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Indefinite
extension of
Zimbabwe’s

suspension

Abuja, Dec. 7 (Reuters): Com-
monwealth heads of state agreed
today to extend indefinitely Zim-
babwe’s suspension from the
group and appointed a seven-na-
tion panel to monitor political di-
alogue and human rights in the
country, a Zambian source said.
The 54-strong group of main-
ly former British colonies suspe-
nded Zimbabwe early last year
on the grounds that President
Robert Mugabe rigged his re-ele-
ction and persecuted his oppo-
nents. &‘\ ' L(,--ﬁ, 5
The heads of state agreed to
appoint a seven-nation commit-
tee headed by Nigerian Presi-
dent Olusegun Obasanjo to mon-
itor developments in Zimbabwe.
A Commonwealth spokesper- |
son said he could not confirm the
agreement and said the heads of
state were still in the closed-door
meeting. The Zambian source
said the special committee
would not have to wait until the
next Commonwealth heads of
state meeting in two years to re-
port progress in Zimbabwe. “The
chairman in consultation with
the six wise men can recom-
mend Zimbabwe’s return before
that,” he said. 1

Quit call %\ \

Zimbabwe’s ruling Zanu-PF
party today said it wanted to
leave the Commonwealth, short-
ly after the six-nation panel
agreed to extend Zimbabwe’s ex-
clusion from the Common-
wealth.
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In an exclusive interview, Nobel Peace Prize winner
Archbishop Desmond Tutu speaks to MUKUND PADMANABHAN
about the significance of the truth and reconciliation process

in post-apartheid South Africa.
L

Extracts from the exclusive interview.

One of the foremost figures in the fight
against apartheid in South Africa, Archbish-
op Desmond Tutu was chosen by Nelson
Mandela to head South Africa’s Truth and
Reconciliation Commission (TRC).
TRC, which worked with a restitutive, rath-
er than a retributive, concept of justice, was
set up to investigate the crimes committed
by all sides during the apartheid regime.
The commission worked on the unique ba-
sis of linking amnesty-granting to truth-
telling and its hearings were challenged
many times in courts of law before it pub-
lished its final report a few months ago. :

In 1975, Archbishop Tutu became the first black Anglican Dean of Johannesburg.
A decade later, he was awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace for his non-violent
struggle to end apartheid. He chose not to directly associate with party politics, a
decision that added to his considerable moral stature.

The Archbishop was in India for a fortnight between November 3 and 18 for what
he described as a restful break. He and his wife Leah spent the entire period in
Bangalore at the residence of their good friends, the former Ambassador to South
Africa, L.C. Jain, and his wife Devaki. The India-New Zealand cricket match, and
short visits to Mysore, Melkote and a nearby village to study the Panchayati Raj
experiment were the only distractions in a period that was otherwise spent on
walks, conversations, reading and sleep.

Archbishop Tutu wanted to spend this visit away from the glare of the media.
However, he granted an interview to The Hindu, his only interaction with the press
during his recent visit. In a conversation that was largely focussed on the TRC, he
speaks about the significance of the Commission and the stress it laid on reconcil-
iation, peace and forgiveness to secure the future.

The

HE Truth and Reconciliation Commis-

sion (TRC) was set up in South Africaas

a compromise between those who

wanted a general amnesty to relin-

" quish power and those who wanted

people to stand trial for their wrongful acts. Was

this compromise absolutely necessary to reach at

- that juncture in South African history? And why?

ARCHBISHOP TUTU:

THERE is no question at all about its appropri-

. ateness. And with every passing day, one marvels

at the wisdom of this kind of arrangement, even if

may have been imposed by the circumstances.

Look at the alternatives. Unfortunately, we have so

‘'many ghastly examples right around the world of

" those who have sought to try alternatives. Think of

the experience of Pinochet and Chile, where they

opted for a general amnesty. The past doesn’t dis-

appear, it has an uncanny capacity to return and

haunt one. Pinochet is a ve-

ry good example, because

he thought he had sorted it

out and that with his impri-

matur everything would be
(okay). But it wasn't.

I was in Germany when
they were observing the 50
years after Nuremberg. The
Germans feel an amazing
resentment about what
they call the ‘victor’s jus-
tice’ that was imposed on
them.

We would not have even
made it if the (South Afri-
can) security forces had
known that, at the end of
the negotiation process,

tice? Isn’t there a paradoxical ténsion betwee
them? Can justice be subordinated in the inter-
ests of reconciliation and peace? "

I think when people speak of justice they almost -
always have one kind of justice in mind ...

Retributive?

Retributive justice, yes. The purpose is punitive,
setting out to punish the miscreant. But even on
the basis of retributive justice, what we set out to
do, didn’t exclude it completely.

When a perpetrator applied for amnesty, it al-
most always was the case that the application had
to be in open court, had to be public. Imagine what
it meant when someone who had kept his identity
as member of the death squad under wraps to say
in full glare that “I unleashed the kind of thing that
I did”. In some cases, it was the first time that even
wives got to know what their husbands were up to.
Quite a few even got divorced.

So I would say that even just
in terms of retributive justice,
the process did not mean let-
ting off the perpetrator. There
was the public shame and em-
barrassment. But having said
that, it is crucial to say that the
process was based on restora-
tive justice, where the funda-
mental purpose is healing.
When an offence has caused a
breach in relationship, retribu-
tive justice clobbers the perpe-
trator. In fact, it leaves out of
the victim completely. In our
process, the victims were given
the opportunity of telling their
story. I was surprised by how

peace inherently incompatible with that of jusl;?

they would have been ar-
raigned. They would have

potent telling one’s story can be
as therapy. We found that tell-

subverted it. As we subse-
quently discovered, there
were arms caches all over
the country. I would say al-
though it was a flawed
process, it was the best
thing we could have had.
How critical was Nelson
Mandela for actually sell-
ing the TRC idea to the
African National Congress

T believe that force

 can be used as

the last resort; as
the very, very

-

ing your story about what hap-
pened to a forum that

agazine
uture and

Koh &*"’

response is clobber back. It is a cruel playing out of

- a game where the alternative is that one side has to

say, “Sorry”. It is the same in a relationship be-
tween two people. When that relationship is upset,
unless one of them admits that he or she has made
a mistake, there is no future to that relationship.

One vital aspect of the work of the TRC, some
would say the very one that invested it with real
meaning, was related to the grant of amnesty.
Isn’t it true that most of those who applied were
either already in prison or those who feared they
would be implicated in some way? In your fore-
word to the TRC’s final report, you suggested as
much when you wrote that, “It was something of
a pity that the white community failed to take
advantage of the Truth and Reconciliation proc-
ess. They were badly let down by their
leadership”.

The white leadership, by and large, was a very
carping bunch. They missed out on the opportuni-
ty. They were faced with a remarkable, extraordin-
ary, exhibition of magnanimity. The generosity of
spirit came not only from black people. There were
white people who were victims who were extraor-
dinary for their generosity too. But the white lead-
ership on the whole was critical of the
commission, they ridiculed it. They said it was a
witchhunt against whites, that it was biased to-
wards the ANC.

Instead, the white leaders should have said to
the white people, “You just don’t know how lucky
you are.” They should have said that, “Instead of
going on the rampage, these people want to extend
a hand of fellowship to you. And that we must be as
generous as we can in response to their
generosity.”

As it happened, the ANC did a stupid thing
which helped our credibility. When the report was
about to be published, we nearly didn’t do so be-
cause the ANC took us to court claiming that the
commission had criminalised the struggle. We
based our findings not on our investigations but
on the submissions we received. We praised the
ANC for the extraordinary and frank way in which
it acknowledged the things that happened that
shouldn’t have happened. For instance, they had a
landmines campaign and many of the people
killed were not those who they targetted. We said
that human rights violations are human rights vio-
lations. If you torture for a good purpose, it is still
torture. Anyone who reads the report will know
how highly the ANC was praised. It carried out a
just war struggle, but sometimes used methods
that were unjust.

- How far is the TRC model applicable to other

: countries Can it be replicated'and, if so, where?

We have been very careful not to claim that we
have a blueprint for replication. But there are cer-
tain principles available in the process which are
probably universally applicable. You have to deal
with what happened during a conflict, you can’t
sweep it under the carpet. That is a fundamental
principle which is applicable everywhere.

If you really want peace, a stable present and
future, it has to be a process that enjoys the sup-
port of all those who are going to be involved in it.
It should not be something that is imposed by one
side or the other. Take Sri Lanka as an example. Are
you going to deal with the atrocities that hap-
pened? Or are you going to cover up and say they
did not happen and leave a festering wound? If you
do the latter, sure as anything someone will say,
“We remember such and such a thing happened”
or that “We were treated in such and such a fashion
by this or that group.” Unless all of this is brought
into the open, it is going to imperil the future.

Then, there are the questions that you yourself
raised earlier. How are you going to relate justice to
reconciliation? What do you do with those who
regard themselves as victims? People want to know
the truth. For instance, they may want to know,
“What happened to my child”? Or, “Who gave the
orders for this”? When someone has been abduct-
ed, killed and buried secretly, the family is not go-
ing to simply effect closure. The truth hurts but it
can heal.

The TRC recommended reparations for vic-
tims. What do you feel about this being held up
for so long?

We have been very distressed by this. But as it
happens, I was looking at our newspapers online
today and there is a report that the Government
has in fact gazetted ... that they are going to set

K. GOPINATHAN

ocess of paying. Almost everybody, that

is the 2,000 victims we identified, s going.get
30,000 (South African) rands. This is a quarter of
what we recommended.

Julius Nyerere said more than once that until

. South Africa was liberated, the rest of Africa will
bein ...

Bondage.

Yes, bondage. What impact has liberation had
on the rest of the continent?

One of the most significant things, is a sense of
pride. People can point to Nelson Mandela, point
to someone who is universally admired and say
that he is an African.

You have been quoted as saying that you are
not a pacifist and that violence can be acceptable
if the moral tone of a society falls. But is it pos-
sible to draw a clear line where peace and non-
violence may be given up in favour of violence,
even war?

We need to have a situation where all kinds of
non-violent ways have been attempted to bring
about change. But there can be a justification for
resorting to force. Certainly there is doctrine of a
just war, which the church has enshrined. I believe
that force can be used as the last resort, as the very,
very last resort.

When did you first become aware of Mahatma
Gandhi?

One has always been aware of him in a sense. In
the 1950s, we had a passive resistance campaign in
South Africa. I was in high school. I was quite
aware that there was an influence from this man
who showed us a ray of hope.

There have been a spate of attacks on farmers
in South Africa over the last few years — 1,500
farmers have been killed according to estimates.
A Government-constituted inquiry suggests that
these are not attacks against a racial minority,
that the motives are not political but criminal.
However, some people have drawn parallels with
Zimbabwe. Is this parallel overdrawn?

The parallel isn’t applicable at all. In Zimbabwe,

it has been totally disorderly, ¢liaotic and even (at

- the jnstance-of) -the Government, which has said

people should occupy farms, take them over. It said
the redistribution of land was for the poor, the land-
less. But it has not happened that way. The farms

have ended up becoming the properties of cronies of e———00

the President.

In South Africa, there is an orderly process of land
redistribution, which has been sanctioned by Parlia-
ment. If the land has got to be taken over and given
back to its original (owners), there is compensation
for the current land owners. But the attacks on the
farmers are disturbing. As you say, the inquiry in-
dicates the perpetrators are criminals. But for the
community that is under siege, the impression has
got around that this is not the case.

One wishes there is far more effective policing.
This is true of so many other areas of crime. But black
people can say that they had similar experiences in
the ghettos. And that this has now come out into the
open because it has spread from the ghettos into the,
more salubrious areas. ®

was sympathetic was a
form of rehabilitation.
The whole process
premised on the princi-
ple of Ubuntu. This is the
essence of being human.
In our understanding a
person can be a person
only in relationships, not

(ANC) and his political
constituency? Would it
have been possible without a man of his stature?

When anyone asks, how did you accomplish
what you did, one of the most critical elements in
the whole mix is Nelson Mandela. Many people
think it was a fairly straightforward matter for the
ANC to have accepted this. But it isn’t true. There
were quite a few in that constituency who would
have wanted to see people sort of high-jumped.
But Nelson Mandela had the stature, the moral
authority, the credibility that came from having
spent 27 years in jail.

Aren’t concepts such as reconciliation and

in isolation. Ubuntu
speaks of compassion,
gentleness, sharing, hospitality, embracing.
Ubuntu is in our Constitution, certainly in
our interim Constitution, that we will not
pursue retribution and vengeance but seek
to implement Ubuntu.

You say there is no future without for-
giveness. Is forgiveness an absolute moral
value? Or is it also a good strategy in con-
flict situations, a piece of realpolitik?

(Laughs) Take the Middle East as an ex-
ample where forgiveness is not occurring.
There, when one side clobbers the other, the
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“Taylor to quit on 11 Au%j

MONROVIA, Aug. 2. —
Liberian President Mr
Charles Taylor will step
down on 11 August,
Ghana’s foreign minister
Mr Addo Akufo Addo
said here today after
meeting the embattled
Liberian leadex. :

The Ghanaian minister
and other envoys from
the Economic Com-
munity of West African
States had travelled to
Monrovia to tell Mr
Taylor to step down and
head into exile.

Nigeria has offered
him political asylum if

' he agrees to resign his

Mr Charles Taylor

post and allow interna-
tional mediators to bro-
ker an agreement to end

"Liberia’s latest bout of

civil war.
A 1,500-strong advanoe

guardolegenanpeace-
keepers is due to start

) onday,
had gi

ag ECOWAS
Taylor an

| ultimatum that he must
. leave office within three

days of the soldiers’
arrival.

UN okays troops
The UN Security Coun-
cil ‘has adopted a US-
backed resolution for
deployment of .a multi-
national force in Liberia
under the world body’s
mandate, adds PTI from
UNHQ. The USA pre-
ssed for vote as the first
contingent of peacekeep-
ers from Ni is exp-
ected to start deploying

from Monday. /
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out the terror of zinging bullets and .

