AFGHANISTAN / DIFFERENCES PERSIST

W"M’é Jirga calls for
votmg on Constitution

KABUL, DEC. 30. Afghanistan’s
Grand Council called on Tues-
day for voting on a post-Taliban
constitution, hoping to settle
rows over sharing power and re-
specting Islam that are clouding
the nation’s march toward sta-
bility.

After more than two weeks of
debate, most of the 502 dele-
gates to the Council, or Loya Jir-
ga, appear to support the
U.S.-backed President, Hamid
Karzai's call for a strongly cen-
tralised government.

But opponents are still press-
ing to award Parliament enough
powers to keep the President in
check, and for a stronger role
for Islam.

Exasperated Council leaders
tried on Tuesday to end the
bickering, reading out a dozen
proposed amendments and
saying they would be voted on
before the end of the day.

“No one else is allowed to
speak,” said Farooq Wardak,
Director of the constitutional
commission. “We have no more
time for talking.”

Officials have complained

about the $50,000-a-day bill to
the impoverished country, and
on Tuesday cut the floor micro-
phones in the huge tent where
the meeting is taking place to
halt the interventions of several
delegates.

The delegates said they were
still divided, but tired of the
bickering.

“Everyone should be glad
that the Jirga is at last getting
going,” said a cleric from north-
ern Samangan province who
said he wanted a parliamentary
system of government. ‘“We
have a great responsibility to
help bring peace to our peo-
ple.”

Mr. Karzaj argues a powerful
presidency is the only way to
hold the country together as it
recovers from more than two
decades of fighting.

But leaders of the factions
which fought Soviet occupation
in the 1980s and returned to in-
fluence by helping the United
States oust the Taliban two
years ago are warning that such
powers could lead to a dictator-
ship.
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A compromise draft unveiled
on Sunday would force the
President to consult Parliament
on all major policies and seek its
approval on key appointments.
It also contains amendments
apparently in response to rival
demands of Islamic hard-liners
and human rights advocates. |
The draft would also force par-
liamentary and presidential |
elections to be held simultane- {
ously.

Meanwhile, the U.S. military
said it killed 10 suspected rebels
and captured more than 100
other people in a four-week old
operation it has billed as the
largest since the fall of the Tali-
ban two years ago.

Two Afghan soldiers also
were killed, while two Afghans
and two coalition soldiers were
injured in action during Oper-
ation Avalanche, which ended
on Monday after four weeks, a
military spokesman said.

The operation involved more
than 2,000 U.S. troops in an area
of southern and eastern Af-
ghanistan, though there were
no major skirmishes, — AP
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Tahban rockets
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- strike Kabul "+

All eyes on Osama

NEW YORK, Dec. 22. — Osama bin Laden will try to capitam on

gg;afng‘i!es

KABUL, Dec. 22. — Afgha-
nistan’s ousted Taliban regime
claimed responsibility today
- for four suspected rockets
that hit Kabul overnight as a
historic convention continued
debating the country’s new
Constitution.

The International Security
Assistance Force said four ex-
plosions, believed to have
been caused by rockets, oc-
curred around Kabul between
11:00 p.m. yesterday (12 mid-
night IST) and 2:00 a.m. (3:00
a.m. IST) today but caused no
casualties. A Taliban spokes-
man who identified himself as
Abdul Samad claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack and
warned there would be more
to disrupt the historic loya jir-
ga (grand assembly) which
opened a week aga.

He also claimed responsi-
bility for a bloody assault on
Saturday on a border post in
the southern town of Spin
Boldak in which five Afghan

Saddam Hussein's humiliating arrest fo radicalise and "isla
anti-US resistance in iraq, a media report said eday au
fighters. The deposed lraqi president's capture

Osama's plans to shift anti-American ‘?ames’from ghanis

Iraq, Turkey and West Asia, they said. . -
“The arrest of Saddam will have a positive affect on me an@US} ,,
jihad and' Al-Qaida operations in iraq” Rahman Hotaki, a Taliban
official who works with Al-Qaida fighters in Waziristan on the
ghan border, was quoted as saying. “Many |

raqis hated Saddam, so

ihey didn'tjoin the fight. Now that he s gone, more %raqis will joina

holy jinad against the US; he told .

It quoted

sources as saying that US man-huntmg mms in Afghamstan have
come close to ﬁnﬁﬂg bin Ladenan several occaswns P

soldiers were killed and three
wounded. “We claim respon-
sibility for the rocket attack
last night in Kabul and the
Spin Boldak attack,” he said
over satellite phone.

Separately, four rockets ex-
ploded in the north of the
Capital overnight.

One hit a house in a resi-
dential area, blowing a hole in
the roof and shattering win-
dows, but not hurting anyone.

Kabul is currently on a high

security footing as it hosts a
constitutional council, amid
concerns that Taliban insur-
gents may try and target the
meeting. The loya jirga is be-
ing held in a huge tent on a
city college campus several km
west of where the four rockets
landed. US spokesman Roy
Glover said guards at the em-
bassy in downtown Kabul re-
ported seeing flash of two ex-
plosions several km away, but
had no further details.



Alghanis

~
e

tan set t(; adOpt /

powerful presidéncy

Kabul: Discussions in
Afghanistan’s historie consti-
tutional convention appeared
to be nearing a conclusion
Sunday, amid signs that the
war-ravaged couniry will
adopt a powerful presidency.

Some 500 delegates at the
loya jirga, or grand council,
are talking over a draft char-
ter presented by President
Hamid Karzai’s US-backed
government. The draft fore-
sees a tolerant Islamic state
under a strong chief execu-
tive. A new constitution is sup-
posed to pave the way for na-
tional elections in mid-2004,
crowning a two-year drive 10
stabilise the country after
more than two decades of con-
flict.

In a progress report at the
start of the jirga’s eighth day
deputy chairman Qaimddin
Kashaf said three of the 10
groups of delegates had com-
pleted article-by-article dis-
cussions. “I'm very pleased
with their hard work,” Mr
Kashaf said. “I hope that all

Former president of Afghanistan and chairman of the Loya

AFP

Jirga Sibghatullah Mujaddedi {left) gestures while addressing
the media, as vice-chairman Safia Sidiqi {centre} and deputy
chairman Mohammad Azam Dadfar look on during a press

conference in Kabut on Sunday.

the others will finish today.”
Council leaders must still de-
cide which recommendations
from the 10 commitiees
should be incorporated into
the draft, which would then
need ratification in a vote by
the whole assembly. No end

THE TIMES OF npjy 1. 08

date has been set for the gath-
ering.

Mr Karzai said on Saturday
he hoped the council, meeting
in an enormous tent on a Kab-
ul college campus, would fin-
ish its work by the end of the
year. aep



‘Six kids dead in
Aﬁg,amstan us

REUTERS
KABUL, DECEMBER 10

THE US Military said on
Wednesday that six children
and two adults were killed last
Friday in an attack on a com-
pound in southeastern
Afghanistan, the day before
- nine children were killed in a
bungled air strike.
~ The bodies of the six chil-
drenwere found after a US air
and ground attack on a com-
pound used by a “terrorist”
commander to store arms
near Gardez in Paktia
province, US  military
spokesman Lieutenant-
Colonel Bryan Hilferty said.

“After we went in there, we

dnsoovered e ext day, when |
we were tryingXo clear it, the
bodies of two ddults and six
children under a collapsed
wall,” he said. “We don’t know
what caused the wall to col-
lapse, because aithough we
fired on the compound, there
were secondary and tertiary
explosions.”

Hilferty told a news confer-
ence that Friday’s attack was
launched by special opera-
tions forces on a compound
used by militant commander
Mullah Jalani to store hun-
dreds of rockets, rocket
grenades, mines as well as ar-
tillery pieces. “We were con-
ducting a night assault on the
compound,” he said.

T
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""Téliban threatens to

k||| abdt%cte

SPIN BOLDAK (AFGHANIST N), DEC.
9. The Taliban has said that its
fighters killed a Pakistani engi-
neer in southern Afghanistan
this week and threatened to kill
the two kidnapped Indian
workers who, they alleged, were
intelligence agents.

The Pakistani engineer, An-
war Shah, was killed and anoth-
er Pakistani wounded when a
group of armed men ambushed
their car in southern Afghanis-
tan yesterday, while the two In-
dians were abducted from a
U.S.-funded road project on
Saturday.

Mullah Abdul Samad, Taliban
intelligence official, alleged the
two abducted Indians, a soil
sampler named Murali and a
foreman named Vardharai, em-
ployed on the Kandahar-Kabul

IndJans

road, !re Indian lntelhgence
agents,

Embassy in touch
with authorities

Amit Baruah reports fram
New Delhi:

The Indian Embassy in Kabul
is in touch with Afghan author-
ities and is closely monitoring
the situation. Government offi-
cials said there had been no di-
rect contact with the abductors
so far. There was also no way to
verify whether the threat made
by the so-called Taliban com-
mander to execute the Indian
workers was genuine.

“It is not as if the threat is to
Indian nationals in particular.
The Taliban seem to be target-
ing foreigners in- general,” the
officials added.
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HUTALA (AFGHANISTAN), DEC. 7. A
U.S. warplane in pursuit of a
“known terrorist” attacked a
village in eastern Afghanistan,
mistakenly killing nine children,
officials said on Sunday.

The U.S. Ambassador, Zal-
may Khalilzad, said the attack
had targeted a former Taliban
commander Mullah Wazir. He
added he was ‘“‘deeply sad-
dened” by the “tragic loss of in-
nocent life”. The United
Nations also said it was “pro-
foundly distressed”’ and called
for a swift investigation.

In the mountain village of
Hutala, blood and children’s
hats and shoes littered a field
marked by dozens of small cra-
ters from the American A-160
aircraft’s guns.

“They were just playing when
the shots came down,” said a
distraught villager who said his
8-year-old son, Habibullah, was
among the dead in Saturday’s
attack.

Wi

THE HINDU

U.S. Army Maj. Christopher
E. West said Wazir, a “known
terrorist,” was killed in the at-
tack, south of the city of Ghazni,
160 km southwest of Kabul.

But residents and local offi-
cials said Wazir, a former dis-
trict commander under the
Taliban, had escaped.

“At the time we initiated the
attack, we did not know there
were children nearby,” Maj.
West said from the U.S. military
headquarters at Bagram, north
of Kabul.

The U.S. ambassador stop-
ped short of acknowledging that
the military was responsible,
saying an investigation was un-
der way. Mr. Khalilzad said a se-
nior U.S. military officer and
Afghan officials were meeting
on Sunday the bereaved fam-
ilies, and that he had spoken to
the President, Hamid Karzai,
about the attack.

“This incidentywhich follows
similar incjdénts, adds to a

~

ne children die
in U.S. attack

sense of insecurity and fear in
the country,” Lakhdar Brahimi,
the U.N. Special Representative
to Afghanistan, said in Kabul.

The Afghan government said
it fully supported fighting ter-
rorism but urged the U.S.-led
coalition to “‘be very careful not
to repeat such tragedies”.

