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t is a sad reflection on the administration in Bihar that

Supreme Court has to intervene to deal with the
phenomenon of Pappu Yadav. The apex court has now
sought the CBI’s opinion on whether the man accused in the
murder of a CPI-M leader ought to be shifted to another jail
in Bihar or outside the state. The CBI has not distinguished
itself in expediting cases against Lalu Prasad. The RID MP,
now in jail, is a protege of the man now running Bihar by
proxy and who desperate for another term in the assembly
elections. For this, Lalu needs the active support of people
like Pappu who had secured bail by questionable means to
campaign for Lalu at Madhepura. It cannot be in Lalu’s
interest to see his crony being shifted to a jail outside the
state — perhaps in BJP-ruled Jharkhand — where the jail
authorities are likely to be bound by the rule book.

All this wouldn’t have been necessary if Pappu hadn’t
been seen to be given special treatment at Beur when a raid
was conducted on orders from the Court. Evidence was
found not only against the accused who was discovered to
have been using cell phones to talk to politicians and offi-
cials without anyone’s permission, but also against jail staff
obliged to protect the sanctity of the law. Now Lalu jumps
to Pappu’s defence with the extraordinary argument that
machines cannot identify the place from where the call is
made after a cellphone was discovered hidden in Pappu’s
shoe. Where Lalu has so much to answer for on the spate of
kidnappings and extortions, it is not surprising that he will
be looking for escape routes. But this is clearly a matter of
public safety. The least the Centre and CBI can do is to exa-
mine the Supreme Court’s communication on shifting the
incorrigible gang leader, now in jail, in the right spirit. Social
remedy is more important than a mere reprieve for Lalu.
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CRIMINALS IN CPI-
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T is ironical th\at yoti Basu, who once used to say

routinely with considerable sarcasm that

\ underworld dons were to be found in bourgeois parties
' like Trinamul Congress and Congress has now begun
to admit publicly and from party platforms that the
state CPI-M too was infested with criminals. What the
veteran Marxist said recently at the Burdwan district
conference did not come as a surprise as, for the past
decade, Marxist comrades in ever increasing numbers
have been in the news for fund defalcation, extortion,
rape, murder, smuggling, black-marketing to girl
1| running. Basu blamed criminals for joining the party
to feather their nests and threatened to throw them
out if they did not mend their ways. None took the
former chief minister’s comments seriously since they
were playing to the gallery.

Basu knows that the party without the “help”~of
Dulals, Anups and “hathkata” Dilips can not score
“landslide” victories in successive panchayat, muni-
cipal, assembly and parliamentary polls. Today these
dons and not ordinary voters are absolutely indis-
pensable for Marxist electoral victories in large parts

f the state.

They are gradually becoming the party’s mainstay.
What is more the party has begun to admit this
officially. It did this at the recent organisational
meeting in Dum Dum where it admitted that at south
Dum Dum municipal poll, party comrades ensured a
sweeping victory, which had tarnished the party’s
image. That contractors, realtors and land grabbers
were increasingly calling the shots within the party
was also admitted at various recent party conferences
including the one at Nadia.

The question that naturally arises is what is the
party leadership doing to stem the rot. The answer is,
little. In many parts of Bengal the leadership have
little control over their comrades whose depredations
have directly contributed to the sudden rise and
geometrical spread of the non-existent Maoists in the
state.

Police reports show that the Maoists are now getting
not only material help but also moral support from
those within, who are thoroughly disgusted with the
compromises with Marxian principles. The raging
factional feud in the party more over loaves and fishes
than on political principles has begun to undermine
the party’s credibility so much that some veterans are
unsure about its future.

The party in its keenness to expand and spread its
influence overnight has let in elements for which the
leadership have to take the entire blame. If leaders like
Basu, instead of abusing Benoy Choudhury, had
carefully heeded complaint that the party was being
run by contractors, the party’s image would not have
suffered such an irreparable damage. Are Basu and his
party getting wiser?

S

19 3ec spps THE STATESMAN



A

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Patna, Dec. 13: Days after the
unprecedented raids on jails
in Bihar, Patna High Court
today directed the Bihar in-
spector-general (prisons) to
submit on Wednesday details
of all calls made from mobile
phones seized by the police
and a plan to put a brake
on crimes conducted from

behind bars.
The court also asked all
three mobile service

providers in the state — Re-
liance Telecom, Reliance Info-
comm and BSNL — to report
before it on the same day the
steps they take before issuing
fresh connections.

On December 8, the high
court had instructed the Bihar
government to raid the 55 pris-
ons in the state and seize all ar-
ticles — especially mobile

phones — the in-
mates kept in vio-
lation of rules.
The raids were
conducted by
Bihar Military
Police personnel.

While the
catch was limited
to a few mobile
phones and charg-
ers, besides some
“pleasure” items
like condoms and
a VCD player, the
seizure of a phone used by
Madhepura MP Pappu Yadav
from Beur Central Jail made
stunning revelations.

The call list showed that
Yadav had been making fre-
quent calls to ministers and
senior officers in the state.

While hearing the Indian
Medical Association (IMAY's
public interest litigation

Pappu Yadav

today, the court di-
rected IG (pris-
oNns) Deepak
umar Singh to
? submit detailed
reports of calls
made from the
seized cellphones,

“The  court
wanted to know
what action has
been taken after
the seizure of cell-
phones. It also
asked all mobile
service providers in Bihar to
explain the mechanism they
use to verify the identity of
subscribers,” Singh said.

A division bench headed
by Chief Justice Nagendra
Rai observed that politicians
with criminal antecedents are
found in all parties of the
state. It asked Singh to prepare
adetailed plan to check crimes
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conducted by inmates of jails
inBihar.

Singh admitted that some
jail officers of lower rank are
hand-in-glove with inmates
and help them acquire banned
articles like phones and drugs.
“We are in the process of iden-
tifying those jail officials who
pander to the inmates for
some reason or the other. We
will give them exemplary pun-
ishment,” he said.

Advocate M.P. Gupta, who
has taken up the case on the
IMA’s behalf, said after last
week’s prison raids, the gov-
ernment could act tough if it
wanted to.

The court also directed the
deputy inspector-general of
West Champaran range to in-
quire into the allegation that a
local superintendent of police
had lodged a fake murder case
against areporter.
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Patna, December 12

THE PRINT-OUT of calls of
the mobile phone seized
from controversial RJID MP
Rajesh Rajan alias Pappu
Yadav during raids on Beur
jail has revealed that a as
many as 670 calls were made
in November — about 22
calls a day.

According to the print-
out of the calls from mobile
phone number 3126926, 284
calls where made in the first
fortnight of the month and
386 calls where made in the
second fortnight.

The phone, registered in
the name of the MP’s sister,
Anita Ranjan, was found
hidden in Yadav’s shoe on
December 8 in the jail in a
prison administration cr-
ackdown on criminals run-
ning kidnapping and extor-
tion activities from behind
the bars.

The print-out of the calls
made by the Madhepura
MP revealed that he had
talks with Bihar Jail Min-
ister Raghvendra Pratap
Singh and many other min-
isters of the Rabri Devi
Cabinet, including Irriga-
tion Minister Jagdanand

fro

Agencies
Biharsharif December 12

PLAYING DOWN the con-
troversy over incarcerated
RJD MP Pappu Yadav call-
ing Bihar Ministers and of-
ficials on mobile phone,
RJD chief and Railway
Minister Laloo Yadav to-
day argued there is no ma-
chine, which could identi-
fy the place from where
one is making a call.

““Is there any machine
which can identify the
place from where one is
making a call to someone”,
Yadav said addressing a
function after inaugura-
tion of 400 KV double cir-
cuit of Khalgoan-Bihar-
sharif transmission line.

“Likewise one can call
even a judge”, Yadav said

o a8 VBN
Laloo downplays mobile fuss

Laloo Yadav
What's in a call?

and flayed the media for
highlighting negative thi-
ngs at the cost of positive
ones. “Good days for Bihar
have come with the RJD
being in power in the state
and at the Centre”, he said.

Singh and  Minister of

State for Power Shyam
Razak, from inside Beur
jail, where he is lodged in

connection with murder of
CPI-M MLA Ajit Sarkar in
1998. '

The calls lasted half-a-

1306 M NDIAN Expprss

majail cell

minute to 20 minutes, the
print-out showed.

Calls were also made
from the seized mobile
phone to Yadav’s wife and
Lok Janshakti Party MP
from Saharsa, Ranjeeta
Ranjan.

Many officials in Mad-
hepura, Saharsa and else-
where were also contacted
from the same phone, as per
the print-out which was
made available to the press
here by the jail authorities.

Print-outs of the mobile
phone seized from the Mad-
hepura MP during a raid at
Beur Jail on Wednesday last
revealed he had talked to
Jail Minister Raghvendra
Pratap Singh and other min-
isters from behind bars.

Bad power scenario: The
Union Power minister, PM.
Sayeed, admitted that the |
power scenario in Bihar was |
bad in comparison to other |
states and said the Centre !
was taking measures to im- f
prove the situation. The
Centre has approved Rs 365
crore for strengthening
transmission in Bihar be- f
sides a sum of Rs 765 crore |
has been okayed for rural
power projects in the state,
he said today in Biharsharif. :
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Statesman News Service

AN

KOLKATA, Nov. 1. — Mr Hl_lk_aypn

(T (o

Ir

refused to comment on the transfer.
“Ask the IG (Law and Order) and you
will know,” was his reply when asked if
it was a reward or punishment for
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A I have never mgt hathkata
<o Dilip, claims Subhas

KOLKATA, Oct. 29. — State
spotts minister Mr Subhas Chak-
raborty today denied accusations
hurled against him by the family
of Sasthi Duley, East Bengal soc-
cer player, about asking them to
provide shelter to Dilip Banerjee
alias hathkata Dilip.

“I have never met or seen
hathkata Dilip. 1 have heard of
him. He is a criminal. Those link-
ing me with him are out to malign
my reputation,” the minister said.
He categorically said that he does
not think Sasthi Duley can be
blamed for Dilip’s activity.

“I don’t find any fault with
Duley. If a criminal visits a per-
son’s house it is not the latter’s
fault. If anything is found against
him, his club can take action
against him,” he said.

With all the leaders of the state
CPI-M away in Delhi, no “offi-
cial” comment was available at
Alimuddin Street. Forward Bloc
state secretary Mr Ashok Ghosh,
however, did not hesitate to take

a shot at his ally. “I do not know
who is behind this (sheltering
Dilip). But the person responsi-
ble should be brought to book,”
he said.

The CPI, however, preferred to
remain silent. CP1-M sources said
that state leaders, including sec-
retary Mr Anil Biswas, will return
early next month after the meet-
ing of the party’s Central commit-
tee.

The  Trinamul  Congress
charged chief minister Mr Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee, saying
that “he is heading a government
which has tainted and criminal
ministers”.

Reacting to East Bengal foot-
baller Duley’s comment that
Hathkata Dilip had been provid-
ed shelter in his house following
Mr  Subhas  Chakraborty’s
instructions, the Trinamul leader-
ship said that the chief minister,
should either dismiss Mr
Chakraborty from the Cabinet or
step down from the his post.

Leader of the Opposition Mr
Pankaj Banerjee said: “It is a
shame to hear that a CPI-M min-

ister had been providing shelter
to a dreaded criminal, For the
first time the needle of suspicion
had pointed towards Mr Subhas
Chakraborty when armed crimi-
nals were arrested from Salt Lake
stadium. But the chief minister
took no action against him. Now,
a footballer said that the minister
is involved in this. The CPM-
criminal nexus has once again
been exposed. It appears that the
chief minister is leading the crim-
inals.”

Mr Chakraborty’s cabinet col-
league, Mr Abdur Rezzak
Mollah, said: “Ministers should
keep away from corrupt elements
and if any minister or political
leader gets involved with any such
person, both the party and the
government’s image get tar-
nished.” Mr Mollah was reacting
to charges against Mr
Chakraborty who was accused by
Duley’s family of providing shel-
ter to hathkata Dilip. Without
elaborating, Mr Mollah said:
“Subhas, unlike other political
leaders, stands by those who
serve his purpose.”
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Kolkata, October 5§

HT Correspondent _ ('1( Q
TN

ALREADY EMBROILED in
several crime and sleaze con-
troversies, the CPI(M) was
again left red-faced today as

the police arrested a senior .

party zonal committee mem-
ber for the sensational murder
of Dr Sushil Pal.

Biswajyoti Bose, who was
also the secretary of Bally’s
Sebayatan nursing home, was
held with three of his staff for
allegedly strangling and stab-
bing Dr Pal to death on July 2
before dumping his body in

The gynaecologist was mur-
dered because he refused to
carry out an illegal abortion
on a woman five-and-a-half-
months pregnant at the nurs-
ing home, the police said.

An embarrassed CPI(M),
tainted recently by a sex trade
racket involving party MP Jy-
otirmoyee Sikdar’s husband
Avtar Singh, summarily ex-
pelled Bose and Shuvonarayan
Ghosh, another party member,
CPI(M) state secretary Anil
Biswas told reporters. Asked if
the two were involved in the
murder, Left Front chairman

Biman Bose said, “They might
be involved in a criminal
case.” That the expulsions
came in the midst of a party
conference — an unusual step
— betrays the CPI(M)’s fear
that the development could se-
verely tarnish its image.

The police have also sus-
pended Uttarpara OC De-
bashis Chakravorty following
a CID report of his alleged
links with the criminals who
murdered Dr Pal. The CID was
investigating the murder.

The arrests are the latest ina
series of revelations of how the
ruling party’s men are getting

NI
“CPM ma arrested in doc’s r\I\Illé{;dGI‘ case

Me Saraswati Khal, Howrah.

creasingly involved in crime.
Dulal Banerjee, the all power-
ful leader from Sinthee and
Cossipore and a CPI(M) local
committee member, ran an ex-
tortion racket till his luck ran
out after a double murder.

