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ABUIJA, Dec. 8. — Australia
today defended the Common-
wealth’s decision to extend the
suspension of Zimbabwe.

“I think it is always dreadful
when a country decides to go
but the decision the Common-
wealth took yesterday was the

‘only”decision, the only deci-
S)G%, consistent with Common-
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ealth standards,” Australian
Prime Minister Mr John Ho-
ward told reporters here.

Mr Mugabe announced his
country’s withdrawal late yes-
terday after the Common-
wealth Heads of Government
Meeting in Abuja chose to
extend Zimbabwe’s suspension
indefinitely and set up a com-
mittee to review its progress to
democracy.

Mr Howard said there was no
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nds suspension decision

reason why Zimbabwe, which
was suspended in March 2002
after Mugabe was re-elected in
a ballot marred by violence and
vote-rigging, could not rejoin
the Commonwealth in the
future. “The people are suffer-
ing greatly and their welfare and
what is needed to improve their
welfare should be our dominant
concern,” the Australian Prime
Minister, who was on the panel
to review the suspension, said.
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‘Australia hans six more Islamic terrorist groups

&gm.; ?,Emw,_, ..,.Mwmcﬁé.;nvzﬁ ~N ru&m?m-acrgmn and . ly lagt yeax. ;

ing Pak- Dary! Williams said the Hsy hkar-e-Jhangvi . . were ‘The ather four organisa-
Mo ing of the terrorist groupd blamed for a number of suj-- tions bapned are Lebanon-
- e would  deter  Australians' cide attacks and massacres based Asbat Al-Ansar, Egypt-
utlawed  frombecoming involved with  in Jammu & Kashmir and ianislamic Jehad, the Tslam- |-
s tough ther either as members, as  also for the kidnapping and - ic Army of Aden and the Is-
5 laws. the financial backers or in a murder of US journalist lamic Movement of “Uzbek-
maouced on training role. Daniel Pear! in Pakistan ear-  istan. e )
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