~"SARS suspect puts China on alerqt/

BEILJING, Dec. 28. China
stepped up its nationwide alert for a
possible outbreak of SARS today, a
day after a man in Guangdong pro-
vince in the south was diag-
nosed as a suspected case.

The patient, a 32-year old
freelance reporter from a
southern China TV station,
came down with Sars-like
fever symptoms on 16
December and was admit-
ted to a hospital for pneu-
monia four days later.

He was listed as a sus-
pected Sars case on
Saturday by China’s health
ministry.

“We have been told by
Chinese health authorities
that over the past several
days the patient’s tempera-

ture has been normal,” Mr Roy
Wadia, a spokesman for the WHO
office in Beijing, said. The absence
of fever appeared to indicate the
man was recovering, he added.

A WHO expert was expected to
arrive in Beijing tomorrow and

KEEPING DOCTORS AWAY: A Chinese swims in a half-frozen lake
in Beijing on Sunday. An increasing number of people, especially
elderly Chinese are taking to winter swimming, which claimed to

boost ones immune system, in the wake of concern of a
resurgence of SARS in the country.— AFP
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“would qulc go o to the
Guangzhou Number Eight People’s
Hospital in the capital of
Guangdong province to help diag-
nose the patient, the spokesman
said. “The diagnosis that the
patient is a suspected SARS case

still stands, so far the
] tests have been mixed, in
testing done so far there
have been some positive
results and some nega-
tive results,” hé said,
adding that they have to
do a lot more testing.

Meanwhile, the Guan-
gzhou hospital had iso-
lated the patient and
some 32 medical work-
ers who have treated
him, while the rest of the
country began scram-
bling to set up Sars sur-
veillance mechanisms,
officials said.



41,000 residents evacuated amid rising toll two days after incident

hina gas

& Well burst
o kills 193

Beijing, Dec. 25 (Reuters): At
least 193 people were killed and
hundreds poisoned when a natu-
ral gas well in southwestern
China burst and released a cloud
of toxic fumes, medical workers,
officials and state media said
today.

Authorities evacuated 41,000
people, most of them farmers,
from the mountainous area after
the government ordered every-
one cleared from within five kilo-
metres of the site of Tuesday’s
disaster in Kaixian county, in
densely populated Chongging
municipality, the official Xinhua
news agency said.

Twenty teams were dis-
patched to villages in the sur-
rounding area to search for sur-
vivors and identify casualties.
Local officials feared the death
toll would rise, Xinhua said.

Children were among hun-
dreds poisoned or suffering
chemical burns, hospital work-
ers said. “We're very busy. There
are patients everywhere. We
haven’t counted the casualties,”
said another hospital worker.

In hospitals, the injured had
swollen and sensitive eyes and
some had difficulty standing, the
private www.sina.com website
. said. The total number of in-

jured was not clear.
: Rescue workers carrying
oxygen tanks on their backs and
wearing masks were seen near
the site, one official said.

At one Kaixian hospital,
more than 200 people were being
treated for poisoning, an admin-
istrator said by telephone from
the area, which is about 1,000 km
west of Shanghai.

China has a notoriously poor
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work safety record. More than
120,000 people died in work-relat-
ed accidents from January to No-
vember this year, the official Chi-
na Daily said earlier this month.

The cause of the latest disas-
ter, one of the deadliest of this
year, was being investigated. An
oil industry official in
Chongging said the well had
burst while it was being drilled.

Xinhua said at least 193 peo-
ple had been confirmed dead by
today evening. It said the gas
well burst on Tuesday, spewing a
high concentration of natural
gas and sulphurated hydrogen 30
metres into the air at the Chuan-
dongbei field, which is owned by
China National Petroleum Corp
(CNPC), parent of oil major
PetroChina. Evacuees were or-
ganised into 10 shelter areas as
temperatures hovered around
freezing, a county government
official said.

Xinhua said sulphurated hy-
drogen is a toxic gas that can poi-
son or kill people who inhale 760
to 1,000 milligrams per cubic
metre.

It was also unclear why the
reported death toll had shot up
two days after the accident. Ear- F
lier today, Xinhua reported that '
133 had died but soon raised that
to 163 and then 191.

An industry source said top
CNPC officials said they did not
know the exact number of casu-
alties as of yesterday morning
before going to the scene.

Xinhua said 260 cubic metres
of mud, to be pumped into the
well to plug it up tomorrow
morning, and 13 special rescue
vehicles were en route to the
scene.

Survivors of China’s gas explosion at a makeshift hospital in Chongging municipality’s
Kaixian county. (AFP)
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China
China Daily/ ANN
& IANS

BENING, Nov. 24. — The
Chinese government has
suspended publication of
673 party and government
newspapers in an effort to
reform its state newspa-
pers.

Mr Liu Yunshan, head
of the publicity depart-
ment of the Communist
Party of China central
committee, said the CPC
and government’s efforts
to rectify the management
of state newspapers has
paid off. He acknowledged
that the more than four-
month endeavour to stop
the mandatory subscrip-
tion to party and govern-
ment  newspapers = —
aimed at relieving the fi-
nancial burden of farmers
and units at the grassroots
level -— has been widely
welcomed by cadre and
people nationwide.

A total of 1452 party
and government newspa-
pers have been affected by
the state newspaper re-
form, 673 of which have
been suspended for yield-
ing no profits and 87 of
which have been made
free publications.

Forced subscription has
been wreaking havoc on
the media industry and this
forced Beijing to reduce it
by 1,000 unwanted publi-
cations. While the rest of
China strides onwards
from central planning to a
market economy, much of
the print media remains in
the hands of government
agencics, and their prod-
ucts are force-fed to all lev-
els of government offices,
at a cost ultimately as-
sumed by the taxpayers.

By one estimate, China’s
media market takes in
from 16 to 20 billion yuan
($1.93-2.42 billion) a year.

shuts

Forced subscription

lhas been wreaking

havoc on the media
industry and has
forced Beijing to

consider shutting down
more than 1,000
publications

And government spending
covers about 6 to 10 biltion
yuan (8725 million-1.21
billion) of that. Of the
2,137 newspaper titles in
the country, as many as
1,250 depend upon people
like local officials in vil-
lages and small towns
whose offices may or may
not have the budget, much
less the inclination, to pay
for subscriptions.

. A recent government
regulation specifies that
those titles earning less
than 50 per cent of their
revenues through volun-
tarily paid subscriptions
will be forced to shut
down. As media econo-
mist Mr Cao Peng ex-
plains, whether a subscrip-
tion is paid for out of one’s
own pocket or out of a
government expense ac-
count is not the issue. The
determining factor is whe-
ther the: subscription is the
result of free will or coer-
cion. When a tax collector
solicits subscriptions for a
publication produced by
his agency, the small-busi-
ness owner is not really in
a positiom to choose.

“It’s all about power,”
Mr Lu Hualing, president
of the China Newspaper
Industry = Association, ass-
erted. “China’s media sys-
tem is incorporated in the
bureaucracy. When selling
a newspaper is part of
administrative power, man-
datory purchases are una-
voidable,” he added.
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HONG KONG, Nov. 24. —
voters turned out in record nimbers (44
per cent) to hand the territory’s top pro-
Beijing party a stunning defeat in local

elections that showed pro-democracy.

forces maintaining momentum from a
huge anti-government march on 1 July.

“I believe the government got the
message,” said Mr Yeung Sum, chair-
man of the Opposition Democratic Par-
ty, which claimed 92 District Council
seats yesterday, compared with 86 in the
1999 elections. “The citizenry’s demo-
cratic aspirations are very clear.”

The record turnout yesterday was bad
news for the pro-Beijing and pro-govern-
ment Democratic Alliance for the Bet-
terment of Hong Kong (DAB), which
said it got 62 contested seats, a drop of 21

— L
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PEOPLE"S VERDICT: The result of the Hong
Kong polls is viewed as a backlash against
unpopular pro-China Chief
Executive Mr Tung Chee-hwa, — AFP

dogn 673 state publications

" Pro-Beumg party loses i in Hong Kong

from last time.

Party chairman Mr Jasper Tsang
responded by offering his resignation
over “the worst defeat we have suffered
since the founding of the DAB 11 years
ago”.

All sides viewed the outcome as the re-
sult of a backlash against unpopular
Hong Kong Chief Executive Mr Tung
Chee-hwa. It raises the stakes for legisla-
tive elections next year — with pro-de-
mocracy politicians hoping to gain con-
trol of the legislature or at least to get
enough seats to make things difficult for
the government.

The DAB has been closely allied with
Mr Tung ever since he took the hetm of
Hong Kong. The party paid the price for
backing the unpopular former shipping
tycoon as he sought earlier to pass an an-
ti-subversion Bill that many in viewed as
a threat to civil liberties.



CHINA / INFORMATION WAR

Beijing embarks
~~on military
' reforms)\

By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, NOv. 6. China is em-
barking on a ‘scientific’ process
of military ‘reform’ to wage suc-
cessful battles in the emerging
era of “information war”.

The call for a guideline has
been issued by the Chairman of
the Chinese Central Military
Commission (CMC), Jiang Ze-
min. He chairs the Commission
at the State level as also within
the ruling Communist Party of
China (CPC). The move-coinci-
ded with political indications
that the People’s Liberation Ar-
my (PLA) may prune its strength
of servicemen by 200,000 per-
sonnel by 2005.

At a conference on restruc-
turing military academies, Mr.
Jiang said the proposed ‘reform’
of the PLA, with definitive “Chi-
nese characteristics”, was
aimed at achieving success in
the information wars.

The other objective was to re-

inforce the army’s mobility,
competitiveness and its overall
combat capabilities.

Noting that ‘talent’ was as
crucial in this regard as scien-
tific prowess, the CMC Chair-
man urged the military
academies to participate in the
process of reform and ‘restruc-
turing’ by recognising the gen-
eral situation in the country and
turning the spotlight on the im-
peratives of national politics as
well, besides paying attention to
the relevant scientific aspects.

The conference was attended
by the Chinese President and
the CPC General Secretary, Hu
Jintas, who is also the CMC
Vice-Chairman.

The other CMC Vice-Chair-
men, Guo Boxiong and Cao
Gangchuan, were also present.
Coinciding with the conference,
the CMC and the State Council
decided to downsize China’s Ar-
my, the official Xinhua news
agency reported.
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rMadame hlan

Taipei: Madame Chlané\
Kai-Shek, famous for us-
ing her beauty, charm
and fluent English to lob-
by the United States to
help China fight the
Japanese in World War 11
and later sought the US
help to battle the Chinese
communists, has died in
New York at age 105, a rel-
ative said on Friday.

She caught a cold on
Wednesday and devel- § 3
oped pneumonia symp- Madame Chiang Kai-Shek
toms “before going very
peacefully” at home on Thursday night, said Chiang
Fang Chih-Yi, widow of her husband’s grandson Chi-
ang Hsiao-Yung.

She spent much of the time in semi-seclusion in
her Manhattan apartment. In 1995 she made her last
visit to Taiwan, where Chiang Kai-Shek, who briefly
ruled China, had fled with his nationalist army after

———— _ losinga civil war to China’s communists
in 1949,

Chiang and her husband were once
major players in the nationalist govern-
ment that ruled Taiwan.

But the Chiangs’ authoritarian influ-
ence faded fast as Taiwan evolved into a
democracy and its people lost interest in
the nationalists’ goal of retaking the
mainland — an idea which seemed less
and less feasible as the years passed. ap

New drug for fiu hones in on
symptoms, not virus: A new therapy to
cure influenza by discouraging the body’s
response to the infection and clinical tests
on mice have yielded promising results
that could lead to human trials.

The new method might also work for other
diseases in which body’s defences over
react, such as asthma or multiple
sclerosis, 'Nature” magazine has reported
quoting one of its developers, Tracy
Hussell of Imperial College, London.
“There are many situations where the
immune system goes mad,” she says. e

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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’China’s Ieap upwar'

Our neighbour joins the dub of space pOWEers,

while we spend time

irony is stark héadlines ac\

- I ross the world focus on China’s
launch of its first manned flight into
space while'ours are preoccupied with
the launch of kar sewaks into Ayod-
hya! China now is ahead of Europe
and‘alorigside the United States and
Russia as the real space powers. And it
is the first developing country to do
so.. Western observers are keen to
point out the similarities of the launch

vehicle, Shenzhou-5, the “Heavenly

, Vessel’, the first of which was launc- *

" hed in 1999 soon after America’s tec-
hnological support for the Chinese
space launch vehicles was terminated,
with the Soviet Soyuz. The reality is
that China’s indigenous space progr-
amme was built up over four decades
by
mové® over from America in.1955 af-
ter he helped the Americans obtain
rocket technology and scientists from
post-war Germany.

jen Hsue-Shen, a Chinese who *

China’s 20-year plan clearly aims -

at transforming it into a “world lea-
#der in the field of space science and
exploration of outer space” by 2020,
Its capabilities in space are begin-

ning to eclipse even those of the Eu-

ropean Space Agency. Its space pro-
gramme, like its nuclear programme,
expanded from military to civil uses
unlike ours. China built up its space
launch capabilities on the founda-
tions of its ICBMs and the technol-
ogy to improve their performance fr-
om the US. The manned space
flight, therefore, must be seen in the

.

INDIAN EXPRESS

[?bblng off kar sewaks

co)ﬁext of integrated civil-military
benefits. At the beginning of this
year China had 27 foreign-made and
57 indigenous satellites up in space,
alarge number of them performing
military roles. Its short-term plan till
2010 calls for integrated civil-mili-
tary observation and remote sensing
capabilities from space. Establishing
independentssatellite navigation and
positioning system, so critical for
military missions, and surveillance
capabilities from space are part

*of that plan. It exports satellite tech-

nology to Pakistan, Iran, Thailand,
among others.

The launch of ‘Heavenly Vessel’
essentially highlights the rather rapid
evolution of China as a world power.
There is a lesson that we néed to le-
arn. We have an extensive and well-
developed programme for the exploi-
tation of space.” This so far has
focused, and rightly so, almost exclu-
sively on déveloping space capabili-
ties for “national socio-economic ob-
jectives”. What we need to do is to
step up our space programme for
peaceful applications with clearly de-
fined goals. In this context, the Chi-
nese example of training 30 millionin
colleges and technical schools in 1988
through it space assets is instructive.

At the saWtime we need to pay seri-

ous attentiof to the use of space for
natjonal defence. A country that is
not able to use space for military pur-
poses is bound to have major holes in
its defence capabilities.




'China basks in glory of

perfects

\

Beijing, Oct. 16 (Reuters): Look-
ing slightly dazed at all the fuss,
China’s first man in space re-
turned toa hero’s welcome today,
completing an historic odyssey
four decades after the Soviet
Union and the US pioneered
manned spaceflight.

Yang Liwei emerged from the
Shenzhou V capstile and waved,
drawing cheers from the horde
of 600 locals, recovery workers
and police who greeted him on
the chill, sun-lit steppes of Inner
Mongolia.

Suspended by a giant para-
chute, the bronze-coloured cap-
sule carrying the “taikonaut”,
coined from the Chinese word
for space, touched down at
around 2223 GMT after a 21-hour
journey that took him around
the world 14 times.

Premier Wen Jiabao sent im-
mediate congratulations, hail-
ing the mission as a “complete
success” after a chat with Yang.

The 38-year-old fighter pilot
turned astronaut, raised in
China’s decaying northeast
“rust belt”, was presented with
flowers and ribbons by well-
wishers and then carried in a
chair to awaiting doctors for a
checkup.

A s ==

& 0

Chinese astronaut Yang Liwei
after landing on the grasslands
of Inner Mongolian. (AP)

“The spacecraft operated
smoothly. I'm feeling good. I'm
proud of my motherland,” Yang
said before being whisked off for
aflight to the capital, Beijing.

His return brought a tri-
umphant climax to China’s
maiden space voyage that came

- four decades after Russian cos-
monaut Yuri Gagarin and Amer-
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pace odyssey

ican astronaut Alan Shepard pi-
oneered manned space flight in
1961. The mission marked the
crowning moment for a pro-
gramme launched by Mao Ze-
dongin 1958.

A year later, China launched
its first satellite aboard a Long
March rocket, which orbited the
Earth blaring out the Cultural
Revolution anthem The East is
Red.

Yang’s feat highlighted the
emerging power of China, a per-
manent UN Security Council
member now pursuing more ac-
tive diplomacy, one of the:
world’s fastest growing
economies and chosen host of
the 2008 Olympics.

“Our space hero Yang Liwei
walked out of the capsule him-
self,” mission commander Li
Jinai was quoted by Xinhua as
saying.

“QOur country’s first manned
space flight achieved complete
success.”