Before the Avtar sex racket
scandal, two gangsters from
North 24-Parganas, Bultan and
Palash, were arrested. Bultan,
held for two murders and a da-
coity, was close to top district
CPI(M) leaders. Palash, an ex-
tortionist, allegedly enjoyed the
patronage of a minister.

See also Kolkata Live




Pappu gives up,

sent to Beurjail
Qs M ek 8T

Nov2 date with CBI cou /

Press Trust of India

e HIDUST

Patna, October 5
RJD CANDIDATE iﬁ Ma-
dhepura Lok Sabha'const-

ituency by-poll, Rajesh
Ranjan alias Pappu Yadav
was on Tuesday sent to
the high security Beur
jail following his surren-
der to a CBI court here.

Pappu Yadav went to
court and surrendered
before designated Judge
JX. Sen who forwarded
him to Beur jail in accor-
dance with the Supreme
Court directive in connec-
tion with the CPI-M MLA
Ajit Sarkar murder case.

The CBI court directed
the jail authorities to en-
sure medical check-up of
Yadav and produce him
before it on November 2.

Earlier, talking to repo-
rters, Yadav expressed
unflinching faith in the
judiciary and said he was
confident of being acquit-
ted. He even exuded confi-
dence that he would eme-
rge victorious in the Oc-
tober 13 by-polls in Mad-
hepura.

After the apex court or-
der, Yadav had on Satur-
day wanted to surrender
before the police or the
SDJM, but both didn’t ac-
cept his surrender.

The Supreme Court
had on October 1 can-
celled the bail of Pappu

PTi

AV

Pappu Yadav
Surrenders

Yadav granted by the Pat-
na High Court and asked
him to surrender to ap-
propriate authorities.

A Bench comprising
Justice N. Santosh Hedge
and Justice S.B. Sinha
taking note of the submi-
ssions by senior advocate
Raju Ramchandran ap-
pearing for Sarkar's youn-
ger brother Kalyan, who
filed the petition, had or-
dered Pappu to surrender
before the authorities
forthwith and directed
them to lodge him in jail.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) sup-
ported the petitioner.

The apex court had on
two occasions cancelled
the bail granted to Pappu
by the high court in the
same case and had re-
fused bail to him on four
occasions.
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SCissues notice to Lalu

in fodder 5Cam.c

me\f‘
Our Political ureau 7
© 'NEWDELHI 1 OCYOBER cused in the scam.

jor embarrassment for the Centre, the
Supreme Court on Fridayissued notices
to the railway minister, his wife and Bihar
chief minister Rabri Devi and the Centre on
a PIL alleging that efforts are being made by
the UPA government to interfere in the judi-
cial process in the multi-crore fodder scam.
The PIL had alleged that the recent deci-
sion to change public
prosecutors and a tribu-
nal member in the mul-
ti-crore fodder scam was
aimed at helping the
powerful politicians in-
volved in the case.
Notices were also is-
sued to the CBIand the e
CBDT on the petition £
filed by JD(U) MP Ra-
jeev Ranjan Singh “Lal- P4
lan” and BJP leader |
Sushil Modi, seeking
quashing of the bail §
granted to Lalu Yadav
and his wife, both ac-
cused in the fodder scam case. The SC notice
will naturally given credence to the allega-
tions from the rival side that the Manmohan
Singh regime has been taking proactive
steps to help the tainted minister in the Cab-
inet. A Bench comprising Justice $.N. Varia-
va and Justice H.K. Sema asked all the re-
spondents to file their responses within two
weeks. Appearing for the petitioners, senior
advocate Mukul Rohtagi alleged that since
the UPA government, of which RID is a
coalition partner, came to power at the Cen-
tre, concerted efforts are being made to scut-
tle the probe and trialin the fodder scam cas-
esby changing the investigating officers and

I Nablowto Lalu Prasad Yadav and a ma-

The Economic Times

ﬁSE...

AT
public pros‘é rs as Mr Yadav i 1s akey ac-

He also alleged that the income tax appel-
late tribunal (ITAT) at Patna quashed the
claims running into fakhs of rupees of the I-
T department against Lalu Prasadin a “sus-
picious” and “hurried” manner.

Citing specific instances, the petition ac-
cused that the CBI’s public prosecutors who
were proving to be inconvenient to Mr Ya-
dav and his wife were replaced by “chosen
ones.” Oma Shankar Sharma, a former legal

- =, advisor of Delhi Police,
substituted the two pub-
lic prosecutors including
Rakesh Kumar at a time
when the trial had en-
tered in crucial phase in
Patna and Ranchi
courts.

Requesting the court
to reinstate the prosecu-
tors who were handling
the fodder-scam cases in
the trial court for the
past several years, the
petitioners said the court
should direct that no
d prosecutor or any CBI
officer attached with investigation and trial
of these scam cases should be removed.

The ITAT member (judicial) R X. Tyagi,
who was hearing Rabri Devi‘sappeal against
income tax department order penalising her
for tax violations, was sent on a deputation
for two weeks as he was “proving to be diffi-
cult.” Mr Rohatgi alleged. P. Mohanarajan,
who was on the verge of retirement, re-
placed him. The new tribunal member al-
legedly took up only two cases involving Bi-
har’s first couple, even though the matter
had been heard by another Bench, finished
the hearing within two weeks and passed an
orderin favour of them, the petition alleged.

2 0CT 2004
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By Our Special Correspondent

BANGALORE, SEPT. 7. The Bharati-
ya Janata Party president, M.
Venkaiah Naidu, said today that
“at least now, the Prime Minis-
ter, Manmohan Singh, should
drop the “tainted” Ministers in
his Government and save his
Ministry from “further dis-
grace.” At a press conference
here, Mr. Naidu alleged that the
Prime Minister was dodging the
demand on one pretext or the
! other.

But now that the BJP, through
.the Uma Bharti issue, had
{ shown the way, he should im-
mediately drop the “tainted”
Ministers, failing which the Op-
position National Democratic
Alliance would continue its
agitation.

The country, he said, was
awaiting the Government'’s re-
sponse with regard to Ministers
facing charges of heinous
crimes.

Asked whether Ms. Uma
Bharti had been made a “sacri-
ficial goat” by the party leader-
ship, Mr. Naidu said that this

/‘\s\ﬁeisth/ep!éserve of the Con-

s “élP reiterates
@‘ demand on
tamted’ Ministers

o)

Appreciating Ms. Bharti's sac-
rifice (she gave up the office of
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter), Mr. Naidu said that she had
a bright future, as she was a dy-
namic party activist.

Cause for concern

Turning to the latest report of
the Census Commissionet of In- -
dia, he said the country’s demo-
graphics as per the report was a
cause for “grave concern,” par-
ticularly with the decline in the
rate of growth of the Hindu pop-
ulation in contrast to the growth
of the Muslim population. The
BJP, he said, was in favour of the
adoption of uniform population
control norms by different com-
munities. Any imbalance would
be an unhealthy trend, he said
and emphasised that family
planning was the need of the
hour for all communities.

The political leadership had
to face that challenge and come
up with a realistic approach.

Mr. Naidu said that combined
with the alarming phenomenon
of “invasion” by infiltrators
from Bangladesh, this imbal-
ance posed even more serious
questions of a long-term nature.

et
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Bharti freed
as cases are

oA~

Withdrawn

Times News NETWORK

Hubli/Bangalore: The Judi-
cial Magistrate First Class II
Court in Hubli on Monday or-
dered unconditional release
of former Madhya Pradesh
chief minister Uma Bharti in
connection with a decade-old
Idgah rioting case.

JMFC II judge Mohammed
Ismail, in his brief order, al-
lowed the application sub-

S
Tiranga Yatra. “If the yatra
leads to any law and order
problem, I will have to con-
sult my officers on taking ac-
tion,” he added.

In Hubli, the magistrate re-
Jected all the subsequent ap-
plications including the lat-
est written submission made
by assistant public prosecu-
tor 8. Nagendra, who had
contended that Uma’s release
would lead to law and order

mitted by the prosecution in problem across the country.
2002 for withdrawal of crimi- The court also rejected a
nal charges bunch of

> Party workers jubliant, Page 9

against
Uma and 21 others in pur-
suance of the Karnataka gov-
ernment’s cabinet decision.

Soon after the orders were
passed, the BJP in Bangalore
withdrew its satyagraha,
which was being attended by
a galaxy of its leaders every
day. However, the September
8 rally to be addressed by for-
mer prime minister A.B. Vaj-
bayee has been converted
into a victory raily.

Reacting to her release,
chiéf minister N, Dharam
Singh said he had no objee-

‘tions to Uma taking out

five appli-
cations submitted by social
activists, including journal-
ist Gauri Lankesh, challeng-
ing the Karnataka govern-
ment’s decision to withdraw
the cases. Bharti ruled out
coming back as chief minis-
ter of Madhya Pradesh and
launched a scathing attack
on Congress president Sonia
Gandhi saying the case was a
“revenge” by her.

With this, the curtains
were drawn on the con-
tentious case against Uma

~and the ensuing long- drawn
agitation across the state.

m
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Prison Diary' Sannyasin Refuses To Seek Bail

/

Uma in custody atter

day l@hg /(ram ride

Flak Bmm Uma Bham at the Hubli railway station in
Karnataka on Wednesday. — AP

Our Political Bureau

~ BANGALORE 25 AUGUST

JP'S firebrand Uma Bhar-
B ti, who relinquished the

chief ministership of Mad-
hya Pradesh on Monday and
travelled all the way from Bhopal
to Karnataka by train, surren-
dered before the Hubili judicial
magistrate first class (JMFC) Mo-
hammed Ismail on Wednesday
morning in response to a non-
bailable warrant and was re-
manded to judidal custody for 14
days till September 7. Though Ms
Bharti was 10 be incarcerated in

the Hubli sub-jail consequent to
the warrantissued against herin a
criminal case for rioting, violence
and communal clashes for the
sangh parivar's agitation for hoist-
ing the national tricolour at the
disputed idgah Maidan on Inde-
pendence Day in 1994 leading to
the deaths of five persons, she
was shifted to Belgaum jail in
view of security considerations on
accountof her “Z” category status.

Soon after being remanded to
judicial custody Ms Bharti de-
clared to waiting reporters out-
side the JMFC court that she ac-
cepted the court order.

The Economic Times

Lalu hints at
deal between

Cong, Uma

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELH1 25 AUGUST

THE Congress’ handling of the
warrant against Uma Bharti on

! Wednesday came in for attack

from an unlikely quater - Union
railway minister Laloo Prasad Ya-
dav. The railway minister said the
Congress-controlled Kranataka
government’s decision not to ap#
rest the former Madhya Pra%
chief minister smacked of a7tacit
understanding” between her and
the Dharam Singh goverment.

“1eel there was a tacit under-
standing between Uma Bharti
and the Congress government in
Karnataka,” Mr Yadav told re-
porters. Angry with the Congress
government for allowing her to
carry out what he termed a “dra-
ma”, Mr Yadav said the state ad-
minsitration did not act on the
NBW issued by the Hubli court.

But Mr Singh defended his ad-
minsitration’ stand saying that his
government did not want to
show any discouniesey 10 Ms
Bharti, who agreed to reach Hubli
to surrender before the court.

26 NG A



N

ﬁhé% sent

to judicial
-Ym/ N (\\' o
%gustoay in Belgaum

Hubli: Former Madhya Pradesh chief “I accept the court order with pleas-
minister Uma Bharti surrendered on ure and honour. I can sacrifice my life
Wednesday before alocal court, which for the honour of the national tri-
sent her to 14 days’ judicial custody af- colour. I am ready to go to jail,” said
ter she did not seek bail. Bharti willbe bharti outside the court chamber,
lodged in the Belgaum jail instead of flanked by Karnataka BJP unit presi-

considered inadequate in
view of the ‘Z’ category of
security provided to her,
official sources said.
During the court pro-
ceedings, Bharti’s counsel
made a plea to allow her .
domestic assistant and per-
sonal assistant to visit her
to attend to her medical re-
quirements, to which the
court agreed. After Tues-
day’s suspense over whether the Kar-
nataka police would arrest her, Bharti,
chose to surrender before the judicial
first class magistrate Mohammad Is-
mail. The BJP announced a day-long
bandh on Thursday in Karnataka and

Madhya Pradesh to express solidarity

i with the feisty ‘sanyasin’.

THE

il 0p INCIA

Hubli sub-jail where facilities were dent Ananth Kumar and leader of the

< opposition in the state as-
sembly B S Yediyurappa.

Security was tight in the
court and elsewhere in the
city including the Idgah
Maidan, where her attempt
to hoist the national flag on
Independence Day in defi-
ance of prohibitory orders
triggered violence that led
" to police firing and killing
. of five people and injuries
to several others.

