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“| dead as Iranian
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rotest in Paris
p\, G \ b gi\,w\/’u

Paris, June 18

ONE IRANIAN exile died and
two others were badly burned af-
ter setting themselves ablaze on
Wednesday during a day-long
protest against France’s mass
round-up of dissidents opposed
to Islamic rule in Tehran.

Marzieh Babakhani, 40, died
in hospital after setting fire to
her clothes near the Eiffel Tower
early on Wednesday. Segigheh
Mojaveri, 38, set herself ablaze
at the same protest at midday
and Mohammad Vakilifar, about
45, did the same late in the after-
noon, witnesses said.

In Iran, hundreds of people
demanding more freedom
demonstrated for the eighth con-
secutive night early on Wednes-
day and scores of protesters
were arrested and some injured
in rallies in seven cities.

The United States backs the
protests as a cry for freedom
from a people whose government
US officials accuse of being part
of an “axis of evil”.

Reuters
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“-,, Strikes a

PARIS, JUNE 3. French commu-
ters limped into work on crowd-
ed buses and trains today and
airports were deathly quiet as
public sector  employees
launched further strike action
over the Government’s planned
pension reforms.

The latest in a series of pro-
tests over plans to make people
work longer for state pensions,
the action halved train and bus
services in Paris and an air traf-
fic controllers strike grounded
80 per cent of flights in and out
of France.

Less severe than the stoppag-
es of May 13, dubbed “Black
Tuesday”, the action still
caused 150 km of traffic jams
around the capital. Numerous
schools were also closed by the
10th walkout in as many
months by teachers over decen-
tralisation plans.

Postal workers, ambulance
drivers, port workers and toll
road staff were among others on
strike. Few leading French
newspapers were printed.

The strikes come at ‘an em-
barrassing time for the Presi-
dent, Jacques Chirac, as he
hosts the final day of the G-8
summit in Evian.

Mr. Chirac’s ally Alain Juppe,
Prime Minister in 1995 and the
ill-fated planner of pension re-
forms back then, said today he
could not understand the latest
unrest.

“People should think twice
before going out onto the
streets,” he said.

Meanwhile in  Austria,
schools remained closed and

trams and buses were idled on
Tuesday as hundreds of thou-
sands of public sector employ-
ees took part in post-war
Austria’s biggest strike to pro-
test planned pension cuts.

The strike was the second na-
tionwide in less then a month
and affected all public trans-
port, major industries, schools,
kindergartens, utilities and a
wide range of services.

Police were conspicuously
absent from the streets, with of-
ficers responding only to emer-
gency calls.

-_—
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Thousands of people protest against penslon reform plans,

TR "

France, on Tuesday. — Reuters

Iy drive to work, stayed at home.

—- o~ -

Many Austrians, who normal-  Others switched to bicycles,

scooters and inline skates. — AP
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" Is France the next rogue st&té?’ﬁ i

1S FRANCE on the verge of becoming
the fourth member of America’s ‘axis
of evil’? Or the third, now that Iraq has
been delivered from evil? The unveiled
threat voiced by US Secretary of State
Colin Powell that France will face the
consequences of having opposed the
war in Irag must be a unique event in
the annals of international relations,
for rarely has a country been directly
threatened for simply not agreeing
with another. True, the US always
regarded the non-aligned group, which
included India, as unfriendly during
the Cold War because it refused to toe
the American line on the Soviet Union.
But it has never sought to intimidate in
the manner that Mr Powell has done in
respect of France.

Reports suggest that a meeting
attended by Vice-President Dick
Cheney, among others, even spoke of
punishing France. It is possible that
the proposed punishment will relate
mainly to denying lucrative contracts
in the context of ‘rebuilding’ Iraq. But
there has also been suggestions that
the US will try to keep France out of as
many trans-Atlantic meetings as possi-
ble and shift NATO’s decision-making

process the North Atlantic
Council to W committee of which
France is not a member. This is vindic-
tive stuff which is not warranted by
France’s actions in the Security
Council, where it was merely voicing
the belief, even if with excessive fer-
vour, that the weapons inspectors be
given more time to do their job of find-
ing the weapons of mass destruction.
Considering that even the US is now
agreeing that it won’t be easy to find
these in a hurry, France, as well as
Russia and China, weren’t too far off
the mark.

In any event, it wasn’t a sin grave
enough to create what is fast becoming
a serious breach between Washington
and Paris. What the Americans per-
haps do not realise is that, in the long
run, such shabby treatment of France
will be resented by other European
countries also. Even American allies
like Britain and Spain will be embar-
rassed. Besides, like pre-emptive
strikes, this new US attitude of regard-
ing any country which merely dis-
agrees with it virtually as an enemy
will be seen as both mean-minded and
a sign of unacceptable arrogance.

U HINDIISTAN Tgny
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By Vaiju Naravane

PARIS, APRIL 23. Despite recent
attempts to mend fences with
the Bush administration,
France reacted strongly today
to the U.S. threat of sanctions
saying it had acted throughqut

the Iraq crisis “in accordance ; §

with its convictions and

principles to defend

international law.”

The French Foreign
Minister, Dominique de
Villepin, who is on a West Asia

i tour said in the Turkish capital
Ankara that “France will
continue to do this in all
circumstances.”