Maj. West and Mr. Khalilzad
said the U.S. troops had gone to
the scene and identified Wazir
among the dead, and also dis-
covered the bodies of the nine
children.

In Hutala, about a dozen
American soldiers stood guard
on Sunday outside a mud house
which locals said belonged to
Wazir.

A villager said the man was a
cousin of Wazir called Abdul
Hamid. Another villager said
the mullah had left two weeks
earlier.

Jawaid Khan, the Ghazni
Governor's secretary, also said
Wazir was not killed. — AP
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Indian duo
kidnapped in
é\rfglglylstan

Kabul, Dec. 7 (Agencies): Two
Indians, working on a US-funded
project to reconstruct an Afghan
highway, have been kidnapped
by suspected Taliban guerrillas
in the same area where a Turk-
ish engineer was abducted in Oc-
tober, officials said today.

An official at the Indian em-
bassy said the two Indians, both
24, were working with an Indian
firm contracted to Louis Berger
Group Inc., the US company
leading the project.

She said one was a soil sam-
pler and the other a foreman, but
declined to give their names.

But AFP quoted a project
manager who identified the
missing men as Murli and
Vardaya.

The men were abducted in
Shah Joy district of Zabul
province yesterday afternoon
while they were out shopping,
Zabul police chief Haji Moham-
mad Ayub said.

“They were picked up by
suspected Taliban along with
three Afghan colleagues who
were released and informed the
authorities about the kidnap-
ping,” he said. “Efforts are un-
derway to trace the Indians and
their captors.”

The Pakistan-based Afghan
Islamic Press news agency said
it had received a call from a man
claiming to be a member of the
Taliban, who said the Indians
were kidnapped by the guerril-
las on the border between Ghaz-
ni and Zabul provinces. AIP said
he declined to answer questions
on the incident.

News of the abduction comes
a week after Turkish engineer
Hassan Onal was released by
Taliban kidnappers following a
month’s captivity having been
abducted on the same Kabul-
Kandahar road.

Mullah Roazi, who the gov-
ernment described as the leader
of the Taliban kidnapping gang,
said Onal was freed after the gov-
ernment released two Taliban
prisoners held in Ghazni.

But Kabul denied any deal
was done.

Roazi also said th€¥xaain rga-
son Onal was freed was\thgf he
was a Muslim.

The Indian embassy official
said: “We are in touch with the
Afghan authorities and we are
working very closely with them
to secure their release.”

A source said their white
Toyota pickup truck was stopped
by three armed men, who
dragged the Afghan driver out
and beat him before getting into
the vehicle with the Indians
about 10 km north of Shah Joy.

The Indians were returning
from Bazargan village, the
Zabul police chief said. He said
two Afghans from Bazargan
working with the Indians had
been arrested and were being
questioned.

He said they had gone to the
village without informing the
authorities. “They were not
supposed to go out of the speci-
fied security area without in-
forming the guards and the road
security team.”

India is in close touch with
the Afghanistan authorities, ex-
ternal affairs ministry spokes-
person Navtej Sarna said in
Abuja, the venue of the Com-
monwealth summit, today.

External affairs minister
Yashwant Sinha “is in close
touch with Delhi for update and
is monitoring the situation”, the
spokesperson said.

The kidnapping is another
blow to the road project, the sin-
gle largest reconstruction
scheme in Afghanistan, which
has been hit by a wave of deadly
guerrilla attacks on workers and
de-miners renovating the badly-
damaged route.

Despite the violence, the US,
leading an 11,500-strong foreign
force hunting Taliban remnants
and their al Qaida allies, has
vowed to complete work on the
500-km road by the year-end.

Two Turkish engineers and
an Afghan were Kkidnapped
outside Kabul, an official said
today, bringing the number of
workers abducted to five in the
last three days.
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KABUL, Nov. 3. — Af-
ghanistan unveiled a draft
constitution today, a his-
toric milestone on what
has been o bloody, bumpy
cond often tragic path to re-
covery after decades of
war.
The draft’s first article
declares that “Afghanistan
is an [slamic Republic”, an
indication of the govern-
ment’s desire to bring the
country together under
the banner of Islam, which
is practiced by the vast ma-
Jority of Afghans. Howev-
er, the hardline Islamic
law enforced under the
former Taliban regime is
not expected to be a part
of Afghanistan’s future.
“The religion of Afgha-
nistan is the sacred reli-
gion of Islam. Followers of
other religions are free to
perform their religious
ceremonies within the lim-
its of the provisions of
law,” the draft states.
While avoiding direct
mention of Shariah (Isla-
mic holy law), the draft
states: “In Afghanistan, no
. law can be contrary to the

sacred religion of Islam
and the values of this Con-
stitution.”

The draft creates the
post of President and
Vice-President, and envi-
sions two Houses of con-
gress. The post of Prime
Minister — included in
previous versions of the
Constitution — was cut
from the final draft.

Many feared a strong
Prime Minister could have
emerged as a political and
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not dissolve Congress.
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arued forces. He will appoint
one-third of the members of the upper House of
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Congress has power to impeach the P
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© RELIGION: Afghanistan to ba an ig
ars of other religions will by fred 16
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~-srear term and actas

ort,

@ POLITICAL PARTIES: They can be estabi

as their charters ‘do not contradict the p

They cannot have any mili
¢ LANQUAGE: Pashto and

but the national anthem will be sung in
@ GENDER: No specifications on gender,
crimination and privilege between the ciizer
are prohibited. The citizens of quhanism_.

and duties before the law'.

military rival to the Presi-
dent, a major concern in a
country that has known lit-
tle but war for a quarter-
century.

“The most important
thing that a country like
Afghanistan needs is sta-
bility,” Mr Jawid Luddin, a
spokesman for President
Mr Hamid Karzai, said.
“This Constitution is made
for Afghanistan for the
next 100, 200 years.”

The draft must still be
debated at the loya jirga
(grand council) next
month. Ratification of the
document will set the
stage for nationwide elec-
tions scheduled for June.

A red-bound copy of the
long-awaited draft consti-
tution was handed to for-
mer King Mohammad
Zaher Shah, Mr Karzai
and Mr Lakhdar Brahimi,
special envoy of UN Sec-
retary-General Mr Kofi

Annan, during a ceremony
at Kabul’s Presidential
Palace.’

“I hope this will be ac-
ceptable for the people
and will direct people to-
ward peace, security and
democracy,” said the 88-
yeag-old Shah. The Consti-
tution enshrines Shah as
the ceremonial “father of
the nation”, but he has no
official political role and
the title will not be passed
along to his son. Mr Karzai
made no comment during
the unveiling ceremony.

The draft allows politi-
cal parties to be estabhsh
ed as long as their gharters
“do not contradict the
principles of Islam” anc
sets other conditions suct
as not having any militan
aims or foreign affiliation
It sets Pahsto and Dari a:
the official languages, bu
the national anthem wil
be sung in Pashto.

TNy



,\l\ AFGHANISTAN / ISLAMIC REPUBLIC’

Draft constltutlon unveiled

KABUL, NOV. 3. Afghamsta un—
veiled a post-Taliban drafticon-
stitution on Monday, a hisforic
milestone on what has been a
bloody, bumpy and often tragic
path to recovery after decades
of war.

The draft’'s first article de-
clares that “‘Afghanistan is an
Islamic Republic,” an indica-
tion of the Government’s desire
to bring the country together
under the banner of Islam,
which is practised by the vast
majority of Afghans. The hard-
line Islamic law enforced under
the former Taliban regime is not
expected to be a part of Afghan-
istan’s future.

Under the Taliban, men were
forced to grow beards and pray,
women were banned from
schools and almost all public
life, and music was forbidden.
Executions were carried out be-
fore large crowds at Kabul's
sports stadium.

“The religion of Afghanistan
is the sacred religion of Islam.
Followers of other religions are
free to perform their religious
ceremonies within the limits of
the provisions of law,” the draft
states, according to an English

translation vided by the
GM

THE HINDU

While avoiding direct men-
tion of Sharia, Islamic holy law,
the draft states that “‘in Afghan-
istan, no law can be contrary to
the sacred religion of Islam and
the values of this Constitution”.

The draft creates the post of
President and Vice-President,
and envisions two houses of
congress.

The position of Prime Minis-
ter — included in previous ver-
sions of the constitution — was
cut from the final draft.

Many feared a strong Prime
Minister could have emerged as

olitical and military rival to
%}’remdent a major concern
in & country that has known lit-
tle but war for a quarter-centu-

“The most important thing
that a country like Afghanistan
needs is stability,” said Jawid
Luddin, a spokesman for the
President, Hamid Karzai. *‘This
constitution is made for Af-
ghanistan for the next 100, 200
years.”

The draft must still be debat-
ed at a grand council, or loya
jirga, next month. Ratification
of the document will set the
stage for nationwide elections
scheduled for June.

A red-bound copy of the draft

was handed to the former King
Mohammad Zaher Shah, Mr.
Karzai and Lakhdar Brahimi,
special envoy of the U.N. Secre-
tary-General, Kofi Annan, dur-
ing a ceremony at Kabul's
Presidential Palace.

“I hope this will be accept-
able for the people and will di-
rect people toward peace,
security and democracy,” said
the 88-year-old Shah. The con-
stitution enshrines Mr. Shah as
the ceremonial “father of the
nation,” but he has no official
political role and the title will
not be passed along to his son.

The draft allows political par-
ties to be established as long as
their charters “do not contra-
dict the principles of Islam™ and
sets other conditions such as
not having any military aims or
foreign affiliation.

It sets Pahsto and Dari as the
official languages, but the na-
tional anthem will be sung in
Pashto.

While not specifying gender,
the draft states “‘any kind of dis-
crimination and privilege be-
tween the -~ citizens  of
Afghanistan are prohibited. The :
citizens of Afghanistan have
equal rights and duties before |
the law.” — AP A
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ghans get

Islamlc state

Kabul, November 3 \A( ‘

AFGHANISTAN’S draft consti-
tution, unveiled on Monday after
a two-month delay due to politi-
cal wrangling, envisages a
strong President elected directly
by the people and describes the
country as an Islamic republic.
The document lays the political
foundation for a return to nor-
malcy and aims to unite the di-
verse people under democratic
principles with an Islamic core.
The document, which also en-
visages a bicameral Parliament,
paves the way for elections in
mid-2004 that President Hamid
Karzai is expected to contest.
Copies of the draft, which must
be formally adopted by the Loya
Jirga, grand assembly of the main
tribes, in December. were handed
to Karzai, ex-king Zahir Shah and
UN envoy Lakhdar Brahimi at a
ceremony here. It will be debated
by 500 delegates from around the
country, setting the stage for na-
tionwide elections in June.
“There will be a strong presi-
dential system which will have
one vice-president,” Constitution
panel member Shukrya Barikzai
said. She added that there would
be no position of Prime Minister
and that the President would be
elected directly by the people.
Declaring the country to be an
Islamic state, the document says:
“No law contradicting the values
of Islam can be enforced”. But
there is no mention of the strict
imposition of Sharia law en-
forced under the Taliban. The
Taliban banned giris from attend-
ing school and most women from
work, and carried out public exe-
cutions in the name of Sharia.
The role of religion has been
one of the most sensitive areas in
drawing up the draft, with Islam-
ic parties made up of former Mu-
jahideen arguing for a more con-
servative approach than moder-
ates like Karzai. The document al-

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

A\ L

Muttawakil asylum

FORMER TALIBAN Foreign
Minister Mullah Wakil Ah-
mad Muttawakil has already
declined a Cabinet post and is
considering asylum in an
Arab country, possibly Qatar.

