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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

WASHINGTON, Dec. 4. —
US President George W.
Bush today expressed hope
that a solution will be found
to the “historically difficult”
Kashmir problem even as
vigiting Pakistani leader
Gen. Pervez Musharraf said
India and Pakistan are
“moving well” in the dia-
logue process.

“We discussed our bilateral
relations and relations
between India and Pakistan.
We hope there will be a
peaceful solution to what
has been a historically diffi-
cult problem between India
and Pakistan,” Mr Bush
said, with Gen. Musharraf
sitting besides him, after the
40 minute-meeting at the
White House. However, Mr
Bush did not mention
Kashmir by name.

Gen. Musharraf said the
dialogue process with India
was moving well and that he
was “very optimistic of the
future” on bilateral relations.

“We are moving well on the
issue of confidence building
measures. And also the dia-
logue process towards reso-
lution of disputes, Gen.

05 DEC 2004

‘Bush, Pervez rewind K-word

T

George W. Bush with Gen. Pervez Musharraf at the Oval Office of the White Hous:
in Washington DC on Saturday. — AFP -

Musharraf said after his disputes and the core dis- He also said Mr Bush views
meeting with Mr Bush. “We pute happens to be Kashmir, the creation of a Palestinian
hope that we will move for- therefore moving forward on state as “the core issue” for
ward in all resolution of all that.” defeating global terrorism.
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“$1.2 bn US

ms deal
"91’ th Pak‘“

!ndia ‘

WASHINGTON, Nov. 18.

— The US is selling
Pakistan eight Orion sur-
veillance aircraft, related
equipment worth $970
million and ‘anti-tank mis-
siles. Pakistan has request-
ed other equipment as
well which can have no use
against terrorists but only
against the army and navy
of a government enemy,
says a media report.

The Pentagon has
already notified Congress
about the sale of eight P-
3C Orion surveillance air-
craft, The Washington
Times said.

In addition, the Defence
Security Cooperation
Agency was quoted by the
paper as saying that it
plans to sell Pakistan 2,000
TOW-2A missiles and 14
TOW-2A Fly-to-Buy mis-
siles in a deal valued at $82
million.

Pakistan had  also
requested the sale of six
Phalanx rapid-fire 20-mm
guns for surface ships, and
the upgrade of six gun sys-
tems, a contract worth up
to $155 miilion, the agency
said. The total value of the
package could be as high

as $1.2 bllllOﬂ

The notificatio was
silent on any possible sale
of F-16 aircraft, ecagerly
sought by  Pakistan.
Though it said “the pro-
posed sale of this equip-
ment and support will not
affect the basic military
balance in the region,” the
paper suggested that many
of the equipment sought by
Pakistan had no use against
Al-Qaida or Taliban but
against enemy countries.

Lawmakers have 30 days
to block the proposed
arms sales but defence
officials and
Congressional  sources
said that such a develop-
ment is unlikely.

In Islamabad, while
declining to react to non-
inclusion of the sale of F-
16s in the deal, Pakistan
foreign office spokesman
Mr Masood Khan said that
the deal was a good devel-
opment. “We do not want
to go into specifics. There
is a proposal transmitted
to US Congress. We can
express satisfaction over
burgeoning relations with
US. Pakistan has legiti-
mate defence require-
ments and we welcome
attention being paid to our
requirements,” he said.

THE STATESMAN
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“Subcontinent hails Bush win

US must help resolve J&K/@ india isoks to
tangle at least now: Pakww @immgﬁh@n ties

Islamabad: Contending that
Kashmir was an “interna-
tional” issue, Pakistan on
Thursday expressed hope
that US President George W
Bush would help in its reso-
lution during his second
term in office.

Meanwhile, the opposition
seemed disappointed with the
US poll results as the Bush has
been supporting Pakistan Pres-
ident Pervez Musharraf con-
sistently. Terming the Mushar-
raf-Bush relationship as “in-
tertwined and hurting the

“Kashmir is
no more an is-
sue between
India and Pak-
istan. It has
now become
an interna- §
tional one,” in-
formation min-
ister Sheikh
Rashid said,
adding,
“Bush’s  sec-
ond term will
result in further improve-
ment of ties between Pak-
istan and the US and might be
beneficial for the settlement
of the Kashmir imbroglio.”

Remarking that Bush’s re-
turn to the White House would
ensure continuity in the war on
terror and cement bilateral ties,
he hoped the US leader would
redress the grievances of the
Muslim world and work with Is-
lamic countries in resolving is-
sues like Palestine and Kashmir.