Bhartiya Janata Yuva Morcha
(BJYM) said a “satyagrah” would be
staged in Hubli from August 30 to Sep-
tember 25 wherein workers from every
nook and corner of the country would
try to create awareness on the tri-
colour. Agencies
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THE BHARATIYA JANATA Party ought to have
known better than\to go after the so-called taint-
ed Ministers in the Manmohan Singh Govern-
ment. With so many of its own distinguished
members in the dock for one transgression or
another, it was only in the fitness of things that
the principal Opposition party tasted some of the
medicine it was seeking so enthusiastically to ad-
minister to the ruling benches. In the event, the
law has caught up with star BJP performer and
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Uma Bharti; she
finds herself chased by the instrument of arrest
warrant in an almost comic replay of the drama
involving former Coal Minister Shibu Soren. To
be sure, Ms. Bharti has submitted her resignation
— but predictably the letter has gone to party
president Venkaiah Naidu rather than the Gover-
nor. Whether this is just histrionics or the party
plans to spin it out into a longer political road-
show will be known on Monday. Unfortunately
for the BJP leadership; there are far too many
similarities between the two cases. Mr. Soren is
dogged by a three-decade-old massacre case
linked to the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha’s cam-
paign for a separate State. Ms. Bharti stands ac-
cused in a ten-year-old case that emanated from
the BJP’s forcible attempts to hoist the national
flag at the Idgah maidan in Hubli in Karnataka.
If the Coal Minister was compelled to resign
from the Union Cabinet because he was charged
with murder, the Chief Minister’s alleged offenc-
es are no small change: she faces charges of riot-
ing and attempt to murder. Worse, she has
obstinately evaded the law, dodging as many as
18 non-bailable arrest warrants issued by the ma-
gistrate’s court in Hubli. The court’s frustration
at being unable to secure her presence is evident
from the proclamation it issued at one time for
attachment of her property. This is not to pro-

. ‘/\(‘)\;W
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nounce judgment on either cas;\let a comment
on the politics behind the current spate of arrest
warrants will be in order. The BJP has long insist-
ed on drawing a distinction between criminal and
political cases. The demolition of the Babri Mas-
jid was a despicable and vile crime in many
senses and the killings and acts of arson perpe-
trated in its aftermath were horrendous. Yet the
BJP maintained that the criminal cases that arose
out of the December 6, 1992 outrage were ‘politi-
cal’ in nature and motive. The party has since
tried to seize the moral high ground by insisting
that ‘criminal’ cases against its leaders are politi-
cal cases while ‘criminal cases’ involving its op-
ponents are precisely what the term connotes.

The August 1994 rioting in Hubli, which result-
ed in the death of six persons in police firing and
charges being filed against Ms. Bharti and others,
was not an isolated occurrence. It was the culmi-
nation of a hate campaign in Karnataka. Perhaps
aware of the long-term implications of allowing |
this problem to fester, the S.M. Krishna Govern-
ment issued a government order in January 2002
seeking to withdraw all the ten cases filed in Au-
gust 1994. With the lower court declining to ac-
cept the plea with regard to Ms. Bharti’s case,
revision petitions were filed earlier this year by
Ms. Bharti and the Karnataka Government in the
District and Sessions Court in Hubli. Ms. Bharti’s
troubles flow from the present State Govern-
ment’s decision to withdraw the revision petition.
A high-level Karnataka police team is being sent
to Bhopal to execute the non-bailable warrant on
the Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister. No one, not
even the Congress Party, will deny the political
motive behind the reversal. But the BJP, which is
trying to cloak l'affaire Idgah in the tricolour of
pride, nationalism, and patriotism, can hardly
complain. ’
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Bhopal/Bangalore, Aug.
22: The “tainted” Franken-
stein unleashed by the BJP
has turned its might on its
master, triggering a chain
of events that has left Uma
Bharti tottering on her
chief minister’s chair.

The Madhya Pradesh
chief minister, who had yes-
terday kept her options open
by sending a quit letter to her
party president, said tonight
that she would hand over the
resignation papers to the
governor tomorrow.

The turnaround came a
few hours after the Congress-
led government in Karnataka,
where Uma is facing a decade-
old rioting case, declared that
a police team led by a woman
would reach Bhopal tomorrow
with a non-bailable warrant.

The Karnataka govern-
ment did not specify whether
the brief of the police team is
confined to serving the war-
rant or it involves arresting
the chief minister.

nf‘é\%/

However, the inclusion of a
woman officer, superinten-
dent of police D. Roopa, in the
four-member team carrying
the warrant fuelled specula-
tion that Uma would be arrest-
ed. The chief minister, too,
seemed to be preparing for the
worst, saying the government
would accord a “warm wel-
come” to the police officials
and treat them in a “proper
and courteous manner”.

The BJP high command in
Delhi also appeared to have
given up efforts to dissuade
Uma, who stormed to power
with a landslide victory, from
quitting. The party’s parlia-
mentary board was supposed,

to meet tomorrow in the
evening to take a decision on
Uma after a court hearing con-
cludes but has rescheduled the
meeting to the morning.

The central leadership,
which had made the issue of
“tainted” ministers its main
plank against the Congress-
led government at the Centre
and wrested the resignation of
coal minister Shibu Soren, is
expected to concentrate its
firepower on the other Union
ministers under a legal
shadow

Uma is expected to launch
a tiranga yatra across the
country to drive home the
point that the case against her

with warrant
Uma reels

THE COUNTDOW

related to hoisting the Tri-
colour. The controversial flag-
hoisting programme on Au-
gust 15, 1994, on an Idgah
maidan had fomented riots,
killing seven people.

In Bhopal, 24 ministers of
the 35-strong Uma ministry
put in their papers in a show of
solidarity with their besieged
leader.

Uma said she spoke to
leader of the Opposition L.K.
Advani on phone and urged
him to decide her successor
at the parliamentary board
meeting.

The sessions court at Hubli
will decide tomorrow on the
Karnataka government’s plea
to take back its revision peti-
tion filed in 2002 that had
sought to withdraw cases
agamst all 22 accused, includ-
ing Uma.

As the drama unfolded
today, Uma was busy hopping
from one place of worship to
another in temple town Ujjain.
The chlef minister spent
hours at § .ahakal temple of
Shiva. *
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Warrant on Uma
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HT Correspondent
New Delhi, August 20

THE BJP’S strategy of targeting

“‘tainted” ministers seems to
have boomeranged. Backed by
the Congress, the RJD today de-
manded Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Uma Bharti’s resigna-
tion in both Houses of Parlia-
ment after a Karnataka court is-
sued a non-bailable warrant
against her on Thursday, forcing
the BJP to convene a meeting of
its parliamentary board on Mon-
day to decide her fate.

The warrant was issued
against Bharti in connection
with a case filed in 1995 for
spearheading protests in Hubli.
There were rumours that Bharti
had put in her papers, but she
denied these reports after a
meeting with senior party
leader L.K. Advani.

The Karnataka police in 1994
filed cases against Bharti and 21
others for spearheading protests
that called for unfurling the Tri-
colour at the Idgah Maidan. This
led to violence and police firing
in which four people were Kkilled.
In 2002, the state government
withdrew most criminal cases,
except two — including the one
against Bharti.

Bharti also claimed the war-
rant was politically motivated,
pointing out that the last Con-
gress government in Karnataka
had withdrawn the case against
her.

While discussing the contro-
versy, the BJP will also try to for-
mulate a damage-control strategy.
Party chief M. Venkaiah Naidu
said on Friday the future course
of action would be decided after
studying all aspects of the case.
The parliamentary board would
wait for the verdict of the court
that will hear the case on Tuesday.

BJP sources indicated, howev-

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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Uma Barti Hard times

er, that the leadership might ask
Bharti to step down. This, they
said, would help the party gain
the moral high ground and si-
multaneously get rid of a num-
ber of controversies in the state.
If that happens, parliamentary
board member and party MP
Shivraj Singh Chauhan could be
named her successor.

Brother bother

As if the warrant crisis wasn’t
enough, Bharati’s elder brother
Swami Prasad Lodhi today began
his fast unto death demanding ex-
pulsion of three “corrupt” minis-
ters from the state Cabinet. Just
short of launching a direct attack
on the Chief Minister herself,
Lodhi said he had undertaken the
fast to open her eyes to the cor-
rupt ministers. Lodhi was re-
moved as chairman of State Civil

Supplies Corporation earlier this
month on corruption charges/

71 MG 20N
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New Delhi: The supreme court on Friday took strong ex-
: ception to the income tax department’s de-

900 crore fodder scam case, in which rail-
| ways minister Lalu Prasad is an accused,
# and observed that the “government wants
to protect an important person”.

Dipesh Chandak, who used to supply

i by the CBI on August 28, 1998 and was granted pardon.
i However, 16 months later, the IT department had launched
¢ prosecution against him for filing false returns.

¢ In2002, Chandak had challenged in the supreme court
i theIT department’s decision to prosecute him. However,
i during the the NDA government’s rule, both the CBI and
i the department were seeking adjournment of the case
: time and again on the ground that both would decide a
i common approach on the issue. A bench comprising of
: Justices S N Variava and A K Mathur took strong excep-
i tion when additional solicitor general K Pathak, appear-
i ing for the IT department, stated that his clients had de-
i cided to proceed with the case against Chandok.

: “It seems that the government wants to protect an im-
i portant person,” the bench observed.

i It also observed that with the change of the govern-
i ment at the centre “it seems that the government is
i changing its colours”

. Agencies
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cision to prosecute an approver in the Rs §

: material to the animal husbandry depart- §
: ment of Bihar, was made approver in the fodder scam case
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Tashmuddln IS ue
comes to haunt UPA

New Delhi/Patna: The “tainted minister” controversy
has come to haunt the UPA government
| following unearthing of the “absconder”
| status of yet another member of the Man-
mohan Singh ministry, minister of state
for agriculture Mohammed Taslimuddin.

The discovery of non-bailable arrest
1 warrants pending against Taslimuddin
was made by, as in the case of the ousted
cabinet minister Shibu Soren, BJP and
instantly set the stage for yet another skirmish with the
UPA when Parliament re-convenes on Monday. Taslimud-
din, a representative of Rashtriya Janata Dal, as well as the
party boss, railway minister Lalu Prasad, rejected BJP’s de-
mand that the former quit immediately. In contrast, Con-
gress’ response was low-key. Party spokesperson observed
that “law should be allowed to take its course” and that the
party would examine the whole matter. It is the second
time that the “history” of Taslimuddin, who has nine cas-
es pending against him, has triggered a conflict between
RJD and BJP. On the earlier occasion, in 1996, BJP’s pres-
sure forced the then PM H D Deve Gowda to ask for
Taslimuddin’s papers.

BJP’s salvo against the controversial minister came
from its vice president, Sushil Modi who faxed docu-
ments to both houses to argue that Taslimuddin is an ‘ab-
sconder’ in a criminal case, with a non-bailable warrant
of arrest pending against him, unenforced, since 1999. mn
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Ceritre keen on barring
<‘criminals from polls

-—
NEW DELHI, AUG. 8. Keen on de-

barring ‘“‘criminally-inclined”
persons from contesting elec-
tions, the Government is con-
templating  convening an
all-party meeting to arrive at a
consensus on the issue.

“Our intention is to see that
criminally-inclined persons
should not be allowed to con-
test elections. But in what fash-
ion that has to be done has to be
decided by all of us together,”
the Home Minister, Shivraj Pa-
til, told PTI today.

Asked whether the Govern-
ment proposes to convene an
all-party meeting on the Elec-
tion Commission’s suggestions
on electoral reforms, he said,
“Of course. We cannot decide
on our own without consulting
others.”

Complexities involved

Going into the complexities
of the problem and the practical
difficulties in carrying out the
Election Commission’s suggest-
ions, he said “unless we develop
a consensus, it is not going to
happen.”

Pointing out that many sug-

gestions had been given earlier, _

he said if the Government acted

on the basis of one suggestion,
it created difficulty.

Mr. Patil said suppose a per-
son was not allowed to contest
on the ground that a case had
been filed against him or her,
then “all good politicians”
would invite a flurry of cases
against them from opponents.

Rejecting the logic that a case
filed six months before the elec-
tions was enough ground to de-
bar a person from contesting,
he said opponents would file a
case one year before the polls.

Even the chargesheet could
not be treated as a strong
ground as there were instances
that people had been acquitted.
“In the chargesheet also there
are many people who may be
really guilty and who may not
be guilty at all,” he said.

Talks with Hurriyat

The Centre did not have any
rigid stand on talks with separa-
tist groups in Jammu and Kash-
mir and would talk to the
Hurriyat Conference with an
open mind, the Home Minister
said. ““The Hurriyat has difficul-
ties in coming for talks.”

Asked whether there would
be any conditions in holding

talks with the Hurriyat, Mr. Patil
countered ““I will say that there
will be no conditions except
that I will be talking within the
four walls of the Constitution.”

Naxalite issue

The Centre favoured a dia-
logue with naxals. “The Centre
favours talks but with some pre-
cautions” with naxalite groups
and its steps would only streng-
then peace and not militancy,
Mr. Patil said.

Solution to Ayodhya

“We have made our policy
very clear on Ayodhya. Let it be
decided by the courts and if
outside the courts it has to be
decided, let it be approved by
the court,” Mr. Patil said.

Asked if the Government was
not showing keenness to deal
with the issue, Mr. Patil said it
was willing to intervene if its ef-
forts produced results accept-
able to all.

“Supposing, we come to the
conclusion that it will get mud-
dier again, we shall have to be
careful,” he said, observing that
the Government’s intention was
not to keep quiet but to ensure
that hurdles were not created.
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JMM WILL NOT LEAVE COALITION

Shibu

Soren

S A n o
T A rESIg ns Mj,ﬂ”)/

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 24, The Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh, has
received the resignation of the
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha leader
and Coal Minister, Shibu Soren,
from the Cabinet. The letter of
resignation has been forwarded
to the President for acceptance.
Dr. Singh will hold the portfolio
till the vacancy is filled, most
probably by Stephen Marandi.
A Rashtrapati Bhavan release
later said that the President,
A.P.). Abdul Kalam, had accept-
ed Mr. Soren’s resignation on
the advice of the Prime

Minister.

Shibu Soren

The letter was handed over to
Dr. Singh this morning by Mr.
Soren’s son, Hemant, and three
JMM MPs, Sushil Kumar Maha-
to, Tepe Lal Mahato and Sudaru
Marandi. The JMM team was
accompanied by the Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister, Ghulam
Nabi Azad. According to Mr.
Azad, Mr. Soren has pointed out
that since there was a delay in
the processing of his bail appli-
cation, he had decided to re-
sign.

‘Motivated’

Official as well as Congress
sources were confident that the
JMM would continue to be a
member of the United Progres-

sive Alliance. The JMM leader-
ship, according to the Congress
sources, was fully aware that the
Bharatiya Janata Party raked up
the issue motivated by Jhark-
hand politics.

