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28 killed in Iraq
Louth of Baghdad. One hadmme oth- |

Baghdad, Dec. 29 (Reuters) At least 28 peo e
were Killed in Baghdad overnight when insu¥-
gents blew up a house that police were raiding,
flattening neighbouring homes.

The police were lured into a trap, the interi-
or ministry said. But neighbours said officers
responded to a genuine call.

Six policemen were among the 28 dead and
four officers were missing, an interior ministry
spokesman said. Witnesses saw at least one
more dead woman dug from the rubble of at
least three houses turned into a wasteland of
rubble by the massive blast. Attacks this week
on police and other Iraqi security forces have
left dozens dead in a sign the Sunni insurgency,
freshly endorsed by Osama bin Laden, remains
a potent force despite US offensives intended to
protect next month’s Iraqi elections.

There were renewed clashes in the Sunni
city of Samarra. A US assault there three
months ago was meant to quell revolt before the
January 30 vote, which should hand power to
the Shia majority after years of oppression
under Saddam Hussein.

In Mosul, US jets screamed low overhead
during sustained gunfire and explosions in the
west of Iraq’s third city. US troops are hunting
suspects after a suicide bomber killed 21 people,
mostly Americans, in a US army mess tent a
week ago.

Four men in uniforms of the police and Na-
tional Guard were found dead in Yusufiya,

trap

ers beheaded in an intimidatory display of the
kind typically claimed by the likes of Jordan-
ian Islamist Abu Musab al-Zargawi, who have
allied with Sunni nationalist Saddam loyalists.

A further 21 people were wounded in the
Baghdad blast, late yesterday in the capital's
western Ghazaliya district. Police had respond-
ed to a call from a neighbour, the ministry
spokesman said: “When the police arrived and
went in, the house blew up. It seems to have
been atrap.”

However, it was not clear that police had
been deliberately lured to the house. Neigh-
bours said it was they who called them after be-
coming suspicious of a dark-skinned man in
the house, which they said had been rented this
week and filled with boxes. “The house was
turned into a bomb,” a police officer said.

Some three quarters of a tonne of explosive
may have gone off, the US military said.

Three houses were entirely destroyed,
razed to piles of bricks and rubble, while half a
dozen others were damaged. Entire families
were wiped out, said neighbours who believed
foreign fighters have rented the house raided
by police.

“I saw unexploded artillery shells with red
wires taken out of the rubble,” said neighbour
Mohammed Ali, 35, a taxi driver, who said he
saw police storm the house moments before the
blast.
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(Osama in poll

“boycott cally

Dubai, Dec. 27 (Reuters): An
audio tape purportedly from
al Qaida leader Osama bin
Laden has urged Iragis to boy-
cott January parliamentary
elections, Arabic Al Jazeera
television said today.

Shortly before airing the
tape, the television said bin
Laden backed Abu Musab al-
Zargawi as the Islamist net-
work’s leader in Iraq.

Earlier this month, an
audio tape purportedly from
bin Laden urged militants to
concentrate their attacks on
Iragi and Gulf oil facilities,
saying it was the most power-
ful weapon against America.

After that tape was posted
on the Internet, an intelli-
gence official in Washington
said an analysis had deter-
mined with “high confidence”
that the tape contained the
voice of bin Laden.

In Baghdad, a suicide car
bomber hit one of the biggest
Shia parties running in elec-
tions next month, killing 13
people but missing its leader
— hours before the most

meant it would not be free or
fair.

“We are withdrawing,”
party leader Mohsen Abdel
Hamid said. “We are not call-
ing for a boycott, but we said
we would take part only if cer-
tain conditions had been met
and they have not,” he said.

Victims of the bombing, in
which police said about 50 peo-
ple were wounded, included
several receptionists and
guards at SCIRI’s headquar-
ters.

The office is also home to
party leader Abdul Aziz al-
Hakim, who was there at the
time. He called it an assassina-
tion attempt but said SCIRI’s
thousands-strong militia
would not retaliate. “We have
chosen the path of non-vio-
lence and we will stick to it,”
he said. “The only ideology
these people know is terror.
We laid down our arms in
favour of pluralism. If we
wanted violence we would
have responded a lehg time

ago.” Va

prominent Sunni party with- -

drew from the historic poll.
The bomb exploded out-

side the Baghdad head office of |

the Supreme Council for the

Islamic Revolution in Iraq !

(SCIRI), a party set up in exile
in Iran to oppose Saddam Hus-
sein and one of the strongest
groups contesting the January
30 election.

Later today, in a move re-
peatedly hinted at in recent
weeks, the Iraqi Islamic Party,
a leading force among the
Sunni minority, said it was
withdrawing from the poll be-
cause violence in Sunni areas
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Associated Press -
Baghdad, December 24 Q)

The suicide bomber believed to
have blown himself up in a US
military dining tent near Mosul
this week, killing more than 20
people, was probably wearing an
Iraqi military uniform, the US
military said on Thursday.

The top US general in north-
ern Iraq acknowledged that the
bomber may have gotten through
the vetting process conducted by
US and Iraqi authorities to check
the backgrounds of Iraqis join-
ing the security services.

Lt. Col. Paul Hastings, spokes-
man for Task Force Olympia in
Mosul, said a general officer will
be flying in from headquarters in
Baghdad to take over the investi-
gation into how the attack on the
base near Mosul was carried out.
The FBI is also participating in
the probe. “He’ll initiate an inves-
tigation ...then we will be in a bet-
ter position to find out what hap-
pened,” Hastings said.

The Ansar al-Sunnah Army,
the military group that earlier
claimed responsibility for the at-
tack, issued a new statement re-
iterating that it was a suicide
bombing. “God enabled one of
your martyr brothers to plunge
into God’s enemies inside their
forts, killing and injuring hun-
dreds,” the group said in a state-
ment posted on its website on
Thursday. “We don’t know how
they can be so stupid that until
now they have not figured out the
type of the strike that hit them.”

The blast on Tuesday was the
deadliest single attack on a US
base, hitting the dining tent at
lunchtime and killing 13 US ser-
vicemembers, five American
civilians, three Iragqi National
Guard members, and one “uni-
dentified non-US person”. Mili-
tary officials have said it’s not

e

o . \
yet known whether that final
death was the suicide bomber.

“From preliminary indicatio-
ns of the damage it looks like the
guy (the suicide bomber) was
wearing an Iraqi military uni-
form,” Hastings said, adding
that it seemed like a “vest-type of
explosive”.

Investigators had still not de-
termined whether the attacker
was working on the base or
whether he had managed to in-
filtrate it, Hastings said.

Members of the Iraqi interim
government’s fledgling security
forces routinely operate with US
troops in operations against the
insurgents. Until now, there have
been no reports of serious tensio-
ns between the two. Iraqi govern-
ment officials said they knew
nothing of the report that bomber
may have been wearing a unifo-
rm. “This was an American dec-
laration, we don’t know any thing
about it, they did not contact us,”
said Salih Sarhan, a spokesman
for the Iraqi Defence Ministry.

Brig. Gen. Carter F. Ham —
commander of Task Force
Olympia, the main US force in
northern Iragq — also reported
the bomber was likely wearing
an Iraqi uniform and said the at-
tacker may have gotten through
the vetting process run by US
and Iraqi authorities. “The vet-
ting process I think is sound, but
clearly we have now at least one
instance where that was likely
not satisfactory. So we have to re-
double our efforts there,” he said.

Ham said the bomber likely
had help, though he did not say
whether it was known if the bo-
mber had accomplices in the
camp. “It is very difficult to con-
ceive that this would be the act of
a lone individual. It is reason-
able to assume that this was a
mission perhaps sometime in
the planning,” he said.

v

DEFENCE SECRETARY Donald Rumsfeld
paid a surprise Christmas visit on Friday to
the troops in Mosul, scene of the deadliest
attack on Americans since last year's war to
oust Saddam Hussein. Rumsfeld, who flew in
amid great secrecy, visited staff and patients
in a hospital at the US base where a suicide
bomber infiltrated on Tuesday and killed 22
people, including 14 US military personnel
and four American contractors

Besscsescssecscsssnssanssnnen

RUMSFELD ACKNOWLEDGED the

situation in Iraq was difficult and that it
looked bleak to some, but said the guerrillas
would be beaten and stressed the need to
work with, and hand over charge to, lraqi
forces. ‘There is no doubt in my mind this is
achievable,” Rumsfeld said of the prospects of
victory. ‘1 am deeply grateful to all of you. |
respect you. | wish you all a merry Christmas,’
the Defence Secretary told the troops

cesvrevsrssesesesncrsatronias

bomber w ine Iraqi unif
OII} @R\\W Wearlng raql ,_ uniorm

REUTERS
US Marines get themselves photographed with Secretary of Defence Donald Rumsfeld during his visit to a military camp near Fallujah on Friday.

HE LATER ftew to Tikrit, Saddam’s home
town, where he was received with loud
applause at another of the fallen dictator's
former palaces. He told them much depended
on recruiting and training Iraqi security
forces. Rumsfeld acknowledged a
deterioration in the security situation in
Mosul may have been caused by the
infiltration of guerrillas escaping US

forces who stormed Fallujah last month
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Americans’
support for
war slips

MORE AMERICANS than
ever, some 56 per cent, say the
war in Iraq is not worth fight-
ing, according to a new poll.

Some 57 per cent of those
surveyed disapproved of Pr-
esident George W. Bush’s han-
dling of the situation, just one
point lower than his rating at
the height of the Abu Ghraib
prisoner abuse scandal, the

C News/Washington Post
oll found on Monday.

Defence Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld’s approval rating
was only 35 per cent — half of
where it stood when Baghdad
fell — and 52 per cent said
Bush should sack him. His
approval rating has dropped
from 71 per cent in April 2003,
when Iraqi president Sad-
dam Hussein was toppled, to
41 per cent in the new poil.

Despite mounting criti-
cism from US lawmakers, in-
cluding fellow Republicans,
President George W. Bush de-
fended Rumsfeld on Monday,
saying the Pentagon chief
was doing “a really fine job”
and would stay on.

Bush undertook a cabinet
:shake-up after his November
{9 re-election, but he decided
to keep Rumsfeld in his ad-
ministration for his second
term. The President’s popu-
larity has also fallen, from 55
per cent in November to 49
per cent now, according to the
poll. “Bugh is the first incum-
bent President to have an ap-
proval rating below 50 per
cent one month after win-
ning re-election,” CNN said.

Americans also doubted Ir-
aq’s elections planned for Jan-
uary 30, with 58 per cent sa-
ying the country is not ready
and 54 per cent said the polls
.would not be honest and fair.

AFP, Washington

Workers and soldiers tend to the wounded after a mortar attack on a dining facility at a US camp during lunchtime in Mosui on Tuesday.

Attack on camp mess kills 22 as Blair visits Iraq

Reuters
Mosul, December 21

IN ONE of the most deadly
attacks on American forces
since last year’s invasion, a
mortar and rocket attack
on a US military base in
Mosul killed at least 22 peo-
ple and wounded more
than 50 on Tuesday.

The Mosul attack comes
on a day when DBritish
Prime Minister Tony Blair
made a surprise visit to
Baghdad, where he vowed
that the war against insur-
gents would be won and
that elections scheduled

for January 30 would hap-
pen on time despite an up-
surge in bloodshed.

Iragi militant group
Ansar al-Sunna, a major
player in the rebellion
against the US-backed gov-
ernment and security
forces, has claimed respon-
sibility for the attack. A de-
fence official in Washington
said it was not clear how
many of the casualties were
Americans. “There were an
unknown nurmber of
rounds in the rocket and
mortar attack. We don’t
know the breakdown. We
don’t kngw if it's US, Iraqi

e

or a combination.”

Militants attacked at
noon when many soldiers at
the forward operating base,
Marez, were eating lunch.
US military camps in Mosul
have tented mess halls seat-
ing hundreds of troops.

In the bloodiest single
incident for US troops in
Irag, two Black Hawks
crashed in Mosul in No-
vember last year, killing 17
soldiers. At the start of the
war in March last year, 29
soldiers were killed in a
fierce day of fighting.

Blair, who has visited
Traq twice but never Bagh-

dad, flew to meet Iragi
Prime Minister Iyad All-
awi in the city’s fortified
government Green Zone
under tight security. Mo-
rtar rounds, aimed daily at
the compound, shook the
ground soon after he left.

He hailed Iraq’s election
workers as “heroes”. Bla-
ir’s trip comes months be-
fore he is expected to call
an election that will test
his popularity after the de-
cision to go to war inIragq,
amove that has grown ever
more unpopular with the
British public.

Before the cameras, the

British PM launched a pas-
sionate defence of the war
as vital for Britain’s securi-
ty and Iragis’ freedom.
“Here are people who are
risking their lives every day
in order to make sure that
the people of Iraq get a
chance to decide their own
destiny,” he told a news con-
ference after meeting Elec-
tion Commission chiefs.
Blair said he had no
doubt Britain was right to
have helped oust Saddam
and described the fight
against Iraq’s insurgents
as a war between right and
wrong. “Whatever people

felt about the original con-
flict, we the British aren’ta
nation of quitters,” he
said. “What’s very obvious
to me is that the Iragi peo-
ple here are not going to
quit on this task either
They’re going to see it
through,” he said.

Roth Blair and Allawi
were at pains to portray the
fight against insurgents in
Iraq, most of whom are
loyalists to the former
regime or Sunni Muslim




‘Traq detains 50 over Najaf suicide blast

Governor bans cars from city centre to prevent attacks m Explosion death toll rises to 66

Associated Press
Najaf, December 20

AUTHORITIES HAVE de-
tained 50 suspects in con-
nection with explosion in
the Shia holy city of Najaf,
and have banned cars from
entering the downtown area
to prevent future car bomb-
ings, Governor Adnan al-
Zurufi said on Monday.

Thousands of mourners
attended funerals on Mon-
day of the victims of the
Najaf blast that killed at
least 54 people and wounded
142. On Sunday, car bombs
tore through a Najaf funer-
al procession and a main
bus station in the nearby
Shia city of Karbala, where
at least 13 people were killed
and 33 were wounded.

The deadliest attacks in
Iraq since “duly were a
bloody reminder that the
Shia heartland in the south
— and not just the Sunni re-
gions of central and north-
ern [raq — is vulnerable to
the mainly Sunni insur-
gents aiming to wreck the
country’s key elections
scheduled for January 30.

Meanwhile, the head of
the national electoral com-
mission appealed to security
forces to safeguard election
officials after three were
shot to death in a brazen at-
tack on Sunday by dozens of

guerrillas operating openly -

in the heart of Baghdad. The
ambush was the latest attack
to target Iraqi officials work-
ingto organise the vote.
“We send an appeal to the

Iragi government and all
the people to protect our em-
ployees,” Abdul Hussein Al-
Hindawi said. “We have no
real protection because we
work everywhere in the
country and have more than
6,000 employees.”

“Fifty people, some of
them from Najaf and others
from outside, have been de-

tained. One person detained
this morning is a citizen of
an Arab country. They are all
being interrogated,” al-Zuru-
fi said after taking part in a
funeral procession attended
by thousands of residents.
Asked if Sunday’s attack
had targeted Grand Ayatol-
lah Ali al-Sistani, who lives
several hundred yards from

People on Monday check vehicles destroyed by Sunday’s suicide bomb hlast outside Karbala’s main bus station.

the site of the blast, al-Zuru-
fi said, “We have had infor-
mation for a long time that
his eminence, Ayatollah al-
Sistani, is a possible target
but we are taking all meas-
ures to protect him.”
Al-Sistani has declared
that voting in the elections is
areligious duty for all Shias.
The deadly strikes Sunday

highlighted the apparent
ability of the insurgents to
launch attacks almost at
will, despite confident as-
sessments by US military
commanders that they had
regained the initiative after
last month’s campaign agai-
nst militants in Fallujah.
Shias, who make up
around 60 per cent of Iraq’s

population, have been str-
ong supporters of the polls,
which they expect will re-
verse the longtime domina-
tion of Iraqg by the Sunni
Arab minority. The insur-
gency is believed to include
many Stunnis who have lost
prestige and privilege since
Saddam Hussein’s fall.

Also on Monday, a road-
side bomb planted near

airport  de-
stroyed a US Army Humvee,
the military said. One of the
soldiers was wounded.

And US troops detained 19

Baghdad’s

suspected insurgents on
Monday during a series of
raids in the village of Siwash
near Tikrit. The soldiers con-
fiscated AK-47 assault rifles
and a machine gun during
the raids, the military said.
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/iraq’s crucial

election hallot

down to Iottry

A tribal leader kes no edurng the lottery for order of
parties on the ballot paper for the Iraq elections. Reuters

LIN NOUEIHED
BAGHDAD, DECEMBER 20

PINNING a big per-
spex drum filled with
balls, not unlike a na-
tional lottery, Iraq’s Electoral
Commission determined on
Mondaywhere competing par-
ties will rank on the ballot pa-
per for the January 30 election.

More than 200 parties,
blocs and individuals have
signed up to.contest the poll-—
around 7,700 candidates in
all—and the order they ap-
pear on the ballot sheet, which
could be many pages thick, will
be determined by chance.

United Nations envoy to
Iraq, Ashraf Qazi, pulled the
first balls from the drum, as
hundreds of candidates
looked on expectantly, in a
process designed for maxi-
mum transparency in the
country’s first democratic elec-
tion in nearly SOyears.

“Today is a great day in the
history of your great nation,”
Qazi told a crowd gathered in a
room at aconference centre that
used to be part of Saddam Hus-
sein’s presidential complex.

“Itis truly in the interests of
every Iraqi citizen, whatever
their political views, to partici-
pate in this electoral process. It
is the only way forward.”

Iraq is being treated as a
single electoral district. Regis-
tered voters will choose either
anindividual, party or coalition
list of candidates, and seats in
the 275-seat national Assem-

bly will be distributed by Pros__

portional representation.

The system, chosen with
United Nations help, is de-
signed to encourage the forma-
tion of alliances and coalitions
that try to appeal across Irag’s
spread of ethnic and religious
groups. Since the electorate is
inexperiencedwhen it comes to
democratic elections, the order
in which names appear on the
ballot may have some influence
onvoting patterns.

Ifaround 10 million people
end up voting, braving what is
expected to be intense intimi-
dation from insurgents not to
do so, it would require around
36,000 votes to win one seat.

Voters will also be electing
candidates to councils in Iraq’s
18 governorates, and in the
largely Kurdish north, they will
elect a regional government,
meaning the ballot papers will
be even thicker.

There are expected tobe be-
tween 6,000 ‘and 9,000 voting
stations. Iragi security forces will
be in charge of protecting the
stations, while monitorswill look
out forvoter fraud.

INDIAN EXPRESS

—Reuters ﬂ
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MANAMA, DEC. 15. [raqi political
parties contesting the January
30 elections for a 275-member
Assembly can begin campaign-
ing from today amid violence,
which has engulfed large parts
of the country.

The Assembly will appoint a
government and draft a consti-

tution leading to a national.

election in 2006. More than 230
parties and groups, organised
around 80 alliances, are expect-
ed to participate in the polis.

While the majority Shia com-
munity has made extensive
preparations to contest, Sunnis,
who have been in power during
most of the country’s history,
appear disinclined.

The Association of Muslim
Scholar (AMS), an influential
but a predominantly Sunni
body, has opposed the polls,
But the Sunni, Iraqi Islamic Par-
ty, could contest though it has
demanded that the elections be
postponed by six months.

It has presented a list of 275

wﬁl
to the Electoral

mmission, but its spokesman
has said a decision on participa-
tion is yet to be taken.

“If elections are not post-
poned, we will reconsider our
stance of taking part,” Fuad al-
Rawi was quoted as saying.

At least 17 Sunni and secular
parties, including one led by
Sunni elder statesman Adnan
Pachachi, a former Foreign
Minister, have supported a de-
lay, saying voters in Sunni re-
gions would be too intimidated
to vote.

Al-Sistani's edict

Amid the 60 per cent Shia
majority’s anticipation of com-
ing to power for the first time,
the top Shia spiritual leader,
Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani,
has issued an edict calling upon
Shias to vote.

His followers have unveiled a
list of 228 candidates that draws
together the two main Shia par-
ties, Dawa and the Supreme
Council for the Islamic Revolu-
tion in Iraq (SCIRD), as well as
the Iragi Hizbollah.

campaign,
id viole

L~

ce

But Mogtada Al-Sadr, promi-
nent Shia cleric, on Tuesday de-
manded that religious leaders
should seek guarantees for the
immediate departure of foreign
troops after the elections. “Oth-
erwise, our participation will be
unlikely.”

Trial next week

The interim Prime Minister,
Iyad Allawi, has said leaders in
the former President, Saddam
Hussein’s regime would face
trial for crimes against human-
ity and war crimes hext week.
He said the ‘symbols’ of the for-
mer regime would be tried “one
by one.” The first to appear
would be Ali Hassan al-Majid —
who has been accused of invol-
vement in a chemical weapon
attack against Kurdish residents
of Halabja. The interim Defence
Minister, Hazim al-Shalaan,
said the trial would begin “next
week, maybe, or in the middle
of next month.” There has so far
been no indication about when
Mr. Hussein would himself face
trial,




Campaigning for Iraq’s
first national elections
since Saddam Hussein’s
ouster began today under
the shadow of a rampant
insurgency, with the natio-
n’s interim leader an-
nouncing his candidacy
and the defence minister
criticising Iran’s role in
this war-ravaged nation.

Iraqi Prime Minister Mr
Ayad Allawi’s long-expec-
ted decision to join the
polls was the highlight of
what was a low-key begin-
ning to the campaigning
period, which many fear
will be targeted by insur-
gents opposed to the 30
January polls.

Concerns were raised
over rising Iranian influ-
ence in the political future
of Iraq, where the majority
Shi’ites are expected to
dominate elections sched-
uled for 30 January.

Defence minister Mr Ha-
zem Shaalan, who has ac-
cused Teheran of interfer-
ing in Iraq’s affairs, said
Iranian and Syrian intelli-
gence agents, plus former
operatives from Saddam
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BAGHDAD, Dec. 15. —

Iragi PM Mr Iyad Allawi presents
his list of candidates for the 30
January polls in Baghdad on
Wednesday. — AFP
Hussein’s security forces,
are cooperating with Jorda-
nian militant Abu Musabal-
Zarqawi “to run criminal

operations in Iraq”.

Today marked the offi-
cial opening of the cam-
paign period for the vote
and the cutoff day for par-
ties or independents to
lodge registrations to
stand in the elections. Mr
Shaalan is running on a
separate list not affiliated
with the alliance.

Mr Allawi said he will
stand at the polls backed by
a 240-memboer list of candi-
dates meant to highlight his
appeal to Iraq’s diverse and

‘Chemical Al

first on trial

BAGHDAD, Dec. 15. — Al
Hassan al-Majid, a cousin of
Saddam Hussein nicknamed
“Chemical Ali” for the gassing
of the Kurds, will be the first
member of Iraq’s ousted lead-
ership to go on trial. “The trials
will take place from next week
until mid-January, and the first
to be tried will be Chemical
Ali Mr Shaalan said. — AFP

sometimes fractious ethnic
and religious groups.
Surrounded by women
and men clad in tribal garb,
clerical turbans and smart
suits, Mr Allawi pledged to
work for national unity and
move away from “religious
and ethnic fanaticism”. He
did not say how many
members were on his list.
Mosque blast kills 7
Seven people were killed
and 32 injured today when
a bomb exploded at the
gate to one of Shia Islam’s
holiest shrines, hospital.
The injured included
Sheik Abdul Mahdi al-
Karbalayee, a representa-
tive of Iraq’s most influen-
tial Shi’ite cleric, Grand
Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani.
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‘Chemical Ali first aide
of Saddam oﬁﬁt::“

ALASTAIR MACDONALD
BAGHDAD, DECEMBER 15

LIHassan al-Ma-

jid, one of Sad-

dam Hussein’s

most feared
deputies, better known as
‘Chemical Ali’, will be the first
leader of the former regime to
be tried for war crimes, Irag’s
Defence Minister said on
Wednesday.

The trial could begin as early
as next week, Defence Minister
Hazim al-Shaalan told re-
porters, and would certainly
startby the middle of January—
days before Iraq is due to hold its
first post-Saddam election.

“In the next few days we
will have the trial of Ali Has-
sanal-Majid, one of the close
followers of Saddam Hussein,”
Shaalan announced, “He will
be the first to be tried.”

Majid, who is accused of
some of the worst crimes com-
mitted during Saddam’s
decades in power, including
the gassing of up to 5,000
Kurds in northern Iraq in the
late 1980s, is the only one of
Saddam’s deputies so far set
for trial, Shaalan said.

Irag’s interim Prime Minis-
ter Iyad Allawi said on Tues-
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Ziad Khasawneh,
spokesperson of Saddam
Hussein's defence team
holds the right of
attorney from Saddam’s
wife and daughters, in
Amman on Wednesday.
Saddam’s defence team
said the jailed former
leader and his deputies
were being denied a fair
trial. Reuters

day, trials against Saddam’s
deputies could begin as soon
as next week, an announce-
ment that took Iraq’s Justice
Ministry and some US officials
by surprise. One Iraqi official
suggested Allawi’s announce-
ment was tired to create pub-
licity ahead of the election,
with campaigning for the Jan-
uary 30 poll officially begin-
ning on Wednesday.

“It’s a piece of showman-
ship, to try to show that some-

O

thing has been achieved be- .

fore the election,” said the se-

nior government official, who

asked not to be identified.
Allawi announced his elec-

tion candidacy on Wednesday.

Questions have been raised
about the trials being rushed,

with investigators only begin-
ning to sift through the evi- |
dence against Saddam and his

deputies and Irag’s justice sys-
tem not yet ready for a major

trial, with judges recently ap-

pointed. There are also con-

cerns that Saddam and his 11

top lieutenants, all heldatade-

tention facility on the outskirts

of Baghdad for the past year,
have not had access to lawyers.

Eight of those 11 deputies
last week briefly refused to eat
in what one of their lawyers

described as a “hunger strike”
to protest the legality of their -

detentions and demand more
access to the International
Commiittee for the Red Cross.

Most of them have not had
access to lawyers over the past

year or more indetention. The |
12 briefly appeared in courtin -

July this year to be informed of

the general charges against

them, including war crimes
and crimes against humanity.
—Reuters
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Iraq'on edge

ahead of p

N
Bagh(;g, Det. 9 (Reuters): People laughed as a

gar pretended she was a journalist at the fortified entrance of
Baghdad’s government compound. Even the usually grim-
faced security guards were amused.

But the joke was short lived in a city on edge.

A shot suddenly rang out. Guards whipped out AK-47 ri-
fles and fired as people ran for cover. Panicked voices crackled
across walkie-talkies. After several minutes of mayhem the
bodyguard of a judge in a car raised his hands. He said he
fired his weapon accidentally while fiddling with the clip. No-
body was hurt. Not everyone is so lucky in Baghdad, a city
that is bracing for violence ahead of elections scheduled for
January 30. Similar incidents have turned bloody in Iraq,
where civilians often get caught up in fighting between insur-
gents and US troops that leaves everybody on edge.

Iraqi election officials were among those who ran for cover
after the shooting started outside the compound which hous-
es the Iraqi government and US and British embassies.

Panic gripped the checkpoint, a prime target for insur-
gents who have mortared and bombed the area before. Tem-
pers flared as onlookers wondered whether a gunfight would
break out between security guards waving their weapons
around. “That’s it. Only the officials will be allowed inside.
The bodyguards should stay out here,” said the chief guard.

The American security guards were just as nervous. One
arrived looking for the man who fired. A US helicopter flew
overhead and Bradley fighting vehicles arrived. The only re-
laxed people were Nepalese private security guards who calm-
ly instructed dogs wearing red vests to sniff beneath cars for
bombs. Tension eventually eased but security guards were
not taking any chances. They handcuffed the man who acci-
dentally fired his gun and locked him up in a tiny room. His
bodyguard colleague offered the chief security man a present
wrapped in a plastic bag in a bid to defuse the crisis and re-
lease his friend.

But charm works few tricks in Iraq these days.

“Yes I know it's a present,” said the guard.“Take it back.
Remember the guards don't go inside anymore.”
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Khataml hecgled b@f

b A

students over reform

Tehran, Dec. 6 (Reuters): Stu-
dents, once the backbone of
Iran’s reformist movement,
heckled and harangued Presi-
dent Mohammad Khatami
today, accusing him of lacking
the courage to deliver prom-
ised democratic reforms in the
Islamic state.

“Khatami, what happened
to your promised freedoms?”,
“Khatami, shame on you”,
“Students are wise, they detest
Khatami”, groups shouted as
the moderate cleric attempted
to address some 1,500 students
at Tehran University.

The speech, held to mark
Iran’s annual Students Day,
marked a nadir for Khatami's
relations with students who
were a major force in his stun-
ning electoral victories of 1997
and 2001.

Now nearing the end of his
second and final term, which
concludes in mid-2005, Khata-
mi has lost the backing of even
some of his most ardent sup-
porters, many of whom feel he
failed to stand up to hardliners
who have blocked his efforts at
reform.

“Unfortunately what
Khatami sees as his tolerance,
on the contrary was his ex-
treme weakness towards the
opponents of democracy,”
read part of a statement dis-
tributed by one pro-reform
student group at the meeting.

Khatami, visibly shaken
by the students’ anger, defend-
ed his record and criticised
powerful hardliners who have
jailed dissidents, closed news-
papers and rejected key re-
form bills.

A student (left) heckles President Mohammad Khatami
during a gathering at the University of Tehran. (Reuters)

“My period is going to be
over soon but I do not owe any-
one,” he said. “Those power-
seeking fanatics who ignored
the people’s demands and re-
sisted reforms, they owe me.
The ones who destroyed Iran’s
image in the world, they owe
me.”

Analysts say Khatami,
once seen by the West as a po-
tential leader of change in the
Islamic republic, is serving
out his final months as a virtu-
al political lame duck.

Conservatives opposed to
any watering down of Islamic
values and the clerical grip on
power are poised to regain the
presidency in elections next
year after taking control of
parliament in a vote in Febru-
ary this year.

At times applauded and at
others booed by the boisterous
crowd jammed into a lecture
theatre, Khatami lashed out
with uncharacteristic anger
when chants interrupted his
speech.

“Just stop it. I'will tell them
to throw you out,” he said.
“You are unable to tolerate
anything, even words,” he

said. Later he said that despite
restrictions on free speech in
Iran, where over 100 publica-
tions have been muzzled in the
last four years, the situation
was better than in many coun-
tries.

“There is no Third World
country where the students
can talk to their President and
criticise the government as
you do now.” He said he still
believed the path of reform
would succeed. “I really be-
lieve in this system and the
(1979 Islamic) revolution and
that this system can be devel-
oped from within,”

But for most present,
Khatami’s words merely un-
derlined the impotence of a
man whom they now view as
part of a system unwilling to ‘
accept real change.

“Khatami himself is re-
sponsible for the problems cre-
ated in the country,” said
Zahra, 19, a student of me-
chanical engineering. “He did
not behave properly.”

Student leaders, many of
whom have been jailed for tak-
ing part in pro-derhocracy
protests in recent yegrs, said
Khatami had failed t6 stand by
them.
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WILLIAM J. BROAD, DAVID E.
SANGER & ELAINE SCIOLINO
VIENNA, DECEMBER 2 - Q’L

NTERNATIONAL inspectors are

requesting access to two secret

Iranian military sites where intelli-

gence suggests that Tehran’s Min-
istry of Defence may be working on
atomic weapons, despite the agreement
that Iran reached this week to suspend its
production of enriched uranium, accord-
ing to diplomats here.

The inspectors at the International
Atomic Energy Agency base their suspi-
cions on a mix of satellite photographs in-
dicating the testing of high explosives, and
procurement records showing the pur-
chase of equipment that can be used for
enriching uranium, the diplomats said.
Both are critical steps in the develapment
of nuclear arms. I

ran has insisted its uranium enrich-
ment programme is entirely for civilian
nuclear energy production, but the areas

Weare
following
every
credible

piece of
| information:

IAEA Cwier
ELBarapE:

New York Times

the IAEA wants to visit are all located in
secure military bases. Traditionally, such
facilities are considered off-limits to the
TAEA. Weapons experts cautioned the
equipment purchases and other activities
could have non-nuclear purposes.

" Mohamed ElBaradei, the Director-
General of the IAEA, said here on
Wednesday he has repeatedly asked Iran

et Iran bas

es

foraooessto the two sites, bu notyet
been granted.

“We are following every credible
piece of information,” he said. Under-

standing the exact significance of what is

. happening at the two military sites is

“important”, he added. “We still have
work to do, a lot of work.”

He estimated that even with full Iran-
ian cooperation, it would take at least two
years to resolve all of the outstanding
questions surrounding the country’s nu-
clear programme. “We’re not rushing,” he
said. “It takes time.”

The deal the Europeans signed with
Iran was designed to defuse the most ur-
gent problem, Tehran’s enrichment of
uranium at civilian sites, which could have
given it quick access to the raw material
for making weapons. With that problem
at least temporarily under control, inspec-
tors and the US are now turning to the
question of whether Iran has a parallel
military nuclear programme that it has
not declared. —NYT
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" Gunmen kill senior

j;‘im Sunni

MOSUL, Nov. 22. — A se-
nior Sunni Muslim cleric
was killed today in a drive-
_ by shooting in Mosul,
medical sources said.

Gunmen in a vehicle
shot Sheikh Faidh Mo-
hammed Amin al-Faidhi
as he was leaving a place
of worship in Mosul’s Al-
Rifaq district around 9
a.m. (11.30 am. IST).

“The cleric was shot
four times, in his chest and
abdomen, and died shortly
after he was transferred to
hospital,” Dr Abdel Jab-
bar Mohammed, a doctor
at Medinat al-Teb Hospi-
tal, said. The cleric was a
member of the Council of
Muslim Scholars — the
top Sunni Muslim authori-
ty in Iraq — and the broth-
er of the organisation’s
spokesman in Baghdad,
Mohammed Bashar al-
Faidhi.

More bodies found
Four more bodies, at least
three of them Iraqi sol-
diers, were found in the
past 24 hours by the US

cleric in Mosul

W [ °
& Injured Iraqi man made

no movements: NBC scribe

BAGHDAD, Nov. 22. — The NBC journalist who
filmed the fatal shooting of an apparently injured and
unarmed Iraqi by a US Marine inside a Fallujah mosque
has written on his website that the wounded man made
no sudden movements before he was shot.

In a posting on his website dated yesterday, Kevin Sites,

. a freelancer on assignment for NBC, wrote that he didn’t

see the wounded Iraqi make any movement before the
Marine shot him but that only the Marine can explain his
mental state before the shooting. “Through my viewfinder
I can see him (Marine) raise the muzzle of his rifle in the
direction of the wounded Iraqi. There are no sudden
movements, no reacting or lunging,” Sites wrote. — AP

military in Mosul, a US ar-
my officer said today.

“We found them at 10
p.m., they had been dead
for at least a couple of
hours and their bodies set
against the sidewalk, shot in
the head and hands tied,”
Lt. Col. Michael Kurilla
said, adding that three of
them were confirmed as be-
ing Iraqi soldiers.

The bodies were found
near the Al-Yarmuk rou-
ndabout, an insurgent
stronghold in western Mo-
sul, and brought to 15 the
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nuniber of Iraqi soldiers
thought to have been exe-
cuted by rebels in Iraq’s
third largest city over the
past two days.
Bush applauds Iraq
debt pledge

US President George W
Bush has applauded the
decision by the so-called -
Paris Club of creditor na-
tions to slash 80 per cent
of the money Iraq owes
them, and urged non-
member countries to do
the same, a réport from
Santiago adds.
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Vienna, Nov. P2 (Reuters):
Iran today frozelsensitive nu-
clear work including uranium
enrichment in a move likely to
thwart US efforts to report the
Islamic state to the UN Securi-
ty Council for possible sanc-
tions.

The suspension was con-
firmed by Mohamed ElBa-
radei, head of the UN’s atomic
watchdog, the International
Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA). “I think pretty much
everything has come to a halt
right now,” ElBaradei told re-
porters in Vienna. “We’re just
trying to apply seals and make
sure everything has been
stopped,” he said.

Operations at the uranium
conversion facility at Isfahan
had also stopped, he said. The
suspension of processes that
could be used to develop nu-
clear weapons came into effect
today — just three days ahead
of a meeting of the IAEA
board to discuss Iran's case.

Washington accuses Iran
of developing  nuclear
weapons. It wants the JAEA
board to refer Iran to the Secu-
rity Council and sanctions im-
posed on Tehran for failing to
disclose a range of nuclear
work and facilities in the past.

But Iran — which says its
nuclear programme is geared
entirely to electricity genera-
tion, not bombs — last week
struck a deal with the EU to
avoid Security Council refer-
ral if it suspended all sensitive
nuclear work.

Tehran has said that thj

suspension wo d shi
lived. Hog er a del

Vi

26 on

leéar work

urged the Iranians to main-
tain it for the duration of the
IAEA inspection process.