5 NOV 2004

cause of
restoration of
democracy”, a
senior opposi-
tion  alliance
leader said
Bush must take
® a second look at
the “blank
cheque” he had
provided
Musharraf,
overriding ef-
forts to restore
democracy in the country.
“Before 9/11, the US Presi-
dent refused to meet Mushar-
raf. But now they have be-
come thick friends. If Bush
does not change his policy,
Musharraf will continue to
crush the opposition,” he
said, adding that the alliance
was planning to launch a
campaign in the European
Union as it was taking a real-
istic look at the restoration of
democracy in Pakistan. e

e

Washington: With President George W
Bush returning to the White House for a
second term, India has expressed confi-
dence that its strategic relations with
the US will gain “new strength”.

“With President Bush’s re-election,
we can look forward with confidence to
further strengthening Indo-US rela-
tions,” India’s ambassador to the US
Ronen Sen said. He said that Indo-US
relations had gained further impor-
tance was reflected in the composition
of the India caucus in the House of
Representatives—the largest for any
country and the first and only caucus
on India in the Senate.

“We look forward to the relation-
ship gaining new strength and mo-
mentum in this process which has
been set in motion in developing the
strategic relationship between the twog
countries,” Sen added.

Recalling that Bush had promised to
visit India during his talks with Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh in New
York in September, the ambassador
said a warm welcome awaited the
President in India.

Pointing out that the thaw in Indo-
US relations began during the Ronald
Reagan presidency and continued
during the term of Bush’s father
George Bush Senior, Sen said, “I per-
sonally know how warm the relation-
ship was between Prime Minister Ra-
jiv Gandhi and the two presidents
Reagan and Bush was.” pnt
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7 Powell’s tall

claims fall flat

in front of B]&ﬁ

Our Political Bureau ¢

" NEW DELHI 26 OCTOBER W),

HE BJP on Tuesday denied
I US secretary of state Colin
Powell's claim that he had
“setup” the talks between Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee and his Pakistani
counterpart Zafarullah Khan Ja-
mali in April last year that trig-
gered the process of
normalisation  of
tics between the
two countries. The
party also rejected
the US secretary of
state’s charge that
the Indo-Pak stand-
off following the je-
hadi attack on the
Indian Parliament
on December 13, FRENEE
2001 had “a nuclear dimension.”
A day after Mr Vajpayce, the
former Indian Prime Minister, is-
sued a strong denial to Mr Pow-
ell’s purported statement, carried
in an American newspaper on
October 18, an angry BJP fielded
former Union external affairs
minister Jaswant Singh to put the
record straight. “It'd be entirely
incorrect on the part of Mr Powell
to infer what he has done,” as-
serted Mr Singh, adding that “the
initiative by Mr Vajpayee on April
18 last year during his Srinagar

visit was based entirely on his
own assessment and arose from
his continuing desire for peace in
the sub-continent.”

The BJP veteran claimed that
the US secretary of state did not
have any telephonic conversa-
tion with Mr Vajpayee during the
period concerned. “Prime Minis-
ter Vajpayee at no stage discussed
any issue with Mr
Powell over the

that he set up the
telephone call be-
tween the two
prime ministers is
totally  incorrect.
8 Since when hasthe
j US state depart-
| ment started func-

Lo E tioning as a tele-
phone exchange? Mr Powell’s re-
marks are entirely fabricated.
There is no truth whatsoever in
it,” Mr Singh insisted.

The way in which Mr Powell
hasgone about claiming credit for
the resumption of the talks is a
concoction and a figment of his
imagination as the US’ assertions
about the presence of weapons of
mass destruction (WMDs) inTraq,
he added. Tt also launched an of-
fensive on the government for
signing the Next Steps in Strategic
Partnership (NSSP) document.
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~U.S. to ease curbs on space, n-facilities

\,\O
By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, SEPT. 19. India and
the United States have come to
a successful conclusion of the
first phase in the Next Step in
Strategic Partnership (NSSP)
initiative. “The implementation
of the NSSP will lead to signif-
icant economic benefits for
both countries and improve re-
gional ‘and global security,” a
joint press statement says.

