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()\SS(\,% Velvet revolution in Georgia o

t is a pity that President Eduard Shevardnadze, once

Gorbachev’s right-hand man credited for doing his bit in
bringing the Cold War to an end, had to leave like this. After
having ruled Georgia for 11 years he was literally driven out
of the country’s parliament by opposition protesters and has
announced his resignation since. Protests had been conti-
nuous and mounting since the holding of parliamentary
elections on 2 November, which were rigged by the gov-
ernment, as admitted later by Tedo Dzhaparidze, Shevard-
nadze’s own security chief. Opposition had mobilised
around the issue of official corruption and the persistence of
mass poverty in a region that was once among the most
prosperous in the USSR. But it is praiseworthy that the
transfer of power has gone so far without bloodshed, which
had once appeared likely when Shevardnadze spoke of an
“armed coup”. N

Washington has extended a cadtious welcome to the
current acting president, opposition politician Nino Burd-
zhanadze, while Moscow sent an envoy, Georgian-born
foreign minister Igor Ivanov, to negotiate the transition.
Both powers have interests in Georgia, whose location is
strategic, on the new pipeline being built from Baku in oil-
rich Azerbaijan to Ceyhan on the Turkish Mediterranean
coast. If the Middle East becomes unstable this is where
Washington hopes alternative energy supplies will come
from, making it the second largest recipient per capita of
Washington’s largesse after Israel. If despite this aid and its
past prosperity more than half of Georgia’s population is
currently below the poverty line, that does speak poorly of
Shevardnadze’s economic management. Mikhail Saakas-
hvili, the main opposition leader, has played few cards
wrong so far. He was the principal organiser of the protests
but has called for calm following Shevardnadze’s resigna-
tion. If he is elected President, perhaps he can succeed
where Shevardnadze failed.
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‘Georgia faces collapse,

- é\\ﬁays rebel leader

Moscow, Dec. 3 (Reuters): The
leader of one of Georgia’s
restive regions said today the
former Soviet republic faced col-
lapse if its new leaders failed to
give up some of their “stolen”
power to the provinces.

Aslan Abashidze, the leader
of Georgia’s Black Sea Adzhara
region, said the planned new
Georgian elections since mass
protests toppled President Ed-
uard Shevardnadze last month
were a farce.

During a visit to Moscow, the
former Shevardnadze ally who
runs his region as a personal fief-
dom said he would not take part
as he had no time to prepare.

“If we want peace we have to
return to what went before.
Georgia was created from sepa-
rate, independent governments,
from historical regions — Abk-

hazia, Adzhara, Ossetia,”
Abashidze told a news confer-
ence,

“And we must return to that
formula... if we do not change
the policies all will end like it did
before,” he said, referring to
wars that shattered the country
in the early 1990s.

Georgia is scheduled to hold
presidential elections on Janu-

& : o
Leader of Georgia’s

autonomous Adzhara region
Aslan Abashidze. (AFP)

ary 4. A date for new parliamen-
tary elections has not been set.
“No one is ready for these
elections, the timing is too
quick... If we want to create a
new farce, then do it... They want
(an election) as quickly as possi-
ble to legitimise their power,”
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Abashidze said. “What took
place was a coup under the
threat of force. It was not a revo-
lution, neither velvet nor rose.”

Abashidze’s prolonged visit
to Russia has raised eyebrows
among Georgia’s new leaders,
who have accused Moscow of en-
couraging the three regions to
grab full independence.

Yesterday, the US issued a
thinly veiled warning to Russia
not to back the breakaway re-
gions and to support Georgia’s
territorial integrity.

The west hopes for stability
to ensure construction of a $2.5
billion oil pipeline to take Caspi-
an oil to the Mediterranean,
while Russia hopes to reassert
its dominance in the strategicre-
gion.

Georgia said yesterday it did
not expect to join Nato before the
end of the decade because it
would take at least that long to
repair the country’s crippled
economy and carry out military
reforms.