Mr. Azad defended the belea-
guered Shibu Soren, describing
the cases against him as “politi-
cally motivated.” He accused
Mr. Soren’s political opponents,
including the BJP, of being the
“real villain of the piece.”

‘No summons issued’

Mr. Azad suggested that the
manner in which the case
against Mr. Soren was handled
had left a lot to be desired.
“Warrants were issued straight-
away without even issuing sum-
mons, this is totally unheard
of.” Elaborating on the “politi-
cal conspiracy” charge, Mr.
Azad recalled that the Union
Home Minister, Shivraj Patil,
had sought a report from the
Jharkhand Government on
whether Mr. Soren was an “ab-
sconder” and he was told that it
was not the case. “ Within a day,
the DGP was changed and ar-
rest warrants were issued; if this
is not politically motivated what
else is?” he asked.

Mr. Azad expressed surprise
that Mr. Soren’s bail application
had not been taken up for hear-
ing even after a week, whereas
in normal cases judicial relief
was usually available within 24
hours. “Parliament is at a stand-
still, the issue involves a union
Minister; yet no notice is taken.
This is something all of us as
Indians must ponder over.” The
Minister, however, hastened to
add that he was not apportion-
ing any motives, but only stat-
ing the facts of the case.

Mr. Azad said the MPs had
assured the Prime Minister that
there was no change in the
JMM’s attitude towards the
Government and that they
would continue to support it.
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RANCHI/NEW
DELHI, July
22. — The crim-
inal writ peti-
. tion filed by the
Union minister
for. coal and
! mines, Mr Sibu
. Soren, will be
& heard tomorrow

: by Mr Justice
RK Merathla of Jharkhand High
Court. The case, which was listed
today, was deferred by a day as Mr
Justice Lakshman Uraon expressed
his inability to hear the matter.

Mr Uraon told Mr Soren’s lawyers
that it is beyond his jurisdiction to
hear this case since he was associated
with it in 1975. He was then a judicial
magistrate in Jamtara and had
recorded the dying declaration of
Lakhindra Soren. Mr Uraon told the
lawyers that they should move the
Chief Justice for a new date and
transfer of the case to another court.
Mr Soren’s lawyer, Mr RK Jain, then
approached the Chief Justice, Mr PKI
Balasubramanyan for listing the case

for Friday. The Chief Justice agreed.

Mr Soren might have to resign from
his post if he fails to secure a reprieve
from the High Court tomorrow. As
both Houses of Parliament continue to
be rocked by the BJP-led Opposition’s
uproar over the affair, the Congress
officially said it would not like to com-
ment as the matter is sub judice.

The Congress, however, realises that
if the non-bailable arrest warrant
issued by the Jamtara court is not
quashed by the High Court, there will

¥
M

A/
C TO HEAR SOREN PLEA TODAY

~ Day 5: Still..-

r o

hardly be any option left for the JMM
leader but to step down. In that case,
said a senior Congress leader, the “jus-
tification for Mr Soren to continue in
the Cabinet will become untenable”.

The Congress has accused the BJP
government of selectively targeting
Mr Soren while letting hundreds of
other accused, mclu?mg the. chief
minister Mr Arjun Munda off the
hook, in cases relating to the
“Jharkhand -andolan”. The party’s
compulsion in defending the JMM
leader is evident. Mr Soren is one
major ally whom the party cannot
ignore, particularly at this juncture
when Assembly elections are due in
Jharkhand early next year.

On being asked about Mr Sorerf’s
whereabouts, the Union Parliament-
ary affairs minister Mr Ghulam Nabi
Azad today said, a minister is not
obliged to inform the Prime Minister,
the Speaker, or the Rajya Sabha Cha-
irman, about his itinerary unless the
matters relating to his ministry require
him to do so. Mr Azad also said that
any minister is entitled to travel to any
part of the country for any period of
time without seeking any authority’s

rmission. Asked whether Mr Soren
ﬁzd been on the run, Mr Azad said
“he might be doing his job as well.”
Hunt for Mandal: A four-member

lice team from Godda is camping
in Ranchi since yesterday to arrest
the “absconding” JMM MLA from
Poreyahat, Mr Prashant Mandal,
against whom a Godda court had ear-
lier issued an arrest warrant. Mr
Mandal is a co-accused in a case in
which the Supreme Court had
denied bail to the Congress MP from

Godda, Mr Furkan Ansari, last week/
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/§ye}f is accused of incit

%y Sonali Das/TNN (| \" \

en Jharkhand Mukti Mor-
cha MP Shibu Soren,
affectionately called
Guruji by his followers,
was addressing a meet-
ing at Bankadih village
under Jamtara sub-di-
vision of undivided Bi-
A har on the afternoon of

January 23, 1975, little
did he know that 30 years later it could
cost him the coveted post of a Union
minister.

Ten people were killed in the vio-
lence that erupted after the meeting
and Soren and 68 others were named
accused in the FIR lodged by a district
officer. However, Soren escaped the po-
lice and judicial dragnet. Now, when a
Jamtara court handed over a warrant

Ranchl

THE T

—F

of arrest against Soren to the :%

hand police, Guruji is on the run.

According to government recdrds, a
mammoth crowd of Santhals had as-
sembled at Bankadih on that day to
hear Soren, then a crusader against
moneylenders in the region. The mon-
eylenders had been exploiting Santhals
and other tribals after they were denied
the land purchase rights through the
Chhotanagpur and Santhal Paragna
Tenancy Act.

Soren, son of a teacher, who had been
mobilising the tribals, formed the JMM
in 1972. On the fateful afternoon, when
Soren was halfway through his speech,
news spread that residents of Chirudih
village, dominated by Muslims, had
torched the houses of Santhals in the
neighbouring Tarni village.

Soon sounds of traditional drums
used by tribals to beckon people from

i o

ing mob to kill

jungles and villages rent the air at
Bankadih and a mob, armed with tra-
ditional weapons, rushed to Chirudih.
In the ensuing rampage, 10 people were
hacked to death.

When the Narayanpur police
reached the village, they had to fire 11
rounds to disperse the mob. According
to the FIR (30/75)—in which Soren’s
name figures fourth in the list of 69 ac-
cused—lodged by the then deputy col-
lector of Jamtara sub-division, I C
Mishra, both sides of the Baanspahari
river were filled with non-tribals. The
police initially tried to placate the
crowd but it did not relent. The police
then opened fire.

Soren was made a prime accused on
the basis of the statement of an injured
villager, Lakhindra Soren, who told the
police that Soren incited the maob to at-
tack the village.
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Rajya Sabha

Statesman that a
Jharkhand court had
1 issued an arrest war-
4 rant against Union
minister Mr Sibu Sor-
en, who has been ab-
sconding in a 30-year-
old case of murder
and rioting. Demand-
. # ing an explanation
from the government, the Opposition
forced the scrapping of Question Hour.
After some virulent protest, the govern-
ment said it would collect information
about the case in which the minister had
been declared a proclaimed offender and
furnish it to the House. Home minister Mr
Shivraj Patil indicated that he did not ac-
cept the Jamtara court’s description of
“proclaimed offender” because the person
concerned was a public figure who had re-

THE STaTEC

o St

% ‘Please don’icjs\frip me’

EW DELHY, July 14. — “Why are you stripping
me? Please do not strip me,” Mr Bhairon Singh
Shekhawat said today when Mr Nilotpal Basu
said the strip-search of former defence minister
Mr George Fernandes in the USA should be
discussed as it concerned the country’s self-
respect. "What was the NDA government doing?
Was it in deep slumber?” asked Mr Basu. — PTl

cently won the election to the Lok Sabha.
The issue was raised the moment the
day’s sitting commenced with Opposition
members drawing attention to the report,
some waving copies of The Statesman. The
Congress and its UPA allies tried to shout
down BJP members who led the assault,
Without naming the minister, Mr Arun
Jaitley (BJP) asked if the Prime Minister
was aware of the case while inducting Mr
Soren into the council of ministers. Was
the case not mentioned in the affidavit

yproar over.-8oren warrant

NEW DELHI, July 14. — The Rajya Sab>
ha was rattled today by a report in The \’

filed by all candidates seeking elections?
“The law of the land requires us to be role
models... If there’s a proclaimed offender
amongst us, it’s the duty of every citizen to
hand him over to police,” Mr Jaitley said.

When challenged by UPA and Left
members if he could “authenticate™ his
statement, Mr Jaitley said a newspaper had
published a repert on the issue. “The of-
fence was committed under sections 148,
149 and 429 (of the IPC) and the case is
pending in the Jamtara sessions court since
1975.” Mr Jaitley sought to know why the
minister had not submitted himself to the
judicial process. He was joined by Mr SS
Ahluwalia and Mrs Sushma Swaraj, both
of whom had brought copies of the news-
paper to the House. Other BJP members
wanted the minister to be arrested.

Seeking to downplay the matter,
Congress spokesman Mr Anand Sharma
later said the case against Mr Soren was a
“very old one”. — SNS
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‘Tamted’ Ministers

- ('\\,\\,\/“ venla 0

issue rocks Parliament”

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY §. The “ tainted”
Ministers issue rocked Parlia-
ment today, forcing the ad-
journment of the Lok Sabha
with no official business being
carried out. The Lok Sabha
Speaker, Somnath Chatterjee’s
appeal to the members to allow
the House to function fell on
deaf ears, with the Opposition
making it clear that it would set-
tle for nothing less than ‘the re-
moval of these Ministers.

The House was calm for the
first few minutes, allowing the
Telugu Desam Party MP, Yerran
Naidu, to take the oath. Mr. Nai-
du was injured in an attack on
him by naxalites during the elec-
tion campaign and could not
take the oath during the inaugu-
ral session of Parliament in
June. Immediately after, the Op-
position was on its feet, de-

/

manding the resignation of the
“tainted” Ministers. Several
Bharatiya Janata Party members
rushed to the well of the House
raising slogans against the Min-
isters, forcing the Speaker to ad-
journ the House till noon.
Similar scenes were wit-
nessed when the House reas-
sembled. This time, the
Rashtriya Janata Dal members
raised slogans against the BJP
members. The Speaker had a
difficult time persuading the
members to allow the papers to
be laid on the table of the House.
He reprimanded the Minister of
State for Agriculture, Kanti Lal
Bhuria, for not being present in
the House when his name was
called out to table the papers
listed against his name.
Throughout the bedlam, the
Congress benches remained
largely uninvolved, while the
RJD sought to match the decibel

levels of the BJP. The Samajwadi
Party preferred not to get in-
volved but, significantly, the Ba-
hujan Samaj Party gave signs of
warming up to the Government
with some of its MPs rising in
support. The Leader of the Op-
position, L.K. Advani, was pre-
sentin the House but did not say
a word, leaving it to V.K. Malho-
tra, Deputy Leader of the BjP in
the Lok Sabha, to lead the Oppo-
sition charge. Raghunath Jha,
Devendra Prasad Yadav and
Ram Kirpal were in the forefront
of the RJD’s response.

Mr. Chatterjee repeatedly ap-
pealed for calm amid the din. He
assured the Opposition mem-
bers that he was willing to allow
a discussion on the matter.
However, with both sides un-
willing to relent, he announced
the adjournment of the House
for the day.

Congress charge: Page 11




~NDX to boycott “tainted’
r/‘ -« Lalu’s rail budget

Q,“& {\7 By Mohua Chatterjee
" IMES NEWS NETWORK
O

New Delhi: Lalu Prasad Yadav may have a
smooth ride when he presents his maiden
rail budget on July 6. While he must be gear-
ing up for the budget day, the NDA is plan-
ning to stay away from Parliament as a mark
of protest against the presence of
Lalu Yadav and other
“chargesheeted” ministers in the
Manmohan Singh government.
A decision to this effect was tak-
en on Tuesday by the BJP brassin |
consultation with JD-U leaders. It
is expected to be ratified at a full-
scale meeting of the NDA scehd-
uled for July 4. The NDA, which
looks determined to keep up its
agitation over the “tainted minis-

Opposition in both houses L. K Advani and
Jaswant Singh, Sushma Swaraj, M M Joshi,
Arun Jaitley and Vijay Kumar Malhotra.

“Since most of the NDA leaders are not in
Delhi we could not finalise the decision to-
day,” BJP spokeperson and former external
affairs minister Yashwant Sinha said at a
press briefing on Tuesday.

The BJP also seems ready to
lock horns with the govern-
ment over the move to remove
governors appointed by the
NDA government. “Let the gov-
ernment give reasons for the re-
moval of the governors for, af-
ter all, governors have fixed
tenure,” Sinha said, signalling
the BJP’s readiness to force a
confrontation. The BJP charged
the UPA government with seek-

ters”, has also decided to stall Parhament
when it re-convenes on July 5. The opposition
combine has been boycotting Parliament de-
manding the eviction of “tainted” members of
the Manmohan Singh government.

Those who decided on the boycott of rail-
way budget at the meeting held at BJP chief M
Venkaiah Naidu’s residence included former
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, leader of

I W
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ing to revive the earlier practice of chang-
ing governors, claiming that during the
NDA regime, it had not changed incum-
bents. “Our views on this issue were placed
before President A P J Abdul Kalam and
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and we
will be discussing it at the meeting of NDA
leaders when the strategy for the coming Par-
liament session is finalised,” Sinha said.
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NEW DELHI, JUNE 4. The 14th Lok
Sabha witnessed uproarious
scenes today as soon as the
Prime Minister, Manmohan
Singh, was asked to introduce
his Ministers, with the Opposi-
tion vociferously objecting to
the presence of chargesheeted

By Our Special
Correspondent

persons in the Council of
Ministers.
Though the introductions

were made, they were drowned
in the slogans raised by the Op-
position members who stood
along the edges of the well of
the House throughout the exer-
cise.

Trouble began the moment
the Speaker, Somnath Chatter-
jee, asked the Prime Minister to
introduce his Ministers.

As Dr. Singh rose, the Oppo-
sition benches became restive
and the Leader of the Opposi-

e E =

RO\ G\ |

tion, L. K. Advani, sought to
make an intervention with the
permission of the Chair.