The successful conclusion of
the first phase means that the
Bush administration will ease
export controls on Indian civil-
ian nuclear and space facilities.
The joint statement makes
pointed reference to the fact
that since January the two Gov-
ernments have been closely
working to conclyude Phase 1
and this inclu implementa-
tion of measufes to address pro-

and

hferatlon conceyns
ithh American ex-

compliance wi
port controls.
“These efforts have enabled
the United States to make mod-
ifications to U.S. export licens-
ing policies that will foster
cooperation in commercial
space programmes and permit
certain exports to power plants
at safeguarded nuclear facili-
ties. These modifications, in-
cluding removing the Indian
Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) headquarters from the
Department of Commerce Enti-
ty List, are fully consistent with
U.S. Government non-prolifer-
ation laws, obligations and ob-
jectives,” the statement reads.

Implementation group

“The United States and India
will continue to move forward
under the NSSP and have a joint

THE HINDU

implementation group for this
purpose. The progress an-
nounced today is only the first
phase in this important effort
which is a significant part of
transforming our strategic rela-
tionship,” it says.

India’s Foreign Secretary,
Shyam Saran, who was in Wash-
ington for the “significant” rea-
son of concluding Phase 1 of the
NSSP said at a press briefing
that this development on Phase
1 opens the door for “more ex-
panded interaction” in the
space and nuclear fields; and
according to the senior Indian
official the “nitty-gritty details”
will become available after cer-
tain administrative procedures
are out of the way.

From India’s point of view,

‘the emerging licensing regime

is “far more liberal and predict-
able,” says Mr. Saran stressing

in the process that in the whole
exercise there is nothing like a
“more iron clad” or a “less iron
clad” guarantees.

“It is a cooperative venture”
one in which both India and the
United States are looking at
“shared concerns,” he main-
tained. One other thing that was
pointed out by the Foreign Sec-
retary was that the NSSP is a
process and is not static; only
the first phase of this process
has been completed which will
be followed by the second and
the third.

No fixed agenda

All of this implying that the
full process would go on for
years and months and not nec-
essarily confined to the current-
ly identified fields. “We have
certain broad contours of a road

”

map.
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" Grant of new status will affect

“\1 India-Pakistan ties: Pallone =

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MARCH 31. A senior
Democratic law-maker has
questioned the Bush Adminis-
fration granting the status of
“major non-NATO ally” to Pa-
kistan arguing that this would,
among other things, set back
the emerging ties between India
and Pakistan.

Frank Pallone, founder of the
Congressional Caucus on India
and Indian Americans, said on
the floor of the House of Repre-
sentatives that although India
and Pakistan were on a slow
and yet steady path for im-
proved political, economic and
defence relations “unfortunate-
ly that balance has been dam-
aged by the Bush
Administration’s favourabie
treatmuent of Pakistan in naming
it a major non-NATO ally.”

Mr. Pallone sought to draw a
distinction between the two
South Asian countries. “India is
a strong vibrant democracy of
over 50 years and Pakistan is a
rogue nation under military
rule,” Mr. Pallone said going on
to stress that while New Delhi’s
nuclear programme is civilian-
controlled, Pakistan’s pro-
gramme was sold to such na-
tions as Libya, Iran and North
Korea to assist in illegal and
covert weapons programmes.
Further, the New Jersey Demo-
crat said, “India is protecting its

THE HINDY

citizens from terrorism in Kash-
mir and Pakistan is sponsoring
terrorist activity in its own
backyard.”

According to him, naming
Pakistan a ‘major non-NATO al-
ly’ is completely inconsistent
with U.S. policies. “Pakistan is
not a democratic nation, Pakis-
tan supports terrorism in Kash-
mir and Pakistan has engaged
in nuclear activity for which it
has recently pardoned the key
scientist who aided covert nu-
clear programimes in rogue na-
tions. The results of this new
designation will be devastat-
ing,” Mr. Pallone said.

The lawmaker said the most

immediate concern of the des-
ignation is the rapid and large-
scale supply of military equip-
ment from the United States to
Pakistan, including possibly
F-16s.

He said this was cause for
concern because “U.S. military
supplies that were given to Pa-
kistan for use against Russia
and China have been historical-
ly used against India.”

“...I cannot understand why
the U.S. has accorded Pakistan
MNNA status. Pakistan has a
history of abusing military and
nuclear equipment and yet we
are allowing them to have ac-
cess to depleted uranium am-

munition, special privilege in
bidding for certain U.S. govern-
ment contracts, radar systems,
attack helicopters and airborne
early warning systems,” he said.

