U.S. arms will strengthen

maritime security:
Q\t " 1o ty

By B. Muralidhar Reddy \

ISLAMABAD, DEC. 18. Pakistan
has claimed that the endorse-
ment of the $1.2-billion arms
package by the U.S. Congress
for the country would help fill
gaps in its conventional
capabilities.

The Foreign Office spokes-
man, Masood Khan, said: “We
commend this decision by the
U.S. Congress.

These are modest but signif-
icant sales which will help fill
some gaps in our conventional
capabilities.” The systems
were geared to strengthen
maritime security and thus re-
inforce Pakistan’s defence
posture.

Rejecting the Indian reser-
vations on the defence pack-
age, Mr. Khan said that
Pakistan would continue to
fulfil its modest defence needs.
Also, the package did not in
any way disrupt the existing
conventional balance.

“In fact, we have to go along
way in redressing the existing
asymmetry that widened dur-
ing the 1990s due to U.S. sanc-
tions.”

Major U.S. ally

The U.S. package is the
largest since sanctions against

Pakistan werg lifted in 2001.

It was announced by the
Bush administration appar-
ently in recognition of the role
played by Pakistan as “a major
ally in the fight against terror-
ism.”

The Bush administration
last month notified Congress
of its intention to sell to Pakis-
tan sophisticated weapons, in-
cluding eight P-3C Orion
planes to beef up surveiilance
of its coasts and borders.
Washington had said that Pen-
tagon could conclude negotia-
tions with Pakistan on the
proposed sale unless Congress
acts to stop it within 30 days.

According to Pentagon, the
command-and-control capa-
bilities of the aircraft would
improve Pakistan’s ability to
restrict the movement of guer-
rilla forces along its southern
border and ensure its overall
ability to maintain integrity at
the borders.

Request for more

Quoting media reports, the
Associated Press of Pakistan
said that besides the Orion
surveillance planes, Pakistan
had also requested 2,000
TOW-2A anti-armour guided
missiles and six Phalanx Close-
in Weapons Systems for its
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WA
warships.

“The proposed sale of this
equipment and support will
not affect the basic military
balance in the region,” the U.S.
Defence Security and Cooper-
ation Agency had said in a
statement of notification to
Congress when announcing
the package.

The weapons will increase
Pakistan’s search-surveil-
lance-and-control capability
in support of maritime inter-
diction operations and in-
crease its ability to support the
U.S. Operation Enduring Free-
dom operations.

The P-3s also are designed
to hunt ships and submarines
and will increase the “regional
influence” of the Pakistani Na-
vy, the Pentagon said.

The TOW anti-armour guid-
ed missiles were valued at $82
million, while the Phalanx
weapons systems were put at
$155 million. ‘

The Pentagon in its notifica- |
tion said the TOW anti-ar-
mour-guided missiles would
help Pakistan “provide for its
own legitimate self-defence
needs and enable it to support
U.S. operations against terror-
ist activity along its porous
borders” with Afghanistan.
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congratulate
Bush on win’

Agencies
Washington, December 4

PAKISTAN PRESIDENT Pervez
Musharraf is here for talks with
his US counterpart, George W, Bu-
sh, but Washington is not expected
to announce a deal on the sale of F-
16 fighter planes to Islamabad dur-
ing the General’s visit.

“Idon’t expect any such announ-
cements on matters like that (sale
of F-16 fighter jets to Pakistan) at
this time”, White House spokesm-
an Scott McClellan told reporters
here yesterday. When asked if Bush
was satisfied with everything that
Musharraf and his government
were doing in the hunt for the al-
Qaida and, specifically, Osama bin
Laden, McClellan said: “I think th-
ere’s always more that can be do-
ne...But we’ve had good close coop-
eration with Pakistan in going af-
ter some of the remnants of the
Taliban and al-Qaida members.

‘And we're going to continue
working closely with them. We
have good intelligence cooperation
and this is something that’s a pri-
ority for both our nations”.

About the Bush-Musharraf mee-
ting scheduled to take place later in
the day, McClellan said, “It’ll be an
opportunity to talk about our bilat-
eral relationship as well, and to
talk about regional issues — like
the situation between India and
Pakistan”. Speaking to reporters
upon his arrival from Mexico at
Andrews Airport earlier, Mushar-
raf said he had come to congratu-
late President Bush on his election
victory. “That’s my basic purpose”.

“In my view, in respect of inter-
national perspectives, it (Pesident
Bush’s second tenure) will augur
well in the resolution of the main
international issues”, he said.

“Taking advantage of the meet-
ing, we also are going to discuss in-
ternational issues, regional issues
and bilateral issues”, he said, and
replied in affirmative when asked
if the visit would strengthen bilat-
eral ties. “It'll be a wholesome
meeting, hopefully”, he said. “We
have good relations. There’s no
doubt the relations will improve.
They’re already good. They’'ll move
further”.

05 DEC 2004

aylg/ ill elud

,

e Pervez -

REUTERS

Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf with US President George W. Bush at the Oval Office in White House, Washington, on Saturday.

‘Pak govt, Opp negotiating power deal’

Agencies

Islamabad, December 4
FORMER PAKISTAN Pri-
me Minster Benazir Bhutto
has denied reports about
talks with President Pervez
Musharraf for the release
of her husband from pris-
on, as well as her return
home, amid reports that the
two were negotiating a pow-
er-sharing deal.

Bhutto’s Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party, in a statement
last night, denied that Mus-
harraf phoned her in Du-
bai. PPP spokesman Sena-
tor Faratullah Babar said
the reports in this regard
were not correct.

Bhutto’s husband, Asif

Ali Zardari, was released la-
st month on bail by the
country’s Supreme Court
after eight years of impris-
onment amid speculation of
an emerging rapproche-
ment between Bhutto and
Musharraf.

Meanwhile, local news-
paper Daily Times today re-
ported that the Musharraf
regime and the PPP were
currently negotiating a “de-
al” or “formula” for power-
sharing which, if clinched,
could lead to the dissolution
of Parliament, fresh electi-
ons in 2005 and a relinqui-
shing of the office of army
chief by the President.

The daily said the Mush-
arraf regime had also deci-
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ded to affect a thaw in rela-
tions with the PML (Nawaz)
and was trying to involve
Shahbaz, brother of exiled
Prime Minister Nawaz Sha-
rif in the political process
earmarked for 2005.
President Musharraf
wants to share power with
the PPP and bring the PML-
N into the loop, but his pro-
posal excludes the return to
power of both Bhutto and
Nawaz as Prime Minister, it
said. In this regard, the PPP
is more amenable to the
government’s  proposals
than Sharif, but “negotia-
tions are continuing with
both sides”, an official was
quoted as saying.
Interestingly, the gover-

nment’s emissaries “are le-
arnt to have assured Bhutto
that Musharraf will shed
his uniform some time soon
and pull back army person-
nel from civilian institu-
tions after the next elec-
tions”, he said.

Musharraf -— while pro-
posing to permit the PPP
and PML-N to form a gov-
ernment if they win the
polls — wants beith Bhutto
and Sharif to stay out, the
newspaper said, adding Bh-
utto is demanding that all
cases registered against her
and her husband should be
dropped and all PPP prison-
ers released.

In return, Bhutto is said
to have agreed to accept

Musharraf as President till
2007 and support him for re-
maining in office for anoth-
er term after 2007, it said.

She also seems agreeable
to staying out of the coun-
try until 2007, although she
will be entitled to make
brief visits to Pakistan to
meet Zardari, who intends
to stay in the country for
the long haul, it said,
adding that some PPP in-
siders are hinting Bhutto
may accept an interim posi-
tion with the UN for the
time being with the bless-
ings of Islamabad.

Meanwhile, senior PPP
leader Amin Fahim left for
Dubai to hold talks with
Bhutto.
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By Chidanand Rajghatta\TNN

Washington: PakLStan has received
a billion dollar arms bonanza from
the United States within days of
President Bush’s re-election.

The Pentagon is said to have no-
tified Congress on Tuesday about
three proposed arms deals with
Pakistan, including the sale of
eight P-3C Orion surveillance air-
craft valued at up to $970 million.

In addition, it plans to sell Pak-
istan 2,000 TOW-2A missiles and 14
TOW-2A Fly-to-Buy missiles in a
deal valued at $82 million, the news
agency Reuters has reported.

There is no word yet on the F-16
fighter planes that Pakistan is des-
perately seeking, but given indica-
tions that Washington is re-opening
the arms tap to Islamabad, New Del-
hi can hardly take comfort in assur-

ances from the admuustratlon that
the big ticket item will not go
through. Some experts feel the P-3C
Orion deal itself is a lethal force-
multiplier for Pakistan, blunting In-
dia’s larger air force. The surveil-
lance aircraft has a range of capa-

bilities, including real-time battle-
field images transmission ability
and submarine detection sensors. It
carry a variety of weapons such as
the Harpoon anti-surface missile
and the MK-50 torpedo.