“Ithink it's in Iran's inter-
est to maintain the suspension
while we are going through
the (inspections), while we are
trying to restore confidence
that the programme is for
peaceful purposes,” he said.

The EU hopes to persuade
Traf inthe coming months to
make the temporary suspen-
sion permanent by offering it
arange of economic and polit-
ical incentives. But it may still
refer Iran to the Security
Counecil if it goes back on the
deal, British foreign secretary
Jack Straw said.

A man works in the Isfahan
nuclear facility, 400 km
south of Tehran. (Reuters)
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‘Traq elections may be held in Jan

‘\

Escalating violence, Sunni boycott of polls may jeopardlse process
2

Associated Press %K
UNHGE®), November 20

X N\
IRAQ’S INTERIM government h;\g
“a good chance” of holding nation-
al polls by January 31, but voting
might be delayed if violence escala-
tes or SunniMuslims decide to boy-
cott, the country’s UN envoy says.

UN Ambassador Samir Sumaid-
aie told a news conference Friday
that the government plans on hold-
ing elections for a 275-member as-
sembly in the last week of January,
but “what happens in the next
weeks will be important.”

“The recent military operation
in Fallujah has been very positive
in removing a safe haven from the
terrorists,” he said. “We clearly
have reduced the ability of the ter-
rorists to launch an organised cam-
paign.” But in the run-up to the
election, Sumaidaie said the gov-
ernment will be closely watching
not just the security situation and
threats from militants, but political
developments.

He praised the Iragi people for
thwarting all attempts so far by
“terrorists” to create “sectarian
warfare or strife or civil war” be-
tween the majority Shiites and mi-
nority Sunnis. ““The government is
seriously engaging nationalist and

.. Sunni groups, to persuade them
to take part in the political pr-
ocess,” and is also “making every
effort” to persuade supporters of
“violent factions” to take part in
the election, he said.

Sumaidaie was asked whether a
Sunni boycott would threaten the
election by undermining its credi-
bility. “That’s righit,” he said. “If all
the Sunnis act as a bloc, you would
be right, but that’s unlikely. There
is no chance that there is a blanket
Sunni authority that says, ‘We shall
not take part in the election.’ I be-
lieve there are some Sunni groups
that have advocated this, but that is
by no means representative of the
general Sunni population.”

The Iragi ambassador said the
country was facing “a determined
challenge to derail the political
process” and was not helped by ac-
tions like the recent statement by 29
Saudi scholars supporting violence
and opponents of the government.

“This statement is used by the

AFP

Iragi National Guards and a US soldier carry a body, believed to be that of an Iragi soldier, in Mosul on Saturday.

terrorists in Iraq as justification for
their deeds,” he said. Nonetheless,
Sumaidaie said, “I believe we have
a good chance of still meeting the
(January) target” for elections. If ...
at that time it is determined that we
need a bit more time, then I think
the situation will be reviewed,” he
said. But at the moment, technical
preparations for the election are
moving forward “in a timely fash-
ion,” Sumaidaie said.

“The security situation is mov-
ing forward also and the political
situation is moving, and we hope
and trust that all these things will
converge and we will have the elec-
tions on time,” he said.

Irag’s interim government has
been pressing for the United Na-
tions to increase its international

staff ahead of elections, from the
current ceiling of 35. The ambassa-
dor said he believes it is being
raised to 59, and that “an increase is
in the pipeline.” Annan said last
month he wants to increase the
staff ahead of elections, but UN of-
ficials said they could not confirm a
second increase.
Police station attacked: Insur-
gents attacked a police station Sat-
urday in a Sunni Muslim neigh-
bourhood in Baghdad where US.
and Iraqi troops raided a major
mosque the day before in a crack-
down on Sunni militants. Iraqi offi-
cials were trying fo identify four de-
capitated bodies found in Mosul.
American and Iragi forces de-
tained 30 suspected guerrillas
overnight in Mosul, the US military

said today.

In western Baghdad, heavy fight-
ing broke out between gunmen and
Iraqi National Guards and Ameri-
can troops. Three Iraqi National
Guardsmen were killed by roadside
bombs in the same area, police said.

In the nearby Khadra area, two
US troops on patrol were injured
when a roadside bomb exploded
near their convoy, said policeman
Ali Hussein of the Khadra police
station. The US military had no im-
mediate confirmation of the inci-
dent. Insurgents also attacked a po-
lice station in northwestern Bagh-
dad with grenades.

US troops discovered four decap-
itated bodies during military oper-
ations to purge insurgents from the
northern city of Mosul.

Caught in
a triangle
of death

Associated Press
Baghdad, November 20

A PORTLY Shia cleric, Abu Qusai,
sheds his black robe for a training
suit and exchanges his white
turban for a baseball cap, an effort
to mask his identity for a risky trip
through what has become known
as the “triangle of death”.

The region has become a death
zone for many Shias, Westerners
and members of the Iragi security
services, many of whom have be-
come the victims of Sunni
insurgents and gunmen — some
who receive bounties of several
thousand dollars.

The triangle - formed by the
cities of Youssifiyah to the
northwest, Latifiyah to the south
and Mahmoudiya to the east -
holds the fastest routes from
Baghdad southward to the Shia
shrines in Najaf and Karbala. The
area is no less dangerous for for-
eigners than Fallujah and Ramadi.

French journalists Christian
Chesnot and Georges Malbrunot
disappeared on August 20 on their
way from Baghdad fo Najaf. They
are missing, though their Syrian
driver, Mohammed al-Joundi, was
found by US troops last week in
Fallujah. Two members of a Polish
TV crew were killed and a third
was wounded in an attack near
Mahmoudiya in May. Four months
earlier, two Iraqgis working for
CNN were shot and killed while
travelling through the same area.

Bayan Jaber of the major Shia
political party said, a week ago,
five Shias travelling to Najaf from
Diyala province near Iranian bor-
der were waylaid in the “triangle
of death” and shot. The attackers
demanded — and received —
$15,000 from their families to
return the bodies. Insurgent lead-
ers offer bounties for killing cer-
tain kinds: $1,000 for a Shia, $2,000
for an Iraqgi National Guard mem-

ber and $3,000 for an American. L
N e .
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But the Iragi insurgency is unbowed

S and such Iraqi forces close to them, are in occupation

of most of Fallujah, a long-time rebel stronghold. But
the “victory” can hardly be seen as -decisive which will
deliver a knockout blow to the insurgents. As things stand
now, in the kind of irregular guerrilla warfare that the
insurgents are staging they know that they will lose in any
direct confrontation with American forces. Their
gameplan, therefore, is not to have any central
headquarters but present a moving target while staging a
war of attrition.

This is not about the occupation of territory, but a form
of mobile warfare where the idea is to harass American
forces and their collaborators wherever vulnerable. And
this is what is happening — hundreds of fighters have
escaped Fallujah to regroup while rebel masterminds Abu
Musab al-Zargawi and Sheik Abdullah al-Janabi also got
away. Meanwhile, the insurgency has spread all over the
Sunni triangle in northern and central Iraq. Baghdad is
rocked by nightly explosions, including inside the heavily
fortified Green Zone. Even President Bush expects the
fighting to escalate, rather than die down, after the fall of
Fallujah.

All this fighting is in aid of elections supposed to be held
in January next year, the argument being that if there are
major no-go areas like Fallujah, the entire exercise will be
meaningless. But influential Sunni. clergymen have called
for a boycott of the elections in response to the assault on
Fallujah.

If the boycott holds and the Sunni Muslims don’t vote,
the results will be questionable anyway. Moreover, it is a
moot issue whether political authority will really be de-
volved to elected politicians; if that doesn’t happen, and
Americans continue pulling the strings, it will be back to
square one.

A couple of aspects about the insurgency seems to be
notable. One, according to Prime Minister Ayad Allawi
fighters from Syria, Saudi Arabia, Afghanistan and
Morocco are among the insurgents, which means that Irag
is becoming a magnet for international jihadists, just as
many feared.

In other words, President Bush, far from capturing
Osama bin Laden, is actually helping him to open up a
second front. Two, the insurgents are kidnapping or killing
those who collaborate with American troops in any way.
This can be an effective way of disrupting the logistics of
occupation forces, making it difficult for them to operate
in Iraq, while avoiding a head-on confrontation where the
odds would be in favour of American forces. Even Prime
Minister Allawi’s cousin has been kidnapped. The fall of
Fallujah doesn’t mean coalition forces have been able to
come up with an answer to such classic hit-and-run
gu rilla tactics.

THE STATESMAN
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And this’ll be called victory...

What can be more shocking than the image of a Marlne shoot g dead a wounded, unarmed
man sheltering in a mosque? Yet, a camera never tells the whole tale. Mujahideen regularly
boobytrap themselves when dying. SIMON JENKINS on the appalling cost of taking Fallujah

still deracinates.
The bangs and the
cries and the blood
suspend normal rea-
son and turn means into ends.
“We kill and break things,” says
a US Marine proudly. He goes
into Fallujah and does just that, [
cameras rolling. But then a sol-
dier is filmed killing an
unarmed man in cold blood g
and we are shocked. Horror
movie becomes reality. This is
not the moral script. Hey, sol-
dier, you shouldn’t have donc
that.

There are many things sol-
diers would be better not doing,
including going to Iraq in the
first place. They would be bet-
ter not putting cities to fire and
the sword and calling it “build-
ing democracy”. But America
wants it. Tony Blair and his &
Labour Party want it. Ia |
Vietnam, the  Auncricans
destroyed the village to save it.
In Iraq we destroy the city to
save it.

Tuesday’s image from
Fallujah of a Marine shooting a
wounded prisoner in a mosque
was indeed shocking. Yet, a
camera never tells the whole tale.
Mujahideen- regularly boobytrap
themselves when dying. Any move-
ment in an apparently inert body
could be an act of detonation. My
own instinct in this lethal context
might well be to shoot first and
consult the rules later. We put sol-
diers in this moral swamp and can
hardly complain when sometimes
the swamp overwhelms them.

The streets of Fallujah are not
Kentish Town police station, nor
was Abu Ghraib prison Worm-
wood Scrubs. Yet, these awful inci-
dents make an impact for being su-
ddenly so ordinary. We blank out
the use of cluster shells against vil-
lages and thousand pounders on
residential districts because the
resulting horror is beyond our ken.
It’s like a computer game. But we
recognise the abuse and killing of
unarmed prisoners. Such events
turn statistics into human beings. It
is the deed not the dead that
shocks us.

Nothing in Iraq has so illumined
the folly of this occupation as the
now completed suppression of
Fallujah. When Napoleon entered
Moscow in 1812 after the Battle of
Borodino, he was mystified. He too
found a city emptied of people. He
found buildings aflame on all sides.
There was no_enemy to admit
defeat and mG one to supply his
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“This city of

A boy with his belongings waits for his mother in Baghdad having fied the fighting in Fallujah. — AFP

troops. The Muscovites had simply
melted away, taking their food and
their pride with them. Napoleon
had conquered not an ¢mpire but a
desert, and that desert eventually
consumed his army and forced its
retreat.

The assault on Fallujah was
billed as the defining battle of the
war. The conquest would make
possible the January elections, tal-
isman of the entire occupation.
2,50,000 people, less
than an hour west of Baghdad on
the main Jordan road, was a base
for terror attacks throughout the
Sunni triangle. Without Fallujah
under control, it was argued, elec-
tions would be hopeless.

Yet, hopeless too must be the
holding of Fallujah. Such cities can-
not be subjugated by American
troops for any period of time. The
new Irag Army, virtually useless in
the assault. cannot take their place.
They would descrt en masse, as 400
reportedly did during the siege.
The only Iragi troops prepared to
fight the Sunnis are their sworn
enemies, the Kurdish peshmerga
irregulars. To leave them garrison-
ing Fallujah would be madness. As
for the repopulation of the city -
from which 90 per cert of citizens
are said to have fled - this will bring
back the serilias awl pet the
Americans under renervad w1izck.

‘t! hﬁ.E EL‘:*A...A.,,.ES, oy L

The Russian general, Kutusov,
called Moscow “the sponge that
will suck Napoleon dry”. Sunni
Iraq is taking on the same function
for the Americans. The insurgency
has now spread west, north and
east, to Ramadi, Mosul and
Samarra. Guerrillas supposedly
driven from Samarra in a furious
battle just two months ago are now
back. Aerial bombardment was this
week deployed against the small
town of Baquba just north of
Baghdad, with inevitable civilian
casualties. How long before the
battle for Baghdad resumes, and its
inhabitants again hear the drone of
spy planes and the roar of “shock
and awe”?

In this part of Iraq there is no
Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani to
call the al-Sadr bandits to order, as
in Najaf and Karbala. Fallujah may
have been destabilising the Sunni
triangle, but the manner of its sup-
pression will not restabilise it. It
will merely shift more of the vary-
ing geometry of power to the Mu-
jahideen and from the sheikhs and
local gangsters grown rich on steal-
ing “reconstruction” money. lyad
Allawi’s aides are talking openly
about the elections being impossi-
ble. This is the opposite of what
Fallujah was supposed to achieve.

Whether the Fallujah assault is
more counterproductive than the

rest of the neocon strategy for Iraq
is moot. Even the most ardent
interventionist must find its inepti-
tude astounding. The Pentagon’s
handling of the Sunnis seems
designed to ensure that they boy-
cott elections and thus speed the
break-up of Iraq.

The Sunnis were stripped of jobs
in the army, police and civil service.
Their pensions were stopped.
Local businesses were wrecked in a
tidal wave of imports. When 1 visit-
ed Fallujah a year ago, Westerners
could walk in the market and talk
to the shopkeepers. An election
was not inconceivable, though the
local police had been curiously
denied weapons or armour.

Today, Sunni Iraq is a no-go area
for Westerners. The main party has
said it will abandon the democratic
process. The Mujahideen may have
been driven out of Fallujah, but the
place is a ghost town and the cost
has been appalling, to the Marines,
to the town and to local people.
Peace, stability and democracy
seem as distant as ever. Forget the
invasion. It is the occupation that
has failed.

No statement about Iraq is more
absurd than that “we must stay to
finish the job”. What job? A dozen
more Fallujahs? The thesis that
leaving Iraq would plunge it into
anarchy and warlordism defies the

e e g

facts on the ground. Iraq south
of Kurdistan is in a state of
anarchy already, a land of sui-
1 cide bombings, kidnapping,
| hijackings and gangland may-
. hem. There is no law or order,
| no public administration or
police or proper banking. Its
| streets are Wild West. The
occupying force is entombed in
bases it can barely defend or
supply. Occasional patrols are
target practice for terrorists.
Iraq is a desert in which the
Americans and British rule
nothing but their forts, like the
| French Foreign Legion in the
Sahara.

It might sometimes be the
case that any country occupied
by British troops must, by defi-
nition, be better off with them
than without them. Not in Iraq.
Perhaps Britain alone (or even
| the excluded US - State
Department) might have led
| post-Saddam Iraq to a sort of
stability. That hope is gone.
¢ Iraq is world capital of terror-
§ ism, the creation of two leaders
% who promised the world that

would not be so. They have left

their soldiers as targets for
every killer in West Asia and
wrecked a nation in the process.

Nobody knows what is going to
happen in Iraq, certainly nobody in
any government. We can only pray
that George Bush will soon tire of
the killing and withdraw his troops
before his final term of office is
blighted by it. Britain can follow
meekly in his wake. Only then can
Iraq start its painful search for a
post-Saddam settlement, initially
with bloodshed, then probably with
partition. That is what happens
when strong men fall, as in
Yugoslavia.

Before then the Americans will
again have to declare a victory in
Fallujah and get out. Otherwise the
bloodshed will never stop. Fallujah
and the towns round it will be cen-
tres of hatred and violence against
the West until the West departs. Of
course most Iraqis want democra-
cy, like they want security. In 18
months of occupation, the West
has given them neither. Insofar as
anyone can tell, all but those in the
pay of the West want the West to
£o.

The aftermath is not our con-
cern. What Iraqis do next is their
business, because we have failed in
trying to make it ours. We are not
the subject of the Iraqi verb. The
subject is they. .

— The Times, London.
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Iraq aid worker

blindfolded and

shot by

Guardian News Service
Baghdad, November 17

THE FAMILY of Margaret Has-
san on Tuesday night accepted
that the aid worker taken
hostage by Iraqi insurgents a
month ago had probably been
murdered, after analysis of a
video which showed a masked
gunman shooting a blindfolded
woman in the head.

The video, which emerged a
week ago but was kept secret,
has been studied by experts,
and both British diplomats
and relatives of Hassan said
they now believed it showed
the 59-year-old and that she
had been killed.

Last night her brother,
Michael, and her sisters Deir-
dre, Geraldine and Kathryn
Fitzsimons said her murder
was “unforgivable”. “Our hea-
rts are broken,” they said in a
statement. “We have kept hop-
ing for as long as we could, but
we now have to accept that
Margaret has probably gone
and at last her suffering has
ended. Those who are guilty of
this atrocious act, and those
who support them, have no ex-
cuses. Nobody can justify this.
Margaret was -against sanc-
tions and the war.”

Her husband, Tahseen Ali
Hassan, said: “If she’s dead 1
want to know where sheissol
can bury her in peace.”

The Arabic television chan-
nel al-Jazeera said last night
that in the video the gunman
identified the woman as Has-
san. She wore an orange jump-
suit. “It shows a hooded per-
son pointing a pistol at the
head of a blindfolded woman
before shooting her,” said Ji-
had Ballout, the channel’s
spokesman. Unlike other
videos, there were no flags to
identify the militant group.

The station said yesterday
that it had received the video
six days ago and then called in
British diplomats to its head-
quarters in Doha, Qatar, to co-
nfirm its authenticity. It said it
would not broadcast the tape.
“We don’t show acts of killing,”
Ballout said. “We've never done

rebels
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A file photograph of Margaret
Hassan.

« Tony Blair's office said
in a statement: ‘The Prime
Minister sends his
sympathy to the family of
Margaret Hassan and
shares their abhorrence at
the cruel treatment of
someone who devoted so
many years of her life to
helping the people of iraq’

& irish PM Bertie Ahern
said the kidnappers
‘stand condemned by...
the entire international
community’

« UK foreign secretary
Jack Straw said: ‘To
kidnap and kill anyone is
inexcusable. But it is
repugnant to commit such
a crime against a woman
who has spent most of
her life working for the
good of the people of Iraq’

it before, outside war.”

It is not clear who Kkid-
napped Mrs Hassan. No claim
of responsibility has yet been
made. A series of videos has
been released, showing her
looking exhausted and plead-
ing for her life. In one, which
was not broadcast, she faints
and a bucket of water is ap-
parently thrown over her.
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Brace for new
battles: Zarqawi

Dubai: An audlotape on
an Islamist
website
purported-
iy from
Iraq’s most
wanted
man, Abu
Musab Al-
Zarqawi,

: has urged
his supporters to brace for
new battles against US
forces after the showdown
in Falluja.

“The enemy... has mo-
bilised most of its assets
and potential to destroy Is-
lam in Falluja. Once they
have finished in Falluja,
they will head towards
you,” the voice on the tape
released on Monday said,
urging insurgents to seize
the initiative.

“Be cautious and foil
their plan,” he said, in an

1mphc1t recognition that
the week-long battle in Fal-
1uja, the rebel hotspot west
of Baghdad, was virtually
lost for the insurgents un-
der US assault for the past
week. W @ ()

The message, posted on
http://hal595.527 Xrea.Co
m/ up/img/up092.Zip, was
addressed to “the heroes of
Baghdad and Al-Anbar”,
the province which is
home to Falluja, to “the Ii-
ons of Mosul” in northern
Iraq and the “lion cubs of
Diyala, Samarra and Sala-
hadin”.

“Enemies are avoiding
fighting us for fear of be-
ing dispersed and of a war
of attrition,” and “they are
weak and cannot widen the
battle,” it said, warning
that US forces would con-
front one insurgent strong-
hold after another. are
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Iran will not

enric ﬂr}mum
Vienna (A t| : Iran has no-

tified the UN nuclear watchdog
in writing that it will suspend
uranium nrichment and
linked activities to dispel suspi-
cions that it is trying to build

nuclear arms, diplo said
on Monday. N \ )
By its move, Iran appeared to

have dropped demands to modi-
fy a tentative deal worked out
on November 7 with European
negotiators, agreeing instead to
continue freezing enrichment
and also to suspend related ac-
tivities, diplomats said.

“Basically it’s a full suspen- |
sion,” said one of the diplo-
mats.. Washington has argued
that Iran’s enrichment activi-
ties are part of a nuclear arms
programme.

The diplomat said that Iran
had also fulfilled a key part of
the deal by formally informing
“he International Atomic Ener-

7 Agency of its decision. ar
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VIENNA, Nov. 14. — Iran asnotlﬁed
the UN nuciear watchdog in wntmg
that it will to suspend uranium enrich-
ment and linked activities to dispel sus-
picions that it is trying to build nuclear
arms, chplamats said today. ,

By its move, Iran appeared to have
dropped demands to modify a tentative
deal worked out on 7 November with,
European  negotiators,  agreeing
instead to continue freezing enrich-
ment and also to suspend related a&:tw—
ities, diplomats said. “Basically it’s
full suspension,” said one of the dipio-
mats, speaking on condition of
anonymity, “Its ‘what the Eumpaans
were looking for.”

Washington has argued that Itans
enrichment activities are part of a
nuclear arms programme. -

The diplomat said Iran had also fui-

filled a key part of the deal by formally

informing the UN nuclear watchdog
agency — the International Atomxc
Energy Agency — of its decision. — AP

THE STATESMAN



Pact reached W|th

Big-3 on

Tehran: Hopmg to avoid a
UN showdown, Iran and the
European Union’s three big
powers reached a prelimi-
nary agreement over
Tehran’s nuclear programme,
Iran’s chief negotiator said.

Meanwhile, lawmakers in
Iran’s conservative-dominat-
ed parliament pushed for a
bill banning the production
of nuclear weapons in a ges-
ture aimed at building more
international trust.

The preliminary agree-
ment worked out in Paris with
Britain, France and Germany
could be finalised in the next
few days, chief Iranian nego-
tiator Hossein Mousavian told
state-run Iranian Television

on N-issue; Iran

a

[Nve ﬁy\a'@

n Sunday from the French

apital, where talks wrapped
up on Saturday.

- If approved, the deal would
be a major breakthrough after
months of threats and negoti-
ations and could spare Iran
from being taken before the
UN security council, where
the United States has warned
it would seek to impose eco-
nomic  sanctions unless
Tehran gives up all uranium
enrichment activities, a tech-
nology that can produce nu-
clear fuel or atomic weapons.

The head of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy
Agency, Mohamed Elbaradei,
called the agreement “a step
in the right direction.” ap
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760-day eme

Associated ’Présé

BAGHDAD, Nov. 7. —
The government declared
a 60-day state of emergen-
cy throughout most of the
country today, as US and
Iraqi forces prepared for
an expected all-out assault
on rebels in Fallujah. In-
surgents escalated a wave
of violence that has killed
more than 50 people in the
past two days.

Heavy explosions were
heard in Baghdad as gov-
ernment spokesman Mr
Thair Hassan al-Nageeb
announced the state of
emergency over the entire
country except Kurdish
areas in the north. ¢

“It is going to be a cur-’

few. 1t is going to be so
many things, but tomor-
row the prime minister will
mention it,” he said.

Mr Al-Nageeb declined
to say whether the an-
nouncement signalled an
imminent attack on the in-
surgent stronghold Fallu-

jah, the statement came as

- —
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A US helicopter hovers over black smoke billowing from the Green
Zone in Baghdad on Sunday. — AFP

insurgents carried out a
second day of assaults in
central Iraq, attacking po-
lice stations, gunning
down government officials
and setting off bombs.

A car bomb exploded
near the Baghdad home of
Iraq’s finance minister, Mr
Adil Abdel-Mahdi, but
neither him nor any of his
family were in his house at
the time, the interior min-
istry said. The wave of vio-
lence sweeping the trou-
bled Sunni triangle north
and west of Baghdad, may

be aimed at relieving pres-
sure on Fallujah, where
about 10,000 American
troops are massing for a
major assault if Mr Allawi
gives the green light.

At dawn today, armed
rebels launched attacks
against police stations in
western Anbar province,
killing 22 people. At least
seven of those killed were
policemen. The attacks
came a day after insur-
gents in Samarra stormed
a police station, triggered
two suicide car bombs and

rgency in lraq

fired mortars at govern-
ment installations. Twen-
ty-nine people, were kil-
led, the US military said.
Forty others were injured.
Early today, Marines fired
a barrage of artillery at
rebel positions inside Fall-
ujah and clashed with in-
surgents killing at least 16.

The Al-Qaida affiliate
group of Abu Musab al-
Zarqawi claimed responsi-
bility for attacks in Samar-
ra, Ramadi and Baghdad.

The claims could not be
verified, but US officials
believe al-Zargawi’s group
uses Falluyjah as a base. US
intelligence estimates
there are about 3,000 in-
surgents dug in behind
booby traps in Fallujah.

“] cannot claim that
entering Fallujah will end
the terrorist attacks in
Iraq,” Irag’s national secu-
rity adviser, Mr Qassem
Dawoud, told Al-Arabiya
TV. “But 1 can say that we
will deal with a very big
pocket of terrorism and
we will uproot it.” -




Shirin  Ebadi
has sued the
United States
S} because its eco-

f nomic embargo
on Iran is block-
mg publication
of her memoirs in America, a
literary agency said on
Wednesday.

Iranian human rights lawyer
Ebadi said she wanted to write a
book for a US and international
audience about her life and ca-
reer “as a woman, a mother and
alawyer living and working in a
country that confronts many
human rights problems.”

The suit filed by Ebadi and
the Strothman Agency seeks to
strike down US Treasury De-
partment regulations reguiring
a license to publish authors
from embargoed countries such
as Iran—anation dubbed in 2002
as part of the ‘axis of evil’ by
President Bush along with Iraq
and North Korea.

“The ... regulations seem to

defy the values of free expres- |

sion and exchange of ideas, the
US promotes,” Ebadi said in her
suit.

She has completed a draft of
the book in Farsi but needs the
help of an agent and editor in
America to translate and re-
write it for international read-
ers. But Office of Foreign Assets
Control rules are blocking her
from signing a contract with the
Boston-based Strothman
Agency, which wants to repre-
sent her and negotiate with pub-
lishers on her behalf,

Ebadi was Iran’s first female
judge until she was forced to
step down after the revolution.
She has continued to fight for
human rights, especially for
women and children, under
Iran’s hardline Islamic govern-
ment.

“The book would give Ameri-
can readers a greater under-
standing of Iranian society and
of the determination of one
woman to seek justice in a soci-
ety win which it is difficult for
women to achieve influence in
public affairs,” Ebadi said. reuters
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/ sDeputy governor of
Baghdad shot dead

Baghdad. A deputy governor of
Baghdad, Hassam Kamel Abdel Fat-
tah, was shot dead by unknown as-
sailants in the southern district of
Dora on Monday; Iraq’s interior min-
istry said. “He was travelling to work
by car at about 7:47 am. when un-
known assailants gunned him
down,” said ministry spokesman Ad-
nan Abdul Rahman.

Two bodyguards were also injured
in the ambush, which occurred not
far from Fattah’s home, he said.

High-profile political figures and
other people in authority are fre-
quently targeted by insurgents who
are bent on undermining the US-

Meanwhile, a brigade of fresh US
troops arriving in Baghdad will push
the total US troop presence in the cap-
ital to around 40,000 by Monday, as
planners prepare for the coming as-
sault on insurgent hotspots to the West
and the Iraqi elections in January

Army units that were slated to de-
part are being held back until after
the elections, causing the overall
number of US troops in Iraq to swell
to around 1,42,000, the highest level
since the summer of 2003.

At camp Victory North, the sprawl-
ing headquarters of the army’s 1st
Cavalry division, the mess hall and
housing trailers are brimming to ca-

backed interim gov-
ernment and wreak-
ing havoc in the run
up to elections prom-
ised by January.

A senior Iraqi diplo-
mat was shot dead last
Wednesday while walk-
ing home from Irag’s
foreign ministry by un-
known attackers who
at first tried to kidnap
him. Qusay Mehdi was
Irag’s charge d’affaires
to the United Arab Emi-
rates from June 2003
until last month and
had been working at
the foreign ministry
waiting his next assign-
ment.

17 killed in
Tikrit
Tikrit: Seventeen Iraqis
were killed and eight
wounded when two mor-
tars slammed into a hostel
used by workers at a local
factory in Tikrit, 180 km
north of Baghdad, officials

said on Monday.

The shells had been in-
tended for a nearby US base,
but missed their target, said
police Colonel Ibrahim
Jaburi, adding that it was
the second time the hostel
had been hit by mistake. are

pacity with the arrival
of the 3,700-member
Louisiana-based 256th
enhanced separate
brigade, A National
Guard unit that has
been rolling into Bagh-
dad over the past few
days. The arrival of
the 256th was supposed
to have been timed
with the departure of
the 1st Cavalry’s 2nd
Brigade, which was
scheduled to prepare to
return to Fort Hood,
Texas in November
But the Pentagon de-
layed the 2nd Brigade’s
departure by two
months, military offi-

cials said. agencies /




DAVID E. SANGER

Washington, Oct. 27: White
House officials reasserted yes-
terday that 380 tons of power-
ful explosives may have disap-
peared from a vast [raqi mili-
tary complex while Saddam
Hussein controlled Iraq, say-
ing a brigade of American sol-
diers did not find the explo-
sives when they visited the
complex on April 10, 2003, the
day after Baghdad fell.

But the unit’s commander
said in an interview yesterday
that his troops had not
searched the site and had
merely stopped there
overnight.

The commander, Colonel
Joseph Anderson, of the Sec-
ond Brigade of the army’s
101st Airborne Division, said
he did not learn until this
week that the site, Al Qaqaa,
was considered sensitive, or
that international inspectors
had visited it before the war
began in 2003 to inspect explo-
sives that they had tagged dur-
ing a decade of monitoring.

Colonel Anderson, who is
now the chief-of-staff for the
division and who spoke by
telephone from Fort Camp-
bell, Kentucky, said his troops
had been driving north toward
Baghdad and had paused at Al

"Fresh t
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Fahrenheit 9/ 11 director Michael Moore and actor
Roseanne Barr at an anti-Bush rally in Toledo, Ohio. (AFP)

Qaqgaa to make plans for their
next push.

“We happened to stumble
onit,” he said. “I didn’t know
what the place was supposed
to be. We did not get involved
in any of the bunkers. It was
not our mission. It was not our
focus. We were just stopping
there on our way to Baghdad.
The plan was to leave that very
same day. The plan was not to
go in there and start search-
ing. It looked like all the other
ammunition supply points we

had seen already.”

What had been, for the
colonel and his troops, an un-
remarkable moment during
the sweep to Baghdad took on
new significance this week,
after The New York Times,
working with the CBS News
programme 60 Minutes, re-
ported that the explosives at
Al Qagaa, mainly HMX and
RDX, had disappeared since
the invasion.

President Bush’s aides
said that because the soldiers

twist to missing arms

1. \O

had found no trace of the miss-
ing explosives on April 10,
they could have been removed
before the invasion. At the
Pentagon, a senior official, ac-
knowledged that the timing of
the disappearance remained
uncertain.

The official suggested that
the material could have van-
ished while Saddam was still
in power, sometime between
mid-March, when the interna-
tional inspectors left, and
April 3, when members of the
Third Infantry Division
fought with Iraqis inside Al
Qagaa. At the time, it was re-
ported that those soldiers
found a white powder that was
tentatively identified as explo-
sives.

The 101st Airborne Divi-
sion arrived April 10 and left
the next day. The next record-
ed visit by Americans came on
May 27, when Task Force 75 in-
spected Al Qaqaa, but did not
find the large quantities of ex-
plosives that had beén seen in
mid-March by the internation-
al inspectors. By then, Al
Qagaa had plainly been looted.

Colonel Anderson said he
did not see any obvious signs
of damage when he arrived on
April 10, but that his focus was
strictly on finding a secure
place to collect his troops.
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Dubai, Oct. 22 (Reuters):
British-Iraqi hostage Mar-
garet Hassan made an emo-
tional appeal for British forces
to withdraw from Iraqg, in a
videotape broadcast on Arabic
television channel Al Jazeera
today.

“Please help me, please
help me,” Hassan, who works
for aid agency Care Interna-
tional, was shown saying
while crying. “This might be
my last hour.”

The appeal came as British
troops prepared to move near-
er Baghdad ahead of an ex-
pected US-led offensive
against rebels before January
elections.

“Please, the British people,
ask Mr Blair to take the troops
out of Iraq and not to bring
them here ... That's why people
like Mr Bigley and myself are
being caught,” she said, refer-
ring to British hostage Ken-
neth Bigley, who was decapi-
tated by his captors earlier
this month.

“I don't want to die like
Bigley,” Irish-born Hassan ap-
pealed, before burying her
head in her hands in tears.

Al Jazeera did not say how
it obtained the tape, nor name
the group holding Hassan,
who has lived in Iraq for 30
years and also has Iraqi citi-
zenship. She was kidnapped in
Baghdad on Tuesday.

Care International is one
of the world’s largest inde-

| pendent global relief and de-

velopment organisations and
works in Irag on primary
health care and water proj-
ects.

cries
help

DAl

v e

A TV image of Margaret
Hassan on Friday. (Reuters)

Dozens of foreigners have
been kidnapped in Iraq. At
least 32 have been killed.

Hassan is the eighth for-
eign woman to have been kid-
napped in Iraq since April.
The others, including two Ital-
ian aid workers held for three
weeks in September, have
been released.

The video surfaced the day
after Britain announced it
would move 850 troops from
their relatively safe base in
south Iraq to a more hostile
area near Baghdad to relieve
US troops.

British defence secretary
Geoff Honn said the redeploy-
ment requested by the US

would last“ys rather than
months /
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DELHI AND TEHERAN
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ussian foreign ministex
Rgergei Lavrov visited India
etween 8 and 10 October
and Iran on 10-11 October while
his itinerary also included a stop
in Kyrgyzstan. Understandably,
this route is convenient from the
geographical viewpoint. How-
ever, there is also a political
aspect to it: there is a range of
issues where the role of India
and Iran is equally important to
Russia. These are nuclear pow-
ers, engineering and energy re-
sources, i.e., spheres where Rus-
sian business has indisputable
advantages.

In fact, it is safe to say that
while the word combination
“Iran and the atom” sounds as
ominous for the USA as the
phrase “India and the atom” did
in 1998 in the wake of Delhi’s
and Islamabad’s nuclear tests,
for Russia (and India), Iran is a
close neighbour and welcome
partner. This is the key idea run-
ning through “the energy tria-
logue” of these states.

Nuclear power

Delhi and Teheran have prob-
lems, although they are diffe-
rent, with the international
nuclear non-proliferation
regime, which many powers are
patently trying to connect with
other countries’ right to nuclear
power engineering. This means
Russia also has problems.

For Moscow, as it is working
on nuclear power engineering
contracts in both countries (Bus-
hehr and Kudankulam), it is ex-
tremely important that Teheran,
without any grudges, patiently
and within the set time-limits —
before 25 November — answers
all the IAEA’s remaining questi-
ons, as required by the latest
resolution of this organisation’s
board of governors.

The author is a political analyst
associated with Ria Novosti
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Russia's Neighbours And Partners

By DMITRY KOSYREV

This is important for Russia
because its nuclear cooperation
with Iran may only be based on
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty, in particular, on Article
4, under which all nuclear states
must give assistance to other sta-
tes in developing nuclear power
engineering.

Relations with India may not

be based on this treaty, as it is
not a signatory. However, Russia
believes it necessary to comply
with its obligations as part of the
Nuclear Planning Group under
which feedstock to states that
are not signatories to the Non-
Proliferation Treaty may only be
supplied to maintain power sta-
tions” accident-proof work.

A shame

For this and several other
technical considerations, Mos-
cow may continue work on Ku-
dankulam projects. However, if
everything remains as it is,
Moscow will have the right to

build as many nuclear power sta-
tions as it likes in Iran, but none
in India. And this is naturally a
great shame.

A simple question arises: why
doesn’t Russia toss the fettering
nuclear non-proliferation re-
gime overboard? India and Pak-
istan highlighted its deficiencies
by finding ways to de facto join

the nuclear club quite legally.
Why not use our advantages in
nuclear technologies, which are
deliberately being blocked by
rivals using international legal
mechanisms?

We should not only do this be-
cause too many other countries
want to follow the example of
India and Pakistan. It is just that
now there is a chance, together
with the majority of the leading
states, to change, almost without
conflict, the whole obsolete non-
proliferation regime. Several
conferences and other meetings
on this vital subject will be held
in 2005. The USA, which is
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concerned over a host of poten-
tial terror scenarios in this field.
could meet India halfway in ma-
ny respects. For its part, India
could help its neighbour and
partner Iran to integrate into
international cooperation in
this field, with Russia’s full
support.

Apart from that, Russia, Iran
and India could jointly imple-
ment plans to develop Afghanis-
tan, especially now that the poli-
tical settlement process is over
there, and many powers have no-
thing more to offer to Afghanis-
tan, which will remain a poor
state with an economy based on
drug production.

