- C'wealth split overZ

JOHANNESBURG, D¢t A The onwealth
was today split wide apart over Zlmbabwe, with south-
ern African members blasting those who voted to pro-
long its suspension as “dismissive, intolerant and rigid”
and warning that the body’s unity was at stake.

Twelve Commonwealth members who also belong to
the 14-nation Southern African Development
Community expressed “displeasure and deep concern
with the dismissive, intolerant and rigid attitude” of
members who had taken a hard line.

Although the statement did not name the members, such
countries would include Australia and Britain. The SADC
statement said their position was backed by an unspecified

number of other members, — AFP -
P
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Zimb;;ib\gve its
Commonwealth

T Bt

Harare: Zimbabwe slammed the{dodfon
the Commonwealth after
the 54-nation group of
mainly former British
colonies announced it
was prolonging Zimbab-
we’s suspension from the
club.

“Zimbabwe has with-
drawn its membership
from the Commonwealth
with immediate effect,” the government
said in a statement.

“This is unacceptable. This is it. It
(Zimbabwe) quits and quits it will be,”
the information ministry quoted Presi-
dent Robert Mugabe as telling the presi-
dents of Nigeria, South Africa and Ja-
maica when they telephoned him to tell
him of the Commonwealth’s decision.

- The information ministry said in a
statement the three leaders had tried to
persuade Mr Mugabe to keep his south-
ern African country within the group
but Mr Mugabe had said the extension of
Zimbabwe’s suspension was unaccept-
able.

“In response, President Mugabe indi-
cated to each of the three leaders that the
decision was unacceptbale, as ... Zimbab-
we would settle for nothing short of (the)
removal of the Commonwealth suspen-
sion and agenda,” the statement said.
During the summit, members of the so-
called “white Commonwealth”, includ-
ing Britain which advocated a tough line
on Zimbabwe, locked horns with coun-
tries such as South Africa which wanted
it to be reinstated immediately. agencies
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ABUJA SUMMIT / ZIMBABWE QUITS COMMONWEALTH

Harare comes down on
%, U.K., ‘white allies’ .~

HARARE\BUJA DEC. 8. The Zim-
babwean President, Robert Mu-
gabe’s ruling party railed at
Britain and its “‘white allies” to-
day saying they had forced Zim-
babwe into a no-win situation
which had left it with no choice
but to pull out of the Common-
wealth.

“Whatever our detractors
and critics are saying, for us this
is like an escape from hell be-
cause Britain and its white allies
have turned the Common-
wealth into a Zimbabwe lynch-
ing club,” Didymus Mutasa,
external affairs secretary of Mr.
Mugabe’s ZANU-PF party, told
Reuters.

The group of 54 mostly for-
mer British colonies renewed
Zimbabwe’s suspension yester-
day, demanding that Harare
-seek reconciliation with the Op-
position and respect human
rights, prompting a furious Mr.
Mugabe to carry out a threat to
withdraw.

Zimbabwe was suspended
early last year on the grounds
that Mr. Mugabe (79), who has
ruled the country since inde-
pendence in 1980, rigged his re-
election in 2002 and persecuted
his opponents.

Commonwealth leaders said
they regretted Mr. Mugabe’s re-
sponse. Membership in the
Commonwealth confers politi-
cal prestige on an international
stage for poor nations and some
modest trade and aid benefits.
Members see exclusion from
the “gentleman’s club”, which
highly values cordial diploma-
cy, as an insul

But ZANU-PF’s Mutasa was

A woman reads a newspaper declaring Zimbabwe's
withdrawal from the Commonwealth, in Harare
on Monday. — Reuters

non-plussed by what he saw as
the Commonwealth’s ‘hypocri-
sy’. “We withdraw our member-
ship and they say we are wrong
and we should stay, but stay
suspended so that they can de-
monise our government,” he
said. Zimbabwe’s main Opposi-
tion party said today that Mr.
Mugabe’s decision to leave the
Commonwealth was illegal and
urged the world to help bring
back democracy to the impov-
erished nation.