Muttawakil, Karzai’s media-
tor to the Taliban, was released
last Monday after 20 months in
custody, Karzai’s advisers wére
quoted by Time magazine. Tal-
iban hardliners, including
chief Mullah Omar, consider
him a traitor for surrendering
to US forces and have ordered
his assassination.

AFP, Kabul |

et

lows other religions-te prégtice
freely “w1th1n the Tizaes'

The draft says the Presfdemﬁ
will nominate 50 per ¢ent of the:
Upper House of Patfiament; ot
the “Meshrano J1rga?l(Hoase of
Elders). The lower chitiber wilt
bé called “Wolesi Jirga™ (Howse
of People), according to a state-
ment. The President will also
have the power to dissolve and
appoint the Cabinet “in consul-
tation with Parliament”.

The draft also calls on the gov-
ernment to promote the education
of women, an attempt to reverse
discrimination against women
under the Taliban.

The constitution was drafted
by a 35-member Constitutional
Review Commission that started
work a year ago. The process was
criticised by Western diplomats
who said it failed to take into ac-
count ordinary people's views
and had been rushed through for
the convenience of those in pow-
er. “I hope this will be acceptable ...
and direct people towards peace
and democracy,” said Shah.

Reuters
s/

7
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" Quetta new Tali

WASHINGTON, Nov. 1. — The
Pakistani province of Quetta has
become the new headquarters of the
Taliban, with militia leaders living
openly in the province, raising mon-
ey and preparing for attacks on se-
curity forces in Afghanistan,
according to the Washington Post.
“Thousands of Taliban fighters re-
side in mosques and madrasas with
the full support of a provincial ruling
party and militant Pakistani groups.
Taliban leaders wanted by the US
and Kabul governments are living

; 4

i, e i

an HQ: Rost
X, v oh
openly in nearby villages,” the Post
said today quoting a recent report in
Pakistani media. The report by Pak-
istani journalist Ahmed Rashid quo-
ted the provincial government’s
infermation minister as saying: “On-
ly the Taliban can constitute the re-
al government of Afghanistan.”
Rocket attack: Two rockets struck
an army compound in Quetta, capi-
tal of southwestern province of
Baluchistanhere, near the Afghan
border today. One security guard
was injured. — PTI & AP
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*and Hizb-i-Islam

United Nations: Express-
ing serious concern on the
resurgence of Taliban in
Afghanistan, a top United
Nations peacekeeping offi-
cial has said the militia
have established de facto
control over administra-
tion in several border dis-
tricts and that could affect
the electoral process in the
war-torn country.

Because of deteriorating
security situation, all UN
missions have been sus-

of disarmament anyl elec-
toral registration 1s de-
pendent on improvement
of security conditions. The
Afghan government, Mr
Guehenno said, had made
some progress in address-
ing the causes of insecuri-
tv.

Afghan President Hamid
Karzai had postponed the
Constitutional Loya Jirga
(CLJ) until the end of
Ramzan, providing the con-
stitutional commission

more time for
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finalising the
draft constitu-
tion.

Five-hun-
dred delegates
would partici-
pate in the
CLJ, of which
344 would be
elected on a
provincial ba-
sis by the dis-
trict represen-
tatives of the
2002 emer-
gency Loya
Jirga.

The rules of
procedure for
the CLJ elec-
tions had been
finalised and
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The New York Times

pended in Nimroz, Hel-
mand, Uruzgan and Zabul
provinces which, in turn,
has greatly restricted recon-
struction process and the
world body’s ability to mon-
itor the political process in
the south, he said.

The primary sources of
insecurity remained ter-
rorist attacks and cross-
border infittration by sus-
pected Taliban, Al Qaida
insur-
gents, under-secretary gen-
eral for peacekeeping Jean-
Marie Guehenno told the
Security Council on Friday,
days before a UNSC mis-
sion to the country.

As a result, he said, all
but one border district had
been classified as “high
risk” by the October 15 UN
security coordinator’s as-
sessment.

Attacks by suspected ter-
rorists against the govern-
ment, military and human-
itarian workers are steadi-
ly increasing and they are
predominantly targeting
national, rather than inter-
national, personnel. he
said.

Briefing the Council on

; the security situation, Mr

Guehenno said the success

distributed to
all  regions,
along with the final seat al-
location per province, the
UN official said.

National advisory com-
mittees for special category
elections, including
women, refugees and inter-
nally displaced persons,
Hindus and Sikhs are be-
ing established, he said.

The success of the disar-
mament, demobilisation
and reintegration process
and electoral registration
are, he said, dependent on
improvement of security
conditions. If held today,
those processes would not
succeed, as some 60 per
cent of the south and some
20 per cent of the southeast
are. at any one time, not
freely accessible.

In the long term, he said,
peace and stability in
Afghanistan would require
national unity, but there
were “worrying signs”
such as the several meet-
ings held by the so-called
“jehadi leadership”.

They demonstrate the
balance that must be
struck between moving the
peace process forward and
ensuring that major stake-
holders remain willing par-
ticipants, he said. em
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Ready for a second coming |
ne n e

rom the dusty bazaar of the bor-

der towns of Peshawar and Gu-

lanai in Pakistan, bristling with

guns and jihadi fighters, the
lightning victory achieved by the Ameri-
cans in the wake of the September 11 at-
tack two years ago seems like a distant
past. It’s as if Septemberll never hap-
pened and the taliban were never routed.
In the last ten days of August, the tal-
iban, who were driven out of Kabul
under withering US bombardment and
ground assault, assembled some 1,000
froops in the two tribal provinces of
Afghanistan to launch attacks on US and
Afghan forces. A mix of Pashtun tribail
passion and Islamic extremism, com-
bined with political failure in Pakistan,
lies behind the taliban resurgence and
explains why the American war on ter-
ror is faltering.

The war on terror has done little to
address the issue of Pashtun desire for
political autonomy. The taliban’s dra-
matic offensive in Afghanistan during
the past few weelks has been fuelled by re-
cruits, arms, money, and logistical sup-
port from Pakistan’s two provinces of
North West Frontier and Baluchistan,
where Pashtun tribesmen and Islamic
parties are sympathetic to the taliban.
Pakistan’s Pashtuns find common eth-
nic and political cause with the taliban,
who are also largely Pashtun. Pashtuns
on both sides of the border are bitterly
opposed to the presence of US forces in
Pakistan and Afghanistan.

is even stronger in Pakistan’s

seven Federal Administered Trib-
al Agencies, which run north to south
forming a 1,200-kilometre wedge be-
tween Afghanistan and the settled areas
of NWFP. The FATA are nominally
under the control of Pakistan, but the
tribes have been semi-autonomous since
the British raj. They have always carried
arms and sold arms to everyone in the
region, from Tamil Tigers and Kashmiri
militants to the taliban. These days the
bazaars in FATA are filled with taliban
— both Afghan and Pakistani — looking
to stock up before going into Afgha-
nistan. “The taliban are clean, honest,
believe in Islam, and will rout the Amer-
icans,” says Shakirullah, a Mohmand
shopkeeper. “Anyone fighting the Ameri-
cans is our friend,” he adds.

The Mohmands are just one of the
dozens of major tribes that straddle the
border, but their views are similar to
most tribal Pashtuns. Isolated from
mainstream Pakistan and the media,
misinformation is rampant. After
dozens of interviews it is apparent that
most Mohmands refuse to accept that al

T he sense of Pashtun brotherhood

AR

Driven out of Kabul by the US, the taliban continues to
batten on Pashtun disaffection in the border areas be-

tween Pakistan and Aghanistan, writes Ahmed Rashid

Arms and the men

Qaida carried out the attacks of Septem-
ber 11, believing instead that they were
perpetrated by “the CIA and Jews”. Most
Mohmands also believe that the Ameri-
cans and, in particular, the president,
George W. Bush. hate the Pashtuns.

After the defeat of the taliban in
Afghanistan, the Pakistan army entered
FATA agencies one by one at the request
of the US forces who are patrolling the
Afghan side of the bor-

nearly two years ago, the taliban battling
US and Afghan government troops in
southern Afghanistan are not retreating
under withering air bombardment by
the Americans. Instead, they are stand-
ing their ground and bringing in more
recruits from Pakistan, while at the
same time trying to open up other fronts
in eastern Afghanistan to broaden the
attack against US forces.

The taliban are now

der looking for al Qaida striking at Afghan and
militants. In August, at C US positions all along
the behest of the Ameri- As Pervez the Pakistan-Afgha-
cans, thousands of Pak- Musharraf allies nistan border. Just last
istani troops occupied . weekend they launched
the Mohmand Agency himself CIosely an audacious attack a
for the first time. But to the US, Islamic few miles outside

the army has been un-
able to stop the flow of
guns and fighters to the
taliban. For the first
time since their defeat

THE TELEGRAH

extremism is
rising in the army’s
officer corps?

Kabul. The taliban aim
is to humble the Ameri-
cans and the govern-
ment led by the Afghan
president, Hamid
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arzai, and delay the political process —
including the adoption of a new consti-
tution this December and general elec-
tions next June - all the while prevent-
ing reconstruction by aid agencies and
ensuring that instability remains.

FATA are designed to apprehend

taliban and al Qaida leaders such
as Osama bin Laden, who is believed to
be hiding out further south. With Ameri-
can funds, the army is building schools,
hospitals and roads in FATA to try to win
the tribesmen’s support and glean intel-
ligence from them as to the whereabouts
of taliban and al Qaida leaders.

But the army’s one hand is tied be-
hind its back. General Orakzai promised
tribesmen that the army would not in-
terfere in their main economic liveli-
hood — the smuggling of goods (and
drugs) between Afghanistan and Pak-
istan -— trade, which also provides the
taliban with supplies. The army has also
not prohibited the sale of guns and am-
munition in FATA, which supply the
whole of Pakistan.

Meanwhile, US officials and Afghan
leaders have charged that Pakistan’s
powerful Inter-services Intelligence is
clandestinely providing its own support
to the taliban, a charge Pakistan vehe-
mently denies. However, on August 31,
the army spokesman, Major General
Shaukat Saulat, admitted that three to
four officers had been arrested for links
to Pakistani extremist groups who are
also backing the taliban — the officers
were all posted near FATA. In Afgha-
nistan, officials close to Karzai say the
officers were in fact captured in Zabul
province while helping the taliban and
were handed over to US forces who took
them to Pakistan for questioning. The
army denies the charge.