Gas pipes

Lastly. Russia and Iran should
play a special role in accelerating
the economic development of
the whole of South Asia. The
point at issue is a project that the
Russian leaders consider to be
highly profitable and important:
Gazprom’s (Russia’s leading gas
company) potential participa-
tion in the organisation of
natural gas supplies from Iran
to India through a gas
mainline.

This undoubtedly major con-
tract is sure to bring great pro-
fits. However, it will hardly be
possible to lay pipes along the
bottom of the sca: hence, they
must pass through Pakistan. This
requires a new level of trust
between Dethi and Islamabad,
as pipes arc a far more convin-
cing proof of good intentions
than any declaration.

Therefore, apart from India
and Pakistan, two considerable
regional powers — Iran and
Russia — may turn out to be
economically interested in the
ongoing reconciliation process
between the two old enemies.
This also speaks volumes about
their current and future roles in
South Asia.



INSURGENCY IN IRAQ
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he situation in Iraq is fast
Tworsemng The US secre-
tary of state, Collin Powell,
bas now admitted that a civil war

"in the country followed by its

break-up in three parts on sec-
tarian lines is a distinct pos-

, sibility. A National Intelligence

estimate on Iraq, which CIA
gave the White House in July,
points to a similar disturbing
scenario.

Even 16 months after the war
in Iraq, insurgency is spreading.
Attacks on multinational forces
continue unabated. The US de-
fence department counted 87
attacks per day on US forces in
August, the worst monthly ave-
rage since May 2003. US forces
are now being attacked across a
wider area of Iraq than ever be-
fore.

More than 1,000 members of
America’s armed forces have
been killed in Iraq since the
invasion. The Iragqi civilian death
rate, thought hard to estimate,
has also risen sharply. At least
11,700 are thought to have died
since the fall of Saddam
Hussein.

Symbol of defiance

There is emergence of Atta-
whid-wal-Jihad (unity and Holy
war), a militant group linked to
Abu-Mousad-al-Zarqawi, a Jor-
danian with al-Qaeda links. He
has now become the most dread-
ed terrorist in Iraq and a symbol
of defiance. Zarquawi’s men
were responsible for numerous
terrorist attacks on Iraqi civilians
and security forces as well as
kidnappings of foreigners. They
initially used Fallujah as their
base of operations but now have
consolidated their grip even in
parts of Baghdad. On 14 Sep-
tember alone, the insurgents kil-
led at least 59 Iragqis, including
47 in a car bombing outside a
Baghdad police station. Lately,
the insurgents are targeting Iraqi
police.

A number of well-trained
suicide attacks and ambushes on
police and recruits had taken a
heavy toll. Iraq’s ministry of inte-
rior says more than 600 serving
policemen have been killed in
the past year, though the num-
ber may be even higher. Insur-
gents are also inducing police to
change sides and planting moles
inside the force.

Further, kidnapping of forei-
gners shows no sign of abating.
Since April, at least 137 have
been kidnapped of whom 28
have been killed, 29 are still
being held, and 60 have been
freed or have escaped. The sta-
tus of the rest remains unknown.

The author is senior fellow at the
Institute of Social Sciences, New
Delhi and former director-general,
Human Rights Commission

The radical Islamic group owing
allegiance to al-Zarqawi recently
beheaded two American civil
contractors, who were kidnap-
ped from an area in Baghdad,
otherwise considered secure. It
is reported that Zarqawi’s wil-
lingness to sanction terrorist at-
tacks indiscriminately against
the civilians is creating splits am-

ong various rebel groups. Na-
tionalist guerrillas, as reported
in Time (27 September 2004) are
against the killing of innocent
Iraqis and fear that insurgency is
being taken over by well-funded
foreign jihadis aligned to al-
Qaeda.

US forces are now trying des-
perately to train the Iraqis for
the thankless job of maintaining
public order. They plan to raise
the strength of security forces
from 95,000 to 200,000 by next
year. But the insurgents are also
recruiting and their ranks are in-
creasingly getting swelled. De-
fence secretary Donald Rums-
field once referred to America’s
enemies in Iraq as “dead-en-
ders” and the Pentagon then
maintained that the number of
insurgents would not exceed
5,000. And now it is conceded by
Pentagon officials that there are
dozens of regional cells that
could mobilise as many as 20,000
fighters.

“No-go areas”

Another point is that, among
the American forces, gunshot
casualties have mounted sharply.
Now ambushes are regularly ta-
king place and the insurgents are
taking up guns and risking fights
with the foreign forces. Counter-
insurgency experts describe this
as a second phase of the insur-
gency, replacing the first phase
known as the recruitment phase

where insurgents’ operations are
mainly confined to acts of
sabotage.

Further, a number of areas in
Iraq are becoming insurgents’
enclaves and “no-go areas” for
the coalition forces. Lt. General
Thomas Metz, the American
overall commander in Iraq,
admitted that the country has

three no-go areas — Sadr city,
Fallujah and Samarra, a Sunni
town, north of Baghdad. In the
Sunni triangle cities of al Ra-
mad, Baquba and Samarra, con-
trol seems to ebb and flow from
week to week. The insurgents
are following what the experts
call “inkblot strategy” i.e. to take
control of several towns and
villages and expand outward till
the areas merge. Not surpris-
ingly, these no-go and tread-
very-lightly zones offer bases for
insurgent fighters including sui-
cide bombers to prepare terror
attacks on Iraqi and foreign
civilians.

Again the Shia slums of Bagh-
dad remain under the control of
the turbulent cleric, Muqtada-al-
Sadr and his militia. The interim
government of Prime Minister
Iyad Allawi has failed to subdue
the fire-breathing cleric. His
Madhi army has not handed
over the weapons as demanded
by the government.

Though many Iraqis disparage
Sadr’s movement and view his
followers as a mob of jobless
young men Sadr enjoys wide
support in the vast north-eastern
Shia slums of Baghdad. Sadr has
demanded swift withdrawal of
foreign forces and his followers
are negotiating for the entire
district to be declared a “no-go”
area for the Americans.

Sadrists are of the view that
elections are impossible under
foreign occupation. The two es-

\A \ No nght At The End Of The Tunnel + A0

tablished Shia parties, the Sup-
reme Council for Islamic Revo-
lution in Iraq and Dawa party,
detest the Sadrists, but do not
want a confrontation with them
because of the rising popularity
of Sadr.

In this deadly atmosphere it
will be difficult to hold the
promised parliamentary election
in the month of January. The
Prime Minister Iyad Allawi and
American officials insist that the
promised election is possible,
though not everywhere in the
country.

It will be difficult if not
impossible to hold the elections
in the “no-go” areas where even
the police take orders from the
insurgents. But the imponder-
able issue is the reaction of the
radical Shia leader Mugqtada-al-
sadr, if his followers are blocked
from voting in the Shia slums
north-east of Baghdad control-
led by him.

At present he has agreed in
principle to opt for party politics
instead of armed insurgency but
he may change his stance and
switch to armed confrontation
and make things difficult for the
Americans and the interim
government relying on the fire
power of the US troops.

Short-lived joy

Though ordinary Iraqis hate
the insurgents, they hold the
Americans responsible for creat-
ing the whole mess. When three
months ago, Iraqi troops and the
multinational forces pulled out
of Samarrah, and the insurgents
took over, the people celebrated
in the streets. But their joy was
short-lived. When the insurgents
unleashed violence and destruc-
tion, they begged Allawi’s gov-
ernment to send help.

The situation is further convo-
luted by the subtle role Iran is
playing. US intelligence officials
are of the view that Iran is
extending covert support to al-
Sadr. Iraq is of vital strategic in-
terest to Teheran and it does not
want massive American troops

‘to remain so close at hand.

Iran is thus defending itself in
Iraq and hopes that Iragi Shias
who constitute the majority
would  gradually gravitate
towards Iran.

The escalating violence in Iraq
clearly shows that the US mili-
tary is not trained or organised
to fight insurgencies. In fighting
insurgency in Iraq, America is
now again paying the price. It
thus seems that Iraq’s troubles
are unlikely to diminish. The
American plan is to retake cities
and pockets now under the con-
trol of the insurgents and install
a credible civil administration
before the election. At present
that appears to be a difficult and
daunting task.
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Iraqgi

forces raid
o Ramadi o
'~ mosques

BAGHDAD, OCT. 12. Iraqi forces
backed by U.S. soldiers and Ma-
rines raided mosques on Tues-
day in the resistance stronghold
of Ramadi and detained a
prominent cleric following
fierce clashes that hospital offi-
cials said killed at least four per-
sons.

U.S. aircraft also rocketed a
mosque northwest of Ramadi
on Monday after militants
opened fire from there on U.S.
Mar- the U.S. command
said. -2ven mosques target-
ed in Ramadi are suspected of
supporting militants through a
range of activities, including
harbouring them , storing illegal
weapons caches, promoting vi-
olence and encouraging resist-
ance recruitment, the
command said.

‘Cowboy behaviour’

Sheikh Abdul-Aleim Saadi,
the provincial leader of the in-
fluential Association of Muslim
Scholars, was detained at Mo-
hammed Aref Mosque, his rela-
tives and followers said.

Angry residents accused
Americans of disrespecting the
sanctity of city mosques. “This
cowboy behaviour cannot be
accepted,” said cleric Abdullah
Abu Omar of the Ramadi
Mosque. “The Americans seem
to have lost their senses and
have gone out of control.”

The 1st Marine Division said
the raids followed a pattern of
resistance activity in and
around Ramadi mosques in re-
cent weeks. “The 1st Marine Di-
vision respects the religious and
cultural significance represent-

ed by mosques,” it said in a
statement. “However, when
militants violate the sanctity of
the mosque by using the struc-
ture for military purposes, the
site loses its protective status.”

The raids followed two days
of clashes in the city, a Sunni
militant stronghold 113 km west
of Baghdad.

Turkish hostages freed

Meanwhile, Turkey’s Foreign
Minister confirmed on Tuesday
in Ankara that 10 Turkish hos-
tages had been freed by kidnap-
pers in Iraq. He said the 10
employees of the Turkish con-
struction company VINSAN
were released and that their
families were notified of their
release.

A Foreign Ministry official
speaking on condition of ano-
nymity, said the workers arrive
in the Baghdad office of
VINSAN company on Tuesday
morning and met Turkish Em-
bassy officials. Al-Jazeera televi-
sion had reported the release of
the 10 hostages on Sunday but
the announcement was the first
confirmation that they were
free.

Bigley’s body found

The body of the British engi-
neer Kenneth Bigley, killed by
his kidnappers last week after
three weeks in captivity, was
dumped just south of Baghdad
on Friday, sources close to the
resistance said today. Bigley
(62), was beheaded by followers

‘of the Jordanian militant Abu

Musab al-Zarqawi on Thursday.
— AP/Reuters
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An lrayl woman carries a Barnau rifle to hand It over ata
coliection point in Sadr City in Baghdad on Tuesday. Radical
cleric Mogtada Sadr's milliamen were handing thelr
weapons in an initiative to end the revol, — AFP

UNHQ. Oct. 12, — In an alarming development,
high-precision equipment and materials which
could be used for making nuclear bombs have dis-
appeared from some Iragi facilities, the United
Nations watchdog agency has said.

The equipment includes milling machines, turn-
ing machines and electron beam welders which, if
in wrong hands, can be used for making deadly
weapons for both military and civilian purposes.

“The disappearance of such equipment and
material may ﬁe of proliferation signiticance, any
State having information about the location of
these items should inform the Vienna based In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agency,” IAEA said
in a letter to the Security Council yesterday.

After Saddam Hussein was ousted, many Iraqi
facilities were looted. Some materials, including

quipment for making
nukes missing in

Iraq

Turkish company not to pull out

BAGHDAD, Oct. 12. — The chairman of a Turkish
construction company whose employees were re-
leased by kidnappers sald today that his firm will not
withdraw from lraq because it was unclear whether
the abductions were politically motivated.

Ten employess of the Turkish firm VINSAN were
freed by their abductors and arrived at the Turkish
embassy in Baghdad. All were sald to ba In good
health. “We will not withdraw from Iraq,” Mr Ali Haydar
Veziroglu, VINSAN board chairman, said at his Bagh-
dad office, citing uncertainty about whether the kid-
nappers wers Iinsurgents or criminais. — AP

missile engines, were found in junkyards of Iraq’s
neighbours. But IAEA said equipment and mate-
rials which are considered potentially useful in
making a nuclear bomb have not been located.
IAEA has no inspectors on the ground and its
assessment is apparently based on satellite ima%e-
1y. The satellite imagery shows the entire build-
ings housing high precision equipment that could
help a terror group in making nuclear bombs in a
dismantled state. But diplomats say it is unclear
whether the equipment has moved to new sites
within Iraq or has been taken outside the country.
IAEA director-general Mohamed ElBaradei has
said Iraq is expected to declare semi-annually
changes that have occurred or are foreseen at sites
deemed relevant by the agency. But since March
2003, it has received no such report, The imagery

~shows in many instances the entire building that

housed high precision equipment being dismantled
am_ccll equi n;ent from the storage area removed, he
said, —

Security forces raid Ramadi
Iraqi forces backed by US soldiers and Marines
raided mosques in the insurgent stronghold of
Ramadi early today and detained a prominent
cleric following fierce clashes that hospital offi-
cials said killed at least four people, AP adds from

Ramadi, /
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Iran geﬁes UN, gets s nuke-ready

Reuters
Vienna, October

TRAN SAID on Wednesday it
had processed several tons
of raw “yellowcake” urani-
um to prepare it for enrich-
ment — a process that can
be used to make atomic
weapons — in defiance of
the UN nuclear watchdog.

Iran’s President said Te-
hran would not give in to
foreign pressure aimed at
stopping what he said was a
peaceful nuclear energy pr-
ogramme, but which the US
says is a covert scheme ai-
med at building bombs.

A spokeswoman for the
UN International Atomic En-

ue VD

ergy Agency (IAE ) sa1d the
uranium processing was be-
ing closely monitored by the
TIAEA to ensure that nothing
would be diverted for weapo-
ns purposes. “The uranium
conversion is being conduct-
ed under the supervision of
the TAEA,” spokeswoman
Melissa Fleming said.

It was unclear how much
processed uranium had
been produced so far, though
Iran’s chief delegate to the
IAEA, Hossein Mousavian,
indicated the amount was
not large. “It is an experi-
mental process and we have
not entered the industrial
phase,” Mousavian said.

“A few tons of the 37 tons

_of yellowcake have been con-

verted under the full super-
vision of the JAEA and com-
pletely within the framework
of its safeguards,” he said.

Iran’s uranium conver-
sion plant at Isfahan in-
tends to process a total of 37
tons of yellowcake, which
experts say could be en-
riched into material for up
to five atomic weapons.

The TAEA has installed
monitoring cameras at Isfa-
han to oversee the produc-
tion of uranium hexafluo-
ride, the feed material for
centrifuges used in enrich-
ment. “They (the TAEA)
were aware that the produc-
tion had begun,” a diplomat

close to the IAEA said.

The diplomat said the
production began around 10
days ago.

Mousavian said the over-
sight was intense, with the
agency making certain that
“each milligram of the used
yellowcake (is) under the
IAEA’s watch and supervi-
sion.” Tehran had original-
ly promised France, Ger-
many and Britain in Octo-
ber 2003 that it would sus-
pend its entire enrichment
programme and all related
activities. While it has yet to
enrich any uranium, Iran
never entirely froze the pro-
gram and recently resumed
key parts of it.

—




Agence France-Presse
Tehran, October 5

IRAN NOW has ballistic
missiles with a range of
2,000 km, powerful former
President Akbar Hashemi
Rafsanjani said.

“Today, we have the power
to send our missiles up to
2,000 km, and experts know
that once a country has made
such a step, all further steps
are accessible,” Rafsanjani
was quoted by the state news
agency IRNA as saying at a
conference on “Space and
National Security”.

Steady progress made by
Iran’s ballistic missile pro-
gramme is a source of con-
cern to the international
community, adding to wor-
ries about the country’s nu-
clear activities, which Teh-
ran insists are peaceful.

On August 11, Iran tested
an upgraded version of its
Shahab-3 missile. Previous
figures had put the missile’s
range at between 1,300 and
1,700 km, already bringing
arch-enemy Israel well
within range.

Tollowing the latest test,
Israeli news reports put the
range of the new Shahab-3
— believed to be based on a
North Korean design — at
2,000 km. “We have today
the ballistic technology and
if we had not limited our
progress, we would have
been even more advanced,”
Rafsanjani said.

“With this ballistic power,
we can today speak of an in-
dependent satellite launch
and we should seek the tech-
nology to make our own
satellites,” he added, saying
Iran “was at the door of the
club of country’s having
satellite technology”.

During a military parade
last month, Iran showed off
its range of ballistic missiles
draped in banners vowing to
“crush America” and “wipe

Y

Israel off the map”. “The Sh-
ahab-3 missiles, with differe-
nt ranges, enables us to dest-
roy the most distant targets,”
said an official commentary
accompanying the parade.
While the country has an-
nounced it has upgraded the
Shahab-3, it has denied it is

o V7

ran hikes missile range

Wi 1%

W Wx@ gw"
Targets 2,000 km away can be hit in a moment

working on a Shahab-4 — a
device that would involve a
two-stage propulsion sys-
tem and bring European
capitals within range.

But last week the govern-
ment said it was being de-
liberately ambiguous over
its missile capability, cur-

rently a topic of intense
speculation following fresh
tests and the introduction of
a “strategic” device. Iran
says the Shahab-3 is simply
a deterrent, while Israel
charges that the Islamic
state could have a nuclea
warhead by 2007.

/
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23 PALESTINIANS, 3 ISRAELIS KILLED IN GAZ

First Israeli incursion

| | va

JEBALIYA REFUGEE
CAMP (Gaza), Sept. 30.
— For the first time in
four years of fighting,
Israeli troops pushed deep
into the largest Palestinian
refugee camp today after a
Palestinian rocket killed
two preschoolers in an
Israeli border town.

Twenty-three  Palesti-
nians were killed by army
fire and at least 108 wound-
ed, the highest single-day
Palestinian casualty count
in 30 months. Three Israelis
— two soldiers and a
woman jogging in a Jewish
settlement — were killed
by Palestinians.

Also today, Israel’s
defence minister decided
after consultations with
army commandérs” to

widen the military cam-
paign and send more
troops to Gaza, a security
official said on condition
of anonymity. The plan for
a large-scale operation
was to be presented to
Prime Minister Mr Ariel
Sharon and his inner
Cabinet later in the day.
The heaviest fighting
today raged in the Jebaliya
refugee camp, just north of

Gaza City. The Israeli raid

began this morning with
armoured vehicles driving
into the camp of more than
100,000 under cover of
heavy machine gun fire.
Dozens of masked
Palestinian gunmen fired
at the tanks, and hundreds
of residents rushed into
the streets, many throwing
stones. Some of the gun-
men were seen laying
booby traps, while several

.relatively

children tried to climb
onto tanks.

In the deadliest inci-
dent, an Israeli tank fired
a shell toward a group of
Palestinian gunmen,
killing at least seven peo-
ple and wounding 23,
many of them critically
with loss of limbs. Israeli
bulldozers also demol-
ished 22 homes along a
narrow road
leading into the camp, UN
aid officials said, appar-
ently to widen it and allow
more tanks to get through.

Yesterday, Hamas mili-
tants had fired a rocket at
the Israeli border town of -
Sderot despitc the massive
army presence in Gaza,

killing two children, ages
two and four, as they

played on a sidewalk at the
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Kids bleed on Baghdad streets

35 children E%ng sweets from US troops killed

Reuters W
Baghdad, September 30

INSURGENTS HAVE detonated
three car bombs near a US mili-
tary convoy in Baghdad, killing
46 people, 35 of them children
who were rushing to collect sw-
eets from American troops. At
least 208 were wounded.

In two other attacks, a suicide
bomber blew up his vehicle near
a US checkpoint outside the cap-
ital, killing two policemen and a
US soldier, and a car bomb killed
four people in the restive north-
ern Iraq town of Tal Afar.

The Baghdad bombs went off
as crowds gathered to celebrate
the opening of a new sewage
plant. It was not clear if the event
or the US convoy passing by was
the target. The first explosion
was followed by two more that
struck those who rushed to help
the initial victims, residents said.

Ten US soldiers were wound-
ed in the attack, two of them se-
riously, the military said. Irag’s
Health Ministry confirmed 41
dead and 139 wounded, the vast
majority children.

Prime Minister Iyad Allawi,
speaking in London, condemned
the violence and pledged the
election would go ahead on time.

,\)\{\: > AL

No negotiatiro‘n on
Bigley, says Straw

BRITAIN WILL not pay a
ransom or meet any politi-
cal demands to secure the
release of British hostage
Kenneth Bigley in Iraqg, For-
eign Secretary Jack Straw
said on Thursday. “Of co-
urse it’s very difficult for the
Bigley family,” Straw said.
But he added: “If we did not
have this position there
would be many, many more
peopie who would be kid-
napped, and the world wo-
uld be less safe.” “We cannot
negotiate ... In the sense of
negotiating about the pay-
ment of ransoms or meeting
any political demands,”
Straw said.

AP, London

Doctors at Yarmouk hospital
struggled to treat the flood of
victims, as pools of blood formed
on the floor. One boy lay swathed
in bandages on a stretcher, his
severed leg on a table beside
him. Others were scarred by shr-
apnel, their clothes blown off by

the force of the explosion. The
attack gouged a crater in the ro-
ad and wrecked a dozen burnt-
out cars and a bus. US troops se-
aled off the area with tanks, and
helicopters circled overhead.
Hours earlier, a suicide bomber
had killed two Iraqgi police and a
US soldier by blowing up his car
near a US checkpoint at a crowd-
ed intersection in Abu Ghraib,
just west of Baghdad. Around 60
people, including women and
children, were wounded. Another
soldier was killed when a rocket
hit a US logistics base near Bagh-
dad. The confirmed deaths of the
two soldiers raised to at least 802
the number of US troops killed in
action since the start of the war.

More hostages taken

An Iraqi militant group said it
had kidnapped 10 people, includ-
ing two Indonesian women, who
work for an electronics firm, Al
Jazeera reported on Thursday.
The Arab news network aired a
videotape from the “Islamic Ar-
my in Iraq, the western leader-
ship” showing three men held
captive. It said the other host-
ages were six Iragis and two
Lebanese nationals, but that the
group made no demands.
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Iraq war: Blair
issue with

By Rashmee Z Ahmed/TNN

London: In an unprecedented diplo-
matic deadlock, Tony Blair has disputed
UN secretary general Kofi Annan’s
claim that the Iraqi invasion was “ille-
gal” and insisted it was justified on the
basis of broken UN reso-
lutions.

Annan was offering a
point of view, Blair as-
sured his doubting na-
tion in a lengthy, early-
morning BBC domestic
radio interview.

The UN secretary gen-
eral recently said the Iraq war was not
legal because Britain and the US had
failed to secure a second UN resolution
authorising military action.

But in a brusque put down seen by
many as a sign the Iraq impasse was in-
creasingly wearying to the embattled
prime minister, Blair said: “That is his

]

R Lt ’

ir joins .

\\\\? \\/

Annan

view—it is not our view.”

“The view we took at the time and we
take it now is that the war was justified
legally because he (Saddam Hussein) re-
mained in breach of UN resolutions.”

Blair’s remarks came just hours be-
fore an appalled Britain was forced to
watch television footage
of a caged and chained
fellow-citizen Ken Bigley,
who is currently being
held hostage in Baghdad.

Bigley’s captors are a
hardline group led by the
Jordanian Abu Musab al-
Zarqawi. The new broad-
cast, issued by captors of the 62-year-old
engineer, includes Bigley’s rough and
ready castigation of Blair as a “liar”,
who was doing little to free him.

The British hostage issue is seen
to have increasingly polarized British
public opinion about the war and its
chaotic aftermath. / /
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~.». Jerusalem’s Ayodhya

O Jews it is the Temple Mount where

the biblical King Solomon built a tem-

ple to his God. To Muslims it is

Haram al-Sharif, the noble sanctuary
from which Prophet Mohammed ascended
to Allah. The 35-acre paved platform is, you
might say, Jerusalem’s Ayodhya, a holy site
rooted in the founding myths of two warring
faiths. And it is elbowing its way back into
the news.

Israel is threatening to restrict the number
of Muslims allowed to enter the Haram, the
third holiest shrine in Islam, during
Ramadan to avert a potential disaster. They
contend that excavations over the past eight
years to convert an underground chamber,
known as Solomon’s Stables, into a huge
mosque have undermined the platform and
could cause parts of the high retaining wall to
tumble into the vallev below, With up to
200000 worshippers expected 1o attend
Friday prayers during Ramadan, which
hegins in mid-October, it could turn into a
cutastrophe. The structure was weakened
further by an earthquake last February,

After appeals to the Wagf, the Islamic
trust that administers the Haram, fell on deaf
ears, Isracl is urging King Abdullah of Jor-
dan to intervene, Commander Tlan Franco,
Jerusatem police ehiel, visited Annman last
week 1o lobby the royval court. Jordan, the
traditional custodian of Muslim holy places
in Jerusalem, pays the Wagt's operating bud-
get and salaries, although the Palestinian Au-
thority appointed the mufti, the chief cleric,

Israel wants to block access to the roof of
Solomon’s Stables, which the Muslims now
call the Marwani Mosque, and to the eastern
end of the 4,000 sq m chamber itself, where
Israel says supporting arches have been
weakened.

Jon Seligman, the Jerusalem regional
archacologist in the Israeli Antiquities
Authority, said: “There is an imminent dan-
ger to the structure, especially if large num-
bers of people arc on top of it. In the worst
scenario, part of the wall could fall down.”

Gideon Ezra, internal security minister,
told Israel Radio this week: “We won't have
any choice but reduce the number of wor-
shippers during Ramadan.” He insisted,
however, that Isruel did not intend to pre-
vent Muslims from praying there. If certain
areas were blocked off to Israel’s satisfac-
tion, he said, more worshippers would be
allowed in.

Although the mount remained under
Muslim administration after Israel con-
quered East Jerusalem in the 1967 war,
Isrucl clnims overall control, Tts police main-
tain a permanent post inside the disputed
compound and check worshippers as they
enter.

Issam Awad, Waqf’s chief engineer, dis-
missed Israeli concerns as “unjustifiable and
exaggerated.” Egyptian engincers studied
the structural problem six months ago, he
said, and the Wagf was now doing the neces-
sary repairs under Jordanian supervision.
“The Marwani mosque, with a capacity of
4,000 worshippers, is safe for prayers,” he
insisted.

Despite their name, the stables
date back to King Herod’s recon-
struction of the Jewish Temple in the |
first century BC. The Romans
destroyed them in 70 AD. but they [
were rebuilt by Jerusalem’s first |
Muslim rulers in the carly Middle
Ages und taken over as stores and sta-
bles by the Crusaders. |

Nowhere on earth is so freighted i
with history and legend. Solomon and
Herod built their temples on the
mount, identified by Jewish tradition —
as Mount Moriah, where Abraham bound
Isaac for sacrifice and David built an altar on
the threshing floor of Arauna the Jebusite,

According to the Gospels, it was here that
the boy Jesus disputed with the doctors, here
that he drove out the moneychangers, here
that he absolved the woman taken in adul-
tery.

The Muslims call the mount Haram al-
Sharif, the Noble Sanctuary, identified as the
“Farther Temple” to which Mohammed
made his miraculous Night Journey from
Mecca and thence to the Throne of Allah
accompanied by the Angel Gabriel,

The Romans destroyed the Jewish Temple
in 70 AD. Caliph Omar, who conquered
Jerusalem for Islam in 638, built the first
mosque on the mount. Later, Muslim rulers
erected the magnificent Dome of the Rock
and Al Agsa mosques, converted to church-

the Crusaders in 1099.

Since Saladin wrested it back for Islam in
1187, the mount has remained under zealous
Muslim control through centuries of Arab,
Turkish, British, Jordanian and Israeli rule.
The Israelis honoured the status quo rather
than provoke a holy war with the entire

:Muslim worid.

In 1967, defence minister Moshe Dayan
ordered his troops to take down the Star of
David flag they had raised over the Dome.
General Uzi Narkiss, their commander,
rejected a suggestion by the army chief rabbi
of the day, Shiomo Goren, to demolish the
mosques and rebuilt the Temple. But a radi-

Religion is politics and politics religion at the holy site of the Temple
Mount also known as Haram al-Sharif. ERIC SILVER on the controversy
over a piece of land freighted with history and legend

cal “Jewish underground™ group plotted to
blow them up in the carly Eighties. A high-
profile visit in September 2000 by Ariel
Sharon, then leader of the Opposition, lit the
fuse of the intifada,

The author, Arthur Koestler, who lodged
five minutes away from the mount as a for-
eign correspondent in the Twenties, said he
had “never lived at such close quarters with
divinity, and never further removed from it.”
Not much has changed. In this thrice-holy
city, religion is politics, politics is religion,
and both play dirty.

The Marwani Mosque is open only for
Friday prayers during Ramadan. Infidels -
Jews, Christians and others - are kept out,
though they can tour the mount itself when
the Muslims are not at prayer.

Muslim volunteers laid floor tiles and car-

ets, plastered the massive columns,
installed electric lights and loudspeakers,
which relay sermons from Al Agsa, A
manger, carved in stone, is the sole remain-
ing relic of the Templars,

To clear steps down into the stables-
mosque, the Muslim authorities brought in a
bulldozer and dug a 1,500 sq m hole 11 m
deep, then laid a concrete slab on top of the
chamber. Israeli engineers complain that the
excavation and the slab between them
changed the J)ressure on the pillars and
vaults below, destabilising the retaining wall
of the mount. Cracks had already been
detected in the eastern wall, facing the
Mount of Olives, but the Israelis say the

4 M
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building work accelerated the prob-
lem.

The Waqf, which insists that it alone
is responsible for the repairs, suspects
that Israel’s real motive is to assert an
historic cluim to the mount. Yasser
Arafat and lesser Palestiniun spokes-
men consistently deny that there ever
was a Jewish temple there.

“They say the Jews have an equal
interest with the Muslims,” said Issam
Awad, "We reject these claims.
Dividing the mount will ignite a reli-
gious war if we make any concessions mak-
ing Israel partners, They claim that the
Haram al-Sharif is only the buildings of Al
Agsa and the Dome of the Rock, but we con-
sider the whole compound as holy to us.
They are always trying to interfere.”

Muslim suspicions were fanned during the
abortive Camp David negotiations in 2000,
when it was proposed that a Palestinian state
would exercise sovereignty above the mount
and Israel below.

For their part, the Israelis don’t trust the
Palestinians either. The Waqf refused to let
Israeli archaeologists inspect its excavations.
Some have accused them of systematically
destroying the Jewish links, No professional
dig has ever been carried out on top of the
mount,

Jon Seligman, the Israeli regional archae-
ologist, accused the Palestinians of an ar-
chaeological crime. "If you come with a bull-
dozer,” he argued, “you're causing irrepara-
ble damage, you're destroying an entire layer
of the archaeological history of the site.”

The Muslim contractor dumped the rub-
ble from Solomon’s Stables in the nearby
Kidron Valley. Sifting through it, Israeli
archaeologists found stones and pottery
from every era, but nothing yet of major sig-
nificance. “Mainly,” said Seligman, savour-
ing the irony, “they seem to have destroyed a
Muslim layer.”

(The author is the Jerusalem-based West Asia
Correspondent of The Statesman.)
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~Collision course

Y"lggw Teheran defies the UN SQ/ 3
e ic

heran’s outright rejection of the International Ato:

Energy Agency (IAEA) requiring it to freeze uranium
enrichment, coupled with Washington’s decision to sell Israel
500 “bunker buster” bombs that can destroy hardened un-
derground bunkers, is guaranteed to raise temperatures in
the region. The principal actors are on a collision course.
Teheran had promised its EU interlocutors last October that
it would stop enriching uranium in exchange for improved
economic and diplomatic ties, but it now appears to be
backing out of that promise and taking on the UN, which
could trigger sanctions against it. But Teheran has warned
that sanctions would lead to its pulling out of the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty altogether, which would leave it
free to develop nuclear bombs. For Tel Aviv the nightmare
scenario must be Teheran developing nuclear weapons and
passing on a few of them to, say, Hamas.

Given that Iraq is already sliding into anarchy, that would
be tantamount to throwing a lighted matchstick into the
already volatile Mideast cauldron. Sanctions and a possible
Israeli attack would have one of two consequences in Iran.
The mullahs have mismanaged Iran’s economy leading to
large-scale unemployment. On top of that they have recently
concentrated power in their own hands by driving out the
liberals from Parliament. If sanctions cause widespread
suffering, the mullahs may well get the blame. for
impoverishment in the midst of oil riches. More likely,
however, is what happened in Iraq — attacks from outside
would cause a nationalistic reaction. The mullahs will be
strengthened, and liberal currents in Iranian society
drowned out. Radically different approaches, based on
consensus rather than force, will have to be tried if the
spread}f/!{;:{lear weapons is to be prevented.

Ng'¢ -~
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By Atul Aneja

MANAMA, SEPT. 23. Reinforcing a
decision taken by the United
States, Iraq’s interim Prime
Minister, Iyad Allawi, has reject-
ed the demand by an Iraqi mil-
itant group holding a British
citizen captive to release wom-
en prisoners in Iraqi jails.

Execution threat

Mr. Allawi's decision has
heightened the possibility of
Kenneth Bigley facing execution
by the Tawhid wal Jihad group.
Led by the Jordanian militant
Abu Musab al Zargawi, the Ta-
whid wal Jihad has already be-
headed two Americans, out of
the three individuals that it had
abducted. Video footage re-

THE HINDU

leased on Monday showed
American Eugene Armstrong
being decapitated by a masked
man, who the CIA has identified
as Mr. Zarqawi. A second Amer-
ican, Jack Hensley, was killed 24
hours later. A video allegedly
showing his killing was posted
on Wednesday evening after his
body was found. In a statement,
Mr. Allawi said “there is no
question of the Iraqi Govern-
ment ... changing these deci-
sions in the light of the demands
of a terrorist group which has
taken three hostages and crimi-
nally and barbarically murdered
two of them.”

‘U.S. sabotaged release’

Paul Bigley, the brother of the
kidnapped Briton reacted with

24 (!

llawi rules out releasmg womer

dismay at Mr. Allaw1 s Qte-
ment, blaming Washington of
having ‘sabotaged’ the possibil-
ity of a safe release.

“A judge [in Iraq] has made a
legal decision to release three
people, one female and two
males. The Minister of Justice
has endorsed this [and] publish-
ed this on international news.
Now this has been sabotaged,”
Mr. Bigley told a British radio
station.

British hostage’s plea

On Wednesday, a poor qual-
ity video posted on the internet
showed a sobbing Mr. Kenneth
Bigley making an emotional ap-
peal to British Prime Minister

Tony Blair to save his life: “I
need you (Blair] to be compas-

P 2004
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Tran defies UN, starts

¢ uranium tests

Vienna, Sept. 21 (Reuters):
Iran defied the UN today by an-
nouncing it would go on con-
verting a large amount of raw
uranium to prepare it for en-
richment, a process that can
be used to develop atomic
bombs,

The announcement was
likely to provoke an angry re-
action from Washington and
increase suspicion in Israel,
which plans to buy 500
“pbunker buster” bombs from
the US that could take out
Iran’s underground atomic fa-
cilities.

Gholamreza Aghazadeh,
the head of Iran’s Atomic En-
ergy Organisation, told re-
porters Iran had begun con-
verting 37 tonnes of raw “yel-
lowcake” uranium to process
it for use in nuclear cen-
trifuges — the machines that
enrich uranium.

The International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA), the
UN’s nuclear watchdog, unan-
imously adopted a resolution
on Saturday calling on Iran to
suspend all activities related
to uranium enrichment. The
US, Russia and the EU rein-
forced the message yesterday
by urging Tehran to comply.

“Some of the amount of
the 37 tonnes has been used.
The tests have been successful

but these tests have to be con-
tinued using the rest of the
material,” said Aghazadeh,
one of Iran’s vice-presidents,
who is attending a general
conference of the Vienna-
based IAEA.

One nuclear expert has
said that once converted from
yellowcake into uranium
hexafluoride, the feed materi-
al for enrichment centrifuges,
Iran would eventually be able
to enrich enough uranium for
up to five nuclear weapons.

Iranian President Moham-
mad Khatami said Iran was
determined to press ahead
with its atomic programme
even if it brought an end to UN
checks of the Islamic Repub-
lic's nuclear sites.

“We are determined to ob-
tain peaceful atomic technolo-
gy even if it causes the stop of
international supervision,”
Khatami said. “We have never
wanted nuclear weapons. We
want peaceful technology.”