Mr. Pallone said that Pakistan
had already been allocated $3
billion in assistance — 50 per
cent of which is for military
equipment — for its assistance
in the war against terrorism.

“The Bush Administration
must re-evaluate its policies to-
wards Pakistan — the new des-
ignation of MNNA is unfair,
inappropriate and most impor-
tantly dangerous given the vola-
tile nature of the South Asia
region,” he added.

‘Friends of India’ group in U.S. Senate

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MARCH 31. The ‘Friends of India’
group, with both Republicans and Democrats,
has been formally organised in the United States
Senate and is similar to the Congressional Cau-
cus on India and Indian Americans, which is in
existence in the House of Representatives for the
last decade.

The announcement of the move in the Senate
came from Senator John Cornyn, the force be-
hind the idea and a freshman Republican law-
maker from Texas.

This is the first time in the history of the Sen-
ate that a country-focussed caucus has been
constituted.

Senator Cornyn is said to have announced at a

function of the American Association of Physi-
cians of Indian Origin that the ‘Friends of India’
group in the Senate would be co-chaired by Sen-
ator Hillary Rodham Clinton of New York.

It is being said that the idea of the ‘Friends of
India’ group in the Senate has the active support
and blessings of several leading law-makers in
that chamber that would include the Senate Ma-
jority Leader, Bill Frist, and the Minority leader,
Thomas Daschle.

One report says that 20 Senators, including
Mr. Frist and Mr. Daschle, have agreed to be-
come members of the group. Prominent Demo-
crats would include Senators Joseph Lieberman,
Paul Sarbanes and Edward Kennedy; and on the
Republican side would be Senators Orrin Hatch,

Charles Grassley and Thad Cochy
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HE MORE things
change, the more they
remain the same.” This
is the oldest political
cliche in the books. Yet when it comes
to U.S. diplomacy in South Asia, it is
clearly the most accurate. It always
seems that just at the moment when a
real turning point has been reached
in relations between India and the
United States, the ‘Pakistan obses-
sion’ rears its ugly head and shatters
the dream. It is threatening to happen
again, for the umpteenth time.

The designation of Pakistan as a
“major non-NATO ally” has obviously
been cooked up by the neo-cons in
the White House and their unrecon-
structed Cold Warrior cohorts lodged
in the bowels of the State and De-
fence departments who simply never
have got the point about South Asia
— that addressing security threats in
the region by putting guns in the
hands of Pakistani military dictators
destroys any chance of securing rap-
prochement and peace between In-
dia and Pakistan. For in the end,
somewhere down this road, it rein-
forces the power of the wrong politi-
cal elements in Pakistan: the
Punjabi-dominated military, bureau-
cratic and oligopolistic elites who de-
plore democracy, hate India, and
yearn for the chance to act out their
political obsessions on the battlefield.

Ahhh, the proponents of making
Pakistan a de facto NATO ally are say-
ing: This time the situation is differ-

ent. Has not General a.k.a. President

Pervez Musharraf changed his ways?
In the aftermath of the assassination
attempts on him, ordained by the ve-
ry Islamic fanatics whose favour until
recently he and his predecessors so
zealously curried, has not General
Musharraf veered back toward the
political centre, sent his army into the
Warziristan sanctuaries whose exist-
ence he and the Inter-Services Intelli-
gence winked at for such a long while,
and even responded to the peace-dia-
logue initiated by Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee?

Al of these things are true, up to a
point, and indeed are to be encour-
aged. It was not infusions of the U.S.
military wherewithal that prompted
this, however. It was the terrorist
backlash that finally got General
Musharraf’s attention. India certainly
saw signs that things in the Subcont-
nent might at last change for the bet-

By Harold A. Gould

In designating Pakistan as a “major non-NATO
ally,” once again the U.S. has opted for short-term
gains over long-term consequences.

ter, and acted. The Indian Prime
Minister deserves great credit for
seizing the moment and encouraging
the development of a deliberative
structure within which long-standing
hopes might be transformed into
substantive reality. Behind these ini-
tiatives has lain a deep-seated confi-
dence held by perceptive observers of
South Asian affairs that if outside
powers bent on pursuing their self-
centred global strategic agendas left
these two countries to their own de-
vices, India and Pakistan might in-
deed successfully resolve their
outstanding differences and bring
peace and stability to the region.,