Pakistan already has P-3C Ori-
on’s in its inventory and the addi-

Pentagon arms Pak with $1bg gift

" ! [U
tlonal supphes coming fr(()grl S
Navy surplus, is seen as a needling
response to India’s campaign to
thwart the supply of F-16s, while at
the same timeanswering Islam-
abad’s plea to address the military
imbalance between the two sides.
The US had earlier offered the P-
3B Orion version to India, at a cost
of $894 million for the eight aircraft
with an upgrade package . But that
deal was nixed after New Delhi
sought the new-generation P-3C
Orion, which is far more advanced,
but also more expensive. The P-3C
deal is still under discussion. New
Delhi has often spoken of replacing
its aging fleet of Russian IL-38 and
TU-142 M reconnaissance aircraft
and had a good chance to study the
P-3C Orion capabilities when it
took part in the Malabar naval ex-
ercises between India and US.
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' US ‘pressure’ on Pak
to curb 1infiltration

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

ISLAMABAD, Nov. 13. —

A diplomatic roadmap ha-

s been drawn by the Uni-

ted States to bring down

tensions between India
and Pakistan talks of put-
ting “pressure” on Islama-
bad to prevent regrouping
and infiltration of terro-
rists into Jammu and

Kashmir and strengthen

India’s ability to effective-

ly monitor the LoC, media

reports here said.

The roadmap titled ‘Fis-
cal Year 2005 Plan for Re-
gional Stability’ outlined
a US criterion for meas-
uring performance goals
to check cross-border in-
filtration which states
that the “number of ar-
rests is a direct but crude

. measure of the Pakistani
government’s crackdown
on terrorist groups,” the
Dawn reported.

The plan says the US
government would also
“work to support India’s
ability to monitor the bor-
der” and to deepen milita-

ry cooperation and ties
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“and to strengthen rule of

law and counter-narcotics
capability of New Delhi.

“Overall frequency and
level of dialogue, stringen-
cy of transportation cont-
rols, and implementation
of CBMs best assess the
state of bilateral relation-
ship”, it said. The plan al-
so speaks about making
efforts to conduct a pol-
1 in 2005 to determine the
level of “Kashmiri’s
satisfaction”.

As per the plan, the US
government’s target for
2005 include pilot pro-
gramming in Kashmir
with tangible benefits by
fostering “cooperative and
confidence building pro-
grammes in Kashmir in
areas such as employ-
ment generation and civil
society development and
between India and Paki-
stan in areas such as peo-
ple-to-people contacts and
economic cooperation”. T-
he US would also contin-
ue to strengthen
Pakistan’s counter-terror
capability and its military
cooperation.

’Ms%%%



SRUIN v

US backs Pak’s J&K plan

Musharre;f S reclnt formula very forward-thinking, says Armitage

Agencies
Islamabad, November 9

TERMING PAKISTANI Pres-
ident Pervez Musharraf’s re-
cent formula to resolve the
Kashmir crisis as “forward
thinking”, US Deputy Secre-
tary of State Richard Armi-
" tage today said he was “very

“I think he (Musharraf)
has caused a great deal of
thinking, both in Delhi and
here in Islamabad, about the
way ahead,” Armitage, cur-
rently on a visit to Pakistan,
told PTVin an interview,

Armitage was referring to
the October 25 “food-for-
thought” remarks made by
Musharraf at an Iftar party.
The General had suggested
dividing Kashmir on both
sides of the LoC into seven
regions, dem1htar1s1ng them
and granting them the status
of independence or joint co-
ntrol or under UN mandate.

Pak Prime Minister
Shaukat Aziz and Foreign
Minister Khurshid Meh-
mood Kasuri subsequently
clarified that Musharraf’s
suggestlon was not a propos-
al and referred to a “hypo-
thetical situation”,

Asked about involving
Kashmiri leaders in talks to
resolve the dispute, Ar-
mitage said: “Kashmiris
must be able to speak their
minds and they should be
heard to.” Referring to US-
Pak ties, Armitage said the
two countries have “trav-
elled to new lengths” after
the 9/11 attacks in 2001. “The
key for success here is that
we establish a relationship
with Pakistan.”

Stressing thatye{al

Pakistan Prime Minister Shauk
Armitage (L) in Islamabad on Tu

tles would be accelerated
during US President George
W. Bush’s second term, he
said thrust would be on po-
litical and economic ties.
“The changes we see are
changes of acceleration. We
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want to have relations with
Pakistan that are both politi-
cal and economic.... We need
to get some forelgn dlrect in-
vestments in here. We cer-
tainly want to continue our
excellent cooperation with

AFP

at Aziz (right) with US Deputy Secretary of State Richard
uesday.

the military and want to de-

velop cuitural exchange wi-
th Pakistan,” Armitage said.
He also paid rich tributes to
Pakistan for cooperating in
conducting recent elections
in Afghanistan,
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“Terror camps
flourish in
Pakistan’

Zorawar Singh Jimwal
Jammu, November 9

EVEN WHILE the Confi-
dence Bulldmg Measures
(CBMs) are on in full swing.
India seem to stand firm in
its stand that Pakistan
should stop funding and pro-
viding shelter to terrorists.

Official figures and data
with the Union Home Min-
istry have revealed that Pak-
istan was continuing to fund
terrorists training camps:
both in Pakistan as well as
Pakistan occupied Kashmlr
(PoK). “Logistic infrastruc-
ture of training camps has
not been dismantled,” state
the official records of the
ministry that has also point-
ed out that “new camps have
been opened while the old
ones have been revived.”

- It was_further. revealed
that the launching detach-
ments, which were earlier
closed have also been op-
ened again. Besides, 47 trai-
ning/transit camps in PoK,
26 in Pakistan and 10 in -
Northern areas are still ex- |
isting while 33 launching de- |
tachments have been ob-
served to be active,

Reports indicate terror-
ists remain well-organised
in PoK/Pakistan with 32
control stations clustered in |
6 locations in POK and one !
in Pakistan. )



~US accepts Musharraf
éontinuing as army chief

Washington: Apparently accepting
Pakistan Parliament’s nod to allow
President Pervez Musharraf to hold
the post of chief of the army, United
States has said it expects Islamabad to
continue its transition to a full and
sustainable democracy with free and
multi-party parliamentary elections
as scheduled in 2007.

“Our view is that Pakistan needs to
continue to make progress to- :
wards democracy. Whether
he (Musharraf) takes this spe-
cific step is something that’s
going to have to be decided in
Pakistan,” state department
spokesman Richard Boucher
said.Asked specifically if the
state department had no opin-
ion on the matter, he told re- B«
porters: “I'm trying to suggest that
we’ve said before, we thought it would
be a good step (that) progress towards
democracy in Pakistan doesn’t rest
solely on this step (i.e. Musharraf
shedding his uniform).

“We continue to encourage
progress, and we continue to encour-
age Pakistanis to look for ways to
make progress,” Boucher told re-
porters on Thursday.

He said “we want these (2007) elec-

IS RTY.
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tions to meet international standards,
and we want to see Pakistan in the
meantime strengthen judiciary and
Parliament to enable political parties
to operate freely and increase trans-
parency.“President Musharraf regu-
larly affirms his vision of Pakistan’s
progress towards democracy. That’s a
vision that we share, and we’ll contin-
ue to encourage him to move in that
direction.”

Pakistan national assembly
on Thursday passed a bill al-
lowing Musharraf to hold the
dual posts of the President
and the army chief Asked if
the US was not opposed to
Musharraf continuing as
army chief, he said, “we’ve al-

S ways encouraged Pakistan to
make steps towards democracy. When
this potential step of relinquishing
his military titles was discussed, we
said yes, that would be a good thing.

When asked if he still thought it
would be a good thing. Boucher said,
“We still think it would be a good
thing, but the decision on whether to
do it or not is going to be his. And in
the meantime, we continue to encour-
age all sorts of steps that move in the
direction of democracy”. en
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JKaramat new, -

Pak envoy to

Islamabad, Sept. 23 (PTI):
Pakistan has appointed for-
mer army chief General Je-
hangir Karamat as its ambas-
sador to the US to replace
Ashraf Jehangir Qazi, who is
the UN special envoy in Iraqg.

The appointment of Gen-
eral Karamat, who was the
chief of army from 1996 to
1998, has been approved by the
US, the state-run media said
here today quoting official
sources.

Karamat, who had quit his
post as army chief after differ-
ences with the then Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif, was
succeeded by Pervez Mushar-
raf who eventually seized
power from Sharif in a blood-
less coup in 1999.

Karamat was also involved
in diplomatic exchanges be-
tween India and Pakistan. He
is also a visiting fellow at Stan-
ford University in Stanford,

Jehangir Karamat

California, and the Washing-
ton-based Brookings Institu-
tion. Karamat was also part of
a UN-sponsored study on
Afghanistan and is the chair-
man of the Policy Research In-
stitute’s board of governors in
Islamabad.

Karamat is currently in

ewpPY
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US

New York to atterX\he UN ,

General Assembly session as !
part of an official delegation
accompanying Musharraf.

Qazi had resigned in July
after his appointment as the
UN secretary general Kofi
Annan’s special representa-
tive in Iraq. :

Militants charged

Ten members of a shadowy Is-
lamic militant group linked to
al Qaida were formally
charged today with trying to
assassinate the military com-
mander of the southern Pak-
istani city of Karachi earlier
this year.

Lieutenant-General Ahsan
Saleem Hayat survived the
June 10 gun and bomb attack
on his motorcade on Karachi’s
busy Clifton bridge, but 10
other people — six soldiers,
three policemen and a civilian
— were killed.
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Pak facilitated Osama,
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By Chidanand Rajghatta/TNN

Washington: Far more than Iraq or
Iran, Pakistan played a frontline role in
facilitating Osama bin Laden and the
events leading up to the world’s dead-
liest terrorist attack, the report of the
9/11 commission has revealed.