Stating that Dr. Singh’s ele-
vation to the office of Prime
Minister had been welcomed
by all parties across the politi-
cal spectrum, Mr. Advani said:
“We were pained to see a man
of such impeccable record be-
ing forced to include..” Cut
short mid-sentence by mem-
bers from Bihar — led by Ragh-
unath Jha of the Rashtriyva
Janata Dal — Mr. Advani sat
down as the Opposition and
ruling benches sought to shout
each other down, with some
United Progressive Alliance
members questioning the ratio-
nale for his intervention.

‘It is PM’s prerogative’

A semblance of order was re-
stored after Mr. Chatterjee re-
minded the Opposition that it
was the Prime Minister’s pre-

rogative to choose his Ministers
and that Dr. Singh would be
allowed to respond to Mr. Ad-
vani’s observations if he so de-
sired.

But there was chaos again af-
ter Mr. Advani returned to his
intervention.

Since only minutes ago the
members across political lines
had waxed eloquent on the

NDA leaders; BJP objects
to interruptions: Page 13
need to ensure the smooth
functioning of the House while
felicitating him on his election
as Speaker, Mr. Chatterjee tried
to invoke their own words to
restore order but neither side
relented.
Though Mr. Advani managed
to get in another sentence amid
the din, the Speaker — after

“Protest against chargesheeted
' sters sparks furore

urging the members not to
“force” him to take action on
his first day in office — asked
the Prime Minister to introduce
his Ministers and Dr. Singh
proceeded to do so.

Opposition unrelenting

With the Opposition main{
taining its sloganeering and the
ruling benches thumping their
desks to applaud the Ministers,
Dr. Singh could hardly be heard
through the clamour and many
Ministers got up more than
once to introduce themselves.

While the seniors lent vol-
ume to the slogan-raising, the
younger members — unsure of
what was expected of them —
watched quietly from the back
benches though Manvendra
Singh and Dushyant Singh of
the Bharatiya Janata Party did
stand up for a while as the se-
nior BJP members moved to-
wards the well of the House.
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NEW DELHI 3 JUNE

paign against inclusion of tainted ministers in

the Manmohan Singh government by peti-
tioning President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam.Less than four
days before the presidential address in the two
Houses of Parliament, a delegation of NDA MPs led
by Mr L.K. Advani and Mr George Fernandes un-
dertook a protest march late this afternoon to the
Rashtrapati Bhawan. It later submitted a memoran-
dum to Prof. Kalam, detailing the cases pending
against such ministers, while urging him to inter-
vene in the matter in the interests of democracy.

For the NDA, it was as much a show of unity as
the kicking off of the process to return to agitational
politics. Alliance leaders made it clear that they
would take the campaign on a higher plane if Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh failed to act against the
tainted ministers, who include RID president Laloo
Prasad Yadav, his party colleagues Mohd. Taslimud-
din, Mr Prem Chand Gupta, M.A.A. Fatmi, Jai
Prakash Narain Yadav, JMM chief Shibu Soren and
Congress leader Jagdish Tytler.

The delegation comprised a small group of MPs
belonging to the TDP, which technically is not a
member of the NDA. The BJP and its allies such as
the Janata Dal (United) were well represented. The
march is first in the series of protest events planned
by the Opposition . The presidential address and the
discussions that will follow it may also be targeted,
and proceedings are likely to be statled.

The memorandum to the President said: “The
council of ministers headed by Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh includes many ministers whose in-
duction has given rise to serious concerns about
probity in the publiclife of the country...the profile
of some of the ministers clearly show that for the
sake of power, sound democratic traditions have
been completely given a go by.”

\
THE NDA on Thursday stepped up it$ cdm-

/3]P Back In The Hurly Burly Of Agitational Politics

NDA tells Kalam to boot
(yﬂt tainted ministers

Bic Apvani-Tace: LK. Advani opposing the induction
tainted ministers in New Delhi on Thursday. — Pl

Akalis stage walkout

he newly-elected Lok Sabha had its first er

counter with a walkout, when slogan-shou
ing Akali Dal MPs decided to register their prote:
over the swearing-in of Congressman Sajjan Kt
mar, the 1984 anti-Sikh riots accused wh
emerged victorious from outer Delhi seat.

When the name of outer Delhi MP, who coul

not take the oath yesterday, was called out toda
by the Lok Sabha secretary-general, the Akal
members began shouting slogans against him
holding him responsible for the 1984 anti-Sikt
riots. As the treasury benches countered, the
Akali Dal MPs staged a walkout.

Economic Time: ~ .
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~NDA seeks. iémoval

By Gargi Parsai r("} @@gamst the Mlmsters have be

NEW DELHI, JUNE 3. The w;:onal
Democratic Alliance and Telugu
Desam Party Members of Par-
liament, led by the Leader of the
Opposition, LK. Advani, and
the NDA convener, George Fer-
nandes, marched to the Rash-
trapati Bhavan today,
protesting the “criminalisation
of politics” and demanding the
removal of charge-sheeted Min-
isters.

Among the Ministers they
targeted were the Rashtriya Ja-
nata Dal chief, Laloo Prasad Ya-
dav, Mohammad Taslimuddin,
Jai Prakash Yadav, M.A. Fatmi,
Prem Gupta (all RJD), Shibu
Soren (Jharkhand Mukti Mor-
cha) and Jagdish Tytler (Con-
gress). Mr. Tytler was included
in the list at the behest of the
Akali Dal for his alleged involve-
ment in the 1984 anti-Sikh riots
in Delhi.

Braving the scorching heat
and carrying placards, more
than 200 MPs from both Houses
of Parliament marched silently
from the Parliament House An-
nexe to the Rashtrapati Bhavan,
a distance of about one kilo-
metre. A large number of police
personnel and a posse of the
Rapid Action Force escorted the
MPs. The NDA chairman, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, did not partici-
pate.

A delegation of 11 MPs met
the President, A.P.]J. Abdul Ka-
lam, and submitted a memo-
randum seeking his
intervention to take up the issue
with the Prime Minister, Man-
mohan Singh. They sought re-
moval of the “tainted” Ministers
“in the larger interest of Parlia-
mentary democracy, public in-
terest, national security and
norms of probity in public life.”

The memorandum said: “The
profile of some of the Ministers
clearly shows that for the sake of
power, sound democratic tradi-
tions have been given a go-by.
Proceedings in none of the
criminal cases mentioned

tayed by any court. There is no
such mention as well in the affi-
davit filed along with the nomi-
nation paper.”

It gave details of the cases
registered against the Ministers,
including the FIR numbers and
the police statiohs where they
were registered.

Besides Mr. Advani and Mr.
Fernandes, the 11-member del-
egation included the BJP lead-
ers, Arun Jaitley, Sushma
Swaraj, Ravi Shankar Prasad
and Maneka Gandhi, M. Jagan-
nath of the TDP, Arjun Charan
Sethi of the Biju Janata Dal, S.S.
Dhindsa of the Shiromani Akali
Dal, Chandrakant Khaire of the
Shiv Sena and P.C. Thomas of
the IFDP.

Later talking to the media,
Mr. Jaitley said that whereas
there had been an outcry

against the criminalisation of
olmcs, this was the first exam-
le of people involved in “pure
crimes” being inducted into the
Government. When it was
pointed out that even the NDA
Government had  “charge-
sheeted” Ministers, he said that
the Ministers belonging to the
United Progressive Alliance had
not been charge-sheeted for po-
litical agitations or trade union
activities but had been charged
with corruption, abuse of pow-
er, mafia-related crimes, kid-
napping and murder.

He said that Mr. Laloo Yadav
had resigned as the Bihar Chief
Minister, Mr. Taslimuddin had
resigned from the Union Coun-
cil of Ministers and Mr. J.P. Ya-
dav too had resigned from the
Bihar Government on account
of these charges. .

In the 13th Lok Sabha, the

of ‘tainted’ Ministers

Congress, the Left parties and
the RJD had protested against
those involved in the Ayodhya
“movement,” Mr. Jaitley said.
“Then the Prime Minister [Man-
mohan Singh, who was the
Leader of the Opposition in the
Rajya Sabha] said that Caeser’s
wife should be above suspicion.
Now for the Government to t
of presumption of innocence'till
found guilty for those involved
in pure crimes is a double stan-
dard.” Asked about Mr. Kalam's
response to the NDA memoran-
dum, Mr. Jaitley said, “He said
he would consider it.”

Mr. Fernandes said that the
President read through the
memorandum and was “deeply
concerned.”Asked about the
NDA'’s next step if no action was
taken, he said: “Then this will
become an issue of the entire
nation.”

An act of hypocrisy, says Congress

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 3. The Congress
today ridiculed the Opposition
National Democratic Alliance’s
move to lodge a protest with the
President against the inclusion
of “tainted” Ministers in the
United Progressive Alliance
(UPA) Government and seek
their removal.

“This step is clearly not a
demonstration of any princi-
pled opposition but an act of
hypocrisy,” the party spokes-
person, Anand Sharma, said
here soon after the NDA leaders
marched up the Raisina Hill to
the Rashtrapati Bhavan to regis-
ter their protest.

The Congress said the march
was led by the Leader of the Op-
position, LK. Advani, and the
NDA convener, George Fer-
nandes, who themselves should
“do some soul-searching.” He
charged that while Mr. Advani
had held the Deputy Prime

Minister’s post in the previous
government despite  being
charge-sheeted in the Babri
Masjid demolition case, Mr.
Fernandes had resigned from
the Cabinet after the Tehelka
tapes episode only to come
back even before the Commis-
sion of Inquiry had completed
its task.

“We can understand their
frustration over being rejected
by the people; surely they are
not feeling good,” he said, add-
ing that the move also reflected
the Bharatiya Janata Party’s
“double speak and double
standard.”

Mr. Sharma said that in the
recent Lok Sabha elections the
NDA had fielded 78 people with
criminal records, with the BJP
accounting for 49, the Janata
Dal (United) 15 and the Shiv Se-
na 14.

He said of the 49, the BJP had
fielded 11 in Maharashtra, 10 in
Uttar Pradesh, seven in Jhark-

hand, six each in Bihar and Guj-
arat, four in Madhya Pradesh,
three in Rajasthan and two in
Chhattisgarh.

The JD (U), he said had field-
ed 10 such candidates in Bihar,
three in Jharkhand and one
each in Gujarat and Uttar
Pradesh.

Mr. Sharma said the UPA

would deal with the attack by |

the Opposition in Parliament. “1
can assure that the BJP would
get a fitting response and
rebuttal.”

However, when asked wheth-
er the Congress endorsed the
idea of including “tainted” peo-
ple in the Ministry, he said the
leaders of respective political
parties in the UPA had the man-
date and they nominated their
representatives for inclusion in
the Council of Ministers.

The Congress, he said, was
only questioning the legitimacy
of the BJP in claiming a moral
high ground on the issue.
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'BOTH HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT ADJOURNED

Opposition h
‘tainted’ min

NEW DELH]I, June 8. — The demand
for the removal of “tainted” ministers
disrupted proceedings of both Houses
of Parliament today, leading to their
adjournment for the day.

Accusing the BJP and its allies of
disrupting proceedings, the Congress
today asked them to accept the peo-
plesverdict and stop this “uncivilised
behaviour”.

The situation in the Lok Sabha
turned worse this morning when Mr
Ram Kripal Yadav, an RID member,
was seen gesticulating at Mr George
Fernandes. This led to an uproar as
many members from the Opposition
entered the well of the House and
shouted slogans ‘daagi mantri gaddi
chhodo... chaara chor... gaddi chhodo..”
( tainted ministers quit... fodder scam-
sters quit).

Miss Mamata Banerjee, the lone
member of the Trinamul Congress,
joined the chorus of protest against the
railway minister and his “tainted” com-
panions.

THE STAT7 3N |
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Thc Speaker, Mr Somnath
Chatterjee, had a tough time bringing
the House back in order. He
adjourned it till 2 p.m. and when the
House reassembled .in the afternoon,
the Speaker called Mr Ram Gopal
Yadav (SP) to speak oft the moﬁm of
thanks to the Presidént’s:
Yadav drew the Chait'% atsem
the din and wondered how ‘he wﬁﬁ
speak. The Speaker adjourned the
House, to meet tomorrow at 11 a.m.

Some NDA MPs criticised the man-
ner in which he conductéd the:pro-
ceedings. While
Banerjee said the Speaker was far
from impartial, BJP member Mr Sushil
Modi said the Speaker behaved like a
CPI-M politburo member. Mr
Sibal said these remarks reflected
mindset of the BJP leaders who never
believed  in respecting the
Constitution, -

Rajya Ssbha: The Chairman m

med the House for the day afte

ed exchanges. The BJP deputy leader,
Mrs Sushma Swaraj, wanted an expla-
nation from the Prime Minister on the
“tainted” ministers issue. ;
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what it says is a pro-US tilt in

- #he govemment's foreign
.«.?mwmm A
Acharya, today said

that foreign policy has chan-

ged... from non-alignment to a
pro-US stance. Another leader

. ﬂsOpoiMmHhat while the

CP1-M agreed with the Comm-
on Minimum me in
many areas, there was stil
some disagreament. But the
foreign policy issue remains a
focal point and apart from
differences over USA, the Left
is still worried about close
Indo-israeli ties and the
absance of a stand on Irag.

" Praneb on Kargli: The
defence minister, Mr Pranab
Mukherjes, may issue a
statement on the Kargil war

_tomorrow. — SNS
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W'to make most out of
yf“wtamted Ministers’ issue

ur New Delhi Bureau

NEW DELHI, JUNE 7. The National
Democratic Alliance has decided
to strike an aggressive posture
on the inclusion of “chargesh-
eeted persons” in the Union
Council of Ministers but will fi-
nalise its strategy on how to raise
the issue in Parliament tomor-
row.

