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UR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Kancheepuram, Dec. 22: On
a day when Appu, one of the
chief accused in the Shankar
Raman murder, was remand-
ed in six more days of police
custody, another accused, Ra-
jnikanth alias Chinna, denied
having made any confession
under Section 164.

Amid these developments,
confusion reigned over the
whereabouts of the second ac-
cused, Chennai-based builder
Ravi Subramanian.

The biggest twist of the
day was provided by Chinna, a
member of the five-man gang
- allegedly headed by Appu -
* which killed Raman, manager

of the Sri Varadaraja Perumal
temple, on September 3.

Kanchi seer Jayendra Sar-
aswati, the first accused in the
case, was arrested in connec-
tion with the murder on No-
vember 11.

Chinna made his stateme-
nt when he was produced be-
fore first judicial magistrate
G. Uthamaraj today for exten-
sion of remand.

His statement led the mag-
istrate to say: “Do not worry if
you have not given any (Sec-
tion) 164 statement.”

Darwin Wisdom, Chinna’s
lawyer, later said the prosecu-
tion had cited his statement
as a basis for arresting the
seer. The statement of another
key accused, Kathiravan, also
contributed to the Kanchi
seer’s arrest.

It would appear that Chin-
na had only made a statement
under Section 161 before an in-
vestigating officer — such a
statement is not admissible as
evidence in court. Wisdom

' said he would file a separate
application tomorrow before
the magistrate to get a copy of

23 DEC 2004

(Top) Sankaracharya,
Appu: Conspirators?

Chinna’s statement.

The judicial remand of
Chinna, Kathiravan and two
others was extended till Janu-
ary 3 today Kathiravan had re-
tracted the Section 164 confes-
sional statement he had made
before anocther magistrate

here.

Expectations had been
raised that Subramanian,

THE TELEGRAPK

WAt

believed to have been already
arrested, would be produced
for remand but police said
the accused was still abscond-
ing.

Subramanian is alleged to
be the conduit for the funds
said to be sent by the Kanchi
mutito Appu’s gang.

When a smiling Appu,
alias Krishnasamy Reddy, was
produced in court for extend-
ing his police remand, he told
the magistrate he had been
treated well in custody. He was
arrested by a Tamil Nadu po-
lice team in Andhra Pradesh
last Sunday.

Public  prosecutor 8.
Jayakumar and assistant in-
vestigating officer C. Raja-
mani asked for eight more
days of police custody for
Appu, saying fresh revelations
in the case needed to be inves-
tigated.

Asked for his response,
Appu said: “I have no objec-
tion. I leave it to the court.”

Even as Uthamaraj appe-
ared startled by this response,
Appu’s lawyers stepped in to
say that even the seer; the first
accused in the case, had been
kept in police custody for only
three days. !

They pointed out that Ap-
puhad “made himself availab-
le to the police” and had not
been arrested as police clai-
med, saying this should be ta-
ken into consideration. The
lawyers added that he was co-
operating with police.

But Jayakumar argued
that though Appu is alleged to
have only “conspired” with
the seer, he is “the man behind
the murder” and is very im-
portant as an accused in the
case. Police custody should
thus be extended to help com-
plete the investigation. Appu
was eventually remanded in
custody till Monday.
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/Slgankaraman murder
+‘prime accused held

Press Trust of India

TIRUPATI, Dec. 19. — Appu,
one of the prime accused in the
Shankaraman murder case, in
which Kanchi Sankaracharya
Jayendra Saraswathi has been
held, was arrested tonight from
a village in Chitoor district in
Andhra Pradesh, giving Tamil
Nadu police a possible breakth-
rough in the case.

Appu alias Krishnaswamy,
who allegedly arranged for the
killers of the former Kanchi
Mutt official, was arrested after
he surrendered at his brother-in-
law’s house at Balakrishnapu-
ram, 50 km from here, Chitoor
SP Mr V Gopalakrishna said.

Before being taken away by
police, Appu told a Telugu TV
channel, that “Sankaracharya
and I are are innocent. The case
has been registered to tarnish
the Mutt’s image”.

40 DEC 2004

Appu’s relatives confirmed
that he surrendered before
Tamil Nadu Police at 6 p.m.
Immediately after, police took
him to Chennai.

Apprehensive that he might
be killed by police in an “encou-
nter”, Appu’s relatives had app-
roached his brother-in-law, Mr
Ramachandra Reddy, to broker
a deal for his safe surrender,
leading the latter to approach
Tami! Nadu Police,

Appu came to Mr Reddy’s
house in Balakrishnapuram this
morning, from where he was
taken to a police station where
he surrendered in the presence
of local police officers and rela-
tives. Police had been on the
trail of Appu, whose photograph
washing the Sankaracharya’s
feet was splashed in the media
recently, and a building contrac-
tor, Mr Ravi Subramaniam, who
remains untraced ever since the
murder in September. The

THE STATESMAN

search for the duo had brought
the state police to Delhi.

Appu alleged that there was
political pressure to implicate
him in the case and said he
would disclose the names of
politicians at the right time.

Seeking to discount money as a
motive for the murder, Appu
said: “I am a well-off man and th-
ere is no need for me to commit
such an act for Rs 3 or 4 lakh.”

Contractor’s lawyer appears
before police

In Kancheepuram, a Chennai-
based lawyer, claiming to be the
advocate of building contractor
Mr Ravi Subramanian, met
investigating officials today to
find out more about the where-
abouts of his client. The lawyer,
Mr Ravichandran, later told the
media that he had gone there on
his own and there was no police
summons in the matter.



Q’\\B V. Jayanth
2(\ y V. Jayan

CHENNAI, DEC. 17. With the Su-
preme Court refusing to provide
interim bail or relief to the Kan-
chi Sankaracharya, Sri Jayendra
Saraswathi, he might have to
cool his heels in the Vellore
prison till the apex court hears
his application on January 6.
His remand will come up for ex-
tension again next week, but
that may be a routine proce-
dure. As the Supreme Court is
seized of the matter, no other
court is likely to intervene in the
process.

Five weeks have gone by
since the Tamil Nadu police
flew to Andhra Pradesh and ar-
rested the Kanchi Acharya at
Mehbubnagar and made him
the prime accused in the mur-
der case. After a spate of arrests
and action, the investigation
appears to be at a crossroads.
Several questions have been
raised about the nature, scope
and direction of the investiga-
tion, but the police are also
stunned at the complexity of the
complaints that have poured in
from all directions.

Basic doubt

The basic doubt that has
been raised is: why was the po-
lice sleeping over the Radhak-
rishnan assault case for two
years and why did it not take up
| serious investigation of the San-

kararaman murder case as soon
as it happened on September 3,
2004. Further, is it because the
f investigators have not been able
| to get Appu and Ravi Subrama-
| nian that they are pursuing on
! the sleaze angle? There are also

/Sankararaman m

'c(\;;omplal t ’hat the police are

calling in for questioning peo-
ple unconnected with the mur-
der case and are video
recording the sessions.

Sankararaman letters

According to the police, the
investigating team has built up
a formidable case to establish
the “motive” for the murder.
The 30-plus Sankararaman let-
ters offer the basic material.
“We have meticulously and
painstakingly worked on every
clue and every complaint,
which is why the case has pro-
ceeded in different directions.
But they all add up to cause the
murder,” explains a senior po-
lice official. There are a maze of
statements given by the arrest-
ed persons under Section 161,
and a handful of confessional

18 DEC 2004

statements made before a ma-
gistrate under Section 164. Cell
phone bills to substantiate the
telephonic contacts among the
accused are also with the police,
backed by corroborative evi-
dence. The sleaze angle came
with the complaints that are be-
ing probed, police sources say.
“Glaring similarities”

The police say they are struck
by the “glaring similarities” in
the attacks, not just on Sankar-
araman and Radhakrishnan
(who, according to the police,
would have been killed had one
of the assailants not been in-
jured) but also on a third indi-
vidual, Thirukottiyur
Madhavan. The possible com-
mon links in these cases is being
explored in depth. The shocking
aspect seems to be the brutal

er case: a status report

murder, in broad daylight, of
Sankararaman, in the Varadara-
japerumal temple in the heart of
Kancheepuram.

Unfinished task

The defence is trying to chal-
lenge the circumstantial and
motive-based evidence being
assembled by the police. The
Supreme Court has asked the
prosecution to furnish some of
the documents and materials it
has relied on and these will be
considered when the court
hears the case next month. The
prosecution is hoping the inves-
tigations will provide the
clinching evidence they need to
prove the case. For this, they
need to get Appu and Ravi Sub-
ramanian. There is no getting
away from this unfinished task
of the investigation.
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ASKS WHY DID HE KNO K SO LATE
oA G o

Our Legal Correspondent
NEW DELHI, Dec 17. —

The Supreme Court
(coram, Lahoti, CJ ,
Mathur, Naolekar, JJ )

today refused to grant
interim bail to the Kanchi
Sankaracharya, currently
In Juaicial custody, o
enable him to perform a
special month-long puja in
the Mutt but issued notices
to the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment on his bail petition.

“We cannot grant you
any interim relief without
hearing the other side.”
the court observed. The
court also sought all infor-
mation regarding investi-
gations into the case by
Tamil Nadu police, includ-
ing the case diary, the
alleged confessional state-
ments of two accused
Kathiravan and Rajni alias
Chhina on the basis of
which the Acharya was
arrested, whatever state-
ments they gave which
they later withdrew, their
confessions, and details of
the bank accounts through
which the assailants were
allegedly paid.

The court directed the
Tamil Nadu government to
get English translations of
all these documents ready

by the next date of hear-

ing, 6 January.

The Supreme Court
order came after it had
heard out the
Sankaracharya’s counsel,
Mr Fali S Nariman. Mr
Nariman contested the
High Court order denying
the Acharya bail as erro-
neous on several counts.

18 DEC 2004

He said that the bar under
Section 437 applies only to
the magistrate’s court and
not the sessions court or
the High Court.

“Section 437 does not
debar the sessions court or
the High Court from
granting bail in cases
wiere the crime is punish-
able with death or life

~imprisonment,” he argued.

Therefore, the High Court
cannot rely on the Pappu
Yadav case to claim that it
was “unable” to grant bail
in the case, he said.

The .Bench wondered
why the Acharya had taken
so much time to approach
the Supreme Court for
bail. “Why did you come
here so late,” the Chief
Justice wondered.

Appearing for the state,
Mr KTS Tulsi refused to
part with any information
about the investigations
saying that they had to be
secret for now.

The court also refused
to grant him bail in anoth-
er case of attempt to mur-
der of a former Mutt offi-
cial, Radhakrishnan, in
2002. It instead asked the
Acharya to approach the
High Court. The next
hearing is on 6 January.

NDA clean chit

The NDA today gave a
clean chit to the Acharya
saying that “a person is not
guilty till its proven so”.
The chairman of the NDA
committee, Mr Balbir
Punj, accused the TN gov-
ernment and the police of
launching a vendetta aga-
inst Jayendra Saraswati.

THE STATESMAN



Shankaracharya in
Sankararaman murder case, the
counsel for the Kancheepuram
Muttand the seer on Friday
requested the Supreme Court not
toentertain a writ petition filed by
anyone else seeking release of the
religious leader. “We have the
necessary authorisation from the
Kancheepuram Mutt as well as
the thumb impression of Swami
Jayendra Saraswati for filing
appropriate petition before the
Supreme Court and none else
could file such a petition,” senjor
advocate M.N. Krishnamani sub-
mitted before the court. A Bench
comprising Chief Justice R.C.
Lahoti, Justice G.P. Mathurand
Justice PP. Naolekar asked the
counsel for the writ petitioner Yo-
gendra Kumar Tiwari as to how
he could file the petition on behalf
of the seer without his
authorisation. The counsel
sought time till Tuesday to get the
necessary permission for filing the
writ petition and the apex court
adjourned the matter till Friday.
When Mr Krishnamani passed on
the documents for the court’s
perusal, the Bench asked him as
towhy the Shankaracharya had
put his thumb impression on the
vakalatnama authorising him
and advocate Krishna Kumarto
appear on hisbehalf. “According
tothe tradition of the mutt, the
Shankaracharya never signs a
document instead puts his thumb
impression wherever his
signature is required,” he replied,
Later, speaking to reporters, the
counsel said Shankarachayra
would move the Supreme Court
onMonday with a petition

challenging a Madras High Court
L

4 oC W0

order refusing grant of bail to him
in the Sankararaman murder case.

SCissues notice for
illegal immigration

THE Supreme Court on Friday
issued notices to the Centre and
the Election Commission (EC) on
aPL.seeking CBI probe into the
preserice of nearly two crore illegal
Bangaldeshi migrants and striking
their names off the electoral rolls
in variousstates as they adversely
affect the security and
demographic composition of the
country. A Bench comprising
Chief Justice R.C. Lahoti, Justice
G.P. Mathur and Justice PP
Naolekar while issuing the notices,
admitted the PIL filed by NGO Im-
age India Foundation which
spedifically pointed out that Assam
was worst affected by the illegal
imimigration from Bangladesh.
Appearing for the petitioner, advo-
cate C.D. Singh contended that
there was an alarming growth in
population due to illegal imsmigra-
tion resulting in change of
demographic patter, their illegal

RT AS LAW TAKES ITS COURSE

Seer counsel seeks exclusive
right over re Sase

INaninteresting twist to th X]\
fforts to get bail for Kanchi \y &

etition

\¥ Ah ent in the electoral roll, ad-
vekse impact on development as
wellas posing a serious threat to
the national security. “As a result
of population movement from
Bangladesh, the indigenous
people of Assam are being reduced
toa minority in their home state,”
he said and added affected states
induded Bihar, West Bengal,
Delhi, Tripura, Nagaland and
Maharashtra. The NGO stated that
85% of the total encroached forest
landin Assam was found to be in
the hands of illegal Bangladeshi
migrants and they have a major
say in43 out of 126 Assembly con-
stituencies of the state. On the
security threat from the illegal
migrants, the petitioner said
Indian establishment believed
existence of a dose nexus between
the illegal migrants and the extr-
€emist groups operating in the
North East.

Assam prefers court
verdict on boundary

INan embarrassment to the Cen-
tre, the Congress government of
Assam on Friday said it would
rather accept the Supreme
Court's decision on its boundary
dispute with Nagaland and
Arunachal Pradesh than accept
the proposal of the Union home
ministry for its resolution.
Appearing for the Tarun Gogoi
government, senior advocate
K.K. Venugopal and counsel
Krishna Sharma contended that
Assam “cannot accept” the
precondition of the home
ministry that the finding of the
proposed Boundary Commission
constituted by it should be
binding on all parties.

7 bf Ecoizo,,”c r/m‘
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“"High Court declines bail
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By A. Subramani

CHENNAI, DEC. 8. The Madras
High Court today declined to
enlarge on bail the Kanchi
Acharya, Sri Jayendra Saras-
wathi, in the Sankararaman
murder case, saying there were
“reasonable grounds to be-
lieve” that he was shown to be
guilty of an offence punishable
with death or imprisonment for
life.

Dismissing the second bail
petition of the Acharya, Justice
R." Balasubramanian said: *“I
cannot refrain from saying that
the materials relied upon by the
prosecution would primaq facie
constitute reasonable grounds
to believe that the Acharya is
shown to be guilty of an offence
punishable with death or im-
prisonment for life.”

Once such a conclusion is ar-
rived at, the judge said, the
Acharya is “legally disabled
from coming out on bail,” be-
cause “unless the court finds
that there are no reasonable
grounds for believing that a
person is guilty of an offence
punishable with death or im-
prisonment for life, the person
accused of such an offence can-
not be released on bail. Nega-
tion of existence of such a
ground is a condition prece-

O Y DEC e

dent.” As per this statutory re-
striction, found in Section
437(1)() of the Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure, if there appears
reasonable grounds for believ-
ing that a person produced in
court on arrest has been guilty
of an offence punishable with
death or imprisonment for life,
then he shall not be released on
bail. “The statutory mandate
prescribed under Section 437(1)
(i) of the CrPC gets attracted to
the case on hand,” he noted.
Convinced that the condition
laid down in Section 437 (1){i)
was sine-qua-non (condition
precedent) for granting bail un-

der Section 439 of the Code,

which confers “special powers”
on the High Court in such mat-
ters, Mr. Justice Balasubrama-
nian said the special power
under Section 439 was only re-
stricted by Section 437(1)(i) and
not taken away.

“Materials”

The “materials,” which the
judge was referring to, included
the judicial confession of Kathi-
ravan (since retracted); state-
ments of two witnesses
recorded by a magistrate, that
the assailants were seen with
the Acharya at his office; details
of telephone numbers from
which calls were made by the

THE HINDU

- to Kanchi Acharya «»"

assailants, along with the num-
bers on which the Acharya re-
ceived the calls; recovery of 39
letters written by Sankarara-
man; and the large volume of
money withdrawn for disburs-
ing to hirelings.

As for the admissibility of this
evidence, Mr. Justice Balasu-
bramanian said, “this court
cannot go beyond prima facie
materials in support of the
charge at this stage, and cannot
look for sufficiency of the evi-
dence for a conviction.” Clar-
ifying that he was “carefully
avoiding expression of any
opinion on the merits or déne-
rits *af the prosecution:d ase
based on“the materials,” Mr.
Justice Balasubramanian said
the prosecution case was that
Sankararaman was the “thorn !
in the thigh” of the Acharya and
that the Acharya was “bent up-
on on eliminating his tormen- |
tor at any cost” The judge
pointed out that the Acharya
had been implicated in the case
only as a conspirator, adding,
“conspiracy can be established
by direct evidence or by draw-
ing legal inferences from estab-
lished circumstance.”

The judge also rejected se-
nior counsel, I. Subramaniam’s
oral plea for house custody of
the Acharya.




“Yudhonoyo ca!l/s/fér actio

YOGYAKARTA (INDONESIA), DEC. 6.
Indonesia’s President, Susilo
Bambang Yudhoyono, said on
Monday that terrorism is the
enemy of all religions and urged
regional leaders of the Islamic,
Christian, Jewish, Hindu and
Buddhist faiths to fight the
scourge.

Mr. Yudhoyono, head of the
world’s most populous Muslim
nation, made the  5ds ciiha

07 DEC 2004

opening olf a two-day meeting
of Asia-Phcific religious leaders.

“There is one exceedingly
heinous form of violence that
we must grapple with, and that
is the scourge of terrorism,” Mr.
Yudhoyono told delegates in
this court city in the heart of the
Muslim-dominated island of Ja-
va. “To my mind, terrorism to-
day must be regarded as the
enemy of all religions.”

'™

The gathering was Co-spon-
sored by Indonesia and Austra-
lia, which is keen to encourage
moderate Islam in its giant
neighbour. Indonesia has seen
three major terror bombings in
the past two years. On October
12, 2002, bombings on the re-
sort island of Bali killed 202
people, including 88 Austra-
lians. The Australian embassy in
Jakarta was hit by a bombing in

n against terror

-1

Sﬂ)tembg that killed 10 Indo-
nesians. The Australian Foreign
Minister, Alexander Downer,
told the delegates from 14 coun-
tries that “winning the battle of
ideas was key to overcoming
terrorism.”“The war on terror
will fail if it is not prosecuted
vigorously in our pulpits,
mosques, synagogues, temples
and schools as well as in our
Parliaments,” he said. — AP



ﬂlgh Court reserves orders
/on Acharya’s bail plea

By A. Subramani

CHENNAI, DEC. 6. The Madras
High Court today reserved its
orders on the Kanchi Sankara-
charya, Jayendra Saraswathi’s
bail petition in the Sankarara-
man murder case.

The entire issue now revolves
round a question of law —
whether the High Court could
exercise its “special powers” or
not under Section 439 of the
Code of Criminal Procedure,
unfettered by the conditions
laid down in Section 437(1)
Cr.P.C. and the guidelines enu-
merated by the Supreme Court
in the Pappu Yadav case.

This, in addition to the “addi-
tional information,” which in-
cluded the originals of 39 letters
written by Sankararaman; date,
time and duration of the alleged
telephone conversation be-
tween the Acharya and the as-
sailants; and details of Rs. 50
lakhs, withdrawn from three
bank accounts of the Sankara
Mutt in three different banks,
will now be considered by Jus-
tice R. Balasubramanian, who
« heard exhaustive arguments by
" enior counsel K.T.S. Tulsi for

e prosecution and senior

unsel I. Subramaniam for the

07 DEC 2004
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Contending that the matter,
for which orders were actually
reserved on November 30, had
been reopened at the behest of
the Acharya’s counsel, Mr. Tulsi
today furnished “additional in-
formation” collected during the
“last five days.”

“Four different versions”

However, Mr. Subramaniam
submitted that the prosecution
was unfairly declining to furnish
details regarding the alleged
“additional information,” and
added that “this is pot prosecu-
tion but persecution.” So far,
the prosecution had come out
with at least four different ver-
sions on the alleged telephonic
conversations. As for withdraw-
al of money, he said that from
which account it was with-
drawn, by whom and for what
purpose would have to be gone
into.

When Mr. Subramaniam said
the question over the owner-
ship and the exclusive use of the
mobile phone was yet to be as-
certained by the prosecution,
Mr. Tulsi said the investigators
had “clinching proof” that it
was in the “exclusive possession
of the Acharya and that it was

™ 1ovey,

exclusively used by him.”

Earlier in the day, Mr. Sub-
ramaniam argued that the em-
bargo on granting bail, as found
in Sectiorr 437(1), could not be
“bodily lifted and transplanted”
on Section 439, which confers
certain special powers on the
High Court in granting bail. He .
said the bar had no universal
application and called for a har-
monious reading of the two
provisions.

Mr. Tulsi, however, said the
Supreme Court, while cancell-
ing the bail of Pappu Yadav, had
categorically stated that Section
437 was a sine qua non (condi-
tion precedent) for Section 439.
“There is a difference between
appreciating evidence at a pre-
mature stage and citing reasons
as required under Section 437
(1)(D,” he said, adding that “it
was not an incidental observa-
tion nor a judgment on conces-
sion nor due to ignorance of
law.”

Hearing on the Acharya’s
other bail plea, in connection
with a two-year-old assault
case, is scheduled to start in the
Principal Sessions Court here
tomorrow.

81 additional doguments
submitted: Page 12
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.2 Acharya issue.__

NEW DELHI, Dec. 2. — Both Houses of
Parliament today witnessed heated
exchanges over the arrest and alleged
maltreatment of Kanchi Sankaracharya
Jayendra Saraswathi by the Tamil Nadu
government even as the Centre asked
Opposition parties to desist from politi-
cising the issue and allow the law to take
its own course.

The issue was raised during Zero Hour
by the BJP-led Opposition which accused
the Tamil Nadu government of “ill-treat-
ing” the pontiff and forcing witnesses to
make statements against him.

Responding to the Opposition’s
charges, the government made it clear in
both Houses that the Centre had no hand
in the case which was within the purview
of the Tamil Nadu government and the
courts there.

