the hope that it would lead to
cessation of terrorism in the region.

Mr Sharon, who did mention Arafat by
name, said: “The recent events could be a
historic turning point for the Middie

" bast. israel 1s & TOUNITY tnal Seeks peace
and will continue its efforts to reach a |
peace deal with the Palestlmans without
delay.” The oo s 3
Prime Minister
also expressed
the hope that
the Palestinians
would work to-
wards “stopping
terrorism?”,
which he said
was a precondi-
tion for dialogue "
and reaching a -
peace deal.

“I hope the
new Palestinian
leadership
would come to

The recent events
couid be a historic
understand that =

progress in our

relationship and
the solving of

problems  de- .

pends first and foremost on the cessatnon

of terrorism and a real-and serious effort

to curb terrorists operating in. its territor-
’, he said.

Forexgn minister Mr - Silvan Shalom
echoed Mr Sharon by calling the passing
away of the Palestinian leader as herald-
ing “a new era”. “Our region, after Ara--
fat, has turned into a different region,
and in my view, will be a better region,”
he told Army Radio. “Arafat for years led
the ideology that it is possible to achieve
by the force of arms and the path of ter-
ror what might have been achieved by ne-
gotiation,” he said. “This path of forty
years of involvement in terrorism has
yielded only victims, blood and destruc-

A Palestinian security man cries as he holds a portrait of Yasser Arafat during a demonstration tion,” Mr Shalom said.

in Jenin in the West Bank on Thursday. — AFP

Death opens up peace process: Bush

Associated Press Whﬂ‘l' “Iey : Sﬂid

“| am saddened:at the news

Was he poisoned?

BEIRUT, Nov. 11. — A top leader of a Palestinian
militant group publicly accused Israel of killing
Yasser Arafat.

Neither doctors nor Palestinian leaders would

for an Arafat funeral in Cairo
and burial in Ramallah, on
the West Bank, where Arafat:

explicitly endorse establish-
ment of a Palestinian state
on land now held by Israel,

WASHINGTON, Nov. 11. —

say what caused Arafat's death today after days in S President George W. Bush Mr Bush renewed that made his headquarters. - of passing away of President
a coma at a Paris hospital. . says he hopes Yasser Arafat’s pledge immediately after his s Arafat, he would always be -
Rumours, that he had been poisoned by Israel death will clear the way for re-election last week. EU seeks new push for peaCe remembered as a friend and a
had swirled fer weeks'. ‘I hold Israel responsible successful West Asia peace Mr Bush shunned Arafat ‘ true patriot” — Prime Mimster
~dor the crime,” Hamas' top political leader, Khaled negotiations with new Palesti-  from the outset of his admin- The European Union said Dr Manmohan Singh. -
Mashaal, told Al-Jazeera TV by telephone. He of-  pjap Jeaders. istration, refusing to invite today it was contacting Isracli = “President Arafat was one of
fered no evidence. . o i “The death of Yasser Ara- him to the White House. He and Palestinian leaders in an  those leaders who could be .
Mashaal referred to his own poisoning by Israeli  fa¢ js a significant moment in  sent secretary of state Mr attempt to push West Asia instantly recognised by people

agents in 1997 in Jordan. Mashaal survived only
after Israel sent the antidote under pressure from
the late Jordanian King Hussein.

“French, Arab or Palestinian doctors may not be
able to find evidence Arafat had been poisoned,”
Mashaal said.

Hamas had opposed Arafat’s decision to negoti-
ate peace with Israel and beena rival for power.
Mashaal said Arafat's death was “a message to
the Palestinians and Arabs that this will be the
fate of anyone who rejects an lsraeli settiement
with Israeli conditions.” — AP

Palestinian history”, Mr Bush
said after Arafat’s death ear-
ly today in a Paris hospital.

“We express our condolen-
ces to the Palestinian people.
For the Palestinian people,
we hope that the future will
bring peace and the fulfill-
ment of their aspirations for
an independent, democratic
Palestine that is at peace
with its neighbours”.

The first US President to

Colin Powell to talk to Ara-
fat on the West Bank, but
those contacts dwindled and
eventually were cut-off when
the Bush administration con-
cluded Arafat was inept and
had not done enough to stop
attacks on Israel.

In June 2002, Mr Bush
urged the Palestinians to re-
place Arafat with leaders
“not compromised by ter-
or.” Plans are being made

Standard bearer of nationalism

57 asser Arafat was the
standard-bearer  of
Palestinian nationalism for

in-any walk of life. He expressed
and symbolised the national
aspirations of the Palestinian

“people.” — UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan.

“Arafat’s legacy is one of
terrorism and failed leadership.
Instead of building a state for
the Palestinians, he focused on
ways to destroy Israel” — Mr
AH Foxman, national director of
the Anti-Defamation League, in -
New York.

peace efforts forward follow-
ing the death of Yasser
Arafat, AP adds from
Brussels.

“Contacts have started with
the Palestinians and the
Israelis, it is too early to see
what will be the next step,”
EU foreign policy chief Mr
Javier Solana said: “The EU
is going to work without delay
to see how we can give an
impulse to the peace process.”

After Arafat what,
asks New Delhi

nearly half a century, but
never saw his dream of an
independent state become
reality.

A career that saw him
graduate from guerrilla
leader to the Nobel prize-
winning President of the
Palestinian Authority, fiz-
zled out amid Israeli calls
for his assassination and
demands from his own
people for drastic reform.

But his status as the 40-
year symbol of the
Palestinians’ fight for their
homeland was never chal-
lenged and he leaves a
huge gap, difficult to fill.

His death at 75 also
showed that time finally
caught up with a man
known as a survivor.

Arafat was born
Mohammed Abdel-Rawf
Arafat  al-Qudwa  al-
Hussaini, on 4 August 1929.

The official version of his
life history records that he
was born in Jerusalem.
However, numerous biog-
raphers - have established
that he was in fact born in
Cairo, where his father,
from Gaza, owned a busi-
ness. He spent his child-
hood shuttling between
Cairo and Palestine. By 17,
he was running guns to
Palestinian groups fighting
for the creation of a Jewish

A combo on the march of time. — AFP

state as the British mandate
in Palestine crumbled after
the end of World War I1.
He fought in the 1948
war between Israel and its
Arab neighbours.
Shattered by Israel’s crush-
ing victory, he returned to
Egypt and Cairo University
where he studied engineer-
ing and got involved in
Palestinian political circles.
Falling foul of Egyptian
President Gamal Abdul
Nasser, he left for Kuwait
where he established an
engineering business.
Together with Khalil al-
Wazir, Faruq Khaddumi,
Salah Khalaf and Mahmud

OBITUARY

Abbas, he founded the
Fatah movement in 1959 to
fight against Israel. Arafat,
who had taken the nom de
guerre of Abu Ammar, was
elected chairman of the
executive committee of the
PLO in February 1969 and
stepped on to the world
stage in his trademark Arab
headdress, or keffiyeh, and
green fatigues.

At the UN General
Assembly in November
1974, Arafat summed up
his philosophy in words still
relevant three decades on.

“Today I have come bear-
ing an olive branch and a
freedom fighter’s gun. Do
not let the olive branch fall
from my hand,” he said.

After securing the PLO
leadership, Arafat began
an odyssey that saw him
wind up in Tunisia after
being expelled from Jordan
by King Hussein’s troops in
1970 and from Lebanon by
Israeli forces in 1982.

With military options
running out and the erup-
tion of the first Palestinian
intifada, or uprising, in the
West Bank and Gaza in
1987 he began to negotiate
with Israel.

Keith Flory and .
Nilova Roy Chaudhury

NEW DELHI, Nov. 11. —
Trademark black and white
‘kaffiyeh’ in place, Yasser
Arafat was, for decades,
Palestine’s face in India. Al-
though no longer the dar-
ling of India that he was in
the days'when Indira Gan-
dhi propelled the country
into the vanguard of the
Non-Aligned Movement,
Yasser Arafat remained a
focal point of India’s West
Asia policy. Now that poli-
cy will require to be re-fo-
cussed, which will not be
easy in the absence of an
accredited successor to

CArafat as a leader of the

Palestinian people.
Despite abandoning the
previous freeze on any-
thing to do with Israel,
New Delhi had consistent-
ly tried to project a pos-
ture that warming up to
Tel Aviv, a process initi-
ated during Mr Narasimha
Rao’s premiership which
Mr Vajpayee took to con-
siderable heights, did not
mean leaving Palestine
and Arafat out in the cold.
The UPA government,
particularly external affairs
minister, Mr Natwar Singh,
went on record to dismiss
as outrageous Israeli sug-

gestions of not conducting
business with Arafat.

That message was sought
to be sent out again recent-
ly when the current minis- -
ter of state for external af-
fairs, Mr E Ahamed, vis-
ited Palestine a few months
ago and made much of his
reassuring Arafat and his
Palestine Liberation Or-
ganisation that there had
been no dilution of India’s
commitment to the crea-

tion of an independent /

state of Palestine. !

While, in principle, that
commitment stands, giving
practical shape to it with-
out Arafat at the helm of
affairs would be a complex
mission.

There is danger of the
Palestinian leadership
passing into more violent
hands, which would raise
the question — what dif-
ferentiates a terrorist from
a freedom fighter?

When Arafat was in
power — and India never
quite went along with Isra-
el that he had ceased to be
a man with whom business
could be done — a certain
balance could be main-
tained in the relationship
with Tel Aviv and the com-
pound in West Bank from
where the besieged leader
tried to steer his ship.
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Nov. 11. — Yasser Arafat,
revered as the champion of
Palestinian statehood and
reviled as an opportunistic ter-
rorist, died today at the age of
75, sending spasms of grief
through the Palestinians but
rekindling calls for new peace
talks with Israel.

His death marked the end of
an era in West Asia, leaving
the Palestinians without a
strong leader for the first time
since Arafat took charge of
their national struggle four
decades ago and sparking
fears of a chaotic power strug-
gle that could lead to fighting

¢fie
in the streets. ‘

In a hurried effort to pro;ect
continuity, the PLO elected
former Palestinian Premier,
Mr Mahmoud Abbas, as its
new chief, virtually ensuring
he will succeed Arafat as
leader of the Palestinians, at
least for an interim period.

The Palestinian legislature
also swore in parliament Spea-
ker Mr Rauhi Fattouh as care-
taker President of the Pales-
tinian Authority until elections
can be held in 60 days, accord-
ing to Palestinian law.

Arafat died at 3.30 am. at a
French military hospital.
Neither his doctors nor
Palestinian leaders said what
killed him. “He closed his eyes

Mixed legacy of a man who lived his own myth -~

Nov. 11. — Yasser Arafat lived his
own myth. If an interviewer was
impertinent enough to ask him a
challenging question, he puffed with
anger: “Don’t you know who you're
talking to? I am General Yasser Ara-
fat.” The journalist got the message,
never the answer.

Arafat reigned like a mafia godfa-
ther. As a national icon, the man who
gave the Palestinians their identity, he
divided and ruled. He refused to del-
egate, on either the political or the
security front. No payment was made
without his signature. Only the most
trusted aides knew where he banked

the movement’s money. His hitmen
punished anyone who dared to criti-
cise him in public. Nabil Amr, a dissi-
dent former minister, was shot at this
summer and had to have a leg ampu-
tated.

If Arafat didn’t order specific ter-
rorist operations, he dictated the
strategy of struggle. The bombers and
the gunmen knew which would enjoy
his blessing. He lied without scruple,
as he did to the British foreign secre-
tary, Mr Jack Straw, and other
Western statesmen over the Karin A
arths ship, captured by Israel in
January 2002.

Lacking a son, he groomed no heir.
As a result he leaves behind a dan-
gerous void — for the Palestinians

ds with A
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and his big heart stopped. He
left for God but he is still
among this great people,”
senior Arafat aide Mr Tayeb
Abdelrahim said sobbing
with grief.

A wave of grief quickiy
swept across the West Bank
and Gaza Strip. Thousands
ran into the streets, clutching
his photograph, crying and
wondering how they would
survive without the man who
embodied their struggle for
statehood. “He is our father,
he is Palestine,” said Ms
Namia Abu-Safia (48), sob-
bing in the Jebaliya refugee
camp in the Gaza Strip.

Black smoke from burning
tyres rose across the Gaza
Strip, gunmen fired i into the air
in grief. Palestinian flags at
Arafat’s headquarters here
were lowered to halfmast.
Sombre music played on the
radio, church bells rang out,
and Quranic verses were play-
ed for hours over mosque
loudspeakers.

Hundreds of Palestinians
threw rocks at Israeli cars and
burned tyres today as demon-
strators in the West Bank vent-
ed their outrage over Arafat’s
death, the Israeli army said.
Israeli troops used rubber-
coated metal bullets and fired
teargas to break up the rally of
about 400 people at Beit
Umar, a village near the West |
Bank city of Hebron. ‘

The Palestinian Cabinet
declared 40 days of mourning
and the Al Aqsa Martyrs’
Brigades in Gaza, a militant
group linked to Arafat’s Fatah
movement, decided to change
its name to the Martyr Yasser
Arafat Brigades.

The Israeli military said all
West Bank Palestinians would
be allowed to attend the funer-
al at Ramallah. Only VIPs will
be permitted to come from
Gaza, a source said, adding
that Israel had information
that terror groups would use
the funeral to plan an attack.
— Associated Press

Special package: page 3
Another report on page §

and Israelis. This week’s soap opera
confrontation - between Arafat’s
estranged wife Suha and the caretak-
er leadership could prove a trailer for
a far more sinister power struggle.
“We’re looking at a potentlally rev-
olutionary situation,” warns Mr
Joseph Alpher, a strategic analyst and
joint editor of Bitterlemons, an Israeli-
Palestinian Internet journal. “It’s
impossible with any degtee of accura-
cy or objectivity to assess what’s going
to happen. There’s simply no prece-
dent for an ordetly transfet of power
among the Palestinians. Arafat’s only
the second national leader they've
ever had, and between him and the
first, Haj ‘Amifi al Husseini, there was
a 20-year hiatus. “There are so many

afat’s passing

A mourner, sporting a checkered keﬁiyeh raises her hand in Yasser Arafat’s traditional gesture ata gathenng
outside the Percy military hospital near Paris on Thursday. — AFP

potentxal new dynamics and new
power players,” Mr Alpher adds. “It
can go from an orderly transfer to the
elders of Fatah, which is what we are
seeing right now, all the way to a
Somalia-like situation and a thousand
different gradations in between.”

Mr Khalil Shikaki, a Palestinian
political scientist, expects the short-
term transfer of power to go smooth-
ly, if only because Arafat died in hos-
pital and not by violence. But he
believes the transitional leadership
will soon face serious challenges.
“The next six months will be very crit-
ical... Hamas and Islamic Jihad will
not challenge the transfer of power in
the immediate future. But if no date
is set for elections, if there is more

division and fragmentation because
the old guard fails to forge a coalition
with the young guard, if the transi-
tional leadership tries to enforce a
ceasefire in the absence of an Israeli
restraint on its use of force, then both
Hamas and the young guard will
quickly challenge its legitimacy. They
will direct their force at the Israelis in
order to dispirit and show as impo-
tent the transitional leadership.”
Arafat’s interim successor looks
like being Mr Mahmoud Abbas
(nicknamed Abu Mazen), a former
Prime Minister, who currently serves
as general secretary of the PLO. He
has frequently denounced what he
calls the militarisation of the Intifada.
“Abu Mazen’s real test will lie in his

ability to impose law and order and
ultimately bring about a state of
calm,” Mr Roni Shaked, an Israeli
commentator, wrote in the Yediot
Ahronot daily. “Amid the prevailing
uncertainty, it is a tall order, especial-
ly for a 69-year-old without charisma
or popular following.”

On the optimistic scenario, a more
pragmatic Palestinian leadership
could present Mr Ariel Sharon with
fresh options. The Israeli Premier
insists that Arafat’s demise will not
change the timetable of his planned
evacuation of the Gaza Strip and the
northern West Bank. But if he had a
partner after all, it could make the
disengagement more orderly and less
fraught with danger.
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© says Hamas

Ramallah: Accusing Israel
of plotting Yasser Arafat’s
murder, Palestinian militant
group Hamas on Thursday
said that it has strengthened
its resolve to keep up attacks
-on Israel, amidst renewed
calls for a unified Palestinian
leadership comprising all
factions.

“The loss of the great
leader will increase our de-
termination and steadfast-
ness to continue jihad and re-
sistance against the Zionist ”
enemy until victory and lib-
eration is achieved,” Hamas
said in a statement.

Sami Abu Zuhri, Hamas’s
spokesman in Gaza, has
called upon its members to
honour the memory of its
leader and maintain Pales-
tinian unity.

“We lost by his death one of
our great symbols and one of
the main focus of our nation-
al struggle and identity,” Abu
Zuhri told local media.

The tone of the Islamic Ji-
had however was milder. Is-
lamic Jihad spokesman in
Gaza, Nafez Arzam, said,
“with hearts full of belief in
God we mourn President
Yasser Arafat who was a
great leader for the Palestin-
ian people”.

“This is a time for unity,
steadfastness. We are all one
people fighting for our free-
dom and to liberate our land,”
Mohammad Al-Hindi, a top
Jeader for Islamic Jihad said.

“We are looking to see a
smooth transfer of authority
within fatah at this;stage and
later all issues must be dis-
cussed including the forma-
tion of a unified national
leadership or an emergency
leadership formed up by all
factions,” he asserted. p1i
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IF THE Palestinians ever get
an independent state, it will
be because of — and in spite
of — Yasser Arafat. No other
person has so embodied Pa-
lestinian hopes and setbacks
or been so identified both
with violence and negotiated
efforts to achieve peace.

A survivor of Israeli assas-
sination attempts, Arab in-
trigue, civil wars and even a
plane crash, Arafat died early

. foday. While alive, he achieved
mythic status in West Asia
and beyond. He wore combat
fatigues to symbolise the mili-
tant struggle for a Palestine
state and a checkered head-
scarf folded in the shape of
Palestine before the founding
of modern Israel.

But the waging of war
against Israel did not equip
him to govern or establish a
country. “He was the George
Washington and the Abraham
Lincoln of the Palestinians,”
says Ziad Asali, the Palestin-
ian-American president of the
American Task Force on
Palestine, a Washington-based
advocacy group. “He was the
best and the worst of us.”

Arafat shared the Nobel
Peace Prize with Israeli lead-
ers Yitzhak Rabin and Shi-
mon Peres for the 1993 Oslo
accords that brought hope for
an end to the century-long Ar-
ab-Israeli conflict. But Arafat
could not or would not stop
suicide bombings against Is-
raeli civilians. And he lost the
support of many Israelis who
were willing to cede territory
for a Palestinian state.

Yossi Alpher, a veteran Is-
raeli political analyst and ad-
viser to Israeli prime minis-
ters, says Arafat will “be re-
membered by most Israelis as

- The Washi

=

a non-credible, violence-pro-
ne leader who could never
make the transition from ter-
rorist to statesman and never
come to terms with Israel as a
Jewish state”.

Arafat witnessed Arab-
Muslim riots in the late 1930s,
as Jews fled a growing Nazi
threat in Europe and settled
in British-run Palestine. A

%
™
f\/N

founder of the Palestinian fac-

tion called Fatah, Arafat and’

his associates in 1969 took
control of the Palestine Liber-
ation Organisation (PLO), a
group established by Arab
states in 1964 that sought the
destruction of Israel.

The tactics that elements of
the PLO employed made it the
al-Qaida of the 1970s. PL.O me-
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’ AP
FINAL FAREWELL suha Arafat follows her late hushand’s funeral cortege in Paris on Thursday.

mbers were responsible for
hijackings, airport massacr-
es, and the murders of Israeli
athletes at the Munich Olym-
pics in 1972 and of two US
diplomats in Sudan in 1973.
But the violence also drama-
tised Palestinian grievances,
particularly the plight of
750,000 Palestinians who be-
came refugees after Israeli in-
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What finally

killed Arafat?

THE FRENCH military
doctors who treated Yasser
Arafat up to his death re-
fused on Thursday to say
what the 75-year-old Pales-
tinian leader died of, saying
it was private information
meant for his family only.

“T have no declaration to
make on that subject”, a
spokesman for the French
military’s medical service,
Christian Estripeau said.

The doctors who tended
to Arafat at the Percy mili-
tary hospital on the out-
skirts of Paris since Octo-
ber 29 have given no public
diagnosis of the Palestin-
ian Authority president's
illness.

Arafat’s doctor said the
day before the Palestinian
leader was airlifted out of
his West Bank headquar-
ters that Arafat suffered a
low blood platelet count;
sparking speculation that
cancer, a bleeding stomach
ulcer or another serious ail-
ment was the cause.

AFP Paris

dependence. They and their
children made their homes in
camps maintained by Arab
states, in part to keep pres-
sure on Israel.

Arafat’s PLO first found
refuge in Jordan, but the or-
ganisation’s behaviour, in-
cluding hijacking aircraft to
Jordan, led to a civil war and
expulsion of the PLO in 1970.

Arafat moved to Beirut. Fol-
lowing an Israeli invasion of
Lebanon in 1982, Arafat and
the PLO were evicted again,
this time to Tunisia.

A Palestinian uprising that
began in the West Bank and
Gaza in 1987 to protest Israel’s
then-20-year occupation gave
the PLO new energy and pro-
vided impetus for new diplo-
macy. In 1988, at a meeting in
Algeria of the Palestinian
parliament in exile, the PLO
for the first time recognised
the right of two states to exist
on the land from the Mediter-
ranean to the Jordan River.

In December 1988, Arafat
publicly renounced terrorism,

and the US opened contacts -

with the PLO. But the PLO
was marginalised again after
he sided with Irag following
its invasion of Kuwait. Arafat
rebounded after the 1991 Guif
War, when the administration
of the elder George Bush or-
ganised the first comprehen-
sive Arab-Israeli peace talks.
The government of PM Rabin
secretly negotiated a peace ac-
cord with the organisation in
Oslo in 1993. It allowed Arafat
and the PLO to establish an
administration on a portion of
the West Bank and Gaza in re-
turn for promising to give up
violence. In 2000, he was of-
fered the chance to have a na-

tion when Israeli Prime Min- .

ister Ehud Barak offered
Arafat 97 per cent of the West
Bank and all of Gaza, accord-
ing to Dennis Ross, West Asia
envoy for the first Bush and
Clinton administrations. He
refused. Ariel Sharon, leader
of the Likud party, defeated
Barak in elections soon after
and withdrew the offer.

USA Today

of Palestine
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Falluja,” Nov. 10 (Reuters):
US-led troops battled through
“half of Falluja” today, but
Muslim militant kidnappers
threatened to behead three rel-
atives of Iraq’s interim prime
minister if he did not call off
the offensive.

Prime Minister Iyad
Allawi's 75-year-old cousin
Ghazi Allawi, the cousin’s wife
and their daughter-in-law
were seized near their home in
Baghdad vesterdav an Allawi

spokesman said.

The previously unknown
Ansar al-Jihad group said the
hostages would die unless
Allawi, “head of the Iragi
agenis”, halted the Falluja of-
fensive and freed prisoners.

“If the agent government
does not meet our demands
within 48 hours, we will be-
head them,” it said in a state-
ment dated today and posted
on an Islamist website.

“This is yet another crimi-
nal act by terrorists and will
not thwart the determination
of the government to combat
terrorism,” a brief statement
from Allawi’s office said.

The three were seized a day
after Allawi ordered a full-
blooded assault by US and
Iraqi forces aimed at ridding
Falluja of rebels and suspect-
ed foreign Islamist fighters to
pave the way for nationwide
elections planned for January.

The Iraqi military said it

“Just get out’

London, Nov. 10 (AFP):
Madonna made a rare foray
into politics calling for her
home country to withdraw
its troops from Iraq during
an interview with the BBC.
“I just don’t want Amer-
ican troops to be in Iraq, pe-
riod,” she said yesterday on

BBC radio. “My feelings

are: ‘Can we inst all oot

cie geaue aeas s

out?’,” said the 46-year-old
star, who lives mainly in
London with husband Guy
Ritchie.

Madonna: Material view

had found “hostage slaughter-
houses” used by militant kid-
nappers in the city

Insurgents hitting back
elsewhere provoked running
battles in the northern city of
Mosul and parts of Baghdad.

Air  strikes, artillery
shelling and mortar fire shook
Falluja during intense clashes
interspersed with periods of
relative calm, a Reuters re-
porter in the Sunni city said.

The military said US and
Iraqi forces had “fought their
way through half of the city,
including the Jolan district,
suspected of being the epicen-
tre of insurgent activity”.

It said those forces had met
light resistance from “small
pockets of fighters™ on their
way through the city.

“We've reached the heart
of Jolan,” Major Clark Watson
said. “It’s too early to say we
are controlling it ... because
there will always be pockets of
resistance.”

Helicopters later fired mis-
siles at targets in Jolan before
Marine infantry and Iraqi
troops moved back in. “There
are still many snipers in build-
ings in Jolan,” Alaa Abboud,
an Iraqi soldier just back from
the area, said.

The US military said 11
American troops and two
Iraqis had been Kilied since
10,000 US soldiers and
Marines and 2,000 Iraqi troops
launched the offensive on
Monday night.

It said the mayor’s office
had been captured at about 4

i Kin hostage in
" Falluja retaliation

0100 GMT. Key bridges, civic
buildings, mosques and
weapons caches had also been
seized in the offensive.

The firepower raining
down on Falluja must have
caused civilian casualties, but
no clear figures have emerged.

The Red Cross said it was
“very worried” about the
plight of the wounded in Fal-
luja. An ICRC spokesman said
thousands of civilian fugitives
from Fallyja needed water,
food, medical care and shelter.
Local people say children have
been among those Killed.

As the Falluja fighting
raged, gunmen battled Iraqi
police in the northern city of
Mosul, witnesses said. Au-
thorities imposed a curfew
and closed bridges to contain
the trouble.

Gunmen also took to the
streets in Baghdad’s western
district of Ghazaliya, stopping
traffic and blocking a bridge.
Residents said fierce clashes
broke out later. A US Humvee
crashed in Baghdad after a
sniper shot at the driver, a
Reuters cameraman said. The
vehicle rolled on its side. A US
military spokesman said he
would check the report.

North of Baghdad, a road-
side bomb killed a US soldier
and wounded another, the mil-
itary said. A policeman was
killed and two wounded in a
similar attack near Samarra.

e
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For all his successes and failures, Arafat knew what he could realistically obtain for his.people

‘Headgeared for reality
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ASSER ARAFAT and Fidel
v Castro have easily been the
most recognisable faces of po-
litical leaders during the last quar-
ter century. Castro, of late, has dis-
appeared from the headlines, but
Arafat continues to dominate the
world media despite Israel’s, and the
United States’, persistent attempts
to marginalise him. More than any
other national leader during the pre-
vious century, Arafat’s name has be-
come synonymous with the freedom
movement of his people. When we
talk of Mahatma Gandhi as the Fa-
ther of the Nation, several other
names claim attention at the same
time — Nehru, Patel, Azad and oth-
ers. But when Palestine is the sub-
ject, only one name comes to mind.

It is a shame that the present Is-
raeli prime minister made it his
highest priority to get rid of Arafat,
if not physically then certainly po-
litically Were his predecessors any
less concerned about Israel’s securi-
ty than Sharon? They not only had
no problem in shaking Arafat’s
hand, but they also negotiated with
him matters of vital importance to
Israel. Even Sharon sent his son to
talk to Arafat in the beginning.

It’s a fact that but for Arafat, there
would have been no Oslo and, conse-
quently, no peace treaty with Jordan
and no agreement with Lebanon.
While Sharon was opposed to the
Oslo agreement when it was con-
cluded in 1993, he can’t deny that
he’s the beneficiary of Oslo, which
earned much legitimacy for Israel
and diplomatic recognition from
China, India and other countries.
Whether Arafat had genuinely ac-
cepted the existence of the Israeli
State is not relevant. What'’s signifi-
cant is that under Arafat, the Pales-
tinian National Council adopted the
two-State reality in 1988.

In an interview with an Israeli
newspaper in June 2004, Arafat stat-
ed unequivocally that he recognised
the right of Israel to exist as a ‘Jew-
ish’ State. He did not demand, much
less expect, that all the nearly 4 mil-
lion Palestinian refugees should be
allowed to return to their homes in
the former undivided territory of
Palestine. He made a special plea for
the nearly 200,000 Palestinian
refugees in Lebanon. But even in re-

By CHINMAYA R. GHAREKHAN

spect of them, he didn't suggest that
they be entitled to return to Israel.
Instead, he asked for a token num-
ber to come back. His argument was
that about 65 per cent of .the immi-
grants from Russia, who went to Is-
rael in the Eighties-Nineties, were
not Jews; why then can Israel not
accept a few thousand Palestinians?

Arafat was prepared to accept
substantial limitations on the sover-
eignty of a future Palestinian State.
He said in a statement in Stockholm
about ten years ago that he would
agree that Palestine would be a de-
militarised State. He was also will-
ing to agree to many other restric-
tions. All this suggests that Arafat
was a pragmatic statesman. He
knew what he could realistically ex-
pect to obtain for his people and
what was unattainable. In other
words, he could be a ‘partner’ for Is-
rael in peace negotiations.

Arafat could, and should, have
done more to convince Israel and
others that he condemned terror-
ism. Whether he could have put an
end to all suicide bombings by him-
self is not clear. I personally doubt
that he could have turned on and off
the bombings, though sometimes
Arafat himself, perhaps out of a mis-
guided sense of ego, suggested that
he had the required influence to do
so. As former US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright said, Arafat was
required to make 100 per cent effort
to curb terror though he might not
get 100 per cent resulits. Arafat failed
to convince the Americans (it would
be almost impossible to convince the
Israelis) that he had made a good
faith effort to put an end to the ter-
rorist acts. He may have had his do-
mestic reasons for not making this

effort. But that can’t be an excuse as
far as others are concerned.

In the words of former Israeli For-
eign Minister Abba Eban, the Arabs
‘never miss an opportunity to miss
an opportunity’. Did Arafat miss his
last opportunity to establish a uni-
versally recognised Palestinian
State in July 2000 during the Camp
David negotiations under the spon-
sorship of Bill Clinton? The Israeli
and American media would have us
believe so. According to them, the
then Israeli PM Ehud Barak made a
most generous offer to Arafat: 96-97
per cent of the West Bank. Arafat,
according to the same sources, not
only turned down the proposal, he
didn’t put forward a counter-propos-
al. American members of the dele-
gation present at Camp David have
published accounts in which they
have clearly said that it would be
wrong to blame Arafat alone for the
failure of the talks. While Barak had
full and prior knowledge of the
package put forward by Clinton,
Arafat was caught by surprise.

Arafat, however dictatorial he
might have been in his dealings with
his organisation, couldn’t have giv-
en his concurrence to anything
without consulting his people, the
executive committee of the PLO.
There was also the principle of the
Palestinian State being established
on territory equivalent in size to the
total area of occupied West Bank.
Arafat and the PLO were ready to
forego those parts of West Bank on
which large settlement blocks were
built, illegal as they were, that were
corntiguous to Israel, but on condi-
tion that Palestine would get equiva-
lent territorial compensation eise-
where, either in north Israel or in

11 NOV 2004

the Negev: Neither Barak nor Clin-
ton was agreeable to that.

That takes me to Arafat’s second
mistake. A most courageous and
imaginative initiative was taken by
Israeli Left-wing leader Yossi Beillin
along with a Palestinian leader
close to Arafat in 2003 to elaborate a
detailed blueprint to solve all out-
standing issues such as the future of
Jerusalem, territorial adjustments
and the ‘refugees question’. Among
other provisions, the initiative, the
Geneva Initiative, explicitly recog-
nised the principle of full territori-
al compensation to Palestine for any
areas of West Bank that would be in-
corporated into Israel such as the
big settlement block of Ma’ale Adu-
mim just east of Jerusalem which is’
not even connected to Jerusalem.

Arafat should have embraced the
Geneva Initiative at least as an ac-
ceptable basis for negotiations. It
would have enhanced his credibility
with a dwindling Israeli population
that regarded him as a viable nego-
tiating partner. It certainly was a
lost opportunity, not so much to
solve the problem because Sharon
and the Israeli Right would never
have accepted it, but to re-establish
his credentials with some sections of
the international community.

Arafat was absolutely right not to
give any credit to Sharon for his
Gaza disengagement plan which, as
Sharon himself has admitted, is
meant to freeze the possibility of a
Palestinian State for all time. In the
words of a top Sharon aide: “Effec-
tively, this whole package called the
Palestinian State, with all that it en-
tails, has been removed indefinitely
from our agenda [as a result of the
Gaza disengagement plan].” Arafat,
however, was careful not to reject it.

The transition to post-Arafat
Palestinian institutions is expected
to be fairly smooth. It will certainly
be non-violent, though the usual
jockeying for power might take
place. If Israel resists the tempta-
tion to interfere in the process by
promoting its own preferred candi-
dates to succeed Arafat, the Pales-
tinian people have the wisdom to
elect the leaders of their choice.

The writer is former Permanent
Representative of India fo the UN
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~Confusion
Gr”shrouds;%;
Arafat state

Paris, Nov. 9 (Reuters): The
fate of Palestinian President
Yasser Arafat was mired in
confusion today as French
doctors contradicted reports
by senior Palestinian officials
that the veteran leader had
died at a Paris hospital.

Palestinian foreign minis-
ter Nabil Shaath, in a strenu-
ous denial, said Arafat, 75, was
“very much alive”, but several
political sources said he had
succumbed to the mystery ill-
ness that led to his being flown
to Paris on October 29.

A senior aide said Arafat,
who lapsed into a coma last
week, had suffered a brain
haemorrhage.

Palestinian sources said
leaders were waiting for a sen-
ior Muslim cleric to arrive on
Wednesday to give the go-
ahead for disconnecting life-
support machines.

“He is dead,” one Palestin-
ian source said. “He died after
bleeding in the brain began
last night. His bodyguards
started hugging and kissing
and telling each other to be
strong.”

But a spokesman for
French medical services said:
“Mr Arafat is not dead.”
Shaath described Arafat as
“very il1”, saying his brain,
heart and lungs still func-
tioned.

The flurry of conflicting
reports surfaced during a visit
to Paris by a delegation of
three senior Palestinian offi-
cials, all seen as potential suc-

Yasser Arafat

cessors to Arafat, to check on
the Palestinian leader despite
his wife’s angry objections.

In four decades leading the
Palestinian nationalist cause,
Arafat has gone from guerrilla
icon to Nobel prize-winning
peacemaker to a shunned oid
leader facing renewed blood-
shed with Israel.

Arafat has been in a coma
brought on by a still-undis-
closed iliness, with his dream
of a Palestinian state unre-
alised, a possible succession
battle brewing and the threat
of chaos in Palestinian terri-
tories looming.

He has been widely ad-
mired by Palestinians as the
father of their struggle for
statehood but was reviled by
many Israelis as the face of
terror.

Both sides have wondered
whether his death might serve
as the catalyst for first real
peace effort in years or plunge
the region into deeper crisis.
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Palestinians disown

‘money-mi

Y

Guardian News Service M
Ramallah/Paris, November 9

ON SUHA Arafat’s old street, al-
Mahkakim, in Ramallah, there’s not
much doubt about what lies behind the
unseemly tussle between the wife of
the Palestinian leader and the men
poised to replace him.

“The most important part of it is
money,” said Manel Shami, who grew
up on the same block of the middle-class
neighbourhood as the future Palestin-
ian first lady and knew her well. “Suha
was never interested in politics.”

Passing, a 23-year-old engineer
called Shirin agreed. “Suha came here
to take away the President to Paris to
get the money. She never came here be-
fore, during the intifada,” she said.

It is a view that rumbled across Ra-
mallah yesterday as Palestinians who
grimly tolerated Suha’s extravagant
lifestyle in Paris, on £53,000 (Rs 45
lakh) a month from public coffers, be-
cause she was the wife of their leader,
finally let loose at her.

“All of us are Arafat’s family, not just
Suha,” said Nahla Koura, head of the
Palestinian Authority’s women’s af-
fairs committee. “She’s been away for
four years. Why now does she remem-
ber she has a husband and his name is
Arafat? She doesn’t want anyone to
know what is going on. She doesn’t have
the right to claim him. He is ours.”

9 NOV 2004
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‘Only hours to live’

Yasser Arafat has only hours to live,
unnamed Palestinian officials:said on
Tuesday. Earlier, a Palestinian
minister who visited Arafat in hospi-
tal said he was dead - a statement
contradicted by the hospital. But doc-
tors said his coma had ‘deepened’
mSee Page 15 ‘

Money is clearly on Suha’s mind, be-
cause among those she has feuded with
in Paris over the past week is Mo-
hammed Rashid, her husband’s finan-
cial manager, who is one of the few
men who knows where the secret bank
accounts are held. Even fewer people
know how much they contain, but esti-
mates range from hundreds of millions
to more than £1bn (Rs 8,400 crore).

Last year, French authorities re-
vealed they were investigating Suha

over the transfer of about £6m into her -

bank accounts in 2002 and 2003.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES




“12 kKilled in Talluja|

Troops Set For All-Out Assault On Rebels

e

By Ned Parker

Falluja: The US and Iraqi
troops battled to secure a hos-
pital and two bridges in west-
ern Falluja on Monday, while
marines entered the north-
west of the rebel enclave.

US warplanes and ar-
tillery shells also pounded
the centre of the city in the
morning, leaving 12 people
dead, according to an official
from a local clinic.

Iraq’s interim Prime Min-
ister Iyad Allawi said he had
authorised a US-led offensive
to rid the Sunni Muslim city
of insurgents.

A barrage of rocket, mor-
tar and gunfire rained on
Iraqi troops as they tried to
raise the new Iraqi flag at
Falluja’s main hospital on
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the western edge of the city,
which was seized during a
pre-dawn operation with the
US marines, said a reporter
embedded with the military.
The marines and Iraqi spe-
cial forces met minimal re-
sistance when they took con-
trol of the positions.

But that all changed with-
in hours as the soldiers were
forced to fight for the territo-
ry, using combat helicopters,
planes and tanks, the re-
porter said.

A number of buildings,
suspected of being used by
insurgents, were completely
destroyed and several others
were on fire following five
hours of clashes th.
raged on, the repo

ing into the

[N

Iraqi troops drive past after a car bomb exploded in Mosul on Monday

The hospital, so far, had
sustained minimal damage
and there were no apparent
US casualties, but it was im-
possible to gauge how many
insurgents had been killed.

In signs of the noose
around the city tightening,
marines pierced its north-
west outskirts, entering a
complex of several build-
ings, including two apart-
ment blocks, a school, a
mosque and a government
building, said an AFP re-
porter embedded with
the marines.

Some 230 Iragis were
found still living in the com-
plex, some milling about in
their underwear.They would
be evacuated from the city,
the reporter said, noting that
women and children were
among the inhabitants. reuters
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“Wife accuses Arafat aides

Associated Press
Clamart, November 8

YASSER ARAFAT’S wife
on Monday accused his
top lieutenants of seeking
to grab control from her
ailing husband, nearly tor-
pedoing a visit by three
top Palestinian officials in
the first sign of an open
power struggle while
Arafat clings to life.

