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“Bush faults Putin for

centralising power

A policeman stands guard outside school No. 6 in Beslan,as schools

in the town reopened after the hostage crisis on Thursday. — AFP

WASHINGTON, Sept. 16.
— Finding fault with
President Viadimir Putin’s
moves to centralise power,
US President George W
Bush has said that the
decision could “undermine
democracy in Russia”.
“Great countries or
great democracies have a

balance of power between |

central and local govern-
ments. As governments
fight the enemies of demo-
cracy, they must uphold
principles of democracy,”
Mr Bush said during celeb-
rations of Hispanic Herit-
age Month here yesterday.

THE STATESMAN

Mr Putin announced the
plan as part of his effort to
deal more effectively with
terrorism after the Beslan
attack. His moves have re-
newed fears that he’s conc-
entrating too much power
in the Kremlin. The US
state department had earli-
er signalled its displeasure
over Mr Putin’s moves. Yet
Mr Bush said, in a convers-
ation with Mr Putin this
month, “I told him that we
stand shoulder to shoulder
in fighting terror. We abhor
the men who kill innocent
children to try to achieve a
dark vision.” — PT1
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Russia blasts USA
(&?r talks with

Chechen rebels
Associated Press §/\" 3 q \ 03

!
MOSCOW, Sept. 8. -— Russia castigated
the USA today for its willingness to hold
talks with Chechiens agitating for inde-
pendence and suggested the issue could
harm bilatcral relations. the Interfax news
agency reported.

Responding to a statement by US state
department  spokesman  Mr  Richard
Boucher, forcign minister Mr Sergey Lav-
rov said: “We solve our internal problems
ourselves and there’s no need to search for
an American route to political normalisa-
tion in Chechnya.” according to Interfax.

While joining in condemnation of last
week's attack on a Russian school in which
more than 350 people were killed by hos-
tage-takers, the ULS. State Department
said yesterday that Russia ultimately must
hold political tutks with rebellious Chechen
lcaders who are determined to break away
from the Russiun Federation,

Mr Boucher said: “Our view on the over-
all situation has not changed™ and ulti-
mately “there must be o political settle-
. ment” over Chechnya.

The state department spokesman added
rhat US officials had met with Chechens
with w variety of views in the past, although
“we do not mect with terrorists.”™ There
may be additional mectings in the future,
though none are planncd, he said. /

9 SEP 2004
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Russia warned USA

of hjaql plot:,

dPress OV

ASTANA (Kazakhstan), June
18. — Moscow. warned Wash-
ington before the Iraq war
that Saddam Hussein’s regime
was preparing attacks against
the USA and its interests
abroad, President Vladimir
Putin sald today.

Mr Putin said he couldn’t
comment on how critical the
Russians’ information was in
US decision to invade Iraq.
He, however, added that the
intelligence didn’t cause Rus-
sia to waver from its firm
opposition to the war.

“Indeed, after 9/11 and
before the start of the military
operation in Iraq, the Russian
special services received infor-
mation that officials from
Saddam’s regime were prepar-
ing terrorist attacks in the USA
and outside it against the US
military and other interests,”
Mr Putin said.

“Despite that information...
Russia’s position on Iraq
remains unchanged,” he said in

the Kazakh capital Astana

after a regional economic and
security summit.

Mr Putin said Russia didn’t
have any information that
Saddam’s regime had actually
been behind any terrorist acts.
He didn’t elaborate on any
details of the. terror plots or
mention whether they were
tied to the Al-Qaida terror
network. Mr Putin said the
USA had thanked Russia for
the information.

Also today, a top Russian

T “TATE"

.wu

President Putin: From Russia with
love to USA. — AFP

diplomat called for interna-
tional inspectors to conclu-
sively resolve the question of
whether Iraq had any weapons
of mass destruction — one of
the main reasons Mr Bush
used to justify the war.

“This problem must be
resolved... because to a great
extent it became the pretext
for the start of the war against
Iraq,” deputy foreign minister
Mr Yuri Fedotov said in
Maoscow, according to Interfax
news agency.

Diplomatic dogfight: The Rus-
sian and US air forces en-
gaged in a diplomatic dogfight
today over a commemorative
flight using a nuclear bomber,
a plan that Moscow said was
shot down by Washington,
AFP adds from Moscow.

K

Putin

Bush’s fixation
with Saddam

NEW YORK, June 18. — Presi-
dent Bush, rushing to defuse an
explosive election issue, has
challenged the findings of an
independent commission that
there was no “collaborative
relationship” between Saddam
Hussein and the Al-Qaida.