On Tuesday the U.S.
Secretary of State Colin
Powell, asked in a television
interview whether Paris would
be punished for its anti-war
role in the Iraq crisis said
bluntly ‘Yes.” Reports here
indicate that France’s
Ambassador to Washington,
David Levite, intervened with
the U.S Government to have
the meeting downgraded with
i the result that none of the
| Secretaries attended.

Stephen Hadly, number two
to National Security adviser,
Condoleezza Rice, chaired the

meeting. Punitive measures
against France could take
several forms. Firstly, France
will probably have to say

ye fo significant

_. m Iraq made by
um giant Total-Fina-
38s sunk billions of
raq’s petroleum
industry.

There is of course no
question of the Americans
awarding reconstruction
contracts in Iraq to French
companies.

French firms implanted in
the U.S. could see their
contracts with the U.S.
Government suspended or
even terminated. Companies
like Sodexho who have million
dollar contracts to supply
material to the U.S. army is
under threat.

A suspension of its contract
would mean several hundred
U.S. workers would get the
sack.

The most serious fallout,
however, could be political.

The U.S will attempt to cut
the French out of as many
trans-Atlantic meetings as
possible. The U.S. might
attempt to shift decision
making within NATO from the

2"
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( « France rebukes U.S.
"\ “ganctions threat

North Atlantic Council,
NATO's governing body, to the
Defence Planning Committee
of which France is not a
member. French withdrew
from the committee in 1966.

Chirac hopeful

In a televised interview a
few weeks ago the French
President, Jacques Chirac,
airily dismissed the possibility
of such action against France
saying disagreements between
allies was permissible and that
France continued to be a
friend of the United States.

He said France was a
member of the European
Union and the World Trade
Organisation and that
unilateral economic sanctions
would not be easy to impose.

France has proposed an
immediate lifting of U.N.
sanctions against Iraq, but it
has not suggested removing
them as the U.S. had
demanded.

That can be done only once
the U.N. Security Council
certifies that Iraq is free of
weapons of mass destruction,
said the French Ambassador to
the U.N,, Jean Marc de la
Sabliere.
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“frag,” said

Villepin,

- ¢ heartofIraq
~yecast: France

London
27 MARCH

RENCH foreign minister
Dominique de Villepin said
on Thursday the United

- Nations must play the key role in

rebuilding post-war Iraq follow-
ing a crisis which has “shattéred”

 the established world order.

*The UN must be at the heart
of the re-
construc-
tion and
adminis-
tration of

Mr de

speaking at
the Inter-
national |
Institute
for Strate-

gic Studies !mt»!m:hwnﬁng
makes a landingonthe it to the
re Roosevelt in the eastern
Mediterranean on Thursday. — AP

inLondon. asan F/A-18 Hornet
“The le- = USS
gitimacy of
our action
. depends on it. We must come to-
gether to build peace in a region
rifé with a sense of insecurity and
deep faultlines.” The foreign
minister said diplomatic bridges
.needed/tﬁ be rebuilt. “We myst

now find once 2 again the path to
European unity and reassert
transatlantic solidarity on the ba-
sis of those requirements. We
muyst rebuild the world order
shattered by the Iraqi crisis.”

Mr de Villepin said he was con-
fident that France and the United
States would restore the close ties
they ' enjoyed before the
Iraqgi crisis unfolded. “Because
they share
common
values, the
United
States and
France will
re-establish
cose co-
operation
in com-
plete
solidarity,”
he

geafdﬁwrwatdls “We owe

friendship
between
our  peo-
ples.” Mrde Villepin said France’s
main priority in the reconstruc-
tion of Iraq would be for the Unit-
ed Nations to pass a hurnanitari-
an resolution on the oil-for-food
programme, —Reuters
L

/UN must be at./

The Eccnoniic Timses



.

France reiterates opp

By Vaiju Naravane \(\0 K

PARIS, MARCH 17. France once again rejected
the possibility of a second resolution on
Iraq, dashing British and American hopes
- for a green light from the United Nations
for an invasion of Iraq.

The French Foreign Minister, Dominique
de Villepin, said, “France cannot accept this
ultimatum. I cannot see how this resolution
can be envisaged”. France has decided not
to respond angrily to the opprobrium being
heaped upon it by the Blair Government in
London, but to attempt to further explain
its stance.

On Sunday night, in an interview with
American television, the French President,
Jacques Chirac, said he would be in a posi-
tion to accept an ultimatum to Iraq that
would give the inspectors between 30 to 60
days. He said France would be willing to
give the Iraqi leader, Saddam Hussein, one
or two months in which to prove he was
clean of weapons of mass destruction. But
this suggestion was scornfully rejected by
the U.S. Vice-President, Dick Cheney.

Mr. De Villepin said the U.S. was deter-

mined to go to war w (éver happened
either with U.N. approval or unilaterally.”

The French position hak angered Britain
and the U.S., which hold France single-
handedly responsible for torpedoing a pos-
sible second U.N. resolution authorising
the use of force. The British Prime Minister
Tony Blair, and his Ministers tried to sug-
gest on Sunday that the pro-war faction
could have garnered 10 votes in the Security .
Council had France not stepped in to de-
clare it would veto any such move. Last
week, Mr. Chirac said the inspections were
working and that under those circumstanc-
es, France would vote “no” to a precipitated
use of force.