In a screaming phone
call from Arafat’s hospital
bedside, Suha Arafat told
Al-Jazeera television that
Arafat’s aides were con-
spiring to usurp her hus-
band’s four-decade-long
role as Palestinian leader.

“Let it be known to the
honest Palestinian people
that a bunch of those who

want to inherit are coming

to Paris,” she shouted in
Arabic in her first public
comments since Arafat left
his West Bank compound
for France.

“I tell you they are try-
ing to bury Abu Ammar
alive,” she continued, us-
ing Arafat’'s nom de

he is going home.”

In response, Prime Min-
ister Ahmed Korei, Foreign
Minister Nabil Shaath and
Mahmoud Abbas, the for-
mer prime minister and de-
puty chairman of Arafat’s
Palestine Liberation Or-
ganisation, briefly cance-
lled a planned trip to Paris
on Monday to consult with
Arafat’s doctors and Fr-
ench officials. Shaath later
said the trip was back on.

A senior aide to Arafat,
Tayeb Abdel Rahim, origi-
nally said the three were
angry with Arafat’s wife
and didn’t want to travel
to Paris. “What came from
Suha doesn’t represent
our people,” he said. “If
the president were to hear
that, he would reject it
completely.” He said Mrs
Arafat “wanted to destroy
the Palestinian leader-
ship’s decision and to be
the lone decision-maker”.

guerre. “He is all right and.

AFP

A 1998 photograph of Suha Arafat with her daughter Zahwa in Bethiehem.

Mrs Arafat said she was
calling from Arafat’s bed-
side at the French mili-
tary hospital, where the
75-year-old leader has
been Iin intensive care
since Wednesday:.

A producer from Al-
Jazeera said the station
was confident it was Suha
Arafat on the phone. She
first called the network’s
Ramallah office, then its
headquarters in Qatar.

Her insistence that
Arafat was doing fine came
a day after French Foreign
Minister Michel Barnier
called his condition “very
complex, very serious and
stable right now”.

Palestinians have been
making contingency plans

in the event of Arafat’s
death.

Korei and Abbas have
been working together to
run Palestinian affairs in
Arafat’'s absence and to
prevent chaos and vio-
lence if the Palestinian
leader dies. Korei has tak-
en on some of Arafat’s ex-
ecutive and security pow-
ers, while Abbas has been
chairing meetings of the
PLO’s executive body.

Jamil Tarifi, the Pales-
tinian minister of civil af-
fairs, told Al-Jazeera the
group was initially hesi-
tant about going, but that
the executive committee
decided the trip would
help “reassure” worried
Palestinians.

Some Palestinians have
complained Suha Arafat
has gained too much pow-
er. She controls the flow of
information about Arafat’s
condition and has taken
charge of access to him.

Mrs Arafat, 41, is widely
believed to have control of
vast funds collected by the
PLO. She has largely
stayed out of Palestinian
politics, aithough she has
occasionally made com-
ments that caused her
problems. She has ex-
pressed sympathy for mili-
tant Palestinian groups,
and during a 1999 meeting
with then-first lady Hillary
Clinton she accused Israel
of using poison gas agai-
nst the Palestinians.

Outspoken Suha
no stranger to
controversy

SUHA ARAFAT, the once es-
tranged but loyal wife of Pales-
tinian leader Yasser Arafat
who caused a storm when she
accused his top lieutenants of
trying to bury him alive, has
long courted controversy.

During her 14-year mar-
riage to the ailing Arafat, she
has been attacked for her ex-
travagant lifestyle abroad
while Palestinians suffer at
home, and for outspoken com-
ments about Israel and sui-
cide bombers.

Athough Suha left the
Palestinian territories in ear-
ly 2001 after the outbreak of
the intifada, she has not left
Arafat’s side since he was air-
lifted from Ramallah to a
French military hospital on
October 29. Thirty-four years
younger than Arafat, the
French-educated daughter of
a wealthy Palestinian Christ-
ian couple first met the man
who was to become her hus-
band 20 years ago when she
was a student at the Sorbonne.
Arafat hired her to do public
relations for the PLO when he
was exiled in Tunis.

She later became his eco-
nomic advisor before they
married secretly in 1990, only
revealing their .union two
years later. Their only child, a
daughter called Zahwa, was
born in 1995 in a private hos-
pital in Paris — but marital
life quickly degenerated into
de facto separation.

With her dyed-blonde hair,
Suha’s penchant for expen-
sive clothes and the high-life
could not be more different
from the veteran leader’s
trademark military suit and
austere obsession with poli-
tics. Suha, a convert to Islam,
once complained to an Egypt-
ian newspaper that her hus-
band never gave her any jew-
els and lived like a bachelor:

“When I complain of being
neglected, he offers me sou-
venirs and symbols of the
Palestinian revolution,” she
said in a rare interview.

AFP, Ramallah
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“Insurgents Kill
“over 50 1n Iraq

Fallujah under

\ KD
Agencies A
Fallujah/Baghdad, Nov'7

FACING A major assault in
Fallujah, insurgents struck
back with coordinated at-
tacks on police installations
using suicide car bombs,
mortars and rocket attacks,
killing more than 50 people
and wounding more than 60,
including nearly two dozen
Americans.

The attacks could have
been aimed at relieving
pressure on Fallujah, where
about 10,000 American troo-
ps are massing for a major
assault. Website postings
claimed responsibility for
several of the Saturday at-
tacks in the name of an al-
Qaida-linked group believed
holed up in Fallujah.

At dawn on Sunday,
rebels attacked police sta-
tions in western Anbar
province, leaving 22 people
dead, at least seven of them
policemen, according to po-
lice and hospital officials.

Using bombs and small
arms fire, insurgents hit po-
lice stations in Haditha and
Haqlaniyah, 135 miles
northwest of Baghdad, said
Capt. Nasser Abdullah of
the K3 police station in
Haglaniyah.

\E\l{@ﬂl’ as\:sault

US jets pounded Fallujah
early on Saturday in the
heaviest air strikes in six
months — including five 500-
pound bombs dropped on in-
surgent targets. Residents re-
ported US artillery fire late
on Saturday in southern pa-
rts of the city. US jets pound-
ed and destroyed five wea-
pons caches after nightfall.

Early on Sunday, Marines
fired artillery at rebel posi-
tions inside Fallujah and
clashed with armed insur-
gents, Kkilling at least 16.

Two US soldiers were
wounded at a checkpoint,
the US military said.

12 National Guards killed

Twelve Iraqi National Gua-
rds were abducted and exe-
cuted by militants dressed
as policemen while travel-
ling home to Najaf, an offi-
cial with a leading Shia par-
ty said on Sunday.

Minister attacked

Iraqi Finance Minister Adel
Abdul Mahdi survived an
assassination attempt on
Sunday, when a large car
bomb exploded in his home
street in central Baghdad,
killing two people.
P
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'Funeral furore over one not yet dead

Gentleman
Ramallah & Paris, November 6

Chris McGreal & Amelia @

EVEN before Yasser Arafat is
declared dead, he is at the cen-
tre of a dispute over where he
will be laid to rest, after Israel
refused to allow his burial in
the holy city of Jerusalem.

The Palestinian leader wish-
es to be interred at one of the
most sacred sites in Islam,
Haram as-Sharif, known to
Jews as the Temple Mount, in-
side Jerusalem’s old city. But
Ariel Sharon told his Cabinet
he would not permit Arafat to
be buried in the old city or any-
where else in greater Jeru-
salem, which Israelis and Pal-
estinians claim as their capital.

Israel’s justice minister
Yosef Lapid said: “Arafat won’t
be buried in Jerusalem, be-
cause Jerusalem is the city
where Jewish kings are buried
and not Arab terrorists”.

US and French officials were
attempting to defuse the row af-
ter Israel said it would prefer
Arafat to be buried in the Gaza
Strip. His family, backed by so-
me Palestinian leaders, wants
him interred on the edge of Je-
rusalem or in Ramallah, where
he has lived since returning to
the West Bank 10 years ago.

The row over the burial site
and the need to arrange a state
funeral likely to be attended by
the Egyptian, Jordanian and
French leaders among others
has led to speculation that Ara-
fat is being kept on life support
while these issues are resolved.

Arafat’s will bestows PLO

M V7 Ay

The cemetery of the West Bank village of Abu Dis that could be a burial site of Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat.

Leila Shahid, a Palestinian
official at the French hospital
where the ailing 75-year-old is
being treated for an undiag-
nosed illness, yesterday admit-
ted for the first time that Arafat
was in a coma, but denied re-
ports he was brain dead. “Yass-
er Arafat, in his state of health
and at his age, is at a critical
juncture between life and

death”, she said. “I assure you
he’s not brain dead. He’s in a
coma. We’re not sure what type,
but it’s a reversible coma”.
Just after dusk in Paris, the
spokesman for the Percy mili-
tary hospital outside Paris
emerged to issue another curt
update on the Palestinian
leader’s health. Prefacing his
remarks by explaining that his

statement was once again in ac-
cordance with the “discretion”
demanded by Arafat’s wife,
Suha, he said there was no
change in his health.

Israeli and Palestinian offi-
cials decline to talk in public
about the dispute over the bur-
ial. But, yesterday, the top Mus-
lim cleric in Jerusalem, the
Grand Mufti, Ekrima Sa’eed

AFP
Sadri, said Arafat’s wish
should be granted.

“President Arafat has a will,

and, in that will, he wants to be
buried in Jerusalem. Under
Sharia law, the righteous thing
is to obey the will of Arafat. We
must abide in full”, he said. The
Grand Mufti said he would not
seek Israeli permission to bury
Arafat in the old city. “We’re ex-

pecting the refusal of it
They’ve already said so0. 'm not
willing to ask Sharon’s permis-
sion to bury our dead. If I ask
Sharon’s permission, it’s as if 1
give legitimacy to his control
over our land”, he said.

Israel had considered a bur-
ial site on the edge of
Jerusalem in the village of Abu
Dis, which was within sight of
Haram as-Sharif until Israel
built the eight-metre-high secu-
rity wall through the city
Arafat would have been buried
on the West Bank side. But Sh-
aron told his Cabinet that Abn -
Dis was also unacceptable.

The Israeli government’s
concerns are partly political,
because it fears that Arafat’s
burial in Jerusalem would be
interpreted as recognition that
Palestinians have political
rights in the city.

Some Israeli security offi-
cials are concerned that if a
large funeral were held on the
edge of Jerusalem, or even in
Ramallah, crowds of Palestini-
ans could simply carry Arafat’s
body to the old city and it would
be difficult for the Israeli forces
to stop them. Israeli diplomats
do not relish the prospect of a
confrontation at a state funeral
that is likely to attract high-
ranking representatives of
Arab, European and African
nations. Israel would prefer
Arafat to be buried alongside
his father and sister in Khan
Younis refugee camp in the
Gaza Strip, where the family
has a plot of about 25 graves.

Guardian News Service

leadership on Kadoumi

Agencies
Jerusalem, November 6

Amid growing confusion over the future of
Palestinian leadership in post-Arafat era,
the veteran leader is said to have issued a
last political will in which he suggests that
the head of the PLO politburo, Farouk
Kadoumi, based in Tunis, succeed him.

According to media reports quoting sen-
ior Palestinian officials, Yasser Arafat is
said to have mentioned in his will that
Kadoumi will accept the position of PLO
chairman, but will not serve as leader of the
Palestinian Authority (PA) in light of his ob-
jection to the Oslo Peace Accords.

Arafat reportedly handed over the copies
of his last will to his wife Suha and his
cousin, Nasser al-Kidwa, who serves as

.Palestinian Ambassador to the UN. A senior
official close to the PA chairman is said to
have strengthened claims by saying that the
leader in his last moments of clarity asked
to summon Kadoumi to his bed in order to
tell him “something important.”

7 NOV 2nna

Farouk Kadoumi

The officials are said to have added that if
Kadoumi does accept the position, he would
head the PA together with Abu Ala, while
former security chiefs Mohammad Dahlan o
and Jibril Rajoub would be their subordi- .
nates, which they have agreed to be.

REUTERS
A Palestinian girl stands outside the Percy Military Hospital on Saturday in Paris where Arafat is admitted.
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“Israel adamant on Arafat buria

Anywhere in Gaza,
but not Jerusalem

Press Trust of India

JERUSALEM, Nov. 5. —
Israel will permit Mr Yasser
Arafat to be buried in the
Gaza Strip, but not in
Jerusalem, an Israeli minis-
ter said, even as the Pales-
tinian leader lay “gravely
ill” at a Paris hospital.

“Itis clear that he will not
be buried in Jerusalem, and
that he will not be buried
on the Temple Mount,”
Israeli justice minister Mr
Yosef Lapid told Israel
TV’s Channel Two.

Burial in Jerusalem
would be seen as strength-
ening Palestinian claims to
the traditionally Arab sec-
tor of the city as a future
capital, media reports said.

Mr Lapid did not refer to
a possible ban on a West
Bank burial, but said: “We
have no problems with
Gaza, of course.”

The issue can lead to a
showdown with Wakf offi-
cials rejecting Israel’s right
to decide Mr Arafat’s final
resting place. “Nobody will
tell us where to bury him
and the final decision lies in
the hands of the Palestinian
people,” Wakf director Mr
Adnan Husseini had said
soon after Mr Arafat’s
health deteriorated.

Mr Arafat had expressed
a wish to be buried at a
hotly disputed holy site in
the Old City of Jerusalem.
Muslims call the hilltop
Haram as-Sharif (Noble
Sanctuary), Islam’s third-
holiest shrine, where the Al
Agsa Mosque compound is

The Times, London

LONDON, Nov. 5. — Mr
Yasser Arafat’s removal
from the West Asian politi-
cal landscape could plunge
his weakened nation into
further crisis but may also
have opened the way for
the first real peace effort in
the region for years.
Millions of Palestinians
scattered across West Asia
feared last night that their
dream of statehood had
died with the passing of the
man who embodied that
struggle for four decades.
None of the half dozen fig-
ures being considered for
the leadership can possibly
hope to replace his interna-
tional standing nor his u-

Cleric’s claims

JERUSALEM, Nov. 5. — Mr
Arafat asked to be buried in
Jerusalern, the city’s top
Muslim cleric said today, in the
first official comment on the
ailing Palestinian leader’s
burial wishes.

The cleric, Mufti lkrema Sabri,
said: “President Arafat, may he
be healthy, willed to be buried
in Jerusalem and from a
religious perspective, we must
and need to honour his will”
His remarks were broadcast
on Israel TV's Channel Two.
Mr Arafat has told aides
privately in recent years that
he hoped to be buried at the
Al-Agsa Mosque compound in
Jerusalem, Islam’s third holiest
shrine. — AP

built over the ruins of the
biblical Jewish temples.
Jews call the site the
Temple Mount, Judaism’s
holiest site. Mr Arafat
could be buried in the Gaza
Strip, where his family
owns a burial plot in Khan
Yunis, officials said.

Yesterday, Israeli Prime
Minister Mr Ariel Sharon
consulted defence minister
Mr Shaul Mofaz and heads
of the security establish-
ment over the Palestinian
leader’s funeral. They have
reportedly decided that the
defence minister will be in
charge of security for the
funeral and the PMO will
handle all the diplomatic
affairs. However, Palesti-
nians have refused to begin
planning for his funeral or
coordinate with Israel on
the movement of attending
foreign dignitaries.

S S

Associated Press

A Palestinian woman keeps a solemn vigil outside the Percy military hospital in Clamart on Friday. — AFP

Palestinian facti¢

b

oN
ticularly | s

GAZA, Nov. 5. — Rival Palestinian fac-
tions met in the Gaza Strip today in a
show of unity, as Mr Yasser Arafat fought
for his life in a Paris hospital.
Representatives of 13 Palestinian fac-
tions, including Fatah and the two Islamic
militant groups, met at the parliament buil-
ding to find ways to try to ensure calm dur-
ing Mr Arafat’s absence. “We are here
today to reflect our unity,” a spokesman
for the Islamic Jihad said. “We are one
nation fighting for its freedom and fighting
for its land and we are not separate groups

fighting each other.”

However, the situation is delicate, par-

A positive cata

For President Bush and Prime Minister Sharon, a new Palestinian
leader can only be an improvement compared to Mr Arafat
and may allow serious talks to reopen after five years.

nique ability to represent
the interests of a people liv-
ing either in exile or on
land controlled by Israel.
But there was also hope
last night that a figure who
obstructed peace efforts,

ran a corrupt and incompe-
tent administration and led
his people into a disastrous
uprising had finally gone.
Mr Arafat was also re-
garded as an anachronism,
a guerrilla leader who
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Jostle for Palestine
leadersh%) begins

Guardian News Service
Jerusalem, November 5

THE PALESTINIAN Prime Minister,
Ahmed Korei, yesterday took over
more of Yasser Arafat’s powers at an
emergency meeting to discuss a seri-
ous downturn in the Palestinian
leader’s health.

The Palestine Liberation Organisa-
tion hierarchy met as reports of Ar-
afat’s decline swept the occupied ter-
ritories. Korei assumed additional po-
wers to handle urgent security and fin-
ancial matters within the Palestinian
Authority (PA) without requiring Ar-
afat’s final approval for any decisions.

The Palestinian leader’s grip on
power has been slipping away since
he was flown to Paris a week ago for
urgent medical treatment.

Arafat is president of the PA, chair-
man of the PLO and leader of the
dominant organisation in it, Fatah.
He was supreme commander of the
dozen or more Palestinian security
forces. In recent days acting responsi-
bility for those posts was dispersed
among a collective leadership, includ-
ing Korei who now has overall control
of the Palestinian security forces.

If Arafat dies, the speaker of the
Palestinian parliament, Ruhi Fatouh,
will become interim head of the PA
for 60 days until elections are held.

But it is the former prime minister,
Mahmoud Abbas, who has taken over
the important political levers, Fatah
and the PLO. All of this may only be
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temporary. Abbas has a head start on
some rivals in the race to take control
but, when Arafat dies, he could face
stiff resistance within Fatah where
his close relationship with the Amer-
icans and the concessions he made at
a summit with Ariel Sharon in Aqa-
ba last year have drawn whispers of
collaboration.
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-« Arafat in coma .

PARIS, Nov. 4, — A gravely-ill Mr
Yasser Arafat was clinging to life
today, French doctors said, refuting
reports that the Palestinian leader
had died. (A French medical source
said Mr Arafat is “brain dead” but is
being kept alive by life support
machines while in an irreversible
coma, adds AFP)

Late today, Israeli troops in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip were put
on a state of high-alert.

The Palestinian leader was in a
coma after being rushed to the
intensive care unit of a military hos-
pital outside Paris after deteriorat-
ing overnight, Palestinian officials

5 NOV 2004

said, denying he had died.

“I am standihg next to the
President’s bed... He is in grave con-
dition,” Mr Arafat’s chief of staff,
Mr Ramzi Khoury, said.

Dr Christian Estripeau, a hospital
spokesman, told reporters: “Mr
Arafat is not dead. The clinical situ-
ation of the first days following
admission has become more com-
plex.. The state of health of the
patient requires appropriate treat-
ment that required his transfer to a
unit adapted to his pathology. This
statement has been drafted out of
respect for the discretion demanded
by his wife.”

Palestinian Prime Minister Mr
Ahmed Qureia also said there had
been no change in Mr Arafat’s con-

-

dition today.

Earlier, Israeli TV’s Channel T
cited Israeli security officials as sa
ing they had been told by a reliab
French source that Mr Arafat ha
died. Luxembourg’s Prime Ministe
Mr Jean-Claude Juncker also hac
said Mr Arafat had died, but his
spokesman Mr Lucien Michels later
retracted the statement, calling it “a
misunderstanding”.

In Washington, President Bush
reacted to the conflicting reports
about Mr Arafat’s death today by
saying: “God bless his soul”. He said
“My first reaction is God bless his
soul. My second reaction is that we
will continue to work for a free
Palestinian state that’s at peace with
Israel.”

THE STATESMAN
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]  Byeless in Gaza

1 "/ Sc
Wlthdrawal or strateglc ccksohdatlon'?

rlme Minister Ariel Sharon’s plan for Israeli withdrawal

from the Gaza strip may be likened, in some respects, to
General Musharraf’s new plan for Kashmir. Both can be seen
as good first steps unfreezing the current status quo, but if
they represent a new status quo then the implications are
disastrous. The Musharraf plan does away with the old
shibboleth of a plebiscite under UN auspices, but the same is
reintroduced through the back door — it appears that several
mini-plebiscites in the mini-regions into which Jammu and
Kashmir is supposed to be subdivided are now proposed, to
decide whether they will be independent states, under joint
Indo-Pak controt or a UN mandate. Musharraf does not
address the question of the viability of these small and land-
locked mini-regions as independent nations, unless what he
has in mind is quietly absorbing them into Pakistan once their
lack of viability gets established, using “de-militarisation” as a
ploy to get Indian troops out. This is too outlandish to work,
and there is no reason for Delhi to accede to this. Likewise,
we do not know whether Sharon’s plan for withdrawal from
the Gaza strip is a preamble to withdrawing Israeli settle-
ments in the West Bank and giving Palestinians enough brea-
thing space to form a state of their own, as envisaged by the
roadmap, or whether it amounts to a strategic consolidation
of Israeli settlers on occupied territories — after all, 20,000
Isracli troops are needed to ensure the safety of just 7,500
Jewish settlers in the Gaza strip. Palestinians fear that it is the
latter, and Sharon’s past history in promoting settlements as
well as present pressures from the Likud rightwing lend
weight to the idea that Tel-Aviv may push its wall deep into
the West Bank and consolidate Israeli settlements behind the
wall. Such a strategy, however, will be dangerous.

Palestinian deprivation, combined with President Yasser
Arafat’s current illness, mean that the Palestinian Authority
could implode, and Hamas and other extremist groups would
be the main beneficiaries. If the Gaza strip falls to Hamas,
they would turn it into a base to launch attacks on Israel, and
it would be no safer. It would be better for Israel to withdraw
within its pre-1967 borders, give or take a few adjustments,
and allow Palestinians a fair chance of forming a state of their
own, giving them a stake in moderation and the eschewing of
terror. As added insurance Israel could build its wall, and
nobody could object at that point. /
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Guardian News Service
Miami, November 1

THE FINAL, frenetic phase of
campaigning in the US presiden-
tial election ends on Monday with
the race balanced on a razor’s
edge, and no certainty the winner
will be clear by Wednesday.

The eleventh-hour interven-
tion of Osama bin Laden did little
to break the deadlock between
George Bush and John Kerry: one
of the three most recent polls
showed Bush moving towards a
clear lead, but two had the race
tied. With the chances of altering
that picture diminishing ever mo-
re rapidly, the campaigns reached
near-hysterical levels of activity.

In the battlegrounds of Flori-
da, Pennsylvania and Ohio, the
campaigns deluged television
stations with so much political
advertising that some annou-
nced they had no more space left
to sell. “It’s just unbelievably
close. People need to understand
that anybody who's being blunt
and bold about the outcome of
this election now is probably
wrong, and if they’'re right, it’'s
pure luck,” said Larry Sabato,
director of the centre for politics
at the University of Virginia.

The Bush campaign seized on
a Newsweek poll released at the
weekend showing the President
with a 50 per cent to 44 per cent
lead, based partly on responses
recorded in the first hours after
the release of the bin Laden tape.

The conventional wisdom is
that Kerry needs to win two of
the three states of Pennsylvania,
Florida and Ohio to have any se-
rious hope of victory. That seems
clearly within his grasp and he is
also clinging to a lead in Michi-
gan, a traditionally Democratic
state, whose loss to the Republi-
cans may well spell disaster.

Opinion polls are bad at pre-
dicting the influence of the mil-
lions of newly-registered voters,
among whom Xerry has a 10-
point lead, according to a
Reuters/Zogby poll released on
Sunday. Only a small proportion
of newly-registered voters make

S

51percent supported Kerry
And Ralph Nader?

~The independent candidate -

: e2000

of a factor this tim Among
, 1573 Itkeiygvoter hewas

it to a polling booth. But whatev-
er happens tomorrow, history
will almost certainly prove to
have been a poor guide.

“For once, that old axiom, that
it’s all in the ground game, is
true,” said Sabato “But there’s
one exception,” he said. “If
turnout goes through the roof,
Kerry is going to win. There’s no
way an incumbent can get re-
elected in those circumstances.”

Under the electoral college
system, each state has a number
of votes approximately propor-
tional to its population, which
are awarded on a winner-takes-
all basis in most cases.

A candidate needs 270 votes,
but on the basis of the current
polls, neither has anywhere near
that number in the bag. And
with thousands of lawyers re-
ported to be standing by to chal-
Jenge results, a close result may
lead to the process being
dragged out days or even weeks
beyond Wednesday.

REUTERS

HEADSTRONG FOR BUSH Two young Bush supporters at a

campaign rally in Gainesville, Florida, on Sunday.
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STILLTOO CLOSE T(

High turnout will |
favour challenger

AS CLOSE AS IT GETS President George W. Bush with his challenger, Democrat John Kerry.

Moore raises Fahrenheit
with booth spycam threat

Oliver Burkeman
Wasﬂingmn Nave(nber,l
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FILMMAKER MICHAEL Moore
has announced a large-scale ef-
fort to combat dirty tricks dur-
ing Tuesday’s US election by sta-
tioning hundreds of people with
video cameras outside polling
stations.

“I’m putting those who intend
to suppress the vote on notice:
voter intimidation and suppres-
sion will not be tolerated,”
Moore said in a statement, wad-
ing into a controversy in which

Democrats accuse Republicans -

of planning to reduce turnout,
especially among ethnic minori-
ties, by employing thousands of
people to stop voters at the polls
and challenge the validity of
their registrations.

Moore, the director of the doc-
umentary Fahrenheit 9/11, said
1,200 professional and amateur
videographers would descend on
polling stations in Florida and
Ohio, the two Dbattleground
states that have been the focus of
the most serious allegations.
The last few months have seen
an unprecedented drive to regis-
ter new voters, especially in
black neighbourhoods of Flori-
da and throughout Ohio.

But the new registrations
could be deemed invalid as a re-
sult of errors made on the forms,
from corner-cutting by workers
to sign people up, or from delib-
erate fraud.

Bush wants to rule over t

Associated Press
Beijing, November 1

ON THE eve of the US presiden-
tial election, China accused
President Bush of trying to
“rule over the whole world”, say-
ing the invasion of Iraq de-
stroyed the global anti-terrorism
coalition and worsened religious
and ethnic conflicts.

* The strikingly pointed critici-
sm from a government that Wash-
ington calls a key anti-terrorism
ally was a departure from China’s
past refusal to comment on the US
presidential candidates.

It came in a commentary in a

state newspaper by Vice-Premier
Qian Qichen, who criticised what
he called the “Bush Doctrine” as
a policy of pre-emptive military
attack and a Cold War relic. “It
advocates the US should rule over
the whole world with overwhelm-
ing force,” said the lengthy com-
mentary in the China Daily, an
English-language newspaper
aimed at foreign readers.

China has supported the US-
led war on terror, but is wary of
Bush’s intentions. Beijing wor-
ries about Washington’s height-
ened presence in Central and
South Asia, concerned that it
threatens Chinese ambitions to

be the region’s dominant mili-
tary power. It wasn’t clear what
prompted Monday’s commentary,
but US-Chinese relations have
been strained by disputes over
trade and Washington’s refusal to
send home Chinese Muslim de-
tainees from the US military base
in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Qian, who was China’s foreign
minister for more than a decade
in the late 1980s and early '90s,
criticised Bush'’s decision to in-
vade Iraq in March 2003, saying,
“the world’s situation in re-
sponse to the war is in effect a
negative answer”.

“Washington opened a Pando-

REUTERS
Sen. John Kerry holds up a
Boston Red Sox T-shirt at a
campaign rally in Manchester,
New Hampshire, on Sunday.

In Milwaukee, in the swing
state of Wisconsin, Republicans
produced a list of 37,000 voters
whose addresses they said were
questionable. They argued that
all voters should be required to
show identification at the polls
on Tuesday, otherwise they
would instruct thousands of poll
workers to challenge people.

But Milwaukee’s city attorney,
who represents no party, said
hundreds of addresses on the
list had already been confirmed
as valid, and local Democrats
warned that voters could be dis-

e world:

ra’s box, intensifying intermin-
gled conflicts, such as ethnic and
religious ones,” Qian wrote.

“The Iraq war was an optional
one, not a necessary one, and the
pre-emptive principle should be
removed from the dictionary of
the US national security,” he
wrote. “The Iraq war has also de-
stroyed the hard-won global anti-
terror coalition.”

Chinese officials have refused
for weeks to comment on issues
in the US presidential campaign
or on the positions of Bush and
his main challenger, Democratic
Sen John Kerry.

The US government an-

enfranchised simply for failing
to include their apartment num-
ber as part of their street ad-
dress.

Meanwhile, continuing chaos
seemed inevitable in Broward
County, Florida — home of the
notorious “pregnant chads” of
the 2000 election — where thou-
sands of voters are likely to end
up without a vote after their ab-
sentee ballots went missing.

Some replacement Dballots
were sent last week by courier,
but 2,500 were only posted at the
weekend — and by regular mail.

Legally, if the voter lives in
the US, the ballots must arrive
back at Broward County,
whether by hand or by post, by 7
pm on Tuesday.

The US Postal Service told the
South Florida Sun-Sentinel it
was “really asking a lot” to ex-
pect the ballots to reach voters in
time. “There’s nothing we can do
about those,” countered Brenda
Snipes, Broward’s election su-
pervisor. “Those were last-
minute requests that just came
in this week.”

More widespread problems
could result from a nationwide
shortage of at least half a mil-
lion poll workers, the US election
assistance commission said on
Sunday. It pleaded with busi-
nesses to give volunteers the day
off work so that they could help
operate polling stations and
count votes.

Guardian News Service

China

nounced last week that it won’t
send home members of China’s
Muslim Uighur minority — who
are being released from deten-
tion as possible terror suspects
at Guantanamo Bay — and is in-
stead trying to give them refuge
in another country.

Beijing had appealed for the re-
turn of the Uighurs to face possi-
ble prosecution and urged Wash-
ington on Saturday to handle
them ina way that wouldn’t harm
anti-terrorism cooperation.

Human rights groups have
said the Chinese detainees could
face torture or execution if sent
home.
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Prez plays Gastro
card in key state

HT Correspondent & AFP
Miami/Washington, November 1

US PRESIDENT George W. Bush has vowed
to “keep the pressure on” to rid Cuba of Fi-
del Castro, an appeal to the hardline
Cuban-Americans Bush was counting on
to win Florida and the White House. “1
strongly believe the people of Cuba should
be free from the tyrant,” Bush told a bois-
terous crowd of supporters here two days
before the election, winning the rally’s
loudest cheers and chants of “Viva Bush”
— long live Bush.

“QOver the next four years, we will contin-
ue to press hard and ensure that the gift of
freedom finally reaches the men and women
of Cuba,” he said. “We will not rest, we will
keep the pressure on, until the Cuban people
enjoy the same freedoms in Havana they re-
ceived here in America.” “We will not rest,
we will keep the pressure on, until the
Cuhan people enjoy the same freedoms in
Havana they received here in America.”

Bush, however, dropped the Cuba com-
ments at campaign stops in Tampa, where
the Cuban population is tiny, and
Gainesville, where it is non-existent.

Lawyers hired as pollsters hint tie

It may be deja vu all over again. With five
national polls indicating a tie on the eve of
Tuesday’s presidential vote, Democrats
and Republicans are bracing for possible
legal challenges in several battleground
states, notably Florida and Ohio.

Both the parties have deployed thou-
sands of lawyers in the toss-up states and
analysts say that disputes counld come to the
fore thick and fast in the absence of a clear
verdict. They expect the challenge to arise
over absentee ballots cast by Americans
away from home and, more importantly,
provisional votes — a new facility given to
people under a 2002 law pending a final de-
termination if they are eligible to vote.

Thoughts turned to a rerun of Florida
2000 on a larger scale as a raft of new polls
reported that Bush and Kerry were “tied".

AFP

TERROR WAR AND THE ALLIES

AFP
The bullet riddled car of Hassan Kamel Abdel Fattah, deputy
governor of Baghdad, who was shot dead in Dora on Monday.

Baghdad deputy governor shot dead

A DEPUTY governor of Baghdad, Hassam Kamel Abdel Fattah,
was shot dead on Monday in the southern district of Dora, Irag’s
interior ministry said. The killing was later claimed by Ansar
Al-Sunna, a group linked to the al-Qaida network, in a statement
on its Internet website. “He was travelling to work by car when
unknown assailants gunned him down,” said ministry
spokesman Adnan Abdul Rahman, adding that two bodyguards
were wounded in the ambush, which occurred not far from Fat-
tah’s home. The statement on the Ansar Al-Sunna website said:
“Your heroic brothers, the Mujahideen of Ansar Al-Sunna, exe-
cuted the judgment of God by shooting dead the apostate Has-
sam Kamel Abdel Fattah, the deputy governor of Baghdad, as
well as his driver and guards.”

AFP, Baghdad

Afghan hostages:
Rebels ready to talk

A MILITANT group threaten-
ing to Kkill three foreign
hostages said on Monday it
was ready to negotiate with a
UN envoy, but warned that
any rescue attempt would end
in bloodshed and stuck to a
demand that the world body
withdraw from Afghanistan
and that America release
Guantanamo prisoners. A day
after the UN election workers
appeared pleading for free-
dom in an Iraqg-style video, the
Taliban splinter group said
the three had been split up
and are being held at separate
locations. “That’s our strate-
gy, Sshag Manzoor, a
spokesman for the group, said.
“If the government and coali-
tion forces find one of them,
we will kill the other two.”
AP, Kabul

| l’ak House nod to
Pervez Army post

PAKISTAN PRESIDENT
General Pervez Mushar-
raf isallset to continue as
Army Chief, which he had
promised to-quit by the
year-end, after Parliament
today approved a bill in
“ithis regard amid ‘loud
. protests from epposition
lawmakers, - The  Bill,
~which has already been
bassed by the National As-
“sembly, was approved by
~the Upper House after a
debate. It did not give any.
timeframe for Musharraf
to hold the post of the
Army Chief, but he may
continue with it till 2007,
when his. ferm as Presi-
: dent expires.
o PTE Islamabad
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Jerusalem, October 31

WITH YASSER Arafat seriously
ill due to a “mystery” blood dis-
ease, Israeli Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon today said he was
willing to hold talks with a new
Palestinian leadership after the
charismatic leader’s removal
from the scene.

If a new Palestinian leader-
ship emerges which is both seri-
ous and responsible and is will-
ing to put forth a real effort to
dismantle terror infrastruc-
tures, Israel would be willing to
renew negotiations based on the
internationally brokered ‘road
map’ plan for peace, Sharon told
a cabinet meeting here,

He said Israel will continue to
move ahead with the controver-

“Tsrael ready to talk
to Arafat successor

W

W foe Y

sial “disengagement plan”, call-
ing for the evacuation of the
Gaza Strip and four isolated set-
tlements in the West Bank. “As
long as there will be no partner,
we will push forward with the
disengagement plan that was
approved by the government
and the Knesset,” he said.

No burial in Jerusalem

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon on Sunday said he would
block any request by Palestinian
officials to bury their iconic
leader Yasser Arafat in Jeru-
salem. “As long as I am in power,
and I have no intention of leav-
ing, he (Arafat) will not be
buried in Jerusalem,” the pre-
mier reportedly told Israel’s
weekly cabinet meeting.

AP

A portrait of Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat is seen over his empty
chair during a PLO executive committee meeting in Ramallah on Sunday.

0 1 NOV 2004




~ Arafat for France, chaos:
spectre over Pales

Ramallah (West Bank) Oct.
28 (Reuters): Ailing leader
Yasser Arafat, the icon of the
struggle for a Palestinian
state, has agreed to be flown to
France tomorrow for medical
treatment, Palestinian offi-
cials said.

A senior lawmaker from
Arafat’s Fatah movement,
Abbas Zaki, said today Arafat
would be flown out early in the
morning. France accepted a
request for him to be treated in
a French hospital and will
send a plane to collect him.

A thin and weak-looking
Arafat, dressed in pajamas,
smiled and joked with medics
in the first few seconds of film
footage released since his con-
dition worsened drastically
yesterday  Laughing, he
clasped the hands of those
around him.

Aides said Palestinian,
Tunisian, Jordanian and
Egyptian physicians had ad-
vised that Arafat, 75, be taken
abroad, moving him from the
West Bank compound where
he has been penned by Israel
forces for over two-and-a-half
years. His wife Suha hurried

to his bedside for the first time
since they were separated by
Palestinian-Israeli fighting
that erupted after talks
foundered in 2000.

The ex-guerrilla, loved by
most of his people and reviled
by many Israelis, has had
stomach pains since last week.

His health took a dramatic
turn for the worse yesterday
and officials said he had been
slipping in and out of con-
sciousness, though today he
had also been able to eat, talk
and say prayers. Arafat’s slide
into illness has raised fears of
chaos among Palestinians,
whose four-year-old uprising
for a state has stalled.

The death of aleader Israel
and its US ally see as an obsta-
cle to peace could also shuffle
the cards in the West Asian
conflict as the US heads into a
presidential election next

Tuesday.

Arafat, short, stubble-
bearded and usually seen in
his trademark

black-and-white Arab head- :
dress, has named no successor :
in the decade since emerging '

from exile under interim

- — -
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peace accords. M k‘l‘

Raanan Gissin, a
spokesman for Israeli Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon, said Is-
rael would allow Arafat to
travel anywhere for medical
treatment as a humanitarian
gesture. Asked whether it
would then permit Arafat to
return to the West Bank,
Gissin said: “If the doctors
will say that he needs to come
back after he receives treat-
ment, Israel will not impose
any restrictions on that.”

Israel had said it could not
guarantee Arafat’s return if
he left Ramallah, but Sharon
shifted course after speaking
by phone with Prime Minister
Ahmed Qurie. Should Arafat
die, speaker of parliament
Rawhi Fattouh would replace
him as Palestinian Authority
president for a 60-day period
during which elections would
be held.
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Yasser Arafat at his
headquarters in Ramallah,
West Bank. (Reuters)
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Sharon launches Gaza
withdrawal debate

\D“

Associated Press
Jerusalem, October 25

ISRAELI PRIME Minister
Ariel Sharon asked Parlia-
ment on Monday to appro-
ve his plan to withdraw fr-
om the Gaza Strip and part
of the West Bank, saying it
will help peace efforts, whi-
le Israeli troops raided a
Gaza refugee camp to halt
mortar fire, killing 14 Pal-
estinians and wounding 72.

Opening a two-day de-
bate, Sharon told the Knes-
set he was determined to
press ahead with his plan
despite the difficulties it
will cause for the country.
In a speech repeatedly in-
terrupted by heckling, the
former settler patron asked
lawmakers to support his

unilateral disengageme-
nt” plan to help Israelis live
in peace after four years of
fighting with the Palestini-
ans. “The disengagement
plan does not come in place
of negotiations,” Sharon
said. “It is a necessary step
during a period in which
negotiations are not possi-
ble. All is open when terror
— this murderous terror —
stops.”