In a mission that appeared to
run like clockwork, a Long
March 2F China lifted off into a
clear blue sky over the Gobi
desert at 0100 GMT yesterday
and entered its predetermined
orbit 10 minutes later.
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/@“{\\ CHINA’S BIG LEAP IN SPACE

\
WITH THE LAUNCH of its first “yuhang yuan”
(or space traveller), China has joined Russia
and the United States as elite, space-faring na-
tions of the world, becoming the first devel-
oping country to achieve this distinction.
Rocketry was conceived with dreams of space
travel and exploration, but it was the Cold War
and the space race between the Soviet Union
and the U.S. that brought it to fruition. Un-
remitting rivalry drove the two countries to
send humans into space, make landings on the
moon and set up manned space stations. Chi-
na, on the other hand, is racing no one. China’s
first astronaut, Lieutenant Colonel Yang Liwei,
is only the 431st human on the world’s 241st
manned space mission. But while the Russian
space programme has been shattered by the
economic collapse of the Soviet Union and the

- U.S. is too absorbed by its terrestrial problems

to pay much attention to space, China’s space
programme is a potent symbol of an econom-
ically resurgent nation. More importantly, Chi-
na has a clear long-term vision for its space
programme, something the space programmes
of other nations seem to lack at present.
While India based its first launch vehicle, the
SLV-3, on the Scout rocket of the U.S., China
has modelled its Shenzhou spacecaft on Rus-
sia’s successful Soyuz series. The manned mis-
sion, with all the attendant challenges of safety
and reliability, is far more complex than any-
thing China has attempted up to now, and the
successful completion of the first manned
flight is a big leap forward for its space tech-
nology. Analysts now expect to see Chinese as-
tronauts make their first spacewalks and carry
out the docking of two Shenzhou spacecraft.
China is building a new generation of more

o

powerful launch vehicles, which would allow it
to put a space station into orbit. In three years,
China expects to have its Chang’e-I scientific
probe orbiting the moon. Chinese officials have
talked about manned missions to the moon and
even lunar bases.

Yet its manned space programme is just one
component of a larger plan. In November 2000,
China released a white paper outlining short-
and long-term goals for its space programme. |
The nation, which invented gunpowder and |
made the early rockets with that fuel, intends in
the coming decades to use space for national |
development, including the “industrialisation '
and marketisation of space technology and
space applications”, and to undertake the
peaceful exploration of outer space. Since plac-
ing its first satellite into orbit in April 1970, Chi-
na has flown 50 satellites of various kinds,
including ones for remote sensing, communi-
cations, meteorology, navigation, and the mil-
itary. China's white paper on space has
emphasised the importance of further devel-
oping its satellite systems. In addition, China
has actively built cooperative links with other
nations.

Should India, another developing nation with
a successful space programme of its own, em-
bark on manned spaceflight? China is reported
to have spent $2.3 billion (about Rs. 10,350
crores) on its manned space programme over a
decade or so. India’s would cost no less. As it is,
atomic energy, defence and space account for
over 60 per cent of the Indian Government’s
research spending. In the words of the chair-
man of the Indian Space Research Organisa-
tion, a national debate is necessary before
embarking on such a programme. /

THE HINDU
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NATION JUBILANT / A MILLENNIAL DREAM, SAYS HU

4

By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, OCT. 15. Raising vi-
sions of a new space odyssey,
China today successfully put an
astronaut in orbit around the
earth. The astronaut, Yang Li-
wei, who greeted the people of
the world with a ‘hello’ from his
spaceship, Shenzhou V, will re-
turn to earth tomorrow after
completing 14 orbits and per-
forming scientific tasks. China
thus joined the elite club of Rus-
sia and the U.S. as a highly
skilled space-faring nation.

The Chinese President, Hu
Jintao, who witnessed the
launch at the site, hailed the
flight as the “millennial dream"’.
Shenzhou V (‘Divine Vessel V')
blasted off from the Jiuquan
Satellite Launch Centre in Chi-
na’s northwestern Gansu prov-
ince at 9 a.m. (Beijing Time) on
Wednesday, and exactly 10
minutes later, entered precisely
into the pre-set orbit, Beijing
said. The initial elliptical orbit
had a perigee of 200 km. and an
apogee of 343 km.,, it was said.
At about 9.30 a.m., the astro-
naut, a lieutenant colonel of the
People’s  Liberation  Army,
spoke to his doctor.

According to the Beijing
Aerospace Command and Con-
trol Centre, Mr. Yang's first
words from outer space were: “I
feel good, and my conditions
are normal.”

The feel-good factor in this
space mission was felt across
China and among people
around the world with a feel for
man’s destiny in space.

At 3.57 p.m., the spacecraft
completed an orbit shift, as the
controllers propelled the vessel
into a circular orbit of 343 km.
from the earth.

The Defence Minister, Cao

0~ \L\

+" China puts man in space

The first Chinese astronaut, Yang Liwei, waves as he boards the spacecraft
Shenzhou V before blasting off on Wednesday. — AP

conveyed his real-time greet-
ings to the people across the
world. He also said that he
would “ensure the full success
of the mission”, it was reported.

Gangchuan, spoke to the astro- Mr. Hu garlier asked Mr: Yang to
naut during which Mr. Yang perfof the “glorious, sacred

mission”” in the spirit of a ‘war-
rior’ exploring the outer space
on behalf of China. “We are
waiting for your triumphant re-
turn,” he told Mr. Yang before
the final preparations for the
launch began.

THE HINDU)

Legend has it that China’s
space dream began with the
fairy tale about a woman flying
to the moon after taking some
medicine with magical potency
and stayed as the Moon God-
dess, it was }e(:alled today.

1 6 OCT 7003




NS

|

\

11d ® NNV — Busysren
oIN pue Buefiz reyz
“sdnyoeq om pey Suex uew
JDeeaipap Ajsnonoeiw,

€ SB LWlY SqUIS3p SepRIW0D
siH ‘eousliedxa 1ybiy

10 sinoy OGE'} 15e8) e pey
Buea ‘toud Jeiuby & eliym
*uos pjo-esk -ubie

ue Sey o Auuy uoBIeqr]
saidoad au jo yun AreN
UOHBIAY 8U)} 10} SHIOM B
“Buens eof pue Suiuuims
peAofue oum Pl 9B}

-Ule U8 SBM aY pies Jeisis
19PIO SIH “ISEBYLIOU SBUIYD
U Base feusnput ue ‘oo
-waoud Buuoery u Ajunod
Buoyznoa ur Afiusey s Jeyoes)
©.0JU1 696} Ul UIOG SBM ‘e
$eyoul 9 199} § 51 oym ‘Burey,
: ‘PlES ALDD
‘sdeu 1o) Bea Buidess
 Buope ubinoig oy

pUR a0k pel pue aones
oed yum yiod peppaiys
paiip-azesl) papnjoul

whiy s, Buey 105 nuew

oy} Bupeieords 1ane-Si
SUONBUY 83U} {0 JUBPHUOS
Ajiny sem oy pies ineuoiSE
pauini-jojid Jejuby aoe syt
‘Yeieoeds

A-NoYzusYyS 8y} preoq

uo sfefoa aoeds Uspiew
o\ Bupinp ysey siy Buying

ur asuepyuoo pessaid

“Xa pue .poob Bujesy,
SEM BU1BYL [OUOD UOISSIL

0} %08q paoipes ABpol |ami
Buea heUOLSE 18I SRU

Yo —:G1 PO 'HNIN3M
sjpnbo
Buown jsiid

L1018 20vds

"OJIX3N AN ‘sowrely
SO WOy sppe Jv ‘apinys
Joeds 9y} Uey} 3S00 IAMO}
Iej e Je ooeds ojur speojied
youne| 0} d|qe aq pnom
ey s ayy o ury-000
-00T 3uryoeal 101eAld[R UR
Suisodord are ssoyoieasoy

103eAJ[3 ddedg

"211U3D [0JIU0) pUE puBw
-wod adedsoree Suifisg
o) pue Sueg Aq irodor e
patonb enyury ‘gyres oy
WO} Uy ¢H¢ 1110 IB[ndID
e uo Juidp s1 pue Piys 3q
-10 pajorduwod Ajjngssedons
A-Hoyzuays "Wqlo sy Suy
-JIYS AQ MOLIOWO) uInjal
pa[NPAYDS 8, A-NOYZUIYS
10} aredaid 03 s1ansouew
[eonIo B pue sjuowiadxd
[eI243S YOOIopun Aepol
SISIURIIS 2ords 95Uy
* Sourweidoxd
doeds pouuewr yum uoneu
Jo qnpo 109[as ay3 Surof uo
eury),, parejmeIsuod pue
Yerosoeds pouurwl ISV
oy} JO Youne| [NJssaoons
oY} powoo[am BIssny ,"uIng
-31 QJes S,INBUONSE J19Y} 10]
PUE §S220NS WIS} USIM M,
pres  uewomsayods uod
~BJUdd ® ‘uolBurysepp Uy

.- Aojouypa) pue aoud
-10§ S plrom ay3 jo yead ayy

I9A0 Fulquiypd JO IdUBAPE

o) w1 ojdoad aseuny) sy
Jo dois Suoisiy Juedingss
oyl 10 pue ydig aoeds
pauuew SIS AIUNOD
ayl jo A1opiA feniul oy}
10] YIew B pUE pueHay)
-ows J8213 Ino jo A10[8 ay3,,
ygoune] oul Paf[ed 9H
*30UIA0Ig fisueD) s.eu
-IYD) 1Som-1{310U Ut anua))

Yyoyne] 9U]d1eS uenbnif
ay1 1e youne| 2y} paysiem
oeyuif NYH JUSPISALY
‘spug[sseld urayuou
seulyD 01 yoeq Junnyd
-eled 210J2q Yoom v Ajleou
103 YRy Sy} pauglo ey

“somnsdeo pauuewiun jo s3

-younej 1S91 In0J JOYB oWIed
youne| A-noyzuays oy,

.. -oeds oyut deay jueid e 3ur
-je) 918 9M MOU UdY),, ‘pIes
Iounouue 3y}  ‘sdays [jews
20oM 382} J,, "UoOw o)
uo Sunffem 1511y uodn spiom
s uonsiury [ION pPoyoAul
6-ALDD 98enIue-ysySug
31} UO I20UNOUUE YR ‘SOydU
-ne[ 9%eds pouuBwUn 131

youne; oy}
Uuo nH juepiseld —

_ oydoad esoujyd
ayi jo days opolsiy
v by
eouds peuusuw 18|}

- SBUID Jo AlojoiA

1epjuf eyl 10} yew
€ pue puspayiows
18aib ino jo AioiB ayy

-1e3 S eury)) 0) SULLIdJay
"11Q10 ul AfjeuLIou
Sunierado sem 1jeoaoeds
ayy Juides se AIDD £q
paionb sem ‘cwmeiSoid
2oeds pouurw s AHRUNOY
2] JO IOpUBWIWIOD ‘rBuilf
11 ‘usn ‘osneidde pnoj
mo1p yiodar sguex -Suil
-iag uIdisom-yliou 101
-SI@ uBiple Ul p33ed0f
‘enyua)) [oxuo)) 3Juifreg
oyl ur uddIds 3iq yorem
AU} U0 UIIS K[PIAlA ADE]

Y ;\u

SIy ‘HqIo sYylies ay) ul
W3ty ur Inoy-jiey & I1oye
soeds woxl Yoeq pooip
-3 uex ‘pood [09] I,
982 je pue pasoduiod
po%oo0] pue Jeidsoeds
A-noyzuays sy 3o apnsded
oy} wi [enueur Jy3ig e 3wl
-peal sem Suegx,, pauodar
1 ".01:6 ¥ 3QI0 paldug,,
pey ‘Suex pue noyzuaysg
ples 1sounouue AJDD ®
‘Youne] oy Joyge sanuUIN
"N puiyeq SUIMOJfIq 190813
sy ‘SBunreaddesip pue Ays
ay) ot Jupjearys A-noyz
-UaYS PaMOYS I9)B[ UONE]S
3 J, "youney 2y} SOUNCUUE
01 Surunueidord remngorx
S 03Ul IND JUQ [PUURYD
SAL [enua)  EUYD
‘awn SInoy 7g noge ul
'UIYD) WIOYHON JO uordail
BIJOSUO Jouul ) ur Suy
-pue} 21033q ‘sawn} ] 31qI0
0] paoadxo st 1yeId ayL
“I9)R[ SAINUI (3] 31gI0 Ol
juom pue ‘w'e g A[1oexs e
AS eUIyD) ISOMYII0U J31Iq
B S50I0% 101D 17810 (A [9SSIA
QUIAI(]) A-NOYZUIYS YY)
‘oyowss jnynneaq jo uwmn
-100 ® yum pue ped younej
H959p 1q0D) 2yl JJO pajse(q
193901 JZ-YoIe Suoj v
‘uewt aoeds
ISI S.BUIYD) 2WRddq 1om
-7 Suex IneUONISY VSN
oyl pue YSS[1 JIOWIOY
aY3 193Je 31GI0 oYUl uosIad
B pU3s 01 plIom Y ul A1y
-unod pay 9y Surwodaq
‘Aepoy diysooeds pouuew
181 S)1 paydoune| euyy
— ST "1°Q ‘ONI(13d

d4V — ‘Aepsaupap uo Lesap 1gor) eul Ut 8AuB0 Youne] uenbnip
ay) Wiy aoeds oju) PaYIUNE] SIA-NOYZUSYS YRIO PaUUBW
o\ Buikureo 19001 Jz-yorey Buoj 3y 1IN IHL SAMS 3HL

HE STATESMAN

1

i

0 JJO SISE|q PUIY)

SHNOH ¢¢ 1N04dVv 104 LSV1 01 d3103dX3 1HOINd m "'V 6 1V AIHONNVT >-DON2.MIW\




“China all set to Iaunch ;

By N. Gopal Raj

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, OCT. 13.
China is days away from send-
ing its first astronaut into space,
becoming the third nation after
Russia and the United States to
have the capability for manned
spaceflights. The Long March
2F rocket, carrying the Shenz-
hou (SZ) spacecraft, is expected
lift-off from the Jiuquan space
centre in the Gobi desert be-
tween Octoberl5 and 17.

As yet, China has not revealed
the identity of its first astronaut.
A report in the People’s Daily
said that three astronauts have
been short-listed. China has
trained 14 astronauts, all experi-
enced fighter pilots, but their
identities have been kept a se-
cret. '

The Shenzhou spacecraft was
flown unmanned four times be-
tween 1999 and 2002. The
launches took place at night to
aid visual tracking during lift-off
and the re-entry capsule’s re-
turn. But for the manned mis-
sion, the intention is to have the
launch and the re-entry during
daytime.

The official Chinese Xinhua
news agency, quoting a senior
official, has confirmed the date
of the launch. Many senior Chi-
nese figures, who want to be
present at the launch, are cur-
rently attending a meeting of
the Central Committee of the

Communist Party of China,
which ends on October 14.

Press reports say the launch
would be telecast live, an indi-
cation of China’s confidence in
the mission, and that senior
Chinese leaders would speak to
the astronaut while he is in or-
bit.

One agency report quoted a
Chinese newspaper as saying
that the launch would be at 9
a.m. Beijing time.

Phillip Clark, a British expert
on the Chinese space pro-
gramme, has estimated that the
faunch could happen between
10 a.m. and 11.30 a.m. Beijing
time (7.30 a.m. to 9 a.m. Indian
time).

After a mission lasting about
21 hours, China’s first astronaut
should be landing the next day
in Inner Mongolia between 7.30
a.m. and 9 a.m. Beijing time (5
a.m. to 6.30 a.m. Indian time).

According to Xinhua, the
§Z-5 spacecraft will initially be
in an oval orbit, 200 km by 350
km. Then, it would move to a
circular orbit at an altitude of
343 km, essentially a mission
profile similar to that in the un-
manned SZ-3 and SZ-4 flights.
Mr. Clark pointed out that this
manoeuvre places the space-
craft in position for a
rendezvous or a docking mis-
sion with a second spacecraft
launched from Jiuquan. Such
docking and Chinese space

%' manned space flight®, o

walks are expected to ockur
during subsequent missions.

Although modelled on Rus-
sia’s Soyuz capsule, the Shenz-
hou (8Z) is based entirely on
Chinese designs and equip-
ment. Like the Soyuz, the
Shenzhou has three modules.
The orbital module holds exper-
iments and provides the living
space for astronauts. Behind
this is the re-entry capsule,
which can seat up to three as-
tronauts at lift-off and during
re-entry. At the rear, is the ser-
vice module, with instrumenta-
tion, another set of solar panels
and the spacecraft’s main pro-
pulsion system.

Unlike its Soyuz equivalent,
Shenzhou's orbital modules are
equipped with their own solar
arrays and propulsion systems.
In the last three unmanned mis-
sions, the SZ orbital modules
have carried out independent
manoeuvres and remained in
space for six months after the
re-entry capsule returned to
Earth.

The SZ-5's orbital module is
said to be equipped with imag-
ing camera having a ground res-
olution of 1.6 metres. China has
long-term plans for a space sta-
tion and even human explora-
tion and colonisation of the
Moon.

“The next footsteps on the
Moon could be Chinese,” pre-

dicts Mr. Clark.
/7
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/LChinese leaders””

“

v +discuss reforms

¢ \
\ By P. S. Suryanarayana
\'\‘V\c \/
SINGAPORE, OCT. 11. The toning up of China’s “socialist market eco-

nomic system” and the proposed revision of a part of the State
Constitution are the main subjects on the agenda of an important
political meeting that began in Beijing today. The meeting — the
third plenary session of the 16th Central Committee of the govern-
ing Communist Party of China (CPC) — is expected to last four
days.

The latest plenum has been convened in the light of a decision
by the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee in August
this year. It was noted, at that time, that China’s Constitution
required “appropriate revisions” as also some supplementary pro-
visions so that it could continue to facilitate the ongoing process of
reforms and modernisation. The August meeting of the Political
Bureau had observed that China’s current Constitution did, on the
whole, meet the needs of reform besides the opening-up and mod-
ernisation drive. While the Constitution should, therefore, be kept
‘stable’, it could also do with certain suitable revisions in accord-
ance with the relevant legal procedures.

While the details of the proposed changes were not made public
at that time, the idea was that the “objective demands” and real-
ities of the current process of China’s economic and social devel-
opment would determine the revisions.

The Political Bureau will, for the first time, report on its work to
the CPC Central Committee that began its latest plenum today.
The official Xinhua news agency quoted analysts and experts as
saying that this procedure would further enhance the party’s in-
ternal democracy and political vitality under Hu Jintao’s stew-
ardship as the CPC’s General Secretary.