Iran had told the IAEA this
summer that it intended to
run what it described as tests
of its uranium conversion fa-
cility. However, today’s an-
nouncement came after the
IAEA board of governors
passed the resolution on Sat-
urday calling on Iran to halt

all artivitiec linked to 1rani-

Gr

um enrichment. Iran h:
promised France, Britain ar
Germany last October

would freeze all activities r
lated to uranium enrichm

in exchange for improved ev
nomic ties. But Tehran a
gered the EU’s “big three” t
announcing earlier this ye:
that the production of fee
material for centrifuges woul
not be included in the freeze,
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/Bloodbath i Iraq
el The stigma of inc\élmpé ence ( \iox

Fewcr than 200 body-bags were consumed, when

deck of an aircraft carrier with a banner declaring “mi
sion accomplished”, George W Bush raised the victo
toast. The US death roll has now crossed the four-figu
mark and keeps rising, without a flicker of hope that Ir:
will soon be rid of violence. Colin Powell mentions t
possibility of the country breaking up, and the talk of el
tions missing the January deadline, add up to an admissi
of American policy being seriously unstuck — if inde
there was a post-Saddam golicy at all. That the comi
elections in Australia and the USA, possibly the UK pc
next year too, will be Freatly influenced by Irag, v
something that ‘Bush, Blair and camp-follower Howa
never imagined when they launched their aggressive w
Defeat for any member of the trio would not be .
international catastrophe, but the blood that keeps flowi:
down the Tigris and Euphrates is a universal disgrace.

The IOOO-glus figure for American deaths Is, at leas
accurate. Nobody has cared, or dared, to maintain a tally o
the Iraqi deaths since March 2003. But even the guesses —
a minimum of 10,000 — ought to generate passions deeper
than shock and awe. The fact that such a massive loss of life
counts for so little among the bosses in Washington, finds
reflection in the manner in which the US forces are conduc-
ting operations in Iraq. The Rumsfeld Doctrine makes a
mockery of the much-vaunted “soldiers’ honour.” The Pow-
ell Doctrine (use of overwhelming force) is also disquiet-
ingly expressive: air-strikes on houses in which suspected
terrorists are hiding, helicopter gun-ships to break up
crowds, and machine-gun-bristling Hercules transports fly-
ing over sacred shrines also at Najaf. Is flattening built-up
areas a valid tactic for counter-insurgency? America’s
military leadership does have a lot to answer for, the tragedy
is that nobody calls it to account. A number of terms are
now being used to describe the American misadventure in
Irag. One that has no relevance is “Bush’s Vietnam” —
simply because George W had sat that one out.
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Iran rejects  UN
call for N freeze

PARISA HAFEZI

TEHRAN, SEPTEMBER 195 ;;

IRANtoday rejecteda UN
resolution calling on it to freeze

uranium enrichment activities. -

It also threatened to stop
snap checks of its atomic facili-
ties if its case were sent to the
Security Council. fran’s chief
nuclear negotiator Hassan Ro-
hani said if the Security Coun-

“cil imposed sanctions, Iran
might follow North Korea and
pull out of the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty altogether.

Wishington says Iran plans
to use enriched uranium to
make nuclear weapons, while
Iran claims its nuclear pro-
gramme is dedicated solely to
electricity generation.

The IAEA unanimously
adopted a resolution yesterday
calling on Iran to suspend all
uranium enrichment-related
activities. “Iran will not accept

any obligation regarding the

INDIAN EXPRESS

suspens:on of uranium enrich-
ment,” Chief nuclear negotia-
tor Hassan Rohani said on
Sunday. “No international
body canforce Iran todo so.”

His words were echoed by
the Iranian Parliament, which
has urged the government to
ignore the resolution. “Thisisa
war, we may win or lose,” said
Rohani, Secretary-General of
Iran’s Supreme National Secu-
rity Council.

Although the IAEA board
termed the suspension a “nec-
essary” confidence-building
measure, it observed that any
suspensions would be “volun-
tary decisions” for Iran and not
obligations. “Iran has never ac-
cepted suspension through a
resolution, but through politi-
cal talks,” Rohani said. “If they
want to send Iran to the Secu-
rity Council, it is not wise, and
we will stop implementing the
Additional Protocol,” he
added. —Reuters
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< Iraq ha

WASHINGTON, SEPT. 19. The com-
prehensive 15-month search for
weapons of mass destruction in
Iraq has concluded that the only
chemical or biological agents
that Saddam Hussein’s regime
was working on before last
year's invasion were small
quantities of poisons, most like-
ly for use in assassinations.

A draft of the Iraq Survey
Group’s final report circulating
in Washington found no sign of
the alleged illegal stockpiles that
the U.S. and Britain presented
as the justification for going to

YHE HiNpy,

no WMD: report

-1
By Julian Borger A« Ky , nor did it find aﬂyo evidﬂlce

of efforts to reconstitute Iraq’s
nuclear weapons programme.
It also appears to play down
an interim report which sug-
gested there was evidence that
Iraq was developing “test
amounts” of ricin for use in
weapons. Instead, the ISG re-
port says in its conclusion that
there was evidence to suggest
the Iragi regime planned to res-
tart its illegal weapons pro-
grammes if U.N. sanctions were
lifted. Charles Duelfer, the head
of the ISG, has said he intends
to deliver his final report by the
end of the month. It is likely to

e
bec a heated issue in the
election campaign.

The U.S. President, George
W. Bush, now admits that stock-
piles have not been found in
Iraq but claimed as recently as
Thursday that “Saddam Hus-
sein had the capability of mak-
ing weapons, and he could have
passed that capability on to the
enemy’’. The draft Duelfer re-
port, according to the New York
Times, finds no evidence of a ca-
pability, but only of an intention
to rebuild that capability once
the U.N. embargo had been re-
moved. — ©Guardian Newspa-
pers Limited 2064
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—Iran terms IAEA

K
9

TEHERAN, SEPT. 19. Iran today

" said demands from the U.N.
, atomic watchdog that it freeze

all uranium enrichment work
that can be used for nuclear
weapons were ‘illegal,” but left
open the possibility it was ready
for negotiations.

The remarks from Hasan

{ Rowhani, Iran’s top nuclear ne-

gotiator, included defiance and
boasting that Iran had ad-
vanced its nuclear know-how
despite international attempts
to rein it in, but stopped short of
outright rejection of the U.N.
International Atomic Energy
Agency’s demands. Such ambi-
guity has led the U.S. and other
officials to accuse Iran of hiding

“¥ move illegal

its nuclear intentions and trying
to stonewall the international
community. Iran says its nucle-
ar programme is only for ener-

Mr. Rowhani spoke a day af-
ter the JAFA governing board is-
sued its demands and said it
would judge Teheran’s compli-
ance in two months.

“We are committed to the
suspension of actual enrich-
ment but we have no decision
to expand the suspension,” he
said. “This demand is illegal
and does not put any obligation
on Iran. The IAEA board of gov-
ernors has no right to make
such a suspension obligatory
for any country.” — AP
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Allies, UN d1f(9r on

‘illegal’ !gaq war"

UNHQ, Sept. 17. — A?A@ 52 killed

the USA and its allies
defended the legality of
war against Iraq, the UN
stood firm on the position
taken by Secretary-
General Mr Kofi Annan
that it was “illegal” and
violated the charter of the
world body since it was
conducted without Secu-
rity Council authorisation.

Replying to questions,
chief UN spokesman Mr
Fred Eckhard said Mr
Annan had only reiterated
his well known position
during an interview with
BBC on Wednesday that
the military action was
“not in conformity with
the UN Charter”. “We sec
nothing new in it... he feels
it’s no different what he’s
been saying for more than
a year, and that position is
well known to member
governments,” Mr Eck-

BAGHDAD, Sept. 17.— A
suicide car bomber
slammed into a line of
police cars sealing off a
Baghdad neighbourhood a
Ametican troops rounded
up dozens of suspected
militants, including many
foreign fighters, capping a
day of violence across Irag
that ieft at least 52 dead,
officials said. — AP

hard told reporters.

The USA, Britain an
Australian government:
who are facing election
asserted the war had th
legal basis but Mr Annan’
statement, coming 51 day
before the US presidentia
polls, gave handle to critics
to attack the government
especially at a time when
war is not going well and
security situation is deteri-
orating by the day. — PT1
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- trikes on the Sunni insur-

R
Y §3

Associated Press
Baghdad, September 17

A SUICIDE attacker deto-
nated a car packed with ex-
plosives in front of a row of
parked police cars in central
Baghdad on Friday, killing
at least five people and
wounding 20, officials said.

A half dozen police cars
were blocking a bridge lead-
ing to the central Haifa Str-
eet, where Iraqi and Ameri-
can forces were conducting
raids, when a blue Chevrolet
drove up to them, policeman
Ammar Ali said. Police told
the driver to stop, but he con-
tinued to advance and explod-
ed his vehicle in the middle of
the parked cars, he said.

The bombing came after
the US launched new airs-

gent stronghold of Fallujah
and nearby villages on Fri-
day. The US put the death toll
at 60 insurgents; Iraqi offi-
cials said 44 people were
dead, including women and
children. The Iragi Health
Ministry said five people we-
re killed and 20 wounded in
the car bombing. Thousands
of shoppers streamed from
the area after police fired
shots to disperse the crowd.

“I saw human flesh and
blood in the street, then I
fled,” said Mouayad Shehab
as he escaped the scene.,

The police vehicles had
been helping to seal of the
area around Haifa Street,
where American and Iraqi
forces had raided suspected
insurgent hideouts in the
morning, sparking a gunbat-
tle. More than 50 suspects
were detained during the
sweeps on Haifa street, a vir-
tual “no-go” area for US
forces, said ministry spokes-
man Sabah Kadhim.

The clashes came a day af-
ter a team of kidnappers
grabbed two Americans and
a Briton in a dawn raid on
their home on a leafy Bagh-
dad neighbourhood — a bold
abduction that underlines
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S lluj ah, 44 dead

AP

Policemen gather around smoulderihg police cars after a suicide-bomber detonated an
explosive-filled car targeting an Iragi police convoy in Baghdad on Friday.

the increasing danger for
foreigners in the embattled
capital as violence soars
ahead of national elections
planned for early next year.

The Fallujah attacks be-
gan late on Thursday, target-
ing a compound about 12

miles south of Fallujah
where militants loyal to Jor-
danian-born terror master-
mind Abu Musab al-Zarqawi
militants gathered to plot at-
tacks on coalition forces, the
military said in a statement.

On Friday, warplanes

o AP Washington

bombed a cluster of houses
in Fallujah believed to be
used by Zargawi's Tawhid
and Jihad group.

The American military
claimed that up to 60 sus-
pected insurgents may have
been killed.
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Traq invasiorn

illegal:

UNHQ, Sept. 16. — UN
Secretary-General ~ Mr
Kofi Annan has termed
the US-led invasion of
Iraq as “illegal” and said
the war contravened the
world body’s charter.

With a spurt in violence
against US-led forces and
civilians supporting the
interim  administration,

Mr Annan also feared that.

“credible” elections in
Iraq, scheduled for Janu-
ary, were unlikely to take
place given the present
security scenario.

In an interview to BBC
World Service broadcast
yesterday, he said the deci-
sion to take action in Iraq
should have been made by
the UN Security Council,
not unilaterally. “I am one
of those who believe that
there should have been a
second resolution.” Asked
if he viewed the invasion
as illegal, he said: “Yes, if
you wish... I have indicated
that it was not in confor-
mity with the UN Charter
from our point of view,
and from the Charter
point of view it was ille-
gal.”

Observing that “painful
lessons” had been learnt

¢

since the war, Mr Annan
said: “I hope we do not see
another Irag-type opera-
tion for a long time — with-
out UN approval and much
broader support from the
international community.”
On the “lessons learnt”
from the war, he said:
“Everybody has concluded
that it’s best to work togeth-
er with our allies and
through the UN.”

With less than four

NG e

Annan

months left for the Iraqg
elections, the Secretary-
General warned that there
could not be “credibie
elections if the security
conditions remain as they
are now”. The UN will
give advice and assistance
to the Iraqi interim gov-
ernment in the run-up to
the polls, he said. But it
was up to the administra-
tion to decide whether
elections should take place
in such an atmosphere.

Mr Annan’s statements
came ahead of the
General Assembly’s annu-
al session next week,
where heads of all the
member countries are
likely to converge.

Meanwhile, a British
foreign office spokesper-
son told the BBC that the
attorney-general had made
the government’s position
clear about the legality of
the military action in Iraq
at the time of the war.

She said there was a full
commitment to holding
polls in January, with elec-
tion and political party
laws already passed and an
independent  electoral
commission established.

Another report
on page 3 /
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~Two Americans, Briton-
v kidnapped in Iraq

Associated Press A US Embassy spokesman, speak- lagers found three decapitated bod-
e — ing on condition of anonymity, could ies in Dijiel, north of Baghdad. The
BAGHDAD, Sept. 16. — Gunmen not immediately confirm the report bodies were found in nylon bags, the
kidnapped two Americans and a but said officials were investigating. heads in bags alongside them.
Briton from a house in the heart of British diplomats in Baghdad were Also today, a US Humvee hit a
the Iraqi capital today, the interior also unable to cofirm details. roadside bomb south of Fallujah.
ministry and witnesess said. A police officer, who asked not to  Witnesses said the vehicle was
The three were seized from a two- be named, said a car was missing ablaze on a main road near the city.
storied house surrounded by a wall from the house were the hostages
in Al-Mansour neighborhood at were believed to have been kid- Overhaul of US Intelligence
dawn, said Mr Adnan Abdel- napped. He said the three were
Rahman, an interior ministry offi- apparently in the garden when the The US Senate has taken a major
! cial. Mr Rahman initially said the attack took place and that there was  step towards reorganising the US In-
| three were all British nationals. He no sign of any fighting. Neighbours telligence network, unveiling ground-
said they were employed by Gulf said they heard two vehicles drive up  breaking legislation to strengthen the
Services Co y, a West Asia- to the house around dawn. Today’s country’s defences against terrorism,
based Mﬁgﬁ firm. kidnapping came /H day after vil- adds AFP from New York.
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US suspects Iran

has N—te,sting> site

Assoc‘iﬂiress K W;/Jf

Vienna, September 1 6m gﬂ'

A US official expressed
alarm on Thursday about a
possible nuclear-weapons-
related test site in Iran and
accused the UN nuclear
watchdog agency of keeping
silent on its own concerns
about the issue.

The official — a senior
member of the US delegati-
on at the International Ato-
mic Energy Agency’s board

1

N Korea not to
join nuke talks

NORTH KOREA said on
Thursday it will not join
the six-nation talks ai-
med at ending N-we-
apons programme until
rival South Korea fully
discloses the details of
its secret atomic experi-
ments. The comments
clouded US-led interna-
tional efforts to hold a
talks on the North’s nu-
clear programme.

AP, Seoul

N1
governors — spoke as US-
and European negotiators
moved closer to agreement
to censure Iran for reneging
on a freeze on uranium en-
richment and setting a dead-
line for Tehran to dispel sus-
picions it is trying to make
nuclear arms.

The official said the US
was suspicious that Iran’s
Parchin complex, southeast
of the capital, Tehran, is be-
ing used by the Islamic Re-
public to test high explo-
sives, possibly with applica-
tions to nuclear weapons.

“This is a serious omis-
sion,” on the part of IAEA
director general Mohamed
ElBaradei, said the official,
alluding to the lack of spe-
cific mention on Parchin in
a report written for the
board by ElBaradei on the
status of a probe into Iran’s
nuclear activities. The offi-
cial said the US would “go to
the other board members”
and make sure the suspi-
cious site is considered in
any Iran resolution submit-
ted to the board meeting.

An Iran delegation mem-
ber dismissed as “a lie” re-
ports that the agency had
asked to visit the site.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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By Rory McCarthy \6\

BAGHDAD, SEPT. 15, Within hours
of the latest suicide bombing in
Baghdad yesterday, Faleh Na-
gib, the Iragi Interior Minister,
had arrived at the scene dressed
in a suit angsunglasses to signal
his Government’s determina-
tion to tackle the terrible spiral
of violence.

At least he was brave enough
to venture to the blast site.
When the U.S. occupation au-
thorities were running the
country before July, none of
their officials dared visit the
scenes of the countless explo-
sions that have claimed so
many innocent lives.

Yet yesterday morning, as
most Iragis do most days, the
i crowd mocked and taunted the
Minister and his Government,
incensed at the lawlessness of
the new [raq.

It is almost exactly 18 months
since America and Britain em-
barked on the invasion and re-
shaping of Iraq. By now they
had expected marked signs of
reconstruction and develop-
ment and the foundation of a
democratic process that wotld

%«f:\%@ Iraq’s

\_"

ship and hold up a model for
the Arab world. And yet the pro-
ject looks bleaker than ever
before.

Loses control

For the second time this year,
the U.S. military has lost control
of several pockets of insurgency
across Irag, including such
towns as Falluja and Ramadji, in
the Sunni heartland west of
Baghdad, and even districts of
the capital itself, such as the
eastern Shia slums of Sadr City.

The kidnapping industry is
burgeoning. Since the war hun-
dreds of Iraqis have been taken
captive for extortionate ran-
soms. After separate Sunni and
Shia uprisings in April, the kid-
nappers have set their sights on
foreigners: so far at least 26 for-
eign truck drivers, contractors
and journalists have been exe-
cuted and around another 20
are still being held. Dozens
more have eventually been re-
leased alive.

Attacks on the U.S.-led mil-
itary coalition have reached a
new peak. In April, then the
worst month of violence since
the war and a time when the

spiral of violence :

some of its most important sup-
ply routes, there were an aver-
age of 60 attacks a day against
the troops. Last month there
were 87.

Earlier this year, U.S. com-
manders insisted there were at
most only 5,000 insurgents in
Iraq. Now they publicly admit
there may be 12,000. In private
they say up to 20,000.

The most militant of the
groups that make up the ‘muqa-
wama,” or resistance, is al-Ta-
whid al-Jihad, apparently led by
the Jordanian Islamic militant
Abu Musab al-Zarqawi. His
group has been blamed for doz-
ens of car bombings and assas-
sinations and has claimed
responsibility for kidnappings
and executions.

- Yesterday. re-
sponsibility for the car bomb
that killed 47 persons and in-
jured more than 100 others at
the police recruiting station in
Baghdad.

“With the grace of God, a lion
from our martyrdom brigades
was successful in striking a cen-
tre for apostate police volun-

teers,”
website.

Key to tackling violence

The first elections since the'
war are due in January and only”
they, surely, hold the key t§-
tackling the violence. “We wafit'"
to rule our country. That is nét
too much to ask,” said Wamid-
Nadmi, a political scientist at ¢
Baghdad University and out-*
spoken critic of the occupation’-*

Iyad Allawi, Prime Minister
for less than three months, is
desperate to hold the politichl
process on track. His words afe
faden with confidence and the
promise of the tough rule of law.

“What we are after really is
implementing the political
process, 1o move towards the
elections,” he said at the week:
end. “We are confident that we
will be able to have the electiofs™
conducted in January.” He said ¢
he could not see bastions of in- '
surgency such as Falluja still bé- '
ing a problem by then. "1’
cannot see this happening,” he
said. — ©Guardian Newspa-
pers Limited 2004
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/ AQI RESISTANCE / U.S. TARGETS FALLUJAH Wo-

5

100 killed in clashes

By Atul Aneja

MANAMA, SEPT. 13. In less than 24
hours after Sunday’s attacks
which killed more than 100 Ira-
qis, American warplanes have
raided the Sunni stronghold of
nearby Fallujah, killing at least
18 persons and injuring 29.

In the pre-dawn raid, the U.S.
planes bombed different loca-
tions in the city, while ground
troops positioned at the out-
skirts fired artillery shells. The
Al-Jazeera television reported
that seven persons including
the driver of an ambulance,
which was ferrying casualties,
were killed in one of these at-
tacks. In another neighbour-
hood, three homes were
destroyed in the strike, Tesulting
in an unspecified number of
killings.

‘Liberated zone’

Yet another explosion went
off in a market place as the first
stall owners had just begun to
set up their stalls for the day,
wounding several people and
shattering wmdows, eyewit-
nesses said.

Fallujah has been subjected

to repeated air raids in recent
months and the latest attack has
resulted in an exodus of hun-
dreds of families from the strife-
torn city. The city had virtually
become a “liberated zone” after
the US. troops withdrew in
April and handed over security
to a local force. Faced with the
stiff Iraqi resistance, the U.S.
has also lost its grip over the
neighbouring towns of Ramadi,
Samaara and Baquba.

But with elections for an Iraqi
constituent assembly slated for
January 2005, U.S. forces are
making a fresh bid to regain as
much control as possible over
guerilla strongholds so that
polls can take place.

Despite the intent, there is a
realisation in occupied Iraq that
re-establishing hold over Fallu-
jah in the coming months may
not be possible.

In an interview published in
several newspapers today, the
U.S.-appointed interim Prime
Minister, Iyad Allawi, has said
that elections would still be
held, even if the people of Fallu-
jah are unable to participate in
them.

“If for any reason 300,000

THE HINDU

people cannot have an election,
cannot vote (that)... is not going
to alter 25 million people vot-
ing.” If the elections were pre-
vented in  Fallujah, its
inhabitants could vote later, he
said.

Efforts to free hostages

Efforts to seek the release of
the two kidnapped Italian wom-
en gathered momentum, with
the Italian Foreign Minister,
Franco Frattini, visiting Kuwait
today.

The kidnappers have threat-
ened to kill the two women, Si-
mona Pari and Simona Torxetta,
unless Italy immediately an-
nounces the withdrawal of its
troops from Iraq. Mr. Frattini is
scheduled to hold talks with Ku-
wait’s leaders, besides visiting
the Grand Mosque where he is

expected to appeal for the hos-
tages’ release. /

14 SEP 2004
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%AHQ | LOYALISTS CLAIM HAND

44 dead in
fresh violence

A car burns on a bridge near the road leading to Baghdad
International Airport on Sunday. — AFP

BAGHDAD, Sept. 12. — At least 44 people died in a wave
of bombings and battles between US troops and insur-
gents today, as Iraq’s Prime Minister said more than 3,000
had perished in the “terrorism” washing over the country.

Amid the violence, a persistent hostage crisis ground on
with militants, according to an Islamist website statement,
threatening to kill two Italian women if Rome did not
recall its troops from Iraq within 24 hours. “If we don’t se¢ -
the Italian troops withdraw from the land of Iraq, we will
implement Allah’s judgement on them, which will be
slaughter,” said the Islamic Jihad Organisation in Iraqg.

Loyalists of alleged Al-Qaida chief in Irag, Abu Mussab
al-Zarqawi, claimed attacks on the heavily fortified central ;
Baghdad compound housing the government and the US *
embassy and on the notorious Abu Gharib prison.

At least 13 cgecple were killed, including two childref®..
and 55 wounded during intense fighting around centré
Baghdad's Haifa Street, considered a bastion of Saddanf .
loyalists, said the health ministry. g

The US military said six soldiers were also wounded. ”/

Mazen al-Tomaisi, a Palestinian working for Saudi and-
Al-Arablya television, died as he was reporting live from’
Ba;glhdad during the clashes, a colleague said.

machine gun and assault rifle fire reverberated
across aifa Street for three hours and a tank was

Floycd to support US troops in an area that is perfect
sniper territory with high-rise apartment blocks all around. -

car bomb exploded near the tank, setting it ablaze
and witnesses said a mob pelted it ‘With stones and.
danced around it. One man climbed on to , waving &
black flag emblazoned with the name Zarqawi’sl
Tawhid wal Jihad group.

US helicopters then swooped down over the nei h-;
bourhood and fired missiles and heavy machine gun fire
into the crowd, killing at least five. ///
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US soldier pleads
gullty to abuse Ve

Baghdad, Sept. 11 (Reuters):
The first American military
intelligence soldier to be
court-martialled over the Abu
Ghraib abuse scandal was sen-
tenced today to eight months
injail, a reduction in rank and
abad-conduct discharge.

Specialist Armin Cruz, a
military intelligence analyst,
had pleaded guilty to maltreat-
ment and conspiracy to mal-
treat detainees. The court
martial accepted his guilty
plea. Cruz, 24, is the eighth
person to be indicted for abus-
ing Iraqi detainees in an affair
which provoked worldwide
outrage when it broke in
April. He was the second to be
sentenced.

In emotional testimony be-
fore being sentenced, Cruz
told the court he took full re-
sponsibility for his actions,
but he offered few explana-
tions. “I knew my actions were
wrong,” he said. “There’s no
way to justify it.”

As the first intelligence op-
erative to be tried, Cruz’s case
is significant because the Pen-
tagon has said the abuse was
the work of a few bad military
police acting on their own ac-
cord, and not on the orders of
intelligence officers.

Defence lawyers for some
indicted soldiers say intelli-

A

A sketch released by the US army shows Armin J. Cruz
during his court martial in Baghdad. (AFP)

gence officers ordered mili-
tary police to “soften up” pris-
oners ahead of interrogation,
and that senior commanders
knew about or even sanc-
tioned the abuse.

Stephen Karns, Cruz’s
civilian lawyer, described his
client as a “war hero” who
acted out of character in Abu
Ghraib because he was suffer-
ing from traumatic stress fol-
lowing a mortar attack which
blew up a close colleague.

Karns said he was disap-
pointed with/the bad-conduct
discharge aghd would appeal. “I

believe he can still make con-
tributions to the US army... 1
think the army is losing a lot '
in this soldjer.”

In a report into the abuse
by US army Major General
George Fay issued last month,
Cruz was identified as having
taken part in the mistreat-
ment of three prisoners at the
jail. A photograph taken on
October 25, 2003, showed Cruz
and two other intelligence sol-
diers standing in the back-
ground as military police
abused three prisoners in the
foreground.

el

THE TELEGRAPH

42 SEP 2004



A

IRAQ EFFECT: RELIEF IN INDIA m 2 KILLED & 46 INJURED IN NEPAL CLASHES, JAMA MASJID TORCHE

- Kathmandu erupts

Indlans
set
free

KUWAIT CITY/NEW DELHI, Sept.
1. — The three Indians held captive by
Iraqi militants since 21 July arrived in
Kuwait City tonight after their release.
The reprieve comes a day after the
gruesome killing of 12 Nepalese.

The hostages — Antaryami, whom
the abductors had threatened to kill if
their demands were not met, Tilak Raj
and Sukhdeo Singh — were received by
the Indian ambassador, Mr
Swashpawan Singh, at Kuwait interna-
tional airport. They are expected to be
flown home tomorfow.

They, along with four other freed
hostages -—— three Kenyans and an
Egyptian — were hugged and present-
ed flowers by the staff of Kuwait and
Gulf Link transport company for which
they worked. The seven were driving
trucks in Iraq when they were taken
hostage by a militant group Islamic
Secret Army — Holders of Black
Banners.

KGL said they paid $1 million as ran-
som to the kidnappers and that they
had not ceased operations in lIragq.
However, according to a source in the
MEA, no money was paid as ransom for
the men but “sustained pressure”

worked to earn their reprieve. The
employers had to make a public com-
mitment to end operations in and leave
Iraq.

“It is a matter of pride for all of us
that our people have been released in a

manner consistent with our policies and
without compromising our national
interest or sacrificing any of our princi-
ples,” said the external affairs minister,
Mr Natwar Singh.

It was KGL which conducted the pro-
tracted, now-on, now-off negotiations
with the shadowy group of Iraqi mili-
tants, first through a tribal chief, Sheikh
Hisham al-Dulaimi, and later, directly.

The Indian government did not direct-
ly negotiate with the abductors, but
pushed KGL and maintained its own
back channel contacts, and sent a special
envoy, Mr Talmiz Ahmed, to Baghdad to
assist the embassy there, headed by
Ambassador Brij Bhushan Tyagi.

Reports of the release of the men
firmed up after Al-drabiya television
channel broke the news, but the gov-
ernment waited until they were in the
Indian embassy’s custody in Baghdad
before confirming their release.

Both the President and the Prime
Minister have been informed.
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Sudeshna Sarkar in Kathmandu

Sept. 1. — At least two persons were killed and 46
injured in clashes with police today when people
came to the streets to protest against the killing of
12 workers in Iraq by Islamic militants. The Jama
Masjid, the country’s biggest mosque located near
the Narayanhity Palace, was set on fire by hordes
of youngsters who charged the government with
not doing enough to secure the release of the hos-
tages. “We want revenge,” they cried as they broke
windows, set fire to carpets and parts of the mos-
que which was deserted at that time.

Two other mosques in Kathmandu and one each
in Jhapa and Birtamod near the Indian border were
also attacked. Nepalese information and communi-
cations minister Mohammad Mohsin confirmed
that demonstrators tried to dismantle a mosque
here today. Burning pages of holy books lined the
road as security forces, far outnumbered by the
crowd, lobbed teargas shells to keep them at bay.

A home ministry spokesman said one of the
demonstrators, who sustained bullet injuries near
the Egyptian Embassy, died while undergoing
treatment. Another died at Ratnapark in clashes
with riot police, adds PTI. An indefinite curfew has
been imposed in Kathmandu city and parts of Lalit-
pur district from 2 p.m, with the government asking
people to stay indoors and authorising the army to
shoot at sight.

Shops, offices and educational institutions were
closed as mobs indiscriminately targeted the offices
of manpower agencies in the capital, breaking doors
and windows and setting documents and furniture
on fire. They demanded the resignation of the min-
ister for foreign affairs and stringent punishment for
the recruitment agency brass that had sent the work-
ers to Iraq while hiring them for assignments in Jor-
dan. The government is yet to announce action
against Moonlight Consultants, the manpower
agency that had hired the 12 Nepalese killed by the
Ansar al-Sunna Army militants in Iraq.

Announcing a compensation of NRS 10 lakh to
the kin of each victim, the government said that
Thursday would be observed as a day of national
mourning. Prime Minister Mr Sher Bahadur Deuba
appealed to all to observe “tolerance and patience”.

Air Sahara, which was to have launched its Kath-
mandu flight today, postponed it yet again. Indian
Airlines too cancelled its Dethi run though Jet Air-
ways flights were on schedule. Pakistan today con-
demned the reported attack on a PIA office in Kath-
mandu and the PIA flight to Kathmandu tomorrow
has been cancelled.

The Confederation of Nepalese Industries, a pri-
vate business lobby that was to host a two-day con-
ference from Thursday. postponed the meeting.
Several participants, including Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad. former Malaysian prime minister, and Mr EP
Elangovan, Indian MoS for commerce, also cancel-
led their trips. India today expressed deep shock
over the killing of the 12 Nepalese. The European
Union heads of mission in Kathmandu have also
called for a ceasefire.

Tension fears along border, page 4

(Far left) The
seven truck
drivers taken
hostage in Iraq,
including the
three Indians,
share a meal
prior to their
release on
Wednesday in
Fallujah. On the
same day,
(top left) a
Nepalese mob
demonstrates
outside the
burning offices
of Qatar
Airways while
(top right)
protesters shout
slogans
standing on the
dome of the
country’s
largest mosque
in Kathmandu.
— AFP
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Associated Press
Dubai, August 31

A WEBSITE linked to an Iraqi
militant group showed a video of
what was purported to be the
killing of 12 Nepalese workers
by Iraqi militants who had kid-
napped them.

The Nepalese Foreign Ministry
said it could not confirm the re-
port of the hostages’ deaths. The
12 had been reported kidnapped
on August 20. The video showed a
masked man in desert camoufla-
ge apparently slitting the throat
of a blindfolded man lying on the
ground. The blindfolded man mo-
ans and a shrill wheeze is heard,
then the masked man displays the
head to the camera before resting
it on the decapitated body.

Other footage showed a man
firing single shots from an as-
sault rifle at the back of the hea-
ds of 11 others. Blood seeps from
their bodies on to the sand.

A statement on the website
signed “Ansar al-Sunna Army”’
vowed to keep fighting the Amer-
icans in Iraq. “America today has
used all its force, as well as the
help of others, to fight Islam under
the so-called war on terror, which
is nothing but a vicious crusade
against Muslims,” the statement
said. At the end of the four-minute
video, a man regds another state-

~ent off—ca{gefa, vowing to fight

L
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the Iragi government. “We will
work on exterminating them until
the last fighter,” he said.

Iyvad Mansoor, director-gener-
al of the Morning Star Company,
a Jordan-based services firm
which had contracted the 12
Nepalese workers for jobs in
Iraq, said he had no information
on the beheading of the Nepalese

ese host

s
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captives. “I'm shocked to hear
such news,” he said. “The last |
heard was that the Nepalese gov-
ernment was in contact with
Iragi clergymen and othersinan
effort to set the 12 men free.”
“Do not sympathise with this
impure group, they have left their
country and travelled thousands
of kilometres to work with the

crusader American forces and to
support it in its war against Islam
and holy warriors,” the Ansar al-
Sunna statement said. The state-
ment addressed the Nepalese gov-
ernment “and other lap dogs of
the Jews and the Christians”, say-
ing executions would be the fate
of “every agent, traitor and spy”.

In an August 20 Web statement,

AFP
This picture taken on Tuesday from the Islamist Army of Ansar al-Sunna website shows the bodies of Nepalese hostages at an undisclosed location.

the little known Ansar al-Sunna
Army claimed to be holding 12
Nepalese hostages and demanded
Nepal stop sending workers to
Iraq. The same group later cla-
imed to have kidnapped and be-
headed an Arab-American it said
was a CIA spy, but the US Em-
bassy in Baghdad had said it was
unaware of an American hostage.

ages killed before cameras

Mugqtada calls for
Frenchmen’s release

Associated Press
Baghdad, August 31

REBEL SHIA cleric Muqtada al-
Sadr’s lieutenants on Tuesday
called for the release of two kid-
napped French reporters, de-
nouncing their abduction as “in-
humane and immoral”.

Christian Chesnot and Geo-
rges Malbrunot were shown on a
video released by an pan-Arab tel-
evision station Al-Jazeera early
on Tuesday pleading with French
President Jacques Chirac to save
their lives by giving in fo mili-
tants’ demands to rescind a head-
scarf ban, a move France has
ruled out.

“We believe such acts defame
Islam and Muslims in general,”
said Ali al-Yasiri, an al-Sadr rep-
resentative in Baghdad. “To fig-
ht in a battlefield is okay, but to
kill a civilian or journalist is
blasphemy.” “I call upon the kid-
nappers to immediately release
the French journalists,” another
al-Sadr official, Sheikh Youssef
Al-Nassiri, said.

The Islamic Army of Iraq, be-

lieved to be a Sunni group, has
said it took the foreigners in a bid
to force France to scrap plans to
prohibit the wearing of head-
scarfs in public schools. Al-Yasiri
also condemned the law, but said
there were other ways to force
Paris to backpedal, such as boy-
cotting French goods or persuad-
ing Arab nations to suspend
diplomatic ties. A claim of re-
sponsibility was also issued in
the group's name for the kidnap-
ping of Italian journalist Enzo
Baldoni, who was killed last week
after Italy ignored a demand it
pull its soldiers from Iragq.
Al-Sadr helped secure the re-
lease earlier this month of the
British journalist James Bran-
don and the American journalist
Micah Garen after they were kid-
napped by Shia militiamen. But
he is not thought to have as much
influence with Sunni Muslims.
Meanwhile, the French Prime
Minister was this morning hold-
ing an emergency meeting of his
government after the deadline
for their execution was extended
by 24 hours to Tuesday evening.
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early two months have pas-
Nsed since the formal trans-

fer of power from the occu-
pation administration to the
interim Iragi government led by
Ayad Allawi, designed to launch
the restoration of the state and
normal life in that long-suffering
country.

But the chances for success
look slim. Far from stopping,
terrorist attacks are growing in
scale. Iraq has become the focal
point of all kinds of terrorists
prepared to do everything possi-
ble to keep the country uncon-
trollable and ungovernable, and
to make it their base.

Flourishing fundamentalism

Of the many mistakes made by
Washington after the military
victory in Iraq, the worst were
the ruination and dissolution of
the Iragi armed forces and the
exclusion of Baath members
from the country’s government.
The US destroyed the Iraqi state
machinery and it is extremely di-
fficult to restore it in conditions
of chaos and a nascent civil war.
Some national problems that the
war let out of the bag have been
eased, but new ones appear
every day.

The Kurds have once more
started to vie with the Arabs.
The Sunnis and Shias again view
each other-as adversaries and
new groups appear that kill or
intimidate those who want to
cooperate with the occupation
authorities or the new govern-
ment. Next on the agenda is the
struggle for oil and for leader-
ship in the current and subse-

‘quent Iragi governments. There

is a growing probability that Iraqg

The author is the chairman of the
Council for Foreign and Defence
Policy of Russia

Will Iraq Become A Failed Country?

By SERGE! KARAGANOV

will become a failed country —
or countries.

A surge in Islamic fundamen-
talism is becoming increasingly
possible. Iraq was a secular state
in the recent past, but now it has
become dangerous for women to

appear in public places with
open faces. Fundamentalism of
all stripes is flourishing in condi-
tions of instability, desperation,
anarchy and general humilia-
tion.

Fleeing Americans

The Iragis cannot hope for in-
ternational assistance: everybo-
dy wishes them and their country
well but hardly anybody wants to
help. They either stint money or
lack the necessary political will.
Besides, some of the US allies
will help only in word, trying to
turn the political defeat of the
US into the personal defeat of
George Bush at the autumn

THE STATESMAN

presidential elections.