Sharon is expected to
win Tuesday’s vote, but will
need a respectable margin
of victory to silence in-
creasingly vociferous op-
ponents demanding a na-
tional referendum on the
Gaza withdrawal. Sharon
opposes a referendum, whi-
ch would take months to
prepare, as a stalling tactic.

fy ot @)
/‘ \fb

Hours before the debate
started, Israeli troops raid-
ed the Khan Younis refugee
camp in southern Gaza to
halt Palestinian mortar fi-
re. Violence in Gaza has in-
creased in the months si-
nce Sharon announced his
plan, with Palestinian mili-
tants trying to prove they
are forcing Israel out, and
Israel trying to crush the
militants to show it is not
withdrawing under fire.

Palestinians view the
plan with scepticism and
worry Sharon will use the
withdrawal to blunt inter-
national criticism and st-
rengthen Israel’s hold over
large parts of the West
Bank and east Jerusalem,
lands the Palestinians
claim for a state.
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 Palestine plan
shelved with
US blessing,

claims Israel
\ ¥

9

ISRAEL’S PLAN to withd-
raw from some occupied
land aims to rule out a Pa-
lestinian state indefinitely
with full US approval, Pri-
me Minister Ariel Shar-
on’s chief of staff said on
Wednesday.

Dov Weisglass’s rema-
rks on the move to give up
the Gaza Strip next year
while keeping large chu-
nks of the West Bank sur-
prised US diplomats, who
said Washington still bac-
ked a peace “road map” to
a Palestinian state.

Sharon, wary of offend-
ing Washington, said later
he still supported the “ro-
ad map” which Weisglass
effectively dismissed.

Palestinian leaders, who-
se calls for road map talks
have been spurned by Is-
rael, condemned Weisgla-
ss’s comments. “I believe he
has revealed the true inten-
tions of Sharon. We told the
mediators eight months
ago that the Gaza plan was
designed to undermine the-
ir road map,” said Palestin-
ian Negotiations Minister
Saeb Erekat.

Weisglass’s message, co-
inciding with a big Israeli
offensive into Gaza, could
help Sharon win over far-

Reuters
Jerusalem, October 6

N

REUTERS

A Palestinian girl carries her toddler brother. Both were
wounded in an Israeli attack in Beit Lahiya on Wednesday.

right foes opposed to Gaza
“disengagement” and chal-
lenging his grip on power.
“The significance of our
(unilateral) disengagement
plan is the freezing of the
peace process. It supplies
the formaldehyde neces-
sary so there is no political

process with Palestinians,”
Weisglass said. “When you
freeze the process, you pre-
vent the establishment of a
Palestinian state ... Effec-
tively, this whole package
called a Palestinian state
has been removed indefin-
itely from our agenda.”
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TURKEY’S EUROPEAN ASPIRAT ONS

WITH TURKEY UNDERTAKING reforms in sev-
eral spheres in order to fulfil the criteria for ad-
mission to the European Union, the West is
confronted with an intriguing problem. Mem-
bership talks could begin by the middle of 2005 if
the positive report on Ankara’s efforts at compli-
ance that is likely to be presented by the Europe-
an Commission next month is endorsed at the
EU summit in January. However, the general
feeling among the 25 countries that constitute
the continental body is that the negotiations will
drag on for at least a decade. A number of hur-
dles need to be overcome before a relatively
large and backward country can be integrated
into a set-up that has been the preserve of the
prosperous since inception. While the Turks are
aware of this reality, they also believe they have
been unfairly treated all along. As a member of
almost every other pan-continental body includ-
ing the Council of Europe and NATO, Turkey
had a claim to preferential treatment. Instead,
the application that Ankara submitted in 1987
was not considered by the European Union until
1999 even as a host of other countries, including
several members of the former Soviet bloc, were
granted membership. The Turks complain that
they are being held to a different standard since
several new entrants barely qualify as market-
friendly, liberal democracies. Turkey believes,
with good reason, that it is being singled out
because it is a Muslim-majority country. The
E.U. will have to overcome its own prejudices
and recognise that a Turkish government, run by
a party that has Islamist roots, has taken bold
measures to promote democracy and the rule of
law.

Turkey recently carried out an overhaul of its
penal code to provide better protection for the
rights of women and detenus. In the process, the
government of Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan dropped a controversial plan to make

HNDU 7

adultery a criminal otfenc > d deleted
other provisions that discriminated against
women. The new code could also create a health-
ier human rights environment in the country
since it imposes harsh punishments on officials
who torture prisoners. Apart from the revamp of
the criminal laws, the Turkish Government also
met some of the longstanding demands of the
Kurd minority. Ankara annulled regulations that
prohibited the Kurds from imparting education
in their own language, and state-run television
now runs programmes in Kurdish. The Constitu-
tion was amended to bring the once-dominant
military under the control of civilian authorities
but, given Turkey’s history, this still appears to be
work in progress. After decades of instability the
political system appears to have settled down.
Elections are held with regularity; political par-
ties have ceased to resort to extra-constitutional
measures when they lose power; parliamentary
debates are lively; and, the press is free. With the
Erdogan Government also accepting the pre-
scriptions of the International Monetary Fund,
the European Union has little cause to complain
that Turkey is not making the required effort.
In the current international context, Turkey’s
entry into the E.U. can be posited as a necessity.
European countries claim, with more plausibility
than the United States, that the worldwide cam-
paign against terror is not directed against any
religious community but is intended to protect
liberal societies from the forces of fundamental-
ist authoritarianism. This claim will be belied if
the E.U. were to deny or unduly delay the grant of
membership to a Muslim-majority country that
is actively trying to liberalise. The Europeans
have the right to insist that Turkey must crack
down on the incipient fundamentalist move-
ment within its borders. However, that move-
ment will only gather strength if the E.U. is
perceived to be holding back on its promises.
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Tsraeli troops enter
hospital

A D Ao
Gaza air strike kiIIE‘miIitant

West gank

Associated Press

VJenin, September 27 /\@

ISRAELI TROOPS hunting
militants raided a West
Bank hospital on Monday;,
searching rooms and call-
ing on fugitives over loud-
speakers to surrender, but
they left without making
any arrests, witnesses said.
In the Gaza Strip, three
Palestinians were killed by,
army fire, including two
militants and a civilian
who stood at the gate of a
school when he was hit.
Dozens of Israeli armou-
red vehicles raided the West
Bank town of Jenin before
dawn on Monday. Troops
took over buildings, includ-
ing a school and a govern-
ment office, and exchanged
fire with gunmen. Eight
Palestinians were wounded,
hospital officials said.
After dawn, troops en-
tered the private Al Arazi
Hospital, the army said,
confirming  Palestinian

witness reports. Yehiyeh
Alan, who lives near the
hospital, said he saw a fire-

_—

AN ISRAELI helicopter
fired a missile at a vehi-
cle travelling in the
southern Gaza Strip on
Monday, killing a Pales-
tinian militant and
wounding three other
people, Palestinian med-
ical officials said. Mo-
hammed Abu Nasira, a
local militant leader and
the target of the attack,
was rushed to a hospital
in critical condition, the

officials said. A second
militant, Ali Al Shaer, 26,
was killed, hospital offi-
cials said. Abu Nasira is
the local commander of
the Popular Resistance
Committees, an umbrella
group of militant organi-
sations that has claimed
responsibility for two
bombing attacks on Is-
raeli tanks. Al Shaer also
belonged to the group.
AP, Gaza City

fight outside the hospital.

Hospital director Talal
Khamad said soldiers ran
through hallways and se-
arched rooms for fugitives,
damaging equipment and
cabinets. Soldiers left with-
out finding fugitives, wit-
nesses said.

In other operations, the
army imposed curfews on
two refugee camps adjacent
to the West Bank city of
Nablus and sealed off all ex-

5

AFP

A Palestinian woman throws sand at an Israeli soldier near
the West Bank village of Beit Awwa on Monday.

THE HIDUST AN TIMES

its, witnesses said. In the
Gaza Strip, Israeli soldiers
fired machine guns toward
the Khan Younis refugee ca-
mp, Palestinian security of-
ficials said. A 55-year-old ci-
vilian was killed as he stood
at the gate of alocal school,
the officials said. Israeli
military officials said the
army was investigating the
incident, but said the only
shooting in the area wasata
Palestinian who appeared
to be planting a bomb.

In the nearby Rafah ref-
ugee camp, five Palestini-
ans, including four chil-
dren ages 9-15, were in-
jured by Israeli army fire,
hospital officials said.

Also in Gaza, troops kil-
led two armed Palestinians
near the Jebaliya refugee
camp, the army said. The
militants, who were carry-
ing explosives, were crawl-
ing in a no-go zone near the
border fence with Israel
when soldiers opened fire,
the army said.

Palestinian militants fi-
red several rockets at the
Israeli border town of
Sderot, and one hit a house,
paramedics said.
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Tsrael to s

Agence France-Presse
Beersheva, September 1

K
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ISRAEL VOWED a global pursuit of Hamas
leaders and to accelerate construction of its
West Bank barrier after the deadliest Pales-
tinian attack in nearly a year.

As soldiers demolished the family home of
one of the two Hamas bombers, a senior gov-
ernment source said that its battle against
the Islamist group and its leadership would
not be constrained by geographical borders.

The source said that Tuesday’s bombings,
which left 16 people dead as well as the two
bombers in the southern desert city of Beer-
sheva, bore the fingerprints of Hamas’ Dam-
ascus-based leaders. “There will be a contin-
uation of our targeted operations against
the heads of Hamas,” the source said.

“There will be no geographical barrier in

peedupb

REUTERS
A woman on Wednesday mourns her daughter
who was killed during Tuesday’s twin bus
blasts in Beersheba.

pursuing the terrorists and their leadership.
Any place they are, there will be no immuni-
ty.” “It’s Damascus that’s calling the shots,

amer

A/\fhe rders are coming from there.”

%ﬁer blasts

The attacks in Beersheva were the deadliest
since a suicide bombing in a restaurant in the
northern port city of Haifa last October,
which left 21 people and the female bomber
dead. Israel responded to that attack, carried
out by smaller Islamic Jihad organisation,
with an air strike on an alleged Palestinian
militant training camp deep inside Syria.

Hamas has said that the Beersheva bomb-
ings, carried out by two members of its armed
wing from the southern West Bank city of He-
bron, were in response to the assassination of
two of its leaders earlier this year. Since the
death of the movement's spiritual leader
Sheikh Ahmed Yassin and his successor Ab-
delaziz Rantissi, who were both killed in Is-
raeli air strikes in Gaza City, the movement's
Damascus-based politburo chief Khaled Me-
shaal has emerged as the undisputed leader.

= I




“Israel on red alert after blast

Echoing Palestlman a

Agence France-Presse
Jerusalem, August 12

ISRAELI SECURITY forces
remained on a heightened
state of alert and sealed off
the northern West Bank
town of Jenin on Thursday,
following a botched Pales-
tinian bombing at a check-
point close to Jerusalem.
“We're maintaining the st-
ate of alert because of the
risk of an attack and as we
-~ continue our search to track
down all the terrorists”,
Jerusalem police chief Ilan
Franco told reporters.

Police reinforced road-
blocks around the disputed
holy city and were prevent-
ing all Palestinians from
travelling beyond the Ar-
Ram checkpoint at the nor-
thern entrance to annexed
east Jerusalem.

Two Palestinian civilians
were killed and 18 people
were wounded, including
six Israeli border guards, in
Wednesday’s attack at a
temporary roadblock near
the Palestinian refugee
camp of Qalandiya. The
roadblock had been erected
following intelligence that
militants were planning an
attack in the heart of
Jerusalem.

Al-Agsa Martyrs Briga-
des, an armed offshoot of
Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat’s Fatah movement,
claimed responsibility for
the attack, which was criti-
cised on Thursday by Pales-
tinian premier Ahmed Kor-
ei. “This kind of operation
runs counter to the inter-

\\« &

er Korel condem;;)@rafats Fatah rebels

The body of a victim of Wednesday’s car bomb blast in Jerusalem being carried by relatives in front of the golden Dome of the
Rock mosqgue in Jerusalem’s Old City during his funeral on Thursday.

ests of the Palestinian peo-
ple”, Korei told reporters at
his West Bank offices aftera
meeting with a five US Con-
gressmen.

But Korei also said Israel
must take a share of respon-
sibility for the attack for its
continued “incursions and
assassinations” which pro-
mpted militants to take
their revenge.

It is thought that the blast
was triggered by remote

control when the bomber,
noticing the increased po-
lice presence, left it on the
side of the road and fled.
One suspect from the north-
ern West Bank has been ar-
rested.

Military radio reported
that the army had sur-
rounded the northern West
Bank town of Jenin, the
stronghold of the Al-Agsa
Brigades. Six of the injured
were border policemen,

three of whom were said to
be still in a critical condi-
tion in hospital. The blast
went off in an area where Is-
rael's West Bank barrier is
due to be built, but con-
struction has been tem-
porarily suspended after an
Israeli court order.
Meanwhile, an Israeli sol-
dier was critically wounded
on Thursday in an opera-
tion in the southern Gaza
Strip in which army bull-

dozers demolished 15 hous-
es. Dozens of Palestinians,
some of them armed, on
Thursday occupied the local
government offices in a
Gaza refugee camp, de-
manding assistance follow-
ing a series of home demoli-
tions by the Israeli army
The seizure was the latest
sign of growing lawlessness
in the Gaza Strip ahead of
Israel’s planned withdrawal
from the area next year.
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Israel reroutes wall closer

" JERUSALEM, JULY 28. Israel’s De-

fence Ministry has mapped out
a new route for the separation
wall in the West Bank that obeys

. a Supreme Court order to re-
! duce hardships for Palestinians
“and runs closer to the Israel’s

1967 border, officials said.

The Israeli Prime Minister,
Ariel Sharon, insisted he would
go ahead with his plan to pull
soldiers and settlers out of the
Gaza Strip, despite a huge dem-
onstration against the plan on
Sunday, Mr. Sharon’s office said
in a statement.

“I decided to proceed with
the disengagement plan be-
cause it is clear that Israel can-
not remain in the Gaza Strip
forever,” Mr. Sharon said. His
plan calls for evacuating the

8,000 settlers from Gaza next
year, which many members of
his own Likud Party oppose.

A senior American envoy, El-
liot Abrams, is to visit Israel next
week to discuss Mr. Sharon’s
“unilateral disengagement”
plan, U.S. officials said.

Sharon to approve plan

Elements of the new route for
the barrier will be presented
this week to Mr. Sharon and the
Defence Minister, Shaul Mofaz,
for their approval, security offi-
cials said. Details of the new
map were not available, but the
officials said it would run much
closer to the internationally-
recognised cease-fire line of
1967 than originally planned.

The decision to redraw the

THE HINDU
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“»vto cease-fire line

route was in line with an order
by the Israeli Supreme Court
last month to make the barrier
less disruptive to Palestinians .
But it ignored a ruling by the
International Court of Justice —
the U.N.’s highest judicial body
— that the barrier was illegal
and must be completely torn
down.

‘Changes inadequate’

The Palestinian Cabinet Min-
ister, Saeb Erekat, said the new
changes were inadequate. The
barrier should adhere to the
1967 border, allowing Palesti-
nians control over east Jerusa-
lem, he said.

“In Jerusalem, Israel should
put the wall on the Green Line,”
Mr. Ere}q/;t said. — AP
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MILITANTS RAIDED a Palestinian
police station and a local government
office, as unrest in the Gaza Strip
went into a second week despite effo-
rts by Yasser Arafat to defuse mount-
ing discontent with his grip on pow-
er. Arafat, in his first public appear-
ance since the outbreak of demon-
strations against his regime, on Sat-
urday denied he is facing a crisis and
renewed his pledge to give more au-
thority to his prime minister.

But the continuing violence in
Gaza signaled skepticism over Ara-
fat’s promise of reforms, and there
was no indication that his standoff
with Prime Minister Ahmed Qureia
and the Palestinian Cabinet was
coming to an end.

“No, no, there is no crisis,” said
Arafat, facing a bank of microph-
ones after meeting Arab diplomats in
his headquarters. “There is no prob-
lem over the interior minister. There
is a proposal by the Palestinian Leg-
islative Council to carry out some ch-
anges within the Cabinet, and we
gave our approval for such changes,”
he said. In the northern Gaza Strip,
Israeli troops entered the centre of
the town of Beit Hanoun at dawn on
Sunday, apparently widening an op-
eration begun last month to stop
rocket fire into nearby Israeli areas,
witnesses said.

Israeli attack helicopters shot ma-
chine gun fire to cover the troops,
witnesses said. One Palestinian was
shot in the chest and seriously in-
jured but the army would not let an

Associated Press
Gaza, July 25
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AP

Israeli soldiers atop an armoured vehicle feave the Palestinian town of Beit
Hanuon after an army operation on Sunday.

r

AN ISRAELI helicopter fired mis-
siles at the home of a suspected
militant in Gaza on Sunday, wou-
nding at least four people and
adding to tension in the territory.

A helicopter fired at least two
missiles into a building in Gaza
City’s Zeitoun neighbourhood that

Israeli missile strike adds to Gaza tension

residents said was the home of a
militant from the Islamic Hamas
group. The apparent target, Abu
Malik Jindiah, escaped unhurt.
But four bystanders were wound-
ed, medics said. The explosions

tore apart the building.
, AP, Gaza.J

ambulance evacuate him to a hospi-
tal, paramedics said. The army did
not immediately comment on the in-
cident.

The troops took over high-rise
buildings and set snipers up on their

EERTNEN
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rooftops. Armoured bulldozers
cleared roads between the centre and
the outlying farming areas. The ex-
pansion of the operation meant most
of the town of 32,000 Palestinians
had been taken over by the army.

“ih
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ids continue, but Arafat denies crisis
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The army did not immediately
comment on the widening of the op-
eration. Troops have been searching
for militants responsible for rocket
fire into Israeli towns bordering the
Gaza Strip since late last month.

The barrages have increased in re-
cent weeks, although few Israelis
have been injured.

Meanwhile, an Israeli Cabinet
minister had on Saturday warned
that Jewish extremists opposed to an
Israeli plan to withdraw from the
Gaza Strip and parts of the West
Bank could attack the revered Al-
Aqgsa mosque complex in Jerusalem,
in a bid to provoke an Islamic back-
lash that would torpedo the pullout
program.

“We teel that the level of the threat
1o the Temple Mount, in the sense of
an attack by extremist Jewish fanat-
ics in order to reshuffle the cards, to
be a catalyst for change to the whole
political process, has risen in recent
months, or weeks, higher than it has
ever been in the past,” Public Securi-
ty Minister Tzachi Hanegbi told Is-
rael’s Channel Two television.

The Al-Agsa compound stands on
what Jews know as Temple Mount,
the site of the biblical Temple, which
is Judaism’s most sacred shrine.
Some Jews believe that destroying
the mosques and rebuilding the ru-
ined Temple will bring about the
coming of the messiah.

Hanegbi said that although he had
no knowledge of any specific plot to
attack the Al-Agsa compound - the
third holiest shrine in Isiam -- intel-
ligence assessments said the danger
of such an action was growing.

//
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An aerial view of the concrete wall, part of Israel’s controversial security barrier, which

separates the West BaMm Israel, in Baga el Gharbiya. (Reuters)
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Palestinian cement for Israel barrier

INIGO GILMORE ")/

Jerusalem, July 25: Palestin-
ian businessmen have made mil-
lions of pounds supplying ce-
ment for Israel’s “security barri-
er” in the full knowledge of Yass-
er Arafat, the Palestinian leader
and one of the wall’s most vocal
critics.

-A damning report by Pales-
tinian legislators, which has
been seen by The Daily Tele-
graph, concludes that Arafat did
nothing to stop the deals al-
though he publicly condemned
the structure as a “crime against
humanity”.

The report claims that the ce-
ment was sold with the knowl-
edge of senior officials at the
Palestinian ministry of national
economy, and close advisers to
Arafat. It concludes that officials
were bribed to issue import li-
cences for the cement to im-
porters and businessmen work-
ing for Israelis.

One of the report’s three au-
thors, Hassan Khreishe — an in-
dependent legislator and long-
term critic of Arafat—lastnight
called for the Palestinian cabinet
to resign.

“Wealthy Palestinians with

' connections at the highest levels

have been making millions help-
ing Israel build this wall while
Arafat and the Palestinian Au-
thority have been urging people
to fight against it,” said
Khreishe, a council member
from the West Bank city of
Tulkarm.

“Why Arafat did nothing
about it, we just don’t know.
These people are traitors who
have brought shame on us, and

. they should be punished.”

An official in Arafat’s office
said: “We will not comment be-
cause this file has been closed
and it is now in the hands of the
attorney general.”

Growing resistance to cor-
ruption in the Palestinian Au-
thority is posing the most seri-
ous internal challenge to
Arafat’s leadership. Last week,
gunmen staged a number of kid-
nappings and attacks on securi-
ty buildings in the Gaza Strip
and West Bank.

Thousands of Palestinians
demonstrated about high-level
corruption and the appointment
of Arafat's cousin, Moussa
Arafat, as security chief in the
Gaza Strip.

The report reveals that the
cement originally came from

0
gyptian companies which sup-
lied it at a huge discount of $22

(£12.50) a tonne to help rebuild

dilapidated Palestinian houses

or buildings bulldozed by the Is-
raelis.

Between September 2003 and
March this year, 420,000 tonnes of
cement were allegedly sent to
three big Palestinian companies.
According to the report, howev-
er, only 33,000 tonnes were sold
in the Palestinian market. The
vast bulk was transported to Is-
rael on trucks owned by the
three firms. According to
Khreishe, the cement was then
sold with a mark-up of at least
$15 a tonne — and possibly as
high as $100 — making profits of
well over $6 million (£3.4 million)
for company executives.

Yasser Arafat: Wall of woe

The Legislative Council
launched an investigation after
Egyptian journalists stumbled
upon business links between a
German Jewish businessman
and the Palestinian companies.

According to the report, on
November 9last year a letter was
sent to Arafat by the Palestinian
Authority comptroller, revealing
that open-ended import licences
for the cement had been signed
by Maher al-Masri, the economy
minister.

The Palestinian Authority
comptroller asserted in the letter
that the cement was destined for
the wall. The letter was allegedly
received and seen by Arafat on
the same day that he urged peo-
ple to demonstrate on the first in-
ternational “Day against the
Wall”. According to Khreishe,
Arafat took no action to stop fur-
ther imports, which continued
for another five months.

THE DAILY TELEGRAPH




/w BANK BARRIER / U.N. RESOLUTION

An inalienable

_right,

says

v@ Israel

JERUSALEM, JULY 21. Israel today
vowed that it would go ahead
with building the West Bank
separation fence, disregarding
the U.N. General Assembly’s
overwhelming adoption of a
resolution condemning the
construction of the barrier.
“The building of the fence will
go on’’ said a senior adviser to
the Prime Minister, Ariel Sha-
ron.

“Israel will not stop building
it or abdicate its inalienable
right to self-defence,” he said.

Israeli officials said that as far
as Tel Aviv was concerned,
France played a devastating role
in rallying support for the draft
among E.U. nations. Britain and
Italy, however, objected to the
draft and demanded changes.

The resolution demands that
Israel comply with the ruling of
the International Court of Jus-
tice (ICJ) and bring down the
fence constructed on Palesti-
nian land and pay compensa-
tion to those whose life was
affected by the move.

The Assembly’s vote, like The
Hague rullng is not legally
binding, bur carries symbolic
weight and can be diplomatical-
ly debiktating. ‘‘Thank God that
the %te of Israel and of the Jew-
jsit people is not decided in this
hall,” said the Israeli Ambassa-
dor to U.N.,, Dan Gillerman, af-
ter the vote. ““This resolution
cannot but embolden those

!
——m- r M
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who are the true enermeso\the
Israeli and Palestinian people,”
he said. Calling the resolution
“one-sided and totally counter-
productive,” Mr. Gillerman said
the construction of the barrier
would continue in compliance
with international law as decid-
ed by Israel's Supreme Court,
local media reported.

“It is simply outrageous to re-
spond with such vigour to a
measure that saves lives and re-
spond with such casual indiffer-
ence and apathy to the ongoing
campaign of Palestinian terror-
ism that takes lives. This is not
justice but a perversion of jus-
tice,” he was quoted as saying.

The Deputy Chief of Israel’s
U.N. mission, Arye Mekel, said
Israel was very sorry that the
E.U. nations surrendered to the
Palestinian dictate. It would be
difficult to see how the Europe-
ans could fulfil any part in the
peace process after yesterday's !
vote, he said. |

The Palestinian U.N. observ- :
er, Nasser al-Kidwa, welcomed
the vote as “a historic develop-
ment. This indeed could be the
most important resolution of
the General Assembly since the
adoption of Resolution 181 of
1947, he was quoted as saying.

The 1947 resolution had
called for the partition of British
administered Palestine. into in-
dependent Jewish and Arab
states. — PT1
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Associated Press
Ramallah (West Bank), July 20

PRIME MINISTER Ahmed Korei
withdrew his resignation at Yass-
er Arafat’s insistence on Tuesday,
a Cabinet minister said, ending a
political crisis in the Palestinian
government. Korei told his Cabi-
net he had agreed to stay on the
job, but he was clearly angry at the
Cabinet’s limited authority and
said he saw himself only as a care-
taker Prime Minister.

Korei “told Arafat that his gov-
ernment must have real authority,
especially over the security
branches in order for it to be effec-
tive”, said Qadoura Fares, a minis-
ter without portfolio.

The Prime Minister left the
meeting from a back door of
Arafat’s headgquarters in Ramal-
1ah to avoid speaking to reporters.
Arafat, President of the Palestin-
jan Authority, attended the meet-
ing but made no comment after-
wards.

The Cabinet crisis exploded af-
ter a series of kidnappings and vi-
olent demonstrations in Gaza last
week, followed by Arafat’s reshuf-
fle of top security posts. He ap-
pointed his widely disliked cousin,
Moussa Arafat, to the top security
job in Gaza.

The Prime Minister submitted
his resignation on Saturday,
protesting against the upheaval in
Gaza and the disorder in the Pales-
tinian security services. On Mon-
day, Arafat reinstated the officer
his relative replaced — Abdel
Razek al-Majaide — but retained
Moussa Arafat in a powerful posi-
tion, satisfying some of his critics
but infuriating others.

As the Palestinian leader tried
to defuse the tension, Israeli mis-
siles struck a Gaza militants’ safe
house, wounding five, a spok-

esman for a Palestinian group’

said. The two air strikes, one on
Monday afternoon and the second
after midnight, targeted the same
house in the Shati refugee camp
next to Gaza City on the Mediter-
ranean beach, said witnesses and
a spokesman for the Popular Re-
sistance Commiittee.

Spokesman Abu Abir said the
house was used by Abed Quka, the
group's leader in northern Gaza.
He was wounded in the first at-
tack.

The Israeli military declined to
comment on either air strike. Dur-
ing four years of conflict, Israeli
helicopters have targeted dozens
of Palestinian buildings and vehi-
cles in Gaza, aiming for militants.

Th?'pular Resistance Com-

stinian P

7 /L\XY

mittee is an umbrella group of

militants who left other Palestin-
ian factions. Its militants do not
answer to outside authorities and

1%7[ to stay‘on‘
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AFP
BACK TO WORK: Palestinian Prime Minister Ahmed Korei arrives for the
Cabinet meeting in Ramalfah, West Bank, on Tuesday.

often carry out attacks against
their wishes.

Some believe the group was re-

sponsible for killing of three

F

L

NN

American security guards in a
diplomatic convoy in the northern
Gaza Strip last October. No arrests
have been made in the bombing,
and the US government has ex-
pressed dissatisfaction with the
Palestinian investigation.

Tension in Gaza has also been
heightened by Israeli Prime Min-
ister Ariel Sharon’s plan to pull Is-
raeli forces and settlers out of the
seaside territory by end-2005 — a
“unilateral disengagement” plan
that has rival Palestinian groups
jockeying for position.

However, Sharon is having his
own problems over the pullout
plan. He lost his parliamentary
majority because of opposition in
his own government to the propos-
al. Now he is approaching Opposi-
tion parties to join his coalition, to
restore stability.

In a second day of talks with
Sharon’s team, Labour Party rep-
resentatives said on Monday they
want Parliament to quickly ap-
prove compensation for settlers
who are evacuated — a sign that
Sharon is serious about imple-
menting the plan. Labour favours
giving up all or most of the West
Bank and Gaza in exchange for
peace with Palestinians — a posi-
tion opposed by many members of
Sharon’s own Likud Party.

On Monday, a gunman shot and
killed a district court judge in a
Tel-Aviv suburb, the police said. Is- .
rael’s justice minister said it was
the first such killing in Israel’s his-
tory. The 49-year-old judge, identi-
fied as Adi Azar, was in his car
near his home in Ramat Hasharon
when he was shot from close range
by a man on a motorcycle. wit-
nesses said. The assailant escaped.
The motive for the killing was un-
clear., The Al Agsa Martyrs'
Brigades in the West Bank
claimed responsibility, but Lapid
said there was nothing to support
the claim.
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& “Rule of law.. -~

N
Israeh court ruling creates new dynamics

he ruling by the Isracli Supreme Court, which held that

building a security barrier that cuts across Palestinian
farmlands and villages is illegal, is a victory for the rule of
law in an area where it is seldom upheld, The barrier that
the Israeli army is building separates farmers from their
fields, children from schools and patients from hospitals.
The Supreme Court’s ruling affects only an 18 mile stretch
of the wall, affected by litigation from affected Palestinian
farmers. A knock-on effect may be expected now. Also,
builders of the barrier are likely to take note of the ruling as
they construct further stretches. The International Court of
Justice at The Hague is also considering the legality of the
barrier and may soon come out with a ruling on it. But Israel
does not recognise that the international court has
jurisdiction, to them the ruling of its own Supreme Court
will have more teeth.

The route of the barrier is not only a humanitarian i issue,
it has deep political implications as the territory falling
outside of it is likely to belong to the future Palestinian sta-
te. Since President Clinton failed to broker a deal between
Prime Minister Ehud Barak and President Arafat, one of
the options available to Israel has been to impose a solution
unilaterally by building such a barrier. It then becomes ali
important where it is placed — if it is within 1967 borders it
will be accepted by the international community and the
Palestinians. But if it annexes large swathes of the West
Bank peace is not likely to come. President Bush has
muddied the waters further by declaring that Israel has a
right to parts of the West Bank. But it is important to note
that Prime Minister Sharon, hardliner though he is, has
shifted the discourse within Israel by saying that Jewish
settlers in the Gaza strip will have to be moved from their
settlements, by force if need be. This is a first for any Israeli
government. If it cannot have an agreement with Pales-
tinians, the best thing is to apply the same solution to West
Bank settlers by moving them within Israel’s pre-1967
borders, then build an unbreachable barrier between itself
and Palestinian territory. /
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Agencies
Jerusalem, June 30

IN A landmark judgement
Israel’s High Court has or-
dered changes to the route
of the West Bank barrier,
saying it is hurting Pales-
tinians. The court said the
route around Jerusalem
must be changed to reduce
hardships, even if that
meant less security for Is-
rael. The High Court of Jus-
tice ruling affects a 30 km
section of the barrier to the
northwest of Jerusalem.

The ruling will set a
precedent for other legal
disputes about the barrier.

Israel says the barrier is
necessary to keep out sui-
cide bombers; Palestinians
call it a land grab that di-
vides people from their fam-
ilies, jobs and schools.

The decision comes be-
fore a non-binding ruling by
the UN’s top court on the le-
gality of the controversial
network of fences and walls,

planned to extend for 640 kmL

through occupied territory;
The International Court of
Justice was asked to exam-
ine the issue last December
amid mounting internation-
al concern and has said it
will release its findings on 9
July.

The ruling affects a 30 km
section of the barrier to the
north-west of Jerusalem.
The case was launched by
Palestinian residents, who
said the barrier would dis-
rupt the lives of 45,000 peo-
ple in 10 villages by cutting
them off from farms,
schools and jobs.

b A

PALESTINE’S WAILING WALL A Palestinian worker waiks past a section of the

court orders wall shift
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AFP

controversial West Bank concrete barrier in the village of Abu Dis on Wednesday.

The three-judge panel of
Israel’s highest court decid-
ed the government had the
right to build the barrier
and that construction was
permissible on occupied
land but that an alternative
route was possible.

“The route disrupts the
delicate balance between
the obligation of the mili-
tary commander to preserve
security and his obligation
to provide for the needs of
the local inhabitants,” said
the ruling from Chief Jus-
tice Aharon Barak and Jus-
tices Mishael Heshin and
Eliyahu Matza.

“The route that the mili-
tary commander establis-

o VI TAN TIME
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hed for the security fence...
injures the local inhabitants
in a severe and acute way
while violating their rights
under humanitarian and in-
ternational law.”

The decision sets a prece-
dent for cases in more than
20 other petitions against
sections of the barrier,
which have either been built
or are planned.

Mohammed Dahla, a
lawyer representing the
Palestinians hailed what he
called a “courageous and
very important" decision.
“This decision is more im-
portant than the one at The
Hague because this one will
be followed,” he said outside

the court.

“It says what we said
from the beginning, that the
building of the wall as it is
being built is illegal and that
there is another way to
build it that will give securi-
ty to Israel but won't violate
Palestinian rights.”

Israel's defence ministry
said the ruling would be
complied with in full and a
new route would be drawn
up. Palestinian Prime Min-
ister Ahmed Korei insisted
that the whole barrier
should be torn down. “It's a
racist separation wall and
therefore it should fall.
There is no other alterna-
tive,” he said.




Bush woos Turkey

ISTANBUL, June 27.
Hoping to smooth his plans
for post-sovereign Iraq with
the vital Muslim ally Turkey,
Mr George W Bush today
sought to bolster ties with the
country. The US President’s
courtship of Turkey, however,
is complicated by terrorists’
threats to decapitate three
Turks unless the country’s
companies stop aiding US
forces in Iraq.

Mr Bush hoped to use a
Nato summit here to nail
down details of the alliance’s
tentative plan to assist with
the training of Iraqi security
forces. But he also was getting
a reminder of widespread
opposition in Turkey to the
war in Iraq, its southern
neighbour. More than 40,000
demonstrators, some chanti-
ng “USA get out of West
Asia” gathered in Istanbul to
protest his visit.

Pledging to fight for Turkey’s
membership in the EU, Mr
Bush held out Turkey as a
model for West Asia as he met
with Prime Minister Mr Recep

THE 5727770
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Anti-war protesters demonstrate
against President Bush’s visit to
Turkey in Istanbuf on Sunday. — AFP

Tayyip Erdogan in Ankara.
“I appreciate so very much
the example your country has

set on how to be a Muslim "~

country and at the same time a
country which embraces
democracy and rule of law and
freedom,” Mr Bush said as he
met Mr Erdogan. “I believe
you ought to be given a date by
the European Union for your

?\t H

w1th eye on Iraq

'No compromise
with kidnappers’

ANKARA, June 27, — Turkey
today refused to negotiate with
Iraqi militants threatening to
behead three Turkish hostages
amid heightened tensions before
this week’s handover of power.
“Turkey will not bow to pressure
from terrorists,” Turkey’s defense
minister Mr Vecdi Gonul said in
interviews with the private CNN-
Turk and TV8 television stations.

- Al-Jazeera aired a video of the

Turkish hostages issued by the
kidnappers, showing the three
Turks kneeling on the ground in
front of two masked gunmen
dressed in black and a black
banner emblazoned with the
name of Al-Zarqawi's
organization. — AP

eventual acceptance into the
bloc,” Mr Bush said.

The US President then flew
to a meeting with religious
leaders in Istanbul. Following
the meeting, Mr Bush said:
“They (the religious leaders)
represent the very best of
Turkey, which is a country
that is secular in its politics
and strong in its faith.”



- Israeli Cabinet nod to Gaza pullout
Prime Minister ?m%tles to keep coalztzon afloat

Agencies
Jerusalem/Gaza Strip,
June 7

ISRAELI PRIME Minister
Ariel Sharon was facing a
battle on Monday to keep his
coalition from fracturing
and to maintain his majority
in Parliament after winning
qualified Cabinet approval
for his Gaza pullout plan.

In Cairo, meanwhile, pre-
parations ahead of the with-
drawal were going ahead
with Israeli Foreign Minis-
ter Silvan Shalom seeking to
secure Egypt’s cooperation
to ensure security once the
evacuation is completed.

The Israeli Cabinet voted
14-7 late on Sunday for a re-
vised version of the Prime
Minister’s so-called disen-
gagement plan that envis-
ages a phased evacuation of
all 21 Jewish settlements in
the Gaza Strip and four oth-
ers in the northern West
Bank. But, under the terms
of a compromise solution,
no withdrawals will take

THE WpLIeT A » ﬂ:,i::‘s.

place until March next year
at the earliest, while each
phase will be subject to sep-
arate votes in Cabinet.
Sharon declared after the
vote that “the disengageme-
nt process has begun” and
underlined his intention to

REUTERS
Palestinians on Monday carry the body of a wheelchair-bound
man, killed by Israeli troops in Ramallah on Sunday.

“relocate” the settlements
by the end of next year. But
the Prime Minister’s victory
has come at a price. After
sacking two members of the
hard-Right National Union,
he now enjoys the theoreti-
cal support of just 62 MPs in

the 120-seat Parliament.
And another coalition pa-
rtner the Nationa! Redizicus
Party (NRP), could also bolt
the government after ex-
pressing its fury at Sunday’s
decision. “The NRP will not
put its hand to this program-
me nor to any government
which accepts such a terri-
ble decision. The terrible vi-
sion that means the Gaza
Strip will be clean of Jews ...
will not happen”, said hous-
ing minister Effi Eitam.
Army radio reported that
party leaders held talks on
Monday about whether to re-
main in the government but
did not reach a firm decision.
Some deputies are also furi-
ous that Sharon is pushing
ahead with the Gaza plan af-
ter it was overwhelmingly re-
jected in a ballot of party
members five weeks ago. But,
while their loyalty in parlia-
ment can no longer be taken
for granted, any attempt to
unseat Sharon looks likely to
be hampered by a failure to
agree on an alternative,



%M, CABINET HAWKS COMPROMISE ON

Sharon’s Gaza plan

I SENTENCED ™))

JERUSALEM, June 6. —
Prime Minister Mr Ariel

Sharon’s government today

approved an Israeli with-
drawal from the Gaza Strip
in principle, but a last-
minute compromise with
Cabinet hardliners diluted a
historic decision and shroud-
ed the fate of 21 Israeli set-
tlements in Gaza in uncer-
tainty.

The wording of the deci-
sion was vague enough to
allow both Mr Sharon and
rebellious ministers from his
Likud Party to claim victory.
It deferred a political crisis,
but did not resolve the deep
divisions within Mr Sharon’s
centre-right coalition over
the dismantling of settle-
ments.

In today’s Cabinet meet-
ing, ministers were asked to
approve a revised version of
Mr Sharon’s US-backed
“disengagement plan”,
which calls for the gradual

BARGHO

TEL AVIV, June 6. — An
Israeli court today sentenced
Palestinian uprising leader
Marwan Barghouti to five
consecutive life terms and 40

| -years for his role in attacks

that killed four israelis and a
Greek monk — the maximum
. possible sentence.
A defiant Barghouti, seenas a
*possible succéssor to
Palestinian leader Mr Yasser
Arafat, was greeted by
applause from his supporters
as he walked into the
courtroom, dressed in a brown
prison uniform, :
He reiterated that he does not
. recognize thé court's authority.