The Pakistani army’s actions in

cerns that as the president, Pervez

Musharraf, who is also army
chief, allies himself closely to the US in
its war against terrorism and in Iraq, Is-
lamic extremism is rising in the army’s
officer corps. The army backed extrem-
ist Islamic causes such as the taliban
regime in the past, but since September
11, Musharraf has been at pains to stress
that Islamic fundamentalism has been
eliminated in the army.

T he arrests come amidst rising con-
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“Thousangs join
Taliban's new
jehad: Report

London, §%r 9 ?(\,\‘7

ALMOST TWO years after they
were defeated, the Taliban lead-
ership is recruiting thousands of
extremists popularly called “Sar-
baz” — those who care nothing
for their own lives — to fight the
governmment of Mohd Karzaiand
the US-led forces in Afghanistan,
reports here said.

The Taliban were supposedly
vanquished in December 2001
when the US and Northern Al-
liance toices drove them trom
power, uie revi ing dud Nghting
back across southern Afghan-
istan. According to the report
from Kandahar, students from re-

" ligious seminaries across the bor-
der in the Pakistani province of
Baluchistan have joined the war
within Afghanistan and are ready
to take part in suicide missions,
the report in The Telegraph said.

The scarcity of reconstruc-

P tion work in Afghanistan’s sout-
hern regions, where people lack
healthcare, education or even
wells for drinking water, has
boosted the Taliban’s recruit-
ment drive, the report said.

While hundreds have already
joined the fight, Taliban leaders
claim that many more religious
students from Pakistan are
ready to go.

‘Hufidireds of “fribesmen wefe
acting as the eyes and ears for the
movement, supplying informa-
tion on the movement of govern-
ment forces. Quoting Mohammed
Amin, 30-year-old leader of a Tal-
iban group, the report said Tal-
iban fighters had managed to join
the Afghan government army,
where they acted as spies and
saboteurs. “They either confide
to us information about the
planned movement of Afghan-US
troops, or they attack these
troops and kill them,” Amin said.

Agencies

g HIDUSTAN TIMES
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Pak, Foreign Minister
wVisiting Kabul -

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

| ISLAMABAD, AUG. 20. The Pakis-
tan Foreign Minister, Khurshid
Mehmood Kasuri, is leaving on
a two-day visit to Afghanistan
tomorrow to discuss a host of
issues that have strained rela-
tions between the two coun-
tries. Since June this year,
Islamabad and Kabul have been
engaged in war of words on the
law and order situation in the
war-ravaged country and the
operations in the border areas
in pursuit of suspected Al-Que-
da and Taliban. Though Pakis-
tan is committed to the Bonn
- process and had pledged to ex-
tend all cooperation to the Ha-
mid Karzai Government, it had
reservations on the manner in
which his administration and
the international community
going on the peace and recon-
struction process.
Having lost the so-called stra-

tegic depth it enjoyed ‘quMng
the Taliban regime in an-
istan, Pakistan faced a serious
problem on its eastern border
with pressure from the United
States-led coalition to “do
more” to ensure that the fleeing
Al-Queda and Taliban oper-
atives do not sneak in to its trib-
al areas.

There had been a major clash
of interest with both the U.S.-
led coalition forces and the Kar-
zai Government over the Dur-
rand line that defines border
between Pakistan and
Afghanistan.

When Islamabad moved mil-
itary and para-military forces
into the hitherto untouched
sensitive tribal areas to guard
against the entry of Al-Queda
operatives, some of the Afghan
forces accused it intruding into
its territory. The story with re-
gard to the U.S.- led coalition is
no different.
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- Manipulating Afghanistan

By M.K. Bhadrakumar

rw%

HE ASSUMPTION by the

North Atantic Treaty Orga-

nisation (NATO) of the com-

mand of the International
Security Assistance Force (ISAF), the
U.N.-mandated peacekeeping force
in Afghanistan, on August 11 has
wide-ranging implications for the
country and for the security scenario
in the region. The ISAF command
had previously been held by rotation
every six months by.the NATO coun-
tries — the UK, Turkey, Gefmany
and Netherlands. Every time a
change of command came up, ode+
of the NATO countries needed to be
persuaded to assume responsil lllty
Arguably, it made sense that a
command permanently took o er
the ISAF. Thus, the NATO summit
meeting in Prague last year en-
dorsed the idea when the United
States argued for it.

The reasoning given out for such a
NATO decision was that in the after-
math of September 11, the NATO in-
cluded countering of terrorism (and
weapons of mass destruction) as
one of its military strategies in the
post-Cold War world order. Its in-
volvement in Afghanistan is invested
with a lot of significance. Member-
countries of ‘old Europe’ will be set-
ting aside discords over the Iraq war
and working with the U.S. Afghan-
istan will also test the NATO's effec-
tiveness as a military alliance in
countering violence arising out of
religious extremism, ethnic divides,
collapse of state structures, foreign
interference, contradictions of social
formation. For the first time, the NA-
TO will be engaged in an “out of
area” (outside Europe) operation.
And it may herald other engage-
ments, such as in Iraq.

The NATO has announced that its
presence in Afghanistan will be for
an indefinite period. This poses the
question: what kind of shadow will
the NATO cast on regional security?
In Central Asia, two other regional
security systems are already at work
— namely, the Collective Security
Treaty of the Confederation of Inde-
pendent States (under Russia’s lead-
ership) "and the  Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (which
includes Russia and China). The NA-
TQ also enjoys ‘partnership’ pro-
grammes with Central Asian states.
Whether three overlapping security
alliances (apart from the direct U.S.
military presence) will work in har-

7

Afghan security has come to be defined in terms
of Hamid Karzai’s extent of authority over
provinces outside of Kabul.

mony and enhance Central Asia’s
stability or introduce competitive
pressures in an already volatile re-
gion remains to be seen.

The NATO presence. will be con-
fined to Kabul in the immediate
context but it is a matter of time
before its activities expand to the
entire country. In fact, the NATO of-
ficials do not rule out such expan-
sion. The U.S. Ambassador to the
““U.N,, John Negroponte, cautiously
a’drmtted that “There is the expecta-
tion that one of the issues that NA-
TO might discuss in the weeks and
months ahead is the issue of consid-
ering the possibility of the expansion
of the ISAF’s role beyond Kabul.”

There have been calls by the U.N.
special envoy, Lakhdar Brahimi, the
Chairman of the Afghan Transitional
Government, Hamid Karzai, western
aid agencies and human rights orga-
nisations and, of course, Pakistan,
that ISAF’s role must be expanded.
The main hitch at the moment is
two-fold: firstly, some NATO coun-
tries need to be convinced; second-
ly, ISAF’s expansion requires
specific authorisation from a new
U.N. Security Council resolution.
Without doubt, a western military
alliance taking Afghanistan’s securi-
ty exclusively in hand will require
consensus involving Russia and Chi-
na.

For the West, Afghan security has
come to be defined in terms of Mr.
Karzai's extent of authority over
provinces outside of Kabul. Afghan
reconstruction has come to be seen
as being impeded by worsening se-
curity, which prevents Mr. Karzai's
Government from bringing tangible
improvements to the lives of the Af-
ghan people. This in turn shows Mr.
Karzai in a poor light in the public
perception. Reconstruction would
involve extending political patron-
age to the impoverished country to
create political constituencies sup-
portive of Mr. Karzai.

With a broad brush, local leaders
are being tarred as ‘warlords’ in so
far as they reign supreme .in their
respective regions. True, any num-
ber of freewheeling field command-
ers (mostly on the payroll of U.S.

Special Forces’ post-Taliban ‘pacif-
ication’ campaign) have incremen-
tally become a law unto themselves.
But, the sustained western cam-
paign against Ismail Khan or Mo-
hammad Fahim cannot but be seen
in terms of their political standing.

Under Ismail Khan's dispensation
as Governor of Herat, this western
region enjoys a degree of stability
unknown in Afghanistan. Yet, Mr.
Karzai stripped him of military com-
mand on August 12. The problem
with Mr. Khan seems to be not ‘war-
lordism’ but his dogged refusal to
make the formidable Soviet-built
Shindand military base available to
U.S. forces, his ability to thwart re-
peated attempts by Amanullah Khan
(a field commander supported by
the U.S.) to seize control of Shin-
dand, his close links with Iran, and
his control of a vital region through
which trans-Afghan oil and gas pipe-
lines must eventually pass.

Similarly, Gul Agha was removed
as Governor of Kandahar on August
12 despite his local standing and his
impeccable anti-Taliban pedigree.
His problem also seems to be that,
like Ismail Khan, he is independent,
has a local support base, and has
maintained cordial links with Iran.

Under the Bonn agreement, an
elected legitimate Government must
take over in Kabul next year. The
U.S. would ideally like to see Mr.
Karzai head that Government.
Therefore, there are tactical mano-
euvres to ensure that Mr. Karzai's
political stature grows during the
limited time between now and the
June 2004 elections.

But, questions of fundamental
importance arise. Is Mr. Karzai’s po-
litical stature to be enhanced by cut-
ting down  strong  regional
leaderships? More pertinently, can
Afghanistan be run purely as a uni-
tary state? Will Afghanistan’s long-
term stability be served by ensuring
that the local leadership in the vari-
ous regions is kept weak and sub-
servient? Is it necessary that all other
foreign influences should be made
subservient to the U.S. influence?
The propaganda tarnishing the
Northern Alliance leaders as ‘war-
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lords’ is self-revealing. This cam-
paign ostensibly in the name of
‘security’ catches regional countries
supportive of the Northern Alliance
in a circle they cannot easily escape
so as to establish a starting point

again.
Meanwhile, the U.S. is introduc-
ing  Provincial  Reconstruction

Teams (PRT) comprising its Special
Forces and aid officials to spearhead
the effort to bolster Mr. Karzai's in-
fluence outside Kabul. The PRTs
have already begun operating in
Gardez, Bamiyan, Kunduz and Ma-
zar-i-Sharif. The PRTs, it is argued,
are being run directly under the U.S.
forces and not under the U.N,, and,
therefore, their operations do not re-
quire any new Security Council reso-
lutions!

The PRTs will ‘expand’ to Kanda-
har, Jalalabad, Herat and Charikar
by September. Indeed, if the PRT
strategy works, Mr. Karzai will have
a fighting chance of rubbishing the
Northern Alliance’s influence be-
tween now and June 2004. And.
when an elected Government under
Mr. Karzai replaces the Transitional
Government, it will be entirely legiti-
mate for it as a sovereign Govern-
ment to demand an expanded role
for the NATO. No specific resolution
of the U.N. Security Council will be
necessary then.

It is a heady thought that Afghans
can be easily manipulated. But the
Bonn agreement was predicated on
an important assumption that the
Afghans will be largely left to them-
selves. Afghans resent being manip-
ulated. It must be remembered that
the Taliban, for all its million exces-
sive acts, still has indigenous roots
that run deep, as recent events testi-
fy. Police stations and other symbols
of Government authority have in-
creasingly come under attack from
pro-Taliban forces across Afghanis-
tan. The Taliban drew sustenance
from a curious mix of religion, eth-
nicity and nationalism, depending
on the season, and could still do so.
Moreover, leaders like Ismail Khan
or Fahim or Gul Agha may not sim-
ply walk away into the sunset. They
too have their support base. All the
more reason why the war on terror
must remain focussed on its primary
objective.