Mr. de Villepin said, “I would like to tell
our American Spanish and British friends
that the Iraqi crisis is not a problem be-
tween the United States and France but be-
tween those who want to move forward in
the logic of war and between the interna-
tional community.”

Britain and the U.S. have stepped up
pressure on Paris, calling Monday’s discus-
sions in the Security Council “a moment of
truth”.

The French appear to be determined not
to budge. A recent poll showed that Mr Chi-
rac has the support of 89 per cent of the
French people. Mr. Chirac has become
something of a hero in the Arab world. Part
of France’s calculations is the 5-million
strong Muslim community that lives in the
country. Islam is France's second most
practised religion.

Mr. Chirac has the open and uncondi- -

tional support of two other Security Council
members Russia (a permanent member
with veto powers) and Germany.

Speaking at the Spanish, American, Brit-
ish summit in the Azores on Sunday, the
U.S. President, George W. Bush, said,
“France showed their cards. They said they
would veto anything that would hold Sad-
dam Hussein to account. So, cards have
been played and we have to make an as-
sessment after tomorrow to determine
what those cards have meant.”

French officials have repeatedly stressed
that France is not opposed to war as a last
recourse if the inspectors say Iraq is no

longer cooperating. That stage has not yet
arrived, they say. /
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Paris mov

By Atul Aneja 389 ’
MANAMA, FEB. 18. In yet another indication
of the growing rift between France and the
United States, Paris has decided to bring
home its aircraft carrier Charles de Gaulle
from the Mediterranean Sea, setting back
the possibility of its participation in a war
against Iraq.

The French move comes at a time when
the U.S. is engaged in positioning its air-
craft catriers in the Persian Gulf and the
Mediterranean Sea for possible attacks
against Iraq. Britain has also pitched in, in
this effort, by deploying its carrier Ark Royal
in the battle zone.

Differing French and the U.S. percep-
tions over Iraq, also appear to have found a
reflection in the Arab world. Kuwait, a close
ally of the U. S., has officially complained
about Lebanon’s handling of the weekend
meeting of the Arab League Foreign Minis-
ters in Cairo.

Distancing itself from the communiqué
that advocated that members should deny
the use of their facilities or assistance for
any attack on Irag, Kuwait has said the
meeting “resulted in the declaration of a
statement on Iraq that does not meet the
viewpoints of countries who have a differ-
ent perspective on the issue”.

According to analysts, Kuwait is uncom-
fortable with the Arab resolution, proposed

s@mhg

by Syria, as it hosts ar Bnd 120,000 U.S.
troops on its territory and is expected to be
the key launch pad for a southern offensive
against Iraq.

Bahrain, another Persian Gulf State is
home to the U.S. fifth fleet while Qatar is
expected to serve as the advanced com-
mand post for the U.S. Central Command
in case hostilities break out. In a memoran-
dum submitted to the Arab League, Kuwait
has faulted Lebanon for bypassing estab-
lished procedure for conducting the meet-
ing. According to a Kuwait official, “this is
the first meeting in which the final commu-
niqué was not referred to the “Drafting
commmittee.”

Reinforcing the Kuwaiti objection, a
number of Kuwaiti lawmakers have report-
edly called on their Government to freeze
aid to Lebanon and withdraw the country’s
Ambassador to Beirut.

Lebanon, which currently chairs the Arab
League and Syria have been in regular dia-
logue with France recently.

France and Russia have reportedly ap-
proached Lebanon for seeking an Arab
League endorsement for a tripartite state-
ment authored by Paris, Berlin and Mos-
cow, advocating that the U.N. weapons
inspections in Iraq should be allowed to
run their course.

Both Syria and Lebanon strongly oppose
a possible war as they fear that the U.S.

@m@ﬁﬂmmus.

military presence in Iraq, after the conflict |
is over, will subject them to intense joint
U.S. and Israel military pressure.

Dispute B

According to reports, the Arab Foreigh
Ministers, at their Sharm-el-Sheikh meet,
differed strongly on whether to pin the
main responsibility for defusing the Iraqi
crisis on Washington or Baghdad. It was
this dispute over whether Washington or
Baghdad should be doing more to avert war
that resulted in the failure of the Ministers,
agreeing on a date proposed by Egypt, for
holding an emergency Arab League summit
on Iraq.

In a temporary setback for the U.S. prep-
arations to open a northern front against
Irag, Turkey, the springboard for such an
action, has said that it was delaying consid-
ering a resolution in its Parliament that
would allow the U.S. to station some, and

" transit a large number of its troops into

northern Iraq.

The Turkish hold-up is attributed to the
difficulties being encountered in fixing the
compensation package for Ankara to offset
the negative economic impact of the pos-
sible war. In a development that is likely to
encourage the “peace-camp”, U-2 spy-
planes resumed their flights on Monday for
some time in support of the U.N. inspection
team.

—

i,
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“France snubbed ‘
strikes Turkish deal "

Brussels, February 17

NATO ON Sunday night side-
stepped French opposition to ap-
prove plans to defend Turkey in
case of war with Iraq, but En-
rope’s bitter divisions face cruel
public exposure at Monday’s
emergency EU summit.