The Americans will try to
leave Iraq as soon as possible,
though they deny such plans.
They will do it after the presi-
dential election and here are
their arguments:

* we gave the Iraqis freedom and
now it is their turn to use it;

* the longer we remain in Iraq,
the worse we will be treated
there;

* we must not create a depen-
dency complex in the Iraqgis.

In the worst-case scenario, the
Americans will say that the
Iragis are not ready for freedom
and democracy. If the Demo-
crats win the elections, the US
retreat from Iraq will be even
more complicated, as the voters
view them as pacifists. But they
will leave Iraq anyway.

The Americans will continue
their attempts to shift part of the
responsibility for Iraq onto Nato

y SEP 2004

(which does not need it) and the
UN. The situation will become
more complicated with the
modernisation of the Middle
East, though the region badly
needs it. The first modernisation
attempt fell through.

But enough of the dark side.
The transition of power to the
Iraqi people is a positive thing. It
is also good that a considerable
section of the ruling class in the
US has come to their senses.
Americans are speaking about a
new leadership strategy based on
the involvement of allies. the key
states of the world. The UN has
proved its worth, too, though its
internal weaknesses have not
been eradicated and it should be
reformed.

How to help lraq

We must think, react to deve-
lopments and help the Iragis. for
example, by inviting Iraqi specia-
lists and giving Iraqi students a
chance to be educated in Europe
and Russia. We must also pre-
vent the Americans from [eaving
Irag completely, as this would
guarantee Iraqg’s ruin.

We may use the Iraqi scttle-
ment to resume discussions on
the creation of a regional secu-
rity systen modelled on the
OSCE and supported by the
great powers, including Russia.

+And the last but not the
least, we must preclude the very
possibility of any rumour that
the civilised world, whose most
powerful country made a
mistake and suffered a political
defeat, has taken fright and
will retreat in the war against
terrorists and all kinds of
fundamentalists. Civilisation and
enlightenment have no right to
make such a mistake: otherwisc
the Iraqi tragedy will become a
global one.
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India'enjoys good relations with the USA and Iran and is ideally suited to
bringing about a rapprochement between the two countries

US-IRAN DISCORD

centre of the foreign policy

debate in the USA. The final
report of the commission inves-
tigating the 11 September, 2001
attacks has unearthed evidence
regarding the long-standing
relationship between Al Qaeda
and Iran, especially the fact
that Iran allowed at least eight
of the 19 hijackers to cross over
from Afghanistan the year be-
fore the 9/11 attacks without
i putting a stamp on their pass-
ports. Though the CIA has made
it clear that there is no conclu-
sive proof of a connection bet-
ween Iran and the 9/11 attacks,
pressure is mounting on the
Bush Administration to clearly
enunciate its Iran policy. While
many conservatives are calling
for a more aggressive policy of
trying to bring about a regime
change in Tehran, a new report
from the highly influential
Council on Foreign Relations
argues that it is in the interest
of the USA to undertake a
“selective political engagement”
with the current regime in Iran
rather than waiting for its
downfall.

It is unlikely that despite this
renewed debate on the USA’s
Iran policy, the Bush Adminis-
tration will come out with a
clearly articulated policy be-
cause of the presidential elec-
tions in November. However,
| this debate can have important
implications for India’s relation-
ship with Iran as the USA is a
major factor in bringing the two
nations close &, well as signi-
ficant constraint in the further
strengthening of bilateral ties
between the two.

The unipolar nature of the
current international system is
one of the most significant fac-
tors along with India’s need to
counter Pakistan’s influence in
the Islamic world. Indo-Iranian
relations have evolved to a point
where there are even reports of

IRAN is once again at the

an India-Iran strategic accord:

allowing India the use of Irani-
an military bases in the event of
. an outbreak of tensions with
. Pakistan. Although the NDA
government had virtually given
up on the plan for a trans-regio-
nal oil pipeline between India
and Iran primarily due to

The author is a research fellow at
the University of Notre Dame,
Indiana, USA
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By HARSH V PANT

concerns about Pakistan’s abi-
lity to guarantee the security of
such a pipeline, the UPA gov-
ernment seems to be keen to
revive the proposal.

During President Khatami’s
visit to India in January 20083,
both India and Iran were cate-
gorical in their rejection of the
US stand on Iraq, arguing that
the sovereignty and integrity of
a nation should not be violated.
The very fact that Iran’s Presi-
dent was visiting India a time
when the USA was positioning

After 9/11, Iran was
designated a
member of the
“axis of evil” that
the US considers as
a state supporting
Islamic terrorism

itself to attack Iraq, resulting in
turmoil in West Asia, also de-
monstrated India’s rather sub-
tle attempt to distance itself
from the US foreign policy vis-a-
vis West Asia.

The absolute US dominance of
the post-Cold War international
order has made all the major
second-tier states like Russia,
China, India and Iran rather
uncomfortable. Although they
are in no position to challenge
the US predominance in any
significant measure, they have
made attempts to upgrade their
bilateral relations. Iran, how-
ever, faces different set of prob-
lems as its relations with the
USA remains difficult to man-
age. While the relationships of
countries like Russia, China
and India with the USA have
improved dramatically in recent
times, the US posture towards
Iran remains hostile.

After the defeat of Iraq in the
Gulf War of 1991, the focus of
the US foreign policy in the Gulf
shifted to containing Iran and
its Islamic revolutionary beliefs.
The increased US military pre-
sence in the Persian Gulf and
the economic isolation ‘of Iran
have made matters worse for

THE STATESMAN

Iran despite IJan having the
capability to pose a significant
threat to the US interests in the
Persian Gulf. Moreover, after 11
September, 2001, Iran was also
designated a member of the
“axis of evil” that the USA consi-
ders as a state supporting and
sponsoring Islamic terrorism.
As a consequence, Iran’s inter-
national isolation has increased
tremendously in recent years
with major states trying to toe
the US line in their dealings
with Iran,

Moreover, after the fall of Sad-
dam Hussein’s regime in Iraq,
Iran feels increasingly hemmed
in by the US presence in Iraq

and Afghanistan, with US
forces just 300 miles from
Tehran on the Iragi border and
flanking Iran to the east in
Afghanistan. The USA has also
put Iran on notice on a host of
issues ranging from its nuclear
weapons and missile programs
to its harbouring of Al-Qaeda
operatives.

India’s relations with the USA,
on the other hand, have impro-
ved dramatically in recent
years. There are many in India
and the USA who see both coun-
tries as natural partners be-
cause of their converging inter-
ests and vibrant democratic
institutions.

The USA has also made in
recent years made its inter-
action with India broad-based
as opposed to an exclusive focus
on issues related to nuclear
proliferation and arms control,
which had been the focus of
Indo-US relationship for almost
30 years.

US relations with Iran have
deteriorated considerably in the
last few months. The USA has

accused Iran of giving sanctua-
ries to top Al-Qaeda leaders and
of making attempts to destabi-
lise post-war Iraq by trying to
position a pro-Tehran Shia re-
gime in Baghdad. More signi-
ficantly, the declaration last
year by Iran that it would re-
process spent nuclear fuel and
mine uranium to meet a grow-
ing demand for electricity has
added to tensions. The USA
strongly believes that Iran's
announced plans are a pretext
to develop nuclear weapons. It
has been at the forefront of put-
ting pressure on Iran to come
clean about its nuclear prog-
ramme and has demanded
strong action by the interna-
tional community against Iran’s
clandestine nuclear activities.
As a consequence, while India
seems to be getting closer to the
USA, Iran is moving further ap-
art. India will have to do a care-
ful balancing act to make sure
that its relationship with Iran
does not impinge upon its rela-
tionship with the sole super-
power in the international sys-
tem. Though ideally India
would like to preserve healthy
relations with both, Iran and
the USA, ideal situations are
hard to come by in the topsy-
turvy world of international
relations. If Washington decides
to put pressure on India on its
relations with Iran, it would be
rather difficult, it not impos-
sible, for India to maintain the
current trend in Indo-Iranian
relations.

India, on its part, can play a
significant role in bringing the
USA and Iran together in case
the two decide to engage each
other. India enjoys good rela-
tions with both and can also
sympathise with the strategic
concerns of both. Just as India’s
nuclear weapons capability
evolved in response to the South
Asian environment, Iran’s need
for nuclear weapons emerges
from the highly volatile strate-
gic environment it faces in the
Middle East.

On the other hand, US con-
cerns with nuclear weapons
falling in the hands of terrorist
organisations is also a possi-
bility that India has to contend
with in neighbouring Pakistan.
This makes India ideally suited
to bringing about a rap-
prochement between Iran and
the USA.




dv — Juswiuienos feuors
-houd 1bey) sup L uenye)
SJUSULRIRUOD DU O} fhyifirey
80 M 9 " 198 UBWINYY
Si} 8QUIDSSP 0} SPIoM OU ale
alsy, ‘el ul urews! pinom
sdoaz ueiey pres Inq ‘Buiy
8} PaULLIBPUOD 1UoJSN

~1og OIS I Jajwield ueie)
"POIRY Sem 2y sa)je luopieg
PSMOUS OSfe OBPIA U} ples
lepesISMau sRIgezZep-y
‘pies nojleq Jy

~oBeisoy syt 13} 0} ey
li8y} N0 palLeo siexe)
ebejsoy ay; jey; swees

} ‘peniooel em Buipiooss ey}
woyy BuiBpnp, ‘uewsayods
suones ey ‘nojieg

PEUIL 4N DIES ‘SIomain

sy 0} AuAlsUes Jo jno j
MOYs 0} paulosp Inq ‘pajiiy
buieq Apuesedde juopreg

" pemoys yer) Aepig)sef
OBpIA & PeAtedal uone)s 8y
‘Repo} Ayes paliods:
Bl99ZBN-{y 8U} Aunod o)
Wwiol} sdooy S} MEIPYIM 0}
puewap Jisu pasnjel Ay
Jeye opjegq ozuz isyewno|
UsiiB}| pajiy syueliiu

ibey) — 22 ‘By ‘gvaHOVYE

boaj uj pajyny
aqLDS unijny)

JQULIYS JIPUI.I

" 310y Sunysyy Jo syoom
921y Y] UI [[9] OyYMm SOpPRIWIOD
3JoM P[[IY 9SOY} PIES SIAMO[[0]
sJpeS-[v mq ‘sonsnf jo pueiq
Arewuns s1nod> oYy jo sum
-OIA 919M SIIPOQ Y] pres S

"pres 19013j0 9o110d Io1uas
© pres ‘SISmoOJI0J S IPeS-Iy 4q
unl Unod snoISNRI YoLsAew
B Ul SUMYs OY) IBdU S$IIpPoq
01 punoj soifod ‘Aepol ospy

punoj sarpog

" M0U 34311 9Y1] SYOO[
1 jeym SIBYL UOIIN[OSAI
[euly v aq 03 sseadde,, juow
-9218e dovad oy pres 1301550
Awre §n) v -punodwos surrys
3y) 0} Juipes| s1021s Iy} Ul
Aq passed spdoad se uo payooy
SI91plos S ‘Aepol Iafjrey
"211) 9se0d 01 sdoon
13U} paIspio $2010) §M) pue
[eap 2y 0} paaide osfe jusw
-UI0A03 wiIalul s beiy ‘ruelsig
-V yum g8 ise; Sunoswr
20ej-01-008; ® ur [esodoid
soead ay1 paydosoe Ipeg-[y
“eJny] 3unnoqy3iou pue jelen
9ABD| PUE SULIE IIdY) UMOD Ae|
0} eniu Awry 1pyeiN siy Sug
-I3pIO ‘s1aeadspnof sQuuys
9} I5A0 ISBOPROIQ JUDWIR]S
€ pansst ipeg-fe epeibnpy
SIS [edIpRI ‘IIIUMUBI

"pesyIaA0
M3 s394y Jof pue ay1s Ajoy
Yyl punoze suonisod oy

pourelulew s s9010j S}
"J1 191Us Jou pIp Ing
— uoouwid)e siy) punodwod

saulys oYy punore pakoidap
9I3m uswspiend [euoneu
pue 2o10d 1bery jo suszop

ddV — Aepu uo jefeN ul auuys ily wew ey spisul deels uswreiw ALy 1PuBW ;SQHIS FHL HO4 30Y3d

AV

JNS

eaj[n Jefe

pue L&y pio sy jo jon
-u0d usye) pey saoloj 1bery

“Inys d1om
s100p sy pue Kdws pareadde
Islel ouuys ayJ ‘apisul

U33q pey oym ‘syueijiu gm
PIXIW N0 paij pue SULYS 2Y)
ot powreans swadpd 931,1ys
Jo spuesnoyy ‘Aepoy 1atreq
"[eap voead a1y paroyoiq
IURISIS-[V 19} SInoy owed
Isjsueny sy, ‘Al eAiqery
“IV PO} ‘lueisiS-e juassnp
IV yejjoiedy pueiny o) opre
ue ‘Jeyeydj-je paweH IN ‘A
-uoyine snoidal oy} 03 I9A0
Papuey uadq Ay sAay sy pue
pajendeas uooq sey punod
-wod aunys AJoy a1 MOp],,
'SISLID Apoopq oYy Suipus
ur dojs ‘Jeronas 3£ orjoquufs e
SeM — Ino9pHy e se Juisn usaq
SARY SIUR)IpIU oY) Yomym —
SIS JLIYS ISAIjoY Y} JO SUO
0] S£3% 941 JO 1940 puey Y I,
K10 Ajoy sy ur
Sunydy jo syoom oaxy) pud oy
Juswdorde dovod e Jumorog
Aepoy ouap oy lyg doy s bery
Jo soaneussaidor 03 10a0
A3 s} pauIng pue suLyS Iy
Wew] PIIdAdI Y} JO N0 pajy
SIWENIN — *LT S0V V(YN

ANIWIIFHOV F0VId HIL4V SIAIV INVLSIS-TV OL SAIM HIAO ANVH SINVLITIN HAVS-1v

28 AU(’ anni



ttack on Kufa mosque kills 74

Sadr blames US, Iraq govt for mortar attack m w American forces deny hand

Agencies
Najaf August 26

A TOTAL of 74 people were
killed and more than 350 woun-
ded in a mortar attack on Kufa’s
main mosque and a shooting at
demonstrators on Thursday, as
Iraqg’s Shia spiritual leader en-
tered Najaf on a mission to
“save” the battered holy city.

Hopes raised by his arrival
were dimmed by violent inci-
dents in Najaf's twin city of
Kufa which killed 74 people, ac-
cording to officials, and more
attacks on pipelines in south-
ern Iraqg. “The Najaf hospital
received 39 bodies and 255
wounded and the one in Kufa 25
bodies and 60 wounded,” a
health ministry official said.

In Kufa, Hussam al-Husseini,
an al-Sadr aide, said one mortar
shell hit the mosgue compound
itself and two others hit near
the mosque gates. Others gave
conflicting accounts of the
number of explosions.

It was unclear who carried
out the attacks in Kufa. US-led
forces said they had not carried
out any operations in Kufa for
24 hours and the interim gov-
ernment said it had called a
ceasefire in Najaf.

Al-Sadr’s aide, al-Husseini,
said another mosque in Kufa
had also been hit by mortar
rounds on Thursday, but it was
unclear whether casualties we-
rereported. He blamed the mor-
tar attack on the main mosque
on American forces backing
Iraqi troops in the city. “We held
the interim government respon-
sible for this bombing. We hold
it responsible for this blood-
shed,” al-Husseini said.

Crowds of angry people
were reported to have built up
around the gates of the hospi-
tal where casualties were tak-
en. “We were gathering outside
and inside the mosgue prepar-
ing to head to Najaf when two
mortar shells landed, one in-
side the mosque and the other
on the main gate,” said one

AP

Followers of radical Shia cleric Muqtada al-Sadr hit themselves on the chest while chanting slogans in
protest against the attack on the main mosque in Kufa on Thursday.

man who was taking an injured
friend to the hospital. “Thisisa
criminal act. We just wanted to
launch a peaceful demonstra-
tion,” Hani Hashem said.

The governor of Najaf said
neither US nor Iragi govern-
ment forces had carried out the
attack. Blood was splattered on
the pavement in a courtyard be-
side the mosgque and a pair of
sandals was left nearby. Shrap-
nel from the explosions tore sm-
all chunks out of walls and the
pavement, but the compound
did not appear to have suffered
serious structural damage.

The bodies of another eight

people killed in the demonstra-
tion and 42 wounded people
were transported to Diwaniya,
about 50 km east of Najaf.
Meanwhile, a large crowd of
people took advantage of the
ceasefire suspending three we-
eks of fighting between Sadr’s
Mehdi Army and US and Iragi
government troops to force their
way into the Imam Ali mauso-
leum, one of the holiest sites in
Shia Islam, which has been held
by the militia for four months.
Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sis-
tani’s arrival in Najaf with
thousands of supporters in his
wake triggered a 24-hour cease-

fire in the city where talks be-
gan with representatives of
rebel cleric Mugtada Sadr.

Sistani, treated to a euphoric
welcome since returning from
medical treatment in London
on Wednesday, has signalled
that he wants all armed groups
to disarm in Najaf and Kufa
and all foreign troops to leave.

Talks between Sistani and
Sadr’s camps started almost
immediately, said a spokesman
for the ayatollah, but it was not
clear if the two leaders them-
selves had met face-to-face as
officials said they had 24 hours
to find a solution.

At inast A5 people were kifled in Kuta
on Thursday as top Shi‘ite clarie,
Grand Ayatoliah Ali al-Sistani made
his way from Basra to Najaf’s Old
City to try 1o persuade rebel clesic
Mogtada al-Sadr’s Mehdi Army militia
to leave a sacred shrine

Grest Mosque -

| Atjeast 25 Saar

§wounded in g8ack

SR :
REUTERS B

Assault suspended

A MILITARY offensive ag-
ainst Shia Muslim militia-
men in Najaf has been tem-
porarily suspended to allow
for peace talks, the US
Army confirmed on Th-
ursday The assault had
been “temporarily suspend-
ed” to facilitate the return
of Irag’s top Shia cleric
Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sis-
tani and allow for talks be-
tween his representatives
and those of rebel cleric
Mugtada Sadyr, it said.

AFP, Najaf
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aides hold peace tal

By Atul Aneja V\q

MANAMA, AUG. 26. Iraq’s top Shia
spiritual leader, Grand Ayatol-
lah Ali Sistani, arrived in Najaf
on Thursday in an attempt to
end the three-week-old standoff
between American forces and
supporters of the firebrand cler-
ic Mogtada Al-Sadr.

Talks between representa-
tives of the Grand Ayatollah and
Mr. Al-Sadr’ aides have begun.
U.S. forces, along with Ameri-
can-trained Iraqi soldiers, have
besieged fighters from Mr. Al-
Sadr’'s Mehdi Army inside the
Imam Ali shrine in Najaf.

The negotiations are meant
to end the crisis peacefully amid
threats by the interim Defence
Minister that the occupants of
the mausoleum should surren-
der peacefully or face forcible
eviction.

Amnesty offered

Seeking an end to the crisis,
Irag’s interim Prime Minister,
Iyad Allawi, declared a 24-hour
ceasefire in Najaf so that the
peace talks could proceed. He

/\\0

also offered amnesty to the
Mehdi Army fighters and safe
passage for Mr. Al-Sadr, provid-
ed the inmates vacating the
shrine  surrendered  their
weapons.

Ayatollah Sistani arrived in
Najaf from the southern city of
Basra in a convoy, which was
followed by thousands of his
supporters. British occupation
troops and Iraqi security forces
escorted the vehicles, while hel-
icopters hovered overhead to
ensure the safety of the convoy.

Earlier, the spiritual leader
was flown in to Kuwait from
London, where he was recuper-
ating from heart surgery. His
12-vehicle convoy crossed the
Kuwaiti border and entered Iraq
on Wednesday. Meanwhile, two
mortar shells fell into a mosque
compound in Kufa, killing at
least 26 people who were part of
a crowd preparing to leave for
Najaf in anticipation of Ayatol-
lah Sistani’s arrival. Hundreds
of people, heeding the Grand
Ayatollah’s earlier call to march
on Najaf in order to save the
‘burning’ city, had gathered in

Kufa. Crowds of angry people
thronged the gates of the hospi-
tal where the casualties were
taken.

In another incident, the
sound of heavy gunfire forced
back over 2,000 people from a
roadblock on the main route to
Najaf.

Pipelines damaged

In a day of fast-paced devel-
opments, eight oil pipelines
feeding two oilfields in southern
Iraq were damaged in a bomb
attack, the Dubai-based Al-Ara-
biya TV channel reported on
Thursday. An official from Iraq’s
South Oil Company was quoted
as saying that an explosive de-
vice went off at 9 p.m. local time
on Wednesday under a bridge,
which collapsed.

Eight parallel pipelines feed-
ing Zubeir 1 and Zubeir 2 oil-
fields, about 20 km southwest of
Basra were damaged, he said.

Traders were quoted as say-
ing that world oil prices, which
had been dropping after surging
to record highs, had risen after
the news.
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Peace talks fail
as NaJ af burns

Y
/ﬂ\
HEAVY CLASHES erupted
between US troops and Shi-
ite militiamen in the Iragi
holy city of Najaf today af-
ter the proposed handover of
the militia’s shrine strong-
hold to the Shia religious
leadership was suspended.

Fighters loyal to Shia rad-
ical leader Mugtada Sadr
launched multiple attacks
on US tanks, parked around
300 metres away from the
Imam Ali shrine, as the re-
verberations of gunfire and
mortar bombs could be
heard from inside the
mosque compound.

A car bomb detonated
near a US military convoy
outside Mosul on Sunday ,
the military said. Two chil-
dren were injured in the
blast, said Dr. Mohammed
Ahmed of al-Jumhuri hos-
pital. The bomb exploded as
the convoy passed a road
west of Mosul, 360 km
northwest of Baghdad.

Overnight, US warplanes
pounded the city, causing
three large explosions near
the mausoleum, as the US
army confirmed military
operations were continuing
at the request of the Iraqi
government.

American troops backing
Iraqi forces in Najaf had
scaled back their deploy-
ment yesterday, but today’s
clashes were more intense
than the sporadic firing the
previous day. Some two days
after spokesmen for both
Sadr and Grand Ayatollah
Ali al-Sistani announced
the deal to hand over the
keys to the shrine, which

Agencies
Najaf August 22

the Mehdl Army have occu-
pied since their April upris-
ing, talks bogged down.

“We do not know how
long it will take. It all de-
pends on the situation and
Sistani,” Sadr's junior
spokesman Sheikh Ahmed
al-Shaibani said.

“The matter is suspended
as of now, because we are &
awaiting the response from
Sistani about forming the
committee” tasked with car-
rying out a full inventory of
the shrine’s priceless works
of art and alms.

Sistani has been reluc-
tant to take back the shrine
without ensuring that noth-
ing is missing and the Meh-
di Army is unwilling to sur-
render control amid any
suggestion of impropriety.

Sadr’s aides had earlier
said that his militia would
continue to guard the mo-
sque after any handover, de-
fying calls from Allawi to dis-
band and vacate the mosque.
A Sistani spokesman in Lon-
don told Al Arabiya televi-
sion “no specific time has
been set” for a handover of
the mosque’s keys.

Meanwhile, US tanks
have advanced to within 800
metres of the Imam Ali
mosque. North of Baghdad,
a suicide car bomb blew up
near a convoy carrying
Iraqi officials near the town
of Baquba, killing two peo-
ple and wounding eight, a
police officer said.

The car bomber near
Baquba, a hotbed of anti-US
resistance, appeared to have
been targeting Ghasan al-
Ghadren, the town’s deputy
mayor, police said. The offi-
cial was slightly wounded.

REUTERS |

Masked Iraqi police officers patrol Najaf streets on Sunday.
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"Prisoners’ hunger strike

Q)%

finds sup

DAN WILLIAMS % ‘
JERUSALEM, AUGUST 22 %

THE number of Palestini-
ans on a hunger strike in Is-
raeli jails has almost doubled
to 2,900 in the week since the
protest was launched, the Pris-
ons Service said on Sunday.

But Israel vowed not to
budge on the prisoners’ de-
mands that wardens stop strip
searches, allow more frequent
familyvisits, improve sanitation
and install public telephones.
Seen by Palestinians as symbols
of resistance to Israeli occupa-
tion, some 1,500 inmates began
refusingfood on Angust 15.

Israeli officials called the
liquids-only fast a ploy by pris-
oners to secure easier commu-
nication with militant groups
spearheading a four-year-old
revolt and refused to negoti-
ate. One minister said he did
not care if they starved to
death. “There are now around .
2,900 prisoners taking part in
the protest, but we believe it is
waning,” a Prisons Service
spokeswoman - said. “The
hunger strike is being un-
evenly observed at 10 of our
facilities. Around 40 prisoners
havebrokenit” =~ -

Palestinian officials said
about 3,200 prisoners had

in Iialestine

Israeli soldiers in a house-to-house search operation, In the

West Bank city of Nablus on Saturday. AP/PTI

joined the hunger strike.
About 7,000 Palestinians, ex-
cluding common criminals,
are held in Israelijails.

A Palestinian lobby group
said some of the inmates were
in critical condition and accused
the Prisons Service of withhold-
ingmedical treatment. “Prison-
ers are in real danger,” the
Palestinian Prisoners Club said
inastatement, calling on Yasser
Arafat’s Palestinian Authority
to push harder for the cause of
the strikers. ,

Israel denied withholding
treatment. “Doctors conduct
regular examinations of all the
striking inmates,” the Prisons
Service spokeswoman said.
“Several inmates admitted

INDIAN ©yporeg

themselves to prison clinics in
what was clearly an attempt to
seek legitimacy for them
breaking the hunger strike.”
No prisoners were yet in a crit-
ical condition, she added.

The Prisons Service has
withheld privileges from the
priseners since the start of the
hunger strike and has said it
might barbecue meat outside
their cells to break their spirits.

Israeli television broadcast
footage it said was filmed
through a spy-hole and
showed uprising leader Mar-
wan Barghouthi, the most

- high-profile prisoner, eating

in hiscell. Qaraqe said Bargh-
outhi only joined the strike
last Wednesday. —Reuters

31 g\Ai'ﬁfa N



control of shnne 9

Shi’ite Muslims walk inside the Shrine of Imam
Ali in Najaf on Saturday. — AFP

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NAJAF, Aug. 21. — Milit-
ants loyal to firebrand
Shi’ite cleric Mugtada al-
Sadr remained in control
of Imam Ali Shrine, a
revered Shi'ite shrine at
the centre of the crisis in
Najaf today, as they bick-
ered with top Shi'ite lead-
ers over how to hand the
holy site over.

As the standoff dragged
on, heavy clashes broke
out near the cemetery and
the Old City this afternoon
between Al-Sadr’s militia-
men and US forces.

US troops came under
mortar attack in the Old
City and destroyed two
militant mortar positions
with gunfire and a heli-

copter attack. The vio-
lence in the city and a
threatened government
raid of the mosque risked
inflaming the nation’s
majority Shi'ites. The cri-
sis appeared on the verge
of resolution yesterday
with the insurgents’ sur-
prising decision to remove
their weapons from the
shrine, where they were
hiding, and turn it over to
Shi’ite clerics.

But the two sides were
still debating how to arra-
nge such a transfer today.
Al-Sadr aides said they
tried to hand the keys over
to representatives of Iraq’s
top Shi'ite cleric, Grand
Ayatollah Ali al-Husseini
al-Sistani, who refused to
accept them, demanding

Starting young

BAGHDAD, Aug. 21. —
Ten-year-old Abbas is
saving up his pocket
money for a hand gre-
nade. He wants an Ame-
rican one to throw at the
huge US tanks that sit
on every key crossroad
of Sadr. He doesn’t want
an Iraqi one although,
at £ 2, it is half the price.
“The American is stron-
ger. I'll attack Ameri-
cans everywhere,” he
says with a smile.

In any other country,
this could be dismissed
as children’s bragging.
But Abbas is attending
Friday prayers at al-
Hikmeh mosque, the
Baghdad headquarters
of Mugqtada al-Sadr,
dressed in the white
shroud of a martyr, a
fighter ready for death

— The Times, London

the shrine be evacuated
first. Sheik Ali Smeisim, a
senior Al-Sadr aide, said
the militants wanted a
delegation from Al-Sista-
ni’s office to first inspect
the shrine and make sure
its treasures were intact,
so that Al-Sadr’s followers
would not be accused of
stealing anything.

Only then would the mil-
itants leave, he said.

~
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‘Mugtada bends a little

Clerics men remove arms from Imam Ali shrine

B

A building explodes as the first bomb drops during a US aerial assault on insurgent targets in Najaf on Thursday.

MAN OF CONTENTION

Associated Press
Baghdad, August 20

MILITIAMEN LOYAL to
rebel Shia cleric Mugqtada
al-Sadr on Friday removed
their weapons from the
Imam Ali Shrine in Najaf
as part of an arrangement
aimed at ending a two-we-
ek-old anti-US uprising ce-
ntred on the holy site.

Iraqg’s highest Shia cler-
ic, Grand Ayatollah Ali al-
Husseini al-Sistani, agre-
ed to take control of the
shrine, which al-Sadr’s
Mehdi Army militia turn-
ed into a stronghold and
refuge during their fight
with US forces.

Al-Sadr aides were wor-
king out a handover of the
keys to the site with al-Sis-
tani followers. One aide
said the keys could be giv-
en later on Friday. By Fri-
day evening, militants had
withdrawn all their wea-
pons from the shrine com-
pound, where civilians and
unarmed militia members
mingled in peace. In previ-
ous days, the walled com-
pound had been filled with
hundreds of chanting and
bellicose gunmen.

The surprise pullback
came a day after Irag’s int-
erim Prime Minister, Ivad

o

=> Aged about 30\;the plump,
bearded cleric derives his
authority from his late father
Ayatollah Mohammed Sadeq
al-Sadr, iong an opponent of
Iraqi dictator Saddam
Hussein

=> His father and two of his
brothers were murdered in
1999, probably by agents of
Saddam. An uncle was also
killed in 1980 after he called
for an Iranian-style Islamic
republic

=> Sadr faces charges of
murder, which he denies, over
the killing of a rival, moderate
cleric, Abdul Majid al-Khoei,
who was hacked to death

at the Imam Ali shrine in

April 2003

Allawi, threatened to sto-
rm the shrine, a move
certain to cause bloodshed
and infuriate Shias across
Irag. On Thursday and
overnight, US warplanes
bombed militia positions
in Najaf in fighting that
killed 77 people and woun-
ded 70 others.

But after daybreak, Na-
jaf was the quietest in
weeks, and Allawi backed
off his threats, saying a
peaceful resolution was

=» He unleashed a Mehdi
Army uprising across south-
ern Iraq in April this year
after the then US-led occupa-
tion shut down his newspaper
and arrested a key aide.
Hundreds of people were
killed before he struck a truce
with US forces in June

=> The latest rebellion began
on August 5 and has spread to
Sadr City, a Shia slum in
Baghdad named in honour of
his father, after Saddam’s fall

possible. “We are not going
to attack the mosque, we
are not going to attack
Mugtada al-Sadr and the
mosque, evidently we are
not going to do this”
Allawisaid on Friday. “The
olive branch is still extend-
ed, he can take advantage
of the olive branch.”
Al-Sadr has so far reject-
ed the other main govern-
ment demand — that he
disband his Mehdi Army.
But surrendering the

shrine would like

the end of the fighting that
erupted on August 5. US
forces had ruled out an
American assault on the
site and had faced tough
fighting in a vast cemetery
nearby from which al-Sadr
fighters fired on American
and Iraqi troops.

Interior Ministry spok-
esman Sabah Kadhim said
on Friday that police en-
tered the shrine and ar-
rested 400 armed militants
without incident. However,
reporters who were inside
the shrine throughout the
afternoon said not a single
police officer entered the
compound and no arrests
were made.

Handing over the shrine
to al-Sistani’s religious au-
thorities appeared to be a
compromise. “We don’t wa-
nt to appease the govern-
ment. ... We want to appea-
se the Iraqi people,” an ai-
de to al-Sadr said.

In a sermon read on his
behalf in the nearby Kufa
Mosque, al-Sadr said he
wanted the religious au-
thorities to take control
of the Old City from his
Mehdi Army, though he
also called on all Muslims
to rise up if the shrine is

attacked. -
,j//
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‘Al Sadr rej jects ultlmatum to end Najaf standoft

\v

Iraq govt threate

Ass_ociated Press
Najaf August 19

MILITANT SHIA cleric
Mugtada al-Sadr on Thurs-
day rejected a government
u.lt.imatum to disarm his mi-
litia immediately and pull
them ot of a revered Shia
shrine here or risk a massive
onslaught by Iraqi forces, an
aide to the cleric said.

The news came soon after
mllltants, presumably from
his Mehdi Army militia,
bombarded a Najaf police
stationn with mortars roun-
ds, k_ilih’ng seven policemen
al}d inguring 31 others, hos-
p}tal officials said. Explo-
sions and gunbattles per-
smte«;l through the streets of
the city Witnesses said a US
warpl ane fired missiles at a
hotel in a neighbourhood
where Mehdi Army mili-
tants ‘were known to take up
fighting positions.

The cleric must also sign
a staterment saying he will
refraiin from future violence
and release all civilians and
1raq1 security forces his mil-
itants have kidnapped. In
addit.ion, al-Sadr must hold
a news conference to an-
nourrce he is disbanding the
Mahadi Army Al-Sadr
quickly rejected the de-

US soldiers patrol the deserted streets in the besieged city of Najaf on Thursday. Supporters of Shia cleric Mugtad

mands, according to Haidar
al-Tourfi, an official at al-
Sadr office's office in Najaf.

“Either martyrdom or vic-
tory,” was the c}egg’s respo-
1

nse, accordingto al-Tourfi.

-

A threatened raid on the
Imam Ali Shrine, where the
militants are holed up, could
inflame the country’s major-
ity Shia population against
the government, especially

if the holy site were dam-
aged in the fighting. Other
Muslim countries, including
Shia Iran, have appealed to
the government to search
for a peaceful solution to the

crisis. Abdel-Hadi al-Darra-
31 an al-Sadr representative
in Baghdad warned that
fighting in Najaf could “ig-
nite a revolution all over
Iraq”. “We welcome any ini-

tiative to stop the bloodbath
in Najaf,” he said. “Other-
wise the battle will move to
other places.” Government
accusations that the mili-
tants had mined the shrine

AP & AFP

a al-Sadr chant slogans outside the shrine of Imam Ali in Najaf on Thursday.

compound and reports that
women and children were
among those inside could
further complicate any raid.
Iragi officials have said a
crack squad of Iraqi troops

to raid Imam Ali shrine m Damage to holy site could spark worldwide Shia uprising

Cleric's aides ready
to die martyrs

MUQTADA SADR'S Sh-
ia Muslim fighters will
happily die as martyrs,
a senior aide of the mil-
itia leader said on Th-
ursday, after an Iragi
minister ordered them
to disarm or face a mili-
tary offensive. To Min-
ister of State Kassem
Daoud’s ultimatum, Sa-
dr’s senior aide Ali Sm-
eisim said, “Daoud is
not part of the negotiat-
ions. If there is a US
conspiracy orchestrat-
ed by Secretary of De-
fence Donald Rumsfeld
and US agents respond
to it, then we’ll be hap-
py to be martyrs of this
nation,” he said.

AFE Najaf

would lead any raid against
poorly trained militants in
the shrine, and US forces
would not go into the com-
pound. The Najaf violence
has spread to other Shia
communities, including
Baghdad’s Sadr City slum.
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THE SITHATION IN Iraq borders on the surreal.
Over a 1000 delegates congregated in Baghdad
to elect a legislative body that will oversee the
functioning of the interim government until
elections are held early next year. However,
these supposedly sovereign institutions are so
powerless that they function behind a protec-
tive cordon provided by the forces in illegal oc-
cupation of the country even as resistance
groups hold sway over most of the population
and large swathes of territory. Shia insurgent
groups apparently control a huge slum in Bagh-
dad as well as the inner neighbourhoods of most
southern cities, while the Sunni triangle to the
north and west of the capital has become a no-
go area for outside forces. The most active re-
sistance groups refused to participate in the
Baghdad conference and the insecure condi-
tions apparently deterred several other prospec-
tive delegates from risking the journey. Under
these circumstances the conference was noth-
ing more than a farcical exercise to set up a
supposedly independent body that will rubber
stamp the decisions of the interim government.
This make-believe effort at democratisation
might be lauded by the foreign sponsors of the
current Iraqi set-up. However, even the interim
Prime Minister, Ayad Allawi, did not apparently
believe that the conference would serve any real
purpose since he hardly participated after the
opening session.