(The writer is a former Indian For-
eign Service officer who has served in
Afghanistan and its neighbourhood.)



ATTACK / ‘ASSAILANTS IN PAK’ |
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22 dead in,.

Taliban

raid on
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- police station;,

KABUL, AUG. 18. Just hours after a
deadly raid on a police station
that left 22 persons dead, insur-
gents attacked another police
compound in southeast Af-
ghanistan, setting it ablaze and
taking four policemen hostage,
officials said on Monday.

The attack took place on Sun-
day night at Tarway, a village in
Paktika province a few km from
the Pakistan border, said the
provincial police chief, Daulat
Khan. “There were several
hundred of them,” Mr. Khan
said of the assailants. “They set
the police station on fire, took
four of our men and fled to Pa-
kistan.”

In neighbouring Pakistan, the
Foreign Ministry at its weekly
briefing in the Capital of Isla-
mabad said the Taliban was a
worry for both countries and
there were still large numbers in
Afghanistan.

“The Taliban pose a threat
throughout Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan. We must work to-
gether,” said Masood Khan,
Pakistan’s Foreign Ministry
spokesman. “There are rem-
nants of the Taliban on the Af-
ghan side. They have large
concentrations there and they
are very active there.”

“There many be some rem-
nants on the Pakistani side. So it
is a common fight and we
should coordinate our strate-
gies and work together and not
find refuge in accusations,” Mr.
Khan said.

It was not possible to inde-
pendently confirm the details of
the Tarway attack. Other police-
men who were in the police sta-
tion in Tarway fled the scene
and the remoteness of the area
made it impossible to get inde-
pendent confirmation.

Nadir Khan Zadran, another
police chief in the area, said
three corpses were found in
nearby fields, but it was not
known who they were or how
they died. He said the attackers
— he estimated there were 200
— were members of the former
Taliban regime, ousted in a
U.S.-led war in 2001.

@@= AINDU

It was unclear if they were the
same group that carried ouf a
similar assault earlier on Sun-
day at Barmal, much farther to
the north, but also in Paktika
province.

The violence in Paktika prov-
ince took place despite the pres-
ence of 11,500 coalition troops
deployed in the country to hunt
the guerillas down. In the attack
at Barmal, hundreds of insur-
gents in a convoy of trucks as-
saulted a police headquarters,
triggering a gunbattle that left {
seven police and 15 attackers {
dead, officials said. It was one of |
the largest shows of anti-gov- |
ernment force in over a year. }

Assault

The assault began shortly be-
fore midnight on Saturday. The
guerillas, reportedly numbering
several hundred and equipped |
with rockets, heavy machine !
guns and grenades, over-
whelmed the police headquar-
ters and held it until dawn,
when they destroyed the build-
ing, got back in their vehicles
and fled to Pakistan, 8 km away,
according to provincial Gov.
Mohammed Ali Jalali. Anti-Gov-
ernment forces usually move
around in small groups and on
foot. Previous attacks have rare-
ly involved more than 80 gueril-
Ia fighters. Mr. Jalali said the
insurgents responsible for at-
tack at Barmal included Taliban
and fighters loyal to Gulbuddin
Hekmatyar, a former Prime
Minister who heads Hezb-e-Is-
lami, a faction that has called
for attacks against foreigners in
Afghanistan. He also blamed
Pakistan's intelligence service
for playing a role in organising
the assault.

The ongoing violence has an-
gered officials in the President,
Hamid Karzai's administration,
who say Pakistan is not doing
enough to police its side of the
border.Thousands of Pakistani
soldiers have been deployed
along the porous and rugged
border, but tribesmen in the ar-
ea openly say they would pro-
tect Taliban. — AP
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Pak, Afghanistan vow

o work for stabilit

)(\(D\IMTIAZGUL %\Cé’

Islamabad, Aug. 6: Pakistan
and Afghanistan today conclud-
ed the second joint ministerial
commission meeting with mutu-
al pledges to work for political
and economic stability in both
countries.

Pakistan’s finance minister
Shaukat Aziz and his Afghan
counterpart Ashraf Ghani head-
ed the talks. Pakistan promised

. to repair and upgrade the road
connecting the Torkham border
check post with Jalalabad, the
capital of the eastern Afghan
province of Ningarhar, as soon
as possible.

Pakistan offered to train em-
ployees of Afghanistan’s bank-
ing, accounting, and postal serv-
ices. It also removed six items
from the list of goods that
Afghan traders are allowed to
import via Pakistan under the
1965 Transit Trade Agreement.

Aziz said the meeting was
very productive and hoped the
next instalment, to be held in
Kabul later this year, would ac-
celerate bilateral trade and coop-
eration between the two coun-
tries.

Pakistan’s exports to
Afghanistan during the last fis-
cal was $435 million compared to
imports worth $35 million only.

Responding to a question
from journalists on whether

Pakistani finance minister Shaukat Aziz (left) and his Afghan

counterpart Ashraf Ghani in Islamabad. (AFP)

Afghanistan was making any ef-
fort to improve Pakistani invest-
ment in the country, Ashraf
Ghani, a banker and a former
World Bank official, said: “It is a
question of reason not of emo-
tions and reason dictates that we
work to improve our economies
and facilitate each other.”

“We will provide a level play-
ing field to Pakistani banks seek-
ing to set up operations in my
country... but the quality of the
services is the factor that is
going to count whatever we de-
cide,” Ghani said.

The Afghan finance minister
urged Islamabad to forget the
past and look at a future relation-

*NE TELEGRAPW

ship based on equality and mu-
tual respect.

On the Gwadar port, which is
under construction, 500 km west
of Karachi, Ghani said: “We
hope Gwadar becomes a port of
peace... a hub of trading activity
for the entire region.” Gwadar
offers the shortest trading route
to landlocked Afghanistan,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and
Uzbekistan,

However, the two ministers
avoided questions relating to An-
warul Haq Ahady, Afghanistan’s
central bank governor, whose in-
flamatory speech instigated an
armed attack on the Pakistani
embassy in Kabul on July 8.
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“Karzai warns Pak
over bor er clash

Vijay Dutt X £ -
London, July 18 k ' 3\ ¢
AFGHAN PRESIDENT

Hamid Karzai has issued a
stern warning to Pakistan,
saying his country would no
longer condone Pakistani
aggression.

A warlike situation
seems to be developing on
Afghanistan’s border. Ac-
cording to reports, Pakistani
troops have advanced five
miles beyond the Durngnd
Line, drawn by the British in
the late 19th century.

In an interview with The
Telegraph, Karzai stressed
that he “sought a civilised
relationship with Pakistan”
but was unwilling to back
down in the face of serious
confrontation.

“I want to establish pa-
rameters of our relationship
with Pakistan,” said Karzai.
“One, we want friendship.
Two, we want trade and busi-
ness links. Three, we want a
civilised relationship.”

R

“Pakistan
must avoid acts §f aggres-
sion against Afghanistan
and attacks across the bor-
der by extremists must stop.
We will not remain silent
spectators.”

Karzai, while talking to
Hindustan Times some time
back at Oxford, had said he
talked to President Mushar-
raf regularly and they ex-
changed views very frankly.

But this time, the Afghan
President said he felt per-
sonally betrayed by Mushar-
raf with whom he shared a
close personal relationship
since the September 11 at-
tacks in America, despite
Pakistan’s previous support
to the Taliban regime,

“I want to develop a rela-
tionship of friendship and
understanding with Pak-
istan. But both the United
States and Pakistan should
have no illusions or doubts
that this will not happen
with the present attitude of
Pakistan.

THE HINDUSTAN TR
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»% Stalemate in Afghanistan

By T. Sreedhar

HE GLOBAL war on terrorism

led by the U.S. completed 18

months on May 7. Still, the

leaders of the Taliban and the
Al-Qaeda, as also their family mem-
bers, are eluding the U.S. dragnet. The
combing operations by more than
10,000 Pakistanis and American
troops have only resulted in appre-
hending some junior cadres of the two
outfits. According to Indian intelli-
gence assessments, the “big fish”
(Osama bin Laden, Mullah Omar and
Ayaman Zawahiri) who escaped the
U.S. bombing of southern Afghanis-
tan in the last week of November
2001, seem to have found safe havens
in and around the Pakistan-Afghan-
istan border and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir.

Before examining the issue, three
factors need to be taken into consid-
eration. The initial U.S. strategy of
tracking down the leadership of the
Taliban and the Al-Qaeda was fo-
cussed on extensive aerial bombing of
every suspected area. Pakistani intelli-
gence provided the main input in
identifying these hideouts. This failed
to produce the desired results. At the
ground level, Pakistani intelligence
operatives refused to obey the orders
from Islamabad. There were reports
that field intelligence staff used to
forewarn the villagers in the tribal ar-
eas adjacent to the Pakistan-Afghan-
istan border about the impending air
attacks. This allowed the Taliban and
the Al-Qaeda men to move out to
safer places.

At another level, the indiscriminate
American aerial bombings proved
counter-productive. The local pop-
ulation turned hostile to the U.S. Real-
ising the futility of its initial approach,
which continued till April-May 2002,
the U.S. brought about a qualitative
change in its strategy. It divided the
entire terrorist network into three
components — Pakistan, Taliban and
the Al-Qaeda. Washington was able to
force the Pakistani rulers to give up
their support to the Taliban and the
Al-Qaeda through persuasion, threats
and financial incentives. This did
bring in the Islamabad ruling elite’s
support to the U.S.” war on terrorism.
Here again, two things were ignored
by the U.S. — that a large number of
ex-Pakistani army personnel joined

the ranks of the Taliban and the Al-
Qaeda; and that their links with their
juniors in service could not be under-
estimated. The best example of this is
the manner in which Maj. Gen. Ha-
mid Gul, once of the Inter-Services In-
telligence, turned into a
Taliban-Al-Qaeda ideologue. Then
there were a whole lot of those who
participated in nurturing the ‘jehadi’
culture in and around Pakistan.
After isolating the higher echelons

the protection of Osama a responsib-
ility of the entire Gilzail Pashtoon
tribe, cutting across the Pashtoon belt
— until and unless there is a blood
feud, the Duranis and the Gilzai Pash-
toons do not cross each others’ paths.

Last, the U.S. did not understand
the complex nature of the networking
of the Taliban and the Al-Qaeda
across the globe, and in Pakistan in
particular. It thought that after the
demolition of the infrastructure in Af-

The U.S.-led war against terrorism is suddenly
confronted with stumbling blocks. The expected
support from the Islamic world to the war
is not total and complete.