“The Isragli courts are a

Marwan Barghouti
pariner to the Israeli
occupation,” Barghouti said
before the reading of the
verdict. “The judges are-just
like pilots who fly planes and
drop bombs” — AP

dismantling of all Gaza set-
tlements and four in the
West Bank by the end of
2005. A majority of Israelis
backs a withdrawal.

The plan authorises the
government to begin prepa-
rations for the dismantling
of settlements. However,

THE STATESMAN

Likud hardliners attached a
disclaimer, insisting that the
vote did not amount to
approval for removing set-
tlements. However, Mr
Sharon said after the meet-
ing that “disengagement has
begun”.

“The government decided

T JUN nnd

DISMANTLING SETTLEMENTS

pass

$h
today that by the end of
2005, Israel will leave Gaza
and four settlements in the
West Bank,” Mr Sharon toid
a large crowd of Jewish teens
visiting Israel.

Palestinian Prime Minister
Mr Ahmed Qorei said
Palestinians “welcome any
Israeli withdrawal from any
part of our Palestinian lanc
.. if the withdrawal is tota
and comprehensive, whict
includes dismantling all the
settlements.”

Other Palestinian officials
responded with skepticism
“If approving this fragment-
ed plan took the Israeli gov-
ernment this long, 1 wonder
how much time it will take to

implement it,” said
Palestinian Cabinet minister
Mr Saeb Erckat.

An Israeli hardliner, hous-
ing minister Mr Effic Eitam,
who voted against the Prime
Minister’s plan said that
despite the confusing formu-
lations, the vote meant Gaza
settlements would be dis-

mantled. //



‘NO AUTHORITY TO HEAR CASE’

Turkey court
scuttles

u“‘\w

terror trial

Associated Press

ISTANBUL, May 31. —
The trial of 69 suspected
members of a Turkish Al-
Qaida cell charged in a
string of suicide bombings
opened today. but the
court quickly ruled that it
did not have the authority
to hear the case and that
any judgment would have
to come from another
court.

In May, parliament
abolished state security
courts like the one hearing
this trial, but that order
does not come into force
for about another month.
The reform was approved
as part of Turkey's bid to
join the European Union.

In a written ruling, the
court today said due to the
changes it no longer had
the authority to hear the
case. All 69 defendants,
however, must still appear
before the court this week
on procedural grounds.
But the court will not hear
their testimony.

Turkish authoritics are
expected to set up new tri-
bunals in the coming
months that will deal with
terrorism and other cases.

Today’s trial was the first
connected with the Nov-
ember suicide bombings in
Istanbul that killed 61 peo-
ple and wounded more
than 600. The attackers
targeted two synagogues,
the British Consulate and
the local headquarters of
the London-based HSBC
bank.

Five of the suspects face
life in prison if convicted
of direct involvement.
Seven others standing trial

‘today and another 57

awaiting trial face sen-
tences ranging from four
to 22 years if convicted.

-
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N May, parliament

abolished state
courts like the ane hearing
this trial, but that order
does not come into force
for about another month.
The reform was ’
as part of Turkey's bid to
join the European Union.
Defence lawyers argued
that the defendants should
not testify because the
court hearing the case
would eventually be
phased out as part of
recent legal reforms. They
said the defendants should
instead testify before new
tribunals that will be set up
in the coming months.

Several alleged ringlead-
ers also remain at large.

Prosecutors say Osama

bin Laden suggested tar-
gets for an attack in
Turkey and his Al-Qaida
network later provided
$150,000 to the Turkish
Islamic militants who car-
ried out the attacks,

Defence lawyers argued -

that the defendants should
not testify because the
court hearing the case
would  eventually be
phased out as part of re-
cent legal reforms. They
said the defendants should
instead testify before new
tribunals that will be set up
in the coming months.
According to the indict-
ment, Habib Akdas, the
suspected leader of the
cell, and two alleged cell
members, Baki Yigit and
Adnan Ersoz, met on sev-
eral occasions with Abu
Hafs al-Masri, a former
top lieutenant of Osama.

Al-Masri is believed to !

have arranged for Akdas

and Yigit to meet with
Osama in 2001 in
Afghanistan.

AR
& ¥



V
Wi \{\7 IRAQ / WIDESPREAD FALL-OUT FEARED

Mjnor damage to Najaf shrine

> By Atul Aneja ’\A&p
W
MANAMA, MAY 25, Clashes\he-

tween U.S. forces and militia-
men loyal to a Shia cleric have
caused minor damage to the
Imam Ali shrine in Najaf, con-
sidered one of the holiest sites
by Shias across the globe, spark-
ing fears that the fall-out of the
incident will be widespread.

Al-Jazeera television showed
a torn veil covering the gate,
and damage on the wall around
it. Several injured people were
shown lying on the floor of the
mosque compound, surround-
ed by an angry crowd of more
than 100 people. Imam Ali was
Prophet Mohammad’s cousin
and son-in-law and is the most
revered figure among Shia
Muslims.

The Shia cleric, Moqtada Al
Sadr, reportedly visited the
shrine after the attack, along
with his supporters. His loyal-
ists accused the Americans of
firing mortars at the mauso-
leum and claimed that 12 peo-
ple were injured in the attack.
Eyewitnesses said a missile also
landed outside the shrine, a

short distance away from its
outer wall. Three militiamen
were injured in that attack, Mr.
Al-Sadr’s office said.

The U.S. military command
in Baghdad said it was investi-
gating reports of damage. Fight-
ing in Najaf and other shrine
cities south of Baghdad has
alarmed Shias throughout the
world who fear damage to the
sacred sites. Angry demonstra-
tions against the U.S. intrusion
into Najaf and Karbala have al-
ready been held in Iran, Leba-
non and Bahrain. Iran has
issued a “formal warning” to the
U.S. against its presence in the
Shia holy cities in Iraq, and
communicated it through the
Swiss embassy in Teheran,
which represents U.S. interests.

In overnight fighting in Najaf,
eight people were killed and 18
injured, while in neighbouring
Kufa, two people died and 14
were injured. Most of the in-
tense battles have been fought
in Najaf's vast cemetery, where
a plethora of paths and tomb-
stones provide an ideal setting
for the conduct of guerilla war-
fare. Explosions and gunfire

could also be heard from
around the city’s Revolution of
1920 Square, symbolising the
failed Shia revolt against British
occupation in that year.

Coinciding with battles in
Najaf, a car bomb exploded
close to the Australian embassy
in Baghdad. The attack oc-
curred about 50 metres from
the Karma Hotel, where foreign
journalists and U.N. weapons
inspectors used to stay before
the U.S. invasion. The attack in-
jured five Iraqis, including a 10-
year-old boy who was critically
hurt. Iragi police said that the
car bomb might have targeted
the Australian embassy, but
detonated prematurely. The
Australian Government said its
troops in Iraq were investigat-
ing the incident.

Elsewhere in Iraq, a pipeline
that carries crude oil from the
northern Kirkuk oilfields to Tur-
key has been bombed and ex-
tensively damaged. A security
official of Iraq's Northern Oil
Company, Juma Ahmad, was
quoted as saying that an explo-
sive device badly damaged the
pipe on Monday.
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Video film

g By Atul Aneja \(\Q/\/\)

MANAMQ, MAY 24, Fresh video
footagelof revelry at a wedding
in a desert village in Iraq has
raised new doubts about the
U.S. version of an air strike last
week in which 40 people were
killed. The U.S. military com-
mand has said that it had
bombed a staging post, close to
the Syrian border, used by for-
eign fighters before they
launched guerilla attacks.

According to the U.S. version,
it had attacked what appeared
to be a dormitory, which was
packed with bedding and cloth-
ing that could be used by fight-
ers. Besides, it claimed to have
recovered fake identity cards
and machines to make them,
binoculars and large quantities
of medical equipment. But con-
tradicting the U.S. perception,
the video obtained by Associat-
ed Press Television and broad-
cast over Arab television
stations, showed elaborate
scenes of a wedding celebra-
tion.

The film showed gleaming
pick-up trucks — some decorat-
ed with ribbons — spegding
through the desert apparently
heading for the wedding. The
celebrations themselves fea-
tured the traditional firing of sa-
lutes from guns and singing as
well as men dancing to the mu-
sic of a popular wedding singer.
The wedding footage also
showed a man playing electric
organ, who can be later seen
among the corpses filmed after
the U.S. attack. The timing of
the video release is likely to

IRAQ / ATTACK O

N ‘WEDDING PARTY’

¥

A Iraqi child gets a kiss during a wedding ceremony shortly before U.S. helicopters fired

contradicts U.S. claim

.

on the party, in the remote desert area near Mogr-al-Deeb, Iraq, in this video

havea negative fall-out on U.5.
efforis to seek U.N. approval on
Monday, for its continued mil-
itary presence in Iraq, following
a handover of formal authority
to an interim government on
June 30.

It is also unlikely to help the
U.S. President, George W. Bush,
who, prior to the November
elections, i¢ battling growing
domestic dsenchantment to-
wards his haidling of the situa-
tion in Iraq.The U.S. bombing
in the Mogr-J-Deeb village has
also been criicised by interna-
tional humar rights groups.

obtained by the Associated Press.

A U.N. Human Rights official,
Bertrand Ramcharan, said, even
if some of those at the house in
Mogr al-Deeb were involved in
criminal activity, that was no
excuse for the ‘carnage.’

Attack near Green Zone

Iraqi guerillas today attacked
a white armoured plated vehi-
cle, close to entrance of the high
security “Green Zone” in Bagh-
dad, killing four unidentified
people. -U.S. soldiers, Iraqi po-
lice and fire-fighters doused the
burned-out vehicle with water,
sending clouds of steam and

¢ wpy 700

smoke into the air. The busy
road, which has shops on both
side, and leads to the Green
Zone, was sealed off.

Meanwhile, two Americans
were killed in an attack on a mil-
itary convoy near the restive
Sunni stronghold of Fallujah on
Sunday.

Also on the same day, around
600 U.S. troops backed by 20
tanks raided a mosque in Kufa,
close to the holy city of Najaf.

At least 32 militiamen, loyal
to the Shia cleric, Moqtada Al
Sadr, were killed in the pre-
dawn raid.
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ASSOCIATED PRESS

BAGHDAD, May 22. — A
car bomb exploded today
in front of the home of an
Iraqi deputy interior min-
ister, injuring him and
killing at least five people,
including four policemen.
Mr Abdul-Jabbar You-
ssef al-Sheikhli, the
deputy minister in charge
of security, was slightly
injured in the forehead
and right arm, said Mr
Hassan Hadi, a health
ministry official. “I expect
he will leave the hospital
in a short time,” he said.
Mr Al-Sheikhli is a mem-

ber of the Shi'ite Muslim _

Dawa party. The blast
outside his house occurred
about 200 metres from the
headquarters of the for-
mer Iraqi general security
service in the Baghdad
district of Baladiyat.
Police and US military
officers at the scene said
the dead included four
Iraqi policemen and a
female neighbour.
~ US Army Capt. Brian
O'Malley of the 1st
Cavalry Division, the
unit in charge of security
in Baghdad, said the
blast which occurred at
about 8.05 a.m. was
caused by a “vehicle-
borne improvised explo-
sive device.”

Interior minister Mr

[

Samir Shaker Mahmoud
al-Sumeidi visited the
site and was mobbed by
distraught neighbours.

Minutes before Mr Al-
Sumeidi arrived, scuffles
broke out between police
and a crowd that gath-
ered outside the deputy
minister’s house. Police
fired shots to disperse the
crowd.

? ? h";;% i

i minister injured

A man rushes to the spot where a car bomb explded in Baghdad on Saturday.— PTI

More than an hour after
the blast, smoke rose
from several wrecked
cars, and debris was scat-
tered in the street.

The blast hurled two
cars through a wall and
onto the garden of the
deputy minister’s house.
There were bloodstains in
the two-story house and
on the street, as well as

il

outside the second-story
windows of nearby hous-
es.

Police said at least five
were killed. Al-Jazeera
television put the toll at
six dead and about 20
injured.

Police were uncertain
whether the bomb was
detonated by a suicide
attacker.

Ad urges sacking Rumsfeld

A black shroud covers the statue
of Liberty in a new TV ad that
criticises defence secretary Mr
Donald Rumsfeld for the Iraq
prison abuse scandal and asks
“Why hasn't George Bush fired
this man?”’, adds AP from
Washington. “They said we went

in blast

Custody death

probe .

WASHINGTON, May 22. — The
USA has begun a criminal probe
into at least 37 deaths of prison-
ers in American custody in Iraq
and Afghanistan.

Several of the cases being inves-
tigated have been found to have
occurred before or at probe ses-
sions. Six unresolved cases hap-
pened in Iraq, including two at Abu
Ghraib, and three in Afghanistan.

Meanwhile, in Kabul, the US
military today named a brigadier
general to review Afghan prisons.
Brig. Gen. CH Jacoby, deputy
operational commander at the
main base at Bagram, north of
Kabul, will carry out the "top to
bottom" review and deliver a
report by mid-June, spokesman

Lt Col Tucker Mansager said.

Brig. Gen. Jacoby is to visit all
American  detention centres,
around the country “to ensure
internationally accepted standards
of handling detainees are being
met,” Mansager said. — PTI/ AP

thing has gone terribly wrong,”
the 30-second ad by MoveOn.org
says. “Now it’s been reported that
Donald Rumsfeld initiated the
plan that encouraged the physical
coercion and sexual humiliation
of prisoners.” Mr  Peter
Schurman, executive director,
MoveOn said, *“We've got to fire
Rumsfeld to show the world we
take human rights and torture

to Iraq to bring American values;
democracy, liberty. But }me/ ‘'seriously.”
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Israelis begin
to withdraw

-V

RAFAH, May 21. — Israeli troops
pulled back from two neighbour-
hoods in this Palestinian refugee
camp today, leaving behind dozens
of demolished and damaged homes,
torn up roads and flattened cars.

Israel said its four-day military of-
fensive, in search of arms-smug-
gling tunnels and militants, will con-
tinue — even though security offi-
cials said only one tunnel was un-
covered and it is believed many fu-
gitives fled the camp before the ar-
my moved in.

Municipal officials said at least 43
homes were demolished and dozens
more damaged in the camp since
offensive began Tuesday. Forty Pal-
estinians were killed since then, in-
cluding gunmen and eight demon-
strators hit by a tank shell.

In the Brazil neighbourhood, 25
houses were razed and streets were
torn up, local officials said. In many
cases, the facades of houses caved in
or were shorn off, apparently dam-
aged from wide armoured vehicles
moving through the narrow alleys.

Residents rummaged through the
rubble, retrieving mattresses, photo
albums, shoes and clothing. A pre-
school boy, oblivious to his surround-
ings, sat on the ground, scooping up
sand with a broken toy bulldozer.

Israeli troops left behind leaflets in
Arabic, urging residents not to give
shelter to armed men “who are using
your homes and are hiding inside like
rats”. Mr Yacoub Othman (55), a
resident of the Brazil neighbour-
hood, said he was hit by random fire
in the leg as he walked down the

Y q,‘V\W
stairs in his ho ednesday, but

couldn’t get medical help.
Arabs optimistic

Arab diplomats today said they
were encouraged by a US decision
to allow passage of a UN resolution
criticising Israel, saying they hoped
it signaled a tougher line against
Israeli Prime Minister.

Arab League secretary-general Mr
Amr Moussa said the vote was a pos-
itive signal but that the USA needs to |
go further to be pereeived as a “hon-
est broker” in peace ctforts.

NO PRAYING IN PEACE: Israeli soldiers
watch over Palestinian worshippers in a
Jerusalem mosque on Friday. — AFP
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(Reuters): Defying international
fury and a rare US rebuke, Israel
.expanded its bloodiest Gaza
Strip raid in years today after
killing 41 Palestinians in three
days of fighting in the Rafah
refugee camp.

Tensions rose further after a
Tel Aviv court convicted Pales-
tinian uprising leader Marwan
Barghouthi of murder, drawing
vows of defiance from a fire-
brand widely seen among Pales-
tinians as a possible successor to
President Yasser Arafat.

“So long as occupation con-
tinues, the Intifada (uprising)
will not stop,” Barghouthi, 44,
said after the verdict in a case
Palestinians condemned as a
show trial. “As long as Palestin-
ian mothers are weeping, Israeli
mothers will also weep.”

The UN Security Council
urged an end to violence after Is-
raeliforces killed 10 Palestinians
at a peaceful protest yesterday.
The Council convened at the be-
hest of Arabs incensed at what
they branded a “war crime”.

Reflecting its displeasure, the
US, Israel’s chief ally, allowed
adoption of the UN resolution by
abstaining rather than using its
veto. President George W. Bush
urged restraint from the Jewish
state.

Senior US officials kept up
pressure by making phone calls
to their Israeli counterparts urg-
ing them to wrap up the three-
day-old raid as quickly as possi-
ble, an Israeli political source
said.

But the army, which stormed
the Rafah camp after losing 13
soldiers in Gaza ambushes last
week, forged ahead today.

Troops pushed into Rafah
districts on the border with
Egypt, where the army says it is
searching for tunnels used to

srael defies

G- A

Rafah (Gaza Strip), May @ ;

Sisters of Ragab Barhum, who was Killed during clashes with Israeli forces, mourn during his
funeral in the southern Gaza town of Rafah. (AFP)

smuggle weapons for a Palestin-
ian revolt since 2000.

Residents said  troops
knocked down a small zoo, a rare
place of amusement for refugee
children. Palestinian boys were
seen chasing a bewildered-look-
ing ostrich through the streets.

The army, which has demol-
ished dozens of Rafah homes
during the raid, denied flatten-
ing the zoo.

Yesterday, the army killed
eight Palestinians, several of
them militants.

International outrage
reached a new pitch after Israeli
tanks and helicopters fired to-
ward protesters marching to de-
mand humanitarian aid. The
youngest of the dead was nine
years old. Medics said more than

50 people were wounded. Troops
said they did not aim to hit the
rally.

Several hundred Israeli
peace activists demonstrated
outside the defence ministry to
protest against the Rafah opera-
tion, holding signs calling for an
immediate withdrawal from
Gaza and a stop to the killing.

Viclence in Gaza has risen
since Israeli Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon proposed evacuat-
ing troops and Jewish settlers in
a plan backed by most Israelis
and the US, but rejected by his
Right-wing Likud party in a ref-
erendum this month.

Militants want to claim as a
victory any Israeli puilout from
Gaza, but the army is deter-
mined to smash them first.

In the West Bank, Israeli
troops killed a senior Hamas mil-
itant in an exchange of fire in
the town of Qalqilya.

A Tel Aviv court found
Barghouthi, second in populari-
ty only to Arafat among Pales-
tinians, guilty of mastermind-
ing the killings of five people.
But it cleared him of involve-
ment in attacks in which more
than 20 other people were killed.

Prosecutors asked for five life
sentences for Barghouthi, a West
Bank leader who had main-
tained his innocence since his
2002 arrest but expressed pride
in resistance to Israeli occupa-
tion. The court reconvenes for
sentencing on June 6.

Legal experts said the verdict
was a blow to Israel’s bid to as-

global fury over Gaza

sign wholesale blame to Pales-
tinian leaders for attacks carried
out by militants alleged to be
under their command.

But that did not stop the
judges from pointing the finger
at Arafat. Their written ruling
charged that Barghouthi’s or-
ders for attacks were sometimes
“based on instructions” from
Arafat.

Justice minister Yosef Lapid
issued a threat that Israel might
put Arafat on trial one day.
Arafat aide Nabil Abu Rdainah
called the allegations “unfound-
ed and baseless”. Israel accuses
Arafat of having fomented sui-
cide bombings and ambush at-
tacks. He has denied the allega-
tions.

Supporters said the verdict
would bolster Barghouthi
among Palestinians for whom he
is second in popularity only to
Arafat.

Legal experts called the ac-
quittals a blow to Israel's attempt
to assign wholesale blame to
Palestinian leaders for violence
by militants alleged to be under
their control.

“The court ruled you can’t at-
tribute criminal responsibility
to political leaders of organisa-
tions for acts committed by those
organisations unless (the lead-
ers) were directly involved in
those acts,” said Israeli legal
commentator Moshe Negbi.

But others said the trial,
which drew intense internation-
al interest, demonstrated due
process of law in the Jewish
state. “The fact that the judges
acquitted him on several counts
shows that they discussed the
case thoroughly as they would
any other,” Israeli justice minis-
ter Yosef Lapid said.

Prosecutors asked the court
to hand down five life sentences
when it reconvenes on June 6.
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Rafah (Gaza Strlp), May 19
(Reuters): Israeli tanks and heli-
copters fired on protesters in a
refugee camp today, killing 10
Palestinians and raising a two-
day death toll to 33 in Israel’s
bloodiest Gaza raid in years, wit-
nesses said.

Medics said more than 50 peo-
ple were wounded in the be-
sieged Rafah camp in the south-
ern Gaza Strip and that the casu-
alties included children and
teenagers dismembered by the
blasts.

The barrage of Israeli fire
sent a marching crowd fleeing in
terror, some dragging bloodied
comrades and others carrying
wounded children in their arms.
One witness described a “sea of
blood with body parts flying all
over”,

Expressing “deep sorrow
over the loss of civilian lives”,
the army said it did not fire de-
liberately at the procession but
that tank fire designed to drive
back the protesters may have
caused casualties.

It said gunmen were among
the crowd.

“It was horrifying,” said
Mahmoud Abu Hashem, 35.
“There was one person with his
intestines coming out. Another
had blood covering his face and

A Palestinian man carries an injured child after an Israeli missile
strike in the Rafah refugee camp, southern Gaza Strip. (AP)

you couldn’t even make out his
features.” In a rare but gently
worded rebuke to a key ally, US
President George W. Bush told
reporters: “I continue to urge re-
straint. It is essential that people
respect innocent life in order for
us to achieve peace.”

Palestinian President Yasser
Arafat called the strike a “war
crime” against peaceful demon-
strators, demanded punishment
for those responsible and ap-

pealed for international inter-
vention.

The bloodshed also brought
renewed international pressure
on Israel to end its assault,
which began yesterday with the
stated goal of rooting out mili-
tants and uncovering tunnels
used to smuggle weapons across
the border from Egypt.

A UN human rights envoy ac-
cused Israel of war crimes and a
violation of humanitarian law,

Israel forces fire on G aza
o+.> . marchers, 10 kllled

and EU foreign policy chief
Javier Solana said he was
“deeply distressed” by the high
civilian casualties in Gaza.

Bodies carried on piling up in
a flower freezer converted into a
makeshift morgue after staff at
the refugee camp’s main hospi-
tal strained to cope with the dead
along with dozens of wounded in
two days of Israeli military as-
saults. The firing began as
marchers surged toward the Tel
Sultan neighbourhood, focal
point of Israel’s sweep into
Rafah, to demand that humani-
tarian aid be allowed in.

Brigadier Ruth Yaron, Is-
rael’s chief military spokes-
woman, said a helicopter fired a
missile into an open area trying
to scare away the demonstrators
and then shelled an abandoned
building when they kept moving
toward Israeli forces.

“It is possible that the casual-
ties were the result of the tank
fire on the abandoned structure.
The details of the incident con-
tinue to be investigated,” the
statement said. Palestinians said
the incident evoked bitter memo-
ries of the army’s 2002 assault on
the Jenin refugee camp in the
West Bank, where forces flat-
tened an entire neighbourhood
during battles with militants,
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20 PALESTINIANS KILLED IN RAFAH CAMP RAID

Israel launches

RAFAH (Gaza), May 18. — Israeli heli-
copters pounded this refugee camp with
missiles and machine gun fire today,
killing at least 20 Palestinians, including
two teenagers, as troops searched houses
in the biggest offensive in Gaza in years.
The death toll in Rafah was expected to
rise, with doctors saying they knew of two
more bodies they were unable to collect

DEATH ON THE STREETS: Children watch
mourners carying the body of a Palestinian man
kilied in the {sraeli raid on Tuesday. — AFP

-

biggest

attack

¢ of heavy shooting. In the West

o Palestinians were killed by

Trapped Rafah residents said they hud-
dled in the innermost rooms of their
homes as bullets rained outside. Others
tried to flee to.safer ground. At least 34
Palestinians were wounded, including
eight who were in critical condition.

The Israeli army said the aim of
“Operation Rainbow” was to destroy
weapons-smuggling tunnels and arrest
Palestinian militants.

At the beginning of the raid, a missile
fired from a helicopter hit a group of gun-
men outside a mosque in Tel Sultan,
killing three. Two more missiles were
fired, killing three. more people who
rushed to help. The mosque caught fire.
In another air strike, four Palestinians
were killed, all civilians, according to hos-
pital officials.

The military said both strikes were
aimed at gunmen. Troops also demol-
ished four houses in Tel Sultan, witnesses
said. In all, more than 11,000 Pal-
estinians in Rafah have been made home-
less by Israeli demolitions.

SC rejects residents’ plea

Israel’s Supreme Court today rejected an
appeal by 45 Palestinians against the
destruction of their homes in Rafah,
court officials said. The appeal was
turned town after the military gave assur-
ances it had no intention of razing hous-
es, except those damaged during fighting
and those used as a cover by Palestinian
militants, a court source said, AFP adds
from Jerusalem.

According to the army, troops have no
intention of enlarging the so-called
Philadelphi route, a buffer zone which
runs along Gaza’s southern border with
Egypt, because the government would
have to take such a decision..
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medics§’

on death row

Benghazi (Libya), May 6 (Reut-
ers): A Libyan court sentenced
five Bulgarian nurses and a
Palestinian doctor today to death
by firing squad after convicting
them of deliberately infecting
hundreds of Libyan children
with the deadly HIV virus.

Bulgaria condemned the ver-
dicts announced by court offi-
cials as “unfair and absurd” and
was joined in outrage by its west-
ern partners — the European
Union and the US.

The issue is a major hurdle to
Libya joining an EU economic
partnership with Mediterran-
ean region countries.

Libyan leader Muammar Ga-
ddafi, who is seeking closer ties
with the West after more than a
decade of international isolati-
on, had promised to swiftly re-
solve the dispute during a grou-
nd-breaking visit to the EU head-
quarters in Brussels last week.

The condemned, detained in
February 1999, were convicted of
infecting 426 Libyan children at
a Benghazi hospital with blood
products contaminated with
HIV, the virus that causes AIDS.

They had pleaded not guilty,
insisting the epidemic Tripoli
says has killed more than 40 chil-
dren since 1999 started before
they began work at the hospital.

Prosecutors charged them
with “uncontrollable murder
| aimed at destabilising the coun-
try, deliberately starting an epi-
demic... and conspiring to inten-
tionally infect children with the
AIDS virus”.

In 2001, Gaddafi had said the
children were infected as part of
an experiment ordered by the US
or Israeli secret services.

EU aspirant Bulgaria has
slammed the trial as unfair, say-
ing there is no hard evidence ex-
cept for confessions from two
nurses who were held without
council for a year before being
" indicted. Nine Libyans have
been on trial for torturing the
confessions out of them.

Defence lawyers said they
would appeal the sentences.

1

Two of the Bulgarian medics
in the court in Libya. (AFP)

Zdravko Georgiev, a Bulgari-
an doctor and the husband of
one of the nurses, was sentenced
to four years in jail but was re-
leased today on time served.

“I'm not happy at the mo-
ment. I cannot feel free because I
left behind six innocent people,”
Georgiev told Bulgarian TV
after his release.

Scores of dancing and chanti-
ng relatives of the HIV-infected
children took to the streets near
the court in the Mediterranean
port city after the verdicts were
announced.

“The verdict is fair What
they did is a crime against hu-
manity. They planted a bomb
inside our children,” said Ra-
mdane Ali Mohamed, whose
younger sister Hiba died of
AIDS.

In Sofia, several hundred
sombre demonstrators staged a
candle-light vigil for the con-
demned, aghast at the ruling.

“We are totally convinced
they did not conspire to cause
the epidemic. It’s not possible for
a normal person, let alone a
nurse, to do such a thing,” said
pensioner Nina Taneva, 57.
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' Where

By Praful Bidwai

JERUS?LE\ How long does it take to travel
from Jerusalem to Ramallah, barely 20 km
away as the crow flies?

Answers an Israeli friend: “About 30 min-
utes if you are Israeli and take the special
“Jewish” motorway. If you are Palestinian,
it could be one-and-a-half hours — if you
are lucky at the checkpoints. If there’s a
special check (frequent), or the guard
doesn’t like your face, it could be three
hours, six hours, even till tomorrow ... ”

The drive-through road between Jerusa-
lem, which both Israelis and Palestinians
claim is their capital, and Ramallah, occu-
pied West Bank’s biggest city, is not for or-
dinary people. Only Jewish settlers,
diplomats or Palestinian Authority VIPs
can take it. There is no public transporta-
tion. So you must have a car.

Most Palestinians take ramshackle buses
or shared “Arab-taxis”, alighting at each
checkpoint to show their papers to soldiers,
satisfying them they are no security risk,
and then taking yet another bus/taxi.

Checkpoints — there are over 750 of
them in relatively tiny West Bank/Gaza —
are inseparable from Palestinian daily life.
It is hard to escape them. “Flying check-
points” materialise out of nowhere.

A whole infrastructure of tea/coffee-
vending and grocery shops, has emerged at
checkpoints —because nobody knows how
long they would have to wait. Fifty-two
women-in-labour have given birth at
checkpoints, having been denied ambu-
lance transport.

“The Israeli military can descend upon
any PA-controlled city, surround an area,
impose curfew and establish checkpoints”,
says a United Nations official.

The checkpoints are a daily humiliation
for Palestinians — a reminder that a 20-
year-old guard who treats them with infi-
nite disdain controls their life and deter-

mines if they will or won’t earn a wage
today.

“Coming from a village near Ramallah is
an extremely unpleasant, traumatising and
insulting experience,” says Khaled Abu-
Akel, who works 12-hour shifts in a small
East Jerusalem restaurant. “I have to miss
work or partially lose wages about two to
three days a week because of delays. Some-
times, 1 don’t go back home for days be-
cause I won’t be able to return. My family
life is a mess ...”

Checkpoints ensure Palestinians have no
control over their livelihoods. They are part
of a complex system of organising and per-
petuating the occupation through concrete
roadblocks (usually one-metre-high),
barbed-wire fences, earth mounds and
trenches (to obstruct vehicles) and metal

INSIDE PALESTINE-ISRAEIJ(

barrier-gates.

Then, there is the Wall.

This 700-km-long wall-cum-electric
fence-cum-barbed wire-barrier will dissect
and encircle Palestinian territory. It is be-
ing built on confiscated West Bank land. In
places, it is 30-150 metres wide. It will in-
clude electrified fencing, sniper-towers,
trenches, roads for patrol vehicles, elec-
tronic sensors, thermal-imaging, video
cameras and aerial drones, besides razor-
wire.

It will be almost five times longer than
the Berlin Wall and cut up to 6 km deep into
Palestinian territory.

A visit to the Wall at Abu Dis, east of Jeru-
salem, was revealing. Jamal Juma showed
us the market in Sawahre, which the wall
cuts into two. The village school will be on
one side; the traditional cemetery on the
other. Children must make a detour of 8-
to-15 km to get to school — or drop out.

“Some 6,000 people have been uprooted
here,” says Mr. Jamal. “Some were removed

THE HNDU | § Mp*
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m}ds don’t connect but divide

because they had not paid ‘dues’ which they
know nothing of like ‘TV tax’, ‘ground tax’,

‘car tax’, nor received bills for. Some
100,000 Palestinians will soon be
uprooted.”

The Apartheid Wall will eventually isolate
200,000 Palestinians, cut off the West Bank
from East Jerusalem, and act as a shield
around numerous illegal settlements.

The Wall will divide communities and the
clans/extended families around which Pal-
estinian society is organised, and disrupt
hospital and emergency healthcare servic-
es. (At least 84 deaths have occurred at bar-
riers, including of 27 children). It will also
block provision of food and medical suppli-
es (1.7 million Palestinians are dependant
on U.N. food aid), besides causing econom-
ic havoc.

All this violates Israel’s obligations under
the Fourth Geneva Convention relating to
protection of the civilian population in
times of war and occupation, as well as re-
cent U.N. resolutions.

Supplementing the enclosure-and-segre-
gation policy are state-sponsored closures
across the Israel-Palestine border. Perma-
nent closures, which started with Oslo, se-
verely restrict the number of Palestinians
who can enter Israel for work. This
amounts to collective economic puni-
shment, banned under international law.

Closures have made the planning of indi-
vidual life impossible. They have badly
shredded the social fabric, disrupted pat-
terns of residential, marital and family life,
and created artificial, mutually un-inte-
grated islands.

The occupation’s heightened brutality
since the Second Intifidah (September
2000) have aggravated the Palestinian cri-
sis. Personal misery and widespread collec-
tive experience of social dislocation, grave
injustice and humiliation today mark one
of the most socially, educationally and cul-
turally advanced peoples nf West Asia,
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FADEL BADRAN
-FALLUJA, APRIL 28

US AIRBORNE
gunship pounded Fal-
luja overnight in a dis-

: play of firepower
against insurgents battling Marines
on the outskirts of the town. As the
UN envoy on Iraq was telling the
UN ofbloody consequences should
talks fail in Falluyja, an AC-130
poured down fire in what Marines
said on Wednesday was a precision
response to an attack.

Local residents said only one
person was injured as the 10 de-
stroyed homes were empty. A new
US bombardment struck the same
area of Falluja on Wednesday, resi-
dentssaid. “There are explosionsin
Golan district. It seems to be
shelling. There is also heavy ma-

chinegun fire coming from the US| ’

positions,” a witness said. Mean-
while, a Ukrainian soldierwas killed
and two injured when their patrol
was attacked near Kut. The patrol
came under attack from grenades
and high-calibre machine guns.

Avyear after the fall of Saddam
Hussein, whowas spending his 67th
birthday in a secret jail in US cus-
tody, US forces are trying to quell
twin threats from Sunni Muslim
guernl]as in Fallyja to Shi'ite fight-
ers in the south before they hand
sovereignty to Iragis on June 30.

The local police chief said he
would renew talks with the Marines
about launching joint patrols in the
town. US officials, aware that such
a move could spark new guerrilla
attacks on their troops, have said
they will begin joint patrols in the
coming days.

Many people in Falluja, where
civic leaders concluded a truce with
the Marines two weeks ago, were
enraged by the overnight attack
from the sky.

“This attack shows the frustra-
tion in the ranks of US soldiers in
Iraq and the American political de-
feat,” said Ali Abdullah. “We have
uncovered the treachery and bar-
barity of the US. The more they es-

- thelr country’s new
flag In Fallujaon
Wednesday.
Reuters

. 2003, marked his 67th
birthday In a secret US

calate the situation, the more vio-
lent the reaction on Iraqistreets.”

“Unless this standoff is brought
to a resolution through peaceful
means, there is great risk of a
bloody confrontation,” envoy
Lakhdar Brahimi told the UN. An
intense firefight' took place
overnight in Khaldiya and USpa-
trols appeared to have been
stepped up in the Sunni triangle. A
delicate dilemma faces them in Na-
jaf, where Moqgtada Al-Sadr has
taken refuge. An aide to Sadr was
quick to echo local accusations that
many civilians died in Monday
night’s US attack outside the city,
the heaviest in a three-week stand-
offwith Sadr.

US commanders stress they aim
to avoid holy sites, though they have
said theywill attack them if they are
being used for combat. “Our goal is
to continue to-pressure Sadr to un-
derstand that we are not going
away,” said Colonel Brad May,
Commander of the 2nd Armoured
Cavalry Regimentoutside Najaf.

“It is in his best interest to go

ahead and lay down arms and
not see any further loss of life,”
he said. —Reuters

New Iraq leaders by May, says Brahimi

EVELYN LEOPOLD
UNITED NATIONS, APRIL 28

UNITED Nations envoy
Lakhdar Brahimi said on Tuesday

-that an interim Iraqi government

could be chosen by May end de-
spite the security situation in Fal-
luja and elsewhere. Brahimi pre-
sented to the UN Security Council
plans for a new government due to
take power on June 30.
“Though it will not be easy, we

believe it to be possible to identify

by May end a group of people re-

spected and acceptable to Iragis, to
form a caretaker government,”
Brahimi said. However, Brahimi

warned about the “increase in vio-
lence across the country,” espe-
ciallyin Falluja. He said the US-led
coalition knew “well that the con-
sequences of such bloodshed could
be dramaticand long-lasting”.
Brahimi made it clear that
there were many powers that the
new, interim government would
not have until elections in January
2005. He said it should reach “crys-
tal clear understandings” on sover-
eignty with the US before June 30.
“You want 150,000 soldiers to dis-
appear on June 30? Those soldiers
are going to bé there,” he said.
Washington’s ambassador to
the UN, John Negroponte, who is

expected to be the new US Ambas-
sador in Iraq after June 30, said for-
eign forces had to control security

because a transitional government
would not be capable of doing so
immediately. —Reuters

INDIAN EXPRESS
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EU
—~ F\ ,
Brussels, April 27 (Reuters):
Cheered on by African drum-
mers and dancing supporters,
Libyan leader Muammar
Gaddafi took another big step to-
wards international respectabil-
ity today when he visited Euro-
pean Union headguarters.

European Commission Presi-
dent Romano Prodi broke with
protocol to welcome Gaddafi per-
sonally at Brussels’ Zaventem
airport, where the Libyan leader,
dressed in a red fez hat and grey-
green sweeping robe, descended
the gangway followed by female
guards in dappled blue camou-
flage uniforms.

Waving portraits of Gaddafi,
more than 200 singing, dancing
supporters organised by an ob-
scure Arab-African Immigrant
Child Support Committee,
staged a colourful pro-Libyan
demonstration outside the Euro-
pean Commission building as
the two leaders arrived in a
white stretch Mercedes limou-
sine.

One over-enthusiastic
Gaddafi supporter, dressed as a
security man, caused a scare
when he tried to present a letter
as the Libyan leader and Prodi
shook hands for the cameras in-

races

Muammar Gaddafi in
Brussels. (AFP)

side the building. Belgian securi-
ty guards hustled him away. A
smaller group of about 50
Libyan exiles staged a human
rights protest outside EU head-
quarters, chanting: “Gaddafi ter-
rorist” and holding a banner pro-
claiming: “Gaddafi is a wolf in
sheep’s clothing”.

The landmark trip —
Gaddafi’s first to Europe for 15
years—was areward for Libya’s
agreement to pay compensation
for the Lockerbie and UTA. air-

Gaddafi

line bombings and its spectacu-
lar renunciation of weapons of
mass destruction.

The Libyan leader was ex-
pected to submit an application
to join the EU’s Euro-Mediter-
ranean partnership, a frade, aid
and culture pact linking the
wealthy European bloc with 11
southern and eastern Mediter-
ranean neighbours, including Is-
rael,

Gaddafi was to hold talks and
have lunch with Prodi and sever-
al members of the EU executive
in a ground-breaking visit that
follows his rapprochement with
the US and Britain after more
than a decade of international
isolation.