A detailed reading of the
585-page report shows the in-
quiry has indicted Pakistan
and its intelligence agencies
in several places while
obliquely criticising Wash-
ington’s feckless handling of
what was evidently a rogue
terrorist state.

US counter-terrorism offi-
cials recommended tough ac-
tion against Pakistan, includ-
ing declaring it a terrorism
sponsor, but they were repeat- €
edly overruled by State De-
partment mandarins. At the very outset,
in tracing the growth and movement of
Osama bin Laden, the report says, “It is
unlikely that Bin Laden would have re-
turned to Afghanistan (from Sudan in
1996) had Pakistan disapproved.”

Even more damnably, the report says,
“The Pakistani military intelligence serv-
ice probably had advanced knowledge of
his coming, and its officers may have fa-
cilitated his travel.” It also goes on to say
that “Pakistani intelligence officers re-
portedly introduced Bin Laden to Taliban
leaders in Kandahar...out of hope that he

F° Oh, that?... Like your
i coal tails, iis part of my

says 9/11 report ,

would...make his terrorist camps avail-
able for training Kashmir militants.”

Elsewhere, the 9/11 commission re-
port notes that when National Security
Adviser Sandy Berger wanted to send a
U-2 surveillance plane to track Bin
Laden, it was opposed by counter-ter-
rorism czar Richard Clarke who wrote
that this would require Pak-
istan’s approval and “Pak in-
tel is in bed with Bin
Laden”. He also warned that
the US was getting ready for
a bombing campaign.

The report also refers to
Pakistan’s perfidious Kargil
invasion in May 1999 and
says patience with Islamabad
was wearing thin at that time
in both the State Department
and the NSC. It then quotes
NSC director Bruce Riedel as
writing a memo to Sandy
Berger saying, “Islamabad was behaving
like a rogue state in two areas backing

uniform!

Taliban/Bin Laden terror and provoking

war with India.”

While the Clinton administration daw-
dled over Pakistan’s role in terrorism,
the report suggests the Bush White
House did not do any better. Soon after
taking over, Bush wrote to Pakistan’s mil-
itary dictator Pervez Musharraf in Feb-
ruary 2001 telling him that Bin Laden
and Al Qaida were “a direct threat to the
United States and its interests and that
must be addressed,” the report reveals.
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ainted or not, Raja Bhaiyya

99

LUCKNOW, July 16. —
The irrepressible Indepen-
dent MLA from Kunda,
Raja Bhaiyya, alias Mr
Raghuraj Pratap Singh,
free from the Pota
charges, has become a
Cabinet minister in the
Mulayam Singh Yadav
government.

“Kunda ka goonda”, that
+ is how his rival Mrs Ratna
Singh of the Congress, a
daughter of adjoining erst-
while Kalankar state had
once described the scion
of erstwhile Bhadri state.

Mr Yadav himself said
| he had been a great help in
' the formation of -his gov-
ernment. Tainted or not
was not a factor in his
becoming a minister again.

He described the induc-
tion of Raja Bhaiyya in his
Cabinet today as matter of

iS a minister

“principle” as the party
campaigned against Pota.
Till recently, Raja Bhaiyya
was in jail after Pota was
invoked against him by the
previous government of
Miss Mayawati.

Mr Yadav talking to
reporters, soon after the
swearing-in  ceremony,
said: “The cases pending
against Raja Bhaiyya in
the courts has no connec-
tion with his being sworn
as minister. I am aware of
the cases but till he is
proved guilty it does not

THE STa TrSMan,
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make any materialdiffer-

ence.

There have been a lot of
deliberations on the per-
sonality of Raja Bhaiyya. I
do not need to answer any
questions.” He said that it
has become clear that Pota
was “misused” and there
was no need for such Acts
as provisions of IPC and
CrPC were good enough
to tackle any crime.

The large crowd of sup-
porters of Raja Bhaiyya
had gathered and a num-
ber of vehicles were pre-
sent outside the Raj
Bhawan when the swear-
ing-in took place giving
the impression that the
ceremony involved a full
fledged Cabinet rather
than a single person.

Raja Bhaiyya, after the
oath by the Governor, Mr
TV Rajeshwar, said that

he had “no grudge”
against Miss Mayawati. i
/



'SCHOOL OF BURNING

M.R. VENKATESH

Kumbakonam, July 16: The
fire of sustenance turned
into a mass pyre for children
between the ages of seven
and nine with at least 86 get-
ting charred to death,
trapped in their blazing
thatched-roof classrooms.

Unofficial estimates put the
number of dead at over 100 in
the fire that started in a kitchen
on the ground floor when the
mid-day meal for children was
being cooked, witnesses said.

The resident medical officer
at the government hospital here
placed the toll late tonight at 86.
He said 108 children with severe
burn injuries had been brought
to the hospital, but most were al-
ready dead. Many had died of as-
phyxiation.

Thirty-five others were taken
to a hospital in Thanjavur

Located on the narrow Kasir-
aman Street, Saraswati English
Medium School does not appear
from the outside to have proper
ventilation. The school building
consists of two blocks joined to-
gether. The first has four storeys
where high-school classes are
held. In the smaller adjoining
block, above the first floor, pri-
mary classes were going on
under a thatched-roof wh,gx;e,tlzf
kitchen fire quickly sprea
helped by a strong wind.

Local residents said around
11.30 am, they saw thick columns
of smoke billowing out of the
building and heard cries of
children. Reports of how the
children got trapped inside
differed.

Some said the door to the sec-
ond-floor classrooms had got
locked from outside as the
watchman fled. In any case, the

Fathers hold their
injured children. (AFP)

staircase leading down was so
narrow most kids could not
escape.

Burnt schoolbags and open
lunch boxes littered the stair-
case. In one part of the school,
tiny blaze-blackened bodies cov-
ered the floor — two, three piled
on top of each other.

Sobbing parents gathered at
the hospital vhere the names of
the dead were being read out. A
mlddle aged woman came run-

towards the casualty ward,
“crying: “Have you seen my girl?”

She would have collapsed had
accompanying relatives not held
her steady.

From amid the litter of
charred children’s bodies one
horrifying truth struck out —
witnesses said the teachers had
fled on noticing the fire.

A former armyman at the
site said: “Even hens have an in-
stinct to preserve their chicks,
but not these teachers.”

Only one teacher had been
admitted to hospital. Late at
night the person who ran the
school was arrested.

The Tamil Nadu government
suspended four education de-
partment officials, including the
chief education officer of Than-
javur district.

An official at the spot said
had it not been for the quick
response by the fire and
rescue service staff, who arrived
within 15-20 minutes, the toll
would have been much higher.
At the time of the fire, 193 chil-
dren were in the primary class-
rooms.

A 30-year-old woman said be-
tween sobs that she had lost her
son and daughter. The children
were late for school and were al-

lowed in by the guard at the gate

after much pleading by her.

A group of children who had
clasped their hands tight in
fright were seen charred to
death in that posture, the former
armyman said. Although wit-
nesses said at least 200 bodies
had been removed from the
school, officials would only con-
firm that 108 were admitted to
the hospital. There were chil-
dren who had managed to come
out and were still missing.

Kumbakonam this evening
was a town of wailing mothers
accompanying their husbands
who carried dead children
wrapped in a thuli (a white cloth
hung from a pole, resembling a
makeshift cradle) on their shoul-
ders for cremation across the
Cauvery.

Known for producing the
mathematics genius Srinivasa
Ramanujam, this temple town
tonight had only its dead to
count.

M See Page 8
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RE SPREAD

OFire starts in the kitchen of

Saraswati English Medium
School as lunch is being
cooked for 450 students
aged 6-13

From the thatched roof of the
kitchen, the fire spreads to the
second floor, also with a
thatched roof, with a strong
wind blowing

eWith only one main door and

a narrow staircase, the
children cannot escape.
Some say a watchman while
fleeing in panic shut the door
from outside

QFiremen arrive in 15-20

minutes, local people had
rushed in earlier. The lane is
narrow and water pressure in
fire hoses weak

e bodies of their children in the hospital.

Graphic: RAJ



US keeps Pﬁlggljolinise

Islamabad, June 16; President
George W. Bush today named
Pakistan a major non-Nato ally
of the US, making it easier for
the country to acquire US arms.

The announcement rewards
Pakistani President Pervez
Musharraf for supporting the
US-led war on terrorism.

Secretary of state Colin Pow-
ell told Musharraf in March that
his country would get the desig-
nation. A memorandum issued
by Bush today made it official.

The status of major non-Nato
ally is also enjoyed by Australia,
Bahrain, Israel, South Korea and
Morocco. As a major non-Nato
ally, Pakistan could use US fund-
ing to lease some defence items
and would become eligible for
loans of military supplies for re-
search and development proj-
ects.

It would also become eligible
to buy depleted uranium ammu-
nition, to have US-owned mili-
tary stockpiles on its territory
outside American bases and to
receive US military training on
easier financial terms. However,
the designation does not confer
the mutual defence and security
guarantees enjoyed by Nato
members.