Alliance officials said a deal
had finaily been done after a day
of gruelling negotiations in
Nato’s defence planning commit-
tee — of which France is not a
member.

Germany and Belgium, the
other members of Nato’s “gang of
three”, dropped their objections
in return for guarantees that
sending surveillance planes and
missile batteries to Turkey did
not mean war, and an explicit ref-
erence to UN efforts to resolve the
crisis peacefully.

“Alliance solidarity has pre-
vailed,” said Lord Robertson,
Nato's secretary-general. “We
have been able collectively to
overcome the impasse.”

But breaking Nato’s deadlock
after a highly divisive month
will not necessarily mean an eas-
ler EU summit in Brussels on
Monday, as most member states,
stunned by the weekend demon-
strations against war, seek more
time for UN weapons inspec-
tions,

Tony Blair will spend just a
few hours in talks over dinner
with his 14 fellow EU leaders, in-
cluding Jacques Chirac and Ger-
hard Schréder, leading opposi-
tion to military action against
Iraq. Kofi Annan, the UN secre-

as Nato

AFP

A Turkish 1ank patrols Silopi, 10 km from Irag, on Monday.

tary-general, will be there too.

Blair's weekend shift to ex-
plicit talk of “regime change” in
Baghdad will make his position
more isolated, as will the rapidly
receding chances of securing a
second UN security council reso-
Iution, European diplomats said.

Rarely has an EU summit
been preceded by such gloom
and foreboding. Greece, holder
of the union’s rotating presiden-
cy, has warned that failure to
speak with one voice could mean
a “deep crisis”.

Blair has the support of

Spain, Italy, Portugal and Den-
mark, but governments there
also face angry public opposi-
tion. And all other member
states have been reinforced in
their conviction that the case for
military action has not yet been
made.

“In cities across Europe, peo-
Ple were clearly showing that
they did not want war,” said Guy
Verhofstadt, the Belgian Prime
Minister. “I hope this... will help
the EU to find a common posi-
tion.”

The Guardian .
e
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rance proposes tripling

of inspectors for Iraq

United Nations: In an effort to counter
possible US resolution finding Iraq in fur-
. ther material breach of UN security
¢ council decisions, France has proposed
doubling or tripling the number of arms
inspectors, strengthening aerial surveil-
i lanceand creating a new intelligence unit
to coordinate information on Baghdad.

The new American resolution would
in effect spell military action against
i Iraq which France, together with Russia
: and China, opposes. An informal paper
i circulated by France also suggests that
weapons inspectors draw up a complete
list of unresolved disarmament tasks
and prioritise them.

It proposes UN security units to en-
sure that suspect sites remain frozen
and also suggests the setting up of mo-
bile custom teams.

The French proposal came as the
diplomatic activity intensified at the UN
and US President George W Bush'’s na-
tional security adviser Condoleezza
Rice flew in to New York for a quick
meeting with chief weapons inspector
Hans Blix who is to present the report
on Iragi compliance on Friday.

Apparently, Ms Rice wanted to get a
sense of what Mr Blix proposes to say in
the report to enable the UStodraw up a
quick response, and might also have giv-
en him some more information.

The French proposal is not yet in the
form a resolution and it is not clear

13 Feg 203
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S
whether it would move a counter réssfu-

tion based on these elements should the
United States move one after Mr Blix
presents the report.

Reports from Washington suggest
that the United States might seek imme-
diate council meeting if Mr Blix says
that Iraq is not fully cooperating with
the inspectors.

Diplomats at the United Nations say
French foreign minister Dominigue de
Villepin and his Russian counterpart Igor
Ivanov are considering coming to New
York to hear Mr Blix and director-general
of International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) Mohamed ElBaradei on Iraqi
compliance and press their case against
the possible US-led war on Baghdad.

Council diplomats say if the United
States decides to move a resolution find-
ing Iraq not cooperating with the in-
spectors, it should be able to garner the
requisite nine votes to get the draft
through, provided Russia, France and
China do not veto it.

Such a resolution would be taken by
Washington to mean international back-
ing for any milifary action it takes
against Irag.

US secretary of state Colin Powell
said that a plan from France, Germany
and Russia to increase the number of
weapons inspectors in Iraq would only
put off indefinitely a solution to the cur-
rent crisis. Agencies

THE TIMES OF INDI#
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PARIS, FEB. 11. The French Prime
Minister, Jean-Pierre Raffarin,
on Tuesday praised what he
- called “exemplary cooperation”
between France and Russia,
saying the two countries must
work together to prevent war
against Iraq.

“It is up to us to pursue (the
cooperation) and to do every-
thing possible to prevent a con-
flict  that could seriously
threaten regional and interna-
tional stability,” Mr. Raffarin
said in a toast to the Russian
President, Vladimir Putin, be-
fore the two had lunch at the
Prime Minister's official resi-
dence.

France and Russia, along
‘with Germany, are among the
strongest proponents of a
peaceful solution to the Iraq cri-
sis, a position that runs counter
to the United States warning
that it will launch military ac-
tion to force Baghdad to disarm.
Both countries hold veto power
on the U.N. Security Council
and could block a second Secu-
rity Council resolution author-
ising the use of force against

Iraq.France and Russia, Mr. Raf-
farin said, have “every interest
in working hand-in-hand” on
the Iraq crisis.