The overall political context of the present initiatives of the party
can be traced to the commencement of the reform process about a
quarter century ago. What is now being fashioned is a “new start-
ing point” for China’s reform process against the backdrop of the
decisions made, nearly a decade ago, on issues relating to the firm
establishment of a socialist market economic system.

the CPC could perhaps be linked to the new ideas, now in vogue,
about the political representational character of the party for the
purpose of the country’s economic development.

THE HINDU

Diplomats in the Chinese capital note that the latest moves by'
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China will launch its first
manned spaceship next week,
aiming to become the third coun-
fry after the Soviet Union and
the US to put a man in orbit.

The official Xinhua news
agency said today the Shenzhou
V would be launched between
October 15 and 17 at an “appro-
priate time” from a launch pad
in the Gobi desert in northwest-
ern China and orbit the Earth 14
times. It was the first official con-
firmation of the launch window
on a mission China has Kept
under tight wraps.

“The Shenzhou V spacecraft
will carry out the first manned
space mission and will lift off
from the China Jiuquan Satellite
Launch Centre,” Xinhua quoted
an official in charge of the coun-
try’s space programme as say-
ing. “Now all preparatory work
for the launch is progressing
smoothly.”

Sources at two major state-
run television stations and a
tour operator said early this
week the launch had been provi-

“China lifts veil
of space secrecy

LY (\ %
AW
Beijing, Oct. 10 (ReutersMonally set for the morning of

October 15, barring bad weather.

And Hong Kong’s Beijing-
backed Wen Wei Po newspaper
said the craft would fly for 21
hours, or 90 minutes per orbit,
before floating back down to
Earth the next morning.

It did not say how many as-
tronauts would be taking part in
the maiden voyage, but that a
team had been trained for the
mission. Qi Faren, chief design-
er of the vessel, was quoted by
the China Daily as saying he and
his colleagues were confident
about the mission despite the
fact China had so far conducted
only four unmanned test flights
due to “limited funds”.

Chinahas kept a veil of secre-
cy on details of the launch, with
scant details leaking in a few
state newspapers and in Hong

Kong. State media have said that ;
uptothree “taikonauts” could be

aboard the craft, although the
Shanghai-based Liberation
Daily said yesterday a single as-
tronaut would be chosen from 14
experienced fighter pilots.
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Is Chinese democracy a contradiction in terms?

Confucian oxym

irst, it was the SARS epidem-

ic that forced a whole new

culture of transparency on

Hu Jintao and his col-

leagues. Then it was Mr Vaj-
payee’s visit to Beijing that showcased
India’s plurality. Now it is massive pub-
lic protests in Hong Kong. The “democ-
racy deficit” in China has once again
come under sharp focus, leading to re-
newed questions as to how long a vi-
brant market economy and an authori-
tarian, if not totalitarian polity can co-
exist.

China is neither an electoral nor a
liberal democracy as India is. There
have been public dissent and protest
movements that have erupted every
once in a while but they have all been
brutally suppressed as was done to stu-
dents at Beijing’s historic Tiananmen
Square in May 1989 and to the Bud-
dhist-influenced Falungong in April
1999. For a very brief while in 1998 it
looked as if a competitor to the Chi-
nese Communist Party in the form of
the Chinese Democratic Party would
emerge but the CDP was soon banned.
The CDP however is very active in the
United States of America and else-
where.

But paradoxes — mostly unappre-
ciated in this country particularly —
abound. The CCP has been able to chal-
lenge its icons in a manner that no In-
dian political party has done or can do.
Historically, Chinese provinces have
enjoyed greater economic and admin-
istrative powers than the states in
India. The CCP has been as faction-rid-
den as some major Indian political par-
ties. Policy-making in China has been
a pluralistic, often acrimonious pro-
cess but with definite finality, unlike in
India.

what the noted American political

scientist Suzanne Ogden has called
the “inklings of democracy”. While
rule of law is a distant dream, rule by
law — as crafted, interpreted and adju-
dicated by the CCP — is a reality. The
man responsible for this was Peng
Zhen who had been mayor of Beijing
in the Fifties and Sixties. If Mao made
China strong, if Zhou made it interna-
tionally acceptable and if Deng made it
rich, posterity will record that Peng
laid the foundations of “democracy
with Chinese characteristics”. And
there could not have been a more un-
likely candidate for this honour. A die-
hard Marxist, a victim of the Cultural

_Revolution for supporting critics of
Mao, he rebounded in the late Seven-
ties and ended his long political career
as head of the National People’s Con-
gress during 1983-88.

Between 1982-87, there was a heated
debate in China on what the ongoing
decollectivization and the newly-intro-
duced “household responsibility” sys-

I n the past decade China has seen

JAIRAMRAMESH ¢

tem meant for rural self-governance.
This system freed peasants from most
production and distribution controls.
Peng took the position that village
democracy was essential for consoli-
dating the spectacular gains from farm
liberalization. Opposition was intense.
Finally, a law was passed in November
1987 to introduce village-level elec-
tions. Reflecting the widespread am-
bivalence it was called a provisional
law. This law was regularized in 1998.
Other than Peng (and Deng himself)
only the ministry of civil affairs under
Cui Naifu showed enthusiasm for this

revolutionary step.

Finally, the support of influential
leaders like Bo Yibo tilted the balance
in favour of the political reformers.
The motivations for taking such a step
are now being unravelled. There was
no popular demand for village elec-
tions. It has been argued that “progres-
sive conservatives” like Peng feared
the collapse of rural order following
the dismantling of the commune sys-
tem. Elections were seen as a way of
placing party officials in control. Al-
though he did talk of accountability of
the party to the people, Peng himself
saw no contradiction between strong
state control and village democracy.

Officially, the claim is that direct
elections to village committees have
taken place in China’s approximately
930,000 villages at least once since 1987.
Independent scholars, however, esti-
mate that this proportion is much less,
at between one-third and one-half.
These elections have evoked world-

wide interest and a number of foreign
institutions like the Ford Foundation,
Asia Foundation and the Carter Cen-
tre are involved in both monitoring
and impact assessment. Five years ago,
the law making village elections com-
pulsory went through radical changes
that introduced free nomination of
candidates, secret voting, transparent
ballot counting and the right to recall.
Undoubtedly, the party is still para-
mount but gradually elected village
committees are taking root in the
countryside. These committees com-
prise three to seven people elected to

‘ Zhu Rongji clearly
expressed his
preference for direct
township elections ,

serve a term of three years and are
overseen by a village representative
assembly comprising of all village res-
idents. All administrative matters of
the village. including tax collection,
are entrusted to these committees.
Between 1997 and 2001, the issue of
elections at higher levels became a sub-
ject of considerable controversy. Jiang
Zemin made contradictory statements
but Zhu Rongji clearly expressed-his
preference for direct township elec-
tions. While Beijing dithered, Lianji-
ang Li writing in the China Quarterly
pointed out that some provinces
“adopted the time-tested strategy of

oron

ve

doing withmsking”. Thus, it was

that Nancheng and Buyan townships
in Sichuan province had direct elec-
tions in November and December 1998
respectively. Buyan hit the world head-
lines. Subsequently, direct township
elections have taken place in Shanxi,
Henan and Shenzen provinces. Indeed,
this “doing without asking” approach
provided the backdrop to the 1987 vil-
lage democracy law, since in late 1980
and early 1981 a few villages in Guang-
xi province had simply gone ahead on
their own and formed village commit-
tees.

It is most improbable that democra-
¢y in China will evolve along Indian
lines — even Chinese champions of
greater democracy in the mainland do
not have such an agenda. The greatest
fear of the modern-day Chinese intel-
lectual elite especially is chaos. This
mindset is born out of the trauma
caused by the collapse of social order
during the Cultural Revolution of 1966-
69. The difference between Indian-
style democracy and chaos to any ob-
server outside India is thin. The domi-
nant view is that the experience of Tai-
wan i the Nineties notwithstanding,
democracy is simply not in the Chi-
nese gene.

ndeed, this was one of the themes
I of Samuel Huntington’s influential

Clash of Civilisations based on a se-
lective reading of Confucianism. But
with increasing globalization and with
the explosive growth of mobile teleph-
ony and the Internet (now around 120
million netizens), civil society could
well open up with unpredictable conse-
quences. Globalization is both streng-
thening Han nationalism (even though
“Han” is a mixture of various ethnic
groups) and creating space for West-
ern values, culture and consumption
styles. Chinese rebels are neither exti-
nct nor endangered. The community is
growing as Ian Buruma describes in
his recent Bad Elements, although as
he himself recognizes many of the
protesters and dissidents are Chris-
tians.

In 2000, Jiang Zemin saw the need to
broadbase the CCP and came up with
his famous “three represents” theory
to make the party more widely accept-
able, particularly to the newly emerg-
ing entrepreneurial classes. How the
Chinese deal with Hong Kong will re-
veal their intentions — according to
the Basic Law that governs the city for
fifty years after Chinese take-over in
1997, direct elections are permitted
after 2007. How the Chinese deal with
increasing agitations of unemployed
workers and frustrated farmers and
with the backlash arising out of the di-
lution of the powers of provinces as
the full impact of the World Trade Or-
ganisation accession plays itself out
will also be crucial.
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~Hu’s concern over Hong Kong situation

By P. S. Suryanarayana */‘

SINGAPORE, JULY 22. The Chinese
President, Hu Jintao, who is also
the General Secretary of the
governing Communist Party of
China, has expressed Beijing's
serious ‘concern’ over the polit-
ical unrest in Hong Kong over
the issues concerning the even-
tual enactment of a national se-
curity law there for the
territory’s gradual political inte-
gration with the mainland over
a specified period.

Mr. Hu told the Hong Kong
Chief Executive, Tung Chee-
hwa, during their meeting in
Beijing on Saturday, that China
was “very concerned with the
recent situation in the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Re-
gion”.

The “recent situation”, a ref-
erence to the ‘protest’ rallies in
Hong Kong over the relevant
bill, has now eased to some ex-
tent following the resignation of
the territory’s Secretary for Se-
curity, Regina Ip.

Mr. Hu conveyed China’s
‘concern’ even as he firmly
backed Mr. Tung in his efforts to
steer Hong Kong out of its phase
of political disquiet that could

AN
s Protesters call on Hong Kong’s Chief Executive,

Tung Chee-hwa, to step down outside Central
Government offices in Hong Kong recently.

yet snowball into a major crisis
if not managed with sensitivity.

It was in this context that Mr.
Hu spelt out, at considerable
length, how China viewed the
situation.

He said that “Hong Kong be-
longs to China and the people of
Hong Kong’. Therefore, he af-
firmed that China was “strongly

CHE HINDL.

opposed to the attempt of any
foreign forces and other forces
from outside to interfere in the
internal affairs of Hong Kong”.

While making it abundantly
clear that there was no question
of a slide-back by either China
or Hong Kong from the princi-
ple that bound them, the for-
mula of “one country, two

23

systems’’, Mr. Hu underlined
that “only by maintaining social
stability can Hong Kong pre-
serve a sound business environ-
ment, keep its features as a free
port and its status as an interna-
tional financial, trade and ship-
ping centre”.

He told Mr. Tung how impor-
tant it was to “create favourable
conditions for economic recov-
ery and further development”
in Hong Kong.

On the political side of the
equation between the People’s
Republic of China and Hong
Kong as a special part of China,
Mr. Hu reminded Mr. Tung that
it was the territory’s ‘responsib-
ility’ to enact a national security
law.

However, it was also “a nec-
essary part of implementing the
Basic Law”’, which spelt out the
China-Hong Kong ties, that the
special administrative regior
should “independently draft the
law to safeguard national secu
rity and reunification”.

Mr. Hu's plain-speak o1
these lines is expected to guid
Mr. Tung’s governance of Hon
Kong in the present delicat
circumstances. '

7
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By P. S. Suryan yana

SINGAPORE, JULY 19. The Hong
Kong Chief Executive, Tung
Chee-hwa, today held crisis
talks with the highest ranking
Chinese leaders in Beijing and
claimed later that they had ex-
pressed “total confidence” in
him at this delicate stage in his
moves to integrate the territory
more firmly with mainland Chi-
na.

Mr. Tung met the Chinese
President, Hu Jintao, and the
Prime Minister, Wen Jiabao.
The charm that Mr. Hu exuded
in welcoming the beleaguered
Mr. Tung was quite in evidence,
according to regional diplomats
and analysts monitoring the
event in Beijing.

Mr. Tung's visit, planned
some time ago, acquired unusu-
al importance in the context of
the resignation by Hong Kong’s
Secretary for Security, Regina
Ip, whose piloting of a contro-
versial national security bill has

caused much 1:)%%&2:11 unrest
Mr Tung, who was selected by
China, has not only deferred the
consideration of the bill but also
promised to consult the people
of Hong Kong more closely be-
fore making further moves to
pilot the legislation.

The bill, designed to deal
with treason and subversion, is
reckoned to align Hong Kong
more closely with mainland
China, which took possession of
the former British colony six
years ago under the principle of
“one country, two systems’’.

After briefing the Chinese
leaders on the situation in Hong
Kong, Mr. Tung told reporters
that the mainland authorities
were now fully aware of how
and why the events unfolded
the way they did.

It now remains to be seen
how the Chinese leaders them-
selves will deal with the Hong
Kong situation.

With Mr. Wen himself having
visited Hong Kong for the cele-

fldence

bratlon of the sxxth an: 1versary nc1ple of the terrxtory s dis-
of its return to the Chingse fold, - tinctive political identity in the
Beijing has so far upheld the present crisis.

SC

The Chinese President, Hu Jintao (right), with the
Hong Kong Chief Executive, Tung Chee-hwa, in
Beljing on Saturday. — AP
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Hu pushes forward
Jlang s theorys

Mr Hu Jintao

BEIJING, July 1. — Chi-
nese President Mr Hu Jin-
tao called on the Commu-
nist Party of China and the
whole nation to show grea-
ter enthusiasm for the stu-
dy and implementation of
the important thought of
“Three Represents” today.

The President was spea-
king at a symposium in
Beijing today to mark the
82nd founding anniversary
of the CPC.

Mr Hu said the study
and implementation of the
“Three Represents”

thought should be brought

to a new high, so as to gua-
rantee that the CPC will
do a better job in leading
the people to push for-
ward the cause of social-
ism with Chinese charac-
teristics. ;
Presented by Mr Hu's
predecessor, Mr Jiang Ze-

mip in February 2000, the
“Three Represents”
thought states that the
CPC must always repre-
sent “the development
trend of China’s advanced
productive forces, the ori-
entation of China’s ad-
vanced culture and the
fundamental interests of
the overwhelming majori-
ty of the Chinese people”.

This thought is a funda-
mental guideline for the
Chinese to learn from the

past and advance into the |

future, keep pace with the
times and build a well-off
society in an all-round
way, Mr Hu told the sym-

. posium. “The essence of

this thought is that the
CPC should dedicate itself
to the interests of the pub-
lic and govern for the peo-
ple’s benefit.”

Political analysts said
the ruling party is deter-
mined to ensure that it
does not succumb to criti-
cisms after China joined
the WTO in December
2001.

However, there was no
mention of “inner party
democracy” as expected

by China watchers in the -

President’s speech.

The new and younger
Chinese leadership under
Mr Hu has been shifting
away from dogma. But Mr
Hu, still struggling to

-emerge from Mr Jiang’s

shadow, is unlikely to flirt

_ with western-style democ-
“facy in China any time

soon, analysts said.




"Hu co men

By P. S. Suryanara \Kq

BEUING, JULY 1. Top Chinese
leaders today underlined two
fundamental aspects of their
polity, even as the Communist
Party of China (CPC) celebrated
the 82nd anniversary of its for-
mation and Hong Kong marked
the sixth years of existence as a

@pecial administrative region

under the overall jurisdiction of
the Central Government in
Beijing.

Hu Jintao, the CPC’s General

Secretary and China’s Presi- -

dent, exhorted the party leaders
and cadre to uphold and ad-
vance the cause of “socialism
with Chinese characteristics”
by adhering to the idea of
“Three Represents”.

This concept, first propound-
ed by the previous General Sec-

. retary of the CPC, Jiang Zemin,

was adopted as a basic feature
of the Chinese polity at the par-
ty’s 16th National Congress
held in Beijing last November.
The principle of “Three Repre-
sents” is that the CPC would
represent three aspects of the

owT HINTY

& HiNDL

dynanugf se society of the
present times. The three aspects
are “the development trend of
China’s advanced productive
forces”, labelled in the West as
“red capitalism”, “the orienta-
tion of China’s advanced cul-
ture” and “the fundamental
interests of the overwhelming
majority of the Chinese
people”.

While the cultural dimension
is related to China’s sustained
pride in its civilisational
strengths, the reference to the
“overwhelming majority of the
Chinese people” is designed to
enhance the CPC’s acceptability
quotient of the political kind
among a billion-plus popula-
tion in a fast-changing social
and economic milieu.

As for the other basic feature
of the Chmese polity, namely
the issue “one country, two sys-
tems” in respect of Hong Kong,
Wen Jiabao, China’s Prime Min-
ister, today pledged his coun-
try’s continued adherence to
this principle as also the Basic
Law governing the territory’s
acceptance of the overall au-

ds Jiang ideology

thority of the Central Govern-
ment in Beijing.