The US imposed sanctions on
Pakistan after it conducted nu-
clear tests in 1998 but most were

lifted in the wake of the Septem- |

ber 11 attacks on the US, when
Pakistan became a key ally in
the war on terror.

Given Pakistan’s porous bor-
der with Afghanistan, its help is
seen as vital if the US is to catch
Osama bin Laden and defeat his
al Qaida network.

Many in Pakistan have not
forgiven the US for refusing to
deliver 28 F-16 fighters in the
1990s because of worry over Pak-
istan’s nuclear programme. The
planes had been paid for, but it
took eight years for the money to
be refunded.

India opposes the sale of F-

' 16s to Pakistan and the decision

P
to grant Islamabad major r)on-
Nato ally status could trouble
New Delhi, which does not have
that status, although it has grow-
ing military contacts with Wash-
ington as part of their overall
“strategic partnership.”

“India is one of our closest al-
lies,” a senior Bush administra-
tion official said. “We have won-
derful bilateral relations with
India and we will continue to do
s0.”

Waziristan attack

Despite army claims that they
have secured full control of the
Shakai area — a hideout for for-
eign militant in South Waziris-
tan — military outposts in the
area came under attack by al-
leged terrorists today and yester-
day.

A day after troops shot and
killed a\Chechen militant and
his thred accomplices at Jhan-
dola on the outskirts of South
Waziristan, two suspected for-
eign terrorists and a Pakistani
soldier were killed in a shootout
early today after 70 armed sepa-
ratists attacked a military check-
post at Lada, 45 km northeast of
Wana.

Chief military spokesman
Major General Shaukat Sultan
said on Monday that the military
operation in Wana was over and
the security forces were in full
control of the Shakai area, north
of Wana. Officials claim hun-
dreds of pro-al Qaida and Tal-
iban militants — Chechens,
Uzbeks, and Afghans — are hid-
ing in the Shakai area.

AGENCIES AND IMTIAZ GUL
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- Pak stands
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IMTIAZ GUL
Islamabad, May 5: Prime Min-
ister Mir Zafarullah Khan Ja-
mali today insisted that his gov-
ernment would take its own deci-
sions regarding militants in the
semi-autonomous tribal region
bordering Afghanistan, follow-
ing US accusations that it was
not cracking down on them hard
enough.

“We are a sovereign country
and take our own decisions, we
have not released any Taliban or
al Qaida suspects,” Jamali said.

This followed a statement by
US General David Barno on the
recent events in South Waziris-
tan, where scores of Pakistani
tribal militants, several with a
suspected Taliban past, were
pardoned after weeks of con-
frontation.

Barno, the military com-
mander leading some 13,500 US
forces in Afghanistan, had on
Monday asked Pakistan to kill or
capture foreign militants holed
up in the tribal rim instead of
granting them amnesty.

He also questioned the Pak-
istani strategy (of pardoning
wanted militants) by suggesting
it could undermine the war
against terrorism.

But Masood Khan, the Pak-
istani foreign ministry
spokesperson today hit back at
Gen. Barno. “We don’t kill peo-
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<4 up to US

ple for the sake of sport, which is
very dangerous.... We are mak-
ing our own operational deci- |
sions under a well thought out
strategy,” Khan said.

“The ultimate objective is to
flush out terrorists...our strate-
gy is good and contributes to the
war on terror, second to none,”
emphasised the spokesperson.

Pakistani authorities had on
April 24 agreed not to prosecute
five tribal militants wanted for
allegedly sheltering al Qaida and
Taliban fighters in the South
Waziristan. In exchange, the
tribesmen promised not to in-
dulge in terrorist activities or
act against the country’s inter- |
ests.

More than 100 soldiers, as
well as several local and foreign
militants, were killed in an en-
counter that began on March 16
in the Kaloosha village west of
Wana and continued for many
days.

During the operation, the
army arrested over 170 local and
foreign suspects, saying several
were of Chechen, Uzbek or Arab
origin. But none of the alleged
foreigners were brought before
the public except for an unidenti-
fied body.

Masood Khan added that
Pakistan had protested to the
US against this week’s intrusion
by its troops into Pakistani
territory.

if




'''' P aklstan protests
"US incursion

l
Press Trust of India k\‘)

ISLAMABAD, May 5. — Pakistan
today said it has lodged a protest
with America over an incursion into
its territory by US-led coalition
troops operating in Afghanistan and
demanded an inquiry into the inci-
dent.

Pakistan found that the coalition
troops “intruded” into North
Waziristan area bordering Afghanis-
tan and searched a number of shops
before moving back to Afghanistan
on Monday evening, foreign office
spokesman Mr Masood Khan said.

Earlier, reports here said that
some 60 coalition soldiers in four
Humvee trucks intruded two kilome-
tres inside the Pakistani territory in
Lwara Mandai Bazaar in Dattakhel
tehsil, about 90 kilometres west of
regional headquarters of North
Waziristan tribal region.

Mr Khan said the US government
has been asked through diplomatic
and military channels to hold inquiry
into the border violations and share
its details with Pakistan.

“The intrusion has been estab-

Hijack plot exposed

ISLAMABAD, May 5. — Pakistani
authorities have uncovered a plot by a
group of four to six terrorists to hijack a
plane en route to the UAE and possibly
blow it up, the Prime Minister said today.
However, Mr Zafarutlah Khan Jamali didn’t
indicate when the plot was due to be
carried out, or if it involved the Al-Qaida.
He also would not speculate on whether
the hijackers were Pakistanis or foreigners.
Details of the plot came a day after
Pakistan announced it was beefing up
security at 35 airports nationwide. No
flights were canceled because of the
alert, but security was put on its highest
level, Mr Jamali said. — AP

lished. We have protested with US
authorities both through the diplo-
matic and military channels. The US
version is that this was a misunder-
standing and inadvertent.”

The American explanation was
that they withdrew after coming to
know that they were on the Pakistani
side of the border. “Still we have
protested and requested US author-
ities to conduct an inquiry and share
the results with us.” >
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7 Ys pursues K
m\biuclear netw

Umted Nations: The United States is still
pursuing the underground
network established by Pak-
istani nuclear scientist A Q
Khan across many nations, a
top US official has said.

Assistant under-secretary
of state John R Bolton, who
briefed the UN security coun-
cil on Tuesday on weapons of mass destruc-
tion, said Khan’s network may have passed
sensitive information to several nations.

Declining to name the countries which
might have received the information, he said
the US was concerned about Iran and North
kOrea which have nuclear technology. The
US was trying to collect details, he said.

“There are several others. There’s a lot of
information that we don’t necessarily have
corroboration for, but we are pursuing our
concerns where we do have information, try-
ing to get additional information, learning
from others, and trying to assess the exact
magnitude of the threat,” he said.

Bolton said at least four countries were
misusing nuclear non- proliferation treaty
for developing nuclear weapons.

“States like Iran are actively violating
their treaty obligations, and have gained ac-
cess to technologies and materials for their
nuclear weapons programmes. North Korea
violated its NPT obligations while a party,
and then proved its strategic decision to seek
nuclear weapons by withdrawing from the
treaty entirely,” he said. agencies
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T EXPLAINS the

American decision to de-

clare Pakistan a “major

non-NATO ally?” The

sheer significance of the decision, es-

pecially its timing, at least on the face

of it, borders on the bizarre. Yet an

examination of the historical record

will reveal that this is simply the lat-

est evidence of the pronounced pro-

pensity of the American foreign

policy establishment to seek short-
term political and strategic gains.

The United States, as is well
known in India, repeatedly sought
Pakistan’s assistance during the Cold
War to prosecute the strategy of anti-
Soviet containment in South Asia.
Pakistani decision-makers repeated-
ly and dexterously positioned them-
selves as valued allies in this quest.
Yet as any self-respecting analyst of
South Asian security knew, the Pakis-
tani position was utterly disingenu-
ous. Pakistan was interested in
currying favour with the Americans
solely because it wanted to build up
its military capabilities against India.

Sadly, the paucity of South Asia ex-
pertise in the State and Defence De-
partments, the overweening interest
in containing the Soviet Union and
the maladroitness of Indian diplo-
macy all conspired to Pakistan’s ben-
efitt From the arms-transfer
relationship forged under the Eisen-
hower administration in the U.S. in
1954 to the supply of sophisticated
weaponry and financial assistance
during the Zia-ul-Haq regime in Pa-
kistan, Islamabad was a major, if fit-
ful, beneficiary of Washington’s
military largesse.

This U.S.-Pakistan nexus did yield
some strategic benefits to Washing-
ton, especially in the short run. In the
early 1950s, the U.S. could carry out
reconnaissance missions across So-
viet Central Asia from its air bases in
Pakistan. Later, during the Zia years,
the close military ties between the
two states permitted the U.S. to pur-
sue its not-so-covert war against the
Soviets in Afghanistan. Consequent-
ly, it would be dishonest to suggest
that the U.S.-Pakistan relationship
was of little or no strategic value to
Washington .

That said, at the end of the Cold

B

The designation of Pakistan as a non-NATO ally is

the latest evidence of the pronounced propensity of

the American foreign policy establishment to seek
short-term political and strategic gains.