“The decision to withdraw
from the Commonwealth was
taken without cabinet approval
in terms of the Constitution of
Zimbabwe and is therefore un-
lawful,” said the secretary-gen-
eral of the Movement for
Democratic Change (MDC),
Welshman Ncube. Mr. Ncube’s

statement said all that “the in-
ternational community and the
people of Zimbabwe require
Mugabe to do is to restore ... the
right to elect a government of
their choice free from intimida-
tion, violence and electoral
fraud. Mugabe still wants ?(I
play politics at the expense

the people,” it added.

The decision was a ‘‘knee-
jerk reaction” by Mr. Mugabe,
said an MDC spokesman in
Abuja.

“We all knew that is how he
would react, in a knee-jerk
manner. After all, this is a man
who specialises in the destruc-
tion of his own country, so
we're not surprised that this is
the step that he has taken,” he
said in an interview with the
BBC. — Reuters/AFP
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quits, blames
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it on Britain

Harare/Abuja, Dec. 8
(Reuters): President Robert Mu-
gabe’s ruling party railed at
Britain and its “white allies”
today, saying they had forced
Zimbabwe into a no-win situa-
tion which had left it with no
choice but to pull out of the Com-
monwealth.

“Whatever our detractors
and critics are saying, for us this
is like an escape from hell be-
cause Britain and its white allies
have turned the Commonwealth
into a Zimbabwe lynching club,”
Didymus Mutasa, external af-
fairs secretary of Mugabe’s
Zanu-PF party said.

The group of 54 mostly for-
mer British colonies renewed
Zimbabwe’s suspension yester-
lay, demanding that Harare seek
reconciliation with the Opposi-
tion and respect human rights,
prompting a furious Mugabe to
carry out a threat to withdraw.

Zimbabwe was suspended
early last year on the grounds
that Mugabe, 79, who has ruled
the country since independence
in 1980, rigged his re-election in
2002 and persecuted his oppo-
nents.

Commonwealth leaders said
they regretted Mugabe’s re-
sponse, with British foreign sec-
retary Jack Straw warning it
would hurt Zimbabwe’s people
the most.

“It’s entirely in character,
sadly, with President Mugabe,”
Straw said. “I think it’s a deci-
sion which he, and particularly
the Zlmbabwean people, will

-.come to regret,” he added.

Membership in the Common-
wealth confers political prestige
on an international stage for
poor nations and some modest
trade and aid benefits. Members
see exclusion from the “gentle-
man’s club”, which highly val-
ues cordial diplomacy, as an in-
sult. But Zanu-PF’s Mutasa was
nonplussed by what he saw as
the Commonwealth’s “hypocri-
sy”. “We withdraw our member-
ship and they say we are wrong
and we should stay, but stay sus-
pended so that they can de-
monise our government,” he
said.

THE TELEGRAPH

Australian Prime Minister
John Howard noted, however,
that it was not the first with-
drawal from the Commonwealth
nor was it irreversible. “Nothing
is permanent,” said Howard,
who took a hard line against Mu-
gabe. “You have to have consis-
tent standards in these matters.”

Talks on Zimbabwe dominat-
ed a four-day Commonwealth
summit in the Nigerian capital
Abuja which closed today, caus-
ing the worst split since South
Africa’s apartheid policies in the
1970s and 1980s and dividing
members roughly on colour
lines.

Commonwealth leaders
spent three days carefully craft-
ing a face-saving declaration,
Wthh did not mention the word

“suspension”.

It only talked of the hope for
Zimhabwe’s return on condition
that it engage in political recon-
ciliation and stick to Common-
wealth principles including re-
spect for human rights.

Most of Zimbabwe’s backers,
including South Africa, declined
to comment on its decision to
withdraw, but one key ally,
Mozambique President Joaquim
Chissano, told reporters on en-
tering the summit’s final meet-
ing: “We are upset.”

Australian Prime Minister
John Howard in Abuja. (Reuters)
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41 D By Vladimir Radyuhin}1 -
MOSCOW, DEC. 6. The Russian President, Vla-
dimir Putin, looks set to tighten his grip on
power as a result of parliamentary poll on
Sunday, with his loyalists heading for a
strong majority in the new State Duma, the
Lower House of the Russian Parliament.