The interim Prime Minister’s recent actions
indicate that he prefers to be seen by his com-
patriots as a strong man rather than as a demo-
crat. He appears to have calculated that the
Iraqis will give their allegiance to a leader who
promises to restore order even through recourse
to ruthless measures where necessary. A con-
frontation in Najaf with forces loyal to the rad-

THE Hinpy
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VSOVEREIGNTY’ IN OCCUPIED IRAQ

ical Shia cleric, Moqtada al Sadr, has provided
Mr. Allawi with an opportunity to create such an
image for himself. Mr. Sadr’s militia, the Mahdi
Army, has been given an ultimatum to disarm
and disperse and warned that all available force
will be used if it does not do so. While units of
the United States Army and Marine Corps have
penned Mr. Sadr and his followers inside the
shrine of Imam Ali, they are unable to advance
any further because of the fear of unintended
consequences. This shrine is most sacred for
Shia Muslims and if any damage is caused to it in
the course of an attack, the reverberations will
be felt far beyond Iraq. Mr. Allawi has tried to
limit the fallout by declaring that military oper-
ations in the vicinity of the shrine will be carried
out by Iraqi forces. However, this subterfuge is
not likely to produce the desired result. It is well
known that the army and other security forces
that are being raised in Iraq do not have the
training or the equipment required for under-
taking such an operation; until now these forces
have consistently refused to fight their own
countrymen. The situation is such that most
people in Iraq and elsewhere will believe that the
local troops only provide a propaganda cover for
actions taken by the foreign military contin-
gents. Such an impression would have been re-
inforced after the interim government ordered
all independent journalists to leave Najaf.

Mr. Allawi’s effort to project himself as a deci-
sive leader was undermined by his patrons in
Washington when they forced him to roll back
an amnesty offer. With his credibility in tatters,
the interim Prime Minister apparently feels that
he has to take drastic measures to prove he can
deliver. Confronted with a choice, Mr. Allawi
preferred to crush his own people rather than
stand up to the occupiers.

2.0 Al ONAA



“Al-Sadr ‘accepts’

1 peace_

NAJAF, Aug. 18. — Shi’ite
cleric Mugqtada al-Sadr

today accepted a peace "

plan to end the fighting in
Najaf that would disarm his
militia and remove them
from a holy shrine where
they are hiding out, an Al-
Sadr spokesmap said.
However, the cleric wanted
to negotiate how the deal
-would be implemented.
Al-Sadr’s decision came
just hours after Iraqi de-
fence minister Mr Hazem
Shaalan said the govern-
ment could raid the Imam
Ali shrine as early as today
to flush out the militants.
The cease-fire deal was
first presented to al-Sadr’s
aides in Najaf yesterday by
an eight-person delegation
sent by the Iraqi National
Conference. Al-Sadr dec-
lined to meet with the
mediators personally.
The proposal demanded
the cleric’s militia drop its
_arms, withdraw from the
shrine and transform itself
into a political party in
exchange for amnesty.
Sheik Hassan al-Athari,
an official at Al-Sadr’s
office in Baghdad, said the
cleric had agreed to the

THE STATESMAN
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An Iragi woman shows the
number of US tanks positioned
near her house during an
intensive battle between Al-Sadr
militia and US forces near the
Imam Ali shring in Najaf
on Wednesday. — AFP

plan, but wanted the dele-
gation to return to Najaf to
negotiate how it would be
implemented and ensure
his militants would not be
arrested. He said al-Sadr
had other minor condi-
tions, but did not elaborate.
Clashes marked by. gun-
fire and explosions contin-
ued in Najaf even after the
agreement was announced
today. The fighting in Najaf
has killed six people and
injured 23 since yesterday.
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/D/LEGATES TELL MILITIA TO SURRENDER

lraql truce team
lands in Najaf

Associated Préss’ % v

BAGHDAD, Aug. 17. —
A truncated delegation of
Iragis arrived in Najaf on
helicopters today to pre-
sent Shi’ite cleric Muqtada
al-Sadr with a peace pro-
" posal aimed at ending the
violent insurgency wrack-
ing the holy city.

The peace proposal,
cobbled together by dele-
gates at Iraq’s National
Conference, demanded
that Al-Sadr’'s Mahdi
Army militia put down its
arms, leave the Imam Ali
Shrine where it is holed up
and join Irag’s political
process in exchange. for
amnesty.

“This is not a negotla-
tion. This is a friendly mis-
sion to convey the message
of the National Confes-

ence,” said delegation head

Hussein al-Sadr, a relative
of the cleric. “We want to
change the Mahdi -Army
into a political organisation
and to evacuate the shrine
of Ali with the promise not
to legally pursue those tak-
ing shelter there. This is
what the government and
all Iraqis want.”

The eight-member dele-
gation — seven of them
Shiites — arrived at a US
military base in Najaf this
afternoon aboard two US

Annun reu 0’

to mediate

. UNHQ, Aug. 17.— UN

Secretary-General Mr Kofi
Annan has agreed to play
“a facilitating role” to help -
end the violence in Najaf
provided “it helps and all
sides agree to it”, a UN
spokesman said.
Mr Annan has spoken in
this regard to US Secretary
of State Gen. Colin Powell,
Iran’s foreign minister Mr
Kamal Kharrazi and his-new
Iraq envoy Mr Ashraf Jehan-
" gir Qazi over the weekend,
-the spokesman said.
The announcement follows
appeals by Iran and Saudi
Arabia for UN intervention
in Najaf. — PTI

army helicopters.

Earlier today, a much
larger delegation of 60
conference members had
planned to take a convoy
on the 160 km journey to
Najaf. That trip was
delayed, and then eventu-
ally called off, because of
security concerns.

After that delegation
waited for more than
seven hours to arrange a
security escort, Hussein al-
Sadr suddenly announced
the smaller group would
travel to Najaf by heli-

“copter. “The government

wishes this delegation to
achieve its goals to end the
crisis forever, to protect
the people and the holy
sites,” he said, “This is for
the benefit of Najaf and
Iraq and every Iraqgi.”
Al-Sadr aides said they
welcomed the mission, but
not the peace proposal.
“The demands of the
(National * Conference)
committee are impossible.
The shrine compound
must be in the hands of the
religious authorities. They
are asking us to leave
Najaf while we are the

" sons of Najaf,” said Sheik

Ali Smeisim.
Mortar hits Baghdad

Seven people were killed
and 47 injured after a mor-

.tar round hit a busy street

in central Baghdad today.
The explosion on al-Ra-

‘sheed Street, a commercial

district in Baghdad, des-
troyed the front of a bar-
bershop. Blood mixed with
shards of glass littered the
street as firefighters hosed
down charred cars.

The attack occurred on
the. final day of the coun-
try’s National Conference,
that was considered a ma-
jor target for insurgents
who have waged violent
attacks here for the past 16

months.
/



Sadr urged to pull
out by Iraq: forum

Associated Press & AFP ('} D)“‘
Baghdad/Najaf, August 16

DELEGATES AT Irag’s National Con-
ference called on radical Shia cleric
Mugtada al-Sadr to abandon his upris-
ing against US and Iraqi troops and pull
his fighters out of a holy shrine in Najaf.

“This is not right. We demand al-
Sadr withdraw from the holy shrine be-
cause it’s not the specific property of
one person,” Hussein al-Sadr, a distant
cousin to the cleric, told the confer-
ence. “It belongs to everybody. Shrines
should not be controlled by one man,
regardless of his status.”

The majority of delegates raised
their hands in favour of Hussein al-
Sadr’s proposal to send a delegation to
Najaf to meet with the militant cleric
and ask him to stop fighting and join the
political process. “The door is open to
all Iraqis, regardless of their religion,
ethnic background, to join the free po-
litical process,” Hussein al-Sadr said.

Delegates said some of Muqtada al-
Sadr’s people attended the conference
on Monday for the first time since it be-
gan on Sunday. The three-day national
conference is an unprecedented forum
for Iragis of all ethnic and religious
groups to discuss their visions for the
future of this country, which is strug-
gling with a Sunni insurgency, a re-
newed uprising by Shia militants and
constant sabotage attacks on its recon-
struction efforts.

THE HIDLI®
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In Najaf, two American soldiers were
killed on Monday when troops came un-
der attack by militiamen loyal al-Sadr.

Journalists asked to leave Najaf

The Najaf police chief ordered jour-
nalists to leave Najaf on Sunday. “I re-
ceived orders from the interior minis-
ter who demands that all local, Arab
and foreign journalists leave the hotel
and city within two hours,” General
Ghaleb al-Jazairi said. “Journalists
are no longer allowed to work in the
city and must take their equipment
and leave... because some people want
to attack them,” he said. “We have in-
formation that there is a 250 kilo car
bomb targeting them,” the fiery police
chief added. Reporters Without Bor-
ders on Monday criticised the order.
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IRAQ RESISTANCE / FRESH ROUND

D
F VIOLENCE FEARED

By Atul Aneja \/\0

MANAMA, AUG. 14. Talks to end a
week of raging violence in Najaf
have collapsed, reopening pro-
spects of another round of con-
flict in the Shia dominated
southern Iraqi city.

Mouwaffaq Al-Rubaie, the
National Security Adviser in the
U.S.-backed Iragi interim Gov-
ernment, who had been in-
volved in talks with supporters
of the firebrand Shia cleric
Moqtada Al-Sadr said today that
he had tried to persuade the
group to disarm and join the
political mainstream. “I feel
deep sorrow and regret to an-
nounce the failure of the efforts
we have exerted to end the crisis
in Iraq peacefully,” he said. “We
have been talking and discuss-
ing these matters for three days
but reached no positive conclu-
sion,”” he added. “After three
days, my Government thought

there was no use in
continuing.”
Ahmed  al-Shaibany, a

spokesman for Mr. Al-Sadr in
Najaf, pinned the blame for the
failure of the talks on the Amer-
icans. “There are particular
points and demands we had

. that we specifically wanted the
Americans to sign on, but they
refused,” he said.

Among those demands, he
said, was the U.S. compensa-
tion for the families of those

}ﬂled during fighting with the
~Americans.

7 The U.S. military has said that
pundreds of people loyal to Mr.
Al-Sadr have been killed in the
Najaf fighting, but the guerillas
say that the figure is exaggerat-
ed. Mr. Al-Sadr issued a list of
demands on Friday, including
an American withdrawal from
Najaf and amnesty for all his
fighters. In exchange, his fol-
lowers would disarm and pull
out of out of the revered Imam
Ali shrine and Najaf’s old city,

Mr. Al-Rubaie said he was
leaving Najaf, but would return
for fresh negotiations in case
they materialised. He regretted
that Mr. Al-Sadr had not directly
participated in the talks, adding
that it was his impression that
some ‘elements’ were blocking
his effort to hold a face-to-face
meeting with the cleric.

Government’s proposal

AP reports:

However, Mr. Al-Sadr himself
did not participate in the talks
and Al-Rubaie said he felt some
‘elements’ were hindering his
efforts to hold a face-to-face
meeting with the firebrand cler-
ic. The Government negotiator
said he had proposed that Al-
Sadr’s militia be disbanded and
become a political movement.

“We have been talking and
discussing these matters for
three days but reached no posi-
tive conclusion,” he said. “After
three days, my Government
thought there was no use in
continuing.”

Mr. Al-Sadr’s aide, Sheik Ali

Truce talks in Najaf collapse

W 0\ D gy
- where they have taken refuge. elsim, said both sides had

agreed on all points, but the in-
terim Prime Minister, Ayad Alla-
wi, suddenly told the
Government officials to break
off talks and return to Baghdad.

“It is a conspiracy to commit
a big massacre,” he told the
pan-Arab Al-Jazeera television
station.

The battles ended on Friday
as both sides respected a cease-
fire during the negotiations.

Despite the halt in attacks,
about 10,000 demonstrators
from as far away as Baghdad ar-
rived in Najaf on Saturday to
show their solidarity with the

militants and act as human

shields to protect the city.

Samarra bombed

In other violence, U.S. war-
planes bombed the largely Sun-
ni city of Samarra, about 96 km
north of Baghdad, after a series
of clashes there. -

The U.S. military said about
50 militants were killed in the
operation, but police Maj. Saa-
doun al-Dulaimi said 12 per-
sons were killed.

The Shia Muslim cleric, Moqtada al-Sadr, with his hand
bandaged addresses his militiamen inside the shrine of Imam
Ali in Najaf late on Friday in this TV grab. — AFP
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/Sadr sets riders fo

Agencies Q N
Najaf August 13 o\ Vv

SHIA MUSLIM rebel chief Mog-
tada Sadr laid down a list of con-
ditions for an end to more than a
week of deadly clashes pitting
his militia against US troops
and Iraqi forces, a spokesman
said today.

Sheikh Ali Sumeisim spelled
out the conditions — notably for
the withdrawal of the US-led
forces and handover of Najaf to
the Marjayia, the Shia religious
authority — during a news con-
ference at a hotel in the besieged
Shia holy city of Najaf in cen-
tral Iraq.

If all multi-national forces,
Iraqi police and soldiers leave
Najaf and the Marjayia agrees
to take responsibility for the
city, “the Mehdi Army would
pull out from Najaf”, Sumeisim
said, while stressing they re-
fused to disarm.

All basic services must be re-
stored in Najaf, and Sadr’s Meh-
di Army recognised as an ideo-
logical movement with its mem-
bers allowed to carry weapons
for self-defence, Sumeisim said.
Those jailed for supporting the
resistance, all imprisoned cler-
ics and women must also be re-
leased from prison, the spoke-
sman added.

Resistance fighters must no
longer be persecuted and Sadr’s
organisation should be allowed
to decide for itself whether it be-
cornes a political movement, un-
der the conditions.

“All followers of Sadr’s move-
ment should be under a legiti-
mate constitution written by a
free, elected government,” Sum-
eisim said.

“Lastly, all efforts should be
aimed at building a free, inde-
pendent, unified Irag,” he said.

Meanwhile, a Mehdi Army
leader described Sadr’s health
as satisfactory after he was
lightly wounded early today
while inspecting his fighters.

Iraqi officials and aides to a
radical Shia cleric negotiated on
Friday to end fighting that has
raged in the holy city of Najaf
for nine days, after American
forces suspended an offensive
against Mugtada al-Sadr’s mili-

r Najaf truce

Women protest at the US assault on Najaf, outside the US headquarters in central Baghdad on Friday.

tia, officials said.

Aides said al-Sadr had been
injured by shrapnel, though
Iraqi officials disputed that.

With the talks ongoing, the US
military said on Friday that it
had suspended offensive opera-
tions against al-Sadr’s Mehdi
Army militia, who are holed up
the city’s vast cemetery and the
Imam Ali shrine, one of the holi-
est sites to Shia Muslims.

“We are allowed to engage the
enemy only in self defence and
long enough to break contact,”
said Maj. Bob Pizzitola, execu-
tive officer for the 1st Battalion,
5th Cavalry Regiment of the 1st
Cavalry Division. “That was a
blanket order for everybody.”

“Hopefully the talks will go
well and everything will be re-
solved peacefully,” Pizzitola
said.

-Shia cleric Mugtada al-Sadr de-

|
British scribe

kidnapped
and freed

Agencies
Basra, August 13

MILITANTS IN the southern
city of Basra on Friday re-
leased a British journalist they
had kidnapped and threatened
to kill after aides to militant

manded he be freed.

The journalist, James Bran-
don, was brought to al-Sadr’s lo-
cal office and freed. He held an
impromptu news conference
there and thanked the kidnap-
pers and al-Sadr’s aides for
working for his release.

Brandon declined to talk
about the circumstances of his
release. Gunmen released a
British journalist they had
seized in the Iraqi city of Basra
on Friday, witnesses said.

About 20 masked gunmen,
some wearing police uniform,
had stormed into the Al-Diyafa
hotel and dragged the British
journalist along with them.

James Brandon, who was
working for Britain’s Sunday
Telegraph newspaper, was
handed over to the Basra office
of radical Shia cleric Mugtada
al-Sadr. “I'm grateful to the
Mehdi Army and I'm in good
health now,” Brandon told re-
porters shortly after his release.

Brandon, who had a black
eye, said he was treated rough-
ly at first, but then the mood of
his captors softened.

Sadr’s followers in the Mehdi
Army militia have been in-
volved in an outbreak of fight-
ing with US forces in the Shia
Muslim holy city of Najaf
since August 5. Sadr’s office
had earlier intervened to help
secure his release. James Bran-
don was in Basra filing materi-
als for this Sunday newspaper
among other projects
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‘Sadr def

AGENCIES
NAJAF, AUGUST 9

ADICAL Shi'ite
cleric Moqtada
Al-Sadr on Mon-
day defied a de-
mand from Iraq’s interim gov-
ernment that his militia quit
Najaf, after US forces tight-
ened their noose around the
holycityin heavy fighting,

“The Mehdi Armmy and 1
will keep resisting. [ will stay in
holy Najaf and will never
leave,” Sadr said at Najaf’s holi-
est shrine, the Imam Ali
mosque. It was his first public
appearance since the latest
round of fierce fighting with US
Marines erupted last Thursday.

Explosions and gunfire
echoed on Monday from the
heart of Najaf, Irag’s holiest
Shi‘ite Muslim city 160 km
south of Baghdad. A new
Shi'ite uprising has claimed
hundreds of casualties in the
past five days, piling pressure
oninterim PM Iyad Allawi.

“T will continue fighting,”
Al-Sadr told reporters. “Iwill
remain in Najaf city until the

-last drop of my blood has
. been spilled.”
, Though, government offi-
cials had said many of those in-
-volved in the Najaf violence
werecriminals and implied they
were not true acolytes of the
popular Shiite firebrand, Al-
" Sadrclaimed the militantswere
his followers and described
them as volunteers fighting for
anhonourable cause.

“These are.honest attacks

against the occupation.” He
said, referring to the US troop
presence in the country. “They
... are coming to resist the occu-

patlon, to liberate ourcountry.”

“Resistance will continue
and increase day by day,” he
said. “Our demand is for the
American occupation to get out
‘of Iraq. We want an indepen-

\EW%@'F%‘%?‘M e

dent, democratic, free country.”
“The Iraqi government is de-
manding the resistance lay

down its arms and surrender ...

-1did not force anyone to stay in

Najaf ... Those whowant to stay

Mogtada
(lnut)MOMlAmyln 2
NajaPs Wadl Al Selam
oommmnsm-yﬁb
US Army olaimed it had |
klllodseommlmnlnfbur
days of fighting. Reutars

and continue in the resistance
- are welcome and those who

wantcan leave,” Sadrssid,”

A Health Ministry official
said 16 people had been killed
in fighting in the past 24 hours
inIraq. But this did not include
Najaf, where violence shut

down most of the city.

Also a suicide car bomb ex-
ploded outside the house of an
official in the village of Balad
Ruz North of Baghdad on
Monday, killing seven police
and wounding 17 people, po-

lice and the US Military said. .

The deputy governor for Diala
province Akil- Hamed was
among thewounded.

- Allawi visited shell-scarred
Najaf on Sunday and de-
manded militiamenloyal to Al
Sadr leave their - positions
around holy sites and an an-
cientcemetery.

On Monday, smoke rose -

from several places near the
cemetery, the scene of close-
quarter fighting in recent days,
asUS aircraft flew overhead.
The fighting began Thurs-
daywith the collapse of a series
of truces that ended a. two-
month Shiite uprising in early

- June. Al-Sadr said he would

continue fighting' against the

US forces and tuled out new

truce talks, though his aides

. have repeatedly called for a

new cease-fire.

Earlier on Saturday Sheikh
Ahmed Shaibani had told a
Najaf news conference that
Sadr was ready to negotiate
and agree to a truce, but had
specified no timeframe for
peace talks.

arrest warrant

against Chalabn

KHALED YAOOUB OWEIS &
LUKE BAKER
BAGHDAD, AUG 9

AN IRAQI judge said on
Sundayhe had issued an arrest
warrant against leading politi-
cian and former Pentagon dar-
ling Ahmad Chalabi and his
nephew Salem Chalabi, the

- head of the tribunal trying Sad-

dam Hussein.

Zuhair al-Maliki, Chief In-
vestigative Judge of the Central
Criminal Courtof Irag, said an
arrest warrant had been issued
against Ahmad Chalabi in con-
nection with counterfeiting
moneyand against Salem Cha-
labionamurder charge.

Ahmad Chalabi, who
heiped lead the US to war in
Iraqg, was once touted as a po-

“tential leader of the country af-

ter Saddamwas otisted, but has
since been spurned by Wash-
ington and many in PM lyad
Allawi’s interim government.
Chalabi, who fell out with

- Washington over accusations
thathe provided false informa- -

tion on WMDs, said he would
fightthe chargesbrought by the
US-appointed judge which he
saidwere politicallymotivated.

" “Thereisnocasehereand I
will go to meet those charges
head on ..,” he told CNN,

ing from Iran.

“I have been fighting Sad-
dam for many years and we
survived that and we are cer-
tainly not going to be intimi-
dated by thisjudge...”

Former Iraql Governing
Councli member Ahmed
Chalabl speaking to
reporters In Najaf. Reuters

Officials in Washington
have said Chalabi is being in-
vestigated for leaking secrets to
Tran. In 1992, he was convicted
in absentia of bank fraud by a
military court in Jordan. He
says those charges toowere po-
litically motivated.

Salem Chalabi, a lawyer,
is leading the work of the
Iraqi Special Tribunal which
will try Saddam, the deposed
‘President captured last year
by US troops. He told CNN
the charges appeared to be
very strange.

“The warrant for me has
to do with the fact that appar-
ently I threatened somebody,
I'have no recollection of ever
.meeting that person, but ap-
parently I threatened some-
body who subsequently was
killed ...,” he said, speaking
from Britain. — Reuters
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swarrants

Baghdad, Ang. 9 (Reuters): A
US-appointed Iragi judge said
yesterday he had issued an ar-
rest warrant for leading Iraqi
politician Ahmad Chalabi and
his nephew, who is heading
the tribunal trying former
President Saddam Hussein.
Chalabi, a former darling
of the Pentagon who helped
lead the US into war in Irag,
said he would fight the
charges against him which he
described as outrageous.
Zuhair al-Maliki, chief in-
vestigative judge of the Cen-
tral Criminal Court of Iraqg,
said an arrest warrant had
been issued against Ahmad
Chalabi in connection with
counterfeiting money and
against Salem Chalabi for
playing a role in the murder of
afinance ministry official.
Ahmad Chalabi, a former
head of [raq’s previous gov-
erning council, said he and his
nephew had only heard of the
charges through the media
and that they were politically
motivated.
“There is no case here and
I will go to meet those charges
head on,” he told CNN, speak-
ing from Tehran. “T have been
fighting Saddam for many yea-
rs and we survived that and we
are certainly not going to be
intimidated by this judge ...”
He said he had “grave rese-
rvations” about the court, but
added: “Nobody is above the
law and I am certainly not.”
The former exile is the
head of the Iragi National
Congress and was once seen as
apotential Iraqi leader. But he
has falien from favour in re-
cent months, spurned by
Washington and many in the
new Iragi government.

Salem (left) and Ahmad Chalabi

Salem Chalabi, a lawyer, is
leading the work of the Iraqi
Special Tribunal which will
try Saddam Hussein, caught
last year by US troops.

He told CNN the charges
appeared to be very strange.

“The one against my uncle
seems very weird because it
has to do with counterfeit
money and I was told that
when they raided his house a
couple of months ago they
found the equivalent of a few
dollars in counterfeit money
that he was given as head of
the financial committee of the
governing council,” he said.

“The warrant for me has to
do with the fact that apparent-
iy I threatened somebody, I
have no recollection of ever
meeting that person, but

HE TLLT GRAPH

apparently I threatened
somebody who subsequently
was killed ....”

He said today the murder
charges against him were
aimed at undermining the
trial of the former dictator.

“The fact that it was leaked
means there was some eleme-
nt of a smear campaign aga-
inst me, and therefore against
the tribunal, trying to discred-
it the tribunal, which I think
has happened now,” he said.

“That’s what is troubling
me. I want to go back and con-
tinue the work. There are a
large number of staff still
working, trying to do the in-
vestigations. But under these
kind of allegations it makes it
more difficult.”

Chalabi, on a private visit

- —_—

Saddam trial twist in .-
for Chalabis

to London, said he was in con-
tact with Iraqi officials, but
was worried for his safety if
he were jailed. “I plan on re-
turning. I just want to get as-
surances that 1 will not be
killed injail or anything.”
London said Iraqi authori-
ties had not approached the
government about possible ex-
tradition proceedings.
Whatever the case, the ar-
rest warrant is likely to hand
political ammunition to hard-
core supporters of Saddam,
who have described the spe-
cial tribunal as a show trial,
The murder charges throw
a bizarre twist into Saddam'’s
trial, seen as a chance for
fraqis to put decades of tor-
ture and murder of thousands
behind them. Saddam is ex-
pected to face trial on charges
of crimes against humanity.
They will also complicate
the task of a court faced with
the painstaking challenge of
proving a chain of command
between Saddam and agents
accused of crimes ranging
from chemical attacks to tor-
ture. Iragi commentators and
lawyers said today even
though Chalabi was only the

administrator of the Special |

Iragi Tribunal and not a judge,
the arrest warrant could be
damaging because he has been
the public face of efforts to try
Saddam.

“This will have a deep psy-
chological and social impact
on the trial. All supporters of
Saddam will now ask ‘how can
he have a fair trial if the chief
administrator of the court is
charged with murder,” said
Sadoun al-Dulaimi, director of
the Iraq Centre for Research
and Strategic Studies.
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Lawless Baghdad

dusts d

Baghdad, Aug. 8 (Reuters):
Iraq’s government reluctantly
reinstated the death penalty
for crimes including murder,
kidnapping and drug running
today, saying the move was a
necessity and would last until
stability was restored.

Minister of state Adnan al-
Janabi said the measure was
effective immediately, but
there was confusion about
whether it could be applied
retroactively, casting doubt on
whether Saddam Hussein
could be put to death if found
guilty of crimes.

“This is the most difficult
day of my life,” Bakhtiar Am-
in, Irag’s human rights minis-
ter, said as he and Janabi unve-
iled the law. Amin, exiled und-
er Saddam, has been an ardent
campaigner against the death
penalty for several decades.

While extremely common
during Saddam’s rule, capital
punishment was suspended
by the occupying US authori-
ties last year. Since taking of-
fice on June 28 this year, Iraq’s
interim government has hint-
ed repeatedly at reintroducing
it. Janabi said the measure
would not come into force
until published in the official
gazette, probably in the com-
ingdays.

He said the measure was
being imposed with a strong
degree of reluctance, but was
necessary in Iraq’s highly un-
stable situation and was some-
thing many Iraqis favoured.

“This law is to help protect
the Iraqi people in the face of
an onslaught of indiscrimi-
nate murder. I think it may
help,” he said, adding that it
would remain in force until
the security situation was
deemed more stable.

Its intreduction comes a
day after the government an-
nounced an amnestv for guer-

_{

eath row

LA

Syrian and Iraqi girls pray at a mass in Damascus in memory
of the victims of last week’s church blasts in Iraq. (Reuters)

rillas who have committed
minor crimes, making it part
of atwo-pronged approach to
staunching the 16-month up-
rising — a hard line coupled
with accommodation.

Amin emphasised that it
could, like other laws, be over-
turned by a two-thirds majori-
ty in the National Council, a
body due to be elected later
this month,

Allawi ultimatum

Interim Prime Minister Iyad
Allawi. ordered Shia fighters
to lay down their weapons and
leave the holy city of Najaf
today, but the militiamen forti-
fied their positions around an
ancient cemetery by laying
mines.

Witnesses said clashes
erupted again today in Najaf
and also the squalid Baghdad
district of Sadr City, as the
death toll from four days of
fighting in several regions
mounted.

“There is no negotiation
with any militia that bears ar-
ms against Iraq and the Iraqi
people,” a heavily guarded
Allawi said in Najaf, 160 km
south of Baghdad. “I believe
gunmen should leave the holy
sites ... quickly, lay down their
weapons and return to the
rule of order and law.”

An aide to Sadr rejected
Allawi’s demand and said the

cleric’s Mehdi Army woul
never leave Najaf, Al Jazeofa
reported.
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Iraq orders Najaf militia out

Reuters
Najaf, August 8

IRAQ’S INTERIM Prime
Minister ordered Shia
fighters to lay down their
weapons and leave the
holy city of Najaf on Sun-
day, but the militiamen
fortified their positions
around an ancient ceme-
tery by laying mines.

Six explosions boomed
across central Baghdad on
Sunday leaving casualties.
Four explosions hit the
city in a row. Several min-
utes later two more blasts
shook the city, and the
crack of gunfire rang out.
One of the blasts hit a bank
of the Tigris River, while a
second hit in downtown
Baghdad, sending up bil-
lows of black smoke. An
air raid siren sounded in
the Green Zone, the forti-
fied enclave housing the
Iragi government offices
and the US Embassy. The
cause of the explosions
was not immediately clear.

Meanwhile, witnesses
said clashes erupted again
m Sunday in Najaf and al-
;0 the squalid Baghdad dis-
rict of Sadr City, as the de-
ith toll from four days of
ighting in several regions
nounted. The clashes be-
ween US troops and men
oyal to Shia Muslim cleric
Aogtada al-Sadr have kil-
2d hundreds of people and

hallenged the authority of
M Iyad Allawi.

The Health Ministry
:aid at least 43 people had
yeen Killed in Najaf and
3aghdad during the 24

hours to Sunday morning.

“There is no negotia-
ion with any militia that
years arms against Iraq
ind the Iraqi people,” a
1eavily guarded Allawi
'old reporters in Najaf, 160
tm south of Baghdad.

“I  believe gunmen
hould leave the holy sites

. quickly, lay down their
veapons and return to the
‘ule of order and law.”

An aide to Sadr rejected
Allawi’s demand and said
he cleric’s Mehdi Army
vould never leave Najaf,

the holiest Shia city in
Iraq, Arabic television net-
work Al Jazeera reported.

Despite Allawi’s order,
fighters roamed the streets
and laid mines around the
crypts and mausoleums of
Najaf’s ancient cemetery,
e of the oldest in West
Asia and scene of the
worst fighting. senior
JS military official in

Six blasts rock Baghdad m Iranian diplomat held in Karbala

THE CARETAKER Iraqi
government ordered
pan-Arab television cha-
nnel Al-Jazeera to close
its offices in Baghdad for
30 days following charg-
es it is inciting violence.

Images later broadcast
by Al-Jazeera showed
Iraqi police issuing the
closure order although
the channel vowed to co-
ntinue its Iraq coverage.

Interior Minister Fal-
ah al-Nagib announced
the news at a Baghdad

-
Al-Jazeera o

press conference follow-
ing an order from the na-
tional security commit-
tee. Prime Minister Iyad
Allawi added: “We have
asked an independent
committee to monitor Al-
Jazeera for the last four
weeks... to see what kind

The news was followed -

by a report on US De-
fence Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld accusing Al-
Jazeera and the other
main Arab news channel
Al-Arabiya of harming

Tice asked to close

the image of the United
States in the Arab world.
Rumsfeld made the re-
marks at the Chicago
Council on Foreign Rela-
tions, said Al-Jazeera.
Al-Jazeera later issued a
statement on its website
expressing “regret for
the unjustified move”,
which it argued “was
contrary to pledges made
by the Iraqi government
to start a new era of free

speech and openess”.
AFP, Baghdad

Baghdad said marines had
put a wide circle around
the area to cut off sup-
plies. He said the marines
and Iraqi security forces
numbered 5,500 men.

In Karbala, Arab televi-
sion reported militants
had kidnapped an Iranian
diplomat, accusing him of
helping cause sectarian
strife in the country. Al
Arabiya aired a videotape
from the group calling it-

self The Islamic Army in
Irag showed a passport
and business card which
identified the hostage as
Fereidoun Jahani, an em-
bassy official in Karbala.
Allawi insisted on Sat-
urday the Najaf unrest
was being fomented by
criminals hiding behind
Sadr’s name. The cleric
has been the most vocal
critic of the US presenc
in Iraq and he has ma

N

THF Wi eT AN TIMES

followers among Iraq's
downtrodden Shia youth.
The Health Ministry
said 22 people had died in
clashes in Sadr City till
Sunday morning. At least
21 people were killed in si-
milar clashes in Najaf dur-
ing the same period. “The
figure from Najaf is initial
because there are still bod-
ies that could not be col-
lected due to the ongoing
fighting,” an official said.

AFP
Iragis brandish weapons and parts from a US military OH-58 Delta helicopter which made an emergency landing on the
edge of Baghdad’s Sadr City neighbourhood on Sunday.

Death penalty
backinlrag

IRAQ REINSTATED

on Sunday its capital

“ punishment - law  for

.. people guilty of mur-
der, endangering nati-
onatsecurity and distr-
ibuting drugs, the gov-
-.ernment announced.

. Capital punishment

was stuspended during

the US oecupation by

“irag's then-US admin-
-dstrator, L. Paul Bre-
mer But with Saddam
 Hussemfacing trial for

a wide array of human

- rights ‘abuses, the in-

terim  government of

‘PM Avad Allawi has

been promising to rein-

- State it, The announce
ment came a day after
the government offer-
+ ed anamnesty to Iragis
- who committed minor

crimes since the fall of
Saddam’s regime.
AP Baghdad

Bombs kill 7
at Islamic
school in
Karachi

Associated Press
Karachi. August 8

TWO BOMBS ripped thr-
ough a pro-Taliban Islamic
school on Sunday. killing
seven people including a
child and injuring 14 in the
latest outbreak of violence
in Karachi. The blasts
went off near a restaurant
close to Jamia Islamia Bi-
nori Town, a Sunni Mus-
lim school where thou-
sands study. said Fayyaz
Leghari, a senior Karachi
police official. There was
no claim of responsibility.

A spokesman for the
seminary, Ghulam Rab-
bani, said there were two
explosions - the first ap-
parently intended to draw
a crowd. “The first one
was smaller. When people
got to the site there was an-
other explosion,” he said.

The school has had prob-
lems with sectarian vio-
lence in the past. In May. as-
sailants fatally shot the
school's leader. Mufti Niza-
muddin Shamzai -~ a
prominent supporter of
Afghanistan’s former hard-
line Taliban regime - in a
drive-by attack. Thousands
of his supporters rioted fol-
lowing his death.

Police and paramilitary
troops blocked streets aro-
und the school following
Sunday's attack. In recent
months, Karachi has been
the scene of bomb explo-
sions and attacks target-
ing security forces and
Westerners, including an
assassination attempt on a
senior general in June.
The general survived, but
10 other people died.
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g By Atul Aneja

MANAMA, AUG. 6. The much-
awdited face-to-face meeting be-
tween a representative of the Ku-
waiti transport company, whose
| seven employees are being held
hostage in Iraq, and the abduc-
tors’ negotiator, Sheikh Hisham
Al-Dulaimi, materialised today.
This marks the culmination of a
process of protracted negotia-
tions initiated about two weeks
ago. Three of the captives are
Indians.

“Yes, the meeting did take
place today,” Rana Abu Zaineh,
the spokesperson of the Kuwait
and Gulf Link Transport Compa-
ny (KGL) told The Hindu over
telephone. She gave no further
details, but reiterated that the
talks were being “wrapped up,”
so that the hostage crisis could
be brought to an end.

“In a very short time, we will
hear the good news,” she said.
Ms. Rana declined to comment
when asked whether the compa-
ny, as in the last two days, had
continued to remain in tele-
phonic contact today with Mr.
Al-Dulaimi. The KGL representa-
tive was slated to meet Mr. Al

Dulaimi today in order to “finish
the matter,” Ms. Rana said.

Diplomatic  sources  told
The Hindu that though the hos-
tage drama had undergone many
twists and turns, there was, once
again, a distinct possibility that
the hostages would be freed at
the earliest.

‘Homework done’

Sources said that the deal then
had floundered over the ques-
tion of “compensation” for the

families of the people of Fallujah ..

who had suffered due to the
American bombardment of the
city. But prior to today’s meeting,
sufficient homework had been
done to ensure that talks do not
derail, yet again.

Indicating that the “compen-
sation” package had been re-
vised, the spokesperson of KGL,
had, on August 2 announced
over Al-Araybia television that
the company was willing to ac-
cept “all demands” of the kid-
nappers. The next day a direct
communication with Mr. Al-Du-
laimi that had been disrupted on
Sunday night was restored. Mr.
Al-Dulaimi has apparently also
accepted KGL's demands that he

“Hostage issue: Kuwaiti firm
»'official meets Al-Dulaimi

would not walk out of the future

negotiations.
Having completed all prepara-
tions, XGL's representative

headed for Iraq to conclude the
deal. “After the breakdown of
talks last Sunday, another cycle
of negotiations has been com-
pleted today,” the sources said.

Despite optimism, the sources
cautioned that it was necessary
to keep the fingers crossed.

Meanwhile, in New Delhi, the
Minister of State for External Af-
fairs, E. Ahamed, cancelled his
four-nation tour of Singapore,
Malaysia, Samoa and Brunei in
order to attend to the hostage
crisis.

UNI reports from New Delhi:

Mr. Al-Dulaimi has urged Am-
itabh Bachchan and other Bolly-
wood actors to appeal to the
kidnappers of the three Indians
for their release.

“... if Amitabh Bachchan and
Dharmendra go on TV and re-
quest not only me but the kid-
nappers and other Iragis to
resolve the crisis, then they (hos-
tages) could be released,” he said
in an interview to the Outlook
magazine.
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FIGHTING ERUPTS ACROSS SHI'ITE AREAS

300 militia kllled
in Najaf clashes :

BAGHDAD, Aug. 6. — Coalition
forces battled militiamen loyal to radi-
cal Shi’ite cleric Mugqtada al-Sadr in sev-
eral Iraqi cities today, saying they killed
about 300 militants in Najaf over two
days of fighting. Battles in other Shiite
areas killed dozens more, according to
Iraqi authorities.