War, Pakistan’s significance to the
U.S. ended. The U.S. had few inher-
ent interests in the region and vir-
tually none in Pakistan barring the
trite piety that it wanted good rela-
tions with a “moderate, Muslim
state.” Not surprisingly, Pakistan be-
came the cbject of a raft of U.S. eco-
nomic and military sanctions. Most
of these remained in place during tire
1990s despite fitful attempts to re-
move them. The 1998 Indian and
then Pakistani nuclear tests brought
more sanctions on Pakistan. Indeed,
until the George W. Bush adminis-
tration decision to lift the test-related
sanctions in 2001 Pakistan had the
unique distinction of being the state
facing the most number of U.S.-im-
posed sanctions. The Bush adminis-
tration lifted them because it had a
markedly different approach to non-
proliferation: namely, economic
sanctions were of limited value in
shaping & regime’s strategic choices.
More to the point, it was keen on
courting India for a variety of reasons
and thereby had to lift the Clinton
sanctions. Pakistan, in effect, also be-
came a beneficiary of this policy shift
toward India.

The democracy-related sanctions
on Pakistan remained in place. The
events of September 11, 2001, as is
well known, brought about a dramat-
ic shift in the U.S. -Pakistan relation-
ship. Once again, strategic geography
proved to be Pakistan’s enduring as-
set in dealing with the U.S. After hav-
ing spawned, nurtured and sustained
the loathsome Taliban regime, Pakis-
tan notionally agreed to participate
in its destruction. However, just as it
behaved during the Zia years, its
cooperation was far from full-blown.
Long after the U.S. started its military
campaign in Afghanistan, the Tali-
ban spokesmen operated with im-
punity from Islamabad. Elements of
the Pakistan Army also maintained
their ties to their erstwhile acolytes.

The U.S., keen on obtaining Pakis-
tan’s cooperation in the war against
terror, only exerted limited pressure
on the Pervez Musharraf regime to
sever all ties with the Taliban.

Worse still, the U.S. evinced even
less concern about Gen. Musharraf’s
continued support to the most egre-
gious Kashmiri terrorist groups. It
was only after the attack on the Indi-
an Parliament on December 13,
2001, that the U.S. finally placed the
Jaish-e-Mohammed and the Lash-
kar-i-Taiba on the Foreign Terrorist
Organisation list. Despite this, Gen.
Musharraf continued with his shell
game with the array of Kashmiri ter-
rorist organisations, shutting down
their offices in one part of Pakistan
but allowing them to re-open else-
where and under slightly altered
nomenclature.

The crisis in Indo-Pakistani rela-
tions after the attack on Parliament
set off an array of American efforts to
stave off a full-scale war in the re-
gion. However, even during this peri-
od the U.S. did not lose sight of its
core interests in South Asia, namely
the evisceration of the Al-Qaeda and
the destruction of the remnants of
the Taliban regime. As long as these
interests were paramount, the Indo-
Pakistani fracas was mostly an un-
welcome distraction. India’s misgiv-
ings about Pakistan’s continuing
support to a range of terrorist groups
in Kashmir remained a distant con-
cern. Consequently, the Bush admin-
istration engaged in what was mostly
a fire-fighting exercise on the sub-
continent. The central question of
Pakistan’s involvement with a re-
gional and a global network of terror
remained mostly un-addressed as
long as it provided unhindered
American access to Afghanistan.

Even the public revelations earlier
this year of A.Q. Khan’s clandestine
nuclear and ballistic missile sales

Pakistan as a U.S. ally

By Sumit Ganguly

Wh »*PM\
network failed‘to generate mu

American opprobrium. Instead, t
State Department seemed to acce,
Gen. Musharraf's anodyne charac
terisation that Dr. Khan was an inde-
pendent actor and the powerful
Pakistani military a hapless and in-
nocent bystander. Such a public po-
sition well suited the State
Department’s view that keeping Gen.
Musharraf in power was a para-
mount American concern. Interloc-
utors in the State Department in
public and private conversations
stated that Gen. Musharraf was
deemed to be indispensable in the
quest for Osama bin Laden and his
condottiere.

The quest for Osama, of course, as-
sumed far greater significance fol-
lowing the continuing American
military setbacks in Iraq. This was es-
pecially true for a President who had
promised his countrymen that he
could render the world a safer place
through his exercise of American
military might. In an election year,
President Bush can proffer the Amer-
ican electorate few, if any, successes
on the domestic political front. Con-
sequently, he desperately needs
some dramatic success in the foreign
policy arena. What better symbolic
success for his self-proclaimed “war
on terror” than the head of Osama
bin Laden?

Sadly, previous efforts to curry fa-
vour with Gen. Musharraf have yield-
ed only very limited dividends.
Accordingly, some dramatic gesture
had to be made to elicit his cooper-
ation. In this quest, what better re-
ward could be offered than to make
Pakistan a “major, non-NATOQ ally?”
If this move alienated India, the cost
was deemed bearable. After all, with
Osama’s capture, Mr. Bush's re-elec-
tion would be all but assured. In a
second term, the administration
would have ample opportunity to
undo any damage to Indo-U.S. rela-
tions for having granted Pakistan this
new status.

(Dr. Sumit Ganguly holds the Ta-
gore Chair in Indian Cultures and
Civilizations and is the Director of the
India Studies Program at Indiana
University in Bloomington.)



Washington, March 31
(Reuters): Pakistani President
Pervez Musharraf was aware of
Abdul Qadeer Khan's nuclear
black market activities for at
least a few years, but political
pressures kept him from moving
aggressively against Khan until
recently, US undersecretary of
state John Bolton said today;

But Bolton reaffirmed Wash-
ington’s view that Musharraf
and other top Pakistani officials
were not “complicit in or ap-
proved of (Khan's) proliferation
activities” and therefore are not
subject to US sanctions.

Bolton, testifying before a
congressional committee, came
under fire from Opposition De-
mocrats. They accused the Bush
administration of failing to hold
Pakistan’s leaders accountable
for Khan’s blackmarket activi-
ties and for not using economic
muscle to keep countries and
companies from doing business
with Iran and North Korea.

With Iran and North Korea’s
nuclear activities a growing con-
cern for Washington, nonprolif-
eration issues could loom large
in the 2004 election.

Since Khan, the father of the
Islamic bomb, confessed in Feb-
ruary to selling nuclear secrets
to Iran, North Korea and Libya,
US officials have insisted only

Prevez Musharraf (top)
and Abdul Qadeer Khan

Khan was responsible, not
Musharraf and his government.

Bolton reiterated that posi-
tion, saying US officials investi-
gated Khan’s activities and “we
have no evidence that President
Musharraf and top officials of
the government of Pakistan are
complicit.”

But under questioning by the
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US House of Representatives In-
ternational Relations Commit-
tee, Bolton said Musharraf was
aware of Khan’s activities when
he fired him as head of Khan Re-
search Laboratory in the year
2001.

“Ithink it was a very difficult
question for President Mushar-
raf in the face of the internal po-
litical dynamic in Pakistan,
which has resulted in the past
two months ... in two assassina-
tion attempts against him,”
Bolton said.

“In fact, it was the exposure
of the Iranian nuclear weapons
programme... and (Libyan
leader Muammar) Gaddafi’s de-
cision to forswear all of his
WMD (weapons of mass destruc-
tion) programmes that brought
us to the point that it was possi-
ble for Musharraf to take the ac-
tions that he did,” Bolton said.

Musharraf, who seized power
in 1999, had to balance US de-
mands for action on Khan
against a risk of angering the
army, his base of support, ex-
perts say. Representative Gary
Ackerman said Bush’s most re-
cent decision making Pakistan a
non-Nato ally goes too far,
adding: “This double standard
with regard to Pakistan makes a
mockery of our nonproliferation
efforts around the world.”
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v, PATRON AND CLIENT 8"

THE UNITED STATES and Pakistan have re-
vived the patron-client relationship that they
have intermittently shared over the past 50
years. U.S. President George W. Bush has deter-
mined that statutory provisions, which prohibit
direct assistance to a country whose elected
government was toppled, should not apply to
Pakistan. In lifting the sanctions imposed after
the military coup of 1999, Washington added
substance to its earlier decision to confer the
status of a “major non-NATO ally” on the South
Asian country. In theory the countries that en-
joy this status are eligible to obtain weapons
and other forms of military assistance on a pri-
ority basis, but those so categorised do not real-
ly benefit if they cannot pay for the items on
their wish list. A cash-strapped Pakistan now
has reason to believe that it will be able to mod-
ernise its forces, especially since other restric-
tions imposed after the nuclear weapon tests of
1998 were also set aside. Military allocations are
expected to make up almost half of the $3 bil-
lion worth of aid that the Bush administration
has agreed to provide over five years and ad-
vanced weaponry might well be included in the
package. However, the appropriations for each
year will have to be cleared by a Congress where
many members do not look kindly on a Pakista-
ni establishment that was deeply involved in
both jihadi militancy and nuclear proliferation.