Claiming unanimity within
the NDA on the issue, the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party leader, V.K.
Malhotra, said: “Whether we
should walk out, boycott or force
an adjournment is a decision
that will be taken at the NDA
party leaders meeting before
Parliament resumes its sitting
tomorrow.” The issue of “tainted
Ministers” dominated the meet-
ing of NDA MPs here this eve-
ning and apparently the mood
was not in favour of allowing the
discussion on the motion of

thanks the
Address.
Meanwhile, the Rashtriya Ja-
nata Dal president, Laloo Prasad
Yadav, said he would fight out
the campaign against him and
some of his party leaders. Ac-
cording to him, the former
Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, had on December 13,
2000, told the Lok Sabha that
“neither the Constitution nor the
law disqualifies a Minister from
holding office merely because a
chargesheet is filed by the police
or formal charges are framed by
the court” in response to a mo-
tion asking him to drop three
Cabinet Ministers involved in
the Babri Masjid demolition
case. The BJP Parliamentary Par-
ty spokesperson, Sushma Swa-
raj, said: “We are not alone in
raising this issue; the Communi-
st Party of India (Marxist) has ex-
pressed its views on the subject.”

to President’s

h2

|

paw 0T

Demandmg the re51gnat10n of
the “tainted Ministers,” she
wondered how the Government
would “rid the country of the
scourge of corruption” — as ar-
ticulated by the President, A.P.].
Abdul Kalam, in his Address to
Parliament today — with “cor-
rupt Ministers.”

As for the United Progressive
Alliance counter that it was the
BJP-led NDA Government which
set a precedent by having Minis-
ters with criminal cases against
them — L.K. Advani, Murli Ma-
nohar Joshi and Uma Bharti —
in its Cabinet, she said: “Those |
were not cases of moral turpi-
tude.” While the BJP maintained
it was only taking a cue from the
Congress, which had made an is-
sue of “tainted Ministers” in the
NDA Cabinet, the Congress ac-
cused it of violating the “time-
honoured” parliamentary con/
vention by disturbing the Prime
Minister during the introduction
of the Council of Ministers in the
Rajya Sabha.

Echoing the RJD justification,
the Congress questioned the
NDA’s  “doublespeak.” On 1
whether the Congress was also
not guilty of the same since it
had demanded the removal of
chargesheeted Ministers from
the NDA Government, the party
spokesman, Anand Sharma, !
made a distinction saying that it
was leading a coalition Govern-
ment and representatives of var-
ious parties who were present in
the Council of Ministers were

~ elected by the people.

When it was pointed out that
the same could be said of the
NDA, he said it was different
since the candidates this time
had to file detailed affidavits dis-
closing antecedents as per Su-
preme Court directions. Only
those candidates whose nomi-
nations were in conformity with
the new law could contest. This
apart, the former MP, Wasim
Ahmed, questioned Mr. Advani
making an issue of “chargesh-
eeted Ministers” when he him-
self had decided to continue as
Home Minister after being an
accused in the Babri Masjid |
demolition case. “Had you set a
precedent by resigning from the
Home Minister’s post, no sub-
sequent Government would
have had the courage to induct
chargesheeted Ministers,” Mr.
Ahmed said in an open letter to
Mr. Advani.
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Mﬁﬁl'lpq factor
WAV Criminals in government S

f Sonia Gandhi did the decent thing in refusing prime

ministership, that word cannot extend to some includgd
in the current Cabinet. Among ministers in charge Of
running the country are people who have been
chargesheeted for various crimes, including murder. The
best known example of chargesheeted ministers is of
course, Laloo Prasad Yadav, charged on seven counts in
the fodder scam case. Yadav has bagged a prize ministry —
the Railways portfolio. He is alleged to have defrauded the
Bihar state exchequer of Rs 1,400 crore, a charge on which
he resigned his chief ministership. Will he now make hay
with Indian Railways in the same way he did with fodder?
There is serious cause for concern that Laloo will treat his
ministry as a gravy train. He leads as many as eight RJD
ministers and four have pending criminal cases against
them. The worst case is Mohammed Taslimuddin — the
dozen or so criminal cases against him include kidnapping,
rioting and raping a minor girl. He appears to have
committed virtually every misdemeanour in the violent
crime book. Taslimuddin’s record is so bleak that the Deve
Gowda government found him too hot to handle — they
had to drop him within a week of his taking over as
minister of state for home.

Other tainted figures who have found berths include Jay
Prakash Narayan Yadav, who had to go to jail after being
education minister of Bihar, due to involvement in a scam
for award of fake B.Ed degrees. MAA Fatimi is accused of
giving shelter to an aide of Dawood Ibrahim. That such
characters have been able to muscle their way into the
ministry is a tribute to Laloo Yadav’s negotiating tactics,
and less on Sonia Gandhi’s judgement. Overall, with only
21 MPs, the RID has been able to get 8 ministerial berths.
Such misjudgement has the potential to open the flood-
gates. With Laloo finding ministerial berths for the repel-
lent characters, Mohammed Shahabuddin, Laloo deputy
and granddaddy of Bihar’s mafia dons, is interested in a
ministerial berth as well. Having these people on board
means that the ministry is starting on the wrong foot. It
should go some way towards diSpelling the saintly halo that
Sonia has acquired of latgy/with some going so far as to
compare her with Mahapma Gandhi when she gave up the
prime ministership. .
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Rape, murder,
dacoity... Are
these criteria
for becommg

/mlIHS

/
W QOur Political Bureau q’}\

NEW DELHI 23 MAY

NE is on bail for allegedly
O consuming funds meant
for fodder. Another is
~broiledin nolessthan 10 cases
.. wding dacoity and rape. A
third one is accused of sheltering
Dawood aides, and a fourth one
was behind bars till recently for
awarding fake B.Ed degrees. To
add that “good economics” bit,
one gentlernan has been under
the CBI scanner for quite some-
time now for corporate fraud.
Meetsome of the members of the
new Union council of ministers,
sworn in on Saturday under PM
Manmohan Singh.
Bihar takes the cake with five
of its ten ministers with a tainted
record. The rot starts from the

ISe,.2

b\(

top: ‘Kingmaker’ Laloo himself.
In fact, when ET contacted CBI to
know when his next bail plea is
going to come up, this was what
we got: “In all there are 61 cases
linked to the fodder scam, being
tried in courts in Ranchi and Pat-
na... we have to look into the files
to be precise.”

Laloois also facing a dispropor-
tionate assets case, being probed
by the CBI. He got areprieve from
the Patna High Court on April 27,
which granted the Yadav leader
regular bail in one of the fodder
scam cases where he is alleged to
have fraudulently withdrawn Rs
45 lakh from Bhagalpur treasury.
Earlier, he was out on provisional
bail which had to be extended
every six months.

Mr Yadav and his chief minis-
ter wife Rabri Devi have been

charged with amassing assets
worth Rs42.52 lakh, which were
disproportionate to his known
sources of income between
1990-96 when he was the Bihar
chief minister.

More than that Laloo will have
to defend his three other tainted
party leaders. Confidante Mo-
hammad Taslimuddin is allegedly
involved in around 10 cases of
dacoity, extortion, rape and for-
gery. He had courted controversy
during his earlier stint as minister
of state and the then PM H D
Deve Gowda had to drop him

v‘\/vhen his “unwholesome back-

ground became a major issue in
the media. RYD's rivals allege that
his son Sarfaraz was also involved
in the Araria and Jokihat riots on
December 9, three days after the
Babri Mosque demolition.

Jay Prakash Narayan Yadav
had to resign as education minis-
ter in the Rabri Devi cabinet in
2002 following his implication in
the scam involving awarding of
fake B.Ed degrees by some col-
leges of Bihar. He was put behind
the bars in the case. M A Fatmi,
who won from Darbhanga, also
has a criminal background.

With the assembly elections
round the corner, the swearing
in of the RJID MPs having che-
quered background is providing
fodder to the BJP in Bihar, where
it has decided to launch an agita-
tion to cashin on the ‘dark’ back-
ground of Union ministers. And
as if Bihar was not enough, there
is Santosh Mohan Dev. The CBI
in late 2001 had registered a pre-
liminary inquiry against him on
charges of entering into an “un-

holy alliance” with a business
house to avail financial benefits.
This, the CBI had alleged, had

IHAR TAKES THE CAKE

happened when he was Union
minjster of steels and Mines in
1995. Though the status of the

AA) KA cooNnA .

case was not known since the CBI
refuses to comment onit, Dev had
denied his involvement.

June date
for Lok
Sabha

Our Political Bureau

NEW DELHI 23 MAY

HE United Progressive Al

I liance government headed

by Mr Manmohan Singh
will face its first trial of strength
on June 10 or 11 when the mo-
tion of thanks to the President’s
address to both houses of Parlia-
ment will be put to vote.

The alliance, with a total tally
of over 310 members in the Lok
Sabha with an effective strength
of 539, is unlikely to encounter
any difficulty in passing the test.

Following its first cabinet
meeting after being sworn in on
Saturday, the government has
decided to call the first session of

he newly constituted 14th Lok
hha from June 2. The dates for
<ession were finalised by the
‘cabinetand its recommen-

were forwarded to the
: for approval.,

FM Station: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh with Congress president
Sonia Gandhi at her residence in New Delhi on Sunday. — AFP

The short session, to end by
June 11, is to enable newly elect-
ed members to take oath and
elect the Lok Sabha Speaker.
Election of the Speaker has been
fixed for June 4. President A.P.J.
Abdul Kalam’s address to the
joint session of both houses is
scheduled for June 7, an official
spokesperson said on Sunday.
Both the houses would have a
debate on the motion of thanks
to the address, before adopting it.

The government is also exploring
the possibility of calling a budget
session from June 21 onwards.

Given that the vote on account
towards government expenditure
has been sought only till 31 July,
government circles indicated that
the budget session will have to be
called a little over a month in ad-
vance to ensure that there is also
enough time in between for the
standing committees for scrutiny
of the budget papers.

Party Considers Alliance With Janata Dal-United

BJP rethinks strategy
for Jharkhand polls

Runa Rajeev Kumar
JAMSHEDPUR 23 MAY

FIER the party’s debacle

in the recently-conclud-

ed Lok Sabha polls in
Jharkhand, BJP is rethinking its
strategy for the Assembly elec-
tions in the state, slated to take
place early next year.

The party is still to decide
whether to field sitting legislators
in the upcoming polls.

Jharkhand chief minister Ar-
jun Munda hinted that there
may be early Assembly elections
in the state, perhaps in winter.

Mr Munda, whoarrived in the
city on Friday on a two-day visit,
said: “This time, we’'ll fight the
Assembly  elections  with
new vigour and with some al-
liance partners.”

Realising that the four-party
alliance of the Opposition had

MUNDA: NEW VIGOUR

worked in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, he said: “BJP lost in the
state because it fought alone. We
are considering every aspect of

winning the Assembly elec-
tions.” The party is also consider-
ing alternatives for places where
the anti-incumbency factor was
too high.

BJPfielded all its 11 sitting MPs
in the recently-concluded Lok
Sabha polls, but won just one seat
in Koderma, from where former
chief minister Babulal Marandi
fought the elections.

BJP is deliberating whether to
form an alliance with Janata Dal
United (JD-U). Mr Munda has to
trim his Cabinet by June 7.

He said downsizing would not
be a problem because it would be
done after holding dialogues
with coalition partners.

With cight legislators being
made MPs, the Assembly’s
strength has now been reduced
to 73. According to the law, only
15% of the Assembly’s strength
can be in the Cabinet.
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SC stays Patna
G HC order

”}m criminals”

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The supreme
court on Thursday stayed the
Patna high court’s directive to
the Election Commission (EC)
to consider countermanding
of polls in constituencies
from where undertrials were
contesting for the Lok Sabha
or state assemblies.

The apex court said the di-
rective was “practically unim-
plementable” at this stage.
“Once the election process
starts, courts can-
not interfere in it
saying this is ille-
gal or that is ille- |
gal,” observed
Chief Justice of |
India (CJI) S Ra- ioid
jendra Babu g§¥
while hearing the
EC’s plea to stay
the HC order.

in poll fray

gopal and S Murlidhar as-

sailed the Patna HC order on
the grounds that Article 329 of
the constitution specifically
barred all courts, including
the high courts, from interfer-
ing in any matter relating to
the election process till its
completion. Counsel Amaren-
dra Saran, who ‘argued for
Jan Chaukidar, an NGO
which had moved the Patna
HC, lauded the Patna HC or-
der which held that a person

who had no voting rights

could not contest
elections.
Venugopal con-
tested Saran’s ar-
gument saying
.| parliament had
o the sole power to
decide who couid
¥ be a voter and a
candidate and,
till date, it had

“If this hap-|

pens, how could
the election
process be ever
completed?’’
asked a bench
comprising CJI
Babu, Justices G
PMathurand SH

“Once the
electior process
starts. Cintis
cannot irterfere
in it saving this
or that is illegal”

not taken away
from undertrials
the right to con-
test. The EC’s pe-
tition said, “If
the declaration of
the law by the HC
were to be given
retrospective ef-

e '-l;‘

Kapadia. “In the

fect, as directed

last phases of election, how
can such (an) order be imple-
mented?”’

A Patna high court bench
comprising its Chief Justice
Ravi S Dhavan and Justice
Shashank Kumar Singh had

 on April 30 asked the ECto act
fast in preventing the entry of
“disfranchised” candidates in
parliament. “They are to be
kept out,” Justice Dhavan had
said, “the elections in which
they have participated have
been desecrated.”

The judges had also re-
marked that such “disfran-
chised persons were a threat
to democracy” and that “a
person who should have been
behind bars...is on the elec-
tion scene as large as life”.

EC’s counsels K K Venu-

4 ‘fﬁr

by it, it would result in direct-
ly affecting the already con-
cluded stages of scrutiny of
nomination papers, with-
drawal of nominations and
publishing the list of candi-
dates, apart from the polling
that has already taken place.”