Defence minister David
Tevzadze said Tbhilisi would nev-
ertheless pursue its partnership
with the alliance and maintain
its contribution of troops to
Nato’s peacekeeping operations.
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" GEORGIAN FACADE

- (O W\
I t looks like the end of yet anoth\er con%unist epi-

logue. Mr Eduard Shevardnadze’s exit from Geor-

gia’s presidentship was a mix of déja vu, dignity
and disgrace. The latest elections were shamelessly
rigged, the culmination of years of patronage and clan
loyalties that had accreted around this veteran com-
munist potentate. But the coup was quite remarkably
civilized, with Mr Shevardnadze pulling off a resigna-
tion that salvages a degree of self-respect — given his
near-iconic status in Old Europe, particularly Ger-
many. (Nobody could deny his contribution to the fall
of the Berlin Wall and the end of the Cold War). In east-
ern Europe and among the Transcaucasian republics,
the transitions from communist, through democrat, to
despot have been disconcertingly fluid. Mr Shevard-
nadze’s fall encapsulates that familiar trajectory.

But the latest outbreak of democracy in Georgia
will be closely monitored by both Washington and
Moscow. In fact, a sort of Cold War is still being fought
over this republic. At the heart of this double vigil is
the combination of oil and terror. The Russians and
the Americans are both terribly interested in the
Caspian Sea oil pipeline, and the latter have been back-
ing Georgia’s governments and armed forces with men
and money. The Russians also want to go on using
Georgia as a base to fight the Chechens, and Russian
“peacekeepers” are believed to provide active support
to the separatists in Adzharia, whose opposition to the
new regime could even mean civil war in Georgia. Rus-
sia seems never to have fully accepted Georgia’s inde-
pendence, whereas the Americans may be looking to-
wards a regime change on the Serbian model. The lat-
ter back the opposition leader, Mr Mikhail
Saakashvili, and the pro-Western parliamentarian,
Ms Nino Burdzhanadze. Steering between Russia and
America, Georgia’s newest leaders are determined to
keep Europe and the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion as cherished goals. Yet this republic remains one
of the ten most corrupt countries in the world, quite
desperately poor, and crippled by chronic power and

water shortages. These are urgent enough reasong for
Georgians to retain their faith in democracy. //$0
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‘Georgia court invalidates
“fraudulent” ouster vote

Thilisi (Georgia): Georgia’s
highest court on Tuesday in-
validated a fraud-tainted par-
liamentary vote that sparked
the peaceful ouster of Presi-
dent Eduard Shevardnadze.
The supreme court’s deci-
sion means that the old par-
liament will remain in place
until new elections are held.
The parliament had already
scheduled a session later on
Tuesday to set the date for a
new presidential election.
Parliamentary  speaker
Nino Burdzhanadze, who is
serving as Georgia’s acting
president, has said that the
new election should be held
within 45 days. Her state-
ment came even as the West
hailed and Russia frowned
over the manner of change in
the former Soviet Republic.

]

The interim Georgian president Nino Burdzhanadze makes
her first address to the nation in Thbilisi on Monday.

The European Commission,
the European Union’s execu-
tive branch, praised the
bloodless nature of the
protests that forced Mr She-
vardnadze out from power.

In Thilisi, the Organisa-
tion for Security and Cooper-
ation in Europe (OSCE) offi-
cial who oversaw the disput-
ed vote met with Ms Bur-
dzhanadze to discuss upcom-
ing polls.

“Georgia has arrived at a
moment .in history when it
can move forward rapidly to
become one of the major
democratic nations in the re-
gion,” Bruce George said af-
ter the meeting.

Ms Burdzhanadze said the
new leadership wanted to
“Kkeep to our foreign policy, to
improve our relations with
Russia and other neighbours
and to keep the stability in-
side the country.”