New Delhi will have to keep a close watch on
the developing relationship between Washing-
ton and Islamabad even though the military
balance in the sub-continent might not be deci-
sively altered. While nuclear weaponisation in
South Asia has created parity at the ultimate
level, India has a significant edge in conven-
tional weaponry that Pakistan might not be
able to blunt even with American assistance
since it does not have the economic base to
compete over the long term. A U.S. adminis-
tration that wants to maintain ties with all the
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countries of the sub-contirient and has a vital
stake in Afghanistan might not be overly inter-
ested in strengthening Pakistan’s offensive ca-
pabilities. However, the historical record does
throw up a cause for concern. The Pakistan mii-
itary pursued adventurist policies whenever it
was emboldened by a strategic relationship with
the U.S,; it resorted to such an approach in the
1960s and then again in the 1980s. With Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf indicating that the cur-
rent ceasefire will not endure if progress is not
made towards a resolution of the Kashmir dis-
pute, there is a chance that history might be

" repeated. However, Washington and Islamabad

should have learnt by now that jihadis cannot
be closely controlled and that they will follow
their own agenda once they have been provided
the wherewithal.

New Delhi has not responded to Washing-
ton’s condescending offer to accord it the status
of a “major non-NATO ally” if it so desired. Such
a relationship will go against the grain of India’:
non-alignment and independence in interna.
tional relations. India will also need to re-exam.
ine the real import of the “new steps in strategic
partnership” that it has decided to undertake
along with Washington. The establishment o:
this partnership is supposed to facilitate the ac-
quisition of advanced equipment for the non-
military nuclear programme and other purpos-
es. The Bush administration projects this
agreement as an indicator of a desire to deal
with each of the sub-continental rivals on its
own merits. However, Washington has an ob-
jective that it wants to achieve in the immediate
future. India is required to set in place a tighter
legal and administrative framework to prevent
nuclear proliferation before it can expect its
partner to deliver. India must on no account be
pushed into any new relationship that is not of
its own choosing and that is not in its deeper,
long-term interest. __J
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WASHINGTON, Matrch 25, —
The USA has lifted the sanc-
tions imposed on Pakistan in
1999 ufter President Pervez
Musharruf seized power in a
bloodless coup. In a statement
yesterday, Mr George W Bush
sgid the lifting of the coup-
related sanctions would fucili-
tate the transition to democrat.
ic rule in Pakistan and was
important to the US-led wir on
terrorism.

Mr Qeorge W Bush, who
has already removed most of
the nuclear-related sanctions
against  Pakistan, vesterday
issued an order waiving off the
coup-related restrictions, und
said: 10 important 10 US
efforts to respond to, deter, or
prevent acts of international
terrorism,” This would facili-
tate the transition to democra-
tic rule in Pakistan, Mr Bush
said in the order.

He instructed the Secretary
of State Gen. Colin Powell to
transmit “this determination
to the Congress and to arrange
for its publication in the
Federal Register™

Gen. Powell during his visit to
Pakistan on 18 March had
declared the Scuth  Asian
nation as a major non-Nato ally,
triggering a strong reaction
from India which termed the
decision as having “significant
implications” for Indo-US ties.
The subsequent US announc-
ement that it was willing to con-

i

Significance?
Wit this, Pakistan would be
able to receive direct US eco-
nomic ald. The US had
slupped sanctions on Pakis-
tan after Musharraf stunned
the international community
by staging a coup to seize
power more than four years
ago. However, the two coun-
tries’ relations have greatly
imptoved as Pakistan coog-
erated closely In the US-
launched war against terror-
ism following 9/11,

sider according the same status
to India got a cold response.
The Bush order
“Determination to Waive
Military Coup-Related Provi-
sion of the Foreign Operations,
Export Financing, and Related

Programmes Appropriations
Act 2004 with respect to
Pakistan.

“Pursuant to the authority

THE STATESMAN

reads:

Bush lifts sanctions
st Pakistan

vested in me by the
Constitution and laws of the
United States, including Public
Law 107-57, as amended by sec-
tion 2213 of Public Law 108-
106, 1 hereby determine that,
with respect to Pakistan, a waiv-
er of any provision of the
Foreign Operations, Export
Financing, and  Related
Programmes Appropriations
Act, 2004 (section 508 of Public
Law 108-199, Divislon D), that
prohibits direct assistance to
the government of any country
whose duly elected head of gov-
ernment was deposed by decree
or milltary cour: - would facili-
tate the transition to democrat-
ic rule in Pakistan...”

50 ultras killed: minister
More than 50 terrorists have
been killed In Pakistan’s
largest military operation yet
against suspected Al-Qaida
fighters and local sympathisers
in its tribal areas bordering
Afghanistan, the interior min-
ister said today.

Interior minister Mr Faisal
Saleh Hayyat vowed that the
operation in South Waziristan,
which began 10 days ago,
would continue until the
“complete elimination” of ter-
rorists holed up there.

“Over 20 terrorists have
been killed in the operation so
far and it is expected that 30 to
35 more dead bodies of terror-
ists will be recovered as the
operation concludes,” the
minister told lawmakers in a
National Assembly debate.



~Pak denies
US help in-

Wana sgi
\<

W, £
Praﬁm t of ngh

LAHORE, March 21, —
Dispelling doubts of US
involvement in flushing
out suspected Al-Qaida
fighters from its north-
western region, Pakistan
today said its forces were
better equipped to carry
out anti-terror operations,
“Our forces are better
equipped to undertake
such operations compared
to those of the USA”
Pakistan information min-
ister Mr Sheikh Rashid
told reporters here,

Mr Rashid, however,
admitted that Pakistani
forces engaged in the mili-
tary operation in the fron-
tier regions of Wana were
getting technical aid from
the US army. “We do havg
US Cobra Helicopters but
they are piloted by the
Pakistanis and not by the
Americans.”

On time required to
flush out Al-Qaida opera-
tives from Pakistan, Mr
Rashid said “keeping ir
view the current situatior
in Wana it seems quits
probable that the opera
tion may prolong fo
another couple of days.
The crackdown on terros
ists had become inevitabl
after they refused to sw
render in response to gov
ernment’s  offer ¢
amnesty, he said.

The terrorist were als:
assured that they woulk
not be handed over to an
other country but the
opted to resist.

Benazir angry: Mrs Be.
nazir Bhutto today criti-
cised the military leader-
ship for mishandling the
operation to drive out sus-
pected Al-Qaida opera-
tives from the NWFP,
claiming it had resulted in
civilian casualties and dis-
placed a large number of
tribals without capture of
any “high value target.” In
a statement, the Pakistan
Penple’s Party chairperson
said the tribal operation
was a stunt to deceive a
foreign power of President
Pervez Musharaf regime’s

commitmept against ter-
rorism.
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/ Pakistan will be a ‘major
«\\ non-NATO ally’: Powell

® ‘U.S. for long-term relationship with Islémabad’

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MARCH 18. THE United
States today sought to bolster the
position of the Pakistan Presi-
dent, Pervez Musharraf, with an
announcement that the country
would be named as a “major
non-NATO” ally.

The visiting U.S. Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, along with
the Pakistan Foreign Minister,
Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri, told
anews conference that under the
new status, future military rela-
tions between Washington and
Islamabad would get a boost.
Among others, Israel, Japan and
Egyptare also “non-NATO” allies
of the U.S.

The proposed designation is
clearly a concrete expression of
gratitude by Washington for the
role played by Gen. Musharraf in
the fight against terrorism since
September 11. The U.S. has also
promised to review the travel
and visa restrictions with regard
to Pakistan. These moves could
not have come at a more oppor-
tune monfent for Gen. Mushar-
raf who is facing flak in the
country for implementing the
U.S. agenda.

Many independent observers
and analysts say that the gesture
should help dispel the widely-
held view that the U.S. has al-
ways dumped Pakistan after its
strategic goals are met.

The Pakistani establishment,
civil society and press have al-
ways felt that Washington was
never ready for along-term rela-
tionship. Gen. Powell was at
pains to emphasise at the news
conference that Washington
was genuinely interested in a
multi-dimensional and long-
term relationship with
Islamabad.

Move welcomed

Pakistani officials welcomed
the announcement saying it
would greatly improve the coun-
try’s prospect for new arms pur-
chases from Washington. They
said the country could have ac-
cess to advanced weapons for
the first time since 1990.

However, it was not immedi-
ately clear if Pakistan would get
approval for the resumption of
the sale of the F-16 fighter planes
which was suspended in 1990
when the U.S. imposed sanc-
tions on Pakistan after it con-

cluded that Islamabad was
producing nuclear weapons.
The U.S. sanctions became
tougher in 1998 after Pakistan
conducted its maiden nuclear
tests. At his press meet in New
Delhi, Gen. Powell had indicated
that there was no change in U.S.
policy in the sale of the F-16s to
Pakistan.

Defence cooperation be-
tween Islamabad and Washing-
ton was revived in 2002. Pakistan
has identified a number of hi-
tech military hardware it would
like to buy from Washington. In-
dications from the U.S. were that
it would like to help Pakistan if it
was ready to fight terrorism.

Nuclear proliferation in the
context of the scandal involving
the transfer of nuclear technol-
ogy by A.Q. Khan, progressin the
operations against Al-Qaeda
and the Taliban and India-Pa-
kistan relations were the other
subjects that figured in the dis-
cussions between Gen. Powell,
Gen. Musharraf and the Pakis-
tan Prime Minister, Mir Zafarul-
lah Khan Jamali.

Mr. Kasuri expressed the hope
that some of the irritants caused
by the travel advisory and re-

strictive visa for U.S. would be
overcome soon. The U.S. de-
clared Pakistan a “non-family
station” and imposed travel and
visa restrictions following a blast
in a church in the diplomatic en-
clave here.