If the Patna HC’s directive
was to be followed, then the
Andhra Pradesh assembly;
which has to be constituted by
May 13, cannot be formed by
the deadline. Under the con-
stitution, the EC is bound to
constitute a legislative assem-
bly within six months of its
dissolution. The apex court
has, however, for its future
consideration, kept open the
question of whether an un-
dertrial who has no right to
vote could contest an election.
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HC againgt J jailbirds in fray

Election ngﬁﬁl

Vijay Swaroo
Patna, April 30 C/‘/ QL
IN A landmark Judgment\hat
could impact the polls in sev-
eral states, Patna High Court
today ruled that people “de-en-
franchised by law” cannot con-
test the Lok Sabha elections.

The court directed the com-
mission to consider counter-
manding the polls in con-
stituencies where the contest-
ants include people in jail or
people whose voting rights
have been suspended under
election laws.

The verdict will affect six
politicians: RJD strongman
Mohammed Shahabuddin (Si-
wan); LJP leader Rajesh Ran-
Jjan alias Pappu Yadav (Purnia);
Independent MLA Rajan Ti-
wary (Motihari); Ranvir Sena
chief Brahmeshwar Singh
(Ara), Suman Kumar Singh
alias Ranjit ‘Don’ (Begusarai)
~— the prime accused in the
CAT paper leak scam —and In-
dependent candidate Babloo
Srivastava (Sitapur, UP).

The order was passed by the

Division Bench of Chief Jus-

tice Ravi S. Dhavan and Jus-
tice Shashank Kumar Singh

- on two PILs — filed by NGO

Jan Chaukidar and JD (U)
nominee for Siwan Om
Prakash Yadav — seeking dis-
qualification of those contest-
ing the poll from behind bars.

“The elections in which they
have participated have been
desecrated. Parliamentary
democracy, with such persons
participating in it, is endan-
gered. The EC should act, and
act with speed before declara-
tion of results. Otherwise, in
this state, the territorial juris-
diction within the purview of
this high court, illegalities will
have been committed,” the
Bench observed.

About the action that could
follow from the verdict, the
court said, “Tt is entirely up to
the Election Commission to

Wv \

a

IT IS up to the Election Commissi

decide what action to take,
even if it be countermanding
the elections wherever such
persons have participated as
candidates. The satisfaction,
the obligation and the respon-
sibility is (sic) of the Election
Commission of India.”

The judges noted there was
enough evidence to suggest
that the “administration of the
state has tacitly connived and

ssu)n directed to act right away

Iso refused his

 plea to be transferred from

abetted the situation” by allow-
ing conferences and darbars to
be held by the candidates when
in lawful custody and (by allow-
ing them) to enjoy luxuries in
public hospitals and to partici-
pate in electoral politics.

“The election is over; now
the state government is report-
ing that they have been sent be-
hind bars. Perhaps, the purpose
is over. All the damage, which

silly to Sitapur jail

decide if the polls at seats featuring
jaited candidates should be countermanded. (These candidates have) mocked
the law, the administration and the election authority — Patna High Court

could be done, has been done.
Again, the process of the elec-
tion has been desecrated.

“The man in police custody
seeking freedom in a public
hospital has mocked the law,
the administration and the
machinery which administers
and monitors the election. The
EC will have to take all these
factors into account.”
® Full coverage in India Votes

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES £
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PATNA, April 30. — In a landmark judgment, the
Patna High Court today ruled that criminals have
no right to contest elections. It also asked the
Election Commission of India to immediately take
“appropriate remedial action”, even if it be coun-
termanding the elections before the declaration of
results wherever such persons have contested seats
(for the 14th Lok Sabha). In the light of the court
ruling, the fate of some 20 persons with tainted
records who have jumped into the electoral fray
from various parliamentary constituencies in
Bihar hangs in the balance (see Up For A Term).

The court has interpreted, “without hesita-
tion”, this criminal category to include candidates
contesting elections from jail or the lawful cus-
tody of the police, or those convicted of a crime.

Delivering its judgment on two petitions con-
cerning role of jailbirds in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, a Division Bench comprising Chief Justice
Mr Ravi § Dhavan and Mr Justice Shashank
Kumar Singh observed: “...the mediocrity is
(such) that over the passage of years the body
politic is getting immune to the presence of crim-
inals in politics, and a person who should have
been behind bars and could neither be a voter
nor an elector, is on the election scene, as large as
life. Those who are to keep the law look the other
way. The Election Commission of India should
not itself get immune to the presence of criminals
in politics... it is yet to get strict with a person who
is supposed to be in the lawful custody of the
police being permitted to play in the elections.

“These persons have been disenfranchised by
the law. The Constitution of India allowed the
law to provide for these situations, the law has
provided for them and those disenfranchised by
law should not have been permitted in the arena
of elections. They are to be kept out... the elec-
tions in which they have participated have been
desecrated. Parliamentary democracy, with such
persons participating, is endangered.”

In the case of those who are in the lawful cus-
tody of the police and were encouraged in their
electioneering and allowed to hold durbars when
deprived of their liberty, it can be said that such
elections have been polluted and seen fear, terror
and favour. Such persons were disenfranchised
and thus could not be candidates, the court held.

The court also drew attention to the dangers
posed by jailbirds contesting polls to the claim that
India is the world’s largest democracy. “Unless
some factors are checked, and immediately, this
will become a hollow claim, because the contents
of the democracy are beginning to be eroded.”

Jailbirds belong in
\

‘A‘\

“Of course, everyone is innocent until proved
guilty. The court is neither (presiding) over a trial
nor deciding any particular election dispute; that is
for other forums. The case is about who may have
the right to stand for election, to file a nomination
and run for office... and who may not,” the court
observed, while expressing shock over the way
those appearing for Union of India or the State of
Bihar or the Election Commission of India did not
come out with any serious argument, béyond what
it termed “a half-hearted submission that crimi-
nality should be kept out of elections”.

The court pomtedly expressed its displeasure
over the manner in which the Bihar government
had shirked providing details about candidates
and their criminal records readily available with
the state’s home department. It voiced its concern
over how criminals, taking advantage of loopholes
in the law, have been contesting elections.

janl th House: HC

\»’\”
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Graphic by Debabra

The Election Commission of India should

immediately take appropriate remedial action,
even if it be countermanding the elections

before the declaration of results wherever

such persons have contested seats (for the

14th Lok Sabha)

Describing the elections as a “game”, the rul-
ing extensively used sporting, particularly crick-
eting, terminology. For example: “Elections are
controlled by the law of the Legislature, the
Constitution of India does not provide all the
rules of the game, But the rules of the game have
to be as strict as those of any game which kicks
up hysteria. It’s like a Leg Before Wicket ruling
where you are neither Bowled Out nor Caught
Out. Cover a wicket and get a ball on your leg
pads and you are out. It’s not fair to cover a wick-
et. Why is this rule of (the) game so strict?
(Because) fair opportunity must exist to get the
player out if he presents an occasion. It’s a foul
to cover the wicket. Criminality is also a foul in
elections. It is not a qualification. It is certainly a
DISQUALIFICATION (emphasis in original).”

The court added that a prisoner is not an
“elector” and cannot stand for office. It des-

UP FOR A TERM

Among the 20 candidates behind bars are:

# Md Shahabuddin, sitting MP and RJD
nominee from Siwan.

® Brahmeshwar Singh Mukhia,
Independent candidate from Ara.

B Rajan Tiwari, Independent candidate
from Bettiah.

¥ Rajesh Ranjan alias Pappu Yadav,
sitting MP and LJP candidate from
Purnia.

E Surajbhan Singh, MLA from Mokama
and LJP nominee from Balia.

# Ranjit Don alias Suman Kumar Singh,
Independent candidate from Begusarai.

#® Munna Shukla, Lalganj MLA and
Independent candidate from Vaishali.

@ Anand Mohan (Sheohar).
® Kali Pandey (Gopalganj).

# Sadhu Yadav, MLA and RJD candzdate
from Gopalganj.

B Md Taslimuddin, RJD candidate from
Kishanganj.

cribed criminals jumping into the electoral fray
as a matter of “shame” for the state administra-
tion. The court held the Bihar Director-General
of Police responsible for making a mockery of
the poll process, the rule of law and the courts.
The court also held that district officials where
absconders from law have exercised their fran-
chise, whether the DM or the SP, are to be pro-
ceeded against forthwith for they have sided with
the criminals. “There is sufficient material on
record that the administration of the state has
tacitly connived and abetted the situation. The
sanctity of the elections has been defiled by such
candidates enjoying luxurious stays in public hos-
pitals and participating in politics. The election
over, now the state government is reporting that
they have been sent behind bars. Perhaps the
purpose is over. All the damage which could be
done has been done.” the court held. — SNS
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\ § By K. Balchand

PATNA, APRIL 30. The Patna High
Court today held that those be-
hind bars cannot contest elec-
tions and said that such of those
participating in the ongoing Lok
: Sabha elections have no right to

do so. The court said that it “ex-
| | pected” the Election Commis-
: sion to take a speedy decision in
this regard before the declara-
tion of the results scheduled for
May 13.

A Division Bench of the High
Court, comprising the Chief Jus-
tice R.S. Dhavan and Justice
S.K.Singh, said that if the Elec-
tion Commission failed to act it
would mean that illegalities
would be committed in the
State and in the territorial juris-

liction of the court. The Bench

delivered its order, which it had
reserved after hearing all sides
on Wednesday last on a public
interest litigation petition filed
by the People’s Watch conven-
er, Basant Kumar Chaudhary,
advocate.

In its 25-page order, the court
said that it was entirely up to
the Commission to decide on
‘he action it should take against
such candidates who were con-
‘esting from jails. It said that the
Zommission could go to the ex-
ent of countermanding elec-

ions in constituencies where
iuch candidates were in the
Tay.

The Bench, however, de-
clined to issue any directive
against any particular candi-
date. Six candidates are contest-
ing from behind bars in Bihar.
These are the Rashtriya Janata
Dal MP from Siwan, Md. Shaha-
buddin, the Lok Janshakti Party
(LJP) MP, Rajesh Ranjan alias
Pappu Yadav, the Communist
Party of India (Marxist-Leninist)
candidate, Virendra Gupta, the

THE HNDU

contest po

O EC asked to take action before May 13

People i m Jail
lis:

/L - }'L

chief of the Ranbir Sena, prlvate
army of feudal landlords, Brah-
meshwar Sing  'ndependent
MILA, Rajan Tiwa. and Ranjit
Singh alias Ranjit Don, who was
arrested in connection with the
leaking of examination papers.

The court said the Election
Commission was yet to get strict
and hoped that it would not be-
come immune to the presence
of criminals in politics or those
supposed to be in lawful custo-
dy of the police being permitted
to contest the elections.

It held that these persons
were “disenfranchised” by the
law and that they should not be
permitted in the arena of
elections. i

“They are to be kept out. The
elections in which they have
participated have been dese-
crated. Parliamentary democra-
cy with such  persons
participating in it is endan-
gered," it said.

r |
~ CEC declines |
1
comment l
KOLKATA, APRIL 30. The Chief '
Election Commissioner, |
T.S. Krishnamurthy, today !
declined to comment on the |
Patna High Court’s direc- |
tion to the Election Com- ;
mission to consider
countermanding the polls
in constituencies where
prisoners had entered the
fray.

The CEC, however, told
| the press here that the Elec-
i tion Commission would be
happy if “criminal ele-
ments” were barred from
contesting elections. “We
have to see the direction of
the High Court and we will |
take appropriate action,” |
he said. — PTI j
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court

The court regretted that those
who were supposed to uphold
the law looked the other way. “A
person who should have been
behind bars ... is on the election
scene as large as life.”

The court held the Director-
General of Police resppnsible
for the mockery that the rule of
law had been reduced to in the
State. It directed the State Gov-
ernment to take action against
the District Magistrate and the
Superintendent of Police for al-
lowing absconders to cast their
votes. The court’s ruling was ap-
parently against the Vaishali
DM and SP for allowing the LJP
MLA, Rama Singh, to cast his
vote though he happens to be
an absconder, wanted by at
least the police of two other
State.

The court ordered the is-
suance of non-bailable arrest
warrants against this person.

The State Government came
in for critical reference for its
“tacit connivance” with those in
lawful police custody, in viola-
tion of the law, arranging for
themselves a place in the public
hospital and conducting their
electioneering. The order also
spoke out against the ‘darbars’
held even inside the jail
premises.

On the orders of the court,
those lodged in hospital wards
have been sent back to the jails.
“The election over, now the
State Government is reporting
that they have been sent behind
bars. Perhaps the purpose is
over. All the damage, which
could have been done, has been
done. Again, the process of the
election has been desecrated.”

The court hoped that the
Election Commission would
take these factors also into ac-
count while taking remedial
decision.




Blhar criminals awalt

PATNA, April 29. — History-sheeters i
the fray have suddenly got nervous in
Bihar. It’s not that they are facing a stiff
challenge from their rivals. Nor is it that
the electorate have resolved to socially
boycott them, It’s the Patna High Court,
taking a close look at their activities that
they fear may throw a spanner in their
meticulously chalked-out gameplans for
smooth rides to the Parliament.

The court has already voiced grave
concerns over the way a record number
of jail inmates are contesting elections
this time. The court had observed earlier
that “criminals have got no role in poli-
tics... jail is the right place for them”. It
has also reserved its order for tomorrow
(Friday) on whether criminals in judicial
custody may contest elections and
whether their nominations should be
considered legally valid when they do not
have the right to vote under the Peoples’
Representation Act of 1951.

Much of their fate, thus, depends on
the Friday verdict.