In the Lok Sabha, Leader of the House
Mr Pranab Mukherjee said the Prime
Minister had written the letter in view of
“humanitarian considerations” and main-
tained that since the issue was before the
court in Tamil Nadu, Parliament should
not interfere in it.

In Rajya Sabha, minister of state for
parliamentary affairs Mr Suresh Pachauri
appealed to parties not to give political
colour to the case.

In a related development, police today
began probing the mysterious death of a
Vedic scholar and devotee of Kanchi
Sankara Mutt, Ayyappa Sharma, whose
body was found in a temple tank here two
years ago. .

This follows police assertion that each
and every case of death of persons associ-
ated with the Mutt would be inquired
afresh in the wake of Shankararaman’s
murder on 3 September.

0 3 DEC 2004

rocks Parliament

'NO SANKARAGHARYA'

VARANASIL, Dec. 2. — The

Dwarikapeeth Sankaracharya Swami

Swaroopanand today asked the belea-

guered Kanchi Kamakoti Peeth Sank-

aracharya Swami Jayendra Saraswati

to step down from his post until proved
innocent by the court. '

Swaroopanand said Kanchi Kama-

koti Peeth was not aneint-

ed as one of the four

peeths of the Hindu

religion. -

The Adi Shankar-

~ acharya had founded

otily . four peeths,

Puri; Dwarka, Shrin-

geri and Badrika

Ashram Peeth and

there was no Peeth of

- Kanchi Kamkoti in the

original order, he said

adding Swami Jayendra

.- was & mere priest of a
Mutt. — PTI

Meanwhile, the office of the special
teams, probing cases against the Acharya,
have been shifted to an undisclosed
place. The teams were functioning from
the All Women’s Police Station here till
last evening. A special police team has
been sent to Andhra Pradesh to arrest
Appu alias Krishnasamy, one of the main
accused in the Shankararaman case, fol-
lowing reports that he was hiding there.

Andhra Pradesh police today also
sought the help of its Tamil Nadu coun-
terpart to arrest Usha, whose name was
linked to the Sankaracharya, in connec-
tion with a bank cheating case ‘in
Srikalahasti, about 40 km from here.

=
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links with seer

HT Correspondent Qfx\“\

Chennai, November 30

Mystery woma:}/

S
o
"

USHA RANI, the mystery woman
who, the police claim, was associat-
ed with Jayendra Saraswati, sur-
faced today in Kancheepuram and
surrendered before the team inves-
tigating the murder of Sankarara-
man even as the Madras High
Court reserved orders on the seer’s
second bail plea since his arrest.

The 41-year-old woman, flanked
by her lawyers, was taken to an
undisclosed location for question-
ing. Her lawyers told reporters
she hadn’t been hiding or ab-
sconding: the police had ques-
tioned her at Srirangam in Octo-
ber. Usha was a cancer patient
who had received generous help
from the Kanchi Mutt, and there
was nothing unbecoming in her
association with the seer.

Usha told a news channel that
the Mutt had arranged for her ac-
commodation and used to meet
her expenses. Asked about her
long conversations with Jayendra,
Usha said that as a terminally ill
patient, she used to seek “spiritu-
al solace” from the seer. She had
nothing to do with the murder and
had left her house only to avoid po-
lice harassment.

The police, who found Usha’s flat
in Srirangam locked since October
23, tracked down one of her broth-
ers in Chennai and got him to per-
suade Usha to appear before them.
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Seer confessed,

Chennai: The Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment on Monday informed the
Madras high court that Kanchi
Sankaracharya Jayendra
Saraswathi “broke down” during
interrogation and “confessed to
his involvement” in the murder of
Sankararaman, the temple offi-
cial.

Appearing on behalf of the
prosecution, senior counsel KT S
Tulsi informed the court that
“Kanchi Sankaracharya had bro-
ken down and confessed to his in-
volvement.”

Opposing the seer’s bail appli-

50 NOV 2004

cation, the second s
one filed by him in
the Sankararaman
murder case, Tulsi
said, “He seems to
be now realising
that it was a mis-
take.”

Normally con-
fessions, even
taped ones, made to
the police aren't
admissible evi-

o

says prpsecutlon

confession.

Arguments on the
M bail application be-
¢ fore Justice R Bala-
subramaniam  will
§ continue on Tuesday
in the Madras high
court.

Tulsi said the seer
had also “confessed”
that on September 1,
he had called Appu
alias Krishnasamy,

dence and guilt
must be acknowledged before a
magistrate to legally qualify as

The
Ti lMES OF//V
7

Ravi Subramaniam
and Kathiravan, who are ac-
cused in the case, and told them

that Sz:;l”(\a/rLraman had been

“tormenting” him and he should
be got rid of at any cost. |

Tulsi said the seer also admit- |
ted that he had telephonic con-
versation with some of the ac-
cused prior and after the murder.
The seer also admitted that the
cellphone from which he made
the call was for his exclusive use,
Tulsi said.

Meanwhile, a sessions court at
Chengalpattu on Monday ad-
journed the bail plea of seven of
the accused in the Sankararaman
murder case to December 6. em &




£

- For Hindu-Muslim unity a_

Sankaracharya went to jai

By Mahendra Ved/TNN

New Delhi: At a time when
the  Sankaracharaya of
Kanchi, Swami Jayendra
Saraswathi, is being prosecut-
ed on a murder charge, it may
be worthwhile to recall how
and why, way back in 1921, Ja-
gadguru Sankaracharaya of
Puri, went to jail.

He did so for upholding
what he considered the
“Hindu Dharma” of pro-
moting Hindu-Muslim uni-
ty The Khilafat Movement
against the British for hav-
ing deposed the last Caliph
was at its peak. Swami
Bharati Krishna Tirath Ji
shared the platform with
the famous Ali Brothers —
Maulanas Mcohammed Alj *
and Shaukat Ali — Dr Kitch-
lew, Maulana Husain Ahmed
of Degband and others.

Al of them, called
“Karachi Non-cooperators”,
because they delivered their
speeches at the All India Khi-
lafat Conference in Karachi,
were accused of “criminal
conspiracy to seduce Mo-
hammedan soldiers in the
British Army”.

But they earned Mahatma
Gandhi’s approval. In his for-
ward to the book ‘Historic

Trial’ that published the pro-
ceedings in court, Gandhi
noted, “The prisoners may
have lacked dignity, they
may have lacked grace. They
certainly did not lack
courage and fruth. They
dared to think audibly”

The most strident “defi-
ance” of the court came from

In 1921, the Sankaracharya |

of Puri went to jall for

upholding what he
considered the ‘Hindu
.dharma’ of prometing
Hindu-Muslim unity

Swami Bharati Krishna
Tirth, an acknowledged au-
thority on Vedic mathemat-
ics. While others made their
depositions, the Swami re-
mained seated while answer-
ing questions in Karachi City
Magistrate S M Talati’s court.

Warned repeatedly, he said
that his position was higher
than that of the judge and that
his religion forbade his get-
ting up “before anyone except
his Guru”. His statement was
notrecorded and a note to that

N

effect was made by the judge.
Swami also stood out for
his speech that was submit-
ted as an exhibit in court. Re-
garding Khilafat as “a ques-
tion of supreme Dharmik
importance”, he argued that
what the British did to an Is-
lamic institution, they could
do to institutions of other re-
B ligions as well.
| He quoted Sarojini
. Naidu, another Khilafat
¢ Movement member, that
. “Mecca ought to be to Hin-
¢ dus as Kashi or Ramesh-
{ war”. “Going into the tech-
¢ nical ecclesiastical point of
¢ view, we see that Khilafat is
! a matter of vital impor-
tance to every Hindu who
elieves in Hindu scrip-
* tures,” the Swami declared.
The trial came soon after
the Jallianwala Bagh mas-
sacre and the Congress’ call
for Swaraj. “The Punjab
wrongs and the Khilafat
wrongs remain unredressed
today, as they were in the past.
We have no option but to take
the matter in our hands,” he
said. But he wanted to do it
through non-violent means.
Records show that rather
than punish the popular lead-
ers, the court declared them
as hostile and let them off.




’Kal%(chi seer
Qoo

remangigd
till De¢ 10

Kancheepuram: With a

court here on Friday morn-

ing extending the judicial re-

mand of Kanchi seer Jayen-
- dra Saraswathi till December
i 10, the seer was taken to
- Chennai for being produced

The magistrate had on No-
vember 12 remanded the seer
to judicial custody in Vellore
prison till Friday when he
was first produced before
him after his arrest in Mah-
boobnagar in  Andhra
3 Pradesh a day earlier
for his alleged role in
the murder of
Sankararaman, an offi-
cial of the Varadaraja
Perumal temple here,
on September 3. Earlier,
the seer, brought from
the Vellore prison, was

produced before the

3 court at 11.10 am and
the magistrate told him

- that his remand was be-
b ing extended till Decem-
S ; ber 10. The court pro-
- Ll ceedings lasted barely
2 "y = five minutes (iclrnd the
e 7 Swep3f  Seer was soon driven to
- POﬂtlﬂ SEE%”‘% §§3§§ the district police com-
i Chennai: Kanchi seer Jayendra %l:)i(lle(;vt?ﬁerO gren re
. Saraswathi on Monday filed sepa- Tight security arran-
, ratebail applications in the Madras gements had been
s HCand the principal sessions court. made in the court com-
_ Both applications will be heard in plex in view of the
1 therespective courts on Monday. In seer’s production in the
r his bail plea, the second before the court. Police formally
| high court, the Shankaracharya arrested the seer on
a Sought bail on the grounds of November 93 in con-
change of circumstances. nection with the as-

t The seer contended that a co-ac- sault on former mutt
.. cused, Kathiravan, had openly stat- associate G Radhakr-

. L}

s edinthe Kancheepuram court that ishnan and two others
r he had been beaten up at a police in Chennai in Septem-

station and forced to sign a state-
ment as directed by them in the

ber 2002, by serving the

presence of a tahsildar. /1

in a court there in connec-
tion with an attempt to mur-
der case filed against him by
the Tamil Nadu police.

The Shankaracharya, ar-
rested in connection with
the Sankararaman murder

1 case, was taken to Chennai,
~ about 70 km from here, at
1 1.20 pm after a two-hour rest
at the district police office
complex after first class ju-
s dicial magistrate G Uthama-
f  raj extended his remand by
- 15 days on expiry of the first
remand.

27 NOV 208

arrest memo at the Vel
lere  prison. The
acharya had been

charged with attempt to
murder in the case.

Magistrate uthamaraj re-
manded to judicial custody
two more accused— Ambika-
pathy and Anilkumar— in
the murder case till Decem-
ber 8 and 9 respectively.

Ambikapthy, who had sur-
rendered before a court in
Alandur on November 17,
had been remanded to two
days police custody by the
magistrate on Wednesday as
against five days sought by
the prosecution. en
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1 said so:
DMK chlef

News Service

CHENNAI, Nov. 24. — The DMK president today said
the re-arrest of the Kanchi Sankaracharya in a two-year-
old criminal case has only confirmed his suspicion about
personal vendetta behind his arrest in the murder of
Shankararaman, an official of the Kanchi Mutt.

Reacting to a statement by chief minister Miss
Jayalalitha last night, Mr M Karunanidhi said here that
he stood by his stand that if the Sankaracharya had com-
mitted any offence he deserved to be punished. “There
can be no two opinions on that,” he said.

Miss Jayalalitha had accused him of doing a volte face
after threatening to go on a fast if the real culprits behind
Sankararaman’s murder were not brought to book. He
had also subsequently welcomed the arrest of the
Acharya, she had pointed out in her five-page statement.

Mr Karunanidhi said the post-arrest developments
made him suspect there was more to the case than met the
eye, particularly the re-arrest in a case relating to assault of
a Mutt devotee, Mr Radhakrishnan, and his family mem-
bers in Chennai in September 2002. The DMK chief
showed scribes a published photograph of Miss Jayalalitha
seated alongside the Sankaracharya, “a rare honour”
extended to select people. Mr Karunanidhi refused to
react to the charge made by VHP president Mr Ashok
Singhal that Miss Jayalalitha fell out with the pontiff over
the purchase of a hospital near Chennai by the Mutt — a
charge which the chief minister has strongly denied.

In her statement last night, Miss Jayalalitha dismissed as
Mr Karunanidhi’s charge that the Acharya’s arrest was
motivated by “personal dealings” between them, as “the
height of absurdity”. She warned that legal action would
be taken if such malicious charges were made. She also
termed Mr Singhal’s “certain remarks” as “irresponsible”.
“Such fabricated statements are put out in a desperate bid
to deflect attention from the heinous and barbaric crime
that has been committed,” she said. Dismissing another
charge, by senior BJP leader Mr Murli Manohar Joshi,
that the arrest was a prelude to the state government
taking over the Mutt, Miss Jayalalitha said she had
already sajd“in the Assembly that her government had
no inteption of taking over the administration.

25 NOV 2008 THE STATESMAN



Religious leaders from Karnataka, Visveswarateerth Swami of Pejawar

.

Mutt, Dayanand Saraswati, Art of Living Foundation founder Sri

Sri Ravishankar (third from left), Shivaratri Deshikendra Swami of Sutter Mutt, Balgangadharnath Swami of Adi Chunchungiri Mutt
and Tarlabalu Shivamurthy Shivacharya Swami, at a meeting to discuss the arrest of the Kanchi Sankaracharya,

in Bangalore on Wednesday. — PTI

Southern seers see unholy mess

Statesman News Service

BANGALORE, Nov. 24. — Nearly
20 religious heads from different
South Indian Mutts protested here
today against what they termed was
the ill treatment meted out to the
Kanchi Sankaracharya by the Tamil
Nadu government.

While asserting that nobody was
above the law, they argued that the
Acharya was merely an accused but
was péing treated as a criminal. They
urged the Tamil Nadu government
show proper courtesy and respect
to the Acharva. /

25 NOV 20me

At the same time, the religious
leaders, including Sri Sri Ravisha-
nkar of Art of Living, were quick to
acknowledge that it was necessary
for the law to take its own course.

The meeting, held under the aegis
of Sri Ravishankar, was attended by
Ms Uma Bharti’s guru, Shri Vishves-
wara Theeratha Swami, Jagadguru
Shri Deshikendra Swamy, Suttur,
Balagangadhar Natha Swamy from
Adichunchungiri, Dayanandasaras-
wati Swamy, Kudligi Sringeri Swami
and representatives of several other
religious bodies.

These leaders also urged the ];2&1

~ Nadu government to refrain {pom

opposing the Acharya’s bail and to
treat the Sankaracharya with utmost
dignity and reverence. “He is not a |
criminal, only an accused. He must |
be treated with dignity and honour,”
was the common refrain.

Bharadwaj on CBI probe

Union law minister Mr Hansraj Bh-
aradwaj today said a CBI inquiry into
the arrest of the Sankaracharya was
possible only on the direction of the
court or when the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment made such a request. “There
is no question of the Centre taking
any initiative in the matter,” he said.

THE STATESMAN
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ture of true Hinduism

which the RSS and the Sangh
Parivar mean to distort beyond
recognition? Any Hindu of some
education would know it: he is
not required to be a scholar in
our scriptures. The teachings of
Sri Ramakrishna and his disci-
ple, Swami Vivekananda, have
made the substance of our philo-
sophy and religion so clear that
it has entered into our intellec-
tual bloodstream.
. Let me put the substance of
their teachings in the words of
Max Muller whom Vivekananda
called a “Vedantist of Vedan-
tists”.: “What distinguishes the
Vedanta phifosophy from all
other philosophies is that it is at
the same time a religion and a
philosophy... It is the most sub-
lime philosophy and the most
satisfying religion.” (Three: lec-
tures on the Vedanta Philosophy,
1894).

Vedantic Monism

But this Vedantism as the es-
sence of Hinduism is completely
ignored by the RSS and other
constituents of the Sangh Pari-
var. There is not even a passing
remark on it in Savarkar’s Hin-
dutva. In Welter K Anderson
and Shridhar Damle’s The
Brotherhood of Saffron: The
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
And Hindu Revivalism (1987)
there is a chapter entitled “Ideo-
logy, Organisation and Training”
which begins with a two-page
section on “Belief System of the
RSS” where there are some ob-
servations on Sankara’s Advaita
Vedanta, but the idea is not
woven into the RSS programme.

Obviously there is no place for
Vedantic Monism in the ideo-
logy of the organisation of a sec-
tarian and communal Sangh
devoted to Savarkar’s idea of a
Hindu land. There is no room in
this ideology for what Sir Bra-
jendra Nath Seal presented as
the ideal of Ramakrishna as a
“cosmic humanist in religion” in
his presidential address at the
Parliament of Religions held in
Kolkata in March 1937 to cele-
brate the birth centenary of Sri

25 NOV 2004

\| The Lofty Humanism Is Being Destroyed

By RK DASGUPTA

Ramakrishna. Where 1is the
place for a cosmic humanism in
religion in the programme of a
Sangh gathering bricks and mor-
tar for the construction of a Ram
temple at Ayodhya?

Let us remember that Swami
Vivekananda who never objec-
ted to his being called a Hindu
monk was not happy about the
word Hindu. In his address on

@‘ 2 B o '\ u{‘ l ¢ l » i %#\

Vedantism at Jaffna Vivekanan-
da said: “The word Hindu, by
which it is the fashion nowadays
to style ourselves, has lost all its
meaning for this word merely
meant those who lived on the
other side of the river Indus.
This name was murdered into
Hindu by the ancient Persians. 1
therefore would not use the
word Hindu. What word should
we use then? The other words
which alone we can use are
either the Vaidikas, followers of
the Vedas, or better still the Ved-
antists, followers of the Vedan-
ta” (Complete Works). But the
Sangh Parivar has a horror of the
Vedanta, obviously for its univ-
ersalism which is inconsistent
with their concentration on a
particular tract of land, Ayod-
hya. I can imagine if Savarkar’s
Hindutva, the basic scripture of
the RSS were published in the

THE STATESMAN

life-time of Vivekananda and if
it were shown to him at Belur he
would have quietly thrown it into
the Ganges.

Scholarship

The ideas of the RSS would
have been revolting to our great
minds from Rammohun to Sri
Aurobindo. What our true reli-

i “& e

gion is we have learnt from
Rammohun, Sri Ramakrishna,

Bankim Chandra, Rabindra-
nath, Vivekananda and Sri
Aurobindo. For the average In-
dian it may not be possible to
choose Rammohun’s sayings on
our religion from his complete
works published in several volu-
mes in the thirties of the last
century. But we can now read
the Essential Writings of Raja
Rammohun Ray edited by Bruce
Carlisle Robertson and pub-
lished by the Oxford University
Press in 1999. This work will
convince its readers that Ram-
mohun found the essence of
Hinduism in Vedanta.

Sri Ramakrishna too is a Ved-
antist. Bankim worshipped his
God in a temple, but he never
reduced his religion to a matter
of bricks and mortar. That Vive-
kananda was a Vedantist has

been already stressed in this ar-
ticle. Few of us can master the
30-volume complete works of Sri
Aurobindo published in 1972.
But we can read Robert A
Mcdermott’s Six Pillars: Intro-
ductions to the Major Works of Sri
Aurobindo (1974) and Stephen
H Phillips’s Philosophy of
Brahman (1986) to see that Sri
Aurobindo was essentially a
Vedantist. Peter Hees’s The Es-
sential Writings of Sri Aurobindo
(1988) is an excellent guide to
Sri Aurobindo’s ideas on our
religion. But what would we read
to understand the religion of
Ram Shila?

Hedgewar and Golwalkar
have not attracted the attention
of the world of scholars. The
two-volume The Saffron Swas-
tika: The Notion of Hindu Fas-
cism (2001) by the Flemish-
speaking Belgian, Moenraad
Elst is not read by even those
who are expected to appreciate
his sympathy for the RSS.

Humanity

Actually the RSS or the VHP
or even the BJP have not attrac-
ted the world’s attention. M
Brecher’'s Nehru: A Political
Biography was published by the
Oxford University Press in 1959,
five years before the death of
Nehru. The same house last year
published Judith M Brown’s
Nehru: A Political Life. 1t is a
large 407-page work by a distin-
guished Oxford historian who is
Beit Professor of Common-
wealth History at Oxford. The
Sangh Parivar has no presence in
the world of scholarship. It
seems the civilised world does
not care for those whose ideo-
logy is to demolish a mosque and
build a temple.

Let me end this article with
the words of Sri Aurobindo:
“The widest synthesis of perfec-
tion possible to thought is the
sole effort entirely worthy of
those whose dedicated vision
perceives that God dwells
concealed in humanity”. This

lofty humanism is being
destroyed by the Hindutva
doctrine.

(Concluded)
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o invented the word
“Hindutva”? In other
words, who is the first to

use the word? It is not a Sanskrit
word. There is no such word in
Vedic or classical Sanskrit. “Hin-
du” is there in Sir Monier Mo-
nier-William’s large 1,333-page
A Sanskrit-English Dictionary
first published in 1899. There is,
however, a very brief entry on
the word “Hindu” saying that
the word is derived from Persian.
Damodar Vinayak Savarkar was
the first to use the word in his
work Hindutva first published in
1923. Within two years it became
the battle-cry of the Rashtriya
Swayam Sevak Sangh founded in
1925 as a Hindu organisation.

Savarkar

When the Bharatiya Janata
Party, the political wing of the
RSS, headed a fragile coalition
government at the Centre, Hin-
dutva ceased to be a battle cry
because the coalition, the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance, did
not favour the ideology. But LK
Advani, the new BJP president,
has revived the Hindutva ideo-
logy as the central doctrine of
the party and has declared in a
shrill voice that it is the spirit
behind the determination of the
party to rebuild the Ram Temple
at Ayodhya.

What did Savarkar mean by
his Hindutva? 1 possess a copy
of the second edition of Hindut-
va published in 1942 and I know
it is an exact reprint of the first.
Savarkar defines his Hindutva
thus: “A Hindu is he who looks
upon the land that extends from
Sindhu to Sindh, from the Indus
to the seas as the land of his
forefathers — his pitribhu, who
inberits the blood of that race
and culture, as expressed in their
common classic language, the

The author, an eminent scholar, is
former Director, the National
Library of India.
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No Less Akin To Islamic Idea of Holy Land

- By BK DASGUPTA

sangskrita and represented by a
common history, a common lit-
erature, art and architecture, law
and jurisprudence, rites and
rituals, ceremonies and sacram-
ents, fairs and festivals and who
above all addresses the land as
the Sindhusthan, as his punya-
bhu, as his holy land, the land of
his prophets and seers, of his
godmen and gurus, the land of

piety and pilgrimage”.

Let us not fail to realise that
the concept of Hindutva is a geo-
graphical concept, a racial con-
cept, a cultural concept, on the
whole it is essentially a national
and political concept. It resemb-

les Hitler’s Germanic-Aryan
concept which prompted him to
conquer the whole of Europe. It
is no less akin to the fundamen-
talist Islamic idea of holy land.