DAVID CLARKE
MONROVIA, AUGUST 6 MR\ v

REBELS and loyalist fighters
embraced at the front line in Liberia’s
capital on Tuesday as West African
troops and US warships built up mili-
tary might to try to end 14 years of
murder andmayhem.

But a new storm brewed over
when President Charles Taylor would
leave his broken country, as Nigeria
said he now appeared unwilling to
take up anasylum offerunless Sierra

Leone’s UN-backed court dropped -

war crimes charges against him.
The quietest day in Monrovia in

over two weeks offered 3 chance for -

war-weary people to creep out in a

shrapnel. At the bullet-strewn Old,

" Bridge, scene of some of the worst

clashes in combat that has left hun-
dreds dead, Taylor’s young fighters
emerged to embrace their foes. “No
more fighting in my life,” said Major
Chemical ashe hugged Major “K” of
rebel Liberians United for Reconcili-
ation and Democracy (LURD).

US officials say their vessels could
help the regional force with commu-
nications and logjstics. But their pre-
cise role remains under discussion.

The UShasyetto decide whether
to commit its own troops to a land

where hundreds of people face -

hyunger and disease under a hail of

e bvranCh

have amved near hbena

The peacekeepers aim to keep
apart rebels and Taylor’s forces and
letthe formerwarlord stepdownand .

- go into exile in Nigeria. Taylor has

said he will step down on Monday,
but Nigeria said he now appeared

;unwﬂhngtotakeupanasylmnoffer

thathe hadearlier
“The problem i is that Taylor is

‘simply saying that he will be willing

only to leave Libetia if the interna-
tional court drops the war crimes
charges against him,” Nigerian presi-
dency spokesman Felix Stanley
Macebuhsaidin Abuja. — Reuters

NDIAN EXPRES -

07 Aug 2003



Monrovia: Liberia’s Presi-
dent Charles
Taylor re-
signed on Mon-
day under pres-
sure from the
United States
which hopes
1 his departure
Charles Taylor Will speed an
end to violence
that has gripped Liberia and
West Africa for nearly 14 years.
Mr Taylor is now expected
to leave the broken shell of a
nation founded by freed Amer-
ican slaves in the 19th century.
At least 2,000 people perished
in the most recent fighting
with rebels for the capital
Monrovia.
“I want to be the sacrificial

handover speech filled with
religious and African imagery
that began in a sombre tone
and grew more upbeat as Mr
Taylor got into his usual confi-
dent stride.

“There are two things that I
want for the people of Liberia,
one that they live, two that
they see peace... Today for.me
is a day of moving forward.
We must now put the past be-
hind us.

“Ileave you with these part-
ing words, God willing I will

W TRTR QF NOiB

Liberia’s Taylor quits,

to leave country soon
AR

be back,” Mr Tayl l&ai .

Vice-President Moses Blah,
a former brother-in-arms
from the Liberi leader’s
days of bush war, was sworn
in as president after Mr Tay-
lor’s resignation.

Mr Blah will stay until Octo-
ber and then hand over to an
interim administration picked
by warring factions and politi-
cal parties at talks in Ghana,
said Ghanaian President John
Kufuor, also chairman of the
West African regional bloc.

Rebels drummed and sang
that their troubles were over
near the front line that cuts
‘through the suffering capital
Monrovia, where fighting has
stranded hundreds of thou-
sands without food.

lamb,” Mr Taylor said in a.s«#H is our expectation that

from today, the war in Liberia
has ended,” Kufuor said. Also
on hand, were President
Thabo Mbeki of continental
power South Africa and
Mozambique’s leader
Joaquim Chissano represent-
ing the African Union.
Boxed into a corner by
rebels, under UN sanctions,
“twanted by, Sierra Leone’s war
crimes court and told to quit by
US President George W. Bush,
Mr Taylor had little choice but
to go or fight to the death. peuters
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Taylor takes refuge
w* in Nigeria "

CALABAR (NIGERIA), AUG. 12. The
Liberian President, Charles Tay-
lor, today arrived in the Niger-
ian city of Calabar, a day after
handing over power and leaving
his shattered nation for exile.

After a brief stop-over in the
capital Abuja, Mr. Taylor arrived
in Calabar in the early hours of
the morning.

He was met by the State Gov-
ernor and was driven to a set of
three luxurious hilltop residenc-
es set aside for him and dozens
of his family members and asso-
ciates.

“No problem. I am okay,” was

-all Mr. Taylor said to reporters. -

Mr. Taylor handed over pow-
er to his deputy and accepted
Nigeria’s offer of asylum under
pressure from the world com-
munity which hopes his depar-
ture will speed an end to nearly
14 years of violence in Liberia, a
nation founded by freed Amer-
ican slaves.

A recent upsurge in fighting
had seen most of the country
with rebels. He has been indict-

Rebels want to
head Gowt.

MONROVIA, AUG. 12, Liberian re-
bels said for the first time today
that they wanted to head an in-
terim Government now that
the President, Charles Taylor,
had gone into exile. — Reuters

ed by a U.N.-backed wa?f:*nes
tribunal in Liberia’s neighbour
Sierra Leone, which has ac-
cused him of supporting brutal
rebels there during its civil war.

Nigerian officials have shown
little enthusiasm for Mr. Tay-
lor’s arrival. Nigeria lost hun-
dreds of peacekeepers in Liberia
in the 1990s, many at the hands
of Mr. Taylor’s forces.

Human rights group have de-
manded the former warlord be
handed over to the tribunal, but
so far no protests have been
made against his arrival in
Nigeria.

Tucked away near the Cam-
eroon border in a port city once
known for the export of slaves,
the former President will be far
away from some of his bitterest
enemies who also took refuge in
Nigeria in the 1990s.

Prince Yormie Johnson, the
Liberian warlord who drank
beer while his men hacked up
the former dictator, Samuel
Doe, is now living in a spacious
house in one of the wealthiest
suburbs of Lagos, in south-
western Nigeria.

Another of Mr. Taylor’s for-
mer rivals, Roosevelt Johnson,
took refuge in the central city of
jos after a violent rupture with
Mr. Taylor in 1998.

Fighting between Mr. Taylor
and Mr. Johnson in the
mid-1990s killed thousangs in
the Liberian capital Mpnrovia.
— Reuters

1
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Rebels cede contr

MONROVIA (LIBERIA), AUG. 14. Re-
bels handed over control of
their territory in Liberia’s cap-

_ ital, including the vital port, to
West African and U.S. troops on
Thursday, lifting two months of
sieges against the isolated and
starving city.

The U.S. Ambassador, John
Blaney, and the rebel chief of
staff, Abdullah Sherrif, shook
hands in the centre of a bridge
marking the front-line of the
war-divided capital, signalling
the rebel handover.

Small numbers of West Afri-
can peacekeeping forces and
U.S. Marines crossed into rebel
territory after the ceremony.

At least four West African mil-
itary vehicles went directly to
the port, control of which is cru-
cial to getting food and other
aid flowing again, particularly
to the famished Government-
held side of the capital.

Firing into the air, insurgents
left the port and retreated
north, heading toward the Po
River, their promised new
boundary outside the city. They
kept their AK-47s, rocket-
launchers and other arms, and
many carried away stereos,
sacks of food aid, and other loot.

It was not immediately clear
if the insurgents had complied
with their pledge to pull out of
the city entirely by noon on
Thursday. .

Pressing, excited masses on
both sides cheered as two U.S.
fighter jets swooped back and
forth above the crowd. .

West African forces held back
hungry crowds on the Govern-
ment side. Civilians on the for-

(- LIBERIA / PEACE FORCES SECURE FOOD SUPPLY ROUTE

&

U.S. Marines from the 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit arrive at the Robertsfield airport
outside the Liberian capital, Monrovia, on Thursday as part of a peacekeeping
effort in the war-torn nation. — AP

mer rebel side rushed the
bridge by the thousands, shout-
ing, ‘“We want peace!”

The peacekeepers, trying to
curb the chaos, turned them
back.

Opening of the front-lines
came as scores of U.S. Marines
landed at Liberia’s airport, 45
minutes’ drive outside the cap-
ital. The U.S. said on Wednes-

day it would send 200 troops,
including a 150-member rapid
reaction force, in support of the
10-day-old West African peace
mission.

The developments followed
Monday’s resignation and de-
parture of the President, Char-
les Taylor, a former warlord
blamed for 14 years of conflict
in Liberia.

The U.S. President, George
W. Bush, had refused to send in
any significant number of
‘troops until Mr. Taylor left, and
rebels had likewise made that a
condition for their ceding of ter-
ritory in the city.

Rebel control of the port has
left hundreds of thousands on
the Government-held side with
little to eat but leaves. — AP
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“THE PEOPLE OF Liberia have been so exhaust-
ed by the deprivations of war that there is little
energy left to celebrate the ouster of the abo-
minable Charles Taylor as President. Any relief
that Liberians may feel over the warlord’s de-
parture into exile in Nigeria will be tempered by
the awareness that their country faces a very
uncertain future. That Mr. Taylor has been re-
placed as President by his comrade in arms,
Moses Blah, who has just as notorious a reputa-
tion for brutality, might be the lightest of the
burdens the nation has to contend with. Mr.
Blah has promised to hand over power to a tran-
sitional government soon. The presence in the
country of a multi-national peace-keeping force
and sustained international pressure will prob-
ably ensure that Mr. Blah keeps his pledge.
However, there is no sign that a more enlight-
ened political leadership capable of helping Lib-
eria recaover from over 14 years of external and
internal strife will emerge. The rebel forces,
loosely grouped in an organisation called Liber-
ians for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD),
are as rapacious as the troops that remain loyal
to Mr. Taylor and his associates. A particularly
horrific aspect of the West African wars is that
virtually all sides have used child soldiers as
frontline troops. Many stages will have to be
crossed over many years before Liberians can
recover a sense of normality.

That other countries of Africa have stepped
forward to help the people of Liberia offers
some hope in an otherwise bleak scenario.
4t Africa and Nigeria have already des-
soldlers to secure a ceasefire between

g groups. Their presence offers a
mﬁasure of protection to almost half of Liberia’s
two million people who have taken refuge in the
capital, Monrovia, and other cities. The peace-
keeping force is expected to be reinforced by

LIBERIA’S WOES o \\%

contingents from the other countries‘of the Eco-
nomic Community of West African States (ECO-
WAS). In agreeing to strengthen the
peace-keeping force, the countries of ECOWAS
have demonstrated a keen understanding that
Liberia’s problems afflict the whole region. ECO-
WAS must however ensure that the member
countries do not spark off another round of war
by squabbling among themselves over shares in
Liberia’s timber and diamond trade. In the past,
intra-regional interventions in Africa have de-
generated into fratricidal conflicts for similar
reasons. Nigeria, as the exiled warlord’s host,
bears a special responsibility to see that his men-
ace remains under check. Mr. Taylor, who has
built an intricate web of relationships with other
leaders in the region, is bound to manipulate
these connections as he tries to fulfil his vow to
return to power. Nigeria must restrain Mr. Tay-
lor even if it is unable to hand him over to the
international court, which has indicted him on
charges of crimes against humanity for the
atrocities committed by Liberian troops in Sierra
Leone a few years ago.

It is far from certain that ECOWAS will be able
to restore peace in Liberia through its efforts
alone. Several African leaders have requested the
United States to play a major role in the peace-
restoration and humanitarian efforts. By sending

d securing Mr. Taylor’s ouster, ECO-

"WAS has met the two conditions that the Bush

inistration had set for the insertion of its
dnto Liberia. While a 2300 strong Marine
Expeditionary Force is anchored less than a
hundred miles offshore from Monrovia, the U. S.
has deployed only a small liaison team thus far.
Its new-found interest in West African oil may
possibly induce it to opt for a stronger military
presence. This is something that must be closely
watched.
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Rwandans turned up early on Monday to
vote in the first multiparty presidential
election after a vigorous campaign of
healing the wounds from the 1994
genocide. Reports of harassment of
Opposition supporters by security forces
marred the otherwise peaceful campaign.

In the capital Kigali, where shops were
closed and the streets were mostly empty,
voters clutching identity cards and radios
lined up to cast their votes. For many, it
was a day like none other.

“There was no choice in previous
elections,” said an elderly man, referring
to the two single-party Hutu regimes that
had ruled Rwanda from independence in
1962 to the genocide.

Some 3.9 miilion voters were eligible to
cast ballots in 11,350 polling stations
across the tiny central African nation of
rolling green hills and extinct volcanoes.

First results are expected early on
Tuesday, and the winner will be
announced on Wednesday, said
Chrysologue Karangwa, head of the
National Electoral Commission.

The election was billed as a showcase
of how far the country has come in the
nine years since a regime of extremists
from the Hutu majority orchestrated the
slaughter of more than half a million
people, mostly minority Tutsis.

But as people lined up to vote, there
was genuine concern about everyday
issues like grinding poverty and persistent
unemployment. The genocide not only
shattered Rwanda’s society, but it also
wrecked the struggling economy.

Supporters of the President, Paul
Kagame, and the leading Opposition
candidate, Faustin Twagiramungu, all
agree that the winner needs to create
more jobs, provide more access to
education and raise the incomes of the
more than 60 per cent of Rwanda’s 8.2
million people living on less than $1 a
day. “We now have peace and security,”
said Emmanuelle Bijogo, a 20-year-old in
Kigali. Now “the Government needs to
create more jobs for people.”

Bijogo said he plans to vote for Kagame
becatise of the president’s solid record

Rwandans vote in presudentlal polls

wo
KIGALI (RWANDA), AUG. 25. Thousands Of

¢

Rwandans, braving early morning chill, wait for their turn to
cast votes in Kigali on Monday. — Reuters

and the sense that “if Kagame is
removed, there will be trouble.” Mr
Kagame, a minority Tutsi, led the rebels
who in 1994 toppled a regime of
extremist Hutus. As Vice-President and
Defence Minister, he then led the fight
against remnants of the genocidal regime
who attacked the country from bases in
neighbouring Congo. At the same time,
the Government rebuilt schools and
hospitals, nursed the economy back to
health and started the process of
reconciliation.