A suicide bomb attack on a commuter
train near Chechnya on Friday, which
claimed 42 lives and injured 220 people,
cast a dark shadow on the Sunday vote, but
is unlikely to influence its outcome. United
Russia party, a brainchild of the Kremlin, is
predicted to come out a big winner in the
election and sideline the main Opposition
Communist Party, which has won all the
previous parliamentary polls in post-Soviet
Russia on party list vote. Half the 450 seats
in the State Duma are allocated by party
lists, the other half by single-mandate dis-
tricts. Out of 23 parties and blocs in the fray,
only four to six are likely to clear the 5-

percent vote hurdle to get into Parliament.

United Russia, created by the Kremlin
just months before the last parliamentary
election in 1999, came slightly behind Com-
munists four years ago, capturing more
than 23 per cent of the vote and together
with allies controlled more than half the
seats in the outgoing legislature. This time
the pro-Kremlin party is tipped to win twice
as many seats as Communists and with
some horse-trading might even win a two-
thirds majority. This will give Mr. Putin ab-
solute control over the Lower House in the
run-up to presidential elections next
March.

The most remarkable thing about the
United Russia success is that the party has
no ideology, apart from declaring unques-
tioned support for the President, Vladimir
Putin. “We're with the President. Vote for
us!” is the main election slogan of United
Russia, which is led by two senior Cabinet
Ministers and has among its members half

THE HINDU

the regional governors and a generous pro-
portion of federal and local bureaucrats.

It is the President’s enormous popularity
that carries United Russia to victory. Ac-
cording to a November poll, 78 per cent of
Russians trust Mr. Putin and 81 per cent
feel positively toward him. Mr. Putin has
thrown his support behind United Russia,
describing it as the party on which he has
relied during his four years in power.

Declining support for the Communist
Party would look strange, given a distinct
shift to the left in public mood as registered
by pollsters, had it not been for the fact that
Mr. Putin and United Russia have hijacked
the slogans of the Communists, calling for a
more fair distribution of the country’s nat-
ural-resource wealth and a crackdown on
runaway corruption. Opinion surveys show
that the most popular candidate for Presi-
dent among the Communist Party’s electo-
rate is not its leader, Gennady Zyuganov,
but Mr. Putin.
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“Commonwealth: no change

position on Pakistan: Sinh

By Amit Baruah

ABUJA (NIGERIA), DEC. 5. There has
been no change in the
Commonwealth Ministerial

Action Group position on

Pakistan since the Group’s last
meeting on September 26-27
in New York, the External
Affairs Minister, Yashwant
Sinha; said ab@ the CMAG . -
meeting on Thursday.

Mr. Sinha, who represented
India at the meeting on the
eve of the Commonwealth
summit, said that the Group
acknowledged there had been
no progress since September
on addressing the Legal
Framework Orders (LFOs) and
an agreement on the issue
being passed by Pakistan’s
Parliament. Since there had
been no change in the
situation on the LFOs issue,
the CMAG decided to stick to
its formulation adopted in
September, Mr. Sinha said.

The Minister was at pains to
emphasise that India did not

THE HINDU

look at Pakistan as a “bilateral
issue” in the CMAG, whose
deliberations were part of a

" multilateral consensus.

The Pakistan question also
came up during a bilateral
meeting the Prime Minister,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, had with
his Australian counterpart,
John Howard, today. Mr.
-Vajpayee told Mr. Howard that
even as Pakistan dealt with the
issue of infiltration, it had to
dismantle the infrastructure of
terrorism. The question of
changing of names by terrorist

4 DEC 7003
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groups and the s }fting o
camps by them would have to
be addressed.

At the same time, Mr.
Vajpayee informed Mr.
Howard of his determination
to carry forward the peace
process with Pakistan. Mr.
Howard felt that cross-border
terrorism had to end before
relations between Ipdia g
Pakistan could begy
normal. L

On meeting Miisharraf:
Page 11, Division over
Zimbabwe: Page 15




~~Commonwealth

By Amit Baruah “D ’

ABUJA, DEC. 5. The Zimbabwe
shadow loomed large over the
Commonwealth Heads of Gov-
ernment Meeting (CHOGM)
that opened in this new Niger-
ian capital on Friday morning as
leaders made general references
to the importance of democracy
and human rights at the inau-
gural ceremony.

Soon after the inaugural, the
Nigerian President, Olesegun
Obasanjo, in a restricted session
with heads of delegation, took
up the key issues of Zimbabwe
and the election of a new Secre-
tary-General of the Common-
wealth. The former Sri Lankan
Foreign Minister, Lakshman Ka-
dirgamar, and the incumbent,
Don McKinnon, are in the race.