Mr. Putin met on Monday
with his French counterpart,
Jacques Chirac, as part of a
three-day visit intended to con-
solidate the two countries’ op-
position to a war. The two
leaders issued a joint declara-
tion in which France, Russia
and Germany proposed streng-
thened U.N. weapons inspec-
tions in Iraq, part of a
diplomatic initiative aimed at
disarming Saddam Hussein
without war.

The Chinese President, Jiang
Zemin, on Tuesday expressed
support for the declaration in a
telephone conversation with
Mr. Chirac, the Government’s
Xinhua news agency reported.

““We are against the war,” Mr.
Putin said on Monday. “Both of
our countries insist on the need
to solve the problem and the
crisis diplomatically, and we
consider that ... careless action
could lead to unknown results.”

The declaration said Iraq

must be certified free of banned
weapons as quickly as possible
but that waging war to reach
that goal should be considered
only as a last resort.

Mr. Chirac said that all three
nations favoured a substantial
strengthening of the “human
and technical capacity” of in-
spections within the limits of
U.N. Security Council resolu-
tion 1441.

Mr. Putin said Russia was
ready to contribute “‘equipment
and aviation” to any efforts to
enhance inspections. France
has said it was ready to send Mi-
rage-IV surveillance aircraft.

On Wednesday, the Russian
President heads to the south-
western region of Bordeaux,
where he is scheduled to tour an
avionics factory and the area’s
famed vineyards.

Meanwhile, China has said
that it supports the declaration
by Russia, France and Germany
that calls for strengthened U.N.
weapons inspections in Iraq
and underscores the need to
solve the crisis diplomatically.

The Chinese President, Jiang

“IRAQ / RUSSIA URGED TO HELP PEACE INITIATIVE Ho - .‘/’

ar a threat to world: France

ma'MFChirac in a tele-

phone conversation on Tuesday
that his country maintains its
long-time stance — that every-
thing possible should be done
to avert a military conflict.

“The inspection in Iraq is ef-
fective and should be continued
and strengthened,” the Xinhua
news agency paraphrased Mr.
Jiang as saying. ‘‘Warfare is
good for no one, and it is our
responsibility to take various
measures to avoid war.”

Chinese leaders have long ad-
vocated the supervision of the
Security Council in dealing with
any weapons of mass destruc-
tion in Iraq. As a permanent Se-
curity Council member, China
holds veto power over any U.N.
actions.

China announced on Mon-
day it was withdrawing some
staff from its embassy in Iraq —
personnel who “are not in ur-
gent need,” the Government
said.

It said the decision was made
because of growing tensions in
Iraq but gave no more details.

12 rep 2003




Paris, Berhn

block Nato W

war support

Brussels, February 10

FRANCE, GERMANY and Bel-
gium blocked Nato efforts to be-
gin planning for possible Iraqi at-
tacks against Turkey, deepening
the rift between those countries
and the US over the Iraq crisis.

The alliance would have auto-
matically begun planning for the
defence of Turkey, which fears
retaliation from neighbouring
Iraq in case of an invasion, if no
country protested the move.

France — pigued by what it
saw as US attempts to railroad
them into a decision — beat the
deadline by an hour with its veto,
and Belgium backed the move.
Germany, which has staunchly
opposed military action against
Iraq, expressed its support as we-
II. They argued that supporting
Nato’s efforts would force the cri-
sis into a “logic of war.”

Later on Monday, Turkey req-
uested emergency consultations
under Nato’s mutual defence
treaty, believed to be the first
time in the 53-year history of the
alliance any nation has done so.

By requesting the consultatio-
ns, Turkey is now expected to
ask for the planning to begin. Di-
plomats say they expect France,
Germany and Belgium to drop
their protests with the request.

“What is important is that we
arrive at a consensus and I'm
confident we will,” said Nato se-
cretary-general Lord Robertson.

Turkey is the only Nato mem-
ber to border Iraq and is a likely
launch pad for US strikes on its
southern neighbour.

While the planning is a proce-
dural move that would only take
a few days, it revealed the deep
fissures within Nato over deal-
ing with Iraq. France believes
UN inspectors should be given
more time to search Iraq, while
the US says Saddam has run out
of time. The US had lobbied hard

11 FE6 2003

for more than three weeks for
the alliance to start the military
planning, which was backed by
Nato allies except for France,
Belgium and Germany. All Nato
decisions require unanimous
support.

Even if France relents, the 19
Nato members will have to agree
again to approve the actual depl-
oyment of defence forces, which
would include AWACS early wa-
rning planes, Patriot anti-mis-
sile batteries and units spe-
cialised in handling germ war-
fare or poison gas attacks.

The veto is the latest develop-
ment in an increasingly bitter ri-
ft between France and Germany,
on one side, and the US, on the
other, over the correct approach
to seeking Iraqi disarmament.

If no country had objected,
Nato members would have start-
ed to help equip Turkey with sur-
veillance planes, missiles and
anti-chemical and Dbiological
warfare teams. Turkey is anx;
ious about possible counterft-
tacks on its southern areas.