In the past, all hope of conflict res-
olution was repeatedly shattered by
misguided U.S. foreign policy. Incor-
porating Pakistan into the anti-com-
munist crusade tipped the scales
toward the military as the country’s
dominant political force in the 1950s
when the choice between democracy
and dictatorship hung in the balance.
Subsequent decades of U.S. military
assistance to Pakistan nurtured Gen-
eral Ayub Khan’s hegemonic dreams
in the 1960s, and induced him to at-
tack India in 1965. It emboldened
General Yahya Khan to perpetrate
genocide on his own people in the
1970s in order to accommodate Hen-
ry Kissinger's ‘opening to China.’ It
fed General Zia ul Haq's megaloma-
nia from the 1980s into the early
1990s in order to rent out Pakistan as
a staging area for the Afghan war. It
was the infrastructural lubricant
which enabled General Musharraf to
once more impose ‘one-man democ-
racy’ on his country following Kargil
in the early 1990s.

In all these instances, the U.S. trad-
ed short-term gains for long-term
consequences. In the end, these
short-term gains always proved mar-
ginal in any event. The long-term
consequences always proved to range
from nil to disastrous. Twice they re-
sulted in war between India and Pa-
kistan. During the Afghan war, they
admittedly helped to defeat the Sovi-
et invasion, but the methods employ-
ed unleashed the Taliban and Al
Qaeda in its wake. Now, it is the war

on terrorism which has generated the
latest version of the old ways, and re-
grettably will most probably yield
many of the same old long-range
consequences.

Promising a new round of military
assistance to Pakistan's ruling elites is
already being explained away as nec-
essary in the short run to keep Gener-
al Musharraf in the anti-terrorist
campaign. No one can quarrel with
the basic premise that offering in-
ducements and encouragement to
the Pakistanis to stay the course is a
consummation devoutly -~ to = be
wished. But the question is why this
way, when all indications based on
past experience indicate that it is the
wrong way, and even more to the
point, the unnecessary way. The an-
swer is that the Cold War style of do-
ing business in South Asia persists in
the American political psyche. It
evokes knee-jerk responses every
time a new crisis arises.

By the time he reached New Delhi,
Colin Powell was already in an ob-
fuscation mode. He knew, but de-
clined to mention, that Pakistan was,
as in the Cold War and the Afghan
war, going to be offered the status of
‘loyal ally” all over again in the latest
version of American apocalyptic for-
eign policy. His unwillingness to be
truthful about this, while he and Mr.
Vajpayee were sharing the podium in
New Delhi, is stark testimony to the
fact that the U.S. is well aware of the
eventual negative consequences this
manoeuvre will have for U.S.-Indian
relations, and almost inevitably will
have in the long run for regional
peace and stability. Once again, the
U.S. has opted for short-term gains
over long-term consequences! Even if
that means jeopardising the much-
touted “new strategic relationship”
with India.

If the new alliance materialises,
and if it leads to the importing of new
and improved F-16s, and perhaps a
fleet of Abrams tanks, it almost cer-
tainly will lead- as well to a revital-
isation of the Pakistani military elite,
and with it to a reigniting of their an-
ti-Indian obsessions, to sabre-rattling
and diplomatic intransigence, and to
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a mortal wounding Qf the regional
peace process.

All of which is so tragically unnec-
essary in the present context. Gen.
Musharraf and his supporters are po-
litically desperate men. Now that
their purported Islamist surrogates
have irrevocably turned against
them, and are out for Gen. Mushar-
raf’s scalp, the U.S. has no need to
dole out blood money and military
largesse to lure Pakistan's President
into the American camp. They have
no place else to go if they want to
politically, indeed even physically,
survive.

This fact has given the U.S. an un-
precedented opportunity to use its
influence to try and achieve the long-
needed and long-awaited higher
good for South Asia. That is, not to
encourage another arms race behind
the facade of the war on terror which
down the road can only lead to an-
other nuclear-tipped confrontation
between India and Pakistan. Instead,
Secretary Powell should have come to
South Asia with a plan for steering
Pakistan out of the morass of milita-
rism, politically expedient anti-Indi-
an jingoism, and enervating
authoritarianism in which it has been
mired for half a century. He could
have suggested that the U.S. adopt an
actively cooperative role in support-
ing Mr. Vajpayee’s recent initiatives
to which Pakistan, in fact, has shown
some receptivity. He could sprinkle it
with a pinch of military assistance
sufficient to meet the needs of a limit-
ed campaign against Osama’s mon-
tane bailiwick.