To a question on nuclear pro-
liferation, Gen. Powell said
questions had arisen as to not
only what Dr. Khan and his asso-
ciates might have been doing,
but whether there was knowl-
edge within the Government at
the time it was happening. “I
think this is a logical and proper
question to ask and I am sure
that Pakistani authorities would
want it known as well. What we
are interested in is going after
this network; this network that
was providing technology to de-
velop nuclear weapons to some
very dangerous countries
around the world. And it is in our
mutual interest, of Pakistan, the
interest of the rest of the world,
to make sure the network has
been completely pulled up and
make sure that all those who
were participating in the net-
work in one way or the other
have been identified,” he said.

India’s concem: Page 15
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ISLAMABAD, March 18. — The USA will
designate Pakistan as a “major non-Nato al-
ly”, a move that’ll strengthen defence cooper-
ation between the two countries and lift re-
strictions on weapon sales to Islamabad.

Visiting US secretary of state Gen. Colin
Powell, after meeting his Pakistani counter-
part Mr Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri here, said
Mr George W Bush would soon designate
Pakistan as a “major non-Nato ally”.

(Following up on the announcement, Gen.
Powell said the USA wanted to have a similar
relationship with India too.)

“I advised the (Pakistan) foreign minister this
morning that we'll also be making a notification
to our Congress, which will designate Pakistan
as a ‘major non-Nato ally’ for the purposes of
our future military-to-military relations,” Gen.
Powell said at a joint press conference with Mr
Kasuri. The general is here on the final leg of
his three-nation South Asian tour that took him
to India and Afghanistan earlier.

The US announcement came despite global
concerns about the nuclear proliferation row
involving top Pakistani scientist Dr Abdul Qa-

THE STATESMAN

ets non-Na
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o ally status

Noose tightens around
Al-Qaida No. 2

ISLAMABAD, March 18. — Pakistani troops believe
they have surrounded Al-Qaida No. 2 Ayman al-
Zawahri near the Afghan border, officials said.
Intelligence indicated Al-Zawahri has been cornered
in an operation that began on Tuesday in south
Waziristan and involved hundreds of troops and
paramilitary rangers. “We have been receiving
intelligence and information from our agents who are
working in the tribal areas that Al-Zawahri could be
among the people hiding there,” said a military
official. “All of our efforts are to capture him.”
In an interview with CNN, President Musharraf said
he'd spoken with the commander of Pakistani troops
in the region. “He's reasonably sure there's a high-
value target there,’ Gen Musharraf said. — AP
Another report on page 2

deer Khan. It also coincided with Pakistan
launching a fresh offensive against the Al-
Qaida and Taliban in areas near the Afghani-
stan border. '

USA on Kashmir: The USA would be helpful
but not play a central role in resolving the
Kashmir issue which has to be settled by In-
dia and Pakistan, Gen. Powell said.

4 6 WAR 200
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NEW DELHI, MARCH 16. No decision has been taken
by the United States on selling F-16 aircraft to
Pakistan, the U.S. Secretary of State, Colin Powell,
said today. He said he would speak to the Pakis-
tan President, Pervez Musharraf, about taking ac-
tion against terrorist camps.

Addressing a joint press conference with the
External Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha, Gen.
Powell denied that there was any quid pro quo
between outsourcing and opening up of the Indi-
an economy even as he urged New Delhi to ease
* bureaucratic obstacles and take further reform-
related measures.

Gen. Powell said he would also speak to Gen.
Musharraf about “any involvement” of past Pa-
kistani Governments in nuclear proliferation, or
anything “contemporary” in nature relating to it
or what Washington refers to as the “A.Q. Khan
network.”

Gen. Powell met the Prime Minister, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, the Congress president, Sonia Gandhi,
the National Security Adviser, Brajesh Mishra,
and the Finance Minister, Jaswant Singh. He is
leaving for Kabul on Wednesday.

Asked whether his comment that no decision
had been taken on selling F-16s to Pakistan re-
flected a shift in the Bush administration’s posi-

THE HiNBy

Il to talk to Musharraf

on terrorist camps
@ Yet to decide on F-16s for Pakistan

tion, Gen. Powell said: “My comment over here
was that we have to take into consideration any
requests that are made of us; but no decisions
have been made with respect to any particular
military package especially F-16s.” He said that
last year’s $3 billion economic package for Pakis-
tan did not include F-16s.

On whether Pakistan had taken steps to dis-
mantle terrorist training camps, he said that one
of the “essential elements” of the recent agree-
ment between India and Pakistan was an end to
cross-border violence.

Saying he was “pleased” that activity across the
Line of Control had come down significantly,
Gen. Powell hoped it would stay that way. “We, of
course, will be watching as the spring season ap-
proaches...,” he added, aware of Indian concerns
about renewed infiltration once the snows melt.

About the “role” of the Pakistan Government
in nuclear proliferation, the Secretary of State
said: “We certainly know the role played by Dr.
Khan for some time now... We are pleased that
Dr. Khan has acknowledged what he has done
and we are pleased that we are getting a great
deal of information from Pakistani authorities as
a result of their interrogation of Dr. Khan and his
associates...” Gen. Powell said the “Khan net-
work” was “being broken up,” making it clear that
more had to be done.

47 WAR 72004



“USA cautions Pak on
nuke, missile projects

PTI&AP.

WASHINGTON, March
10, — The USA has urged
Pakistan to exercise res-
traint in its ruclear wea-
pons and missile prog-
ramme to maintain peace
in the South Asian region
following the test firing of
its Shaheen-1I missile.

“We continue to urge
Pakistan and other coun-
tries in the region to exer-
cise restraint in their
nuclear weapons and mis-
sile programmes, as part of
an ongoing effort to relieve
tensions and build confi-
dence in the region,” State
Department spokesman
Mr Richard Boucher said
yesterday in response to
Islamabad’s test firing of its
first 2,000 km range sur-
face-to-surface Shaheen-I1
ballistic missile. “We un-
derstand that Pakistan noti-
fied neighbouring countries
before the test.”

In Islamabad, foreign
. ministry spokesman Mr

Masood Khan said Pak-
istan’s strategic goal was to
have a “minimum credible
deterrence”.

The timing seemed link-
ed more to internal Pakis-
tani politics, with President
Pervez Musharraf facing
anger at home over a
probe into a black market,

run by rogue Pakistani sci-
entists, that allegedly sold
nuclear know-how to Iran,
Libya and North Korea.
Many Pakistanis feel the
scientists have been made
scapegoats, and accuse
Gen. Musharraf of jeopar-
dizing the nation’s nuclear

THE STATESMAN

programme under p?es-
sure from the West,

“This is internal politics,”
said Mr Shahid ur-Reh-
man, author of a widely
read book on Pakistan’s
nuclear programme. The
test-firing “was - basically
aimed at quieting the Pak-
istani. people who have

been accusing Gen. Mush-
arraf of rolling back the
nuclear programme”,

He added that the Sha-
heen-1I is believed to have
been designed by Pakistani
scientists based on Chinese
technology distinct from
North Korea’s Nodong.

Israel ¢ m\, attacking’
-sites

Israel considered attacking
nuclear installations in
Pakistan in 1979 after the
USA aired concerns over
Islamabad’s efforts to
acquire nuclear weapons to
attain parity with India,
according to a media report
in Jerusalem, adds PTL

The possibility of an
Israeli attack on Pakistani
nuclear installations came
up during Jimmy Carter’s
term as US President, Ha a-
retz daily reported, quoting
newly declassified US State
Department  documents.
The documents make it
clear that the USA did not
hold special discussions to
address Israel’s “preventive
strike” plans,

The documents were
recently released by the
National Security Archive,
an independent research
institute that specialises in
disclosing unclassified do-
cuments under the terms
of the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act. f
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[wo former generals hold
fort in US-Pak relatigns

The New York Times
Washington, March 1

SINCE 9/11, US Secretary of
State Colin Powell has talked
on the phone at least 81 times
with Pakistan President Per-
vez Musharraf, often when
the US is demanding some-
thing. There are times when
the two men slip into "gener-
al to general" mode.

One such exchange, State
Department officials said,
occurred in mid-2002, when
India and Pakistan were
massing troops. Powell
phoned Musharraf but ad-
dressed him not as the sec-
retary of state to a presi-
dent but as one former gen-
eral to another.

“All this talk about nukes,

you know, it’s unthinkable,”
Powell told Musharraf, ac-
cording to the officials.

“I know that,” Musharraf
was said to have replied.

“Well, we’'ve got to stop
talking about it, and we’ve
got to find a way out of
this,” the secretary said, the
officials recounted, adding
that later that fall, tensions
between India and Pakistan
began to subside.

The story illustrates the
intensity of the Pakistani-
American relationship. It is
one defined by mutual suspi-
cion, mutual need, awkward
disclosures about Pakistan’s
nuclear activities and a
range of urgent issues.

Another case of unin-
tended consequences with
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Pakistan occ ;'}ed when the
Bush admihistration in-
stalled an anti-Taliban gov-
ernment in Kabul in early
2002. The Tajiks who were
given most of the power
were friendly to India. That
led Pakistani security peo-
ple who had long been close
to the Pushtu-speaking Tal-
iban to welcome their pre-
sence in border areas.