The US administration is furi-
ous at proposals by France and
Germany to extend weapons in-
spections. The plans emerged in
reports over the weekend, and
were described as “a disgrace”
by the US defence secretary, Don-
ald Rumsfeld. US secretary of
state Colin Powell warned that if
the next UN inspectors’ report,
which is due on Friday, shows
Iraq is still not cooperating with
inspections, the White House
will seek a UN resolution autho-
rising a US-led invasion of Iraq.

Meanwhile, Russian President
Vladimir Putin was headed to
Paris on Monday to discuss Iraq
with President Jacques Chirac,
another leading opponent of war
against Saddam. They were ex-
pected to urge that the crisis be
resolved peacefully.

Agencies
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Frenclg PM
is not a game

P&ess Trust of lndia

NEW DELH]I, Feb. 7. — Taking a
strong note of US President Mr
George Bush’s belhgerence India
and France today said Iraq 1s not a

game and it is not over” and
solutions other than a war should be
explored.

They also asked Baghdad to fully
comply with UN Security Council
resolutions to disarm.

“I don’t think that the game is
over. Evidence produced by the
USA has to be carefully examined.
The weapons inspectors should be
encouraged to “ue with their
work and make eroris to find out
whether any weapons are shielded

or not noticed,” the, Pritng Minister, ...

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee, said at a
joint press meet with the French
Prime Minister, Mr Jean-Pierre
Raffarin here.

Echoing similar views, Mr Raffarin
said “It is not a game. It is not over.”

8 Fep oy

)raq

The comments came when a French
journalist asked about Mr Bush’s
comment in Washington that “the
game is over” in Iraq and the UN
should not permit itself to be defied
by a “dictator”.

Opposing any unilateral military
action against Iraq, the French
leader said: “There are other
solutions and alternatives” to
resolve the crisis.

Mr Vajpayee said “l sincerely
hope that Iraq will fully comply with
United Nations Security Council
resolution 1441.

“The Council needs to use all the

isdom <f its members to resolve
ulls matter”.

On defence cooperation, Mr
Raffarin said discussions were
underway to conclude “major
contracts” in this field. He also
referred to cooperation civilian use
of nuclear energy and building of a
hydro-electric power station in
India.

THE STATESMA»



Leeensp W LHIE TNAT The “evi-

1ay.

AN

‘France has not shifted its stance

<
PARIS, FEB. 7. The French President, Jacques Chi-
rac, sought on Thursday night to quash wide-
spread speculation that France was toning down
its opposition to war with Iraq.

He said the report to the United Nations by
Colin Powell, U.S. Secretary of State, and the evi-
dence of Iragi non-compliance “has not changed
France’s position” over a possible military con-
frontation with the Iraqi President, Saddam
Hussein.

Javier Solana, European Union’s Foreign Pol-

icy chief, des Gen. Powell’s report as “very
solid"”. Mr. Solands statement, clearly siding with
those E.U. countries that have declared their sup-
port for America and Britain, appeared intended
to nudge the Union towards accepting military
action.Following Gen. Powell’s address, the
French media had sought to identify a shift in the
Government'’s position, suggesting that France
had showed signs of softening its opposition to
war. — Telegraph Group Limited, London, 2003

g Fep 203



France offers nuke carrot

PRANAY SHARMA

New Detlhi, Feb. 7: France, keen
that Airbus win the contract for
a fleet of new aircraft, today
showed its willingness to share
with India its expertise in nu-
clear energy and its application
in non-military areas.

The significant gesture was
made by visiting French Prime
Minister Jean-Pierre Raffarin
soon after a meeting this evening
with Indian counterpart Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee where the two

sides spoke about the need to-

avoid a war in Iraq and discussed
ways to strengthen their co-oper-
ation in the economic field.

However, Vajpayee refrained
from making any commitment
on finalising the deal on the pur-
chase of aircraft to supplement
the ageing fleet of Air-India and
Indian Airlines. “Negotiations
are going on in the right direc-
tion and we will soon take a deci-
sion on the issue,” was the clos-
est that he came on the proposed
deal. Raffarin tried to interpret
Vajpayee’s “soon” as “early”, but
could not elicit a clearer commit-
ment.

The deal, which is worth bil-
lions of dollars, has been up for

‘ ’
grabs for several years now. But
as the US-based Boeing has also
shown an interest in bagging the
deal to outbid Airbus, the Indian
government has not been able to
take a decision.

The French Prime Minister,
while speaking on areas of likely
co-operation to enhance econom-
ic ties, offered to help Delhi in
the field of nuclear energy
Although Raffarin stressed that
this was in the area of civilian
use, his articulation on the issue
is significant as this is the first
time that any French leader has
openly commented on the sub-
ject. One reason could be that
France feels the offer to help in
the field of nuclear energy might
force India to take a decision
soon in favour of the Airbus
industry.

Another could be the
arrangement that India and the
US have put in place recently for
enhancing dual-purpose and
high-technology trade. French
companies not only have the ex-
pertise, but are also keen to tap
the huge potential of the Indian
market in nuclear energy. Raf-
farin’s comments may be to re-
mind India that it should also
consider French companies

g FER 2M3

while /l)okmg for help in this
field.

Water management, joint de-
fence co-operation and infra-
structure development are other
areas where India and France
are likely to work in future.

However, if the aircraft deal
is finalised soon and in favour of
Airbus, it will help boost the con-
fidence of the French govern-
ment, as well as its business com-
munity, to invest in India.