Rath Yatra

We may now turn to the com-
mon Indian idea of Indian iden-
tity, an idea sustained by the spi-
rit of our Vedanta, the essence of
our religion, which is also our
philosophy as it has been presen-
ted by our great minds, Ram-
muhun, Ramakrishna, Viveka-

THE STATESMAN

nanda and Aurobmdo

Advani came to power and be-
came deputy prime minister of
India through a movement basi-
cally sustained by the RSS ideo-
logy of Hindutva. His Rath Yatra
of September 1990, a procession
in a rath from Somnath in Guja-
rat, winding some 10,000 kilo-
metres through western and nor-
thern India and scheduled to

end in Ayodhya, was essentially
an RSS movement. And he
made that clear by flaunting the
RSS saffron flag in his chariot
without however forgetting to
place by its side the lotus symbol
of the BIP. The RSS fortnightly
called this Rath Yatra a dharma
yuddha (holy war).

As Thomas Blom Hensen,
professor in the department of
geography and International
Development Studies at Roskl-
ide University, Denmark, says in
his The Saffron Wave (1999)
published by the Oxford Univer-
sity Press says: “It left hundreds
of anti-Muslim pogroms in its
trail”. Advani’s yatra brought a
happy turning point in BJP’s
electoral fortunes. It emerged as
the second largest party in our

M\\\
parliament with 119 seats, ex-
panding its share of the total
vote from 11.4 per cent in 1989
to 19.9 per cent in 1991. The
demolition of the Babari Masjid
at Ayodhya on 6 December 1992
ultimately led to the formation

of a BJP coalition government at
the Centre.

Battle cry

Advani has raised the RSS
battle cry soon after his becom-
ing the BJP president because he
believes that it is the RSS ideo-
logy of Hindutva which once
brought political power to the
BJP. He now affirms that Hin-
dutva ideology alone can restore
the party its political power. He
is bent on reviving the Hindu
militancy in Indian politics. As
Peter van der Veer, professor of
Comparative Religions at Univ-
ersity of Amsterdam has shown
in his Religious Nationalism: Hin-
dus and Muslims in India (first
published by the University of
California in 1994, later issued
as an Oxford India Paperback in
1995). the RSS, the BJP and the
Vishva Hindu Parisad are flocks
of the same political herd.

What must we now say about
the RSS after the BJP president
has raised his battle cry of Hin-
dutva? The most quotable re-
mark on the RSS is that of
Madhu Limaye, the socialist
leader, who used to be adored by
the Indian political community
for his integrity as no less for
courage. Limaye said about the
RSS in an article in Sunday (10
June 1979) that “the RSS ideo-
logy is very clear. It is a supra-
party paramilitary organisation
which wants to take over the
state and the nation, and estab-
lish an authoritarian regime in
the manner of the Nazi leader”.
None of us can improve on this
statement in precision and
lucidity in a description of the
RSS.

(1o be concluded)
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Court rejects extension

of Seer’s

s\/;

police custody

HT Denies Lawyer S Presence Durmd Interrogation

TiMmeS NEws NETWORK

Chennai/Kancheepuram: Kanchi
Shankaracharya Jayendra
Saraswathi will not stay in police
custody till 2 pm on Tuesday. And
when he is in custody, his lawyer
will not be present.

That was the essence of the legal
orders on Monday. The Kancheepu-
ram Judicial Magistrate-1 on Mon-
day rejected the petition seeking ex-
tension of police custody of the
seer by another day. Justice G. Ut-
tamraja held that the Acharya had
been interrogated enough. He also
rejected the contention that further
custody was necessary to verify
some bank accounts which was not
possible on Sunday, on the grounds
that the seer’s presence for that was
not necessary.

Meanwhile, the Madras High
Court denied permission for an ad-
vocate to be present during the in-
terrogation of the seer while in cus-
tody. At the Kancheepuram hear-
ing, the prosecutor had submitted
that the seer was co-operating with
the police. The magistrate then
asked the Acharya what he had to
say about this. The seer replied:
“They have asked ail the questions
they want.”

Defence counsels Y.T. Thyagara-
janand K.S. Dinakaran argued that
bank accounts could be verified
even in the absence of the pontiff
and that there was no need for his
presence.

The magistrate, in fact, had asked
the seer whether he was tortured, to
which the Shankara-charya replied
in the negative. Doctors, he informed
the court, had been examining him
thrice a day The Madras HC dis-
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5aja vengeful, says

Karunanidhi

Chennai: In surprising com-
ments that indicate a turnaround,
DMK president M Karunanidhi
on Monday said “vengeance”
could be seen in chief minister J
: Jayalalithaa’s ar-
: rest of Kanchi seer
| and “doubts” have
arisen over many
issues.
Y Karunanidhi,
_} who had welcomed
the arrest as an “honest action”
earlier, told reporters that one
could not “forget” that there had
been “many personal matters”
between the CM and the seer,
“The way Shanakaracharya has
been dealt with is too much. The
Prime Minister has said the same
thmg We appreciated’ Veerap-
pan’s capture and the filing of
case against and arrest of
Shankaracharya.” en

O"'INDIA

missed a petition challenging the
Kancheepuram judicial magistrate’s
order remanding him to three days ir
police custody. Justice A.K. Rajan.
who in the morning granted permis-
sion for the Acharya’s counsel to be
with him during interrogation, mod-
ified his ruling in the afternoon deny-
ing the permission.

Sources close to the Kanchi Mutt
said the decision to approach the
Supreme Court for a bail had not
been taken yet. The senior Pontiff
did not approve of the idea, they
added.

BJP president L. K Advani on
Monday called on Vijayendra
Saraswathi, junior pontiff of the
Kanchi Mutt in Kancheepuram. “I
hope this unfortunate episode of
the arrest of Kanchi
Shankaracharya Jayendra
Saraswathi will end soon. In this,
public and judicial opinion will cer-
tainly have a say,” Advani told re-
porters after a 35-minute meeting
with the junior Acharya.

Stepping up their campaign in
support of the jailed pontiff, a dele-
gation of Hindu religious leaders
on Monday met the President in
New Delhi and demanded his inter-
vention to secure the pontiff’s re-
lease. The 18-member delegation,
which also included VHP leaders
Ashok Singhal and Vishnu Hari
Dalmia, also demanded a “fair and
impartial” CBI probe into the case
and shifting of trial outside Tamil
Nadu.

Meanwhile, disturbed over the
arrest of the Kanchi seer, a Hindu
Munnani activist on Monday com-
mitted suicide by consuming poi-
son at Palladam, about 40 km from
Coimbatore.
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~Sankaracharya

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

CHENNAI, Nov. 20. —
Madras H1gh Court today
denied bail to the Kanchi
Sankaracharya Jayendra
Saraswathi, who was
arrested in connection
with the murder of a tem-
ple official in Kanchee-
puram. The
Sankaracharya is likely
to move the Supreme
Court tomorrow challeng-
ing the rejection of his
bail petition.

Sources  said  the

Acharya’s counsel would
file a Special Leave
Petition tomorrow and
make a ‘mention’ of it in
the Apex Court on
Monday.
Passing his order this
evening, Mr Justice R
Balasubramanian, who
heard extensive argu-
ments by the Tamil Nadu
public prosecutor, said
bail could not be granted
“at this stage.”

The defence lawyers had
moved the bail applica-
tion before the High
Court on 12 November,
shortly after the senior
pontiff was remanded to
judicial custody by the
Kancheepuram magis-
trate and sent to the
Vellore Central prison,

aboyt 170 kms from here.
/ﬁl’l}‘E was arrested on 11

ovember from his Meh-
boob Nagar camp in And-
hra Pradesh.

On Friday, the Kanchee-
puram first class magis-
trate, Mr G Uthamaraj,
granted police custody of
the Sankaracharya. Even
" this was challenged by
the defence in a separate
petition before the High

wt{emed bail,
may move 2Sc

Advani sees
Emergency

re-run in arrest

NEW DELHI, Nov. 20.
— Even as the BJP
launched a nationwide
agitation today to pro-
test the arrest of the
Kanchi Sankarachar-
va, Jayendra Saras-
wathi, the BJP
president, Mr LK
Advani, equated the
arrest with the i imposi-
tion of Emergency in
1975. He warned the
authorities that people
would give a befitting
Tgly to this move.

e Sankaracharya’s
arrest is as significant -
in the history of the
nation as the i 1mposl-
tion of emergency,”
said Mr Advani. “The
Communists were with
the Congress govern-
ment during the Emer-
gency. Today they are
with the same govern-
ment.” Mr Advani
plans to sit on dharna
in Chennai on 22 No-
vember to protest
against the “treatmen-
t” meted out to the
Sankaracharya.

— SNS & PTI

Court, which would give
its Verdlct on Monday
morning, when the three-
day police custody comes
to an end. Tamil Nadu
police have sought an
extension of custody by
two more days. The police
proposed to move the
Kancheepuram first class
Jjudicial magistrate’s court
for extending the custody.

THE STATESMAN



Police remalfcyor
-+ Kanchi seer

194 om

challenged in HC

TiMes NEws NETWORK

Chennai/ Kancheepuram: The police
custody ordered by the Kancheepuram
Judicial Magistrate on Friday morning
to the Kanchi Shankaracharya Sri Jayen-
dra Saraswathi was challenged by senior
advocate B. Kumar in the Madras high
court in the afternoon. The plea was ad-
mitted in Justice V. Kanakaraj’s court
and posted for hearing on Saturday.

garajan sought permission to argue on
the petition filed at the time of remand.
The magistrate allowed him to present
his case before passing the orders.
Thyagarajan cited a 1978 supreme
court judgment relating to Nandini Sat-
pathy vs State of India where permis-
sion for the lawyer to be present during
police custody was granted. After the ar-
guments were concluded, the magistrate
asked the Shankaracharya if he was

An order on a bail petition from the
Acharya is still pending in the g
Madras high court. Justice R. }

Balasubramaniam on Thurs-

day reserved his order indefi- §

nitely. At Kancheepuram, Sri
Jayendra Saraswathi was sent

to police custody from 12.05 pm 2

on Friday to 10.30 am on Monday

(November 22) and taken to the |
all-woman police station. The §

police are likely to question him
on the banking transactions and
cellphone calls made and re-
ceived around the time of the
murder of temple accountant
Shankararaman.

On the prosecution plea seek- )

ing five days police custody, ju-
dicial metropolitan magistrate
court-I magistrate G. Uthama-
raj granted three-day custody
He did not grant the main plea
of the defence counsel seeking
permission for a lawyer to be
present during interrogation.
However, he permitted one
lawyer chosen by the
Shankaracharya to meet him at
the place of custody every day
between 6 pm and 7 pm. A gov-
ernment doctor was also or-
dered to give Shankaracharyaa
daily medical check-up.
Though the defence counsel
sought the court’s permission
to allow the seer to do daily
puja in custody, the order did
not touch upon it. The order
was delivered five minutes be-
fore 12 noon, ending of ‘rahu
kalamy’. The Shankaracharya
had on Thursday requested the

well, to which the latter merely nodded.

=)

| # o i
Kanchi seer leaves Vellore prison for
the Kancheepuram court

BIF pland Y-day stir
New Delhi: Joining issue with the Tamil Nadu
government on the arrest of Kanchi Shank- |
aracharya Jayendra Saraswati, an agitated BJP
on Friday announced the launch of a three-day
nationwide stir from Saturday against the police
remand for him with former prime minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee and party president L K Advani
planning a dharna and fast here.

It accused both the Tamil Nadu government
and the Centre of “assaulting and insulting
Hindu religion.” Advani will lead a day-long
dharna and observe fast here on Saturday; fol-
lowed by senior leaders Murli Manohar Joshi
and Jaswant Singh on the subsequent days to
protest against the Kanchi seer being sent to
three-day police custody. rn

judgment be pronounced at 12.30 pm,
stating that rahu kalam (inauspicious
time) was from 10.30 am to 12 noon.

The seer was brought here from the
Vellore Central Prison at 10.30 am as di-
rected by the court. When the magistrate
came at 11.25 am, defence counsel Y. Thya-

2 0 NOY 20:4

The mutt’s banking transactions are
bound to come under intense scrutiny.
The police have already taken details re-
lating to the mutt’s bank accounts, details
of the numerous trusts, their activities
and beneficiaries. The police are closely
going through all functions of the mutt.

THE i S (Jj:: ENDIA
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Hard evidence against

Sankaracharya:

CHENNAI, Nov. 17. — The
Tamil Nadu police had “shocking
information” directly linking the
Kanchi Sankaracharya, Shri Ja-
yendra Saraswathi, with the mur-
der of Shankar Raman, a temple
official at Kancheepuram, chief
minister Miss J Jayalalitha told
the Assembly today.

Making a suo motu statement,
Miss Jayalalitha said some people
had questioned “the correctness”
of arresting a popular religious
leader. “Our government did not
make the arrest anticipating any
bouquets or fearing any blame... It
was done in the spirit that every-
one is equal in the eyes of law.”

She added that it was only
“proper” that she informed the
House first regarding the case’s
details as the Assembly session
had been convened.

She said: “Certain shocking pie-
ces of definitive information have

,come to light on the acharya’s

Jaya

L™

,,,,,,

involvement in the murder based
on confessions of some of the
accused and certain other materi-
als seized from them”. There was
also enough evidence to prove
that the acharya in 2002 “con-
spired to kill” Mr Radhakrishnan,
a former Sankara Mutt employee.

Police had also found evidence
which showed that the acharya was
linked to the payment of money
from a Kanchi Mutt bank account
to hire the killers and had five con-
versations over the phone with the
hit team. — SNS

Another report on page 3
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Court wants Seer

Statesman News Service

KANCHEEPURAM, Nov.
16. — A sessions court here
today directed the police to
produce betore it the Sankar-
achary a of Kanchi Kamakoti
Peetarm. Jayendra Saraswa-
thi, on & November. He was
arrestexd and remanded in ju-
dicial custody in connection
with a murder case.

The Secr’s plea is to come
up foer hearing at Madras
High Court tomotrow.

The Seer was lodged in an
ordinary cell with not even
an electrical fan and he slept
on the bare tfloor, the Seer’s
advocates said here. They
had met the acharya on Sun-
day and he looked “normal”
but “~very tired”.

First class magistrate M
G Ughamarajan gave the di-
rection when a petition filed
by th e police sceking custody
of the Sankaracharya camc
up for hearing.

When court proceedings
began, Mr Y Thiagarajan.
counsel for Jayendra Saras-
wathn appealed to the coun

to ghve Rtm an opportiiny i
e Bis obecton w poelic
cust ady. T only Bearid o

e police Niling o podto
sceking custody of the achar-
va in the media, I have not
been given any notice or in-
forimation cven though |
hav e been present through-
out the duy in the court. It
there is such a petition then |
sho-uld be given the opportu-
nitw 1o oppose the same,” Mr
Thaagarajan told the court,
see king all the documenis
and case records for perusal.

O)n its part. the prosecu
Ho pFeltit was pot necessary
(O 1ssue any notice to the de-

fenee for an application (for
custody) of this nature. The
magistrate also adjourned
wll i# November another pe-
titton filed on behalf of the
Seer secking certain special
Lacilities for him while in ju-
dicial custody.

In his petition, the Kanchi
Seer, who has been reman-
ded in judicial custody till 26
November, had sought cer-
tain facilities like hospitalisa-
tion. permission to do puja
and cook his own foad as re-
quired by the Mutt traditions.

With regard to the defen-
ce’s plea for documents relat-
ing to the case, the prosecu-
tion said the defence was not
entitled to documents at this

¢y S

yd

stage. Mr Thiagarajan con-
tended that he needed to pe-
ruse all the documents relat-
ing to the case, particularly
the FIR and remand report,
to effectively argue the Seer’s
plea at the High Court.

A late night report said he
was given a copy of the FIR.

Meanwhile, senior BJP
leader Mr Murli Manohar
Joshi, who was granted per-
mission to meet the Sankar-
acharya at the Vellore Jail,
said the Seer had conveyed
to him that he would accept
whatever the court decided.

Emerging from his 20-mi-
nute meeting with the
acharya, former HRD minis-
ter Mr Joshi told reporters:

&

NO TANDAVA THIS: Shiv Sena activists burn effigy of Miss Jayalalitha in Amritsar on Tuesday. — PTi

“The manner in which San-
karacharya was arrested is
most reprehensible. But if
there is something, let the
court decide it. Even swamiji
is saying he will accept what-
ever the court verdict is.”

Stating that devotees across
the nation were anguished
and angry by certain observa-
tions of the prosecution that
the Sankaracharya could poi-
son himself if he was allowed
to cook his own food in jail,
Mr Joshi said: “I think this is
a totally absurd notion.”

As for the prosecution’s
claim that the Seer was plan-
ning to flee to Nepal, the
BJP leader said: “Such talk
is sullying his reputation as

presence

well as that of the Mutt.”

Observing that the Seer’s
arrest should have been
done with the government’s
approval, Mr Joshi said: “f
cannot say what are the rea-
sons behind it. But T can
surely say this does not seem
to be any ordinary case.”
Whiie he would not be meet-
ing Miss Jayalalitha, he
added: “I might send my re-
port to her. Swamiji only
said that God should give
wisdom to everyone.”

Mr George Fernandes, who
also met the Sankaracharya,
said the arrest violated “hu-
man rights”. “For his stature,
this kind of treatment should
not have been given,” he said.

I'm in deep
SOIrrow:
Vijayendra

_Statesman News Service

EPURAM, Nov. 16. — “I am in
14 deep sorrow,” a visi-
R | bly shaken Vijayen-
' dra Saraswathi, the
junior pontiff and
heir apparent to the
Mutt, told reporters
here after he arrived
from Mehboob Na-
gar near Hyderabad
this morning.
The junior achar-
ya arrived at the
Mutt for the first

Vijayendra Saraswathi at the time after the arrest
of Jayendra Saras-

Mutt on Tuesday. — PT wathi in connection

with the murder of a temple employee. As he
reached the Saruvatheertha Kulam, a temple
tank, just outside this small temple town, th
junior acharya’s car was stopped by enthusias
tic devotees, who greeted him warmly wit
shawls, fruits and flowers.

Looking bewildered by the sudden flash o
lights from video and still cameras of mediaper
sons, Vijayendra Saraswathi, dressed in tradi
tional saffron robes and holding the holy staff]
was hurriedly ushered in through the doors
Mutt officials. Mediapersons were pushed back
and not allowed to enter the Mutt, even as man-
ager Mr Sundaresa lyer shouted at scribes to
leave the place. He said the junior pontiff did
not wish to make any press statement.

After sometime, reporters, however, were al-
lowed in on the condition that the junior pon-
tiff would not be bombarded with questions.

Appearing before mediapersons in the cen-
tral prayer hall of the Mutt, Vijayendra Saras-
wathi, appearing grave and disturbed, said af-
ter a long pause: “I am deep in sorrow. Let us
all pray with utmost devotion.”

Urged by former Chief Election Commis-
sioner Mr TN Seshan, an ardent Mutt devotee,
to wind up the brief show, the junior seergot
up, wiping away a tear. There was a sudden
buzz of activity as he returned to the Mutt.

Ve
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Hyderabad, November 15

A8 VARIOUS Hindu organisatio-
ns continued their protest against
the arrest of Kanchi Sankarach-
aryadJayendra Saraswati, RSS spo-
kesperson Ram Madhav arrived in
Andhra Pradesh’s Mehboobnagar
on Monday to meet the junior Ka-
nchi Sankaracharya Vijayendra
Saraswati.

Former BJP MP from Meh-
boobnagar A.P, Jithender Reddy
told PTI that Vijayvendra, who is
serforming a yagya in the town,
1as asked for a CBI probe into the
urest of the seer,

“The swamiji is of the view that
mly a CBI probe can help get to
he truth apd ensure justice,” Red-
ly told PTI in Hyderabad. Vi—_

P\

jayendra has written a letter to
Union home minister Shivraj
Patil demanding the CBI inquiry,
Reddy said.

In Chennai, the Tamil Naduy
government granted senior BJP
leader M.M. Joshi permission to
meet the seer, who is lodged in
the Vellore jail. Joshi said that he
had been permitted to meet the
seer in prison on Tuesday.

With speculation rife that the
bolice may raid the Kancheepu-
ram mutt, advocates for the mutt
have said that the police would
have to issue them with a notice
before searching the place.

Meanwhile, the police said
that two persons, accused in an
assault case of a former mutt of-
ficial two years ago, were arrest-
ed and remanded in judicial cus-

AN

tody on Sunday:

In another development, some
mutt officials complained that
the police was harassing them by
frequently calling some official
or the other asking them “to as-
sist in the inquiry”.

In Kerala, normal life was af-
fected due to a dawn-to-dusk har-
tal called by the VHP-led Hindu
Aikya Vedi, protesting the seer’s
arrest. Shops remained closed in
the early hours in urban centres
and private vehicles were more or
less off the roads, official sources
said in Thiruvananthapuram.

People of Irulneeki, a village
where the Kanchi seer was born,
have sent telegrams to Tamil
Nadu governor S.S. Barnala and
chief minister Jayalalithaa, seek-
ing his immediate release.

\rrest awar on
findus: Togadia

IREBRAND VHP leader Praveen
ogadia hit the streets in Tamil
ladu for the first time and dubbed
e Kanchi Sankaracharya’s arr-
st “an insult and war against 83
"ore Hindus of the country”.
“Jayalalithaa, Karunanidhi and
onia Gandhi have committed shi-
1drog and it is time they were
anished with rudra tandav,” he
\id, addressing a small gathering
" VHP workers in central Chen-
u on Monday evening.
Togadia wanted to know if the
lice would dare enter Jama Ma-
d and arrest Irnam Bhukari, th-
gh there were many cases agai-
t him. “Can one imagine the
pe being arrested in Vatican?
wyalalithaa thinks that she will
the DMK’s votes after this, but
2 will lose the votes of Hindus
1 the minorities,” he said.
Pointing out that Manmohan
1gh was not consulted, Togadia
<ed if he was the PM only for 12
re Muslims of the country He
ded that the Centre should in no
iy interfere with the activities of
v of the mutts in the country.
HTC, Chennai

The making of a Sankaracharya

HT Correspondent
Chennai, November 15

AFP

VHP general secretary Praveen Togadia in Chennaj on Monday.

had a trio of acharvas.

Once a successor is chosen,
permission from his parents is

arya wants CBI probe

Saffron outfits stage dharna

VARIOUS HINDU organisations ut-
der the aegis of RSS and supported
by the BJP staged dharna here to
mount pressure for immediate re-
lease of Kanchi Sankaracharya,
now detained in Vellore jail.

The VHP, Bajrang Dal, Hinda Ja-
gran Manch along with rank and files
of various Ramleela and Mandir
committees have threatened to inten-
sify the stir against the “attack on
Hindu religion”. A massive mass
campaign in Meerut exhorted the
people to protest against the seer’s ar-
restand join the movement to ensure
the release of the religious leader,

Joonapeethadheeswar Acharya

Mahamandleshwar Avdheshanand
Giriji Maharaj, while talking to HT
termed the action of the Tamil Na-
du government as a “conspiracy to
cripple Hindu pride”.

