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'Quebec separatists trounced,. -

MONTREAL: The separatist Parti Quebecois lost its %r:p on
Quebec in elections, effectively knocking independence off
the agenda for the I-remrh speaking Canadian province. The

Quebec Liberal Party won a
decisive majority in the provincial
Assembly on Monday, thwarting
the separatists” hid to extend their
nine years in power. “It's o
raandate for change, a mandate for
rencwal that we have received,”
the Liberal leader, Jean Charest,
said . Mr. Charest will form a new
provincial Government, with a

i substantial majority of 76 seats in
the 125 member Assembly, according to partial results. Parti
Quubecois won 45 seats, while the Democratic Action of
Quebec party wailed with four seats (in the picture, Mr.,
Churest eolebrates the viciory with sapporters in Moutreal on
Monday). — AFP

18-year term for Fortuyn killer

| AMSTERDAM: The confessed assassin of the Dutch populise

politician, Pim Fortuyu. wos jaticd for 18 vears on Monday
for the Netherfunds' fast politicad killing in more thun three
centuries. The animal rights activise, - o
Volkert van der Graal, whose trial e
ended two weeks age, had adnmitied to ¥ ;g
shuu(m;,}mium at point-blank range &
nine days betore May 2002 clections
that swept the taboo-breuking
politician’s novice party into powet.
“The avcused went about his plan to
Kill the victm with calm
consideration,” the presiding judge,
Frans Bauduin, told a high--ccurity
court o the outshines of Amsterdam. ,
Van der Graal said he shot Fortuvn because he saw him as a
danger 1o socien who was trvig o make sgipegoars, of
vulnerable social eroups for his own gain 48 the g tare
supporter of Fortuyn reccris with disappointment ofter the

Vcourt perdict). -~ Restters

Prisoners escape by helicopter

| RIX-EN-PROVENCE {[FRANCE): Police fanned oul doross soutliort

France as officialy on Tuesday vowed to copriore thice L
Cimnales who cnoaped by
helicopter on Viond sy The H
prisotess ed with the help o
acconspiices who sijacked g
hedicopter and otdered the pidot to
¢ hover over the prisen courtyard in
Luvens, southeasten Frunce,

police said. One of the
acenmplies dropped o the
helicopter on a rope Jadder and
sooused a high-powered saw w cat

% thueonrgh the prison’s steel security
b nettiig, The Uwee unates

accused uf running an inrernaional drug ring — grabbed
hold of the ladder and were iuwn snwvay, Police aid the
hmt(()ptr’)’hnd“d shorty afterward in @ neaiby siadium,
from where the prisoners fled by car ithe picitee shows the
prisens budidings in Luyvensy. — AD \
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