He and Prodi were to make
statements to the press but not
take questions, a Commission
spokesperson said. Gaddafi will
stay the night in a black Bedouin
tent, complete with satellite
dish, pitched in the grounds of a
Belgian state residence. His tur-
bulent arrival at EU headquar-
ters, replete with flashes of the
old militant waving a defiant fist
to cheering supporters in the
street, illustrated the ambivalent
political theatre surrounding

the event. /

THE TELEGRAPH
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BRUSSELS, April 27. —
an leader Col. Muam-

ar Gaddafi came in from
the cold today with his first
trip to Europe in 15 years,
seeking to improve ties
despite lingering disputes
over a 1986 bombing and
fresh charges of human

rights abuses.
The landmark trip resuit-
ed from what the EU termed

Libya’s “remarkable prog-
ress” in shedding its rogue
nation status, including
abandoning its nuclear
weapons programme and
settling the Pan Am and
UTA airliner bombing cases.

The 1988 bombing of the
Pan Am jumbo jet over
Lockerbie, Scotland, killed
270 people; the French UTA

airliner bombing over the:

Niger desert killed 170 peo-
ple in 1989.

Col. Gaddéfi pulled up in
a white lipao at the European
Commission, the EU’s exec-

THE STATESMAN

utive branch, accompanied
by his foreign and trade min-
isters. Dressed in a brown
cloak and black cap, he
waved and gave a clenched
fist salute to about 200
cheering supporters before
entering the buiiding.

As he paused to shake
hands with EC President Mr
Romano Prodi, a man rushed
forward trying to hand him a
letter and was hustled away by
a male bodyguard. A couple
of Col. Gaddafi’s trademark
female bodyguards, dressed
in blue camouflage fatigues,
then rushed to his side.

Police assigned a spot
blocks away, in front of the
European Parliament, for an
anti-Gaddafi demonstration
planned later.

The USA last week lifted
most of its commercial sanc-
tions on Libya but trade res-
trictions with Europe remain:

normalisation” of relations
and entry to the aid and trade
program the EU runs with
countries around the Medi-

terranean, including Israel.<

In an interview with:
German business daily
Handelsblatt, Libya’s ego- .
nomics and trade minister,,
Mr Abdel Qader Khair, said
Libya has “fulfilled most of
the conditions” for resuming
normal trade relations. “We
would have expected this
step from Europe much
sooner,” he said. “More
important to us than the
arms embargo is being able
to import advanced technol-
ogy (such as aircraft or
replacement parts for the oil

. industry) once again... Col.

Gaddafi has made clear that
we must fight underdevelop-
ment. To do that, we need
partners, not weapons.”
German foreign minister
Mr Joschka Fischer welcom-
ed Libya’s rapprochement
yesterday but noted “obsta-

. cles” remained, including his
Col. Gaddafi seeks “full =~

government’s demand for
compensation from Libya for
victims of the 1986 bombing
at a West Berlin disco known
as a hangout for US troops. .

2.8 170 299
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ISRAEL S PRIME MINISTER Ariel Sharon ap-
pears determined to perpetuate chaos in West
Asia. When the Israeli hardliner informed the
'U.S. President, George W. Bush, that he no long-
er felt constrained by a commitment not to tar-
get Yasser Arafat for assassination, he played
the opening gambit of a manoeuvre he has used
to deadly effect in the past. On several occa-
sions, Mr. Sharon has at first announced an
intent to commit an outrageously irresponsible
act, then waited for the shock to wear off, and
finally followed through when conditions be-
came more opportune. For instance, few people
in the world believed he would carry out a
threat to kill Palestinian leaders until his forces
carried out a cold-blooded murder of the wheel-
chair-bound spiritual guide of Hamas, Sheikh
Ahmed Yassin. The international community
had barely got over its revulsion before the Is-
raelis killed another political leader of Hamas,
Abdul Aziz Rantisi. There can be no doubt that
Mr. Arafat is in real danger of losing his life since
Mr. Sharon has often displayed a taste for psy-
chopathic behaviour. The Israeli Prime Minis-
ter's terror tactics are directed not solely at
militants or politicians but at the Palestinian
people as a whole. His objective is to deprive the
Palestinians of the capacity to form and operate
political organisations as they struggle to secure
rights that are both inalienable and internation-
ally recognised.

The international community can take no
comfort from the U.S. pronouncement that it
will hold Israel to a three-year-old promise not
to harm Mr. Arafat. Mr. Sharon has no reason to
fear that he will lose American support. Wash-
ington has consistently refused to use the con-
siderable leverage at its command, such as the
threat of an aid cut-off, to restrain its main West
Asian ally from committing atrocities. It has re-

peatedly exerc1sed 1ts veto er to stiike down
resolutions condemning the Zionidt state’s (
rogue behaviour that were moved by o '
member-countries of the United Nationsz?/
Sharon brushed aside the mild prptests of the
Bush administration as he built a boundary
fence that cuts deep into the West Bank, creating
enclaves isolated from one another. The U.S.
President also endorsed an Israeli plan to keep
large Jewish settlements in its possession and
agreed that Palestinian refugees had no right to
return to their ancestral homes. It is inconceiv-
able that any section of the American political
leadership will risk the wrath of the pro-Israel
lobby in the midst of a tight presidential election
campaign. The Bush administration is also likely
to be accused of hypocrisy if it criticises the
Sharon Government’s methods at this juncture
since the occupation forces under its command
have adopted similar tactics to suppress the na-
tional resistance movement in Irag. The forces
in colonial occupation of the Palestinian territo-
ries and Iraq are bent on the pacification of the
people subjected to their power and are not in
the least interested in achieving peace.

True to his doughty character, Chairman Ara-
fat has dared Israel to do its worst. Enemies,
near and distant, might have thought that the
disintegration of the Palestinian Authority had
deprived its President of the institutions through
which he could exercise leadership. Israel has
confined Mr. Arafat to a headquarters complex
in Ramallah for over three years and tried its
best to erode his standing among his people.
These measures have completely failed to over-
awe the Palestinian liberation movement. Chair-
man Arafat continues to be a powerful iconic
figure and the actions of his enemies have only
strengthened the bonds between him and his
people.

26 ApR 2004
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WASHINGTON, APRIL 24, The \A “The Presi!

United States has sharply
warned the Israeli Prime
Minister, Ariel Sharon, to keep
his promise not to harm the
Palestinian leader, Yasser
Arafat.

Mr. Sharon had sald in an
interview with Israeli public
television on Friday that he
believed he was no longer
under any obligation to abide
by his pledge to the U.S.
President, George W. Bush, and

that Mr. Arafat “no longer has

immunity” from an Israeli
attack.

“I promised President
George W. Bush three years
ago not to attack Mr. Arafat,
but I am no longer bound by
that promise, and [Arafat] no
longer has immunity,” Mr.
Sharon said.

The comment, however,
drew a sharp rebuke
immediately from the U.S.
Secretary of State, Colin
Powell, who made it clear that
he was speaking on behalf of
the President.

rafat

BE t made it clear
that he would oppose any such
attempts against Mr. Arafat,
and the President firmly
believes that he has a
commitment from Prime
Minister Sharon that no such
attempt will be made,” Gen.
Powell said, appearing on
ABC's “Nightline” programme.
A senior administration
official said earlier in the day
that the White House
considered ‘‘a pledge, a

.pledge.”

“We have made it entirely
clear to the Israeli Government
that we would oppose any such
action and have done so again
in the wake of these remarks”
by Mr. Sharon, the official said.
— AFP ,

An AP report from London
said that Britain urged Mr.
Sharon to stand by the promise
not to harm Mr, Arafat. “We
fully expect Israel, and Prime
Minister Sharon, to stand by its
pledge not to harm Yasser
Arafat and would strongly
oppose any action taken
against him,” the Foreign
Office said.

AFP reported from Moscow
that Russia was deeply
concerned over threats by Mr.
Sharon. “Moscow has with
deep concern learned of the
April 23 declaration by Mr.
Sharon that he is no longer
bound by his earlier promises
not to physically harm Yasser
Arafat,” said Alexander

U.S. wau@

Yakovenko, Foreign Mini
spokesman. ‘“We would like to
underline Russia’s definitive

s Sharon

Palestinian Authority... are not
acceptable,” Mr. Yakovenko
said.

stance that such threats toward Sharon’s
a legally-elected head of the threat: Page 14
‘ ’ - =g ’
We’re martyrs-in-waiting
JERUSALEM, APRIL 24. Dismis- about 4,000 supporters

sing threats from the Israeli
Prime Minister, Ariel Sha-

Yasser Arafat — AP
ron, to his life, the Palesti-
nian Authority Chairman,
Yasser Arafat, today claimed
that all those fighting for the
cause of Palestine were
“martyrs-in-waiting.” “I
want to tell Mr. Sharon and
his gang that the mountain
cannot be shaken by the
wind,” he told a gathering of

flashing the V-sign at his
headquarters in Ramallah,

“All of us are martyrs-in-
waiting,” he said. The peo-
ple gathered there avowed
their allegiance to the leader
shouting that they would
sacrifice their “blood and
souls” for him.

In Gaza City, the Al-Agsa
Martyrs Brigades threat-
ened today to lJaunch waves
of attacks “without mercy”
if Israel harmed Mr. Arafat.

“Any attack against our
leader will transform the
Arab land into a volcano,
and we will kill Zionists ev-
erywhere,” a statement said.

The Brigades, an armed
offshoot of Mr. Arafat’s Fa-
tah group, warned that any
attack on Mr. Arafat would
provoke a serious escalation
in violence. “We would ask
all our militants to respond
without mercy by striking
all Zionists, soldiers and ci-
vilians everywhere indis-
criminately, to respond to
this occupation crime,” it
said. — PTI, AFP
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~Sharon issues covert threat
to Arafat's life ¥
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JERUSALEM, APRII.\ 24. Ariel Sha-
ron issued an ominous warning
last night that Yasser Arafat
could be the next Palestinian
leader to fall under Israel’s line
of fire, when he reneged on a
promise not to harm his old
adversary.

In dramatic remarks certain
to aggravate regional hysteria
over Israel’s targeted killings of
Palestinian militant leaders, the
Israeli Prime Minister said he
had toid the U.S. President, Ge-
orge W Bush, that he was no
longer prepared to exempt Mr.
Arafat from physical harm.

“I told the President the fol-
lowing: In our first meeting
about three years ago, I accept-
ed your request not to harm
Arafat physically. I told him I
understand the problems sur-
rounding the situation, but I am
released from that pledge.”

Mr. Sharon declined to elab-
orate and would not say how
Mr. Bush responded. Last night,
officials in the British Prime

Ministg:‘, Tony Blair’s office re-

e
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sponded with surprise to the
announcement, and said they
had no further comment.

But the remarks amounted to
the strongest signal yet that Is-
rael could follow up its recent
assassinations in Gaza with the
decapitation of the Palestinian
leadership. Mr. Arafat, chair-
man of the Palestinian Author-
ity, has been confined by Israeli
security forces to his headquar-
ters in Ramallah for two years.

Palestinians called on Mr.
Bush to explain how he had re-
sponded to Mr. Sharon’s decla-
ration. The State Department
said only that it stood by its op-
position to the killing of Mr.
Arafat.

Following last week’s talks in
Washington, Mr. Bush detailed
how he supports Israel’s unilat-
eral disengagement plan, to the
dismay of the Palestinian side,
but has made no mention of Mr.
Arafat.

Last year, Mr. Sharon’s cabi-
net voted to “remove’’ Mr. Ara-
fat as an ‘‘obstacle to peace’ at

a time of the Israeli Pritne Min-
ister’s choosing.

Some Cabinet Ministers said
that assassination would be the
means, but it was never overtly ‘
endorsed by Mr. Sharon as the |
international community, in-
cluding Washington, expressed
displeasure.

But after recent strikes that
killed Hamas leaders Sheikh
Ahmed Yassin and Abdel-Aziz
al-Rantissi, Israel has widened
the net and indicated that it
would go after Hamas leaders
abroad.

Its targeted killings have al-
ready included members of Mr.
Arafat’s organisation Fatah,
which includes the al-Agsa
Martyrs Brigades, responsible
for many of the suicide bomb-
ings against Israel.

Palestinian officials have ex-
pressed concern that Israel
might attack Mr. Arafat. Last
night, officials condemned what
they called Mr. Sharon’s “dan-
gerous statements”’. — ©Guar-
dian Newspapers Limited 2004
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STEVEN R. WEISMAN

Washington, April 20: King Ab-
dullah of Jordan dealt a rebuff
to President Bush yesterday,
abruptly putting off his visit to
Washington scheduled for later
this week.

Jordanian officials said the
visit had become impossible in
light of Bush’s recent support
for Israel’s territorial claims in
the West Bank.

A statement from Jordan
said the king, who was in Cali-
fornia yesterday and went
home rather than to Washing-
ton, would not meet Bush this
week as planned.

It said the meeting would
wait “until discussions and de-
liberations are concluded with
officials in the American ad-
ministration to clarify the
American position on the peace
process and the final situation
in the Palestinian territories,
especially in light of the latest
statements by officials in the
American administration.”

A Jordanian official said the
statement, in deliberately cool
tones, was meant to send a mes-
sage of displeasure.

For their part, administra-
tion officials said that the visit

=y
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Abdullah
rebuffs

Bush over

« M Israel

King Abdullah

had to be put off because of
“developments in the region”
and that it would be resched-
uled for May.

Jordanian officials made
clear that King Abdullah, who
was in California meeting with
technology and entertainment
industry figures, had been
irked by Bush’s declarations in
his meeting last week with
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
and would therefore bypass
Washington.

After his meeting with
Sharon a week ago, Bush broke
with American policy and sup-
ported Israel’s ultimate reten-
tion of some settlements in the
West Bank and also rejected the
longtime Palestinian demand
for a right of return to family
homes abandoned in 1948 in
what is now Israel.

The Jordanian statement
followed by a week a protest by
President Hosni Mubarak of
Egypt. The problems with
Egypt and Jordan came as the
administration faced another

RO "4

round of difficulties in its plans
for Iraq, especially after the
abrupt announcement by
Spain that it would quickly

withdraw its forces there in the:

face of a deteriorating security
situation.

Honduras announced last
night that it would withdraw
its 370 troops, which have been
operating in Iraq as part of the
Spanish contingent. Adminis-
tration officials also said that
Poland faced a decision on
whether to renew its commit-
ment to keep troops in Iraq, and
that it was far from clear
whether it would renew its
pledge. The Polish commit-
ment is to expire in September:
Poland has 2,460 troops in Iraq.

Regarding the Israeli-Pales-
tinian issue, an Egyptian offi-
cial said that Mubarak and his
aides had been talking with
American officials for several
weeks about the possibility of
an American endorsement of
Israeli aspirations, and that
each time the Egyptians had
made their opposition clear.

Mubarak described himself
as shocked by Bush’s state-
ments in his meeting with
Sharon, although Egyptian of-
ficials said he had been ap-
prised of the statements when
he met Bush in Texas before the
Sharon visit.

Administration officials
said that despite their difficul-
ties with Egypt and Jordan,
they still expected both nations
to try to help with security in
the Gaza Strip and parts of the
West Bank, from which Israeli
forces and settlers are to be
withdrawn under Sharon’s
plan.

A Jordanian statement said
King Abdullah “is looking to-
wards a common plan with the
international community to
support the Palestinians,” but
offered no further details.

But an Egyptian official said

whatever Egypt hoped to do in

the Gaza Strip would now be
“much more difficult” in light
of Bush’s statements last week.
The Jordanian foreign min-
ister, Marwan Muasher, was
due to confer with administra-
tion officials to try to clarify the
situation,
NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE
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(Reuters): sraeli nuclear
whistleblower Mordechai Va-
nunu emerged defiant after 18
years in prison today, saying he
was proud of revealing secrets
that exposed the Jewish state as
an atomic power.

Vanunu flashed victory signs
and waved as he walked through
the gates of Ashkelon’s Shikma
Prison, where supporters
cheered him as a “peace hero”
and counter-demonstrators
booed him with chants of “Shut
up, atomic spy”. “I am proud and
happy to do what I did,” the grey-
haired, former nuclear techni-
cian said standing before a bank
of television cameras.

Vanunu’s 1986 revelations to
a British newspaper about the
top-secret Dimona reactor led
analysts to conclude Israel had
amassed an arsenal of 100 to 200
nuclear warheads, one of the
world’s largest stockpiles.

Vanunu, 49, complained bit-
terly of “cruel and barbaric
treatment” at the hands of Is-
rael’s security services but in-
sisted he had no more state se-
crets to divulge after serving his
full term on a conviction for trea-
son and espionage.

Fearing he could reveal more
classified information, Israel
put him under close police sur-
veillance and slapped restric-
tions on his movements, includ-
ing a one-year ban on travel
abroad.

Vanunu refused to answer
questions in Hebrew during an
impromptu news conference
broadcast live on state televi-
sion, saying he was protesting I's-
rael’s prohibition on his contacts
with foreigners. Most Israelis re-
vile him as atraitor.

“Israel doesn’t need nuclear
arms, especially now that all
West Asia is free of nuclear
arms,” he said. “My message ...to

all the world is open the Dimona

“Israel’s ‘atomic
~spy’ released

Mordechai Vanunu at
Ashkelon’s Shikma
prison, Israel. (AFP)

reactor for inspections.”

Israeli troops killed seven
Palestinians, the youngest 13-
years-old, in a raid into Gaza
today to stop reprisal rocket at-
tacks for the assassination of a
top Hamas leader:

Y4 APp 04



Gaza, April 18 (Reuters): Hun-
dreds of thousands of Palestin-
ian mourners cried for
vengeance today for Hamas
leader Abdel-Aziz al-Rantissi,
slain by Israeli missiles even as
the Jewish state plans to quit the
group’s Gaza stronghold.

In secret, Hamas named a
new official to replace 56-year-
old Rantissi — the second leader
of the militant Muslim group to
be assassinated by Israel in less
than a month. Sheikh Ahmed
Yassin died in a previous missile
attack on March 22.

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon praised the army for yes-
terday’s helicopter strike on the
firebrand Rantissi, Hamas’ polit-
ical leader in Gaza, and pledged
his country would continue to
“fight terror”.

Sharon told his cabinet the
killing was part of a dual strate-
gy to unilaterally withdraw from
Gaza, occupied by Israel since

~ Roar fi
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Supporters chant anti-Israeli slogans during the funeral of Hamas leader Abdel-Aziz al-Rantissi in Gaza City on Sunday. (Reuters)

the 1967 war, while striking mili-
tants.

Rantissi’s body was carried
aloft on a stretcher draped in a
green Hamas flag. Mourners
kissed his shrapnel-sliced face
and others tossed flower petals
onto the body. Fists shook at the
sky in anger as four Israeli war-
planes roared overhead.

“The blood of Yassin and
Rantissi will not be wasted.
Their blood will force the erup-
tion of new volcanoes,” one mili-
tant cried. Thousands took up
the refrain of revenge, chanting:
“We will sacrifice our souls and
blood for Rantissi.”

Rantissi, an Egyptian-
trained paediatrician who was
outspoken in support of vio-
lence against Israel, died when
two missiles slammed into his
car hours after a suicide bomber
killed an Israeli soldier at north-
ern Gaza’s Erez crossing.

Rantissi was buried today in

Gaza’'s Martyrs’ Cemetery.

Hamas has so far failed to
carry out the kind of massive at-
tack it had promised to avenge
Yassin's death.

Faced with an Israeli threat
to wipe out all its leaders, Hamas
said it had named Rantissi’s suc-
cessor but would keep his identi-

Israeli Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon in Jerusalem
on Sunday. (AFP) .

.

ty secret. Palestinian sources
speculated the new leader was ei-
ther Mahmoud al-Zahar or Is-
mail Haniyah. Zahar said reac-
tion for Rantissi and Yassin
would come. “The Israelis are
hiding, they are keeping off the
streets. We will retaliate when
the time is right,” he said.

Support for plan

Jerusalem, April 18 (Reuters):
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon won vital support for his
plan to pull out of the Gaza Strip
today when two key cabinet min-
isters from his Right-wing Likud
party swung behind it.

Both finance minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu and education
minister Limor Livnat, each
commanding a considerable
Likud power base, pledged sup-
port.

Rantissi’s killing stoked
Palestinian anger already high
over President George W. Bush’s
statement last week backing
Sharon's pullout plan — which
would also let Israel keep some
West Bank land Palestinians
want for an eventual state.

Protests against Rantissi’s
assassination erupted across the
West Bank in scenes that re-
called the start of an uprising
more than three-and-a-half
years ago. Israeli troops used
teargas and rubber bullets to
drive back stone-throwers.

“It is no doubt a crime,”
Palestinian Prime Minister
Ahmed Qurie said. “Unfortu-
nately the Israelis feel they are
supported by the US administra-
tion.”

Qurie wrote to world leaders
today urging them to restart
West Asia peace talks, accusing
the US of breaking international
law by making “concessions” in

the name of the Palestinians.

UN Secretary-General Kofi
Annan criticised Rantissi’s
killing, saying it could lead to
more violence in West Asia. The
Eurbpean Union and Russia also
condemned it. The UN, the EU,
Russia and the US form a “quar-
tet” of brokers who have charted
a “road map” to peace in West
Asia . But some European offi-
cials feel Bush'’s statement last
week sidelined the other group
members.

The US denied giving Israel
the green light to go after Rantis-
si but refrained from condemn-
ing the assassination.

Israel killed Rantissi three
days after Sharon won Bush’s
backing at the White House for
his plan to withdraw from Gaza
and four Jewish settlements in
the West Bank by the end of 2005.

Sharon presented his “disen-
gagement plan” to his cabinet
today.
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Hamas vows
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Jordanian women hold
portraits of Sheik Ahmad
Yassin and Abdel Aziz
Rantisi at a demonstration in
Amman on Sunday. (Below)
A spokesman for a radical
Palestinian group calls for
killing of a U.S. soldier taken
hostage in [raq recently, in
retaliation, while speaking at
a refugee camp in southern
Lebanon on Sunday.

A cies t\/‘
Gaza, April 18

PLEDGING 100 retaliations,
Hamas appointed a secret
leader on Sunday to replace
Abdel-Aziz al-Rantissi,
whose assassination by Is-
rael dealt a blow to the mili-
tant group ahead of a
planned US-backed pullout
from Gaza.

Rantissi, a 56-year-old fire-
brand, was the second
Hamas leader to be assassi-
nated by Israel in less than a
month. Sheikh  Ahmed
Yassin died in a missile at-
tack on March 22.

Faced with an Israeli
threat to wipe out all Hamas
leaders, the movement said
it would keep the identity of
Rantissi's successor secret.

Hamas sources confirmed
a new leader had been ap-
pointed to replace Abdel
Aziz Rantisi, but refused to
identify him.

Israel’'s Army Radio re-
ported Mahmoud Zahar, sec-
ond in command to Rantisi,
had been appointed to over-
see the group in Gaza, but
Hamas officials refused to
confirm the report. Hamas’
Damascus-based leader
Khaled Mashaal reportedly
instructed the Gaza leader-
ship to keep the identity of
the new appointee secret.

"Compensation for Rantis-
si and Yassin can only come
when hundreds of Zionists
are Kkilled," one Palestinian
said in Gaza. Hundreds of
mourners set fire to tyres
and prepared for a mass fu-
neral for Rantissi.

Rantissi's assassination
stoked Palestinian anger al-
ready high over US. Presi-
dent George W. Bush's state-
ment this week that Israel
could retain land Palestini-
ans want for a state in any
peace deal.

Sharon told his cabinet
the assassination was part of
a dual strategy to unilateral-
Iy withdraw from Gaza while
striking at Palestinian mili-
tants.

o
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Masked militants of al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigade, a militia linked to Yasser Arafat’s Fatah movement,
greet the family members of slain Hamas leader Abdel Aziz Rantisi in Gaza City on Sunday.

"The policy is an effort on
the one hand to progress on
the diplomatic process and
on the other to harm the ter-
ror organisations and those
who lead them," Sharon said
in his first public comments
on the killing. Rantissi was
viewed as particularly hard-
line in a militant Islamic
group that has killed hun-
dreds of Israelis in suicide
bombings and is sworn to Is-

rael's destrucaion.

Zahar, onepossible succes-
sor, is also @ hardliner who
escaped an sssassination at-
tempt last year. The other
candidate is the more prag-
matic Haniyah, Yassin's for-
mer right-hand man.

The United States denied
giving Israel the green light
to go after Rantissi but re-
frained from condemning
the assassiiation.
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In Gaza, troops killed a
Palestinian gunman near a
Jewish settlement, thwart-
ing an attempted attack, the
army said.

Israel killed Rantissi three
days after Sharon won
Bush's backing at the White
House for his plan to with-
draw from Gaza and four
Jewish settlements in the
West Bank by the end of
2005.

Killing will
lead to more
violence’

Agencies
UNHQ, April 18

UN SECRETARY-GENERAL
Kofi Annan condemned Is-
rael’s killing of Hamas
leader Abdel Aziz al-Rantis-
si on Saturday, saying the as-
sassination could lead to
more violence in the Middle-
east. “The Secretary-Gener-
al condemns Israel’s assassi-
nation of Hamas leader Ab-
del Aziz Rantissi,” a spoke-
sman for Annan said in a
statement. “He reiterates
that extra-judicial killings
are violations of interna-
tional law and calls on the
government of Israel to im-
mediately end this practice.”

“He (Annan) is apprehen-
sive that such an action
would lead to further deteri-
oration of an already dis-
tressing and fragile situa-
tion,” the spokesman said.

France, Greece, Iran,
Japan, China and Turkey
were among governments
that condemned Israel’s
killing of Rantisi.

Sharon praises army

Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon has praised Israel’s
armed forces for assassinat-
ing Hamas leader Abdel
Aziz al-Rantissi, Army Ra-
dio said on Sunday. Sharon
was quoted as saying that
he would push ahead with a
plan to pull out of the Gaza
Strip. “He sent his congrat-
ulations for the successful
operation and said the poli-
cy of disengagement on the
one hand and fighting ter-
rorism on the other will
continue,” the radio said.

100 retaliations for murder

Chanting, rallies
mark funeral

sion. The number of mou-
rners approached several
hundred thousand.

"You can see (the future
of) the movement in the
sea of people here today,"
said Mahmoud Zahar,
who had been Rantisi's
second in command.

Associated Press
Gaza City, April 18

HUNDREDS OF thou-
sands of Palestinians call-
ing for revenge thronged
the streets of Gaza City on
Sunday during the funer-
al for slain Hamas leader

Abdel Aziz Rantisi. During the funeral pro-
"Yesterday they said cession, Rantisi was cov-
that they killed Rantisito  ered in a green Hamas flag

with his face exposed and
a green Hamas headband

weaken Hamas, They are
dreaming. Every time a

martyr falls, Hamas is around his forehead
strengthened," Ismail Ha- His bodyguards, who
niyeh, a Hamas leader, werebadly mangled in the

explosion, were complete-
Iy covered by green flags.

About 200 armed Ham-
as militants lined both
sides of the road and gave
the bodies a salute as they
approached Rantisi's hou-
se. "You got what you've al-
ways dreamed of Abu Mo-
hammed, you won," read
graffiti on a wall referring
to Rantisi by his nick-
name. -

told more than 70,000
mourners.

"Hamas might have a
crisis at hand after losing
its leaders, but it will not
be defeated.”

Hamas supporters cha-
nting "God is great” and
"revenge, revenge" threw
flowers at the three men's
stretchers as they were
carried through the stre-
ets in a funeral proces-

AP

Two girls hold a portrait of Abdel Aziz Rantisi at a
protest in Sidon, southern Lebanon, on Sunday.
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Israel kills

‘Hamas .

top leader *

Associated Press
Gaza City, April 17

AN ISRAELI missile strike killed Ha- -

mas leader Abdel Aziz Rantisi as he
rode in his car Saturday evening, hosp-
ital officials said. Rantisi’s son Moham-
med and a bodyguard were also killed
in the attack, hospital officials said.
The militant Hamas leader was one of
Israel’s top targets after it had assassi-
nated Hamas founder Sheik Ahmed
Yassin in an airstrike last month.

Rantisi’s car was hit with missiles
Saturday evening on the road outside
his home, leaving only the burned, de-
stroyed vehicle. After the explosion, Is-
raeli helicopters were heard in the ar-
ea. Rantisi was taken to the hospital in
critical condition, his body pocked wi-
th bloody wounds and blood streaming
from his head and neck, and rushed in-
to emergency surgery, but he died five
minutes after arriving at the hospital.

Witnesses said there were three peo-
ple in the car at the time of the explo-
sion. Five pedestrians were also wou-
nded, hospital officials said.

The dead included Akram Nassar,
35, Rantisi’s personal bodyguard and
his son Mohammed, 27, hospital offici-
als said. Rantisi’s wife was in the car,
but her condition and location was not
known, hospital sources said.

About 2,000 angry Palestinians
marched through the streets carrying
pieces of Rantisi’s car shouting, “re-
venge, revenge.” Shooting was heard in
the center of Gaza City and people
were chanting Rantisi’s name.

“This blood will not be wasted,” said
Ismail Haniyeh, a Hamas leader at the
hospital. “We are not going to give up.”
Rantisi is Hamas’ top leader in Gaza
and one of the most hard-line members
of the militant movement who rejects
all compromise with Israel and calls for
the destruction of the Jewish state.

Israel had previously tried to kill
Rantisi June 10 when three Apache hel-
icopters fired at least seven missiles to-
ward Rantisi’s car in a crowded Gaza
thoroughfare, reducing his vehicle to a
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scorched heap of metal. Rantisi esca-
ped with a wound to the right leg. Two
Palestinian bystanders were killed.

In a retaliatory attack the next d~-
16 Israelis were killed in a Hamas si.
cide bombing in Jerusalem.

Palestinian officials lashed the Isr--
eli strike. “We condemn in stronge:
possible terms this Israeli crime of ass-
assinating Dr. Rantisi. This is state ter-
ror, and the Israeli government is fully
responsible for the consequences of
this action,” Palestinian Cabinet min-
ister Saeb Erekat said. Israeli officials
justified the attack as part of the ongo-
ing battle against militants who have
killed more than 900 Israelis in attacks
over the past 3 1/2 years of violence.

“We have to continue this war, every
time and every place. And this story
with Rantisi shows how the army can
get everywhere. We have to continue,
we have no other choice,” Cabinet Min-
ister Gideon Ezra told Israel Radio.

Israel has stepped up strikes on
Hamas in advance of a proposed uni-
lateral pullout from Gaza. Israeli offi-
cials have said they hope a string of
military successes to show that the mil-
itant group was not driving it out of the
coastal strip.

The explosion happened Saturday
evening a block from Rantisi’s house in
the Sheik Radwan neighborhood of
Gaza City, about 100 yards (meters)
from where Hamas founder Sheik
Ahmed Yassin was buried after Israel
assassinated him last month.

Since then, Israel has vowed to kill
the entire leadership of the Islamic
militant organization.

Israeli sources said Saturday they
struck at Rantisi at the first available
opportunity and said he was planning
a large attack on Israel to solidify his
leadership of Hamas and to retaliate
for Yassin’s killing.

Israel has been on high alert for a
suicide bombing since Yassin’s March
22 killing. After Rantisi was killed, Is-
raeli prisons holding Palestinian pris-
oners went on high-alert after the at-
tack, fearing possible riots.
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US shift on
West @a&k

Washington, Apri 14
(Reuters): President George W.
Bush implicitly recognisdd Is-
rael’s claim to some West Bank
settlements today and backed a
Gaza Strip pullout plan in a his-
toric US policy shift that drew
immediate condemnation from
the Palestinians.

Bush’s support for Israeli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
will go down well with conserva-
tive and Jewish voters in the US
presidential election but was
likely to inflame the Arab world
and further complicate efforts to
stabilise Iraq.

“In light of new realities on
the ground, including already
existing major Israeli popula-
tion centres, it is unrealistic to
expect that the outcome of final
status negotiations will be a full
and complete return to the
armistice lines of 1949,” Bush
said during a news conference
with Sharon.

The announcement marked a
shift from the decades-old US
policy of viewing the Jewish set-
tlements as an obstacle to peace
and was greeted with anger by
“Palestinian officials.

“Bush is the first US Presi-
dent to give legitimacy to Jewish
settlements on Palestinian land.
We reject this, We will not accept
Ait,” Palestinian Prime Minister
Ahmed Qurie said at his West
Bank home.

The statement and letters
Bush and Sharon exchanged
could go a long way toward help-

President George W, Bush
(right) and Israeli Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon in the
White House on Wednesday.
(AFP)

ing the Israeli leader push his
plan to scrap 21 Jewish settle-
ments in Gaza and four in the
West Bank through a binding
vote in his right-wing Likud
party on May 2.

The President also appeared
to negate any right of return of
Palestinian refugees to what is
now Israel, saying they should
be resettied in a future Palestin-
ian state instead.

Any US endorsement of a ce-
menting of Israel's hold on land
Palestinians want for a state was
likely to tap Arab anger and com-
plicate peacemaking efforts in
the region, including Irag,
where US forces are under daily
attack
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make

partial pullback

Agence France Press
Fallujah, April 12

US TROOPS made a partial
pullback on Tuesday from
this Sunni Muslim bastion
as a goodwill gesture, an Ira-
gi mediator said, even as a
2,500-strong US force, backed
by tanks and artillery, pu-
shed to the outskirts of Najaf
on Tuesday for a showdown
with a radical cleric. Near
Fallujah, a US military heli-
copter crashed, and an insur-
gent said he hit the craft with
a rocket-propelled grenade.

There was no imunediate
word on casualties from the
crash of the helicopter, whi-
ch a reporter saw burning 12
miles east of Fallujah in the
village of Zawbaa. US troops
trying to reach the downed
aircraft, initially reported to
be an Apache, were attacked
by gunmen, the reporter
said. Witnesses said four US
soldiers were shot by insur-
gents. One of about a dozen
insurgents near the site said
he had shot the chopper
down with a rocket-propelled
grenade, although he and the
others could not get close
enough to the wreckage to
search for victims.

Meanwhile, Fuad Rawi,
senior member of the Iragi
Islamic Party, which is lead-
ing mediation efforts, said,
“There’s been a partial pull-
back of troops, coalition tro-
ops, from the city as a good-
will gesture”. Rawi added, “I
can’t give more details about
when or where the partial
pullback happened, or how
many troops it involved”.
But Brigadier General Mark
Kimmitt, deputy coalition di-
rector of military opera-
tions, said: “I’'m not aware of
any partial pullback”.

A Fallujah ceasefire, wh-
ich began at 10.00 am (11.30
IST) on Monday, was extend-
ed until Monday night. US

LA

THE STATESMAN

marines are taking part in a
week-long operation, codena-
med “Vigilant Resolve”, aim-
ed at flushing out insurgents
blamed for the brutal mur-
der of four US contractors
here March 31, as well as for
other anti-coalition attacks.

REUTERS
A masked Iraqi insurgent holds up a grenade launcher near a
burning US Humvee in Fallujah on Tuesday.

“There are still negotiatio-
ns ongoing this evening, but
we’re very optimistic. The
two parties have been re-
specting the ceasefire, alth-
ough there have been a few
minor breaches. So, we re-
main optimistic”, Rawi said.

13 APR 2004

In Fallujah, the ceasefire
seemed to be still holding
Monday at nightfall, except
for a 10-minute clash at aro-
und 5:15 pm (18.45 GMT).
Rebel leaders had given US
marine snipers a 4:00 pm
(1730 IST) ultimatum to leave
the besieged Sunni town or
face a renewed all-out offen-
sive, a journalist who attend-
ed a meeting of insurgents
said. Citing hospital sources
in the town, Iraqi mediators
said the civilian death toll
from the weeklong US offen-
sive in the Fallujah strong-
hold topped 600 with 1,250
wounded in Fallujah.

But Kimmitt said that
there were no reliable fig-
ures on civilian casualties.
He put coalition combat fa-
talities since April 1 at 70,
while those of insurgents at
10 times that number.

Iraqi national security
adviser Muaffaq al-Rubaie
urged Fallujah residents to
hand over those suspected
of the brutal murders of
four US contractors there
last month to pre-empt any
renewed US offensive.

In Crawford, Texas, US
President George W. Bush
said the situation in Iraq
had improved, while ac-
knowledging again that the
past week had been difficult
for US-led forces. “The situ-
ation in Iraq has improved.
But you're right, it was a
tough week because there
was lawlessness and gangs
that were trying to take the
law into their own hands”,
he told reporters after meet-
ing Egyptian President Hos-
ni Mubarak. Bush an-
nounced that he would hold
a White House Press confer-
ence late on Tuesday.

Meanwhile, two delega-
tions of mediators broker-
ing a truce between the US
forces and insurgents re-
turned from Fallujah on

f}Hand ovenr
to UN: Kerry

 WITH PRESIDENT Ge
tge W. Bush neck»dee
. ag
¢y, Democratic pres
- tial front-runner Jo
erry has urged hi
bolster UN representa
ve Lakhdar Brahimi to d
 velop a formula for an in-
. terim  Iragi goverment”
© that Iraqiscan accept.
“It's vital that Brahi
~accomplish this mission
‘but the odds are long, be
. cause tensions have been
" allowed to build and .
o trust among the vari

“Iragi groups runs deep”,

Kerrytoldthe Washmgton
_ Post. “The US can bols
rahimi's limited leve
ge by saving in atvs
hat we will support
ian he . proposes

Tuesday, a US officer said.
The head of the US-led
coalition ground forces in
Iraq, Lieutenant-General
Ricardo Sanchez, said the
Fallujah ceasefire appeared
to be holding th4€ afternoon,
though USAToops were still
e

el

coming under attack. “It’s
tenuous”, Sanchez said. “I
must add that these are just
initial discussions. We're
not negotiating at this point
until we achieve some confi-
dence-building and a period
of stability”, said Sanchez.
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Nothmg Warned
of 9/11: US Prez -

Associated Press ¥ \(
Texas, April 11

PRESIDENT BUSH said on
Sunday he was satisfied be-
fore September 11, 2001, that
federal agents were on top
of the terrorist threat when
he read a briefing memo on
Osama bin Laden’s inten-
tion to strike inside the US.

“I wanted to know wh-
ether there was anything,
any actionable intellige-
nce”, Bush said, and when
he read the memo of August
6, 2001, “T was satisfied that
some of the matters were

George Bush

Wrvrnor

be1n ked mt(gl his

first comments since Satur-
day’s release of the presi-
dential daily brief, Bush
said the document con-
tained “nothing about an at-
tack on America”. Bush
said if there had been any
specific intelligence point-
ing to threats of attacks on
New York and Washington,
“I would have moved moun-
tains” to prevent it.

Bush was told more than
a month before the Septem-
ber 11 attacks that the al-
Qaida had reached Ameri-
ca’s shores, had a support
system in place for its oper-
atives and that the FBI had
detected suspicious activity
that might involve a hijack-
ing plot. Since 1998, the FBI
had observed “patterns of
suspicious activity in this
country consistent with
preparations for hijackings
or other types of attacks”,
according to the memo pre-
pared for Bush and declassi-
fied Saturday.
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f“" IRAQI OPERATIONS / TWO GOVERNING COUNCIL MEMBERS QUIT IN PROTEST

U.S. offers truce to Fallujah fighters

\ 2¥y Atul Aneja

MANAMA, APRIL 10. Faced with
fierce resistance, mounting ca-
sualties and desertions from an
Iraqi civil administration that it
has appointed, U.S. authorities
have called for a formal cease-
fire in the restive Sunni bastion
of Fallujah.