Pak denies deal with US
Pakistan on Monday denied
a report that it had struck a
deal to allow US troops to
hunt for Osama bin Laden
on its territory in return for
support for Pakistan’s par-
don last month of nuclear
scientist Abdul Qadeer
Khan. The New Yorker had
reported the quid pro quo.
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fN uclear disquiet hits

US please-

Washington, Feb. 27: For the
first time since General Pervez
Musharraf became an ally of
President George W. Bush, the
White House policy of appeasing
Pakistan is facing a serious chal-
lenge on Capitol Hill, thanks to
nuclear proliferator Abdul
Qadeer Khan.

Secretary of state Colin Pow-
ell, who testified before the Sen-
ate budget committee yesterday
on the state department’s budget
request for fiscal year 2005, was
harangued over Musharraf’s
pardon for Khan and Washing-
ton’s inability to do anything
about it.

The budget proposes an in-
crease of $101 million in excess
of what Bush had promised
Musharraf when the two men
met in Camp David last year. The
raise, which takes assistance to
Pakistan next year to a total of
$701 million is obviously a re-
ward for Musharraf’s fresh ef-
forts to find Osama bin Laden
“dead or alive” before the US
presidential elections in Novem-
ber.

The Bush administration’s
efforts to handle Pakistan with
kid gloves after Khan’s “confes-
sions” did not, however,
impress Senators on the budget
committee,

Senator Pete Domenici, a Re-
publican from New Mexico, told
Powell: “Weapons of mass de-
struction are moving around the
world today like nothing we
could have believed. We have a
guy in Pakistan that, 10-years-
ago, if youwould have found him
selling that stuff, you would have
hung him in the marketplace —
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Abdul Qadeer Khan

the worst proliferator ever is
that fellow from Pakistan. Is that
his name — Khan?”

Powell quietly replied:
“Khan, sir —Dr Khan.”
Domenici continued: “I

mean, can you imagine admit-
ting that he put weapons of mass
destruction in five countries and
we are still running around say-
ing, well, we don’t know what to
do about him?”

The committee’s chairman,
Don Nickles, also a Republican,
said: “I don’t see him (Khan)
being punished... It looks like

-he’s getting off scot-free.”

Powell replied that Khanis a
national hero in Pakistan and oc-
cupies a special place in the life
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ak policy

of the Pakistani people. “Presi-
dent Musharraf is well aware of
what Khan has been doing... and
he got from Khan full acknowl-
edgement of what he had done
and a lot of information. And
then President Musharraf felt it
was in the best interests of his
country and of his government
and of the process of uncovering
everything we could about this
network, for him to give an con-
ditional amnesty to Khan.”

Powell said Khan cooperated
with Musharraf and that a lot of
information was comingout as a
result of the nuclear scientist’s
openness.

“It is important to note that
the amnesty he was given was a
conditional one... which means
full and open disclosure. And we
are learning a lot from that.”

He said the money proposed
for Pakistan in the budget would
be used “to help advance securi-
ty and economic cooperation
and opportunity for Pakistan’s
citizens, including a multi-year
educational  support  pro-
gramme”.

The strong remarks by Sena-
tors against Musharraf yester-
day coincided with a determina-
tion by Bush that Pakistan is co-
operating with the US in the
global war on terrorism and his
directions to Powell to report
this determination to the Con-
gress.

There has been criticism of
Musharraf on Capitol Hill be-
fore, but these have largely been
from members of House of Rep-
resentatives, that too members
of the Indian Caucus.

The strong words by Senators
makes a significant change that
may not bode well for Islamabad.



‘Bush slams Khan, seeks
tougher nuclear eurbs

Agencies
Washington, February 12

IN A strong message to Pak-
istan, President George Bush
has come down heavily on states
that encourage nuclear prolifer-
ation. “Every civilised nation
has a stake in preventing the
spread of weapons of mass de-
struction. These materials and
technologies, and the people
who traffic in them, cross many
borders,” said Bush.

In his first direct criticism of
Pakistani scientist Dr AQ Khan
— who is at the epicentre of the
storm — Bush publicly accused
him of illicit proliferation:
“These dealers are motivated by
greed and fanaticism,” he said.

Bush said nuclear weapons
in the hands of terrorists and

, outlaw regimes were a threat to
world peace. “The greatest
threat before humanity today is
the possibility of secret and
sudden attack with chemical or
biological or radiological or nu-
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clear weapons.”

Speaking at National Defence
University, Bush credited the
work of US and British intelli-
gence officials in unravelling the
sophisticated network ran by
Khan. He also praised President
Pervez Musharraf for his inves-
tigation into the scandal.

He stressed that direct action
was needed to tackle the clande-
stine weapons network and cal-
led for global cooperation.

In another significant an-
nouncement that may tighten
the nuclear control screws for
even non-proliferating nations,
Bush proposed a revamp in the
UN nuclear agency and said
that only the countries that have
signed an Additional Protocol
on nuclear technology transfer
should be allowed to import
equipment even for their civil-
ian nuclear programmes.

The countries, which are un-
der investigation for violating
nuclear non-proliferation obli-
gations, should not be allowed

to serve on the International
Atomic Energy Agency Board
as governors, he suggested.
Allowing potential violators
to serve on the board creates an
unacceptable barrier to effec-
tive action,” he said. “Any State
on the Board that comes under
probe should be suspended.”
The Additional Protocol re-
quires countries to declare all
their nuclear activities includ-
ing civilian ones and allow the
TAEA officials to inspect them.
Among other proposals, Bush
called for the expansion of Pr-
liferation Security Initiati-
The PSI participants shoul
Interpol and other mearn
bring to justice those who trauwac
deadly weapons, shut down their
infrastructure and freeze as: :ts.
The President also called on
nations to strengthen the laws
that govern proliferation and
asked the UN Security Council
to quickly pass a resolution re-
quiring ali nations to crimi-
nalise proliferation.



WASHINGTON, Feb. 11.
— Seeking to disprove
Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf’s claim that the
USA had not given him
convincing proof about
nuclear proliferation activ-
ities, the US. State
Department has said that
it provided “pieces of
information” from time to
time as part of the “ongo-
ing dialogue” on the issue.

“We have talked to them
at different moments
about different issues that
might have arisen that we
might have learned about.
So it is not a single
moment of information”,
State Department spokes-
man Mr Richard Boucher
said yesterday.

“It’s rather an ongoing
dialogue that covered both
the general concerns that
ve have had about possi-
vilities, and then from
ime to time, pieces of

1nf0rmat n that related to
different hspects of things
that we! might have
encountered or known
were going on.”

In an interview with the
New York Times on Mon-
day, Gen. Musharraf
shared blame for the delay
with Washington, saying it
was not until October that
American officials provid-

‘We (the USA) have
discussed issues on
proliferation with
Pakistan repeatediy-over
a long period of time’

ed him with evidence of
the activities of the scien-
tist, Dr Abdul Qadeer
Khan.

But, Mr Boucher said
the US non-proliferation
dialogue with Pakistan
certainly goes back much
farther than- October

‘(when Deputy Secretary of

State Mr Richard Armi-
tage went to Pakistan).

“USA counter ers Pervez lie

Ballistic Bush

WASHINGTON, Feb. 12. —
Arguing that international -
efforts to combat nuclear .
proliferation have been
neither broad nor effective
enough, Mr George W Bush
today called for tougher .
global action against dan-,
gerous regimes and terror
outfits that seek nuclear and
other deadly weapons. Mr
Bush also called for preven-
ting countries from acquiring
nuclear enrichment and pro-~
cessing technology under
the guise of building civilian
power facilities. — AP

“What I would say is that
we have had longstanding
concerns about prolifera-
tion that could come from
Pakistan. We have dis-
cussed non-proliferation
issues with Pakistan re-
peatedly over a long peri-
od of time and it has been
an issue of concern to us
and President Musharraf
as well,” he added.
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~USA tells Pak to

WASHINGTON, Feb. 10. —
The USA has asked Pakistan to
“pull up by its roots” the secret
network of nuclear sales run by
Dr AQ Khan, even as Gen. Per-
vez Musharraf blamed Wash-
ington for not providing evi-
dence of the scientist’s activities
on time.

“If they knew it earlier, they
should have told us,” the Presi-
dent told the New York Times,
adding “maybe a lot of things
. wouldn’t have happened.” He
. acknowledged for the first time
that he had suspected Dr Kha-
~ n’s activities for at least three
years. It was not till October, he
. said, that US officials provided
" him with evidence of his in-
volvement in the proliferation.

US secretary of state Gen.
Colin Powell told reporters
here that the Pakistani govern-
ment had done quite a bit now
to roll up the network. “I said
to President Musharraf that we
wanted to learn as much as we
could about what Dr Khan and
the network was up to, and it
has to be pulled up by its roots
and examined to make sure
that we've left nothing be-
hind,” Gen. Powell said.
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‘No one can touch Khan’ No-
body in Pakistan “could touch”
Dr Khan, foreign minister Mr
Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri has
said. “Imagine the USA doing
this to Charles Lindbergh (the
first aviator to fly solo across
the Atlantic) or Einstein. Dr
Khan is that kind of national
hero,” Mr Kasuri said.

MEY 7 M

N-command: The Pakistani
army has never been in control
of the nuclear programme ex-
cept under military rule, for-
mer army chief Gen. Mirza As-
lam Beg told BBC. “The army
has never been in control un-
less there has been a military
ruler.”

Related reports on page 2
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