The National Unity Parliament elected
him President in 2000 after the
resignation of the previous President.

Mr. Kagame's record has made him

popular among Rwandans. Backed by
seven of the country’s nine recognised
political parties, he is expected to win the
election.

But unemployment remains high, and
Rwanda is struggling to diversify an
economy dependent on coffee and tea
exports and foreign aid, which covers
more than half of the country’s budget.

Though officials deny harassing
Opposition supporters, European Union
observers and Western diplomats say at
least some of the claims are true.

After voting, Mr. Kagame called the
election “a big democratic step” and said
it was proof that “ethnicity is on the way
to being a thing of the past.” — AR
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KIGALI (RWANDA), AUG. 26. H)e incu nt Rw#ri-
dan President, Paul Kagame, told the world on
Tuesday that the genocide-scarred Rwanda is
“on the right path,” after scoring an overwhelm-
ing election victory seen as confirming support
for his efforts to heal the African nation’s wounds.

Election officials said Mr. Kagame had 94 per
cent support with about half the districts report-
ing in Monday's presidential vote, the first since a
1994 genocide that left more than 500,000 people
dead. Most victims were minority Tutsis killed by
Hutu extremists.

““This victory is a foundation for the next stage
of development we are entering to,”” Mr. Kagame
told supporters at a stadium early on Tuesday,
pumping his fist in the air. “‘Our victory should be
a message to the outside world that Rwanda is on
the right path.”

Monday's election, the first in Rwanda in
which there were opposing parties, was billed as
a showcase of how far the country has come since
the 1994 slaughter.

The Electoral Commission Chairman, Chryso-
logue Karangwa, said Mr. Kagame’s main com-
petitor, Faustin Twagiramungu, had just 3.5 per
cent, while the third candidate, Jean-Nepomus-
cene Nayinzira, had slightly more than 1 per cent.
Unofficial final results were to be released later
on Tuesday.

The election was “‘a sign that we are devel-
oping politically,” said Emmanuel Karisa, a 25-
year-old university student, his thumb stained
with ink from stamping it on the photograph of
his candidate, one of four that appeared on the
ballot. ‘“There was no choice in previous elec-
tions,” said 73-year-old Jean-Baptiste Gakwaya,
referring to the two single-party Hutu regimes

= AINDD

win for Kagame

The Rwandan President, Paul Kagame
at a victory rally — AFP

that had ruled Rwanda from the time it gained
independence from Belgium in 1962 until the
genocide. After the election, Mr. Kagame ad-
dressed thousands of backers and members of
his Rwandan Patriotic Front gathering at Rwan-
da’s main Amahoro Stadium, where results were
posted on the electronic score board as they were
read on radio and TV.

“I thank you for the confidence you have
placed in me and I will not let you down,” said
Mr. Kagame, waving his baseball cap in salute to
jubilant, dancing supporters.

Mr. Kagame is a Tutsi who led the rebels who
toppled the Hutu extremists in July 1994 to end
the 100-day genocide.

He then led the fight against remnants of the
genocidal regime who attacked the country from

bases in neighbouring Congo. Parliam ected
him President in 2000. — AP
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Liberian president
agrees to resign |,

n dent Charles
&? Taylor, under
US pressure
B to quit, said
on Friday he
had agreed to
step down
#| but wanted to

wait until an

C. Taytor international

force was in place before

leaving office.

In Lagos, a senior Niger-
| ian government official said
{ Mr Taylor had accepted an
offer of asylum. “He has ac-
cepted,” said the official, who
requested anonymity. “Tay-
lor asked to be given 40 days
but Nigeria said it should be
some time this month.”

Mr Taylor said in a speech
on Friday to religious lead-
ers at the presidential man-
sion in Monrovia: “I think it
is important that peacekeep-
ers come first. I can’t under-
stand why the US wants me
out before they arrive,”

US officials said Wash-
; ington was pressing
through the United Nations
and West African countries
to persuade the former war-
lord, accused of master-
minding more than a decade
of tangled regional con-
flicts, to get out of Liberia.

Violence in the last month

alone has claimed an estimat-

ed 700 civilian lives in and

£

CF"‘ \%,
Monrovia: Liberian Presyl-: around Monrovia as rebels

battled government troops
for control of the capital.
The World Health Organ-
isation said more than
97,000 people displaced by
the fighting were living in
makeshift camps and
cholera and other diseases
were on the rise in Liberia.
US President George W.
Bush, who visits Africa next
week, said on Thursday he
had made no decision on
sending US troops but that
the “first step” was for Mr

Taylor to leave.
A Nigerian official said
President Olusegun

Obasanjo had agreed to ask
Libyan leader Muammar
Gaddafi, a close ally of Mr
Taylor, to help facilitate the
asylum deal and possibly
fund his stay in Nigeria.
Hundreds of people
jogged through Monrovia’s
streets in a second day of un-
precedented protests on Fri-
day. One carried a US flag,
others had scrawled slogans
like “No More Taylor” on
torn sheets of cardboard.
UN diplomats said this
week that Mr Taylor had re-
jected an earlier Nigerian
exile offer because authori-
ties could not guarantee that
he would not be extradited
to face trial in Sierra Leone
at a UN-backed court for
war crimes. Reuters

HE TRES OF INDIA
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s Taylor accepts asylum
@\? offer, with riders

embattled Liberian President,
Charles Taylor, urged the Unit-
ed States to send peacekeepers
as part of a plan in which he
would step down and go into
asylum in Nigeria. However, he
gave no timeframe for quitting

power and insisted the transi-

tion should be orderly.

The calls on Thursday by Mr.
Taylor and the Nigerian Presi-
dent, Olusegun Obasanjo, for a
peaceful transition in Liberia in-
crease pressure on the U.S.
President, George W. Bush, to
send U.S. troops to enforce a
ceasefire in the war-ravaged
West African nation.

Mr. Bush's five-nation visit to
Africa starting Monday includ-
ed Nigeria, the top mediator in
West Africa.

A U.S military experts team is
in Liberia to assess whether to
deploy troops as part of a re-
gional force, as the U.N., Eu-
ropean powers and the
Liberians have sought.

Mr. Taylor is under intense
international pressure to step
down and is holed up in the
capital surrounded by rebels.

Another complication is the
threat of trial on war crimes
charges that Mr. Taylor’s faces
after his indictment by a U.N.-
backed court in Sierra Leone.

Mr. Taylor made his announ-
cement after Mr. Obasanjo met
him at Monrovia's airport to of-

fer asylum in his country. “T'

thank my big brother for com-
ing,” Mr. Taylor said. “He has
extended an invitation and we
have accepted an invitation.”
But, Mr. Taylor said, “It is not

Captain Roger Coldiron (centre-left), and the U.S.

Y

Ambassador to Liberia, John Blaney (centre-right), address
the media in the Liberian capital Monrovia on Monday.
A team of U.S. military experts arrived in Liberia to assess
whether troops could be deployed as part of an
intervention force to restore order in the
war-torn West African nation. — AP

unreasonable to request that
there be an orderly exit from
power.” He said the U.S. partici-
pation in an international pea-
cekeeping force was “crucial in
every way”.

Mr. Taylor and Mr. Obasanjo
would not say when the Liber-
ian President would step down,
but Mr. Obasanjo said, “We be-
lieve that it will not take place in
the near future.”

Both warned that too hasty a
departure could spark new
fighting in the West African na-
tion, where hundreds were
killed in a failed rebel push into
the capital last month.

“We believe the exit should

not take place in confusion ... in
a way that will lead to more
bloodshed,” Mr. Obasanjo said.
“We believe the transition
should be orderly and peace-
ful.”

He said the peacekeepers’ de-
ployment should take place “in
a very, very short time”.

Though Mr. Taylor did not
specify on Sunday whether the
deployment of a peacekeeping
force was not a condition for his
departure, he said it was “nec-
essary ... to prevent disruption”.

The Bush administration
showed little enthusiasm for
Taylor’s acceptance of Nigeria's
asylum offer. — AP
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- Lagos over

fuel prices

- ( [ W ( .
Lagos, July (Reutel's): Nige-
ria’s top union official today said
police shot dead at least 10 pro-
testers during violence in Lagos
as a general strike over fuel
prices entered its second week —
but police denied the killings.

Mobs also burned cars and
looted shops and homes in the
south-eastern city of Uyo as vio-
lence flared in the world’s eighth
largest oil exporter, just days be-
fore a planned visit by President
George W. Bush.

“It has been confirmed that
police have killed over 10 people
in Lagos,” strike leader Adams
Oshiomhole told a news confer-
ence in Abuja. “This is despica-
ble and unacceptable.”

But Lagos police spokesper-
son Emmanuel Ighodalo said:
“The police did not kill anybody
at all. (It) all took place peaceful-
ly. Nobody was even wounded.”

Oshiomhole said President
Olusegun Obasanjo’s govern-
ment had offered a new compro-
mise price for gasoline, but it did
not meet the demand of his um-
brella Nigeria Labour Congress
(NLC).

As Bush winds up his five-na-
tion trip to Africa in Nigeria on
Friday night and Saturday, he is
likely to focus on Nigeria’s status
as a regional power and major
supplier of oil to the US. The
strike has so far not threatened
the visit. Protesters today
blocked major roads and torched
piles of tyres in the industrial
and impoverished western part
of Lagos. “Right now we are
managing a crisis,” Lagos police
chief Young Arebamen said of
the situation in shanty towns
ringing the sprawling city.
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ilberlan troops, rebels

battle'n ear Monrovia,

Abian:

Liberian government troops were on

-

Friday battling rebels on the
doorstep of Monrovia, de-
fence minister Daniel Chea
said, as a west African team of
monitors was due to arrive to
assess the situation in the
war-torn nation.

Mr Chea said on telephone
from Monrovia that his forces
Charles Taylor and the Liberians United for
Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD), the
main rebel group, were engaged in a heavy fight-
ing 12 kilometres outside the seaside capital.

“The situation has not changed at all,”
sincé hostilities resumed two days ago, he
said. “The rebels are using mortars and ma-
chine guns, and we are exercising maximum
restraint,” the defence minister said, adding
that the government forces had not retaken
the strategic town of Klay Junction, about 35
kilometres outside Monrovia.

Mr Chea said he would discuss the situa-
tion with the team of monitors from the 15-
nation Economic Community of West
African States (ECOWAS), when it arrived in
Monrovia to assess the situation on the
ground. The ECOWAS last month brokered a
ceasefire between the Liberian government
and rebels. “I am awaiting the ECOWAS team
today, they can see for themselves what is go-
ing on,” he said.

Accusing the LURD of trying to spike the
ECOWAS-brokered truce and undo ongoing
peace parleys in the Ghanaian capital Accra,
Mr Chea said, “We don’t want to act in a man-
ner which will facilitate LURD to take steps

#eE TIMES OF INDI2

I
that will lead to a total breakdown g\he
ceasefire.”

The rebels, meanwhile, angrily rejected ac-
cusations that they had started the fighting,
saying government troops had advanced on
their positions in breach of the truce. Kabineh
Ja’neh, the leader of the LURD delegation at
peace talks in Accra, said, “We entered the
capital and then we pulled back to facilitate
the ceasefire. What are the government troops
doing in our positions. Charles Taylor now
only controls Monrovia and is trying to gain
more territory, that’s all.”

Many residents and refugees in Monrovia
feared the fighting could reach the city cen-
tre. Tens of thousands of people who fled ear-
lier clashes between the rebels and govern-
ment soldiers are living rough in the heart of
Monrovia, amidst an acute shortage of food,
water and medicines.

The LURD last month launched its most
audacious attack in a four-year rebel war,
fighting their way into the heart of Monrovia
before pulling back to the edges to pave the
way for the ECOWAS-brokered ceasefire,
signed on June 17. Liberian President
Charles Taylor recently accepted an asylum
offer from Nigeria after agreeing to quit un-
der the west African-brokered peace deal.

But Mr Taylor did not give a date for his de-
parture and has stressed he will not leave un-
til an international peacekeeping force ar-
rives to ensure a smooth transition in
Liberia. Mr Taylor has also been charged
with war crimes by a UN- backed court in
Sierra Leone for his role in that country’s
barbaric decade-long civil war. are
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“Troops to Ln;!gqerja

& <43 unilateralism at end of thd road? Atnc.

or Washington to commit to sending peacekeeping

troops to Liberia, however tentative the decision is an ev-
ent, given the disdain for multilateralism that has been the
hallmark of the Bush administration since its inception. Un-
like Iraq, where Washington’s intervention has been unila-
teral to a fault, Liberia doesn’t have oil, and there is no com-
pelling US economic interest for intervention. There is, of
course, a human interest — Liberia has been racked by un-
usually bloody civil wars for the last 14 years. It has seen
coups, purges and ethnic wars since 1980, and Charles Tay-
lot, the current President, has gained notoriety for, among
other things, recruiting child soldiers for his army. He has
been indicted by a court in neighbouring Sierra Leone for
war crimes. His sway, however, may be ending as rebels, who
already control most of the country, are at the gates of Mon-
rovia. The civil war has cost 200,000 civilian lives so far, and
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS)
peacekeeping troops haven’t been effective. Western troops
with their superior training and equipment would be useful.

Given the dead end that US unilateralism has reached in
Iraq, the Bush administration could be readying some mul-
tilateral efforts to show that it is capable of altruism — the
President’s recent trip to Africa where he committed $15
billion to an anti-AIDS effort was another gesture. One
doesn’t know, however, how serious the offer of troops is, as
it is hedged by too many restrictions. One, the troops won’t
go in unless Taylor keeps his promise of stepping down and
leaving the country. One doesn’t trust his word and in any
case he has promised to return. Secondly, US troops will be
limited in numbers and duration. That opens the possibility
of a repeat of Somalia. If Bush does send troops to Liberia,
he should do so with a clearer sense of purpose than
President Clinton had with respect to Somalia.