Meanwhile, the dawn-to dusk ba-
ndh called by the VHP-led Hindu Ai-
kya Vedi affected normat life in Ker-
ala on Monday. In cities and towns
shops were closed and private vehi-
cles were off the roads.

However, Kerala state road trans-
port corporation buses were on
roads. All government offices repo-
rted thin attendances. Except stray
incidents bandh was peaceful.

HTC
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How mutt made its money

G.C. Shekhar
Chennai, November 15
THE KANCHI Kaamakoti Peetam pri-
des jtself as the only mutt where Adi
Sankara was the acharya and has
maintained an unbroken tradition of
69 acharyas after him.

Founded at Kancheepuram by Adi
Sankara in the 9th Century after he
had established four other mutts in
Sringeri, Dwaraka, Puri and
Dwarkanath, the Kanchi mutt had re-
located to Kumbakonam briefly be-
fore returning to its present spot.

While the other four mutts have re-
peatedly disputed the bonafides of the
Kanchi mutt as the seat of Adi Sank-
ara, the Kanchi outfit itself has gro-
wn exponentially in terms of its influ-
ence, institutions and wealtth., While
the credit for making the mutt a mod-
ern pilgrim centre should go to the
Paramacharya, it was Jayendra Sar-
aswati’s cleverness in exploiting the
brand image of his senjor to expand
into the fields of healthcare, educa-
tion and other social activities that
saw the emergence of many proge-
nies, mainly in the form of trusts.

With the mutt acting as benefactor,
it created a plethora of trusts, with in-
dustrialists, educationists, bureavcr-

THE KANCHI Mutt has emphati-
cally denied reports that there
was move to nominate a third
Sankaracharya since the senior
Sankaracharya Jayendra
Saraswati had been rendered ‘in-
active’ following his arrest.

“Where is the need for a third
acharya when Vijayendra is very
much in touch with us on impor-
tant matters and the mutt has al-
ways carried on its daily activi-
ties even when the two mataa-
thipathis have been travelling?”
asked Sundareswara, the senior
manager of the mutt. He pointed
out that daily poojas were being
performed, and visitors were
coming as usual and that Vijayen-
dra would return to Kancheepu-
ram only after completing his
tour in Andhra Pradesh.

In 1987 when Jayendra
Saraswati did his vanishing act
for 14 days, the senior Parma-
charya had transferred the ad-
ministrative control of the mutt
to the present junior Sanka-
racharya Vijayendra to ensure
mutt activities continue without
any hitch. Even after the return
of Jayendra to the mutt, it was
only after one year that he got
back administrative control of
the mutt, insiders pointed out.

onally, successarsto

f1are nominated by
bent acharya after
ing the many

by the mutt

successor (s chosen,
ion from his parents
g for his sanyas. The
“boy en prepared by 4
- group of Vedic experts on

. what to expect in his new tife

After chanting several
- mantrasin waist-deep water,
he

»and is baptised
, glous name
_ ® The young seer s strictly
instrue

imerse himself
he holy order

Traditionally successors to the
Dbeetam are nominated by the in-
cumbent acharya after carefully
scouring the many vedashalas
run by the mutt. When the pres-
ent junior, Vijayendra, was nomi-
nated as the 70th Sankaracharya
in 1983, he was barely 14 and for
the first time the Kanchi mutt

sought for his senyas. The brah-
min boy is then prepared by a
group of senior Vedic experts on
what to expect in his new life.
Then the incumbent acharya
leads the disciple into the sar-
vatheertham at Kancheepuram,
the temple tank of the Kasi
Viswanathan temple.

After chanting the “prokah-
sna” manthras, the disciple
standing in waist deep water, re-
moves his clothing and brahmini-
cal cross thread thus cutting off
all his relations with the world.
Wearing the ochre robe and re-
ceiving the dhandam (stick) and
kamandalum (brass spouted ves-
sel) from the his acharya the new
sanyasin proceeds to the mukthi
mandapam of the temple where
he is baptised with his new reli-
gious name and also asked to re-
peat the “mahavakyam™ mouthed
by his guru.

The young seer is strictly in-
structed not to look at his mother
ever and on behalf of the mutt
an official presents his parents
clothes, a gold chain and a coral
necklace. With that the latest
Sanakracharya is expected
to snap all ties with his
“poorvaashram” and immerse
himself fully into the holy order.

Jayendra Saraswati

ats, to float hospitals, schools and cal-
leges and even a deemed university at
Enathur near Kancheepuram. Apart
from Veda Patasalas, seventeen Ori-
ental schools and thirty-eight Sank-
ara Schools are functioning in differ-
ent parts of the country under the
guidance of the Math.

The many stand-alone trusts may
own and administer them but no one
is left in doubt about who controls
them as the official website of the
mutt claims “Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Pe-
etam runs hospitals at different
places, which includes the Kamakoti
Child Trust Hospital in Madras, Eye
Hospitals at Coimbatore and Guwa-
hati, hospitals at Madhubani (Bihar),
Rathura for tribals (Uttaranchal), Ber-
hampur (Orissa) Hindu Mission Hos-
pitals in many places in Tamil Nadu.”

Recently the mutt picked up the
massive Tamil Nadu Hospitals com-
plex near Chennai, which had been
listed sick, reportedly for Rs 200 :
crore after a close race with another
powerful bidder. Similarly, it had
pipped Apollo Hospitals to gain con-
trol of the prestigious Childs Trust
Hospital in Chennai. Hundreds of
crores come up so easily to the
mutt’s coffers that it requires a de-
tailed scrutiny by the taxmen.

Sealed Tenders are
suppliers/Manufacturer/Authoris

Group
No.

A) | Trinocular Researcj

Particul

digital photographic |
editing and analyzi

B) Exhibition Material
Patna, Samastipur

C) Plasma Television $
Specifications and other d:f

Supply/instaliation within 21 J
Security Deposit @ 5% will be ¢

For abtaining blank tenddr
ICAR Research Complex for
801 505" along with a Bankerls
No. 4, drawn in favour of "ICA
PATNA" payable at Patna up fe
name of the items, name of th
number registration, experiep
infrastructure, otherwise the sai

The sealed tenders envej
as per mentioned in columns
Region, WALMI Compiex, P.

The opening oftender w| l
days.
Group Particulars j;'

D) |interior design (Madular Fu
Note : Tender paper will b
Submission of tender will be
same day at 3.00 pm

The decision of the
be final and binding on the fe
Research Complex will r

i

]



SNS — ".USppojuUMOp

au} JO sisaseiul auy prenbajes o),
urJ pue jpalosiosd, st inw ay) eyl
aINSud Pjnoys a1e)s ay; ul sajdwiay
8U) SIBISIUNUPE OIUM ‘Juswredap
SIUSWIMOPUS B|qEJLIBYD

pue snoibija) npulH ples s
"1sa.le seAleyo

eijues sy Huimoljo; uono

-unxe WoJj unw ay) 1osjoud o) sd
-9]S |je 8ye) O}, JuswUIan0B Bylel
-eker ay; pabin sey 1ypiueunsey
N W Juepisaid HING ‘Sliumueaiy
*Aporsno ao1j0d U puews! siy
wbnos pey Asy) 1By} pue 8sed S
u Aressaoeu sem uolebouaiul
{eIpoisno, pres satod aul

‘uonned |1eq oy} 0} JABPIYE-IBUN0D
N3y} v} “uoilited Jieg 8y} jo [esodsip
810}oq dn uaxel 8q 0} Ajy) Jou

st Apoisna aayed Joj uoleaydde
U} puB JGUIBAON /| uO Bul

-reay Joj dn Buiwoo st uoleaydde
1feq 499G 8y} ‘JoAsMOl eouesesd
siy ur sBuibuoeq [euosied sy pue

sasiwaid pn syl Yo1eas o} osfe

pue Apojsno Ul 19ag ay) uopsanb
0} WY} sjgeus o} Apoisna

goijod shep o} Bupjees ‘weind
-g9youry] ‘|-s1ens18ey [eIoipnr sy}
a10j8q uonedyjdde ue pajij arey
ao1od npeN jwe| ay} ‘ajiymueap
‘pappe 8y Uigduod Ino

10U SI }1 1SB8] B} ABS 0], "8Nnss|
3} INOGR POYSE LIBUM SOUBIBJU0D
ssaid e 1e pies ay /panoAul

alam am ey} Aes 0] 1981100 Jou
S} "Iylemseles eipualer Jo jsaue
QY3 Ut 8j0J OU SBY Bu_Y) 8YY,,
‘yjemseles eipusiepr

JWIBMS JO 1SBLIR JUB08I dY) Ul

89j01 OU SeY anuay) ay) pies ybuig
uBYOWUBYY 1 ISISIUI BWud —
‘b1 'AON ‘IVNNIHO/QVEVHIAAAH

§S3.44n Ui 3]0 OU SDY AUI)

_npeN e, u

‘T 1oyl 3sutede [edaN
01 duy ® uo 193y8nep pue ajim
SIy uayel pey Awems oy 18yl
Pago[ie oy ‘SAIINDAXA JOIUDS ©
£q ureidwos e 19358 UonONpPQE
pue JuoWSSEIRY UlNm WY
padieyd youelg SwiLL) [eU)
oyl -uondnpge jo sagieys
UO J9qUIDAON] § UO PIJSILIE SeM
‘AWems epaAiniey)) BAIBYORIBY
-udA euuesevld ‘uewpod vy
‘[endsoy wioxy pagieyd
-SIp sem 9y Jaye uoos aorod
reinnpeifejn 9yl AQ palsaLle
seam ‘spiid Suidasys jo asopioao
ue Jurye} Aq opwINS IUWO3
0] oL} oYM ‘WEUIIYPY Lotunf
oyl aeyisad  esejeidearg
“WRUIIYPY JOIUDdS Ay} Jopinuu
01101d e ur juawoAjoaur popad
~$N$ ST I0J ZOOZ U1 PAISOLIT SEM
‘npeN [IWe] ul IInynpeisejy
Ut NN RINYINPeRARATIY |
3y} JO ‘yuues vIRpuRd RYlRU
-BMISEY] ‘, WRUIIYPY, Jomun{

113

ay) ‘snosopiawt Furuiny Areny
-uids jo jJuapour 1ayjoue Uj
"SUOHRUOP dWOospuey
SpeWl Oym ‘s92j0Adp ufi010]
uoI[Itl U0 pue UBIpPU] UOI[{IW
x1s se Auew se pey Kjpayodaz
ay jurod suo 3y - sspoeI,,
SIy AQ POSHOWSIW 219M OUM
$23]0A3p MEBIP 0] PINUIUOD
*a1eureoul pog sem 9y Sunwureo
‘uewpoS-pauIni-yI2[0 DI 2yl
qewnyeielia A ‘OpymuBIIN
‘sjunodoe ayealrd
uado 03 sysnn 9[qereyd oyqnd
woij Asuow jo sjunowe 23ny
1o pauoydis Ajruue; sty pue ueul
-poS oy1 1By} podoe ‘TWEmS
yleuemysIA TN ‘ISIAIIOR [BIOOS
v yuedni oy ] -andwos edueuy
JAISSBW I[OY) puUEB SIoquIaW
Aqwey siy pue uvmdoyg 41 jo
U}[Bom pPajunodorun oy} 2010u
angnd 01 y8noiq uennad
SYL SIS} D{[EY SNOLBA 2Y)
Aq spung onqnd jo osnsiu Sur

-8opfe uoyeduy isasau onqnd
e dn joo3 1no) ySiy seipey
uoym ofe SYIUOUWL SWIOS SMAU
oY) Ul Sem ‘NpeN [IWe] WO
Bunrey  uomSoyg oy, ‘Uewt
-pof pajfis-Jlos Iayjoue 39K
‘wyy 9sodxa 03 paydwane
ogym ‘1aey ‘12ouiBud  ue
palopinw os[e 9 ’'suonioqe
J0j 08 o1 jueufaad swedsoq
oym 2SOy} padroy pue spg

lyiemseles eipusher uus

Sunof pades oy ‘npeN jiwel u
nredeaiyonui], Jeau wndysy sy
ul 1yoyq pasuadsip pue Aien
-uds Jo juog e dn ynd oy ofiym
jey) sem epueuewal jsurege
a8reyo oyl -yuswuosudun o
J1qnop 01 om) 9yl JupUIUDS
IOpIO $,3IN0D IIMO[ B POULIY
-u02 1IN0 YSIY SBIPRIN ‘7007
I1oqWadd(] U] ‘EpUBUB[BWEY
‘A12101098  S1y pue ‘epueu
-BOIDLJ TWEMS ‘Opirey Ajyury
Y3 yIm 1s0Aups axe] Y1 JO 958D
ay s1 way) Suowr I[QRION
‘sandLiul pue Iapinw ‘adel jo
sagreyd uo axe eS80 oy Iopun
awoo aaey stliuems apjoud
ySiy Auew ‘npeN el uf
Y31 19QUIRAON 7] U0
1S3LIR DPRWEIP §.1395 JY} [1un
SI 1By "OO[} JUSLUAD UIOM-[[3M
SN 2y 1apun idoms uadq
pey sed oy} ul SIISIDAOLIUOD
10 SHIYM UIAI ‘9q 1eyy stamod
oy yum nop [nptemod s n

SIIWEMS pue S[epueds ‘xag " " -

-uod 2y Fuuopisuo) "2qols
dY) ssoIoB Buimofjo} dalssew
B SBY ‘9SO IOpINW B yjlm uon
-05Uu0d Ul ISALIR S IYIBMSBIRS
BIpUdARf UYS ‘BAIByORIBURS
oy 19y mou ygipods oy ur
‘weandasyoury Ul PN BIRY
-UBRS POIBRIDUDA-YOMW DY
‘spepueds Aoids pue
Iopanw pue adei Jo sa[e) pIPIOS
11941 Ynum BIpaW 3y} 0} I9ppo)
papiroxd aaey woym Jo owos
‘uawpogd JO aIBYyS SII UBY) JI0W
sey 23eIs 2y} ‘uozuoy [eantod
oyl uo SISLIOAY] ISl[euOllEel
Jo odueutwop a1 oaudse(qg
S2ING1p  ND  [RISIAA0IIUOD
pue syopJo jemnds swimnaysp
Surwoolysnuw SH yum npeyN
pwep e sdeysiua | penyinds,,
Auew pasned aaey uonnsiadns
pue yiej pulig — ‘i "AON

IBUUAYD) Ul uoudly eAer

WP

1% NOV 7004



Jaya at once distances herself fro

X/

Par

m Hindutva & reinforées TN police credibility

Sankaracharya supporters clash with a group of alleged DMK members on Madras High Court premises after the
hearing of his bail application was adjourned on Saturday. (P11

Arrest timing ruffles Centre

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Nov. 13: The Cen-
tre is awaiting a detailed
report from Tamil Nadu gov-
ernor S.S. Barnala on the ar-
rest of the Kanchi sankara-
charya on murder charges but
there are indications that Del-
hi has not taken kindly to the
timing and manner of the
arrest,

There is a view at the Cen-
tre that the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment could have handled
the case in a more sensitive
manner and, perhaps, waited
till after Diwali to make the
arrest.

The top brass of the Union
home ministry has been in
touch with the state govern-
ment since late on Thursday

when a Tamil Nadu police
team arrested the seer; sources
said.

Senior officials at the Cen-
tre also spoke to Tamil Nadu
counterparts to ascertain if
the arrest could have been put
off for a few days, said a
source. However, they were
told that the state police had
conducted a thorough investi-
gation and had gone ahead
only after collecting irrefuta-
ble evidence, including phone
transcripts, linking the seer
with the murder.

Publicly, the Centre point-
ed out that the state govern-
ment was within its jurisdic-
tion to make the arrest.

However, this has not de-
terred the Vishwa Hindu Pari-
shad from blaming the Left-
backed United Progressive Al-

A NOv 2008 PR,

liance government for the ar-
rest and sparing Tamil Nadu
chief minister Jayalalithaa.
VHP activists staged a demon-
stration and vowed to “ave-
nge” the arrest. They also
sought a law giving some legal
immunity to pontiffs.

VHP working president
Ashok Singhal said the sanka-
racharya’s arrest was an at-
tack on the entire community
*“as grave as the destruction of
the Somnath temple centuries
ago”. The VHP leader linked
the arrest to the “government
of non-believers in this coun-
try”, in an obvious reference
to the communists.

Former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee said the
sankaracharya’s arrest had
shocked the nation and it was
the government's responsihil-

ity to ensure that he remained
in good health and is able to
perform his daily rituals. “The
manner in which he (the
sankaracharva) was arrested
has hurt the people more.”
said Vajpayee, who hosted an
iftar this evening.

“The court will do its work,
but everyone should keep in
mind that he is respected by
crores of people. It is the gov-
ernment’s responsibility to
take care of his health and it
should be also kept in mind
that he spends maximum time
in performing religious rites,”
he said.

The chairman of the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance
had earlier spoken to Union
home minister Shivraj Patil,
who is learnt to have elaborat-
ed on the case.

‘Double’

M.R. VENKATESH

Chennai, Nov. 13: Facts can
be stranger than fiction in
Tamil Nadu politics, where
the two major Dravidian par-
ties have been at each other's
necks for the last 37 years.
Thiswas evident vesterday
when DMK chief M. Karu-
nanidhi found himself on the

same side of the fence as chief

minister and ADMK president
Jayalalithaa. What brought
the arch-rivals together was
the dramatic arvest of Kanchi
Sankavacharva Javendra Sar-
aswatl in connection with the
September 3 murder of a tem-
ple manager

Karunanidhi has been boy-
cotting the Assembly for the
last three vears. saving there
1s no democracy in
Tamil Nadu. Politi-
cal observers sav if i
the always-sniping
rivals are calling for
the law to take its co- |
urse in the case, the-
re must be more to it
than meets the eye.

The seer’s arrest
1s a clear sign that
Jayalalithaa. who
burnt her fingers by
allying with the BJP
in the last Lok Sabha polls. is
distancing herself from the
larger “Hindutva discourse”
that the BJP and Sangh pari-
var outfits are identified with.

The Kanchi Kamakoti mu-
tt that the seer heads was re-
garded as an “extra-constitu-
tional centre of power” when
the BJP-led National Democ-
ratic Alliance was in power,
Opposition parties would crit-
icise him for unduly “influenc-
ing” the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment’s policies, particularly
the bill banning forcible reli-
gious conversions.

The ruling ADMK itself
had *close links” with the nu-
tt, with Jayalalithaa thinking
nothing of attending a huge
yagna the seer organised in
Kancheepuram last year

Jayalalithaa

| blessing in
- Seer stroke

Despite the seer’s catholic
ty —most of the political lea
ers cutting across parties an
the middle class look to hir
for guidance — the mutt cor
tinues to be regarded as a s}
mbol of Brahminism aidin
the BJP’s Hindutva-revivalis
agenda in recent years”.

When the DMK forged
formidable anti-Jayalalitha.
alliance comprising OBCs, Ds
lits and minorities during th
last Lok Sabha elections, th:
ADMK-BJP combine came t
be regarded as a “chip off thy
Brahminical block™. Support
ers of the DMK alliance rese
nted any revival of “Brahmi
nical forces"; their oppositior
along with some highly un
popular and repressive mea
sures contributed to Jayalalit
haa's electoral rout.

With Assembly
polls due in less th
an two years, Jayal-
alithaa is reported-
ly keen to win back
this huge “non-Bra-
hmin vote bank” fr-
om which the DMK-
ted bloc derives its
strength. Brahmins
make up just 3 per
cent of the state’s

population.

With the “Hindutva plat-
form™ and the mutt s blessings
not fetching her votes, the
seer’s alleged involvement in
the temple murder has provid-
ed the chief minister the cha-
nce to dramatically snap ties
with both.

The sankaracharya's arr-
est has thus come as a “double
blessing™: it has reinforced the
credibility of Tamil Nadu po-
lice — even Karunanidhi hail-
ed the arrest as an “honest
piece of action” — and has
also allowed Jayalalithaa to
halt the dilution of “Dravidi-
an ideology” by distancing
herself from Hindutva forces.
In political terms. it would
appear that the state is return-
ing to hardcore 1960s Dravidi-
an politics. -
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HOLY SEER UNHOLY M

The story of the *
suspect saint W

G.C. Shekhar
Chennai, November 13

JUST LAST month, President Abdul
Kalam dutifully stood by as Sankara-
charya Jayendra Saraswati (who re-
mained seated of course) blessed him
with a shawl and a memento. Just two
years ago, a prominent news mag-
azine had named the Sankaracharya
as one of the most influential Indians.
Today, the holy man sits in a jail cell,
denied any special rights, as the prime
accused in a murder case.

The Sankaracharya’s followers had
just finished a year-long celebration of
the 50th anniversary of his ascension
to the holy seerage. For, on March 22,
1955, the Paramacharya Cha-
ndrasekara Saraswati had nominated
him the 69th Sankaracharya of the
Kanchi Mutt.

It was a long journey for the man
known as Mahadevan Subramanian
before he took sanyas.

The Paramacharya was considered
by many as a walking god; every PM
after Nehru made it a point to have his
darshan. As his handpicked successor,
Jayendra was expected to follow in his
mentor’s footsteps. But it was not to
be.

The senior Chandrasekara Saras-
wati, through strict adherence to the
rigours of an ascetic life and a com-
manding knowledge of the Vedas and
worldly affairs, had placed the Kanchi
Mutt as a pivotal force in the country’s
religious sphere after weathering the
strident anti-Brahmin propaganda of
the DMK through the '60s and *70s. He
was keen to make the mutt reach out
to the changing world, even if it meant
straining at its orthodox moorings.

In 1980, when the nation was rocked
by the mass conversions of Harijans
into Muslims in the hamlet of
Meenakshipuram, Jayendra Saras-
wati responded with the outreach pro-
gramme into Harijan colonies.

With the help of the RSS and VHP
he launched shakti ratham, a small
chariot with pictures of gods and god-
desses, to visit Harijan colonies. “If
Harijans cannot come to temples, the
temple will go to them”, he had then
said.

He also started the Jan Kalyan
movement aimed at increasing the
mutt’s role in education and health
care. The numerous schools, colleges
and the deemed university along with
hospitals in Chennai, Assam and
throughout the country are part of his
vision to spread the charitable face of
Hinduism as a counter to increasing
Christian and Muslim influence. His
activism led to friction with the Para-
macharya and when some of his exec-
utive powers were curtailed a miffed
Jayendra disappeared from the mutt
on the night of Aug 23,1987 leaving his
dhandam (holy staff) behind only to
resurface at Thala Cauvery in Kar-
nataka after 17 days. The scandal
caused massive consternation araong

the followers of the mutt and \dﬁx

his image, though his mentor reinstat
ed him without any fuss.