On Iraq, Vajpayee clarified
that the evidence produced by
the US was not enough to pre-
pare for military action. Though
he stressed that Baghdad should
comply with the Security Coun-
cil resolution, he felt the inspec-
tors should be encouraged to
continue their work to find out
whether any weapons of mass
destruction had been hldden or
overlooked.

The Prime Minister made it
clear that he was not in favour of
war in Iraq and felt the Security
Council will be able to use “all its
wisdom” to resolve the crisis in
Iraq. The views of the French
Prime Minister were almost
identical.

This is Raffarin’s first visit
outside Europe since he became

Prime Minister. That India is an
important country with which
France wants strong bilateral
ties, also prompted the French
Prime Minister not to include
any other country in his tour of
South Asia. This was publicly
appreciated by Vajpayee.

However, the main thrust of
Raffarin’s visit was to strength-
en economic co-operation be-
tween the two sides, which has
not lived up to its potential de-
spite the excellent poljtical rela-
tions that India and France en-
joys. Both sides stressed on this
and this was the area of empha-
sis during today’s discussions
between the two leaders.

Raffarin has come with a
large business delegation, in-
cluding top executives of big
French companies and many
representatives of France's
small- and medium-scale indus-
try. The intention is to make
them interested in India as an at-
tractive and lucrative invest-
ment destination.

Till recently the focus of
the French business community
has been on China. The visit
is an attempt to lay the ground-
work for deeper economic
cooperation.
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REUTERS
SHEER MAGIC: Pop star Kylie Minogue at the launch of her
lingerie range, LoveKylie, in London on Tuesday.

Toothbrush key
invention, say
Americans

New York, February 4

AMERICANS CONSIDER
the toothbrush the most im-
portant invention, according
to a survey that places the
motorcar in second place,
followed by the personal
computer, the microwave
oven and the cellphone.

The Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology poll
shows that 42 per cent of
adults and 34 per cent of
teenagers consider the
toothbrush, which dates
from the 15th century, the
most important invention.

Some 37 per cent of adults
and 31 per cent of teenagers
viewed the car as the second
most important, with six per
cent of adults voting each for
the personal computer, mi-
crowave and cellphone.
Among adolescents, 16 per
cent said the personal com-
puter was the third most im-
portant, 10 per cent said the
cellphone, followed by the
microwave. The poll was tak-
en as part of an annual in-
quiry on the way Americans
see invention and innova-
tion. AFP
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France favours

Saddam’s exile

By Bisheshwar Mishra
Times NEws NETWORK

to avert war "

Paris: French security ex-
perts are believed to have
told the United States that
“forced exile and amnesty” of
Iraqi President Saddam Hus-
sein or at worst, even his “as-
sassination,” is not as bad an
option as a “costly and disas-
trous war on Iraq”.

Even some US-dependent
countries in the region like
Qatar and Turkey do not ap-
pear averse to the idea, Indi-
an officials accompanying
Deputy Prime Minister L.K.
Advani here said after delib-
erations with their French
counterparts.

In fact, Turkey is playing a
key role in finding an alter-
native solution to the Iragq
imbroglio. It was learnt that
a Turkish and Russian repre-
sentative may together meet
Mr Hussein and suggest to
him a safe passage either in
Japan or Russia but not in
the region around Iragq.

“Behind the ostensibly ‘no
war against Iraq without
fresh UN approval’ sugges-
tion by France and Germany
to the US last Friday, is the
hard-boiled diplomatic head
of the Old Europe,” a senior
Indian official said on condi-
tions of anonymity to The
Times of India, on Saturday.

US defence secretary Don-
ald Rumsfeld had ridiculed
France and Germany as the
“Old Europe” for opposing
the early US attack on Iraq.
Mr Rumsfeld had said, “Eu-
rope is not just France and
Germany, there are many
others with us”.

However, the French Presi-
dent Jacques Chirac, whose
meeting with Mr Advani
could not take place as he

-\

suggested pursuit of “calm
diplomacy”.

Interestingly, Mr Advani,
too, had concurred with the
stand taken by the French po-
litical authorities on the Iraq
issue. In all his meetings in
Paris, be it with French
Prime Minister, Jean Pierre
Raffarin, defence minister
Michale Alliott-Marie, interi-
or minister Nicolas Sarkozy
or minister of justice Do-
minique Perben, he (Advani)
had reiterated the common
position of the two countries.

Interacting with French
and Indian reporters in
Paris, Mr Advani has said
that India and France shared
a common view on Irag.
“Though there is a need to
destroy the weapons of mass
destruction, in doing so it is
necessary to ensure that the
country (Iraq) is not de-
stroyed.” He had also
stressed on UN approval for
any action.

Later the official had said,
“It is no more a question of
weapons of mass destruction
allegedly in Iraq’s possession
but of US prestige in the world
as the sole superpower”.

Hence, it is difficult for the
US to extricate itself from
this situation. He said the Eu-
ropean powers, particularly
France, are weighing upon
the US-UK combine to ex-
plore other options for get-
ting rid of Mr Hussein.