Addressing a press confer-
ence this morning, a military
spokesman announced the U.S.
wanted to reach a ceasefire in
Fallujah. “What we are seeking
is a bilateral ceasefire on the
battlefield so we can allow for
discussions,” Brig. Gen. Mark
Kimmit said. A delegation head-
ed by two members of the U.S.-
appointed Governing Council
for Iraq subsequently entered
Fallujah and ceasefire talks
were likely to be held in a
mosque. Hakim al-Hosni, depu-
ty head of the Iraqi Islamic Par-
ty, and Ghazi al-Yawar, a Sunni
member of the 25-member
Council are leading the delega-
tion.

The U.S. call for a ceasefire
comes after at least 42 American
soldiers were killed in the last
one week of fighting in Iraq.
U.S. forces, which are in the
midst of an offensive in Fallu-
jah, are also battling a nation-
wide uprising in Iraq, led by a
young Shia cleric, Moqgtada Al
Sadr.

Analysts point out that there
are at least two other factors
that have reinforced the U.S. in-
tent to seek a ceasefire. First,

THE HINDU

A U.S ammy tank burns after it was attacked on a Baghdad highway on Saturday. — AP

the deaths of hundreds of Iraqi
civilians has triggered a national
outcry and driven cracks in the
U.S.-appointed Iraqi civil ad-
ministration.

Two members of the Govern-
ing Council have already re-
signed in the aftermath of
Fallujah operations and a third
is threatening to pull out.

Thousands of Iragis, espe-
cially women and children, are
now streaming out of Fallujah
in the wake of the fighting, and
their teeming presence along
the highways is reinforcing anti-
American sentiments

Second, U.S. Were not

"9 200 o

making much headway in Falu-
jah as they were still stranded
on the fringes of the city.

After warding off a U.S. offen-
sive in the Shia-stronghold of
Sadr City, fighters from the
Mehdi Army, loyal to Mr. Al
Sadr today attacked American
troops in northwest Baghdad.
Heavy fighting has been report-
ed from this area.

Meanwhile, the Mehdi army
announced a unilateral truce in
Karbala in deference to the Shia
festival of Arbain, which is being
observed over the weekend.

After six days of clashes, there
has been no let-up in the kid-

napping of foreigners, belong-
ing to countries that have sided
with the U.S. occupation o
Iraq. In footage aired by an Aral
TV station on Saturday, a grouj
describing itself as the “Bri
gades of the Hero Martyr Sheik!
Ahmed Yassin,” said it wa:
holding 30 foreigners as hos-
tage. It threatened to decapitate
them unless the U.S. lifted its
blockade over Fallujah. Italy has
not officially confirmed that its
nationals have been abducted,
but the Italian Prime Minister,
Silvio Berlusconi, arrived on
Saturday at Al Nassiriyah, where
Italians have a military base.
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Ayear on, America in sh

Bloody
turmoil

B Chaos reigns in lraq on first
anniversary of Saddam
Hussein's fall. The week's toll
rises to 450

B Fierce fighting that has
convulsed the Sunni cities of
Falluja and Ramadi reaches the
western outskirts of Baghdad

B Insurgents seize four [talians and
two Americans. Teenagers lurk
with rocket-propelled grenades

B Nine die in attack on US convoy
carrying fuel. Reuters picture
below shows an Iraqi beating to
pulp a foreigner lying on road

1 American forces suspend
military operations in Falluja to
facilitate humanitarian access
and talks with insurgents

B US-led troops regain control of
Kut

I Loud explosion rocks Baghdad'’s
Sheraton Hotel as mortar round
lands close by, but no casualties

1 Three Japanese remain in
captivity but Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi tells Japan he
has no plans to pull troops
from Iraq despite threats by
kidnappers to kill the trio

1 Palestinian President Yasser
Arafat intervenes to seek the
release of two abducted
Palestinians

1Reports on Page 3

AnFraqi celebrates in front of a burning US tanker which was part of a military convoy
attacked on Friday in Abu Gharib. (AFP)
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JOHN DANISZEWSKI

Baghdad, April 9: One year
ago, I walked down an empty
stretch of Sadoun Street to-
wards the pointed gun bar-
rels of US Marines who had
just reached the centre of
Baghdad. Perhaps it was dan-
gerous, but I felt only relief
and elation. The arrival of
the Marines meant the 21-
day war was over, and Iraq
would have the possibility of
a better, peaceful future.

On that day, I was soon sur-
rounded as happy Iraqis came
pouring into the streets.

Today, I can no longer walk
down Sadoun Street. As an
American, it is not safe for me to
do so.

A year after the fall of Baghd-
ad — after the deaths of more
than 600 Americans, the wound-
ing of 8,000 others and the
allocation of untold billions of
dollars — the hopes of April 9,
2003, seem farther than ever
from reach.

The seeds of today’s prob-
lems were planted even before
the war was really over. The
Marines moved in on the eastern
side of the Tigris in Baghdad.

The army was on the western
side, mopping up pockets of re-

. sistance. But neither had the

2

means, or any evident mandate,
to enforce law and order.

As US troops stood by and did
nothing, a paroxysm of looting
erupted. By the time it was over,
the country was left far more
shattered than it had been dur-
ing the war. But everyone belie-
ved US forces would swiftly take
care of whatever was needed.

It was nine days after the fall
of Baghdad before the US de-
fence department finally let the
US civilian authority, led by re-
tired Gen. Jay Garner, into Bagh-
dad. For reasons of security, Gar-
ner and his makeshift team set
up shop in Saddam’s Republican
Palace and began to construct
what came to be known as the
“green zone”.

In those days, a few guards
and some mild strands of con-
certina wire were deemed
enough to block the gates.

Now the green zone barrier is
hundreds of yards of reinforced
concrete — a Berlin Wall in the
middle of Baghdad.

The replacement of Garner
with L. Paul Bremer III in mid-
May brought another series of
shocks to the Iraqi population.
Bremer said it was too early for
any grand council or turnover of
meaningful power to Iraqis. He
abolished the Iraqi army. That
pen stroke left about 500,000 men

ocki

\

desperatd for work, creating a
reservoir of anger that would
come back to haunt the US lead-
ership.

The months of May, June and
July were marked by the begin-
nings of the anti-US insurgency.

As summer heated up, the
lack of electricity made the dis-

comfort even more acute. Com-

plaints from ordinary Iraqis
about the inefficiency of the oc-
cupation grew louder.

The seating of the Iraqi Gov-
erning Council in July had done
little to satisfy public demands
for an end to occupation, and the
council itself soon proved feck-
less and disorganised. The kill-
ing of Saddam’s sons, Udai and
Qusay, at a safe house in Mosul
soon after briefly lifted spirits
and set off volleys of celebratory
gunfire. But as the long, hot sum-
mer simmered into a sultry au-
tumn, attacks mounted. In No-
vember, 110 coalition members
died, roughly the same as during
the “active” phase of the war.

The capture of Saddam in a
“spider hole” close to his home
village in December seemed at
first as if it might deflate the for-
mer Bathists and intelligence of-
ficers who seemed to be the back-
bone of the resistance, but in
some ways it liberated them. No
longer encumbered by the

in Iraq

crimes of their former leader,
they could style themselves as
patriots for Iraq.

Another girder of American
hopes seemed to collapse this
month when at least one segme-
nt of the unhappy but generally
quiescent Shia population
turned to open revolt, led by the
firebrand cleric Mogqtada al-
Sadr.

Today, US forces are losing
lives on two fronts — against
Sunni insurgents mixed with re-
ligious extremists, and against
the newly awakened Shias.

For Iraqis, the suffering has _
been enormous. They are disap-
pointed, disillusioned and — in
many cases — blindly furious
and eager and willing to lash out
at the foreigners in their midst.

On my last day in Iraq last
month, I visited a young second
cousin of mine from Texas who,
as a reservist, has been sent to
Balad in the Sunni Triangle.

Seeing her bright, shining
face in the sea of desert camou-
flage uniforms, a young woman
eager to do a good job and please
her commanders, but also to stay
safe and please her worried mot-
her back home, I wondered how
we Americans and Iraqis found
ourselves in this predicament.

LOS ANGELES TIMES-
WASHINGTON POST NEWS SERVICE
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aqi Crossfire_

\
ashington must bring Teheran\
on board to resolve the crisis

Almost a year after the US declared victory in the War
against Saddam Hussein, Iraq is no closer to peace or
stability, let alone democracy. If anything, the events of
the last few days suggest that the security situation on the
ground is rapidly slipping out of coalition control. The
reported shifting of the detained former Iraqi dictator
from the theatre of conflict to a secure military base in
Qatar is the surest sign of the panic that has gripped the
Americans. The armed rebellion against the occupation
forces, which was earlier confined to the so-called ‘Sunny’
triangle in the north of the country, has now spread te
engulf practically the whole of Iraq. If the initial attacks
against the US forces came from Ba’athist elements,
mainly Sunnis — with some help from foreign-based
mercenaries — the latest uprising has the widespread
support of the majority Shia community. The immediate
cause of the dramatic escalation is the US decision to
arrest a popular Shia cleric Moqtada al Sadr, who is
accused of being involved in the murder of a fellow
religious leader in the early phase of the war last year.
Shia fighters close to the cleric, calling themselves the
Mehdi army, have since taken control of three major Iraqi
towns and engaged the US-led occupation forces in fierce
fights across the country. The pattern of recent violence
also suggests a measure of coordination between Sunni
and Shia guerilla fighters, who had thus far been seen
as being on the opposite side of the great religious
divide in the Iraqi society.

The depth of popular anger and resentment against
the US has many roots. But it is, in part, a reflection of
the marginalisation of important Shia factions in the
US-brokered power-sharing arrangement. So what can the
US do? For one, president Bush must decisively put on
hold his June 30 deadline for handing over ‘sovereignty’
back to the Iraqis. Bush is no doubt eager, for domestic
political reasons, to extricate himself from the mess
that is Irag but he must realise that he was the one who
created it in the first place. For another, he must utilise
Teheran’s historical influence over key Shia leaders in
Iraq — including grand ayatoliah Ali Sistani — to work
out a more equitable sharing of political office between
different Shia factions. So far, Bush and his advisors have
pursued an isolationist hardline policy against Iran,
particularly on the issue of its N-programme. It’s time for
arethink. Because, without Teheran’s active involvement,
the gathering crisis in Iraq can only get worse.

— — -
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- US wants India
as part of new

o rag !omg\\ﬁ

Washington: The UYS
asked over a dozen countries,
including India, Pakistan and
France, to join a new interna-
tional military force to pro-
tect the United Nations in
Iraq, according to American
and European officials.

The proposal is critical to
persuading the UN to return
to Iraq after two massive sui-
cide attacks against its Bagh-
dad headquarters last year in
which its top official there
was Killed, they were quoted
as saying by Washington
Post.

The US has approached
France, which led opposition
to the war in Iraq, as well as
India, Pakistan and other na-
tions which were reluctant to
Jjoin the US-led coalition that
invaded Iraq, the officials
said on condition of
anonymity.

The list includes a “good
global mix,” said a state de-
partment official familiar
with the proposed force. How-
ever, no Arab country or
neighbours of Iraq are on the
list. Turkey is also notably ab-
sent. The Kurds in the north
strongly object to Turkish
troops entering Iraq.

The new force, said the
Post, is considered essential
to the fragile political transi-
tion. The Bush administra-
tion is relying on the UN to re-
turn to Iraq to organise the
elections as well as the polls
by year end in places where
even the current coalition is
not deployed, US officials
said.

“Potentially there could be
a lot more places that forces
would have to go,” said a sen-
ior state department official
on condition of anonymty be-
cause of the sensitivity of the
subject. Agencies

THE TIMES OF INDIA ,
-9 AP0 opy
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ALISTAIR LYON 0\
BAGHDAD, APRIL 8 Qf)[
S TROOPS fought Sunni
and Shi'ite rebels in Fal-
luja and Karbala on
Thursday as hospital offi-
cials reported hundreds of casualties in
the heaviest fighting since Saddam Hus-
sein’s fall ayear ago.

Meanwhile, Arabic TV station Al-
Jazeera aired a video showing three
Japanese, including a woman, who it
said were taken hostage by an Iraqi
group vowing to kill them if Japan did
not pull its troops out of Iraq.

The top US General in Iraq ac-
knowledged that Najaf and Kut were in
the hands of a radical Shi’ite militia but
vowed they would be retaken and the

_ militia would be destroyed. “We have

got Falluja under siege,” Lieutenant
General Ricardo Sanchez said. He de-
nied that US forces were depriving its
people of humanitarian supplies.

Up to.300 Iraqis have been killed
andat least 400 hurt in the Sunni town in
the four days since US Marines began a
crackdown on guerrillas, hospital direc-
tor Rafi Hayad said. The Marines
launched “Operation Iron Resolve” after
the killing and mutilation of four US pri-
vate security guards last week. South of
Baghdad, Polish and Bulgarian troops
battled followers of the radical Shi’ite
clericMogtada Al-Sadrin Karbala.

Sanchez said Sadr’s Mehdi Army
militia controlled Najaf and Kut, along
with police stations and public buildings,
while coalition troops held bases outside
the towns. Asked if US troops would be
sent to fight the Mehdi Army, he said:
“We will do whatever is necessary to de-
feat Mogtada Sadr’s forces, wherever
theyare on the battlefield.”

Al Jazeera TV said a statement it
had received from a hitherto unknown

Iragigroup, Saraya Al-Mujahideen, had streets of Shiite cities across Iraq this
given Japan three days from the airingof _ ) “week; clashing frequently with coalition
the video to withdraw its troops from Sunni.and Shiite protesters gath-  Sunnis and Shi'ites to proclaim solidar- +- troops Meanwhile, Polish and Bulgar-
Iraq before three Japanese hostages ered outside Baghdad’s Um Al-Qura ity, butitisnot clear if this has translated  iafi soldiers4raded fire with the militia
were killed. Separately, South Korea’s  mosque, chanting slogans in support of  into any coordination among their mili- in Karbala overnight and a health offi-
Yonhap news agency said an unnamed  people in Falluja and Karbala. Similar . tias.“Wewill carry our swords andstrike  cial said four Iragis had been killed and
Traqi group was holding seven Korean  rallies took place in Mosul and Baquba. the Americans on their heads,” aSunni 16 wounded. More clash€s erupted
church ministers. The clashe?v( prompted some cleﬁcyeﬂed.'ﬁmlcsyiﬂ}dod andother  during the day. —Reuters
' N7V

Insurﬂuh walk past a blazing US
vehicla after I was destroyed in
Baghdag on Thursday and (left)
volunteers load suppiles on a truck
bound for'areas under siege by US

forces In Falluja Reuters

goods thdl left Baghdad for Fallu]a.
- Heawyfighting broke out in the Abu

k3

, Ghralb area on Baghdad’s western out-
" skirts. Witnesses said had guerrillas at-

tacked a*US Military convoy on the
highway and were alsobattling Iragi po-
lice:in the nearby township.

4 Fhe US said it rmght keep combat-
hardened troops in Iraq longer than

. plarined tohelp tackle the insurgencies,

rather than rotating them.
Sadr’s Mehdi Army swept onto the

alition loses control of Najaf, Kut

DEBORAH SCHOCH & MONTE MORIN
OCEANSIDE, APRIL 8

AT Alocal beautysalonon Wednesday, the

and rushed home after hearing that officials
would soon announce the names of several
Marines from Camp Pendleton killed in Iraq.
Throughout the day, military officials re-
leased the names of 10 Pendleton Marines
killed since this weekend. While it remained

inabattle on Tuesdayin Ramadi, Pendleton of-

quartered at Camp Pendleton.

Marines since WW II and where business own-
ers and residents proudly display Marine Corps
flags and yellow ribbons, a grimsilence fell over
- inhabitants. “When Marines die from Pendle-
ton, it’s close,” said Damara Brew, 26, a former
Pendleton Marine. “It’s going to be someone I
know. If I don’t know them personally, some-
one I knowwill know them.”
" Brew, like manyothers, kept her cell phone
within reach to keep in touch with friends and
relatives. Elsewhere, two young women waited
for e-mails from Frag, hoping for good news
about their friends. “I e-
mailed a couple of them,”
said Melissa England, 24, of
Rancho Santa Margarita.
Her friend, Safya Bellachia,
25, also of Rancho Santa Margarita, could relax
a little. Her fiance came back from Iraq on
March 7. But she too was waiting to hear from
friendsin Iraq.

Her computer is set up so that whenever a
newsarticle mentions the First Battalion of the
First Marine Division, she gets an e-mail alert.
In the hours before officials began notifying rel-
atives of combat fatalities, Marine Maj. Mary

- Bradford said that a “blanket of quiet” had
fallen over the base. Bradford said that, very

INDIAN EXPRESS

r @ APR 2004

wives of two soldiers bolted from their chairs -

unclear how many of those Marines haddied

ﬁcxalssaxdalllansualuestherewereasxgned -
to the I Marine Expeditionary Force, hcad . K

In a city that has lived side by side with

Los Angeles Times

A Marines’ town waits
for news of who died

An injured US Marine lles on top of a
burning tank after an attack in Falluja on
Thursday. Reuters

would begln visiting the families of the dead

‘Marines. “Some family members don’t open

the door,” Bradford said. “Others say, ‘What’s
next? The reaction is always different.”

The dead aren’t just Marines, residents say;
they are friends, relatives and customers. “It
breaks my heart to ‘think of them over there,”
said Eva Valenti, manager
of the Cut-Rite barbershop.
On an average day before
the war, the 10 red barber
chairs in Valenti’s shop
would have been filled with Marines. On
Wednesday, the shopwas deserted and Valenti
spent her time cleaning a collection of electric
shears. “It’s not so much the business — these.
are our friends,” Valenti said. “They say Tve
gottogo, andyougive themakissandahug.”

~ Bradford, the major who oversees all family
counselling and service operations for the base,
said Wednesday was difficult for Marines and
their families, because nobody had known who

the dead from the Ramadi battle were, and all -
—LATWP

shortly, teams of two Marines and a chaplain  theycould dowaswait.




40 SUNNI REBELS KILLED ® FIGHTING SPREADS ACROSS IRAQ ® USA VOWS TO PRESS ON WITH OFFENSIVE

Mlssﬂes hit mosque in Fallujah

\'_;

Troops to be
increased in

Iraq: Rumsfeld

The Times, London

WASHINGTON,April 7.
— Mr Donald Rumsfeld,
the US Defence Secretary,
has said American military
commanders will get addi-
tional troops if they are
needed to fight the grow-
ing chaos in Iragq.

As the Pentagon con-
firmed that options for
deploying more US troops
are being studied, signs
emerged that voters are
increasingly unhappy at
President Bush's handling
of postwar Iraq.

Mr Rumsfeld has insist-
ed that there are enough
American troops in Iraq.
His comments yesterday
represent a significant
change in tone and a
reflection that events on
the ground may be a criti-
cal' turning point for the
occupation, as well as for
MTr Bush’s prospects of re-
election. “They (the mili-
tary commanders) will
decide what they need and
they will get what they
need,” Mr Rumsfeld said.

The Pentagon had
announced its intention to
reduce US troop numbers
in Iraq from the current
135,000 to about 100,000
by the summer. The clear-
est sign of how rapidly the
situation has deteriorated
was a decision by the
Pentagon yesterday to sus-
pend the return home of
24,000 US troops.

Deploying  additional
troops would be a political

embarrassment for Mr
Bush. It risks sending the
message in the run-up to
the election in November
that US progress in Iraq is
floundering and would bol-
ster allegations that post-
war planning was poor.

Mr Bush is spending this
week on the campaign
trail, but the news from
Iraqg has brought an
unwelcome reminder that
he is a hostage to events
largely out of his control.

A new Pew Research
poll said that Mr Bush’s
job approval figure, the
most important rating for
an incumbent President,
had fallen to a new and
dangerously low 43 per
cent. Although 57 per cent
thought that invading lraq
was the right thing to do,
the same number now
think that he had no clear
plan to resolve the situa-
tion in Iraq.

Mr John Kerry, Mr
Bush’s election opponent,
echoed comments by
Democrats and some
senior Republicans that
the June 30 date for trans-
ferring sovereignty in Iraq
was flawed because Mr
Bush does not know “who
we're turning over sover-
eignty to”.

One White House offi-
cial summed up Mr Bush’s
dilemma: “The last thing
we want in the months
before the election is esca-
lation,” before adding,
“but seeing Iraq descend
into civil war would be
even worse.”

A member of Shifte radical leader Mutada al-Sadr's Mehdi militia brandishes his Kalashnikov in Baghdad on Wednesday. (Right) US Marines from the1st Marine Expeditionary Force move into Fallijah. — AFP

Associated Press

said a helicopter fired
three missiles
Abdul-Aziz

into the
al-Samarrai

UN intervene, pleads Arab body

mander, said his forces
still were fighting- insur-
gents that included Syrian

FALLUJAH, April 7. —

US Marines in a fierce
battle for this Sunni
stronghold fired rockets
that hit a mosque com-
pound filled with worship-
pers today, and witnesses
said as many as 40 people
were  killed.  Shi’ite-
inspired violence spread to
nearly all of Iraq.

The fighting in Fallujah
and neighbouring Ramadi,
where commanders con-
firmed 12 Marines were
killed late yesterday, was
part of an intensified
uprising involving both
Sunni and Shi’ites that
now stretched from
Kirkuk in the north to the
far south. It was the heavi-

mosque compound, des-
troying part of a wall sur-
rounding the mosque but
not damaging the main
building.

The strike came as wor-
shippers had gathered for
afternoon prayers, wit-
nesses said. Temporary
hospitals were set up in
private homes to treat the
wounded and prepare the
dead for burial.

Until the mosque attack,
reports had at least 30
Americans and more than
150 Iraqis dead in fighting
for the Sunni Triangle cities
of Ramadi and Fallujah.

American soldiers
clashed with militiamen of
fiery anti-US Shi’ite cleric

lence
Ramadi and Fallujah.

CAIHO Aprit 7, — The Arab League today urged the UN to
intervene immediately to stop tha fighting that has raged
between US-led coalition troops and iragis in many cities

over the past four days.

“The Arab League is asking the UN to intervene immediately
to:save the situation on the humanitarian fevel,” said Mr
Hossam Zaki, the spokesman of Arab League Secretary

Geneéral Mr Amr Mussa.

“MrMussa calls for stopping the operations of v10lence in
Irag, to lift the siege imposed on cities and stop provocation
against civilians,” said Mr Zaki, quoted by the Egypt's state-
run-news agency MENA, — AFP

other than in

A US helicopter was

forced down after being
hit by small arms fire in
Baqouba, 45 km north of
Baghdad.

Scores of Iraqis also

have been wounded, as

the streets of Fallujah.

US Marines have vowed
to pacify the violent towns
of Ramadi and Fallujah
that had been a center of
the guerrilla insurgency
seeking to oust the US-led
occupation force. The 12
Marines were killed yes-

mercenaries.

Sixteen children and
eight women were reported
killed when warplanes
struck four houses late yes-
terday, said Hatem Samir, a
Fallujah Hospital official.

Ukrainian-led  forces
and Al-Sadr’s Al-Mahdi
Army militia clashed in the
city of Kut, southeast of
Baghdad, overnight, and at
least 12 Iraqis were report-
ed killed and 20 wounded.

Witnesses reported the
gunmen killed a British
civilian working for a for-
eign security company.

The Ukrainian Defence
Ministry said its troops
were forced to evacuate
Kut early Wednesday after

est fighting since Baghdad
fell a year ago this week.
In Fallujah, witnesses

Mugqtada al-Sadr, whose
forces have been responsi-
ble for much of the vio-

war

mosques called for a holy
against
and women carried guns in

Americans Maj.

terday in Ramadi., where
Gen. James Mattis,
1st Marine Division com-

al-Sadr forces hit the posi-
tion with mortar firc dur-
ing the night. “There were

Rlsmg unrest tests the allies’ resolve

Associated Press

BRUSSELS, April 7. — Fighting
between coalition forces and
Shiite militiamen across a wide
swath south of Baghdad presents
a major test of the resolve of
America’s partners to stay the
course in Iraq.

The mounting unrest, triggered
by the U.S. crackdown on fire-
brand Shi’ite cleric Mugqtada al-
Sadr, will also test the American
strategy of avoiding traditional
alliances and international institu-
tions in favor of “coalitions of the
willing” in a military conflict.

Washington’s inability to bring
along its major partners in the
Nato alliance into the Iraq con-
flict means the USA has no ready
pool of well-trained reinforce-
ments — apart from its own
troops — in case the Pentagon
decides more forces are necessary
to maintain order.

| Iraqi child’ren peer through a bullet riddled door in Nasiriyah on Wednesday, — AFP

Instead of binding treaty obliga-
tions, Washington must rely on
arm-twisting and powers of per-
suasion to hold on to its coalition
partners, some of whom face

domestic pressure to send their
troops home.

Since violence erupted on
Sunday in Shi’ite areas south of
Baghdad, coalition soldiers from

Europe and Latin America have
come under armed attack after
months in which the Americans
have born the brunt of the fight-
ing — and the casualties.

But the uprising by al-Sadr’s
supporters has put the allies
squarely on the front lines. In
Kiev, the Ukrainian Defence
Ministry said its troops evacuated
about 20 coalition representatives
— Americans, Britons, Poles and
others — from the Kut city hall
after Shiite fighters launched
mortar and infantry attacks
overnight. The civilians and
Ukrainian forces moved to a
camp outside of town.

Elsewhere, Polish troops killed
an al-Sadr aide, Muntadhir al-
Mussawi, in a shootout today in
Karbala, Shiite officials said.
Later, mourners carried away Al-

Mussawi's body. chanting: “Toda
we will free Karbala from
the Jews.”

no Ukrainian casualties,
but several dozen militants
were killed,” said Defense
Ministry spokesman Lt.
Col. Andriy Lysenko.

In a significant expan-
sion of the fighting, Iraqis
protesting in solidarity
with Fallujah residents
clashed with U.S. troops in
the northern town of
Hawijah, near Kirkuk.
Eight Iragis were killed,
and 10 Iragis and four
Americans were wounded.

In Baghdad, a top US
general said the USA
would press the offensive.
“The coalition and Iraqi
security forces will contin-
ue deliberate, precise and
powerful offensive opera-
tions to destroy the Al
Mahdi Army throughout
Iraq.” Brig. Gen. Mark
Kimmitt, the US military’s

deputy head of 0[»}2&

told reporters in B d.
‘Saddam being
held in Qatar’

LONDON, Aprit 7. —
Saddam Hussein is being
held ata US military base
in Qatar, rather than in

Irag, a British newspaper
said today.

Following his capture by
US forces in December last
year, Saddamewas first
moved to-a US aircraft
cartier in the Gulf for
interrogation, the
Independent reported, He
was then — gt a time not
specified by the report —
transferred to Qatar under
great secrecy, with cven
the state’s roval iamiiy not
informed cf his presence.
Major violence in lrag over
recent days which has seen
mare than 100 lragis killed,
meant Qatar was now seen
as a far safer place to keep
he custed leader the

caper added. — AF
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he chickens are coming hyme to roost for the Americans
in Iraq, where things are unravelling quite rapidly even

“ before the planned transfer of power on 30 June. First there

was the slaying of American security contractors at Fallujah
and the desecration of their bodies by an exulting public,
captured intelevision images. Failujah is at the core of the
so-called Sunni triangle where resistance to American
occupation was at its highest. To compound matters the
uprising has now spread to Irag’s majority Shias, which must
be Washington’s worst nightmare coming true. A coordina-
ted uprising in Baghdad, Kufa, Najaf, and Amara, led by the
radical Shia cleric Muqtada al-Sadr, now challenges the US-
led occupation. The.influence of the Mahdi army, al-Sadr’s
outfit, has been growing rapidly among Shias, but the prime
influence among Iraqi Shias still remains Grand Ayatollah
Ali al-Sistani, who has called for direct democratic elections
leading to a transfer of power.

The Bush administration faces a dilemma now that will be
hard to resolve. If it sticks with the June 30 date for the trans-
fer of power, it will look as if it is running away from Iraq af-
ter facing stiff resistance, as it did from Somalia after bodies
of American servicemen were dragged through the streets of
Mogadishu. If it does not transfer power it will have gone
back on its word once again; besides, photo opportunities
comparable to the desecration of American bodies in Fal-
lujah may mount precisely when President Bush is trying to
get re-elected in November. The original plan had been to
keep some American troops stationed in Iraq even after
transfer of power to an Iraqi administration, but to do so
now will make the Iraqi government in place look like Ame-

“rican pupfets,k hence targets for an Iraqi insurgency whose
1

THE STATEZMA

morale will be high. Iraq could do for American neo-conser-
vatives what Vietnam had once done for militarists in the
Johnson and Nixon administrations. New Delhi has acted
with foresight in keeping out of this mess notwithstandin
Ametican wssure, and deserves to be commended.
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+5,US copters strike
Shiite area in ﬁaghdad

Radicals Take Over Governor’s Office In Basra

Baghdad: US helicopters blasted tar-
gets in Baghdad on Monday as a show-
down intensified with radical Shiite
militiamen challenging America’s post-
war blueprint for Iraq.

Journalists said they saw two Apache
helicopters in the Shiite Shuala district
in the north-west of the city, where a US
vehicle was in flames.

Irag’s US admin-
istrator Paul Bre- §
mer vowed to crack
down on firebrand
Shiite cleric Moqta-
da al-Sadr, a day af-
ter battles in Bagh-
dad and near.the
shrine city of Najaf
killed 52 Iraqis,
eight American sol-
diers and one Sal-
vadoran soldier.

In another devel- }
opment, followers of §
the radical Iraqgi By
Shiite leader Mog- [
tada Sadr took over
the governor’s of-
fice in the British-
controlled port city

of Basra on Monday £
morning, sources
said.

Dozens of armed
Mehdi army militi-
amen stormed the
governor’s office in
the southern city at
dawn, raising a green flag on the roof of
the building, an eyewitness said.

Mehdi army militiamen were seen de-
ployed inside and on the rooftop of the
governor’s office alongside policemen
who had been inside the building when
it was overtaken.

Four hours later there were no
British troops in the area.

Meanwhile, the top US administrator

in Iraq declared Sadr an “outlaw” on af-
ter his supporters rioted in Baghdad
and four other cities in fighting that
killed at least 52 Iraqis, eight US troops
and a Salvadoran soldier.

In other violence, the US army said a
Marine was killed west of Baghdad on
Monday, an American soldier was killed
by a car bomb in the city of Kirkuk on

An Iraqi Shiite supporter of cleric Moqtada al-Sadr
celebrates near a burning US Army truck in the Shuala
neighbourhood of Baghdad on Monday

Sunday, and another soldier was killed
in a roadside bomb attack in Mosul the
same day. A US Marine also died on Sun-
day from wounds sustained in an attack
the previous day. Overall, 12 US troops
have been killed in combat over the past
24 hours.

Since the start of the war, 422 US sol-
diers and thousands of Iraqis have been
killed. Agencies
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“Arafat un

Agence France Press
Jerusalem, April 3

e

A PALESTINIAN gunman broke into
an Israeli settlement early Saturday,
killing an Israeli man and wounding
his 12-year-old daughter in their
home, the army said.

In Saturday’s attack, the gunman
broke into a home and opened fire,
slightly injuring a 12-year-old girl, the
army said. When the girl’s father
emerged, armed with a pistol, the at-
tacker shot him to death. Troops
searching the settlement found the
gunman and killed him, the army
said.

Amid the bloodshed, Arafat said he
was unconcerned over veiled threats
Friday by Sharon that he might be the
target of an assassination attempt.

The violence came after Prime Min-
ister Ariel Sharon revealed the scope
of his withdrawal plan, saying Israel
will pull out from all of Gaza and evict
several hundred Jewish settlers from
the West Bank enclaves of Ganim, Sa-
nur, Homesh and Kadim within a
year. The deaths bring the overall toll
since the start of the Palestinian in-
tifada, or uprising, in September 2000
to 3,892, including 2,925 Palestinians
and 898 Israelis.

Nevertheless, a hardline Israeli
minister backed veiled threats from
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon to assas-
sinate Arafat and dismissed as hypo-
critical US warnings not to harm
Arafat.

“T don’t care of it,” Arafat said in
English, speaking to journalists after
a meeting with the Latin patriarch of
Jerusalem, Monsignor Michel Sab-
bah, in the West Bank city of Ramal-
lah.

“I care for my people, your chil-
dren, our women, our students, and
the holy places for Muslims and
Christians,” he added.

The hawkish Israeli premier had
been asked by the liberal daily
Haaretz whether Arafat and the head
of the Lebanese fundamentalist mili-
tia Hezbollah, Sheikh Hassan Nasral-
lah, might be on Israel’s list of leaders
to assassinate.

“1 wouldn’t suggest either of them
feels immune... Anyone who kills a
Jew or harms an Israeli citizen, or
sends people to kill Jews, is a marked
man, period,” said the Israeli premier,
in one of his most threatening re-
marks to date.

Washington swiftly repeated its op-
position to any new Israeli move
against Arafat, who has been confined
to his battered headquarters in Ra-

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat works at his headquarters in the West Bank town
of Ramallah.

mallah since December 2001.

“QOur position on such questions —
the exile or assassination of Yasser
Arafat — is very well known,” Deputy
Secretary of State Richard Armitage
said on Friday.

“We're opposed and we’ve made
that very clear to the government of
Israel,” he said. The European Union
warned it would be “unwise” to kill
Arafat, while London reiterated its
opposition to Israel’s policy of extra-
judicial executions.

In other developments, at least 23
Palestinians were arrested by Israeli
troops during an overnight raid into
the northern West Bank town of

AFP

Nablus. Palestinian security services
said 30 people were detained, but Is-
raeli military sources gave the lower
figure,

On Friday, at least 20 Palestinians
were wounded in Jerusalem in clash-
es with Israeli-police who stormed
one of Islam’s holiest sites — the Al
Agsa mosque compound — to tackle
stonethrowing demonstrators.

Sharon also said in interviews pub-
lished Friday that Arafat and
Lebanese guerrilla chief Hassan Nas-
rallah were not immune, when asked
whether Israel would try to kill them.
It was not immediately clear if
Sharon’s remarks meant he would no

Jordan not to allow naming after slain llmas leader

JORDAN HAS refused a father’'s permission to
name his newborn son Sheikh Ahmed Yassin; to

honour the Hamas spiritual leader who was assas-
sinated by Israel last week; the Al-Dustour daily re-
ported on Saturday, Ziad al-Nabulsiyeh went to the
civil affairs office in Rosseifeh, 20 kms northeast of
Amman, to register his newborn son as Sheikh
Ahmed Yassin, but was turned away, the newspaper

said.

Department official Maryam Rahahleh told Al
Dustour that registering formal titles on birth cer-
tificates was illegal, She said many people; often
carried away by emotion, want to give their ¢hil-
dren: names they later regret and subsequently

want to change by deed-poll.

AFP, Amman
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longer honor assurances to U.S. offi-
cials that Israel would not harm
Arafat.

Arafat responded in remarks to re-
porters at his West Bank headquar-
ters in the town of the West Bank city
of Ramallah, where he has been con-
fined to his headquarters for more
than two years.

Arafat’s aides said on Friday they
were taking new Israeli threats
against the Palestinian leader’s life
seriously.

In the lead-up to a withdrawal from
Gaza, Sharon also said he would order
a freeze on construction in the coastal
strip’s 21 Jewish settlements, all of
which would be removed under the
plan.

Initially, Sharon considered hold-
ing onto three of the enclaves in
northern Gaza.

Sharon said the withdrawal from
Gaza would get under way within a
year and that the only land Israel
would continue to hold there would be
a patrol road along the territory’s bor-
der with Egypt that the military says
is crucial for combating weapons
smuggling. The Israeli leader’s Likud
Party is to make a final decision on
the proposal.

Minister justifies threats

Israel’s hardline internal security
minister on Saturday stood by pre-
mier Ariel Sharon’s veiled threats to
assassinate Yasser Arafat, dismissing
US warnings against killing the Pales-
tinian leader.

“It is important that those who send
suicide bombers know that they no
longer benefit from the least immuni-
ty as the prime minister said,” Tzahi
Hanegbi told public radio.

“If we have information at our dis-
posal about (Palestinian) officials who
either directly or indirectly encour-
age suicide attacks, they are not be-
yond harm,” he said.

Hanegbi also criticised Washing-
ton’s swift rebuke against any plot to
assassinate Arafat.

“The Americans cannot tell us not
to launch targeted operations, while
they themselves do so in Iraq and
Afghanistan, sometimes against offi-
cials who have not touched a hair of
an American soldier,” he said.

“The two sons of Saddam Hussein
were killed in a targeted operation.
when it would have been enough to
capture them,” he added, referring to
the elder sons of the former Iraqi
leader shot dead in a gun battle with
US troops last year.
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“Powell for Ir

QA V4
WASHINGTON, April 3. —\Gejh.
Colin Powell has called for la
probe into the intelligence he was
given for use in a presentation to
the UN Security Council to justi-
fy the Iraq invasion, including
claims that Iraq had mobile bio-
logical weapon laboratories.

While the state department has
not yet released the text of Gen.
Powell’s statements, the US sec-
retary of state told reporters that
he had urged the White House
panel probing alleged intelligence
failures to “look into these mat-
ters to see whether or not the in-

. telligence agency had a basis for

i
i
t

the confidence that they placed in

| the intelligence at that time.”

i
|
|
|

J

Gen. Powell said that while he
believed that whatever claims he
had made regarding Iraqi WMDs
were believed to be brought out
with the help of “the best intelli-
gence we had, now it appears not
to be the case, that it was that
solid. But at the time I was pre-
paring that presentation it was

\ V' e

aq probe

1

Gen. Colin owell

presented to me as being solid.”
He was briefing journalists
about the meetings at the Nato
headquarters in Brussels yester-
day. “I'm not the intelligence com-
munity... it was presented to me
in the preparation of that as the ‘
best intelligence and information i
that we had. I made sure, as I said
in my presentation, these were !
multi-sourced,” he said. — PTI
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—Arafat not immune: Sharon

JERUSALEM, April 2. — )
warned that Mr Yasser Arafat and
Hizbullah chief Hassan Nasrallah are not

Sharon has

immune to targeted assassinations.
“Anyone who harms an Israeli citizen is a
marked man. I wouldn’t suggest either of
them feels immune...,” Mr Sharon told told
Ha'aretz daily in an interview published
today, when asked if Mr Arafat and
Nasrallah were targets for assassination.

He also said once the separation fence
is completed, the government will act vig-
orously to expel Palestinians living illegal-
ly within Israeli Arab communities.

Following last week’s assassination of
Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, Chief of Staff Mr
Moshe Ya’alon had also said that the
responses of Mr Arafat and Nasrallah
showed that “they understand that this is
approaching them”.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

Police storm Al agsa mosqu

Israeli riot police stormed a disputed holy
site here today, firing tear gas, stun
grenades and plastic bullets to disperse
hundreds of Muslim worshippers who
threw stones and shoes at th=m.

It was the most violent confrontation at
the Al Agsa Mosque compound since
deadly clashes there in September 2000
escalated into the widespread Palestinian
riots and led to the current round of
Israeli-Palestinian fighting.

Thousands of Palestinians barricaded
themselves in two mosques in the walled |
compound for about two hours, before

" police agreed to let them leave. Police did

not enter the mosques themseives, but |-
were deployed across the compound.