As the Paramacharya became more
recluse and ill, Jayendra’s influence
grew as he leveraged on the Mutt’s net-
work of VIPs starting from President
R. Venkatraman and CEC T.N. Seshan
to a string of politicians and officials.
With the passing away of the Param-
charya, the mutt soon became the cap-
tive of a small coterie around Jayen-
dra and his junior Vijayendra Saras-
wati, with the latter’s brother Raghu
establishing a vice-like grip.

0Old loyalists of the Parmacharya,
including the murdered Sankaraman
were eased out and even banished
from the mutt. In 2002, Radhakrish-
nan, one of Jayendra's closest confi-
dants, was brutally attacked at Chen-
nal by a gang, after he had an angry
falling out with the Sankaracharya
sending the cold message that loyal-
ists either remain silent or continue to
stay loyal. Most preferred the safer op-
tion while his critics frowned upon his
weakness for publicity and syco-
phancy.

Other sparse semblances of an as-
cetic also started to disappear with
Jayendra adjusting to the fast life by
traveling in air-conditioned Tempo
Travellers and flying first class; his
mentor used to either walk or take a
small cycle rickshaw. On the religious
front though Jayendra was instru-
mental in reviving and refurbishing
many of the dilapidated temples of
the state urging people to restore neg-
lected temples rather than build new
ones. The arrival of the NDA govern-
ment and Jayendra’s mediatory role
in the Ayodhya tangle brought the
mutt in the spotlight giving it a sheen
of all pervasive influence in the corri-
dors of power. Anyone needing a
favour, transfer or even customs clear-
ance lined up at the mutt to pull
strings with the Union Government.
The exit of the Vajpayee government
and the Muslim organisations' accusa-
tion that the seer acted more as an
agent of the VHP than an honest bro-
ker saw him gradually sidelined,
though the mutt through its network
of influence had emerged as a power-
ful entity that could not be ignored.

Though Jayendra's suggestion was
seen as the inspiration behind Jay-
alalitha government's controversial
bill against forcible conversion the re-
lations between the seer and the ruler
were never really smooth. The mutt's
application to start a medical college
was rejected by the state government.

Then came the murder of Sankara-
man, once a small cog in the gargan-
tuan n-utt's wheel.

More than two months of investiga-
ticn ¢! imaxed in the arrest of Jayen-
dra which also brought abour a
strang: political happening the in the
state - DMK Chief Karunanidhi actu-
a ly praised "the honest action” of the
state government.

e HIOUST

Why the manager
was murdered

EVERY MURDER has two pre-
conditions: there must be an op-
portunity and there must be a
motive. In the case of Sankara-
raman, the expelled mutt em-
ployee who was hacked to death
on September 3, the hired as-
sailants had no problems find-
ing an opportunity The man
was in an office in the Varadara-
prumal temple where he now
worked. He was unarmed. It
would have been easy.

But the motive was another
story. Initially, police suspected
that a DMK contractor who had
been denied a renewal on his
lease of a coconut grove belong-
ing to the temple could have
done it. Some suspended temple
employees suspected of stealing
a gold chain. But as evidence
came in, the motive became
clearer.

HE HAD THREATENED THE SANKARA-
CHARYA WITH EXPOSURE: The manag-
er had written to the pontiff sev-
eral times saying that there
yr2re serious irregularities in
i3e temple accounts. The last
oiter was in August. In it, he
~ud asked the seer to either do
something about the matter or
S exposed.

HE WAS PROVING TO BE TO0O MUCH OF AN
IRRITANT: The manager had
crossed the Sankaracharya’s
path several times. In 2000,
when the Sankaracharya had
planned a trip to China, Sanka-
raraman filed a writ petition ar-
guing that holy seers shouldn’t
cross the seas, so if the Sanka-
racharya wished to travel to
China, he should take the land
route. The trip was aborted. A
year later, the seer asked him to
leave the mutt. He served the
Varadaraperumal temple there-
after but kept on exposing alleg-
ed mutt irregularities through
pamphlets under the name So-
masekara Ganapadigal.
HE AND THE SEER HAVE A HISTORY:
Sankararaman's father was
one of four disciples of who
walked all the way from Kanchi-
to-Kashi with the Para-
macharya-the man who anoint-
ed the present Sankaracharya.
The loyalties of his family were
always with the grand seer. In
1987, when the Sankaracharya
left the mutt after a disagree-
ment with the Paramacharya
and returned after 17 days, the
manager began to distance him-
self from the Sankaracharya.

Sankararaman

Watertight
case, Jaya
informed

G.C. Shekhar
Chennai, November 13

WHENEVER DMK presi-
dent M. Karunanidhi was
asked if his son ML.K. Stalin
would succeed him as party
chief, he would remark deri-
sively: “Neither am 1 the
Sankaracharya nor is the
DMK the Kanchi mutt for me
to nominate my successor.
The party will decide on that
in a democratic manner.”

Having grown on the back
of the anti-Brahmin move-
ment, the DMK has always
viewed the Brahminical in-
fluence of the Kanchi muft
and the Sankaracharyasasa
major irritant in Tamil
Nadu's Dravidian polity. No
wonder then that when word
leaked that the investigation
into the murder of
Sankararaman was narrow-
ing down to the San-
karacharya himself,
Karunanidhi wrote in his
party organ: "Why is there
no movement on this front?
Is somebody being shield-
ed?" He also announced that
his party would hold a
protest fast in Kanchipuram
on November 13. But
Karunanidhi didn't have to
go so far as Sankaracharya
Jayendra Saraswati was ar-
rested on the night of No-
vember 11.

It would be simplistic to
assume Jayalalitha blinked
only because of Karunanid-
hi's threats. The Sankara-
charya was arrested as the
police convinced Jayalalitha
they had a watertight case,
which she got re-examined
by a second SP. “Jayalalitha
would not have okayed the
arrest unless the police pre-
sented her with clinching ev-
idence. It was really a bold
decision, though a tough one
to take considering its rami-
fications,” observed Cho Ra-
maswamy.
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Atrest an onslaught on Hindus, says Sangh

UPA, Cong govts -

pressured

f
O
\

Tamil Nad, " >\ §

says VHP

- (/V"’
Qo
Agencies

New Delhi, November 12

THE RSS, VHP, BJP and the
Shiv Sena today expressed out-
rage at Kanchi Shankarachar-
ya Jayendra Saraswati’s arrest,
questioning the need for such a
step. Describing the seer’s arre-
st as “an onslaught on Hindus”,
the VHP announced two-day
countrywide protests, starting
tomorrow, against the step.

“This is for the first time in
the history of Hindus that a
Shankaracharya has been ar-
rested. Why was the seer arre-
sted all of a sudden, while per-
forming trikal puja,” VHP lea-
der Praveen Togadia asked ov-
er phone from Nagpur.

Alleging that the UPA gov-
ernment, along with the Cong-
ress-led governments in Kar-
nataka and Andhra Pradesh,
pressurised the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment to arrest the pontiff,
he asked, “Will they arrest Im-
am Bukhari of Jama Masjid on
Id? There are so many cases
pending against him.”

The arrest was an Id gift to
Muslims, VHP senior vice pre-
sident Acharya Giriraj Kishore
said. “The Shankaracharya
has been arrested for political
reasons and has been put in jail
like an ordinary criminal. The
Tamil Nadu government did
this because of protests from
the Opposition DMK.

He said the VHP would obse-
rve a bandh in Tamil Nadu
tomorrow and hold protests in
all state capitals, to be followed
by protests in district HQs on

Sunday. VHP international
president Ashok Singhal alleg-
ed that the Left, DMK, Congre-
ss and “other vested interests”
had hatched a conspiracy at the
behest of the Centre, and added
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi too appeared to be be-
hind the arrest.

The RSS, while condemning
the arrest, asked the Tamil
Nadu government to secure his
immediate release. “There was
no need to arrest him. He wo-
uld have fully cooperated with
the investigating agencies. Asa
senior monk of a highly respe-
cted Hindu Mutt, he deserves a
better treatment,” RSS spokes-
man Ram Madhav said.

The BJP expressed shock ov-
er the arrest and questioned
the step and the “haste” with
which it was taken. “The BJP is
shocked by the news of the ar-
rest. The arrest has surprised
the nation and the party;” party
spokesman Arun Jaitley told
reporters here.

Questioning the “haste” beh-
ind the arrest, he wondered
why the pontiff was taken into
custody late at night and just
before the court holidays.

“If his presence was needed
for interrogation, we wonder if
the arrest was necessary,” Jait-
ley said. The Shiv Sena charged
the Tamil Nadu government
with “playing with Hindu sen-

13 NOV 2004 mE."mUS .
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AP
MAN OF THE MOMENT: Kanchi Shankaracharya Jayendra Saraswati speaks at a religious congregation in
Kolkata in this March 2003 file photo.

timents” and demanded the
seer’'s unconditional release.
“By arresting the Kanchi Shan-
karacharya on Diwali-eve, the
Tamil Nadu government has
played with the sentiments of
crores of Hindus,” the party’s
Delhi unit chief Jai Bhagwan
Goyal said.

Recalling the efforts made by
the Kanchi seer to solve the
vexed Ayodhya issue, he said,
“It is surprising that when you
have tainted persons with

criminal background as Cen- °

tral ministers, a religious
leader commanding the respect
of millions of people is being
dealt with in such an undigni-
fied manner.”

Karunanidhi

lauds Jaya
for ‘honesty’

PTI
Chennai, Nov 12

DESCRIBING THE
Kanchi seer’s arrest
“an honest action”,
DMK president M. Ka-
runanidhi today said
he congratulated the
AJADMK government
for taking action agai-
nst the seer despite ha-
ving “close links” wi-
th him.

Hoping that the tri-
al would be conducted
without any ‘pressu-
re’, he also called for a
law to prevent those
with “dubious inten-
tions” from taking sa-
nyas.

Only those with
progressive thinking
could think of such a
law, the DMK leader-
said. He also said that
the DMK and its alli-
es had postponed a
proposed agitation fo-
llowing the seer’s ar-
rest.

Kashi seer seeks
Prez intervention

Agencies
Varanasi, Nov 12

SHANKARACHARYA
OF the Sumeru Peeth
Swami Narendranad
Saraswati and Shanka-
racharya of Puri Nisc-
halananda Saraswati
expressed concern at
the seer’s arrest, descr-
ibing it as a “sad news
for the country.”

The action was an
affront to the stature of
Hindu saints, they sa-
id. The Kashi seer urg-
ed President APJ Ab-
dul Kalam to interve-
ne in the matter by ex-
pediting the release of
the seer. The state gov-
ernment action smac-
ked of political vende-
tta as it did not wait
for the completion of
probe before taking a
drastic step. He threat-

ened a nationwide agi-
tation by saints if the
seer was not released
immediately.

Puri seer Nischala-
nanda Saraswati said,
“Arresting the pontiff
is a blow to the exis-
tence and ideology of
Hindus.”

Imams regret arrest

ALL INDIA Organisa-
tion of Imams of Mos-
ques termed the arrest
as  “reprehensible”.
“ATOIM notes with de-
ep regret the actions of
Tamil Nadu governme-
nt,” Maulana Jameel
Ahmed Ilyasi said in a
statement. He said Mu-
slims hold the seer in
respect, in view of his
“constructive” approa-
ch in solving Ayodhya
problem.
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‘Kanchi seer arrested

remanded i

Kancheepuram (Tamil Nadu):
Kanchi Shankaracharya Jayendra
Saraswathi, arrested in Andhra
Pradesh on Thursday night in a dra-
matic development in connection
with the murder of a former
Sankara Mutt official, was produced
before a magistrate here on Friday
morning, who remanded him to ju-
dicial custody at Vellore prison till
November 26.

Shortly after he was brought to
Chennai, 70 km from here, by a spe-
cial police team from Tamil Nadu
from Mehboobnagar near Hyder-
abad by a state-owned aircraft,
Jayendra Saraswathi, whom the op-
position parties in the state had ac-
cused of having considerable clout
with the ATADMK government, was
brought by road to this temple town,
the seat of the pontiff, and produced
before judicial first class magistrate
G Uttamaraj.

During the hour-long proceedings,
the magistrate ordered the remand
and told the Shankaracharya’s coun-
sel Y Thiyagarajan that the jail au-
thorities would decide on the med-
ical treatment to the pontiff since he
claimed that he was insulin-depend-

ent diabetic patient.
The sensational arrest of the po-
litically famous 70-year-old

Shankaracharya, who in the last two
. years had acted as a go-between in
the Ayodhya issue between Sangh
Parivar and Muslim organisations,
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Kanchi Sankaracharya Jayendra
Saraswathi being produced before
the judicial magistrate in
Kancheepuram on Friday

followed investigation into the mur-
der of Sankararaman, who had
managed the accounts of the mutt
during late Paramacharya Chan-
drasekerendra Saraswthi’s period.
Sankararaman was reported to

[l ag en

n murder case

have had differences with Jayendra
Saraswathi and had left the mutt and
worked as the manager of the fa-
mous Vaishnavite Varadharajaperu-
mal temple here where he was mur-
dered on Sept 3 last.

Early this year, writing under a dif-
ferent name, Sankararaman had re-
portedly sent a letter to Tamil Nadu
chief minister and the state Hindu
religious and charitable endowment
deparment with details of alleged fi-
nancial irregularities in the mutt.

He had also later claimed threat
to his life through anonymous calls.
These letters were seized from his
residence after the murder. He had
also filed a writ in the Madras high
court four years back against the
seer’s then proposed visit to China,
which was later called off.

A Vellore report said the seer,
brought by road, was lodged in the
prison on Friday morning. He did
not speak to waiting presspersons.

Strongly denying the involvement
of the Sankaracharya in the murder,
his counsel Y Thiagarajan told re-
porters here that the arrest was “po-
litically vindictive” action.

“Some vested interests and politi-
cal parties had threatened an agita-
tion. That is why he has been arrest-
ed. The mutt is in no way connected
with the incident. We will seek re-
dressal in law. The charges are base-
less and based on confession by a
third party,” he alleged. r1

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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Demand Creates Pressure To Blend BIP Ideology With That Of Allies

Meanwhile, the RSS organs were

RSSwants bold Hindutva stand
Qo Lo potiial urea ¢ ‘

" NEW DELHI 37 OCTOBER Q_Q\T(XL
Y\ VEN as the BJP on Sunday came un-
der pressure for blending its distinctive
A{ ideology with the compulsions of its
allies, the RSS has stepped in to complicate
matiers by demanding a bold stand on its
Hindutva. In separate editorials, the RSS’s
Hindiand English organs said the BJP need-
ed to “speak out boldly” on Hindutva. “If it
ailstodo it, it would be a negation of the ob-
ectives behind its formation,” the Pancha-
janya said. This assertion of the Sangh com-
plicates matters for the new leadership,
which feels that Hindutva will have to move
beyond being an emotive concept. In his
presidential address to the national council,
Mr Advani had emphasised on the need to
make Hindutva a more modern viewpoint —
a cogent and enlightened Hindu approach to
the demands of the modern world.

But the hard-liners in the parivar, brought
up on the staple of emotive Hindutva, are not
at ease with political Hindutva. The BJP
which functions in a coalition milieu, will
have to be mindful of the sensibilities of its al-
lies. In fact, this compulsion was evident in
Mr Advani’s address to the national council,
While terming the demand fora temple at the

ADVANI: WHICH WAY To Goﬁ’

Ram Janmabhoomi a legitimate one, he had
conceded that the “environment that made
Ayodhya the most potent mass movement in
post-independent India has changed.” He
had also said Hindutva was not an electoral
slogan and should not be confused with reli-
gion. This assertion has been a source of dis-
comfort for the BJP's allies and they have de-
manded an NDA meeting to debate the BJP's
stand on Hindutva. Although much of it is
mere posturing, the party cannot afford toig-
nore the demand as it has to face another
round of state elections in early 2005.

scathing in their attack on a section of the
BJP leadership, which the Sangh feelsis not
sufficiently “puritanic” enough in its ap-
proach. In an apparent dig at these leaders, it
said “this is not the time to hold meetings
in five-star hotels and zip around in Mer-
cedes cars to make public contact. Without
changing one’s own conduct, the party
should not expect any change in the be-
haviour of its activists,” the RSS asserted Tt
may be recalled that the post-mortem of the
last Lok Sabha defeat of the party was carried
outin the plush ambience of a five-star hotel
in the suburbs of Mumbai.

“This is the time to rebuild. The party has
shown great vitality, creativity and youthful
enthusiasm to take correctives, to reassess its
role and reassert its core concerns. This
should satisfy large sections of sympathisers,”
said the Organiser. The RSS organs also ad-
vised Mr Advani to concentrate on the health
of the organisation. This appears to be difficult
because leaders like Uma Bharti, have re-
fused to take up the assignment of general
secretary and has begun demanding rehabili-
tation in MP. Although the leadership has
ruled out a change in Madhya Pradesh, her
supporters are sure to create trouple for new

chief minister Babulal&u«.’
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Advani mvokes
v . Hindutva"™

Swears By Ram Temple

New Delhi: A demoralised
BJP on Wednesday em-
barked on a new journey
with its old warhorse L K
Advani formally taking
charge as its president and
brought back the Ayodhya
issue to centrestage while
asking cadres to be pre-
pared for a mid-term poll.
Advani sought to invoke
the Hindutva plank, assert-
ing that the party would
not compromise on its ide-
ology and that it was com-
mitted to the construction
of Ram temple in Ayodhya
even if it had to pay an elec-
toral price for it.
Addressing the party’s
national council which met
here to endorse his ap-
pointment, Advani blamed
the “disconnect” between
good governance and poll
outcome, overconfidence
and moving away from the
party’s core constituency,
including its activists and
the Sangh parivar, for the
BJP’s debacle in the Lok
Sabha and recent Maha-
rashtra assembly elections.
“BJP’s growth is reflec-
tive of the national will
and the desire of crores of

. people of this country that
. a magnificent temple be
© constructed at the Ram

Janmasthan in Ayodhya, in
the place of the existing
makeshift temple. Our de-
sire is to ensure that the
temple is built,” he said.

In the speech, circulated
at the meeting, Advani
_made some frank remarks,
saying the “environment”

2 :
that made the Ayodhya
movement “most potent”
in post-Independence India
had changed and the “Hin-
du anger” of the early 90’s
had given way to a “patient |

wait” for the temple.
The BJP-led NDA gov-

ernment had held parleys |

with Hindu and Muslim
leaders to thrash out a last-
ing solution, he said,
adding that the parties in-
volved were in favour of ar-
riving at a consensus after
the Lok Sabha elections.

“If the NDA had been re-
elected, the construction of
the temple would have be-
gun by now,” he said to
thunderous applause from
the 2,500 delegates. He said
the party favoured a resolu-
tion to the vexed issue
through censensus among
both Hindus and Muslims
as the courts had not been
able to settle the issue over
the last 50 years. en
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“Church cries foul

o W\
over COHVCTS(IQ%

Priya Ranjan Sahu
Sambalpur, September 25

CLOSE ON the heels of the
Sangh Parivar’s purported
‘homecoming’ ceremony, the
Catholic Church in Orissa
has expressed concern over
the “forced conversion of tri-
bal Christians” and the “nu-
merous incidents of vio-
lence” against religious mi-
norities in the state.

The latest hosting of two
missionary websites — cath-
news.com and asianews.it —
mentioned two recent inci-
dents that have apparently
got the church worried.
First, the attack on a church
in Raikia in Kandhamal dis-
trict on August 26; and sec-
ond, the “forced conversion”
of 76 tribal Christians to Hin-
duism by the VHP in Sarat
village of Mayurbhanj dis-
trict (where Australian-mis-
sionary Graham Staines was
killed) on-September 19,

According to the websites,
Bishop Lukas Kerketta of
Sambalpur Diocese has “vo-
wed to educate tribal people
so that they can defend their
rights in the face of efforts by
Hindu extremists”. Talking
to Hindustan Times, the
Bishop’s secretary, Father Al-
phonce Toppo, said they had
no concrete plan to counter
the “forced conversions”.
“But priests under the dio-
cese will step up regular con-
tact with the people.”

Bishop Kerketta, in an in-
terview to asianews.it, made
a scathing attack against the
saffron onslaught. “Orissa, a
state with the highest pres-
ence of Hindu fundamental-
ists, is governed by the BJP
Together with activists of
the VHP and RSS, they have
been harassing Christian
missionaries and the tribal
people for years. The VHP

MINORITY REPORT

ALLEGATION The Sangh
Parivar is forcing tribal
Christians to embrace
Hinduism and also
harassing missionaries

REMEDY No concrete plan
yet, but missionaries will
increase contact with the
masses and educate them
on their rights under the
Freedom of Religion Act

and the RSS do not know the
distinction between Protes-
tants and Catholics and
most often we bear the brunt
of Protestant activities,” Ke-
rketta had said.

The Bishop said the Orissa
Freedom of Religion Act, wh-
ich foresees legal sanctions
for missionaries accused of
instigating conversion and
official approval of every co-
nversion by the government,
was being misused by the
VHP to harass Christians.,

Father Toppo termed the
VHP’s “reconversion cere-
monies” as political stunts
rather than religious activi-
ties. He maintained that no
Catholic has been “re-
converted”. “Whoever recon-
verted in Jharsuguda and
Deogarh recently are not ac-
tive, church-going Christia-
ns,” he said, adding that they
might have accepted Chris-
tianity earlier due to benevo-
lent activities of the mission,
but their faith might not
have been “deep-rooted”.

“We are not worried about
anybody changing his faith of
his free will. What worries us
is they (the Sangh Parivar)
are creating an anti-Christi-
an atmosphere in Orissa.
This is disappointing and
this must stop,” he said.
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. Religious freedom in India

~

w4 has improved: U.S. report #*~

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, SEPT. 15. The status
of religious freedom in India
improved in a number of ways;
“yet problems remain in some
areas,” says the State Depart-
ment’s Annual Report on Inter-
national Religious Freedom.

Making the point that during
most of the period covered by
the report it was the Bharatiya
Janata Party which was in pow-
er, the State Department has
said that this party is a “Hindu
nationalist party with links to
Hindu extremist groups that
have been implicated in violent
acts against Christians and
Muslims.”

The United States has been
critical of the BJP on this issue
before and the sixth annual re-
port appears to be no different.

“The BjP-led Government
did not act effectively to counter
societal attacks against religious
minorities and attempts by
state and local governments to
limit religious freedom. This
failure resulted in part from the
legal constraints inherent in the
country’s federal structure and
in part from shortcomings in
the law enforcement and justice
systems,” the State Department
has maintained.

“Tensions between Muslims
and Hindus and to certain ex-
tent between Christians and
Hindus were a problem. Attacks
on religious minorities occurred
in several States. Some extre-
mists saw ineffective investiga-
tion and prosecution of attacks
on religious minorities as sig-
nals that such violence could be
committed with impunity,” the
report reads in the executive
summary.