JER

of the Pakistani state machinery, the
U.S. tried to divide the ranks of the
Taliban and the Al-Qaeda. Here, the
traditional chequebook diplomacy
was used along with some dose of co-
ercion. Since the Taliban was per-
ceived as a Pashtoon movement, the
Pashtoons on both sides of the Du-
rand Line (Pak.-Afghan border) were
offered extensive financial incentives.
Going by media reports, this move re-
sulted in the decline of American
clout among the Pashtoons. Their ini-
tial enthusiasm to cooperate with the
U.S. came down with the passage of
time largely due to the feeling that
Washington was making tall prom-
ises, which were not likely to be ful-
filled. They started citing how the U.S.
fulfilled very few of its promises made
to the Karzai Government in Kabul.
Besides, the U.S.’ cozying up to the
Pakistan President, Pervez Musharraf,
made many Pashtoons uneasy. Gen.
Musharraf’s Government is seen by
the Pashtoons as one that betrayed
their cause by changing sides, in spite
of possessing nuclear weapons. The
U.S. war-planners on terrorism also
misread tribal loyalties. Mullah Omar,
the Taliban chief, is a Gilzail Pash-
toon, who traditionally remained sec-
ond in command to the Durani
Pashtoons. For the first time, after the
Taliban came to power, a Gilzail Pash-
toon ruled Afghanistan. The matrimo-
nial relationship between the families
of Mullah Omar and Osama makes

ghanistan, the Taliban and the Al-
Qaeda would be crippled; and could
be tracked down over a period of time.
The Al-Qaeda cadres, as can be seen
from the September 11 attacks, are
well educated and committed to their
leader and their cause. The way the
Al-Qaeda operatives have been cap-
tured from different cities of Pakistan
also shows that they are not just hid-
ing in the Hindukush mountains.
They are living in important towns
and cities and they have sympathisers
and supporters across the Islamic
world.

In these circumstances, where can
the Taliban and the Al-Qaeda leader-
ship hide safely and direct their oper-
ations? The long American search for
them along the Pakistan-Afghanistan
border shows that the possibility of
their being stationed ir one place is
highly unlikely. And that they are on
the move continuously. There have
been reports of the Taliban and the
Al-Qaeda running mobile training
camps to keep their cadres fit. There is
another theory that the Taliban and
the Al-Qaeda moved out of the Af-
ghanistan-Pakistan border in Novem-
ber 2001 and went to Yemen with the
help of the underworld in Pakistan
and Dubai. And that they came back
in the middle of last year to relaunch
their campaign. The series of bomb-
ings in Riyadh, Karachi and Casablan-
ca from May 12 onwaids shows they
are back in business. The U.S. war in

ME HINDN

Iraq lent sufficient credence to the Al-
Qaeda and its Islamic front for the
propaganda war against the U.S. and
Israel. All this means that the U.S.-led
war against terrorism is suddenly con-
fronted with stumbling blocks. The
expected support from the Islamic
world to the war is not total and com-
plete.

Reports from Pakistan say that the
Taliban and the Al-Qaeda have even
set up a radio station, Azad-e-Afghan-
istan, in the North West Frontier Prov-
ince-Balochistan belt. According to
the Pakistani media, “they don't
broadcast regularly, but whenever
they go on air, they relay Quranic’
verses pertaining to jehad and other
messages, to boost the morale of lo-
cals and to encourage them to fight
against the U.S. infidels.” People in
the Pakistani tribal areas have also
been receiving shabnamas or night
letters.

Again, going by the media reports,
Osarma bin Laden has become a cult
figure not only in Pakistan but also in
the entire Islamic world. A shopkeep-
er in Karachi told the Newsline (April
2003) that “in the last two weeks, 1
have sold at least 20,000 Osama pic-
tures. The pictures particularly in de-
mand were images of bin Laden
against the Twin Towers carrying the
message, Down with America.” With
feelings running high in the wake of
the U.S. war on Iraq, most of the Pa-
kistanis see Osama as the only ray of
hope in the Islamic world to challenge
U.S. imperialism. If this is the situa-
tion, Osama and his associates can
find safe havens in every city, town
and village in and around Pakistan.
Even the official machinery, though it
has publicly made tactical shifts in its
support to the Taliban and the Al-
Qaeda, knows that the U.S. cannot do
in Pakistan what it did in [raq or Af-
ghanistan.

For the time being, it appears that
there is a stalemate in the hunt for
Osama and Mullah Omar. As for the
Taliban and the Al-Qaeda, sufficient
time has been given to them by their
friends in Pakistan to regroup. And,
apparently, not to disturb the status
quo, the Taliban and the Al-Qaeda
have started attacking Western ob-
jects outside Pakistan.

(The writer is Visiting Professor,
School of International Studies, INU.)
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\SResurgent Taliban creates’
“w insecurity in Afghanistan

KANDAHAR, APRIL 7. Before executing the Interna-
tional Red Cross worker, the Taliban gunmen
made a satellite telephone call to their superior
tor instructions: “Kill him?”

“Kill him”, the order came back. and Ricardo
Munguia, whose body was found with 20 bullet
wounds last month, became the first foreign aid
worker to die in Afghanistan since the Taliban’s
ouster from power 18 months ago.

The manner of his death suggests the Taliban
is not only determined to remain a force in this
country, but is reorganising and reviving its com-
mand structure. i

There is little to stop them. The soldiers and
police who were supposed to be the bedrock of a
stable post-war Afghanistan have gone unpaid
for months and are drifting away.

At a time when the U.S. is promising a recon-
structed democratic post-war lraq, many Af-
whans are remembering hearing similar promises
not long ago. instead, what they see is thieving
warlords. murder on the roads, and a resurgence
of Taliban vigilantism. “It’s like ]| am seeing the
same movie twice and no one is trying to fix the
problem,” said Ahmed Wali Karzai, the brother of
Afghanistan’s President and his representative in

g APR "M

southern Kandahar. “What was promised to Af-
ghans with the collapse of the Taliban was a new
life of hope and change. But what was delivered?
Nothing. Everyone is back in business.”

Mr. Karzai said reconstruction has been pain.

fully slow — a canal repaired, a piece of city road :

paved, a small school rebuilt.
no significant changes for people,” he said.

“There have been -
Peo- i

ple are tired of seeing small, small projects. |

don’t know what to say to people anymore.”

When the Taliban ruled they forcibly con- |
scripted young men. “Today I can say ‘we don't

take your sons away by force to fight at the front
line,”” Mr. Karzai remarked. “‘But that’s about all
I can say.”

From safe havens in neighbouring Pakistan.
aided by militant Muslim groups there, the Tali-
ban launched their revival to coincide with the
war in Iraq and capitalise on Muslim anger over
the U.S. invasion, say Afghan officials.

Mr. Karzai said the Taliban are allied with the
rebel commander, Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, sup-
ported by Pakistan and financed by militant
Arabs. The attacks have targeted foreigners and
the threats have been directed toward Afghans
working for international organisations. — AP

1
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4 senior Taliban .
officials arrested.

KABUL, March 25. — Four senior Taliban officials, i cl\id
ing one of the regime’s férmer deputy education minister,
have been arrested in southern Afghanistan, officials said
tolay. General Abdul Khalil Ajabyar, security commander
of southern Ghazni province, said the arrests were made af--
ter a week-long chase during which the four set fire to a
school in the area.

He said among those arrested was Akhund Sayeed
Shaheed Khail, a deputy education minister under the
hardline Taliban regime which was ousted in December
2001 by an international military coalition. :

“Four Taliban have been arrested in Ghazni, four kilome-'
tres southwest of Ghazni city,” Gen. Ajabyar said. j

“We have identified one of them as Khail and the inves-|
tigation is going on to discover who the other three aregbut!
they seem to be senior Takipan.” The commam‘ at|
in addition to torching the 'school in Ghaznis
trict, the men also distributed so-called “night &
lets calling for uprisings against the US- led mit
in Irag.

He said securlty forces had been tailing the four for ai
week after they emerged from hiding across the border i in,
Pakistan and returned to Afghanistan.

Several schools, particularly those educating girls, have‘
been torched in Afghanistan during the past few weeks in!
attacks blamed on supporters of the Taliban which banned;
girls from the classroom during its 1996-2001 rule.

Al-Qaida man provides vital clues

" The FBI has launched a global manhunt for several key Al

Qaida militants, plotting terrorist attacks on US and other*
Western interests, based on information provided by a
planner in the terrorist network Khalid Sheikh Moham-

. med. Mohammed was captured in Pakistan early this

month, PTI adds from New York."

Mohammed, Al-Qaida’s chief operating officer and the
brain behind the 11 September terror attacks, has given de-
tails on several suspects and filled in important gaps in what'
US intelligence knows about Al-Qaida’s practices, off1cxals“
were quoted as saying by Time magazme

<
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” Karzai hopes Pak. will curb
«i cross-border militancy,,

By C. Raja Mohan

KABUL, FEB. 27. Afghanistan is
looking for effective coopera-
tion from Pakistan in curbing
the growing activity of the Tali-
ban and the Al-Qaeda across
the long border between the
two countries.

In an interview to The Hindu
and Third Eye Television net-
work here, the Afghanistan
President, Hamid Karzai, con-
ceded that a decisive victory
over the forces trying to desta-
bilise the new government re-
mained to be achieved.

After their ouster from power
at the end of 2001, the Taliban
and Al-Qaeda terrorists are be-
lieved to have taken shelter in
the border areas of Afghanistan
and Pakistan. In the last few
weeks, the frequency and inten-
sity of the attacks inside Af-
ghanistan from these elements
have been on the rise, causing
concern here and in Washing-
ton.

“It is natural that they will try
to either escape or protect
themselves,” Mr. Karzai said.
The struggle against the Tali-
ban, according to Mr. Karzai,
“will go on until we have
achieved complete victory over
such elements”.

Asked about the level of
cooperation from Pakistan in

controlling cross-border activ-
ity, Mr. Karzai said he had been
in touch with the Pakistan Pres-
ident, Pervez Musharraf, on the
subject.

According to Mr. Karzai, Gen.
Musharraf said that “there is
need for more cooperation on
the two sides of the border to
fight terrorism more effectively.
I trust him very much on that
and we need to discuss this fur-
ther when 1 visit Pakistan in
March”. Mr. Karzai is slated to
visit Pakistan in the third week
of March.

Mr. Karzai is arriving in New
Delhi tomorrow for an intensive
engagement with the Indian
leadership.

During his visit, India and Af-
ghanistan are slated to sign a
preferential trade agreement

that will boost bilateral com-
merce.

India is also expected to hand
over a civilian airliner to Af-
ghanistan. India has already do-
nated two transport aircraft to
Afghanistan, which have helped

revive the national air carrier of

Afghanistan.

Mr. Karzai is bullish on the
prospects for relations with In-
dia, and hopes that the trilateral
Chah Bahar project with Iran
will improve connectivity be-
tween the -three nations. Mr.
Karzai believes that “Afghanis-
tan’s future lies in a free market
economy and extensive busi-
ness relationships, transit rela-
tionships with the region”.

Mr. Karzai is confident that
the U.S., now preparing for a
war with Iraq, will not abandon
Afghanistan. “For obvious rea-
sons, Afghanistan cannot be left
alone again to fall into the
hands of the people that
brought the calamity to New
York and in the rest of the
world,” Mr. Karzai insisted.

The Afghan leader does not
expect any negative reaction in
Afghanistan against the Amer-
icanwar in Iraq. “We are too bu-
sy rebuilding our own country
and too experienced now to act
wrongly or sentimentally on
this,” Mr. Karzai said.