Participating in the celebra-
tions to mark the sixth anniver-
sary of Hong  Kong's
re-accession or return to the
motherland, Mr. Wen said the
territory’s existence under Chi-
na's wings was a testimony to
the far-sightedness of Deng
Xiaoping, the late paramount
leader, who had envisioned the
idea of “one country, two sys- ;
tems”. Under this principle,
Hong Kong is allowed to retain
its capitalist characteristics and
its related political identity for a
specified period even under the
auspices of mainland China as a
“socialist” country with “Chi-
nese characteristics”.

Mr. Wen said Hong Kong be-
longed to its people even as it
belonged to China as well.

At a press conference in Beij-
ing, the Foreign Ministry
spokesman, Kong Quan, today
asserted that any international
criticism of the current debate
on the Basic Law relating to
Hong Kong was totally “unac-
ceptable”’ to Beijing.
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BEIJING, June 9. —
President Mr Hu Jintao
is planning to reform
the Chinese Communist
Party, with a pledge to
introduce “internal de-
mocracy”, government
insiders have said.

A senior official in
the party’s reform wing
said that Mr Hu, who
has been President for
just three months and
general secretary of the
party since November,
would make an impor-
tant policy address on 1
July, to mark the party’s
72nd anniversary, in
which he would outline
the most significant re-
forms in more than a
decade. Chinese lead-
ers have shied away

from political reform
since the Tiananmen
Square protests in 1989,

The main thrust of

to be implemented,
middle-ranking posts
could eventually be fil-
led through elections in

the reform which party
plan is a members or
move  to- members of
wards great- party com-
er competi- mittees
tion inside were given
the party, real choices.
for example Competi-
in the selec- tion is likely
tion of ca- to  foster
dres for offi- more open
cial  posts and possibly
and commit- ) adversarial
tee member- Mr Hu Jintao debate in-
ships. At present these side the party.

are mostly filled by ap-
pointment rather than
clection.A number of
posts, including the
presidency, are nomi-
nally elective but never
seriously contested.
Were Mr Hu’s plans

THE STATESHAF

Such a system would
constitute a departure
from the Leninist mod-
el of “democratic cen-
tralism”.  Reformers
may be contemplating
something along the
lines of Japan’s Liberal

Democratic Party which
has been able to retain
power while enduring
open battles between its
various factions.
China’s leaders are
not, however, renounc-
ing their right to rule.
The security services
continue to suppress
political activity that is
not officially sanc-
tioned. Anyone caught
setting up a political
party favouring liberal
democracy is likely to be
jailed for several years.
In recent weeks, jour-
nalists have been dis-
missed after reporting
on sensitive matters and
liberal newspapers jn -
Guangdong have been
brought under govern-
ment control. Monitor-
ing of the internet has
been strengthened.
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China’s

INCE THE former Chinese

President, Jiang Zemin, first

proposed the idea in early

1999, the “western develop-
ment strategy” has emerged in the
policy discussions and economic de-
cision-making of China as being at
the “core” of the next generation of
economic reforms that were begun
in 1978. The importance of the strat-
egy can be gauged from its recurrent
theme being detailed in every annual
Government work report since 1999.
And also from the fact that it was the
focus of policy deliberations at the
national economic conference in
2000 and at the State Council’s spe-
cial conference on the development
of the vast western region in January
2000.

China’s western region encom-
passes the six provinces of Shaanxi,
Gansu, Qinghai, Sichuan, Yunnan
and Guizhou, the three autonomous
regions of Ningxia, Xinjiang and Ti-
bet, and the Chongqing Municipality
which is directly under the adminis-
tration of its Central Government.
The region is spread over 5.4 million
square km and takes up about 56 per
cent of the country’s total land area
and is home to around a quarter of
China’s population. In comparison
with the eastern region, the western
provinces are resource-rich, with
abundant supply of labour, low in-
vestment costs and the potential of
becoming a large market. This po-
tential market remains underdevel-
oped as the ongoing reform process
has led to the rapid development of
the eastern and southern provinces,
thereby creating a regional imbal-
ance, which the authorities in Beijing
are determined to set right.

During the 17 years between 1979
and 1995, the average economic
growth of China reached 9.8 per cent,
which, when broken down region-
wise, revealed the growth rate in the
eastern provinces at 12.8 per cent,
while that in the west was only 8.7
per cent, falling a percentage short of
the national average. Also, while the
eastern provinces have contributed
around 65 per cent of the national
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in re-
cent years, the western region has
contributed only around 15 per cent.
It has also been estimated that the
per-capita GDP of the western region
equals only 60 per cent of the nation-
al average. That the western region

o AINDD

the reforms and their implementa-
tion in the eastern coastal provinces
was explained by the former Chinese
Premier, Zhu Rongji, who quoted
Deng Xiaoping as having advanced
the strategic thinking of “two major
concerns” in China’s modernisation
drive. One concern was to “expedite
the opening of the eastern coastal ar-

railway, the diversion of natural gas
and electricity from the western to
the eastern regions, water control
projects and trunk highways. The
ambitious Three Gorges Dam and
the Ertan Hydroelectric Station, cur-
rently China’s largest hydropower
generating unit, are large-scale in-
frastructure projects that are expect-

ed to provide a fillip to further

In comparison with the eastern region of China,
the western provinces are resource-rich, with
abundant supply of labour, low investment costs
and the potential of becoming a large market.

eas” in the beginning, and when Chi-
na were to “develop to a certain
stage” where a moderate level of
prosperity is ensured, more “efforts
should be pooled to quicken the de-
velopment of the central and western
regions.” Mr. Zemin had also stated
that “large-scale development of the
western region is a major strategy for
China’s overall development. Now
the conditions are basically available
and the time is ripe.”

Substantiating the debate is the
growing realisation that the methods
used- in the development of the east
certainly will not work in the west.
This is because the eastern and west-
ern regions not only differ greatly in
natural resources, historical back-
grounds and other factors, but also in
the starting point of economic devel-
opment that largely depends on the
existing domestic and international
environment.

The State Development Planning
Commission (SDPC) of China is of
the view that the western region
should,take the strengthening of ec-
ologlcal construction and environ-
ment protection as a basic starting
point for its large-scale development,
bearing in mind the ecologically frag-
ile environment and the need for
sustainable development. Over the
past three years since the introduc-
tion of the western development
strategy, the Central Government in
Beijing has given a powerful push to
the region’s development by increas-
ing investment, stepping up transfer
payments and introducing preferen-
tial fiscal and taxation policies.

Work on new key projects, among
others, includes the Qinghai-Tibet

economic development in the re-
gion. The Ministry of Foreign Trade
and Economic Cooperation (MOF-
TEC) is also formulating an industrial
catalogue for foreign investment in
the western region and planning the

construction of state-level develop-

ment zones too. The State Adminis-
tration of Taxation will also provide
foreign-funded enterprises with
more favourable tax benefits in order
to encourage investment in the west-
ern region.

In his last work report delivered at
the first session of the 10th National
People’s Congress (NPC) on March 5,
2003, Mr. Rongji, while highlighting
the development of the western re-
gion, emphasised the need for “eco-
nomic  activities  with  local
characteristics,” and to “accelerate
the development of science, technol-
ogy and education in the western re-
gion.” Dong Funai, an economist,
noted that the development of the
western region is extremely impor-
tant given the widening gaps be-
tween the eastern and western
regions and added that “if China
wants to realise modernisation, the
Government has to speed up the de-
velopment of the western region to
narrow the chasm between the west-
ern and eastern regions.”

With a broad consensus on the
need and approach required to im-
plement the strategy of developing
China’s western region, the Central
Committee of the Communist Party
of China (CPC) elaborated on “six
persistences” that need to be adher-
ed to on the development of the
western region. These include per-

great leap westward

~
YOI f’\\ By Raviprasad Narayanan
should develop after the success of

sisting on pushing forward the “great
western development’’ according to
plans and in phases; giving full play
to the region’s advantages and ad-
justing the economic structuré;
achieving long-term development
goals; promoting the developrment of
different regions and coordinating
the acceleration of development in
central and western regions with fur-
ther development of eastern coastal
areas; policy measures that launch
the “great western development” in-
to the 10th Five Year Plan, and lastly.
giving full play to the advantages
arising from the support of all quar-
ters. With China’s economic reforms
increasingly transforming its western
region that lies adjacent to the ge-
ographical proximity of India, there
arises an opportunity to increase Si-
no-Indian bilateral cooperation, with
the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee’s coming visit to Beijing. While

China’s western development
strategy involves the maximum de-
velopment of its domestic resources,
creation of infrastructure and the es-
tablishment of reliable commercial
links with neighbouring countries of
Southeast Asia, the need for India is
to reorient its approach by present-
ing a shared economic perspective
that would primarily benefit north-
east India, which borders southwest
China. A powerful imperative calling
for an enhanced level of economic
engagement with China is the rapidly
expanding bilateral trade which is es-
timated to be worth around $ 5 bil-
lion. The logic dictated by trade
could be further stretched to include
investments in the respective regions
that stand to benefit from a further
improvement in Sino-Indian ties.
The likely emergence of an economic
arc of cooperation in this region was
earlier proposed by the Kunming Ini-
tiative, itself a product of track two
diplomacy, following India’s nuclear
tests in 1998.

For sceptics, there is also the pos-
sibility that the “great western devel-
opment” could be one of “those great
political surges that come and go in a
flash.” From China’s perspective, if
the campaign were to fall short of the
expectations generated, it would be a
lost opportunity to rejuvenate a re-
gion that has clearly not benefited
from the ongoing economic reforms.

(The writer is a doctoral scholar,
Centre for East Asian Studies, INU.)
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Pro-democracy activists

o critics jailed & o
1n China crackdown”™

,S 1 4).

BEIJING, May 30. — President Hu'’s
drive for greater openness was called
into doubt today after a court gave
lengthy jail sentences to four men for
publishing pro-democracy essays on
the internet.

Beijing’s continuing hostility to
criticism was also revealed by the dis-
missal of three journalists at a Com-
munist Party news-
paper who reported
that students were
working as prosti-
tutes to finance |
their studies. ﬁ,

The sentences, i
totalling 36 years,
were announced by |
the Beijing Inter- |
mediate Court in the |
aftermath of the
SARS  epidemic
which prompted of-
ficial pledges to act
with greater trans-
parency. So far,
however, the gov-
ernment has done little to change its
attitude towards critics of the regine.

The court had taken more than a
year to reach the verdicts following
the men’s trials in September 2001.
Mr Jin Haike, a geologist, and Mr Xu
Wei, a journalist, were each sentenced
to 10 years for “incitement to subver-
sion”. Mr Yang Zili, an internet engi-
neer, and Mr Zhang Honghai, a free-
lance writer, were each sentenced to
eight years on the same charge.

The men were arrested in March
2001 after posting essays on the inter-
net with titles such as China’s De-
mocracy is Fake, and Be a New Citi-
zen, Remake China, according to a
copy of the original indictment. In

MAY 2003
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Business as usual in Hu's China?

May 2000, they had set up the New
Youth Society to discuss reform of
China’s social and political system.
They were charged after a govern-
ment agent infiltrated their group.

“The verdicts were very unfair.
There was no evidence to prove they
tried subversion,” said Mrs Lu Kun,
Mr Yang'’s wife.

“It is ridiculous that the Chinese
government considers the peaceful
expression of one’s views a subversive
. act,” said Ms Ann
Cooper, director of
the New York-based
Committee to Pro-
tect Journalists.

Beijing’s contin-
ued tight grip on the
media has also made
itself felt in the news-
| paper sector. Three
journalists ~ were
sacked after report-
ing that 10 per cent
¥ of students in Hubei
| province were work-
. ing as prostitutes to
" pay their way

through college.

Mr Fan Yongsheng, deputy editor
of the China Youth Daily and deputy
Communist party secretary at the
newspaper, was the most senior jour-
nalist to lose his job. He may be able
to retain his salary but is said to have
lost his titles.

The China Youth Daily is affiliated to
the Communist Youth League, an or-
ganisation once led by President Hu
and considered one of his power bases.

According to Human Rights in Chi-
na, an activist group, Mr Xu told the
court police tortured him with electric
shocks to his genitals. He slammed his
head against the judge’s desk in pro-
test, fell unconscious and had to be
carried from the courtroom.
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70 killed in Chij
ubmarine accident

o\

Beijing, May 2 (Reuters); Anac-
cident aboard a conventional
Chinese submarine killed 70 offi-
cersand crew in one of the worst
naval accidents in Communist
China’s history, state media and
military sources said today.

The accident, in Chinese ter-
ritorial waters off its northeast-
ern coast, was caused by me-
chanical problems during train-
ing, the official Xinhua news
agency said. It did not elaborate
but said the incident happened
in recent days.

“Unfortunately, all 70 men
and officers aboard the subma-
rine died,” Xinhua said. The sub-
marine has been towed to an
unidentified port, the agency
added. The terse report did not
give a date or the class of the sub-
marine, only identifying it as No
361. It was also unclear if the
submarine crew sent an SOS.

Former President- Jiang
Zemin, still chairman of the
Central Military Commission,
sent his condolences to the fami-
lies of officers and crew.

China has embarked on a
decade-long campaign to mod-
ernise its armed forces, and de-
fence planners are trying to

draw lessons from incidents :

such as the loss of Russia’'s nu-
clear submarine Kursk in 2000
which killed all 118 crew on
board. “In the wake of the Kursk
incident, the Chinese have be-
come increasingly interested in
submarine rescue,” said Robert

-

Karniol, Jane’s Defence Weekly
Asia Pacific editor. “They have
been looking to improve their
submarine rescue capability.”

“This is the worst naval acci-
dent in almost two decades,” one
military source said.

The fact that state media re-
ported the submarine accident
at all was surprising, given the
Chinese military tradition of op-
erating behind shadowy state se-
crecy laws, analysts said.

“The strange thing is Xinhua
released anything at all,” said a
Western diplomat. “Usually
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state media are silent on such in-
cidents. They do not talk about
it. The transparency was highly
unusual.”

The accident, one of the most
deadly for China’s navy since the
Communists took power in 1949,
put a spotlight on the shortcom-
ings of the country’s outmoded
submarine forces, which Beijing
is trying to upgrade to help build
up its ability to retake rival Tai-
wan. China’s new leaders have
been gingerly prodding the
media to report more openly on
disasters.
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8,000 mog—:
g lobal toll 332

Beiji
Bemng With 13 more deaths and 217 fresh
cases of Sars in China
and Hong Kong, 8,000
more people were quar-
antined in Beijing on
Monday amid warning
by WHO that the epidem-
ic appeared to be spread-
ing rapldly in China but
appeared on its way out in most affected coun-
tries.

Eight new fatalities were reported in Chi-
na and five in Hong Kong while one woman
died in Canada, raising the worldwide toll
from the Killer flu to 332. The atypical pnue-
monia has so far infected more than 5,000
people, since it first appeared in China’s
Guangdong province seven months ago.

“It appears from the reports that we have
from Hong Kong, from Singapore, from
Toronto and from Vietnam that the epidemic
has peaked in those countries,” said WHO
chief for communicable diseases, David Hey-
man, in Bangkok.

He said these countries had fewer fresh in-
fections, indicating that the outbreak was
contained there, even as China continued to
be a subject of concern.

According to the figures released by the
Chinese health ministry, the toll in mainland
stood at 139, with Hong Kong following close-
ly at 138. More than 3,600 confirmed cases are
undergoing treatment in China and 847 sick-
ened people in the neighbouring Hong Kong,
where a total of 710 people have recovered
and sent home. More pti akj sp msa sp
04281832 d urg gen int

The rise in Sars cases, despite tough meas-
ures, raised concerns in Beijing, where 128

99 "5 203

1solated in

@ Eight new fatalities were
reported in China and five in Hong
Kong

® Sars has so far infected more than
5,000 people

® Six deaths from Inner Mongolia
prompt the administration to shut
libraries, museums, cinemas and
internet cafes

medical facilities have been isolated and
more than 8,000 people quarantined to avoid
the spread of the deadly virus.

Six Sars deaths from Inner Mongolia
province, prompted the administration to
shut libraries, museums, cinemas and inter-
net cafes to check the spread of the pandem-
ic. Authorities temporarily laid off nine
health department workers for abandoning
their work.

Seven government officials were sacked in
Changsha city in Hunan province, including
the director of the city disease control centre
for neglecting their duties in fighting Sars.

The central government despatched a
fourth group of monitoring team to 13
provinces and regions where few or no cases
have been reported to track the spread of the
virus. As the country trembled under the
Sars-scare, premier Wen Jiabao said the
country would emerge stronger than ever
from the crisis. Mr Jiabao and 10 leaders of
the Asean nations are meeting in Bangkok on
Tuesday for an emergency gathering on the
Sars epidemic, described as the worst crises
the region has seen since the financial melt-
down in 1997-98. eni
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SARS SPREAD / ASEAN MINISTERS DISCUSS CRISIS

China names Vice-Premier
o tackle pandemlc“"‘

<

By P. §. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, APRIL 26. China, in its
latest effort to contain the Se-
vere Acute Respiratory Syn-
drome (SARS), entrusted the
Vice-Premier, Wu Yi, with the
concurrent charge of the Health
portfolio, it was officially an-
nounced in Beijing today.

The upgrading of the political
importance.of the Health port-
folio was effected following the
formal resignation by Zhang
Wenkang, who was only a few
days ago sacked from his key
post in the ruling Communist
Party’s unit of the Ministry of
Health in the context of the
global criticism of China’s
handling of the SARS crisis.

China’s political priority at
this moment is to address the
enormous public health chal-
lenge of taming the SARS epi-
demic. It is in this context that
the Chinese leadership briefed
key visiting leaders from abroad
— the Indian Defence Minister,
George Fernandes, and the
French Prime Minister, Jean
Pierre Raffarin — about the
measures being taken by China
to combat the menace.