‘Inclusive rhetoric’

In the section on “Significant
Improvements in the Promo-
tion of Religious Freedom,” the
State Department takes note of
the fact that by the end of its
governing tenure the coalition
led by the BJP “had adopted a

more inclusive rhetoric regard-
ing minorities and took some
steps to decrease violence.”

And in the context of the
changed political dispensation
in New Detlhi the annual report
notes the new coalition govern-
ment that has come to power
pledged “to respect the coun-
try’s traditions of secular gov-
ernment and religious tolerance
and to pay particular attention
to the rights of religious minor-
ities” going on to say that both
the Prime Minister and the
President of India have spoken
out strongly against the 2002
riots in Gujarat.

Repeal of law
“The GOI (Government of In-

dia) has already taken some
positive steps. Shortly after the
elections, the State of Tamil Na-
du announced the repeal of its
anti-conversion law.

There also has been some
progress on conflict resolution
in Gujarat,” the State Depart-
ment says while taking note of
the ruling of the Supreme Court
in the Best Bakery case and the
moving of the trial from Gujarat
to Mumbai as a way of “ensur-
ing fairness of the process.”

As far as the role of the Unit-
ed States, the State Department
has said that officials have con-
tinued to discuss with state offi-
cials the “implementation and
reversal of anti-conversion
laws”; and that American offi-

cials have also urged that the
perpetrators of the Gujarat vio-
lence of 2002 be brought to jus-
tice.

The report lists the various
activities of the American Em-
bassy in New Delhi and the vari-
ous Consulates including the
one in Chennai.

“The Consulate in Chennai
organised a roundtable to pro-
mote better understanding-
among Hindu, Muslim, Chris-
tian and Buddhist communi-
ties. The Chennai Consulate
also continued to reach out to
the Muslim community through
Iftar dinners and the Interna-
tional Visitor/Madrassa pro-
grammes,” the report reads.

‘U.S. raised Gujarat riots with
BJP-led Government’

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, SEPT. 15. The Unit-
ed States had raised the issue
of the Gujarat riots with the
BjP-led Government in India
when it was in power and if
“action” was not taken it was
because the ‘pogroms’ “were
not carried out by the Central
Government; they were carried
out by mobs,” says the Ambas-
sador at Large for International
Religious  Freedom, John
Hanford.

Mr. Hanford was at a press
briefing at the State Depart-
ment in the context of the Sixth
Annual Report on International
Religious Freedom.

Rise in attacks

"... we have worked very hard
on problems such as the Guj-
arat riots and met repeatedly
with officials from the Govern-
ment of India on this as well as
other situations where Hindus
have been attacked or Chris-

tians or others. There’s certain-
ly a rise.in cases of attacks on
Hindus and other minority reli-
gions, “ Mr. Hanford remarked,
when asked why the BJP was
being blamed now for the go-
ings-on in Gujarat during 2002
and not punished when it was
in power and why the killings
of hundreds of Hindus in Kash-
mir in the name of religion had
not been mentioned.

“One issue is looking at the
involvement of the Central
Government and my best jud-
gement as to why this desig-
nation did not occur over that
six-year period is that in many
cases the pogroms were not be-
ing carried out by the Central
Government. The Government
abhorred this and they were as-
suring our Government as well
as others that action would be
taken to address this, and
we've seen this transpire. Now
justice moves very slowly, of-
ten, in India,” Mr. Hanford
said.

“... the pogroms in Gujarat,
for example, were not carried
out by the Central Govern-
ment; they were carried out by
mobs. And, it's true that they
appear to have been aided by
State or local government offi-
cials and the police did not re-
spond in the way that would
appear normal. These attacks
were obviously coordinated,”
he added.

“... we don'’t believe that the
Central Government even un-
der the BJP Government was
involved in inciting those riots.
It’s well known that prominent
officials of that Government
held to a very vocal position on
Hindu fundamentalism which
conveyed an intolerance for re-
ligious minorities. The new
Government is determined to
go a different route and to re-
turn India to a position that is
more secular and has respect
for all religious faiths. And we

applaud that,” W

said.

16 SEP 2004



Parties asked /
not to wh1p

religious

fren
Lo 45

Our Political Bureau \mamunhy ruled that “religious

" NEW DELHI 10 SEPTEMBER

ITH the popular
Ganesh Chaturthifes-
tival coinciding with

the Assembly election processin
Maharashtra, the Election Com-
mission on Friday warned politi-
cal parties of action if they were
found using religious sentiments

* tofurther their htlcal ends.

Chief Election Commissioner
T.S. Krishnamurthy, speaking to
newspersons on the sidelines of

. a meeting of election observers

for the forthcoming polls in Ma-
harashtra and  Arunachal
Pradesh, also indicated that ade-
quate action may be taken if the
need arose during BJP leader
Uma Bharti’s Tiranga Yatra like-
ly to enter Maharashtra over
the weekend.

When asked if religious festi-
vals like the Ganesh Chaturthi
could be used by political parties
in the run-up to the October 13
polls in Maharashtra, Mr Krish-

The Economic T,

sentiments should not be used
for political purposes...this ap-
plies to all political parties.” He
added that there were enough
provisions in the IPC to proceed
against any individual or party “if
religious celebrations are patent-
ly politicised.”

The Ganesh Chaturthi festival
is celebrated with much gaiety
and fervour in the western
state and involves organising
of lavish pandals visited by
huge crowd during the 14-
day celebrations. The cele-
brations come to a close with
huge processions leading the
idols of Ganesh to its abode
inthe sea.

Asked whether Ms Bhar-
ti's yatra would vitiate the at-
mosphere in Maharashtra
ahead of the polls, the CEC
pointed out, “the state gov-
emnment concerned has
enough powers to deal with
such an eventuality.” Ruling out
an interference with the yatra,
Mr Krishnamurthy said: “We do
not proceed on assumptions
(that it may vitiate the atmos-
phere in Maharashtra). When
the problem comes, adequate ac-
tion will be taken either by the
state government or by the Elec-
tion Commission if there is
need.” Earlier, in his address to
around 250 poll observers ap-
pointed by the EC for the coming
Assembly polls, the CEC asked
the observers to maintain neu-
trality and realise that they were
not only agents of democracy but
angels of democracy as well.”

114EP 20



Panel to review analysis
17 of religion data 7 .

New Delhl It’s now official. The
government is taking a “relook” at
the analytical comments made in
the census report on religion which
had conveyed the mislead- -
ing impression that the | T
growth rate of the Muslim
population during 1991-2001
had gone up by 1.5% where-
as it had actually declined.
Confirming this, deputy
registrar general R G Mitra
said, “There is some prob-
lem raised on the analyti-

Muslim growth rate. So the com-
mission has decided to have a
relook at the analysis part.”

The clarification by Mitra
comes in the wake of a report in
The Times Of India on Wednesday
pointing out that the 36% growth
estimated for the Muslim popula-
tion over 1991-2001 was based on

THE TIMES OF INDIA

 RELIGIOUS py
cal remarks vis-a-vis the &9 ROFi(E

the?aulty proceéure of compar1 1
the all-India 2001 figures with the -
1991 figures which had excluded
Jammu & Kashmir.

Mitra said that the Cen-
sus Commission was ex-
ploring ways to address the
issues raised on the growth
rate of Muslims. He also
said there would be a newly
published set of reports
that might include “qualify-
ing” statements along with
the analytical remarks.
. However, he added, there

was “no question of with-
drawal of any data”. TOI had not
questioned the veracity of the
data but had raised questions
about their interpretation and
how such an important statistical
fact as the non-inclusion of J&K
in the 1991 census was glossed
over by the commission. mw

.....
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~ Acomplex hero

B YD PHADKE QL ‘ 9/ )
HE controversy over the temoval of VD
Savarkar’s quotations from a pillar installed in
the cellular jail in Port Blair where he was im-

prisoned for over 14 years, is absurd. We must under-

stand Savarkar’s complex personality before we pass
judgement on him.

The RSS didn’t hoist the national flag at its head-
quarters in Nagpur foryears (till 2002), but Savarkar
had the courage to hoist irangaat his residence despite
Hindu Mahasabha’s decision of raising black flags on
Independence Day. Union Petroleum Minister Mani
Shankar Aiyer, who has ordered removal of the plaque
isperhaps profoundly unware of Savarkar’s life.

Tt seems tome that he’s ignorant of India’s history
aswell and hasn’t even bothered to read Mahatma
Gandhi’swritings on Savarkar. He should close the
chaptet for once and all by tendering an apology.

Aword of caution for political parties and individu-
alsinvolved in the row: They are insulting an ardent
nationalist and patriot who was appreciated by

&

«

h
[
|

There are no evidences
to prove that Savarkar
collaborated with the British for his
release from jail. In fact, his appeal
for release was a ruse.

Gandhi for hisbravery and courage.

Thave extensively researched official secret docu-
ments and have come to the conclusion that Savarkar
was a legendary freedom fighter and a litterateur, who
stirred pre-independent India’s consciousness with his
fiery writings, patriotic poems and inspiring speeches.

I Savarkar never collaborated with the British

There are no evidences to prove that Savarkar col-
laborated with the British for his release fromjail. In
fact, his appeal for release was aruse. He was well awarc
of political developments outside and wanted tobe a
partofit. So he kept requesting for his release. But the
British authorities did not trust him a bit.

Ex-superintendentof Cellular jail, ] H Murray, had
observed Savarkar very closely for over seven year.

- Hence authorities sought his opinion wherein he rec-
ommended not to release Savarkar unconditionally. He
wrote, “But we can’t be sure about his mind. Don’t re-
lease him unconditionally.”

»(\/

Andther British jailerwrote, “His assurance for co-
operation is largely illusionary. Revolutionaries never
learn and change.”

Leaders like Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar too had ap-
pealed to the British to lift restriction on Savarkar, who
was putunder house arrest in Ratnagiri for 13 years.
Elected members from various parties—DrMB
Velkar and R D Pradhan had also forwarded resolu-
tions demanding his release.

Even Mahatma Gandhi had usged the British in his
article in Young India (May 1920} to release Savarkar.

B Why Savarkar, a secularist, turned
Hindu fundamentalist

lam extremely critical of his Hin-
dutva philosophy that he had adopted
only after hisrelease from jail. Most of us
are unaware of this.

The inhuman treatment meted out
to him by the Pathans at the cellular jail
forced seachange in Savarkar’s thinking,.
There are harrowing accounts of physi-
caland mental torture in his autobiogra-
phy ‘Majhi Janmathep’ (My Lifer). Many
Hindus were converted forcefully by
these pathans.

However, the young Savarkar was a
rationalist Hindu (he remined one till he
died), whowrote in his articles that cow
was just an useful animal and ridiculed rituals like yagya.
Orthodox Hindus hated him.

Savarkar even ridiculed the RSS for its motto ‘or-
ganisation for the sake of organisation’. Obviously they
didn’tlike his criticism, rationalism and efforts of abol-
ishing untouchability.

Savarkar built Patit Pawan Madir in Ratnagiri exclu-
sively for lower castes. Even Muslims were allowed to
visit the temple.

M Savarkar never hated Gandhi

Gandhi and Savarkar held opposite views. But re-
gardless of their ideological differences both respected
each other for their patriotism. Savarkar helped
Gandhi’s campaigns in South Africa through secret
operations from London (Abhinav Bharat moment).

Gandhi had also accepted Savarkar’s invitation to
the Vijayadashmi programme in London (Oct 1909).

In his speech, Savarkar said, “India, whichis like a
rainbow, will prosper only if it aquires support from all
— Muslims, Parsis and Jews.”

“I'mproudto have sat next to Savarkar. India will
continue to have sweet fruits of his patriotism,”
Gandhi spoke from the same dais, adding, “Savarkar’s
was the fine example of inspiring oratory.”

BIP/RSS/Sena are very conveniently exploiting
Savarkar’s Hindutva.

It'ssad that Savarkar had to face trial in Gandhi as-
sassination. He was opposed to Gandhi’sidea of non-
violence and India’s partition. The assassin, Nathuram
Godse, himself had testified that Savarkar had no role
to play in his heinous act.

M Don’t deny Savarkar a place in history

Savarkar fought for independence in his own way.
He didn’tbelieve in Gandhi’s ‘purity of means’ theory.
Instead he adopted ways of tackling tyrant enemyin a
ruthless manner —putting his own life at stake.

Even Lokmanya Tilak, also had ideologiocal dif-
ferenced with the Mahatma, had written in a letter to
Gandbhi, “Politics is not a game of sadhus.”

(The writeris a veteran historian of Maharashira. ‘
He spoke to Dharmendra Jore} |

A divisive firebrand

B SHAMSUL ISLAM

UMAR Ketkar{“The unbearable po-
tency of Savarkar’, IE, August 27) has.

not donejustice o the ongoing de-

bate on Savarkar’s role in the freedom move-
ment by calling it “neither political nor ideo-
logical.” It is very much political and
ideological given the fragmented political life
that V. D. Savarkar lived There were two
markedly distinguishable phases inhis politi-
cal life which stood for diametrically opposite
ideals. Unfortunately, votaries
of Savarkarism are unable to
see thisdifference.

Savarkar began as arevolu-
tionary who believed in anin-
clusive and composite Tridian

mythology, he initially believed
that India’s liberation de-
pended on the united resolve
of Hindus and Muslims, Inhis
monumental work The Indian
War of Independence 1857
penned in 1907 in England; he
warned against any feeling of
animosity against Mustims.
Mangal Pandey, Rani Laxmi Bai, Nana Sa-
heb, Maulvi Ahmed Shah, Tatia Tope, Ba-

| hadurshah Zafar and Begum Zeenat Mahal

were described by him as national heroes.

Yet the savage incarceration in Cellular
Jailbroke him completely. Convinced of the
invincibility of the British rule, he started
writing mercy petitions to his British mas-
ters. He wrote the first one in 1911 (immedi-
ately after his arrival in the brutaljail) and
second one in 1913. The latter petitionad-
dressed to the Home Member of the Gov-
ernment of India (November 14, 1913)
apart from many other things said: “There-
fore if the government in their manifold
beneficence and mercy release me, Ifor one
cannot but be the staunchest advocate of
constitutional progress and loyalty to the
English government which is the forermost
condition of that progress...”

During his imprisonment, he kept asafe
distance from companion political prisoners.
He was released when Non Co-operation
Movement was at its peak bringing a high wa-
termark of Hindu-Muslim unity. The British
rulers terrified by this development were
looking for leaders who could dent this unity.
Savarkar who had been working on his theory
of Hindutva seemed to be a good option. He

‘was released from the Cellular Jailin 1921

and then interned in Ratnagiri/Yeravdajails
(fromwhere he was finally released on Janu-
ary 6,1924.) on the condition that he would
notindulge in any kind of political activity.
However, he was allowed to publish his con-

i troversial ideas of Hindu nationalism titled

Hindutva (1923), claiming that only Hindus
had the right to be nationals of the country
and Muslims and Christians could not be part
of Hindusthan. He made an unconditional

. promise to the British masters “to serve the

Government in any capacity”, and this he ful-

 filled by becoming a willing tool in their hands

to execute the Two- Nation theory.

Ketkar’s article makesno mention of
what Savarkar did in the second phase of his
political life, when he was free. For an honest
appraisal of hisrole, we mustbecomeac- ™ .
quainted with his words and deeds while he
was free, guiding the Hindu Mahasabha
from 19371942, These are available under
one the title Hindu Rashtra Darshan pub-
lished by the Hindu Mahasabha, Maharash-
tra. Savarkar like Mohammed Ali Jinnah, be-
lieved in the Fwvo Nation theory.

.- While delivering the presidential address
to 19th Hindu Mahasabha session at Ahmed-
abad in 1937, Savarkar said: “Asit s, there are
two antagonistic nations living side by side in
India, several infantile politicians commit the
serious mistake in supposing that India isal-
readywelded into a harmonious nation, or

that it could be welded thus for the mere wish

todoso... Indiacan notbe assumed today to
be aunitarian and homogenous nation, but
onthe contrary there are twonations inthe

Hindu Mahasabha under the

its scope.” He also declared that he was hot
bothered about “ breaking up the so-called
united front against the British Imperialism.”
‘When Netaji and his Azad Hind Fayj
were planning to liberate the north east of the
country, it was Savarkar who offered full mili-
tary co-gperation to the British, While ad-
dressing 23rd :session of Hindu Mahasabha at
Bhagalpur in 1941, he said, “our best national
interests demands that so far as India’s de-
fenceis concerned, Hindudom must ally un-
hesitatingly, in a spirit of responsive co-opera-
tion with the war effortof the Indian :
government by joining the Army, Navy and
the Aerial forces in as large a number as pos-
sible and by securing an entry into all ord-
nance, ammunition and war craft facto-
ries. .. Hindu Mahasabhaits must, therefore,
rouse Hindus especially in the provinees of
Bengal and Assam as effectively as possible to
enter the military forces of all arms without

losing a single minute.”

leadership of Savarkar played a highly dubious and divisive role

in the ‘Quit India’ Movement of 1942. Hindu Mahasabha
decided to co-operate with the British rulers.

main: the Hindus and the Moslems, in India™;
If Savarkar; an ardent advocate of the
Two-Nation theory, can be considered an In-
dian nationalist, then whqcanstop Jinnah
fromclaiming the same status! Hindu Ma-
hasabha under the leadership of Savarkar
played a highly dubious and divisive role in
the ‘Quit India’ Movement of 1942, While
large sections of Indian masses faced im-
mense repression and the country was turned
intoajail, Hindu Mahasabha decided to co-
operate with the British rulers. In fact, he was
jubilantly thankful to the British rulers for
banning Congress when he said, “As soon as
Congress was removed from the political
field as an open organization under the gov-
ernment ban, the HinduMahasabha alone
was left to take up the task of conducting
whatever Indian National activities lay within

Thereisafactual error in Ketkar’s arti- -
cle, regarding the relationship between

. Savarkar and the RSS. Ketkar writes that

Savarkar “was still in jail when the RSS was
formed in'1925”. In fact, Savarkar was freed
inearly 1924, Here'’s what Dhananjay Keer,
Savarkar’sbiographer wrote about the
close affinity between the two. “Before
starting the volunteer organization known
asthe RSS, Dr. Hedgewar had a long dis-
cussion with Savarkar over the faith, form
and future of organization” and it was “in
consultation with Savarkar and others, that
Hedgewar decided to build up an organiza-
tion to supply the Hindu society with pow-
ers and pillars.”

The writeris Reader, Department of Political
Science, Satyawati College
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National Conference members shout slogans at the J-K
bglslative Councll in Srinagar on Thursday. PT/

e

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 19

THE Savarkar issue
rocked Parliament for the
third consecutive day today,
with Shiv Sena and BJP MPs
insisting on an “apology”
from the government for
“insulting” Savarkar and de-
manding the restoration of
his quotation that had been
been removed from the
“Swatantrata Pillar” at the
Cellular Jail in the An-
daman and Nicobar Islands.

The issue first came up in
| Lok Sabha during Question
Hour with Shiv Sena MPs
demanding an apology from
Union Petroleum Minister
Mani Shankar Aiyar for his
alleged derogatory remarks
and decision to remove
Savarkar’s quotation from
the monument at the jail.

. Shiv Sena MPs were
joined by their BJP brethren

Savarkar issue
continues to
*"rock Housé, (

ing the Speaker to adjourn
proceedings for 15 minutes.
Later, Defence Minister
Pranab Mukherjee promised |
to make a statement at 2 priv.
At2pm, Mukherjee said the
decision to remove the
Savarkar plaque had been
taken by the Board of
Ttustees of the IOC.
Objecting to Mukher-
jee’s statement, Leader of
Opposition LK. Advani
said most government deci-
sions were taken by individ-
ual ministers and not the
Cabinet. No decision re-
garding the constructionof a
memorial in the Andamans
could be taken without gov-
ernment sanction, he added.
The discussion got out of
hand when JD(UY’s Prabhu-
nath Singh took the floor. He
suddenly lost his temper to a
remark made by RK. Rana
(RID) and started abusing
him. The Speaker adjourned

_inthe Well of the House, forc-  the House for the day. - :
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BJP leaders debate on Hindutva...

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

]
PAULA (Goa), July 31. — BJP lead-
ers today favoured a harmonious in-
tegration of Hindutva with the
party’s social expansion plans as

they got down to analyse the reasons

for the Lok Sabha poll debacle and to
draw up a strategy for the future.
Participating in the first pre-lunch
session of the three-day Chintan Bai-
thak (braingtorming session) which
began here today, several party lead-
ers, including Gujarat chief minister
Mr Narendra Modi, felt that the par-
ty’s pursuance of the Hindutva ideol-
" ogy would not in any way hinder its
efforts to reach out to newer sections
of society such as minorities and Da-
lits, sources said.

They felt that the “all-encompassin-
g” Hindutva was not in any way con-
tradictory to the party’s programme
of social engineering. Acknowledging
that a perception has gained ground
among BJP and Sangh Parivar ca-
dres that the party had diluted its

effectivelycounter the propaganda of
-~

\)/
the party’s opponents Q’\,\)N
The Hindutva ideology would

rather help in bringing the sizeable
Dalit population into the larger
Hindu constituency, they said. Na-
tionalism should be the party’s
mantra to prove all sections of soci-
ety and it was identical to Hindut-
va, the leaders felt.

Senior leaders,. including Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee, Mr LK Advani and
Mr Venkaiah Naidu, besides RSS
joint general secretary in-charge of
BJP Mr Madan Das Devi are attend-
ing the closed-door conclave at the
Goa International Centre, five km
from the state capital Panjim, being
held amidst tight security.

Besides the social and geographi-
cal expansion, the reasons for the
poll debacle and its strategy for the
coming Assembly elections in Maha-
rashtra, Bihar, Haryana, Jhark-
hand and Arunachal Pradesh are
expecting to come up for discussion
later today.

The meeting, which would not

take any decision, is likely to convey -

a strong message of Hindutva and an
emphasis on conduct and behaviour
to the party’s leaders and cadres.

THE 8TATESMAN

s

v .AS JD-U dangles snap threat

NEW DELHI, July 31. — The
Janata Dal-United today threat-
ened to snap ties with the BJP if it
returned to the Hindutva agenda.

“We will not be with them then.
There cannot be two opinions on
this,” JD-U leader Mr Digvijay
Singh said after the party’s two-day
national executive meeting which
began today. The JD-U may have to
carry out its threat.

The BJP chintan baithak in Goa
which began today is debating how
to repackage core issues to attract
voters and send the right message
to the Sangh Parivar. The party
has declared its intention to yeturn
to core issues it espoused before jet-
tisoning them for the NDA’s agenda
for governance.

The discussion at today’s JD-U
meeting clearly said that secularism
was the party’s strength. Mr Singh
said. “We shall stick to secularism
and oppose fundamentalism.”