The calculated hope that his gesture will set an example
for others in Iraq must be at the top of a mind like Bush.
That he has hedged his bets so well must take away even re-
flexive credit that might otherwise be extended. If even the
thought occurs to us, it is for reasons the American Presi-
dent should understand.
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U.S. to position
pwn- (6

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JULY 25.The United
States President, George W.
Bush, has directed the Secretary
of Defence to position “appro-
priate military capabilities” off
the coast of Liberia, but the
White House has said that the
role of the United States will be
limited — to support the de-
ployment of an ECOWAS force
(from West Africa) once that
comes about,

“The immediate task of the
ECOWAS force is to reinforce a
ceasefire and begin to create
conditions where humanitarian
assistance can be provided to
the Liberian people,” a White
House statement said.

In an appearance at the Rose
Garden with the Palestinian
Prime Minister, Mahmoud Ab-
bas, Mr. Bush did not get into
the specifics of the deployment
of force and said that he was
looking forward to working with
other African countries and the
United Nations on the Liberian
crisis.

In another statement the
‘White House said the Liberian

Liberians mourn the death of ielaﬂes in mortar cks

at a school in Monrovia on Friday. — AP

President, Charles Tayior,
“must leave” the country.

Last week, there were indica-
tions from the Pentagon that a
three ship expeditionary force
of marines is being moved from
the Mediterranean Sea to the
coast of Liberia; and that this
process could take several days.
The estimate is that this Amer-
ican force — 4500 marines and
sailors — will be about 4500

personnel. Separately the Unit-
ed States has been beefing up
security of its Embassy in Mon-
rovia, which has come under at-
tack. (An AP report from
Monrovia said artillery shells
crashed into the U.S. Embassy
compound and refugee-crowd-
ed neighbourhoods around it
today killing 12 Liberians and
wounding 100 in the bloodiest
barrage in days.)
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Sierra Leone’s rebel

FREETOWN (SIERRA LE
ONE), JuLY 30. Foday San- §
koh, the indicted leader
of a vicious 10-year re-
bel terror campaign in*®
Sierra Leone, died in .
United Nations custody
at a hospital in the cap- :
ital, Freetown, the;
spokesman for the war
crimes court said on
Wednesday.

Sankoh (65), died late
on Tuesday night in a
U.N.-controlled section
of a city hospital, said
David Hecht of the
U.N.-Sierra Leone War
Crimes Court.

There was no immediate in-
formation on the cause of
death. Sankoh had been ill, and
disoriented, since his capture in
early 2000. In June 2002, in one
of the last court hearings at
which he spoke, the rebel leader
appeared dishevelled, in matted
white dreadlocks, and rambled.
“I'm a god,” the handcuffed
former warlord told court offi-
ciais then. “I'm the inner god.
I'm the leader of Sierra Leone.”

Authorities announced in Oc-
tober 2002 that he had suffered
what they at first called a mild
stroke. The War Crimes Court
said in june it was pursuing a
waiver on a U.N. travel ban
against Sankoh so it could send
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«" leader dead .

The Sietra Leonean rebel leader,
Foday Sankoh, in this May 5,

2000, file picture.

him outside this West African
country for treatment.

The court’s acting chief of de-
fence, John Jones, said then that
Sankoh was in a “‘catatonic, stu-
porous state.”

Sankoh, a former wedding
photographer and  soldier,
trained in the Cold War guerrilla
camps of the Libyan leader,
Moammar Gadhafi. His com-
panions there included Charles
Taylor, now President of the
neighbouring Liberia, who also
has been indicted as an alleged
principal culprit in the Sierra
Leone terror campaign.

Sankoh’s Revolutionary Unit-
ed Front was fouypded in 1988-
89. — AP



/- Taylor looks tQ

MONROVIA, JUNE 28.With fighting
receding — for now — from Lib-
eria’s devastated capital, the
President, Charles Taylor,
joined his desperate people in
calling for the United States’
help out of the war in his ever
more bloodied West African na-
tion.

But Mr. Taylor, making a vic-
tory tour of his shelled capital
after chasing rebels out this lat-
est time, gave no sign of hearing
the U.S. President, George W.
Bush’s solution for the war —
that Mr. Taylor himself, an in-
dicted U.N. war crimes suspect,
step down. :

“We ask the international
community, ‘most specifically
the United States, to do every-
thing within its power to help
Liberia and Liberians out of this
mess,”” Mr. Taylor, a veteran po-
litical operator during 14 years
of war-making in West Africa,
said in a radio address.

Mr. Taylor’s words came after
rebels pulled out of the western
edge of the capital, ending a 4-
day siege by ar,till(.\ery, small
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U.S.\/ for help

‘(\"s

Liberians take out a demonstration seeking peace in
Monrovia on Friday. — Reuters

arms and rocket barrages that
killed an estimated 500 civilians
as insurgents and Mr. Taylor’s
forces battled for control of
Monrovia’s port.

The port, on the west side of
the city of 1 million residents,
has now repeatedly proved the
stopping point for rebels as they
press home their 3-year-old war
to take the capital and topple
Mr. Taylor.

Mr. Taylor spoke hours after
fighting stilled. As he spoke,
thousands of Liberians rallied
outside the U.S. Embassy,
pleading for help from the su-
perpower that helped found
Liberia — a nation created by
freed American slaves — in the
19th century.

“George Bush we are dying,”
said the message on one sign in
the crowd. — AP
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MONROVIA (LIBERIA), JUNE 25, Shellsexploded in ref-
ugee-crowded neighbourhoods of Liberia’s cap-
ital on Wednesday, sending thousands of
civilians fleeing as the President, Charles Taylor’s
forces battled rebels pressing hard into Monro-
via.

Fighting shattered a week-old truce and raised
prospects of the deadliest possible end to Liber-
ia's 3-year-old insurgency: an all-out battle
among undisciplined armies for the city of 1 mil-
lion, now packed with hundreds of thousands of
refugees.

Battles on Tuesday night and Wednesday ap-
peared to mark the fiercest yet combat in the city.
They also signalled the first time Mr. Taylor’s
forces and rebels had battled virtually through
the night. “This blatant act of terror will be fought
all the way,” Mr. Taylor declared on his private
radio station on Wednesday, denying, as artillery
boomed, that he had fled the city.

“My life is no more important than yours,” the
Liberian President vowed. “I am here with the
men and women in arms, encouraging them to
fight on. Because my survival is their survival, and
their survival is mine.” Fighting was reported to

@@= AIRDO

e Libérian scene worsens

be concentrated at the city’s port, on the west
side. The Red Cross put out appeals over the ra-
dio for blood for injured at Monrovia's hospital,
but shells slamming into the city made it almost
impossible to venture out.

Mr. Taylor’s forces have lost at least 60 per cent
of the country to two rebel groups, each deter-
mined to drive out Mr. Taylor, a U.N.-indicted
war-crimes suspect accused of roiling West Afri-
ca’s conflicts for 14 years.

Rebels pushed across Monrovia’s St. Paul’s riv-
er bridge late Tuesday, breaching the capital for
the second time in a month.

The attack comes with the seaside capital filled
to bursting, with school yards, shelled buildings
and the Liberia’s national soccer stadium packed
with tens of thousands of refugees.

Shells hit up to midnight in Monrovia’s Sinkor
neighbourhoods.

They burst among scores of families, said one
private resident of the district. He spoke briefly
by phone, describing the scene as a shell landed
just outside his house, before fleeing himself. Ar-
tillery boomed into the daylight, againia back-

drop of small-arms fire. — AP .
e
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i}/ ZIMBABWE / U.S. OFFERS DEAL TO FEBELS IN RULING PARTYm, \{\/

Powell calls for Mugabe S overthro

WASHINGTON, JUNE 25. America on Tuesday
offered Zimbabwe “generous assistance” in
exchange for its ruling Zanu-PF party oust-
ing the President, Robert Mugabe, and
agreeing to hold free elections.

Making the offer, Colin Powell, the U.S.
Secretary of State, admitted that “Robert
Mugabe and his cohorts may cry ‘black-
mail’.”” But he said they should be ignored.
The starving, oppressed Zimbabwean peo-
ple could not wait much longer for their
“rescue”.

Washington, working with Britain and
the European Union, has imposed a visa
ban on Zimbabwean leaders, frozen the
Government’s overseas assets and sent
substantial aid through non-Governmental
channels.

Gen. Powell is now proposing a direct
bargain with disaffected elements of Zanu-
PF: join hands with the Opposition party in
Parliament and amend the law to allow for
Mr Mugabe’s removal.

He said: “With the President gone, with a
transitional Government in place and with
a date fixed for new elections, the United
States would be quick to pledge generous
assistance to the restoration of Zimbabwe's
political and economic institutions, even
before the election.”

Writing in the New York Times, Gen. Po-
well called on the world, in particular South
Africa and its neighbours, to take strong ac-
tion “that fully reflects the urgency of Zim-
babwe’s crisis”.

He accused Mr Mugabe of political vio-
lence, vote-rigging, economic mismanage-
ment, “unchecked corruption” and the
cynical transfer of commercial farmland to
his cronies.

“In the long run, President Mugabe and
his minions will lose, dragging their soiled
record behind them into obscurity.

But how long will it take? How many
good Zimbabweans will have to lose their
jobs, their homes, or even their lives before
President Mugabe’s violent misrule runs its
course”’ Gen. Powell expressed confidence
that other donors would be “close behind”

Washington in rewarding a new transitional
government. But the promise does not ap-
pear to have been fully co-ordinated with
London, the second-largest donor to Zim-
babwe.

Britain is likely to be wary of any scheme
that could be portrayed by Mr Mugabe as a
Western plot to impose change.

Meanwhile, a Zimbabwean officer who
led massacres of thousands of people in
Matabeleland in the 1980s told the High
Court in Harare on Tuesday that he was
offered thousands of pounds to secure the
security forces’ support for the Opposition
leader, Morgan Tsvangirai.

Air Marshal Perence Shiri, often de-

kb
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The Zimbabwean Opposition leader, Morgan Tsvangiral, leaves the High Court in
Harare on Wednesday. Mr. Tsvangiral is accused of plotting to remove the
President, Robert Mugabe, from power. — AP

scribed as the “Butcher of Matabeleland”,
was giving evidence for the state in the trea-
son trial of Mr Tsvangirai, leader of the
Movement for Democratic Change, and
two colleagues.

They deny charges of plotting to assassi-
nate Mr Mugabe and stage a coup before
last year’s widely condemned presidential
election, which Mr Mugabe won.

Marshal Shiri, an army brigadier at the
time of the massacres, told the court that
Job Sikhala, an MDC MP, offered him $10
millions (Zimbabwean) to win over Gener-
als and the rank and file to serve an MDC
government. — ©Telegraph Group Limited,
London, 2003
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> Taylor vows to live or

f\\b
MONROVIA (LIBERIA), JUNE 26.
Shells and rockets pounded ref-
ugee-crowded neighbourhoods
of Liberia’s capital as rebels
pressed home their three-year
war to oust the President, Char-
les Taylor, wounding hundreds
and leaving thousands of others
cowering in the coastal city
without escape. The fighting on
Wednesday shattered a week-
old truce and raised the possi-
bility of a deadly endgame for
Liberia’s civil war: an all-out
battle among undisciplined ar-
mies for the city of 1 million res-
idents, now also packed with
hundreds of thousands of refu-
gees.

Mr. Taylor pledged to live or
die with his troops, with rebels
on three sides of the city and the
Atlantic Ocean on the fourth.
The U.S. embassy opened the
gates of its residential com-
pound to Liberians seeking
shelter, and thousands of them
crowded in on Wednesday —
hoping proximity to the Amer-
icans would mean safety.

Hours later, three pieces of
ordnance — believed either
mortars or rockets — landed
within the high-walled com-
pound and exploded, sending
those taking refuge there run-
ning. Survivors rushed out
bleeding victims, some missing
limbs — using a wheelbarrow
and bloodstained shirts as
stretchers.

In Washington, the State De-
partment press officer, Brooke
Summers, said a guard and a
gardener employed by the U.S.
embassy were killed. The last

3T HINDY

die with troops ‘_W

A family with a child wounded in an explosion at the
U.S. embassy diplomatic complex flees the place in
Monrovia on Wednesday. — AP

Americans had recently been
moved out of the residential
complex to the heavily-guarded
U.S. embassy across the street.

“Everybody in the world is
sitting to watch us die,” a refu-
gee, Suah Kolli, cried at Monro-
via’s John F. Kennedy hospital,
where hundreds overflowed the

hospital’s wards and sprawled,

moaning and bleeding, in slip-
pery hallways. The French hu-
manitarian group, Medecins
Sans Frontiers, evacuated an-
other hospital overrun by fight-
ing, and by midday was treating
scores of wounded in its own
compound.

Refugees packed school-
yards, shell-gutted houses and
the country’s main soccer stadi-
um, while many of Monrovia’s
people simply cowered in their
homes. Aid workers described a
humanitarian nightmare even

before fighting broke out on
Tuesday, with cholera and star-
vation rampant among the
crowded refugees. Mr. Taylor’s
forces have lost at least 60 per
cent of the country to two rebel
groups determined to drive out
Mr. Taylor, who has been in-
dicted by a U.N. war crimes tri-
bunal that has accused him of
fuelling West Africa’s conflicts
for 14 years.

At midday, Mr. Taylor took to
the airwaves of his private radio
station to dispel a rumour he
had fled. “This blatant act of
terror will be fought all the
way,” Mr. Taylor declared, as
artillery boomed. ‘“My life is no
more important than yours,” he
said. “I am here with the men
and women in arms, encourag-
ing them to fight on. Because
my survival is their survival, and
their survival is mine.” — AP
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LIBERIA / CEASEFIRE TAKES HOLD

Taylor, rebels asked
\to honour pact "

MONROVIA > (LIBERIA), JUNE 18. A
new ceasefire began to take
hold on Wednesday in Liberia,
and Washington and West Afri-
can nations pressed the Liber-
ian President, Charles Taylor,
and rebels to carry out in full
their pledge to end years of vi-
cious civil war.

The deal called for an end to
fighting late on Tuesday in the
3-year-old war, which has seen
rebels push to Liberia’s capital
in their drive to force out Mr.
Taylor.