THE TINES or- INCIA

“Our goal is to be a mem-
ber of the European family, a
member of the Euro-Atlantic
alliance. We would like to
keep up our strategic part-
nership with the United
States, which has done a lot
for our country,” she said. In
a televised appearance, Ms
Burdzhanadze described the
nation’s situation in dire
terms, and appealed for calm.

“It’s important to maintain
order and have the country
work as usual,” she said. We
must hold elections without
any excesses. The country is
in a difficult situation. The
economy is in crisis.”

Another opposition leader,
Mikhail Saakashvili, the US-
educated lawyer who is seen
as the most likely candidate
to succeed Mr Shevardnadze,
warned on Tuesday that
there was still a potential for
violence. agencies

s
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GEORGIA / STRONG PRESSURE: PUTIN

> New leader ,
for close ties

with Russia

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, Nov. 24. The Russian
President, Vladimir Putin, today
voiced concern that the Geor-
gian President, Eduard She-
vardnadze, had resigned under
“strong pressure”, even as anal-

The Georgian Interim
President,

Nino Burdzhanadze, in her

Parliament office in Tbilisi

on Monday. — AFP

ysts pointed to American hand
in the events in the neighbour-
ing ex-Soviet state in the Cauca-
sus.

Saying that Mr. Shevard-
nadze was not a dictator, Mr.
Putin said: “Therefore, we feel
legitimate concern that the
change of power in Georgia has
taken place against the back-
ground of strong pressure of the
use of force. Those who orga-
nise and encourage such ac-
tions will bear responsibility
before the people of Georgia.”

Russian politicians and anal-
ysts accused the U.S. of master-
minding the ouster of the
Georgian President. “America
has reared and pestered the Op-
position leaders,” the head of
the State Duma foreign rela-
tions committee, Dmitry Rogo-
zin, told Russian television.

Analysts point out that the
U.S. backed the Opposition’s
claim that the Nov. 2 Parlia-
mentary poll in Georgia was
rigged and was the first to rec-
ognise the interim leader, Nino
Burdzhanadze, and offer eco-

nomne v gy

-
U8 S

l

nomic aid.

Ms. Burdzhanadze, Speaker
of the outgoing Parliament, on
Sunday took over as Acting
President after Mr. Shevard-
nadze stepped down in the face
of massive protests against the ;
officially declared victory of a
pro-government party in the
vote. Under the Constitution,
Presidential elections must be
held within 45 days. The Rus-
sian Foreign Minister, Igor Iva-
nov, left Georgia today after
failing to mediate a compro-
mise settlement of the crisis
that would allow Mr. Shevard-
nadze to stay until the Presiden-
tial and new Parliamentary
elections. Mr. Ivanov was, how-
ever, praised by all sides for fa-
cilitating a peaceful transfer of
power in Georgia. ~

In her first official statement
as Acting President, Ms. Burdz-
hanadze said Georgia would
“continue its course of early in-
tegration into Furopean and At-
lantic structures,” while at the
same time trying to maintain
“good relations” with Russia.

Commenting on the ouster of
Mr. Shevardnadze, the Russian
President said it had not come
to him as a surprise. “The
change of power in Georgia is a
logical result of a series of grave
mistakes in domestic, foreign
and ecenomic policy of the for-
mer leadership,” Mr. Putin told
a Cabinet meeting on Monday.
He issued a veiled warning to
Georgia’s new leadership not to
repeat Mr. Shevardnadze’s mis-
takes in taking his country to-
wards the West and away from
Russia. i

“Georgia’s foreign policy had |
been conducted without due re-
gard for the deep cultural and
historic roots of the Georgian
people and without reference to
geopolitical realities,” Mr. Putin
said.