Details on Page 13
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“+n , Afghanistan rebuilds

The extraordinary progress of the past year is a tribute to the spirit of the Afghan people, and the dedication of the
global coalition that was formed to help them rid their country of tyranny and terror, says Robert D Blackwill

HERE is a quality in the human

spirit that delights in defying the

sceptics. Look at Afghanistan.

There has been much progress
there since October 2001, a time when 24
years of poverty and civil war had eroded
the physical infrastructure and demor-
alised the people. The civil war that
brought the Taliban to power, and the
subsequent brutal rule by that regime,
made life a terrible trial for Afghans. Most
important, the Taliban turned Afgha-
nistan into a terrorist stronghold.

That was then. Today, the Taliban are
gone from government, al Qaedais on the
run, Afghanistan does not export terror,

_there is no civil war, and the central gov-
ernment is increasing the reach of the rule
oflaw in the country. Afghan lives are bet-
ter and hope is real. Schools are re-estab-
lished. Women are working. Crops are
planted. Girls are being educated. Irriga-
tion canals, tunnels and roads are con-
structed. Government institutions func-
tion. Security is improved in most of
Afghanistan. America, India and their
coalition partners have made a major dif-
ference in this profoundly positive
change. Let me cite more examples.

Afghanistan was an engine of terror,
training terrorists for murderous tasks in
this region and beyond. Today, those ter-
rorist training camps are holes in the
ground, destroyed by the US Air Force.
Afghanistan exports dried fruit, not terror.

Under Taliban international relief or-
ganisations feared that hundreds of thou-
sands of Afghans might starve during the
winter. But famine was averted during
the winter of 2001. Since October 1, 2001
365,000 metric tons of food aid has been
delivered to Afghanistan, feeding over 9.8
million people.

More than 3.5 million Afghanswere in
refugee camps outside the country and
over 1.3 million were internally displaced
under Taliban. Today, more than 2 million
refugees have returned to Afghanistan,
and about 630,000 internally displaced
persons returmed to their homes.

Girls over the age of eight were then
banned from school. Many girls had not
been in school for six years. 7,800 women

teachers, or 74% of the total, were pro-
hibited from teaching, leaving most girls
and 148,000 boys without schooling.
Kabul University was closed. Today, over
3 million children have returned to
school. Afghan girls comprise 30% of the
total student population. Fifteen million
new textbooks, nearly two million sup-
plementary teaching materials, supplies,
and 6,000 temporary classrooms accom-
modate the sudden surge of schoolchild-
ren. The university reopened in 2002.

Freedom of religion underTaliban rule,
was determined primarily by the unoffi-
cial, unwritten, and evolving policies. To-
day, religious freedom is restored under
the Bonn Agreement and the 1964 Con-
stitution, which says, “non-Muslim citi-
zens shall be free to perform their rituals
within the limits determined by laws for
public decency and public peace.”

Taliban edicts prohibited or severely re-
stricted the most ordinary human activi-
ties, such as listening to music, publishing,
shaving, kite flying, and dancing. Severe
punishments were exacted from those
caught engaging in these “subversive” ac-
tions. Today, Afghans have elected an in-
terim government through a representa-
tive Loya Jirga process. Newspapers, radio,

The Economic Time.

and TV have been reborn. Individual and
political freedoms are being re-established.

Although 40% of Afghanistan’s doc-
tors are women, most female physicians
were banned from practicing medicine by
the Taliban. Male doctors were prohibited
from treating women. But now women
doctors have returned to their profession,
and male physicians may treat women
once again. Many medical professionals
are back from exile.

0 assist the new Afghanistan govern-

ment in achieving these impressive
results, the US government has commit-
ted $840 million to humanitarian aid and
reconstruction for Afghanistan since Oc-
tober 2001 to stave off starvation, immu-
nise children, build schools, restart agri-
culture, and improve health care. The US
Agency for International Development
(USAID) concentrates on emergency
food assistance totalling $138 million and
agricultural rehabilitation of $36.7 mil-
lion. The Office of Transition Initiatives al-
locates $6 million to Afghan NGOs, witha
particular emphasis on women'’s groups
and community development projects.
USAID plans to fulfill President Bush’s
$80 million pledge to help rebuild the

Vg e 1

road linking Kabu] through Kandahar 1o
Herat. Education projects include pro-
curement of 10 million textbooks.

From delivering 2.4 million humani-
tarian food rations worth $10 million 1o
rebuilding 230 schools, American military
personnel help the peaple of Afghanistan.
Their efforts also include 10 water proj-
ects, digging a total of 83 wells that bene-
fit 260,000 people. 28 hospitals and clinics
have been repaired serving 526,000
Afghans. Eight road and bridge projects
are underway.

In addition to coordinating programs
for Afghan women, and educational and
cultural exchanges, the State Department
provides the United Nations and interna-
tional NGOs with $145.7 million in
refugee assistance funds for repatriation of
Afghan refugees in Pakistan and Iran and
internally displaced persons. Projects in-
clude shelter, water and sanitation, as well
as health and education for refugees. The
State Department also allocates $7 million
toclearland minesin Afghanistan. Mean-
while, the US Congress considers legisla-
tion authorising $1.45 billion in assistance
for Afghanistan over the next four years.

India has made parallel commitments.

The groundwork is being laid for a fu-
ture Afghanistan that remains peaceful
and free from the export of terrorism, The
Afghan people rebuild their country, their
society and their political system. This
process is not easy, and there are no short
cuts. Afghanistan remains very poor, dev-
astated by a generation of war. It could
face future internal turmoil without con-
tinued and sustained commitment from
the international community. But the ex-
traordinary progress of the past year is a
tribute to the spirit of the Afghan people,
and the dedication of the global coalition
that was formed to help them rid their
country of tyranny and terror.

Despite the sceptics, the US and India
have reason to be proud of their part in
what has been achieved thus far in
Afghanistan — yet another productive di-
mension of our transformed bilateral rela-
tionship.

(The author is the ambassador of the
United States of America to India)
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ECEMBER was an important month for

Afghanistan. A conference to discuss a non-

aggression pact was held in Kabul exactly a year

after President Hamid Karzai assumed power as
the head of the interim government formed at a conference
in Bonn, Germany, on 22 December 2001. Among the
expected signatories to the pact were Afghanistan’s imme-
diate neighbours, China, Pakistan, Iran, Turkmenistan, Uz-
bekistan and Tajikistan. Representatives of India, Saudi
Arabia, Turkey, the European Union and the UN too at-
tended the conference. In the words of the Afghan foreign
ministry, “the Kabul Declaration would be signed to em-
phasise constructive and amicable relations, respect for each
other’s sovereignty and territorial integrity and to refrain
from actions that may jeopardise peace and stability in the
region.” President Karzai went a step further: “A secure,
peaceful, friendly Afghanistan is a key to our collective suc-
cess. We need to strengthen our bonds of brotherhood and
friendship and work for a region free of terror, extremism
and backwardness.”

The second development in December was more
interesting. President Mohammed Khatami's visited Pak-
istan when the Kabul conference was on. He told General
Pervez Musharraf that Iran was eager to work closely with
Pakistan for Afghanistan’s reconstruction and for durable
peace in the region. Iran and Pakistan are two key players,
with a lot at stake in Afghanistan. No wonder, their pre-
sence in Afghanistan precedes the December 1979 invasion
of that country by the erstwhile USSR. But last year saw
their hostilities reach new heights. The reason: Iran being a
Shia Muslim majority country backed the Opposition
Northern Alliance last year in its war against the Taliban,
which for long had had the blessings of Pakistan, a.Sunni
Muslim nation. Khatami exhibited enough diplesatic and
political sense to declare his visit to Pakistas¥' marked a

paradigm shift in Iran-Pakistan ties after the 7@“’ of the
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Bloody past, messy future

Afghanistan is a highly pluralistic society and if Karzai fails to
embrace all sections of the people Iran and Pakistan may

exploit the country’s v

But given Iran’s and
Pakistan’s  internal
situations and their
past record will their
improved  relations
bring hope for a
durable peace in
Afghanistan? Afgha-
nistan is still a highly
pluralistic society, not
only ethnically and cul-
turally but also in the
sects of Islam. These
divisions have been
exploited in the past by
Iran and Pakistan to
the hilt for their res-
pective national
interests. And there’s
no guarantee that it g
would not be repeated
in future if the Karzai
government does not
respect this pluralism.

Let us go back in
time. Pakistan had
little option but to
hastily recognise the
Taliban government,
for it wanted
desperately a friendly
government in Kabul
which would help it
access the Central Asia
market. President Zia-
ul-Haque’s  tactical
legacy slowly led
Pakistan into a tricky
situation where it had
to resolve the cthnic
conflict. Zia backed
the Afghan cause and
thus  divided the
Afghans, favoured the Pashtoon leaders and ignored the
minorities, and allowed outsiders to continue the “jihad”
from Pakistani soil. Pakistanis had to pay the price for this
legacy because Afghanistan’s ethnic war spilled over into
Pakistan.

In post-Zia Pakistan, the Taliban movement was born
with the active support of its government to ward off danger
to its territorial integrity. Prominent Pakistani Pashtoon and
Jamaat-e-Islami leaders such as Qazi Hussain Ahmed, Wali
Khan or Mir Afzal continued pressuring the Pakistani
government (o try and reimpose Pashtoon hegemony on
Kabul. No wonder, the Pashtoon dominated Taliban rose to
power in Afghanistan.

The crisis in Afghanistan deepened because the levers of
immediate power, for the first time after the Sebghatullah
Mojaddidi regime, were no longer controlied by the Pash-
toons. The mainstay of Rabbuni’s government were the Ta-

-
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WHAT CAN THEY LOOK FORWARD TO? An Afghan girl holds her brother at a
refugee camp in Kabul. About 2 million refugees returned to Afghanistan
last year but didn't get relief, promised by international agencies. — AFP

erability, writes SK SADAR NAYEEM

il
o jik, Ahmed  Shah
Masood, and the
Uzbek, General Rashid
Dostum. The key
figures behind the
government from Nabi
Azmi to  General
Dilawar and Momin
were  all  Persian
speakers. The
composition was en-
ough to create the
| impression that a
| “Persian dominated”
{ government was in con-
trol in Afghanistan —
enough to  make
Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia oppose, because
for both Persian spea-
kers and Irani Shias are
synonymous. The Pash-
toons too were opposed
to it; they, especially the
Durranis, had for over a
¢ hundred years ruled
over Afghanistan.
During those years, only
Bacha-e-Saqga — a
| Tajik and Kohistani re-
1 bel, had revolted
against Amanullah in
1929 and established his
own government, only
{ for a few months
though, after which he
was executed by Nadir
Shah. The Pashtoon tri-
bes have always fought
each other but were
united the moment it
came to driving out a
. Tajik from Kabul.