“The eyes of the world are on
you now,” the former Nigerian
military ruler, Abdulsalami
Abubakar, mediator of talks that
brought the ceasefire signing on
Tuesday in Ghana's capital,
warned Mr. Taylor's Govern-
ment and Liberia’s two rebel
movements. Mr. Abubakar
urged Mr. Taylor’s fighters and
their rebel enemies “not to be-
tray their Liberian compatriots”
by breaking their accord.

There was no immediate
word on Wednesday of any new
fighting. Action on the rest of
the deal was to start soon after a
ceasefire verification mission,
with logistical support from the
United Nations, is to arrive in
Liberia by the weekend. A West
African-led “stabilisation force”

of 2,000-plus troops would fol-
low, said Mohamed Ibn Cham-

bas, Executive Secretary of the

West African regional bloc that
pressed for the deal. Mr. Cham-
bas said the force could include
the U.S. or other Western con-
tributions. U.S. authorities con-
firmed that some U.S. role was
being considered in the force
for Liberia, a nation founded by
freed American slaves in the
19th century.

Immediately after the week-
end verification mission, politi-
cal talks were to start on an
interim government — one that
would exclude Mr. Taylor, an
indicted war-crimes suspect ac-
cused in 14 years of gun-run-
ning, diamond-smuggling and
conflict- in West Africa.

Under the accord, Liberia’s
government, rebels and politi-
cal parties will “seek within 30
days, a peace agreement. The
peace agreement shall amongst
other issues, cover ... formation
of a transitional government,
which will not include the cur-
rent President.” Mr. Taylor’s
six-year term would end in Ja-
nuary. The U.N. Secretary-Gen-
eral Kofi Annan called the pact
“an important step forward”
and urged other countries to
give relief aid. — AP
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- TREASON TRIAL / OPPOSITION TO CONTINUE STIR

Court orders Tsvanglral release

HARARE (ZIMBABWE), JUNE 20. A
judge ordered the Zimbabwean
opposition leader, Morgan
Tsvangirai, released on bail on
Friday after two weeks in jail on
treason charges, but put limits
on Mr. Tsvangirai’s political
statements.

The head of the opposition
Movement for Democratic
Change is barred from advocat- -
ing the removal of President,
Robert Mugabe, by what Judge,
Susan Mavangira, termed “vio-
lent or other unlawful means.”

Mr. Tsvangirai was expected
to be released later on Friday.

Opposition officials said Mr.
Tsvangirai was being held in
what they described as a filthy,
overcrowded cell. They vowed
to continue their struggle.

“His incarceration has only
served to strengthen the peo-
ple’s resolve to intensify peace-
ful efforts to tackle the crisis of
legitimacy in Zimbabwe,” op-
position sources said.

Mr. Tsvangirai was arrested

The Zimbabwean Opposition

leader, Morgan Tsvangiral, Is

led out of the High Court in
Harare recently. — AP

on June 6 on treason charges

following a week of anti-govern-
ment strikes that affected the al-
ready fragile economy.

The State prosecutors said
Mr. Tsvangirai had called on
supporters to oust Mr. Mugabe
and incited them to violence.

While denying those allega-
tions, Mr. Tsvangirai said he
called for peaceful protests to
get Mr. Mugabe to the negotiat-
ing table to discuss the nation’s
political and economic crisis
and his possible retirement af-
ter 23 years in power.

Mr. Tsvangirai and two se-
nior opposition officials are al-
ready on trial on treason
charges, which carry a possible
death penalty, for allegedly
plotting to assassinate Mr. Mu-
gabe two years ago.

The three politicians deny
the charges and say they were
framed by the Government to
weaken their party. Mr. Tsvan-
girai ran against Mr. Mugabe in
last year’s elections, which in-
dependent observers say were
marred by state-orchestrated
political violence, intimidation
and vote rigging. — AP
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Explosions rock
«" Monrovia ',

MONROVIA (LIBERIA), JUNE 9. French military helicopters startedgvac-
uating Americans and Europeans from the besieged capital of Lib-
eria on Monday, ferrying them out of embassy compounds to a
French ship in the Atlantic.

The evac-
uation came
as Liberian
soldiers re-
ported more
fighting on
the western
edge of the
city, and
more explo-
sions were
heard.

The first
helicopters
toak off
from the
compound
of the Eu-

{?rgif)?f Aig Americans fleeing fighting between rebels and

_ government forces arrive at the U.S. embassy
2§§ nc‘éu"ggﬁg compound in Monrovia on Sunday. — AFP

against debris sent flying from the twirling blades, ran down a
rocky hillside and climbed into French Cougar helicopters. Eu-
ropean Unjon forces stood guard. “We can’t work, and we had to
leave,” said one belonging to French aid group. A total of 91 in-
ternational residents of Liberia were evacuated from the E.U. com-
pound, said David Parker, acting head of the E.U. mission in
Liberia. They included foreign staff of the International Committee
of the Red Cross and U.N. agencies.

Helicopters then touched down at the neighbouring U.S. Em-
bassy compound to start collecting about 100 Americans who had
gathered there overnight. Lebanese families, who make up much
of the merchant class of West Africa, also were flown out from the
European compound. — AP
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Clashes erupt as pmtesté“’continue

. HARARE (ZIMBABWE), JUNE 3. Police fired tear
gas at protesters on Tuesday, as an Opposi-
tion strike against the increasingly repres-
sive rule of the President, Robert Mugabe,

. entered its second day.

Opposition officials have vowed to press
ahead with a planned week of national pro-
test despite a harsh crackdown by police
and troops who have arrested dozens of
protesters.

Authorities were swift and brutal in try-
ing to disperse crowds on Monday.

On Tuesday, police used tear gas against
people gathered in the streets in the west-
ern Harare township of Warren Park, the
Opposition Movement for Democratic
Change (MDC) said in a statement. There
were no reports of injuries. '

Banks and most businesses were closed
in the capital and traffic was light. Riot po-
lice were stationed throughout the city.

In other reports of unrest cited in the
Opposition statement, ruling party mili-
tants had attempted to evict Opposition ac-
tivists from their homes in Kwekwe.

The MDC said the actions brought the
country’s economy to a standstill and orga-
nisers pledged a week of similar actions
they say will mark the most significant
challenge to Mr. Mugabe’s 23 years in of-
fice.

The Opposition leader, Morgan Tsvangi-
rai, said violence against protesters by po-
lice and the military would not deter the
party’s leaders and supporters.

Zimbabwe is facing its worst political
and economic crisis since independence in
1980. Foreign aid, investment and loans
have dried up amid political violence,
state-orchestrated human rights abuses,
the seizure of thousands of white-owned
farms and disputed presidential elections
last year.

STOMPING OUT CRITICISM?: Zimbabwean rot police beat people during

anti-Government protests In Harare on Tuesday. — AP

International food aid has averted mass
starvation, but Zimbabwe still faces annual
269 per cent inflation and acute shortages
of currency, gasoline, medicines and other
essential imports.

Opposition leaders were rounded up in
police raids on Monday under draconian
security laws allowing the Government to
ban any gathering.

At least four other people suffered gun-
shot wounds in other demonstrations, and
scores of others were forced to lie on side-
walks or the ground while police or soldiers
beat them with rubber batons.

At least 154 people, most of them Oppo-
sition activists or officials, were arrested

across the country on Monday, a police
spokesman said in a statement.

Mr. Tsvangirai was arrested at his home
in Harare early on Monday but he was later
released. ‘

His party lodged an appeal before the na-
tion’s Supreme Court against charges that
he had defied a court order to call off strikes
and demonstrations called on Monday
through Friday.

He was scheduled to go to court later on
Tuesday where he was to hear a request by
the state to tighten bail conditions and re-
strict his movements in light of the court
order, which declared the demonstrations
illegal. — AP
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A landmark for Nigerian democrac)

ABUJA (NIGERIA), MAY 29. The Ni-
gerian President, Olusegun
Dbasanjo, took the oath of of-
fice for a second term as Nige-
ria’s leader on Thursday, in a
landmark for democracy in Afri-
ca’s most populous nation.

More than a dozen fellow
African leaders watched as Mr.
Obasanjo, in traditional white
robes, raised his hand before an
invitation-only crowd under
high security in Nigeria’s cap-
ital.

“I, Olusegun Obasanjo, do
solemnly swear that I will be
faithful and bear true allegiance
to the Federal Republic of Nige-
ria, and that I will preserve, pro-
tect and defend the
Constitution of the Federal Re-
public of Nigeria,” Mr. Obasan-
jo pledged, drawing cheers and
applause from the crowd. “So
help me God.”

Nigeria, an oil-rich nation of
120 million people, has never
managed a successful civilian-
run presidential election. Mili-
tary coups blocked all previous

attempts, sometimes weeks af-.

ter the vote. Mr. Obasanjo’s
1999 election to a first term, in a
military-run vote, ended 15
years of often brutal, corrupt
military rule.

He easily won re-election on

April 19, in a vote that opposi- -

tion candidates charged was
matred by fraud. International
observers expressed concern,
but none questioned the victory
of Mr. Obasanjo, a southemn

Christian, over top rival Mu-

hammadu Buhari, a northern

Olusegun Obasanjo waves to the crowd after taking the
oath of office In Abuja on Thursday. — AFP

W

¢

Muslim. Both men werg them-
selves former junta leaders.

Marking Nigeria’s promi-
nence in Africa, fellow African
presidents turned out in force
for the ceremony, held in an
open-air arena.

The Zimbabwean President,
Robert Mugabe, flanked by
Zimbabwean security guards
running alongside his car, was
among those spotted rolling in-
to the arena.

Inauguration organisers said
the leaders of South Africa, Se-
negal, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Ivo-
ry Coast, Sierra Leone,
Mozambique, Cameroon, Mali,
Gambia and Sao Tome and
Principe.

Leaders settled into a cur-
tained pavilion of bullet-proof
glass, before a crowd of Niger-
ian ex-military rulers, tribal
chiefs, political party leaders
and other VIPs. The ceremony
was filled with hours of pag-
eantry, run on time — an un-
usual enough event that
observers marvelled at it. — AP
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BUNIA (CONGO), MAY 21, A team Of
French military officers wrap-
ped up its mission to asses
whether to send troops to trou-
bled north-eastern Congo as the
death toll from more than a
week of tribal fighting rose to

. 280 people, U.N. officials said

on Wednesday.

The French team, made up of
army and navy officers, spent
Wednesday discussing the lo-
gistics of deploying French
troops with top U.N. military of-
ficials in Congo, said Hama-

2 2 May

(“Toll in Congo fighting 280

doun Toure,
spokesman in Congy.
Since arriving o
the French officers Have been
briefed on security in the region
and have studied the local air-
port and other areas to identify
a possible military headquarters
and how to deploy and supply
the troops, Mr. Toure said.
The United Nations wants to
send an international force to
the north-eastern Ituri district
to keep fighting between rival
Hema and Lendu tribal factions

Tuesday,

2003

from erupting again. The
French have been asked to lead
the force and are considering
the request.A Pakistani military
officer was scheduled to arrive
in Bunia, the capital of Ituri, on
Wednesday to explore the pos-
sibility of deploying Pakistani
soldiers alongside the French
troops, Mr. Toure said. Mean-
while, aid workers continued to
recover bodies from the streets
of Bunia, bringing the total
number of confirmed dead to
280, Mr. Toure said. — AP
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CONGO / U.N. FLIES IN MORE FORCES

4
¥~ g

BUNIA (CONGO), MAY 16. The Unit-
ed Nations strengthened its
forces in a troubled north-east-
ern Congolese town on Friday
as hundreds of Congolese
flocked to a nearby airport hop-
ing to escape tribal fighting in
which scores of people have
been killed.

The deputy U.N. force com-
mander, Brig. Gen. Roberto
Martinelli, in Congo, said more
U.N. troops from Uruguay and
from other parts of this central
African country flew into Bunia.

On Thursday, there were 750
U.N. troops in the troubled
town, but they were unable to
stem the widespread looting
and killing which caused offi-
cials to wam of a possible hu-
manitarian disaster in Bunia
and Ituri province.

Gen. Martinelli said the force
would be strengthened by the
end of the month.

“The situation is very dramat-
ic, there’s no fighting (Friday)
but the town is very tense,” the
official said as a U.N. truck, es-
corted by an armoured person-
nel carrier, ferried dozens of
Congolese to the airport.

Other residents pushed
wheelbarrows filled with their
belongings toward the airport,
hoping to get on flights run by
aid and missionary groups.

Gen. Martinelli said many of
the soldiers were children.
“They are very dangerous, there
are a lot of young people 10 to
11 years old, they are on drugs,
they are not fully controlled by

DISPLACED: Refugees at the U.N. com
pDemocratic Republic of Congo, on Thursday.

their commanders,” he said.

Observers missing

Two U.N. military observers
deployed in Mongbwalu, a gold
mining centre 45 km northwest
of Bunia controlled by a faction
from the Hema community,
have been missing for three
days, he said.

The Nigerian and Jordanian
observers told U.N. officials in
their last communication on
Tuesday that the area was very
tense and the observers’ fate
was not known.

The fighting in Bunia be-
tween gunmen from the rival
Lendu and Hema tribes erupted
on May 7 after Uganda with-
drew its more than 6,000 troops
from the town.

" Hundreds flee -
"\ tribal fighting

pound in Bunia,
— AP

killed in the fighting, including
scores slain at a Parish church
where they had sought refuge.
The chaos has made it impos-
sible to determine the overall
toll. .

The Ugandans left Bunia in
the hands of Lendu tribal fight-
ers, a small contingent of U.N.
troops from Uruguay and an |
even smaller Congolese police
force.

The police and the U.N.
troops have been unable to
stem the violence and looting,
and a civil administration set up
to run Bunia after the Ugandan
withdrawal has collapsed.

There are between 25,000
and 28,000 tribal fighters in the
region, with thousands of them
deployed in and around Bunia.

At least 100 people were — AP i

17 May 2003
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KIGALI (RWANDA), MAY 13. Congo-
lese rebels consolidated their
grip on a troubled north-east-
e Congolese town on Tues:
day, patrolling the streets and
shooting in the air to discourage
looting, a rebel leader said on
Tuesday. '

As calm returned after nearly
a week of bloodshed, residents
identified at least 112 civilians
killed in fighting, said Christian
Lukusha, representative of Jus-
tice Plus, a local human rights
group. The rebels seized control
of Bunia from rival tribal fight-
ers on Monday.