Noting that relations between
Russia and Georgia have been
‘difficult’ recently, he called on
Georgia's new leaders to “do ev-
erything possible to restore the
tradition of friendship between
our countries”.
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hevardnadze resigns

AN ERA ENDS: A boy waves as he sits on a fence in front of a huge Opposition flag

hanging on Mr Eduard Shevardnadze's residence in Thilisi on Sunday. — AFP

_Agence France Presse

TBILISI, Nov. 23. — Georgia’s vet-
eran President Mr  Eduard
Shevardnadze resigned tonight to
scenes of wild jubilation in the
streets of Thilisi, as the man who
helped end the Cold War was forced
to step down after weeks of angry
protests.

A senior Opposition figure also
announced tonight that a presiden-
tial election will be held in Georgia
in 45 days.

“Under the constitution, a presi-
dential election should be held with-
in 45 days,” Mr Zurab Zhvaniya, a
former Speaker of parliament, said
in televised comments.

Mr Shevardnadze handed over
power to former parliament Speaker
Ms Nino Burjanadze in the climax to
mounting protests after a disputed 2
November parliamentary poll that
tapped into widespread dissatisfac-
tion with his rule.

As thousands of protesters shout-
ed, cheered and danced to celebrate

— -

THE STATESMAN

the news, Georgian television
reported the presidential plane was
waiting at the tarmac of the capital’s
airport.

“President Shevardnadze has
resigned,” Opposition leader Mr
Mikhail Saakashvili said on Rustavi-
2 television as he announced Ms
Burjanadze’s appointment as acting
President. “He has taken a manly
step by leaving office without
spilling any blood.”

Just betore, inside his residence
outside Tbilisi where Mr Shevar-
dnadze had agreed to resign after
meeting the Opposition leaders alo-
ng with Russian foreign minister Mr
Igor Ivanov, he cut a lonely figure.

Asked by reporters who he was
handing power over to, the 75-year-
old Mr Shevardnadze, who was once
the darling of the West, replied:
“That is no longer any of my con-
cern.” “I am leaving. I have never
betrayed my people and that’s why I
think that as President I should sub-
mit my resignation,” he said.

Asked by reporters where he

would go, he replied “Home.” Mr
Shevardnadze, who was forced to
flee to his residence outside Tbilisi
yesterday after angry protestors
stormed the parliament, had sought
to defuse the crisis today by promis-
ing talks on new parliamentary and
presidential elections.

But Mr Saakashvili said the coun-
try’s army and security forces had
already abandoned Mr
Shevardnadze, who was due to end
his second term in 2005, and called
on him to step down immediately
and go into exile.

The Opposition has charged that
the parliamentary elections which
returned Mr Shevardnadze’s gov-
ernment to power were rigged, and
alleged that the President had
allowed corruption to flourish
unchecked.

The EU, the Russian and US gov-
ernments coordinated international
efforts to end the political crisis in
Georgia peacefully, as Russia’s for-
eign minister Mr Ivan Ivanov shut-
tled between Mr Shevardnadze and
the Opposition tonight.

At one point the Opposition
threatened to march on his resi-
dence outside the capital.

World leaders tonight called for a
peaceful handover of power in
Georgia as Mr Shevardnadze
stepped down as President.

“We wanted this crisis to be solved
peacefully and it seems that the situ-
ation has gone in that direction,”
EU spokeswoman Ms Cristina
Gallach said.

“We want a non-violent handover,
to be done in a negotiated manner,”
she added, warning “the situation
remains extremely volatile”.

Britain called for “calm” and “dia-
logue” while the Commonwealth of
Independent States, a loose group-
ing of former Soviet republics, was
critical, perhaps fearing a ripple
effect from Mr Shevardnadze’s res-

ignation. //
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GEORGIA / SHEVARDNADZE BOWS TO OPPOSITION PROTESTERS

N
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‘Burdzhanadze to take over in Georgia’

TBILSL, NOV. 23. Georgia’s Oppo-
sition leaders said today Nino
Burdzhanadze, Speaker of the
outgoing parliament, would be-
come acting head of state fol-
lowing the resignation of
veteran President, Eduard
Shevardnadze.