Speakers reportedly said that the

(From left) Digvijay Singh Ntt:sh Kumar, George Fernandes,
Sharad Yadav in New Delhi on Saturday. — PTI

party should sever ties with the NDA
if it wanted to improve its fortunes.
They felt that snapping ties with the
BJP would help make a dent in Mr
Laly Prasad’s minority vote bank.
When asked about the party’s

‘next course, Mr Singh said: “We are

still in the NDA.” JD-U president
Mr George Fernandes yesterday
sought to calm tempers within the
party by telling them that selecting
alliance partners for the Assembly
polls would be taken at the appro-
priate time. — Sudesh K Verma

...And MLA
pulls out of
Goa govt

PANAJI, July 31. — The politics of
defection came to the fore in Goa to-
day when an independent MLA
withdrew support to the Manohar
Parrikar-led BJP government, giv-
ing rise to speculation that the gov-

1 ernment might topple.

Even as BJP leaders were hud-
dled in a brainstorming session,
the lone MLA of the UGDP

(Mikky) faction, former tourism

minister Mr Francisco Pacheco,
withdrew support to the govern-
ment and warned that he was “in a
position to topple the government
any time”.

Asked if he had the support of two
more independent MLAs in the gov-
ernment, Mr Pacheco avoided giv-
ing a direct answer, but said “we in
the Opposition are united, and
when the time is rl':xvgrht we shall
make our moves. — 1

P
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 Centre cool to
Job quota on
basis of religion

_Our Political Bureau )

CNEWDELHO 14U T

ruled out communal quo-

fa in government jobs.
finister of personnel Suresh
achouri informed the Lok Sab-
athat there was no proposal to
rovide reservation to Muslims
1government jobs.

In a written reply 10 a ques-
on in the House, Mr Pachouri
Iso said that since recruitment
) central government services

not made on the basis of reli-
ion, no datarelating to the rep-
sentation of Muslims in these
>rvices is being maintained.

The Centre’s decision is signif-
ant asit comes in the backdrop
[ a recent announcement of
1 Andhra Pradesh govern-
lent led by the Congress,
‘hich included a communal
uota in government jobs.

Reworking the earlier order
ycreate a separate quota for the
ocially and educationally back-
rard” Muslims, the new state
wernment extended the fadili-
» to the entire community. A
gnificant section of the political
yectrum is opposed to commu-
alquota. Besides it will also dis-
it the philosophy of reserva-
ons . The Opposition maintains
1at it is yet another instance of
andering to sectarian and com-
winal interests,

I! HE Centre on Wednesday

Hurriyat talks
with UPA still

along way off

Masood Hussain
7 SRINAGAR 14JULY
HURRIYAT Conference’s maiden
round of talks with the UPA
seems unlikely to be held, unless
it manages to bring the now-di-
vided alliance to its pre-split posi-
tion. Moderates, who had two
rounds of talks with the NDA
regime recently, accepted the res-
ignation of Molvi Ansari as chair-
man and decided to work to re-
unite the twin factions.

“We believe that dialogue be-
tween India and Pakistan and be-
tween the Kashmiris and the two
countries is vital and the only
way to resolve the Kashmir is-
sue. But right now the priority is
to forge unity,” Professor Abdul
Gani Bhat, one of the top moder-
ates said. They already had two
rounds with the NDA .

“But we would not go for the
third round unless we manage
the reunion,” he insisted.

When asked if they failed to
get the hawkish Hurriyat, led by
Syed Ali Geelani, back to the fold,
Professor Bhat observed : “It will
be the misfortune of the people of

Kashmir, Ve

[he Econon
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New religious laws
Mushlims i

\”L
AMIT ROY }r 5

London, July 7: Muslim groups
were today unsure whether to
welcome or oppose legislation
they had themselves pressed for
— making incitement to reli-
gious hatred a criminal offence.

The new offence is likely to be
closely modelled on the existing
crime of inciting racial hatred
which carries a maximum
prison term of seven years.

Incitement to racial hatred is
already an offence under the
Public Order Act 1986, defined as
using threatening, abusive or in-
sulting words or behaviour with
intent or likelihood to stir up
racial hatred. Discrimination on
the grounds of race or sex is also
illegal.

In Britain, which has about
1.5 million Muslims, Islamic lob-
bies have long sought new legis-
lation to guard against what they
see as “Islamophobia”. But
today realisation set in that the
very laws which offer them pro-
tection could also be wused
against rabble rousers in
mosques who advocate jihad

against the western world.

The home secretary David
Blunkett said today that making
it a crime to incite religious ha-
tred would help to protect minor-
ity religions from attack by
Right-wing groups. But he made
it clear that the law could also be
used against fundamentalist Is-
lamists, as well as other extrem-
ists, who preach against Christ-
ian society.

Blunkett’s announcement
coincides with the arrival in
Britain on Monday of Yusuf al-
Qaradawi, a firebrand Muslim
cleric and an Egyptian who ap-
parently supports suicide bomb-
ings and beatings of women —
especially “disobedient” wives
by their husbands.

The new law would be a “two-
way street”, said Blunkett,
adding: “It applies equally to far-
Right evangelical Christians as
to extremists in the Islamic
faith.” The government would
introduce the new offence “as
soon as possible”, disclosed
Blunkett.

Some Muslim spokesmen
welcomed the proposed law but
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among those who expressed
reservations was the Islamic
Human Rights Commission.

Its chairman, Massoud Shad-
Jjareh, predicted: “In the light of
the well-recognised institutional
Islamophobic society that we
have at the moment, this legisla-
tion could very well be used
against Muslim communities,
rather than protecting them.”

The Labour peer, Lord Megh-
nad Desai, said the legislation
would have “a very, very difficult
time” in the Lords. “We will get
in a real muddle if we take reli-
gion as a basis for prosecution
rather than race,” he said.

The Tories also opposed the
legislation.

Its shadow home secretary,
David Davis, called the proposals
as “unworkable”.

He said: “It will impinge on
civil liberties and only serve to
make lawyers rich. Perfectly ad-
equate laws against violence or
conspiracies to commit violence
already exist and should be en-
forced vigorously.”

However, Blunkett received
support from the Liberal Democ-

put UK
uandary

Egyptian cleric
Yusuf al-Qaradawi. (AFP)

rats, whose home affairs spokes-
person, Mark Oaten, argued:
“This plan closes a loophole that
has allowed inflammatory lan-
guage to go unpunished, and the
Liberal Democrats will give
these plans their support.”
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7 Samaj Sewa: Singhal Says Outfit Will Address Ayodhya Issue

VHP to

Our Political Bureau
T NEWDELHI29JUNE

N what is being seen as a
breakdown of ties between

BJP and VHP, VHP leader
Ashok Singhal said on Tuesday
that his outfit was planning to
promote a new Hindu party. The
VHP brass, which failed to enlist
the support of RSS in its fight
against BJP, said it was time to es-
tablish a Hindu political manch.

Announcing this in Kolkata,
Mr Singhal said the proposed
outfit would work “aggressively
to take up the cause of the ‘Hin-
du Samaj’, including fulfilling
the long-standing demand for
the construction of a Ram tem-
ple in Ayodhya.” Mr Singhal,
who was speaking after a meet-

float new Hindu party

.

g

SINGHAL: MANCH ADO

ing of the core committee before
the national executive meet of
VHE, said: “A Hindu political

manch is necessary to effectively
pursue a Hindu agenda and
take on the challenges posed
by forces who are opposed to
ourideology.”

He said BJP had done nothing
for the cause of the Hindus and
had faced a protest vote from the
majority community. “The NDA
government’s policies did not
serve the aspirations of the Hin-
du community and lakhs of our
cadres remained inactive during
campaigning for the polls. And
the party was kicked out by the
electorate,” Mr Singhal said. But
he remained non-committal
about the launch timing of
VHP's political platform. “Itis go-
ing to happen soon,” he said.

VHP's attitudinal problems
have become a major hurdle be-

fore BJP’s attempts to unite Hin-
dus as one political unit. Politi-
cally, too, this could hurt BJP.
The last Assembly elections in
Jammu & Kashmir showed that
arift in the parivar could be elec-
torally damning,

Though the BJP tried to pacify
the parivar by asserting that
there will not be any ideological
infidelity in its future plans, the
party is aware that it will have to
remain a forward-looking, cen-
trist entity for its support base to
gobeyond the religious Hindu to
sections that are attracted by a
Centre-Right agenda. For BJP,
reconciling the conflicting aspi-
rations of these two sections —
the parivar and the non-parivat
constituencies — has been a
difficult task.




“USA, N Korea"
;semerge from
talks poles 4part

REUTERS ([ |
BEIJING, June 26. — The |
JSA and North Korea |
ymerged today from four §
lays of nuclear crisis talks
18 far apart as ever, with
WVashington insisting Pyon-
;ryan¥l disclose its uranium
mrichment programme.

The Communist North de-
nies the existence of such a
programme, ghe issue that ]
triggered the crisis 20
months ago and led to three Mr Wang Yi
rounds of inconclusive six-nation talks in Beijing.

The third round closed with a bland agreement to
meet again before the end of September and a pledge
to take the first steps to resolve the crisis “as soon as
possible”. Working-level talks would be held in late
July, Russia’s envoy to the talks said.

China’s chief negotiator, Mr Wang Yi, said the main
gap was between the USA and North Korea.

“There are serious differences between the two sides
over the uranium enrichment programme,” Mr Wang
told a news conference after the talks closed. “We hope
that this question, together with other issues, will be
clarified and resolved in future talks.” The parties had
agreed that a freeze of the North’s nuclear activities
should be a first step, he said.

North Korea stressed its readiness to freeze plutoni-
um-based nuclear facilities but adamantly refused to
accept the US demand that it admit to having a ura-
nium enrichment programme, used for making bombs,
a diplomatic source in Beijing said.

North Korea also rejected proposals by the USA and
Japan to allow International Atomic Energy Agency
experts to inspect its nuclear facilities for verification.
The source said Pyongyang had demanded a “different

- form of inspection”.
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CONVERSION DEBATE-II
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real problem is education

and health care of the poor.
Those with a vested interest in
the poverty of the Dalits and
tribals use the Hindutva facade
to continue to keep them in
bondage. Poverty being their
vested interest, any improve-
ment in the lives of the victims of
the injustices they perpetrate is a
threat to them. So those impar-
ting them education or health
care are “missionaries” and they
should quit India. The fact that
most such “missionaries” have
not seen the face of any country
other than India is of little rele-
vance to them. It s to be noted
that Christian missionaries suc-
ceeded in the areas where the
government failed to provide
good education and health
facilities to tribals.

Conversion is a bogey. The

No restriction

As far as laws relating to con-
version are concerned, the Bri-
tish rulers in India never impos-
ed any restriction on the right to
propagate one’s religion and
converting others. But outside
British India, the number of
Hindu princely states did enact
anti-conversion laws. Among
these the prominent laws were
Rajgarh State Conversion Act
1936, the Patna Freedom of Re-
ligion Act, 1942, the Sarguja
State Apostasy Act 1945, and the
Udaipur State Anti-Conversion
Act 1946. Similar legislation was
promulgated in Bikaner, Jodh-
pur, Kalahandi and Kota. It is in-
teresting to observe that no
parallel laws were enacted in the
princely states ruled by the Mus-
lims, e.g., Hyderabad, Rampur
and Junagarh.

In 1954 a Congress member
moved in Parliament the Indian
Converts Regulation and Regis-
tration Bill providing for com-
pulsory licensing of the mission-
aries and for registration of con-
version with government func-
tionaries. It was opposed mainly
by Christians, the Bill was even-
tually dropped at the behest of
Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru. In 1960 another Bill was
introduced in Parliament — the
Backward Communities (Reli-
gion Protection) Bill — aimed at
checking conversion of Hindus
to “non Indian” religions which,
as per the Bill, included Isl -
Christianity, Judaism and Z
rostrianism. It was soon rejec
by Parliament for its appa
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17\ Need To Review Apex Court’s Decision

By FAIZAN MUSTAFA

affront on specific religious
faiths. No further attempt in this
direction was made in Parlia-
ment till 1979, when the House
witnessed the introduction and
an imminent fall of a “Freedom
of Religion Bill” seeking ofticial
curbs on inter-religious conver-
sion, which was opposed among
others by the minoritics com-

same were passed at the behest
of rich landlords who had a vest-
ed interest keeping the schedul-
ed castes and scheduled tribes in
a state of poverty and unconsti-
tutional bondage so that their
vested interest will not be ham-
pered on the surface. The Tamil
Nadu (2002) and Gujarat (2003)
conversion laws are not only

mission.
During 1967-68, two Indian
states — Orissa and Madhya

Pradesh — enacted local laws
called Freedom of Religion Acts.
Ten years later a similar law was
enacted in the state of Aruna-
chal Pradesh. The three state
laws on conversion have more or
less identical provisions. They
prohibit conversion by force, al-
lurement, inducement and fraud
— defining conversion as “reno-
uncing one religion and adop-
ting another”.

Offence

They, thus, apply to all cases
of change of religions. Contra-
vention of the Act is a cognisable
offence punishable with impri-
sonment, fine or both. Those
who convert a person — by per-
forming or participating in the
necessary ceremony — are re-
quired to send an intimation of
conversion to the District Magis-
trate of the locality. Failure to do
so is also a cognisable offence as
per these laws. The fact which
the people like Parveen Togadia

*herg in Sangh Parivar do
" Madhya Pra-

more stringent than these laws
but have been passed merely to
achieve political goals.

In support of anti-conversion
laws the Sangh Parivar approv-
ingly refers to the Supreme
Court judgment of 1977 in Rev.
Stainislaus vs State of Madhya
Pradesh, in which it held that
Madhya Pradesh Freedom of
Religion Act, 1968 and Orissa
Freedom of Religion Act, 1968
are valid and not ultra vires the
Constitution of India even
though both these Acts were an
hindrance in propagation of
one’s religion. It was held that
right to propagate does not
mean right to convert. Soli Sor-

- abjee, former Attorney General

of India, had favoured the need
for a review of the above deci-
sion. The decision clearly denies
freedom of conscience. Justice
Hidayatullah also expressed his
doubts about the correctness of
this decision and suggested that
the judgment deserves recon-
sideration and Justice Mathew,
observed that all considerations
applicable to freedom of speech
and expression Article 19(1) (a)
are applicable to right to
nropagate.

The right to propagate one’s
idea is inherent in the concept of
speech and expression. Two vital
facts must be kept in mind. First,
the verdict was given in an era
when judicial activism was still in
its infancy and, secondly, today
since the apex court has given a
very liberal interpretation to
other fundamental rights, the
highly restrictive meaning given
to the word “propagation” in the
1977 case is certainly not in tune
with the emerging human rights
jurisprudence of the apex court
and, therefore, the judgment
must be reviewed sooner than
later.

Conscience

Thus it is clear that all anti-
conversion Acts truly deny the
freedom of conscience because
freedom of religion has nc
meaning without freedom o
conscience and the freedom o
conscience is the freedom t
choose between competing val
ues. The Sangh Parivar organisa
tions are working hard to wii
back converted Christian an
Muslims to their fold. But a ver
serious issue to be considered i
that since these organisation
are against conversion and ar
demanding an anti-conversio:
law at the national level, how ca:
they preach re-conversion. |
conversion is not a part of free
dom of religion as incorporate:
in the Indian Constitution, the:
by the same argument, re-con
version is also forbidden.

Justice Chinnappa Redd
rightly observed in the landmar
decision of the apex court the
“Our tradition teaches tolei
ance; our philosophy preache
tolerance; our constitution pras
tices tolerance; Let’s not dilut
it”. The conversion debat
should be settled in the light ¢
the tolerant Indian jurispnt
dence. The plurality and dive:
sity of India can be maintaine
by showing tolerance to a
religions.

It is necessary to remind o
countrymen about the resurge
India that Mahatma Gandhi h:
dreamt of. “I do not expect t
India of my dream to devek
one religion, that is, to be whol
Hindu or wholly Christian ¢
wholly Mussalman, but I want .
to be wholly tolerant, with it
religions working side by side’
said Mahatma Gandhi.

(Concluded
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AYSWARIA VENUGOPAIS‘

New Delhi, June 13: The BJP
began it, now the Congress is be-
ing asked to inaugurate it. But
there is a hitch: Veer Vinayak
Damodar Savarkar.

Petroleum minister Mani Sh-
ankar Aiyar might be requested
to dedicate a memorial commis-
sioned by his predecessor Ram
Naik at Cellular Jail in Port Bl-
air when the Andaman adminis-
tration was celebrating Savar-
kar’s birth anniversary:.

Savarkar, born on May 28,
1883, was incarcerated there
after he was sent on a 50-year
exile by the British government.

The Congress has been boy-
cotting all ceremonies the BJP
has held to commemorate the
founder of the Hindu Mahasab-
ha and an advocate of a Hindu
rashtra, including the unveiling
of his portrait in Parliament and
the Gujarat Assembly.

As recent as last month, the
Congress-led United Progressive
Alliance stayed away from a
function in the central hall of
Parliament to mark the birth an-
niversary of Savarkar.

“The memorial is not to give
preferential treatment to any pa-
rticular individual but to recog-
nise the contribution of all free-

Aiyar: Successor’s burden

dom fighters,” reasoned a gov-
ernment official in Port Blair.

The memorial with an immo-
rtal flame — on the lines of the
one at Jallianwala Bagh — has
been built with donation from
the Indian Oil Corporation
(I0C), which is planning to re-
quest Aiyar to do the honours as
it has been completed.

In 1998, the I0C built the me-
morial at Jallianwala Bagh — in-
augurated by the BJP governme-
nt— and soon after, set up Indian
Oil Foundation to take up activi-
ties to promote heritage.

In April 2003, Naik visited Po-
rt Blair to inaugurate an LPG bo-
ttling plant in Hope Town as the
authorities were winding up the
celebration of Savarkar’s birth
anniversary. He visited the his-
toric Cellular Jail, a national me-
morial, and announced the bui-
lding of a memorial.

The Indian Oil Foundation,
of which he was the ex-officio
chairman by virtue of being the
Union minister for petroleum
and natural gas, decided to un-
dertake its construction.

Mumbai architect-artist Utt-

am Pacharne has designed the
memorial. “We called several de-
signers and architects to come
up with plans. Pacharne’s design
was selected as the best aestheti-
cally as it had an Indian look
with its bronze casting to with-
stand all weather and a canopy
to shield the flame,” said Indian
Oil officials. The flame will be
kept alight at all times with the
help of six LPG cylinders keptin
aroom nearby and connected to
the memorial with a pipeline.
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y g .gra cleric’s fatwa aéinst ;

Vande Mataram
O TET— 0

!
It is a symbol of the
~Fnation, respect it

t is an old debate revisited. Ever since Vande

Mataram became part of the national psyche, it has
been accused of being anti-Muslim. Bankim Chandra
Chatterjee wrote the first two stanzas of the poem in
the 1870s and later incorporated it into Anandmath. It
was set to tune by Rabindranath Tagore and soon
became an essential feature of the Congress sessions.
The song caught the imagination of the country and
translations appeared in most Indian languages. The
harmony was broken when Vande Mataram was used
as a war cry by Hindu fundamentalists in the 1920s. In
the 1930s, the Muslim League demanded that the
song should not be propagated for it spread hatred for
Muslims and was idolatrous. The controversy kept
popping up even after Independence.

It is high time we depoliticise the song. To
listen to Vande Mataram in the context of the pre-
Independence era is to bring in the baggage of
Partition politics. The only people who would benefit
out of such historicisation would be fundamentalists,
both Hindu and Muslim. Vande Mataram is now a
symbol of the Indian nation state. Not to acknowledge
it is tantamount to an assault on the concept of the
modern Indian state. The charge that it is idolatrous
does not stand the ground. The mother invocation
is only a literary device to give a concrete shape to the
concept of nationalism, otherwise an abstract and
alien idea in the 19th century India. In the 1930s,
Tagore said the song has acquired a separate
individuality and an inspiring significance, with
nothing in it to offend any sect or community; that
holds true even now. Acts like the recent fatwa by
an Agra cleric would only aggravate notions of
Islam as an exclusionist religion. Outside the purview
of its hoary history, Vande Mataram remains a
beautiful invocation to the country. That is how it
needs to be seen. Not for the sake of the song, but
for the well-being of the nation.

__COUNTERVIEW |

The song cannet
escape its history

It is fatuous to take the position that the Muslim
cleric erred in lashing out against Vande Mataram.
Rabindranath Tagore might have set the first two
stanzas of Bankim Chandra’s poem to music, but
the flow of history has robbed Vande Mataram of
its innocence. Even Tagore agreed that the novel
Anandmath was anti-Muslim in tenor Which is
probably why he wanted the song treated as an
entity in itself, The verse invokes not just the natural
beauty of ‘mother’ India but also the ‘shakti’ of
Goddess Durga. This aspect opened it to misuse by
Hindu extremists. The song was irredeemably
maimed in the Calcutta riots, when Hindus used
Vande Mataram as a war cry. Tagore’s music died in
the clash of spears and swords.

Today, the Bharatiya Janata Party is trying to
appropriate all symbols of Hindu nationalism, in an
attempt to reconstruct the liberal nationalism of the
Congress. It has succeeded in the absence of a
Gandhian current in Indian politics to contest its
claim. Therefore, whether one likes it or not, Vande
Mataram adorns the cultural stable of the Hindu
right and this is a context that cannot be overlooked.
Indeed, Vande Mataram’s use as a weapon against
Muslims goes back to the stormy days of Partition
when the Hindu Mahasabha, among others, raised the
slogan: Is desh mein rehna hoga, vande mataram gana
hoga. In this grim scenario, it seems unreasonable
to expect Muslim leaders to make an objective
assessment of the song. Today, the identity and
lives of Indian Muslims are under threat like never
before. The sangh parivar and even ‘moderates’ like
Atal Behari Vajpayee believe that Muslims should
culturally adjust to the majority to be accepted.
Any assertion of their identity through their own THE TELEGRAPH
symbols or rejection of Hindu forms is not tolerated
these days. Yet people choose to call Muslims
obscurantist if they oppose a history of subjugation ) -
in the name of a poem. fe MAD e
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“Fatwa for p_raisin&

Vande Mataram’

HTC and Agencies :\7 \\\\

Agra, March 10 Y

FIFTY-FOUR M’%JSLIMS
were excommunicated and
their marriages nullified
by a local Mufti after they
reportedly said that sing-
ing the Vande Mataram
was not un-Islamic.

While issuing the fatwa,
Mufti Abdul Quddus Rumi
declared that singing of the
national song “would lead
them (Muslims) to hell.”

It was wrong for Musli-
ms to sing Vande Matar-
am, the Mufti said, adding
those advocating the song
were deviating from the
religion. The fatwa also
nullifies the wedding of
those excommunicated.

Muslims who made sta-
tements in favour of the
national song should offer
prayers to renew their fai-
th in Islam and remarry
according to Islamic rites,
he said.

Among those excommu-
nicated were Mutwallis of
the Loha Mandi and Shah-
eed Nagar mosques, whe-
re a group of pro-BJP Mu-
slims had said that the so-
ng praised the motherland
and did not mask any reli-
gious sentiments.