The Greek Government evac-
uated 12 nationals from Bunia
to neighbouring Uganda on
Monday, said Honore Musoko,
another official of Justice Plus.

A Congolese Cabinet Minis-
ter, trapped in Bunia since the
town fell into rebel hands, took
refuge at tJ.N. premises.

The Congolese Human Rights
Minister, Ntumba Luaba, said
he was on a peace mission to
Bunia.

The Union of Congolese Pa-
riots, or UPC, led by members
of the Hema community, cap-
tured Bunia from tribal rivals,
the Lendus on Monday.

The Hema and Lendu fighters
have battled for control of Bu-
nia for one week.

The Fighting begun a day al-
ter neighbouring Uganda com-
pleted the withdrawal of its
more than 6,000 soldiers from
in an around Bunia.

Ugandans left the town in the

14 may 2m3

b

Congolese refugees fleeing fighting In Bunia arrive in Ntoroko
in Uganda on Saturday after crossing Lake Albert separating
the two countries. — AP

hands of Lendu tribal fighters, a
small contingent of U.N. troops
from Uruguay and an even
smaller Congolese police force.

“Fighting has ended and my
troops are conducting mop up
operations patrolling the
streets and sometimes shooting
in the air to stop looting,” Tho-
mas lLubanga, head of UPC,
said. Aid workers, who left after
offices, homes and warehouses
were looted, trickled back on
Tuesday to help residents who
spent several days sheltering at
three U.N premises without ac-

cess to clean water and sanitary
facilities, said the U.N. mission .
in Congo, or MONUC.

The police and the UN. |
troops have been ineffective in |
stemming the violence and
looting, and a civil administra-
tion set up to run Bunia after !
the Ugandan withdrawal had
collapsed. .

There are 625 U.N. troops in
Bunia, while there are between
25,000 and 28,000 tribal fighters -
in the region, with thousands of |
them deployed in and/mnd i
Bunia. — AP 7 °
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~ Mugabe faces court
case over ‘|’f(’):li7fr5g d’

HARARE, MAY 10. Zimbabwe's
Opposition leader, Morgan
Tsvangirai, urged the country’s
High Court on Friday to put the
President, Robert Mugabe, on
trial for cheating his way to elec-
tion victory last year.

. Mr. Tsvangirai took the un-
usual step of going to court to
force judges to hear his case,

' His solicitors say he has been
ready to take on Mr. Mugabe in
court for more than six months.

His legal team filed papers on
Friday demanding that the trial
go ahead as a matter of urgency.,

{4 by m3

Political analysts believe Zim-
babwe's future — civil unrest or
a negotiated settlement leading
to new elections —— hang on

this case. \1\ \n&
Mr. Tsvangirai clailnsthat the

state machinery, including the
military police and intelligence
agencies, cheated him out of an
overwhelming victory in March
last year. If the High Court hears
the application urgently as re-
quested and grants the injunc-
tion, the trial should start seven
days later. — ©Telegraph Group
Limited, London, 2003
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MARARE, MAY 8 e’ Govi
ment headed by Robert Mu-
| gabe was dealt blow on

, Wednesday when 4 section of
! jts new media law
! by the Supreme Co
. The State’s solicitors conoed
| ed that a section of the legisla-
' tion was unconstitutional and
! the Court had no option but to
. strike down the law which
' makes it an offence for journal-
"ists to unwittingly publish a
‘falsehood.’
© The ruling is crushing for Jo-
nathan Moyo, Zimbabwe’s In-

A setback to Mugabe G

ormation Mlnister, dt has

mounted a fierce campaign
against the free press and for-
eign media since his appoint-
ment by Mr. Mugabe.

His law was challenged by
two journalists from Zim-
babwe’s only privately owned
daily newspaper, The Daily

News.

They complained that it
breached their freedom of ex-
pression, a right enshrined in
the constitution. — ©Telegraph | 5
Group Limited, London, 2003

g MAY 203



7 7
m\ “pres
plemoH . Anunod 1eyy jo ald
-0ad 9y} JO aJej[om a1f} J0f SuTUI
-A08 Josoudjaad Aue }So] Sey oym
£pOgAUIOS JO FUSULITPUL AqLLISY
e pue Suijfedde pue sjgesnoXautl
ST 'a)IYM Pue yoeld yioq ‘afdoad
ayy Jo Sutzapns YL, ‘s¥oerd
sso[pue] 0}  UOINQLLSIPaL
J0j SUIIE] PAUMO-)TUM SUIZIaS
J0 £o110d §,9qe3nA 18 1s330ad UL
pUE PaME]] 319m SUOTIOID UBdM
-qequil7, PIBS SI9AIISqO Jajje
paloe £poq uUoTiEU-HS UL
JaqUIaDa( 3XoU 158af Je [un
ue( 18y} papusIXe aouls sey] pue
Z00% UoJey UT J1eds e 10 Isprut
S} WOJy amgequily pepuadsns
SOTUOT09 YSTILIG JIULIOY A[uTent
30 dnoas yiresmuouruIo) Yy,
.aurrgaa ay) uo aanssaad
[euorjewINUT urnwyxew dn deay
0} 108 2ABY am sueaut jey],,
"9sJom 308 sey
uopyenyis 8y} uryliue Ji paap
-ut ‘fre e ssaafoad juedyTusis
Aue ua3s( sey a1ay} 1ey) urdes
10 9as UED am SE Je] Sk Spunoas
ou 3Jge 3IYL,, pOppe Jateld
"Sy[[e} [eJ9Telq 1818 W0y 193115
Surumo(q SJTe[g Ul sioprodax
PIO} PIEMOF S BI[BXISNY . ‘YITeam
-gowwo) ay3 jo s[ounod 8yl
0] papTurpeal 3uteq amqequiLz
1O uonIsenb ou 3( LD 3191[} SPEIL
SI 9[na onjeRIOOUSp 0} Surtuan]
-aJ ye yduwene sharas e (U,
; ‘omequirZ ut sjettyo Tedt
. -170d 9} 93URYD 03 J9PJIO UT 9qe3
| -nN uo aunssaxd TeuorEUIAUL

QN BIp

ey

WNWIXeW L19X8 0} JIom p[nom

Koyl ples pIemoy uyor pue

Jrerq AUo], SI9ISTUTN dWLld
Aem JapUN Sem oI OIIBIO

-QWAP 01 WANJAL B [HUN YI[eam

-UOWIUIOY) 91} OJUl ¥deq amgeq
-y Surwodem Jo 1oadsoud ou
sem a3y} Sutfes Lepoy aqednN
11300y JUIPISaAd UedmqeqUIIZ
pexorIIR BIIRIISNY PUE UTBILILG

yoene ureig

A1unoo a3 Ul sisifeu
-Iof se Apusueuwtsed Suryiom

wog] SJIoufraro] saeq Yotym
auo SuIpnoul ‘sme| eypaw 3y}
Jo suoistaoad snolaea Furdua]
[eyo 1ano) swsxdng Yl Yium
89580 JO J3qumu ® DI} saey
sisifeuanof  ueamgBquilZ
‘30JN0S a1
£q patsTwI uaaq pey ) pres ‘Jxodax
ay} paystqnd yotym ‘smay 418q
oY1 pue ‘esey 8q 0} pasoxd 18ie|
sem £101s 3YL, ‘usapfiyo Sunos
OM] J8Y JO JUOJJ Ul JAqUIdW
uoryisoddo uewom ¥ Dapesy
-3q pey sJaiioddns JuswItIBA03

mofq 31d :eqesnin eqod

ey} pawtodar pey Layy, KI03s |
astey e Surysiiand im Tead 1se] |
pogIeyd a1om OUM SISIBUINO| |
ugamqequitz om} Aq feadde ue 0}
asuodsaa Ul paing 1mod YL
‘pnegj Aq pasrewt
sem pIES SjUAWIUIBA08 UJIR
-}som pue uonrsoddo aif) ydIys
200 YoTe]y UT U0T}I3[3-0 [EIsIaA
-011U090 S, 2qeSNN Jayge AQLIoyS

~103]J0 OJUI BUIED OV ADBALI

JO uoT10910.1J PUE UOTIBULIONU] 0}
$S900V 91} SB MOUY me[ ay],
‘S9Y80
-0ApE SjyS1I uewny Aq pasto
TILIO UAaq Pey YaTym ‘mef oy}
SUIPUSIUE SBM JUSILISACS Y]
Ppres pue ‘uorssaldxa Jo wopasay.
Jo suoroaloxd [euoImMIISUcd
pejejola suolsiaoad 3y} pepad
-U00 PBY JUIWIUISA0S 5 aqeSn
118qOY JUAPISaLd J0] SIdAMme]

« 109333 pue 90.203
ou Jo'pue Umop pue JOonms
3I0JRIA},, 91M PUE UOTINITISIOd
ay) pajeota suoisiaoad ay3 3eY?
pema 1mo) swaidng Y,

“paystand ugeq pey £1018
B UYOIyM UI S90UBISWNOIID 8y}
3O 8AT}0adSaIIT sTBIL 0m) 03 dnt JO
W} [ref e 10 ULy Aneay e Aq djqe
-ysmund ,Spooyastey,, 36 UOHEOI[
-qnd sy3 opew SUOTSTA0M STLY,
TRUCTINITISUOOUN 3X3M SUOIS
-1A0d 1]} PEPOU0D JUSUIUIBA0S
oy} JeiJe * Spooyastey,, ystiqnd o}
40UaJJ0 UB 1 Speutt oTyM uotie]
-S188] BIPAW YBNO0] UMOD Yon13s
Aepol 1Inod 31say3TY s.emqeq
-z (sa9inay) L Ay ‘dxeJeH

Y™ME TELEGRAPE

- § MpY 203



Mugabe fac S court
case Over polﬁfra d’

HARARE, MAY 10. Zimbabwe's
Opposition leader, Morgan
Tsvangirai, urged the country’s
High Court on Friday to put the
President, Robert Mugabe, on
trial for cheating his way to elec-
tion victory last year.

Mr. Tsvangirai took the un-
usual step of going to court to
force judges to hear his case.
His solicitors say he has been
ready to take on Mr. Mugabe in
court for more than six months.

His legal team filed papers on
Friday demanding that the trial
go ahead as a matter of urgency.

THE e wd

Political analysts believe Zim-
babwe’s future — civil unrest or
a negotiated settlement leading
to new elections — hang on
this case. \11 \ng

Mr. Tsvangirai claijnsthat the
state machinery, including the
military police and intelligence
agencies, cheated him out of an
overwhelming victory in March
last year. If the High Court hears
the application urgently as re-
quested and grants the injunc-
tion, the trial should start seven
days later. — ©Telegraph Group
Limited, London, 2003



"~ A setbac

HARARE, MAY 8.
ment headed by Robert Mu-
gabe was dealt blow on
Wednesday when a section of
its new media law Was rejected
by the Supreme Court here.

The State’s solicitors conced-
ed that a section of the legisla-
tion was unconstitutional and
the Court had no option but to
strike down the law which
makes it an offence for journal-
ists to unwittingly publish a
‘falsehood.’

The ruling is crushing for Jo-
nathan Moyo, Zimbabwe’s In-

g to Mugabe Go ﬁ/t
e Gove ormatlon Mimster, 0 has

mounted a fierce campaign
against the free press and for-
eign media since his appoint-
ment by Mr. Mugabe.

His law was challenged by

two journalists from Zim- |

babwe’s only privately owned !

daily newspaper,
News.
They complained that it

The Daily

breached their freedom of ex- :

pression, a right enshrined in
the constitution. — ©Telegraph
Group Limited, London, 2003



. Meet to end Zlmb

W\
HARARE, MAY 5. Three Afric )
Presidents met their Zimbab-
wean counterpart, Robert Mu-
gabe, on Monday for intense
negotiations aimed at ending
the political chaos and violence
that has crippled the nation for
three years.

The Presidents of South Afri-
can, Nigeria and Malawi, Thabo
Mbeki, Olusegun Obasanjo and
Bakili Muluzi, held closed-door
talks with Mr. Mugabe, whose
increasingly autocratic rule has
been blamed for causing the
crisis.

Reporters for some foreign
media organisations were re-
fused entry into the State House
where the talks took place.

The visiting leaders were also
scheduled to hold a separate
meeting with Morgan Tsvangi-Union and the United States, has
rai, leader of the oppositionrefused to accept the results, say-
Movement for Democraticing voting was rigged and influen-
Change. ced by violence and intimidation

Speaking to reporters beforemainly against opposition sup-
leaving Malawi, Mr. Muluzi saidporters.
the visit was intended to en- The MDC has criticised African
courage “internal dialogue” be-leaders for recognising Mr. Mu-
tween different Zimbabweangabe’s re-election amid state-
factions. “It is not a secret thatsponsored political violence and
Zimbabwe is facing very seriousshielding him from international
economic and political prob-censure. The new mediation ef-
lems and I think it is our re-forts come ahead of a trip to
sponsibility to assist when asouthern Africa by Walter Kan-
neighbour is in a situation likesteiner, the U.S. State Depart-
that”. ment’s top Africa official.

Mr. Mugabe (79), who led the Talks between the MDC and Mr.
nation to independence inMugabe’s party, mediated by Ni-
1980, narrowly defeated Mr.geria and South Africa, ended in a
Tsvangirai in presidential elec-stalemate last year. Mr. Mugabe
tions last year that independentsaid last month he would only
observers said were deeplymeetwith Mr. Tsvangirai if the op-
flawed. The Opposition, alongposition recognised his re-election
with Britain, the Europeanand dropped a court case chal-

06 Mpv

we crisis |

The Zimbabwean President, Robert Mugabe (right), with the
President of Malawi, Baklili Muluzi, in Harare,
"~ Zimbabwe, on Monday. — AP

lenging the result, conditions
the MDC has previously reject-
ed.