Ms. Burdzhanadze would
“replace” the 75-year-old lead-
er, the Opposition leader, Mik-
hail Saakashvili, said when he
emerged from Mr. Shevard-
nadze’s residence tonight.

Earlier, Mr. Shevardnadze
announced that he had quit,
bowing to Opposition protes-
ters who stormed parliament
declaring a “velvet revolution”
and demanding his resignation.

Speaking on television, Mr.
Shevardnadze said: “I am going
home.” When asked who would
be the next president of Geor-
gia, he said: “It is not my busi-
ness.” A

His resignation followed talks
with the Russian Foreign Minis-
ter, Igor Ivanov, Mr. Saakashvili
" and fellow Opposition activist,
Zurab Zhvania, at his suburban
residence.

A presidential plane was
waiting on the tarmac at Thilisi
airport, local television said.

Tens of thousands of Opposi-
tion supporters massed outside
parliament exploded in raptu-
rous celebrations at the news
Mr. Shevardnadze had quit.

Mr. Saakashvili had called on
supporters to march on to Mr.
Shevardnadze’s residence to
force him to resign, after a
three-week protest campaign
against alleged fraud in a No-
vember 2 parliamentary elec-
tion.

Mr. Shevardnadze had said
earlier in the day he was ready
to discuss key Opposition de-
mands, including an early presi-

Interior Ministry servicemen greet Opposition leaders in the

,(\Vf \D\ 00 \

X o I

Parliament yard in Thilisi on Sunday. — Reuters

dential poll, but opponents said
it was too late for talks.

His resignation occurred
amid signs that some of the se-
curity forces were moving over
to the Opposition side.

Mr. Saakashvili, when asked
whether he was ready for talks,
said: “It’s too late.”

It was Opposition charges
that Mr. Shevardnadze rigged
the parliamentary election that
set off the protests threatening
to end 11 years of his increas-
ingly unpopular rule.

Mr. Shevardnadze, who offi-
cially had 18 months left in of-
fice, had been widely blamed
for the country’s grinding pov-
erty. Protesters seized the par-

THE HINDU

liament building yesterday. As
with the “people power” pro-
tests that swept Eastern Europe
in 1989, the military stood aside.
Mr. Shevardnadze was forced to
flee.

“Shevardnadze’s regime is
bankrupt. His time has been ex-
hausted,” said Mr. Saakashvili,
a 35-year-old U.S.-trained law-
yer groomed by Mr. Shevard-
nadze, 75.

Mr. Shevardnadze looked ex-
hausted and nervous when he
faced the cameras on Sunday to
meet Mr. Ivanov. The Presi-
dent’s own inner circle looked
divided.

Groups of soldiers swore alle-
giance to the Opposition

9 4 NCV P03

throughout the day, but there
was no way of knowing how
widespread the defections were.

A group of up to 200 men and
women, saying they were mem-
bers of the National Guard,
joined the Opposition
supporters.

A National Guard command-
er said that 120 of his soldiers
had pledged allegiance to the
Opposition-appointed interim
president. The independent
Rustavi-2 television station
broadcast footage of the troops,
who are part of the Defence
Ministry, joining the Opposition
rally in front of the parliament.
— AFP, Reuters, AP
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Shevardnadze declares Emergency,

.
Q/\

TBILISI, Nov. 22.
Opposition supporters broke
into Georgia’s parliament
today, scuffling with law-
makers and forcing President
Mr Eduard Shevardnadze to
flee as thousands of protest-
ers outside demanded his
resignation.

Mr Shevardnadze said he
was introducing a state of
Emergency, and parliamen-
tary Speaker Ms Nino
Burdzhanadze declared her-
self acting President.

“I will not resign. I will
resign when the presidential
term expires, according to
the constitution,” Mr
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Shevardnadze said before his
car, accompanied by armed
guards in riot gear, pulled
away from the parliament
building. His office later
called the Opposition’s acti-
ons an “armed state coup.”