Their feedback is that
“there exists a better
groundswell than the last US-
Iraq war, for ousting Mr Hus-
sein.” Names of several coun-
tries, from Mauritania to Be-
larus to Japan, are being
mooted as possible havens for
Mr Hussein’s exile.
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Rider in French treaty

No death penalty in extradltl()% cases, assures Advani

Chandan Nandy
Paris, January 24

MINUTES AFTER signing
the Extradition Treaty with
India, French Justice Minis-
ter Dominique Perben said
here on Friday morning that
his . country’s constitution
did not allow for the extradi-
tion of French nationals to
any other country.

Perben, who inked the
treaty with Deputy Prime
Minister LK Advani — here
on a two-day official visit to
France — also emphasised
that French and European
Union laws required an un-
dertaking from the country
seeking extradition that cap-
ital punishment would not
be awarded to persons want-
ed by it.

 Addressing reporters af-

ter the brief signing ceremo-

ny at the Justice Ministry,
Advani said that India was
prepared to give a written
undertaking to French au-
thorities to waive the death
penalty against persons
wanted by it to stand trial in
India.

“India has the power and
the authority to take this ap-
proach and it would remain
in the case of France as
well,” Advani said while re-
ferring to the written assur-
ance that his Government
had given to Portugal while
seeking the extradition of
mafia don Abu Salem, ar-
rested in Lisbon a few
months back.

But the French Justice
Minister said that his coun-
try had “reservations” on
the “risk” death penalty per-
sons being sought for extra-

French Justice Minister Dominique Perben and Deputy Prime Minister LK Advani sign an
extradition treaty in Paris on Friday.

dition faced in the country
seeking to prosecute them.
However, Perben said that
France had signed similar
extradition agreements with
the United States and other
countries in Europe.
“Unless a formal under-
taking of waiver of death
penalty is given, it will be-
come difficult for us to extra-
dite wanted persons. Extra-
dition is, however, possible
after the due course of law is
followed in France and the

(accused) persons serve
their term here,” he clari-
fied.

On his part, Advani said
that extradition treaty was a
“logical adjunct” to some
other legal steps, namely the
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mutual legal assistance
treaty in criminal matters
and exchange of foreign
prisoners, that were in the
process of being finalised.
From India’s point of view
the undertaking to do away
with the death penalty was a

major loophole in the treaty. -

This is not just in theory as
the case of a prime accused
in the Indian Bank scam
case has shown.

One of the accused,
Varadarajulu, alias MVR, a
major defaulter to the tune of
around Rs 5 billion, had been
evading arrest for the last
four years and the CBI had
secured a “red corner” no-
tice against him in 1998, be-
sides cancelling his pass-

port. Varadarajalu allegedly
fled the country immediately
after the scam was exjosed.
The CBI has registered a to-
tal of 13 cases against him
that involved his 15 Indian
companies and three compa-
nies based in Singapore.

MVR fled to Singapore.
The Indian Government first
requested the Singapore
Government - to extradite
him. He, however, escaped
from there and travelled to
various destinations, finally
settling in France where he
married a French woman
and obtained a French pass-
port in March 2001, under
the name of Louis Jalu, thus
ending all prospects of being
sent back to India.
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MOUGH MESSAGE TO WASHINGTON
" France, Germany say they

‘VUare against w

-

By Vaiju Naravane

PARIS, JAN. 22. In a tough mess-
age to Washington, the French
President, Jacques Chirac, and
the German Chancellor, Ger-
hard Schroeder, have said they
were both opposed to a conflict
in Iraq. *

“Germany and France share
the same opinion on the Iraq
crisis. Everything must be done
to avoid war,” Mr. Chirac said at
a joint press conference at the
palace of Versailles near Paris
on the occasion of the 40th an-
nivarsary of the Elysee Treaty
cementing Franco-German
friendship.

The comments come a day
after the French Foreign Minis-
ter, Dominique de Villepin, is-
sued a barely veiled warning
that France would be prepared
to use its veto in the United Na-
tions Security Council if the
United States insisted on going
to war at this juncture.

Mr. Chirac said the common
position of France and Germa-
ny, two most powerful nations
within the European Union,
was based on two key issues:
Going to war was an admission
that diplomacy had failed. “Ev-
erything must be done to avoid
war,” the two leaders said.

Secondly, any decision to

The German Chancellor, Gerhard Schroeder (left), and the

ar on Iraq

French President, Jacques Chirac, addressing a press
conference in Paris on Wednesday. —AFP

wage a war on lrag must ema-
nate from the Security Council
and it alone. “The Security
Council must express its deci-
sion after hearing the report of
the U.N. inspectors.”

The U.S. said on Tuesday that
it was running out of patience
and that Iraq was running out of
time. European leaders have
said the U.N. inspectors, who
have repeatedly asked for more
time to complete their inspec-
tions, should be given an ex-
tended mandate after January
27, when the weapons inspec-
tors are to submit their report.
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France is aware that several
other countries in the Security
Council are averse to war
against Iraq. For the moment,
France can count only on four
other countries to counter the
U.S. attempts to hustle the
Council members towards hos-
tilities against Irag. These in-
clude Russia, Syria, China and
Germany. France would like to
prevent the U.S. from obtaining
a qualified majority of nine in
the Council. The U.S. is sure of
support from Britain, Bulgaria,
Spain, Cameroon and Guinea.
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