The opposition and the main
labour federation have shut
down most of the economy with
two national strikes since mid-
March.

Zimbabwe is suffering its
worst economic crisis since in-
dependence.

Inflation has soared to a re-
cord 228 per cent, unemploy-
ment is nearly 70 per cent and
Zimbabweans face shortages of
hard currency, food, petrol and
medicine.

More than 200 people have
been killed in political violence
since 2000 and thousands of
others, mostly opposition sup-
porters, have been arrested and
tortured, rights groups say. —
AP
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Meet to end Zlmb

N
HARARE, MAY 5 'Three Africa -
Presidents met their Zimbab-
wean countterpart. Robert Mu-
gabe, on Monday for intense
negotiations aimed  at ending
the political chaos and violence
that has crippled the nation for
throe yeais

Phe Presidents of South Afri-
can, Nigeri and Malawi, Thabo
Mbeki, Olusegun Obasanjo and
Bakii Mutuzi, held closed-door
talks with Mr. Mugabe, whose
mereasingly autocratic rule has
bheen blamed for causing the
Crints.

Reporters {for some foreign
media organisations were re-
fused entry into the State House
where the talks took place.

The visiting leaders were also
scheduled o hold a separate
mecting with Morgan Tsvangi-Union and the United States, has
sut, feader o the oppositionrefused to accept the results, say-
Movement for Democraticing voting was rigged and influen-
Change ced by violence and intimidation

speaking o reporters beforemainly against opposition sup-
feaving Malawi, Mr. Muluzi saidporters.
the visit was intended to en-  The MDC has criticised African
conrage nternal dialogue” be-leaders for recognising Mr. Mu-
saeen dilferent Zimbabweangabe’s  re-election amid  stete-
fai tians. U IS not a secret thatsponsored political violence and
Aimbabwe s facing very seriousshielding him from international
cononue and polmcal prob-censure. The new mediation ef-
fere and § think it is our re-forts come ahead of a trip to
sponsibilits 10 assist when asouthern Africa by Walter Kan-
neighibour o in a situation likesteiner, the U.S. State Depart-

ment’s top Africa official.

M Mugabe 1793, who led the  Talks between the MDC and Mr.
nation 1o independence  inMugabe's party, mediated by Ni-
198G, narrowly  defeated  Mr.geria and South Africa, ended in a
twuvingirar in presidential elec-stalemate last year. Mr. Mugabe
fast vear that independentsaid last month he would only
abeervers said - were  deeplymeet with Mr. Tsvangirai if the op-

The Opposition, alongposition recognised his re-election
Britam,  the  Furopeanand dropped a court case chal-

IR

Hiwed

oot

owe crisis

The Zimbabwean President, Robert Mugabe (right), with the
Presldent of Malawi, Bakili Muluzi, in Harare,
Zimbabwe, on Monday. — AP

lenging the result, conditions
the MDC has previously reject-
ed.

The opposition and the main
labour federation have shut
down most of the economy with
two national strikes since mid-
March.

Zimbabwe is suffering its
worst economic crisis since in-
dependence.

Inflation has soared to a re-
cord 228 per cent, unemploy-
ment is nearly 70 per cent and
Zimbabweans face shortages of
hard currency, food, petrol and
medicine.

More than 200 people have
been killed in political violence
since 2000 and thousands of
others, mostly opposition sup-
porters, have been arrested and
tortured, rights groups say. —
AP
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Obasanjo re-elected
amid rigging charge

LAGOS, (NIGERIA), APRIL 23. In the
Nigerian Presidential election,
Olusegun Obasanjo, was re-
elected by a wide margin, offi-
cials announced on Tuesday,
even as the Opposition groups
rejected the outcome as rigged
and threatened mass protests.

Out of more than 42 million
votes, Mr. Obasanjo won 62 per
cent in the weekend ballot,
compared to 32 per cent se-
cured by his rival, former junta
leader, Muhammadu Bubhari,
the Election Commission said.
More than 2.5 million votes
were declared invalid.

The vote is a test of stability
and democracy in Africa’s most
populous nation.

International monitors have
expressed concern about fraud,
including ballot-box stuffing
and bribery.

In an acceptance speech, Mr.
Obasanjo urged his opponents
to accept his victory peacefully.
“Good politicians should be re-
ally good sportsmen, showing
magnanimity and humility in
victory and gallantry and good-
naturedness in defeat,” he said.
“I'm humbled by the fact that
I'm the people’s choice,” he
added, describing the election
as  “peaceful, free and
transparent”. .

Election-related violence has
been sporadic in a country fre-
quently riven by bloodletting.
But tensions were running high
after  Opposition officials
claimed the vote was rigged.

Don Etiebet, chairman of Mr.

X Xal m

Olusegun Obas nio' W)"(

Political -
Obasanjo was
elected in 1999,
after the collapse
of General Sani
Abacha'’s military

&Q dictatorship

Religion ~ Christian M
Education — Mons Officers
Cadet School; Royal College of
Military Engineering; Indian Army
Engineering School

Family — Married to Stella Ajike
Abede since 1971; divorced from
Oluyemi Akinlaja with whom he
had five children

SOURCES: Associated Press; AP
Worldmark Encyclopedia of the
Nations: World Leaders

Buhari's party, stormed into the
Election Commission head-
quarters shortly before the an-
nouncement, refusing to
endorse the results.

He warned that the Opposi-
tion supporters “will act appro-
priately according to human

-nature.”

“We do not need to tell the

people what to do. They will
know what to do when their
mandate has been trampled up-
on,” he said, without elaborat-
ing. Officials in Mr. Buhari’s
party have warned that the peo-
ple ‘will fight, and he himself
has threatened mass action, a
term that in Nigeria generally
refers to violent protests. — AP

= HINDU



basanjo takes lead

0,\"7 . mgs . ‘
Koo N|§S_|_'_|an poll

LAGOS (NIGERIA), APRIL 21. Presi-
dent Olusegun Obasanjo took a
commanding lead in early re-
turns from voting in Nigeria's
presidential election, but the

Olusegun Obasanlo

main Opposition party claimed
the vote was rigged and called it
a “huge joke.”
In early results on Monday,
Mr. Obasanjo was well ahead of
" his main challenger, Muham-
" madu Buhari — a former mil-
itary ally. With more than 20
million votes counted in 21
states and the federal capital
, territory, Mr. Obasanjo had 66
- per cent, or 13,641,733 ballots,
compared to 27 per cent, or
5,623,765 ballots, for Buhari.
The election for President
and Governors was a major test
of whether democracy has tak-
en root since Mr. Obasanjo was
elected four years ago, ending

15 years of brutal military rule.

Nigeria — Africa’s most pop-
ulous nation — has never seen a
civilian government successfully
hand over power to another.
Though it is one of the world’s
largest oil exporters, it is desper-
ately poor and has a history of
coups and unrest.

Mr. Buhari's campaign
spokesman, Sam Nda-Isai, said
his party was rejecting the re-
sults.

“The entire so-called election
is a huge joke,” Mr. Nda-Isai
said. “As far as we are con-
cerned, democracy has failed.”

Mr. Buhari and other party
leaders are to meet on Tuesday
or Wednesday to decide on a
course of action, the spokesman
said, declining to speculate
whether that could involve mas-
sive protests as opposition offi-
cials — including Mr. Buhari —
had earlier warned.

Nigeria’s election commis-
sion, meanwhile, promised to
cancel results in areas with pro-
ven cases of fraud.

“As far as we are concerned,
(so far) there has been no rig-
ging,” Abel Guobadia, the elec-
tion commission chairman, told
reporters late on Sunday, urging
those complaining of fraud “not
to resort to violence.”

Nearly half of Nigeria’s 126
million people registered for the
ballot in 36 States and the cap-
ital. It was unclear how many
voted, though officials said turn-
out was strong. — AP
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Zimbabwe has Trf in Tr
news of late for all the wrong

reasons — snointernationg)
3::.3. over m:r a:r

c,._? by \&E A\ §
African National f:_o:. ,:a
PF regime, the thron
democratic institutions and
trampling of human rig)
suspension from the (o
anwealth as a result, az:.ﬂx
and famine caused by the di-
sastrous land reform v;?i
and the drama over the refu-

sal of the Engli
Zealand teams to play SQ.,
Worid Cup matches in Hara-
re on grounds of security.

The :53 of the Zimbub-
wean crisis 2o far back into
history and F is down to the
great divide botween the two
dominant communitics, the
Shoma and the Ndebele,
represented by Zanu and
Zapu (Zimbabwe African
People’s Union), The two
warring factions had come
together in the long-drawn
struggle for independence to
oust the heirs of the great
robber baron, Cecil Rhodes,

Rhodes' supporters had
begun appropriating  the
farmlands of the Masho-
naiand region after failing to
find gold, and by 1895 the
colonialists had scized power
and named the country Rho-
desia, Zimbabwe gained ind-
cpendence in 1980 but the
feuding political factions ne-
ver made peace, fn 1999, the
Movement for Democratic
Change, an offshoot of the
trade union movement, was
launched to fight corruption
and guarantee civil rights, It
was defeated in the allegedly
rigged polls. Regional lead-
ers such as Nigerian Presi-
dent Olusegun Obasanjo and
South  African .President
Thabo Mbeki are now trving
1o broker peace and bring
about 4 power sharing agree-
ment, a government of natio-
nal unity o to say. but their
efforts have so far not borne
any resulf.

The World Cup has given
Mugube's opponents a great
opportunity to highlight the
situation.  The  Zimbabwe
: Supporters for Dem-

With the

floodlights on,
Zimbabwe is in
the news but for

all the wrong
reasons, avo:m

MARIO

mooamcmm

ocracy issued full page ad-
vertisements in the local and
South African press spilling
the dope on Zimabwean
demoeracy — a land reforms
programme  bijacked by
Zanu-PF supporters  and
mired in corruption — and
gé asked the people to
“wave a red card to tell
Zcmag he's out”. It said
that despite nearly full dams,

Zimbabweans are starving to

death,

Mugabe still ot
abandoned h socialist
dreams but his popularity

has n_caqc?@ But the
man, whose high-securiny

residence is bang opposite
the Harare m%; Club’s (an
institution é: stee eped in its
colonial st} cricket
stadium, WF. &nyaa o let
£0. Since the :Exvec.c: has
upped the ante. the state has

responded in 4
manncr and used

‘nowmmq zcgmm. is 3 a man of the paople? O Is 8
- leading Zimbabwe towards doom? -

like the selectively applicd
Public Order and Security
Act 1o stifle dissent, Press
reports say police vEE:J is
getting worse and opposition
party members and
independent journalists are
being beaten up, tortured,
maimed and raped in vo:na
custody.

Under the draconian new
media taws, several
journalists  were refused
working licences while some
provincial newspapers have
been shut down for failing to
pay hefty deposits for a
licence to operate under the
Access ta Information and
Protection of Privacy Act.
Journulists need a licence to
operale in Zimbabwe ~ so
did we who came to cover
the World Cup — often at a
stiff fee. Those who don't
have one can operate but
they run the risk of being
arrested.

The government is going
ahead with its fand acqui-
sitions and has targeted fruit,
vegetable, tea and coffee
estates in the final leg of the
land reforms programme,
The reforms have the
support of the black majority
who resent the white
domination of the national
economy, But sceptics see
the development as a
Mugabe ruse to restore his
flagging popularity ¥
diverting atiention from the
corruption in his admi
tration and mismanagement
of the economy,

Worse, his move of appro-
priating white farmlands.

without putting alternative
management  systems  in
place, has forced the colla
of farming and thrown
mitlion farm-workers out of
jobs. More than 100 white
farmers have left for \Ai#
bia. The USA has we
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like the selectively applied
Public Order and Security
Act to stifle dissent, Press
reports say police brutality is
getting worse and opposition
party  members  and
independent journalists are
being beaten up, tortured,
maimed and raped in police
custody.

Under the draconian new
media Jaws, several
journalists  were  refused

working licences while some.

provincial newspapers have
been shut down for failing to
pay hefty deposits for a
licence 10 operate under the
Access to Information and
Protection of Privacy Act.
Journalists need a licence to
operate in Zimbabwe — s0
did we who came to cover
the World Cup — often at a
stiff fee. Those who dont
have one can operate but
they run the risk of being
arrested.

ROBERT MUGABE: ls he & man ofthe peopls? Or s he
1 leading Zimbabwe towards doom?

The government is going
ahead with its land acqui-
sitions and has targeted fruit,
vegetable, tea and coffee
estates in the final leg of the
land reforms programme,
The reforms have the
support of the black majority
who resent the white
domination of the national
economy. But sceptics see
the development as g
Mugabe ruse to restore his
flagging  popularity by
diverting attention from the
corruption in his adminis-
tration and mismanagement
of the economy,

Worse, his move of appro-
priating white farmlands,
without putting alternative
management  systems  in
place, has forced the collapse
of farming and thrown 1.3
million farm-workers out of
jobs. More than 100 white
farmers have left for Zam-
. The USA has warned

suffer & serious shortall in
the staple maize crop bhe-
cause of poor harvests
caused by drought and the
chaotic fand reforms. An
international  aid  worker
from Lesotho confirms that
hunger iv swlking rural
areas.

“There  has  been a
downslide in the past two
years, The situation is bad
but not as bad as it is made
out 1o be by the international
press,” is what a Zimbab-
wean said. This is the stan-
dard refrain of many citizens.
But it is hard to see signs of
any starvation or deprivation
in charming and modern
Harare, whose streets are
named after revolutionary
African leaders of the such
of Nelson Mandela, Kwame
Nkrumah and Sam Nujoma.
At its worst the city resem-
bles a socialist economy in
terminal decline rather than
# bread basket casc,

But the telltale signs of 4
deteriorating economy are
there for all w see — Jong
gueues for petrol and food
which the police have been
eportedly asked to disperse
because they create the
WICTE IMpression on visitors.
Inflation has shot up 1o

t of controd
s officially
Zimbabwean

} Zimbab-
the flouri-
rket. Even

government officialy ask i

as much

weean doll

seon be worthless and s
predicted to trade at one US
dotlar 1o 3.5 by the year
end. If you 2o out shopping
or dining at a restaurant you
will have to take wads of
notes 10 pay vour way
through. In a few years’ time
maybe you will have to take a
bank along!