Independent Rustavi-2
television said that the
President was taken to the
Kodzhori special forces train-
ing centre of the defence
ministry. Later other televi-
sion stations said that the
President went to a govern-
ment residence in Krtsanisi
on the outskirts of Thilisi.

“l am now announcing a
state of Emergency,” Mr
Shevardnadze said in a tele-
vised statement, apparently

Speaker 1s acting President ¢
q

\

\
broadcast from there. “Ordér
will be restored and th
criminals will be punished.”
He said that both the interi-
or and defence ministry
troops will be involved.

Mr Koba Narchemashvili,

the Georgian interior minis- |

ter, at Mr Shevardnadze’s
side, said on television that
he would obey all the
President’s orders.

“The velvet revolution has
taken place in Georgia,” Mr
Mikhail' Saakashvili - 8aid,
referring to the practically
bloodless 1989 uprising
which ousted the Communis-
ts from Czechoslovakia and
brought dissident playwright
Vaclav Havel to power.




' Stalemate

+ in Georgia» "

TBILISI (GEORGIA), NOV. 19. Backers
of a party opposing calls for the
Georgian President, Eduard She-
vardnadze’s resignation gath-
ered in front of Georgia's
Parliament for a second day on
Wednesday, while the leader of
the anti-Shevardnadze camp re-
portedly tried to bring support-
ers from the provinces to the
capital.

The Revival party has argued
with Mr. Shevardnadze in the
past but is even more at odds
with the Opposition leader, Mik-
hail Saakashvili.

On Tuesday, it began its rally
at Parliament, where anti-She-
vardnadze groups had conduct-
ed daily protests the previous
week.

On Wednesday, about 1,000
gathered outside the building
and one of Revival's leaders said
the party would continue its vigil
in front of Parliament. “We are

continues

«\J
against violence, extremism| civ-
il disobedience,” said Tsotn¢ Ba-
kuria, the head of Reviyal’s
Thilisi cell.

Buses, apparently those which
had brought Revival supporters
to the capital from its heartland |
in the Black Sea province of Adz-
haria, blocked the capital’s main
avenue in front of Parliament,
provoking irritated horn blasts
from drivers forced to make de-
tours.

Aiming to avoid a clash with
Revival, Mr. Saakashvili said he
had asked opposition supporters
to stay away from Parliament on
Tuesday.

Irakli Tsereteli, the head of a
smailer Opposition party, said
on Wednesday that Mr. Saakash-
vili made a “big strategic mis-
take” by leaving the spot which
had served as the main Opposi-
tion forum. — AP
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Call for CIVI|

TBILISI, NOV. 15. A massive pro-
test rally aimed at forcing the
Georgian President, Eduard
Shevardnadze’s resignation,
dispersed peacefully on Friday
night, but an Opposition lead-
er called on his followers to
' begin a campaign of civil dis-
| obedience to press their de-
mands. Mr. Shevardnadze
warned before the rally, which

THE Bl by

d/isobedlence m Georgia

brought aboll %00 people
to Thilisi, that the climate of
confrontation “may develop
into a civil war.”

A prominent politician sup-
porting him said the demon-
strations this week bore a
worrisome resemblance to the
autumn of 1991, when ten-
sions boiled over into violence
that left more than 70 people

dead and sparked a coup
against Mr. Shevardnadze’s
predecessor. Mikhail Saakash-
vili, the most visible of the Op-
position figures, urged rally
participants to avoid provoca-
tive actions, but as the gather-
ing broke up, he declared, “We
are announcing an action of
overall civil disobedience until
Shevardnadze resigns.” — AP