The death toll among the anti-coalition
fighters was among the largest in a single
continuing engagement since the end of
the war. The fighting began in the holy
city of Najaf yesterday and has since
spread to other Shi’ite areas across Irag.

US helicopter gunships pounded mil-
itants today hiding in Najaf’s cemetery,
while Italian soldiers battled with mili-
tants who attacked their positions and a
police station in the southern city of
Nasiriyah. Members of al-Sadr’s Mahdi
Army militia seized four police stations
in Amarah, witnesses said.

“We estimate we've killed 300 anti-
Iraqi forces in the past two days of fight-
ing,” said Capt. Carrie Batson, a Marine
spokeswoman. A total of three US
troops were killed and 12 wounded in
the fighting in Najaf, she said.

Najaf’s Governor, Mr Adnan al-
Zurufi, put the Yol even higher, saying
400 members of Sadr’s militia were

THE STABMAN
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LONDON, Aug. 6. —
irag’s top Shfite cleric,
Grand Ayatollah Ali al-
Sistani, today arrived in  §
Britain, where he is ex-
pected to receive treat-
ment for a heart
condition.

Al-Sistani arrived around
1.40 p.m. at Heathrow,
Mr Jaffar Bassam, a
spokesman for the Im-

Grand Ayatellah
Ali al-Sistani
am Ali foundation, Al-Sistani’s fiaison office
here, said. Al-Sistani carries great political
weight in lrag as he is the top religious figure
among the country’s Shiite majority. — AP

killed and more than 1,000 arrested.

Al-Sadr blamed the USA for all the
violence in Iraq in a sermon read on his
behalf today in the Kufa Mosque close
to Najaf. The interim government had
called America “our partner”, he said.
Meanwhile, the government said it
would not tolerate independent militias,
including the Mahdi Army.

Lebanese abducted: Four Lebanese truck

. drivers went missing in Iraq today on the

road west from Baghdad past the Sunni
Muslim insurgent strongholds of Fallujah
and Ramadi, AFP adds from Beirut.
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Associated Press '\A
Copenhagen, August 5

A DANISH army officer
was charged on Thursday
with four counts of negli-
gence for allegedly denying
food and water to detainees
in Iraq, forcing them to sit
in “painful positions” and
verbally humiliating them.

The charges against
Capt. Annemette Hommel,
37, stem from alleged inci-
dents between March and
June during her tour of
duty at a Danish military
camp in southern Irag.
Hommel, an intelligence
officer, and Col. Henrik
Flach, the head of Den-
mark’s 496-soldier deploy-
ment in Iraq, were ordered
home this week because of
the allegations.

The accusations were
first reported on Monday
by the Ekstra Badet news-
paper and confirmed by
the government.

Military prosecutor Pe-
ter Otken said detainees

One char

¥

being questioned by Hom-
mel were “forced to sit in
stressing and, eventually,

painful positions and
maintained with force to
stay in these positions”.
The detainees also were
verbally humiliated and

ged for Iraq

denied food and water.
Military  prosecutors
said they found four sepa-
rate instances of Hommel
mistreating detainees. But
Otken said the abuse was
not physical. “There are no
suspicions they were beat-

abuse

en or kicked”, Otken said.
Hommel said the charges
against her were false.
“I’ve absolutely not done
any of this”, she said.
“This is an untrue claim”.
Hommel said tensions
with the camp’s Palestin-
ian civilian translators
were to blame. Interview-
ing Iraqi insurgents “has
not been a chat session”,
she said. “These were seri-
ous conversations about se-
rious issues”. Hommel ad-
mitted denying water to a
detainee and forcing him
to sit on the floor during a
one-hour interview, but
she said her actions were
well within the confines of
the Geneva Conventions
protecting prisoners of
war. “I don’t feel my per-
sonal integrity has let me
down. I've respected all the
existing rules”, she said.
Denmark’s soldiers
serve in Basra and nearby
Qurnah, 250 miles south-
east of Baghdad, and are
under British command.
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‘Six more hostages
released in Iraq

‘The kidnappers had asked for ransom’

Reuters
Baghdad, August 4 f\/ \(5
ARMED IRAQIS led by a tribal
sheik raided a house in the rebel-
lious city of Fallujah and freed
four Jordanian hostages without
a shot being fired, one of the freed
hostages said on Wednesday.

And separately, al-Jazeera tel-
evision reported that a militant

group linked to al-Qaida ally .

Abu Musab al-Zarqgawi had re-
leased two Turkish drivers it
was holding hostage because
their companies had agreed to
stop working in Iraq.

A group calling itself the
Death Squad of Iraqi Resistance
said last Thursday it was hold-
ing the Jordanian truck drivers
to put pressure on their trans-
port company to stop coopera-
tion with American forces in
Iraq. It also urged Arabs to pres-
sure governments to end sup-
port for the US-led forces.

But one of the released Jorda-
nians, Ahmad Hassan Abu Jaafar,
said the gunmen who kidnapped
him and three other drivers out-
side Fallujah nine days ago had
been motivated by money. “When
the brave people of Fallujah knew
that we were held hostage they
raided the house and rescued us
{ast night. We are all safe,” Jaafar
said. “No one fired a single shot.”
“They kidnapped us for money, to
put pressure on others to pay
them money for our release, but
the people saved us and no money
was paid,” he said.

Maher Sinogrut, brother of
freed hostage Ahmad Sinoqrut,

AFP

ATV grab of the four Jordanian hostages before their release.

IRAQI POLICE and insurgents
exchanged rifle and rocket-pr-
opelled grenade fire on the st-
reets of Mosul on Wednesday
and at least 12 civilians were
killed, police and hospital offi-
cials said. “The police are sho-
oting everywhere and there
are RPGs being fired back,”
said a correspondent in the ci-

12 civilians killed in Mosul gunfire

ty. “The fighting seems to be
going on around a highway br-
idge and is very fierce. There
have been five or six loud ex-
plosions.” Other battles raged
to the north, in the centre and
to the south of the city, he said.
Local television said a curfew
had been imposed in the city.
Reuters, Mosul

26, credited tribal leaders and lo-
cal elders, who were asked by
Jordan to act as mediators, for
securing their release.

In the case of the Turkish
drivers, a videotaped statement

broadcast on al-Jazeera said:
“Due to the Turkish firms’ deci-
sion to stop sending supplies to
US forces, the Tawhid and Jihad
Group has decided to free the
two hostages.”

THE HDIIST AN TIMFS

5 AUG AN



Confusion hits hostage g@i;

Kenya Announces Release; India Douses EuphoriaWth

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI T AUGUST 7

onfirmation that the three Indians kid-

apped along with four other nationals in
Iraq had been set free, as announced by the
Kenyan government this evening. “I wish to
convey that as of now, we have no confirma-
tion of their release. Neither our embassy in
Baghdad nor our embassy in Kuwait have
been able to confirm this,” minister of state for
external affairs E Ahamed told reporters here
soon after being confronted about the reports
from Nairobi.

KGL, the Kuwaiti company employing the
seven truck drivers held hostage also asserted
on Sunday night that they have not not been
released. A spokesperson for the company
said the Kenyan foreign mnister Chirau Ali
Mwakwere, who made the first announce-
ment about the hostages being freed, had
“misunderstood” the issue.

Antaryami, Tilak Raj and Sukhdeo Singh
were abducted along with three Kenyans and
one Egyptian, all truck drivers working for

I:'DIAon Sunday said it did not have any
I

+ the Kuwait Gulf Link (KGL), by a relatively

unknown terrorist group Islamic Secret
Army — Holders of Black Banners on July 21.
The Kenyan foreign minister had told re-
portersin Nairobi on Sunday evening that the
seven hostages had been set free. “They are in
safe hands now,” he was quoted by news

Dulaimi opts out

1 Horts to secure the release of seven
I\ hostages, indluding three Indians, in
==d Iraq suffered a setback on’ Sunday

withkey Iraqi negotiator pulling out of the |
teys anid conflicting reports on their

: 4
Iease. Negotiator Sheikh Hisham Al-Dulai-
mi wasquoted by AP in Baghdad as saying
T am withdrawing because I have
reached no agreement with the Kuwaitis
{the employer of the kidnapped truck driv-
ers)..Tdon’t know what is going ta hap:
pen.” The Kuwaiti employer of the
hostages Kuwait and Gulf Link Transport
Company {KGL) said Dulaimi has with-
drawn from the talks but efforts were onto
perspdde him to remain engaged with the

rhe Economic Times

¥
nial
agency AFP. A Kenyan government
spokesperson later added that the hostages
had been taken to the Egyptian embassy in
Baghdad. Confusion over the veracity of the
reports, however, cropped up with the Iragi
tribal negotiator, Sheikh Hishamp Dulaimi
expressing ignorance about the rejegse of
the hostages. % Y z

“Tknow nothing abdut it. This is all S to
me,” he told AFP. “So far there have béen no
positive results. The Kuwaiti company'is not
responding to us. They have agreed to pull out
of Iraq but they are still arguing about the
compensation,” he added, referring to the kid-
nappers’ demands. There, however, had been
ample hints throughout the day to indicate
that the negotiators were on the verge of a
breakthrough. The first indication came from
Rana Abu Zaineh, the spokesperson of the
Kuwaiti company employing the seven truck
drivers. “The negotiations are in the last stage
and are wrapping now...What we are negoti-
ating is how and where we are going to re-
ceive them,” she told PTI.

The government here, however, continued
toapproach the crisis cautiously and avoid any
hints of early enthusiasm, even though it was
in constant touch with the negotiators indi-
rectly, through the KGL mediator. After two
rounds of meetings of the crisis management
group, the government merely taken note of
the fact that the kidnappers had extended the
deadline by another 24 h}u'rs.
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~ Two Pak

hostages

C oLt \\
ve-killed in Iraq-;

N\
Islamabad Asks Its Nationals To Pull Qut

Baghdad: A militant group
holding two Pakistani contrac-
tors hostage killed the men, but |
freed their Iraqi driver, accord- |
ing to the pan-Arab television
station al-Jazeera.

The group, calling itself the Is-
lamic Army in Iraq, announced
in a video Monday that it had
kidnapped two Pakistanis work-
ing for US forces and sentenced
them to death because their
country was discussing sending
troops to Iraq.

In a new videotape sent to al-
Jazeera on Wednesday, the men
said they had carried out their
threat, the station reported. It
said that the video showed the
corpses of the two men, but de-
clined to show the footage. The
kidnapped men were identified
by Pakistan as engineer Raja Azad, 49, and
driver Sajad Naeem, 29, both hailing from Pak-
istan-occupied Kashmir and working for the
Kuwait-based al-Tamimi group in Baghdad.

Pakistan on Thursday condemned the exe-
cution as “a crime against humanity and Is-
lam” and advised its citizens working in the
war-ravaged country to pull out. It also asked
its nationals planning to visit [raq for pilgrim-
age to holy places like Karbala to defer their
plans in the light of the killing.

“President Pervez Musharraf and Prime
Minister Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain have re-
ceived the news of the reported murder with
distress and anguish,” state-owned Pakistan
television reported.

Speaking in the national assembly, foreign
minister Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri said that

A file photo shows Kausar Perveen (right), wife of Pakistani
hostage Azad, crying as her children show a picture of her

husband in Islamabad

despite informing captors that Pakistan has
not taken any decision to send its troops to
Irag, they killed its workers. The national as-
sembly also adopted a unanimous resolution
denouncing the Islamic Army of Iraq.
Meanwhile, the family of one of two slain
workers blamed President Musharraf on
Thursday, saying he could have saved their
lives by ruling out sending troops to Irag.
“This tragedy could've been averted if Pak-
istan government had categorically said it would
not send troops to Iraq,” said a grieving Abdul
Razag, brother-inlaw of Azad Hussein Khan
who was reportedly killed after five days in cap-
tivity. Razaq pleaded with the government to
send a strong signal that it would not send troops
to Irag, to save lives of other poor Pakistani
workers still in the violence-strewn country. are
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/68 killed in

attack i

By Atul Aneja &<¥ 7

MANAMA, JULY 28. At least GB[p}eo—
ple were killed and 56 injured to-
day in a car bomb explosion next
to a police station in Baquba, a
town south of the Iraqi capital,
Baghdad. Eyewitnesses said a
suicide bomber drove his car in-
to a line of men who had queued

up for recruitment in the Iragi.

police force, exactly a month af-
ter an interim Government
backed by the United States as-
sumed office.

The police station was situat-
ed in a crowded market area.

Iragi guerrillas view police-
men and aspirants for the secu-
rity forces as legitimate targets
because they are seen as sup-
porters of the U.S. occupation.

The dead included 21 people
travelling in a minibus, which
the car bomber overtook before
detonating the explosives.

The blast was so intense that

it shattered glass in nearby cafes,

pulled out facades off buildings
and set other vehicles aflame.
People were seen dousing

~ flames with hoses at the explo-

sion site.

Bodies on fire

Many bodies were also on fire,
surrounded by debris resulting

iwcar bomb

in Iraq

“Afom the blast. Police used pick-
up trucks to take the dead and
wounded to hospital.

Officials said the police sta-
tion was not damaged in the
strike, but the casualty rate was
high because a large number of
recruits had spilled out of its
premises into the streets out-
side. The station had been a tar-
get of a suicide bombing three
months ago, and it was well
protected with thick blast walls.

Al-Jazeera television quoted
police officials as saying that
Ansar al-Islam and other Al-
Qaeda linked organisations
might have carried out the at-
tack. An organisation, which is
called Ansar al-Sunna, had tak-
en responsibility for a strike in
Baquba on July 6, in which nine
persons had been killed and 37
wounded.

Analysts say that after consol-
idating in Fallujah and Ramadi
near Baghdad, the resistance
was now seeking to tighten its
grip in Baquba, as well as the
cities of Samaara and Tirkit,
north of the capital.

Day of violence

In a day that witnessed a
marked spurt in violence, offi-
cers with the U.S.-led occupa-
tion forces said that seven Iraqi
soldiers were killed and 10
wounded during clashes near
the town of Suwatiya, south of
Baghdad. A Polish military
spokesman said 35 guerrillas

were also killed and 40
captured.
In the northern city of Kirkuk,

an Iraqi policeman was shot
dead on Wednesday morning.
One person was killed in a rock-
et explosion on a busy road in
Baghdad today.

On Tuesday night, one U.S.
soldier was killed and three
wounded when a roadside
bomb exploded in Balad Ruz,
north of Baghdad.

Photograph on Page 15 +
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Iran can create

LONDON, July 27. —
Iran is just “months away”
from having the capability
to enrich uranium for a
nuclear bomb, Western
diplomatic sources said
yesterday.

Through  diplomatic
manoeuvring, Teheran had
bought time to complete
its research on construct-
ing a centrifuge system to
produce highly enriched
uranium, the sources told

1 °

- acquiring

The Iramans had clearly
chosen that track for
developing’ bomb-grade
material over creating plu-
tonium from its nuclear
reactor facility at Bushehr,
they said. “Iran appears to
be further advanced in
the relevant
nuclear technology than
we had initially thought,”

said one British official.
Britain, France and
Germany, the three

European countries that
have sought to defuse the

" N-bomb

Iranian nuclear threat
through negotiation, are
now seeking an urgent
meeting with the regime in
Teheran. The situation was
“grave”, said an official.
Teheran has given the
impression of conceding to
diplomatic pressure by
accepting tougher verifica-
tion controls by the IAEA.

“But actually they have just

continued with the research
wotk and now they are only
a few months away from
completing the program-
me,” one source said.
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Ebadi VOWS 10 pursue
.scribe, death probe

2% MQ){”M

Tehran, July 25 (Reuters): Iran-

jan Nobel Peace Prize winner
Shirin Ebadi today vowed not to
rest until the killer of Canadian-
Iranian journalist Zahra Kazemi
was identified, after Iran’s judi-
ciary acquitted the sole defen-
dant in the case.

“1 will pursue this case until
my last breath,” said human
rights lawyer Ebadi, who is rep-
resenting the family of Kazemi,
who lived in Canada and died on
an assignment in fran.

Kazemi’s death in detention
last July after being arrested for
taking photographs of Tehran’s
Evin prison has severely
strained Iran’s ties with Canada
— which withdrew its ambassa-
dor this month — and thrown an
international = spotlight. on
human rights abuses and judi-
cial process in Iran.

Iran’s reform-minded gov-
ernment, human rights groups
and lawyers for the Kazemi fami-
1y had long said the inteliigence
agent charged with killing her
was a scapegoat and accused the
powerful and conservative judi-
ciary of covering up evidence
pointing to the involvement of
judiciary officials in her death.

“The Tranian government
from the beginning believed the
man on trial was innocent and
the court came to the same con-
clusion,” said foreign ministry
spokesperson Hamid Reza Asefl.

Ebadji, speaking to reporters
outside the Tehran court which
yesterday cleared intelligence
ministry agent Mohammad Reza

Shirin Ebadi outside the court
in Tehran on Sunday. (Reuters)

Aqdam of Kazemi's killing, said
key testimony had been ignored.

“We introduced some wit-
nesses and called on the court to
summon them and to listen to
their comments but none of
them were taken into considera-
tion,” she said. “I'm sorry, be-
cause if they had been heeded
those who committed this crime
... would have been identified.”

Iran’s judiciary, which
abruptly brought Agdam’s trial
o an end last Sunday after just
three court hearings, appeared
to be moving quickly to wrap up
the case.

Announcing its decision to
acquit Aqdam of “semi-inten-
tional murder” due tolack of ev-
idence, it also said “blood
money” would be paid to Kaze-
mi’s family from the state treas-

ury. Blood money compensation
is normally paid to the victim’s
family by those convicted of
their murder. When no guilty
person is identified the money is
paid by the state.

But Ebadi said she would
lodge an appeal for the case to re-
opened ata higher court. Shehas |
threatened to take the case to an
international court if her efforts
are blocked in Iran.

Paris-based media rights
group Reporters Without Bor-
ders aliso called for afresh trial.

“This trial has been a mas-
querade,” said Robert Menard, a
spokesperson for the group.
“What cannot happen is that the
trial process ends following this
acquittal.”

Kazemi, 54, underwent three
days of interrogations inside
Evin prison before being sent to
a military hospital where she
slipped into a coma and died.

Iran’s judiciary initially an-
nounced she had died naturally
of a stroke. But a subsequent
government report showed
Kazemi had received a blow to
the head while in detention that
splither skull and caused a brain
haemorrhage. In tearful testimo-
ny to the court, Kazemi’s mother
said her daughter’s fingers, nose
and toes were broken and there
were burn marks on her chest.

She said Iranian officials
forced her to agree to bury the
body in Iran, instead of sending
it to Canada where authorities
wanted to carry out a further au-
topsy.
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IRAQI REBELS WARN COALITION MEMBERS TO FOLLOW MANILA'S EXAMPLE

Militants train guns | 5
on America’s allies v

Associated Press
Baghdad, July 21

NEW ONLINE statements by
purported militants threatened
attacks against three US allies —
Poland, Japan and Bulgaria — if
they don’t pull their troops from
Irag, a day after a Filipino
hostage was released because the
Philippines bowed to insurgents’
demands and withdrew its tiny
contingent.

Meanwhile, the death toll of
US forces in Iraq since the start
of the war in rose to 900 early on
Wednesday, when a roadside
bomb exploded north of Bagh-
dad, killing one US 1st Infantry
Division soldier.

Maj Neal O'Brien of the 1st In-
fantry Division said the most re-
cent soldier killed was on patrol
in a Bradley fighting vehicle in
Duluiyah when the bomb deto-
nated shortly after midnight
Wednesday.

On Tuesday, the military said
that two US Marines and two US
soldiers were Killed in action in
Anbar Province, a Sunni-domi-
nated area west of Baghdad.

The Marines were Kkilled in
separate incidents while con-
ducting “security operations.”
one soldier was Killed Monday,
and a second died Monday of
wounds.

A count put the number of
American soldiers Kkilled since
the war began at 900. Counts of
the number of US service mem-
bers killed in Irag vary, with
some already exceeding the 900
figure. The Pentagon’s latest ca-
sualty update, released on Tues-
day, put the death toll at 893 serv-
ice members, plus two civilian
Defense Department employees.
There have been five military
personnel reported killed since
the last Pentagon update.

The number of US casualties
has dropped considerably from
its high point in April, when 135
troops were killed during the

o At least 11 people including
a US soldier were killed'in a
string of attacksin the fragi
capital and known rebet
hotspots on Wednesday

& Four US Marines were killed
in.action in separate incidents
in Anbar Province; a
Sunni-dominated area

west of Baghdad

o A roadside bomb exploded
early today killing-one US 1st
Infantry Division soldier and
injuring six-others north-of the
lragi-capital

o Two people were killed and
four wounded when a missile
ripped thraugh the seventh
floor of the Adnan Khairallah
hospital on the Tigris river

in Baghdad

worst outbreak of anti-coalition
violence since the end of major
hostilities on May 1, 2003.

The drop in casualties to pre-
April levels followed a Marine
pullout from the city of Fallujah
— the scene of heavy fighting —
and a series of informal cease
fires with Shia militants who had
fought US forces in Baghdad and
across central and southern Iraq.

The new threats against
Poland, Japan and Bulgaria were
worrying signs that militants
may be emboldened by their suc-
cess against the Philippines.

The US and other coalition al-
lies had criticised the govern-
ment for agreeing to withdraw its
51-member contingent to save the
life of truck driver Angelo dela
Cruz, who was kidnapped two
weeks ago.

The same group that Kkid-
napped dela Cruz, the Khaled bin
al-Waleed Corps, took aim at
Japan. The group is the military
wing of Tawhid and Jihad, the
group led by Jordanian militant
Abu Musab al-Zarqawi.

*To the government of Japan:
Do what the Philippines has
done. By God, nobody will pro-
tect you and we are not going to
tolerate anybody,” said a state-
ment signed by the group. “Lines
of carsladen with explosives are
awaiting you; we will not stop,
God willing.”

A new statement signed
Tawhid and Jihad on Wednesday
cautioned readers to trust only
statements posted on the group’s
behalf by Abu-Maysara al-Iraqi,
the pen name of a frequent con-
tributor to sites known for mili-
tant Muslim content. The threat
against Japan was not posted by
Abu-Maysara al-Iragi.

While Tawhid and Jihad — a
name referring to the central Is-
lamic tenet of monotheism and
to holy war — has claimed many
attacks, it rarely issues threats
or warnings. It earlier claimed
responsibility for beheading US
businessman Nicholas Berg and
South Korean translator Kim
Sun-il.

An online statement from a
previously unknown group that
identified itself as al-Qaida’s
European branch contained
threats to carry out deadly at-
tacks in Bulgaria and Poland if
the two countries don’'t with-
draw their troops from Iraq.

FREEDOM CRY Freed Filipino hostage Angelo de 1a Cruz is reunited with wife Arsenia (right) on Wednesday
on his arrival at a hotel in Abu Dhabi after leaving Iraq.

Head of slain US hostage found

Associated Press
Riyadh, July 21

THE HEAD of slain American
hostage Paul M. Johnson Jr, who
was kidnapped and beheaded by
militants in Saudi Arabia last
month, was found by Saudi securi-
ty forces during a raid on a mili-
tant hideout that left two militants
dead, Interior Ministry said today.

In a statement broadcast on Sau-
di al-Ekhbariya television, the In-
terior Ministry said the head was
found in a freezer in an apartment.
The statement said the rest of the
body was not found.

The US Embassy in Riyadh is-
sued a statement saying the Saudi
authorities had informed it that
they had found “what they believe
to be the head of Paul Johnson”.

The statement said the consular

Paul M. Johnson

section was in the process of noti-
fying Johnson’s family in order to
identify the head.

Johnson, a 49-year-old engineer,
was kidnapped on June 12. An al-
Qaida group claiming responsibil-
ity posted an Internet mesSage
that showed grisly photographs of
a beheaded body on Juwé 17. Later,

—

gy (AN

27

beheading appeared on the inter-
net, Saudi security forces shot and
killed Abdulaziz al-Mogrin, al-
leged mastermind of Johnson’s
kidnapping and beheading.

Last week, US authorities an-
nounced that the search for John-
son’s body had been called off.

Japan vows to stay put

Japan has vowed to keep its troops
in Iraq despite apparent threats
from a group linked to al-Qaida, af-
ter Philippine forces bowed to kid-
nappers’ demands that they pull
out to save the life of a hostage.

In Tokyo, Deputy Cabinet Secre-
tary Masaaki Yamazaki said on
Wednesday Japan was checking
the credibility of the threat state
but said its stance on Irag re-
mained unchanged.
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Filipino hostage Angelo de la Cruz soon after his release
in Baghdad on Tuesday.

Hostage freed

after

Reuters
Baghdad, July 20 s

A FILIPINO truck driver
held hostage in Iraq was
freed on Tuesday, a day af-
ter Manila withdrew its
troops in response to de-
mands from kidnappers
who had threatened to be-
head him. The US and
Irag's interim government
have accused Manila of
caving in to terrorists, but
Philippine President Glo-
ria Macapagal Arroyo de-
fended the decision and
said the father of eight did
not deserve to die.

The kidnappers drop-
ped Angelo de la Cruz at
the UAE embassy in Bagh-
dad on Tuesday mornmg,
a source at the mission
said. A correspondent lat-
er saw him arriving by car
at the Philippine embassy,
Television footage from in-
side the UAE embassy
showed de la Crugz, 46, sit-
ting with Philippine and
UAE officials. He looked
tired, but in good health.

Arroyo said she made
the decision to withdraw
the troops early because of
the importance of looking
after some eight million
Filipino workers abroad.
‘A father of eight, Angelo
has become a Filipino
everyman, a symbol of the
hardworking Filipino
seeking hope and opportu-
nity”, said Arroyo, who
spoke to de la Cruz by tele-
phone.

pullout
O e o

|

|

/

hammed  al-Gharabawi |

was also freed after the ’
Saudi firm he worked for

met Kidnappers’ demands (

by promising to stop doing !

work in Iraq. f

{

Threat to Japan

The Islamic militant
group blamed for deadly
attacks on both foreign
and local interests in Iragq
warned Japan on Tuesday
that long lines of car-
bombs awaited its troops if
it did not follow the exam-
ple of the Philippines and
withdrew. "To the govern-
ment of Japan: do what
the Philippines has done.
By God, nobody will pro-
tect you and we’re not go-
ing to tolerate anybody”,
said an online statement
signed by the Khalid bin |
al-Waleed Brigade, the mil- !

|

itary wing of the Tawhid
and Jihad group.

REUTERS
Arsenia de la Cruz, wife of
Angelo, talks to her

husband on Tuesday.
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Gaza, July 19 (Reuters). Back-
ing down in the face of unprece-
dented unrest, Yasser Arafat
scrambled today to defuse a
Palestinian leadership crisis
triggered by turmoil in Gaza
over corruption in his govern-
ment and security forces.

The Palestinian President
tried to calm public anger in the
Gaza Strip by naming a new se-
curity chief over the head of a
cousin whose appointment fu-
elled a weekend of violence
spearheaded by gunmen de-
manding anti-corruption re-
forms.

But Prime Minister Ahmed
Qurie kept up pressure on
Arafat, saying his resignation —
tendered in frustration after
what he called an explosion of
“chaos and lawlessness” —
would stand for now.

Arafat, a former guerrilla
leader, is facing the sharpest
challenge to his rule since Pales-
tinians received a measure of
self-rule a decade ago, and some
fear it could eventually boil over
in civil war. The confrontation is
also widely seen as a power
struggle between Arafat’s Old
Guard and younger rivals stak-
ing out turf before Israeli Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon carries
out a plan to remove Jewish set-

~Under pressure, Aratat

s off to defuse crisis

Yasser Arafat cuts a cake at his headquarters in Ramallah
during a meeting with students and teachers. (AFP)

tlements from Gaza by the end of
2005.

Adding to tensions in the re-
gion, a bomb killed a senior
member of Lebanese guerrilla
group Hizbollah in the southern
suburbs of Beirut today in an at-
tack the group blamed on Israel.

Under intense public pres-
sure to overhaul his security ap-
paratus, Arafat named Abdel-

Razek al-Majaideh to the new
post of overall director of securi-
ty for the West Bank and Gaza,
outranking Moussa Arafat, the
cousin widely seen as a symbol
of entrenched cronyism, offi-
cials said.

The reinstatement of Ma-
jaideh, a veteran commander
who resigned earlier this month
at Arafat’s request, was greeted

by supporters firing automatic
weapons in the air.
Gunmen opposed to Moussa
Arafat, appointed Gaza security
chief on Saturday, had battled se-
curity forces yesterday in clash-
es that left 18 people wounded.
Under the new arrangement,
Moussa Arafat will retain a sen-
ior security post in Gaza.
Compounding Arafat’s woes
was Qurie’s decision on Satur-
day to tender his resignation
after brief abductions on Friday
of four French aid workers, a po-
lice chief and another official in
Gaza. Arafat rejected Qurie's res-
ignation yesterday.

After a cabinet meeting today,
Qurie said his resignation would
stand pending a written re-
sponse from Arafat. “However,
most of the ministers in the cabi-

net are against this resignation,”
Qurie said, signalling that he
could still rescind it.

Judge shot dead

An Israeli judge was found shot
dead in a car near his home out-
side Tel Aviv today and a Pales-
tinian militant group claimed re-
sponsibility. Justice Minister
Yosef Lapid reported the killing
in Israel's parliament but said it
was not known who targeted the
judge.




Government keeps statements vague to buy time

W

Manila, July 14 (Reuters): The
Philippines was preparing today
to withdraw troops from Iraq to
save the life of a Filipino
hostage, but kept its actual plans
unclear as the military said it
had yet to receive orders to leave.

Militants threatened to be-
head truck driver Angelo de la
Cruz unless Philippine troops
leave by July 20, a month early,
leaving President Gloria Maca-
pagal Arroyo with a dilemma be-
tween saving his life and main-
taining her close alliance with
Washington. The air force said it
had put two transport planes on
standby in Manila to begin an
evacuation of troops if ordered.

A statement from foreign af-
fairs secretary Delia Albert, fol-
lowing news a Bulgarian
hostage in Irag had been execut-
ed, said Filipino troops in Bagh-

" dad had fallen to 43 from 51.

But she did not say when the
cut was made and police and mil-
itary officials could not account

Maéula readies to
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for@ eight personnel. A mili-
tary spokesman said no order to
pull ut had heen veceived.

*“The department of foreign
affairs is coordinating with the
defence ministry for the with-
drawal of troops,” Albert said in
her statement. “The headcount
of the Philippine troops now in
Baghdad from 51 15 43.”

A foreign ministry official
said dela Cruz is safe and not in
danger of beheading and may re-
turn home as early as tomorrow.

Officials said none of Mani-
1a’s personnel, consisting of 43
soldiers and eight police, had left
Iraq. A police official from the
department in charge of the Iraq
deployment said the eight police
officers had not moved from
their base south of Baghdad.
“They are still there,” Major
Honario Aguila said. “They are
waiting for a decision from high-
erup.”

The US has been pressuring
the Philippines not to bow to kid-

nappers by wit! drawmg ahead
of schedule. US officials in Mani-
1a said ambassador Francis Ric-
ciardone met with Arroyo yes-
terday, and that it was still not
clear if Philippine troops were
withdrawing from Irag.

Statements by Philippine of-
ficials have been consistently
vague since the deputy foreign
secretary said on Monday that
Manila would pull out as soon as
possible, but gave no date.

One analyst said it suggested
a policy of playing for time by
implying a withdrawal to keep
the hostage alive, or to win his
release, without making sub-
stantial changes in the deploy-
ment. “They probably are trying
to bide for time,” said Rex Rob-
les, a retired navy officer who
runs a security agency. The
deputy foreign minister did not
clarify whether Manila planned
to pull out its troops by July 20.
The troops were already sched-
uled to depart on August 20.

pull out

A family picture of Bulgarian
Georgi Lazov who was
executed by militants
in Iraq. (AFP)
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‘\/@ Manila rejects

4

WA
Baghgad, July 11 (Reuters). A
Filipino hostage in Iraq slipped
into graver peril today after
Manila rejected his captors’ de-
mands for an early withdrawal
of Filipino troops.

Death threats also hung over
two Bulgarian truck drivers, but
Sofia said it was growing more
confident they had survived a
Friday night execution deadline
set by their kidnappers.

“In line with our commit-
ment to the free people of Iraq,
we reiterate our plan to return
our humanitarian contingent as
scheduled on August 20, 2004,”
Philippine foreign secretary
Delia Albert said in Manila.

Militants holding truck driv-
er Angelo de la Cruz vowed to
kill him by tonight unless Mani-
la pledged its 51-strong humani-
tarian force would go home by
July 20. De la Cruz had appeared
close to release last night before
his captors issued a fresh death
threat.

“Yesterday was a false hope,
he was not released but we are
hoping he will soon be free,” said
a Philippine embassy source in
Baghdad. He said he had heard
nothing since the kidnappers

had extended their deadline to
Kkill the 46-year-old driver.

There was no firm word on
the fate of the two Bulgarians,
but their government said it had
more signs they were alive.

“Today we have more reasons
than yesterday to believe that
there has been noradical change
in the situation of the Bulgarian
hostages in Iraq,” foreign min-
istry spokeswoman Gergana
Grancharova told state radio.

“There are still many tense
hours ahead. I do not want to
leave the false impression of
undue optimism,” she said.

Amid the twists and turns of
the hostage crisis, guerrillas
struck in northern Iraq, killing a
soldier in a US taskforce with a
roadside bomb attack on a con-
voy south of Mosul.

The US military said the
blast also wounded another sol-
dier and killed an Iraqi civilian
who had been driving behind the
convoy. The convoy then came
under fire from a speeding car.
American troops fired back,
killing the driver.

Insurgents slit the throat of
an Iraqi translator employed by
US forces in the northern city of

e TELFGRA T

ostage deadline

Kirkuk. Police found his body in
a river yesterday. A police cap-
tain was wounded when gunmen
shot at his vehicle southwest of
the city the same day,

Hostage-takers kept nerves
taut as Bulgaria and the Philip-
pines agonised over the fate of
their nationals. “The hostage
will remain captive and treated
as a prisoner under Islam until
the last Filipino soldier leaves
Iraq by latest July 20...or he will
be executed,” the Islamic Army
in Iraq group said in a statement
quoted on Al Jazeera television.

“We give the Philippine gov-
ernment an additional 24 hours
starting from 11 pm Iraqi time
(1900 GMT) on Saturday to show
it is serious about withdrawing
its troops.”

Government officials in
Manila had said earlier De la
Cruz was being taken to a Bagh-
dad hotel, prompting premature
celebrations by his family,
friends and well-wishers.

The abductors of the Bulgari-
ans had said they would kill
Georgi Lazov, 30, and Ivailo
Kepov, 32, late on Friday un
US-led forces freed pris
Iraq.
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Pull out or lose hostage, Manila told

Iraqi abductors se\t 24-hour deadline for troops withdrawal announcement

Agence France-Presse \/\f\’ \
Doha, July 11
HE IRAQI kidnappers of a Filipi-
10 have threatened to behead him
mless Manila announces in 24 ho-
1rs its decision to pull its troops
yut of the country. “The group ext-
mded its ultimatum to the Philipp-
nes to withdraw its troops from
iraq for another 24 hours starting
at 11 pm Iraqi time,” said a state-
ment broadcast by Al-Jazeera TV.

But the Philippines government
has said it won’t withdraw its tro-
ops from Iraq before the August 20
departure date. Angelo de la Cruz,
46, a truck driver, was abducted at
Fallujah after he entered Iraq from
Saudi Arabia

The Islamic Army in Iraq, or
Khaled Ibn al-Walid Brigade, said
if Manila proves its intentions, de
la Cruz “will become a prisoner
and will be treated the way prison-
ers are treated according to Islam-
ic law till the last Filipino soldier
leaves Iraq no later than July 20.”

Late tonight, a Filipino diplomat
held out hope for the hostage when
he said the abductors had extended
the deadline by nine days. “I am
told that the deadline has been ex-
tended by nine days till July 20,”
the diplomat said in Baghdad.

But a couple of hours later here-
tracted his statement, saying he
had misread the abductor’s mes-
sage. “I misinterpreted the whole

thing as an Arab-speaking gentle- |

man gave us the wrong interpreta-
tion. I thought the deadline was for
the hostage but that is not the case
so the 11 pm deadline today exists
and we do not know what happens
after that.”

The dramatic turn of events fol-
lowed reports from Manila, saying
President Gloria Machapagal
Arroyo had told de la Cruz’s family
that he had already been released.

Earlier, after an emergency four-
hour Cabinet meeting in Manila,
the Philippines foreign secretary
Delia Albert said: “We continue to
do everything we can in order to
secure the release of de la Cruz.”
He said de la Cruz’s wife and broth-
er would be flown to Iraq with
labour secretary Patricia Santo
Tomas “in order to be closer to the
developments on the ground.”