The confrontations at the Al Agsa
Mosque compound, revered by Jews as the
Temple Mount, site of their biblical tem-
ples, began after Muslim noon prayers.
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Insurgents attack

oy

US convoy in Iraq

: Fallujah: Insurgents attacked a US mil-
i itary convoy near Fallujah on Thursday,
: aday after the grisly killing and mutila-
i tion of four American contractors in
: the city. The top US administrator in
i Iraq said their deaths would not go un-
{ punished.
i It was not clear if there were any ca-
sualties in Thursday’s assault. Associ-
i ated Press TV news footage showed
i smoke pouring from the vehicle that
i had been abandoned on a roadside just
outside the city. Witnesses said a
Humvee was hit by a rocket-propelled
i grenade. The US officials said they
i could not confirm the attack.
i Also on Thursday, two explosions
i nearaUS-escorted fuel convoy wounded
at least one Iragi in northern Baghdad,
i witnesses said. In Fallujah, meanwhile,
i Iraqi police manned roadside check-
! points in and arcund the city, but no US
i troops could be seen inside the city.
Shops and schools were open. Some res-
¢ idents vowed to repel US forces if they
i raid the city.
: “We will not let any foreigner enter
: Fallujah,” said Sameer Sami. “Yester-
i day’s attack is proof of how much we
i hate the Americans.” Another resident,
¢ Ahmed al-Dulaimi, said, “We wish that
{ they (US forces) would try to enter Failu-
i jah so we’d let hell break lose.” Iraqi po-
i liceofficer Lt. Salah Abdullah said police
i retrieved the remains of the four slain
¢ Americans on Wednesday night at the re-
¢ quest of the Americans, wrapped them
i inblankets and gave them to US forces.
“We were shocked because our Islam-
¢ ic beliefs reject such behavior,” he said
i referring to the abuse of the bodies. The
i top US administrator in Iraq, L. Paul
i Bremer, on Thursday, condemned the
¢ killings and said “their deaths would
i not go unpunished.” “Yesterday’s events
i in Fallujah are dramatic examples of
: the ongoing struggle between human
i dignity and barbarism,” he said at a

Oy~ S

gradudtior) ceremony for police cadets.

“Thejacts we have seen were despica-
ble and} inexcusable... They violate the
tenets of all religions including Islam as
one of the foundations of civilized soci-
ety.” Iraqi Interior Minister Nori al Bad-
ran vowed to send forces into Fallujah
“to bring killers to justice.” “Forces will
be sent to Fallujah ... from the army, the
police and from the civil defense
(force),” he said.

He did not say when the troops would
enter the city There was no sign of a
military build-up near Fallujah by mid-
afternoon Thursday. At a US. base
about 3 km east of the city, 1st Lt. Wade

AFP

A member of the Iraq Civil Defence
Corps mans a roadblock at the entrance
to Fallujah on Thursday

Zirkle, when asked whether US forces
would enter the city, said, “It is our job
to go there and maintain security in the
city and we are making sure that some-
thing like that will not happen again.”

He said Wednesday’s attack was car-
ried out by a “few bandits and terrorists
... Who are terrorising the city”

Jubilant mobs on Wednesday dragged
the burned, mutilated bodies of the four
American contractors through the
streets and strung two of them up from
a bridge after rebels ambushed their ve-
hicles. ae

re
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~Arab su

Tunis: Tunisia decided to postpone
an Arab summit due to open heve on
Monday after Arab foreign minis-
ters failed to agree on proposals it
deemed essential for political re-
form in West Asia, a senior
Tunisian official announced.
Tunisia’s secretary of state for for-
eign affairs Hatef Ben Salem ex-
pressed his government’s regrets
over the decision to postpone the two-
day summit indefinitely, in a move
that stunned Arab foreign ministers.

mmit gostponed

tions on certain amendménts and
proposals that Tunisia presented
and considered essential concern-
ing reforms, development and mod-
ernisation of our Arab world,” Ben
Salem told journalists on Saturday.
Two Arab foreign ministers told
the media earlier that their Tunisian
counterpart, Habib Ben Yahia, had
informed them during closed-door
talks on Saturday that his country
was postponing the summit. agencies
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3 Arc of resistance
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As Weste'm-.backed occupations fuel terror across West Asia, the struggle of the Palestinians in
particular has become the focus of global Muslim grievance, says Seumas Milne

ARIEL SHARON'’S decision
to incinerate a 67-year-old
blind cleric outside his local
mosque will certainly go
down as one of the most
spectacularly counter-pro-
ductive acts of violence in
the history of the Israel-
Palestine conflict.

Quite apart from the
morality of assassinating
Sheikh Yassin, it is the Is-
raeli people themselves who
will suffer from certain re-
taliation. Israel has the
right to defend itself, Presi-
dent Bush declares, while
apparently denying the

Palestinians the same luxu- .

ry. But the killing can have
no military value at all.
Whatever his authority as
the founder and figurehead
of Hamas, the idea that
Yassin was involved in plan-
ning armed attacks is pre-
posterous. When Israel
rocketed the apartment
block he was visiting last
September, the ailing
sheikh was reported not to
have even realised that an
attack had taken place. And
regardless of the domestic
political calculations of the
Israeli government, such at-
tempts to destroy a popular
movement by decapitation
are doomed to failure.

From Algeria to Viet-
nam, the past century is lit-
tered with evidence that
such strategies invariably
come to nought. Where re-
sistance has deep roots —as
Hamas's undoubtedly has in
the occupied territories — it
will always re-emerge, how-
ever savage the repression.
Yassin has been succeeded
by Abd al-Aziz Rantissi, and
if the Israelis incinerate
him, another will take his
place. What the killing has
done is simply widen the
range of targets on each
side, expanding the arena of
terror.

The chances of a lasting
settlement should in reality
be higher than ever before.
For the first time, every sig-
nificant political and armed
Palestinian group — includ-
ing Hamas and Islamic Ji-

had — is prepared to accept
a de facto end to conflict in
return for an independent
state in the West Bank and
Gaza — just 22 per cent of
historic Palestine.

Rantissi is widely re-
garded as more hardline
than Yassin. But, as he told
me in Gaza a couple of
months back, Hamas is
ready to call a ceasefire that
“should be seen in terms of
years” in exchange for full
Israeli withdrawal from the
ferritories it has occupied
for 37 years. On another oc-
casion, referring to the
Hamas dream of Islamist
rule throughout Palestine,
he said, “We can accept a
truce... live side by side and
refer all the issues to the
coming generations.” The
organisation’s new number
two in Gaza, Mahmoud Za-
har, confirmed its commit-
ment to a West Bank/Gaza
state speaking to The
Guardian.

But instead of seizing
the opportunity for peace,
the Sharon government is
deliberately undermining
the basis for a two-state so-
lution by carving up the oc-
cupied territories with its
electrified fences, closed
zones and ever-expanding
settlements. At the same
time, it is planning a partial
withdrawal from the most
heavily populated areas,
while effectively annexing
other areas of the West
Bank and confining Pales-
tinians to walled bantustans
that can never form the ba-
sis of a viable state.

Such a rearrangement
will clearly not resolve the
conflict. And considering
that the US arms and funds
Israel to a greater degree
than any other state on the
planet, such leverage might
be seen as an ideal opportu-
pity for the much-vaunted
project of Western humani-
tarian intervention. But in-
stead of applying pressure
to achieve a just settlement,
the US and its friends refuse
to talk to the elected Pales-
{inian leadership.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

After September 11, 2001, Prime Minister
Tony Blair promised hope to the slums of
Gaza and convinced his supporters that he
would deliver American commitment to a
West Asia peace deal in exchange for back-
ing the invasion of Irag. Now his main con-
tribution appears to be extra funding for
Palestinian police and prisons to provide se-
curity to the occupying force,

None of this, of course, justifies the tar-
geting of civilians by Hamas and others —
defended by Rantissi as a “deterrent” to the
killing of Palestinian civilians. If deter-
rence is the intention, it appears to be a fail-
ure, as Palestinian civilian and military
deaths outstrip the Israeli toll by more than
three to one (and five to one when it comes
to children).

The killing of Yassin, along with the
wider bloodletting in the occupied territo-
ries, will further heighten the Arab and
Muslim anger that is fuelling Islamist ter-
ror attacks. Justice for the Palestinians
should self-evidently be pursued on its own
merits. But given the extent to which Pales-
tine has become a focus of global Muslim
grievance, it has also become a necessity for
international security.

The most dangerous delusion of our
time must surely be the notion that Islamist
terror is motivated by hostility to freedom
and the Western way of life. As anyone who

is familiar with the Arab and Muslim
world, or even bothered to read successive
statements by al-Qaida leaders, it is in fact
overwhelmingly driven by hostility to for-
eign, and especially Western, domination
and occupation of Arab and Muslim coun-
tries. Of course, there are other factors in
play. But from the start of his campaign in
the 1990s, bin Laden’s call to arms focused
above all on US foreign policy in West Asia:
its troops in Saudi Arabia; backing for pro-
Western dictatorships like Egypt; sanctions
against Irag; and support for Israel against
the Palestinians. Since September 11, US in-
terference in the region has gone much fur-
ther, with the invasions of Afghanistan and
Iraq. The result is an arc of foreign occupa-
tion across West Asia.

That has in turn spawned an arc of re-
sistance. Muslims now find themselves in
conflict with the world’s military powers.
There is also the danger that the bound-
aries between nationally based resistance
movements and socially disconnected ter-
ror networks of the al-Qaida type may be-
come blurred. But to address the swelling
grievances that underlie both is now a glob-
al imperative. Unless and until the occupy-
ing powers — notably the US, Britain and
Israel — do that, they will be fuelling, not
fighting, terror.

The Guardian
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- Pressure mounts
on Sharon to quit

Jerusalem: Israeli opposi-
tion leaders demanded on
Sunday that Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon step down, fol-
lowing media reports that the
state attorney is recommend-
ing that the prime minister
be indicted for bribe-taking.

However, the final deci-
sion on whether to indict
him is up to the attorney
general, not the state attor-
ney. Sharon’s aides
and the state attor-
ney’s office had no
comment. Legal an-
alysts said state at-
torney Edna Ar-
bel’s reported rec-
ommendation car-
ried great weight, R
but that there was no leg
reason for Sharon to step
down before an indictment
was handed down.

Some analysts said that,
while under a cloud of in-
dictment, Sharon could try
to speed up his plan to with-
draw from parts of the West
Bank and Gaza Strip. The
proposed pullback is widely
supported by the Israeli
public. Israeli media report-

ed on Saturday that Arbel

i

had written a draft of her

opinion regarding an in-
dictment and was planning
to hand it to attorney gener-
al Meni Mazuz in a day or
two. Mazuz, the reports
said, will make his decision
in the coming month.

“In the end, the attorney
general won’t be able to ig-
nore the state attorney’s
opinion,” Ofir
Pines-Paz, a lead-
ing lawmaker from
the opposition La-
bor Party, told Is-
{ rael army radio.
“The government
attorney general
cannot ignore the
state prosecutor’s recom-
mendation,” Ophir said
adding, “if there is an in-
dictment, Sharon will have
to resign immediately.”

Knesset member Ran Co-
hen of Yahad party called
on Sharon “to save whatev-
er dignity remains in Is-
rael’s democracy” and re-
sign before a recommenda-
tion is submitted calling for
his indictment. Agencies

THE TIMES OF INDIA

2 9 MAR 71ing



~Global

MERICAN NEO-CONSER-

VATIVES continue to act as if

they have the perfect solu-

tion for the multi-faceted
problems of West Asia. Iraq will be
converted into a model democracy
that will inspire the Arabs to follow
the true path to peace, freedom and
prosperity. In reality they only suc-
ceeded in reducing Iraq to a near
dysfunctional nation even as they al-
lowed Israel to destroy whatever
state structures had been painstak-
ingly built up in the Palestinian terri-
tories. -

It would be difficult for anyone to
argue that the Palestinians had set
up and followed a democratic order
after they signed the Oslo Accords.
The Palestinian Authority’s mode of
functioning was marked by a strong
streak of authoritarianism with the
security services making for a dispro-
portionately large part of the Gov-
ernment. Its President, Yasser Arafat,
never felt bound by the legislative
wing and he allowed leeway to the
secular opposition only when he
needed to convince the international
community of his liberal credentials.
He also kept a tight grip on the Au-
thority’s financial resources. For all
that, Mr. Arafat was able to keep in
closer touch with the needs of his
people than most other leaders of
the Arab world.

In its official structure and mode
of functioning, the Palestinian Au-
thority resembled the one-party
dominated republics such as Tunisia
and Egypt. However, the institutions
of civil society were in better shape
in the Palestinian territories than
elsewhere in the Arab world. A num-
ber of political formations had been
thrown up in the course of the strug-
gle against the Israeli occupation and
at least some of these, such as the
Islamic Resistance Movement or Ha-
mas, had a mass following.

' Organisations representing stu-
dents and professionals were able to
influence public affairs and the
younger leaders of the mainstream
Fatah, Marwan Barghouti being the
prime example, felt free to campaign
against official apathy and corrup-
tion.

- These trends could have been nur-
tured and there was a phase in the
middle of the 1990s when it was pos-
sible to glimpse a future in which
Palestinian citizens would be able to
take control of their destinies. That
promise could have been fulfilled
only if the Palestinians had been able
to secure their liberty. While the
peace camp in Israel had recognised
that both sides would-benefit if the
Palestinians were allowed to setup a
state on the territories occupied after
the 1967 war, it was unable to sum-
mon the will to withdraw from those
areas. As demonstrated by an infor-
mal agreement drafted a few months
ago by Israeli and Palestinian private
citizens, there are people on both
sides who understand that compro-
mises will have to be made for a just
and feasible settlement.

That prospect is as distant as it has
ever been. It appears very unlikely
that the cycle of death and destruc-
tion will end any time soon. It will
most certainly not end so long as
Ariel Sharon, or someone like him,
continues to be Prime Minister of Is-
rael. Mr. Sharon did not just set off
the violence that has afflicted Pales-
tinians and Israelis for the past four
years with his arrogant march
through the Al Aqsa complex in Sep-
tember 2000. He has repeatedly initi-
ated fresh rounds of violence by

s
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American action in\one
case and inaction in\the
other have only atomised
two Arab societies.
Kesava Menon on the
situation in Iraq and
Palestine.

ordering his security forces to under-
take provocative action just as the
situation appeared to cool down.
While Hamas and other extremist
Palestinian groups have been rightly
condemned for using terror tactics
against Israeli civilians the record
shows that they were rarely the first
to break the intermittent truces ob-
served over this period.

The United States is the only pow-
er that can rein in Mr. Sharon. But,
the U.S. President, George W. Bush,
and his administration have shown a
singular lack of interest in doing any-
thing to get negotiations between Is-
raelis and Palestinians back on track.
Mr. Bush did announce with great
fanfare a road map for peace almost
a year ago. It did not appear very
probable that the parties concerned
would be able to stick to the convo-
luted process that Mr. Bush outlined,
but the Palestinians did try to take
the first steps they were asked to.

Mr. Arafat withdrew from any di-
rect role in the negotiations and the
Palestinian security forces moved to
control the militant groups. Howev-
er, Palestinians can only do so much
given the conditions in which they
operate and can only deliver more if
Israel also makes concessions. Mr.
Bush and his efficials have not both-
ered to pressure Mr. Sharon.

Today the Palestinian Authority is
in tatters. Armed groups of local en-
forcers, even criminals, are reported
to have taken control of pockets in a
few Palestinian towns. Hamas rather
than the Authority's security forces
wield greater clout in the Gaza Strip.
The voices of secular and liberal-
minded Palestinians have been si-
lenced and there is no more talk of a
democratic system being established
in the territories.

If the American neo-conservatives
have virtually overseen the destruc-
tion of a fledgling Palestinian de-
mocracy, they have not succeeded in
nourishing such an order in Iraq ei-
ther. First of al}, it is not even certain
that the U.S. administration and its
henchmen want to establish a demo-
cratic order in Iraq. The Shias will
take power once the principle of ma-
jority-rule is adopted. Grand Ayatol-
lah Ali Sistani belongs to the quietist
school of Shia theocracy, which be-
lieves that the clergy should not be
directly involved in politics and gov-
ernance.

That belief and pressure from the
American proconsul, Paul Bremer,
have led the Shias to agree that the
Shariah will not be main source of
law under the constitutional scheme
scheduled to come into force at the
beginning of July. However, the Shia
majority can amend the Constitution
later on and there is no guarantee
that some Iragi Ayatollahs will not be
tempted to follow the example set by
their counterparts in Iran.

The U.S. has conveniently over-
looked that possibility for the mo-

~ment. Mr. Bremer and his men are

desperate to show that they have
handed over power to the Iragis be-

1mi

fore the campaign for the American
presidential elections enters the final
phase. They are prepared at the mo-
ment to cut short-term deals that can
lead to undesired consequences later
on.

However, there are limitations to
this short-term deal making. While
the occupying powers want to hand
over power to an Iraqi government
that they can describe as representa-
tive, they are unable or unwilling to
hold elections. Any government that
enters office under such circum-
stances will not be considered truly
legitimate.

Iragi Sunnis form the main com-
ponent of the forces waging a guer-
rilla campaign against the
occupation of their country. Even
those Sunnis who might not have
been active militarily have become
restive at the prospect that they will
have to live under the authority of
the Shias.

Now the Kurds too have begun to
worry about the future after the Shias
indicated that they will amend provi-
sions in the draft constitution, which
confer autonomy on the Kurdish ar-
eas. Each of these communities is
armed to the teeth and the fledgling
Iraqi national army is so weak that it
is likely to melt away if internecine
warfare breaks out.

This then has been the end result
of the project for the new American
century. Far from remaking the
countries of West Asia so that they
become models of liberalism, Amer-
ican action in one case and its in-
action in the other have only
atomised two Arab societies.

YEAR after the occupation of

Iraq, Shias and Sunnis are

agreed on one thing: the Amer-
icans must leave. Faced with a deter-
mined Iraqgi resistance, the United
States is planning to hand over in-
ternal security duties to a hand-
picked regime and a hastily-raised
local police force, while holding on to
power. But the American efforts are
unlikely to pay off. Violence and in-
stability look set to continue in Irag.

Vast sections of Iragis believe the
U.S. invaded their country to control
their oil but that this was not the only
reason. Many in the Iraqi intelligen-
tsia believe the U.S. is in Iraq to carve
out and control a new strategic corri-
dor in the heart of West Asia. With
neighbouring Jordan already a faith-
ful ally, they believe the American oc-
cupiers plan to dominate a vital
stretch of territory that begins from
Israel and ends at Iraq’s borders with
Iran, Syria, Saudi Arabia and Turkey
along a geographically contiguous
zone. If America consolidates power,
they fear, it would be well positioned
to influence events in the neighbour-
ing countries as a possible stage two
of redefining the political order in the
region.

The Iragis, who value their inde-
pendence, find these imperial aspi-
rations unacceptable. This goes for
both the Shia community and the
minority Sunnis. Despite being in a
majority — about 62 per cent — the
Shias have been denied the opportu-
nity to rule Baghdad for 400 years.
For many of them, Saddam Hussein
was an impediment to the fulfilment
of their aspirations. Though some
Shias held high positions in the Sad-
dam regime, the Sunnis (who consti-
tute 30 per cent of the population)

ssion or machinations?

A show of support for the Iragi Shia leader, Ayatollah Alf Sistan‘i, in Najaf.

A year under the yoke

The Iraqis remain deeply suspicious of the occupiers and
their motives, says Atul Aneja.

dominated, especially tribes such as
Tikritis and Shamars. With the exit of
Saddam Hussein, a key hurdle to
Shia political dominance disap-
peared. But it brought in another ob-
stacle — the U.S., which has been
seeking to entrench itself in the
country.

The Shias have adopted a three-
pronged approach to achieve their
goals over the year. Hoping to see the
back of the Americans through
peaceful means, they have participa-
ted in the attempt to resurrect a
Washington-friendly political dis-
pensation. Not surprisingly, the
Shias are prominently represented
on the U.S.-appointed Governing
Council and are partners in negotia-
tions on Iraq’s post-war future. While
engaging the Americans, they have
nevertheless kept their firepower in-
tact. The Supreme Council for the Is-
lamic Revolution in Iraq (SCIRI), a
key Shia organisation, has the Badr
Corps a well-armed militia that keeps
a low profile. Besides, Muqtada Sadr,
a firebrand Shia cleric, has a militia of
his own.

The Shias also wish to ward off a
civil war, where the well-armed Sun-
nis would be their adversaries. Con-
sequently, they have been
networking with Sunni leaders such
as Ahmad Al Qubasy, a former pro-
fessor of Islamic Studies at Baghdad
University.

Shias look to the Grand Ayatollah
Ali Sistani, the reclusive cleric who
resides in the holy city of Najaf, for
guidance. He is hence considered

one of the most powerful men in
Iraq. Ayatollah Sistani has so far
played his cards skilfully. Keen on an
American exit, he has been advocat-
ing that the United Nations, and not
the Americans, play a central role in
ushering in Iraq’s transition to self-

rule. He has also voiced his opposi--

tion to a clause in the Iraqi interim
constitution, which seeks to impose
limitations on the Shias’ powers. Dis-
regarding the majority Shia opinion,
the clause, when taken to its logical
conclusion, will allow the Kurds or
Sunnis to veto a permanent
constitution.

The Sunnis are also deeply resent-
ful of the American presence. One of
the biggest blunders committed by
the American occupiers was the ill-
conceived purge of suspected
Baa'thists from Iraqi institutions.
The army was disbanded, thousands
of trained fighters lost their jobs and
became potential recruits for the Ira-
qi resistance. Many more, such as
employees and technocrats of the
Iraqi oil industry, were sacked over-
night, swelling the ranks of a growing
army of the unemployed and the dis-
possessed. Many of these oil workers
subsequently became advisers to the
Iraqi guerrillas who were undertak-
ing missions to damage oil pipelines.
Despite feverish efforts by the Amer-
icans, the Iraqi oil industry is yet to
revive to its pre-war level.

While the Iraqi resistance has been
most intense in places such as Bagh-
dad, Fallujah, Baquba and Tikrit, it
has spread beyond what is called the

Sunnij triangle of Central Iraq. Mosul
in the north has become a major
flashpoint of guerrilla warfare and
the oil city of Kirkuk has also seen
frequent attacks on American forces.
The capture of Saddam Hussein in
December, despite all its propaganda
mileage, has done little to stem the
unabated Iraqi resistance, which has
so far claimed nearly 600 American
lives. And it has become a major
player in influencing the course of
the presidential elections in the U.S.

The Iraqi resistance has so far
thwarted American attempts to build
institutions that would allow them to
transfer power to a pro-American
transitional government. The resist-
ance has been especially severe on
Iragi policemen recruited by the
Americans as they are seen as collab-
orators. So far 350 policemen have
been killed.

Besides the Iraqis, there are pow-
erful external forces that want the
Americans out of Iraq. Iran for exam-
ple. With U.S. forces already present
in Afghanistan to its east and in most
countries of the Persian Gulf, Iran
was dismayed to see American
troops pouring into Iraq, along its
western borders. Consequently, it
has emerged as a prominent player
in Iraq’s domestic scene and has op-
erated mainly through the Shia com-
munity. Iran’s links with the SCIRI
and the Badr Corps are well known.
The SCIRI leader, Mohammad Baqr
Al Hakim, was in exile in Iran for
nearly 21 years, before returning to
Najaf. Kazim al-Husseini al-Hairi,

the cleric who is known to have con-
siderable influence over Mugqtada
Sadr, resides in Qom, the centre of
Shia learning in Iran.

Even Ayatollah Sistani is of Iranian
descent, though few believe that the
Iranians exercise any tangible influ-
ence over him. In Sadr, a Shia suburb
in the Baghdad, there are posters that
support the Hizbollah — the power-
ful Lebanese Shia militia that is sup-
ported by Iran and Syria. But there is
no confirmation of the Hizbollah
having made inroads into Iraq. A year
of U.S. occupation has seen the Al-
Qaeda network acquire prominence
in Iraq. There was a double suicide
bombing in Kurdish city of Irbil on
February 1, in which 109 people were
killed. An estimated 181 people died
when a series of bombs exploded
nearly simultaneously during a proc-
ession marking the Shia religious
ceremony of Ashura in Karbala and
outside a mosque packed with wor-
shippers in Baghdad earlier this
month. The Americans have attribut-
ed these bombings to Abu Musab al
Zarqawi, an Al-Qaeda operative of
Jordanian origin. Some fraqis do be-
lieve that the Karbala bombings were
the handiwork of the “Wahabbis,” a
highly conservative militant Sunni
sect that is well represented in Al-
Qaeda. But most Iragis hold the
Americans responsible for the latest
series of attacks.

In the Baghdad street, the dom-
inant view is that the Americans and
the Israelis have a hidden agenda of
fomenting a civil war among the Sun-
nis, the Shias and the Kurds which
will result in the trifurcation of Iraq
into a oil rich north and south, with
the Sunnis bottled in a separate, re-
sourceless enclave of central Iraq.



“Palestine saysUS veto
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gives Israel licence to kil

NIDAL AL-MUGHRABI

GAZA, MARCH 26

PALESTINIANS accused

the US on Friday of granting Is-
raelalicence tokillbyvetoinga
UN condemnation of its assas-
sination of Hamas leader
Sheikh Ahmed Yassin. Israeli
forces killed two Hamas frog-
men who came ashore
overnight near a Jewish settle-
ment in the Gaza Strip, after
the Islamic militant group said it
would launch “earthquake-
like” attacks to avenge Yassin.
At the UN, the US late on

US Ambassador John Negroponte raises his hand at the
Security Councll to veto a resolution on Thursday. Reuters

Thursday vetoed a Security out assaults and crimes”.
Coungil resolution by Arab na- In the Security Council,
tions to censure Isracl for assas- Britain, Germany and Roma-
sinating Hamas’ founder in a nia abstained after Algeria, ne-
missile strike on Monday. gotiating for Arab nations, re-
Washington, alone among jected an amendment they
major powers in not condemn- wanted that would have con-
ing Monday’s assassination as demned “atrocities” against Is-
an extrajudicial killing, rejected raelis. The Algerian draft con-
the resolution because it did demned “the most recent
not also denounce Hamas for execution committed by Isracl”
suicide bombings in Istdt]. The and “all attacks against any civil-
vote was 11 in favour, three ab- iansaswell asall acts of violence
stentions, and the US veto that and destruction”.
killed the measure. The measure was backed by
“Israel’s action has esca- China, Russia, Algeria, Pak-
lated tensions in Gaza and the istan, Angola, Benin, Brazil,
region, and could set back our Chile, France, Spain and the
effort to resume progress to- ippi '
wards peace,” US Ambassador Meshaal, speaking from
John Negroponte said. But he » Damascus in a telephone
added: “This Security Council  tion and demonstrated against hookup piped through
doesnothing tocontribute toa ~ Yassin’skilling. - loudseakers, told a crowd of
peaceful settlement when it Calling the US the “chair- 5,000 Hamas supporters in
condemns one party’s actions  man of the axis of evil in the Ramallah: “We will keep...
and turns ablind eye toevery-  world”, Hamas leader Mo-  sacrificing our dearest until
thingelse inthe region.” Pales-  hammad Ghazal said theveto  the occupation leaves our
tinians denounced ZtlmJJS ac- was“Isracl'sgreenlighttocarry  land.” — Reuters
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~Yassin's assassination
\6%’ No long-term gains for Israel v b

7\
srae¥'scored a short-reach victory by dealing a body bldw

to its arch foe Hamas chief, Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, but in
the long term they have opened another round of reprisal
suicide-bombings ‘and a derailment of the peace process.
The assassination -has-been unequivocally condemned,
except by the USA, Israel’s steadfast ally. Britain and the
EU’s revulsion stems from the fear that it will anger other
Muslim militants and increase terror attacks. Hamas was
founded by Yassin at the start of the first Palestinian
uprising in 1987 but its popularity gained with the second
intifida in September 2000. The wheel-chair bound Yassin
was its most charismatic and distinctive voice, and the
organisation’s standing grew more in the impoverished
regions of the Gaza Strip which bears the brunt of Israel’s
terror. These Palestinians are grateful to the Hamas for
what security they enjoy. They are also recipients of ‘its
charitable network through which it provides food,
schooling, medicines and other social service to a people
under siege. After Arafat’s Fateh movement, Hamas is the
second most popular party among Palestinians.

The assassination is a huge mistake as it has made Pales-
tinians, who do not trust Israel’s peace initiatives anyway,
even more wary of both Tel Aviv and Washington. Israel has
tried to destroy Hamas in the past but each time the move-
ment has become stronger. If Israel repeats the mistake of
assassinating Arafat, as they have indirectly threatened, they
can forget about peace in the region. Peace cannot be won
from the barrel of a gun, it has to be negotiated. Movements
like Hamas, which is fighting for its people, cannot be elimi-
nated by wiping out leaders, because their will always be
others, sometimes more radical, waiting to take their place.
Ariel Sharon made the blunder of bowing to pressure to
score & decisive victory before a possible withdrawal from
Gaza., He may have already prejudiced the pullback,
scheduled for next month, and the peace process altogether.

7
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“Hamas to target Sharon,

w@i)ug US not in firin

Gaza, March 24 (Reuters?
Palestinian militant group
Hamas said today it had the right
to target Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon to avenge Israel’s killing
of a Hamas leader but reassured
the US it was not in the firing
line.

Israeli tanks thrust into a
Gaza refugee camp, keeping up
the pressure as Washington
warned Americans in West Asia
and North Africa of a height-
ened attack threat after [srael’s
assassination of Hamas leader
Ahmed Yassin today.

Amplifying the mood of spi-
ralling conflict, Abdel-Aziz al-
Rantissi, the Palestinian Islamic
group’s hardline replacement
for Yassin in Gaza, urged attacks
on Israelis “everywhere”. The
Jewish state vowed to target him
and other militant leaders for
death.

Exiled Hamas leader Khaled
Meshaal was quoted as telling
pan-Arab al-Hayat daily in Dam-
ascus that Hamas now had the
right to “hunt down the big Zion-
ist heads” including Sharon. But
he added that any decision
would depend on Hamas’ mili-
tary wing.

The state department told
Americans that Hamas had
threatened revenge on US inter-
ests after Yassin’s death, urging
them to leave the Gaza Strip and
also advising against travel to Is-
rael or the West Bank.

US President George W. Bush
said in Washington: “Whether it
be an Hamas threat, or an al
Qaida threat, we take them very
seriously in this administra-
tion.” But Hamas officials later
sought to reassure the US, Is-
rael’s chief ally, that they would
confine their armed struggle to
Israeli and Palestinian territory.

“It’s not in our policy to tar-
get Americans or American in-
terests,” Hamas political leader
Sayed Seyam said.

Palestinian President Yasser
Arafat — who has declared three
days of mourning for Yassin —

A Palestinian boy with stones during clashes in the
West Bank city of Hebron. (Reuters)

signalled an appeal for calm
amid militants’ pledges of re-
venge attacks.

“I am against any attacks on
civilians, on Israeli civilians and
Palestinian civilians. We want
peace,” Arafat said at his head-
quarters in the West Bank town
of Ramallah. Israel says Arafat
foments violence, an accusation
he denies. Keeping up pressure
in Gaza, about 10 Israeli tanks
backed by helicopter gunships
rolled about 100 metres into
Khan Younis refugee camp early
today and bulldozers razed sev-
eral homes overlooking a Jewish
settlement, witnesses said.

About 60 families fled as the
tanks laid down covering fire,
witnesses said. There were nore-
ports of casualties. “The army
uprooted shrubbery and de-
stroyed abandoned buildings
used as cover by gunmen for
shooting mortar bombs and anti-
tank rockets,” an Israeli military
source said.

Israel has pledged to keep tar-
geting leaders of Hamas and

other militant groups waging a
campaign of suicide bombings.
Yassin’s death in an Israeli

missile strike sparked a shakeup !

in Hamas’ hierarchy that ap-
peared to tilt toward the faction’s
most hardline elements.

Rantissi, 56, was named to
head Hamas in its Gaza Strip
powerbase, making him the piv-
otal figure in the Islamic group
bent on destroying Israel.
Rantissi will now answer to
politburo chief Meshaal, the
group’s top political leader liv-
ing in shadowy exile in Syria.
Both have survived Israeli at-
tempts on their lives.

Some Palestinians consid-
ered Yassin, Hamas’ wheelchair-
bound founder, a relative moder-
ate within the group. Israel
called him the “Palestinian bin
Laden”.

Israel was on high alert for
the painful payback Hamas has
promised, and Israeli missions
in the Arab League countries of
Qatar and Mauritania were
shut.

Z
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Boy bomber
foiled

Hawara Checkpoint (West
Bank), March 24 (Reuters): Is-
raeli troops today arrested a 14-
year-old Palestinian would-be
suicide bomber at a West Bank
checkpoint after talking him
into taking off his explosives
vest at gunpoint, the army
said.

“He was taken by surprise
by the reflexes of the soldiers,
who were very quick and aitned
their weapons at him and took
cover.,” the lientenant-colonel,
who gave his name as Guy, said.

—
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PALESTINIAN PHOTESTERS MILITANTS VOW REVENGE m ARMY SEALS WEST BANK GAZA STRIP

” Hamas chief kllled in Israeli air strlke

Hamas spiritual leader Sheikh Ahmed Yassin. — AFP

WALK IN INTERVIEW .%}
Engagement of [

&'é

Part Time Dental Surgeon
on contract basis
in B.R. Singh Hospital

Dental Surgeons are invited for a WALK IN
INTERVIEW for engagement as part time
Dental Surgeon on contract basis in B.R. Singh
Hospital, Sealdah.
Nature of Engagement : The engagement wil! be
on contract basis for a period of one year or less.
Duration of duty will be 2 hours from 9.00 hrs.
to 11.00 hrs.”
Qualification : Bachelor of Dental Surgery with at
least 55% marks in the final examination from a
Recognised Govt. Institution and Registered with
indian Dental Council. Preference will be given to
higher qualified Dental Surgeons.
Remuneration : Rs. 3,950/- per month. No other
allowance will be granted.
Experience : Three (3) years working experience
after graduation. No working experience wili be
required for candidates having Post Graduate
Qualification.
Age : Not more than 59 years as on 01.01.2004.
Candidates should obtain and refer to the detailed
terms and conditions of engagement and
application from the Office of Sr. Divisional
Personnel Officer, Eastern Railway, Sealdah,
Kaiser Street, Kolkata-700014 on any day between
10.00 hrs. and 18.30 hrs.
Willing candidates should report for WALK IN
INTERVIEW on 26.04.2004 at 12.00 hrs. and
register themselves with Sr. Divisional Personnel
Officer, Eastern Railway, Sealdah. No registration
will be done after 13.00 hrs. Candidates should
come with original and attested copies of proof of
date of birth (SSC Certificate), BRS/MDS Certificate,
Dental Council Registration, Mark Sheet, internship
and House Job Certificate, Experisnce Certificate
and Passport Size Photographs duly attested at the
top. No Travelling Allowance for joiirney will be paid.
Sr. D|V|suonal Personnel Gificer. Sealdah
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GAZA CITY, March 22.
— Sheikh Ahmed Yassin,
founder and spiritual head
of Palestinian militant
group Hamas, was killed in
an Israeli air strike as he
returned from a mosque
here at day break, trigger-
ing calls of revenge from
Palestinians and setting the
West Asia cauldron on fire.

Six bodyguards and one
of Yassin’s sons were
reported to be among
those killed when Israeli
helicopters fired three
missiles at the car carrying
the  wheelchair-bound
paraplegic leader as he left
a mosque near his house.
At least 15 people were
injured in the air strikes.

Later, hundreds of thou-
sands of angry Palestinians
flooded the streets here
today to bury the assassi-
nated leader.

The killing of Yassin, the
most prominent Palestinian
targeted by Israel in more
than three yzars of fighting,
threatened to deepen the
conflict, with militants ple-
dging unprecedented retal-
including veiled
threats against the USA.

Many world leaders con-
demned the killing, and
the USA urged both sides
to show restraint.

Chants of “revenge,
revenge” rose from the
huge crowd. “We will get
revenge for every drop of
blood that spilled from
(Yassin),” said Salman
Bdeiri (24), a Hamas sup-
porter crying near the
mosque.

“AP & PTY

Angry Palestinians in the Yarmuk refugee camp, south of Damascus, march to protest against the assassination

To protect against att-
acks, Israel sealed off the
West Bank and Gaza, ban-
ning Palestinians  from
entering lsrael, and placed
security torces inside Israel
on high alert.

This evening, Palestinian
militants fired several rock-
ets and mortar shells at Is-
racli targets in and near

.Gaza, but caused no in-

juries. Hizbullah guerrillas
fired an anti-tank missile at
Israeli troops along Israel’s
border with Lebanon, and
Israel responded with an
airstrike.

Fallout?
The assassination was
part of Prime Minister Mr

of Yassin on Monday. —

Ariel Sharon’s effort to
crush Hamas ahead of a
possible Israeli withdrawal
trom Guza. But, the killing
was seent as a huge gamble
that could galvanise the
Palestinians behind Is-
rael’s arch-foe Hamas.
Rival Palestinian mili-

tant groups immediately -

pledged solidarity with
Hamas.

The missile strike dealt
what could be the final
blow to the stalled US-led
“road map” peace plan. It
also angered Egypt and
Jordan, two moderate
Arab states whose tacit
support Sharon needs for
any unilateral withdrawal
from Gaza.

— AFP

conflict.

a helicopter strike today.

carried out last Fnday

from the Gaza Strip. — AFP

THE LAST INTERVIEW

AMMAN, March 22. — Hamas founder Sheikh
Ahmed Yassin said in an interview that {srael’s
targeted killings of Palestinian militants reflect the
Jewish state’s “failure”, before he himself died in

Such pohcnes show ‘the failure and
redundancy” of Israel, Yassin told the Jordanian
Islamist weekly Al-Sabil in an interview that is
1o be published tomorrow. “The enemy is trying
to calm the street in Israel and tell them: we will
react,” the spiritual leader of the Palestinian
radical slamist group said in the interview

“Military action is the only means to force the
enemy to withdraw from the Palestinian .
territories,” he said, in reaction to israeli Prime
Minister Mr Ariel Sharon’s plans to pull back

Palestinian leader Merar Al
with shock. — AFP

The Killing of Shelkh-Ahmed Yassin
today drew widepsread condemnatior
from around the world with

fearing that it cotid hemid:
new phase in dragqlm «

# Paigstinians: The battle is open and
war between us and thern is open.. Today
the tsraelis killed an Isiamic symbol.

# USA: America did not have advance
warning of the attack. We would just ask.
‘everyona to step back and do

that reglgdes a baﬂer _

Sharon defends assassination, politicians divided

Press Trust uf ln:ﬁa

JERUSALEM, March 22,
Israeli Prime Minister Mr Ariel
Sharon justified today’s assassi-
nation of Hamas spiritual leader
Sheikh Ahmed Yassin saying the
Jewish people had a “natural
right” to pursue those who
would destroy them, even as the
Israeli political establishment
expressed widely divergent views
on the targeted killing.