This could have been, and still can
be, accomplished so easily in the face
of the forces now playing on Gen.
Musharraf, instead of coming to
South Asia with just another sop to
Pakistani political vanity and milita-
rism at India’s expense. Every sign
points to the readiness of an increas-
ing proportion of the Pakistani peo-
ple to support social and political
reforms that will terminate their
country’s role as a marketplace for Is-
lamic extremism and terrorism, and
propel them instead into the genteel
embrace of the global marketplace
where the rewards are prosperity and
political civility, not death and de-
struction.

(Harold Gould is a Visiting Scholar
in the Center for South Asian Studies
at the University of Virginia.}
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India, Pakistan

Our ties with

Y

 different: U.S.

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MARCH 24. The
State Department has taken
the position that the United
States’ relations with India
and Pakistan are different;
and that if New Delhi does not
see an interest in the status of
a major non-NATO ally that is
“fine” with Washington.

“The major non-NATO ally
status is a particular aspect of
our relationship with Pakis-
tan... We are de-hyphenating
the relationships that we have
with India and Pakistan and

. consigning the hyphen to
history so that we have differ-
ent relationships with Pakis-
tan and with India,” the State
Department spokesman, Ri-
chard Boucher, said.

“The relationship we have
with India is based on a num-
ber of factors: economic, stra-
tegic cooperation in a whole
variety of areas. The most re-
cent development, in fact, is a
major step forward with what

THE HINDU

is called the next steps in the
strategic partnership,” the
spokesman said. The cooper-
ation with Pakistan was a sep-
arate one based on a separate
set of activities that includes
economics and terrorism.

“... Where the major non-
NATO ally status recommends
itself is in terms of what we do
with Pakistan as various mil-
itary sales and cooperation ef-
forts against terrorism,” Mr,
Boucher said.

“So the answer to this is
more that the relationships
are different and therefore it
was appropriate to do it with
Pakistan. I take it India is say-
ing they do not see an interest
in it, and that is fine,” he said.

When asked whether New
Delhi had said “No, Thank
You” to the status, the spokes-
man responded: “We have, 1
think, made it clear to them
that it is available for discus-
sion if they should be interest-
ed...”
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NYTqu

stions
Pakistan aswaﬁy

S. Rajagopalaan

V7
Washington, March 21

THE UNITED States’s deci-
sion to grant “major non-
Nato ally” status to Pakistan
has drawn flak from the
country’s most influential
newspaper, The New York
Times.

Amid growing doubts
whether the “high-value tar-
get” currently being pur-
sued by the Pakistani forces
is al-Qaida’s No. 2 Ayman al-
Zawahiri, the paper termed
the US offer “excessive”.

Raising a gquestion on Is-
lamabad’s credentials for the
honour, the NYT said: “Pak-
istan’s efforts to cs. ture Dr
Zawahiri are welcome, but it
is excessive to offer even a
symbalic promotion to one
of America’s least reliable
allies.” It attacked Secretary
of State Colin Powell for
striking “a somewhat surre-
al note” in Isk. ..abad when
he announced that the Bush
administration was prepar-
ing to confer the special sta-
tus on Pakistan.

. Powell also came in for at-

tack™ for\“ av1sh1ng unde-
served praise” on President
Pervez Mugharraf for demo-
cratic profress instead of
urging him to stop “manoeu-

vring” against unfettered---

elections and the country’s
main secular parties. “Such
declarations (by Powell) di-
minish American credibility
as a consistent force for
democracy,” it noted.

American media in the
last few days have been satu-
rated with reports of Mu-
sharraf’s military offensive
in the rugged terrain close to
the Afghan border. By Satur-
day, however, doubts cropped
up whether the man “cor-
nered” by Pakistani.forces
was indeed Zawahiri.

The NYT itself felt Mus-
harraf has succeeded in dis-
tracting American attention
from many legitimate ques-
tions vis-a-vis Pakistan. Am-
ericans, it commented, &
as threatened by rogue states
and terrorists armed with
Pakistani nuclear blueprints
as they are by al-Qaida fugi-
tives currently haoled up in
South Waziristan.
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New Delh , March 12: Four
days before he reaches the sub-
continent, (:olin Powell has pre-
dicted a “Bollvwood block-
buster” of « relation with India
but with an outsourcing twist.

At the same conference
where the US secretary of state
spoke through videoconferenc-
ing, Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee threw his weight be-
hind outsourcing. He said it is a
“natural consequence” of “the
very process of liberalisation
(that) has created competitive
skills, which are available for
utilisation by businesses every-
where”.