T

A Filipino child lights up a candle outside the home of Angelo de ia Cruz while relatives and friends pray in Buenavista village on Sunday.

Saddam was no threat to US, says report

Agencies
New York/Baghdad/Sydney,
July 11

THE US Senate’s report on pre-
war intelligence about Iraq, which
asserts that warnings about its il-
licit weapons were largely un-
founded and that its ties to the al-
Qaida were tenuous, undermines
yet another justification for the
war: that Saddam Hussein’s mili-
tary posed a threat to US interests.

Tn a detailed discussion of Iraq’s
pre-war military posture, a media
report cites a long series of intelli-
gence reports in the decade before
the war that described a formerly
potent army’s spiral of decay und-
er the weight of economic sanctio-
ns and US military pressure.

The main risk of an attack by
Hussein against the US and na-
tions in the region was his

unpredi/ct,hility, these reports in-

dicated. They found it especially
hard to predict what he would do if
threatened by the likelihood of
American military action.

But the Senate Intelligence
Committee called this analysis rel-
atively weak, The New York Times
said.

The committee’s report, the pa-
per says, implies that war oppone-
nts were essentially correct when
they argued that Iraq posed little
immediate threat to the US.

Before the war, those who held
this view, both in Congress and at
the UN, argued that continued
containment was preferable to an
invasion. Although the report des-
cribed a profound breakdown in
the US intelligence system, both
White House and congressional of-
ficials said the political calendar
would prevent any serious action
until after the November elections,
the Times said. The paper said the

Bush administration had empha-
sised that the war was worthwhile
because it removed a threatening
dictator from power.

After reviewing about 400 ana-
lytical documents written by the
intelligence agencies from 1991, af-
ter the first Gulf War, to 2003 the
committee unanimously conc-
luded that “the body of assessm-
ents showed that Iraqi military ca-
pabilities had steadily degraded
following defeat in the first Gulf
war in 1991. Analysts also believed
those capabilities would continue
to erode as long as economic sanc-
tions remained in place”.

‘Bush misied US’

Criticising President George W.
Bush’s policies on Iraq, his demo-
cratic challengers John Kerry and
John Edwards have alleged the in-
cumbent had “misled America” in

the run-up to the war and that a
slipshod intelligence invoked to
invade Baghdad had cost the na-
tion lives, billions of dollars and
international prestige.

4 Marines killed

FOUR US marines were Kkilled
near the flashpoint city of Fallu-
jah while on patrol, a US military
statement said on Sunday.

“Four Marines assigned to the
1st Marine Expeditionary Force
died in al-Anbar Province on Sat-
urday while conducting security
and stability operations”, a US
military statement said. A US mil-
itary spokesman later said the at-
tack was near Fallujah, west of
Baghdad.

The latest casualties bring to 657
the number of US troops killed in
action in Iraq since the beginning
of the US-led war in March 2003.




s Cx Blalr in trouble over

By Gaby Hi':sk( and

Antony Barnett

LONDON, JULY 11. The British
Prime Minister, Tony Blair’s
claim that the former Iraqi
president, Saddam Hussein,
posed a ‘current and serious’
threat to Britain is challenged
by dramatic new allegations to-
day that Britain's spy chiefs
have retracted the intelligence
on which it was based.

The supposed proof that the
Iraqi leader held old stockpiles
and was still trying, even in the
run-up to war, to produce
chemical and biological weap-
ons became crucial to the
Prime Minister's case for urgent
military action rather than
waiting for inspectors to finish
their task.

Yet spy chiefs at MI6 have
since taken the rare step of
withdrawing the intelligence
assessment that underpinned
Mr. Blair’s case, according to a

senior intelligence source inter-
viewed on BBC television to-
night — an admission that it
was fundamentally unreliable.

The charge leaves Mr. Blair
open to serious questions over
why he did not come clean ear-
lier that the evidence of sup-
posed WMD was crumbling
beneath him.

It will increase speculation
that he may be forced to dis-
own large chunks of the now
controversial September dos-
sier on banned weapons when
Lord Butler publishes his long-
awaited report this week on the
handling of intelligence on
Iraq.

Yesterday, Britain's leading
churchman, the Archbishop of
Canterbury, Rowan Williams,
weighed into the debate, warn-
ing that Mr. Blair would be
judged before God for his ac-
tions and suggesting he would
be condemned to struggle with
his conscience.

« Iraq WMD claim

Asked how Mr. Blair would
have to account for himself to
his Maker, Archbishop Williams
answered: ‘At the judgment
seat’. For Christians, that is the
point of entry either to heaven
or to hell.

“When you acknowledge that
you have taken a risk which has
not paid off, which has cost,
and that cost does not seem be
justified, that's the puni-
shment,” he added.

The fresh blow comes with
Mr. Blair and the intelligence
services braced for sweeping
criticisms from the Butler re-
port over the way they handled
the public case for war.

Mr. Blair’s allies fear that if
the report is genuinely damag-
ing it could provoke fresh at-
tempts among supporters of
Finance  Minister, Gordon
Brown, to force the Prime Min-
ister to stand down. — ©Guar-
dian Newspapers Limited 2004
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~ New law in Ijq gives
PM emergencséf\powg\s?

By Edward Wong

Baghdad Prime Minister Iyad A‘l‘iam on
Tuesday signed into law
broad emergency powers
that allow him to impose
curfews anywhere in the
country, ban groups he
considers seditious and or-
der the detentions of peo-
ple suspected of being se-
curity risks.

Putting a law in place
that permits him to estab-
lish emergency powers is
one of the first official actions that Allawi has
taken against a tenacious insurgency and
lays the groundwork for a forceful response to
civil unrest. The law was written with the in-
put of lawyers and the ministers of justice
and of human rights, he said. His hardline ap-
proach had already become apparent in his
office’s announcement that Iraqi forces pro-
vided the American military with intelli-
gence for a Monday air strike on what was de-
scribed as a rebel safe house in Falluja.

Sceptics say the Iraqi security forces do not
have the numbers, weapons or training to en-
force emergency law and will need to lean heav-
ily on American forces. Allawi said that the
government was “beefing up these resources”
and that “Iragis should shoulder the responsi-
bility, should be the people who enforce law and
order in Iraq and against the terrorists.”

A draft of the law obtained by The New

aa

lyad Allawi

—

THE TIMES OF ™A

York Times 1ndependent1y of Allawi’s office
stated that the prime minister has the right
to “impose restrictions on the freedoms of
citizens or foreigners in Iraq” in the event of
a “dangerous threat” or “the occurrence of
armed instability that threatens state insti-
tutions or its infrastructure.”

The restrictions include the curtailing or
banning of travel, group meetings and the
possession of weapons. The prime minister
also has the power to take direct control of all
security and intelligence forces in the area
under emergency rule.

Allawi, a former Baath Party official who
worked from abroad against Saddam Hus-
sein, has tried to strike a balance in dealing
with the insurgency. He said he had opened
negotiations with those insurgents who were
not hardcore fighters and had offered the pos-
sibility of amnesty to them. But he also wants
to show he can rule with an iron fist. “There
are people who have been doing things
around the periphery and who call them-
selves the resistance,” he said. “I told them:
‘What are you trying to achieve, let us know.
Do you want to bring Saddam back to rule
Iraq; do you want to bring bin Laden to rule
Iraq? We will fight you.” “ But he said they
would be welcomed into the political process
if they severed their relations “to the hard-
core and to the criminals and the terrorists.”

The law was signed by American adminis-
trators and Iragi Governing Council mem-
bers in early March and functions as an in-
terim constitution. e New York Times

i




‘New §ecur1ty

BAGHDAD, July 7. — The
Iraqgi government announced a
package of new security mea-
sures today, allowing the Prime
Minister to announce martial
law in chaotic areas, in an effort
to put down the insurgency
plaguing the country.

“The lives of the Iragi people
are in danger, they are in danger
from evil forces, from gangs of
terrorists,” said human rights
minister Mr Bakhityar Amin,
who compared the new law to
the US Patriot Act. Mr Amin
said the new security law was
needed to combat insurgents
who are “preventing govern-
ment employees from reporting
for work, preventing foreign
workers from entering the coun-
try to help rebuild Iraq and try-
ing to derail general elections”.

The law gives interim Prime
Minister Mr lIyad Allawi the
right, after he receives unani-
mous approval from the Cabi-

net, to assign curfews to specific -

areas, to conduct cordon and
search operations and detain
individuals carrying weapons. It
also lets him assign governors,
including military leaders, to be
in charge of specific areas.

TOO CLOSE FOR COMFORT: Mr
Allawi's neighbour inspects his house
after a blast on Wednesday. — AFP

Iran’s warning

TEHERAN, July 7. — Iran’s def-
ence minister, Rear Admiral Ali
Shamkhani, has warned that
the Islamic republic would aban-
don its commitments to the UN
atomic watchdog if its nuclear
installations were attacked. “If
there is a military attack... it
would be necessary to
renounce all of our nuclear
commitments;” he said. — AFP

Justice minister Mr Malik
Dohan al-Hassan said the pre-
mier would need to get war-

UECTATIET Y

rants from an Iraq1 court béfore
he could take each step and
said martial law could only be

declared for 60 days or for the

duration of the specific vio-
lence, whichever is shorter.

But even as the government
took its first decisive move to
quell the chaos, a rash of vio-
lence broke out throughout the
capital. Masked insurgents and
Iraqi forces backed by US troops
and helicopters waged a gunbat-
tle near Martyrs’ Square. At
least four people were killed and
20 others injured in the massive
battle, according to Mr Saad al-
Anmili, a health ministry official.

Elsewhere in Baghdad, four
mortar tounds shook a neigh-
bourhood near the headquarters
of Mr Allawi’s political party this
morning, wounding six people,
an interior ministry official said.
The attacks, on a stretch of Zei-
toun Street in central Baghdad,
also hit near a home used by Mr
Allawi, who was not present.

Saddam’s nephew held
One of Saddam Hussein’s neph-
ews was arrested along with a
Moroccan on the Jordanian bor-
der, Iraq’s human rights minister
said today, reports AFP. He, ho-
wever, did not mention any date.

steps. in Iraq

USA ulrllﬂed
uranium fo
prevent misuse

WASHINGTON, July 7. — Ah-
ead of the 28 June handover
of sovereignty, the USA had
secretly airlifted nearly two
tonnes of low-enriched urani-
um and 1,000 radioactive
samples from Iraq to prevent
misuse by terrorists to make
“dirty” bombs or to support any
nuclear weapons programme,
a senior US official revealed.
Energy secretary Mr Spencer
Abraham announced that the
radioactive materials were
removed from Tuwaitha
Nuclear Centre and the airiift

-was completed on 23 June

“to keep potentially danger-
ous nuclear materiais out of
the hands of terrorists”, Less
sensitive materials, used for
medical, agricuftural or
industrial purposes, have
been left in Iraq, Mr Abraham
said yesterday.

The International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency, which, in the pre-
war period, had kept the Tuwa-
itha uranium under seal,

was told in advance of the
removal. — PTI

& JuL 2006



addafi’s daughter to help defend Saddam

\AW OS\

Kuwaiti lawyers address a Press conference in Kuwait City on Saturday. They intend to
travel to Iraq in order to press additional charges against Saddam Hussein.

AFP

Libyan team of lawyers to assure fair trial for Hussein

Associated Press
Amman, July 3

THE DAUGHTER of Libyan leader
Muammar Gaddafi will help defend
Saddam Hussein in court, a Jordan-
ian lawyer and member of the legal
team representing the former Iraqi
dictator said on Friday.

Aisha Muammar Gaddafi, a law
professor, will form a Libyan law ex-
perts team to defend Saddam Hus-
sein, Ziad al-Khasawneh said. “The
daughter of the Libyan President is
welcomed to join us, and we consider
her as an official member of the
team,” he said.

Al-Khasawneh added that the Jor-
danian-based multinational defence
team had called Gaddafi on Thursday
to offer their thanks. A statement is-
sued late on Thursday by a charity as-
sociation headed by Gaddafi’s daugh-
ter, in her late 20s, said she wanted to
guarantee Saddam received a “fair
trail (based on) the principle that all
accused should be presumed into-
cent until proven guilty”.

The statement, from the associa-
tion’s office in the Libyan capital,
Tripoli, said several Libyan lawyers
will join Saddam’s defence team,
which already includes lawyers from
Jordan, Lebanon, Tunisia and West-
ern countries such as the United
States, Britain, France and Belgium.

Saddam and 11 other defendants, all
former members of the ousted Iraqi
regime, faced court in Baghdad for the
first time on Thursday on war crimes
and genocide charges. Defence
lawyers were not present for the brief
arraignment. Saddam’s lawyers have
complained of being kept in the dark
concerning their client's case, because
they did not receive answers to their
request to the American administra-
tion, the International Committee for
the Red Cross and the Iragi authori-
ties to meet with the ex-Iraqi leader
and be present when he was indicted.

Al-Khasawneh said a member of
the team, top Arab Lawyers Union of-
ficial Mohammed al-Alaqi, arrived
on Thursday in Jordan from Libya to
help in Saddam’s defence.

Jordanian Mohammed Rashdan,
who heads the defence team, is wait-
ing in Amman for assurances that
the team can safely travel to Iragq.

Days after Saddam’s December 13
capture, the former dictator’s wife,
Sajida Khairallah Telfah, asked
Rashdan to defend her husband, the
lawyer said. Ziad Tariq Aziz, the son
of former Iraqi Deputy Prime Min-
ister ‘Tariq Aziz, appointed Rash-
dan’s team on Thursday to defend
his father.

At an Arab summit i May,
Gaddafi said she was “disgusted”
that the 22-member Arab League had
not done enough to represent Sad-
dam. “What’s the significance of this
Arab gathering?” Gaddafi said be-
fore packing up and leaving the sum-
mit venue, Tunis. “How can this
summit convene while there are two
Arab presidents in jail?”

Gaddafi was referring to Saddam
and Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat,
who has been holed up in his West
Bank headquarters for more than
two years, besieged by Israeli forces.

AP
ENDLESS WAIT: Former lraqi senior
leaders are led into a courtroom
in chains on Thursday.
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INSIGHT

¥ HIE UNITED States Presi-
dent, George W. Bush, ap-
parently believes that he

. has devised a viable strate-
gv to distance his administration
‘rom the quagmire in Iraq. An inter-
in Cabinet has been established,
executive power transferred to it
and an embassy has replaced the
f oalition Provisional Authority as
the link between Washington and
the supposedly sovereign Govern-
ment in Baghdad. However, few
people in the world other than Mr.
Bush and his ardent admirers ac-
mally believe that conditions have
~hanged in any real sense.

A declaration that sovereignty has
Ceen transferred to the Iraqis is
laughable when an occupation
‘orce of over 1,50,000 troops backed
by the air power and tanks of the
world’s most powerful military con-
tinues (o operate in. the country.
Wwhile the Ministers of the interim
overnment  might have taken
niominal charge of the departments,
they hardly have much freedom to
sperate when thev must follow the
mistructions of embedded foreign
‘advisors.” The new Government
may now be able to directly access
nil revenues but the contracts for
reconstruction were handed over to
companies headquartered in the in-
vading countries long ago. Interim
Prime Minister Iyad Allawi and the
rest of his Cabinet live in and oper-
ate from buildings located inside a
high security zone protected by the
i1.S., with hardly any contact with
the citizens of Iraq.

If sovereignty is a sham, the
svomise of democracy is likely to be
‘ust as farcical. The main task be-
‘ore the interim Government is to
arepare the ground for elections by
“he end of 2004 or before February
2005 at the latest. Since the prep-
arations cannot be properly made
when an insurgency is raging in the
country, the Government has to try
mid restore stability before it can do
nything else. The interim set-up is
‘rying to raise security forces of its
swi but it is not certain that these
fnrces will be available in time or
hat they will ever be effective. Un-
Jer the circumstances, the Allawi
sovernment will look to the occu-
nation forces to continue with the
w-far abortive effort to pacify the
untry. As the occupation forces
Arry out an aggressive campaign
wainst the forces of national resist-
ince, they are bound to cause more
leath and destruction, which, in
wurn, will fuel insurgency. This is
the most likely scenario, but there
night well be an even more bizarre
‘wist in the tale that is yet to unfold.

It was perhaps no coincidence

‘hat the shape of the interim Iraqi
S;overnment was firmed up soon
ifter Jordan’s King Abdullah met
with  Mr. Bush. The Hashemite
monarch suggested that such a
tiovernment could be effective if a
strong man was appointed to head
‘t. While Mr. Allawi’s elevation to
he post took place only after back-
room  manoeuvring between the
11.S. Defence Department on the
arie hand and a Central Intelligence
\gency/State Department combine-
on the other, he undoubtedly fits
he bill. Mr. Allawi was reputedly'a
“"ath party enforcer when he was
1 college and is believed to be con-
sersant with the tactics that the par-
v employed to retain power for
nore than three decades.

Given this background, the first

sonouncements on security affairs
-i7de by the new Government did
w1 come as a surprise. Within
-wirs of stepping into the Premier-

ip, Mr. Allawi floated the idea
hat the Government might impose
sartial law. Spokesmen. for the
vorld’s oldest and most powerful
Jdemncracies concurred without a
race of misgiving. Both the Amer-
can and British Governments said
:hev would not oppose the imposi-
sion of martial law if the new, “inde-
nendent” Government in Baghdad
“elt that such a step was necessary.
\ fow days later, another senior offi-

cial went a step further and de-
clared that the Government was
waiting for the Westerners to get
out of the way so that it could resort
to time-tested methods. Foreigners,
he explained, did not possess the
“culture” that would enable them to

‘effectively deal with the insurgency.

From these statements, it is pos-
sible to discern the course the inter-
im Government is likely to follow.
In adopting the culture of the hard
regimes of the Arab world, Mr. Alla-

Z
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aq in chains

Saddam Hussein is led away from a courtroom in Baghdad. — Photo: Reuters

Saddam Hussein might have become a figure of the pastﬂbut the Iraqi
resistance will fight on, says Kesava Menon.

wi and his cohorts will rely on the
mukhbarat, the intelligence agen-
cies. They have already begun doing
so. According to reports, a U.S. mil-
itary unit recently rescued several
men from a government building
where they were being beaten up by
a group of fellow Iragis. The Iraqi

intelligence personnel were report-
ed to have made an interesting re-
tort when the Americans told them
to stop beating their prisoners —
that unlike American prison guards,
they had at least not raped the dete-
nus.

With the Allawi Government ap-

parently setting up an intelligence
apparatus, it will try to apply the
time-tested methods that the other
Arab regimes have used for years.
The intelligence services will be
used to intimidate and bring in line
various segments of Iraqi society
beginning with the fledgling mil-

itary and police forces. Mr. Allawi
has already hinied that he is not
happy with the January 2005 dead-
line for holding elections. There is a
chance that as the deadline ap-
proaches, statements will be issued
calling for a postponement of the
elections. It will be argued that the
situation is still too delicate and
that stability must be fully restored
before the country embarks on a
possibly disruptive democratic ex-
ercise.

The Bush administration’s claim
that it seeks to nurture democracy
in the Arab world will be fully ex-
posed if developments take such a
course. But this administration has
changed the goal-posts so often
that (if it is still around after the
U.S. presidential election) it might
well claim that the restoration of
stability in Iraq was its objective all
along.

The U.S. may also not have a
problem living with a one-party or
one-person rule in Iraq. After all, it
continues to deal with several other
dictatorships in the Arab world.

However, Mr. Allawi is likely to
discover that he cannot control his
country even with a ruthless intelli-
gence service and a reconstitutéd
military force. With the U.S. spend-
ing billions of dollars for the recon-
stitution of the Iragi military,
hundreds of young men have turn-
ed up at the recruitment centres.
This is not a surprise given the lack
of other avenues of employment.

But even the American trainers
admit that only a handful is likely to
become reliable soldiers. An over-
whelming majority of the recruits
who have been interviewed asserted
that they would never fight their
compatriots. The new recruits are
not likely to be any different from
the personnel of units raised earlier
and ordered to fight against insur-
gents in Fallujah. These units either
melted away, openly rebelled or de-
serted to the camps of the insur-
gents.

The Allawi-centred contraption
might seek to emulate other Arab
regimes. But it lacks the vital ele-
ment that has enabled these re-
gimes to survive for so long —
bedrock nationalism. The regimes
in Egypt, Syria and Libya have not
survived only because they com-
mand brutal enforcement mecha-
nisms. These regimes were created
by groups of men, usually military
officers, who were bound together
by a sense of common purpose.
Each of these regimes might have
been corrupted by power.

However, the people who run
these regimes know that they must
not only support one another but
also uphold the national cause at
some basic level. There has not
been any indication that Mr. Allawi
or other members of his Cabinet
have been able to establish a con-
nection with the people of Iraq who
still view them as irrelevant outside-
1S.
The national resistance retains
the political and military initiative.
Those who are trying to suppress
the resistance have no clue to its
size, organisational structure or
leadership. The occupation forces
have not been able to form a clear
idea about the nature of their oppo-
nents. They sometimes describe the
insurgency as consisting of separate
bands loosely tied together.

At other times, they say that a
Ba’ath party remnant or a religious
network provides the insurgency
with internal coherence. The truth
probably lies somewhere in be-
tween. Those who are active in the
insurgency might have arrived at
some idea of an hierarchical order
over the year during which they
have waged their campaign, even if
an organisational structure did not
exist in the first place, For instance,
the insurgents in each district or
town can probably identify the peo-
ple who lead the insurgency in ad-
joining areas. With such knowledge,
each band can support another and
will also probably have some idea of
which band has been active and
which has not.

While the resistance fighters have
not issued any statement in support
of the overthrown President, Sad-
dam Hussein, or railed against his
imprisonment, the defiance that he
showed at his trial will have a reso-
nance. This defiance is what the
insurgency is all about. Saddam
Hussein might have become a fig-
ure of the past but the Iraqi resist-
ance will fight on.
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f”f@ 7 SADDAM’S TRIAL

IRAQ’S OVERTHROWN RESIDENT, Saddam
Hussein, will be forced to confront the record of
brutality he set over years in power during the
course of a trial that is likely to last several
months. In preliminary hearings before a special
tribunal on Thursday, the deposed ruler was for-
mally indicted for crimes committed against his
own people and those of a neighbouring country.
Mr. Hussein is accused of masterminding the
murder of religious leaders in 1974; the gassing of
Kurds in Halabja in 1988; the killing of the Kur-
dish Barzani clan in 1983; the assassination of
political rivals in the last 30 years; the “Anfal”
campaign to displace Kurds in 1986-88; the 1990
invasion of Kuwait and, the suppression of the
uprising by Kurds and Shias in 1991. There will be
no lack of efidence since other Governments,
human rights groups and the international
media gathered information as these outrages
were being committed. The relatives and others
representing the people victimised by the Ba'ath-
ist regime waited for years to see Mr. Hussein
brought to justice and they can now be expected
to try and substantiate the charges. In particular,
the people of Kuwait claim to have documented
proof of the murders, abductions and plunder
carried out by Iraqgi forces during the seven
month-long occupation. These atrocities were
committed on the orders of a Baghdad cabal that
had embarked on an illegal and revanchist at-
tempt to redraw the map.

The prosecution’s failure to indict the deposed
dictator for imposing an unjust eight-year war on
Iran that caused hundreds of thousands of
deaths cannot be justified on any ground. Iraq’s
aggression against its eastern neighbour was as
reprehensible as its invasion of Kuwait. In both
the cases, Mr. Hussein launched his attacks with-
out any provocation driven solely by his expan-
sionist ambitions, While a United States-led
international coalition provided the Kuwaitis
with some redress by driving out the invaders

and forcing them to pay reparations — and in the
process inflicted enormous suffering on the hard-
pressed people of Iraq during the Gulf War and
subsequently — the Iranians have not been rec-
ompensed for the suffering they endured. Poison
gas was used against the defending army and bar-
rages of Scud missiles were fired at Teheran and
other cities in utter disregard for civilian lives. The
prosecutors apparently took their cue from the
U.S. administration, which wields real power in
Iraq, when they declined to include the atrocities
committed on Iran in the list of charges against
Mr. Hussein. However, it was inexplicable that
the prosecutors did not indict the Ba’athists for
cruelly suppressing the broad mass of Iraqis and
for making them suffer the consequences (such
as the devastating economic sanctions imposed
after the 1991 Guif War) of the leadership’s
misadventures.

While Mr. Hussein and his cohorts have plenty
to answer for, the criminal proceedings initiated
against them in an illegal court in an unfree na-
tion under U.S.-led military occupation represent
a travesty of justice. The tribunal was established
by a government that is not representative of the
Iraqi people and instead is widely perceived as a
puppet that serves Washington’s interests. Law-
yers hired by Mr. Hussein are likely to argue that
their client is immune frem punishment because
his status as President of the country cannot be
undermined by an illegitimate invasion. Techni-
cally the law to be applied in such cases will have
no leg to stand on since the old constitution has
been abrogated and the new one is yet to be
adopted. With all the suffering that the Iraqis have
undergone over the years, they deserve the
chance to bring their oppressors to justice before
independent and impartial tribunals that apply
laws universally perceived to be legitimate and
follow fair procedures. The proceedings initiated
in a Baghdad courtroom fail shamefully and trag-
ically to meet these criteria.
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IRAQ / THEY WERE IN CHAINS DURING HEARING

Saddam Hussein’s aides
seek legal help |

BAGHDAD, JULY 2. Eleven of Sad-
dam Hussein’s closest lieuten-
ants followed their former
leader into court yesterday,
some with eyes glistening,
some confused and scared, but
all shrunken and apparently
fearing their time was up.

While Mr. Hussein breathed
defiance during his 25-minute
hearing and left the room with
a smirk, many of his former
lieutenants showed respect for
the judge, some addressing
him politely and even express-
ing satisfaction to have had
their day in court.

The 11 —.including Ali Has-
san al-Majid, better known as
Chemical Ali; Tariq Aziz, for-
mer Foreign Minister, and Mr.
Hussein’s half brothers Wat-
ban and Barzan al-Tikriti —
were taken one-by-one into
court for quick 10-minute ap-
pearances.

Like Mr. Hussein, they were
dressed in cheap suits and
open-necked shirts, bought off
the rack for them by an Amer-
ican warrant officer.

Some of them, like Mr. Aziz,
remained chained around the
waist during their hearing.

But unlike Mr. Hussein, they
all signed the papers put be-
fore them by the judge, ac-
knowledging their rights
before the court, and most po-
litely made requests for law-
yers — not just Iraqi ones, but
attorneys from Jordan or
Egypt.

Abid Hamid Mahmoud al-
Tikriti, Mr. Hussein’s one-time
secretary, even managed to
raise a laugh — unintentional-
ly. Asked who he would like to
represent him, he replied Ma-
lik al-Hassan, who unknown to
the defendant was recently ap-
pointed Iraq’s Justice Minister.

When explained his rights,
he said: “These rights are ex-
cellent,” and when the judge
told him who he was, he re-
plied; “You're welcome, most
welcome,” according to a re-
porter assigned to cover the
hearing for the press.

Chemical Ali, accused of
some of the worst crimes dur-
ing Mr. Hussein’s regime, in-
cluding the gassing of the
Kurds in Halabja in 1988 and
the suppression of a 1991 Shia
and Kurd uprising, entered the
courtroom using a stick, the

result of diabetes. According to
a witness, he was sober and
pensive during his hearing, but
polite.

When read his rights, he re-
plied: “Thank you,” and when
told what he was accused of, he
said: “I'm happy with the accu-
sations because 'm innocent
of them.”

When he left the courtroom,
Mr. Ali told a guard he was
pleased with how things had
gone because, he said, he had
expected the charges to be
much worse, according to Mo-
waffaq al-Rubaie, Irag’s securi-
ty adviser and observer.

The assigned reporter said
many of the accused invoked
God when addressing the
judge, and via their words and
intonations seemed to accept
that justice was looming.

All were accused of broad
crimes, such as murders dur-
ing the 1990s, Halabja’s gass-
ing, or the suppression of the
1991 uprising, and were told
they faced justice under Sec-
tion 406/1/a of Iraq's criminal
code, which carries the death

Questions over neutrality of tria

By Rory McCarthy and
Jonathan Steele

BAGHDAD, JULY 2. The complex-
ities of preparing the case
against Saddam Hussein be-
came apparent within weeks of
Iraq’s special tribunal being set
up at the end of last year.

Salem Chalabi, the U.S.-and-
British-educated lawyer who
runs the tribunal, spoke then of
his frustrations at sifting
through the evidence, finding
competent, unbiased judges,
securing jails and courtrooms
and protecting witnesses. He
warned it could take up to two
years io bring Mr. Hussein to
trial. Now a courthouse and
judges have been found and the
Iraqis have agreed to let the U.S.
military continue to guard Mr.
Hussein and the other detenus
until the Iragi security forces
are up to the job.

But that still leaves several is-
sues unsettled. Mr. Hussein’s
lawyers will challenge the legiti-
macy of the court, which was set
up by the Governing Council, a
now disbanded group of advis-
ers appointed by the U.S. occu-
pation authorities. The fact that
the tribunal is being run by Mr.
Chalabi, nephew of one of Iraq’s

most vociferous opponents of
Mr. Hussein, Ahmad Chalabi,
will also raise questions over
neutrality.

Amnesty International has
said the terms of the special tri-
bunal needed to be changed.
The statute, it said, did not pre-
vent arbitrary atrest or the
torture of detenus to extract
confessions. It also suggested
there was a lack of expertise
among lIragi judges in tackling
cases involving human rights
and crimes against humanity.
Other human rights groups
have noted there is no require-
ment for proof beyond a rea-
sonable doubt.

Both the U.S. and the new
Iraqi leadership want to run the
trial themselves and resisted
any suggestion of creating an
independent,  internationally
staffed war crimes tribunal like
those working on the former
Yugoslavia and Rwanda. That
fits comfortably with Washing-
ton’s reluctance to sign up to
the International Criminal
Court, but inevitably means a
shortage of experience and the
danger of vengeful justice.

The Iragis and the Americans
want a short trial and will make
every effort to stop Mr. Hussein
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penalty. — Reuters

turning his appearance into a
political campaign. That ap-
proach will also have to be care-
fully crafted if they are to avoid
running a kangaroo court.
Though the occupation author-
ities banned the death penalty,
Iraq’s new political leaders have
warned it may be reintroduced
for special cases. Perhaps the
biggest hurdle may be the logis-
tics of amassing evidence. The
process may be
slowed by sifting through thou-
sands of unsorted documents to
find the papers that definitively
prove Mr. Hussein issued direct
orders for the most heinous
crimes of his regime.

Few would deny there is a
longer term military imperative
to conducting a trial that is seen
by all sides as impeccably fair.
Lieutenant General Thomas
Metz, the second most senior
military commander in Iraq,
said it was important the trial
did not “become a carnival and
something that the insurgents
of the Ba’athists or anybody can
say wasn't proper. We have in-
vested too much, we have come
too far not to do those last cou-
ple of steps with Saddam cor-
rectly.” ©Guardian
Newspapers Limited 2004

The former Iragl President, Saddam Hussein (top left) and 11 former offi i i |
. who appeared at a court hearing on the outskirts of Baghdad on Thutr)s;:;a.“?T%:)hrl:wm%rl:‘r: ‘
secondr left) The former Deputy Prime Minister, Tarlq Aziz; the former Presidential Seéretary
Abed Hamid Mahmud al-Tikriti; the former Ba’ath Party Reglonal Command Chairman ’
responsible for West Baghdad, Aziz Saleh al-Numan; Mr. Hussein’s half brother and former
R prﬁzltdentlal adviser, Watban lbrahim Hasan akTikriti; the member of the decision-making
evolutionary Command Councli, Mohammed Hamza al-Zubaldi; the former Defence Minister,

Sultan Hashim Ahmad al-Tai; the fo
¢ | ; the former presidential adviser, Ali Hassan al-Maljid
;Il:er:olcal All); the former presidential adviser and half brother, Barzan Ibrahim l‘lasgl:lngmk?fti'
? rmerIMllltary Intelligence Chief and Governor of Baghdad, Sabir Abdul Azizi al-Douri: the’
ormer Vice-President, Taha Yassin Ramadan; and the former Secretary of the Republic’an
Guard, Kamal Mustafa Abdullah Sultan al-Tikritl. — AFP
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By Christine Hauser

addam Hussein defiantly
Sfaced an Iragi judicial

hearing today, where he
was read seven preliminary
charges that included the 1990
invasion of Kuwait, suppressing
the Shiite uprising, and the
gassing of the Kurds, according
to a television pool report.

“l am Saddam Hussein, the’

President of Irag,” Mr. Hussein
replied twice when he answer-
ed the judge, whose first ques-
tion was to ask his name.

“This is all a theatre; the real
criminal is Bush,” Mr. Hussein
said.

According to the report — by
the CNN correspondent, Chris-
tiane Amanpour, who was pre-
sent in the courtroom — Mr.
Hussein was dressed in civilian
clothes and wearing a neat
beard. His handcuffs, and a
chain around his waist, were re-
moved before he appeared in
front of the judge. Mr. Hussein,
who was captured by coalition
forces in December, rejected
the charges against him, calling
the court proceeding “theatre”
and questioning its jurisdiction.
The report said that he tried to
interrupt the judge by using the
word “please,” and that he was
reprimanded for his language
when he defended the invasion
of Kuwait.

The trial is expected to begin
within months. On Wednesday,
the new Iragi government took
legal custody of Mr. Hussein,
after seven months of impris-
onment, and 11 of his aides. But
the United States retains phys-
ical custody of Mr. Hussein, and
he remains under American
guard.

No lawyers were present and
Mr. Hussein refused to sign pa-
pers that he had been read his
rights and that he understood
what was going on. The judge
said he would enter the ac-
knowledgement himself. The
proceedings took place under
tight security. Mr. Hussein was
brought to the location in an ar-
moured bus in a convoy ac-

’Accuse...!

® ‘This is all a theatre;
the real criminal is Bush.’

companied by  American
Humvees and an ambulance. A
member of the defence team,
Tim Hughes, said the lawyers
would argue that the trial can-
not be fair. They would argue

Mr. Hussein has immunity
from prosecution because he is
still Iraq’s President, over-
thrown by an “illegitimate in-
vasion.” Mr. Hussein was
denied legal representation at

Thursday’s appearance, Mr.
Hughes said. Mr. Hussein's
voice was weak and hoarse, the
report said, and when he chal-
lenged the judge he jabbed his
finfer at Him'Iraqi guards and

new members of the new Iragi
government were among those
watching, riveted by his appear-
ance. The preliminary charges
read today would form the basis
for the formal indictment, for

Former President Saddam Hussein challenges the judge in court at a U.S. military base near the Baghdad airport on Thursday. — AFP

which the investigative proce-
dure will now begin, the report
said. Earlier statements have
said Mr. Hussein would be
charged with crimes against hu-
manity: the killing and torture

of hundreds of thousands of Ira-
qis during his more than two
decades in power. — New York
Times News Service

.

Lawyers cry foul: Page 15 ™
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o Bush, Chirac clash

Q‘

By lan Black

ISTANBUL, JUNE 30. The U.S. Pres-
ident, George W Bush, and the
French President, Jacques Chi-
rac, yesterday clashed sharply
for the second day running at
NATO’s  Istanbul  summit,
squabbling over Iraq, Afghanis-
tan and Turkey's place in
Europe.

The French President under-
mined hopes of burying trans-
Atlantic disagreements when he
insisted he was ‘“‘entirely hos-
tile” to any NATO presence in
Iraq, which he warned would be
“‘dangerous and
counterproductive.”

Mr. Chirac was unapologetic
about his repeated rows with
the U.S. “We are friends and al-
lies but we are not servants,” he
told reporters before leaving for
an E.U. summit in Brussels.

“When we do not agree we do
not say so aggressively, butina
firm manner.” He also resisted
U.S. pressure to deploy NATO
units to boost security in Af-
ghanistan. The U.S Defence
Secretary, Donald Rumsfeld,
warned that opposition to de-
ploying the NATO Response
Force (NRF) could be circum-
vented by taking a decision in a
forum which excludes France.

But Mr. Chirac, unhappy
about deploying the alliance
outside its Cold War-era Eu-
ropean area of operations,
made clear he thought the force
should not be used to help se-
cure the Afghan elections in
September.

“The NRF is not designed for
this. It should not be used just
for any old matter.” Mr. Bush
again called on the E.U. to give
Turkey a firm date for starting
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again over Turkey ~\7

membership talks — after being
told by his French counterpart
only the day before to mind his
own business on this issue. Mr.
Bush said that taking the
world’s most successful Muslim
democracy into the E.U. would
encourage other Islamic states
to undertake the democratic re-
forms he hopes Iraq will see as
the post-Saddam Government
takes charge. "Including Turkey
in the E.U. would prove that Eu-
rope is not the exclusive club of
a single religion and it would ex-
pose the ‘clash of civilisations’
as a passing myth of history,”
he said.

The E.U. leaders are to decide
this year whether Turkey meets
stringent standards for democ-
racy and human rights that will
enable it to start membership
talks next year. — ©Guardian
Newspapers Limited 2004