This became doubly impor-
tant for Beijing in view of France
being inclined to associate Chi-
na with the Group of Eight —
seven industrialised countries
plus Russia. On a related front,
the Chinese Prime Minister,
Wen Jiabao, presided over the
“founding ceremony” for the

The Chinese Vice-Premier,
Wu Yi, who has been named
to serve concurrently as
Health Minister. — Reuters

National SARS Control and Pre-
vention Headquarters.
Outlining the tasks before
China on this front, Mr. Wen
called for free medical services
to the poor among the SARS pa-
tients in the rural areas. He
urged the research institutions
to utilise the scientific resources
at home and abroad to develop
anti-SARS medicines and meth-
ods. He also called for closer
cooperation between China and
the World Health Organisation.

154 new cases

The Chinese mainland today
reported 154 new SARS cases,
which took the total to 2,753.
The updated death toll in China
was put at 122. There was no
sign of any improvement in the

situation in Hong Kogé

grim sentiment defining the
mood there.

In Singapore, where a strin-
gent anti-SARS legislation was
passed on Friday, Michael Lim,
a Member of Parliament with
medical qualifications, said he
was “in favour of more draco-
nian measures.” The new law,
in effect an expansion of the ex-
isting legislation on infectious
diseases, provides for fines and/
or jail terms for home-quaran-
tine breakers and others who
might endanger the communi-
ty’s health through such actions
as going to public places while
suspecting that they might have
been SARS-infected.

On the overall question of
Singapore’s “war on SARS,” The
Straits Times noted in its edi-
torial today that “the home fight
has some way to go,” especially
in the context of the “public ap-
prehension about going for
screening at the dedicated SARS
centre, ironically for fear of con-
tracting SARS there.”

In Kuala Lumpur, the Health
Ministers of the 10-member As-
sociation of South East Asian
Nations (ASEAN) as also China,
Japan and Canada met to ad-
dress the SARS-related issues
such as the severity of the
health crisis, the need for inter-
national cooperation in con-
trolling the new disease, the
impact on economies and the
possible turbulence in “social
tranquillity.”
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China is headlng‘/ |
for major Sars ©

outbreak: WH()

Beljlng China and Hong

P Kong re-
ported 10
n e w
2 deaths
from Sars
on Tues-
day and
Beijing
tried to
stop people from travelling
to the vast countryside in a
frantic effort to contain the
deadly virus.

The official Xinhua news
agency, quoting health min-
istry data, said the death toll
in China— epicentre of a
virus that has killed 235 peo-
ple and infected 4,100 in 25
countries— had risen by
five to 97.

Hong Kong also reported
five more deaths from Sars
for a total of 99, the highest
in the world, and 32 fresh
cases. After raising the
number of cases in Beijing
13-fold in two days, China
warned people against trav-
elling to the provinces,
which the World Health Or-
ganisation said may see big
outbreaks.

The warning was issued
ahead of the now shortened
“Golden Week” holidays in
early May marking Interna-
tional Labour Day, when
tens of millions of people
were expected to journey to
their home villages.

The WHO representative
in China Henk Bekedam
told Reuters it would be
“quite a challenge to con-
tain Sars” in China and “I
think we’re going for a very
big outbreak.”

That dire prediction was
reinforced by premier Wen
Jiabao, who admitted the
health system was ill-pre-
pared in the countryside,

“, L0 2%
where 70 percent of Chi
1.3 billion people live.

A Sars epidemic could
spread “before we know it”
and “the consequences
could be too dreadful to con-
template,” he said in a
speech published on Mon- -
day. China, where Sars first
appeared in  southern
Guangdong province in No-
vember, reported 157 new
cases on Tuesday for a total
of 2,158— more than half
the world’s total. Hong Kong
has 1,434 cases.

The sudden surge of Chi-
nese cases appeared to back
allegations that officials
had tried to hide the extent
of the deadly flulike dis-
ease. Malaysia reported the
death of a second probable
Sars victim after a 26-year-
old man who had recently
visited China and Thailand
succumbed on Tuesday.

In Singapore, which has
the world’s fourth-highest
number of confirmed Sars
cases at 184 with 14 deaths,
prime minister Goh Chok
Tong said China should
have told the world of Sars
earlier and that its initial
handling of the illness was
wrong.

Malaysia has decided to
lift visa restrictions im-
posed on travellers from
Hong Kong, a Hong Kong
government spokesman
said on Tuesday.

The spokesman said
“The Malaysian govern-
ment is satisfied with the
measures taken by the Hong
Kong government to con-
tain the spread of the
virus,especially the check-
ing of body temperatures of
all departing passengers at
the Hong Kong’s interna-
tional airport. reuters
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#China developing

Beijing: China, which has
the world’s largest number of
main battle tanks, is current-
ly developing a lethal ‘super
tank’ that, if fielded, would
be the most powerful mili-
tary vehicle of its type, ac-
cording to a leading defence
publication.

The new Chinese main bat-
tle tank would incorporate
most of the advanced systems
used in modern western ar-
mour, and would be equipped
with a 152 mm main gun fed

by an automg%é der, said
Jane’s Defence Weekly in its
upcoming issue.

Most tanks use 120mm or
125mm main guns. The main
gun would be coupled to an ad-
vanced day\thermal sighting
system that will allow moving
targets to be engaged with a
high first-round hit probabili-
ty while the vehicle is station-
ary or mobile, it said.

The London-based Inter-
national Institute of Strate-
gic Studies estimates that the

leth,a‘ \sbuper\ténk’

2.5-milliox£—'strong Chines2
People’s Liberation Army
(PLA), the world’s largest
standing army, has 8,300
main battle tanks, more than
any other nation.

About 6,000 of the tanks,
however, are based on a de-
sign from the 1950s and are
obsolete. Only a few hundred
PLA tanks could match tanks
fielded by the US or European
nations, South China Morn-
ing Post quoted the defence
weekly as saying. rn




Heads roll in 1
China over®

Sars buﬁ'\ghng

Beijing: Heads began to roll in
the aftermath
of China’s
disastrous
handling of
the Sars epi-
demic with
the Commu-
nist Party on
Sunday sack-
ing health
Zhang Wenkang 5 1hn ;S ;e g
Wenkang and the deputy party
boss in Beijing, Meng Xuenong.

“The central committee of
the Communist Party of China
has removed Zhang Wenkang as
secretary of the leading CPC
members’ group of the ministry
of health and Meng Xuenong as
deputy secretary of the CPC
Beijing municipal committee,”
the official Xinhua news agency
reported. The government also
cancelled a week-long national
holiday, signalling the serious
nature of the epidemic.

The news of the sacking of Mr
Zhang and Mr Meng came just
hours after officials disclosed a
ten-fold leap in the number of
Sars cases in Beijing. Vice health
minister Gao Qiang, standing in
for Mr Zhang, admitted there
were 339 people infected with
Sars in Beijing and 402 suspected
cases as of April 18.

Amidst international pres-
sure, the death toll from the epi-
demic in Beijing was dramati-
cally revised from four to 18,
confirming the worst fears of
the World Health Organisation,
which had reported that Beijing
was under-reporting the magni-
tude of the epidemic that has
killed over 200 people worldwide.

Mr Gao said the new figures
included 235 confirmed and sus-
pected cases at the highly-secre-
tive military hospitals run by
the Chinese People’s Liberation
Army. Until Sunday, the min-
istry of health had reported
only 37 infections and four fatal-
jties in the city despite WHO ex-
perts estimating that Beijing
could have up to 200 cases.

On Sunday, Hong Kong re-

ported We Sars deaths,

pushing the death toll in the ter-
ritory to 88. Malaysia an-
nounced a possible Sars death of
a 30-year-old male. “We consider
this case as ‘pending’ because
the patient is young and has no
history of travelling to Sars-af-
fected countries or coming in
contact with Sars-infected pa-

-tients,” the government said.

Meanwhile, reports from Thai-
land said China had not been in-
vited to join Asean leaders for
their one-day Sars summit in
Bangkok on April 29. “Asean has
not invited China. But we will in-
form China about the resuit of
the meet,” a Thai foreign min-
istry spokesman said. The state-
ment jars with comments made
on Friday by a government
spokesman who said China, as
the epicentre of the mystery dis-
ease, had been invited. agencies

Another Sars
suspect in city

TimEs NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: A 47-year-old pas-
senger who arrived from
Bangkok on Saturday night
was admitted to the Kasturba
Gandhi Hospital at Chinch-
pokli after health officials at
Sahar airport suspected that
he was suffering from Sars.

BMC’s executive health
officer R.M. Kathuria said
airport officials alerted
them as the person, Manjit
Gurmukh Singh, was suffer-
ing from hypertension and
showed high blood pressure
and slight breathlessness.
However, he added that doc-
tors attending to Mr Singh
did not think he was suffer-
ing from Sars.

But the authorities are
taking no chances and have
kept the patient under obser-
vation as he had spent long
hours in Hong Kong. “I will
check on him on Monday and
then decide whether to let
him go,” Mr Kathuria said.
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China to declare\/

open war or, Sars

Beijing: China%o@m- (

nist Party
leadership,

the world
on the Sars
outbreak and masking its
own numbers, has ordered
an all-out— and open— war
against the deadly virus.

And in a sign the mes-
sage may be getting
through, the World Health
Organisation said Beijing
would “significantly” raise
its Sars toll after agreeing
to alter the way it defines
patients with symptoms of
the flu-like bug. .

The powerful polltburo
standing committee said all
officials had to come clean
on all aspects of what it
said would be a long and
tough fight against a dis-
ease that has spread to
about 25 countries, killed
170 people and infected
more than 3,400.

“There must be no delay

aﬁa ;10 deceit in\%ko%ting,”

Friday’s state newspapers
quoted the committee as
saying, after a special meet-
ing chaired by party boss
Hu Jintao.

The policy making body
held Thursday’s meeting
just a day after World
Health Organisation ex-
perts accused Beijing of not
reporting all its cases, say-
ing the city might have up
to 200 Sars cases instead of
the 37 reported officially.
City officials initially ig-
nored the WHO charge and
the government said it had
acted responsibly since the
first Sars case appeared in
the southern province of
Guangdong last November.

But on Friday, the WHO
team learned Beijing had
slackened its rigid case def-
inition in a meeting with
health minister Zhang
Wenkang. “Their expecta-
tion is that the number will
be greater than what is offi-
cially reported right now,”
Mr James Maguire, head of
the team, said. reuters
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25 new SARS cases in China

BEUJING, April 18. — China today repor-
ted 25 new cases of SARS, including the first
case in central China’s Henan province, tak-
ing the nation-wide cumulative total of infec-
tions to 1,482. Fatalities from SARS re-
mained unchanged at 65.

In Hongkong, Four more people died of
SARS in Hong Kong today, raising the toll to
69 even as 30 new cases were reported, health
officials said.

South Korea’s health authorities said today
two travelers from China, suspected of being

" infected with SARS, had been put under ob-
servation, adds AFP from Seoul. The pair
brought the total number of patients suspec-
ted of having been infected with the SARS vi-
rus to six in South Korea, as the NIH already
reported four similar cases yesterday.

SARS killed another person in Singapore,
bringing the death toll here to 16, as officials
tightened restrictions on hospital visits and
took measures to keep the deadly illness
from spreading in taxis.

‘Super-Spreader’

A 28-year-old woman in northwest China’s
Shanxi province has been described as a
“super-spreader” of the SARS virus. The
first SARS case in Shanxi province was found
on 7 March in the woman, who travelled to
the south China’s Guangdong province,

Contgz:ﬁl?nz:gezj cargo

BANGKOK, April 18. — Authorities are

investigating how and why a 25,260-kg
cargo shipment returned from Hong
Kong to Klong Toey port contained used
gloves contaminated with dangerous
bacteria, a senior official said. The car-
go, which indicated Klong Toey as the
port of origin, was rejected and re-
turned by Hong Kong authorities to
Klong Toey, where it was abandoned
at a port warehouse last year, natural
resources and environment permanent
secretary Mr Plodprasop Suraswadi
said. — The Nation/ANN

thought to be the epicentre of SARS, before
falling ill. Subsequently, 18 of her close rela-
tives and friends were infected. According to
WHO, a “super-spreader” is a source case
who has, for as yet unknown reasons, infected
a large numbér of persons. Shanxi has repor-
ted 104 cases of Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS) so far, with seven recover-
ies and seven deaths. Although transmission
patterns of SARS remain incompletely un-
derstood, evidence suggests that such “super-
spreaders” may have contributed to the evo-
lution of SARS outbreak across the world.
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China a ggmts Sars

bltuatlon IS

Beijing: In sharp contrast to its earlier
assurance to the public that a deadly dis-
ease outbreak was “under control,” Chi-
na has warned that a “grave” situation
is facing the nation in the fight against
Sars and appealed to the medical com-
munity to do their utimost to prevent the
killer disease from spreading further.

“Much progress has been made in
combating the disease so far, with the
epidemic brought under control in some
areas, but the overall situation remains
grave,” premier Wen Jiabao was quoted
as saying by Xinhua news agency.

Six more people succumbed to Sars in
mainland China as the virus killed sev-
en more patients in Hong Kong where
deaths of “younger and fitter™ persons
sparked concerns that the virus had mu-
tated. As many as 109 fresh infections
were reported in mainland China,
where the disease is supposed to have
originated, while Hong Kong has re-
ported 40 new cases.

The disease has so far claimed 65
lives in mainland China, the ministry of
health said in a daily veport to the WHO.
It is followed by Hong Kong with 47
deaths, Canada 13, Sinagpore 12, Viet-
nam five, Thailand two and Malaysia
one. The worldwide toll of the killer
virus rose to 144,

Addressing a national conference on
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome
{Sarsy here on Sunday, two days after the
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World Heazlth Organisation added the
Chinese capital to the list of Sars-affect-
ed cities, Mr Wen urged the nation to
work closely together to win the fierce
battle against the disease.

Mr Wen urged concerned depart
ments to be fully aware of the tmpor-
tance and urgency of the prevention
and treatment of the disease, saving it
has a bearing on the overall situation of
china. Mr Wen singled out a number of
locations, including planes, trains,
ships, automobiles and exit and entry
ports, as key areas that quarantine work
should be enhanced.

China has been criticised by many
for its slow reaction to the outbreak of
Sars in November last year. A prowmi-
nent Beijing-hased Chinese doctor last
week alleged that the ministry of
health was attempting to cover-up the
real situation by announcing a lower
death toll and a lower infection rate in
Beijing. -

Beijing's mavor was also reported as
saying that the outbreak of Sars was
first recorded in Bejjing on March 1. al-
most a month after its existence was fi-
nally admitted.

More than 200,000 secondary school
students in Singapore returned to their
classes on Monday after an 18-day shut-
down to contain the spread of the Sars
virus, but only after facing stringent
SCreening measures. agenes
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Beijing: In sharp contrast to its earlier
assurance to the public that a deadly dis-
ease outbreak was “under control,” Chi-
na has warned that a “grave” situation
is facing the nation in the fight against
Sars and appealed to the medical com-
munity to do their utmost to prevent the
killer disease from spreading further.

“Much progress has been made in
combating the disease so far, with the
epidemic brought under control in some
areas, but the overall situation remains
grave,” premier Wen Jiabao was quoted
as saying by Xinhua news agency.

Six more people succumbed to Sars in
mainland China as the virus killed sev-
en more patients in Hong Kong where
deaths of “younger and fitter” persons
sparked concerns that the virus had mu-
tated. As many as 109 fresh infections
were reported in mainland China,
where the disease is supposed to have
originated, while Hong Kong has re-
ported 40 new cases.

The disease has so far claimed 65
lives in mainland China, the ministry of
health said in a daily report to the WHO,
It is followed by Hong Kong with 47
deaths, Canada 13, Sinagpore 12, Viet-
nam five, Thailand two and Malaysia
one. The worldwide toll of the killer
virus rose to 144.

Addressing a national conference on
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome
(Sars)here on Sunday, two days after the
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World Health Organisation added the
Chinese capital to the list of Sars-affect-
ed cities, Mr Wen urged the nation to
work closely together to win the fierce
battle against the disease.

Mr Wen urged concerned depart-
ments to be fully aware of the impor-
tance and urgency of the prevention
and treatment of the disease, saying it
has a bearing on the overall situation of
china. Mr Wen singled out a number of
locations, including planes, trains,
ships, automobiles and exit and entry
ports, as key areas that quarantine work
should be enhanced.

China has been criticised by many
for its slow reaction to the outbreak of
Sars in November last year. A promi-
nent Beijing-based Chinese doctor last
week alleged that the ministry of
health was attempting to cover-up the
real situation by announcing a lower
death toll and a lower infection rate in
Beijing.

Beijing’s mayor was also reported as

saying that the outbreak of Sars was
first recorded in Beijing on March 1, al-
most a month after its existence Was fi-
nally admitted.

More than 200,000 secondary school
students in Singapore returned to their
classes on Monday after an 18-day shut-
down to contain the spread of the Sars
virus, but only after facing stringent
screening measures. Agercies
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ALL IT China’s designer di-

plomacy ‘or “independent

foreign policy of peace”.