Powell said “in the years ah-
ead, I see the US-Indian relation-
ship becoming rich and vibrant
as a Bollywood blockbuster” but
foresaw “twists and turns of plot
and some challenges for the
characters to overcome”.

The “challenges” he spoke
about were perhaps a reference
to outsourcing, an issue that has
been of late a hiccup in the oth-
erwise excellent relations be-
tween the two countries.

“The American people will
find it less difficult to accept out-
sourcing if India helps generate
more American jobs by support-
ing trade liberalisation in the
World Trade Organisation and
further opening its markets to
US exports,” Powell said at the
‘India Tomorrow 2004" conclave
here organised by India Today.

“The US market remains
much more open to Indian firms
and their products than is the In-
dian market to US trade and in-
vestment,” he added.

Vajpayee indicated he was
not a votary of unbridled liberai-
isation but said “we should not
now drive a reverse process” as
“the world has spent the last
decade trying to make sensible
economics prevail over the temp-

tation for short-term political |

gains’.

Trving to tread the tricky
path of unveiling the govern-
ment’s future economic agenda
in the run-up to the general elec-
tions, the Prime Minister said
“understood and followed prop-
erly, it (liberalisation) brings
about national resurgence and
takes the nation to strength,
prosperity and greatness”.

“A thriving, peaceful, demo-
cratic India is taking its place on
the world stage, and the United
States looks forward to acting in
close partnership with her,” said
the US secretary of state, who is
expected in Delhi on Monday
night. "Thave no doubt that there
will be a happily-ever-after re-
sult for India, for America and
for the world community.”

Powell will hold detailed dis-
cussions with foreign minister
Yashwant Sinha — and other
senior leaders like the Prime
Minister — on bilateral, regional
and global issues of mutual con-
cern.

He would then go to Pakistan
for talks with President Pervez
Musharraf and other leaders in
Islamabad. Powell’s last stop
would be Afghanistan, where he
would assess the country’s politi-
cal process and reconstruction.

Powell, who had in the recent
past taken credit for nudging
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, FEB. 20. The Bush
administration has applauded
the “vision and determination”
of India and Pakistan to seek a
peaceful settlement of all bilat-
eral issues.

“..We saw the joint state-
ment that was put out at the
end of the initial talks between
the Foreign Secretaries of India
and Pakistan. And that lays out
a schedule for bilateral discus-
sions. And we welcome these
efforts and applaud the vision
and the determination of the
governments of India and Pa-
kistan to seek a peaceful settle-
ment of all bilateral issues,” the
White House spokesman, Scott
McClellan, said.

The U.S. has been in “close
contact” with leaders in India
and Pakistan for quite some-
time “There was certainly a pe-
riod where tensions were on
the up-rise and now I think you
are seeing that tensions are de-
creasing in the region,” he said.

Russia happy

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, FEB. 20. Russia has
hailed the India-Pakistan
agreement to carry forward a

U.S. welcomes
India-Pakistan
joint statgnyn L,

composite dialogue as a road-
map for full normalisation be-
tween the two countries.

“Moscow welcomes the out-
come of the Islamabad round
of Indo-Pakistani talks and
hopes that they will create a ba-
sis for promoting mutual un-
derstanding and full
normalisation of relations be-
tween the two leading nations
of South Asia,” the Russian For-
eign Ministry said referring to
the joint statement of the For-
eign Secretaries of India and
Pakistan defining the modali-
ties and timeframe for bilateral
dialogue.

“The strengthening of peace
and stability in the Indian sub-
continent will no doubt make a
weighty contribution to creat-
ing a healthier international cli-
mate in the region and
throughout the world.”

A leading Russian expert on
South Asia warned against pin-
ning too much hope on quick

progress towards lasting peace .

in the region.

“India and Pakistan will try to
arrive at some sort of compro-
mise at their talks, but there
have been no visible shifts in
their specific differences,” Vya-
cheslav Belokrenitsky of the
Oriental Studies Institute said
in an interview.

/
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Pervez claim

Pak knew of proliferation earlier: Boucher

Press Trust of India

- \
Washington, February 11 y\\ S

SEEKING TO disprove Pakistan Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf’s claim that the
US had not given him convincing proof
about nuclear proliferation activities,
the State Department has said that it
provided “pieces of information” from
time to time as part of the “ongoing di-
alogue” on the issue.