“Yassin’s ideology was killing
and murdering Jews, wherever
they were, and the destruction of
the state of Israel,” Mr Sharon
told a meeting of his Likud Party
parliamentary caucus after the
assassination.

The Israeli Prime Minister
dubbed Yassin as an “arch-ter-

rorist” who plotted attacks that
killed hundreds of Israclis, while
asserting to continue with the
policy of targeted assassinations.
“The war against terror has not

ended and will continue day.

after day, everywhere,” he de-
clared. “It is the natura} right of
the Jewish people, like that of all
nations in the world that love
life, to hunt down those who rise
to destroy it.”

Defence minister Mr Shaul
Mofaz told the caucus meeting
that since the outbreak of the
current Israeli-Palestinian vio-
lence in September 2000, Hamas
has carried out 425 attacks, which
caused the deaths of 377 Israelis
and wounded 2,076 others.

The political establishment,
however, was divided in its sup-
port for the Israeli action today.

Interior minister Mr Avraham
Poraz (Shinui party) warned
many Israelis could pay with
their lives for the assassination
of the Hamas spiritual leader.

Finance minister Mr
Benjamin Netanyahu told Israel

‘Yassin was the arch
terrorist, whose ideology
was killing and murdering
Jews and the destruction

. of the state of Israel’

Radio: “Even if there will be
harsh responses by Hamas to the
assassination in the short term,
in the long term, they will be
restrained because the leaders
will know that they will be assas-
sinated... It’s highly possible that

we will have to carry out many
operations in the Palestinian
Authority-areas.” He added that
Israel would have to continue to
root out terrorists and continue
to guard the border crossings.

Deputy defence minister Mr
Ze’ev Boim told Israel Radio
that Yassin had been “marked for
death”. He added: “Yassin and
the others were behind the terror
framework in the Gaza Strip.”

The interior minister, who
voted against the decision to tar-
get Yassin along with Shinui party
boss, justice minister Mr Yosef
Lapid, however, differed. He
said: “Certainly those who are
perpetrating terrorism, preparing
a bomb which we know they are
about to place somewhere have
to be targeted. But Yassin was not
a ‘ticking bomb’.”

Israeli Prime Minister Mr Ariel Sharon
at a Cabinet meeting in Jerusalem
on Monday. — AFP

DIESELLOCOMOTIVE WORKS,
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High-value targets may have slipped Pak dragnet

Press Trust of India

ISLAMABAD, March 22.
—— Pakistani authorities
are conducting DNA tests
on the bodies of six foreign
militants killed during its
largest anti-terrorist oper-
ation in the northwestern
region bordering Afgha-
nistan, even as military
sources said some “high
value targets” may have

escaped through a tunnel.

“The six dead bodies
arrived at Rawalpindi yes-
terday... We're going to
carry out tests to confirm
who they are and also con-
firm their nationality and
identity since they do not
carry any identity docu-
ments on them,” Maj.
Gen. Shaukat Sultan told
reporters here in a joint
appearance with foreign

office spokesman Mr
Masood Khan.
An carlier statement

said the bodies of all “six
miscreants... are foreign-
ers.” Meanwhile, Brig.
Mechmood Shah, chief of
security for Pakistan’s
northwest tribal region,
told reporters that an
“important” target at the
centre of the offensive
may have escaped through
a tunnel.

He said: “Authorities
have found a two-kilome-
tre long tunnel running
between the homes of two

wanted tribesmen and
leading to a stream... It
was a new tunnel. We are
looking into the possibility
that some important tar-
get may have escaped
through the tunnel,” he
said in Peshawar.

Maj. Gen. Sultan said
the DNA tests would be
matched with “whatever
information is available”
but refused specify the
information. “Either it is
available or it would be

collected.”

Of almost 200 people
arrested since the assault
began on Thursday, most
were Chechen or Uzbek,
ofﬁcials have said.

Maj. Gen. Sultan said
“quite a few miscreants”
were understood to have
been killed. “That will be
confirmed only once the
operation is over and a
complete search is carried
out, So far we are not sure
if all have been killed.”

CORRIGENDUM
Corrigendum Against Bid No. 15/
2003-2004 Change in Description
und Opening Date : Tender No.
090455010 Description & Part No.
Loctite 70-41 sealeant alternate
loctlte-877 tn 250 ML, pack. part No.
84980278. Revised Description &
part No. Locitite 70-41 sealeant
alternate loctite0577 in 250 ML
pack or simllar to sealant for
sealing liner sleeve to block sheet 1
to 3 dated 04.03.04 enclosed. part
No. 84980278 Quantity 667 Nos.
Existing due date 25.03.2004
Revised due date 16.04.2004 Note :
Other terms and conditions are remain
unchanged. PR.O./D.L.W./8-60
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l/Yassm S kllllng evokes

f\\ wide condex

Jerusalem: The Kkilling of Hamas
founder Sheikh Ahmed
Yassin in an Israeli at-
tack on Monday drew
widespread condemna-
tion from the Arab
world and Europe with
leaders fearing that it
could herald a danger-
ous new phase in the
West Asia conflict, while
the US urged all sides to
exercise restraint and re-
main calm.

British Prime Minis-
ter Tony Blair said that
the killing of the Hamas
leader was a “setback”
for the Middle East. “We
recognise Israel’s right
to defend itself against
terrorism, but equally
any steps should be with-
in international law and
should be neither dispro-
portionate nor exces-
sive,” he said condemn-
ing the killing. His for-
eign secretary Jack Straw described
the killing “unacceptable” and “unjus-
tified”. National Security Advisor Con-
doleezza Rice told Fox News that “US
did not have advance warning” of the
attack. We would just ask everyone to
step back and do nothing that precludes
a better day,” she said. US state depart-
ment spokesman Lou Fintor said “The
US has asked all sides to remain calm
and exercise restraint”.

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak
described the assassination as “regret-

SOURCES: Asscoiated Press; ESRE AP

nation

table” and “cowardly” while King Ab-
dullah of Jordan called it a crime. Arab
League secretary general Amr Moussa
said it was “state terrorism in its most
hideous form”. French foreign minis-
ter Dominique De Villepin said such
acts could only “feed the spiral of vio-
lence”. EU foreign policy chief Javier
Solana condemned the killing as “very,
very bad news” for the
Middle [East peace
process. “This type of ac-
tion does not contribute
at all to create the condi-
tions of peace,” Solana
said. Australian foreign
ministry spokesman
called for efforts to “try
and prevent any further
decline into violence”.

In Beijing, Chinese for-
eign ministry spokesman
Kong Quan said China
was “greatly worried”
over the possible impact
of the Israeli assassina-
tion of Yassin. “China is
greatly worried about the
possible impact on the Middle East re-
gional situation brought by the death of
the Palestinan Hamas spiritual leader
Yassin,” Quan said. Russia said it was
deeply concerned that the Kkilling could
trigger a new wave of violence. “It
threatens a new wave of violence which
could sabotage efforts to restart negotia-
tions between the Palestinians and Is-
raelis by the ‘gquartet’ of international
mediators and key regional powers,” the
Russian foreign ministry said in a state-
ment. agencies
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TUESDAY, MARCH 23, 2004

W BRUTAL AND SENSELESS o,

ISRAEL S ASSASSINATION ON Monday of
Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, the spiritual guide of
the Islamic Resistance Movement, was an act
of utter barbarism and recklessness. This par-
ticular Palestinian militant organisation, bet-
ter known by its Arabic acronym, Hamas, has
no doubt resorted to the condemnable tactic
of killing civilians through suicide bombings.
While the killing of innocents cannot be justi-
fied in any manner, the actions of the Pal-
estinian militants must be assessed against
the backdrop of the overall situation in which
they operate. They are carrying out a grossly
unequal struggle against a powerful and ruth-
less Israel that does not restrict the degree of
force it uses against a people it keeps under
colonial occupation. Seven other Palestinians
besides Sheikh Yassin were killed in the mis-
sile attack. Israel had tried to assassinate him
last September when it dropped a 550-pound
bomb on an apartment complex in the Gaza
Strip. While suicide bombings draw instanta-
neous attention worldwide, the truth is that a
far larger number of Palestinians have died in
the violence visited on them by the Israelis.
These deaths have occurred in the course of
direct military action such as missile attacks
on crowded streets and on account of the
routines of the occupation such as roadblocks
that prevent the critically ill from being hospi-
talised in time.

The killing of Sheikh Yassin was senseless
even from a tactical point of view. He no
doubt crafted a political ideology that calls for
the destruction of Israel and he did extol the
cult of the suicide bomber. But, it is difficult to
believe the Israeli claim that the murder of
this septuagenarian paraplegic will make a

material difference to the levels of militancy.
To the €ontrary, the assassination is more

THE HINDU

likely to exacerbate the violence since all the
Palestinian militant factions have sworn ven-
geance. The considerable following that Ha-
mas has at the grassroots level will only grow
with their leader becoming the foremost Pal-
estinian to be martyred in recent times. This
outrage will further undermine the Palestinian
Authority and reduce its capability to curb the
militants among its people. Until now Presi-
dent Yasser Arafat and Prime Minister Ahmed
Qureia had relied on Sheikh Yassin to restrain
the militants during the fleeting periods of
peace. The spiritual guide had usually suc-
ceeded in ensuring that his followers were not
the first to break a truce. Following his assassi-
nation the militants have declared that they
will not be bound by self-imposed restraints.
Israel’s Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, who
closely supervised the early morning attack,
bears prime responsibility for this atrocity.
However, the United States is almost as guilty
since it has persistently condoned the brutal
methods that the Sharon Government has
used against the Palestinians. The promise
that once existed of a peaceful West Asian
future in which two nations would exist side
by side has withered because Washington
could not shake off its partiality for Israel.
Although the American leadership knows very
well that the injustice perpetrated on the Pal-
estinians is a root cause of Islamist extremism,
it refuses to address the issue even as it prates
about its campaign against terror. The U.S.
might soon have reason to regret its inhumane
attitude to the Palestinians. Hamas not only
condemned Washington for having made
Sheikh Yassin’s murder possible by extending
unstinted support to Israel but also declared
that all Muslims would be honoured to join in

the retaliation.
/
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#say no to talks*
w1th Palest1n1aﬁ“§

Avmce France Pressa
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JERUSALEM, March 15. — Israel’s deputy Prime Mml/
ter Mr Ehud Olmert accused the Palestinian leadership
~ today of abetting attacks, following a double suicide
bombing which left 10 people dead plus the two bombers.
And agriculture minister Mr Israel Katz called for veter-
an Palestinian leader Mr Yasser Arafat to be expelled from
the West Bank. “The Palestinian leadership has no intention
of fighting against terrorism and (Arafat)’s Fatah was invol-
ved in the Ashdod bombing,” Mr Olmert told public radio.
“We do not trust this corrupt Palestinian leadership

. which abets terrorism. We should make our moves inde-

- pendently, and at the same time fight against terrorism,”
said Mr Olmert, who also holds the trade portfolio.

Mr Olmert, a senior member of Prime Minister Mr
Ariel Sharon’s Likud party, was alluding to Mr Sharon’s
unilateral plan for a partial withdrawal from the Gaza
Strip. He was also justifying Israel’s decision to postpone
indefinitely the much-delayed summit between Mr Shar-
on and his Palestinian counterpart Mr Ahmed Qorei ex-
pected to take place tomorrow.

. Abbas burial in Syria: Palestinian guerrilla leader Abul
Abbas, mastermind of the 1985 hijacking of the Achille
Lauro passenger ship, will be buried on Friday in the
refugee camp in Syria where he was born, a spokesman
for his militant group said today. The announcement
came after Israel said it would not allow Abbas to have
the West Bank burial Palestinian officials wanted.
Targeted killings: Israel will intensify targeted killings of
Palestinian militants in retaliation for yesterday’s bomb-
ing in Ashdod port, an official said.
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Israel hits Gaza

camps,
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ARMOURED ISRAELI forces rai-
ded two Gaza refugee camps and
killed 14 Palestinians during gun-
battles on Sunday after militants
staged an audacious attack on Is-
raeli soldiers at Gaza’s border.
Palestinian medics said half
of the dead were civilians, inclu-
ding three boys, and the rest mil-
itants, some from Hamas, which
has killed scores of Israelis in
suicide bombings and other att-
acks in a Palestinian revolt that
erupted in 2000. Dozens of armo-
ured vehicles joined the sweeps
for militants in the Nusseirat
and al-Bureij camps in the cent-
ral Gaza Strip. Israeli helicop-
ters, tanks and troops battled
Palestinian gunmen in the narr-
ow camp streets, witnesses said.
Medics said the dead civilians
included boys of 14, 12 and eight,
and at least 72 Palestinians were
wounded, many of them teena-
gers who were throwing stones

14 dead

,1.4/‘“,\(5/

at armoured vehicles.

Israeli forces withdrew from
the camps at mid-morning, witn-
esses said, around five hours aft-
er sweeping in under cover of
darkness to hunt down wanted
militants. “It’s a big massacre to-
day against our people. We call
on the whole world to condemn
it,” said Abdallah Abu Samhad-
ama, Palestinian governor of ce-
ntral Gaza.

Israeli military sources said
the raid was a “pinpoint opera-
tion” against “terror groups”
which had been escalating gun,
mortar and rocket attacks on
Jewish settlements in Gaza and
areas on either side of the bor-
der with Israel for months.

Israeli commentators have
predicted the army will intensify
operations against militant gro-
ups in Gaza before Prime Minis-
ter Ariel Sharon sets in motion a
plan to remove Jewish settleme-
nts from occupied territory, prob-
ably starting late this year.

Militants, in turn, are seen as

7 8 MAP g
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Fence & Neighbours

Israel’s Antidote to Terrorism '

By Robbie Sabel

Although they may indeed be naive, the
majority of the Israeli public, both
supporters of the government and sup-
porters of the opposition welcomed the
building of a fence between Israel and the
West Bank as a security measure against
suicide bombers. Prior to the construction
of the fence, there was no physical barrier
to prevent terrorists freely crossing from
the West Bank into Israel’s towns and
villages. Incidentally, only some eight km of
the barrier is a wall; the remainder is a fence
so I believe it legitimate to refer to it as a
fence and not as a wall.

For some years we have had a fence
between Israel and the Gaza Strip and not a
single suicide bomber has succeeded in
crossing it. In those parts of the West Bank
where the fence has been built, so far no
suicide bomber has succeeded in crossing
the fence without being detected. Just
recently, two suicide bombers were caught as
they were on their way to a high school in
the north of Israel. They were stopped only
because of the fence. The simple truth is
that this fence is saving lives.

There is nothing political about the
fence. It is a temporary,
non-violent measure. In
its written statement of
January 30, 2004 to the
International Court, Israel
declared offi-cially that the
fence does not, and is
not, intended to prejudice
the outcome of political
negotiations on borders,
Jerusalem, settlements or
any other issue. Israel
expects, in due course, when
the terrorist threat has
ceased, that the fence will be moved to reflect
any agreement between the two sides. Israel
is fully committed to doing so. Where
peaceful arrangements have been achieved,
Israel has moved such fences before, on
its borders with Egypt and Jordan in
accordance with peace agreements and
on the border with Lebanon in cooperation
with the UN.

It is, in fact, the Palestinians who are
trying to politicise the fence and use it to
pre-determine the Green Line as the future
border. The agreements between Israel and
the Palestinians, as well as UN Security
Council resolutions 242, 338 and the roadmap
all call for the border to be negotiated. The
Green Line was the 1949 armistice line which
the Arabs and the Palestinians themselves
refused to recognise as a permanent border.
This 1949 Green Line ran through villages
cutting them off from their land and
ran through the centre of Jerusalem, in
some cases even dividing buildings. It is
incongruous to hear a call for the fence to
be built on such a line.

The Palestinian Authority not only did not
take steps to prevent suicide bombers but
it actively acquiesced in such acts. In such

circumstances, international law ?a
state to take measures of self-defence in'the
territory from which the terrorist acts
emanate. It is strange to argue that a state is
entitled to use armed force in self-defence,
with the ensuing inevitable loss of life, but
yet to argue that a temporary fence which
can cause no physical harm is illegal.
International law stipulates that where
privately-owned land is used for security
purposes, the owner is entitled to compensa-
tion. Israel complies fully with this
stipulation and pays rent for the use of
private land for the fence. If the owner is
dissatisfied with the amount of rent, he has
recourse to courts to challenge the amount.

Clearly, building a fence, any fence,
disrupts civilian life in the area of the fence
and causes hardship to civilians. Israel has
taken steps to limit such harm as far as
possible. However, international law relating
to self-defence recognises that sometimes
hardship is caused to civilians and has
set out rules whereby any incidental harm
to civilians resulting from the exercise of
the right of self-defence must be propor-
tional to the military utility of the act of
self-defence. Temporarily inconveniencing
civilians would seem to be clearly
proportional to the saving
of human lives from the
scourge of suicide bombers.

Israel regretted the un-
balanced method by which
the issue of the fence was
brought before the Inter-
national Court of Justice.
The question posed by the
General Assembly made
no reference whatsoever to
terrorism or terrorist acts
and attempted to prejudge
the issue by referring to
the route as being on occupied Palestinian
territory, The Palestinian and Arab
spokesmen appearing before the court
likewise refrained from any mention of
the terrorism and suicide bombers that led to
the need for the fence.

Israel has proved in the past that it is
willing to negotiate withdrawal from any
territory in the context of real peace. Israel
has even been willing to put up the border
dispute for international adjudication. A
dispute with Egypt over the Taba area on
the border was settled by international
arbitration. However, such adjudication can
only be done on the basis of an agreement
between the parties.

The obligation of the Palestinians in
accordance with international law and in
accordance with their written undertakings
is to prevent terrorism. If they had fulfilled
their undertaking, there would have been no
need for a fence and we could have seen a
flourishing independent Palestinian state
as a peaceful neighbour of Israel, instead of
the sorry situation in which the Palestinian
people find themselves today.

(THe author is a lecturer in international
law at the Hebrew University, Jerusalem.)
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/ Suicide bomber kills
& Vv( Jerusalem bus

Jerusalem A Pal tinian
: suicide bomber blew him-
i self up on a crowded Israeli
: bus in Jerusalem on Sunday,
i killing at least seven people
i on the eve of a World Court
i hearing on Israel’s contro-
: versial barrier in the West
i Bank.
i The explosion turned the
! bus into a charred skeleton
i at a busy intersection near
i the Inbal Hotel, where lead-
i ers of major US Jewish or-
i ganisations were meeting.
- “People were screaming
‘mommy, daddy.’ There were
body parts everywhere, in-
cluding some hands and feet
scattered outside the bus,”
medic Reuven Pohl said.
) The World Court starts
 hearings in The Hague on
Monday on the legality of a

West Bank barrier that Is- |

rael says Kkeeps suicide

bombers out, but which §

Palestinians call a land
grab. The Palestinian mili-

tant group Al-Agsa Martyrs =

; Brigades, part of President
: Yasser Arafat's Fatah fac-
i tion, claimed responsibility

: for the bombing in a statement

Israeli rescue workers wheel away an injured woman
from the wreckage of a destroyed bus following an
explosion in Jerusalem on Sunday

It named the bomber as Mo-

Reuters Bethlehem, and said the at-
{ tack was a reaction to the

barrier and to an Israeli
army raid that Kkilled 15
Palestinians in the Gaza

§ Strip on February 11.

Jerusalem police chief
Mickey Levy said the
bomber biew up in the mid-
dle of the bus during the
morning rush hour at the
start of the Israeli work
week, Killing seven people
and wounding 60.

Police said the bomb was
packed with metal shards to
make it more deadly “If
there was a fence around
Jerusalem there would not
have been an attack today,”

1 said Israeli justice minister
| Yosef Lapid. Palestinian

prime minister Ahmed Kor-

| ei condemned the attack but

said it showed the barrier
would not give Israel securi-
ty. A passenger said a secu-
rity guard from a team

| meant to prevent bombings
= got off the stop before the

blast. Minutes before the
blast, Israeli work crews be-
gan tearing down an eight

km-long section of the barrier that

i which called the barrier “a Nazi wall hammed Zaal, a 23-year-old from a separated a Palestinian village from

i which will not stop us attacking.”

THE TIMES oF |y
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village near the West Bank town of the rest of the West Bank. reuters
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Libya tells Britain
it did not squeal

}\\» n Qadir Khan

By Rashmee Z. Ahmed
TiMEs NEws NETWORK

i London: Libya has denied it shopped
: Pakistan and its chief nuclear weapons
¢ scientist, Dr Abdul Qadir Khan, to the
: US and UK, in a desire to worm its way
i into Western affections after nearly
: half-a-century out in the cold.

i In fact, said Colonel Gaddafi’s emis-
: sary in London on Tuesday the West “al
i ready knew about him (Khan).
i They never asked and we never
! gave any information.”
Tuesday’s comments came
{ from Libyan foreign minister
:  Abdul Rahman Shalgam, whose
{ UK visit was described by
i British foreign secretary Jack |
i Straw as “historic.” ’
And offering a uniquely Ara-
i bicsimilie, Mr Shalgam insisted that all
i its “know-how”, which is thought to be
i acquired from Pakistan, and all its “sci-
i entists” did notlead Tripoli to develop a
i nuclear weapon.

i Hesaid, “the presence of flour, water
! and fire does not mean that you’ve actu-
: ally got bread”.

i Analysts said Libya’s very public in-
: sistence, before the world’s press in Lon-
i don, that Tripoli did not inform on Pak-
¢ istan and Mr Khan may be calculated to
i help build up pressure on Islamabad.

A.Q. Khan

Tripoli’s protestatlons of innocence
about the Pakistan expose is only the
latest step of a carefully-choreographed
sequence of events, which began last
March with secret negotiations be-
tween Libyan, British and American of-
ficials about Libya’s weapons pro-
grammes.

Mr Shalgam’s London sojourn came
on the same day that Italian prime min-
ister Silvio Berlusconi visits Tripoli, in
a sign that the West is increas-
ingly keen to enfold and em-
brace oilrich but dirt-poor
Libya.

Mr Straw confirmed that
Prime Minister Tony Blair
would also be visiting Tripoli
soon.

But on Tuesday, a leading
right-wing American policy, for-
mer assistant defence secretary Frank
Gaffney expressed concern about Col
Gaddafi’s newest love-fest with Brltaln
and Europe.

Mr Gaftney, of the right-wing Centre
for Security Policy, told the BBC it was
“worrisome” that Col Gaddafi might
be “allowed to remain in power and
garner even more resources from the
West —financial as well as technologi-
cal —he could pose a considerably
more serious threat to all of us down
the line”.
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AP & AFP

JERUSALEM, Jan. 29. — At
least 10 people were killed and
30 injured when a suicide
bomber blew up on a bus out-
side the Israeli Prime Minister’s
residence here today, police
and paramedics said. Mr Ariel
Sharon wasn’t in the area at the
time of the explosion.

The Al-Agsa Martyrs
Brigades, an armed offshoot of
Yasser Arafat’s Fatah move-
ment, claimed responsibility for
today’s suicide bus bombing in a
phone call to AFP. The attack
was carried out by Ali Munir
Yussef Jihara (24), a policeman
from the Ayda refugee camp, the
group said. He was the nephew
of Jihad Jihara, one of 13
Palestinians expelled “to
European countries after a siege
at Bethlehem’s Church of the
Nativity in May 2002. The explo-
sion coincided with a German-
brokered prisoner swap between
Isracl and the Lebanese guerril-
la group Hizbullah.

The explosion went off just
before 9 a.m. in the Rehavia dis-
trict in downtown Jerusalem,
just 15 m from Mr Sharon’s offi-
cial residence. Mr Sharon was at
his farm in southern Israel at the
time, his aides said. Mr Eli Beer,
a paramedic, said victims had
been scattered over a wide area.

The bomber was in the back
of the bus when he detonated
the explosives, said Jerusalem
police chief Mr Mickey Levy.

10 KILLED, 30 INJURED IN EXPLOSION INSIDE JERUSALEM BUS

Su1c1de blast outside Sharon residence

Rescue workers carry a body at the site where a suicide bomber blew up a bus in Jerusalem on Thursday.
The explosion killed at least 10 people and wounded atout 30. — PTI

“It was a very serious attack on
a bus packed with passengers,”
Mr Levy said at the scene.
“According to what we know at

the moment... we're talking
about a suicide bomber.”

Mr Sharon’s spokesman. Mr
Raanan Gissin, said the attack
illustrated why Israel is building
a contentious separation barri-
er in the West Bank.

In Cairo, the Palestinian
ambassador to the Arab

THE STATECMAN

League said today’s bombing is
a message that “walls and mas-
sacres” cannot guarantee
Israeli security. “It’s a message
proving that only the recogni-
tion of the rights of others can
guarantee peace and security,”
the ambassador, Mohammed
Sobeih, said. “The separation
walls and massacres, like the
one in Gaza, do not bring secu-

rity.” “Walls and massacres, as

well as the humiliation and

destruction of the property of
Palestinians can only bring
more violence and operations
like that which took place this
morning,” he added.

UN chief Mr Kofi Annan said
the West Asia peace process
was “in distress but not dead”

following the blast. He
appealed for “courage and
leadership” from the Israeli

and the Palestinian administra-
tions.

released more than
400 prisoners today B
as part of a long-
awaited  swap- with
the "Lebanese guer-
rilta: '
Hezbollah

businessman and the |
three |

bodies " of
Israeli soldiers. .

The German-bro
kered exchange was
completed despite a
suicide - bombing
earlier ‘'on a bus in
Jerusalem that
killed at least 10
bystanders and
wounded about 50.

“We are releasing another 400 Palestinians with a very
heavy heart, because we know that these 400 will return very
quickly to the cycle of violence,” Israeli foreign ministry
spokesman Mr Jonathan Peled said in Jerusalem.

The complex swap proceeded after a team of Israeli foren-
sic experts confirmed the identities of the three Israeli sol-
diers at a Germany military airport, where they arrived.
before dawn on a flight from Beirut, Lebanon with Isracli
businessman ' Mr Elhanan Tannenbatm,

In the first phase, Israel released 400 Palestinians at check-
points into the West Bank and Gaza Strip and also turned
over the remains of 60 Lebanese militants. The swap was
completed under tight security at Cologne’s Wahn military
airport with the departure of a German air force jet bound
for Lebanon carrying prisoners released from Israeli jails.
Moments later, an Israeli jet departed with Tannenbaum and
the bodies of the three soldiers. — AP

an pnsoner hutds up h;s handeuffed
‘hands after crossing into the Palestinian side
. of the Erez crossing along the Gaza-lsraeli,
border on Thursday. — AFP
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/Gaddafl sticks
to his prmglse \/T

Associated Press e \\ H

WASHINGTON, Jan. 28. — Libyan leader
Muammar Gaddafi, following up a promise to end
his pursuit of weapons of mass destruction, has
shipped 55,000 pounds of nuclear and missile com-
ponents to the USA in a bid to break out of diplo-
matic isolation.

Bush administration officials indicated that
Gaddafi could expect some easing of economic pres-
sure in return if he continued on a cooperative track.

Another official said that Libya had not proved
that it no longer supported terrorism. As a result,
the State Department is not ready to cancel Libya’s
designation as a terror sponsor, said the official on
condition of anonymity. Therefore, at least some
economic sanctions will remain in place.

An American transport plane carrying the com-
ponents arrived yesterday at an airport outside
Knoxville, Tennessee, with the equipment. It
included stock to enrich uranium, centrifuge parts
and guidance sets for long-range missiles, White
House spokesman Mr Scott McClellan said.

The equipment probably will be evaluated at the
Oak Ridge nuclear weapons plant in Tennessee, the
major storehouse in the United States for bomb-
grade uranium where uranium can be converted
into fuel for nuclear reactors.

In London, Mr Tony Blair said Gaddafi has con-
firmed that Libya plans to dismantle all such pro-
grammes immediately. The British Prime Minister
said Britain and the USA had been engaged in talks

with Libya for nine months. //
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Ariel Sharon

Sharon
¥ under,,
j bribe /Vw\\
~ cloud

Jerusalem, Jan. 21 (Reuters):
Israeli prosecutors are consider-
ing whether to indict Prime Min-
ister Ariel Sharon after a court
clarged a businessman today
with trying to bribe him in the
1990s, a justice ministry source
said.

-, The source said prosecutors
would decide within months
whether to charge Sharon — a
mave that would almost certain-
Iy force from office the Right-
wing former general who has
won popularity for tough meas-
ures against a Palestinian upris-
ing. Sharon’s spokesperson had
no immediate comment.

An Israeli court indicted
property developer David Appel
earlier today on charges of try-
ing to bribe Sharon when he was
foreign minister in the late 1990s,
sparking Opposition calls for his
resignation.

. 8haron, 75, has denied any
wrongdoing in a sfring of cor-
ruption scandals that have failed
to seriously dent his popularity.

¥ But mounting legal troubles
could threaten his support in Is-
rael and weaken his hand in
seeking a peace arrangement
with Palestinians. Sharon, if in-
dicted, would likely be charged
along with his son, Gilad, and

Bkputy Prime Minister Ehud
©lmert, a close ally in the ruling
Likud party.

“The state attorney’s office
will take from a few weeks to a
few months to decide whether or
not charges will be brought
against Sharon, Olmert and
Gilad on the Greek island affair,”
the justice ministry source said,
referrcing to a real estate deal.

Analysts said that while the |

indictment against Appel would
tarnish Sharon's image, it posed
no direct threat to his power be-
_cause prosecutors had not pre-
sented any evidence showing he
_knowingly accepted money for
“Political favours. A senior politi-
cal source close to Sharon said:
“He’s not going to resign. There
,-is no charge against him.”
. Seniorlegal analyst for Israel
-Radio, Moshe Negbi, said the
chances of an indictment
‘against Sharon were 50 per cent.
" Although an indictment
" alone would not force Sharon to
step down, Israeli justice minis-
ter Yosef Lapid suggested other-
- wise when he said the Prime
" Minister wguld have to “draw
+ conclusjeris” if charged.
[ o 4
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lsrael threatens to annex
\@\parts of West Bank¢,

JERUSALEM, Jan. 11. — Israel will re-

act to any Palestinian declaration of inde-
pendence by formally annexing parts of
the occupied West Bank, health minister
Mr Danny Naveh said today.

“QOur message is clear: if the Palestini-
ans unilaterally proclaim an independent
state, Israel will annex parts (of the West
Bank) that it judges essential to its secur-
ity,” he tald public radio.

“The Palestinians are trying every trick
in the book to avoid implementing the
roadmap, which demands that they put
an end to terrorism,” the minister added
in reference to the peace plan drafted by
an international quartet.

The Palestinian leadership said in a
statement issued yesterday that it was
mulling the possibility of unilaterally pro-
claiming an independent state on land oc-
cupied by Israel since 1967,

“The Palestinian leadership... believes it
has the right under international law... to
work towards the creation of a democratic
sfate in all territories occupied in 1967, with
Jerusalem as its capital,” said the statement
issued after a meeting chaired by Palestini-
an leader Mr Yasser Arafat.

The statement came after Palestinian
Prime Minister Ahmed Qorei revived the

idea of a bi-national state, whnch would
abandon the prospect of two states living
side by side, and place Jews and Palestini-
ans under common authority on land cov-
ermg historic Palestine, from the Jordan
river to the Mediterranean.

Suicide bomber killed: A suicide bomber
was killed today when his device prema-
turely exploded near a settlement in the
northern West Bank, while another Pales-
tinian was shot dead by Israeli troops in
the area, sources on both sides said, a re-
port from Nablus adds.

Witnesses said that body parts of the
bomber could be seen scattered near the
site of the explosion close to the settle-
ment of Karnei Shomron, east of the
town of Qalqiliya.

“One Palestinian exploded himself be-
tween the village (of Jinsafut) and the set-
tlement,” a Palestinian security source said.

An Israeli military source said: “It ap-
pears a suicide bomber prematurely det-
onated himself,” adding that there were
no Israeli casualties.

Meanwhile, a Palestinian teenager was
shot dead by Israeli soldiers near the
northern West Bank town of Nablus, -

Fuad Jarwuan (18) was fatally injured
when Israeli soldiers fired to disperse a
group of stone-throwing Palestinians in
Zeita, south of Nablus. v
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/’Xssad defends
“arms bl,llld-ﬁl%

BENEDICT BROGAN - \

Damascus, Jan. 6: Syria is enti-
tled to defend itself by acquiring
its own chemical and biological
deterrent, President Bashar
Assad said last night as he reject-
ed American and British de-
mands for concessions on
weapons of mass destruction.

In his first major statement
since Libya’s decision last month
to scrap its nuclear and chemical
programmes, he came closer
than ever before to admitting that
his country possessed stockpiles Bashar Assad
of WMD. Speaking to The Daily
Telegraph, Assad said that any deal to destroy Syria’s chemical and
biological capability would come about only if Israel agreed to aban-
don its undeciared nuclear arsenal.

Since the capture of Saddam Hussein and Muammar Gaddafi’s
decision to dismantle his WMD programme, Assad has rlsen towards
the top of America’s target list.

The White House and Downing Street have been waiting for hisre-
sponse to Gaddafi’s appeal for other Arab leaders to follow his exam-
ple or risk inflicting a “tragedy” on their people.

President Assad spoke for more than 90 minutes at his discreet
villa, which he prefers to the grand palace overlooking Damascus
built by his father, the late Hafez Assad. Asked about American and
British claims that Syria had a WMD capability, he stopped short of
the categorical denial that has been his government’s stock response
until now. Instead, he pointed to the Israelis’ recent attack on alleged
Palestinian bases in Syria and the occupation of the Golan Heights as
evidence that Syria needed a deterrent. “We are a country which is
[partly] occupied and from time to time we are exposed to Israeli ag-
gression,” he said. “It is natural for us to look for means to defend our-
selves. It is not difficult to get most of these weapons anywhere in the
world and they can be obtained at any time.”
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""I.nﬂexible Israel

w Year brings little \

v I eheer for Palestinians ? |

At €€er 10r raiestinians
The New Year, and the good resolutions that go with it,
make most people’s thoughts turn to peace and friendship.
But not in the case of Israeli prime minister Ariel Sharon.
His latest policy speech shows that he has every intention
of continuing with his hardline approach towards the
Palestinians despite advice to the contrary from key ally,
America. In recent times, even troops from the elite
security forces have expressed their reluctance to act
against civilians in the Palestinian areas. Many in Israel
now realise that Mr Sharon’s harsh policies have only
made Israel more vulnerable to suicide bombings and
other terrorist acts. The situation in Iraq too will have
a bearing on Israel-Palestine relations. The inglorious
capture of Saddam Hussein, who has been a strong
advocate of the Palestinian cause, has generated yet
more anger and resentment in the West Bank and Gaza.
With an increasing number of Arab states falling in line
with Washington, this is an opportune moment for
Mr Sharon to get the peace process back on the rails. But,
instead, he has threatened unilateral action, the most
contentious being the fencing work in the West Bank.

When completed, the fence will shut out thousands
of Palestinians in the West Bank from their lands
and livelihood. Tel Aviv's logic is that the fence will
prevent suicide bombers from entering Israeli territory.
Mr Sharon refuses to acknowledge that the fence in itself
will not solve the problem. He must initiate a dialogue
with key people in the Palestinian Authority like prime
minister Ahmed Querei as he is averse to a dialogue with
Yasser Arafat. In addition, Israel has to ease the economic
squeeze on the Palestinians. Unemployment rates in the
West Bank and Gaza are sky high — the idle youth are a
fertile recruiting ground for jehadi groups like the Hamas.
An impoverished and desperate Palestine poses a greater
threat to Israel than a Palestine that has some hope of a
better and dignified future. Many European nations
have already signalled their impatience and anger with
Mr Sharon’s aggression. They are also aware of how
disastrously wrong the American operation in Iraq has
gone. A broken people, crippled by war and sanctions, are
hitting back at the mighty American arsenal, much as the
Palestinians are doing against the Israeli army. Since
Mr Bush is on a crusade to spread democracy and world
peace, he might well start by inculcating a little spirit of
goodwill in the belligerent Mr Sharon.

_——



leya N-bomb,
“finger at Pak'

London, Jan. 4 (PTI): Libya
bought plans to make a nuclear
bomb from Pakistani scientists
for “millions of pounds”, Saif al-
[slam Gadaffi, son of Libyan
chief colonel Muammar Gadaffi,
has admitted.

In an interview published in
the Sunday Times today, 32-year:
old Saif said his country had
spent $40 million on its quest to
acquire nuclear capability. Some
of the “five-star Libyan scien-
tists” working on the bomb had
trained in Britain, he claimed.
He confirmed that Libya had
bought nuclear components, in-
cluding centrifuges, from a vari-
ety of black market dealers.

Some of the material came
from Malaysia and various
Asian countries, he said. Other
components had been bought on
the black market in South
Africa. “We dealt with an under-
ground network of middie men
and secret work-shops,” he said.
“This piece from here, that piece
from there.”

According to the report, reve-
lations of the extent of Pakistani
involvement will certainly in-
crease American and British

pressure on Pakistan President
Pervez Musharraf, who is al-
ready accused of failing to pre-
vent the illicit sale of nuclear
material to Iran.

Pakistan admitted last week
that “rogue scientists” may have
peddled technology for “individ-
ual gain”. It said several had
been questioned, among them

Abdul Qadeer Khan, regarded as |

the “father” of the country’s nu-

clear bomb.

British and American ex- |

perts who went to inspect Libyan
weapons sites were taken aback
when they found that nuclear
scientists working for Gadaffi
had what one western official de-
scribed as a “full bomb dossier”
from the Pakistanis.

Western officials said the
Pakistani scientists had received
payments from Libya — which
they said could have been sub-
stantially higher, even as much
as $100 million — over several
years, starting in the late 1990s.

They appeared to have been
working on their own account,
without the knowledge of the au-
thorities in Islamabad the repo-
rtsaid.
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~“Sharon responds to Syria peace
with 'Settlement plan

Cv ! ,

JERUSALEM, Dec. 31. —
The Ariel Sharon govern-
ment today dealt a blow to
hopes for a thaw in the Isra-
eli-Syrian chapter of the
Middle East peace process
with a defiant move to build
hundred more homes on the
occupied Golan Heights.
The announcement of a plan
to construct 900 new homes
on this strategic plateau
quelled any speculation that
the Israeli Prime Minister
could seek to gain credit
from a breakthrough with

THE STATESMAN

overtures

Damascus, while the nego-
tiations with the Palestinians
are at a standstill.
Agriculture minister Mr
Israel Katz said some nine
new communities would be
created in the region, which
Israel seized in 1967 and an-
nexed 14 years later, in addi-
tion to expansion projects
for existing settlements.
“The aim is to send an un-
equivocal message that Go-
lan Heights are an integral
part of Israel and we will
continue to develop settle-
ments,” Mr Katz said. ,
The move was a slap in the

_face of Syrian President Mr

Bashar al-Assad, who has re-

peatedly voiced his willingn-

ess to reopen talks with Isra-
el four years after they broke

down. At the beginning of '

December, Mr Assad had
called on the USA to sup-
port renewed negotiations
with Israel to defuse the vol-
atile situation along Israel’s
northern border. He stress-
ed, negotiations should resu-
me where they were left off
in January 2000 between his
late father Hafez and Mr Sh-
aron’s predecessor, Mr
Ehud Barak, but Mr Sharon
said on Sunday, negotiations
must begin from the scratch.
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