Of the 54 people who
were excommunicated, 13
had sought forgiveness.
Meanwhile, alleging Con-
gress hand in the matter,

0 x;‘%‘vr

‘Polluted mindset’ |

THE VHP reacted to the
Jatwa saying it reflected
a “polluted mindset.”
“The fatwa by fundame-
ntalists against Vande
Mataram is a reflection
of their polluted minds-
et,” VHP vice-president
Giriraj Kishore said.
“Worshipping the mo-
ther is not prohibited in
any religion,” he said,
pointing out the song
had inspired umpteen
revolutionaries during
the freedom struggle,”
Kishore added.
HTC, Agra

the BJP condemned the
excommunication. “Noth-
ing could be more funda-
mentalist and foolish. We
strongly condemn the ac-
tion,” BJP spokesman Vi-
jay Rumar Malhotra said.

He said the Congress
engineered the Mufti’s act-
ion and “we should under-
stand that Vande Matar--
am is not performing of
puja but paying respect to
the motherland.”

“The entire nation, in-
cluding Muslims, has been
singing A.R. Rahman’s
Maa Tujhe Salaam. Salut-
ing the motherland cannot
be un-Islamic. “In fact, it
goes with Islamic ethos”.




vrmsll

‘LGNDON March? —A b
“section of the 1.3 million
strong Hindus in UK are
up in arms against a pro-
posal to star Tina Turner,
the rock star, as an Indian
~goddess in a new British
iy pl‘oductmn

" Turner is slated to por= |
tray Shaktz the symbol of

chant and J ames Ivory,
Anglo-Indian duo

. ! ghts’ ;
another UK-based Hindu _ ti
orgawzatxon, is circulat-
ing a petition to be pre-
sented to Merchant—lvory
Productions mndemnmg
the film. v

It criticized the choice
of Turner because of her

THE STATESMAN  * 8 MAR 2004



ﬁldeo converts 21

Priya Ranjan Sahu k\(‘
Jharsuguda, March 4

DILIP SINGH Judeo organ-
ised a gharwapsi pro-
gramme on Thursday in
which 212 tribals from 53
families were ‘reconverted’.
Last seen on videotape tak-
ing bribe and then shuttling
to and from the CBI office
for interrogation, the ousted
Union minister was seen on
the day washing the feet of
tribals — mostly from Jhar-
suguda and Sundergarh dis-
tricts —at the VHP function.
“A total of 53 families, 50
of Sundergarh and three of
Jharsuguda, returned to the
Hindu fold today,” said Achu-
tananda Kar, organising sec-
retary of VHP, Orissa.
After the suddhi (purlﬁ
canon) ceremony, the ‘re-

3 A

- angling for a poll ticket.

conve:l7 d’ tribals vowed to
protect Hinduism. Many of
them said they had convert-
ed to Christianity after
marrying Christian girls.
“For a long time I have
wanted to return to my
fold,” said Lalindra Panna.
But several tribals told
Hindustan Times that they
had never been Christians
in the first place. Some said
they had been reconverted
several times at other
places.

When Judeo was caught
on the tape with his hands
in the till, he justified it by
saying that he needed the
money for his reconversion
programme. This function
is thus widely seen as a bid
at political rehab by the dis-
graced BJP leader, who is

THE HIDUST AN TIMES
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trlbals

Judeo washes the feet of a
* - ttibal at the function.
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JERUSALEM, FEB. 25. Mel Gibson's
portrayal of the final 12 hours of
Jesus in his film, The Passion of
the Christ, has been hailed as
the gospel truth by some believ-
ers, but many scholars com-
plain that it is riddled with
historical errors.

Their complaints range from
inaccuracies about hairstyles
and clothes to a lack of gospel
context in the film, which has
raised a furore among Jewish
groups who fear its graphic de-
piction of the crucifixion will
fan anti-Jewish violence. Gib-
son, who has denied the film is
anti-Semitic, has said he con-
sulted scholars, theologians,
priests and spiritual writers be-
fore scripting the film with the
aim of making Jesus's agony
during the crucifixion appear as
realistic as possible.

Many Christians see the film
as bringing them closer to their
religion. Evangelical preacher
Billy Graham called the film “a
lifetime of sermons in one mo-
vie.”

Gibson, a traditionalist Ca-
tholic who funded the $25-mil-
lion film himself, was so set on
making it authentic that he had
his characters speak Latin and
Aramaic.

Experts said this was his first
mistake as Greek was the lan-
guage spoken in Jerusalem dur-
ing Jesus’s time, along with
Aramaic and some Hebrew spo-
ken by Jews.

“Jesus talking to (Pontius) Pi-
late and Pilate to Jesus in Latin!”
exclaimed John Dominic Cross-
an, a professor of religious stud-
ies at the Chicago-based Roman
Catholic De Paul University. “I
mean in your dreams. It would
have been Greek.”

Latin was reserved for official
decrees or used by the elite.
Most Roman centurions in the
Holy Land spoke Greek rather
than Latin, historians and ar-
chaeologists said.

The mistakes, experts said,
did not stop with the wrong lan-
guage, which Mr. Crossan —
who speaks Latin — said was so
badly pronounced in the film
that it was almost incompre-
hensible.

“He has a long-haired Jesus...
Jesus didn’t have long hair,”
said physical anthropologist Joe
Zias, who has studied hundreds
of skeletons found in archaeo-
logical digs in Jerusalem. “Jew-
ish men back in antiquity did
not have long hair.”

“The Jewish texts ridiculed
‘ong hair as something Roman

or Greek,” said New\York Uni-
versity’s Lawrence
Along with extensive| writings
from the period, experts also
point to a frieze on Rome’s Arch
of Titus, erected after Jerusalem
was captured in AD 70 to cele-
brate the victory, which shows
Jewish men with short hair tak-
en into captivity.

Erroneous depictions of Jesus
in western art have often misled
film-makers in their portrayal of
Jesus, experts said.

For some scholars the errors
go beyond language or hair-
styles.

They said the heart of the
problem was the film’s script,
which interweaves the literal in-
terpretation of four sometimes
contradictory gospel accounts
of Jesus’ last 12 hours with the
visions of a controversial 19th
century nun. .

“This is my version of what
happened, according to the gos-
pels and what I wanted to
show,” Gibson told the U.S. tel-
evision network, ABC, this
month.

But Mr. Crossan complained
that the lack of historical con-
text was the movie’s “basic
flaw.”

The film begins not when Je-
sus enters Jerusalem to the exu-
berant welcome of thousands of
Jews but rather at night in a gar-
den on the eve of the crucifixion
when he is arrested by the Ro-
mans after being betrayed by
Judas.

“Why did they need a traitor?
Why did they need the night?
Why didn’t they grab him in the
daytime,” Mr. Crossan asked.
“Because they did not want a
riot,” he said, explaining that Je-
sus was immensely popular
among his fellow Jews, which is

why the high priests and Ro-
mans felt threatened by him.
Those details, he said, were ab-
sent in the film. “The lack of
context is the most devastating
thing for anyone who says it
(the film) is faithful to the gos-
pels because the gospels have
the context.”

One of the most controversial
aspects of the film is its por-
trayal of Pilate reluctantly sen-
tencing Jesus to crucifixion
under pressure from a bullying
mob and conniving Jewish
priests. Scholars acknowledge
that the scene is faithful to the
gospels, but some experts said a
historical  perspective  was
imperative.

“Itis important to see the his-
torical context. Not only for the
sake of being true to history but
for the sake of being true to the
gospel passages themselves,”
said Father Michael McGarry,
rector of the Tantur Ecumenical
Institute in Jerusalem.

The gospels, he said, were
written many years after the
crucifixion at a time when the
early Christians felt it would be
politically wise to “soften Ponti-
us Pilate as a way of placating”
the Romans who raled over
them. “Pontius Pilate was a very
cruel and brutal man.

And he wouldn’t care two
winks about executing another
Jew. He had killed so many be-
fore him,” said Father McGarry,
who said he had not seen the
film and was commenting only
on the history of the time. Cru-
cifixion was a common puni-
shment meted out by the
Romans to rebellious Jews dur-
ing Jesus’s time.

The Romans crucified so
many Jews, said Mr. Zias, that
“eventually they ran out of

. ol O: ’e inaceinn’
/§cholars fault Mel Gibson’s ‘passion

crosses and they ran out of
space.”

The depiction of the crucifix-
ion was the part of the film most
riddled with errors for Mr. Zias,
who studied the skeleton of a
crucified Jewish man from Je-
sus’s time — the only remains
ever found of a crucified victim
from antiquity.

He said Jesus would not have
carried the entire cross to the
crucifixion as vertical beams
were kept permanently in place
by the ever-efficient Romans.

“Nobody was physically able
to carry the thing (the entire
cross). It weighed about 159 kg,”
Mr. Zias said. “He (Jesus) car-
ried the cross-beam, maxi-
mum.”

Nor would Jesus have worn a
loincloth in the crucifixion as
did actor James Caviezel, who
portrayed him in the film. “Cru-
cifixion was a form of state ter-
ror.

They humiliated the crucified
victim. Everybody was naked.
Men, women and children,” Mr.
Zias said.

Jesus, he added, would have
been tied or nailed to the cross
through the wrists, not the
hands as shown in the film.
“You cannot crucify a person
through the hands because
there is nothing there but skin
and muscle. It will tear.”

Brushing off criticism of in-
accuracies, Gibson has said he
found contradictory opinions
among the experts he consult-
ed. “Since the experts cancelled
each other out, T was thrown
back on my own resources to
weigh the different arguments
and decide for myself,” he said
in an interview. — Reuters

A penchant for pendants

SANTA ANA (CALIFORNIA), FEB. 25,
The Passion of the Christ not on-
ly has people debating the last
hours of Jesus’ life, but also
running out to buy such souve-
nirs as crucifixes, lapel pins
and cards tied to the film’s pro-
motion.

A particularly popular item
is a pendant fashioned from a
single nail made of pewter and
attached to a leather strap, say
officials of Bob Siemon De-
signs, which is licensed by Gib-
son’s Icon Productions to
produce. jewellery tied. to the

THE HNDYy 26 FEB 2004

film. The pendants represent
the nails used in the film to fas-
ten Christ to the cross.

“This thing has turned into
this kind of overnight phenom-
enon that we can’t believe,” Mr.
Siemon said. He said his staff is
working 10- to 14-hour shifts
six days a week to keep Chris-
tian bookstores supplied with
the pendants, crucifixes and
other items.

The company has shipped
roughly 75,000 cross pendants
and about the same amount of
nail pendants, said Dwight

Robinson, the company’s mar-
keting manager.

The nail pendant costs absut
$17 and contains scaled-dwn
versions of the nails seen i the
film.

It was designed by M Sie-
mon, himself a Cathoh Who
said he came up with «€ idea
after seeing a previe of the
movie.

“It's the new sym’! Of the
Christian,” he said,! pse Jgst a
way of identifying | P€rhaps
starting a convetion with
someone.” — AP
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SC orders Best
@{jiBakery retrial |

ur Political Bureau
\ NEW DELHI 12 APRIL

T he Narendra Modi government suf-

fered a rude jolt on Monday when

the Supreme Court, in an unprece-
dented step, ordered the cancellation of
the acquittal of all 21 accused in the Best
Bakery murder case and its retrial in a Ma-
harashtra court.

In a judgement, which is certain to
come as a big embarrassment to the BJP
on the eve of the Lok
Sabha polls, a Divi-
sion Bench compris-
ing Justice Do-
raiswamy Raju and
Justice Arijit Pasayat,
while allowing ap-
peals filed by key wit-
ness Zahira Sheikh
and the state govern-
ment, compared the
government  func- |
tionaries with mod- |
ern-day “Neros” who

indictment of the ideology behind the
massacre,” the Congress immediately de-
manded the ouster of the Narendra Modi
government.

“I'would request the Prime Minister to
ask Modi toresign, and if he doesn’t do so,
he should sack him,” party spokesman
Kapil Sibal told reporters here on Monday
afternoon, while reminding Mr Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee of the “follow-the-rajd-
haram” advice rendered by him to the
Gujarat chief minister in the immediate
B aftermath of the riots.
The demand was en-
dorsed by the CPM.
I, even after this
judgement, the other
BJP leaders share the
g dais with Mr Modi
{ during the campaign
1 for the Lok Sabha
polls, it would mean,
the Congress
spokesman argued,
they endorse his ide-
& ology. The BJP, fora

kept looking else

where while innocent
children and helpless
women were burnt alive. The case per-
tains to the Best Bakery at Vadodra, which
was set ablaze by a violent mob on March
1, 2002, resulting in the death of 14 per-
sons. Zahira Sheikh, an eye-witness to the
incident, lost her family in the conflagra-
tion. Coming as it did just a week before
the state goes to polls, the apex court order
left the Opposition baying for Mr Modi's
blood. Terming the retrial order as “a clear

Economic Times

JUDGEMENT Day

4 change, went on the
defensive, putting a
rather feeble argu-

ment that the Supreme Court order was

notan “indictment” of Modi government

“If a witness turns hostile and allege:
that she has been pressurised, how car
you drag the chief minister into it. The

Court has merely commented on the tria

and not indicted the state government. I

cannot be linked to the BJP or the pol

process,” party spokesman Mr Arun Jait
ley said on Monday.

1 3 APR 204



Ram, Ram: NDA

New Delhi: Reflecting BJP’s dominance, the
NDA on Thursday shed its reservations on
Hindutva issues like Ram temple by favour-
ing in its election manifesto an early and am-
icable solution to the Ayodhya tangle.

Unlike in 1998 and 1999 elections, when
NDA had put Ayodhya, Article 370 and Uni-
form Civil Code on the backburner, the
ruling coalition’s agenda for 2004 advocated
an early solution, saying it would strengthen
national integration.

“We continue to hold that the judiciary’s
verdict in this matter should be accepted by
all. At the same time, efforts should be inten-
sified for dialogue and a negotiated settle-
ment in an atmosphere of mutual trust and
goodwill,” the manifesto released by PM Vaj-
payee said.

The other favourite issues of BJP that find
their way into the document — titled “An
Agenda for Development, Good Governance
and Peace” — are a central law aimed at cow
protection (an euphemism for banning cow
slaughter), population control with an em-
phasis on a two-child norm and reservation
for poor among the forward classes.

“The Ram temple issue is one of national
concern and one cannot go ahead by ignoring
it. But we have also suggested how it should
be resolved... either through dialogue or a
court verdict which will be acceptable to all
concerned,” Vajpayee told a press conference
after releasing the 36-page document.

The agenda reiterated the coalition’s earli-
er commitment to introduce a legislation to

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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Naidu mifféd

Hyderabad: TDP supremo N Chan-
drababu Naidu on Thursday said his par-
ty was not consulted on Ayodhya issue be-
ing inciuded in the NDA manifesto. agencies

ensure that important offices are occupied
only by those who are India’s natural citizens
by their Indian origin. agences .
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Hamas spiritual leader

L ULGIO

i Israeli missile attack
+Y @Qutrage in Arab world @ U.S. appeals for calm

& By Atul Aneja

O

MANAMA, MARCH 22. In an early morning
strike in a city, Israel assassinated
Sheikh Ahméd Yassin, the top spiritual

leader of Hamas, bringing tens of thou-
sands of grieving and angry Palestinians
into the streets and sending shockwaves
throughout West Asia.

Israeli helicopter gunships fired three
missiles, one of which directly hit Sheikh
Yassin, who was leaving a Gaza city mosque
in his wheelchair after the dawn prayers.
Seven bodyguards, including Sheikh Yas-

" _|_sin’s son, were killed and at least 15 per=-

sons were wounded.

As news of the assassination of the leader
of the Islamic Resistance Movement,
known by its Arabic acronym, Hamas,
spread, thousands of Palestinians took to
the streets in Gaza, heading for his home.
Protests broke out in other Palestinian ar-
eas too, resulting in clashes with Israeli
soldiers. Palestinian sources said troops
killed a journalist who was covering a pro-
test in the West Bank town of Nablus. In
the afternoon, tens of thousands joined a
funeral procession through the streets of
Gaza, jostling to touch Sheikh Yassin's cof-
fin, which was draped in a green Hamas
flag.

Senior Hamas leaders have responded
with fury to the killing. “War is henceforth

open with these murderers, these criminals
and these terrorists,” Hamas leadler, Abdal-
Aziz. al-Rantissi said. Mr. ,Rantissi con-
demned what he called a “war against Is-
lam” in Palestine and Iraq and urged
Muslims “to wake from their sleep, to re-
turn to reason and make the earth tremble
under the feet of the Zionists (Israelis).”

The military wing of Hamas, Izz al-Din

al-Qassam Brigades, vowed to avenge the
killing by taking action that would be “like
an earthquake.” A Hamas statement said “
[the Israeli Prime Minister, Ariel] Sharon
has opened the gates of hell.”
“"The' Prime Minister of the Palestinian
Authority, Ahmed Qureia, described Sheikh
Yassin’s assassination as a “cowardly act.”
“This is a crazy and very dangerous act. It
opens the door wide to chaos. Yassin is
known for his moderation and he was con-
trolling Hamas and therefore this is a dan-
gerous, cowardly act,” he said.

Mr. Sharon justified Sheikh Yassin’s as-
sassination saying Israel had a “natural
right” to pursue those who would destroy
it. Mr. Sharon said Sheikh Yassin was com-
mitted to the “destruction of Israel.”

Reuters, AP, PTI report:

The United States strongly denied any
involvement in the assassination and ap-
pealed for calm in the region. The White
House National Security Adviser, Condo-
leezza Rice, said in a round of television

interviews that the U.S. did not have ad-
vance warning. “It is very important that
everyone step back now and try now to be
calm in the region. There is always a possi-
bility of a better day in West Asia and some
of the things being talked about by the
Israelis ... might provide new opportuni-
ties,” Ms. Rice said. “I would hope that
nothing will be done to preclude those new
opportunities from emerging,” she added.

Hamas said it believed Washington had
given the green light for Sheikh Yassin's
assassination but Ms. Rice disagreed. She
added: “Let’s remember #hat Hamas js a
terrorist organisation and that Sheikh Yas-
sin himself has been heavily involved in
terrorism.” The U.S. classifies Hamas as a
“terrorist” group.

Israel’s opposition leader, Shimon Peres,
said in Parliament that the assassination
was a mistake.

A setback: Blair

The British Prime Minister, Tony Blair,
said the killing was a “setback” for West
Asia. “We recognise Israel’s right to defend
itself against terrorism, but equally any

steps should be within international law |-

and should be neither disproportionate nor
excessive,” he said.

Another report on Page 16

Editorial on Page 10
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“Christians, Sikhs unite

against F

PHILIP DELVES BROUGHTON

Bobigny (France), Jan. 24:
Christians from Iraq and Sikhs
from India expressed outrage
yesterday at French govern-
ment plans to ban the wearing
of religious symbols in school
— a move which could force
them to hide their crucifixes
and swap their turbans for
shower caps.

“Everything was fine until
they decided to have this law,”
said Joseph Adlun, the head of
the Association of French As-
syro-Chaldeans, a Christian
community which originates
from ancient Mesopotamia.

“Now they’re trying to cre-
ate confrontations between us
and other communities. We’re
Catholics, we acknowledge the
Pope and when dealing with
the state we are secular. Why
are they picking on us?”

Slipping into Aramaic, the
language of Christ, he sum-
moned one of his young col-
leagues, Ayten Karatay, who
produced a small silver cross
from inside her jumper. “Can
they really want to ban this?”
said M Adlun. “It’s ridiculous.

“In Britain if you talk about
being part of a community, it’s

a

A girl protests against France’s
scarf and religious symbols
ban in Paris. (AP)

a good thing. In France, if you
talk about your religious or
ethnic community it is bad, it
means you’re trying to ghetto-
ise and fracture society.”

The Sikh community is sim-
ilarly agitated since France’s
education minister, Luc Ferry,
proposed that Sikh boys be
banned from wearing turbans
to school. He suggested they
wear a transparent hat, like a
shower cap.

“If they make me take off

rance ban
9

my turban, I will not go to
school,” said Bikramjit Singh,
17, who was born in France, “In
England, Sikh policemen can
wear their turbans. In Ger-
many, Sikhs can ride scooters
without their helmets, Every
other Western country respects
our turban as part of our faith.
I will have to finish my school-
ing elsewhere.”

His uncle, Gurdial Singh, 50,
a magnificently bearded and
turbanned builder, agrees.
“When I arrived in France in
1980 from India, people were
very-warm and friendly. They
were curious about my reli-
gion. Recently, I went to the Eif-
fel Tower and people called me
bin Laden. Now we’re confused
with the Muslims. We’re
caught in the middle of all
these problems, If they try to
make us remove our turbans, it
will be shameful for us and for
France.”

Dravinder Singh, the head
of the Bobigny Sikh associa-
tion, said: “I would no more
take off my turban in public
than you would walk naked
down the street. I'd prefer to
leave this country than remove
my turban.”

THE DAILY TELEGRAPH
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Moderate/
o speaks -

 upon®

French- ban

Paris, Jan. 18 (Reuters): The of-
ficial spokesman for France's
Muslims urged the community’s
“silent majority” today to oppose
fundamentalism as militants
planned to step up pressure
against alooming ban on Islamic
headscarves in state schools.

Dalil Boubakeur, moderate
head of the French Council of
the Muslim Faith (CFCM), said
the thousands of Muslims who
marched in France yesterday
against the ban on all religious
symbols in schools were only 0.6
per cent of the country’s Muslim
population.
~ -Mohamed Latreche, contro-
versial leader of the Paris
protest, promised more protests
if parliament debates the draft
law next month while other
small groups said they were or-
ganising a demonstration out-
side the National Assembly on
Febfuary 7.

he ban on Muslim veils,
Jewsh scullcaps and large
CHristian crosses, due to be
made law in the coming months
and imposed in September, also
prompted protests in London,
Brussels, Bahrain, Bethlehem,
Gaza, Amman and Kashmir,

Speaking of the 5,000 protest-
ers in Paris, Boubakeur said: “T
don’t think one should see this as
a growth of fundamentalism,
but of the organisational capaci-
ty.of these minority move-
ments.”

“The big unknown now is
how the silent majority, those
foar or five million moderate
and liberal Muslims, can organ-
ise® he told the newspaper Le
Parisien. “I urge these moder-
ates to come out of the shadows
and take their turn to speak
out,” he added.

Boubakeur, an ally of Presi-
Jent Jacques Chirac, had urged
Muslims not to march yesterday.
Other Muslim groups stayed
away to avoid being linked to La-
treche, who gave a fiery speech
ienouncing Zionism and accus-
ing-Israel of apartheid against
Arabs,

But several groups in the
CFCM reject Boubakeur’s mod-
arate line. The militant Union of
French Islamic Organisations
UOIF), second-largest member
of the CFCM, has urged its mem-
ﬁto, protest against the loom-

an.
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