-

| 6 NCV 703




Natlon on brink of civil *¥

e\

war, warns Shevardnadze

Thilisi: Georgian Presﬁdent Eduxcx}‘d Shevard-

nadze warned the country was in danger of
slipping into civil war as thousands of pro-
testers were due to converge on the capital,
Thilisi, on Friday to demand his resignation.
A week of protests, sparked by a parlia-
mentary election which opposition parties
claim was rigged, is expected to reach a cli-
max late on Friday after an opposition leader
called on all five million of his countrymen
to join a demonstration in the capital, Thilisi.
In an empassioned plea broadcast on na-
tional television, Mr Shevardnadze urged the
people not to respond to the
call. “I make this warning:
Today there will be an action
but it will not be some sort of
theatrical presentation. It is
all very serious. It is all lead-
ing to civil war. It could be the
beginning of the end,” he
said. “I appeal to everyone:
get on with your own affairs,
stay calm, take youself in
hand, in the name of our
homeland. Everyone is
against confrontation. 1 am
warning that this is very dan-
gerous. I appeal to the other side and warn
them: bad things could happen. While I am
the lawful president of Georgia I will not al-
low a division of the people and civil war.”
In the strongest indication yet that Mr She-
vardnadze is ready to use force to keep order,
Mr Shevardnadze said: “The military are

THE TIMES OF INDIA

Georgian President

Eduard Shevardnadze
gestures as he
addresses the nation
on Friday.

read today to d@everything to (defend) theit
homeland.” Mr Shevardnadze, a former So-
viet foyeign minister, who has dominated po-
i ife in Georgia for near-

ly threk decades, also dug in
his heels over opposition de-
mands for his resignation. “I
will not resign,” he said.
“That would be irresponsible
on my part. When the time
comes I will go on my own ac-
cord but in this situation of
uncertainty, it is not going to
Reuters happen_”

The protests have
already left 75-year-
i1 old Shevardnadze—
who is deeply un-
popular because of
widespread corrup-
tion and poverty in
Georgia— fighting
for his political sur-
vival. They have
also revived uncom-
fortable memories
of acivil war which
wracked the turbu-
lent republic in the early
1990s. Georgia’s political tur-
moil is a headache for West-
ern investors, who are build-
ing a pipeline to export Caspi-
an Sea oil to world fmarkets,
via Georgia. are
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‘Georgia edges ¢

TBILISI (GEORGIA), NOV. 12. Georgia inched closer to
civil war on Tuesday as Interior Ministry troops
were ordered into the heart of the capital, Tbilisi,
and Eduard Shevardnadze, the embattied Presi-
dent, denounced Opposition leaders.

Outside Parliament, thousands of angry pro-
testers gathered for a fourth day, swearing de-
fiance. Many were waving images of St George,
their patron saint.

A source close to the President said: “Consid-
ering the hot mood around the country, it’s pos-
sible there will be a second civil war.” The
country slipped into civil war in the early 1990s.

The latest crisis erupted after the Opposition
accused the government of systematic vote-rig-
ging in a parliamentary poll held on November 2.
International monitors supported their claims.

Thousands of protesters, including many
housewives and pensioners, blocked traffic on
Tuesday on Tbilisi’s main throroughfare, Rusta-
veli Street.

loser to civil war

LRI AR efs
“We came here because we've simply had
enough,”’ said Maya Kistauri, a 39-year-old
housewife, who was among a group of six moth-
ers huddled against the autumnal cold.
“Thaven’t had any child support since Septem-
ber and even then it was only 15 dollars. How can
I feed three children on that?”” Rusudan Kik-
nadze, a 46-year-old mother-of-five, said: “My
husband died seven years ago and I survive by
giving occasional language lessons to children.
Look around you at the McDonalds restaurants,
the cinemas and the cafes. They're not here for
us. Not one of my children has ever been inside
them. I'm from Thilisi but I feel like a refugee.”
Even if Mr Shevardnadze orders a crackdown,
it is far from clear if it would succeed. The coun-
try’s 14,000-strong army is disillusioned. On
Monday, trains carrying soldiers from the north
of the country towards the capital were blocked
by villagers who laid logs across the tracks. —
©Telegraph Group Limited, London, 2003