People in Zimbabwe are
warm and friendly, and the
streets of Harare relatively
safe, certainly much safer
than Johannesburg where
you can get mugged or your
car can be looted any time of
the day. The security appara-
tus is visible on the strects
but never intrusive or oppre-
ssive. Evervhody is amazed
at the fuss the English ericket
team madc about the secu-
rity since it is a non-issue
here.

The Indian restaurants in
Harare are doing roaring
business, especially after the
Indian armada visited the
LowIL

Jaipur, the Indian restau-
rant at the Sunrise Sports
Club, in the Gujarati-majo-
rity enclave of Ridge View, is
throbbing with customers.
Spotted there were some
Men in Blue — Harbhajan
| Singh.,  Dinesh
Mongia and Parthiv Patel
sitling at on fe and the
Karnataka t t another,
They are quite at home here
and any suggestion that they
are under @ security threa
will be treated as a joke.

o]

(The  awhor 15 The
Statesman’s Mumbai-based
Special Representative. He i
ing the Cricket

Lo
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- Paris meet

PARIS, FEB. 20. The Franco-Afri-

can summit, which opened in

Paris on Thursday, was over-
shadowed by protests against
the presence of the Zimbab-
wean President, Robert Mu-
gabe, and the Ivory Coast
President, Laurent Gbagbo's
decision to stay away.

The French President, Jac-
ques Chirac, keen to cement his
reputation as a key player in di-
plomacy across Africa, told Afii-
can leaders on the eve of the
summit he was willing to step
up military training and equip-
ment to help regional peace-
keeping operations, officials
said.

The summit is being attend-
ed by heads of state and repre-
sentatives from 52 African states
— only Somalia, which has no
recognised government, was
not invited.

But Mr. Chirac’s efforts to
win influence across the conti-
nent, and not just in France’s
former African empire, carried
the price of protests by rights
campaigners against Mr. Mu-
gabe.

The Zimbabwean leader’s
visit also sparked a diplomatic
row between Britain and France
over European Union sanctions
against Zimbabwe. Mr. Mu-
gabe, who made no comment
as he arrived at his Paris hotel
on Wednesday, is under fire
from Western countries, which
have imposed travel and eco-
nomic sanctions since his re-

it by protests

The French President, Jacques Chirac (centre right), with
African Heads of State in Parls on Wednesday. — AP

election a year ago in what they
say was a flawed poll.

He accuses Britain and others
of “neo-colonijalism” in south-
ern Africa when they criticise,
among other issues, the forced
transfer of land from white
farmers to landless blacks.

France asked the E.U. to al-
low Mr. Mugabe to travel to the
two-day summit and got its way
despite objections from Britain,
the former colonial power,
which has led international crit-
icism of Mr. Mugabe’s human
rights record.

The British rights activist, Pe-
ter Tatchell, staged an anti-Mu-
gabe protest in front of the
Justice Ministry, where demon-
strators waved banners saying:
“Arrest Mugabe for torture”.

“It's a disgrace,” said Tom
Spicer of Zimbabhwa’e -

position Movement for Demo-
cratic Change (MDC), who said
he was tortured by Zimbabwean
police last year.

“Mugabe should be ostra-
cised from the internationai
community,” Mr. Spicer said.

Ten activists from French gay
rights group Act Up were arrest-
ed in a separate protest in front
of Mr. Mugabe’s hotel, a police
spokesman said. Mr. Mugabe
has likened homosexuals to
dogs.

The French Cooperation
Minister, Pierre-Andre Wiltzer,
who deals with overseas aid,
justified inviting Mr. Mugabe ,
saying it would be a platform to
engage him on human rights
concems. ‘“When you have
things to say, you should sa
them to each other fa/ce%

......
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Mugabe S e\t/T

PARIS, FEB. 19. Several dozen hu-
man rights protesters on
Wednesday demanded the ar-
-rest of the Zimbabwean Presi-
dent, Robert Mugabe, on
torture charges during his con-
tested visit to Paris for a Franco-
African summit.

The activists, one holding a
banner reading ‘Mugabe, mur-
derer,” said they were angry at
France for inviting the African
leader despite the European
Union banning his travel. Mr.
Mugabe flew into France on
Wednesday.

Activist Peter Tatchell, who
has spent three years trying to
bring Mr. Mugabe to triak said
he would file a complai
prosecutor to press
rest. — AP

S
Tsvangirai
faults Mbeki
on Mugabe

HARARE, FEB. 19. Zimbabwe's
main Opposition has written to
the Australian Prime Minister,
John Howard, to criticise South
Africa and Nigeria for support-
ing the President, Robert Mu-
gabe, in the Commonwealth
despite alleged rights abuses.
Australia, Nigeria and South
Africa belong to a troika com-
mittee within the Common-
wealth — grouping mostly
former British colonies — that is
in charge of deciding whether

sanctions imposed on Mr. Mu- [

gabe should continue.

The South African President,
Thabo Mbeki, and his Nigerian
counterpart, Olusegun Obasan-
jo, have advocated lifting the
sanctions, leaving Mr. Howard,
outnumbered.

“Through this diabolical act
of fellowship and solidarity with
a murderous dictatorship, Gen.
Obasanjo and Mr. Mbeki have
now openly joined Mugabe as
he continues to wage a relent-
less war against the people of
Zimbabwe,” the Opposition
leader, Morgan Tsvangirai, told
Mr. Howard in the letter, a copy
of which was e-mailed to Reu-
ters yesterday.

Zimbabwe was suspended
from the Commonwealth after
Mr. Mugabe’s victory in elec-
tions that Mr. Tsvangirai’s
Movement for Democratic
Change (MDC) and some West-
ern countries said were rigged.
The sanctions will expire on
March 19. “‘Pressure must con-
tinue to be piled on Mugabe
and his cronies until they real-
ise...the international commu-
nity will grant them neither the
temptation nor opportunity to
continue to perpetrate crimes
against the people of Zim-
babwe,” Mr. Tsvangirai said.

Mr. Mugabe has clashed with
the West over his seizure of
white-owned farms for redis-
tribution to landless blacks,
which critics say has led to dras-
tic food shortages. Mr. Mugabe
says the shortages are solely a
result of drought. — Reuters
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~Lift sanctions on
Zimbabwe: nge

JOHN CHIAHEMEN

Lagos, Feb. 11 (Reuters): Nige-
ria is calling for the lifting of
Commonwealth sanctions on
Zimbabwe and its readmission
to the organisation, and has the
support of South Africa, a senior
Nigerian official said today.

He said President Olusegun
Obasanjo had made the callina
letter he was sending to Aus-
tralian Prime Minister John
Howard, head of a special com-
mittee on Zimbabwe set up by
the Commonwealth, a 54-nation
grouping of mainly former
British colonies.

Obasanjo had the support of
South African President Thabo
Mbeki, the official, who asked
not to be named, told Reuters.

Australia, South Africa and
Nigeria form a “troika” mandat-
ed to review the Common-
wealth’s suspension of Zimbab-
we’s membership and sanctions
imposed on it last year after
President Robert Mugabe was
re-elected in a vote his main rival
and many Western nations say
was rigged.

“He (Obasafijo) is calling for

12 FEB 203

the removal of sanct ons and
the end of the suspension more
directly,” the presidency official
said. “He went to Zimbabwe last
week and met all sides. He then
talked to Mbeki and they decided
the best thing is to remove the
sanctions.”

Howard was due to meet
British Prime Minister Tony
Blair in London tomorrow.

Nigeria and South Africa had
earlier effectively killed off the
troika by cancelling a key meet-
ing next month, a senior Niger-
ian official said today.

“They decided between them-

that the meeting will not hold.
And as this was to be the last
meeting of the troika, its man-
date is effectively expired,” the
official said.

Western powers have isolat-
ed Mugabe because of the March
elections and his controversial
policies, including the seizure of
many White-owned farms for re-
distribution to landless Blacks.

The southern African coun-
try is gripped by its worst eco-
nomic crisis since independence
from Britain in 1980, with nearly
half of the nation’s 14 million

people facmg starvatlzr/l\' ?/

But both South Afripa and
Nigeria,. sub-Saharan Africa’s
most powerful and influential
nations, have been widely seen
as sympathetic to Mugabe, one of
Africa’s longest serving rulers.

They advocate a less con-
frontational approach to Zim-
babwe than Australia and
Britain in a dispute that has split
the Commonwealth roughly on
colour lines.

While Obasanjo has mediat-
ed between Britain and Zimbab-
we since Mugabe adopted his
policy of farm seizures, he has
privately accused Britain of fail-
ing to honour its commitments
to help Zimbabwe finance land
reform, Nigerian officials say.

Howard wanted Zimbabwe’s
suspension extended and had
said Harare had done nothing to
warrant being readmitted to the
body.

Howard said he would write
to all the other members of the
54-member Commonwealth to
recommend the suspension re-
mains in force until a full meet-
ingof the group in Nigeria in De-
cember.
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ADDIS ABABA, FEB. 3. Some 30
heads of state and top govern-
ment officials assembled in the
Ethiopian capital today for the
first summit meeting of the
fledgling African Union (AU),
which last year replaced the Or-
ganisation of African Unity.

They were immediately
urged to do more to build the
foundations of a more robust
AU, whose stated purpose is to
enhance the economic and po-
litical integration of a continent,
home to 800 million people,
and to forge a united continen-
tal voice on the world stage.

In his opening address, the
South African President and AU
Chairman, Thabo Mbeki, em-
phasised the importance of the
AU'’s Peace and Security Coun-
cil and the urgency of setting it
up.

“All of us are convinced that
this will help us respond more
effectively to move the entirety
of our continent to a situation
of peace and enhanced safety
and security for all our peo-
ples,” Mr. Mbeki told the sum-
mit.

“In this regard, I would like to
draw the attention of the As-
sembly to the fact the none of

The Libyan President, Moammar Gadhafi (left), talks to the
Ethioplan Prime Minister, Meles Zenawi, during the
inauguration of the African Unlon headquarters in
Addis Ababa on Monday. — AFP

our member states have ratified
the protocol that will enable us
to establish the Peace and Secu-
rity Council,” he added.

“I, therefore, urge all of you
to move expeditiously to ratify
this protocol so that we are able
to respond to the demand of the

Call to build more robust |
Afrlcan Union wﬁ/

o

masses of our people for
peace,” said Mr. Mbeki.

The AU head also noted that
the protocol for setting up a
pan-African Parliament had al-
so not been ratified by enough
member states to push the pro-
ject forward. — AFP




~Secret deal to facilitat

HARARE, Jan. 13. —Bvod;!
of the most senior figures in
Zimbabwe’s Zanu PF party |
have offered to deliver }§
President Mugabe’s resig- |
nation to secure a negotis ./
ated settlement of the coun-
try’s deepening CrlSlS, The ]
Times has learned. -« - M
The secret deal put ‘l Robert Mugabe
Morgan Tsvangirai, leader “that they believed Mr Mu-
of the Opposition Move- gabe had agreed.
ment for Democratic.. ....Whether the deal will go
Change, would also give Mr ahead remains unclear. Col-
Mugabe (78) immunityivienet/Lionel Dyck, a respec-
from prosecution and alloW +t¢dMhite former Zimbab-
him to go into exile abroaft iwean army officer who has
A government of national;adted as go-between, put
unity would run Zimbabwe the proposals to Mr Tsvan-
until new elections were - girai:before Christmas but
held in two years’ time. «. e initially condemned the
Sources connected to the: plan, apparently fearing a
Zanu PF leadership smid. trap. Mr Tsvangirai con-

-deal.”

firmed in.an interview. with

Mugabe exile abroad

| The Times that Mr Eminer-
-son Mnangagwa, the Spéek-

er of Parliament and num-
ber three in the Zanu PF hi-
erarchy, and General Vi-
talis Zvinavashe, command-
er of the armed forces, had
assured him that Mr Mu-
gabe would stand down as
the first step in the deal.

“Part of the deal would,
of course, include Mr Mu-
gabe resigning,” said Mr
Tsvangirai. “It is the critical
clement. As far as Mnan-
gagwa and Zvinavashe are
concerned, it’s part of the
Sources said Mr
Mnangagwa and General
Zvinavashe have already se-
cured assurances from Mr
Mugabe.

However, MDC today de-
nied reports it was involved
in the plot to exile Mr Mu-
gabe, adds AFP.
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«,President’s allies
\‘i"\ win Djibouti polls

DJIBQUTI, JAN. 11. Parties allied
with \the President have swept
Djibouti’s first multiparty legis-
lative elections, a vote seen as a
test of democracy for this Horn
of Africa nation.

The win strengthens the Pres-
ident, Ismael Omar Guelleh,
who has been under pressure
from foreign donors to reduce
i the government payroll and re-
form a patronage system that
favours ethnic Somalis from the
Issa clan.

The clan makes up about half
the country’s 700,000 popula-
tion.

The Interior Minister, Abdul-
kader Douleh Wais, said on Sat-
urday the bloc of four parties
known as the Union for the
Presidential Majority, or UMP,
won 62.7 per cent of the vote,
The four-party Opposition alli-
ance known as the Union for a
Democratic  Alternative re-
ceived 37.3 per cent.

The percentage for the UMP
in city of Djibouti, where more
than half of the country’s pop-
ulation lives, was just over 55
per cent.

Mr. Wais said 48 per cent of
the country’s 178,800 registered
voters turned out to vote. It was
the biggest percentage the Op-

Ahmed Dini Ahmed, former
rebel chlef and current leader
of the four-party Opposition
bloc Union for a Democratic
Alternative, casts his vote In

Dijibouti on Friday. — AP

position has ever won in the ti-
ny nation, which was a French
colony until 1977.

The impoverished nation is
strategically located at the
southern end of the Red Sea.
Because of its proximity to Ye-
men and Somalia, both believed
to be possible destinations for
al-Qaeda, it has become an im-
portant U.S. base in the anti-
terrorism campaign. — AP
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