Beijing’s worldview, under
the new leaders, is centred on the
United States. This aspect certainly
does not connote a negative sense of
China playing second fiddle to Wash-
ington. However, Beijing’s diploma-
cy over the current Iraq war is more
in line with its own enlightened in-
terest than with any idea of an in-
ternational united front against the
U.S. On balance, the new Chinese
leaders have drawn a fine line of
pragmatism even while opposing the
ongoing Iraq war. A relevant poser is
not whether the present “fourth gen-
* eration” of Chinese leaders has had
little time to go beyond the vision-
line of the previous generation. Jiang
Zemin, whose influence as Beijing's
chief foreign policy designer is still
conspicuous, has so far been the
greatest practitioner of realpolitik on
China’s external front since the be-
ginning of the Mao era in 1949. The
plain logic today is that a U.S.-friend-
ly foreign policy, or more precisely a
line that is not intrinsically hostile to
Washington in every respect, is in the
best interest of China. Even while try-
ing to checkmate the U.S. in its uni-
lateral efforts to set a new agenda
worldwide, Beijing wants a good
equation with Washington to ensure
peace in its geo-strategic neighbour-
hood.

China lost no time in urging the
U.S., as decisively as possible, to call
off its military offensive against Iraq
as the campaign began on March
20China’s explicit peace call did not,
however, mask the complex consid-
erations it contended with before the
U.S. shocked the moral conscience of
almost the entire world. China had,
during the pre-war phase, drawn a
fine line across the shifting sands of
war-and-peace diplomacy as regards
the Iraq question in the United Na-
tions Security Council. Unlike Russia
and France, China did not quite tease
and test the U.S. and the United
Kingdom. The U.S.-UK. “coalition”
had sought an explicit war mandate
from the U.N. even while maintain-
ing that there was no need for a new
resolution as the legal basis for a

. 8 ArR 2D
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planned military strike (as it then
was). Significantly, during the pre-
war period, China’s general refrain,
too, was that there was no need for a
new proposal to supersede the
Council’s resolution 1441. Adopted
with the unanimous support of Chi-
na and others, the resolution consist-
ed of elaborate dos and don'ts that
Iraq’s Saddam Hussein was mandat-
ed to follow in the context of a rein-

By P. S. Suryanarayana

and others have underlined that Beij-
ing’s “independent foreign policy of
peace and development” should be
read primarily as an agenda of
“friendly” relations with “peace-lov-
ing countries”. Given that a warring
nation such as the U.S. would not
necessarily forfeit all claims to being
a “peace-loving country” in all cir-
cumstances, China’s position is rich
in subtleties. Opinion-makers with

Even while trying to checkmate the U.S. in its
unilateral efforts to set a new agenda worldwide,
Beijing wants a good equation with Washington

to ensure peace in its geo-strategic neighbourhood.

vigorated weapons inspection in his
country under U.N. auspices. In the
end, the U.S.-UK. “axis of war”, too,
came up with the theory that no new
U.N. mandate was, after all, required
ab initio for any military strike
against Iraq.

The question, therefore, is wheth-
er the congruence of China’s pre-war
position and the eventual stand
adopted by the U.S.-U.K. team would
indeed place all of them in the same
league. The answer, surely, is an em-
phatic ‘no’ because of a major nu-
ance in China’s position. Responding
to a question from The Hindu, Kong
Quan, Foreign Ministry spokesman,
said that the current U.S.-led military
campaign against Iraq is “not in con-
formity with resolution 1441”. This
should set China’s record straight. It
has implicitly indicated that resolu-
tion 1441 did not at all authorise the
use of military force against Iraq.
This clearly separates China from the
U.S., the original view of which was
that the provision for “serious conse-
quences”, spelt out in that docu-
ment, could be seen as a war
mandate, if Mr. Hussein were to re-
fuse to disarm Iraq of its suspected
weapons of mass destruction.

Authoritative Chinese sources told
this correspondent that Beijing’s pre-
war stance was entirely traceable to
the complexities of an uncertain in-
ternational situation. Seasoned Chi-
nese diplomats such as Liu Jinfeng

links to the Chinese establishment,
such as Wang Hoagwei and others,
are of the view thatBeijing had made
the right strategic cloice of not seek-
ing to form a futle united front
against the U.S., a “hyper-power”, in
the pre-war period. The inevitable
“negative consequences” of the cir-
rent U.S.-led war in Iraq would in-
deed hold a “few lessons” for
Washington in thelong run, it is said.
In fact, China did not openly an-
nounce whether ornot it would veto,
or perhaps abstain from voting on,
Washington’s pre-war moves, finally
aborted though, to arm itself with an
explicit U.N. mandat: for war against
Iraq. Beijing was eager to keep all its
options open, includng an absten-
tion in particular, until the political
end-game of the pre-war period
could be played out before the U.S.
would inexorably srike against Iraq.

For Beijing, Iraq is an important
case study of how Washington wants
to toy with the worldand, in terms of
international energy security issues
including Beijing’s own concerns in
this sphere. More important, Wang
Jisi and other strategic analysts have,
at different times, drawn attention to
China'’s efforts to promote “pragmat-
ic nationalism” by seeking “a new
role in world affain” since the end of
the Cold War. Beijing’s main objec-
tive in the present ¢context is to keep
the U.S. guessing in East Asia, Chi-
na’s natural domain. Japan, China's

competitor in East Asia, remains a
steadfast strategic ally of the U.S. Not
surprisingly, in this regional situa-
tion, China tends to annoy the U.S.
by allowing North Korea to challenge
Washington on issues concerning
the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction. While the U.S. may re-
gard’ Beijing's action as a deliberate
ploy, at least one Chinese diplomat
has spoken about the challenges of
dealing with a “mysterious” North
Korea.

India, which lies in China’s other
neighbourhood of South Asia, is of
some pivotal importance to Beijing
as it braces for strategic encounters
with the U.S. at this stage. In a purely
bilateral idiom, without any refer-
ence to the calculations of and about
third countries, India’s Ambassador
to China, Shiv Shankar Menon, says
that New Delhi and Beijing have de-
cisively moved towards a compre-
hensive dialogue on a wide range of
issues that include and go beyond
the old controversies. As for China’s
global profile, Western Sinologists
such as Andrew J. Nathan have ar-
gued, in the past, that it played the
role of a “swing player” in the “strate-
gic triangle” between 1972 and 1989,
last phase of the Cold War. The “tri-
angle” consisted of the U.S. and the
former Soviet Union besides China
itself, while the “swing player” could
help one or the other superpower of
that period tilt the balance of forces
within the “triangle”. Given the pre-
sent subtleties of China’s foreign pol-
icy, a puzzle that the old and new
Sinologists are struggling to decode
is whether Beijing will once again
want to play a “swing” role — this
time, in reshaping the world after the
current Iraq war.

Mao, in his revolutionary fervour
of the 1950s, maintained that the U.S.
could not annihilate China. By the
second half of the 1990s, Mr. Jiang
gave a definitive thrust to Deng
Xiaoping’s post-Mao legacy by open-
ing the way for a substantive engage-
ment with the U.S. The anti-terror
factor and the Iraq puzzle, besides
the North Korean issue, will now de-
fine the ongoing China-U.S. paradi-
gm shift.

(Concluded)
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The changes in Chin

\ By P. S. Suryanarayana =

HINA’S MODEL of political
succession,  meticulously
evolved, has delivered new
leaders in a smooth fashion,
as with the latest succession. With
China now riding a wave of phenom-
enal economic reforms, the new lead-
ers have quickly vowed to manage the
state’s ongoing transformation into a
“well-off society” without causing
tears in the world’s most populous
country. In a sense, the future of Chi-
na will depend on how it manages a
gigantic process of economic change.
However, the politics of the process
itself remains a question of critical
mass, in a salutary sense of the term,
if the goal of a “well-off society” is to
be attained “in an all-round way”.
These catch-phrases, conceived by
the Communist Party of China (CPC),
the sole repository of power, have a
vibrant political resonance in today’s
Beijing. Given the CPC’s undisguised
desire to retain its firm control over
the state’s levers of power during and
after the current social-economic
transformation of China, the stage is
set for a new political experiment in
history. The CPC reckons that it is in
its own hands to make this experi-
ment a grand and memorable exer-
cise. In a positive sense, history’s
grand jury is still out, of course. The
CPC and its acolytes are aware of this,
and the historical significance of the
latest political changes in China can
be traced to this consciousness. The
latest emergence of Hu Jintao as Chi-
na's new President and Wen Jiabao as
the Prime Minister in mid-March this
vear has indeed come as no political
surprise. Their successful nomina-
tions for these high positions were
virtually. settled as part of a political
package that was agreed upon during
the CPC’s Sixteenth National Con-
gress in November last year. Howev-
er, a striking feature of the new
spectacle of image politics, which un-
folded before an international audi-
ence in the Great Hall of the People in
Beijing in March 2003, was an atmo-
sphere of transparency, much as the
CPC choreographed the fine event in
minute detail. Endorsed, this time, by
the Tenth National People’s Congress
(NPC), or the new Parliament, is the

sustainable continuance of Jiang Ze-
min as the Chairman of China’s Cen-
tral Military Commission (CMC). He
retains this portfolio in addition to his
more important political position as
the Chairman of the mirror-image
CMC within the ruling CPC. It was in
November last year that he was re-
elected supreme commander of Chi-
na's powerful military establishment.

CPC is not unaware of the reality that
this system is no pluralist democracy.
The party is attempting, nonetheless,
to democratise its preferred system in
a manner that might help silence the
stories in the West about “the secret
files” that lay behind the choice of
“China’s new rulers”. These “files”
are said to have been translated from
Chinese and also edited by Western

The future of China will depend on how it
manages a gigantic process of econorllic change.

Given the CPC’s historical role as
the creator of communist China in
1949 under Mao Zedong's leadership,
the People’s Liberation Army (PLA)
has remained under the substantive
supervision of the party. So, Mr.
Jiang’s dual control over the PLA at
the levels of the CPC and the Chinese
State, without being the leader of ei-
ther the party or the government,
confers on him a unique status. How-
ever, Mr. Jiang is only following the
example set by Deng Xiaoping, Chi-
na’s late patriarch of the post-Mao
period, when Mr. Jiang himself was
made the party chief and the state
leader in the tumultuous circum-
stances of the “June 4 incident” at
Beijing’s Tiananmen Square in 1989.
The memories of that “incident”,
which involved the “suppression” of
an “externally-inspired pro-democra-
cy protest”, did not hang over the
Great Hall of the People as the NPC
Deputies assembled there to choose
the country’s new leaders at the pre-
sent juncture. In the vicinity of the
hall, the famed Tiananmen Square,
bathed in a harsh winter's weather
that the Beijingers are so aceustomed
to, was singularly free of any kind of
political dissent that the assembled
NPC Deputies could have discerned
at this time. For them and the leaders
they elected, it has been a good politi-
cal spring. Now, China may still ex-
ude the confidence of a party-state,
even as the new leaders have been
voted into office on the basis of a sin-
gle-candidate system for each sepa-
rate post. Surely, in this context, the

Sinologists such as Bruce Gilley and
others. The “files” are claimed to be
nothing less than portions of the
CPC’s own internal documentation
on “Disidai” or the “fourth genera-
tion”. Reminiscent of the “Tianan-
men Papers”, these “files” are traced
to a Chinese individual, with a pseu-
donym Zong Hairen and with access
to the purported documents of the
CPC itself. At one level, the issues at
stake may go well beyond the legiti-
mate unanswered question about the
authenticity of such “files”. A perti-
nent debating point, though, is that
about the evidence contained in
these “files” that many among Chi-
na’s new leaders, now actually cho-
sen by the NPC, are “determined
modernisers” who would be inclined
to “integrating” the Chinese economy
with the rest of the world’s system
and “maintaining good relations with
the United States”.

What then are the trends and per-
ceptions in China itself? Of all the
leaders now chosen, Mr. Hu and Mr.
Wen have acquired their positions on
the basis of overwhelming majorities.
These were marked by less than a
handful of negative votes out of a to-
tal balloting figure of well over 2000
NPC Deputies. In some minor con-
trast, the negative votes cast for Mr.
Jiang's candidature for the Chair-
manship of China’s CMC exceeded
the negligible margin, although he
too obtained a truly overwhelming
majority. In any case, these leaders
were not competing among them-
selves. Mr. Jiang's political standing
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in the NPC as China’s elder states-
man was repeatedly emphasised dur-
ing the sessions, with Mr. Hu, the new
first leader among equals in China’s
state-and-government hierarchy,
openly conferring with him on the
stage reserved for the presidium.
Two qualitative aspects of the lead-
ership equations have now come to
the fore. First, Mr. Hu, who has been
Mr. Jiang's heir-apparent for the
presidency for a few years now, was
originally spotted by Deng himself
even as the patriarch zeroed in on Mr.
Jiang as his own successor. Interest-
ingly at present, no similar and defin-
itive attempt has so far been made to
look beyond the “fourth generation”
of communist leaders. Not much po-
litical significance in terms of China’s
long-term future can be read as a re-
sult, though. In fact, the Jiang-Hu
equation was, until recently, linked to
the manner in which Mr. Hu, as the
“successor-designate” could interact
with his “patron”. Likening this “pa-
tron-protege relationship” in China
to the classical “vice-presidential di-
lemma” in the US., a Sinologist,
Zheng Shiping, has drawn attention
to the delicacy of how Mr. Hu, as Chi-
na's designated number two until re-
cently, may have had to look to a
non-communist model in determin-
ing his style for the future without
falling out with his “patron” of that
period, Mr. Jiang. Now, Mr. Hu, who
still seems to value Mr. Jiang’s politi-
cal presence on the Chinese centres-
tage, has yet to indicate his style as
President and CPC General Secretary.
The second qualitative aspect of the
present leadership changes is that
Mr. Wen, as the new technocrat
Prime Minister, has already identified
an ambitious administrative agenda.
He has also spoken of the need to
satisfy the rising economic expecta-
tions of the masses without causing
any debilitating risks to the paradigm
shift in China’s economy. Overall, the
political cohabitation among Mr. Hu
and the new Vice-President, Zeng
Qinghong (Mr. Jiang's protege?), as
also Mr. Wen besides Wu Bangguo,
who has succeeded the communist
veteran, Li Peng, as the NPC Chair-
man, will be watched with interest.
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P. S. Suryanarayana Oﬂ'

SINGAPORE, APRIL 2. With China
coming under the microscope
of the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) as regards the ongo-
ing and world-wide spread of

Severe Acute Respiratory Syn-
drome (SARS) or “atypical
pneumonia’’, the Chinese au-
thorities in Beijing have moved
swiftly to reassure the interna-
tional community about their
increasing efforts to control the
disease.

Although the Guangdong
province in southern China and
Hong Kong have been identified
as the areas where the new dis-
ease was first identified, SARS
has spread to many countries in
East Asia, including Singapore,
and beyond.

For the past several days, Sin-
gapore has led the way in East
Asia in raising the level of pop-
ular awareness about this dis-
ease and about the means of
combating it in the absence of a
cure being evolved yet. Accord-

~" China tc

AT

' Pedestrla waltil; o c}oss he street in ong Kon's
Central District wearing masks to protect themselves from
the mysterious illness, on Wednesday. — AP

ing to the Chinese authorities,
the WHO had, in consultation
with them, determined that
over 800 people were so far af-
fected by SARS in China itself
and that 34 among them were
killed as a result.

Three of these deaths oc-

curred in Beijing itself. While the
Chinese health  authorities
would issue an “authoritative re-
port’” on the disease later this
week, the Foreign Ministry
spokesman said that preventive
measures were under way to
protect the foreign nationals

es steps to chec k disease

and native citizens in China.

The Chinese Centre for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention
said it had posted a ‘bulletin’ on
the internet, a fast-track system
that was widely being used in
China today, in order to provide
more information about SARS
to the country’s health officials
and public alike.

Said to have been drafted by
‘experts’, the ‘bulletin’ was be-
ing projected as the sure means
to control and ‘prevent’ the
spread of the disease.

The epidemic in Guangdong
province had been brought un-
der “effective control” by now,
the Chinese authorities said.

According to them, there
were “‘no findings of SARS
cases” in China in places other
than Guangdong province in
the south, Shanxi province in
the north and Beijing.

Despite the overall confi-
dence being exuded by the Chi-
nese authorities, it appeared
that the country was bracing for
a possible spin-off effect on var-
ious facets of the economy.




a@o

IN A SMOOTH transition, along expected lines,
a new generation of leaders has stepped into
the offices from which the affairs of the Peoples
Republic of China are run. Following up on the
decisions taken at the Sixteenth Congress of the
Communist Party of China, which was held in
November last, Hu Jintao has taken over as
President of China, Wu Bangguo as head of the
legislature and Wen Jiabao as Prime Minister
respectively replacing Jiang Zemin, Li Peng and
Zhu Rongji. Once the CPC had decided to re-
place the leadership which had run the affairs of
the party and state for the past decade and
more the elevation of the fourth generation of
party cadre to the highest echelons of the ad-
ministration — effectuated at the on-going ses-
sion of the Tenth National Peoples’ Conference
(NPC) — was a formality. But while the new
leadership has taken over charge of China’s bu-
reaucratic machine, and with it the responsib-
ility for internal affairs especially economic
management, the older leadership in the per-
son of Mr. Jiang continues to retain effective
control of the country’s foreign policy and stra-
tegic affairs. Such an arrangement has been
wrought through the confirmation by the NPC
of Mr. Jiang as the chairman of the country’s
Central Military Commission. However, the fact
that ten per cent of the members of the NPC —
a significant count given the limited levels of
dissent traditionally registered — voted against
Mr. Jiang would tend to show that the urge for a
new orientation in China’s dealings with the
rest of the world is stronger than was antici-
pated. Given the grave uncertainty in global af-
fairs that has been created by the crisis over
Iraq, the new generation of China’s leaders
would probably not be entirely displeased that
those with greater experience have not really
taken their hands off the helm.