“We have talked to them at different
moments about different issues that
might have arisen which we might have
learned about. So it is not a single mo-
ment of information,” State Department
spokesman Richard Boucher said.

It’s rather an ongoing dialogue that
covered both the general concerns that
we have had about possibilities, and
then from time to time, pieces of infor-
mation that related to different aspects
of things that we might have encoun-
tered or known were going on,” he said.

In an interview with the New York
Times on Monday, Musharraf shared
the blame for the delay with Washing-
ton, saying it was not until October that
American officials provided him with
evidence of the activities of Abdul
Qadeer Khan.

But, Boucher said the US non-prolif-
eration dialogue with Pakistan certainly
goes back much farther than October
(when Deputy Secretary of State Ric-
hard Armitage went to Pakistan).

“What I would say is that we have had
longstanding concerns about prolifera-
tion that could come from Pakistan. We
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have discussed non-ptoliferation issues
with Pakistan repeatddly over a long pe-
riod of time and it has been an issue of
concern to us and President Musharraf
as well”, he said.

Boucher said that he was not in a po-
sition to go into what the Department
said to the Pakistan Government at dif-
ferent times, because “that gets into
what we knew at different times about
activity that was going on.”

“Once again, I'd say that Pakistan has
taken the matter seriously over time and
particularly with regard to the current
investigation and what they are doing to
make sure that Pakistan is not a source
of proliferation, he said. “We welcome
that progress and will continue to work
with Pakistan as Pakistan investigates
and also works itself with the interna-
tional community,” he added.

At this point, said Bucher, the inves-
tigation is still ongoing. “I believe they
shared some information with the in-
ternational community, with the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency, but 1
am not in a position to describe the re-
sults of their investigation. Obviously,
they. are the ones to do that when it is
appropriate,” he said.

“We have seen a series of commit-
ments from Pakistan,” said Boucher. “I
refer specifically to the ones in October
of 2002 when President Musharraf
made clear that he did not want Pak-
istan to be a source of proliferation ac-
tivity, and then steps such as the cur-
rent investigation that he has taken to
make sure that did not occur,” he said. -~
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Powell to quiz Peryez

on Khan’s
ARV
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Agence: Fr nce-Press
UNHQ), February 7

US SECRETARY of State Colin
Powell has said that Washing-
ton accepted Pakistan President
Pervez Musharraf’s decision to
pardon nuclear scientist Dr Ab-
dul Qadeer Khan for clandes-
tine proliferation of knowhow:.

But, Powell added, he would
raise the “circumstances” of
the pardon of Khan, father of
Pakistan’s nuclear bomb,. in
talks with Musharraf m the
days to come.

“This is a matter between Mr
Khan, who is a Pakistani citi-
zen, and his government. But it
is a matter also that I'll be talk-
ing to President Musharraf
about,” he told reporters at UN
Headquarters. in New York on
Friday.

“The action he. took with re-
spect to pardoning Khan is
something that he felt it was ap-
propriate for-him to do and he

‘has explained his positien thor-
oughly,” Powéll said. -

“Texpect to be talking to Pres-
ident Musharraf ‘over the next

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

-~ Colin Powell
‘Pervez-talk’

several days to make sure that
there is a full understanding of
what the AQ Khan network has
done over the years so that there
are no remnants of it left, and
then there’s no possibility of
further proliferating activities
coming out of that network.”
Powell said the desire to
make sure there was no more
nuclear proliferation was “goal
number one with respect to his

pardon

, W
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accountablhty ’,

Powell refused to be drawn by
a reporter’s question about wh-
ether the pardon sent the wrong
message to other would-be pro-
liferators of sensitive nuclear
technology and expertise. “The
biggest (proliferator) is now
gone,” he said, “soIthink that is
a remarkable success.”

UN Secretary-General Kofi An-
nan said the Khan affair indicat-
ed that ncuelar proliferation is
“alive” and said that Musharraf
was faced with a “difficult situa-
tion” because of his hero status
to many in the country. “There
has been quite a lot of black mar-
ket activities that we have not
been aware of or have not been
able to contain,” Annan said.

Admitting that it “sounds rat-
her odd” to have pardoned Khan
amid efforts to stop the spread
of nukes, Annan said: “Obvi-
ously the President of the coun-
try has to manage his own na-
tional situation. What is impor-
tant is the commitment that
they are going to plug the loop-
holes and deal with everyone in-
volved severely.”
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