The External Affairs Minister,
Yashwant Sinha, told pressper-
sons that Jamaica, South Africa,
Australia, Canada and India had
been appointed to a six-mem-
ber group after discussions by
Mr. Obasanjo to take up Zim-
babwe and report back to the
Commonwealth summit ses-
sion on Saturday.

India, Mr. Sinha stressed, had
been of the view that the Com-
monwealth should not be divid-
ed on ethnic and racial lines.

THE HINDU

Zimbabwe, he sald, éh 1d
abide by the Harare pijnciples
(1991) even as India wanted to
develop consensus within the
Commonwealth on the issue.

Asked if 24 hours was too
short a time for this group of six
to reach a consensus on such a
divisive issue, Mr. Sinha said:
“Let us see.” Asked whether In-
dia supported Mr. Kadirgamar’s
candidature, he said India
would wait for discussions on
the Secretary-General’s election
scheduled for late Friday.

Several African nations,
meanwhile, have said they will
press for Zimbabwe’s readmis-
sion into the Commonwealth.
On Wednesday, the President of
Zambia, Levy Mwanawasa, said
he would lead a campaign to
ensure Zimbabwe’s re-admis-
sion.

“Zambia does not support
the continued suspension of
Zimbabwe [and] we will raise
the matter so that the suspen-
sion is lifted,” he stated. The
President of Malawi, Bakili Mu-
luzi, has claimed that the exclu-
sion of Zimbabwe would hurt
only Zimbabweans and not Mr.
Mugabe.

“We do not believe that the
continued isolation of Zim-
babwe is delivering the desired

divi

d over Zimbabwe

result,” the President of Mo-
zambique, Joaquim Chissano,
who heads the African Union,
told presspersons.

But the British Prime Minis-
ter, Tony Blair, showed littie
flexibility of approach. “The key
thing is to maintain the suspen-
sion of Zimbabwe from the
Commonwealth because that
sends the right signal of strong
disapproval for what is happen-
ing in Zimbabwe at the present
time,” Mr. Blair said after arrival
in Abuja. His position is backed
by the Australian Prime Minis-
ter, John Howard.

Democracy

In her speech at the inaugural
ceremony, Queen Elizabeth II of
Britain said that the theme of
the summit - development and
democracy - was central to the
Commonwealth. “Democracy
gives people a choice in how
they are governed, and those in
the Government rule with the
consent of their people.”

“Underdevelopment is one of
the biggest threats to democra-
cy; the one cannot be sustained
without the other...the Com-
monwealth is one of the great
partnerships of the world where
rich and poor, large and small,
work together for the common

good.” “This partnership re-
mains crucial not just for peace
and prosperity within the Com-
monwealth, but in the wider
world. It puts our association in
a strong position to meet the
pressing challenges of our time:
eradicating poverty, creating a
fair and open trade environ-
ment, bridging the digital di-
vide, combating terrorism and
building a more peaceful world
for us all,” the Queen said.

She said the agenda before
the Commonwealth was a
daunting one. “...But 1 know
that you will address these diffi-
cult issues with a serious sense
of purpose and in a family spirit
which have become the hall-
mark of these meetings.”

The Queen, the Common-
wealth Secretary-General, Doc
McKinnon, and the Australian
Prime Minister, John Howard,
referred to the need to resume |
trade talks at the inauguration
in the presence of nations
which took the lead to protect
their interests at the Cancun
meeting.

The Secretary-General ar-
gued that there could be no jus-
tification for terrorism but,
added that the war against ter-
rorism could not be won by mil-
itary force alone.
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President, Robert Mugabe,
on Monday on Zimbabwe’s exclusion from
Commonwealth. Zimbabwe’s state media
has speculated that Mr. Obasanjo might
extend a last minute invitation for Mr. Mu-
gabe to attend the Dec. 5-8 meeting in Ni-