The new leaders, especially Mr. Hu and Mr.
Wen, have their hands full as it is since their
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primary task would be to guide Ch1 a’s econe-
my through a turbulent phase as it transits from
a Government-controlled model to a more mar-
ket-determined one. The new leadership is not
expected to reverse the trend of allowing private
entrepreneurs a greater role in running the
country’s economy or of promoting its greater
integration  with the globalising market. But
both Mr. Hu and Mr. Wen have gone out of their
way to show their concern for thgse sections of
the Chinese people whose lives have been se-
verely disrupted by the economic transforma-
tion. Included in these sections are the factory
workers of China’s northern “rust belt” and the
peasantry in different parts of the country — the
traditional core of the CPC'’s strength — who are
burdened by inadequate pensions and declining
health care as the social welfare system unrav-
els. The new leadership, which has stated that
the future of the 700 million people who live in
rural China is their central concern, has prom-
ised to build a social security system to replace
the disintegrating welfare apparatus.

As the new Chinese leadership tries to imple-
ment a pragmatic programme of economic re-
form that can be accommodated within broad
ideological parameters and which does not ne-
glect those sections of the people for whose sake
the revolutionary processes were launched and
sustained, it is not likely that they will make
haste to initiate political changes. Some of them,
notably Mr. Wen, had been involved with the
drafting of political changes in the past but it is
not clear whether they did so out of personal
conviction or because these tasks had been as-
signed to them by Mr. Jiang’s predecessors as
party chief who were perceived as being more
liberal. But even as China goes about transform-
ing itself internally, the developing world would
continue to hope that Beijing will not withdraw
from the leading role that it has performed for
the past many decades. /50
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,o Wen to head
s Chma Cabmet

BELJING, March 17. — Chinese
lawmakers yesterday elected Mr
Wen Jiabao as the new Prime
Minister by a landslide vote en-
trusting the former vice-premier
with the task of keeping China’s
economy moving on the right
track and furthering its reform
process.

Mr Wen Jiabao today unveiled
his 28-member cabinet which was
dominated by the proteges of the
former president and military
chief Mr Jiang Zemin.

Nearly 3,000 deputies of the
National People’s Congress
(NPC) applauded warmly, con-
gratulating Mr Wen and saluting
his predecessor Mr Zhu Rongji
as the two shook hands after the
¢clection at the Great Hall of the
People yesterday.

The legislature also approved
newly elected Chinese President
Mr Hu Jintao as one of the three
vice-chairmen of the Central
Military Commission of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China. In a se-
cret ballot, long-time judge Mr
Xiao Yang (64), was re-elected
oresident of the Supreme Peo-
sle’s Court, while Mr Jia Chun-
vyang (64), was promoted to
procurator-general of the Su-
preme People’s Procuratorate.

The constitution of China stip-
ulates that NPC members elect
the nation’s top judge and pros-
ecutor and requires that the can-
didate for the Premier’s post be
nominated by the president. Ac-
cording to the Constitution, the
candidates for vice-chairmen
and members of the CMC must
be nominated by the CMC chair-
man.

All candidates are subject to
approval by NPC vote. All the
appointments and elections fol-
low the single-candidate system
~— that is, the legislators were
appointed or elected from an
equal number of candidates by
secret ballot.
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NEW ORDER: President Mr Hu Jintao () with Prime Minister Mr Wen Jiabao
at the National Peopia's Congress in Beijing on Monday. — AFP

hoped the new leadership will
tackle.

Li Zhugqi, a NPC deputy from
Beijing, said: “I was very much
impressed by his (Wen’s) work
during the summer of 199§,
when he played an important
role in fighting the floods.

“I was also impressed by his
diligent, down-to-earth working
style. I hope he will maintain it.”

Li, also deputy executive di-
rector of National Foundation
for Natural Sciences, urged the
new leadership to address the
challenges brought about by
China’s entry into the World

Trade Orgamsation.'
uty Peng Zhenkun of
Central ina’s Hubei Province

said the new government should
invest more to develop the coun-
try’s relatively poor western re-
gions, especially those where
ethnic minorities live.

The development of western
regions in China, especially in the
education sector, is crucial to its
goal of building a well-off society
in an all-round way, said Peng,
president of Hubei Institute for
Nationalities. The Premier’s Cab-
inet nominations, which include
17 new faces, sailed through the
NPC, the official Xinhua news
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Saturday gave up his second post
as Chinese President.

Mr Wen appointed four vice
premiers to the state Council,
China’s cabinet, to assist him.
The appointees are Mr Huang
Ju, Mr Wu Yi, Mr Zeng Peiyan
and Mr Hui Liangyu.

Mr Huang will be executive
vice-premier while Mr Wu will
handle foreign affairs, Mr Zeng
will be involved in overall man-
agement of the economy, and
Mr Hui will focus on agriculitural
and related issues, sources said.

Mr Wen aiso nominated Mr
Zou Yongkang, General Cao
Gangchuan, Mr Tang Jiaxuan,
Mr Hua Jianmin and Mr Chen
Zhili as state councitlors (senior
cabinet ministers).

Mr Zhou will be public securi-
ty minister concurrently while
Gen Cao will be the new defence
minister. Mr Tang, former Chi-
nese foreign minister, was promo-
ted as state councillor and he will
assist Mr Wu in handling foreign
affairs while Mr Chen will be in
charge of education and cultural
issues. Mr Hua will also be ap-
pointed as state council secretary.

With Mr Huang as executive
vice-premier and Mr Hua as
cabinet secretary, the state coun-
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(New Chmese Cablne} |

By P. S. Suryanarayana L\/

BEUING, MARCH 17. China’s new
leaders on Monday formed a
State Council to meet the chal-
lenges of governance in the
context of geopolitical uncer-
tainties on the global stage and
the rising expectations on the
domestic front.

The slate of 35 State Council
members was proposed by Wen
Jiabao who succeeded Zhu
Rongji as Prime Minister on
Sunday. The new Council,
“right-sized” compared to the
previous one, consists of four
Vice-Premiers, five State Coun-
cillors and 26 Ministers in addi-
tion to the Prime Minister,
besides the Governor of the
People’s Bank of China and the
Auditor General.

The appointments were ap-
proved by the Tenth National
People’s Congress (NPC), or
Parliament, at its sitting here on
Monday. Mr. Wen too held the
centre stage during Monday’s
NPC sitting, while Mr. Zhu, no
longer at the highest echelons
of power, was not present. The

The New Chinese
Vice-Premier, Wu Yi, attends
the NPC session in Beijing on
Monday. Ms. Wu is the only

woman member on the
Politburo. — AP

most noteworthy appointment
on Monday was that of Tang
Jiaxuan, the outgoing Foreign
Minister, as a new State Coun-
cillor, on a political promotion.
He will function as China’s new
Foreign policy Czar, in a sal-
utary sense of the term, and in

|

installed

place o?% Qlchen, who was
Vice-Premibr in the outgoing
administration. China’s new
Foreign Minister, whose name

net, is Li Zhaoxing, who is no
stranger to international poli-
tics and diplomacy.

The portfolio of Defence has
gone to Cao Gangchuan, who
will concurrently serve as State
Councillor and hold the posi-
tions of Vice-Chairman of the
Central Military Commissions
at the levels of the CPC and the
state. Mr. Cao, who joined the
People’s Liberation Army (PLA)
in July 1954, is considered to be
well-versed in the political art
and strategic business of Chi-
na's military affairs. He is,
therefore, expected to lend sub-
stance to the PLA-CPC equa-
tion as before. The new State
Councillors include Hua Jian-
min and Chen Zhili, a woman
leader, besides Mr. Tang, Mr.
Cao and Mr. Zhou. At Monday’s
NPC sitting, soft musical strains
heightened the political drama
of electronic balloting as on the
two previous davs as well.

tops the list of Mr. Wen'’s Cabi- |
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- Wen Jiab
: oy

By P.S. Suryanarayana

BEIING, MARCH 16. Wen Jiabao,
an archetypal technocrat-poli-
tician with communist creden-
tials, was today chosen China’s
new Prime Minister in sync with
the country’s ongoing search
for specialised skills in govern-
ance. The 60-year-old Wen suc-
ceeds Zhu Rongji, a proactive
architect of China’s continuing
transition from a planned econ-
omy to a market-oriented “so-
cialist system”.

With Mr. Wen's elevation in
the current session of the Tenth
- National People’s Congress
(NPC), or Parliament, China’s
new political configuration has
taken a definitive shape. Hu Jin-
tao, new President, will be the
first among equals, even as he
steers the Communist Party of
China (CPC), the sole political
arbiter. Mr. Wen will run the ad-
ministration, while Jiang Ze-
min, who retains power over the
military  establishment, will
have a final say over China’s
strategic status as a major play-

er on the international stage.
Mr. Wen’s election was mod-
elled on the pattern by which
Mr. Hu was appointed. In yet
another display of ‘designer-
politics’, an external perception
of the pre-determined style and
work of China’s NPC, the top
managers of the CPC, today or-
ganised the latest encore in the
country’s orderly transfer of
power. The baton has now
passed from the third genera-
tion of party leaders to the
fourth, without the tumult and
the troubles of some of the ear-
lier episodes of power shift
within the context of the CPC’s

ao, China’s PM

political monopoly.

The new refrain in Chinese
politics is that the CPC pulsates
with the heartbeat of almost all
the people, including those who
might wish to articulate alterna-
tive views on matters of state
policy. But there was no indica-
tion at today’s NPC session that
a pluralist democracy, as widely
understood outside China, was
on the cards. In today’s voting,
in which red-toned computer-
ised ballot boxes were used, Mr.
Weng secured 2,906 votes in fa-
vour of his single-candidature
for the prime ministership and
three against, with 16 abstain-
ing. Mr. Hu was re-elected Vice-
Chairman of China's Central
Military Commission.

Xiao Yang was re-appointed
President of the Supreme Peo-
ple’s Court, while Jia Chunwang
became the new Procurator-
General. For the country’s pres-
idency, Mr. Hu on Saturday ob-
tained 2,937 votes, with four
NPC deputies opposing his ex-
clusive candidature and three
others abstaining.

17 M2 203
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Hu Jintao

By P.S. Suryanarayana

BELING, MARCH 15. The General
Secretary of the Communist
Party of China (CPC), Hu Jintao,
today succeeded Jiang Zemin as
the country’s sixth President in
a largely symbolic election in
Beijing. With this, China sig-
nalled its transition to a possi-
ble new era of orderly politics of
succession from the painful me-
mories of succession struggles
that often marked the country’s
contemporary history since the
formation of the communist
state in 1949.

Mr. Hu's rise today from the
position of China’s Vice-Presi-
dent came as fo surprise at all,
although the balance of power
might now be determined by
the parallel reality that Mr. Jiang
retained his ultimate authority
over the country’s powerful mil-
itary establishment in a sepa-
rate ballot here.

China will elect its next Prime
Minister on Sunday.

The new National People’s
Congress (NPC), or parliament,
served as the electoral college,
even as the pre-determined
succession saga for the presi-
dency was choreographed with
a touch of innovation. A state-
of-the-art process of advanced
electronic voting was adopted
to signal China’s intention to

vt

S Clliqa"s

move towards a system of polit-
ical transparency.

The secret ballot papers were
cast into a computerised box
that scanned the voting pattern
for tabulation purposes in a so-
called “in camera” process. Less
than a handful among the 2,951
NPC deputies, who attended
the session, voted against Mr.
Hu.

Mr. Hu's place as Vice-Presi-
dent has now gone to Zeng
Qinghong, generally believed to
be Mr. Jiang's political protégé
and close lieutenant. The other
major election today was that of
Wu Bangguo as Chairman of the

President

?new NPC Standing Committee

— the parliament’s presiding
officer and final arbiter. Mr. Wu
succeeds Li Peng, a veteran of
the vestigial old guard of com-
munism in China. Several Vice-
Chairmen of the new NPC
Standing Committee and all its
members, numbering about
160, were also elected in a ses-
sion that lasted almost three
hours.

While the final political con-
figuration of the “new genera-
tion of leaders” will be known
after the next Prime Minister is
elected, today’s montage of
leadership changes was replete
with not only its theatrical ap- .
peal but also a central theme.
The theme of change with con-
tinuity was reflected by the soft
manner in which Mr. Jiang ~
greeted his successor with a
firm handshake and a studied
smile after it was announced
that Mr. Hu would assume Chi«
na’s presidency without securi-
ng the final say over the
country’s military forces.

Yet, even as Mr. Hu bowed to
the delegates who acclairaed his
election, he seemed to herald a
specific “Chinese model of suc-
cession”, as envisioned by Chi-
na-watchers such as Zheng
Yongnian and John Wong, for
now.

Icon of Deng legacy: Page 14
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ByP.S. Suryanarayana(

BEUING, MARCH 15. The supersti-
tion of a feared ‘Ides of March’
is, of course, alien to the politi-
cal culture of communist sys-
tem such as the one that
sustains itself in China. Not sur-
prisingly, therefore, the rise of
Hu Jintao, China’s Vice-Presi-
dent and General Secretary of
the Communist Party of China
(CPC), as the next President to-
day occurred in as smooth a
manner as might have been
possible.

Also, there simply is no justi-
fication whatsoever to see the
political equation between
Jiang Zemin, who today yielded
way to Mr. Hu at the presiden-
cy, and the new President, in
the historical context of Julius
Ceaser and his supposed luck
on the ‘Ides of March’, March
15. While it is too early to fore-
see the political niche that Mr.
Hu might be able to carve for
himself as President and as the
General Secretary of the Com-
munist Party of China, a pivotal
post, the parameters of his ju-
risdiction have now become
clear.

At the party level, the ruling
elite has now come to be char-
acterised as a collective leader-
ship with Mr. Hu as the General
Secretary.

This formulation is different
from the one that came to be
associated with Mr. Jiang until
he relinquished the CPC’s high-
est post in favour of Mr. Hu last
November.

Mr. Jiang had commanded a
collective leadership with he
himself being at the ‘core’ of
such a dispensation. This differ-
entiation is a reflection of the
political stature of Mr. Hu in re-

PICKING UP WHERE JIANG LEAVES?: The new Chinese

President, Hu Jintao (right) picks up a plece of document

dropped by the former President, Jiang Zemin, in Beijing
on Saturday. — Reuters

lation to Mr. Jiang. However,
the CPC and Government in-
siders’ view is that the descrip-
tion of Mr. Hu’s standing is not
at all a slur on his capabilities
which have propelled him to
the top. In fact, it is widely ac-
knowledged that Mr. Hu was
chosen by Deng Xiaoping, the
post-Mao patriarch of China, as
the prime leader of the “fourth
generation” which is now
poised to take over China’s re-
ins as a socialist or communist
state.

At the Government level, Mr.
Hu will not have, in the fore-
seeable future, any ultimate say
over the military establishment.
This factor is magnified by the
fact that Mr. Jiang will continue
to call the political shots as re-
gards the People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) in his status as the
Chairman of the CPC’s Central
Military Commission, a post he

-was re-elected to in November

2002. This aspect should be

seen in the light of the reality
that Mr. Hu's presence within
the panels that control the PLA
is next only to that of Mr. Jiang
himself. In a sense, this arrange-
ment is designed to help China
weather the strategic crises
such as those concerning Iraq
and the anti-terror war on the
international stage.

The division of functions be-
tween Mr. Hu and the Prime
Minister, who will be elected to-
morrow, may have something
to do with the management of
China’s economy.

Overall, the 60-year-old Mr.
Hu, whose political experience
includes that of overseeing Ti-
bet, is no stranger to high-volt-
age politics despite his political
status as someone several paces
behind the 76-year old Jiang,
who is emulating, for the pre-
sent at least, a partial aspect of
the Deng legacy of having a final
say over strategic affairs at
home and abroad.
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BELING, MARCH 14. China’s new
Parliament, the Tenth National
People’s Congress (NPC), is
poised to choreograph a politi-
cal succession at the top eche-
lons of the Government and the
State-hierarchy. The process is
expected to begin at the Great
Hall of the People here on Sat-
urday and last a couple of days.
Topping the list of changes,
widely predicted in China itself,
is the likely transfer of power
from the President, Jiang Ze-
min, to Hu Jintao, currently
Vice-President and the General
Secretary of the Communist
Party of China (CPC).

The party intends to retain its
absolute control over the com-
manding heights of the coun-
try’s Government as also the
larger State-apparatus. To pro-
mote this objective through
means in tune with the chang-
ing realities on the global stage,
several key NPC deputies have
already suggested, during the
ongoing NPC session, that the
CPC should attune itself to the
principles of “market economy”’
and the trends of ‘giobalisation’.
The country’s new leaders, ex-
pected to be elected by the NPC
now, should themselves be the
proactive spokespersons of
“market economy” and global-
isation within the Chinese ‘so-
cialist’ political culture, these
deputies have suggested.

The overall objective is that

ke overvf!n {iéﬁg

ternatidnial atten-
tion in this
situatio is
whether Mr. Jiang
will continue to
function as the
Chairman of the
CPC’s Central
Military Commis-
.sion as also the
Chairman of Chi-
na’s Central Mili-
tary Commission.
These twin posi-
tions are central
to the scheme of
power-politics in
China in view of
4% the almost sym-

The Chinese President, Jiang Zemin, who biotic relationship
_Is expected to step down, rubs his eyes between the CPC
at the closing ceremony of the Chinese and the country’s

People’s Political Consultative Conference military establish-

1Y)

in Beljing on Friday. — AP

the CPC’s political primacy and
power-monopoly can be sus-
tained unchallenged if the party
can tune itself to the new wave-
lengths of the people’s aspira-
tions — a pragmatic economic
agenda for it own sake and for
the sake of the CPC’s sustain-
ablie role as the sole authority in
power.