As the 9/11 commission held a
gripping final hearing yesterday, M
Bush repeated his conviction that -
there was a link between the {ragi
dictator and Osama bin Laden's
terror network — one of his key
reasons for the war against Jraq.
“The reason | keep insisting that
there was a relationship between
Iraq and Saddam and Al-Qaida is
because there was a relationship
between irag and Al-Qaida,” Mr
Bush said after a meeting with his -
Cabinet. “This administration never
said the 9/11 attacks were
orchestrated between Saddam and
the Al-Qaida;” he said. “We did say
there were contacts between
Saddam and the A-Qaida” —
Times, London

The

Russia had earlier announced
it would for the first time land
a Tu-95 nuclear bomber on US
territory as it celebrated the
100 year anniversary of the
birth of Valery Chkalov —
who took a non-stop flight
over the Arctic and landed in
Washington in 1937. But
Russia’s air force chief said
US authorities did not appear
to trust Moscow’s intentions
and demanded that a US pilot
be placed in the bomber to
oversee the flight.
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ussia’s Defence\ Minister
Rzergei Ivanov said in Dec-

mber 2003 ‘that he would
inform President Vladimir Putin
about specific aspects of develo-
ping the country’s strategic nu-
clear forces in 2004 early this
year. “We intend to streamline
all strategic nuclear forces still
further, enhancing the quality

and efficiency of our nuclear
triad, first and foremost”, Ivanov:

told a traditional conference in-
volvimg the President and Gov-
ernment members. As far as na-
tional pride is concerned, the
Minister’s statement makes one
quite optimistic. But how will the
implementation of these plans
influence global strategic stabi-

lity?
US plahs

First of all, it should be noted
that Russia’s decision to enhance
its nuclear potential in the obtai-
ning military-political situation is
an entirely justified and essential
step. The decision is motivated
by specific US plans to deploy
new national missile defence sys-
tem’s first echelon in late 2004.

The shield’s weapons and
infrastructure components are to
be sited in the United States, as
well as in Weste Europe Scan-
dinavia and Sgigd
Great Britai
gary, while ¢ )
will be based ""%" ™y and Israel.
Moreover, the United States is
now establishing a joint global
data-exchange and reconn-
aissance network that will fea-
ture satellite clusters.

" The author is associated with

© Ria Novosti

HHE STATESMAN

‘\\GB( Russia And USA Must Launch Constrﬁ'ctive D

The US Adm1mstrat10n 8 spe-
cial memorandum, which was
published in early May 2003 and
deals with the national ABM
(anti-ballistic missile policy),
notes that the projected system
should shield the United States
and their allies from accidental

missile launches, as well as single
terrorist-launched missiles. This
system cannot threaten the secu-
rity of other countries, including
Russia, the document reads.

Advanced systems

However, Alexei Arbatov, dir-
ector of the Centre of Political
and Military Forecasts (Russian
Academy of Sciences), believes
that the advanced US ABM sys-
tem is, in reality, spearheaded
against Russia and China becau-
se it will apparently shield the
entire US territory. This was pre-
viously forbidden by Article 1 of
the 1972 Soviet-US ABM Treaty.
Washington admits that Russia
and China are iust about the onlv

5 ;ﬁﬂ
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countries that could launch a
hypothetical  nuclear - strike
against North America in the
coming decades.

The Russian leadership has
repeatedly stated that. it-will opt
for an asymmetrical response if
the United States goes, ahead

with its ABM pmgramme In
other words, Russia does not in-
tend to deploy new ABM-system
elements immediately. On the
contrary, Moscow will attach
priority to strategic offensive
arms, enhancing their anti-ABM
capabilities all the same, while
new combat options will also be
chosen. Moreover, this country
will prepare to conduct active
operations against the most vul-
nerable “enemy” ABM-system
components to neutralise them.
Sergei Ivanov and Vladimir Pu-
tin will discuss all these aspects in
early 2004.

Strategic offensive and defen-
sive arms are inter-dependent,
constituting an integral system of

ENTIAL

|angue

strategic arms. It is no coinci-
dence that the SALT-1 Treaty and
the ABM Treaty were both sign-
ed on 26 May, 1972. Russia con-
tinues to believe that the ABM
Treaty considerably slowed down
the arms race and enhanced
strategic stability. This document
had great significance because
any potential aggressor, whieh
lacked a territorial ABM system.
was bound to suffer grievously as
a result of a retaliatory, albeit
limited, nuclear strike. Consequ-
ently, anyone who launched first
was going to die second. This was
the gist of the MAD (Mutual
Assured Destruction) concept,
which minimised the chances of
an all-out nuclear war.

Readiness

Russia will now have to rely on
the retaliatory strike concept
more actively than before, while
it will also have to maintain
considerable part of its nuclear
forces in a state of permanemt
readiness. These forced measur-
es will not enhance nuclear
security, nor will they rule out
any accidental nuclear conflict,:;

It is an open secret that no
country can build a safe world fc
itself to the detriment of othér
countries. This was proved by the
horrendous 11 September. 2001
terrorist attacks in New York and
Washington. Consequently, Rus-
sia and the United States must
launch a constructive dialogue.
discussing strategic-stability is-
sues in line with the START-
ABM format. This is the only
way to prevent another round of
the arms race and to cut the
available nuclear arsenals to
reasonable levels. .- <