But Pakistan was not the only country to help another
Pashtoon government to power. It had Saudi Arabia’s full
support. Iran, on the other hand, had been backing
Burhanuddin Rabbani. The former Afghan President, is
alleged to have turned Afghanistan into an Iranian
surrogate, and fled to Iran after the Taliban assumed power.
Saudi Arabia helped Pakistan to check Iran’s influence and
stop Teheran from reimposing a pro-Iran, pro-Shia and non-
Pashtoon government in Kabul.

Earlier, Saudi Wahabis (hardline Islamists) funded by rich
Arab princes ran a mini-Wahabi kingdom around Jalalabad
and were loathed by most Afghans. But the Wahabis used
money to woo Pashtoon Mujahideen and Sunni groups
because the Saudis wanted a rule for themselves to check
growing Iranian influence in Afghanistan. This is when the
Taliban movement came in handy, obviously because
Muslims both in Saudi Arabia and Pakistan could be rallied

e

in the name of a jihad. _ .

But was it really an Islamic jihad? The internecine war in
Afghanistan had long ceased to be one — neither against
alien occupation nor against the Communists whom the
Saur Revolution had brought to power. Islam had never
been in contention in Afghanistan. It was not Taliban who
forced women behind veils and enslaved them. Only in King
Amanullah’s regime and later during Prime Minister Daud’s
tenure were women encouraged to do away with their veil.

The war in Afghanistan was the result of rivalry among
the ethnic groups — in which no ideology or nationalistic
feelings were involved. It was war where people switched
sides for a few dollars and the warlords were only interested
in keeping their hold intact over tracts of land — be it Kabul
or Jalalabad, or Herat or Mazar-e-Sharif. No wonder, the
Taliban bought Herat, Jalalabad and Kabul with Saudi
money. In Mazar-e-Sharif, General Malik Pahalwan
switched allegiance from Uzbek militia leader General
Rashid Dostum to the Taliban. But within a couple of days,
he changed sides again to attack the Taliban forces, trapping
them in the Shia territory loyal to the opposition Hezbe-
Wahadat, a pro-Iran outfit. The Taliban had to finally flee
from the key northern territory. They were further driven
out from Jebul-al-Siraj near Panjsheer that paved the way
for the safe return of ousted President Rabbani to
Afghanistan. Masood captured from the Taliban the
strategic towns of Faryab, Jojzan, Saripul and Jebul-al-Siraj.

But then the uneasy Tajik-Uzbek coalition fell apart,
though later they joined forces against their common
enemy, the Taliban. This time, General Malik replaced
General Dostum as Uzbek militia leader who became the
National Islamic Movement leader. Thus it became clear
that at least in the future Afghanistan wouldn’t have a
unified central government.

Pakistan’s assessment of Taliban’s victory proved
embarzassingly wrong and jolted its foreign policy. Even if
the ban had succeeded in controlling the whole of
Afghanistan, they couldn’t have held on to power for long
because a new round of clashes, conspiracies and coups
would have anyway plunged the country into anarchy. So
even if the USA wouldn’t have driven away the Taliban from
power after 9/11, the hardline rulers would have been hard
pressed to hold on to power.

It’s ironical that Pakistan became the worst sufferer. The
drug and gun-running mafia and the booming black
economy had had its toll on Pakistan. The Taliban victory,
though partial, had stoked the fire of Pashtoon ethno-
nationalism in Pakistan. Pakistan’s Baluchistan province
faced unrest since the Baloch people had become a minority
in their own province. To make matters worse, the
Pashtoons in Baluchistan were demanding a homeland for
themselves by dividing the province. So much for Pashtoon
nationalism.

But despite all these problems, the Taliban, with
Pakistan’s help, ruled Afghanistan till 2001. Islamabad,
however, switched sides to support the USA when it invaded
Afghanistan to overthrow the Taliban last year.

Given the present scenario, President Karzai has to first
overcome the inherited democratic deficit of feudalism and
strategic insecurity to stop external interference, particularly
from immediate neighbours. The internecine war of the last
two decades has widened the divisions in Afghan society.
The Karzai government has to take bold steps to ensure that
the way forward lies in the genuine political participation of
marginalised groups such as women, the rural and urban
poor. This is the only way to bring Afghanistan from the
edge of precipice. Because even the USA's presence and its
support to the Karzai government won’t be enough to stop
the ethnic conflicts fought on the streets with guns and |
ammunition. And no no-aggression pact would be of any
help.

(The author is a freelance writer)
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Kabul: President Hamid
Karzai has formed four com-
missions to accelerate the
disarmament of warlords’
armies and rebuild the na-
tional army, his spokesman
said on Sunday.

Separate commissions will
supervise disarmament and
reintegration of factional
fighters and the recruitment
and training of the army,
Sayed Fazl Akbar said.

These steps will enable Mr
Karzai to expand his authori-
ty beyond Kabul, where secu-
rity is ensured by interna-
tional peacekeepers.

The Disarmament Com-
mission will be headed by
Abdul Karim Khalili, one of
four vice presidents and
leader of the Shi’ite Hezb-e-
Wahdat faction.

“The Disarmament Com-
mission is the main one,”
said Mr Akbar. “Several min-
istries are involved in this
and the idea is to collect arms
from people and find them
jobs.”

The Reintegration Com-
mission will be headed by
deputy defence minister At-
tiqullah Barlai, a Tajik from
the Northern Alliance fac-
tion that forms the back-
bone of Mr Karzai’s govern-
ment.

Two ex-army generals,
Rahim Wardak and Gulzarak
Khan, from the majority
Pashtun ethnic group, will

anels

head the recruitment and
training commissions.

Mr Karzai announced the
formation of the new bodies
at a meeting on Saturday at:
tended by key regional com-
manders and governors, in-
cluding the powerful gover-
nor of Herat Ismail Khan.

Also attending were UN
special representative for
Afghanistan, Lakhdar Brahi-
mi and the commander of
coalition forces, US Lieu-
tenant-General Dan McNeill.

Disarming the regional
factions and building the
army has been slow work, de-
spite training provided by
the United States and other
Western countries.

The army has faced a
tough job finding recruits,
given low rates of pay and
factional armies have been
reluctant to give up their
weapons.

The Reintegration Com-
mission will have to find jobs
and vocational training for
up to 250,000 men with little
experience besides fighting
in the past 23 years of war.

Mr Akbar said all the re-
gional commanders and gov-
ernors had shown support
for the plan.

But it will not be easy to
persuade factional fighters to
part with weapons in a coun-
try where owning a gun has
become part of the way of
llfe Reuters
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HE GANGLY marabou storks
“waiting patiently atop the
buildings of Uganda’s capital,
Kampala, are messengers both
of despair and of development. The
long-legged scavengers disappeared
from the city during the massacres in
neighbouring Rwanda, where they
fed on the corpses of slaughtered
Tutsis, but the birds returned, and are
now thriving an the discarded
delicacies on rubbish heaps during
these relatively good times in
Uganda. :

Surrounded by unstable neighbours
and still coming to terms with its own
brutal past, Uganda iy the darling of
community and an
emerging symbol of hope- in a region
that has evolved in reputation from a
collection of basket countries to a
basket continent. The fighting Hasn’t
finished in Uganda. A limited
rebellion continues in the far north by
the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA),
whose biblical inspiration is ‘as
eccentric as its tactics are cruel, but
the country is gradually making peace
with itself, and its 23 million people
are beginning to concentrate their
energies on the humble, honourable
chore of building a life.

If the economy develops at the
present annual rate of just over 6 per
cent. and promised political reforms
are delivered and press. freedom
continues to expand (there was.oné
recent exception to the trehd),
Uganda will rightly be a model for
other countries trying to cope with
civil war, tribal rivalries, the colonial
hangover, the Aids epidemic and a
history of resource mismanagement
that has rewarded the corrupt and
humiliated the hard-working. And if
that deeply rutted, almost
impassable, dirt road is traversed,
Yoweri Kaguta Museveni, a blend
physically and philosophically of
Nelson Mandela and the late Deng
Xiaoping, will have an influence far
bevond his country’s borders.

For all the relative  success,
Uganda’s President is dressed in the
olive green of the combat-ready
commander-in-chief. and not the
Western suit of the -burcaucrat-in-
chicl. His mifitary boots arc shined,
but without the excessive sheen of the
obsessive warrior, and his chest is free
of the self-awarded medals that have
traditionally been a measure more of
cgo than of battleficld bravery in
Africa.

After the interview, he is to head
north to oversee what he claims will
be the final phase in his campaign
against | the - LRA, which has
l\ldndppcd classrooms of boys and,
allegedly. completéd their initiafion

into the cult by forcing the 'young

captives to kill a schoolmate. The
theory is that, having committed the
murderous act, the abducted youth is
so overwhelmed by shame that life
with the armed zealots scems more
normal than a return to the village.
“We o have rescued g lot of
abductees. More importantly, we
have broken the morale. of the

President Yoweri Kaguta Museveniis " -
credited with dragging Uganda ihto e
the 21st century. Rather than ¢
commanding guerrillas, he now

marshals market forces and has.

become the model leader for the reSt
of a blighted continent, writes ROBERT
THOMSON in the first of a two-part series

#

A blend physically and philosophically of Nelson Mandela and

ﬂé\

the late Deng Xiaoping is President Museveni; top, with Mr
Mandela; above, Uganda has a promising future

bandits. We have shown them that we
can get them wherever they go.
Fighting doesn’t mean killing
everybody. Fighting is about making
clear the "balance of forces. The
contest of will is in our favour.”

In the contest of wills Museveni’s

victory has been to graduate from a

university-educated rebel taking
refuge in the jungle to occupying the
presidential compound in Kampala.
He was a legend as a guerrilla,
somehow evading capture when
apparently hopelessly surrounded,
and had a reputation as a commander
who, by the standards of most such

wars, was neither vengeful nor
gratuitously violent. That was not
true of his presidential predecessors,
including Idi Amin (now in exile in
Saudi Arabia) and Milton Obote,
who trashed an entire country.
Museveni, probably 58 (he was
born to a nomadic family that kept no
records), is well read, and able to
muse on the collapse of Enron,
display an understanding of the
subtleties of drug pricing, quote
Tennyson to support his development
theories, and put last weekend’s
Kenyan eclections into a broader
regional context. Politely described,

- leader,,

Uganda and Kenya have a complex'
relationship, as do Kenya’s outgoing

Daniel arap Moi, and
Museveni, gencrally not reticent in
criticising fellow African leaders for
their ineptitude, corruption and
cronyism. Museveni says the election,
in which the governing party for
nearly four decades was voted out of
office, is a sign of political maturity:
“We are happy for the Kenyans.
Democracy needs time and a

coalescing of social and political

forces. It is also good tHat Mr MO‘,
seems to have accepted-the result.”
The Kenyan transition will put

extra pressure on Museveni to leave
gracefully after his second five-year -
term as President ends in 2006. He
claims not to.be motivated by power
alone, but will surely be tempted to
believe that the country will falter
without him at the helm. If he does go
quietly, as prescribed in the
constitution, and if Uganda continues
on its present course, Museveni will
have a profound international voice
as the man who turned an
ungovernable mess into a thriving
democracy — The ‘Times, London

(To be concluded)