Mr. Hu's likely elevation as
China’s President is a logical se-
quel to his election as the CPC’s
General Secretary at the party’s
last national congress that was
held here about four months
ago.

A matter of considerable in-

ment since the in-
ception of the
People’s Republic of China in
1949,

Another key appointment of
interest to both the Chinese and
others is that of a new Prime
Minister in the place of Zhu
Rongji, who had in recent years
become the visible face of Chi-
na’s rapid economic liberlisa-
tion.

Given the current geo-strate-
gic tensions on the global stage,
the nomination of a new For-
eign Minister, with or without
the parallel appointment of a
separate “foreign policy czar” is
also awaited with interest.
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. |China begins m_%o,:_::o top leaders

Reijing: China on Friday began
naming a new generation of leaders
to head the governmment for the next

five years with the appointment of

Jia Qinglin as the chalrman of CPC-
CC National Comumitiee, the coun-
try's top advisory body

Jia, member of the standing com-
mittee of the politburo of the ruling:

tominunist Party of China (CPC)
central committee, was elected tothe

post at the fourth plenary meeting of -

the body's first session, attended by

2,151 members. the official Xinhua.

news agency reported. Jia, 62, re
placed LiRuibuan, 67.

»Jia’s appeintment comes as 1o
surprise as it ‘was known last No-

vember that he would be the head of _

the CPCCC,” an Asian diplomat com-
mented, ma&:m that the CPC would
like to go strictly according to the
wishes of the top leadership, so asto
ensure confinuity and political sta-
bility

Jia, the former Communist party
secretary in Beiling is considered a
close aide of the putzoing Chinese
President Jiang Zemin. He and other
close friends of Jlang are expected to
help Jiang retaimpolitical power be-
hind the scenes after-he velinguishes
the nwmwamzom 01 Saturday,
‘be stucceeded
by his %E&Q u Jintao, who was
made the general secretary of the
CPC in Novembet Jast yean

Apart from electing a new CPCCC

! chairman, the meeting also appoint-

| 0@ 24 new vice-chairmen, a secretary-
general and 229 standing cohimittee

y-elected chairman 3, the oa_:agw
consuitative conference, Jia 93.5 a@&.
lated by outgoing chairman Li Ruhuanin

w.&ﬁ:& on Thursday.

members.

‘Meanwhile, the nearly 2.000-mem-
bers to the newly-elected 10th Na-
yional People’s Congress (NPC), Chi-
na’s parliament, will get a ‘draft list’

-of eandidates 1o the other top posts

which they could use for diseussions

and voting on Saturday and Sunday.
The draft list, atill a state secret,

were finalised on Thursday by fop

The meeting,

bR chaired by presidium
chairman Wu Bang
guo  endorsed the
draft list of candi
dates for senior Chi-
nese leaders and de-
cided to distribute the
list for discussion by
all NPC deputles to
the ongoing NPC an-
nual session, it said,

The list includes.
candidates for chair-
man of the NPC
standing committee,
Chinese  president
- and  vice-president,
chairman of Central
Military Commission
of China, Presidemt of
the Supreme People’s

sourt and Procura-

torate General of the
Supreme People’s
Procuratorate  and
chairman, vice-chair-
men and members of
specialised commiitees,

The vice president’s post, which
would become vacant after Hu's ele-
vation as Chinese President on Sat-
urday is likely to be fllled in by Zeng
Qinghong, a close aide of Jiang.

Li Peng, the chairman of the 9th
NPC standing committee is expected
to be replaced by Wu Bangguo, cur
rerrtly number two in the CPC hier-

leaders attending the third E,miav.\ ‘archy Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji is

umof the NPC session, Kinhua Sw
.pn@@ reported. e

expected to give up his post to his
deputy, Wen Jiabao, who rose to

O ,:m DSES is mvno..:,@a
chairman of CPCCC National
Committee

& Jia is considered a close aide
of outgoing President Jiang :
Zemin | N

® Zhu Rongji is expected to
give up his post to his deputy,
Wen Jiabao

g

number three rank in the CPC last
November.

A new erop of vice premiers, min-
Isters ardd top officials of the govern-
ment departments would be decided
later next week before the NPC winds
up its 15-day annual sesgion.

Meanwhile, a Chinese foreizn min-
1stry sapokesman on Thursday pac-
 questions on whether Chinag
would opt for a new foreign minister
in place of Tang Jiaxuan. Asked to
comment on reports that Tang would
he promoted as a siate councillor
(senior cabinet minister), foreign
ministry spokesman Kong Quan said
._Emmpn have patience”,

Youw ili come to know in the com-
ing davs,” Kong said, in responsetoa
guestion at a vegular forelgn min-
istry briefing, the last one before the
formation of the new Chinese gov-
ernment next week. While the {op
ip line-up is more or less cer-
tain, no one is able to predict whether
Tar, who has heen China’s foreign
minister since 19958, will get a promo-

tion o becone a state Q;m#&? un-
B O A B e et
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lJia Qinglin Lohead

By P. S. Suryanarayanaw

" BENING, MARCH 13. The ongoing

session of the National Com-
mittee of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Confer-
ence (CPPCC), which should
not be confused with the Na-
tional People’s Congress (NPC)
or Parliament, today elected
new leaders.

Even as Jia Qinglin was elect-
ed as the Chairman of the new
CPPCC National Committee,
China’s highest advisory forum
chose Zheng Wantong as its
Secretary General.

Two dozen other officer-
bearers were also elected.

With the CPPCC completing

its leadership selection process |

in the first phase of the present
season of political changes in
China, the focus will now shift
to the anticipated managerial
changes at the country’s highest
echelons of power at the gov-
ernment and state-levels.

A question with no authorita-

Jia Qinglin (centre), who wlill head the Chinese People’s

p?litical panel

Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC), addresses a
meeting as the President, Jlang Zemin (left) and the
Vice-President, Hu Jintao, chat in Beljing, recently.

tive answer at this stage was
whether China’s President,
Jiang Zemin, would retain his
current duality of positions as

the Chairman of the CPC ’s Mil-
itary Commission as also the
leader of a parallel military
commission at the state level.
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By P. S. Suryanarayana \X?

BEUING, MARCH 12. The creation of a “well-
off Chinese society” in “an all-round way,”
the strategic task of safeguarding China
from terrorism as also other threats, the ob-
jective of raising the country’s “social secu-
rity profile” and the management of the
current transition from a planned economy
to a market-oriented ‘socialist’ dispensa-
tion have come to dominate the agenda of
the ongoing first annual session of the 10th
National People’s Congress (NPC), the new
Parliament, in Beijing.

These and other related issues are being
discussed as specialised aspects of an in-
tegrated national agenda. The debate is be-
ing conducted within the overall political
framework of the paramount power that
the Communist Party of China (CPC) con-
tinues to exercise.

The deliberations on the polity are,
therefore, focused exclusively on the in-
tended leadership changes at the highest
levels of Government. It is in this context
that a list of names for the top positions
within a consultative mechanism was final-
ised today, and the list is expected to be
voted upon tomorrow by the same body,
which functions as the NPC's complemen-
tary organisation.

With the overarching goal-post being
that of a ‘well-off society,” the Chinese

iigng outline§

Preskl?e\t, Jiang Zemin, has told the NPC
deputies that the idea of a prosperous so-
ciety is in sync with the “Theory Three Rep-
resents” about the basic new identity of the
CPC as a representative of the advanced
production forces as also the cultural forces
and the overwhelming majority of the Chi-
nese people.

This Theory, widely regarded as Mr.
Jiang’s own contribution to contemporary
China’s political ideology, was enshrined as
the CPC's new credo at the party’s 16th na-
tional congress that was held here last No-
vember.

According to Mr. Jiang, the goal of a
‘well-off society’ is in line with Deng Xiaop-
ing’s doctrine of transforming China into a
modern economy in stages. Deng was the
patriarch who had placed Maoist China on
the path towards a socialist market econo-
my over 20 years ago.

Terrorism, economy

And, the present debate is all about re-
making China as a state-of-the-art econo-
my in the first 20 years of the present
century. To secure the necessary environ-
ment for the realisation of such priorities,
the NPC has turned the spotlight on such
issues as the fight against terrorism and the
need to promote the high-tech skills of Chi-
na’s military establishment on the basis of
higher defence allocations.

thng.'ory of ‘we!boff society’

On the anti-terror front, where China’s
Xinjiang region was recently in the news, a
top official from there has briefed the NPC
on the latest situation.

The threat posed by the East Turkestan
Islamic Movement, a banned terrorist out-
fit, is now said to have been contained. As
for the external dimension of China’s secu-
rity profile, Mr. Jiang has called upon the
country’s military to upgrade its skills,
while the CPC General Secretary, Hu Jintao,
reaffirmed the importance of reunifying
Taiwan with the Chinese mainland in a
peaceful manner on the basis of “one coun-
try, two systems.”

As for the social dimension of China’s
internal security, the Labour and Social Se-
curity Minister, Zhang Zuoji, today spelt
out measures to manage the transition
from a planned economy to a market-ori-
ented one without any upheavals of mass
unemployment or work-force dislocations. |

In an episode, apparently designed to
catch the NPC’s attention, a man today
made an intrusive entry into a Western
news agency’s office in Beijing.

Claiming to have a ‘bomb’ in his posses-
sion, the person was said to have wanted to
draw attention to ‘corruption’ in the Chi-
naese society.

The intruder’s claim of being in posses-
sion of a weapon later turned out to be a
‘hoax,” the authorities indicated.




‘Beijing me

orderly change of power

By Harvey Stockwin
TimEs NEws NETWORK

Hong Kong: The 10th Na-
tional People’s Congress
which opened in Beijing on
Wednesday will mark the
completion of the transfer of
power from the third to the
fourth generation of Chinese
Communist Party leaders.

While everything appears
to be going smoothly in the
first orderly transfer of pow-
er since the 1949 communist
revolution, at the end of this
NPC session in ten days time,
it is likely that in one impor-
tant way, the generational
change will still be incom-
plete.

The 16th Congress of the
Chinese Communist Party
last November began the gen-
erational changeover by
reshuffling those holding
party positions. This session
of the NPC formally will
mark the related changeover
in governmental posts.

Last month, Thai Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra
had to apologise for breach of
protocol when he congratulat-
ed CCP secretary-general Hu
Jintao on his elevation to the
Presidency. This was because
the Chinese insist on main-
taining the image of the NPC
actually deciding who gets
what post and the Thai con-
gratulations came before the
NPC had met.

But Mr Thaksin was only
making a correct assump-
tion— that party posts con-
trol government positions,
and that the actual transfer
of power at the top was de-
cided long ago at the highest
CCP levels. Since Hu Jintao
became CCP secretary- gen-
eral last November, and was
ranked first in the nine-
member Standing Commit-
tee of the politburo (PSC), he
will now be appointed Presi-
dent at this NPC session, re-
placing retiring President
Jiang Zemin.

6 Mar 2m3

et will witness

S

Reuters

Chinese Prime Minister Zhu Rongji delivers a report to the

annual session of the National People’s Congress in Beijing

on Wednesday.

Since Wu Bangguo was
ranked second in the PSC, he
will replace Li Peng as chair-
man of the NPC.

Vice Premier Wen Jiabao
was ranked third in the PSC
and it is confidently expected
that he will now replace Zhu
Rongji as Premier. Former
Beijing first party secretary
Jia Qinglin was ranked fourth
in the PSC and it is already
clear that he will replace Li
Ruihuan as chairman of the
Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference (CP-
PCC). The CPPCC, represent-
ing the united front backing
communist rule, is also cur-
rently in session in Beijing.

Since fifth-ranked Zeng
Qinghong has replaced Hu

Jintao as president of the
CCP Party School, and as
head of the CCP central com-
mittee secretariat, it is as-
sumed that he will also re-
place Hu Jintao as China’s
vice-president.

At the end of this session,
the NPC will go through the
motions of discussing, nomi-
nating and voting for all
these top positions. But in
fact the NPC members will be
merely rubber stamping
these and other appoint-
ments. Nevertheless this
carefully arranged
changeover is a far cry from
the bitter succession strug-
gles which marred the rule of
the CCP first generation un-
der Mao Zedong.
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~"China for non-nuclearisationg
+® of Korean peninsula

By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, FEB. 13. China today
underlined its ‘insistence’ on
the “non-nuclearisation of the
Korean peninsula” in the con-
text of the decision by the In-
ternational Atomic  Energy
Agency (IAEA) to report to the
United Nations Security Coun-
cil that Pyongyang was fully in
“non-compliance” with the
‘binding’ Nuclear Non-Prolifer-
ation Treaty (NPT) and a related
SafeguardsAgreement. -

The stand was enunciated by
the Chinese President, Jiang Ze-
min, during talks in Beijing to-
day with Lee Hae-chan, visiting
Special Envoy of the South Ko-
rean President-elect, Roh Moo-
hyun. The Chinese stand over
N. Korea’s suspected nuclear
weapons programme is impor-
tant on account of Beijing's
substantive strategic equation
with Pyongyang. As a veto-em-
powered permanent member of
the Security Council, China is in
a position to determine the

U.N.'s view of North Korea's
NPT infractions.

At the relevant meeting of the
[AEA’s Board of Governors in
Vienna on Wednesday, China
voted in favour of the resolution
that tossed the North Korean is-
sue onto the Security Council’s
lap. The overall technical rea-
soning by the IAEA was that
North Korea’s recent exit from
the NPT would not free that
country from its non-prolifera-
tion commitments as regards
facilities that had been original-
ly placed under international
surveillance in terms of the
Treaty.

Of the disparate triumvirate
of East Asian countries most di-
rectly concerned with this issue,
Japan today insisted on having
a say during the Security Coun-
cil’s likely debates on North Ko-
rea. Tokyo argued that its
strategic interests on the Ko-
rean peninsula should be as
much a compelling factor in the
Security Council’s reckoning as
in the TIAEA’s. The Foreign Min-

0-t
‘ \L\\)/

istry in Tokyo called upon Pyon-
gyang to dismantle its nuclear
weapons programme in “a ver-
ifiable manner.” Japan was also
seized of North Korea’s poten-
tial ballistic missiles
programme.

South Korea, ethnic kin of the
North, welcomed the IAEA’s
move but did not call off the on-
going inter-Korean dialogue on
economic cooperation. Mr. Roh
said that Seoul “should be dif-
ferent from the United States”
where necessary and discuss
‘differences’ with Washington
to prevent the present crisis
from escalating into a war.
North Korea itself, “a nation in
its owh style,” a studied depic-
tion by Kongdan Oh and Ralph
Hassig, today remained con-
vinced of its strategic capabil-
ities to meet the new challenges
from the U.S. and the U.N. (as
perceived from Pyongyang).

The North officially refuted,
too, the American allegations
that it was but a “terrorist
regime”
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” BENJAMIN KANGLIM

Beijing, Jan. 19 (Reuters): An
ally of China’s new Communist
Party chief Hu Jintao was nam-
ed mayor of Beijing and six oth-
' er supporters were promoted to
key provincial posts, giving no-
" tice'of his increasing clout, state
media and analysts said today.
The weekend appointments
‘were the latest sign that Hu was
consolidating power. He took
over from Jiang Zemin as party
chief in a generational leader-
“sHip change at the 16th party
congress in Novempber, the
Communists’ first orderly suc-
cession since 1949.
~ Beijing vice-mayor Meng
Xuenong, 53, was appointed ma-
vor of the capital and Qian Yun-
lu, 58, was named head of the
- provincial legislature of south-
western Guizhou today.
- Both men once worked under
Hu-in the Communist Youth
League and are considered by
China watchers to be his alljes.
. ~Mayor Meng was openly sup-
Jportive of Hu at a news confer-
ertce hours after his appoint-
ment when asked about his own
Youth League background.
“Comrade Hu Jintao is just,
horiest and upright,” he said.
“He is not swayed by personal
considerations and left a very
deep impression on me. This is
probably his personal charm
dnd what Youth League cadres
should learn,” the mayor added.

"The weekend appointments
were another significant step in
what analysts say will be a long
road to building power.

_“Huis slowly showing his str-
ength. He is not that simple. He
will slowly consolidate power,”
said Jin Zhong, a veteran China
Watcher and publisher of Hong

. Kong’s Open monthly magazine.
. . ~Hu, 60, is due to replace
Jiang, 76, as state president at

7“the nati legislature’s annual
session in March.

Jiang packed the party’s upp-
er echelons with his own allies
and is expected to remain chief
of the military, wielding power
from behind the curtain like his
predecessor, Deng Xiaoping.
Though still in Jiang’s shadow,
Huhas tried to make his mark by
promoting several allies to key
posts and by media exposure.

In a highly publicised bid to
burnish his and the party’s
image, Hu also has taken up the
cudgels for China’s poor —one of
the few non-controversial areas
where he can make a difference
without the risk of stepping on
his predecessors’s toes.

Yesterday, five other Hu allies
were appointed to key provincial
government and parliamentary
posts. Li Keqiang, 47, one of Chi-

na’s youngest regional leaders, :

became parliamentary chief of

Henan, the most populous prov- |

ince with 95.6 million people.
Li already had been named
Henan party boss even though in

his previous post he had to take |

administrative blame for a disco !

fire in Luoyang city in December

YHE TELEGRAPE

u packs key posts
with comradesq”,,

2000 which killed 309 people.

Also under Li’s watch, thou-
sands of rural residents were in-
fected with HIV, the virus that
can cause AIDS, in a blood-sell-
ing scandal in the 1990s when
government-backed clinics fail-
ed to properly clean needles.

“Toeing the party line is
more important than the fire or
the AIDS scandal,” said Jin, the
publisher.
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