A Division Bench, comprising Chief
Justice Mr Mr Ravi Sadhavan and Mr
Justice Shashank Kumar Singh, ‘while
hearing two PILs — one filed by JD-U
candidate from Siwan LS seat Mr Om
Prakash Yadav, seeking to stop the out-
laws running their poll campaigns from
behind the bars, and the other by Mr
Basant Kumar Chaudhary, seeking dis-.

v Friday verdict -

qualification of the alleged criminals in
the fray from inside jails, — said that
criminals had no place in democracy.
“The common impression formed in the
country is that criminals manage to win
the polls by applying bullying tactics... we
all have to stop this. If there are loop-
holes in the law, they have to be rectified
so that persons with clean images can win
elections,” the court had observed.

As of now, there are altogether five
criminals who are contesting the elections
from behind the bars.

They are — the RJD nominee from
Siwan, Md Shahabuddin, against whom a
total of 19 cases are pending; the Ranvir
Sena supremo, Brahmeshwar Singh
Mukhia (officially involved in over 30 cases
of massacres), who is contesting the polls
from Ara; the Independent candidate
from Bettiah, Rajan Tiwari; the LJP nomi-
nee from Purma, Rajesh Ranjan alias
Papuu Yadav, facing trial in the murder of
veteran CPI-M leader Ajit Sarkar; and
Ranjit Don alias Suman Kumar Singh,
prime accused in the CAT paper leak scan-
dal, who is contesting the polls from
Begusarai LS seat as an Independent.

All were very much running their cam-
paigns from their hospital wards where
they managed to get themselves shifted on
“health grounds” until they were sent back
to the jail on the instruction of the Patna
High Court. Apart from them, there are a
number of criminals who are trying their
luck from various other parliamentary con-
stituencies of Bihar,

-
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“Siwan’s dreaded don
confident of victory.

- Absence Of Forces Gl%ij
Booth-grabbers Field Day

By Pranav K Chaudhary/TNN
Siwan: With the absence of
“Central Para-military Forces
(CPMF) in the interiors of the
Siwan constituency, from
where Mohd Shahabuddin is
contesting elections from be-
hind bars, booth-grabbers had
a field day during the polling
on Monday.

Barring stray incidents of
violence, the much-hyped
polling in Siwan passed off
peacefully. Shahabuddin, the
RJD nominee, is locked in a
fierce battle with CPI-ML's
Amarnath Yadav and Janata
Dal (U)’'s Om Prakash Yadav.

According to sources, one
Satyendra Tiwary, a hench-
man of the RJD candidate,
was lynched at Belwasa vil-
lage under the
Andar block in a
clash with CPI-
ML supporters in
the morning. Con-
firming the inci-

dent, CPI-ML’s
politburo member
Nand Kishore

Prasad said Ti-
wary along with
his gang tried to
disrupt the poll.
In retaliation, lo-
cal people at-
tacked him.

In another incident, RJD
supporters tried to prevent vot-
ers from casting their votes at
booth number 113 under
Aswan police station; one per-
son was injured, the CPI-ML
leader alleged.

Shahabuddin expressed ig-
norance about these incidents.
The district administration
also denied them.

The riggers at booth no. 1 at
the high school at Hussainganj
were so deft— and peaceful
also — that by 1 pm, more than
70 per cent of the votes at the
booth were polled.

At the government middle
school at Faridpore, electronic
voting machines (EVMs) devel-
oped some snag due to some
tampering. The polling, sus-
pended for over an hour, could
resume after an engineer was
called to rectify the fault. Lo-
cals said the delicate machines
conked out because booth grab-

bers were “misusing” them.

Interestingly, at least 80 per
cent of the booths in the con-
stituency were declared “sen-
sitive”. There were altogether
1083 booths in Siwan
for which, official sources
said, 15 companies of CPMF
were deployed.

However, the Central forces
were visible only in a few
booths. Most booths were
manned by Bihar Military Po-
lice (BMP) jawans and home-
guards. Some CPMF personnel
were stationed in police sta-
tions while others were on pa-
trolling duty.

Pratappur, the native vil-
lage of Shahabuddin where
CISF personnel were sta-

tioned, wore a festive look.

Dozens of local
villagers were sit-
ting in the open
verandah of his
double-storey
house. They were
being served food.
At the lone booth
at Rajkiya Urdu
Middle School
here, a large num-
ber of youngsters
were seen stand-
ing in a queue to
“4 cast their votes.
Interestingly, many booths
had only RJD candidate’s
polling agents while those of
other candidates were not to be
seen. An independent candi-
date, Nasir Khan, however, had
managed to keep his polling
agents at most of the booths.
Locals said Khan is not even in
the race. “But he has joined the
fray to help ‘somebody’ in the
election,” a resident said.

One of the highlights of the
day was the refusal of Sha-
habuddin, currently “admit-
ted” in the Sadar hospital, to
see visitors, including media
persons. Only recently, the
jailed sitting MP had invited
censure from the Patna high
court for holding “durbars” in
the hospital.

Shahabuddin spent his day
all alone and kept himself
busy taking calls on his two
cellphones. “What is your as-
sessment? I have feedback... I
am winning,” he said.
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Shit Spahbuddi rom Swan i
1 Shift V§pahbuddln from Siwan jail
0 M\C‘ (dj\\\:: Our Staff Correspondent “0 A

NEW DELHI, API;?( 21.Reveral eminent personalities have called upon
the President, A.P.J. }bdul Kalam, and the Chief Election Commis-
sioner, T.S. Krishnamurthy, to immediately transfer Mohammad
Shahbuddin, sitting MP from Bihar, from Siwan jail to any other
jail outside the State until the elections are over to “curb his ter-
ror.” In two separate memoranda submitted at the Rashtrapati
Bhavan and the Election Commission office, a delegation led by
Rajinder Sachar, former Chief Justice of the Delhi Court, said that
Mr. Shahbuddin should be shifted to some other jail where he
could be “checked from enjoying iltegal privileges and facilities of
communication with the administration and his gang in Siwan.”

The delegation alleged that the District Magistrate and the Su-
perintendent of Police of Siwan were hand-in-glove with Mr. Sha-
habuddin, protecting and patronising him, and sought their
transfer to ensure a free and fair poll in the Siwan Parliamentary
constituency. It also demanded the deputation of special Central
observers from the Election Commission and the Central Bureau
of Investigation to provide adequate security to the contenders,
and to closely monitor the Siwan and Jeeradei Assembly segments
in Siwan Parliamentary constituency. .

The delegation comprised Prashant Bhushan, Supreme Court
lawyer; Mona Das, general secretary of the INU Students Union,
and Srikant Singh, Delhi University students leader. The signato-
ries to the memorandum are Arundhati Roy, writer; Anand Pat-
wardhan, filmmaker; Prof. Manager Pandey, Prof. C.P.
Chandrashekhar, Prof. Jayati Ghosh, Prof. Purshottam Agrawal, Dr.
Khalija Ekramuddin, Prof. Uma Chakravarty, Prof. Anand Chakra-
varty, Prof. Anil Sadgopal, Prof. Neera Chandhoke, Prof. N. Muk-
herjee, Prof. Amitabh Mukherjee, Prof. Badal Mukherjee, Prof. Alok
Rai, N.D. Pancholi, Dr. Tripta Wahi, Vijay Singh, Prof. Kamal Mitra
Chenoy, Aditya Nigam, Rita Bannerjee, T.B. Upreti, Nivedita Me-
! non and Javed Nagvi.
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2004 /W

X@/ﬂi&\‘éLECTIONS AND MUSCLEMEN -

ELECT ME INDUCES virtually all politi-
cal parties to concentrate on winning the next
poll. Issues of principle, ideology, and political
morality tend to take a back seat. Political par-
ties try to give themselves a psychological edge
over their rivals by recruiting netas and celebri-
ties of varying description, thereby creating an
aura of being the winning side. The Bharatiya
Janata Party is by no means the first to do this,
although this time it has taken a decisive lead in
the recruitment drive. The recourse to enter-
tainment as politics might be a trivialisation of
publiclife, but it is well recognised as part of the
game. Where the ruling party miscalculated
was in inducting the colourful D.P. Yadav; he
has earned a special reputation as muscleman
and faced several criminal charges. Mr. Yadav
has also traversed a good part of the Uttar Pra-
desh political spectrum — the Samajwadi Party,
the Bahujan Samaj Party, and his own Loktan-
trik BSP — and every time he has turned out to
be a hot potato. So unpalatable was the BJP’s
decision to induct Mr. Yadav that the Rashtriya
‘Swayamsevak Sangh found it necessary to cau-
tion the party publicly against too much expe-
diency. As soon as a controversy arose, the
Prime Minister distanced himself from the par-
ty’s decision. The BJP did the prudent thing by
revoking Mr. Yadav's admission and deciding to
work on luring other kinds of netas.

What is worrisome is the kind of mindset that
‘prompts political parties to think of musclemen
as assets in an electoral battle. Sushma Swaraj,
a Union Minister, tried out the following argu-
ment by analogy: if a small, polluted rivulet
were to merge in a vast ocean that was the par-
ty, the purity of the ocean would not be diluted.
This game defence of the indefensible goes
against the core of the promise of ‘suu-raaj’,
good governance. The term ‘criminalisation of
'politic?a( a wide currency in Indian political

discourse. it is supposed to deno%é a tendency
rampant in the polity that allows discredited in-
dividuals and leaders — typically veterans who
have faced a plethora of criminal charges — to
associate themselves with political parties, win
electoral mandates, and gain political accept-
ability. While bringing muscle power and a
measure of dubious organisational skill to the
party, they try and exploit their political status
as members of State Legislative Assemblies or
Parliament to win effective immunity from the
rule of law.

What is the answer? One problem with the
‘criminalisation of politics’ contention is that
many characters with an unsavoury public rep-
utation can point out that they have no ‘crimi-
nal background’ in the sense they may have
faced, or may be facing, criminal charges, but
have not been convicted in any court of law. In
other words, they must be presumed innocent
of any crime. A second problem is that when it
comes to criminal cases, the lines are blurred.
Mainstream politicians, including some senior
Ministers, Chief Ministers and even ex-Prime
Ministers, have faced corruption and other
criminal charges and a few have even been con-
victed by courts at some point in the marathon
legal process. What is the yardstick that can be
applied to them? It is clear that technical or
legalistic answers will not suffice. The answer
must lie in good, clean democratic political
practice, watchdog news media, and a vigilant
public opinion that insists on raising the bar for
all political parties. Electoral expediency might
suggest to this or that party that a dubious char-
acter can be brought on board for some local
advantage. But the act compromises the image
of the party and sends confusing signals to those
in the civil and police bureaucracy who are du-
ty-bound to protect citizens from unsavou
muscle power. /
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- VANDALISM IN PUNE .
/@’%NCM

THE CRIMINAL RANSACKING of the Bhandarkar
Oriental Research Institute by activists of the
Sambhaji Brigade on Monday in Pune is yet an-
other instance of the growing fragility of the lib-
eral space in India. The vandals who destroyed
precious manuscripts, books, icons and paint-
ings were protesting against an acknowledge-
ment to the Institute in a book written by James
W. Laine on Shivaji. The Shiv Sena and the Samb-
haji Brigade have argued that Laine’s book deni-
grates Shivaji. There have been instances in the
past where the Shiv Sena and its auxiliary orga-
nisations have resorted to violence and vandal-
ism in the name of ‘hurt’ religious or cultural
sentiments. Monday’s incident unravels an irony
that ought not to be missed by anyone who cher-
ishes an idea of a tolerant and humane India: the
activists tore books that showed Shivaji in a fa-
vourable light, demolished a statue of Saraswati,
stole an idol of Ganesha, damaged palm leaf
manuscripts, and left a rare translation of the Rig
Veda by Shankaracharya damaged, lying on the
pavement outside the Institute premises. Like
the Yadavas at the end of the Mahabharata, a text
on which pioneering research has been done at
the Bhandarkar Institute, the members of the
Sambhaji Brigade seem determined to destroy all
that which is their ‘own’.

Instances like these warrant a reaction that
goes beyond expressing righteous indignation or
well-deserved condemnation. Such events are an
opportunity to seriously look at the role of the
Indian state and its various institutions. There is
a widespread feeling that the Indian state seems
to be slowly abdicating its principal responsib-
ility of protecting the lives and liberties of its
citizens. In modern liberal democracies, liber-
alism offers certain freedoms such as freedom of
expression, free speech, a space for civilised dis-
sent, avoidance of cruelty, and a modicum of
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decency. Democracy, on~the other hand, cop-
cerns itself with representation. If politics is not
to be confused with morality play, democracy has
the quest for power, deal-making and horse-trad-
ing as the very stuff it survives on. What resolves
the tension between liberalism and democracy is
a strict adherence to the rule of law. In other
words, the perpetrators of the vandalism last
Monday in Pune ought to be dealt with firmly and
the rule of law must ensure that individuals do
not get away on the pretext of emotive and chau-
vinistic arguments. What happened at the Bhan-
darkar Institute is a matter for national shame
and certainly not an instance of ‘India shining’.

In this war of myths between the sword and the
pen, the sword invariably wins but the pen even-
tually rewrites such phyrric victories as defeats.
Paradoxically, however, the sword does not al-
ways brutalise or protect, nor does the pen always
tell the truth. The only way out of this seemingly
difficult situation is to talk, listen and reach out in
a spirit of compromise. Sadly, leaders and their
followers lacking an affinity to the idea of a liberal
society often see diversity that literature and the
creative arts promote as subversive, The propen-
sity to promote one single version of the past and
a uniform narrative of human possibilities takes
on different manifestations but is driven by a fa- |
miliar set of motivations: reasons of state, politi-
cal pragmatism, ethnic cleansing, and the
preservation of a so-called ‘cultural purity’ of the
nation or of society. It is also ironical that unin-
formed individuals who are capable mierely of
hurling out convictions as obvious facts in a the-
atrical and bellicose voice are leaders of a lot of
quasi-religious and cultural organisations these
days. This results in their promoting mob fury -
and bringing centre-stage a cult of perpetual re-
sentment. Monday’s incident is an illustration of
this trend.

10 Jiv oppy