C’wealth: Obasan

geria of the 54-nation Commonwealth, but
neither leader indicated if any decision
was made at their talks. The Common-
wealth suspended Zimbabwe’s member-
ship after the disputed and violent
presidential election in March, 2002. Bri-
tain, Australia and New. Jealand have in-
dicated they might boycett the meeting if

jo meets Mugabg

Mr. Mugabe attends. Mr. Obasanjo also
met the Opposition leader, Morgan Tsvan-
girai, it was reported. Mr. Tsvangirai, lead-
er of the Movement for Democratic
Change, refused to comment on the 40-
minute meeting. “You had better go and
talk to President Obasanjo,” he said to
waiting journalists. — AP
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Pakistan has not done

enough, says

By Rashmee Z. Ahmed
Times News NETWORK

London: Pakistan remained
shut out of the Commonwealth
for vet another indefinite spell
as India’s Yashwant Sinha and
seven other foreign ministers
decided Gen Pervez Musharraf
had gone halfway, but not far
enough down the path towards
full parliamentary democracy.
After two days of delibera-
tion, the Commonwealth min-
isterial action group (CMAG)
pinpointed the controversial
legal framework order (LFO)
introduced by Gen Musharraf
as a cause of “concern”.
The CMAG’s deci-
sion effectively keeps
Pakistan out of the
councils of the Com-

sue,” he told this paper.

A deliberately restrained Mr
Sinha refused to “add” any-
thing to the “language of the
statement”. “I agree with the
decision and I have nothing
more to add to the decision of
the group,” he said while reply-
ing to a question on India’s re-
action to the decision.

Illustrating the split on Pak-
istan within the Common-
wealth, Australian foreign
minister Alexander Downer
said, “We have been pleased by
Pakistan’s good progress on
the path to democracy.”

Mr McKinnon also specified
that the LFO issue would need
to be resolved if Pak-
istan wanted to seek re-
admission at the next
CMAG in New York in

monwealth for nearly September.

four years since the Till these orders re-

coup that led to its sus- main in force, Pak-

pension. istan’s government
Pakistan’s  foreign “cannot be considered

minister Khurshid Gen Musharraf to be normal, and we

Mehmood Kasuri had
reportedly been lobbying in-
tensively in London till Sunday
for a lifting of the ban.
The LFO, whose legality has
been challenged by Pakistan’s
) opposition parties, gives the
President supreme authority,
including the right to dismiss
parliament.

“We have indicated our con-
cern about the current status of
these executive orders,” Com-
monwealth secretary-general
Don McKinnon told journalists.

But in an admission that yet

| again, Pakistan’s re-admission
had been a fractious issue, he
said CMAG had to “debate long
and hard” before arriving at a
language acceptable to all the
foreign ministers. “There were
awiderange of views on the is-

don’t consider that mi-
cro-managing the situation”,
he said. But in an attempt to
sweeten the pill, he also
stressed that CMAG overall
welcomed Pakistan’s progress
in establishing democratic in-
stitutions.

The concluding statement
read out by Mr McKinnon said,
“The group welcomed the
progress made by Pakistan in
the establishment of democrat-
ic institutions, including the
election of the national assem-
bly, the senate and provincial
assemblies, and the formation
of democratic governments at
the national and provincial lev-
els. It also welcomed the posi-
tive measures taken for
women’s representation in the
parliament.”
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Pakistan curbs
Hizb activities

Islamabad: Pakistan on
Tuesday imposed “restric-
tions” on the Hizbul Mu-
jahideen, the largest mili-
tant outfit operating in J&K,
even as it ruled out the ex-
tradition of 20 criminals
and terrorists wanted by In-
dia saying there was no ex-
tradition treaty between the
two neighbours.

Announcing the restric-
tions, interior minister
Faisel Saleh Hayat said,
“They (the Hizb) are not al-
lowed to regroup as a mili-
tant force.”

He said that Pakistan
would not allow terrorist
outfits “to use Pakistani
soil to propagate any dam-
aging propaganda or physi-
cal activity which could en-
danger the life or pose a se-
curity threat to Pakistan or
any of its neighbours™.

Denyingreports in the lo-
cal media attributed to him
that a ban had been im-
posed on the Hizbul Mu-
jahideen, he said, “No, for
the moment, it is not a ban.
There are certainly restric-
tions on their activities.”

While observers here
saw the move as a step to
create a conducive atmos-
phere for resumption of
the Indo-Pak peace dia-
logue, New Delhi was char-
acteristically cautious with
officials saying they would
wait to see the reality on
the ground. Agencies
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